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Signs of the Times

early 2,000 years ago a group of men came to

Jesus Christ, intending to put Him on the spot

by asking Him for a miraculous sign to prove
He was who He said He was. His response, recorded in Matthew
16:2-3, wasn’t what they expected.

He told them: “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair
weather, for the sky is red’; and in the morning, ‘It will be foul
weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.” Hypocrites! You
know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the
signs of the times” (emphasis added).

Jesus had already performed many great miracles, as they no
doubt were aware. The evidence was already there, but they refused
to accept it. And so Jesus called them what they were—hypocrites
and pretenders. He then pointed out to them the result of their lack
of belief. Their lack of spiritual understanding, Jesus told them,

Could disbelief and lack of spiritual understanding
leave us blind to dangers that should be obvious?

made them blind to what should’ve been obvious. The signs of the
times were there, but they chose to remain oblivious to them.

Do Christ’s words mean anything for us today? Could disbelief
and lack of spiritual understanding leave individuals—or even an
entire nation—blind to dangers that otherwise should be obvious?
Are we ignoring warning signs that cry out for our attention?

Consider some indicators of America’s national health and sta-
bility. The United States currently borrows 40 percent of what it
spends. The 2012 U.S. federal budget was almost $3.8 trillion, a
gargantuan number almost impossible to understand. This breaks
down to the federal government spending:

* $316,333,333,333 ($316.3 billion) per month.

* $73,000,000,000 ($73 billion) per week.

* $10,400,000,000 ($10.4 billion) per day.

* $433,000,000 ($433 million) per hour.

* $7,222,222 ($7.2 million) per minute.

* $120,370.37 per second.

Since 40 percent of these amounts is borrowed, the United States
borrows and spends $48,000—an amount roughly equal to the
median U.S. household income—every second.

In late 2011 the federal deficit officially overtook the nation’s
gross domestic product (GDP)—the total value of the nation’s
goods and services produced in the year. America’s per-person
share of debt is now higher than that of deeply troubled European
nations like Greece that we hear so much about on the news!

America spends more than $400 billion annually just to pay inter-
est on its debt, with about a quarter of that going to China. That inter-
est alone is enough to fund China’s entire military spending—a mili-
tary that is aggressively catching up to and challenging U.S. forces
in Asia and the Pacific. In effect, through irresponsible government
spending, U.S. taxpayers are funding China’s military buildup!

In spite of America’s power, it’s increasingly ineffectual on the
world stage. Crowds gather in third-world nations to mock the
United States and spit on its flag. In September Libyan terrorists
murdered the U.S. ambassador with impunity—the first ambassador
killed since 1979.

What’s going on? What are these warning signs telling us? It’s
crucial that you understand the answers revealed in this issue,
because they’re reshaping not just the nation, but the entire world!

—Scott Ashley, Managing editor

The Good News

Good News

January-February 2013 Volume 18, Number 1 Circulation: 334,000

The Good News (ISSN: 1086-9514) is published bimonthly by the United Church of God, an International
Association, 555 Technecenter Dr., Milford, OH 45150. © 2013 United Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation. Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form without written permission is prohib-
ited. Periodicals Postage paid at Milford, Ohio 45150, and at additional mailing offices. Scriptural references
are from the New King James Version (© 1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc., publishers) unless otherwise noted.

Donations to help share The Good News and our other free publications with others are gratefully
accepted and are tax-deductible in the United States and Canada. Those who choose to voluntarily
support this work are welcomed as coworkers in this effort to proclaim the true gospel to all nations.

Publisher: United Church of God, an International Association
Council of Elders: Gary Antion, Carmelo Anastasi, Scott Ashley, Bob Berendt, Bill Bradford, Roc Corbett,
John Elliott, Darris McNeely, Mark Mickelson, Mario Seiglie, Don Ward, Robin Webber (chairman)
Church president: Dennis Luker Media operation manager: Peter Eddington
Managing editor: Scott Ashley Senior writers: Jerold Aust, Tom Robinson, John Ross Schroeder
Art director: Shaun Venish - Circulation manager: John LaBissoniere

To request a free subscription, visit our website at www.GNmagazine.org or contact the office nearest
you from the list below. The Good News is sent free to all who request it. Your subscription is provided by
the voluntary contributions of members of the United Church of God, an International Association, and others.
Personal contact: The United Church of God has congregations and ministers throughout the United States and
many other countries. To contact a minister or to find locations and times of services, contact our office nearest
you or visit our website at www.ucg.org/churches.

Unsolicited materials: Due to staffing limitations, unsolicited materials sent to The Good News will not be
critiqued or returned. By their submission authors agree that submitted materials become the property of
the United Church of God, an International Association, to use as it sees fit. This agreement is controlled by
California law.

NORTH, SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

United States: United Church of God, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 Website: www.GNmagazine.org E-mail: info@ucg.org
Canada: United Church of God—Canada, Box 144, Station D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada
Phone: (905) 614-1234, (800) 338-7779 Fax: (905) 614-1749 Website: www.ucg.ca
Carribean islands: United Church of God, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 Website: www.GNmagazine.org E-mail: info@ucg.org
Spanish-speaking areas: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 Website: www.ucg.org/espanol E-mail: info@ucg.org

EUROPE
Benelux countries (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg): P.0. Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, Netherlands
British Isles: United Church of God, P.0. Box 705, Watford, Herts, WD19 6FZ, England
Phone: 020-8386-8467 Fax: 020-8386-1999 Website: www.goodnews.org.uk
Eastern Europe and Baltic states: Head Sénumid, Pk. 62, 50002 Tartu Postkontor, Estonia
France: Eglise de Dieu Unie—France, 127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France
Germany: Vereinte Kirche Gottes/Gute Nachrichten, Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany
Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax: 0228-9454637
Italy: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy
Phone and Fax: (+39) 035 4523573 Website: www.labuonanotizia.org E-mail; info@labuonanotizia.org
Scandinavia: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.0. Box 3535, 111 74 Stockholm, Sweden
Phone: +44 20 8386-8467 E-mail: sverige@ucg.org

AFRICA
Cameroon: United Church of God Cameroon, BP 10322 Béssengue, Douala, Cameroon
East Africa, Madagascar and Mauritius: United Church of God—East Africa
P.0. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200, Kenya E-mail: kenya@ucg.org Website: www.ucgeastafrica.org
Ghana: P.0. Box AF 75, Adenta, Accra, Ghana E-mail: ghana@ucg.org
Malawi: P.0. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi Phone: 01 660 851 E-mail: malawi@ucg.org
Nigeria: United Church of God—Nigeria, P.0. Box 2265 Somolu, Lagos, Nigeria
Phone: 8033233193 Website: www.ucgnigeria.org E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org
South Africa: United Church of God—Southern Africa, P.0. Box 36290, Menlo Park, 0102, Pretoria, South
Africa. Phone: +27 12 751 4204 Fax: +27 (0)86 572 7437 Website: www.south-africa.ucg.org
E-mail: UnitedChurchofGod.SA@gmail.com
Zambia: P.0. Box 23076, Kitwe, Zambia Phone: (02) 226076 E-mail: zambia@ucg.org
Zimbabwe: P.0. Box 928, Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe Phone: 0773 240 041 E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

PACIFIC REGION
Australia and all other South Pacific regions not listed: United Church of God—Australia
GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia Phone: 07 55202 111 Free call: 1800 356 202
Fax: 07 55 202 122 Website: www.ucg.org.au E-mail: info@ucg.org.au
New Zealand: United Church of God, P.0. Box 22, Shortland St., Auckland 1140, New Zealand
Phone: Toll-free 0508-463-763 Website: www.ucg.org.nz E-mail: info@ucg.org.nz
Tonga: United Church of God-Tonga, P.0. Box 518, Nuku'alofa, Tonga
ASIA
All except Philippines and Singapore: United Church of God, P.0. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 E-mail: info@ucg.org
Philippines: P.0. Box 81840, DCCPO, 8000 Davao City, Philippines Phone and fax: +63 82 224-4444
Cell/text: +63 918-904-4444 Website: www.ucg.org.ph E-mail: info@ucg.org.ph
Singapore: United Church of God, GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qid. 4001, Australia
Website: www.ucg-singapore.org E-mail: info@ucg.org.au
ALL AREAS AND NATIONS NOT LISTED

United Church of God, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 Website: www.GNmagazine.org E-mail: info@ucg.org
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement Number 40026236.
Canada return address: The Good News, 2835 Kew Drive, Windsor, ON N8T 3B7.
Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address changes to
The Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org



Photos, from left: 123RF, Morguefile.com, Wikimedia (3), iStockphoto Cover: Photo illustration by Shaun Venish/123RF/iStockphoto

Table of COntents

|..:"
) -4

it

*

A

- F

Cover Feature

Where Does America Go From Here?
As the American president takes his oath of office with his hand on the Bible, proclaiming to faithfully fulfill his

Will America Cease
to Lead the World?

America became undisputed world
leader because of its destiny set forth
in the Bible. Why, then, is America now

What Could America and Britain
Learn From Rome’s Fall?

The fall of Rome is one of the most
important and world-shaping events

in history. It holds many important les-
sons for the Western world today. . . 12

Is America Identified

in Bible Prophecy?

Does it make sense that the most
powerful nation in the world would go
unmentioned in Bible prophecy?. . . 17

Hurricane Sandy, the Bible and You
Why is America experiencing major
national catastrophes, both natural
and manmade? Does the Bible

A Crucial Biblical Question
for the President (and You)

Given the opportunity, what would you
ask your country’s leader as he starts
a new term in office? How would his
answer stack up against the Bible?. . 28

Are You Pressing the
Spiritual Snooze Button?

What does your to-do list look like? Is

it full of tasks, chores and other physi-
cal worries? Where does your spiritual
lifefitin? ..................... 32

Lincoln’s Qualities of Leadership

What made Abraham Lincoln an
effective and inspirational leader? . . 34

The Art of Appreciation:

The Bucket Fillers

Each of us has an invisible bucket wait-
ing to be filled. How can you fill your
own and that of others?......... 37

Two Questions for a Disciple

Jesus asked two key questions of his
disciple Peter—questions that each of
us must ultimately answer too. . . . . 38

Hope and Restoration:
The Story of the Prodigal Son

In a world of broken relationships, this
parable speaks to love and hope. . . 42

Regular Features

Current Events and Trends An overview of conditions around the world . . . ... ... .. o 24
God, Science and the Bible News from the world of science about God and the Bible. . . .. ... ... ... .. oo, 26
Beyond Today Television 10g. . .. ... ... i 29
Mini-Study Train Now to Help Jesus CAIISERUI . . ... ... ... ... 40
Letters From Our Readers Readers of The Good News share their tHoughts . . . ...............ouuuiiinininii... 44
Questions and Answers Answers to your questions about the Bible and Christian living. . .. ......... ... ............ 45
Youth Focus From Vertical Thought Men and Women of Steel and Velvet .. ....................c..c.cccouien... 46

January-February 2013 3



America Go

From Here?

As the American president takes his oath of office with his hand on
the Bible, proclaiming to faithfully fulfill his responsibilities “so help
me God,” should we not take into consideration how God views the
“state of the union” of the United States? by Scott Ashley

arning signs come in many

forms. Sometimes it’s the pierc-
ing shriek of a fire alarm or the
Emergency Alert System on the
TV or radio. Maybe it’s the wail
of a loudspeaker indicating an oncoming
tornado or hurricane. At times it might be the
flashing lights and siren of an ambulance, fire
truck or other emergency vehicle.

Regardless of their form, we’re usually
aware of what warning signs mean. They’re
intended to alert us to approaching danger,
and we know that we must take action if we
are to remain safe.

Sometimes the warning signs are not so

4 The Good News

obvious. Rather than screaming in our ears
or shouting in our faces to get our attention
like the examples above, the signs can be
much more subtle. And if we're distracted
by other things and not paying attention,
we can easily miss them.

Could individuals—and sometimes even
great nations—remain blind to dangers that
otherwise should be obvious? Could Ameri-
cans be ignoring warning signs that are
shouting for our attention?

A look at the state of the union

Early each year the U.S. president gives
his annual State of the Union address to

Congress—and, by extension, the nation
and world as a whole. It’s typically a lofty
speech filled with ideals and platitudes
expressing the president’s agenda.

But despite what it’s called, the speech
seldom addresses the actual state of the
nation. If we were to examine the condition
of the United States from the perspective of
God’s Word, what would we find?

On the rostrum above the head of the
president as He gives this speech, seem-
ingly avoided by TV cameras, is the motto
“In God We Trust.” The president is him-
self sworn into office with his hand on a
Bible as he pledges to carry out his duties
“so help me God.”

So what would God think about the
current state of the United States?

Growing acceptance of immoral behavior

The November 2012 U.S. elections were
a revealing window into the prevailing

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org



Photo illustration by Shaun Venish/123RF/iStockphoto

orld News

& Brophecy

mindset of voters. For the first time, voters
legalized marriage between homosexuals
in several states—Maine, Maryland and
Washington.

Same-sex marriage had already been
approved by state legislatures or courts in
six other states, but this was the first time
it was approved directly by voters—after
it had previously been rejected 32 times in
statewide votes dating back to 1998.

Homosexual behavior is repeatedly
condemned in Scripture (Leviticus 18:22;
20:13; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-
10; 1 Timothy 1:10). Yet far from being
ashamed of such behavior, many pride
themselves on their acceptance of it.

With the country’s many “gay pride”
marches and parades, could Isaiah 3:9 be
a prophecy for America today? “The look
on their faces testifies against them; they
parade their sin like Sodom; they do not
hide it. Woe to them! They have brought
disaster upon themselves” (New Interna-
tional Version, emphasis added throughout).

Meanwhile, in two states—Colorado and
Washington—voters approved possession
and recreational use of marijuana, a halluci-
nogenic drug that remains illegal under fed-
eral law. Nineteen other states allow what is
called “medicinal” use of the drug, though
it’s clearly abused by many who want to use
it simply to get high.

Although marijuana isn’t directly men-
tioned in Scripture, God’s Word clearly

who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!
Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,
and prudent in their own sight! . . .
“Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble,
and the flame consumes the chaff, so their
root will be as rottenness, and their blossom
will ascend like dust; because they have
rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and
despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
Therefore the anger of the LORD is aroused
against His people; He has stretched out His
hand against them and stricken them . . .”

Broken marriages + broken families =
broken society

As we have often discussed in the pages
of The Good News, marriage and family are
the building blocks of society. When mar-
riages and families break down, so do the
bonds holding society together.

So what’s the state of marriage and family
in America today?

For years about half of all U.S. marriages
have ended in divorce. Seeing this sad fact,
growing numbers of couples choose to skip
marriage altogether.

According to U.S. census figures, between
1960 and 2000 the number of unmarried
couples living together increased tenfold.

It doubled again from 2000 to 2010, to 7.5
million couples—though the actual number
may be considerably higher since unmarried
partners may describe themselves as just
friends or roommates.

Thinking themselves enlightened, people in reality
only show how shortsighted and blind they are to the
consequences of their choices.

condemns intoxication in any form—calling
those seeking it “drunkards” who will have
no place in the Kingdom of God (1 Corinthi-
ans 5:11; 6:10; Galatians 5:21). The reason
so many use marijuana is for the intoxicated
state it produces. Otherwise, why do it?

Any nation brings curses on itself when it
turns its back on biblical values and accepts
sin as normal and commonplace. Thinking
themselves enlightened, people in reality
only show how shortsighted and blind they
are to the consequences of their choices.

They fail to take into account God’s view,
which He states in Isaiah 5:20-25: “Woe to
those who call evil good, and good evil; who
put darkness for light, and light for darkness;

About 12 percent of U.S. households are
now unmarried couples living together. In
some cities a third of couples living together
are not married to each other. Other recent
studies have shown that almost 60 percent
of women ages 19-44 have chosen to live
with a partner of the opposite sex at some
point in their lives.

However, rather than a formula for stabil-
ity, living together before marriage only
increases the odds that a couple will break
up. About 40 percent of couples who move
in together separate before marriage. And,
of those who do marry, studies show the
divorce rate ranges from 50 to 80 percent
higher than those who chose not to live

together before marriage.

The curses of promiscuity, abortion
and illegitimacy

Sexual promiscuity begins early. Stud-
ies show that from 40 to 50 percent of U.S.
teens are sexually active, with 20 percent
having sexual intercourse by age 15.

And they are reaping the tragic fruits of
breaking God’s command against engaging
in sex outside of marriage (Exodus 20:14;
Ephesians 5:3, 5; Hebrews 13:4; Revelation
21:8). Young people ages 15-24 account
for nearly half of the nation’s 19 million
new sexually transmitted infections each
year. One in four females ages 15 to 19 is
infected with at least one sexually trans-
mitted disease. And each year more than
750,000 15- to 19-year-old females become
pregnant, the vast majority unintended.

With so many showing such disregard
for God’s instruction regarding sex and
marriage, it’s no surprise that the nation is
suffering from twin curses of abortion and
illegitimacy. According to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
almost one in five pregnancies (18 per-
cent) in America end in the abortion of the
unborn baby. The nation’s estimated annual
death toll from abortion ranges from about
750,000 to over 1 million.

To put this in perspective, Americans
were rightfully horrified by the terrorist
attacks on Sept. 11, 2001, in which nearly
3,000 people lost their lives in the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and in the
crash of an airliner in a Pennsylvania field.
Yet almost the same number of innocent
unborn children are murdered by abortion
in America every single day. Where is the
outrage? What does this tell us about the
deplorable moral state of the nation?

Another sad fruit of the nation’s promis-
cuity is that the percentage of births that are
illegitimate—children born to unmarried
parents—is also dramatically rising.

Of first births to mothers ages 15 to
44 today, almost half—46 percent—are
illegitimate. For women ages 20-24, well
over half—a staggering 61 percent—are to
unmarried mothers.

A huge financial toll on society

As bad as these percentages are, they
only hint at the terrible toll this takes on
society—and on these children in par-
ticular. Numerous studies have shown that

January-February 2013 5
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children born into fatherless homes are far
more likely to die in infancy, to be poor, to
show aggressive behavior, to abuse drugs,

to have behavioral problems in school and
to spend time in jail or prison.

Nearly 2 million children are born each
year to unmarried parents, often to women
with limited education and prospects for
improving their lives. What is the cost to
taxpayers?

In the 2011 fiscal year, federal and state
governments spent a combined $450 billion
on assistance to low-income families with
children—with about three quarters of this,
or some $330 billion, going to single-parent
families. This averages out to about $30,000
in assistance to each single-parent household.

But this doesn’t mean that this much is
actually going to those who need it. Vast
amounts go to the government bureaucra-
cies and hundreds of thousands of federal
and state employees tasked with overseeing
assistance programs. The U.S. government
currently operates more than 80 different
means-tested federal programs that provide
social services, medical care, food, housing,
cash and other assistance to low-income
families and individuals.

The curse of skyrocketing debt

It should be no surprise that the nation’s
growing social ills have contributed to an
explosion in its financial problems.

Over the last year the debt problems of
the European “PIIGS” countries—Portugal,
Italy, Ireland, Greece and Spain—have
regularly made headlines. Each of the five
have enormous debt problems due to their
inability to rein in government spending.

However, the per-person share of the
government’s outstanding debt in the
United States is actually higher than in any
of these deeply troubled countries!

Each American’s share of federal govern-
ment debt is about $45,000—15 percent
higher than the per-capita debt of Greeks
at almost $39,000. Even worse, American
per-capita debt is expected to grow to almost
$75,000 by 2020, only seven years away.

Why is government debt exploding? The
simple answer is that the government is bor-
rowing 40 cents of every dollar it spends.

To put this in perspective, the U.S. gov-
ernment is like a family with a $21,700
annual income spending $38,200 a year,
with $16,500 of that put on credit cards—
when the family already owes $142,710 on
those credit cards!

For four consecutive years the federal
government has amassed a trillion-dollar

6  The Good News

deficit. It took the United States 200 years
to accumulate its first trillion dollars in
debt. Now it takes about 10 months!

In September 2012 the total deficit passed
$16 trillion—an amount exceeding the
nation’s entire GDP! How vast is that num-
ber? A stack of 16 trillion $1 bills would
extend higher than Mt. Everest, past the
space station, past the moon 239,000 miles
away and back to Earth—twice.

Shocking as these figures are, they in
fact vastly underestimate the scope of the
problem. We need to factor in unfunded
liabilities—the amount needed to fully
fund government promises for Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, military and government
employee pensions and health care. The real
debt load then jumps, depending on which
set of economic and demographic assump-
tions one works from, to five to ten times
the $16 trillion amount—yar exceeding the

His instruction: “The alien who is among
you shall rise higher and higher above you,
and you shall come down lower and lower.
He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend
to him; he shall be the head, and you shall
be the tail” (Deuteronomy 28:43-44).

The United States is experiencing a
drastic turnaround unparalleled in history.
Until about a generation ago, the United
States was the world’s leading lender nation.
But now that has completely reversed, and
America is the most indebted nation in
world history—with more than half of U.S.
debt held by rival nations such as China,
Russia, Iran and Venezuela.

From blessings to curses

The United States is under a curse—as
warned of centuries ago in the pages of your
Bible. Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28
record the blessings God promised would

Americans were rightfully worried about the widespread

I b

droughts and massive wildfires that plagued the country
in 2012. Lack of rainfall and snowfall has created the worst
conditions for the winter wheat crop in almost 30 years.

GDP of the entire planet! And that doesn’t
even include similar unfunded liabilities
for the 50 individual states and hundreds of
American towns and cities.

The bottom line? America’s cities are
broke, its states are broke, and the nation is
broke. And we’re living in a fool’s paradise.

God warned centuries ago that “the bor-
rower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs
22:7). America currently spends more than
8400 billion per year just to pay interest on
its staggering debt!

God pronounced curses that would come
from a nation disobeying Him and rejecting

come when a nation honored and obeyed
Him—and the curses that would come when
it dishonors and disobeys Him, such as
becoming a debtor nation, as quoted above.

For its first two centuries America
enjoyed the abundant blessings foretold (see
“The Biblical Identity of America,” begin-
ning on page 17).

Yet God had warned: “But it shall come
to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the
LorD your God, to observe carefully all
His commandments and His statutes which
I command you today, that all these curses
will come upon you and overtake you”

iStockphoto
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(Deuteronomy 28:15).

What curses did He foretell?

“Cursed shall you be in the city,” He
began (verse 16). What is the state of
America’s cities? Many are impressive on
the outside, but they are rotten at the core.
Growing numbers are bankrupt. Many are
ridden with crime. Poverty, corruption, fail-
ing schools and thousands of unassimilated
immigrants eat away at their stability. Mil-
lions of people flee them—with many mil-
lions more wishing they could do the same.

“Cursed shall be your basket and your
kneading bowl,” God continues (verse 17).
These represent our food sources. Study
after study shows that many of our food
sources aren’t healthy or good for us. For
many, our diet and lifestyle may in fact be
dangerous to our health.

“Cursed shall be the fruit of your body”
(verse 18). Birthrates are declining. And
with the legalization of abortion, we have
viewed our own children as curses and
slaughtered them by the millions.

For the American children who are born,
one in six has some kind of developmental
disability according to the CDC—and the
number is growing.

Moreover, as noted above, millions of
children are born into households where the
mother or father or both are ill-equipped
to care for them financially, emotionally,
mentally or spiritually.

“Cursed shall be . . . the produce of your
land, the increase of your cattle and the off-
spring of your flocks” (same verse). Only a
few years ago the United States was among
the world’s largest exporters of food—pri-
marily wheat, corn and meat. Now that too
is reversed, and America actually imports
more food than it exports.

“The Lorp will make the plague cling to
you . . . [He] will strike you with consump-
tion, with fever, with inflammation, with
severe burning fever . . . they shall pursue
you until you perish” (verses 21-22). In com-
parison to much of the world, Americans as
a whole enjoy good health and long life. But
that comes at an increasingly steep price.
From 1980 to today, health care expenses
have exploded more than tenfold.

Health care costs are currently about
$2.8 trillion, amounting to 18 percent of the
nation’s GDP. Yet in spite of such enormous
expenditures, Americans’ life expectancy
ranks only 42nd in the world, well behind
most advanced nations.

Drought and defeat
“The sky over your head shall be bronze,

and the earth under you iron. The LORD will
change the rain of your land into powder,
and only dust shall come down upon you
from the sky until you are destroyed” (verses
23-24, New Revised Standard Version).

Many Americans were rightfully worried
about the widespread droughts and massive
wildfires that plagued the country in 2012—
as they did in several preceding years. With
the nation having moved into winter, the sit-
uation remains serious. Lack of rainfall and
snowfall has created the worst conditions for
the winter wheat crop in almost 30 years.

Drought conditions have caused levels
of two of the Great Lakes—Michigan and
Huron—to fall to near-record lows, with the
other three below historical averages. On the
Mississippi River, water levels have dropped
15 to 20 feet below normal in some places,
threatening to halt the barge traffic that
carries millions of tons of crops and other
goods through the American heartland.

“The LorD will cause you to be defeated
before your enemies; you shall go out one
way against them and flee seven ways
before them; and you shall become trouble-
some to all the kingdoms of the earth,” God
continues (verse 25).

At the end of World War II America
emerged as a new world superpower. With
the collapse of the Soviet Union several
decades later, it stood as the world’s lone
superpower. Yet in spite of its might, in
a struggle lasting eight years and costing
more than 4,400 American lives and more
than $1 trillion, the United States withdrew
from Iraq, leaving behind a dangerous and
unstable nation. A similar pattern was fol-
lowed in Afghanistan, where U.S. troops
are scheduled to be gone by the end of 2014.

Why is it that the most powerful military
in the world was essentially fought to a
draw by comparatively primitive forces—
the enemies having no navy, air force or
massive war machinery and fighting from
caves and holes in the ground, armed with
IEDs and AK-47s?

This makes no sense at all until we con-
sider God’s warning and curse for our sins:
“The LorD will cause you to be defeated
before your enemies . ..”

Will we heed the warnings?

Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 also
list other curses to fall on the nation that
defies Him—many truly horrifying to con-
template. We don’t have space to cover them
all here, but you can and should read them.
This is what lies ahead unless the nation
changes its ways!

America likes to be viewed as a religious
nation. But for many their religiosity is only
skin deep. Most American households have
not just one but several Bibles. The problem
is that they don’t read the Bible, much less
do and live as it says.

If you don’t believe these warnings from
the Bible, consider these other warnings
from two of the nation’s greatest presidents:

Thomas Jefferson, to whom many
wrongly attribute belief in complete separa-
tion of church and state, wrote: “I tremble
for my country when I reflect that God is
Jjust [and] that his justice cannot sleep for
ever...”

Abraham Lincoln, who saw the nation
through a horrifying civil war, said: “At
what point shall we expect the approach
of danger? By what means shall we fortify
against it? . . . T answer, if it ever reach us, it
must spring up amongst us. It cannot come
from abroad. If destruction be our lot, we
must ourselves be its author and finisher.”

God’s justice is indeed awakening from
a long sleep. The warning signs are all
around. Our destruction, as Lincoln warned,
is coming from ourselves as a once-great
nation increasingly rots from the core.

It may be too late to turn the nation
around, but it’s not too late for you. “Seek
the LorD while He may be found, call
upon Him while He is near,” the Bible
urges us. “Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let
him return to the LORD, and He will have
mercy on him; and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).

God’s blessing, forgiveness and assurance
of peace and safety await those who are
willing to repent—who turn to seek Him
with all of their heart.

Will you heed your Creator’s plea? GN
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From the time of its founding, this unique nation sought to base
its future success on the efforts of free individuals, not on class
distinctions and hereditary status. America became undisputed
world leader because it was set apart not only by the Declaration of
Independence, but by its destiny set forth in the Bible. Why, then, is
America gradually forfeiting world leadership? by John Ross Schroeder

homas Jefferson articulated a vital
spiritual principle when he penned
America’s Declaration of Indepen-
dence: “All men are created equal.”
This statement not only assumed a
Creator God, but it promoted the opportu-
nity of all people to pursue eventual hap-
piness and success free of the restraints of
race, class, economic status and ultimately
even gender.

Such concepts arose from the Bible.
Indeed, America’s founding documents
(including the U.S. Constitution) were
clothed with concepts of liberty, choice,
freedom and economic self-reliance—all
taught in the Bible in line with the spirit of
the Ten Commandments.

With its meteoric rise, the United States
has of course had an impact on other
nations. Some Americans have seen this as
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a bad thing. As the former editor-in-chief of
Commentary magazine, Norman Podheretz,
reflected: “[America’s] liberal community
seems to think that the rest of the world
would be better off without the United
States, or at least with it following the pol-
icy of ‘leading from behind™’ (“Is America
Exceptional?” Imprimis, October 2012).

However, as Podheretz also pointed out,
“Most conservatives do not believe that a
radical diminution of American power and
influence would be good for us or the world.”

What is happening to America’s stand-
ing at home and abroad—and what is
ultimately behind it?

An alarming erosion of respect

During the early autumn of 2012 a Wall
Street Journal article stated: “The Obama
Presidency has been an era of slowly build-

ing tension and disorder that seems likely
to flare into larger troubles and perhaps
even military conflict . . . This is the bigger
picture . . .” (“The New World Disorder,”
Sept. 13, 2012).

This insightful article focused on the
increasing helplessness of America to guide
and influence global events. It discussed “a
pattern of declining respect for U.S. power
and influence.” For nearly four years the
Obama administration has emphasized
that the United States should rely more on
the United Nations and other countries to
deal with world problems. And those other
countries have been listening!

The Journal article continued: “Across
the Arab Spring, the U.S. has done little to
shape events and is increasingly irrelevant.”
As a result of this passive approach to
events, Egyptian President Hosni Muba-
rak, a decades-long U.S. ally and source of
stability in that volatile region, was ousted
from power and replaced by leaders picked
by the Muslim Brotherhood, an Islamist
movement that’s overtly hostile to the
United States and Western interests.

Now Islamists have set their sights on
other U.S. allies like Jordan, Saudi Arabia
and Israel, and there’s no way any of this
bodes well for America or the West—

Morguefile.com
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especially since much of the lifeblood of the
world economy, oil, comes from or passes
through this region.

Notice two other notable examples where
American passivity has created a power
vacuum dangerous to key regions: “The
Chinese have brazenly occupied disputed
territories in the South China Sea, hinting
at war if the U.S. intercedes on behalf of its
Asian allies . . . Most of all, Iran continues
its march toward a nuclear weapon,” with
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton declar-
ing that America is “not setting deadlines”
for intervention (ibid.).

The erroneous notion that a more defer-
ential United States would gain more global
respect looks increasingly hollow. Indeed,
as the same article’s drophead points out,
“as the U.S. retreats, bad actors begin to
fill the vacuum” (ibid.).

The Good News has been warning about
this troubling trend for a number of years.
With American leadership fading, the world
is becoming an increasingly dangerous place.

To use an analogy many of us could
readily understand, imagine what would
happen if your local police chief and county
sheriff announced that they were ceasing
patrols, laying off their officers and would
no longer respond to emergency calls.
That’s essentially the direction the world’s
policeman—the United States—is taking.
And very bad characters, feeling empow-
ered, are emerging from the shadows. The
results won’t be pretty.

Lamenting “the decline of a great nation”

The cover of a recent issue of the Ger-
man newsmagazine Der Spiegel showed a
very sick Uncle Sam on a hospital bed above

Imagine what would happen if your local police chief and
county sheriff announced that they were ceasing patrols,
laying off their officers and would no longer respond

to emergency calls. That’s essentially the direction the
world’s policeman—the United States—is taking.

Duality in Bible Prophecy

Prophetic statements sometimes apply to
more than one fulfillment, a principle called
duality. A prime example of duality is Christ’s
first coming to atone for our sins and His second
coming to rule on earth as King of Kings.

Also, the Bible speaks of someone’s descen-
dants as his “seed.” In some passages the word
seed implies both an individual (the Messiah)
and multiple descendants (people of Israelite
descent, the children of Israel).

Such dual themes are common in Scripture.
The apostle Paul, for example, wrote about “the
first man Adam [becoming] a living being” and
“the last Adam [becoming] a life-giving Spirit”
(1 Corinthians 15:45). Paul noted that physical
circumcision was evidence of God’s covenant
with Abraham’s offspring, but God defined
spiritual circumcision—a converted heart—as
the key to a Christian’s relationship with God
(Romans 2:27-28). Paul wrote of the spiritually
circumcised—the Church, rather than a physi-
cal race of people—as being the “Israel of God”
(Galatians 6:16).

Jesus Christ specifically alluded to the dual
application of some prophecies in Matthew
17:11-12). Asked about the prophecy of “Elijah,”
who would precede the coming of the Messiah

(Malachi 4:5), Christ responded: “Indeed Elijah is
coming first and will restore all things. But | say to
you that Elijah has come already.” The disciples
understood that the prophesied “Elijah” who had
come already was John the Baptist (verse 13).
But Christ’s clear implication was that another
“Elijah” would precede His second coming.

Another prophecy with dual application is
Jesus’ Olivet Prophecy (Matthew 24; Mark 13;
Luke 21), so named because He gave it to His
disciples on the Mount of Olives, overlooking
Jerusalem. Many conditions described in this
prophecy existed in the days leading up to the
Romans’ siege and destruction of Jerusalem in
A.D. 70. But Christ makes it clear that similar
conditions would prevail shortly before His future
return to the earth.

In the Olivet Prophecy, Jesus spoke of an
“abomination of desolation.” Daniel’s prophecy
about this abomination was fulfilled almost 200
years earlier by forces of the Greek Syrian ruler
Antiochus Epiphanes, but Christ pointed out
that this prophecy would have a future fulfill-
ment (Matthew 24:15-16). For a more complete
explanation of this and other fundamentals of
biblical prophecy, request our free booklet You
Can Understand Bible Prophecy.

the headline “The American Patient—The

Decline of a Great Nation” (Nov. 5, 2012).
The lengthy feature article inside, written by
staff members and translated into English on
the magazine’s website, was titled “Divided
States of America: Notes on the Decline of
a Great Nation.” It began with this general
assessment: “The United States is frittering
away its role as a model for the rest of the
world. The political system is plagued by an
absurd level of hatred, the economy is stag-
nating and the infrastructure is falling into a
miserable state of disrepair.”

Rather than focus on too much detail, let’s
highlight the analysis and a few overall facts.
The article continues: “At the beginning of
the 21st century, this American dream, which
consisted mainly of confidence and optimism
envied the world over, is failing.

“It began to fail around the turn of the
millennium, with the crash landing of the
New Economy, and it imploded altogether
in 2008, when Wall Street became the
epicentre of a global financial meltdown,
and when millions of Americans lost their
homes and jobs. In some polls, almost half
of Americans today say that the country’s
best days are gone.”

The authors put matters into perspective
by acknowledging the continuing presence
of America as a world power: ‘“Neverthe-
less, ‘decline’ is a big word, especially for
a nation that is still the world’s number one
economic and military power, and will
remain so for the next decade.

“It’s also a country whose innovative
energy seems unbroken in many fields,
and one that, unlike Europe, has balanced
population growth and enormous mineral
resources. In fact, when it comes to the
demise of former world powers, Europe’s
decline is much more evident than that of
the United States.”

British author Edward Luce, in his 2012
book Time to Start Thinking: America in the
Age of Descent, observed that “the greatness
of America lies not in being more enlight-
ened than any other nation, but rather in her
ability to repair her faults” (p. 3).

The nation has faced many crises in the
past, yet emerged—sometimes stronger,
sometimes weaker. But the sheer number
of crises facing the nation, as well as their
unprecedented scope, are profound enough
to make one wonder whether America
now faces insurmountable obstacles—and
whether it still has the will to survive.

America desperately needs a genuine
restoration of basic biblical principles and
ideals. No truly patriotic American wants
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to see this tragic decline continue. Instead
they want to see real national renewal. In
biblical terms, true Christians plead for a
nationwide repentance, a wholesale turn-
around of the country’s wayward direction.

Some—and hopefully you as a reader of
The Good News—recognize that America’s
basic problem is essentially spiritual and
moral. These dangerous trends, coupled
with great national tragedies, have come
upon the country because its people have
turned away from God’s way of life. Turn-
ing their backs on Him, they no longer
keep His spiritual law centered on the Ten
Commandments.

Does God’s Word tell us what the inevi-
table consequences will be?

Crucial blessings-and-curses chapters

Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 are
both part of the Torah or the five books of
Moses. They were originally intended for
ancient Israel and their descendants—which
includes America and the major English-
speaking nations (see “Is America Identi-
fied in Bible Prophecy?” beginning on page
17, and our free booklet The United States
and Britain in Bible Prophecy).

Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28
describe God’s blessings for obedience
and His punishment for disobedience. The
theme of both chapters is very simple—
fantastic national blessings for obedience
to God’s laws or multiple curses for casting
those laws aside. The blessings included
rain in due season, bountiful crops, peace
and safety in their homelands, healthy chil-
dren, an abundance of natural resources
and, most important of all, continual
contact with the Creator God.

The curses entailed the opposites—
chronic ill health, serious and prolonged
sicknesses, mental illness, fatal diseases,
poor crop yields, drought and eventually
starvation and defeat at the hand of enemies
—followed by national captivity.

Do these two chapters apply to our modern
age? Do they apply in principle to all nations,
even in today’s world? Often specific prophe-
cies in the Bible are dual. That is, they have
more than one fulfillment in history (see
“Duality in Bible Prophecy” on page 9).

How has the American nation fared in
the past? Clearly the United States has been
blessed materially as no other nation ever
has, primarily due to the sure prophetic
legacy of the patriarch Abraham (again, see
“Is America Identified in Bible Prophecy?”
beginning on page 17). Although America
has never been fully obedient to God, up
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until recent decades the country was, for the
most part, law-abiding and generally sought
to obey and please God. But a significant
moral downturn began in the 1960s.

How’s America faring now?
The United States has increasingly been

covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5),
and James 2:10-11 tells us that he or she who
breaks one commandment breaks all 10 in
principle.

The curse of the national division we now
see across America is caused by sin, bibli-
cally defined as the transgression of God’s

spiritual law (1 John 3:4).
After King Solomon’s
reign, God Himself
orchestrated ancient
Israel’s national division
because of the sins of
Solomon (see 1 Kings
11:30-40).

Division stalks America

As the results of the
Nov. 6, 2012, national
election brought out,
Americans are a divided
people in so many ways.
Daniel Henninger,
writing in The Wall
Street Journal two days
afterward, stated the
obvious—that “the nation
is more divided than at
any time in 50 years”
(“Obama’s Divided
Nation,” Nov. 8, 2012).
He further pointed out
that “with every election,
the South and Central

“For a country founded by British colonists on British
traditions and, for half its history inhabited almost entirely
by white Europeans (if you discount the slaves, as the
nation’s leaders did), [demographic change] signals a seis-
mic cultural transformation for the world’s sole superpower.”

troubled by many and varied kinds of evil,
especially since that infamous decade
began. Serial killers, once almost unheard
of, regularly make the news as they roam
the country seeking their next victim. Por-
nography has vastly increased through the
Internet and has gained widespread accep-
tance. Abortion—the murder of the most
helpless of human beings—pollutes the land
from the Atlantic to the Pacific.

Television programming focuses on
themes highlighting raw ambition, finan-
cial scandals and illicit sex of all types.
Too many Americans worship celebrities
and rank materialism, two forms of blatant
idolatry. The apostle Paul pointed out that

States drift further from the coastal sophis-
ticates and the heavy unionized industrial
states around the Great Lakes.”

One famous radio commentator even sug-
gested, not entirely in jest, that the nation
formally divide in half, with one political
party ruling one half and the other party the
other half, so each party’s adherents could see
where their preferred policies eventually lead.

Gerald Seib, Washington bureau chief
of The Wall Street Journal, wrote in the
Nov. 7 issue: “This year’s [election] cam-
paign has shown that the two parties are,
at this point, deeply divided ideologically,
yet nearly evenly balanced in power. That
explains why the presidential race has been

Wikimedia
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so close and, at many points, so harsh.”
Sadly, this national division extends to
the sensitive issue of race. As the Daily
Mail’s Tom Leonard expressed it in an
article titled “The Slow Death of White
America”: “Mitt Romney won the biggest
share of the white vote that any Republican
White House contender ever has—and
he still lost. In an election battle that was
defined as much as anything by race, Mitt
Romney won the support of 59 per cent of
the whites, but just 27 per cent of Latinos,
26 per cent of Asian Americans and 6 per
cent of African-Americans” (Nov. 9, 2012).
Change in the country’s demograph-
ics is producing a seismic social shift. As
Leonard explained: “The evidence of this
demographic timebomb, which is likely to
alter the face and character of the U.S. far
more fundamentally than any number of
elections, was made plain in the summer in
a new report by the U.S. Census Bureau. It
revealed that for the first time in American
history, ethnic minorities now account for
more than half the babies born in the U.S.
“Of the four million children born in the
year to July 2011, 50.4 per cent were ethnic
minorities—black, Asian, mixed-race and,
above all, Hispanic. It was a long-expected
milestone on the road to an America in
which, according to experts, within 30
years whites will no longer be the majority.”
One of his conclusions was: “For a coun-
try founded by British colonists on British
traditions and, for half its history inhabited
almost entirely by white Europeans (if you
discount the slaves, as the nation’s leaders
did), it signals a seismic cultural transfor-
mation for the world’s sole superpower.”
The United States has long been consid-
ered a melting pot of races and cultures.
While that’s never been quite accurate, it
is true that immigrants from different parts
of the world were able to live and work
together to promote a more unified society.
But now society is increasingly fragment-
ing. People of different religions, values,
races and cultures are growing steadily
apart rather than together.

The fiscal cliff threatens

Will the nation be able to adapt and
retain its greatness—hopefully arresting
and reversing national decline?

By now its politicians, if not many of its
citizens, are well aware of the enormous
and troubling debt problem presently afflict-
ing the United States. Yet another Wall
Street Journal writer, assisted by other
reporters, summarized the seriousness of

the nation’s debt crisis:

“The federal debt has grown rapidly in
recent years through a combination of eco-
nomic downturns, tax cuts and spending
choices made by lawmakers and presidents
from both parties. The U.S. government’s
deficit has exceeded $1 trillion for four
straight years, and the debt now exceeds
$16.1 trillion. Moody’s Investors Service
Inc. has threatened to join Standard &
Poor’s Rating Services and downgrade U.S.
debt if the problem isn’t tackled” (Damian
Palleta, “Tough Calls on Deficit Await the
Winner,” Nov. 7, 2012).

As of this writing, the country faces yet
another “fiscal cliff” at the onset of the New

“And forgive us our sins, for we also forgive
everyone who is indebted to us” (11:4).
Proverbs 22:7 adds: “The borrower is ser-
vant to the lender.” Ultimately being deeply
in debt compares to a form of slavery.

The nation desperately needs God

Not only has America lost a lot of respect
abroad, but the country also finds itself in
deep trouble with God. There is a way out,
however, if we would but seek it while there
is still time. God, speaking in 2 Chronicles
7:14, stated, “If My people who are called
by My name will humble themselves, and
pray, and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,

America is seeing the inevitable consequences of dis-
obedience: “Your own wickedness will correct you,
and your backslidings will rebuke you” (Jeremiah 2:19).

Year. The Economist stated, “The election
failed to resolve the biggest question hang-
ing over the economy: how to deal with the
deficit” (“The Budget Deficit: To the CIiff,
and Beyond,” Nov. 10, 2012). Each year the
growing crisis causes government to move
the cliff. But as The Economist pointed
out, “moving the cliff leaves the underlying
problem intact.”

Gillian Tett, a Washington, D.C.—based
writer and correspondent for Britain’s
Financial Times, actually predicted the
economic debacle of 2008. Her “Insight”
column following the election focused on
the fiscal cliff. Her title: “Be Prepared for a
Lengthy Era of US Political Cliff-Dancing”
(FT, Nov. 9, 2012).

Summarizing what she wrote, an era of
“Great Moderation” represented by reason-
able inflation was followed by an economic
crisis called “The Age of Turbulence.” She
continued: “But now we have entered a
third phase, an area of political brinkman-
ship. In the aftermath of President Obama’s
victory on Tuesday [Election Day], there is
intense speculation among investors about
whether America will fall off a fiscal cliff
at the end of the year [2012], as it hits the
trifecta [triple threat] of a debt ceiling, the
expiry of Bush-era tax cuts and pre-planned
spending cuts, which could reduce gross
domestic product by 4 per cent.”

On a spiritual level at least, Jesus Christ
equated debt with sin in what’s called the
Lord’s Prayer: “And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors” (Matthew 6:12).
The version in Luke is slightly different:

and will forgive their sin and heal their
land.” That’s an incredible promise direct
from God’s Word. But will we do this?

Late in the history of the kingdom of
Judah, our Creator instructed the prophet
Jeremiah not to pray for the nation’s people
because their many sins had taken them
past the point of no return (Jeremiah 7:16,
11:14). Only a devastating invasion and
national captivity would wake them up to
see their sins.

We who warn the nation cannot know
when time will run out and God actively
decides to punish a nation and its people for
their sins. As it stands now, America is see-
ing the inevitable consequences of disobedi-
ence: “Your own wickedness will correct
you, and your backslidings will rebuke you”
(Jeremiah 2:19).

May we all pray for a resounding national
repentance! GN
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The fall of Rome is one of the most important and world-shaping
events in history. But it provides more than an interesting study
of the past. It also holds many important lessons for the Western

world today. by Eric Snow

ven 2,000 years later, the great-
ness of ancient Rome fires people’s
imaginations. The Roman Empire’s
impressive ruins dot the landscape
of Europe and the Mediterranean
with roads, aqueducts and amphitheaters.
By around A.D. 180, the city of Rome likely
became the first city of a million people.
Within this City of Seven Hills, the
famous Colosseum housed up to 50,000
spectators for sporting events. And possibly
a quarter million fans watched chariot races
at the nearby Circus Maximus.
In a few centuries this would come to
an end. The official date for Rome’s fall is
A.D. 476, when the Germanic Chief Odo-
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acer made himself king after deposing the
last Roman emperor, Romulus Augustulus.
For centuries historians have analyzed
Rome’s past to explain why such an enor-
mous empire of such civilization and wealth
collapsed into primitive barbarism.

The story of Rome’s fall isn’t just a his-
tory lesson. It’s important for us to under-
stand today. Could the same forces that
turned Rome into ruins also take down
Britain, which not long ago ruled a fourth
of the world? Or what about America,
which is still the world’s leading military
and economic power?

If American and British citizens think
they’re invincible, they’re in as bad a place

as the Romans were when their empire
reached its peak. Today, the same forces
that helped to destroy Rome are undermin-
ing America and Britain. Can they learn
from the past so they don’t repeat it?

Creeping government control
over citizens’ lives

What do America and Britain have in
common with ancient Rome? One factor
is the way government expands its role to
expand its control over the lives of citizens.
During the centuries after the first Roman
emperor Augustus (who reigned from 27
B.C. to A.D. 14), the empire became more
heavily regulated. Emperor Diocletian
(A.D. 284-305) supported using coercion
to finance legions, pay the civil bureaucrats
and support a large, imposing palace court.
In A.D. 332, Emperor Constantine helped
to lay the foundation for medieval serfdom
by binding farmers to the soil. Finishing
the process that Diocletian began, Constan-

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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tine ordered the sons of farmers to become
farmers, the sons of soldiers to become sol-
diers, the sons of bakers to become bakers,
and so on. The members of town councils
couldn’t quit their positions. Often they had
to make up for shortfalls in the collections
of local taxes out of their own pockets. Indi-
viduals couldn’t change occupations or even
leave their place of birth.

Over time, this expansion of government
control and regulation turned the empire
into a type of prison for tens of millions of
its citizens. The already-high taxes roughly
doubled in the 50 years after Diocletian.

Of course, lack of freedom in the English-
speaking world today isn’t that extreme. But
many of the trends over the past 100 years
Or SO are ominous.

Consider how government has grown
progressively bigger and more powerful.
One way to measure this is by looking at
government expenditures as a percentage
of gross domestic product (GDP). For the
United States, in less than a century this
ratio quadrupled from under 9 percent in
1913 to over 40 percent in 2010. Such num-
bers hold serious implications for the future
of Western democracies. Freedom could be
damaged by the fact that lawmakers are let-
ting regulatory bodies make law with little
or no oversight.

Note an example from 1932. A British
Parliamentary committee found that Par-
liament delegated law-making authority
because “many of the laws affect people’s
lives so closely that elasticity [i.e., arbitrary

As the book of Proverbs tells

power] is essential” (quoted by F.A. Hayek,
The Road to Serfdom, 2007, p. 107).

Arbitrary power is essentially unre-
stricted legislative authority. Think about
the long-standing trend of more and more
laws that are too complex for most to under-
stand. In America, that can be measured in
part by the number of pages of regulations
issued in the Federal Register annually and
the size of the IRS income tax code.

In recent years the Federal Register—
a compilation of federal government
regulations—has grown to around 80,000
pages. The IRS tax code includes some 3.4
million words and, according to its own

documentation, forces American taxpayers
and businesses to spend about 7.6 billion
hours each year complying with its filing
requirements—the equivalent of almost 4
million full-time jobs.

As any American who has traveled
through an airport since the 9/11 terror
attacks has seen, times of crisis can lead to
vast expansion of government control over
the lives of citizens.

What if another disastrous national secu-
rity or economic crisis hits America or Brit-
ain? History shows that such crises could be
followed by a headlong descent into societal
regimentation along the lines of Mussolini’s
Italy or Hitler’s Germany. No one should
assume what author Sinclair Lewis gave
as the title of his 1935 novel about a fascist

us, “The borrower is ser-
vant to the lender.” Greece is already learning the hard
truth of this text. America and Britain will too, if they

don’t quickly change course.

takeover of America: It Can’t Happen Here.

Destroying personal wealth
by currency inflation

Inflation occurs when governments dilute
the money supply by creating more money,
typically to finance more government
spending. With more dollars (or pounds, or
euros) chasing the same amount of prod-
ucts, prices on those products naturally rise.

Like many modern politicians frustrated
by inflation, Diocletian tried to prevent prices
from rising. The Law of Maximum Prices
(A.D. 310) threatened death penalties against
people who charged too much for food.

However, the Roman government’s own
decisions had been the primary cause
of rising prices. The empire systemati-
cally devalued silver coinage for decades,
since government expenses chronically
exceeded government income. From the
time of Augustus to Diocletian, the denarius
(Roman currency) fell from being 100 per-
cent silver to only 5 percent silver. Emperor
Marcus Aurelius (A.D. 161-180) alone
knocked down its value by 25 percent.

We see that same pattern at work today
when governments run huge and inflated
budget deficits and “print money” to finance
the added debt.

In recent years the Federal Reserve initi-
ated three programs of “quantitative easing”
(QEL, QE2 and QE3) designed to stimulate
the U.S. economy. As a result, from 2008
to 2012 America’s central bank hiked the
money supply by 61 percent, and the “mon-
etary base” by more than 200 percent. QE3,
announced in September 2012, in effect cre-
ates out of thin air $40 billion a month to
inject into the U.S. economy. The program
is open-ended, meaning it will continue
indefinitely.

These increases will lead to future infla-
tion, meaning higher prices for everything.
America’s federal government has run up
over $5 trillion of deficits (about 9 percent
of its annual GDP) in its four most recent
fiscal years—more than $4 billion per day.
Its total debt passed $16 trillion in 2012 and
now exceeds the nation’s total GDP.

Great Britain’s deficits are similarly
ugly, despite the commitment of its ruling
government coalition to austerity. Recently
the country’s deficit was the third high-
est in the European Union (at 10.4 percent
in 2010), only slightly better than that of
shell-shocked Greece. Excluding the bank
bailouts (which more than double the final
figure), Britain’s public sector debt esca-
lated from 37 percent in 2007 to 63 percent
of its GDP in 2012.

Any government that recklessly follows
such economic principles while unloading
its debt on the international bond market
should heed Proverbs 22:7: “The borrower
is servant to the lender.” Greece is already
learning the hard truth of this text. America
and Britain will too, if they don’t quickly
change course.

Growing government
by increasing taxation

Over the centuries, Rome imposed an
increasingly heavy tax burden on its citi-
zens. This was to pay for growing cost and
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welfare measures, like entertaining the city-
based population.

The biggest governmental expense by far
was paying for the army, which doubled in
size from A.D. 96 to 180. Even long before
in the closing years of the Republic, Julius
Caesar found that 320,000 people were on
the list to receive free grain every month.
Augustus was able to get the number down
to 200,000 during his rule. Yet this was still
a huge drain on Rome for decades afterward.

It also wasn’t cheap to supply games for
the Roman mob. Just imagine the scale of the
type of entertainment provided for citizens.
For example, when Emperor Trajan in A.D.
107 celebrated conquering Dacia (mainly
Romania today), 10,000 gladiators fought.
About 11,000 animals died in the gory
spectacle. When Marcus Aurelius ruled,
enormous amounts of money were spent for
both free games and for the daily allowance
of pork, oil and bread given to the capital
city’s poor residents. His gifts would equal
more than $1,000 per person today. He
provided free spectacles 135 days a year.

But all this liberal giving had its down-
side. In A.D. 167, he sold his palace’s furni-
ture to help pay for wars against the barbar-
ians and Persians. It was a lot like the tax
revolt that King Solomon’s son Rehoboam
experienced in the Bible, which cost him
most of his kingdom (1 Kings 12:3-19).

Popular support for Rome fell as taxes
rose. Between the third and fifth centuries
peasants fought back against tax collectors
and judges in areas that are now France and
Spain. Some of them even found that being
ruled by barbarians or leaving the empire
was better than living with Rome’s harsh
tax collectors.

The biggest material reason that Rome
fell was that its economy was too weak. It
was a low-income agricultural economy,
and it couldn’t support the armies needed to
keep out the barbarians.

Compare Rome’s disastrous economic
experience with America’s federal govern-
ment spending. The Pentagon’s budget more
than doubled in only 10 years. It went from
under $305 billion in 2001 to over $693
billion in 2010 while the nation fought two
major wars against Islamic extremists in
Iraq and Afghanistan. At the same time, the
cost of Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid
and other income support programs almost
doubled from $1.07 trillion to $2.11 trillion.

As America’s population gets older and
the Baby Boom generation retires, these
big expenses will only grow larger. The
federal government’s unfunded liabilities
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(unpaid promises of future benefits) were
estimated at $61.6 trillion in 2011, which
is about four times the annual GDP. That’s
$528,000 per household! And some figure
the liabilities to be much higher. Think
about what this means for your future. Can
you really expect to receive everything you
were promised?

Low birthrates lead to collapse,
not prosperity

Let’s look at another way that the United
States and Britain are like ancient Rome.
From the mid-200s A.D. onward, Rome’s
population began to drop. Disease, barbar-

328). Unlike their Germanic neighbors out-
side the empire, the Romans limited family
size (resulting in the practice of infanticide).
Instead they invested more in educating and
raising their surviving children. The illiter-
ate Germans chose to have many children.
Even in rich families, though, they treated
them with benign neglect. This difference
helped the Germanic peoples to overwhelm
Rome by sheer numbers.

Europe, and the United States to a lesser
extent, is facing a similar problem today.
High birthrates and less desire to assimi-
late into European cultures by immigrants
signal an ominous trend. Secular people,

Compare Rome’s disastrous economic experience with
America’s federal government spending. The Pentagon’s
budget more than doubled in only 10 years—from under
$305 billion in 2001 to over $693 billion in 2010.

ian invasions, wars and economic decline
in the second, third and later centuries all
contributed to the fall of the empire. Even
worse, the fact that slavery was institution-
alized meant that the slaves didn’t want to
have children. After all, why bring children
into a world where they’ll know only harsh
slavery? As Roman laws and taxes turned
many free people into bitter, apathetic
slaves to their state, the birthrate among
the common people went down as well.

As Rome’s educated upper class stopped
having many children, the empire’s high
culture decayed.

Historian W.H. McNeil, in The Rise of the
West, explained that “the biological suicide
of the Roman upper classes” weakened “the
traditions of classical civilization” (1991, p.

no matter what background, have fewer
children than religious people. So if the
trend continues, the future belongs to the
staunchly religious.

Fracturing families through divorce

One cause of the low birthrate for Rome’s
elite, which worried the first emperor
Augustus, was their high divorce rate. All
a husband needed to do to legally divorce
his wife was to say three times, “Go home.”
By 55 B.C., a Roman wife could divorce her
husband almost as easily.

In the first century, the philosopher and
playwright Seneca described how Roman
upper-class women regarded their mar-
riages: “They divorce in order to re-marry.
They marry in order to divorce.” The sati-
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rist Martial fired one of his pointed short
poems at a woman who married for the
10th time. He accurately labeled it legalized
adultery.

Homosexual behavior was so widespread
that many Roman writers, like “the arbiter
of elegance” Petronius, the gossipy historian
Suetonius, and Martial, assumed all Roman
men were bisexual. The fact that they often
engaged in such behavior reduced the
birthrate even more. It’s obvious that high
divorce rates, lower birth rates and gay sub-
cultures aren’t new social innovations. It’s

just picking up where pagan Rome left off.

America’s no-fault divorce laws, a prod-
uct of the 1960s’ “Sexual Revolution,”
caused the nation’s divorce rate to explode.
It became one of the worst for any major
country (3.2 per 1,000 in population per
year). Britain’s rate isn’t far behind (2.9 per
1,000). What socially liberal people regard
as “forward-looking social legislation”
often just resembles a failed ancient pre-
Christian past.

Immigration changes society

What happened when Rome’s population
declined? In North Africa, one estimate
found that a third of the land was no longer
cultivated. As farmland was abandoned,
tax receipts fell. To recruit enough sol-
diers for its armies and to till its empty
fields, the imperial government resorted to
immigration.

That’s the same solution Europe has
resorted to in more recent decades. Barbar-
ian allies of Rome along the empire’s north-
ern frontier and elsewhere were enticed
into military service through land grants

and offers of citizenship. Even by A.D. 180,
according to historian W.G. Hardy, a major
part of the Roman army was made up of
foreigners and semi-civilized tribesmen.
The legions were increasingly filled
with non-Romans. As a result, when the
barbarian Vandals invaded North Africa,
the Roman governor protected the city of
Hippo there with Gothic mercenaries. The

local Roman population provided little help.

Since many thought the barbarians were
better or no worse than the Roman tax col-
lectors and officials, in a lot of cases they
didn’t even want to preserve the empire.

eat, and eat so that they may vomit.”

It’s not that different in the United States
and Britain today. Millions give themselves
up to sexually lawless and materialistic
lives. They don’t care about God’s law and
spiritual principles. The apostle Paul con-
demned materialism and sexual sins in
1 Corinthians 6:13: “Foods for the stomach
and the stomach for foods, but God will
destroy both it and them. Now the body is
not for sexual immorality but for the Lord,
and the Lord for the body.”

Each person’s religious and philosophi-
cal worldviews have a major impact on how

Following in Rome’s footsteps, America’s no-fault divorce
laws, a product of the 1960s’ “Sexual Revolution,” caused
the nation’s divorce rate to explode and families to fracture.

A growing culture of corruption

Let’s consider deeper spiritual, religious
and philosophical reasons for Rome’s
decline and then ask ourselves if America
and Britain are experiencing the same
things today.

The satirist Juvenal famously painted the
average Roman as only caring about bread
and circuses (i.e., athletic contests). Today,
how many Americans, Britons, Australians,
Canadians and New Zealanders are just as
content to sit and be entertained, heedless
of the world’s gathering storm so long as
they have their chips, beer and TV? Empty
desire for material things dulls our spiritual
senses. Petronius mocked the rich people of
ancient Rome for obsessing over luxuries
and wealth.

Especially throughout the empire’s first
two centuries, the worship of material
things and overemphasis on enjoying luxu-
ries characterized the lifestyle of the rich.
During huge, extended banquets, the rich
Romans would vomit so they could keep
gorging themselves. Seneca described them
by saying, “They vomit so that they may

they deal with the pressures of life. Pessi-
mism, materialism and hedonism start with
anti-religious skepticism. Like so many of
today’s intellectuals, ancient pagan Rome’s
scholars had no infinite God or way to
relate their lives to having true meaning

or an ultimate purpose.

By contrast, the Bible’s revelation gives
people an integrated view of life. Faith and
reason, purpose and pleasure, the infinite
and the finite, general universal values and
particular human lives are all reconciled.
The Bible’s total-life knowledge and values
bring meaning to individual lives.

The most important things can only
come to humanity by divine revelation.

The Bible’s worldview brings meaning and
purpose to human life that simply can’t be
known by human reason or emotions alone.
But as this general heritage of the Protestant
Reformation has been assaulted for over two
centuries, a growing crisis of civilization

is brewing.

This has ominous implications for the
survival of Western culture. It goes even
deeper than its economic, social and demo-
graphic problems. According to famed soci-
ologist Daniel Bell of Harvard University,
“The lack of a rooted moral belief system
is the cultural contradiction of [a post-
industrial] society, the deepest challenge to
its survival” (quoted by Francis Schaeffer,
How Should We Then Live? 2005, p. 225).

Abandoning long-held beliefs

America and Britain share in a culture
based mostly on ancient Greco-Roman cul-
ture and the Judeo-Christian religion. But
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like falling Rome’s scholars didn’t believe in
their gods anymore, many of today’s highly
educated people have lost faith in their tradi-
tional faiths of Judaism and Christianity.

Few academics believe in the true God
or take the Bible seriously anymore. Many
are secular humanists who think man is
the measure of all things. But significant
numbers have also grown more apathetic,
skeptical, uncertain and pessimistic. They
doubt that human reason can provide an
integrated unified worldview of existence
or can offer any real meaning to life.

Over the past two and a half centuries
since the rough mid-point of the Enlight-
enment (ca. 1745), their faith in human
reason’s effectiveness declined nearly as
quickly as their faith in God’s existence.
It’s no coincidence that they have rejected
both reason and faith in God. Catholic
theologian Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274)
reconciled the two so the West could have
both in the High Middle Ages. As Emile
Cammaerts summarized the thinking of
English author G.K. Chesterton, “The first
effect of not believing in God is to believe
in anything.”

The apostle Paul once explained the
consequences of false religion in terms
that apply to us in the modern world. First,
people have “without excuse” rejected the
proof of God evidenced in nature’s design
and perfection. As a result, “although they
knew God, they did not glorify Him as
God, nor were thankful, but became futile
in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
were darkened” (Romans 1:20).

As so many Western intellectuals and
others, who “professing to be wise became
fools” (verse 22), their anti-Christian
worldview unleashed damaging sins,
including the homosexual lifestyle. It’s
as the noted American scholar Richard
Weaver noted in the title of his 1948 book:
Ideas Have Consequences.

Rejecting truth while embracing error

The huge upswing in the West’s interest
in eastern religions, the occult, reincarna-
tion and “New Age” ideas is proof that
empty, atheistic modern thought just doesn’t
meet most people’s needs. The ideology of
multiculturalism, which ultimately stands
for no values other than accepting all ideas
as equally valid, reflects Western intellectu-
als’ philosophical bankruptcy. Such self-
contradictory clichés as “All is relative” and
“There are no absolutes” ultimately prove to
be empty and meaningless.

By contrast, many of the Muslim immi-

16  The Good News

: World News & Prophec

grants who are flooding Europe uphold a
dogmatic certainty about their faith. They
see no need to apologize for their impe-
rialist, jihadist past. Like their medieval
ancestors, many of today’s Islamists believe
they are obligated to force their beliefs and
values on others.

There’s a serious ideological battle between
skeptical, uncertain secularists and devout,
dogmatic Islamists. History inevitably favors
the latter over the former. When people lose

recorded in Hosea 4:6: “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge.”

Many will be surprised to learn that the
Bible and other historical evidence reveal that
America and Britain are the main recipients
of the great birthright blessings promised in
Genesis to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.
(See “Is America Identified in Bible Proph-
ecy?” beginning on page 17, and request or
download our free booklet The United States
and Britain in Bible Prophecy.)

Because these nations have been so
blessed by God, they are much more respon-
sible to God for what they do. They became
great not because of their own goodness, but
because Abraham obeyed God, who was
faithful in His promises to this great biblical
patriarch (Genesis 27:4-5).

But now these nations’ disobedience to
God’s law will cause them to lose their high
status. Only heartfelt repentance, coupled
with a commitment to obey God’s law and
to have faith in Jesus Christ, will save them
from the coming national calamity referred
to in the Bible as the Great Tribulation
(Matthew 24:21).

No matter what others choose to do in

How many are content to sit and be entertained, heed-
less of the world’s gathering storm so long as they have

their chips, beer and TV?

confidence in their own civilization’s values
and virtues, it’s been seen that they won’t
fight strongly to prevent their own collapse.
It happened with Rome, and it’s happening
today to the West, and to the United States
and Britain in particular.

The 18th-century English historian
Edward Gibbon, in his classic work The
History of the Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, famously blamed tradi-
tional Christianity for undermining the
empire’s ability to survive. But even if
his interpretation is blindly accepted, it’s
important to realize that patterns of history
don’t always repeat themselves exactly.

Unlike ancient Rome, modern America’s
and Britain’s lack of faith and commitment
to living as truly Christian nations will be
the biggest cause of their downfall. In fact,
a lot of their economic and demographic
problems are directly related to their lack
of regard for God’s law and His wisdom.

As these nations turn their backs on
God, He will turn His back on them. God
is increasingly withdrawing His blessings
and protections from them. His words are

whatever nation we live in, we’re all indi-
vidually responsible to God. We all need
to come to know and have faith in Jesus

of Nazareth, repent, and obey God’s law.
This is what brings true meaning and real
purpose to our lives. Whether nationally or
individually, let’s trust in God’s love when
He promises in Jeremiah 29:13, “You will
seek Me and find Me, when you search for
Me with all your heart.” GN

Learn More

Few people are aware of the
amazing biblical origins of the
major English-speaking peo-
ples of the United States, Brit-
ain, Australia, Canada and New
Zealand. You need to learn the
amazing story of how the Bible
prophesied their incredible rise to greatness—and
what the future holds! Be sure to download or re-
quest your free copy of The United States and Britain
in Bible Prophecy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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Ca (gentified
Prophecy?

The Bible identifies a number of nations that are relatively minor
players on the world scene. Does it make sense that the most power-
ful nation in the world would go unnoticed and unmentioned in Bible
prophecy? Can we know America’s identity in Bible prophecy?

by Noel Hornor

he United States is the greatest
single nation that has ever existed in
the history of the world.
But this certainly wasn’t always
the case. Eighty-five years after its
1776 founding, the fledgling American
power suffered a bitter, divisive civil war
that could have destroyed it—a war that
resulted in the death of nearly 2 percent of
the nation’s population.

A remarkable leader arose at that time—
Abraham Lincoln, whom many historians
consider to be the nation’s greatest presi-
dent ever. By his tenacity and courage, he
led the nation with great conviction, pre-
serving the Union so that it could fulfill its
divinely appointed destiny. Still, today it’s
vital that we recognize that America has a

thousands of years ago in the Bible.

Lincoln’s recognition of the Source
of national blessings

Three months after the bitter and brutal
three-day battle at Gettysburg, Penn., in
July 1863, President Lincoln issued the first-
ever proclamation for an American national
Thanksgiving Day. In it, he spoke of the
national blessings the nation continued to
receive even during the time of the most
catastrophic war in its history, stating:

“The year that is drawing towards its
close, has been filled with the blessings of
fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these
bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed
that we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been added,

prophetic role in the world that was foretold which are of so extraordinary a nature, that

4

they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even
the heart which is habitually insensible to
the ever watchful providence of Almighty
God. ..

“Needful diversions of wealth and of
strength from the fields of peaceful industry
to the national defense, have not arrested
the plough, the shuttle, or the ship; the axe
has enlarged the borders of our settlements,
and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of
the precious metals, have yielded even more
abundantly than heretofore . . .

“No human counsel hath devised nor hath
any mortal hand worked out these great
things. They are the gracious gifts of the
Most High God, who, while dealing with
us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless
remembered mercy.”

Lincoln had believed for many years that
America’s blessings were from God. In a
Jan. 27, 1838, speech in Springfield, Il1., he
stated: “In the great journal of things hap-
pening under the sun, we, the American
People, find our account running, under date
of the nineteenth century of the Christian
era. We find ourselves in the peaceful pos-
session of the fairest portion of the earth, as
regards extent of territory, fertility of soil,
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and salubrity [healthfulness] of climate.”

America replaces Britain
in global ascendancy

In the first half of the 20th century, the
British Empire was the world’s preeminent
power. Its navy ruled the seas. The empire’s
vast territories—such as Canada, South
Africa, the Indian subcontinent, Australia
and New Zealand—spanned the globe such
that it was famously said that “the sun never
sets on the British Empire.”

Few realized how quickly that would
change and a new superpower arise. Allied
with America, the British Empire fought
and won the Second World War. Yet after
the war, Britain was deeply in debt and no
longer able to sustain its empire.

America began to flex its muscles glob-
ally. President Dwight Eisenhower pressured
Britain to surrender the Suez Canal back
to Egypt as enticement to keep Egypt from
straying into the Soviet camp. Piece by
piece, Britain’s empire began to disintegrate
as nation after nation sought and gained
independence. Within a few short years that

great empire was a shadow of its former self. g

In its place a new power arose. America
became the dominant financial power in the
world, with the dollar replacing the British
pound as the international reserve currency.
Blessed with a temperate climate, vast and
fertile lands for agriculture, abundant min-
eral resources, many navigable rivers flow-
ing with fresh waters, peaceful neighbors to
the north and south, and oceans providing
a barrier to invasion from east and west,
the nation quickly grew to enjoy global
supremacy.

The amazing truth, however, is that
America’s ascendance to greatness was a
fulfillment of biblical prophecy!

Promises of national greatness

So where is America mentioned in the
Bible?

Much of biblical prophecy deals with
nations and events at the end of the age—
the time in which we now live. Would it
make sense for God to exclude the greatest
nation in the world from His prophecies of
great nations of this time?

One of the most prominent individuals
in biblical history is Abraham, to whom
God promised great blessings—blessings
he would not see during his physical life,
but which would be fulfilled in his descen-
dants (Genesis 17:1-8; 22:17-18). Later God
repeated those promises to Abraham’s son
Isaac, telling him those promises would be
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fulfilled through his descendants (Genesis
26:2-5).

To Isaac was born a son named Jacob,
whom God renamed as Israel (Genesis
32:28); he would go on to have 12 sons
from whom would spring the 12 tribes of
Israel. The great blessings God had prom-
ised to his father Isaac and grandfather
Abraham would be passed on through his
descendants (Genesis 48:3-4; compare
Genesis 27:27-29; 28:1-4).

Joseph, one of Jacob’s 12 sons, was sold

the firstborn by his wife Rachel (Genesis
48:8-22; 1 Chronicles 5:1). Thus Joseph’s
sons would become the primary heirs of
the promises originally given to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

And what did those promises entail?
Notice what God had told Abraham: “As for
Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and
you shall be a father of many nations . . .

I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and
I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you.

For many years the United States has been the bread basket of the world, W|th m|II|ons of tons of '
grain and agricultural produce exported to other nations around the world every year.

“No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal
hand worked out these great things. They are the

gracious gifts of the Most High God . .

by his jealous brothers to a caravan of trad-
ers (Genesis 37:25-38), who took him to
Egypt and sold him as a slave to Potiphar,
an officer in the Egyptian pharaoh’s court
(Genesis 37:36).

Later, through a chain of God-directed
events, Joseph became second-in-command
over all Egypt when he was 30 (Genesis
41:37-46). Shortly thereafter Joseph mar-
ried, and his wife gave birth to his firstborn
son, whom he named Manasseh, and then
another son, Ephraim (verses 50-52).

When Jacob, the grandfather of Manas-
seh and Ephraim, neared the end of his life,
Joseph brought these sons to him to have
them blessed. It was customary in those
days that the firstborn should receive the
greater share of material blessings. Reuben
was Jacob’s eldest son by his wife Leah,
but Jacob bypassed him because of wrong
he had done and instead bestowed the first-
born blessing on the two sons of Joseph,

> —Abraham Lincoln

“And I will establish My covenant
between Me and you and your descendants
after you in their generations, for an ever-
lasting covenant, to be God to you and your
descendants after you. Also I give to you
and your descendants after you the land
in which you are a stranger, all the land
of Canaan, as an everlasting possession;
and I will be their God” (Genesis 17:4-8,
emphasis added throughout).

God expands His promises of greatness

God later expanded those promises, tell-
ing Abraham: “. .. I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven and
as the sand which is on the seashore; and
your descendants shall possess the gate of
their enemies. In your seed all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed, because you
have obeyed My voice” (Genesis 22:17-18).

But Abraham, Isaac and Jacob did
not see those promises fulfilled in their
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lifetimes. That would come much later, pri-
marily through the descendants of Joseph.
A number of generations later, shortly
before his death, God’s great servant Moses
foretold what would happen to the descen-
dants of Joseph: “And of Joseph he said:
‘Blessed of the LORD is his [Joseph’s] land,
with the precious things of heaven, with the
dew, and the deep lying beneath, with the
precious fruits of the sun, with the precious
produce of the months, with the best things
of the ancient mountains, with the precious

national greatness would be realized among
his descendants through “a nation and a
company of nations” (Genesis 35:11). And
in Jacob’s blessings on Joseph’s sons, it was
further clarified that Joseph’s son Ephraim
would become the company or “multitude
of nations” (Genesis 48:19), while Joseph’s
son Manasseh would become the great
single nation (same verse).

But again, these awesome promises were
not fulfilled in ancient times. They were not
fulfilled in the lifetimes of Abraham, Isaac,

The amazing truth is that America’s ascendance
to greatness was a fulfillment of biblical prophecy!

things of the everlasting hills, with the pre-
cious things of the earth and its fullness,
and the favor of Him who dwelt in the
bush [the burning bush, i.e., God]™”
(Deuteronomy 33:13-16).

Moses was affirming what Jacob had
said earlier of Joseph, that “in the last days”
God would “bless you with blessings of
heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies
beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the
womb,” blessings that would extend to “the
utmost bound of the everlasting hills” (Gen-
esis 49:1, 25-26). The firstborn blessings
promised to Joseph were incredible!

Furthermore, Jacob had been told that

Jacob, Joseph or Ephraim and Manasseh.
Nor were they fulfilled in their descendants
in the kingdoms of Israel and Judah in
ancient times. Those kingdoms never came
close to the levels of greatness and power
foretold by God. So if God is faithful to
what he has promised, we must look else-
where in time—“in the last days,” as Jacob

had said in Genesis 49:1.

“The fairest portion of the earth”

What nations best fit these biblical
descriptions? Careful consideration of his-
tory and geography reveals that Ephraim,
prophesied to be a company of nations,

The Colonial View of America as a New Israel

Did any of America’s early settlers consider themselves to be God’s
covenant people? One of the first settlements in what would
become the United States was by the Puritans in New England.
“Independently, many Puritans took up and applied the older idea ;=
that England enjoyed a covenant with God—a ‘covenant of grace,’ |
they called it—even if they hesitated at first about whether the
Promised Land was to be found in the new England or the old”
(Todd Gitlin and Leil Leibovitz, The Chosen People, 2010, p. 65).
Puritan minister John Cotton “preached the ‘land of promise’ to . . .
Puritan voyagers aboard the Arbella as they were about to set sail from

Southampton in 1630, drawing his text from Il Samuel 7:10: ‘Moreover | will
appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, and

move no more’” (pp. 65-66).

As time went on, some of the Founding Fathers of America used biblical metaphors and word
pictures to describe the new land. On July 4, 1776, the Continental Congress instructed Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams to design a seal for the United States. What did they

propose?

“A few weeks later, Franklin proposed this image (in his own words): ‘Moses standing on the Shore,
and extending his Hand over the Sea, thereby causing the same to overwhelm Pharaoh who is sitting in
an open Chariot, a Crown on his Head and a Sword in his Hand. Rays from a Pillar of Fire in the Clouds
reaching to Moses, to express that he acts by Command of the Deity. Motto, Rebellion to Tyrants is

Obedience to God.’

“Jefferson . . . [suggested] ‘a representation of the children of Israel in the wilderness, led by a cloud

by day and a pillar of fire by night™ (pp. 67-68).

became the nations of the British Empire
and Commonwealth, while Manasseh
became the great single nation of common
heritage with Britain, the United States of
America.

Indeed, we can see confirmation of the
promised blessings as applied to the great
single nation of Manasseh in an assessment
of the rich agricultural lands of the Missis-
sippi Valley, the vast wheat and grain fields
of the American Midwest, the fruit lands
of the Pacific Coast and Florida, the fertile
soil of California’s Sacramento/San Joaquin
Valley, the great forest lands of the East
and the Pacific Northwest, the rich gold and
silver fields Americans once mined, the vast
treasures of coal, the iron ore deposits of
the Lake Superior region, plentiful pasture
lands and the most abundant supply of fresh
water of any nation in the world!

In addition to all this, the United States in
the mid-20th century produced more than
half of the world’s petroleum!

These and other national riches enabled
Anmerica to attain the highest standard of
living in the world. The ultimate bestowal
of this great blessing was not fulfilled in
totality until the latter centuries of our cur-
rent age. America reached the apex of her
blessings in the 20th century.

Anmerica, as President Lincoln noted, was
given “the fairest portion of the earth.” Lin-
coln was affirming, perhaps unknowingly,
the promise that God had inspired Jacob
to speak and that Moses repeated several
millennia previously. Indeed, in all the his-
tory of man, no nation has been blessed nor
prospered as abundantly as has the United
States of America!

A covenant people and the Promised Land

As noted above, Israel had 12 sons.

But his two grandsons—Ephraim and
Manasseh—would particularly bear his
name. In pronouncing the blessing, Israel
stated, “Let my name be named upon them”
(Genesis 48:16). Though all of the sons

of Israel were his descendants, very often
when the name “Israel” is used in scriptural
passages that followed this special pro-
nouncement, it is Joseph’s two sons who are
given honorable mention.

As God’s chosen people, He made a cov-
enant with the Israelites. It was initiated at
Mount Sinai where the Lord gave through
Moses what was essentially a national
contract, which was based on the Ten Com-
mandments, written by God with His finger
on tablets of stone. They were now the
covenant people.
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Forty years after the covenant was initially
made at Sinai, Moses reminded the Israelites
of their agreement with God (Deuteronomy
29:1). He delivered an exhortation to his
successor Joshua, telling him he must lead
the Israelites into the land God had prom-
ised to give them (Deuteronomy 31:7, 23).
This is commonly referred to as the “Prom-
ised Land” or the “land of promise.”

God had earlier promised Abraham that
He would give this land to his descendants
(Genesis 12:7). He later affirmed the prom-
ise to Isaac (Genesis 26:3), and yet again,
He repeated the promise to Jacob.

As restated to Jacob, the blessing would
include “the fatness of the earth” (Genesis
27:28). This statement goes beyond the land
of Canaan, which Israel received shortly
after coming out of Egypt. The “fatness of
the earth” foreshadowed the bestowal of the
choicest real estate portions of the globe,
not just of the Middle East.

Ancient Israel did inherit, as a result of
God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, the land of promise—formerly
called Canaan—which was a fertile and
productive land for that part of the world.
However, it was only a foretaste of the far
greater national riches their descendants
would receive “in the last days.”

The Source of modern Israel’s wealth

Before ancient Israel entered the Prom-
ised Land, God told them, “You shall
remember the LORD your God, for it is He
who gives you power to get wealth, that He
may establish His covenant which He swore
to your fathers as it is this day” (Deuteron-
omy 8:18). That all wealth ultimately comes
from God is an eternal, immutable princi-
ple. “The LorD makes poor and makes rich;
he brings low, he also exalts” (1 Samuel 2:7,
New Revised Standard Version).

U.S. Founders Benjamin Franklin and
Thomas Jefferson proposed that a new seal
represent America as Israel (see “The Colo-
nial View of America as a New Israel” on
page 19). Though their recommendations
were not adopted by the Congress, they
were quite appropriate given the way that
God blessed the American people with the
riches of a continent that dwarfed the riches
given to ancient Israel.

King David of Israel, exalted and
wealthy, knew that his and his nation’s
blessings were from God: “Riches and
honor come from you, and you rule over
all. In your hand are power and might;
and it is in your hand to make great and to
give strength to all” (1 Chronicles 29:12,
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God blessed Americans with the riches of a continent
that dwarfed the riches given to ancient Israel.

NRSV). God gave riches and honor to
David because he yielded to God, sought
His will and put his trust in God over the
course of his life. He was a man “after
[God’s] own heart” (Acts 13:22).

Departure from God a self-imposed
destruction

Early in the existence of the United
States, a major part of the leadership and
citizenry sought God’s will as best they
understood it. Christianity and the Bible
played a major part in the early years of the
American nation.

Abraham Lincoln, perhaps America’s
most biblically literate president, read the
Bible from his youth and throughout his
life. In his second inaugural address, he
made 14 references to God, several biblical
allusions, and direct quotations from the
Psalms and Matthew. He called the Bible
“the best gift God has given to man.”

America today, having lost its way by
drifting away from its biblical foundation,
sorely needs to return to the Bible. The
nation is rapidly declining and will eventu-
ally fall unless it repents. This collapse is in
the process of being triggered internally.

Lincoln foresaw that this would be the
case: “At what point shall we expect the
approach of danger? By what means shall
we fortify against it? Shall we expect some
transatlantic military giant, to step the
Ocean, and crush us in a blow? Never! All
the armies of Europe, Asia and Africa com-
bined . . . could not by force, take a drink
from the Ohio, or make a track on the Blue
Ridge, in a trial of a thousand years.

“At what point then is the approach of
danger to be expected? I answer, if it ever

reach us, it must spring up amongst us. It
cannot come from abroad. If destruction be
our lot, we must ourselves be its author and
finisher. As a nation of freemen, we must
live through all time, or die by suicide.”

Could a nation die by suicide? It’s sober-
ing and frightening to contemplate. Yes,
America does exist by God’s divine grace.
But the nation is testing God in its growing
national sins. It stands in danger of push-
ing at God to the point that He removes
the blessings He bestowed on the nation as
promised.

Bible prophecy contains dire warnings
for America at the end of this age. Part of
the purpose of these prophecies is to shake
people to wake up and repent—turn from
their own selfish and arrogant ways and
humbly turn to God. And although a nation
hell-bent on doing things its own way apart
from God is unlikely to change course, you
as an individual can certainly change if you
yield to Him. We pray you will have the
wisdom to do so! GN
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Learn More

This article only scratches the
surface of the amazing story
of God’s great promises to #&
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and g
Joseph and their amazing
fulfillment. There’s far more to
the story—more that you need
to know to understand where the United States is
heading and why! Download or request your free
copy of The United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

Photos, from left: iStockphoto, U.S. Air Force, Master Sgt. Mark C. Olsen, New Jersey Army National Guard



the Bible a

Hurricane Katrina was the most costly natural disaster the United
States had ever experienced. Yet in some respects Hurricane Sandy
had an even greater impact. Why is America experiencing major
national catastrophes, whether from nature or inflicted by enemies,
such as the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001? Does the Bible provide answers?
by John Ross Schroeder, Scott Ashley and Bill Bradford

he end of October 2012 saw a
storm unlike any other. A warm
hurricane from the Caribbean crept
northward to plow into a cold jet
stream stretching as far south as

Florida, and then collided with a power-
ful “nor’easter,” all converging at the most
heavily populated area of the northeastern
United States—New Jersey and New York.

The largest Atlantic storm ever recorded,
Hurricane Sandy took the lives of almost
200 people in seven countries and affected
24 U.S. states from Florida to Maine, as far
inland as Wisconsin. Particularly hard-hit
was New York City, where 32-foot waves
from New York Harbor flooded tunnels,
streets and subways and cut power to
millions of people.

Damage was so severe and widespread
that it will be difficult to calculate a final

tally, but current cost estimates run as high
as $50 billion for property damage, lost
business and extra expenses for the millions
of people affected by the storm. Insurance
companies expect to pay out between $10
to $20 billion.

It wasn’t that long ago that the world wit-
nessed Hurricane Katrina’s devastation of
New Orleans and the Gulf Coast in 2005,
resulting in the loss of more than 1,000
lives and over $100 billion in damages.
Hurricanes are often enormously destruc-
tive. New Orleans remains a very important
American city, but the greater New York
megalopolis remains the economic and
financial heart of the nation. Having mostly
recovered from the effects of 9/11, New
York City and its environs have suffered yet
another major catastrophe.

Bloomberg Businessweek reported these

d-You

statistics in mid-November: “At least 40
U.S. deaths. Economic losses expected to
climb as high as $50 billion. Eight mil-
lion homes without power. Hundreds of
thousands of people evacuated. More than
15,000 flights grounded. Factories, stores
and hospitals shut. Lower Manhattan dark,
silent and underwater” (Paul Barrett, Nov.
11, 2012). Of course, recovery is far along,
and thankfully the death toll and economic
damage figures, bad as they are, will not
come close to Katrina’s.

But what about the next one—or the
next? What is happening with the weather?
As we will consider, the Creator God has
told us in His Word, the Bible, that we
would see a rise in such events with the
approach of the end of this age.

Are natural disasters intensifying
in power?

What are the effects of natural disasters?
The Sept. 16, 2005, issue of Science maga-
zine reported on research by scientists at
the Georgia Institute of Technology and the
National Center for Atmospheric Research
in Boulder, Colorado. At that time the
researchers concluded that while the num-
ber of hurricanes and cyclones had not
increased, they “did find a sharp increase
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during the past 35 years in the number

of category 4 and 5 tropical cyclones, the
most intense storms that cause most of the
damage on landfall” (Richard Kerr, “Is
Katrina a Harbinger of Still More Powerful
Hurricanes?” p. 1,807).

More specifically, these scientists found
that the frequency of the most dangerous
and damaging storms—those rated cat-
egory 4 and 5—increased by 80 percent
from the 1970s to the last decade.

Destructive storms are not the only kinds
of natural disasters that seem to be on the
rise. For instance, the December 2004
earthquake off Indonesia was the most
powerful in decades, unleashing a massive
tsunami that took some 300,000 lives—
the greatest number of casualties from an
earthquake in more than 500 years.

But as the Bloomberg Businessweek
article above noted, an inordinate number
of weather-related disasters are striking

Scientists have found that the frequency of the
most dangerous and damaging storms—those
rated category 4 and 5—increased by 80
percent from the 1970s to the last decade.

the United States. The article reports: “On
Oct. 17 [2012] the giant German reinsur-
ance company Munich Re issued a prescient
report titled Severe Weather in North Amer-
ica. Globally, the rate of extreme weather
events is rising, and ‘nowhere in the world
is the rising number of natural catastro-
phes more evident than in North America.””
It further explains: “From 1980 through
2011, weather disasters caused losses
totaling $1.06 trillion. Munich Re found
‘a nearly quintupled number of weather-
related loss events in North America for
the past three decades.” By contrast, there
was ‘an increase factor of 4 in Asia, 2.5
in Africa, 2 in Europe, and 1.5 in South
America™ (emphasis added throughout).

An important prophecy of Jesus Christ

What light does Bible prophecy shed on
this and other disasters? Consider Jesus
Christ’s Olivet Prophecy delivered to His
disciples nearly 2,000 years ago (called so
because He was speaking to them on the
Mount of Olives on the east side of Jerusa-
lem). “For nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom,” He told
them, describing global trends in the time
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leading up to His return. “And there will be
famines, pestilences [disease epidemics] and
earthquakes in various places” (Matthew
24:7).

The Greek term translated earthquakes
deserves a much closer look. The word here

24, Mark 13 and Luke 21) remains one of
the most important prophetic discourses in
the Bible. The chain of events it describes
culminates in Christ’s second coming. Jesus
spoke of highly disturbing world conditions
that would precede and accompany His

is seismos, from which we
derive such English terms as
“seismic” and “seismology”—
referring to earthquake activity
and the study of earthquakes. Strong’s Lexi-
con defines it as “a commotion, i.e. (of the
air) a gale, (of the ground) an earthquake—
earthquake, tempest” (Strong’s no. 4578).

So seismos encompasses a broader
meaning than just the earth shaking. For
instance, Matthew 8:23-27 records how a
violent storm on the Sea of Galilee overtook
Jesus’ disciples in a boat while He slept
aboard. He awoke and “rebuked the winds
and the sea, and there was a great calm.”
The word used in verse 24 for this sudden,
powerful storm is seismos, here translated
“great tempest.” The parallel gospel account
in Mark 4:37 calls it a “great windstorm.”

Clearly seismos can also refer to violent
storms involving both wind and water. This
term cannot be limited to just earthquakes,
as we might assume. It can apply to hur-
ricanes, typhoons and tornadoes as well as
earthquakes.

Nature out of control
The Olivet Prophecy (found in Matthew

return to the earth: “And there will be signs
in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars;
and on the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring”
(Luke 21:25).

Indeed conditions will become so threat-
ening that if Christ does not return to the
earth and halt mankind’s self-destructive
ways, human life won’t survive: “For then
there will be great tribulation, such has not
been since the beginning of the world until
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless
those days were shortened, no flesh would
be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days
will be shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22).

But why will nature itself become more
and more out of control? The answer may
be surprising to those not familiar with the
Bible. These disasters will increase because
people’s sins are worsening and becoming
even more widespread. So much so that our
Savior stated, ‘And because lawlessness
will abound, the love of many will grow
cold” (Matthew 24:12)

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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The prophet Isaiah stated: “Look! The
Lorb is coming from heaven to punish
the people of the earth for their sins” (Isa-
iah 26:21, New Living Translation). The
“LorD” here is Jesus Christ, who along
with God the Father is also God (see John
1:1-3, 14; Hebrews 1:1-3, 8). A major aspect
of His return and the events surrounding it
is judgment on rebellious humanity.

Yet during this time of national and
international chaos, those who humbly
repent of their sins and become converted
will be protected: “Come My people, enter
your chambers, and shut your doors behind
you; hide yourself, as it were, for a little
moment, until the indignation is past”
(Isaiah 26:20).

God makes a distinction between those
who obey Him and those who do not. He
always has! However, a word of qualifica-

tion: It is certainly true that some Christians
will be marked out for martyrdom—
assuring their glorious future in the King-
dom of God. Christ told us not to fear those
who kill the body and that’s all they can do
(Matthew 10:28).

Now what will you do?

Many Americans took notice of the suf-
ferings of Hurricane Sandy. There was an
outpouring of sympathy, and people from
around the country tried to help out or
donated money. Focused on the calamity,
some people probably ceased from their
typical trivial concerns and even wrongdo-
ing for a while, as often happens with major
disasters. Yet one of the Hebrew prophets
tells us that faithfulness would be like the
dew on the grass (Hosea 6:4). It would soon
dissipate.

With Hurricane Sandy now out of the
headlines, it’s out of sight, out of mind.
Football, basketball and hockey games will
continue, with fans supporting their favorite
teams. New movies will continue to hit the-
aters, and people will enjoy their usual diet
of entertainment and escapism. For most
around the world, life will continue without
missing a beat.

But make no mistake: Our preoccupation
with materialism is far off the mark of the
biblical standards God requires. Shortly
before Noah’s Flood drowned the world
and fire from the sky devoured the city of
Sodom, people were going about their daily

When Will America

lives as if nothing bad was ever going to
happen (Luke 17:26-30). How true that is
today too!

Noah was a preacher of righteousness
(2 Peter 2:5), but the world of his day didn’t
believe him. And although Lot apparently
sighed and cried over the sins of Sodom, no
one there asked him for help in overcoming
the inevitable effects of the sick lifestyles
that prevailed in that doomed city (verses
7-8). Not even 10 righteous people could be
found in it.

We at The Good News ask all of our
readers to not just study the Bible but, more
importantly, act on its truths. Our Beyond
Today TV program, our many free book-
lets, our free Bible Study Course, our web-
sites and our offices around the world are
all available to help our readers to come
to understand God’s truth as revealed in
His Word.

How would we like you to respond to the
gospel of the Kingdom of God? We sin-
cerely hope that you as a Good News reader
will imitate the Bereans of Paul’s day:
“They received the word with all readiness,
and searched the Scriptures daily to find
out whether these things were so” (Acts
17:11). And then act accordingly—Iive by
what the Bible teaches.

No matter what the nation does, you
personally can swim upstream and, with
God’s help, change your own lifestyle to
one devoted to His righteousness (Psalm
119:172). That is our fervent hope! GN

Run Out of Resources?

Even before Hurricane Sandy the United States was already suffering from
an enormous national debt crises, measured in the trillions of dollars. Sandy
adds another $50 billion to the frightening total.

Shortly after Sept. 11, 2001, America moved quickly into a full-scale, very
expensive war on terror. Even after the initial military campaign in Iraq concluded,
Washington found itself funding a costly nation-building project intended to pro-
duce a peaceful democratic state, a mission whose ultimate outcome continues
to be far from certain. Afghanistan is following a similar pattern.

Washington poured millions into the nations devastated by the Indian Ocean
tsunami several years ago. Americans have a long history of generosity when
other nations are afflicted by major natural disasters. Yet there may come a time
when the nation’s own resources are drained to the point where it cannot be of
much more help. What about the prospect of yet another mega-disaster down
the line? Will America even have the resources to rescue, rebuild and sustain its
own national infrastructures?

At some point in the future, Americans’ wayward lifestyles will start to count
very heavily against them. These national problems are cumulative. Clearly Leviti-
cus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 (the blessings-and-curses chapters of the Bible)
apply to the plight of America today. Obedience to God brings abundant blessings

and natural resources: “Blessed shall be the fruit of your body [healthy children],
the produce of your ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your
cattle and the offspring of your flocks . . . The Lorp will command the blessing
on you in your storehouses and in all to which you set your hand” (Deuteronomy
28:4, 8).

Since its inception the United States of America has been blessed by God even
beyond the pioneer generation’s wildest dreams. Even today new methods of
extracting oil and gas (particularly in North Dakota and South Texas) are helping
to alleviate the nation’s energy problems.

Yet in the long run persistent disobedience to God will bring down a nation.
“Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase
of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks . . . Cursed shall you be when you
come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out. The Lorb will send on you
cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you are
destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your doings
in which you have forsaken Me” (Deuteronomy 28:17-18).

May we have the wisdom to see where our actions are leading us and the
courage to change course before it’s too late!

—John Ross Schroeder
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hat will the year 2013 bring mankind? Pres-
Went trends indicate that we may be locked into

a period of prolonged uncertainty, along with
increasing social unrest and intensified conflicts.

In The World in 2013, published by the British maga-
zine The Economist, editor Daniel Franklin writes in his
editorial: “From a showdown with Iran over its nuclear
plans to a catastrophic break-up of the euro zone, it is
not hard to think of disasters that could strike the world
in2013” (Nov. 21, 2012).

A Financial Times article at the beginning of 2012
carried the drophead “Peaceful acceptance of deep
differentials is coming to an end” (Moisés Naim, “Eco-
nomic Inequality,” Jan. 2, 2012). The author predicted,
“In 2012 peaceful co-existence with inequality will end
and demands and promises to fightit will become fiercer
and more widespread than they have since the end of

g _urrent Events

byJohinjRossiSchroeder:

Outloo for the year ahead

the Cold War.” This secular prophecy may well apply
much more to 2013 and beyond than to last year.

Still, in 2012 European protestors took to the streets
invarious locations to voice their grievances. The follow-
ing were some of the newspaper headlines in October
and November: “Leftists March in Paris Against Aus-
terity Plans”; “Dealers [in stock exchanges] Run for
Cover in the Face of Europe’s Angry Marching Millions”;
“Europe’s Day of Anarchy”; “Violence That Proves Euro
Shouldn’t Survive.”

The last article, from the Daily Mail, began with: “Rub-
ber bullets fired in Madrid . . . violent protests in Milan
...armoured police cars guarding the Athens parliament
..." (Nov. 14, 2012).

Besides economic distress, we'll turn attention in our
overview to a number of leadership, geopolitical and
even religious issues confronting our global life today.

Political disappointment
and division

hat’s wrong with our
leadership? Is increas-
ing political divide leading to
national fragmentation and
possible breakup? :

Gideon Rachman, writing
for The World in 2013, pre-
dicts: “Politicians will disap-
point the voters—again. The
world’s leading democracies
are experiencing a crisis of confidence. In 2013 that
crisis will intensify in America, the European Union,
Japan and India. All grapple with profound problems
of governance” (“Democracy’s Woes,” emphasis
added throughout).

Rachman’s report continues: “American politics
will remain gridlocked . . . In 2013 America will find
it more difficult than everto fashion coherent policies
to revive growth and fo tackle the soaring national
debt.” He also states that “public faith in politicians
could hit new lows in 2013.”

One of the major accomplishments of American
president Abraham Lincoln was to keep the Union
together through the terrible ordeal of the Civil War.
It appears that at no time since then has America
been as divided as it is today. Major issues divide
Americans, with no prospects for unity in sight.

America isn’t alone in this regard. Apart from the
current intentions of Catalonia in seeking separation
from Spain, the most immediate threat to the unity
and territorial integrity of a major nation will occur
in 2014 in Great Britain. Scotland will then decide
whether to remain a part of the United Kingdom or
become independent. If it opts to go it alone, the
Union of 1713 between England and Scotland will
cease—uwith far-reaching negative political and
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economic consequences for both countries. Will the
present UK leadership be up to the task of persuad-
ing the Scots to remain in the United Kingdom?

Part of the biblically foretold decline of the end-
time descendants of the patriarch Jacob may
involve divisive fragmentation of territory. If you don’t
yet understand the true biblical identities of these
peoples, request or download our free booklet The
United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy.

Severe economic
uncertainty and anxiety

n another Financial Times article a year ago,

Gideon Rachman predicted: “Efforts to rescue the
world economy in 2012 will be afflicted by a perilous
political paradox. The more
that international co-opera-
tion is needed, the harder it
will be to achieve” (“The Big
Questions for 2012,” Jan. 2,
2012). Again, this prophecy
could easily extend into 2013
and well beyond.

Other concerned voices
described the widespread fis-
cal uncertainty. An Oct. 14 headline in The Observer
read, “Economists in Dismal Failure to Get to Grips
With a World Changed by Meltdown.” Michael
Medved lamented “The Cracking of America’s Opti-
mism,” with many citizens trapped and stalled by
desperate debt and job dilemmas (USA Today, Oct.
29, 2012). “Hopes Turn to Fear and Uncertainty,”
stated the Financial Times in a major, multipage
separate section (Oct. 11, 2012).

How long can America continue to break basic fis-
cal laws without risking devastating economic con-
sequences? Fundamental financial principles such
as “The borrower is servant to the lender” (Proverbs

& Trends

22:7) remain true and in effect.

The catastrophic impact of broken economic laws
will not be staved off forever. After all, the Republic of
China still holds 3 trillion U.S. dollars in its treasury.
The drophead of a Wall Street Journal article asked,
“How long can the laws of fiscal—and political—
gravity be suspended?” (Bret Stephens, “Liberal
Exceptionalism,” Nov. 5, 2012).

Germany pushes on while
France threatens the euro

hancellor Angela Merkel of Germany contin-
ues to be the West’s most successful political
leader. John Peet, The Economist’s European edi-
tor, reported that “in Europe it will be Germany that
calls the tune” (“Wait .
for Angela,” The World
in 2013).

Some are referring
to Merkel as the “Iron
Chancellor"—recalling
the architect of Ger-
many’s unification and
imperial rise in the late
1800s. The designation
is also meant to draw
comparison with Britain’s former prime minister
Margaret Thatcher, the “Iron Lady.” She famously
said of herself, “The lady’s not for turning”—and
this expression is now likewise applied to Merkel.
Several prominent journalists depict Merkel as the
only leader who can save the euro and ultimately the
European Union.

Jeremy Warner, who journeyed to Berlin for The
Sunday Telegraph, had this to say: “Anyone who
thinks Berlin is itself about to buckle under the pres-
sure and bring monetary union to a rapid conclusion
is sadly misinformed. The euro is Germany’s currency
now, but in the possessive rather than the collective
sense. To all intents and purposes, the single cur-
rency has become Germany’s new Deutschemark,
and despite some concessions to fellow members,
Berlin its undisputed capital. Nothing, least of all Brit-
ish obstructionism, will be allowed to stand in the
way of saving the euro.

“But this is about more than simply defending the
national currency. For many in Germany’s political
class, the [currency] crisis is the mechanism that allows
the euro finally to fulfill its destiny as a dynamo of Euro-
pean reform and integration” (“The Euro Has Become
Germany’s New Deutschemark,” Nov. 17, 2012).

Will the German chancellor become a key factor in
paving the way for a European federal union, a United
States of Europe? The Bible foretells a future union of
10 political entities centered in Central Europe that
will ultimately be led by a charismatic dictator—a
power that will dominate the world for a relatively
short time (Revelation 13:3-9). This will happen not
long before the second coming of Jesus Christ. (To
learn more, see our free booklet Are We Living in the
Time of the End’?)

Angela Merkel

Photos, from left: iStockphoto (2), Wikimedia (4)



An overview of conditions around the world

France'’s President Frangois Hollande occupies
the opposite end of the leadership spectrum from
Mrs. Merkel. The Economist now considers France
to be “The Time Bomb at the Heart of Europe”—as
stated on the cover of its Nov. 17-23, 2012, edition.
Some observers even suspect that bailouts are on
the horizon for Paris and that France could be more
of a threat to the euro than Greece, Italy, Spain and
Portugal countries combined. Bearing the cover title,
the magazine issue’s lead editorial presented, as
stated in the drophead, “why France could become
the biggest danger to Europe’s single currency.”

The Paris bureau chief of The Economist, Sophie
Peddor, writes in The World in 2013. “It will be a
rude return to earth for France’s President Frangois
Hollande in 2013. He was elected to ‘re-enchant the
French dream.” He will now have to manage an eco-
nomic nightmare—feeble growth, over 3m[illion]
unemployed, factory closures, declining competi-
tiveness and strained public finances.”

Israel’s encirclement
crisis continues

End—time prophecy focuses primarily on two
regions of the globe—Europe and the Middle
East. European leaders are certainly dogged by
many knotty difficulties at present, but the Middle
East has been beset by one major crisis after another
recently—some occurring simultaneously.

Recall that it is to Jerusalem that Jesus Christ will
return as ultimate world ruler, setting up His global
capital in this ancient city. Ancient Israel’s King David
urged his contemporaries and later generations to
“pray for the peace of Jerusalem” (Psalm 122:6).
In due time that prayer will be wonderfully answered
through the reign of Christ Himself—uwhich will bring
universal peace and prosperity among the nations.
But until then the Middle East will remain a cauldron
of unrest and upheaval.

The most prominent regional leader continues
to be Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanayahu
of Israel. Although some
in the media picture
him as a warmonger,
he seeks survival for his
country. Surrounded on
three sides by hostile
countries, he sits in the
proverbial hot seat, striv-
ing to steer the state of Israel through yet another
national crisis.

Even Jerusalem’s treaty with Egypt has been
drawn into question by the recent rocket war with

Benjamin Netanyahu

How can you make sense of the news?

S0 much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and danger-
ous trends taking us? What does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You're probably very
concerned with the direction the world is heading. So are we. That’s one reason we produce
the Beyond Today daily TV commentaries—to help you understand the news in the light of
Bible prophecy. This eye-opening program offers you a perspective so badly needed in our
confused world—the perspective of God’s Word. Visit us at ucg.org/beyond-today/daily!

Gaza. Although Egypt’s President Mohammed Morsi
successfully cast himself in the role of mediator in
the conflict, which ended in a cease-fire, he “said
he would not leave Gaza on its own and condemned
Israel’s ‘blatant aggression against humanity’”
(“We’ll Back the Gaza Militants, Says Egypt,” Daily
Mail, Nov. 16, 2012).

The drophead of an article by Anshel Pfeffer in
The Tablet, written before
the cease-fire, stated:
“The election in Cairo of &
the Muslim Brotherhood, 8
with its links to Hamas, &
altered the balance of
power in the region and
left Israel fearful that
its peace accords with
the Egyptians would
crumble. But as a journalist reports from Jerusalem,
Egypt seems determined to broker a ceasefire” (Nov.
24,2012).

The title of another article by Pfeffer in The Jew-
ish Chronicle called it “Gaza: The War That Worked”
(Nov. 22). Hamas even claimed victory. The Tablet
article’s title accurately describes the continuing
atmosphere of crisis: “Peace Hanging by a Thread.”

The Nov. 29 UN vote to grant the PLO observer
status in that body throws yet another destabilizing
factor into the volatile Middle East mix, and can only
inspire greater intransigence toward Israel.

Above all others, the threat of Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions still hangs over Israel’s head. That continuing
danger is summed up by Ronen Barany, the maker
of a short video imagining an Iranian nuclear attack
on Israel: “We had one Holocaust. We don’t want
another one” (quoted by Nick Meo, “Holocaust Fears
Haunt Israelis as They Prepare for Possible War With
Iran,” The Sunaay Telegraph, Oct. 14, 2012).

Another report indicated that “Iran is ready to
sharply expand significantly its uranium enrichment
at an underground site after installing almost all
the centrifuges the site was built for, a UN nuclear
report showed on Friday [Nov. 16]. The develop-
ment is likely to fuel western alarm over Tehran's
nuclear aims as it suggests that Iran would be in a
position to ramp up production of additional highly
enriched uranium ata moment’s notice” (James Blitz
and agencies, “Iran Ready to Boost Uranium Enrich-
ment,” Financial Times, Nov. 16, 2012).

Only God knows how events will play out in the
Middle East in 2013 and beyond, but He has given
us clear prophetic guidelines and told us through
Jesus Christ that the principal geopolitical, end-
time events will climax at Armageddon (Megiddo
in northern Israel). Armies will gather there before
heading to Jerusalem to fight the returning Christ.

Mohammed Morsi

To understand much more, request or download our
free booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy.

Christendom losing ground

fter Christ returns, people everywhere will learn

and follow true religion—Ileading at last to world
peace. But today religion seriously divides the planet.
And whatever goes by the name of Christianity con-
tinues to be relentlessly persecuted in many parts
of the world—especially in some Middle Eastern
countries and particularly in the wake of the Arab
Spring.

Writing in The World in 2013, The Economist’s
international editor Edward Lucas predicts: “The
greatest trouble for Christians is in the places that
feature in the Bible: 2013 will be one of the worst
years ever for Christians in the Middle East. The
exodus of Christians from Palestine and Iraq will
slow—~hut only because so many have already left.
Instead, Christians will be fleeing Syria and Egypt. Do
not expect the Muslim Brotherhood rulers of Egypt to
mourn their going. For an Islamist party, there are few
votes in religious tolerance” (“Christianity at Bay”).

The Anglican Church in Britain remains deeply
divided over issues such as women bishops and
same-sex marriage. Lucas further stated: “There
will be more splintering in 2013. Anglicans in Africa
will go their own way, in
partnership with like-
minded conservatives
from America. They are
appalled by the theo- s
logical liberalism of the M
[Archbishop] Williams
era, especially on issues
of sexual morality. So too
are the parishes in Brit-
ain that hew to Bible-centred Christianity, ratherthan
the diluted and trendy version beloved by the church
leadership.”

It appears that even in America secularism will
remain on the rise in 2013, and atheists will emerge
from the closet in greater numbers than before.
Americans with no religious identity have already
risen to nearly 20 percent of adults (“Meet the
‘Nones’: An Emerging Force” and “Protestants Lose
Majority Status in U.S."—both by Cathy Grossman,
USA Today, Oct. 9, 2012).

If you would like to know more about the genuine
Christianity of Christ, ask for or download our free
booklet The Church Jesus Built. (Sources: Daily Mail,
The Economist, Financial Times, The Jewish Chron-
icle, The New York Times, The Sunday Telegraph,
The Tablet, USA Today, The Wall Street Journal, The
World in 2013.)
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For years people have wondered: Are we
alone in the universe? Do other life forms
exist out there? Will we ever find them?

Astronomy began to develop as a science
in the 15th century, sparked by the discover-
ies of Galileo and Copernicus that the Earth is
not the center of the universe. Based on infor-
mation gathered by their primitive telescopes,
they discovered that Earth revolves around the
Sun—not the other way around, as had been
supposed for centuries. Far more advanced
telescopes of the 20th century revealed bil-
lions of specks of light that turned out to be
galaxies millions of light years away.

As we learned more about our own solar
system, astronomers began to focus attention
on Mars, one of the two planets closest to us
and the one thought most likely to harbor life.
More than 40 years ago America’s National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
launched a probe toward Mars, the 1965 Mari-
ner 1V, that sent back faint radio signals show-
ing the planet to be a lonely, pock-marked wasteland,
a dead world with seemingly no way to support life.

Eternally curious, scientists wanted to know more.
Last August, the attention of millions was riveted on
the approach of a spacecraft to the surface of Mars.
[ts payload was the most advanced robotic rover ever
designed to explore the surface of another planet.
Through maneuvers of amazing complexity, that
rover, dubbed Curiosity, landed successfully on the
Martian surface on August 5.

About the size of a tiny car, Curiosity was designed
for one singular purpose—to look for signs of life
on the Red Planet. A roving laboratory, Curiosity will
spend at least two years trying to unlock the scientific
history of Mars. Equipped with an array of scientific
sensors and other instruments, the explorer will
scoop soil and rock samples for analysis to determine
if life exists, or ever existed, on Mars. For example,
the rover can analyze soil to determine if the soil
ever offered the environmental conditions to support
microbial life.

Scientists are looking for “biomarkers”—evi-
dence, however faint, that life may have at one time
existed on Mars. One of those biomarkers, perhaps
the most important one, is the existence of water, a
key ingredient needed to support even microbial life.

Even before Curiosity, astronomers noted the similar-
ity between Mars and Earth. Both have an atmosphere,
although Mars’ is much less dense than Earth’s and
chemically much different. Both have a surface cov-
ered with soil. Curiosity has analyzed soil samples that
show Martian soil to be a volcanic type, somewhat
similar to volcanic soils here on Earth. Scientists have
long puzzled over the presence of Mars’ huge polar ice
caps, similar in appearance to those on Earth.

Curiosity has lived up to its name. In the three
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Self-portrait of NASA’s Curiosity rover at Gale Crater, Mars.

months since it touched down, it has sent back thou-
sands of pictures and hundreds of hours of commu-
nications. The scientific world thrilled to the late Sep-
tember discovery of evidence that a stream of water
once ran across the area of Mars where the rover is
exploring. In early October, a hammer-like device on
Curiosity gathered powder samples of a Martian rock
that was found to be similar in mineral composition to
common rocks here on earth.

In late October and early November, Curiosity
experienced dust storms similar to those on Earth.
As on Earth, the atmosphere provides some shield-
ing from outside radiation and helps to regulate
temperatures. However, because the atmosphere is
thinner, the rover detected, as expected, evidence of
large amounts of radiation present. And the Martian
atmosphere was found to keep surface tempera-
tures within a range of -130° F to about 5°, a difficult
abode for even microbial life.

Uniqueness of planet Earth

So one might well ask: Do the various similarities
point to the possibility of life on Mars?

Beyond the similarities are huge differences that
make the probabilities of life as we know it being
found on Mars or any other planet in our solar system
quite miniscule.

At more than twice the Earth’s distance from the
Sun, surface temperatures on Mars seldom rise
above 0° Fahrenheit. Life as we know it would not be
able to survive in the thin Martian atmosphere (only
1 percent that of Earth), composed predominantly
of carbon dioxide with much smaller amounts of
nitrogen and argon. The Curiosity scientific team had
hoped to find methane, which might be an indicator
of life, but none has been detected.

Does Life Exist Somewhere Out There?

——

It was reported Dec. 3 that in soil sample
analysis Curiosity had detected “water and
sulfur and chlorine-containing substances,”
as well as “one-carbon organics”—which are
needed for life—though “it is possible the car-
bon may be of Earth origin, carried by Curios-
ity and detected by [its lab’s] high sensitivity
design” (“NASA Mars Rover Fully Analyzes
First Soil Samples,” NASA.gov). In any case,
inits several months on Mars, Curiosityhas not
discovered any clear evidence of life.

However, even if no life is found that’s not to
say that life doesn’t exist outside our planet. It
does—it’s just not life as we know it.

Extraterrestrial life of a different kind

God Almighty, Maker of the universe, dwells
in the spiritual abode of heaven. And sometime
inthe ancient past, God created spirit beings to
help Him rule and administer the vast universe.
We call these spirit beings angels. In your Bible,
Psalm 148:1-5 shows that they, and the physi-
cal universe, were created at God’s command! There
are millions of them (Daniel 7:9-10), and God created
them with some of the same supernatural powers He
Himself possesses.

God refers to these angels in several ways. Job
38:7 calls them “morning stars” and says they sang
and shouted for joy when God created the earth. So
the angels have been around for eons.

Over the past 35 years, millions have flocked to
the Star Wars movie series. They've thrilled to the
adventures of Jedi warriors Luke Skywalker and
Yoda in their struggles against Darth Vader and the
evil Sith. It’s the classic struggle between the forces
of good and evil.

You may be surprised to learn that a true cos-
mic battle between the forces of good and evil did
take place in the universe! This cataclysmic event
occurred before human beings existed. The pock-
marked surface of the moon and other scarred plan-
ets, moons and asteroids of our solar system may be
evidence of that battle. But what led up to it?

One of the archangels God created, referred to
as Lucifer in translations of Isaiah 14:12, was, as
Ezekiel 28:17 shows, a being of immense beauty
and perfection—and entrusted by God with vast
responsibilities. But Lucifer became dissatisfied and
led a rebellion of one third of the angels against God
(Revelation 12:3-4).

Does this sound like fantasy? Isaiah 14:13-15
reveals that Lucifer planned to “exalt [his] throne
above the stars of God” and “be like the Most High.”
In other words, this being led an angelic rebellion to
overthrow God!

So there was what we might call an original “star
wars,” a literal war in heaven among supernatu-
ral beings. “And war broke out in heaven. Michael

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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God in His Word reveals that
He is not finished with the
universe He’s created.

[another archangel] and his angels fought with the
dragon [Lucifer now having become Satan, meaning
“Adversary”]; and the dragon and his angels fought”
(Revelation 12:7).

Verse 9 shows that Satan and his angels, since
their rebellion referred to as demons, were defeated
and hurled from heaven back to the earth (see verse
4). Jesus Christ said of that time, “I saw Satan fall
like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18). Again, that
great cosmic catastrophe may be why we see such
scattered debris—in the form of comets, asteroids
and other such wreckage—in outer space.

That may well be when Mars was likewise left a
wasteland. Was Mars created a barren wasteland, or
did it become that way? We don’t know. But nothing
Curiosity has discovered on Mars has changed the
reality of its desolate condition.

God will expand life throughout the universe

So what do we know at present? We are certainly
familiar with life on Earth, including the seven billion
human beings who call this planet home. Your Bible
says God created angels to be His servants. Despite
the fact that a third of them rebelled, we know that
two thirds still serve God as His messengers and
servants.

And here is the exciting good news: God is not
finished with the universe He's created! He reveals
there will be more life throughout the universe. And
what many may find astounding is that human beings
are part of that plan!

It will come as a surprise to many religious people
to learn that the reward of God’s followers is not just
to float off at death to live in the spiritual heaven of
His throne. Notice what God says in Matthew 5:5:
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth.” Those words are Christ’s own, from the Ser-
mon on the Mount. John 3:13 further tells us, “No one
has ascended to heaven but He who came down from
heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”

But if going to heaven at death is not the reward

of the saved, then what is? Let’s pose this question:
Does it make sense that a God who endowed human
beings with the desire to know more about the uni-
verse, and the ability to explore it, would not have a
higher purpose for mankind than to merely live a brief
physical life and then die?

While science strives to find out if life exists on
planets other than Earth, God’s Word reveals—if one
is willing to look—the incredible potential of human
life. In the book of Hebrews we read this: “What is
man, that you are mindful of him . . . you made him
a little lower than the angels; you crowned him with
glory and honor, and put everything in subjection
under his feet” (Hebrews 2:6-8, NIV).

Did you catch that? Man’s current status is “a little
lower than the angels”—or “for a little while lower,”

g as some versions translate this—but God reveals

that in time everything will be put in subjection under
man!

We begin to get a clue about our future and
our place in the universe in recognizing that the
“all things” God has promised us in various verses
includes everything—the earth, heaven, the entire
physical universe! God says that, for those willing to
believe what He says, the vast universe, with all its
billions of galaxies, its innumerable stars and plan-
ets, will be put under our dominion.

Romans 8:22 is quite revealing: “We know that
the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains
of childbirth right up to the present time” (NIV). All of
our exploration has revealed this to be true—that the
planets we have been able to observe other than our
own are lifeless, dead places with conditions hostile
to life. But notice verse 21 of the same chapter: “The
creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the
children of God” (NIV).

No evidence has yet been found for life on other
planets. But even if some form of physical life—bac-
teria or something more complex—were to be found
elsewhere, that would only mean that God created it
too—not that it somehow evolved there on its own.
However, other than the wishful thinking of some, we
have no reason to think there is any physical life at all
beyond the earth.

Inany case, there is indeed certain “life out there”
already—and there will yet be more in the wonderful
future God has in store for us!

—NMike Kelley
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ho’s behind The Good News magazine?

Many readers have wondered who we are
and how we are able to provide The Good News
free to all who request it. Simply put, The Good
News is provided by people—people from all
walks of life, from all over the world, as enabled
by God.

And those people have a common goal:
to proclaim the gospel of the coming King-
dom of God to all the world as a witness and
to teach all nations to observe what Christ
commanded (Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same
message Jesus Christ brought—the wonderful
good news of the coming Kingdom of God (Mat-
thew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43; 8:1). That
message truly is good news—the answer to all
the problems that have long plagued humankind.
Through the pages of The Good News, various
booklets (also free) and our Beyond Today TV
program, we show the biblical answers to the
dilemmas that have defied human solution and

threaten our
very survival.
We are com-
mitted to taking
~ that message
, to the entire
_ A world, sharing
the truth of

God S purpose and plan for us as taught by Jesus

Christ.

The United Church of God has congregations
and ministers around the world. In these congre-
gations believers assemble to be instructed from
the Scriptures and to fellowship. For locations
and times of services in your area, contact us at
the appropriate address on page 2. Visitors are
always welcome.

For additional information, visit our website:

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets m
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ONDERSTANDING YOUR FUTURE

A Crucial Biblical Question
for the President (and You

Given the opportunity, what would you ask your country’s leader as he

and Syria are in turmoil, and this threatens

starts a new term in office? How would his answer stack up against
the Bible, and does it matter? by Beyond Today host Darris McNeely

n the days of ancient Israel, kings had
various counselors in their court to
advise them on how to run the nation—
based on the Word of God. Samuel
guided Saul. Nathan counseled David.
The prophet Isaiah revealed God’s will to
Hezekiah. These men of God were indepen-
dent voices representing God to the king.

The president of the United States begins
a new term of office on Jan. 20, 2013. What
might he hear if a true servant of God—a
Samuel, Nathan or Isaiah—entered the
Oval Office? What kind of biblical ques-
tions might he put to the president of the
United States? What questions should I
ask if I were sent to the Oval Office? What
would you ask?

Consider this. The United States and
other major nations are facing serious prob-
lems. The days of reckoning began right
after the November election. Runaway defi-
cits, exploding entitlement programs and
a moral slide into the abyss are carrying
America to a day of judgment.

In the United States, bright prospects of
hope and change have dimmed. What the
president promised has not been delivered.
Fear is a very real part of the American
scene right now.

The rest of the world is intently interested
in the decisions made by America’s lead-
ers. Despite a considerable level of anti-
American resentment, most people know
that what is decided in Washington impacts
the world.

Which is why the president of the United
States, and the rest of the world’s prime
ministers and leaders, could benefit from
a biblical perspective when it comes to
governing.
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America’s greatest threat
Let’s start by examining a big question

put to the two major presidential candidates

the stability of other states in the region.

Iran’s drive for nuclear weapons was next
on the list. No serious leader feels a nuclear-
capable Iran is good for the stability of the
region or the world. Israel, which Iranian
leaders have threatened with extermination,
certainly doesn’t.

The rise of China as an economic and

during the last election campaign. Both men military power is high on any list of threats.

The framers of the U.S. Constitution were men who
read the Bible and knew what type of moral character
was needed for the nation to prosper. The character of
the people had to be in line with the spiritual law of God.

were asked, “What is the greatest threat to
America’s national security?”” The answers
given were what we would expect.

Let’s look at what they identified.

Both men mentioned the Middle East
tension since the eruptions of the so-called
“Arab Spring” in 2011. Egypt is going
through major changes as Islamic funda-
mentalists push to assert Islamic law. Libya

China holds in its hands billions of dollars
in America’s debt and is challenging long-
standing American supremacy in Asia.

Finally, the candidates mentioned Amer-
ica’s $16 trillion debt as a threat to national
security. And it surely is. Even the world’s
most powerful nation can spend itself into
bankruptcy.

Serious as these threats are, none is the
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most serious threat to national security. In
fact, the threat posed by these are actually
symptoms of a deeper threat that no one in
government leadership has identified.

The most serious threat to America’s
security, and it applies to every other nation

compact among the nations comes close

to the simplicity and beauty and justice
embodied in this charter. The Israelites
vowed to obey and worship God, and He
in turn promised to bless and protect them
as His chosen people. “All the words which

What is the greatest threat to America’s national
security? We can learn what it is from a source found
very close to every president of the United States.

as well, is something you won’t read about
in any news source.

What is that threat? We can learn what it
is from a source found very close to every
president of the United States—God’s
Word, the Holy Bible.

You might laugh this off, dismissing
the Bible as irrelevant to national security
concerns. And you might think it has noth-
ing to offer in terms of leading us out of
the mess we're in. Really, though? Can
you show me what is providing the help
and direction we need? Why not turn to
the Bible and ask the president—and every
other world leader, for that matter—some
straight questions? Both you and they might
be shocked, but this approach would be the
start down a path that would lead to some
solutions.

Every U.S. president is sworn into office
with his hand on a Bible. The custom began
with George Washington and continues
today. So why not open up this great book
and read it? In its pages lies the answer
to the question of the greatest threat to
national security, not just for the United
States but for any other modern nation.

The moral state of the union

The greatest threat to national security
is easily identified in the Bible. It’s your
sins, my sins, and the sins of our nation.
The greatest threat is the moral state of the
union.

Let’s look at Deuteronomy 28. In this
chapter one of the great national leaders of
the past, Moses, rehearsed the most impor-
tant covenant or agreement ever made by a
sovereign people.

Forty years earlier this generation’s
parents stood at Mount Sinai and made an
agreement with God to live by His laws,
the Ten Commandments, as a basis for their
civil and religious government. No other

the LORD has said we will do,” they prom-
ised (Exodus 24:3).

Now, in Deuteronomy 28, Moses repeats
the terms of the agreement. Let’s look at
some of what he said and draw some ques-
tions that are vital to today’s world.

“Now it shall come to pass, if you
diligently obey the voice of the LORD your
God, to observe carefully all His command-
ments which I command you today, that the
LorD your God will set you high above all
nations of the earth” (verse 1).

Here is the promise of national security
—not just for Israel, but for any nation that
obeys and worships the God of Abraham.
God intended Israel to be the single nation
on earth to which all others could look as a
godly example to follow.

No other nation would be governed by His
laws. As the Israelites prospered because of
God’s blessings, they would attract the atten-
tion of others who would want to emulate
them and be blessed as they were (Deuter-
onomy 4:5-9). These others would come to
Israel to learn their “secret.” They would
learn to do what Israel did.

Continuing in Deuteronomy 28, verse 2
says, “And all these blessings shall come
upon you and overtake you, because you
obey the voice of the LOrRD your God.”

What kind of blessings would come from
obeying God? The list follows on in Deuter-
onomy. But note why and how the blessings
come—from obedience to the voice of God,
to His commandments and teachings.

Today, the idea of obedience to God as
part of a nation’s character seems so archaic
and out of date. Yet America was founded
on clear biblical principles. As John Adams,
second president of the United States, said:
“Our Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate to the government of any other.”

The nation’s Founding Fathers under-
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stood that adherence to the Ten Command-
ments was a way to make the U.S. Constitu-
tion work within society. True, the com-
mandments were not written into that docu-
ment, but there is no doubt that its framers,
men who read the Bible, knew what type of
moral character was needed for the nation
to prosper. The character of the people had
to be in line with the spiritual law of God.

The great law of God

Let’s pause for a moment and think about
the Ten Commandments. It’s been rightly
noted that these are the “Ten Command-
ments” and not the “ten suggestions.” No
greater law has ever been given by which
men can be governed both collectively
and personally. Taken as a whole, they are
a moral compass for us—the basis for a
way of life that can create a just and moral
world. If each one of us committed to
live by these laws and sought God’s help
to do so, the world would be powerfully
transformed.

You need to look into what these laws
mean and make them a positive and pro-
ductive part of your life. Obedience to
these laws is at the heart of a nation’s secu-
rity. And in Deuteronomy we are told about
the promised blessings for obeying the
commandments. Look at how they match
up to some of the critical issues facing the
nation today:

“Blessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the country. Blessed
shall be the fruit of your body [that is,
children], the produce of your ground and
the increase of your herds, the increase of
your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.
Blessed shall be your basket and your
kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when
you come in, and blessed shall you be when
you go out” (verse 3-6).

This section outlines both general and
specific results of a social structure rooted
in God’s spiritual law. Verse 3 is talking
about a good and ordered life for everyone.
It describes a peaceful and tranquil setting

where people can pursue life, liberty and
happiness. Think about this.

In America’s Declaration of Indepen-
dence it is written: “We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.”

That is exactly what God promised here
in the Bible. He shows the way to a happy
life where people can work and provide a
good living for their family.

It begins with a solid moral foundation
based on God’s spiritual law. Ask yourself
what it is that you want in life. If you’re like
most, you want good health and a happy
life—a life at peace, secure from fear of
any kind. You want to live free from fear
and guilt—free from all the personal and
private insecurities that come with this
human experience. You want to be happy!

I learned this once in a counseling ses-
sion with a person who was fighting the
demons of a genuinely unhappy lifetime.
“All I want out of this life is to be happy,”
this person screamed into my face. “I just
want God, or someone, to lift this gloom
and make me happy!”

What I learned then was that neither I nor
anyone can make a person happy without
that person first walking with God accord-
ing to the agreement here in Deuteronomy
—*“because you obey the voice of the LORD
your God.”

Moral character impacts national security

Verse 7 goes on to state that one of the
blessings of obeying God will be that “the
Lorp will cause your enemies who rise
against you to be defeated before your face;
they shall come out against you one way
and flee before you seven ways.”

The promise directly addresses a nation’s
security from its enemies. In the violent
and troubled world of the past century, the
United States has been a defender and guar-
antor of freedom for many nations. Twice

in the 20th century American troops went
to Europe to help liberate the Continent.
During the Cold War the American military
halted the further spread of Soviet totalitari-
anism. Today the U.S. Navy guards the seas
and allows global commerce to thrive.

However, terrorism continues to eat away
at world security. Threats of a nuclear-
armed Middle East cast a shadow of fear
on the world.

What is behind the world’s continual
strife and evil leading to war and suffering?
Is there a deeper cause to these problems
than we are willing to admit?

If a nation obeys the law of God, He fore-
tells that their enemies will flee before them
seven ways. Does this happen today when
we see terrorists attack American diplomats
in Libya with impunity? Obviously not.

What God is telling us here is that the
moral character of a people is tied directly
to its national security. He is saying that
you and I have something to do with the
security of our nation. That’s right—your
character, your neighbor’s character and
that of everyone where you live impacts the
peace and safety of the country. It’s time
for some direct talk about this, and time
we all face the individual responsibility we
bear before our Creator.

Character counts

A story from the seventh chapter of
the biblical book of Judges illustrates the
personal responsibility each of us bears.
You’re probably familiar with the story of
Jericho, perhaps remembering the popular
song about the Israelite leader Joshua and
the famous battle that ended in victory for
God’s people Israel—when “the walls came
tumblin’ down.” But what most don’t know
is the next scene in the story.

Joshua sent a reduced force of men against
another smaller town called Ai. But instead
of an easy victory, this strike force was
ambushed, 36 were killed, and they all ran
from the field in fear, their hearts melting
like water. What was expected to be an easy
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victory turned into a humiliating disaster.

Joshua and his aides were dismayed and
fearful. “How could this happen?” they
wondered. “We’re bigger and stronger. How
could we be defeated?” They rightly won-
dered how to deal with this major threat to
their security.
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that’s almost right—many people do steal
something, even if it’s something small.
And that’s why this story is in the Bible.
There’s a crucial lesson for us to learn in it
about our own conduct.

Sin—the violation of God’s spiritual
law, the Ten Commandments—is woven

The Ten Commandments are a moral compass for us—the
basis for a way of life that can create a just and moral world.

The answer was not in their physical
strength. The problem was in the moral
character of the people. God allowed this
defeat to expose a sin that, if hidden and
unrevealed, would infect the entire nation
for generations. God had to expose it then
and there, and in this story we find a sober-
ing lesson for us today. Your country’s
national security is at stake if this lesson is
not impressed on us and taken to heart.

But what is it? What was the sin that
threatened Israel?

It was the sin of stealing—the breaking
of the Seventh Commandment, “You shall
not steal” (Exodus 20:15). A man named
Achan had violated God’s rules of war and
stolen gold and other loot from the ruins
of Jericho against the express command
of God to burn and destroy the city and
everything in it.

Achan had stumbled upon a treasure,
and while no one was looking he took it for
himself and hid it within his quarters. No
one knew he had the valuables. But God
did. And God was not going to let the sin
of greed and stealing take root at this time
among the people.

Not fair, you say? Why, everybody steals
something, and no one is perfect. Well,
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into the fabric of every nation in the world.
Because of this, we see a world in conflict
and suffering the consequences of broken
law. God holds a nation claiming to honor
and represent Him to a standard based on
this law.

Achan’s story of hidden sin and God
withholding His blessing on the people
teaches us exactly what we read in Deu-
teronomy: Honor and obey Him, and one’s
enemies will flee seven ways. Disobey, dis-
honor, walk all over His law and pretend
to be something you aren’t, and the result
is confusion, suffering and threat. You
and I do have a part to play in the national
security of our country.

What does it all mean for you?

God has a question for you. Will you stop
sinning? Will you begin to obey the Ten
Commandments and all His ways today?

These questions strike at the heart of
every one of the prophets of the Bible,
beginning with the prophet Moses here in
Deuteronomy. Every one of us has a respon-
sibility before God to live by His laws. They
are at the heart of every good thing we
would want in life and for our nation.

What’s the greatest threat to America

and the world’s national security? It is the
moral character of the people. It’s the type
of people we will choose to be before the
Creator and Judge of the world.

Our national character, the moral fiber of
the people, is crucial to God’s blessing and
protection. America has the potential to be
a great and good people, but it needs a care-
ful examination in light of the law of God.
Is America really a nation under God? Is
Great Britain? Is Canada? Australia? The
state of Israel or any other nation on earth?
These are the biblical questions for the
president, the prime ministers and you.

If a nation puts on its currency the state-
ment “In God We Trust” but refuses to
obey or trust God, then how can it expect
Him to offer His gracious blessing and pro-
tection? It’s another biblical question for the
president and for you.

The problems listed by our nation’s
leaders as threats to national security are
only symptoms of a greater problem. The
nation’s moral character has been crippled
because it has not followed the basis of the
agreement with God as outlined in Deu-
teronomy. God’s promise to give national
security if we follow Him is the basis for
the only valid relationship between God
and any nation at any time in history. Break
its terms and there are consequences. No
wonder we see so many threats to national
and personal security!

Again, the greatest threat to America’s
national security is its moral and spiritual
condition before God. When we violate
His commandments and the terms of this
agreement, we reap consequences.

We are rapidly approaching a time when
every nation will have to face this issue.
But you and I don’t have to continue down
this dangerous path the world is taking. We
can turn it around in our lives today, seek
and obey God, and enjoy the great blessings
He promises! GN
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Are You Pressing the
Spiritual Snooze Button?

What does your to-do list look like? Is it full of tasks, chores and other
physical worries? Where does your spiritual life fit in? Stop hitting the
snooze button for your spiritual growth! by John LaBissoniere

number of years ago I had trouble
waking up each morning. The
alarm clock would buzz and I'd
press the snooze button, which
stopped and reset the clock to
go off again 10 minutes later. But push-
ing the button once wasn’t enough for me.
I'd often press it two, three or even four
times. Thankfully those days of continually
pushing the snooze button are long gone. I
wasn’t alone in my problem though. A lot of
other people seem to struggle with it too.

Our lives are so often filled to the brim
with tasks and duties. At the end of the day
our minds are racing as we think about
everything we did and what we still need
to do. We can’t seem to get to bed on time,
which in turn makes it hard to get up in
the morning. When we finally do arise
we’re exhausted. We need coffee or energy
drinks to get us going. We repeat this pro-
cess nearly every morning. And each time
we press the snooze button one more time
before we finally drag ourselves out of bed.

That’s what was happening to me, but
there was even more to my story. While I
was accomplishing a lot physically, I wasn’t
doing much spiritually. Although I would
physically wake up every morning, I was
still, in effect, spiritually asleep.

How about you? Are you neglecting your
spiritual life, even though you might be
getting a lot done physically? Is your life
so jam-packed with day-to-day concerns
that little or no time is left for the most
important parts of life? Are you figuratively
pressing the spiritual snooze button over
and over again?

We know that physical sleep is essential
to function effectively. But did you know
the Bible tells us that spiritual sleep can be
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seriously dangerous (Matthew 25:5-13)?
The apostle Paul wrote: “You are all sons
of light and sons of the day. We are not of
the night nor of darkness. Therefore let us
not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and
be sober (1 Thessalonians 5:5-6, emphasis
added throughout).

Yes, spiritually speaking, we all need to
stop hitting the snooze button, wake up and

get going.

You are a spiritual watchman

In several places the Bible uses the
example of a watchman in ancient times.
Watchmen guarded the agricultural fields
from animals or thieves who could damage
or steal the community’s food supplies.

A watchman was also posted on the top
of the walls surrounding a town or city
to monitor any potential threat. If danger
arose, he would promptly sound a warning
trumpet. The town’s gates would then be
closed and the residents would prepare to
defend themselves (Ezekiel 33:3-6).

It was critical that the watchman didn’t
fall asleep on the job. He had to stay awake
and alert at all times. Dozing off even for a
few moments could allow an enemy to take
advantage of the situation, with devastating
results.

We can think of ourselves as watchmen
in spiritual terms. Not only should we vigi-
lantly guard our own spiritual condition,
but we have the commission to spread the
gospel and warn others to wake up from
their spiritual slumber as danger approaches
(Mark 16:15, Matthew 25:1-5).

Redeeming the time

Writing to the Christians in the city of
Ephesus, Paul admonished them to wash

the spiritual sleep from their eyes: “Awake,
you who sleep, arise from the dead, and
Christ will give you light. See then that
you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as
wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil” (Ephesians 5:14-16).

Likewise, the apostle Peter zealously
urged worshippers to “be on your guard and
stay awake. Your enemy, the devil, is like a
roaring lion, sneaking around to find some-
one to attack” (1 Peter 5:8, Contemporary
English Version).

The message from both apostles was that
spiritual sleep can be dangerous and we
must avoid it at all cost. Could you be spiri-
tually dozing by placing other goals and
interests ahead of your holy calling? (See
Matthew 6:33; 1 Peter 2:21.) Let’s consider
for a moment the enormous importance of
this great calling from our Creator.

Fulfilling our marvelous calling

God the Father invites us to participate
in the most important work in all of human
history (Matthew 22:4; John 6:44). Besides
having been called to proclaim His great-
ness, we are to participate in teaching oth-
ers about the coming Kingdom of God
(1 Peter 2:9; Romans 10:15). Moreover, we
have the astounding personal opportunity to
inherit eternal life and to serve as kings and
priests with Jesus Christ for 1,000 years and
beyond (1 Timothy 6:12; Revelation 20:6).

For those God has called now, this is our
unique moment! This is our special time!
What are we doing about it?

The illustrious Winston Churchill, Brit-
ain’s prime minister during the Second
World War, wrote: “To each there comes
in their lifetime a special moment when
they are figuratively tapped on the shoulder
and offered the chance to do a very special
thing, unique to them and fitted to their
talents. What a tragedy if that moment finds
them unprepared or unqualified for that
which could have been their finest hour.”

Is this your finest hour? Are you com-
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“I have come that they might have life, and . .

pletely awake to your marvelous divine
vocation? Are you prepared to accomplish
your mission, or unprepared? (See Matthew
25:1-10.)

To be equipped and ready, you have to
fully follow Jesus Christ’s example of loyal
service to our Heavenly Father. We should
live energetic lives of faithfulness, obedi-
ence, patience, sacrifice and endurance just
as Jesus did (Matthew 7:21; Luke 22:42;

1 Peter 2:21).

Having been given this extraordinary

responsibility, we have no time to take a

Of course there was nothing wrong with
those things in and of themselves. But it
was not supposed to be their primary objec-
tive. Forsaking their most important goal,
the people nearly forgot why they returned
to Jerusalem in the first place. But God
didn’t forget! And He wasn’t going to let
His work languish and fail.

He assigned the prophets Haggai and
Zechariah the responsibility of reawakening
the people to their mission (Ezra 5:1). Hag-
gai rebuked the former captives over how
they abandoned their God-given responsi-
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spiritual siesta. We have to stay spiritually
bright-eyed, attentive and alert. As the apos-
tle James wrote, we need to “be doers of the
word, and not hearers only” (James 1:22).

The work that needed to be done

We can’t be like some people of ancient
times who walked away from God’s call-
ing when His work needed to be done. An
important illustration is found in the book
of Ezra.

Several decades after the nation of Judah
went into captivity, God rescued a remnant
of Jews and brought them back to their
native land. He wanted them to have a part
in the most important work of rebuilding
the center of worship—the temple in Jeru-
salem (Ezra 1:1-2). The effort began well
with the renovation of the temple’s founda-
tion, but it wasn’t long before persecution
from outsiders began (Ezra 4:1-5, 23).

What was the result? Instead of coura-
geously standing firm against their enemies,
the people laid down their tools. They
stopped doing God’s work and quickly
turned their attention to their own interests.
They built houses, started businesses and
got married.

bilities. “Then the word of the LORD came
by Haggai the prophet, saying, ‘Is it time
for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled
houses, and this temple to lie in ruins?’
Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts:
‘Consider your ways!”” (Haggai 1:3-5).

Awake, alert and watchful

Thankfully, the people repented, and God
cleared the way for them to finish the work
(Ezra 6:1-14). But the question still stands
for you and me: Could we be guilty of a
fault like that of the people in Haggai’s day?
Are we really awake to our divine calling,
or are you and I so caught up in our day-
to-day tasks that we are essentially saying,
as the people said then in Haggai 1:2, “The
time has not come, the time that the LORD’s
house should be built”?

Make sure you're not pressing the spiri-
tual snooze button. Make sure you’re not
just telling yourself that you’ll get busy
doing God’s work tomorrow, the next day or
the day after. If we’re self-absorbed and too
busy with physical concerns, that day will
never come.

Just as God urged the people in Haggai’s
age to faithfully carry out His work, He

encouraged the Church in New Testament
times. The apostle Paul pressed the breth-
ren in Rome to wake up from their listless
spiritual condition. He said, “It is high
time to awake out of sleep; for now our
salvation is nearer than when we first
believed” (Romans 13:11). Paul also
reproved some brethren in Corinth who
became spiritually sluggish by entreating
them, “Awake to righteousness, and do not
sin” (1 Corinthians 15:34).

Are you awake, alert and watchful? Are
you attentive and listening receptively to
God’s Word? Are you striving with God’s
help to overcome sin? In chapters 2 and 3
of the prophetic book Revelation, Jesus
Christ issued a spirited wake-up call to
those grown sleepy and apathetic. Notice
this paraphrase of His words:

“Up on your feet! Take a deep breath!
Maybe there’s life in you yet. But I wouldn’t
know it by looking at your busywork; noth-
ing of God’s work has been completed. Your
condition is desperate. Think of the gift you
once had in your hands, the message you
heard with your ears—grasp it again and
turn back to God. If you pull the covers back
over your head and sleep on, oblivious to
God, I'll return when you least expect it,
[and] break into your life like a thief in the
night” (Revelation 3:2-3, The Message).

The alarm clock is ringing

Does Christ’s rebuke apply to you and
me? Are we spiritually asleep? Are we
continually pressing the spiritual snooze
button? If so, what does He want us to do
to shake off the cobwebs in our minds and
wash the sleep from our eyes?

“Here’s what I want you to do: buy your
gold from me, gold that’s been through
the refiner’s fire. Then you’ll be rich. Buy
your clothes from me, clothes designed in
Heaven. You’ve gone around half-naked
long enough. And buy medicine for your
eyes from me so you can see, really see”
(Revelation 3:18, The Message).

The passage continues: “The people
I'love, I call to account—prod and correct
and guide so that they’ll live at their best.
Up on your feet, then! About face! Run
after God! Look at me. I stand at the door.
I knock. If you hear me call and open the
door, I'll come right in and sit down to sup-
per with you” (verses 19-20, The Message).

The alarm clock is ringing. Do you hear
the sound? Don’t press the spiritual snooze
button. Wake up! Make this your finest hour
as you carry out the work God has called
you to complete! GN
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Lincoln’s Qualities of Leadership

A major new movie examines the life and accomplishments of
President Abraham Lincoln. What was it that made him an effective
and inspirational leader? by Noel Hornor

hen we look at the world scene
today it’s natural to wonder
where the great leaders have
gone.

Many presidents and other
national leaders let the power of their office
go to their heads—due perhaps in large part
to the almost godlike way many of their
supporters see them. As a result, they lose
something critically important to success.

As Marvin Olasky recently observed
in World magazine: “A half century ago
America’s leaders typically attended
church regularly and had a better sense of
what was unseemly, but that sense became
unsustainable as mainline Protestantism
turned into a hollow, doughnut faith. When
people make lifestyle decisions without
the sense of humility and modesty engen-
dered by belief in an almighty God,
unseemliness is the result” (“Not Classy,”
Nov. 3, 2012).

It’s one thing to profess faith in the
Almighty, but another to truly humble your-
self in your daily life, putting the national
good ahead of desire for personal exalta-
tion. This is a hallmark of great leadership.

One of America’s greatest presidents
was Abraham Lincoln. What made him an
effective and successful leader?

Humble beginnings forge a leader

Lincoln was born on Feb. 12, 1809, in a
small log cabin at a place called Sinking
Spring Farm in rural Kentucky. His parents,
Thomas and Nancy Lincoln, named him
after his paternal grandfather. This humble
start in life would also mark the first time
that a future president would be born outside
the original 13 colonies.

“Thomas raised his son to be a farmer
and even hired him out to other homestead-
ers from time to time. But Abraham dis-
liked farm work, prompting some to remark
that he was ‘lazy, awful lazy. But others
recalled that he toiled ‘hard and faithful’
and was ‘mighty conscientious’ about get-
ting a full day for twenty-five cents—which
he gave his father who legally commanded
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his wages until he came of age.

“Between his eleventh and fifteenth years
he went to school irregularly, attending
brief sessions between winter harvest and
spring plowing. All told, he accumulated
about a year of formal education . . . Lin-
coln came to school with an old arithmetic
[book] under one arm, dressed in a rac-
coon cap and buckskin clothes, his pants so
short they exposed six inches of his calves”
(Stephen Oates, With Malice Toward None,
1977, pp. 10-11).

When Lincoln was 20 he became inter-
ested in law. At 21 he moved from Indiana
to West Salem, Illinois. While living there,
he decided he wanted to study law and
become a lawyer. He had ambition in spite
of his humble background.

He also became interested in politics.
“In fact, he decided to run for political
office that very year of 1832 ... At the age
of twenty-three, he announced himself a
candidate for nothing less than the state
legislature. With painstaking care, he
wrote out, revised, and polished his first
political platform and carried it down to
Springfield.

“If elected, the candidate would give
his undivided support to internal improve-
ments. While railroad construction was a
grand idea, an imaginative idea, he thought
it would cost too much” (p. 23). Lincoln
wanted to be elected so that he could
improve and utilize the resources of the real
estate that Thomas Jefferson had acquired
for the country.

He would have to overcome adversity,
but adversity can mature and season a
person. “By late July Lincoln was back in
Sangamon County and campaigning hard
for the legislature. He spun yarns in country
stores, pitched horseshoes with voters, and
declaimed his sentiments from boxes and
tree stumps. Never had he been so exhila-
rated, so sure of himself. Yet he lost the
election, running eighth in a field of thirteen
candidates” (p. 25).

“Still, all was not bleak despair in these
years. In 1834 he ran for the legislature

again, which cheered him considerably . . .
Lincoln’s soft-sell campaign paid off. On
election day, August 4, he placed second
out of thirteen candidates and was one of
the four men elected to the Illinois house of
representatives . . . He was only twenty-five
years old” (pp. 27-28).

Lincoln in 1860: candidate for president

He would eventually serve four terms in
the Illinois state legislature. He still wanted
to be a lawyer and determined to become
one despite the fact that he had no formal
legal education.

“In March, 1836, he took his first step
toward becoming a lawyer when the Sanga-
mon County Court registered him as a
man of good moral character. Afterward,
between speeches on the political stump,
he crammed hard for his bar exams, an oral
grilling in which practicing attorneys would
interrogate him on technical points of the
law and legal history.

“At last he got up his courage and took the
exams, sailed through without mishap, then
treated his examiners to dinner, according
to the custom of the day. On September 9,
1836, he received his law license and went
right to work on his first case, a complicated
action involving three related suits over
disputed oxen and farmland” (p. 34).

Efforts to abolish slavery
Lincoln became president of the United
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States decades later in 1861. And on Jan. 1,
1863, he issued the Emancipation Procla-
mation, declaring “that all persons held as
slaves” within the territory of the secessionist
Confederate states “are, and henceforward
shall be free.”

The Proclamation announced the accep-
tance of black men into the Union army
and navy, enabling the liberated to become
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added to the Republican Party platform for
the upcoming presidential elections. He used
all of his political skill and influence to con-
vince additional Democrats to support the
amendment’s passage.

His efforts finally met with success
when the House passed the bill in Janu-
ary 1865 with a vote of 119-56. Finally,
Lincoln supported those congressmen who
insisted southern state legislatures must
adopt the Thirteenth Amendment before
their states would be allowed to return

Lincoln in 1865 just before his assassination

“The ability to see the world clearly, and to draw the right
conclusions from what is seen, is the foremost lesson
which great men and women of state have to teach us . . .”

liberators. By the end of the war, almost
200,000 black soldiers and sailors had
fought for the Union and the abolition of
slavery.

The Thirteenth Amendment, which
abolished slavery, was passed during the
Civil War years when southern congres-
sional representatives were not present for
debate.

The amendment was passed in April
1864 by the Senate, with a vote of 38 to
6. The required two-thirds majority was
defeated in the House of Representatives
by a vote of 93 to 65. Abolishing slavery
was almost exclusively a Republican Party
effort—only four Democrats voted for it.

Lincoln then took an active role in push-
ing it through Congress. He insisted that the
passage of the Thirteenth Amendment be

with full rights in Congress.

Standing by convictions

“Lincoln had to face the voters [in 1864],
and he feared he would lose reelection.
Exhausted after three and a half years of
civil war, many Northerners were turning
to the Democratic aspirant, General George
McClellan, who was pledging a quick peace
with the Rebels. Lincoln’s political advisers
told him that his Emancipation Proclama-
tion was dragging him down: millions of
northerners were willing to shed blood
to restore the American Union, but not to
abolish slavery.

“Some told Lincoln that if he continued
to make abolition a condition for peace with
the South, he would be drubbed even in his
home state of Illinois. Why not pull out of

the race in favor someone who could win?

“But Lincoln refused to withdraw or back
down, and he knew the consequences. He
told one visitor, ‘You think I don’t know
I am going to be beaten, but I do—unless
some great change takes place, badly
beaten’” (Michael Beschloss, Presidential
Courage, 2007, p. 96).

Lincoln had courage to stand up for what
he believed to be righteous principles. He
wanted to finish the work of freeing the
slaves and preserving the nation that would
be one nation free under God. He was will-
ing to risk his political life instead of back-
ing down from this fight he bravely stood up
to champion.

The noted historian Paul Johnson, in
identifying what he believes are vital char-
acteristics of true leadership, mentioned
Lincoln among others, stating: “The abil-
ity to see the world clearly, and to draw
the right conclusions from what is seen, is
the foremost lesson which great men and
women of state have to teach us . . .

“Abraham Lincoln felt all else had to be
sacrificed to the overwhelming necessity
of holding the Union together, behind the
principles of 1776 . . . Such concentration of
effort is itself a product of clarity of vision
which includes a strong sense of propor-
tion” (quoted by William Bennett, The
Book of Man, 2011, p. 321).

It’s what’s inside that counts

Lincoln was a homely man in appear-
ance, far from photogenic. If he were alive
today, it’s difficult to see him being elected
president.

Because of his looks, he was advised to
grow a beard while running for president
by an 11-year-old girl, Grace Bedell, to
improve his appearance. She wrote him
in part:

“Have you any little girls about as large
as [ am if so give them my love and tell her
to write to me if you cannot answer this let-
ter. I have got 4 brothers and part of them
will vote for you any way and if you let
your whiskers grow I will try and get the
rest of them to vote for you you would look
a great deal better for your face is so thin”
(Oct. 15, 1860).

Lincoln wrote her back: “My dear little
Miss. Your very agreeable letter of the
15th is received—I regret the necessity of
saying I have no daughters—I have three
sons—one seventeen, one nine, and one
seven years of age. They, with their mother,
constitute my whole family. As to the whis-
kers, having never worn any, do you not
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think people would call it a piece of silly
affection if I were to begin it now? Your
very sincere well wisher A. Lincoln” (Oct.
19, 1860).

But he went ahead and took young

Grace’s advice. And during his inau-

gural train trip to the White House,
he stopped in Westfield, New York, to
give little Grace a kiss and thank her for
her advice. This illustrated humility and
grace.

A true leader needs godly characteristics
more than anything. He should adhere to
biblical commands. Abraham Lincoln was
not officially a member of any church, but
he endeavored to live by the Bible.

As historian Michael Beschloss noted:
“Marching into the chasm of the Civil War,

Lincoln immersed himself in the Bible,
which he called ‘the best gift God has
given to man.’

“During the summer of 1864, Lincoln’s
old Springfield roommate Joshua Speed
stayed overnight at the Soldiers’ Home . . .
Recalling Lincoln’s old complaints about
religion, Speed was now startled to find the
President in his bedroom, absorbed in his
Bible. He told Lincoln, ‘If you have recov-
ered from your skepticism, I am sorry to
say that I have not.’

““You are wrong, Speed,’ replied Lincoln.
‘Take all of this book upon reason that you
can, and the balance on faith, and you will
live and die a happier and better man’ (pp.
121-122).

What’s the best brief summation of how
a Christian should live? We find a good
answer when Lincoln answered a congress-
man from Connecticut as to why he did not
join a church.

Lincoln responded: “When any church
will inscribe over its altars, as its sole qual-
ification for membership, the Savior’s con-
densed statement of the substance of both
the law and the Gospel, ‘Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind,
and thy neighbor as thyself,—that church
will I join with all my heart and soul”
(quoted by David Gelernter, Americanism:
The Fourth Great Western Religion,

2007, p. 33).

This is what Jesus Christ told a man
who asked Him which was the greatest
commandment in the law (Matthew 22:36-
40). Abraham Lincoln no doubt knew
and understood this. How blessed would
any nation be to have a leader who truly
believed and lived these words with all his
heart and soul! GN
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The Art of Appreciation:
The Bucket Fillers

Each of us has a figurative “bucket” waiting to be filled. How can you
fill your own and others’? by Janet Treadway

everal years ago I was feeling a bit

down while working at my job at

the United Church of God home

office and asked God privately

to encourage me. Wow, did He
answer that prayer quickly!

Later that very day, some wives of men
on the Church’s Council of Elders walked
in and handed me and other ladies working
in the office beautiful gift bags with several
nice gifts in them. Each had a couple of
little tea bags, some cookies, a little planner
and a handmade bookmark and card.

On the front of this pretty gift bag was the
scripture 1 Corinthians 15:58, which says it
all when it comes to how God feels about us.
Not only were my spirits lifted, but so were
those of all the ladies in the office.

Everyone wants and needs to be appreci-
ated, no matter where we work or what we

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

with a “dipper” in our relations with oth-
ers. When we use the dipper to fill other
people’s buckets—by saying or doing things
to increase their positive emotions—we also
fill our own bucket. But when we use the
dipper to dip from others’ buckets—by
saying or doing things that decrease their
positive emotions—we diminish ourselves.

Like the “cup that runneth over,” a full
bucket gives us a positive outlook and
renewed energy. Every drop in that bucket
makes us stronger and more optimistic. But
an empty bucket poisons our outlook, saps
our energy and undermines our will. That’s
why every time someone dips from our
bucket, it hurts us.

The book also talks about why people
leave their jobs. The number one reason is
that they don’t feel appreciated. About 65 per-
cent of Americans receive no recognition at
all on their jobs. That is astounding and sad!

So we face a choice every moment of
every day: We can fill one another’s buckets
or we can dip from them. It’s an important
choice—one that profoundly influences
our relationships, productivity, health and
happiness.

I thought of this book when the elders’
wives went around to the ladies in the office

Every drop in our “emotional bucket” makes us stronger
and more optimistic. But an empty bucket poisons our
outlook, saps our energy and undermines our will.

do in life. Aside from the paycheck that
most of us receive, we all need to know that
our contribution in life is appreciated. Our
“buckets” need to be filled emotionally.

Not long before, I had read the book How
Full Is Your Bucket? by Tom Rath and Don
Clifford (2004). Its premise is that emotion-
ally we all metaphorically have buckets
that need to be filled. These buckets are
constantly being either emptied or filled,
depending on what others say or do to us.
When our buckets are full, we feel great.
When they’re empty, we feel awful.

Each of us is also figuratively equipped

and filled our buckets with appreciation.
The scripture they placed on the bag also
reminded me of how much God is a bucket-
filler too! It reads: “Therefore, my dear
brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of
the Lord, because you know that your labor
in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians
15:58, New International Version).

We all need to practice filling one another’s
buckets with appreciation and kindness, no
matter where we work, what we do, or whom
we come in contact with. It makes a huge
difference for others as well as for us! GN
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Jesus of Nazareth asked two key questions of His disciple Peter—
questions that each of us also must ultimately answer. by Robin Webber

esus Christ poses two great ques-

tions to every believer. They are

yours alone to answer. These two

questions are not designed to stump

us, but to promote growth in Christ’s
calling to “Follow Me.”

Both inquiries were initially asked by
Christ and answered by His disciple Peter.
One answer would open a door to blessed
opportunity, and the other would provide
a window to view responsibility. Let’s put
these two questions side by side to prepare
you for giving your own answers.

“Who do you say that | am?”

We find the first question in Matthew
16:13-17. Jesus asked His disciples, “Who
do men say that [, the Son of Man, am?”
The disciples blurted out a list of names

pletely surrendered your life into His hands.

Let me be plain: There is a world of dif-
ference between knowing who Jesus is and
allowing Him to direct your steps. Class
was momentarily over for Peter, but there
would be another day, another session and
another question.

“Do you love Me more than these?”

The second question was asked at the end
of Jesus’ earthly ministry in John 21. We
here find Jesus and Peter on the shore of the
Sea of Galilee. A lot has occurred since they
first met—years of travel together, miracles,
visions of the Master’s transfiguration, and
Jesus’ arrest, death and resurrection.

Now Christ comes to Peter with unfin-
ished business. He asks the second and
greater question: “Simon, son of Jonah, do

Christ was guiding Peter to a spiritual depth and conviction
that would have to endure beyond emotion alone.

including John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah
and other prophets—i.e., men like them!

But then Jesus narrowed the focus with
no allowable wiggle room: “But who do you
say that [ am?”

Peter, so often quick on the draw, pro-
claimed, “You are the Christ [i.e., the
Messiah—the promised King of the line of
David], the Son of the living God.” Jesus
answered, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.”

Peter hit the proverbial nail right on the
head, and was blessed.

But this was only the start of his spiri-
tual education. The Jesus he saw was the
Lord of the Bible, the personification of
prophecy, but not yet fully understood or
embraced as the complete Lord of his life.
Perhaps that’s where you might be right
now. You're stuck and you don’t know it.
You know who Jesus is but haven’t com-
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you love Me more than these?” (verse 15).
Here the Greek word translated “love” is
agapao, meaning a selfless, outgoing love.
It seems likely that by “these,” Jesus was
referring to the other disciples. Thus: “Do
you love me more than these others do?”
(Good News Translation). This would have
reminded Peter of his own words and actions
found in Matthew 26:33: “Even if all are
made to stumble because of You, I will never
be made to stumble.” In his characteristic
bravado, Peter had said he would always be
there and love Christ when others would not!
And yet, on the evening of Jesus’
betrayal, when needed most, Peter denied
Him three times. First Peter denied ever
personally knowing Jesus (Luke 22:57).
Then he not only denied Christ, but all his
companions (verse 58). And finally and ulti-
mately, he denied his entire experience with
Christ, including his Galilee background
(verses 59-60).

It’s only after the third denial that the
eyes of Peter and Jesus met (verse 61), and
he knew that Christ knew he had denied
Him three times just as Jesus had foretold.
Understood in this light, Jesus’ words would
be crafted so as not to leave Peter frozen in
time dangling as a coward—but rather giv-
ing him opportunity to be fully restored as
a true follower.

The questioning intensifies

Peter, perhaps taken by surprise by
Christ’s question, responds with, “Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you.” However,
in this response Peter did not use the word
for love that Jesus did. Instead the word
here is phileo, meaning “brotherly affec-
tion.” Peter was stressing that his was not
just a general godly love for Christ as we
are to have for all people. Rather, his love
for Christ was personal and brotherly. Yet
note that he did not exalt himself above the
others in his response.

Jesus then tells Peter to channel his
stated devotion into serving Him: “Feed
My lambs”—His followers (John 21:15). In
effect, Peter would demonstrate his stated
devotion through His obedience to Christ
and love for others.

Yet Jesus goes on to intensify the ques-
tioning by asking again, “Do you love
Me?” (again the more general term agapao
is used). We can imagine a bewildered
Peter emotionally retorting, “C’mon, You
know that I love you even as a brother”
(once again the word phileo is used here
instead of agapao).

But Christ has every right to question
Peter’s motives. After all, his life up to his
recent denial justified such concerns!

Peter’s religion, like that of so many, has
been one of emotion and motion, not sur-
render and conviction. This kind appears
dynamic and can make others appear lack-
ing. But the flame that burns the hottest
burns out faster, and Christ was guiding
Peter to a spiritual depth and conviction
that would have to endure beyond emotion
alone. So He had to “turn up the heat” to
mold Peter to clearly see himself.

He now tells Peter to shepherd His

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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Peter went from denying Christ to becoming a
pillar and powerful leader in the early Church.

sheep—to properly care for and lead
them—a tremendous responsibility. Was he
really up to it?

Then the third probing question (verse
17) is perhaps the deepest incision and yet
the most meaningful, because now Peter
is led to the full gravity of Jesus’ inquiry.
Jesus asks three probing questions for
Peter’s three previous denials.

Again Christ doesn’t settle for superficial
answers. He now uses the same term Peter
had been using (phileo) in these verses.
Essentially He asks Peter, “Are you truly
personally devoted to Me as you say?”

Restored to keep following

Peter then appeals to Jesus’ judgment,
stating: “Lord, You know all things.” Peter
well understood that his former boasting had
been in vain. But now, with his heart opened
to Christ’s examination, Peter recognizes
that he is being given the opportunity to turn
things around—to remain faithful.

He then attests again that He does indeed
love Christ with brotherly devotion. In
contrast to his threefold denial of his rela-
tionship with Christ, Jesus has led him to a
threefold affirmation of his relationship—
one Peter will now be able to show in
his service to Christ and Christ’s other
followers.

Jesus is hereby fulfilling His prophetic
promise of restoration given to Peter on the
night of His betrayal. He had directly told
Peter then: “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan
has asked for you, that he may sift you as
wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your
faith should not fail; and when you have

returned to Me, strengthen your brethren”
(Luke 22:31-32).

And now Peter has returned to Christ
with a threefold affirmation of devotion.
And Jesus encouragingly tells him, “Feed
My sheep”—committing to him both a posi-
tion of trust and the opportunity to prove
himself in it. Thus, in His wisdom Christ
has completely removed the cloud of Peter’s
denial and guilt—as if the scene in the
courtyard of Jerusalem had never occurred.

Moreover, Jesus then declares confidence
in Peter’s faithfulness even to the end of his
life, offering a startling and sobering pic-
ture of how he would eventually face death:
“When you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will gird you and
carry you where you do not wish”—an allu-
sion to Peter’s own crucifixion (John 21:18).

The day would come when Peter could
not take matters into his own hands as he
had long been used to doing. He would be
given the honor of dying as his Master.

Then Jesus gave Peter another command:
“Follow Me” (verse 19). In other words,
“No matter what, you stay true to the course
right behind Me.”

Peter was willing, but sobered, and
asked in verse 21, “But Lord, what about
this man?”—referring to the disciple John.
Jesus replied, “If I will that he remain till I
come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
Jesus put it clearly and bluntly: “Keep your
eyes on Me and not others.”

What does loving God bring?

As we leave the shores of the Sea of Gali-
lee and face our own lives, let’s ask a basic
question: What does loving God bring?
After all, that is His desire to all whom
He bids to “Follow Me,” and the response
comes solely from each of us.

First, let’s appreciate that when we com-
mit our love to God, He will give us an
assignment just as He did Peter. He essen-
tially told Peter, “If you love Me, then you
will show that love by loving those I will
bring into your life.”

Jesus earlier declared, “By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another” (John 13:35). Talk is
cheap. You may have told God you know
and love Him, but how are you working on
the assignment end of the relationship?

The spiritual GPS to get from point A to
point B in Christianity has one set of guid-
ing principles: “This is My commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this,
than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

You are My friends if you do whatever
I command you” (John 15:12-15).

Expressing love to God the Father and
Jesus Christ is an incredible one-on-one
privilege, but it bears with it the responsibility
to care for others.

Second, it brings forth sacrifice—ours!
Love will always demand responsibility
followed by sacrifice. The path of Chris-
tianity will always have a cross set before
us—perhaps not quite like the martyrdom
that awaited Peter, but laying down our lives
nonetheless. Before we bear a crown from
above, we must bear a cross here below. It
will not be a cross of our choosing or timing,
but, like the apostle Paul stated, we must be
willing to “die daily” (1 Corinthians 15:31).

Third, truly loving God brings accep-
tance and incredible peace of mind that
frees us from worry and envy. Remember
Peter’s question of “What about John?”
Christ basically answered: “Never mind the
task I have given another. You stay focused
on your personal journey with Me.”

When all was said and done, Peter would
never be a lofty thinker like John or a cos-
mopolitan adventurer for the gospel like
the apostle Paul, but he would preach what
he knew to keep others from falling as he
had fallen. He would speak to people as one
who had made huge mistakes, one who had
even denied his Savior, but one who could
be fully restored and put into action on
Christ’s behalf.

And now as we put this article down and
go on with the remainder of our lives, two
questions yet face us:

“Who do you say that I am?”

“Do you love Me?”

Don’t be surprised when Christ issues
to you the same penetrating challenge He
gave Peter. Your thoughts, words and deeds
will reveal your answers as to whether you
remain steadfast in His priceless invitation
of “Follow Me.” GN
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What does it mean to have
faith? And what /s faith, really?
The Bible tells us that we are to
live by faith, but what does that
mean? How did the many fig-
ures of the Bible live by faith?
Discover the answers in our 4
free booklet You Can Have Living Faith. Request or
download your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,
or request or download it from our website.
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Train Now to Help Jesus Christ Rule

esus Christ is coming back to earth as King of the King-

dom of God to save the human race from destroying itself.

How will the rebellious and traumatized citizens of this

world become the peaceful subjects of God’s Kingdom?

Who will help serve and teach the people? What does the
Bible say about the citizens of the Kingdom of God?

In the past two mini-studies we looked at the return of Jesus Christ
as King to save this world from itself and at the constitution of the
Kingdom of God—God’s laws. The King and the laws of the King-
dom are two of the four parts necessary for a kingdom. Today let’s
look at the third necessary component of the Kingdom—the citizens.

A story of transformation

Consider the story of one of the Bible’s most intriguing figures.
Simon Bar-Jonah was a rough fisherman—brave, audacious and
zealous. His life goals surely didn’t include becoming a fancy
preacher or a high-and-mighty king. But when he heard Jesus’
message, he was convinced that this was the real thing. This was
a true and powerful message from God.

So when Jesus asked him to leave his fishing nets behind and
become one of His “fishers of men,” Simon could not refuse.

What followed was a remarkable time of training and transfor-
mation. Day after day he walked the dusty roads with Jesus, hear-
ing His parables and teachings. He watched Jesus’ service to others
and was sent out to practice serving others too.

He felt the joy of Jesus’ praise and the sting of His corrections.
All these things were helping shape and mold the clay that would
become the powerful apostle Peter. And those same experiences
were training him for the job Jesus promised him in the Kingdom
of God—to be king of one of the tribes of Israel (Luke 22:29-30)!

Jesus gave two final commands to Peter: “Feed My sheep” and
“Follow Me” (John 21:17, 19). The biblical record is of a man who
did both of those things throughout the rest of his life.

The incredible thing is, the training program God used for Peter
is also available to us through the Bible and living the Christian life
today. Peter’s last recorded words to Christ’s sheep were the encour-
agement for us to also follow the same training program: “Grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:18).

Christ’s loyal subjects

In 6,000 years of recorded history, there have been few times of
real justice, happiness and peace between people. And there have
been even fewer times when people truly obeyed their Creator God.
Living the way of “get” described in the last mini-study has led
humanity along a downward spiral, threatening our very existence.

As we have seen in the last two studies, things will change!
Jesus Christ will take over as King. His laws will become the con-
stitution of the coming Kingdom of God. But these two elements
are not enough. The citizens themselves must change. The trans-
formation of rebellious humanity into the peaceful subjects of the
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Kingdom of God is a fascinating story. It’s a story that can begin
today—with you!

» What will people’s predominant attitudes and actions be
in the last days before Jesus Christ’s second coming?

“But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:
For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying
its power. And from such people turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked;
who can know it?”” (Jeremiah 17:9).

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way
of death” (Proverbs 14:12).

“As it is written: ‘There is none righteous, no, not one; there is
none who understands; there is none who seeks after God. They
have all turned aside; they have together become unprofitable;
there is none who does good, no, not one.” “Their throat is an open
tomb; with their tongues they have practiced deceit’; ‘the poison
of asps is under their lips’; ‘whose mouth is full of cursing and bit-
terness. ‘“Their feet are swift to shed blood; destruction and misery
are in their ways; and the way of peace they have not known.’
‘There is no fear of God before their eyes™ (Romans 3:10-18).

Because the selfish way of “get” so thoroughly fills the world,
people do not even realize that thinking and doing what “seems
right” to them is actually producing the world’s problems. They
want peace but live in ways that make peace impossible. And
matters will only worsen as the end draws nearer.

» What will be the state of humanity when Christ returns?
“For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been
since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall

be” (Matthew 24:21).

“But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues,
did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not
worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood,
which can neither see nor hear nor walk. And they did not repent
of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or
their thefts” (Revelation 9:20-21).

Human rebellion will bring the worst time of trouble the world
has ever seen. It will be worse than the Inquisition, the pogroms,
the genocides or the Holocaust. Yet even through the plagues and
troubles, people will refuse to repent, and nations will even try to
fight Christ at His return! But at the end of it all, the remnant of
humanity still alive will be ready to surrender, and they will be in
great need of healing in body, mind and spirit.

» Whom will Jesus Christ rule, and what will they come to see?

“Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that
all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His domin-
ion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and His
kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14).

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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“O Lorp, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in the day of

» What other jobs should we be preparing to help with in the

affliction, the Gentiles shall come to You from the ends of the earth Kingdom of God?

and say, ‘Surely our fathers have inherited lies, worthlessness and
unprofitable things’” (Jeremiah 16:19).

“No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man
his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,” for they all shall know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LorD. For

When Jesus asked Simon to leave his
fishing nets behind and become one of His
“fishers of men,” he entered a remarkable
time of training and transformation.

I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more”
(Jeremiah 31:34).

All people will finally come to know that all human ways and
traditions are worthless. Eventually each person will be able to
learn God’s way and have a personal relationship with God.

» Who will help Jesus Christ teach and rule the people?

“But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom, and
possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever” (Daniel 7:18;
see also Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21).

Jesus Christ will have His transformed followers assist Him in
teaching and caring for all people. All those set apart in this age by
the gift of God’s Spirit are known as saints (Romans 1:7; 5:5).

» What specific jobs in the Kingdom of God are mentioned
in the Bible?

“David My servant shall be king over them [the Israelites],
and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My
judgments and observe My statutes, and do them. Then they shall
dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My servant, where your
fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they, their children, and
their children’s children, forever; and My servant David shall be
their prince forever” (Ezekiel 37:24-25 ; see also Jeremiah 30:9).

“So Jesus said to them [His 12 apostles], ‘Assuredly I say to you,
that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne
of His glory, you who have followed Me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel”” (Matthew 19:28).

Notice that in the Kingdom of God, King David will reign over
all Israel and each of the 12 apostles will rule over individual tribes
of Israel—so there will be a tiered structure of governance.

“. .. Your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore,
but your eyes shall see your teachers. Your ears shall hear a word
behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it, whenever you turn
to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left” (Isaiah 30:20-21).

“And so it was that when he [a nobleman representing Jesus in a
parable] returned, having received the kingdom, he then commanded
these servants, to whom he had given the money, to be called to him,
that he might know how much every man had gained by trading. Then
came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.” And
he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful
in a very little, have authority over ten cities.” And the second came,
saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’ Likewise he said to
him, “You also be over five cities’” (Luke 19:15-19).

The Bible lists future responsibilities such as teaching people
God’s ways and serving them as rulers over cities. God’s people
have the challenge to train now for those future responsibilities!

» How do we prepare to serve in God’s Kingdom?

“. .. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ . . .” (2 Peter 3:18).

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My
throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His
throne” (Revelation 3:21).

“But Jesus called them [His disciples] to Himself and said to
them, ‘You know that those who are considered rulers over the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority
over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires
to become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever
of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many’” (Mark 10:42-45).

To be able to teach and help others to live God’s way in the future,
we must learn and practice His ways now. To help others overcome
sin and transform their lives, we must overcome sin and transform
our lives. To serve Jesus and others effectively in the future, we must
learn to serve them now. Jesus Christ will bring a way of peace and
real joy that will spread to all people around the world. He wants us
to now be training to help Him in that most wonderful work. Now
is the time for you to accept that challenge!

Apply what you’ve learned now

In the last mini-study we looked at God’s command for Israelite
kings to write out a copy of God’s laws and to read them regularly
(Deuteronomy 17:18-20). Writing down scriptures can help empha-
size what we are studying, and thinking deeply about God’s words
can help us keep the right perspective.

Last time we asked you to write out the first four commandments.
Today, take the time to write down the last six of the Ten Com-
mandments from Exodus 20:12-17. These six commandments deal
with our relationships with other people and help explain how to
“love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39).

After writing down these six commandments, 4
take time to reread them and to think about how
to apply them every day. You will find a chapter
about each of these commandments in our free
booklet The Ten Commandments, which you’ll find
very helpful in your further study of this subject.
Download or request your free copy today! GN
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s he did every day, the father walked
from his home to the small hill
where he could look down the
road and see for several miles. He
always thought, and hoped, that he
would see a familiar figure heading his way.

His thoughts were always the same—a
mixture of longing, of hope and of regret.
When he failed to see what he’d hoped, he
would turn and go about the business of the
day. There was always work to be done. But
there was also the empty place created by
the one who a long while back had chosen
to leave and go far away from his home.

The father remembered the day his son
left the family. The young man wanted his
portion of inheritance to go out on his own
and make an independent life. It would cre-
ate a hardship to divide off his portion ear-
lier than planned. But the father did it, with
regret, but knowing it was the only thing
that could be done. His son would learn
life’s hardest lesson no other way.

Watching him go was the most difficult
moment of the father’s life, knowing that
his son wasn’t prepared for life and that
he wouldn’t listen to him for instruction or
wisdom. When would he return? And when
he did, could the family environment be
the same?

This is the story Jesus Christ told in Luke
15, commonly known as the parable of the
prodigal son. It recounts a son’s departure
from his father’s home, the lessons he
learns, and his return, wiser for the experi-
ence. It is also the story of a family’s jour-
ney to reconciliation.

Families are the foundation of life. The
biblical family is the model on which God
is building a spiritual family of glorified
sons and daughters. This parable tells of a
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son who was lost and then found. While it
shows many details about a family, in the
end one truth stands out—a father’s patient
endurance for the son he loves.

The story in brief

Let’s review the account. A man had
two sons. One day the younger came to
him with a demand: He wanted an early
disbursement of his inheritance. Despite the
likely hardship that would come in taking
this money from the estate, the father gave
the son his portion. So off the young man
went, into another life.

He traveled, it says, to a far country.

- Parables

- and Restoration-
the Story of the Prodigal Son

What can we learn from Jesus Christ’s parable of the prodigal son?
In a world of broken relationships, it teaches us a lesson of deep
love and hope. by Darris McNeely

living beyond his means reduced him to
doing manual labor for a daily wage. Using
all the material enticements available to us
today, it’s easy to imagine how his money
could’ve easily disappeared. A new car or
expensive motorcycle. Costly meals. Enter-
taining and spending money on people
whose friendship was dependent on his
ample bank account—their friendship
lasting only as long as he had money.

After working at a job that paid little and
gave no satisfaction, he began to evaluate
his situation. He was barely making enough
money to buy food. It seems the animals
that he fed ate better than he. No money.
No friends. No good prospects.

A breakdown of relationships

What would you do in such a situation?
Would pride prevent you from returning
home or restoring a relationship? Would

God the Father stands waiting for the time when each of
His children will at last realize the need for a lasting and
satisfying relationship with Him.

Distance in a relationship is not always
measured in miles. It would seem the
distance in this relationship had grown to
become quite vast long before he left the
family home. The son no longer wanted to
live under his father’s roof.

Did he no longer respect his father? Had
some longstanding unresolved tension
between the two led to a severing of rela-
tions to where they could no longer “walk
together” (Amos 3:3)?

The story allows almost anything to
be read into it to provide an explanation.
Father-son relations are beautiful to behold
but also at times complex. Could it be that
the son had emotionally left the home long
before he physically walked out the door?

In time the son burned through his
money and found himself penniless. High

stubbornness push you toward self-
destructive behavior such as addiction to
drugs or alcohol? Or perhaps you might feel
your parent no longer loved you and would
not want you back.

Perhaps you actually find yourself at
present in a position similar to that of the
son in the parable. You have been estranged
from a parent or friend and feel you cannot
return to him or her. You can’t bring your-
self to pick up the phone or reach out and
begin to mend a broken relationship.

It’s a sad feature of life today. We’re con-
nected by so much social media yet can’t
always connect at the deepest level of love
and meaning. You can have hundreds, even
thousands, of “friends” on Facebook but
be all alone in your life at the most critical
moments. It’s vital to have friends and those

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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A key lesson of the parable of the prodigal son
is that there is always hope for reconciliation.

we can talk with to receive counsel, encour-
agement and support. It also takes effort to
keep the lines of communication open.

Returning to Christ’s story, it now
reaches the most critical point. The young
man comes to himself when he realizes the
servants in his father’s home have plenty of
food and don’t go hungry. He says, “I will
arise and go to my father, and will say to
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you™ (Luke 15:18).

Imagine the moment of humility. He’s
at the end of his rope. All his natural con-
fidence is gone. He realizes he can’t go
forward on his own. He knows that he must
return home. The journey is now at its most
crucial moment.

It’s never too late

How many of you are waiting for a child
to return to you and your home—back to
a relationship that may have been severed
long ago? You think back over the long
months and years—Iost time that cannot
be regained. Yet you haven’t lost hope. You
wait for a letter, an e-mail, a call or to hear
footsteps on the path to your house. You
know that someday it will happen, you just
don’t know when. A day doesn’t go by that
you don’t think about your child.

The news recently carried a story about
an 87-year-old man who was reunited with
his daughter after 40 years. He had divorced
her mother when the daughter was four, and
he last saw her when she was 12. For more
than 40 years he didn’t see his child.

She grew up, married, had children and
grandchildren. One day she called him

on the phone and said, “This is Donna,
your daughter.” The man discovered he
had a family he knew nothing about. He
quickly agreed to meet and began making
up for lost time, knowing time could not be
regained but determined not to allow any
more to be lost.

That is how it will be one day for those
who wait. That is what this parable is talking
about. The prodigals will return. They will
come to a moment of clarity and say: “I want
a relationship once again with those who love
me and pray for me. I need to go home!”

A message about deep love

Jesus Christ gave this parable to encour-
age families. God’s great plan of salvation
is based on the family structure of a father
and mother and children born within the
love of a relationship based on His laws
governing the family. And the basis of that
law is love—the love of a parent for a child.

This parable shows the deep love of a
father for his lost son. I can imagine him
praying each day for his son’s return,
requesting God to guard him from harm,
asking God to help the son even when the
son’s behavior didn’t honor God. During
these prayers the understanding that God
wouldn’t suspend the law of consequences
didn’t keep him from asking for God’s
mercy and goodness on the lad.

This parable is also about each of us. God
the Father stands waiting for the time when
each of His children will at last realize the
need for a lasting and satisfying relationship
with Him.

The image of family reconciliation and
turning of hearts is quoted in one of the
great prophetic messages of the Old Testa-
ment (Malachi 4:6). This parable of the lost
son combined with this prophecy helps us
to understand God’s deep desire to bring
reconciliation within His creation. Together
these form a promise that you can take to
His throne of grace and claim in full faith.
When hearts turn to God, they will also
return to those human relationships that
have been broken through the years. You
can count on it.

Holding out hope

The parable of the lost son is a parable
for today. It offers hope for all who long for
reconciliation. Whether it be with a child, a
parent or a friend from the past, this story
points to hope. It teaches that even when
hope is deferred and the heart is sick, there
is the promise that hope will blossom into a
tree of life (Proverbs 13:12).

Imagine for a moment the day the father
goes out to the hill and at last sees his son
coming up the road. What joy and elation he
feels! His heart immediately reaches out to
his returning son, his feet quickly propelling
him forward to the exuberant embrace. Both
father and son are together again, the dis-
tance bridged and the time apart forgotten.

His years of hope and longing are
summed in the declaration, “This my son
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and
is found” (Luke 15:24).

You may think this is a good place to end.
But the story goes on. There is the reac-
tion of the older son. Remember him—the
one who stayed and honored his father and
worked to build the family business? At
first he wasn’t that happy over the return of
his brother. When he came home that day
and heard the noise from the celebration, he
wondered what it was all about. When he
heard his brother had returned home and a
banquet was being held in his honor, it was
more than he could handle.

He refused to join in the celebration.

On hearing of his son’s anger, the father
pleaded with him to join in welcoming
home his brother. But he couldn’t because,
as he put it: “These many years I have been
serving you; I never transgressed your com-
mandment at any time; and yet you never
gave me a young goat, that I might make
merry with my friends. But as soon as this
son of yours came, who has devoured your
livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted
calf for him” (verses 29-30).

Once again the father showed his wis-
dom: “Son, you are always with me, and
all that I have is yours. It was right that we
should make merry and be glad, for your
brother was dead and is alive again, and
was lost and is found” (verse 31-32).

The bond forged between the father and
the older son could never be broken. The
loyalty and dependability of the son here
had been proven beyond doubt. Such rela-
tionships need no party or grand demon-
stration of fact. Trust was simply there.

I like to imagine the two brothers recon-
ciling and their healed relationship becom-
ing stronger and enduring through the years.
The father lives on to see grandchildren run
through his home with shouts of joy and
fun. In his later years he thanks God for all
of his family, and in time he dies, full of
years and giving thanks to God with his last
breath for His goodness and grace.

There is always hope for reconciliation.
Pray for it and expect it. Never ever give up
on God! GN
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“Waiting for Marriage: What Do | Do Now?”

| really enjoyed the articles in the November-December issue. Especially
appreciated was Amanda Stiver’s article on being single. At age 68, collecting
social security, still single and with no prospects in sight, I'm not worrying about
“singleness.” But if someone had sat me down about age 18 and gone through
what was in Amanda’s article, possibly I'd be married now.

When | worked in a nursing home, | found that well over half of the residents
had never been married, and it might well have been more. Keep in mind that
there are millions of single people who don’t have the social skills to attract
anyone and I'm one of them. If you're wondering, nobody has ever introduced
me to a lady, invited me to a party or any other social event.

Reader from South Dakota

Thank you for your courageous and frank letter, which helps present a more
complete picture of what it's like for some to be single. As you State, developing
social skills is essential. Our free booklet Making Life Work may help you and other
readers (See www.Licg.org/booklets). For our younger readers ages 12-22, we
also suggest a free subscription to Vertical Thought, our youth magazine. It's also
available for everyone to download or read online at www. VerticalThought.org.

Kingdom of God articles

| am absolutely delighted about The Good News magazine that you kindly
send me. After receiving it today, | have already embarked on the avid read-
ing of the first 20 pages. And | can say that the articles helped me clarify and
understand much of the message in the Bible about the Kingdom of God. | will
visit your website for sending a donation.
S.S., Norwich, England

The articles about the Kingdom of God have been expository and revealing.
Thank you for this blessing.
0.A., County Cork, Ireland

I've been reading your magazine for many years. I've always loved reading
all your articles. | read them to my husband. We read “What Is the Kingdom of
God?” [pages 4 to 7]. Then when we came to page 16 of “Your Down Payment
on Divinity” by Jerold Aust, | was shocked by what | read. When he talked about
the Holy Spirit in John 16:5-7, he put “it” in the place of “Him” which is in the
Bible, King James Version and New Living Translation. Why did he alter this?
Thank you so much for your reply to help me understand. I'd like to keep reading
and trusting in your magazine.

S.S., Colfax, Louisiana

Thank you for your commendable attitude and your honest question. You can
find a detailed explanation in our free booklet|s God a Trinity?—which we have
already mailed to you. The answer is on pages 58 and 59 in the section titled
“Why the Holy Spirit Is Sometimes Incorrectly Referred to as ‘He’ and ‘Him."”

Briefly, unlike English, the Greek language in which the New Testament
was written assigns a specific gender for every noun. Every object, animate
or inanimate, is designated as either masculine, feminine or neuter, and corre-
sponding pronouns such as “he,” “she” or “it” would be used. Often the gender

Visit The Good News on Facebook

Are you on Facebook? If so, visit our
Good News magazine page. See what
other readers are saying. Find links to
interesting articles and Web commen-
taries. Become a Good News magazine
Facebook fan!

| really enjoy The Good News maga-
zine. It gives a good understanding of
the Bible and highlights information not
given in mainstream Christian faiths. | -
highly recommend this magazine to all. l u

L]

Ll

- K.T, Good News magazine Facebook fan

www.facebook.com/GoodNewsMagazine
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is unrelated to whether the item is indeed masculine or feminine.

To use some modern examples, the French word for “book” s livre. It is of
the masculine gender and is referred to by a pronoun equivalent to the Eng-
lish “he” or “him.” Similarly, the Spanish word for “table,”\a mesa, has been
assigned the feminine gender. Of course, neither a book nor a table has any
real gender. You'll find a much more complete explanation in the Trinity booklet
mentioned above.

Kingdom of God Seminar

| attended a Kingdom of God Seminar in London this afternoon and found it
very informative. Unfortunately, | had to leave early to catch a coach home, just
as the question time was starting. | have found all your information trustworthy
and biblical.
A.E, Canterbury, England

Thank you for your kind comments. We will gladly inform you in advance of
the time and venue of the next seminar in London. In the meantime, you may
wish to request our free booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom andWhat Is Your
Destiny?

The Good News

| sit waiting my turn when visiting my eye doctor. So | reach for something
to read. Some years back, | came across The Good News magazine and have
been reading it ever since. The Good News has changed my life completely.
In your last issue you mentioned the seventh-day Sabbath. | am sending you
some money. | hope it helps.
V.R., Plainview, Texas

The gentleman from Texas may already have our free booklet Sunset to Sun-
set: God’s Sabbath Rest. Any of our readers may also download it or request
a printed copy. Contributions do help a great deal in sharing the message of
the gospel of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 24:14; 28:18-20). We sincerely
appreciate them.

| just wanted to let you know that | think The Good News is the best maga-
zine anywhere in the world today. And it just keeps getting better and better.
| have read all but five issues of what you have online, including those older

issues from earlier years.
B.J.L., Internet

Thank you for the subscription. | have enjoyed The Good News through the
years. It has educated me about the truth of what God expects of us. | saw my
first issue at a friend’s house. From there | grew to be sound in God’s Word.
Please forgive me for not really complimenting you for such a great job done
and a good ministry.

B.M., Commonwealth of Dominica

Your May-June issue touched my heart so much. | was reading it to my
husband and just started crying. It was so moving and educational for us during
this journey and time in our lives. It ministered directly to our situation. | am so
thankful for The Good News.

S. S., Internet

The Good News is not just a magazine to me. The documentation in each
issue is such worthwhile information that it brings transformation to serious
people. Thank you so much for your efforts.

V.V, India
The Ten Commandments

Thank you for your timely booklet The Ten Commandments. | can now say that
I understand better the purpose and intent of God behind the Bible. | have finally
come to the light. | have studied the Word of God over the past six to seven years
through Bible school and on my own. Your literature has made it all clear. Enclosed
you will find my personal check as a contribution toward your future efforts.
C.A.S., Phoenix, Arizona

You Can Understand Bible Prophecy
I have read your booklet about Bible prophecy, and | must say that it changed
the way | visualized the end time. | like the fact that it is backed up by words from

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org



Q: “I read your article “Whom Would Jesus Christ Choose to Be a
World Leader?” It is stated that sometimes God places leaders in
office. When one reads Colossians 1:15-16, Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter
2:13-14 and Daniel 2:21; 4:17, | have to conclude that God sets up
all world rulers. How do you square that circle?

L.C., Internet

A: While these scriptural passages do show that God has the capacity,
authority and the power to both set up rulers and remove them, they do not
actually say that He always exercises this power. Ultimately all things are
under our Creator’s overall sovereignty and He reserves the right to use it as
necessary to fulfill His purpose on earth.

A case in point is when God specifically intervened and raised up Cyrus
to be king over Persia to further the working out of His plan for the exiles
from the nation of Judah to return from Babylonia and rebuild Jerusalem
and the temple (Isaiah 44:28).

Although God the Father is “Lord of heaven and earth” (Matthew 11:25;
Acts 17:24), He has allowed Satan to remain on earth as “the god of this
age” (2 Corinthians 4:4) until Jesus Christ returns and orders him removed
from all authority and power (Revelation 20:1-3). Clearly the devil is the
on-site, behind-the-scenes ruler of this present world or age.

The apostle Paul referred to Satan as the “prince of the power of the
air” (Ephesians 2:2). Jesus called this evil being “the ruler of this world”
(John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). The devil even offered Jesus all the world’s
kingdoms if He would only fall down and worship him (Matthew 4:9).

Jesus totally rejected Satan’s offer (verse 10), but He did not dispute the
implication that the devil had these kingdoms to give.

God does not tempt or influence anyone to sin (James 1:13). But the
devil has shown himself to be a master at tempting people, beginning with
Eve in the Garden of Eden. Dictators and even democratic leaders are cer-
tainly no exceptions. The evidence of the devil’s work is everywhere on this
planet, and not least among rulers. Just read your daily newspaper or watch
the news on television.

Of course, the Bible does teach us to respect and pray for our rulers, no
matter what their lifestyles happen to be (Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-3;

uestions & Answers

1 Peter 2:13-14). Apparently the corrupt tyrant Nero was Roman emperor
when Paul gave this instruction to the Christians in Rome.

One of the spinoffs of sin is confusion, and God is certainly not the
author of confusion, wanting mankind—especially Christians—to do
everything in proper order (1 Corinthians 14:33, 40). It is Satan who is
the author of the chaos and confusion we see in our world and its govern-
ments! (To learn more, download or request our free booklet /s There Really
a Devil?)

Another basic principle we should all understand is that God has granted
human beings the power of choice—the capacity to exercise free will. Our
Creator always wants us to choose the right way (Deuteronomy 30:19), but
just as He allowed Adam and Eve to eat of the forbidden fruit, so He also
has allowed their descendants to choose the wrong way and then suffer the
inevitable consequences. As was pointed out in the article, God allowed the
Israelites to have a human king when they sinfully demanded it (1 Samuel 8).

It is true, as the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar came to admit, “that
the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, gives it to whomever He will,
and sets over it the lowest of men” (Daniel 4:17), but we should understand
this in the sense that God exercises overall direction to ensure that His
great purposes are worked out on earth, including the fulfillment of
promises and prophecies He has given.

Although God has made a number of major exceptions during this
present age of man, He has largely adopted a “hands-off” policy so that
humanity in general will eventually learn through hard experience that we
desperately need Jesus Christ to come and directly reign over us. Christ is
the King and Ruler in the life of true Christians now, but after He returns He
will establish the Kingdom of God over all nations in the direct sense of a
ruling world government.

In the meantime, God Almighty has and exercises the power to move
the pieces on the chessboards of history and prophecy so that the overall
human experience fuffills His plan and purpose for mankind. Our free book-
lets God'’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind and What
Is Your Destiny? outline the whole plan of God, adding many details. You
can download or request both from our website at www.GNmagazine.org/
booklets.

the Bible itself, and | now see My Redeemer differently than before. Thank you
for giving me the knowledge in this booklet. | would like to read more of your
literature, and | would like another copy of this booklet to give to friends.

PC., Internet

Reader comments from Canada

| am writing to thank you for all the help and information that you send me,
and would like to receive more of your booklets. Some of the people for which
| request your booklets do not have a home or address of their own. Yet they
want more information, as they live in a shelter day by day, receiving some food
from food banks or wherever. | am trying to help these people as much as | can.
Reader from Ontario

| got my latest issue of The Good News and was expecting to find my letter
in the Letters From Our Readers feature. | thought it was a good letter in that it
was about “Sex and the Young Christian.” | sent my letter to Cincinnati, Ohio, as
directed in the magazine.
Reader from Ontario

Thanks for sending us your comments—and for writing again. Please

unaerstand, though, that we receive many letters and have room for only a
small selection. But feel free to write us again. Readers can also send com-
ments on Good News articles to our office nearest them (in your case in
Canada). See addresses on page 2.

Comment from the Maldives

| would like to cancel my Good News subscription and any other publications
as | live in a majority Muslim country. | will continue to view your publication
online. Thank you for your support and hard work in sending the magazine for
all those long years.
Reader from Maldives

Thank you for your kind comments. We understand your circumstances and
have removed your name from our active subscription list.

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters
to The Good News, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.,
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,
state or province, and country).
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Men and Women of

Steeland
Velvet

When should we show tenderness and bigheartedness—the “velvet”
qualities? And when should we be like steel—firm and resolute?

by Mario Seiglie

s author Aubrey Andelin noted in
his book Man of Steel and Velvet,
only one human being ever fully
modeled the best aspects of firm
determination and gentle caring,
though a few others have set admirable
examples: “Christ stands alone. None can
be compared to Him. However, in a mod-
est way other great men have left a mark
that will not be forgotten. Such is Abraham
Lincoln, who was described by [his biogra-
pher] Carl Sandburg as possessing qualities
of steel and velvet [see quote at the top of
the next page] . . .

“Lincoln demonstrated then and now
how a person can possess both a will of
iron and a heart of tenderness. Nothing
deterred the president during the American
Civil War from his ‘noble’ cause, and few
persons have ever endured more criticism
and detractors than Lincoln. Yet he was
no more a man of steel than one of velvet”
(1972, p. 15).

How can we tell when it’s the right time
to be tender (apply the velvet qualities) ver-
sus firm (the steely characteristics)? After
all, if the velvet approach is used when the
steel would be better, we could end up with
a colossal failure on our hands. And we
shouldn’t confuse an iron will with hard-
headed stubbornness.

Part of what made Abraham Lincoln great
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was his discernment of when to apply steel
and when to use velvet. Likewise, true godly
character can be defined as doing the right
thing at the right time and for the right reason.
Motivational author Steve Groodier
wrote: “Another courageous American,
Martin Luther King, Jr. some hundred years
later [after Lincoln’s death], encouraged
us to exhibit tough minds and soft hearts
... not the other way around. Be mentally
tough; your resolve and determination will

Consider first his “velvet” side. Abra-
ham and his nephew Lot had difficulties
with their livestock grazing together. Since
Abraham was the head of the clan, he had
the first choice of picking the best land to
graze. But Abraham graciously allowed
Lot to have first pick of where to live, being
happy to settle for second. Lot chose the
verdant, well-watered Jordan plain, while
Abraham was left with the more arid,
mountainous terrain. It was quite a sacrifice
for Abraham, but he showed his “velvet”
side (see Genesis 13:7-12).

On the other hand, when the occasion
arose, Abraham applied his “steely” side.
After hearing that a coalition of kings
defeated the kings from where Lot settled

There are dozens of men and women of steel and velvet
in the Bible—their examples make a good study for young
men and women who want to develop these qualities.

overcome great obstacles along life’s path.
But let your heart be soft; your compassion
and love will make the journey worth it”
(“Men of Steel and Velvet,” Life Support
Systems Newsletter, Dec. 1, 2009, p. 1).

In the Bible God developed men and
women of steel and velvet through the tests
and trials He let them face. Let’s note a few
examples.

Abraham—a man of steel and velvet

Throughout his life, the biblical patriarch
Abraham showed both steel and velvet in
his character.

and had kidnapped him, Abraham took a
few hundred of his servants and ambushed
the victorious rulers in a daring night raid.
Abraham defeated them, rescued Lot and
returned the plunder to the king of Sodom
(see Genesis 14:14-15). That took enormous
strength of will and courage!

Esther—a woman of steel and velvet

This young lady showed her steel and vel-
vet qualities while facing the greatest test of
her life—which included the possible exter-
mination of all her people, the Jews.

The Persian king had removed his for-

Visit us at www.VerticalThought.org
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“Not often in the story of mankind
does a man arrive on earth who is
both steel and velvet, who is as hard
as rock and soft as drifting fog,

Library of Congress

mer queen and used a “beauty contest” to
replace her. Esther showed her velvet attri-
butes by humbly accepting advice from the
palace eunuch. She displayed grace and a
modest beauty that won the king’s heart
(Esther 2:15-17). She was then crowned as
the new queen of the great Persian Empire.

But Esther’s inner steel came to play
when the king’s right-hand man persuaded
him to issue a death sentence against all
the Jews in the kingdom (neither knowing
that Esther was a Jew).

Persian law held that even the queen
couldn’t talk with the king unless she was
invited. If she presented herself uninvited
before the king, she would be immediately
executed—unless the king intervened
(which seemed unlikely!).

After fasting for three days, Esther coura-
geously went before the king. He did inter-
vene, sparing her life, and asked her what
she desired. Esther showed her velvet side
again by not revealing her dire situation
until it was the right moment.

She invited the king and Haman, the
king’s chief counselor who was behind the
Jewish death sentence, to a private din-
ner. She built suspense that intrigued and
delighted the king. Then she coyly invited
them to a second private banquet.

By this time, the king was beside him-
self to please her, and it was only then
that she revealed that she, being a Jew,
was going to die because of Haman’s plot
against her people. The king was filled
with rage. Instead of Esther and her people
perishing, it was actually Haman and all
the enemies of the Jews who were killed
(Esther 9:5).

who holds in his heart and mind the

—Carl Sandberg, joint session of
Congress marking the 150th anniver-
sary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth, Feb.
12, 1959, Congressional Record, Vol.
105, p. 2,265.

If you want to see a great summary
of a woman'’s steel and velvet qualities—
of strength, gentleness, firmness and
compassion—read Proverbs 31:10-31.

Ultimate steel and velvet

The perfect example of the man of steel
and velvet is Jesus Christ. Notice His vel-
vet qualities: “Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden
is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

Jesus displayed His steely side when
dealing with the greedy money changers
at the temple: “Then Jesus went into the
temple of God and drove out all those who
bought and sold in the temple, and over-
turned the tables of the money changers
and the seats of those who sold doves. And
He said to them, ‘It is written, “My house
shall be called a house of prayer,” but you
have made it a den of thieves™ (Matthew
21:12-13).

There are dozens of men and women of
steel and velvet in the Bible—like Moses,
Joshua, Deborah, Ruth, David, the proph-
ets, and many men and women of the New
Testament. Their examples would make
a very good Bible study for young men
and women who want to develop these
qualities of steel and velvet.

God wants you to, but do you personally
want to become a man or women of steel
and velvet? I can guarantee that if you
choose to pursue this aim, it will be one of
the best decisions you’ll ever make! GN
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name more than three or four of them.
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learned what the Ten Commandments
are all about? Those who take the
time to study them find they’re not

a list of “Thou shalt nots,” but are in
fact God'’s guide to a truly fulfilling life.
That’s why the Bible calls them “the
royal law” and “the law ofliberty.”

There’s much more to these com-
mands than meets the eye. They’re
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