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Highlights to Think About From This Month’s Reading

The Bible: Myth or History (from The Good News, March/April 2002) September 1

Many people will tell you that the Bible is only a collection of fables, but they’re not telling you the

whole story. Can you believe the Bible? The implications are enormous.

by Scott Ashley

You’ve read the articles. You’ve watched the reports and
listened to the stories. Routinely they allege or at least suggest
that the Bible isn’t really believable.

By now everyone knows, they imply, that the Bible’s stories
could not have happened the way they are written. After all,
plenty of reporters, professors and scientists tell us such is the
case—that the Bible is mostly myth.

But is it? Or is a different myth being foisted off on us?
Surveys show that belief in the Bible is declining at an astounding
rate. According to pollster George Gallup: “As recently as 1963,
two [Americans] in three viewed the Bible as the actual word of
God, to be taken literally, word for word. Today [1999], only
one person in three still holds to that interpretation” (George
Gallup Jr. and Michael Lindsay, Surveying the Religious
Landscape: Trends in U.S. Beliefs, 1999, p. 36).

Only two years later, in 2001, the Gallup poll showed that
only 27 percent of Americans—barely one in four—still believed
the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and literally true in
every respect.

In other countries belief that the Bible is the true Word of
God is far lower. A 1991 survey found that only 25 percent of
the Irish, 20 percent of Italians, 13 percent of Britons,
Norwegians and Dutch and 10 percent of former West Germans
believed the Bible was absolutely true and should be taken literally. A 1999 poll in Britain indicated
that fewer than half its respondents believed that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Even more startling,
14 percent said they knew nothing at all about Him. More than one in five believed He was “just a
story.” Almost half of those polled had never attended a church service.

What’s behind these trends? Only a generation ago the common view among most Americans,
and much of the Western world, was that the Bible is literally true—and the direct revelation of God
and of His will. Now why do so many people, including many professing Christians, distrust or
disbelieve what the Bible says?

A shift to unbelief
For many centuries people simply assumed that everything in the Bible was true. But then, from

the late 1600s through the 1800s, a series of scientific discoveries came to light that many assumed
contradicted the Bible.

In reality they didn’t contradict the Bible, but only common assumptions religious leaders and
other people had made about the Bible (for in-depth details, request or download our free booklets
Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God Exist? and Creation or Evolution: Does It Really Matter What
You Believe? from our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org).

However, the damage caused by these false assumptions had been done, and the Bible had been
discredited in the eyes of many. In the mid-1800s Charles Darwin proposed the theory of evolution,
which many intellectuals quickly latched onto as a way to explain the existence of a creation without
a Creator. His theory quickly found fertile ground and paved the way for a widespread belief in a
creation without a Creator.

It wasn’t long before many intellectuals, particularly those teaching in European universities,
began to “deconstruct” the Bible. They soon concluded that, among other things, the books of the
Bible couldn’t have been written by their reputed authors—and, for that matter, the Bible couldn’t
have been written until hundreds of years after their lifetimes. All in all, they decided, the Bible’s

“In the days of Pekah king of

Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of
Assyria came,” says 2 Kings
15:29. The fierce monarch’s
portrait, carved in stone, was
found in his palace at Nimrud
26 centuries later. He is one of
many biblical figures whose
existence has been proven by
archaeological discoveries.
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stories and characters were simply a collection of myths and legends pieced together by writers many
centuries after they supposedly happened.

For them the Bible was only a collection of ancient fables no different from the timeworn myths
of any other ancient tribal history. Sadly, their thinking not only persists to our day but permeates
the curricula of many universities. Students are saturated with these ideas by professors who
aggressively promote an anti-Bible bias. That bias now pervades the mass media and most of the
scientific community.

Richard Dawkins, professor of zoology at Oxford University, is an aggressive proponent of
evolution whose contemptuous view of the biblical creation account is typical of those who dismiss
the Bible as being the inspired truth of God.

“Nearly all peoples have developed their own creation myth,” he writes, “and the Genesis story
is just the one that happened to have been adopted by one particular tribe of Middle Eastern herders.
It has no more special status than the belief of a particular West African tribe that the world was
created from the excrement of ants” (The Blind Watchmaker: Why the Evidence of Evolution Reveals
a Universe Without Design, 1986, p. 316).

Critics formulate their own myths
So which is it? Is the Bible the revelation of man’s Creator, as it claims to be? Is it an accurate

history of ancient peoples—men and women who lived long ago whose stories were recorded for
us—or is it a patchwork collection of fables?

Critics of the Bible have long ridiculed its value as a historical document. For decades many
vehemently argued that the Hebrew Scriptures couldn’t be what they claimed to be since, according t o
these critics, the art of writing dated back only to about 1000 B.C.—around the time of Israel’s King
David.

Anything earlier than a few centuries B.C., they argued, was unreliable oral tradition at best and
wildly exaggerated mythmaking at worst. Thus they could safely dismiss the entire Old Testament as
any sort of reliable historical document. The events of Genesis, the Exodus from Egypt, King David
and his exploits, stories of armies and empires, the kings of Israel and Judah and so much more—all,
they said, were nothing but fable.

Although critics of the Bible still abound, fewer and fewer are willing to make the same arguments
on those same grounds. Why? The evidence grows daily that the modern-day mythmakers were
wrong—spectacularly wrong.

Empires emerge from the sands of time
Rather than accept the Bible’s witness as true until proven wrong, critics took the position that

the Bible is untrue until proven otherwise—a way of thinking that, regrettably, permeates the minds
of many scholars and thinkers to this day. But is their bias justified?

Evidence for the authenticity and accuracy of the Bible began to surface virtually the instant
archaeologists started to scratch the surface of the biblical lands in the mid-1800s.

One of the earliest of these scientific explorers was the American Edward Robinson. He identified
the location or ruins of literally hundreds of biblical towns and cities by a remarkably simple method:
He simply talked to the Arab inhabitants, who had preserved the traditional names of the locations in
their own tongue for centuries! Subsequent excavations at many of these sites have proven they were
correct; the names were indeed passed on accurately over many generations.

Shortly after Robinson’s first forays into the Holy Land, English, German and French excavators
began to explore ruins in what is today Iraq. Their finds were staggering. They uncovered not only
the great cities of the Assyrian and Babylonian empires mentioned in the Bible, but palaces and
monuments of the very kings recorded in the Scriptures. Some even contained accounts of military
campaigns that matched the Bible’s, as well as carvings depicting the actual battles. (See “The
Mighty Assyrian Empire Emerges From the Dust,” below.)

A lost people emerges
Another major shock to those who maintained that the Bible was myth was the 1876 discovery

of proof of an entire empire that had been lost to history. Though they are mentioned 47 times in
the Bible, many scholars had come to regard the Hittites as simply a fable.

However, the discovery of inscribed clay tablets at a Turkish site led to an excavation that
uncovered a fortified citadel, five temples, enormous stone sculptures and a room containing more
than 10,000 tablets.

Says archaeologist and author Randall Price: “Once they were finally deciphered it was announced
to the world that the Hittites had been found! [The site] had in fact been the ancient capital of the



The Good News Bible Reading Program September 2004

4

Hittite empire . . . The rediscovery of this lost people, one of the most outstanding achievements in
Near Eastern archaeology, now serves as a caution to those who doubt the historicity of particular
biblical accounts” (The Stones Cry Out, 1997, p. 83).

By no means are these the only people and empires mentioned in the Bible whose existence has
since been proved by the archaeologist’s spade. As more sites have been explored, many more
peoples and even specific individuals recorded in the Scriptures have been verified as real.

Proof that biblical figures were real
As recently as a decade ago, some argued that Israel’s most famous king, David, was but a myth.

The record of the Bible wasn’t good enough, they insisted; proof of his existence must be found
elsewhere.

In 1993 that proof emerged when Israeli archaeologists discovered an inscription that referred t o
the royal dynasty David founded. Recorded on a monument some 150 years after David’s death, the
inscription commemorates the victory of the king of Damascus over the forces of Israel and their
king, who was “of the house [dynasty] of David” (see “An Ancient Inscription Proves David Was
Real,” page 5).

Over the years dozens of artifacts and inscriptions bearing the names of individuals mentioned in
the Bible have been uncovered. In 1982 a cache of 51 ancient baked-clay seals that were used to bind
papyrus or parchment scrolls was uncovered in a Jerusalem excavation. One bore the impression of
the seal of “Gemaryahu [Gemariah] the son of Shaphan.” This same “Gemariah, the son of
Shaphan,” was a scribe in the court of Judah’s king Jehoiakim as mentioned in Jeremiah 36:10-12,
25-26.

In 1975 another hoard of seals emerged, apparently uncovered in unauthorized digging in
Jerusalem. One bore the name of Ishmael, the man who assassinated Gedaliah, the governor
appointed by the Babylonians after they destroyed Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:25).

Even more surprising, another seal bore the name “Berekhyahu [Baruch] son of Neriyahu
[Neriah] the scribe.” This man was none other than “Baruch the scribe,” trusted friend, confidant and
scribe of Jeremiah the prophet (Jeremiah 36:4-32; 43:1-6; 45:1-2).

As if that were not astounding enough, another seal in a private collection in England was found
to bear not only Baruch’s name but a fingerprint along one edge—apparently Baruch’s own
fingerprint from when he impressed his seal into the soft clay some 2,600 years ago!

These are only a few of the finds that prove specific people mentioned in the Bible—many only
in an incidental way—were indeed real and lived at the exact time and in the exact location in which
the Bible places them. A complete list of such finds would fill many pages of this magazine.

Other finds foil critics’ claims
What about the critics’ assertion that the Bible couldn’t have been written when it claimed to be

because the ancient Hebrews didn’t know how to write at that time? This assumption was demolished
in 1979 when, in the course of excavating a tomb in Jerusalem from the seventh century B.C.,
archaeologists discovered two tiny gray cylinders.

The objects turned out to be silver foil amulets covered with delicately etched Hebrew characters.
When deciphered they were found to contain most of the words of the blessing recorded in Numbers
6:24-26. This remarkable find proved that not only did the ancient Hebrews know how to write
centuries earlier than critics said they did, but one of the oldest portions of the Bible was obviously in
use at a time well before the critics maintained it had been written!

What does this mean for you?
One by one the claims of the critics have fallen as new archaeological discoveries have come t o

light. These finds have repeatedly demonstrated the truthfulness of the Bible. This article has
touched on only a few of the discoveries that verify the biblical record; many books and articles have
been published that catalog many more. (Be sure to also read “The Exodus Controversy” beginning
on page 8 and our interview with archaeologist Bryant Wood beginning on page 12. Also, our 24-
article series “The Bible and Archaeology,” published previously in The Good News, covered dozens
of finds in detail.)

We can be sure that even more evidence will emerge as the sands of time continue to be sifted in
that ancient land. As the distinguished Jewish archaeologist Nelson Glueck eventually came t o
conclude, “no archaeological discovery has ever been made that contradicts or controverts historical
statements in Scripture” (The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 1979, Vol. 1, p. 31).

But what does this mean for you?
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It’s bad enough that so many people are drifting away from belief in the Bible, as noted at the
beginning of this article. But an equally disturbing trend is the growing number of people who claim
to believe the Bible but know little of what it says or reject its authority over them.

Could you fall into this category?

Predictions of our age?
Ironically, at a time when the Bible is more widely available than ever before, fewer and fewer

people are willing to put it to the ultimate test of its accuracy—by actually accepting and living by
its instructions.

When it comes to open-mindedness to biblical teaching, the book of Acts commends the
Bereans, who “received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so” (Acts 17:10-11, emphasis added throughout). Paul urged the
Thessalonians to “test all things; hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). God wants us to be
sure of our beliefs, that they are rooted and grounded in His Word!

We shouldn’t be surprised, though, that so few are willing to put the Bible to the test by putting it
into practice. Jesus Himself prophesied that, just before His return, people would have the same
mind-set that characterized Noah’s day. They would be “eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage”—going about their everyday lives blissfully unaware of their Creator and the growing
danger—“until the day that Noah entered the ark, and . . . the flood came and took them all away . .
.” (Matthew 24:37-39).

In other words, Jesus warned that people of our modern world also would be living comfortably
and normally, with no growing sense of concern or alarm, until they were overwhelmed by
catastrophe.

Paul, too, wrote that in the end time people would have their minds focused on self rather than
on God and His Word. “But mark this,” he warned. “There will be terrible times in the last days.
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, . . . not lovers of the
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of
godliness but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:1-5, New International Version).

Paul states that in the final “terrible times” people would focus not on God but be wrapped up
entirely in themselves. Ironically, he pointed out, they would have a “form of godliness” while
“denying its power.” People want to be thought of as basically good, but they don’t want to dig into
God’s Word to find what it takes to actually be good.

This mind-set, says Paul, will ultimately lead to disaster for the majority of mankind. He tells us
that a great end-time religious system and leader will arise that will captivate virtually the entire
earth (2 Thessalonians 2:1-9). The majority—perhaps even you if you are not careful—will be taken
in, ensnared in its trap. Why? Because “they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be
saved” (verse 10).

Does it matter?
Does it matter whether the Bible is true? Absolutely. Without it we are left clueless as to where

we came from, why we are here and where we are going. Without the Bible we can only stumble in
the dark and search in vain for answers to these questions.

Jesus Christ promises to return to teach humanity God’s way of life. At that time, says the
biblical prophet Isaiah, “the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the
sea” (Isaiah 11:9). No longer will people doubt and scoff at God’s Word. Yet, to those who willingly
and humbly seek God and His guidance now, He promises they will reign forever with Christ in His
world-ruling kingdom (Revelation 5:9-10; 20:6; 22:5).

But before then a time is coming when the overwhelming majority of mankind will follow a path
to disaster because of disbelief in and ignorance of the Bible.
Will you be the exception?

Sidebar: An Ancient Inscription Proves King David Was Real
For many years some critics have asserted that many biblical figures, including King David, are

nothing more than myth. But in 1993 a dramatic find again forced Bible critics to retreat. A team of
archaeologists digging in northern Galilee “found a remarkable inscription from the ninth century
B.C.E. [before the common era, or B.C.] that refers both to the ‘House of David’ and to the ‘King of
Israel’” (“’David’ Found at Dan,” Biblical Archaeology Review, March-April 1994, p. 26).

This discovery was sensational enough to make the front page of The New York Times. The
inscription also shows that Israel and Judah were important kingdoms in the ninth century B.C.,
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disproving the position of scholars who claimed Israel and Judah were never nations of significance
and even disputed that there had ever been a united monarchy under David.

Although this is one more piece of evidence that refutes
the arguments of those who have rejected biblical history, we
must realize it is impossible to verify every biblical event
through archaeology. Much of the original evidence no longer
exists. Many perishable materials have long since disappeared.
Looking for physical evidence of a particular person is like
looking for a needle in an enormous haystack.

In spite of those difficulties, David joins many other kings
of Israel and Judah whose names were recorded in inscriptions
that have been found from neighboring nations, among them
Ahab, Ahaz, Ahaziah, Hezekiah, Hoshea, Jehoiachin, Jehu,
Joash, Manasseh, Menahem, Omri, Pekah and Uzziah.

We must keep in mind the relatively small amount of the
archaeological record that scientists have uncovered.
Excavations will, without a doubt, continue to uphold the
events of the Bible. In spite of the relative paucity of evidence
that has been uncovered, that which has been found has
supported the Bible.

British historian Paul Johnson observes a shift in thinking
concerning even the most ancient events recorded in the Bible:
“. . . The science of modern archaeology and historical
philology actually provides verification of the most ancient biblical texts. Whereas . . . throughout
the nineteenth century and almost up to the Second World War, systematic criticism of the Old
Testament texts tended to destroy their historicity, and to reduce the Pentateuch, in particular, t o
mere myth or tribal legend, the trend over the last half-century has been quite in the opposite
direction. The Flood, for instance, has been restored to history. Archaeological discovery provides
now a firm historical background to the patriarchal society described in the Book of Genesis” (Paul
Johnson, The Quest for God, 1996, p. 12).
(The text of the preceding article is excerpted from Is the Bible True?)

Sidebar: The Mighty Assyrian Empire Emerges From the Dust
Perhaps archaeology’s most dramatic find among the treasure troves of the past was the remains

of the ancient Assyrian Empire.
Assyria first appears as an empire early in the second millennium B.C. The remains of a ziggurat,

or temple tower, from that era still stand near the site of its ancient capital.
In the ninth century B.C., Assyria developed into an aggressive and powerful empire. By this

time, about 40 years after the reign of Solomon, Israel had split into two distinct kingdoms–Israel
and Judah (1 Kings 12:16-24). Led by able and ruthless monarchs, the Assyrians began to menace and
eventually conquer their neighbors. They eventually subjugated the whole of the Fertile Crescent
from Mesopotamia to Egypt. According to the Bible, by the late eighth century they crushed the
kingdom of Israel and invaded the southern kingdom of Judah, conquering its major cities and
besieging its capital, Jerusalem (Isaiah 36:1-2).

Did this really happen, or is it a fable? Remember, many scoffers at one time disputed even the
existence of the Assyrian Empire. But it was no myth. As the debris of centuries was removed from
Nineveh, the capital, dramatic proof of the Assyrian invasion was laid bare.

Assyrian records of these events quote King Sennacherib of Assyria boasting of his devastating
invasion of Judah: “Forty-six of [Hezekiah’s] strong walled towns and innumerable smaller villages . .
. [I] besieged and conquered . . . As for Hezekiah, the awful splendor of my lordship overwhelmed
him” (Erika Bleibtreu, “Grisly Assyrian Record of Torture and Death,” Biblical Archaeology Review,
January - February 1991, p. 60).

By the time of Jesus Christ and the apostles, no physical evidence of Nineveh could be seen.
Lucian of Samosata (A.D. 120-180), a Greek writer, lamented: “Nineveh has perished. No trace of it
remains. No one can say where once it existed” (Magnus Magnusson, Archaeology of the Bible, 1977,
p. 175). Such a lack of visible remains led some scholars of the 19th century to express skepticism
that Nineveh or any part of the Assyrian Empire even existed, much less dominated a significant
part of the world.

Some Bible critics have gone
so far as to question the
existence of biblical figures
such as King David. This
inscription, found at the biblical
city of Dan and referring to the
dynasty founded by David,
silenced many outspoken
doubters.
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Indeed the only historical source in those days that verified the existence of the empire was the
Bible. The Old Testament histories and prophecies spoke about Assyria. Jesus proclaimed the
existence of Nineveh as a historical fact (Matthew 12:41).

Yet some scholars disputed the
testimony of Jesus and the prophets; that
is, until “one spectacular decade in the
middle of the nineteenth century . . .
[when] Austen Henry Layard and Paul
Emile Botta rediscovered in northern Iraq
the ancient remains of three Assyrian
cities [including Nineveh] and evidence of
the military panoply that had crushed all
resistance from the Tigris to the Nile.
The Assyrian empire . . . in all its
awesome power had been resurrected
through archaeology” (Magnusson,
p. 75).

The skeptics were silenced. There was
nothing they could say. The excavations
at Nineveh and other cities in the area
yielded a staggering wealth of evidence
that confirmed many details of the Bible
account. (The text of the preceding
article is excerpted from Is the Bible
True?)

Recommended Reading
Archaeology is only one of the proofs

that the Bible is historically accurate and
the inspired Word of God. What does other evidence show us? Be sure to request your free copy of
Is the Bible True? If you are interested in further proofs from archaeology, explore our 24-article
series “The Bible and Archaeology”, which you can find on our Web site. If you’d like to learn more
about the Bible and how to establish a relationship with our Creator, request or download the free
booklets Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion, You Can Have Living Faith and How to
Understand the Bible.

Noah’s Flood: Did It Really Happen? (from The Good News, May/June 2003) September 2

The story of Noah’s Flood in the book of Genesis is astounding. Can we find evidence that it

happened?

by Bill Jahns

According to the Bible, Noah’s Flood was both universal and catastrophic, resulting in the
wholesale destruction of both human and animal life on the earth. But is it possible that it really
happened? Can we find evidence?

In considering this question, let’s begin with the Bible itself and briefly review the account of the
Flood: “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven
were opened” (Genesis 7:11). Notice this important fact: The source of the water was both the
atmosphere (“windows of heaven”) and subterranean water (“fountains of the great deep”).

The Genesis account, then, indicates that much of the water came from inside the earth. Even
today large underground reservoirs of water and a surprising number of underground streams exist
throughout the earth. But in the pre-Flood world these were likely even more common.

What is meant by the terminology, “the fountains of the great deep were broken up”? The Bible
Knowledge Commentary states regarding Genesis 7:11: “. . . There were corresponding gigantic
upheavals and shiftings of the earth’s crust which caused the oceans’ floors to rise and break up their
reservoirs of subterranean waters.”

“And in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah,
Sennacherib king of Assyria came up asainst all the
fortified cities of Judah and took them,“ reads 2
Kings 18:13. This relief from Sennacherib’s place at
Nineveh shows the Assyrians’ furious assault on the
Jewish stronghold of Lachish. Assyrian troops
advance on ramps leading to the city walls, from
which the desperate defenders shoot arrows and
hurl stones and firebrands. At loer right, prisoners
leave the city, passing impaled captives. Many such
discoveries verify the Bible’s startling historical
accuracy.
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This comment about the “fountains of the deep” being broken up indicates that there were
tremendous movements of land—possibly even continents—likely causing massive volcanic
eruptions, too.

The geologic history of the earth shows periods in which tremendous upheaval has occurred. The
“fountains of the deep” being opened probably included the sudden releasing of this underground
water accompanied by erupting volcanoes—causing at least some new geologic strata to be formed on
the earth.

Formations made by water
Can we find geologic formations that appear to have been made under water? Most certainly yes!

There are many such formations. Most of our planet’s surface is covered with sedimentary
rocks—those that are often deposited under water or associated with water.

Let’s consult a modern source for a clear definition: “Sedimentary Rock: in geology, rock
composed of geologically reworked materials, formed by the accumulation and consolidation of
mineral and particulate matter deposited by the action of water or, less frequently, wind or glacial ice.
Most sedimentary rocks are characterized by parallel or discordant bedding that reflects variations in
either the rate of deposition of the material or the nature of the matter that is deposited”
(“Sedimentary Rock,” Microsoft Encarta 98 Encyclopedia, 1993-1997, Microsoft Corporation).

Also, according to The Dynamic Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology, 75 percent of the
rocks seen on the earth’s surface are sedimentary in origin and the remainder are igneous or volcanic
(Brian Skinner and Stephen Porter, 1989, p. 20).

In some areas, sedimentary deposits cover the earth to a depth of some five miles.
This water-deposited strata offers abundant evidence of massive floods unlike anything seen in

human history outside the Bible. We understand, of course, that everything in the geologic record
cannot be explained by one flood. In fact, the Bible begins with a description of our planet covered
with water (Genesis 1:2, 9-10), so much of Earth’s sedimentary strata must date to this time or even
before this time. However, the massive scale of the Flood of Noah’s time no doubt caused other, later
formations (for more details, download or request our free booklet Creation or Evolution: Does It
Really Matter What You Believe?).

Notice, for example, this description of one outcropping at Agate Springs in northwestern
Nebraska: “What remains of the hill covers about ten acres. This bone bed was accidentally
discovered in 1876. It contains the bones of rhinoceroses, camels, giant wild boars, and other
animals, buried together in a confused mass as only water would deposit them.

“It is estimated that the bones of about nine thousand complete animals are buried on this one
hill . . . Hence, it is likely that many times that number of animals were brought together at this hill
and buried there by the action of water . . . This is a fact that is most important. Animals of every
kind died in great numbers and were buried almost instantly” (Alfred Rehwinkel, The Flood, 1951,
p. 183, emphasis added). The important fact is that this massive deposit of many kinds of animals
was obviously made by a huge amount of water.

In addition, The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia provides evidence of the Noachian
Flood: “Among these evidences one of the most convincing is to be found in the cave of San Ciro at
the base of the mountains surrounding the plain of Palermo in Sicily. In this cave there was found an
immense mass of the bones of hippopotami of all ages down to the fetus, mingled with a few of the
deer, ox and elephant.

“These were so fresh when discovered that they were cut into ornaments and polished and still
retained a considerable amount of their nitrogenous matter.

Twenty tons of these bones were shipped for commercial purposes in the first six months after
their discovery. Evidently the animals furnishing these bones had taken refuge in this cave to escape
the rising water which had driven them in from the surrounding plains and cooped them up in the
amphitheater of mountains during a gradual depression of the land.

“Similar collections of bones are found in various ossiferous fissures, in England and Western
Europe, notably in the Rock of Gibraltar and at Santenay, a few miles South of Chalons in central
France, where there is an accumulation of bones in fissures 1,000 ft. above the sea, similar in many
respects to that in the cave described at San Ciro, though the bones of hippopotami did not appear in
these places; but the bones of wolves, bears, horses and oxen, none of which had been gnawed by
carnivora, were indiscriminately commingled as though swept in by all-pervading currents of water”
(1915, “Deluge of Noah”).
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Many people have had the experience of hiking into the mountains and finding fossilized
seashells, fish and other aquatic creatures. This proves that these strata were under water at one time
in the past.

Why the biblical Flood isn’t accepted
In light of such obvious evidence, why don’t modern geologists and scientists readily accept the

validity of the Flood? One reason is that these relatively recent formations are dated by geologists as
occurring (in most cases) millions of years before the biblical Flood. The theory of evolution has had
such a strong influence on the thinking of the intelligentsia of this world that the truths of the Bible
have largely been forgotten or dismissed.

Modern geologists have almost universally accepted what is called the “geologic column.” The
geologic column supposedly reflects the history of life in periodic epochs or eras, each of very long
duration, that geologists believe occurred on the earth. Thus, much of the earth’s strata are believed
to have been extant millions of years ago and are dated by the column to that time.

But what most people don’t realize is that this “geologic column” doesn’t exist in most places on
earth. A good example of this can be found in Arizona’s Grand Canyon. On the top of the Grand
Canyon is a formation called the Kaibab Formation, which is dated as a Permian period formation
(about 250 million years old). Not only that, but in the middle of the Grand Canyon strata is a gap of
more than 100 million years in the column between the Temple Butte formation and Muav
Limestone (see Stanley Beus and Michael Morales, editors, Grand Canyon Geology, 1990, p. 9).

The bottom line is that geologists’ dating of strata is not through objective, scientifically
verifiable dating methods, but rather is heavily influenced by belief in the theory of evolution, which
demands eons of time. Many instances exist where the dates obtained in a laboratory do not match
the modern idea of how old certain formations are supposed to be according to a predetermined,
theoretical geologic column (see “Serious Problems With Dating Methods”).

Pervasive influence of evolutionary bias
Many formations appear to be dated far too old by geologists because they have allowed

themselves to be prejudiced by the theory of evolution. For example, evolutionists commonly accept
as fact that certain species existed on the earth only to become extinct. For instance, in the state of
Wyoming are fossils of millions of fish believed to have died during the Eocene epoch, dated at
approximately 50 million years ago. Geologists don’t know exactly why they died, but it is very
obvious that some type of catastrophe killed all these fish.

When properly understood and correctly interpreted, the geologic formations of the earth clearly
point to past catastrophes. It’s easy to understand that many of these formations were the result of
one or more catastrophic floods when true scientific facts are considered without the bias of modern
interpretations of the geologic record.

Regrettably, far too many of our leading intellectuals have accepted the prejudices of an
educational system built around the theory of evolution. This thinking foolishly denies the existence
of the Creator or that He brought a global deluge on the earth because men and women were
immersed in violence and other sins.

In considering the matter, we would do well to reflect on the words of the eighth-century-B.C.
Hebrew prophet Amos. He reminds us of God’s absolute power over this planet in Amos 9:5-6: “The
Lord God of hosts, He who touches the earth and it melts, and all who dwell there mourn; all of it
shall swell like the River, and subside like the River of Egypt. He who builds His layers in the sky, and
has founded His strata in the earth; who calls for the waters of the sea, and pours them out on the
face of the earth—the Lord is His name.”

Sidebar: Serious Problems With Dating Methods
Why do geologists so frequently fail to understand that the biblical Flood was the force that

created some geologic formations? One important answer lies in the way they date these formations.
The theory of evolution has become so ubiquitous in the scientific world today that it even

distorts the way geological formations are dated. However, these dating methods have significant
problems that can lead to serious errors of interpretation.

One of the most popular dating methods, carbon-14 (14C), is used for dating plant or animal
remains. The book The Dynamic Earth explains the basis for this method: “Radiocarbon is
continuously created in the atmosphere through bombardment of nitrogen-14 (14N) by neutrons
created by cosmic radiation. 14C, with a half-life of 5730 years, decays back to 14N . . . As long as
the production rate remains constant, the radioactivity of natural carbon remains constant because
[the] rate of production balances the rate of decay.
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“While an organism is alive and is taking in carbon from the atmosphere, it contains this
balanced proportion of 14C. However, at death the balance is upset, because replenishment by life
processes such as feeding, breathing and photosynthesis ceases. The 14C in dead tissues continually
decreases by radioactive decay” (Brian Skinner and Stephen Porter, 1989, pp. 138-139). By
measuring the amount of carbon-14 and comparing that amount to the original, scientists can obtain
a date for the death of the organism.

However, there are many problems with the dates obtained through this method. For example,
dating living mollusks by the carbon-14 method often yields clearly errant results—for instance,
finding the mollusks to be up to 2,300 years old (“Radiocarbon Dating: Fictitious Results With
Mollusk Shells,” Science, Vol. 141, p. 634). Carbon-14 dating methods are obviously affected by the
environment.

Archaeologist John McRay notes: “Unfortunately, several recent discoveries combine to indicate
that carbon 14 is not as valuable as was once hoped: (1) radioactive carbon atoms may not have
existed in the earth’s atmosphere before 2000 B.C.; (2) the natural concentration of carbon 14 in
the atmosphere has varied in certain periods, and (3) there is a high probability of sample
contamination” (Archaeology and the New Testament, 1991, p. 34).

Recently a new method—accelerator mass spectrometry—has been used to date ancient items.
This method has given a different date than previously accepted for the earliest Mayan civilization.

“The oldest known Maya turns out to be younger than archaeologists originally believed. The
remains of a woman found below a layered platform at a site called Cuello in northern Belize had
been thought to be more than 4,000 years old . . . As a result of new dating methods, about a
thousand years have been trimmed from the chronology. Norman Hammond of Boston University,
who began digging at Cuello in the 1970s, says the remains now are believed to be from about 1200
B.C., still earlier than any other known Maya settlement.

“The accelerator mass spectrometer allows scientists to analyze the bones of the ancient Maya
without severely damaging them. The new technique can date carbon samples weighing only a few
milligrams; a specimen the size of a match head will do” (“Oldest Known Maya: Not Quite So Old,”
National Geographic, November 1990). Here a new dating method has changed by 1,000 years the
earliest accepted date of Mayan civilization.

Consider then. Radiometric dating methods (those measuring geologic time by rate of radioactive
decay) have been used to date formations that could be associated with Noah’s Flood. These dates
supposedly prove these formations are millions of years old rather than thousands. Yet we find that
different methods can yield radically different results.

As The Science of Evolution explains: “Several methods have been devised for estimating the age
of the earth and its layers of rocks. These methods rely heavily on the assumption of
uniformitarianism, i.e., natural processes have proceeded at relatively constant rates throughout the
earth’s history . . . It is obvious that radiometric techniques may not be the absolute dating methods
that they are claimed to be. Age estimates on a given geological stratum by different radiometric
methods are often quite different (sometimes by hundreds of millions of years). There is no
absolutely reliable long-term radiological ‘clock’” (William Stansfield, 1977, pp. 80, 84).

The potassium-argon [K-Ar] dating method, used to date lava flows, also has problems—as shown
by studies of Mount St. Helens. “The conventional K-Ar dating method was applied to the 1986
dacite flow from the new lava dome at Mount St. Helens, Washington. Porphyritic dacite which
solidified on the surface of the lava dome in 1986 gives a whole rock K-Ar ‘age’ of 0.35 + OR - 0.05
million years (Ma). Mineral concentrates from this same dacite give K-Ar ‘ages’ from 0.35 + OR -
.06 Ma to 2.8 + OR - 0.6 Ma. These ‘ages’ are, of course, preposterous [since we know the rock
formed recently]. The fundamental dating assumption (‘no radiogenic argon was present when the
rock formed’) is questioned by these data.

“Instead, data from this Mount St. Helens dacite argue that significant ‘excess argon’ was present
when the lava solidified in 1986 . . . This study of Mount St. Helens dacite causes the more
fundamental question to be asked—how accurate are K-Ar ‘ages’ from the many other phenocryst-
containing lava flows worldwide?” (Stephen Austin, “Excess Argon within Mineral Concentrates
from the New Dacite Lava Dome at Mount St. Helens Volcano,” Creation Ex Nihilo Technical
Journal, Vol. 10, No. 3, 1996, pp. 335-344).

In layman’s terms, these volcanic rocks that we know were formed in 1986—less than 20 years
ago—were “scientifically” dated to between 290,000 and 3.4 million years old!

Such examples serve to illustrate the fallibility of the dating methods on which many modern
scientists rely so heavily.
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Sidebar: Did the Noachian Flood Cause Global Catastrophe?
Uniformitarianism is the foundational basis of evolutionary geology. This belief holds that the

present is the key to the past. As nonsensical as it may seem, the bottom line of this view is that
since a global flood is not now occurring in the present, it never happened in the past either. This
teaching holds that sedimentary layers of strata covering most of the planet have been laid down at a
uniform rate over billions of years.

Pioneer geologist James Hutton taught uniformitarianism as an article of faith.
Author Carl Dunbar sums up this belief in his book Historical Geology: “. . . Given sufficient

time, processes now at work could account for all the geologic features of the Globe” (1969, p. 22).
Other authors state regarding uniformitarianism: “. . . The great thickness of the sediments . . .

[is] the inevitable result of the long-continued operation of the slow erosion that we observe today”
(Principles of Geology, 1968, p. 18).

But when the geologic strata and the fossil record are interpreted in light of what the Bible
reveals, it becomes plain that many of the layered sedimentary rocks were in fact deposited in rapid
succession rather than over eons of time (as evolutionists have long claimed). The natural history of
the earth is in harmony with the biblical account in Genesis.

Noah’s Flood must have unleashed natural forces that have not been experienced since that time.
Wind, rain and water raged over this planet during the great Flood. Winds of hurricane force and
mountainous tidal waves must have roared over the earth. The fountains of the great deep would
have sent streams of water gushing out of fissures in the ground.

Of course, this is far from the uniformitarian concept maintained by many geologists. In fact,
globe-altering havoc was everywhere present. The earth and its geological features would never be the
same again.

Gargantuan whirlpools would have thrown huge masses of flora and fauna together and buried
both under massive amounts of silt and mud. And this is exactly what we see in the fossil record. This
real evidence also shows us that much of the fossil record was in fact laid down in a relatively short
time.

Windswept waters, propelled by the gravitational pulls of the moon, must have raged over
landmasses, covering the continents with layers of sand and mud and burying animals and plant
life—again, exactly as we see in the fossil record. Rock formations were undoubtedly twisted, bent
and folded, just as geologic strata reveal. This is the reality of catastrophism.

Only the massive wave action of a flood of global proportions could have deposited these
sedimentary layers as they are now found all over this planet. Undoubtedly many of the most recent
layers consist of flood deposits.

God is not only the Creator of the earth, but also the Cause of this great deluge. Psalm 104:6-9
amply testifies about the true Author of this global upheaval of floodwaters. Quoting here from the
New International Version, the passage says of God: “You covered it [the earth] with the deep as
with a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. But at your rebuke the waters fled, at the
sound of your thunder they took to flight; they flowed over the mountains, they went down into the
valleys, to the place you assigned for them. You set a boundary they cannot cross; never again will
they cover the earth.”

Was Noah’s Flood Universal? (from The Good News, July/August 2003) September 3-4

Was the Flood of Genesis universal, covering all the earth? Or was it merely a regional

inundation engulfing only a small area? This question has troubled many readers of the Genesis

story. How can we discover the truth?

by Arnold Mendez

For many, the theory of evolution is the foundational underpinning for the geological and
biological sciences. Since evolution is so widely accepted in much of the academic community, many
believe that the geological record can only be interpreted using evolutionary guidelines.

These widely accepted guidelines supposedly show that the present is the key to the past.
According to this concept (often called uniformitarianism), since there are no worldwide or global
floods occurring now, there have been none in the past.

Misled or confused by the scientific community, many readers of Genesis have given in to the
concept of a regional or local flood. The Bible, however, is very clear about the magnitude and scope
of Noah’s Flood. The biblical story, both in Old and New Testaments, firmly tells us that planet
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Earth was indeed covered by a universal flood. (For background information concerning what really
lies behind many scientists’ belief in evolution and its effect on their view of the Bible, request your
free copies of Creation or Evolution: Does it Really Matter What You Believe? and Life’s Ultimate
Question: Does God Exist?)

Biblical facts about Noah’s Flood
The Bible says the deluge began in the 600th year of Noah’s life. How long did it last? Many

believe that the Flood merely lasted the 40 days and 40 nights of rain followed by a short drying
period, after which the earth was ready for Noah and the animals.

They fail to realize how long the whole Flood episode lasted. The Noachian deluge lasted for
more than a year (compare Genesis 7:11 and 8:14-15). During this time the earth was covered by
water for 150 days—five months. The Bible clearly states that “the waters prevailed on the earth one
hundred and fifty days” (Genesis 7:24; 8:3-4).

How deep and how widespread was the water? Scripture indicates that the tops of all the
mountains all around the world were covered to a depth of 15 cubits (Genesis 7:20)—about 20 to 30
feet depending on the size of cubit that was used. Even assuming that the antediluvian mountains may
not have been as high as some mountains are today, this still represents an enormous amount of
water (see Psalm 104:5-9).

Another indication of the hydrological forces involved may be gathered from the following
verse: “. . . I will destroy them [along] with the earth” (Genesis 6:13, emphasis added throughout).
The earth would also be destroyed along with wicked humanity. This could well indicate a massive
reshaping of global topography.

This statement is repeated at the conclusion of Noah’s Flood: “. . . Never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth” (Genesis
9:11).

The Flood of Noah’s time was an earth-wrecking experience. The shape of the landforms after
the Flood may have been quite different from the earth that existed before the deluge. Some recent
geological formations stand as natural witnesses to the destructive force of these raging waters (see
“Evidence of a Worldwide Flood”).

The very need for the ark is a strong indication of the magnitude of the Flood.
If the Flood were only a local or regional event, it would have been a simple matter for Noah t o
move somewhere else. There would have been no need for the gathering of all the animals and
Noah’s family into the ark.

The Bible reveals that this deluge was of such a magnitude that provisions were made to assure
the survival of both humanity and the animals. The whole point of building the ark would have been
meaningless if the Flood were simply regional or local.

Peter’s perspective
The New Testament shows that its inspired writers considered a worldwide flood a real historic

event. The apostle Peter wrote: “For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens
were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the world that then existed
perished, being flooded with water” (2 Peter 3:5-6).

In this passage the apostle Peter affirms the reality of a global flood. Interestingly, he states that
even during his time some people had willfully forgotten this obvious truth. How much more so in
our skeptical world today?

The overall content of 2 Peter 3 also bears witness to the Flood’s universality.
In this prophetic chapter Peter also refers to the second coming of Jesus Christ (an event of
worldwide importance in its scope, Matthew 24:30-32) and a future global cataclysm that will
envelop the earth in fire. Clearly Peter’s basic perspective here is universal—not regional or local.

Jesus Christ also understood the Flood from the same global perspective. He used the Flood as an
example in His teaching to illustrate an important spiritual lesson: “. . . As it was in the days of
Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man . . . until the day that Noah entered the ark,
and the flood came and destroyed them all” (Luke 17:26-27).

We see that the Bible repeatedly uses universal terminology to describe the dimensions and
devastation of the Flood. The eighth-century-B.C. Hebrew prophet Isaiah also bore witness to a
universal deluge. He quoted our Creator as saying: “For this is like the waters of Noah to Me; for as I
have sworn that the waters of Noah would no longer cover the earth, so have I sworn that I would not
be angry with you, nor rebuke you” (Isaiah 54:9).
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Consider that there have been many local floods in the world since Noah’s time. That being so, if
the Flood of his day was merely local in scope too, then God would have lied in allowing more of
them to happen. So if we accept the Bible and God’s promises in it, then we must conclude that the
Flood of Noah’s day was not merely a local event. It was a universal flood, the likes of which have
never been seen again—just as God promised.

Faith and Noah’s Flood
Of course, a Christian’s belief in the Bible is always supported by the element of faith in God and

in the truthfulness of His Word. Even the Flood of Noah is mentioned in the context of godly faith.
“By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an

ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of
righteousness which is according to faith” (Hebrews 11:7). The patriarch Noah was one of “the elders
[who] obtained a good testimony” by means of his faith and patience (verse 2).

Although one’s belief in the inspiration of the Bible is clearly undergirded by rationality,
common sense and even archaeological finds and historical records that often substantiate biblical
events—ultimately it rests on faith that the Bible is both inspired by God and true.

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see” (verse 1, New
International Version). Without faith we have no hope. As verse 6 tells us, “. . . Without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek Him.”

Sidebar: Evidence of a Worldwide Flood
For much of the 20th century the majority of the scientific community has denied the possibility

of a universal flood. Yet more evidence is accumulating that there indeed was a worldwide flood
several thousand years ago.

One of the most fascinating scientific discoveries in recent times regarding a universal flood came
from some scientists who were not searching for any evidence of the Flood. It came from
oceanographers in the Gulf of Mexico who were doing some rather routine research on coral and
sediments of the ocean floor.

Their two oceanographic vessels had pulled from the bottom of the Gulf of Mexico several long,
slender core samples of the sediment, which includes the fossil shells of one-celled plankton called
foraminifera. While still alive, these organisms lock into their shells a chemical record of the
temperature and salinity of the water. When they reproduce, the shells fall away and drop to the
bottom. A cross-section of that ocean bed carries a record of climates that the oceanographers say go
back more than 100 million years.

The cores were analyzed in two different investigations—by Cesar Emiliani of the University of
Miami, and by James Kennett of the University of Rhode Island and Nicholas Shack of Cambridge
University. Both analyses pointed to a dramatic drop in the salinity of the water, providing
compelling evidence of a vast flood of fresh water into the Gulf of Mexico thousands of years ago.

Cesar Emiliani explains the results: “A huge amount of ice-melt water rushed into the Gulf of
Mexico and produced a sea-level rise that spread around the world with the speed of a tidal wave.” He
adds, “We know this because the oxygen isotope ratios of the foraminifera shells show a marked
temporary decrease in the salinity of the waters of the Gulf of Mexico. It clearly shows that there
was a major period of flooding from 12,000 to 10,000 years ago, with a peak about 11,600 years
ago. There is no question that there was a flood and there is also no question that it was a universal
flood” (“Noah, the Flood, the Facts,” Reader's Digest, U.S. edition, September 1977, p. 133).

It is also worth mentioning that the radiocarbon dating used to establish the number of years is
imprecise after 4,000 years, so the time of this universal deluge could be closer to the 4,300 years
described in the Bible as the time of the biblical Flood.

Another recent discovery that could have a relation to the inundation of the Gulf of Mexico is
the finding by geologists William Ryan and Walter Pitman of the sudden flooding of the Black Sea
basin around 6,000 to 7,000 years ago (according to their dating). “The salt water,” says
Smithsonian magazine, “poured through the deepening channel, creating a waterfall 200 times the
volume of Niagara Falls. In a single day enough water came through the channel to cover Manhattan
to a depth two times the height of the [former] World Trade Center, and the roar of the cascading
water would have been audible at least 100 miles away” (“Evidence for a Flood,” April 2000,
electronic version).

An additional evidence of the Deluge being global and not local is the literally thousands of flood
stories from around the world. One enterprising historian, Dr. Aaron Smith of the University of
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Greensboro, North Carolina, became obsessed with classifying all the flood accounts. “As a result of
years of labor, he has collected a complete history of the literature on Noah’s Ark. There are 80,000
works in seventy-two languages about the Flood, of which 70,000 mention the legendary wreckage of
the Ark” (Werner Keller, The Bible as History, 1980, p. 38).

It is hard to believe that if the Flood were only a local event, there would be 80,000 different
accounts of it from around the world that describe it as universal in scope.

Sidebar: Was There Enough Water?
Some critics of a universal flood have claimed that sufficient water simply wasn’t available t o

cover the mountains as the Bible describes. “And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and
all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered” (Genesis 7:19).

Scripture records that the “windows of heaven” were opened and it rained for 40 days and 40
nights (Genesis 7:4, 11). In addition, “all the fountains of the great deep were broken up” (verse 11).
This appears to refer to subterranean aquifers, which were emptied—perhaps by tectonic upthrusting.
Clearly enormous amounts of water became available rather suddenly.

One point about this objection is that it assumes the topography of the earth today is just as it
appeared in Noah’s time. This apparently is not so. Genesis 1:9 states that the waters of the earth
(seas and oceans) were gathered in one place. Today the landmasses of the earth are scattered about
its surface and all the seas are definitely not in one place. It may be that the current topography of
our planet is at least partially the result of the tremendous geologic upheaval of a universal Flood.

A fascinating news item that received little attention appeared on the Nature magazine Web site
March 8 (www.nature.com/nsu/020304/020304-10.html). “Geologists have divined water where you
might least expect it: 1,000 kilometres below the Earth’s surface,” stated the report. “Here, rocks
heated to over 1,000°C and squeezed under high pressures may harbour around five times as much
water as in all the world’s oceans” (emphasis added). It explained that a team of Japanese geologists
had concluded that this enormous amount of water was locked up in the superheated, superpressurized
molten minerals surrounding the earth’s iron-rich core.

The conclusion that such an enormous amount of water exists trapped within the earth raises
some intriguing possibilities in light of the Bible’s statement that “the fountains of the great deep
were broken up.”

Noah’s Ark: Was It Possible (from The Good News, July/August 2003) September 5-6

Atheists, agnostics, unbelievers and liberal scholars have all scoffed at the biblical account of Noah’s
ark and the Flood. But their criticisms rest on some mistaken assumptions.

by Arnold Mendez

Many people today are under the false assumption that Noah’s ark could not possibly have
carried all of its intended cargo. They believe that any such ship would have needed to be of
gargantuan proportions—far exceeding the dimensions recorded in Genesis or the supposedly
primitive technology of the ancient world.

Those who scoff at the Genesis story often picture the ark as a small vessel, complete with the
giraffes’ heads sticking out the front and the elephants’ tails hanging out the back, sinking under the
weight of an overloaded cargo of millions of animals. But this concept is based on several
misconceptions.

Even a cursory reading of the sixth chapter of Genesis will reveal some often overlooked, but
very important details. The Bible nowhere states that Noah had to take on board the ark
representatives of every living creature. There were three requirements for the animals to be loaded
on the ark. They had to be:
•  Air-breathing.
•  Terrestrial (land-dwelling).
•  Of the same biblical kind.

Read this early account: “And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy
from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die . . .
And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them
alive with you; they shall be male and female. Of the birds after their kind, of animals after their kind
. . .” (Genesis 6:17-20).
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Biblical “kind” broader than species
The word species and the biblical word kind are often used interchangeably. But this is incorrect

since they are not synonymous terms. The Genesis use of the word kind denotes an organism that
reproduces others like itself. Since the species concept is much narrower, many species can be
included in one single biblical “kind.” The term kind is probably closer to the modern taxonomic
classification of genus, and in some cases the larger taxonomic classification, family.

The Canidae (canine) family includes about 14 genera of dog-like animals. These include the dog,
coyote, wolf, jackal, etc. The ark did not have to contain the hundreds of species of canines that
make up this group. In reality, these were all represented by a few biblical “kind.” These “kind” would
then produce all the animals that make up the Canidae family. For example, all of the hundreds of
varieties of domestic pigeons that have been produced originated from one species, apparently the
wild rock pigeon (Columbia livia).

The ark did not need to carry every species (possibly numbering in the millions) of animal. The
ark was designed to carry only every biblical kind (numbering in the few thousands) of terrestrial, air-
breathing animals. (For further information, see “Understanding Biblical ‘Kinds.’”)

Not all specimens on board
In reality, the majority of all animal species would not have been taken on board the ark. In

addition to the information above, another reason is obvious: Enough representatives would have
survived the Flood without an ark. These would have included aquatic animals such as the crustaceans
(lobsters, crab, etc.), salt and freshwater fishes, echinoderms (starfish, sea urchins), mollusks, worms,
corals, sponges and myriads of other specimens of animal life that does not live on dry land.

This category would even include such mammals as the whales, porpoises, seals, walruses and
many others that live in aquatic environments even though they breathe air. Some reptiles and most
amphibians would also fall into this category. Many other animals that are terrestrial may have also
been able to survive outside the ark. These would include insects and protozoans.

 Many insects could have thrived on floating patches of vegetation.
God reiterates this point when He describes the kind of animals that perished during the Flood. These
were specifically the type of animals that Noah was told to take on board the ark. “Every living
thing that moved on the earth perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm
over the earth, and all mankind. Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died”
(Genesis 7:21-22, New International Version, emphasis added throughout).

When a statistical approach is used, it is easy to see that the ark could have carried its intended
cargo. According to John Woodmorappe (Noah's Ark: A Feasibility Study, 1996, p. 7), the total of
the animals that Noah would have needed in the ark to meet the biblical requirements would number
between 2,000 and 16,000—not in the hundreds of thousands as many might suppose.

Immense size of the ark
Another major misconception concerns the size of the

ark. In reality the ark was an immense ship. Let’s examine
the biblical record to gain an appreciation of its dimensions.
Notice what God instructed Noah: “Make yourself an ark of
gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and
outside with pitch. And this is how you shall make it: The
length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty
cubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make a window
for the ark . . . You shall make it with lower, second, and
third decks” (Genesis 6:14-16).

A cubit is approximately 18 inches (.46 meters). Most
Hebrew scholars believe the cubit to have measured between
17 and 21 inches. Some estimates even put it around 25
inches. If the 18-inch cubit were used, the ark would have
been 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high (137 by 23
by 14 meters). And if a larger cubit were used, the ark would
of course have been proportionately larger.

Going with the smaller cubit measurement, the displacement tonnage of the ark, which is the
weight of water it would displace at a draft of 15 cubits, would be almost 22,000 tons (20 million
kilograms). By comparison the U.S.S. Salem, a 716-foot-long heavy cruiser commissioned in 1949,
has a displacement tonnage of 21,500 tons.

The description of the ark given in
the Bible reveals it to be an
enormous vessel with three decks.
This cutaway model by the author
shows the relative scale of the
ship and its inhabitants.
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Recommended Reading
What is faith? How can you experience a loving, trusting relationship with God? To see how you can
develop such a relationship with your Creator, be sure to request your free copy of the booklet You
Can Have Living Faith. Learn from the pages of your Bible the keys to true, living faith! Also, to see
some of the evidence that the Bible is indeed accurate and the Word of God, please request or
download your free copy of the booklet Is the Bible True?

Archaeology and the Bible Series Introduction

Can You Believe the Bible (from The Good News, May/June 1996) September 8

by Scott Ashley

William Ramsay didn’t set out to prove the Bible’s accuracy. In fact, the young Oxford graduate
and budding scholar set sail in 1879 from England for Asia Minor convinced that, based on his
university studies, the New Testament—and the book of Acts in particular— was largely a hoax.
After all, his professors had taught him that the Bible had been written much later than it claimed t o
be, so its stories had been fabricated long after the fact and weren’t to be taken seriously.

The focus of his work was ancient Roman culture. But the more he dug into it, literally and
figuratively, the more he came to see that the myriad of tiny details in the book of Acts—place
names, topography, officials’ titles, administrative boundaries, customs and even specific
structures—fit perfectly with newly discovered historical and archaeological finds. He was gradually
convinced that, to use his own words, “in various details the narrative showed marvelous truth.”

Contrary to all his earlier education, he was forced to conclude that Luke, the author of Acts,
was “a historian of the first rank” and that “not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy; he is
possessed of the true historic sense ... This author should be placed along with the very greatest of
historians.” In an outstanding academic career Ramsay was honored with doctorates from nine
universities and eventually knighted for his contributions to modern scholarship. He shocked the
academic world when in one of his books he announced that, because of the incontrovertible evidence
he had discovered for the truthfulness of the Bible, he had become a Christian. Several of his works
on New Testament history are considered classics.

When confronted with the evidence of years of travel and study, Sir William Ramsay learned
what many others before him and since have been forced to acknowledge: When we objectively
examine the evidence for the Bible’s accuracy and veracity, the only conclusion we can reach is that
the Bible is true.

The evidence from archaeology is only one proof of Scripture’s accuracy, and that’s the focus
of this series of articles. We offer you a sampling of the evidence that’s available—documentation
showing that details of the people, places and events described in the Bible, many of them mentioned
only in passing, have been verified by archaeologists and historians. Many excellent books have been
published in recent years that verify the dependability of Scripture, and no doubt more will follow as
new discoveries come to light. What are the implications of this for you? All the evidence in the
world does us no good if we are not willing to believe the Bible enough to put it to the ultimate
test—that of doing what it tells us to do.

James, the half brother of Jesus, reminds us that mere belief is not enough, because even the
demons believe. Instead he tells us we must put our beliefs into action if we are to please God (James
2:19-26).

In The Good News we regularly offer articles such as those in this issue to help build your faith.
But be sure that you don’t neglect the articles that show you how to put your faith and belief into
action. God is interested to see how you respond to the truth He makes known to you. Ultimately
that is the far more important test.

How Archaeology Confirms the Biblical Record

(from The Good News, May/June 1996) Sept. 8 Cont’d

Scholars have queued up to ridicule the biblical accounts as mere myth. A tug of war continues

between scoffers and believers in the inspiration and accuracy of the Bible.

by Mario Seiglie

“I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out,” said Jesus
(Luke 19:40). He was referring to what would happen if His disciples did not bear testimony of Him.
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The original disciples aren’t around to provide their eyewitness accounts of Jesus Christ, but we
do have the inspired Word of God, which they, along with many others, wrote.

Significantly enough, we also have the testimony of stones that really can bear witness to the
veracity and inspiration of God’s Word. The physical evidence unearthed by present-day scientists
can and does speak to us through biblical archaeology.

Archae, which comes from the Greek, means “ancient,” and ology, which comes from the Greek
logia, means “science.” Archaeology, then, is the scientific study of ancient things.

Unearthing the origins of archaeology
Englishman Flinders Petrie is generally considered the individual who put archaeological

methodology on a scientific footing. He is credited with transforming archaeology from a treasure
hunt into a disciplined search for information about the past. It was not until the 19th century that
scientific methods were rigorously applied to excavations of historical sites.

A curious fact of history is that the person who indirectly contributed to this process was not a
scientist but the French emperor and conqueror Napoleon Bonaparte. During his conquests of Europe
and the Middle East, Napoleon arrived in Egypt in the late 1700s hoping to build the Suez Canal and
drastically reduce the navigation time for the trade route from France to India. In Egypt, before a
battle in the vicinity of the famous pyramids of Gizeh, he told his soldiers, “Forty centuries are
looking down upon you from these pyramids.”

His inquisitive mind led him to study the Egyptian culture and try to decipher strange drawings he
saw in the ancient monuments. For that purpose, he brought along 175 French scholars and
researchers, and together they set up an institute in Egypt to study the writings and ancient relics of
the area.

The deciphering of the Egyptian hieroglyphics (a word
meaning priestly or sacred writings) can be attributed mostly t o
a young scientist of that time, Jean François Champollion.
Accurate translations were made possible largely by the
discovery in 1799 of a large black basalt rock by French
soldiers at the town of Rosetta. Later to be known as the
Rosetta Stone, it bore a trilingual inscription in Old Egyptian
hieroglyphic, demotic (a later, simplified form of Egyptian
hieroglyphics) and Greek. With this stone as a key,
Champollion in 1822 could finally decipher the ancient
hieroglyphics.

The deciphering of the Egyptian hieroglyphics brought the
culture of the Pharaohs to light, and the educated classes of
Europe gained insight into this fascinating subject. Soon, many
amateur archaeologists were on their way to fame and fortune,
finding fabulous monuments and other treasures. Museums
throughout Europe and America vied with each other to house
these marvelous finds. The treasure-laden tomb of
Tutankhamen, discovered in 1922, was one of the most
spectacular. Many early archaeologists would be honored for
their efforts and would become a part of history in their own
right.

Deciphering ancient writing
Elsewhere in the region, strange writings on monuments and other objects were waiting to be

deciphered. Curious scratches, resembling bird footprints, were found on thousands of hardened clay
tablets. Initially, some scientists thought they were decorations rather than writing. Since the marks
had apparently been made with a wedgelike knife in soft clay, the experts called them cuneiform, or
letterforms made by cunei, Latin for “wedges.”

The credit for the deciphering of cuneiform would go mostly to an agent of the British
government, Henry C. Rawlinson, stationed in Persia. He began a systematic study of cuneiform
writing found on the Behistun Rock inscription, sometimes known as the “Rosetta Stone of
cuneiform.”

Thousands of years earlier, Darius the Great, king of Persia, had on the face of this 1,700-foot
cliff overlooking a valley engraved an account of his exploits. The inscription appeared in three
scripts: Persian, Elamite and Babylonian in the cuneiform style of writing.

The Rosetta Stone, with it’s
trilingual inscription, was key to
understanding Egyptian
hieroglyphics.
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Over a period of two years, Rawlinson traveled to the site and made the perilous climb, dangling
from a rope while painstakingly transcribing the inscription. By 1847, he had deciphered cuneiform
writing, opening understanding of Babylonian culture and history to the world. For his efforts,
Rawlinson received a knighthood from Queen Victoria in 1855.

Digging up forgotten cities
Another young British subject, Austen Henry Layard, drew inspiration from such discoveries and

the fame it had brought men like Champollion and Rawlinson. Layard began digging in Iraq, home of
the Assyrian and Babylonian empires thousands of years before. He unearthed great cities mentioned
in the Bible, including the ancient Assyrian capital, Nineveh, and Calah. Many of his finds, including
enormous winged bulls and other important Babylonian and Assyrian artifacts, made their way to the
British Museum. He, too, was knighted by Queen Victoria.

Not to be outdone by the French and British, German archaeologists also began their quest for
riches and fame. One such explorer, Heinrich Schliemann, began searching for the legendary city of
Troy, described by the ancient Greek poet Homer. Believing Homer’s sagas to be pure imagination,
contemporaries ridiculed Schliemann’s efforts, thinking him to be on a fanciful search. But,
incredibly enough, heeding the descriptions in Homer’s Iliad and those by other Greek writers,
Schliemann began to excavate. In 1871, he found the remains of the ancient city of Troy.

Following in the footsteps of these dashing adventurers came the patient archaeologists who
would study and classify these discoveries in a systematic way, giving birth to the scientific
methodology of field archaeology.

The age of skepticism
Unfortunately, the zeal for fame and treasure of many of these early archaeologists also led t o

unfounded claims of the discoveries of biblical sites. Some of these claims, such as the supposed
discovery of King Solomon’s mines and David’s tomb, were later proved false. Seeds of doubt began
to be planted regarding the accuracy of the biblical account.

The 20th century inherited the skepticism of the preceding hundred years. Charles Darwin and
others, espousing theories of evolution, had posited explanations for the origin and development of
living creatures apart from a divine Creator. Such notions encouraged a questioning of the historicity
of the Bible.

Also strong in Europe was the thinking inspired by Karl Marx, who in an economic, materialistic
interpretation of history, discounted God and miracles. Many scholars ridiculed the biblical accounts
as myth. The Bible became fair game for higher criticism; a tugging match ensued between believers
in the inspiration and accuracy of the Bible and scoffers.

Biblical and theological scholars of the day declared the Bible was more recent in origin than it
claimed; some argued the people of the Old Testament did not even know how to read and write.
Some scholars concluded that most of the Old Testament was little more than myth.

Authors Norman Geisler and Paul Feinberg observe: “Perhaps the best example of those who hold
the ‘reason over revelation’ view are known as ‘liberals’ or ‘higher critics.’ Roughly speaking, this
refers to a theological movement that sprung from the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
European thought. It was influenced by Spinoza, Kant, and Hegel, who concluded by human reason
that parts or all of the Bible are not a revelation from God. Other higher critics have included men
such as Jean Astruc (1684-1766) and Julius Wellhausen (1844-1918).

“In contrast to the historic, orthodox view that the Bible is the Word of God, liberals believe
that the Bible merely contains the Word of God. When they apply the canons of human reason or
modern scholarship to the Bible they feel that some parts of it are ‘contradictory,’ and others are
simply myths or fables. Some Old Testament stories are rejected by these critics because the events
seemed to be ‘immoral’” (Introduction to Philosophy, a Christian Perspective, 1980, p. 261).

Rejecting the divine inspiration of the Bible, archaeologists from liberal biblical institutes allowed
themselves to be influenced by the age of skepticism in theology. Consciously or unconsciously, they
became biased against the biblical account.

Skeptical of fall of Jericho
An example of such bias surfaced recently in the matter of dating the fall of Jericho. According

to the biblical record, Jericho was destroyed by the Israelites under Joshua when they began their
conquest of the Promised Land. However, excavations of the site of Jericho led some-most notably,
renowned British archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon-to reject the biblical version.

In Biblical Archaeology Review, archaeologist Bryant Wood explains the earlier antibiblical view:
“The archaeological evidence conflicted with the Biblical account-indeed, disproved it. Based on
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[archaeologist Kathleen] Kenyon’s conclusions, Jericho has become the parade example of the
difficulties encountered in attempting to correlate the findings of archaeology with the Biblical
account of a military conquest of Canaan. Scholars by and large have written off the Biblical record
as so much folklore and religious rhetoric. And this is where the matter has stood for the past 25
years” (Bryant Wood, Biblical Archaeology Review, March-April, 1990, p. 49).

Evidence reexamined
Yet a reevaluation of Kenyon’s work showed that her conclusions challenging biblical chronology

were suspect, while the biblical account gained the strongest supporting evidence. Wood observes that
Kenyon’s “thoroughgoing excavation methods and detailed reporting of her findings, however, did
not carry over into her analytical work. When the evidence is critically examined there is no basis
for her contention that City IV [the level of the city that was thought to correspond to Joshua’s
time] was destroyed . . . in the mid-16th century B.C.E. [before the Christian era]” (ibid., p. 57).

Time magazine added the following: “Over the past three decades, the consensus has gone against
the biblical version [of the fall of Jericho]. The late British archaeologist Kathleen Kenyon
established in the 1950s that while the ancient city was indeed destroyed, it happened around 1550
B.C., some 150 years before Joshua could have shown up. But archaeologist Bryant Wood . . . claims
that Kenyon was wrong. Based on a re-evaluation of her research, Wood says that the city’s walls
could have come tumbling down at just the right time to match the biblical account . . . Says Wood:
‘It looks to me as though the biblical stories are correct’” (Time, March 5, 1990, p. 43).

And so, the lively debate regarding the Bible’s accuracy continues between conservative and
liberal archaeologists.

Discoveries verify biblical accounts
As the 20th century has progressed, several archaeological finds verifying the biblical record have

come to light. In the early 1900s, German excavators under Robert Koldewey mapped the ancient
capital of Babylon and found that it closely corresponded to the biblical description. Egyptian history
and culture generally matched the biblical accounts.

The archaeologist’s spade has uncovered evidence of other ancient peoples mentioned in
Scripture. One such example is the Hittite kingdom, mentioned only in the Bible, which had been
dismissed by many critics as mythological. As Gleason Archer mentions: “The references [in the
Bible] to the Hittites were treated with incredulity and condemned as mere fiction on the part of late
authors of the Torah” (A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, 1974, p. 165). Yet, excavations in
Syria and Turkey revealed many Hittite monuments and documents. These discoveries proved the
Hittites to have been a mighty nation, with an empire extending from Asia Minor to parts of Israel.

Also important was the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, written in ancient Hebrew script. The
scrolls were found in caves near the Dead Sea in 1947. Some of them are books of the Old Testament
written more than 100 years before Christ’s time. Nevertheless, questions raised by earlier critics
about the Bible’s authenticity have shaken the faith of many.

Added dimension in understanding
The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia explains: “There were nineteenth-century

scholars who were convinced that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and perhaps even Moses were simply
imaginary creations of later Israelite authors. But archaeology has put these persons in a real world.
As a result, a scholar such as J[ohn] Bright, after devoting thirty-six pages to the subject, can write,
‘the Bible’s picture of the patriarchs is deeply rooted in history’ . . . Archaeology supplies means for
understanding many of the biblical situations[;] it adds the dimension of reality to pictures that
otherwise would be strange and somewhat unreal, and therefore it provides an element of credibility.
While the person of faith does not ask for proof, he does want to feel that his faith is reasonable and
not mere fantasy. Archaeology, by supplying him with material remains from biblical times and
places, and by interpreting these data, provides a context of reality for the biblical story and
reasonability for biblical faith” (1979, Vol. 1, p. 244).

Archaeological discoveries in Egypt and Iraq have been valuable in confirming the biblical
account. However, much evidence still remains beneath the surface. Much of the territory of the
biblical kingdoms of Israel and Judah remains to be archaeologically explored.

Not until the end of World War I, when some of this area came under British control, did
prolonged scientific surveys and excavations begin.

After the Balfour Declaration in 1917, Jews began to arrive in Palestine; the British, Americans
and others were joined in digs by Jews in their ancestral homelands. Today there are some 300 sizable
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excavations underway in Israel, an extraordinary number for a country only 200 miles long and 60
miles wide.

Archaeology makes a believer
The abundance of archaeological evidence in support of the Bible can strengthen faith, and in

some cases it has greatly contributed to giving birth to belief where none existed before.
An example of physical evidence building one’s faith is the life of Englishman William M.

Ramsay (1851-1939). Born in the lap of luxury, Ramsay was dutifully raised as a nonbeliever by his
atheist parents. He graduated from Oxford University with a doctorate in philosophy and became a
professor at the University of Aberdeen.

Determined to undermine the historical accuracy of the Bible, he studied archaeology with the
aim of disproving the biblical account. Once ready with the necessary scientific tools and learning, he
traveled to Palestine and focused on the book of Acts, which he fully expected to refute as nothing
more than myth.

After a quarter-century of work, Ramsay was awestruck by the accuracy of the book of Acts. In
his quest to refute the Bible, Ramsay discovered many facts which confirmed its accuracy.

He had to concede that Luke’s account of the events and setting recorded in the narrative were
exact even in the smallest detail. Far from attacking the biblical account, Ramsay produced a book,
St. Paul, the Traveller and Roman Citizen, which supported it.

Eventually, William Ramsay shook the intellectual world by writing that he had converted t o
Christianity. Ironically, this man who set out to refute the Bible, found himself accepting the Bible as
God’s Word because of his explorations and discoveries. For his contribution to biblical knowledge
with his many books, he was knighted also.

The study of archaeology can help fortify faith. It allows us to take a fascinating journey back in
time to study the stones and artifacts that bear mute but compelling witness to the truth of Scripture.

What else has been found? Future articles in The Good News will describe discoveries that parallel
and illuminate the biblical account.

Sidebar: Two Jigsaw Puzzles, Two Purposes
What can we say about the relationship between the Bible and archaeology? An illustration can

help. Let us imagine two jigsaw puzzles. The first is the Bible, put together under the inspiration of
God Himself. The pieces fit together perfectly. As God’s Word says, “All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Timothy 3:16, 17, emphasis added).

This first puzzle’s primary purpose is to reveal not science and history per se but the record of
God’s dealings with humankind. Much of this revelation is knowledge that cannot be examined under
a microscope or perceived through our senses. It is knowledge revealed by God.

Throughout the Bible, a common theme is God’s participation in human history. Whether it be
the creation account, His dealings with Israel or the early New Testament Church, God is central.

Much of this information is not the kind that archaeology can discover through the study of
ancient remains. Yet God’s inspired account of His interaction with living, breathing people is
inserted into writings about the physical surroundings of those people. Such information is genuine
and true, since God “cannot lie” (Titus 1:2).

Limits of archaeology
The physical evidence can be likened to a second jigsaw puzzle, one based on scientific evidence

and that is valuable to our faith by its ability to confirm the veracity of the biblical accounts.
The second jigsaw puzzle concerns how archaeology and related disciplines can reveal physical

evidence concerning biblical history. The picture presented is partial; not all archaeological evidence
has survived. Conclusions derived from archaeological discoveries are necessarily uncertain. Like a
puzzle, pieces can be initially misplaced. As new discoveries are made or better interpretations are
offered, the position of some pieces can shift. Many pieces are faded and worn, making placement
difficult.

Dating of biblical sites is based primarily on surviving pottery, with its distinctive styles
associated with specific historical periods. What remains is an incomplete picture of the past. As
archaeologist Paul W. Lapp commented, “Palestinian archaeology may be past infancy but has
hardly gotten beyond childhood.” Archaeology is a developing and imperfect science.

Some archaeologists estimate that only one thousandth of the original artifacts have survived.
Some 5,000 sites are known to scientists in Palestine, and only about 350 have been excavated. Of
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these, fewer than 2 percent have been extensively excavated. All conclusions, then, are based on
small amounts of evidence.

Significant portions of the Bible now corroborated
How should the relative scarcity of evidence affect our Christian beliefs? Our faith should not be

based on possession of all the material and historical evidence. Definitive analysis is not a
prerequisite for determining whether or not the Bible is historically accurate and true.

In spite of the relatively small amount of material that has been excavated and analyzed,
considerable evidence confirming the biblical account is available. More is being uncovered all the
time. Significant portions of the Old Testament historical record have now been corroborated by
archaeology.

Bryant Wood notes the consensus of archaeologists on the following point: “The purpose of
Biblical archaeology is to enhance our comprehension of the Bible, and so its greatest achievement,
in my view, has been the extraordinary illumination of the . . . time of the Israelite monarchy”
(Biblical Archaeology Review, May-June, 1995, p. 33).

From c. 1000 B.C. through the New Testament period, the archaeological evidence is strong.
Before that time, it is sparse. This is quite natural, considering the circumstances. As Wood explains:
“Exploring that pre-history [before 1000 B.C.] is challenging: It requires tracing the archaeological
record of a pastoral community, rather than an agrarian-based political entity that built cities and
made contacts with surrounding nations” (ibid., p. 35).

We will never possess all the physical evidence. Most has been destroyed by time and wear. We
cannot reproduce miracles, nor can God’s presence be examined and confirmed in a laboratory. Faith
will always be based primarily on spiritual discernment and trust in God’s Word.

Archaeology and Genesis: What Does the Record Show? September 9

(from The Good News, September/October 1996)

by Mario Seiglie

A century ago Charles Darwin advanced an alternative to the biblical account of creation. About
the same time, Karl Marx made use of the theory of materialism, which stated that matter has always
existed and doesn’t need a Creator. This provided his followers with an alternative to belief in God.
Then literary criticism focused its sights on the Bible and slowly began to attempt to tear it to pieces.
Literary critics claimed that the Bible is filled with myths and is of much more recent origin than the
Bible itself claims to be.

As one scholar explains, man began to think of himself, rather than God, as the center of the
universe. “The idea of evolution had captured the thinking of that day, and was thought to furnish
the best key to the understanding of history as well as of nature. Religion was discussed from the
standpoint of its subjective benefits to man. All possibility of special revelation from a personal God
was discounted, and the religious side of man was to be explained by a natural process . . . They
concluded that Israel’s religion must have developed along similar lines” (A. Noordtzy, Bibliotheca
Sacra, Vol. 98-99, pp. 388-390, 1940-41).

When the 20th century dawned, the tide of criticism eroded belief in the literal truth of the
biblical accounts. Then came a series of remarkable archaeological discoveries. Archaeology began in
the 19th century but came to full force in the 20th. Critics of the historical accuracy of the Bible
were confronted with physical evidence attesting to the truthfulness of certain accounts.

As author John Elder comments, the study of archaeology had much to do with tipping the
scales, in many people’s minds, back in the favor of biblical credibility. “Little by little, one city
after another, one civilization after another, one culture after another, whose memories were
enshrined only in the Bible, were restored to their proper places in ancient history by the studies of
the archaeologists . . . Nowhere has archaeological discovery refuted the Bible as history” (Prophets,
Idols and Diggers, 1960, p. 16).

In this article we take a look at some of the astounding discoveries of the last two centuries and
show how physical evidence confirms aspects of the biblical record.

When Luke wrote the Gospel that bears his name, he carefully laid out the evidence in favor of
the historicity of Jesus Christ and His miracles, including His resurrection. He wanted his account t o
meet the scrutiny of doubters. Luke said he intended to write “an orderly account” (Luke 1:1-4) so
his readers could “know the certainty of those things in which you were instructed” (emphasis added
throughout).
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Luke then proceeded to augment his account with historical references mentioning, for example,
the contemporaneous rulers of Judah and the emperor of the Roman Empire (Luke 1:5; 2:1).
Because of the number of discoveries, we cannot examine all of the evidence here. We will discuss,
however, some of the principal finds that corroborate parts of the biblical record of Genesis.

The Temptation Seal
Seals made use of some of the most ancient forms of writing. They were used to certify

documents, to show authority and, on occasion, as amulets. The earliest seals were made of clay
impressed with markings or writing, and some of them became hardened with time or were baked
when fires swept through a city. Since they are made of clay, they have survived much longer than
records written on papyrus or parchment.

Archaeologists’ dating of some seals has found them to be more than 5,000 years old. They are
among the few surviving materials that provide firm evidence of people’s beliefs at the dawn of
civilization. Seals have been uncovered that confirm several biblical accounts, including some in
Genesis.

The first chapters of the book of Genesis cover the creation of humans and the temptation that
induced Adam to sin. God had given Adam certain laws to keep and explained the consequences of
disobedience. “And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you
may freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall surely die’” (Genesis 2:16-17).

Genesis depicts the tempter, Satan, influencing Eve and in turn her husband, Adam, to disobey
their Creator. God had told Adam and Eve they would die if they ate of the tree. But the serpent said
to Eve, “You will not surely die.” So Eve partook, found the fruit pleasant, then offered it to her
husband, “and he ate” (Genesis 3:1-6).

Is this account only a myth? Many critics thought so. Yet archaeology has unearthed, not in
biblical Israel, but in the site of the most ancient civilization known, Sumer, a seal depicting this very
sequence of events described in the book of Genesis. This find, known as the Temptation Seal, is in
the British Museum. It dates to the third millennium before Christ, some 5,000 years ago. This
artifact shows a man and a woman viewing a tree, and behind the woman is a serpent. The man and
woman are both reaching for fruit of the tree.

The Genesis account of the temptation was believed to be a fabrication by Jewish writers, yet this
graphic portrayal of events described in Genesis existed thousands of years before critics believe the
book of Genesis was written. This artifact, one of the earliest surviving records, demonstrates that
humans knew the essentials of the temptation incident, and not only from the biblical account
written in Genesis.

The Adam and Eve seal
Another Sumerian seal, dated ca. 3500

B.C. and now housed in the museum of the
University of Pennsylvania, shows events
that took place after the man and woman
ate the forbidden fruit. This seal depicts the
naked figures of a male and a female, bowed
in humiliation, being driven out, followed
by a serpent. This seal also describes the
story of the expulsion from the Garden of
Eden: “. . . Therefore the LORD God sent
him [Adam] out of the garden of Eden t o
till the ground from which he was taken”
(Genesis 3:23).

It is difficult to explain what the three
figures, engraved on a seal dating from the
beginnings of human antiquity, are doing if
the artifact is not another depiction of the Genesis account.

The flood epics
“And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven

were covered . . . And all flesh died that moved on the earth” (Genesis 7:19, 21).

This seal, with its impression at right, is known as
the Temptation Seal. Discovered at the site of
ancient Sumer, it depicts a sepent, woman, tree
and man all important elements in the account
from Genesis of the temptation.
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One of the most questioned accounts of the Bible is the flood of Noah’s time. A century ago
liberal critics considered it one of the most fanciful biblical myths. Yet more than a century of
archaeological digging has revealed accounts of the flood in the earliest of civilizations.

One of the most astounding finds is the Gilgamesh Epic, recorded on clay tablets that were
translated in 1872 by George Smith of the British Museum. The tablets narrate the flood account
from the perspective of the ancient Babylonians. A similar account was found on Sumerian tablets,
which are the earliest writings yet discovered.

Which one is the more authentic account of the flood? That is
easily answered. Professor Gleason Archer notes that the
differences in the Gilgamesh and Genesis narratives are too great t o
allow one to have been borrowed from the other. “The stark
contrast between the passion-driven, quarrelsome, greedy gods of
the Babylonian pantheon and the majestic holiness of Jehovah is
most striking and significant,” he writes. “Likewise the utter
implausibility of a cube-shaped ark and an inundation of the entire
world by a mere fourteen-day downpour [of the Gilgamesh Epic]
stand in opposition to the seaworthy dimensions and the gradual
sinking of the waters in the Biblical record” (A Survey of Old
Testament Introduction, 1974, p. 211).

Clearly, the Gilgamesh Epic shows evidence of corruption.
These ancient tablets are by no means the only external

corroboration of the biblical flood narrative. An enterprising
historian, Aaron Smith, is said to have patiently tallied all the
flood stories he could find. He came across 80,000 works in 72
languages about the deluge (Werner Keller, The Bible as History,
1980, p. 38).

Certainly if Noah’s flood were just a local event affecting
people in a limited geographic region, its impact would not have
been etched indelibly into the minds of so many far-flung peoples.

One historian notes: “The Sumerians, Babylonians and Assyrians of Mesopotamia might well be
expected to cherish a similar tradition to that of the Hebrews, since they lived so close to the
presumed seat of antediluvian civilization . . . But what shall we say of the legend of Manu preserved
among the Hindus . . . or of Fah-he among the Chinese . . . or of Nu-u among the Hawaiians; or of
Tezpi among the Mexican Indians; or of Manabozho among the Algonquins? . . . All of these agree
that all mankind was destroyed by a great flood (usually represented as worldwide) as a result of divine
displeasure at human sin, and that a single man with his family or a very few friends survived the
catastrophe by means of a ship or raft or large canoe of some sort” (Archer, p. 209).

The Tower of Babel
“Then they said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They had

brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. And they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city,
and a tower whose top is in the heavens . . .’” (Genesis 11:3-4).

Many of us have heard about the Tower
of Babel, but few know of the solid
evidence behind the Bible account.

Excavations in Iraq at the beginning of
this century revealed that an enormous
tower had existed in Babylon at one time.
Werner Keller writes: “In 1899 the German
Oriental Society equipped a large
expedition under the direction of Professor
Robert Koldewey, the architect, to examine
the famous ruined mound of ‘Babil’ on the
Euphrates. The excavations, as it turned
out, took longer than anywhere else. In
eighteen years the most famous metropolis
of the ancient world, the royal seat of
Nebuchadnezzar, was brought to light, and

This clay tablet, inscribed in
cuneiform, was
rediscovered from the
ancient city of Nineveh. It
describes a flood that
devastated the entire
world an account
remarkably similar to the
flood of Noah’s time
described in the book of
Genesis.

This enormous mound, the remnant of a ziggurat
similar to the destroyed Tower of Babel, was
erected at Ur in 2300 B.C. Close to this court
archaeologists excavated a complete record of the
building of the tower.
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at the same time, one of the Seven Wonders of the World, the ‘Hanging Gardens’ . . . and ‘E-temen-
an-ki,’ the legendary Tower of Babel . . .

“The bricklaying technique described in the Bible at the building of the Tower of Babel
corresponds with the findings of the archaeologists. As the investigations confirmed, actually only
asphalted bricks were used in the construction, especially in the foundation. That was clearly
necessary for the security of the structure in accordance with building regulations . . . Foundations and
stonework were therefore made waterproof and damp-proof with ‘slime,’ i.e., asphalt . . . Seven
stages, ‘seven squares,’ rose one above the other. A little tablet belonging to an architect which was
found in the temple expressly mentions that length, breadth and height were equal . . . The length of
the sides at the base is given as being rather more than 290 feet. The archaeologists measured it as
295 feet. According to that the tower must have been almost 300 feet high” (The Bible As History,
1980 edition, pp. 302, 317-318).

This means the tower rose to the height of a 20-story building.
Further research has revealed that the original tower was destroyed, and on the same site a similar
tower was later built at the time of Nebuchadnezzar.

D.J. Wiseman, professor of Assyriology, explains: “The tower was severely damaged in the war
of 652-648 B.C. but restored again by Nebuchadrezzar II (605-562 B.C.). It was this building, part of
which was recovered by Koldewey in 1899, which was described by Herodotus on his visit c. 460 B.C.
. . . The base stage [of the later tower] measured 90 by 90 m[eters] and was 33 m[eters] high . . . The
ziggurat [a sacred tower] at Babylon was demolished by Xerxes in 472 B.C., and though Alexander
cleared the rubble prior to its restoration this was thwarted by his death. The bricks were subsequently
removed by the local inhabitants, and today the site of Etemenanki is a pit as deep as the original
construction was high” (New Bible Dictionary, 1982, p. 111).

 Sacred towers were common in Mesopotamia. So far, the ruins of 35 such structures have been
found. The first was the one at Babel.

 From this brief survey, we can see the light that archaeology has shed on questions about the
veracity of the biblical record. Although doubters will always question the truthfulness of God’s Word,
fewer and fewer now doubt its historical statements.

 Many other exciting archaeological finds have helped confirm and shed light on the book of
Genesis, and these will be examined in a future article.

Archaeology and Genesis: What Does the Record Show? —Part 2

(from The Good News, November/December 1996) September 10

Although doubters will always scoff at the truth of God’s Word, fewer and fewer now doubt the

Bible’s historical basis.

by Mario Seiglie

In the September-October 1996 issue, The
Good News examined several archaeological
finds that illuminate portions of the book of
Genesis. In this issue we continue our
exploration of discoveries that verify the
accuracy of other aspects of the Genesis
account, beginning with the biblical patriarch
Abraham.

Abraham and the city of Ur
“And Terah took his son Abram and his

grandson Lot, . . . and they went out with them
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of
Canaan” (Genesis 11:31).

A century ago, German liberal critic
Theodor Nöldeke questioned the historical
existence of Abraham and of “Ur of the
Chaldeans.” He, along with others, regarded the
Genesis account of Abraham and his
descendants as fictional. Yet this century has
brought to light an enormous amount of

Demonstrating Egypt’s agricultural productivity,
this carved relief from an Egyptian tomb
depicts a row of granaries in the center, with
workers harvesting fruit, above, and below.
When nearby areas suffered drought and
famine. Egypt with its abundant food drew the
ancient Israelites to settle here.
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evidence to back the biblical record of Abraham.
In 1922 Leonard Woolley thoroughly excavated the city of Ur in southern Iraq and found it had

been a thriving metropolis around 2000 B.C., precisely the time of Abraham. Based on his findings,
Woolley even drew a map of the city that showed its orderly boulevards and made up blueprints of
spacious dwellings with indoor baths. Classrooms were excavated that yielded schoolchildren’s tablets
with lessons on grammar and arithmetic still visible. In addition, variations on the name Abraham
were found that dated to a century or two after his death.

The International Standard Encyclopedia, rejecting Nöldeke’s theory that Abraham was a
mythical figure, concludes: “From the archaeological evidence it is apparent that Abraham was the
product of an advanced culture, and was typical of the upper-class patriarch of his day: His actions
are set against a well-authenticated background of non-biblical material, making him a true son of his
age who bore the same name and traversed the same general territory, as well as living in the same
towns, as his contemporaries. He is in every sense a genuine Middle Bronze Age person, and not a
retrojection of later Israelite historical thought, as used to be imagined . . .” (Vol. 1, 1979, p. 17).

“Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell there, for the
famine was severe in the land” (Genesis 12:10). “So they took their livestock and their goods, which
they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and went to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him”
(Genesis 46:6).

What did the biblical patriarchs and their families look like? The Bible speaks of the wealth of
Abraham in cattle and sheep (Genesis 12:16). Later it talks about the brothers’ envy over the
multicolored coat that Jacob gave to Joseph (Genesis 37:3). It tells about the sheep and goats that
Jacob cleverly bred to avoid their being confiscated by his father-in-law (Genesis 30:33-43).
Mentioned are musical instruments such as the harp (Genesis 31:27) and weapons such as the bow and
arrow used for protection (Genesis 27:3). Were all these only fabrications and the product of fables?

At the turn of our
century, several royal
tombs were excavated 150
miles south of Cairo. There
on one of the walls is a
beautiful painting, later
dated ca. 1900 B.C., of
Semites entering Egypt t o
sell their wares. Men,
women and children are
p ic tu red ,  some with
multicolored clothing. They
have harps, bows and arrows
and spears. Accompanying
them are goats and donkeys
for food and conveyance.
This painting shows people
of the same lineage as
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob wearing the clothing, caring for the same type of animals and using
implements as described in the Bible record. It is an impressive find that backs the biblical description
of that time, even in minute detail.

Laban’s teraphim
Some have puzzled over the biblical story of Rachel’s desperate attempt to hide her father’s

household gods, even risking her life to carry them with her. We read in Genesis 31:
“Then Jacob rose and set his sons and his wives on camels . . . Now Laban had gone to shear his

sheep, and Rachel had stolen the household idols that were her father’s . . . And Laban was told on
the third day that Jacob had fled. Then he took his brethren with him and pursued him for seven
days’ journey, and he overtook him in the mountains of Gilead . . .

“And Laban said to Jacob: ‘What have you done, that you have stolen away unknown to me,
and carried away my daughters . . .? And now you have surely gone because you greatly long for your
father’s house, but why did you steal my gods?’

These panels from a wall painting discovered in an Egyptian tomb
at Beni-Hasan depict foreigners entering Egypt. Many of the
ancient Israelites’ animals, tools, utensils and weapons described
in the Bible are shown in the paintings, including donkeys, goats,
harps, spears, bows and arrows. This painting, almost 4,000 years
old, depicts life in the time of the biblical patriarchs.
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“Then Jacob answered and said to Laban, ‘Because I was afraid, for I said, “Perhaps you would
take your daughters from me by force.” With whomever you find your gods, do not let him live. In
the presence of our brethren, identify what I have of yours and take it with you.’
“For Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen them . . . Now Rachel had taken the household idols,
put them in the camel’s saddle, and sat on them. And Laban searched all about the tent but did not
find them. And she said to her father, ‘Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise before you, for
the manner of women is with me’” (verses 17-35).

Why were these “household gods” so important? Archaeological evidence reveals the answer.
Many of these domestic idols, called teraphim, have been found in the Middle East. In the 1920s
more than 20,000 tablets, now called the Nuzi tablets, were discovered in northern Iraq. They include
much information on law, commercial transactions and religion that has shed light on the customs of
Abraham’s time.

The teraphim are mentioned as household gods that were used to determine the inheritance and
titles of the sons of a family. Although scholars dispute how much the patriarchs were influenced by
such practices, the biblical account fits this picture well. Clearly, Rachel was worried about leaving
these idols behind. Laban certainly thought they were of great importance and traveled with his other
sons for several days to recover them. These actions on their part make sense if the teraphim were
used to help his other sons confirm their rights of inheritance.

These idols were also used to bring good luck and even for calling upon other gods. After another
encounter with the true God, when Jacob found that Rachel had stolen the idols, he had her get rid of
them. “And Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, ‘Put away the foreign gods that
are among you . . .’” (Genesis 35:2).

Again, the biblical account fits with archaeological evidence of the customs of the people of that
time.

Joseph in Egypt
“Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt” (Genesis 39:1).

Perhaps one can acknowledge that these findings fit Abraham and his descendants in
Mesopotamia and Canaan, but do they confirm the abundant archaeological evidence of Egyptian life
and culture?

The Bible tells of a young Joseph who was sold into slavery and taken to Egypt as a young man.
If this account is nothing more than myth, surely the biblical story could easily be refuted, since
much more is known of Egyptian history and culture than of any other civilization of the Middle
East of that time. The Egyptians left monument after monument, their tombs with walls full of
pictures and writings of their daily lives. They inscribed in stone much of their history. If the biblical
story is false, it should not be difficult to expose it as a fraud, since details in the account would surely
be discovered to be out of place.

Yet the biblical account fits. In Egypt Joseph ended up as a slave
in an important official’s home. Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce
Joseph. When he fled from her, he was falsely accused by her and
thrown into prison. These elements all reflect Egyptian customs as
described in the monuments-the abundance of Semitic slaves and
stories of frivolous Egyptian wives. Says one encyclopedia: “Egyptian
sources indicate that both in literature and in daily life some other
Egyptian women were no better than Potiphar’s wife” (The
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Vol. 2, p. 1128).

When God intervened and Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dream
(literature of that time indicates that interpreting dreams was a
common practice), he was placed as second in command under
Pharaoh.

The Egyptian ruler complimented him: “Inasmuch as God has
shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as you. You
shall be over my house, and all my people shall be ruled according t o
your word; only in regard to the throne will I be greater than you.’ And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘See, I have set you over all the land of
Egypt.’ Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand and put it on
Joseph’s hand; and he clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a
gold chain around his neck. And he had him ride in the second chariot

This illustration, from an
Egyptian tomb carving,
shows a dignitary being
installed into
government office. A
gold chain is being
placed around his
neck, an exact parallel
of Joseph’s
inauguration described
in Genesis 41: 41-42.
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which he had; and they cried out before him, ‘Bow the knee!’ So he set him over all the land of
Egypt” (Genesis 41:39-43).

In one of the walls in a royal Egyptian tomb is a beautiful engraving of the investiture ceremony
for a new prime minister. The official is clothed in a white linen gown and wears a gold chain around
his neck. As Werner Keller maintains: “Joseph’s elevation to be viceroy of Egypt is reproduced in
the Bible exactly according to protocol. He is invested with the insignia of his high office, he
receives the ring, Pharaoh’s seal, a costly linen vestment, and a golden chain. This is exactly how
Egyptian artists depict this solemn ceremony on murals and reliefs. As viceroy, Joseph rides in
Pharaoh’s ‘second chariot.’ That could indicate the ‘period of the Hyksos’ at the earliest, for it is
only during the period of the ‘rulers of the foreign lands’ . . . that the fast war chariot reached Egypt
. . . Before their day this had not been the practice on the Nile. The ceremonial chariot harnessed t o
thoroughbred horses was in those days the Rolls-Royce of the governors. The first chariot belonged
to the ruler, the ‘second chariot’ was occupied by his chief minister” (The Bible as History, 1980, p.
89).

From this brief survey we can see some of the light that archaeology has shed on the biblical
record. Although doubters will always scoff at the truth of God’s Word-since God’s way of life and
His laws are not easy to keep-fewer and fewer now doubt the Bible’s historical basis.

Such discoveries continue to verify the inspiration of God’s Word. As Paul said: “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Timothy 3:16-17).

Future issues of The Good News will present more archaeological evidence that confirms the
Bible account.

FESTIVAL BREAK (continues through October 10) September 11-30

We are breaking for the latter part of September and the first part of October to allow time

for the study and observance of God’s autumn festivals, which symbolize the time of Jesus

Christ’s return to the earth to rule over all nations. (For any who would like more information on

God’s annual festivals as recorded in Leviticus 23, please send for or download our free booklet

God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.) The Bible Reading Program

resumes with supplementary reading on October 10. Regular scripture readings, as explained in

last month’s issue, resume on December 1.
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