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of their hands, that they should not worship demons ... And they did
not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality
or their thefts” (Revelation 9:20-21).

The task of bringing mankind to repentance is neither simple nor
quick, and it cannot happen without suffering. People have demonstrated
throughout history that most will not face up to their sins unless they
personally and immediately experience sin’s devastating consequences.

The world we know will reap the full penalty of its sins. God com-
pares end-time events to an angel harvesting a vine loaded with grapes:
“So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the
earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God” (Rev-
elation 14:19). God will no longer limit the destructiveness of man or
Satan—except to intervene just before human annihilation would occur.

The prophet Zephaniah described that day of reckoning for mankind’s
collective evil and rebellion: “The great day of the LORD is... a day of
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desola-
tion... ‘I will bring distress upon men, and they shall walk like blind
men, because they have sinned against the LORD; their blood shall be
poured out like dust, and their flesh like refuse.” Neither their silver nor
their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the LOrRD’S wrath”
(Zephaniah 1:14-18).

Jesus describes this time as one of “great distress in the land and
wrath upon this people ... They will fall by the edge of the sword, and
be led away captive into all nations” (Luke 21:23-24). He also explains
that “Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gen-
tiles are fulfilled” (verse 24). God will allow gentiles to “tread the holy
city underfoot for forty-two months”—a period of 3/, years—just before
Jesus returns (Revelation 11:2).

How the past relates to the future

Jesus ties the future to the roots of the crisis at the close of the age.
To understand the importance of Jerusalem at the time of the end, we
need to go back in history to the first fall of Jerusalem to gentile control.
Jerusalem’s fall back then directly relates to events at the end of the age.

In 586 B.C. the Babylonian Empire captured and destroyed Jerusalem.
This momentous event, along with the capture and exile of Jerusalem’s
residents, was the final punishment God meted out on the ancient nations
of Israel and Judah. It brought to an end the direct rule of King David’s
dynasty over the Holy Land and the city of Jerusalem. Jesus Christ will
permanently reestablish and rule from David’s throne there at His return
(Luke 1:32-33).
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Psalm 106:40-42 summarizes the captivity of Israel and Judah: “There-
fore the wrath of the LorRD was kindled against His people, so that He
abhorred His own inheritance. And He gave them into the hand of the
Gentiles, and those who hated them ruled over them. Their enemies also
oppressed them, and they were brought into subjection under their hand.”

From that time forward the hope of Israel’s and Judah’s descendants
has been expressed in this prayer: “Save us, O LorD our God, and gather
us from among the Gentiles, to give thanks to Your holy name, to tri-
umph in Your praise” (verse 47). Through His prophets God promised
ancient Israel and Judah He would bring them back to their land at the
coming of the Messiah.

But the prophets also reveal that, immediately before the rule of the
Messiah, Jerusalem will once again be under the rule and influence of
gentiles. Even today, with a Jewish state reestablished in the Holy Land,
many other nations, along with the native Arab population, contest
Jewish authority over the original city of Jerusalem (East Jerusalem).
The Temple Mount remains under Islamic control. Jerusalem is still
a troubled and divided city, a constant source of international friction.

Jerusalem at the time of the end

Jerusalem is the focal point of many significant end-time events fore-
told in the Bible. “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,”
warned Jesus, “then know that its desolation is near ... For these are the
days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled”
(Luke 21:20-22).

Many prophecies seem to indicate these events will be triggered by
the Jews designating a “holy place” in which they will again offer morn-
ing and evening animal sacrifices. This could so inflame other nations
that the leader of the coalition of 10 rulers forming the beast power
might intervene, setting up an “abomination” in this designated holy
place (Daniel 11:31; 12:9-11)—a defilement that included an idolatrous
image in the earlier, prototypical fulfillment of this prophecy (see “The
Coming ‘Abomination of Desolation’” beginning on page 54). This sce-
nario seems to be the most likely way these prophecies could be fulfilled
in light of current conditions.

Notice the terrible significance Jesus places on this event: “So when
you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desola-
tion,” spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand
—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one
on the roof of his house go down to take anything out of the house. Let
no one in the field go back to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in
those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! Pray that your
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n His most detailed prophecy of the end time,

Jesus said, “When you see the ‘abomination
of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing in the holy place.. ., then let those who
are in Judea flee to the mountains” (Matthew
24:15-16). What was He talking about?

He was referring to Daniel 11, which foretold
what would occur in the powers that would vie for
control of the Holy Land for centuries to come. For
much of the prophecy these kingdoms were Syria
to the north and Egypt to the south, both under
Greek rulers following Alexander the Great. Even-
tually the prophecy describes one of these rulers
from Syria, Antiochus IV, also known as Antio-
chus Epiphanes. He would “act deceitfully” by a
false peace agreement with the Jews and later
come “in rage against the holy covenant, and do
damage” (Daniel 11:23-24, 30).

The apocryphal book of 1 Maccabees, al-
though not Scripture, provides us with history
of the period. It describes how Antiochus set
himself against the Jews, massacred many of
them and plundered the temple at Jerusalem
(1 Maccabees 1:20-33).

The temple defiled

Then came the worst. Daniel’s prophecy
warned of Antiochus: “And they shall defile the
sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the
daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination
of desolation” (Daniel 11:31).

The book of 1 Maccabees gives us details:
“Antiochus now issued a decree that all nations
in his empire should abandon their own customs
and become one people. All the Gentiles and
even many of the Israelites submitted to this
decree. They adopted the official pagan reli-
gion, offered sacrifices to idols, and no longer
observed the Sabbath.

“The king also sent messengers with a decree
to Jerusalem and all the towns of Judea, ordering
the people to follow customs that were foreign to
the country. He ordered them not to offer burnt

offerings, grain offerings, or wine offerings in the
Temple, and commanded them to treat Sabbaths
and festivals as ordinary work days.

“They were even ordered to defile the Temple
and the holy things in it. They were commanded
to build pagan altars, temples, and shrines, and
to sacrifice pigs and other unclean animals there.
They were forbidden to circumcise their sons
and were required to make themselves...
unclean in every way they could, so that they
would forget the Law which the Lord had given
through Moses and would disobey all its com-
mands. The penalty for disobeying the king’s
decree was death” (1 Maccabees 1:41-50,
Today’s English Version).

Then it happened: “On the fifteenth day of the
month Kislev in the year 145" (verse 54, TEV),
which corresponds to 168/167 B.C., “they set up
the abomination of desolation upon the altar” of
the temple (verse 54, KJV). This appears to have
been a pagan altar, probably with an image rep-
resenting the Greek chief god Zeus, as 2 Mac-
cabees 6:2 tells us that Antiochus defiled the
Jewish temple “by dedicating it to the Olympian
god Zeus” (TEV). After all, to the Greek mind the
God of the Hebrews simply equated to the chief
god in the Greeks’ pantheon.

We are further told: “Pagan sacrifices were
offered in front of houses and in the streets. Any
books of the Law which were found were torn up
and burned, and anyone who was caught with a
copy of the sacred books or who obeyed the Law
was put to death by order of the king ... On the
twenty-fifth of the month, these same evil people
offered sacrifices on the pagan altar erected on
top of the altar in the Temple” (1 Maccabees
1:55-59, TEV). Indeed, pigs, declared unclean
in God's law (Deuteronomy 14:8), were offered
over His own altar.

The account in 1 Maccabees 1:60 continues:
“Mothers who had allowed their babies to be cir-
cumcised were put to death in accordance with
the king’s decree. Their babies were hung around

their necks, and their families and those who had
circumcised them were put to death” (TEV).

Yet, as horrible as this was, some still resisted.
In fact, 1 Maccabees 1:62-63 reports: “But many
in Israel stood firm...They chose to die rather
than to be defiled by food or to profane the holy
covenant; and they did die. Very great wrath came
upon Israel” (New Revised Standard Version).

Yet many in the resistance lived. The account
continues with the rise of the Hasmonean priestly
family of Mattathias, including his son and suc-
cessor Judas Maccabeus, who would not com-
promise with paganism. In the end, the efforts of
these patriots and their followers were in large
measure responsible for eventually pushing out
the Syrians.

Later prophetic fulfillment

Now, with all of that as history, consider
Christ’s warning about the abomination of deso-
lation. When He gave it, this part of Daniel's
prophecy had been fulfilled almost 200 years
earlier. So Daniel’'s prophecy, according to Jesus,
must have a dual fulfillment.

Jesus revealed to us the fime for this prophe-
cy’s ultimate fulfillment in Matthew 24:21 when
He explained what would immediately follow it:
“For then there will be great tribulation, such as
has not been since the beginning of the world
until this time.”

This recalls another part of Daniel’s prophecy,
that in the end time “there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a
nation, even to that time” (Daniel 12:1). So this
period of tribulation occurs at the end of this age,
just before Christ’s return.

Lessons from the first fulfillment

We can learn a great deal about this end-time
prophecy from the original abomination of deso-
lation Daniel foretold. Antiochus Epiphanes was
a forerunner of the end-time king of the North,
the world dictator the book of Revelation refers

to as the “beast.” No doubt this end-time ruler
will employ the same deceitful and underhanded
methods that marked the reign of Antiochus.

Furthermore, it appears from what we’ve seen
and other scriptural indications that the end-time
ruler will feign overtures of peace to the Jews of
the modern nation of Israel.

What other parallels do we see? Part of the
“abomination” of Antiochus involved the cessa-
tion of the daily temple sacrifices (verse 31). Yet
Daniel’s prophecy makes it clear that sacrifices
will again be ended in conjunction with the
abomination of desolation to come (Daniel 12:9-
13). For this prophecy to be fulfilled, it appears
that sacrifices will again be instituted and an altar
rebuilt before the return of Jesus the Messiah.

In another parallel, Antiochus defiled the
ancient holy temple when he erected an idol of
the pagan god Zeus and sacrificed swine there.
The end-time abomination may also involve an
idolatrous image at a new temple. What we know
for certain is that within the “temple of God”
there will be an actual person who claims to be
God in the flesh (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12).

Christ will destroy this religious figure at His
second coming (verses 5-8), but not before
many have been deceived with “power, signs,
and lying wonders” (verses 9-12).

Also, just as the original abomination of
desolation marked the beginning of a period of
unparalleled horror and misery, so will the final
one begin the time of the greatest horror ever,
the coming Great Tribulation.

We can be thankful that God promises to send
His Son back to earth to save mankind from
self-annihilation in this coming horrible time of
mass deceit and destruction. Indeed, as world
events march ever closer to the fulfillment of
these prophecies, let us draw closer to God in
faith, trusting Him to see us through even the
worst of times, knowing that we aren't left with-
out foreknowledge to help us better understand
end-time events.
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flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then there
will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until
now—and never to be equaled again” (Matthew 24:15-21, NIV).

Witnesses for God and Satan

Jerusalem will be the focus of other crucial events during this fateful
time. God will send to Jerusalem two prophets—as His two witnesses
—to prophesy and perform miracles on His behalf. Like the prophet
Elijah in ancient Israel, they will testify to the whole world that it is
deceived, that it has rejected the true God in favor of an idolatrous
lifestyle reflecting Satan’s evil influence.

“‘And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy
one thousand two hundred and sixty days [3/: years] ... And if anyone
wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their ene-
mies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this man-
ner. These have power to shut heaven [as did the prophet Elijah of old], so
that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over
waters to turn them to blood [like Moses in Egypt], and to strike the earth
with all plagues, as often as they desire” (Revelation 11:3-6).

But Satan has anticipated this and is prepared to resist God. He will
ready his own counterfeits of God’s two witnesses. These two tools of
Satan are prophetically designated as “the beast” and a “false prophet
who worked signs in his [the beast’s] presence, by which he deceived
those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his
image” (Revelation 19:20).

Set against each other for 42 months, or 3% years, will be these
opposing pairs of spiritual leaders—one pair representing God, the other
pair representing Satan and his system.

The beast of Revelation

It’s important at this point to understand that in the book of Revela-
tion the term beast can designate either Satan’s governmental or religious
system or the charismatic leader who is the human head of the govern-
mental system. As in prophecies of Daniel, both the structure and its
leader are represented as a beast that devours opponents.

Notice the influence the leader of the coalition of 10 rulers form-
ing the beast power will wield over the world at that time: “And all the
world marveled and followed the beast. So they worshiped the dragon
who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying,
‘Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?’ And he was
given a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies, and he was given
authority to continue for forty-two months. Then he opened his mouth
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in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, His tabernacle, and
those who dwell in heaven. It was granted to him to make war with the
saints and to overcome them” (Revelation 13:3-7).

The offense of these saints in the eyes of Satan is their allegiance to
God in the face of the devil’s domination of the world. Satan will “make
war with ... [those] who keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17), persecuting and killing
those faithful Christians (Matthew 24:9).

Putting it in context

The events at the time of the end are the climax of trends that began
in the Garden of Eden. There Satan persuaded Adam and Eve to defy
God’s commands. At the time of the end, God will draw a clear distinction
between people who live by His commandments and those who devise
their own religious practices and rules of life under Satan’s influence.
When all is said and done, the winners will be “those who do His com-
mandments” and therefore “have the right to the tree of life, and may enter
through the gates into the city [New Jerusalem]” (Revelation 22:14).

Let’s next put Satan’s determination to destroy God’s people in a
larger context. In a vision the apostle John watched God the Father give
Jesus Christ, in the presence of many witnesses, the greater part of the
book of Revelation. It was in the form of a scroll. This scroll contained
descriptions of significant events related to Christ’s second coming. But
it was sealed with seven seals. Only Jesus Himself was found worthy
to break the seals and open it to our understanding (Revelation 4-5).

John had made it clear in Revelation 1:10 that the “Lord’s Day,” or
Day of the Lord, is the primary subject of these visions from Christ.
They strip off the veil from the Old Testament prophecies that speak
of God’s judgment on the nations.

Opening the seals

In Revelation 6 Christ breaks the seven seals and unveils their mean-
ing. The first four represent the religious deception, wars, famines and
epidemics that lead up to the time of the end (Revelation 6:1-8). Satan’s
end-time persecution and martyrdom of God’s people, as described
in the fifth seal (verses 9-11), and the heavenly signs of the sixth seal
(verses 12-16) also begin before “the great day of His wrath” (verse
17)—before the Day of the Lord.

The first six seals correspond to the signs Christ described in His
Olivet prophecy, recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21. Jesus calls
them “the beginning of birth pains” (Matthew 24:8, NIV). These precede
the time of God’s wrath, the Day of the Lord. Once these conditions and
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events begin, they continue to the very end of the age—increasing in fre-
quency and severity like labor contractions. The intensity of destruction
rapidly escalates from their cumulative effects as the end approaches.

The first six seals in Revelation 6 summarize major events and condi-
tions that lead up to the Day of the Lord. The remainder of the book of
Revelation concentrates primarily on what happens during the Day of
the Lord. At that time God’s judgment will fall on the nations, which
are deceived by Babylon
the Great. This will occur
just before Christ estab-
lishes the Kingdom of
God.

Persecution, tribulation
and heavenly signs

It’s important that we
understand the relationship
between the fifth, sixth
and seventh seals. The
fifth seal describes Satan’s

Jesus Chvist warned that unless the tevvifying events of
the time of the end weve cut shovt, “no living thing could
survive.” Only in vecent decades has it been possible for
this sobeving prophecy to be fulfilled.

war on God’s people, the end-time persecution and martyrdom of many
of those who remain faithful to God: “When He opened the fifth seal,

I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word
of God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge
and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then... it was
said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the
number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed
as they were, was completed” (Revelation 6:9-11).

Jesus further described the persecution and martyrdom of His faith-
ful servants at this bloody and dangerous time: “Then they will deliver
you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations
for My name’s sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise
up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love
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of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved”
(Matthew 24:9-13).

Christ describes this frightening time as one of “great tribulation,”
an era unparalleled in history. “For then there will be great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time,
no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh
would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened”

g : (verses 21-22).

Jesus explains what
must happen next.
“Immediately after
the tribulation of those
days the sun will be
darkened, and the moon
will not give its light;
the stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers
of the heavens will be
shaken” (verse 29).

Now notice how this
corresponds to the sixth seal in Revelation 6:12-16: “I looked when He
opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and
the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like
blood. And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its
late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. Then the sky receded as
a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved
out of its place” (Revelation 6:12-14).

“And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the com-
manders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid them-
selves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the
mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!’” (verses 15-16).

The sixth seal announces and introduces the Day of the Lord: “For
the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (verse
17). The prophet Joel confirms that the time of great tribulation and the
heavenly signs precede the Day of the Lord. “The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great
and awesome day of the LORD” (Joel 2:31).

The Day of the Lord arrives

The Day of the Lord is the time of God’s wrath—His judgment on
any who have set themselves against Him and His people. It is the time
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of his judgment and punishment of the world for its arrogance and
disobedience to His commandments.

Notice what happens when Christ opens the next seal: “When He
opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an
hour. And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them
were given seven trumpets” (Revelation 8:1-2).

This is the time written about since the beginning of written prophecy
(Luke 21:22). Even the angels in heaven are silent while Jesus Christ
breaks the awesome seventh seal. What it reveals is recorded in symbols
portraying the major events of the Day of the Lord.

The judgments and punishments of the Day of the Lord are announced
by seven angels blowing seven trumpets. The seven trumpets represent
the totality of God’s intervention in the affairs of man at the time of the
end. Let’s briefly look at the nature of the punishments that make up
that intervention.

The seven trumpet plagues

The punishments announced by the first four trumpets devastate the
earth’s ecology—mankind’s environmental support system. A third of
the trees are destroyed in the first trumpet disaster, a third of ocean
life is destroyed in the second, a third of the world’s freshwater supply
becomes unusable in the third disaster, and it appears that the atmo-
sphere is polluted and darkened in the fourth trumpet catastrophe
(Revelation 8:6-12).

Though many die during these catastrophic events (verse 11), God is
impressing on mankind that life on the planet exists at His pleasure. As
the apostle Paul told the Athenians, “in Him we live and move and have
our being” (Acts 17:28). God is reminding the world in the only lan-
guage everyone can understand that He, the Creator of life, can also
take life away.

The calamities of the last three trumpets are then directed specifically
toward the inhabitants of the earth, rather than just toward their sur-
roundings: “And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the midst
of heaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants
of the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three
angels who are about to sound!”” (Revelation 8:13). Now God begins
to punish people directly.

Under the punishments of the fifth trumpet, men are not killed but
are tormented “for five months. Their torment was like the torment of
a scorpion when it strikes a man” (Revelation 9:5).

Then the command is given “to the sixth angel who had the trumpet,
‘Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” So

L
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the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month
and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. Now the number of the
army of the horsemen was two hundred million” (Revelation 9:14-16).

Though these prophecies are couched in symbolic language, the
astounding number of deaths caused by smoke, fire and brimstone indi-
cate that the world’s armies will finally unleash their horrifying weapons
of mass destruction. God will allow this to happen. Then the massive
devastation of human life will begin.

The indescribable carnage from the warfare is part of God’s judg-
ments on rebellious mankind. Shortly, His angels will also release “the
seven last plagues” in which “the wrath of God is complete” (Revelation
15:1). This time coincides with Christ’s warning that nothing would
survive if He did not return (Matthew 24:22).

A triumphant announcement

Finally, the most important event of all occurs at the time the final
trumpet is blown: “Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud
voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and
ever!’” (Revelation 11:15).

At that time Christ will “destroy those who destroy the earth” (verse
18). This includes that entire system called Babylon the Great, whose
satanic roots thread back to the dawn of human history: “Then a mighty

What Is “the Lord’s Day"?

Some people mistakenly assume that,
when the apostle John wrote that he
“was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day” (Revela-
tion 1:10), he was worshipping on Sunday
and experienced the vision on that day. But
nowhere does the Bible define “Lord’s Day”
as the first day of the week. If this were refer-
ring to a day of the week, we would have to
conclude that John meant the seventh day,
since God calls that day His “holy day...the
holy day of the Lorp” (Isaiah 58:13). Jesus
Christ said He was the “Lord of the Sabbath”
(Mark 2:28), not some other day of the week
(compare Isaiah 58:13).

However, the context of John’s vision shows
that he wasn't referring to a day of the week
at all. Instead, he wrote that the vision trans-

ported him forward into that time the Bible
elsewhere calls the “day of the Lorp,” “day
of the Lord Jesus Christ” and “day of Christ”
(Jeremiah 46:10; Zephaniah 1:14; Acts 2:20;
1 Corinthians 1:8; 5:5; 2 Corinthians 1:14;
1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:2;
2 Peter 3:10).

These terms are not speaking of a spe-
cific 24-hour period. Instead, they refer to
the end-time events surrounding the return
of Jesus Christ, when He will personally and
directly intervene in human affairs. Thus
these terms indicate the end of the age of
man’s rule and the beginning of the age of
Jesus Christ. This is the theme of the book
of Revelation and “the Lord’s Day” John saw
in vision.
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angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea,
saying, ‘Thus with violence the great city Babylon shall be thrown down,
and shall not be found anymore’” (Revelation 18:21).

John describes Christ’s victory at Jerusalem in the Valley of Jehosha-
phat (see also Joel 3:2, 12-14) in the accompanying battle: “Now I saw
[in a vision] heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat
on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges
and makes war ... And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their
armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse
and against His army.

“Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received
the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two
were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. And the rest
were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him
who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh”
(Revelation 19:11-21).

Something else must happen before Jesus Christ can begin His earthly
reign: Satan must be restrained and removed from his dominance over
the world. “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of
the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound
him for a thousand years” (Revelation 20:1-2).

With organized opposition removed, Christ will then begin the work
of bringing genuine peace and righteousness to mankind. In the next
chapter we will see God’s prophets’ description of the incredible world
Jesus Christ will build as He restores the rule and ways of God.
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The Millennial Reign
of Jesus Christ

hen Jesus Christ returns to earth He will initiate “the

time of universal restoration that God announced long

ago through his holy prophets” (Acts 3:21, NRSV).

Those prophets consistently assured ancient Israel

and Judah that a righteous King would restore God’s
Kingdom to earth.

The prophets reveal the exact spot to which the Messiah, God’s
anointed King, will return: “And in that day His feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east” (Zechariah 14:4).
Starting with Jerusalem as His capital city, He will expand His reign to
the world (verses 9).

Once God’s Kingdom is established in Jerusalem among the people of
Israel, Christ will ask representatives of all nations to come to Jerusalem
to learn about His laws. He will summon them to Jerusalem to attend
God’s annual Feast of Tabernacles: “And it shall come to pass that every-
one who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go
up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep
the Feast of Tabernacles” (verse 16; see Leviticus 23:33-44).

Not all nations will immediately cooperate. Remember, Satan will
have organized these same nations to fight Christ at His return. They will
not quickly accept Him even after Satan is bound. Therefore Christ will
“judge between the nations, and rebuke many people” (Isaiah 2:4). Early
in Christ’s reign, strong measures still will be necessary to convince most
nations that He intends to enforce the laws of God.

How will He make this clear, especially to nations who obstinately
refuse to attend the Feast of Tabernacles? His means of communicating
His message to them will be straightforward. He will simply demon-
strate His control over the natural forces of earth. “And it shall be that
whichever of the families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to
worship the King, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain”
(Zechariah 14:17).

The nations will quickly learn that their existence depends on God’s
blessing. Good weather and bountiful crops are blessings from God. From
this time forward only nations that obey God will reap those blessings.

All others will not. Such a system will serve as a convincing argument.
In time, all nations will respond.
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Let’s now examine some of the specifics of Christ’s reign.

Rewarding the saints

Jesus Christ has promised to reward people who through the ages
have faithfully served Him (Revelation 11:18; 22:12). Notice their
part in His Kingdom: “Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first
resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years” (Revelation 20:6). This future period is often simply called the
Millennium (a 1,000-year span).

From the beginning of Christ’s millennial reign the faithful servants
of God—including many who will have suffered severe persecution
and martyrdom—will serve as the teachers and administrators of that
wonderful world to come. They will assist Jesus in teaching the ways of
peace and righteousness to the nations. This will fulfill Christ’s prom-
ise to His Church: “To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me
on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His
throne” (Revelation 3:21).

The prophet Daniel foretold the same thing: “Then the kingdom and
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven,
shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High. His kingdom
is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey Him”
(Daniel 7:27).

Christ does not plan to change the world single-handedly. At His com-
ing His faithful servants will be immediately transformed from flesh and
blood into immortal spirit beings who can assist Him. Paul explained:

“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell
you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 15:50-53).

These transformed beings will sit with Jesus Christ on His throne.
They will serve with Him as teachers and administrators during His mil-
lennial reign. (For more details about the incredible future God has in
store for mankind, be sure to download or request your free copies of the
booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom, What Is Your Destiny? and What
Happens After Death?)

The restoration of all Israel
Long ago God also promised: “The days are surely coming, says the
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Lorp, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch [his descen-
dant, the Messiah], and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety” (Jeremiah 23:5-6, NRSV).

The restoration of all of the tribes of Israel as one nation under the reign
of the Messiah is foretold again and again in the writings of the prophets.

Through Ezekiel God says: “Surely I will take the children of Israel
from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them
from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make
them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king
shall be king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall
they ever be divided into two kingdoms again” (Ezekiel 37:21-22).

And through Jeremiah: “Now therefore, thus says the LorD, the God
of Israel, concerning this city [Jerusalem] of which you say, ‘It shall
be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the sword, by the
famine, and by the pestilence’: ‘Behold, I will gather them out of all
countries where I have driven them in My anger, in My fury, and in
great wrath; I will bring them back to this place, and I will cause them
to dwell safely. They shall be My people, and I will be their God; then
I will give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever’”
(Jeremiah 32:36-39).

Since Christ will establish Jerusalem as His capital, the first people to
experience the effects of His rule will be the restored kingdom of Israel.
As their King, He will immediately establish a close working relation-
ship with them: “Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them,
and it shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them
and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst... Indeed
I will be their God, and they shall be My people. The nations also will
know that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel, when My sanctuary is in their
midst forevermore” (Ezekiel 37:26-28).

The people of Israel will play a necessary role in helping other
nations implement God’s ways. Once God has forgiven their sins, Jesus
Christ will begin using a humbled and repentant Israel to spread the
knowledge of God’s law to other nations. The whole world will gradually
come under the administration of a unified code of law, the law of God.
Jesus will coordinate this as He reigns over the nations from Jerusalem.
The world will finally learn to obey God’s law.

Israel will help the nations learn God’s ways

Concerning the restored nation of Israel during Christ’s millennial
reign, God says: “Behold... I will heal them and reveal to them the
abundance of peace and truth. And I will cause the captives of Judah
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and the captives of Israel to return, and will rebuild those places as at
the first. I will cleanse them from all their iniquity by which they have
sinned against Me, and I will pardon all their iniquities ... Then [Jeru-
salem] shall be to Me a name of joy, a praise, and an honor before all
nations of the earth, who shall hear all the good that I do to them; they
shall fear and tremble for all the goodness and all the prosperity that

I provide for it” (Jeremiah 33:6-9).

As the people of Israel learn to follow God’s ways, their example will
inspire other nations to seek the same way of life and to want to reap
the same blessings: “Yes, many peoples and strong nations shall come
to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD.
Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘In those days ten men from every lan-
guage of the nations
shall grasp the sleeve
of a Jewish man, say-
ing, “Let us go with
you, for we have
heard that God is with
you”’” (Zechariah
8:22-23).

Nations will see
that keeping God’s law
works. They will come
to Jerusalem to learn
how they can apply it

Under Jesus Christ’s vule, the wovld will be transformed
into a pavadise of peace and plenty. “Evevyone shall sit

under bis vine and under bis fig tree, and no one shall
make them afraid” (Micahb 4:4).

in their own lands: “Many nations shall come and say, ‘Come, and let
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;
He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.” For out of
Zion the law shall go forth, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem”
(Micah 4:2). Eventually “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
LoORD as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

The fruit of right knowledge

With Jesus Christ as King, Jerusalem will be the center of learning
for the world. God’s Word, the Bible, will provide a solid foundation
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for the development of education and knowledge:

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth ... It shall pros-
per in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out with joy, and be
led out with peace; the mountains and the hills shall break forth into
singing before you, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree, and instead of the
brier shall come up the myrtle tree; and it shall be to the LoRrD for a
name, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Isaiah 55:11-13).

Prosperity will increase while crime and corruption will cease:
“Instead of bronze I will bring gold, instead of iron I will bring silver,
instead of wood, bronze, and instead of stones, iron. I will also make
your officers peace, and your magistrates righteousness. Violence shall
no longer be heard in your land, neither wasting nor destruction within
your borders” (Isaiah 60:17-18).

It takes much more than mere knowledge, however, to produce lasting
peace and cooperation. A spiritual change is also necessary. It will be
that spiritual change in the people of Israel that will inspire other nations
to admire their way of life and want to emulate it:

“O house of Israel, ... for My holy name’s sake ... I will take you from
among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into
your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be
clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take
the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will
put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you
will keep My judgments and do them” (Ezekiel 36:22-27).

The spiritual restoration of humanity is the most important trans-
formation that will occur during this millennial period when the world
is transformed. The Spirit of God will enable people to willingly and
enthusiastically obey Him from the heart: “But this is the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the
LorD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people” (Jeremiah 31:33;
Hebrews 8:10).

God’s Spirit will phenomenally transform people. Obedience will be
widespread; people will exhibit honorable leadership and enjoy a stable
society: “T will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as
at the beginning. Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness,
the faithful city” (Isaiah 1:26).

The changes will be permanent, lasting throughout subsequent genera-
tions: “Also your people shall all be righteous; they shall inherit the land
forever ... that I may be glorified. A little one shall become a thousand,
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and a small one a strong nation. I, the LORD, will hasten it in its time”
(Isaiah 60:21-22).

Each new generation will carry on this tradition of righteousness:
“All your children shall be taught by the LoRD, and great shall be the
peace of your children” (Isaiah 54:13). People the world over will notice
and respect their example: “Their descendants shall be known among
the Gentiles, and their offspring among the people. All who see them
shall acknowledge them, that they are the posterity whom the LORD has
blessed” (Isaiah 61:9).

Spirituality spreads

As people from other nations see what happens in Jerusalem and its
environs, they too will want to serve the living God: “Also the sons of
the foreigner who join themselves to the LORD, to serve Him, and to
love the name of the LORD, to be His servants—everyone who keeps
from defiling the Sabbath, and holds fast My covenant—even them I
will bring to My holy mountain, and make them joyful in My house of
prayer ... For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations”
(Isaiah 56:6-7).

Finally the barriers between Israel and other nations will fall. This
will occur because all will eventually realize “there is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

Physical blessings

As people the world over begin to obey God, first by getting their
spiritual priorities straight, they will begin to experience unprecedented
physical prosperity:

“‘Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, ‘when the plowman
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows seed;
the mountains shall drip with sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow
with it... They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and drink wine from them; they shall also make gardens
and eat fruit from them’” (Amos 9:13-14).

Isaiah compares this time to a perpetual feast with the best of every-
thing: “On this mountain the LoRD of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with
marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear” (Isaiah 25:6, NRSV).

Notice this inspiring description of blessings yet to come: “They shall
build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their
fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,
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and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not
labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring
blessed by the LorRD—and their descendants as well.

“Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will
hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw
like the ox ... They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the LORD” (Isaiah
65:21-25, NRSV).

This vision of the mil-
lennial reign of Christ
is not an illusion but
a promise of reality.
Jesus Christ will return
to earth to spiritually
transform its people
and establish utopia, a
paradise on earth. The
combination of removing

““The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall
eat strvaw like the ox... They shall not huvt nov destroy in
all My holy mountain,’ says the LORD” (Isaiah 65:21-25).

Satan’s influence, giving humanity God’s Spirit and teaching the world
the laws and ways of God will produce 1,000 years of peace and a
society blessed beyond its wildest dreams.

But, incredible as this sounds, prophecy reveals that an even more
amazing period awaits mankind.
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Beyond the
Millennium

e have seen that Jesus Christ, assisted by His faithful
servants, will transform the world after His return to
earth. But, even after this 1,000-year reign of peace
and prosperity, much important work lies ahead.

Jesus spoke of a time when the people of all nations
would gather before Him. Why? So He can “separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats” (Matthew 25:32).

Notice the nature and result of this separation: “Then the King
will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world’” (verses 33-34). “Then He will also say to those on the left
hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels’... These will go away into everlasting
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life” (verse 41, 46).

How will this happen? Who will be involved in this judgment? Notice
how Jesus Christ will perform the process of separating the wicked from
the righteous. At the beginning of His reign He begins to judge between
the nations, teaching them to turn from evil to righteousness (Isaiah 2:4).

Satan released for a short time

Also, the apostle John in Revelation describes his vision of the transi-
tion to Christ’s reign in which he saw that an angel “seized the dragon,
that ancient serpent who is the Devil, or Satan, and chained him up ... till
the thousand years were ended.” However, this is not the end of Satan’s
role in human affairs, because “after that he must be let loose for a little
while” (Revelation 20:2-3, REB).

Notice what happens at the end of the Millennium: “When the thou-
sand years are ended, Satan will be let loose from his prison, and he will
come out to seduce the nations in the four quarters of the earth. He will
muster them for war, the hosts of Gog and Magog, countless as the sands
of the sea. They marched up over the breadth of the land and laid siege
to the camp of God’s people and the city He loves. But fire came down
on them from heaven and consumed them. Their seducer, the Devil, was
flung into the lake of fire and sulfur...” (verses 7-10, REB).

Why would God release Satan to again seduce people after the won-
derful 1,000-year reign of Jesus Christ? Though no specific explanation
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is given, a logical reason for this turn of events seems evident.

During the Millennium people will have the choice of only one way
of life—the way Christ teaches them. Many generations will grow up
without ever being exposed to any other way of life.

From the beginning, however, God has always allowed people to
choose between good and evil (Deuteronomy 30:19). It would be a
mistake to believe that no one born during the Millennium would ever
choose the ways of Satan if the opportunity were available.

We can see from the events described in Revelation 20 that God will
make that choice available to many people who will live during that
1,000-year era. It is also reasonable to believe that some of them will
respond to Satan’s intrigue and choose his selfish, rebellious ways over
the cooperative and loving ways of God.

Sufficient numbers of people will make this choice to form a sizable
army. “They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the
camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven
and devoured them” (Revelation 20:9, NIV).

God has always tested His people to see what is in their hearts (Deuter-
onomy 8:2; 1 Thessalonians 2:4; Hebrews 11:17). We should not assume
that those living during the Millennium will be treated differently. This
will be a test that at least some of them will have to face. No doubt all who
live during that 1,000 years will have the opportunity to see whether they
will be faithful to God and His ways. The only example revealed to us,
however, is that God will release Satan for a time.

Once this test is over, Satan will never again be allowed to deceive
anyone.

The general resurrection of the dead

Now the greatest judgment of all must begin. As we read earlier, at
Jesus Christ’s return only His faithful saints will be resurrected. Proph-
ecy reveals that “the rest of the dead did not live again until the thou-
sand years were finished” (Revelation 20:5). Another resurrection will
take place after the Millennium!

The enormity of this event is difficult to convey, and its significance
is hard to imagine. What is to happen to the unsaved billions of people
who have ever lived? What is this time of judgment all about?

Now is the time for all other people—all those who lived from Adam’s
time up to the generation living into the Millennium at Christ’s return—
to learn the truth of God and enjoy the same opportunity for salvation
given to those whom God called during the Millennium. They will all be
raised from the dead with a marvelous opportunity to know God for the
first time!
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First, notice the description and setting of this resurrection: “Then
I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it...” (verse 11).

John, in vision, then witnessed an astounding sight: “And I saw the
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written
in the books” (verse 12).

This is the resurrection of the “rest of the dead” mentioned earlier.

In his vision John saw them stand before God’s throne.

What does this mean? We must let the Bible explain itself. But first
we need to understand the implication of certain critical words and
expressions.

The word judgment does not have to imply a condemnation to death.
It can just as well refer to an acquittal, the determination that a person
should not be punished. Judgment is simply a process to decide who
deserves a punishment or reward and who does not. The judgment
described in Revelation 20 is just that—a separation of the wicked and
the righteous. Some will be punished, but many more will have their
names entered into the Book of Life.

What are the criteria for this judgment? Two factors are involved.
These people are judged “by the things which were written in the books”
and “according to their works” (verse 12). The Greek word translated
“books,” biblion, apparently refers here to the books in the Holy Scrip-
tures, the Bible. Those in this resurrection are judged by the biblical
criteria for righteousness.

Now, what “works” of theirs must be judged? This is important to
understand.

The reason these people did not appear in the first resurrection is that
they were not among the firstfruits who were first called, taught the truth
of God and then judged to be worthy of eternal life in that earlier resur-
rection. God did not choose to call them to salvation in the previous age of
man, when Peter spoke of conversion in terms of “as many as the Lord our
God will call” (Acts 2:39). Contrary to popular belief, today is not the only
day of salvation: “Now is...a day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2, Young’s
Literal Translation).

In many cases these people’s past works would count against them.
But other passages in the Bible explain that they will not be judged on
past performance alone. They will be resurrected and given opportu-
nity and time to repent and demonstrate their willingness to obey God.
After all, most of these billions of resurrected men, women and chil-
dren will have never known the true God or even heard of Jesus Christ
and the Bible.
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People from all human eras resurrected

Notice that Jesus says the people of His generation will rise in this
resurrection along with people from other ages and other nations: “The
queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12:42).

Jesus stated that “the queen of the South”—better known as the queen
of Sheba, who lived in Solomon’s time almost 1,000 years earlie—will be
resurrected to life again with those who heard Christ preach in His day!

“And you, Capernaum, ... if the mighty works which were done in
you had been done in
Sodom, it would have
remained until this
day ... It shall be more
tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of
judgment than for you”
(Matthew 11:23-24).
Here Jesus said that
those who had lived
in Sodom—who were
destroyed for their noto-
rious depravity almost
2,000 years earlier—will

This period is the time fov all other people to learn the
truth of God and enjoy the same opportunity for salva-
tion given to those who lived duving the Millennium.

be more willing to accept and obey Christ “in the day of judgment”
than Jesus’ own contemporaries.

This will be a truly remarkable time when people of all eras and
nations are brought back to life to learn God’s
truth for the first time. Contrary to the common religious belief that
people who have never heard of Christ are condemned to hell or pur-
gatory at death, the Bible reveals that all will have the opportunity to
choose whether they will learn God’s way, repent and receive God’s gift
of eternal life.

Details of this great resurrection
What will happen when these people come back to life for this time
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of judgment? The prophet Ezekiel gives us the answer. In a vision he
sees a huge valley full of dried bones, all that remained of many long-
dead people (Ezekiel 37:1-2). He is told, “Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope
is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’” (verse 11).

Like most people, they probably believed that when a sinner dies all
hope is lost for him. Through Ezekiel’s dramatic vision, God corrects
that false idea.

Here is what God reveals concerning this great mass of people who
died without repentance: “‘Behold, O My people, I will open your graves
and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of
Israel. Then you shall know that I am the LoRrD, when I have opened your
graves, O My people, and brought you up from your graves. I will put My
Spirit in you, and you shall live, and.... you shall know that I, the LORD,
have spoken it and performed it,” says the LORD” (verses 12-14).

The purpose of this resurrection is to make God’s Spirit available to
these people so they can live, not to condemn or destroy them. Remem-
ber that “God our Savior ... desires all men to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4).

This resurrection will make God’s fervent desire possible. It will open
the door so all people who have ever lived can be taught the truth and
receive the opportunity to repent so they, too, can be saved.

This means that the judgment of that day will take time, enough time
for people to change their lives, sufficient time for them to show clear
evidence of repentance and prove themselves faithful to God.

Of course, patience is God’s nature. He is also merciful. That is why
Peter tells us, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some
count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). In
His master plan of salvation, God has scheduled a time and opportunity
for repentance for everyone.

God'’s judgment is complete

Any time of judgment involves decisions. At the end of this judgment
period God will separate the last of the wicked from the righteous and
destroy the wicked forever: “And they were judged, each one according
to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death. And anyone not found written in the Book of Life
was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:13-15).

Unlike those raised to immortality in the first resurrection (verse 6;

1 Corinthians 15:50-53), the people in this resurrection are restored ini-
tially to physical, fleshly existence (Ezekiel 37:4-10). They are mortal,
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given temporary life with an opportunity to repent and choose God’s
way of life. Those in this resurrection who choose that way and ulti-
mately remain faithful to Him will be given immortal spirit life in God’s
family, joining those in the first resurrection.

Some, however, will still refuse to repent and submit to God. They
are subject to “the second death.” Notice who will suffer this fate in the
lake of fire: “The cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexu-
ally immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in
the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death”
(Revelation 21:8).

This second death will be complete destruction from which no resur-
rection is possible. As Jesus Himself explained, all who do not repent
will perish (Luke 13:2-5). The prophet Malachi explained the finality of
this destruction: “‘For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
and all the proud, yes, all who do wickedly will be stubble. And the day
which is coming shall burn them up,” says the LoRD of hosts, ‘that will
leave them neither root nor branch’” (Malachi 4:1).

Even in this, God is merciful. Rather than allowing some to live on
in a life of sin and rebellion that will bring only sorrow and anguish to
themselves and those around them, God will simply remove any source
of potential suffering. Those who willingly refuse to repent and choose
eternal life will be utterly destroyed, reduced to nothing but ashes (verse
3). This is a far more merciful and loving fate than that represented by
the common misconception of the unrepentant tortured forever in an
ever-burning hell. (To better understand this biblical truth, be sure to
download or request our free booklets What Happens After Death? and
Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?)

A new heaven and a new earth

John’s vision does not end with the lake of fire. He writes of what fol-
lows: “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away” (Revelation 21:1).

The last two chapters of the book of Revelation present the vision the
apostle John received of a marvelous renewal of heaven and earth. Who
will inherit this “new heaven and new earth”? John quotes God giving
the answer: “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his
God and he shall be My son” (verse 7).

These “children of God, ... heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ”
(Romans 8:17), will become like Jesus Christ is today (1 John 3:1-2) as
co-owners of the wonderfully renewed heaven and earth.

As the apostle Paul explained, “the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us”
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(Romans 8:18) when we “inherit all things.”

This promised inheritance is made possible through Jesus Christ, “for
whom are all things and by whom are all things,” who plays a central
role “in bringing many sons to glory” (Hebrews 2:10).

Paul comments on the nature of the glory we are destined to inherit:
“The sun has a splendour of its own, the moon another splendour, and
the stars yet another; and one star differs from another in brightness. So
it is with the resurrection of the dead: what is sown as a perishable thing
is raised imperishable. Sown in humiliation, it is raised in glory; sown
in weakness, it is raised in power; sown a physical body, it is raised a
spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15:41-44, REB).

The new heaven and new earth will be populated with the children
of God who are miraculously changed into immortal spirit beings
(verses 51-54).

The eternal family of God

The next thing John sees in his vision is a city, New Jerusalem,
coming down from heaven as a gift from God. The city is described as
“a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21:2), a description that
emphasizes the relationship of its inhabitants. It represents the eternal
household or community of the children of God. The husband, or bride-
groom, is Jesus Christ (Matthew 25:1), who is “the firstborn among
many brethren” (Romans 8:29).

God the Father Himself dwells among them: “And I heard a loud voice
from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will
be with them and be their God” (Revelation 21:3). This community is
God’s family.

Residents of this city are the true “Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16).
“Also she had a great and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels
at the gates, and names written on them, which are the names of the
twelve tribes of the children of Israel” (Revelation 21:12).

In other words, they are the spiritual descendants of Abraham,

“the father of all those who believe” (Romans 4:11; compare Gala-
tians 3:29). For “by faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance ... He dwelt
in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited
for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God”
(Hebrews 11:8-10).

The huge dimensions of the city indicate the awesome success Jesus
Christ will have in bringing the overwhelming majority of people who
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have ever lived to repentance and salvation. “The city is laid out as a
square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city
with the reed: twelve thousand furlongs [1,500 miles, or 2,500 kilome-
ters]. Its length, breadth, and height are equal” (Revelation 21:16).

God reveals here that the number of people who will come to repen-
tance and receive eternal life will be like the stars in the heavens and
the sand on the seashore—beyond the natural ability of any human
being to count them. This is the blessing God promised to Abraham
(Genesis 22:17).

The vision the apostle John received of this magnificent city provides

’ m us with a visual illustra-

% tion of the family God
is creating. God dwells
in the midst of this city
of His immortal, spirit
children.

Another paradise

The biblical account of
man begins in the Garden
of Eden at the head of
four rivers. In the midst
of that garden God placed
the tree of life and the

The number of people who will come to vepentance and
receive eternal life will be like the stavs in the heavens
and the sand on the seashove—beyond the natural
ability of any buman being to count them.

tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:8-15). Satan, the great
deceiver, first persuaded Eve to sin, then Adam joined her. As a result

of their rebellion against God’s instruction, Adam and Eve chose to par-
take of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil—a deadly
mixture that has brought suffering and anguish to mankind ever since
(Genesis 3:1-6).

The final chapter in the account of human destiny closes with a
description of another garden. It surrounds the throne of God from
which a river flows with the “water of life.”

“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the middle
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of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life”
(Revelation 22:1-2).

The fruit in this paradise is good. “And there shall be no more curse,
but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants
shall serve Him” (verse 3). All sorrow and suffering will be gone forever
(Revelation 21:4).
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You can know the future

At the outset we posed a question: Must we remain ignorant of our
future? Now we can see that God provides us a clear picture of our des-

1 L
! i
P W Living in ths I 4 -

tiny. But the decision is ours. We must choose whether we will turn from y G}]?}";l \'I]l H'u Hrml' u,f' im

Viddle East
1le Prophecy

the ways of Satan and this present evil world (represented in the Garden
of Eden by the tree of knowledge of good and evil) to the righteous ways
of God (pictured by the tree of life).

How awesome it is to know the tremendous future God has planned
for us! And with that comes the responsibility to choose Him and His
ways and to remain committed, considering Jesus’ words in Revelation
22:6-7 as He closes the vision of the new heaven and the new earth:
“These words are faithful and true ... Behold, I am coming quickly!
Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”
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SO much is happenm% in the
world, and so quickly, that
it’s almost impossible to sort
it all out.

Where are today’s dramatic and danger-

ous trends taking us? What does Bible
prophecy reveal about our future? Is
prophecy coming to pass before our
eyes? How can you know the answers?

You're probably very concerned with
the direction the world is heading. So
are we. That's why we've created cru-
cial resources to help you make sense
of it all!

 If you're not already a subscriber,
request a free subscription to our
bimonthly Good News magazine at
www.gnmagazine.org.

» While you're at it, also request a
free subscription to our World News
and Prophecy newsletter at www.
wnponline.org.
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¢ Also request or download free
copies of these eye-opening booklets
at www.ucg.org/booklets: You Can
Understand Bible Prophecy, The Book
of Revelation Unveiled, The Middle
East in Bible Prophecy, The Gospel
of the Kingdom and Are We Living
in the Time of the End? You can’t
afford to be without this crucial
information!

¢ You can also enroll in our free Bible
Study Course at www.ucg.org/bsc.

* Be sure to visit our www.wnponline.
org Web site where you'll find dozens

of articles, an online blog discussing
the latest news and trends, podeasts of
what'’s happening in the world around
us, links to significant news items from
hundreds of news sources, and more.

* Tune in to the Beyond Today TV pro-
gram. To watch or download programs
and to find viewing information for
your area, visit www.beyondtoday.tv.
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If You'd Like to Know More...

Who we are: This publication is provided free of charge by the United Church
of God, an International Association, which has ministers and congregations
throughout much of the world.

We trace our origins to the Church
that Jesus founded in the early first
century. We follow the same teach-
ings, doctrines and practices estab-
lished then. Our commission is to
proclaim the gospel of the coming
Kingdom of God to all the world

as a witness and to teach all nations
to observe what Christ commanded
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

Free of charge: Jesus Christ said, “Freely you have received, freely give”
(Matthew 10:8). The United Church of God offers this and other publications
free of charge as an educational service

in the public interest. We invite you
to request your free subscription

to The Good News magazine and
to enroll in our 12-lesson Bible Study
| Course, also free of charge.

| We are grateful for the generous
J tithes and offerings of the members
- of the Church and other supporters
who voluntarily contribute to support this work. We do not solicit the general
public for funds. However, contributions to help us share this message of hope

with others are welcomed. All funds are audited annually by an independent
accounting firm.

Personal counsel available: Jesus commanded His followers to feed His

sheep (John 21:15-17). To help fulfill this command, the United Church of
God has congregations around the world. In these congregations believers
assemble to be instructed from the Scriptures and to fellowship.

The United Church of God is committed to understanding and practicing
New Testament Christianity. We desire to share God's way of life with those
who earnestly seek to follow our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Our ministers are available to counsel, answer ques-
tions and explain the Bible. If you would like to

contact a minister or visit one of our congregations, ~
please feel free to contact our office nearest you.

For additional information: Visit our Web site
www.gnmagazine.org to download or request any
of our publications, including issues of The Good
News, dozens of free booklets and much more.
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