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At a Glance

Internet Literature
Requests Up 58
Percent

Inthe 2004-2005 fiscal year, reque|
for The Good Newsagazine and othe
literature totaled 193,676 through t|
Internet. This is an increase of 58 pj
cent over last fiscal year,and a 171 p
cent increase over two years ago.

Beyond Today Program Vi

President Clyde Kilough said Oct. 6,that now is and of that which is to comg
“| am pleased to announce that th€l Timothy 4:8). We are pleased to ha
Council of Elders recently approved thea program name that is as visionary 4
name for the new video program (forthe gospel it conveys.”
both television and Internet) thatwe will - Plans are to begin recording the firg
soon begin producing at the home officefour programs during the third week o
We are going to call iBeyond Today: November. United’s new video progra
Understanding Your Future. will be aired on free cable-access co
“The main tittleBeyond Todagbvi-  munity TV stations, and “we will capi-
siously speaks to the hope we preach ddlize upon the latest streaming techna " -
r God's soon-coming Kingdom, but weogy to broadcast the message of Goc '@ new media center studio opens
hawill also focus on helping viewers graspKingdom on a new multimedia Web site?ith @ ribbon-cutting ceremony Nov. 4
ethe gospel's relevance to their liveshat will operate night and day;” saic(Photo by Dee Kilough)
etoday, how that ‘godliness is profitablePeter Eddington, Media and Communi- “Selecting a title was actually

deotapin

g to Begin

ed nearly 300 suggested titles!” said M|
Eddington. A Web site domain name ha
been secured, www.beyondtoday.tv, an
also a toll-free telephone number witt
“TODAY” in the numbers.

Using “Understanding Your Future”
with the video program will help tie it
together withThe Good Newsubtitled
“A Magazine of Understanding”) and
Vertical Though{"A Magazine of Un-
derstanding for Tomorrow’s Leaders”).

“Please continue to pray for the suc
cess of this new endeavor as we wol
a

for all things, having promise of the life cations Services operation manager. tremendous challenge, and we evaluasee “Video,” page 2

Our advertising at Yahoo.com is still

working very well. We receive new sup-
scribers for around $1.75 each, and these
are usually people who have browged
our Web site and understand the type of
literature they will receive. Yahoo is al$o
partnering with most other major search
engines on the Internet, and so our Key-

word listings appear in many places.

We have also begun using Google’'s
keyword advertising tools. Betwee!

these two companies, we blanket
Internet. We had more than 20 milli
impressions of our ads in July, compaj
to under 5 million impressions last Ju
Peter Eddingtor

2004-2005 Media
Stats Announced

Media and Communications Servidg
operation manager Peter Eddington
vided the following statistics to th
Council of Elders in August:

e Total incoming mail from al
sources was 512,336 pieces, a 10

cent increase over the 2003-2004 figcal members’ batteries for the coming year. Many reports Reports on 55 sites are included in this issue, beginnir)

year. We are now processing aroy

50,000 pieces of mail a month.
490,777 individual pieces of outg

ing literature were sent from the ho

office mail room through the fiscal yearfl\/|

This is a 9 percent increase over last
cal year. Millions of other pieceSlfe
Good News, United News, World Ne}

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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United Brethren Enjoy Feast at 59 Sites

=}

he

Quillano Sabello and Renante Angana perform at Davao City, Philippines, variety show (photo by Charles Macaraeg).
Right, people from the Baltic area with a few Americans at the Feast in Estonia (photo by \Wayne Stephens).

es  About 20,000 brethren celebrated the Feast at 59 Uribout the good examples of members and their childre|
ro- ed sites around the world. The 11 U.S. Feast sites reportSeveral firsts: It was the first time the brethren in Zam
e ed ahighest attendance figure of 11,398.

The Feast reports include themes such as preparinthiebrethren in Ghana were together for the first time.

help others in the Kingdom and unity, and many men- At least 36 baptisms were reported at nine Feast site

per- tion the importance of Feast fellowship in rechargingnd two deacons and three elders were ordained.

nd also include comments from hotel and convention staff page 9. We hope to have the other reports nextissue.

bia had electricity and running water at the Feast, and 3

Africa Conference
Proves Profitable

Sept. 6 and 7 a conference was he
at the home office for the three areas i
Africa that are administered from the
United States: East Africa (represente
by senior pastor John Elliott), Nigeria
(senior pastor Fred Kellers) and Ghar
(senior pastor Melvin Rhodes). Othe
ministers who have helped serve il
Africa and home office staff members
also attended.

Mr. Rhodes, senior pastor for Ghane
said: “The African conference was very
profitable. It was good for the pastor:
and others involved in Africa to get
together and discuss common problen
and challenges.

“Africais very fertile ground. Accord-
ing to a recent report in th@nancial
ITimes, 1,400 new denominations &

month are started across the continel
<Almost everybody wants to be a membe
ofachurch. Itis very common to see pex
(ple reading their Bibles wherever you gc
There are always lots of questions!
“Of course, not all of the people wha

n

0-
n

ﬁ embers Help Brethren Affected by Hurricanes

by Ken Giese and Jon Erickson 90,000 square miles, which is almosbus injuries. Most had some home g

WS as large as the United Kingdom. property damage, but even most of ti
The outpouring of care, concern, Hurricane Rita is on record as thewas relatively minor. The UCG Gool
contributions, offers of housing, food, strongest measured hurricane to evalorks Program “Katrina Disaste
clothes and supplies from the UCGhave entered the Gulf of Mexico, andRelief Project” was aimed at raisin
home office and members, and alsevas the third most intense hurricandunds for brethren impacted by Katri
from the community, has beenever in the Atlantic Basin. Rita also(and later Rita) to provide food, clotl
absolutely astounding! Scores ofstruck Florida before making landfalling, emergency shelter, transportati
Church members have been willing tas a Category 3 hurricane betweeand to aid attendance at Sabbath
open their homes, their hearts and theBabine Pass, Texas, and Johnson’s Baloly Day services. It raised more th
wallets to respond to these disasters. ou, Louisiana, on Sept. 24, leaving 125,000 and has been closed to f
Hurricane Katrina, which first made death toll of 119 (as of Oct. 3). Manyther contributions, as needs are 1
landfall north of Miami, Florida, as a areas in Louisiana, including Newexpected to top this total.
Category 1 hurricane on Aug. 25, andrleans, that were affected by Katrina The home office appointed Ke|
again on Aug. 29 near New Orleansyvere also affected by Rita. Giese, regional pastor in the are
Louisiana, as a Category 4 hurricane, affected by Katrina and Rita, as UC
was the most destructive and costliedBrethren Blessed relief coordinator to oversee that t

natural disaster in the history of the With such widespread and intensespecific relief help provided to brethre

United States. The death toll was neatestruction and loss of life, UCG mem-matched their needs in a timely w.
1,337 and damage is estimated at ovéers in the affected areas were blessed
$200 billion. The damaged areas coveny God to not suffer loss of life or seri-See “Hurricanes,” page 2

contact us are being called by God. Ju
like people in the West, many want tc
follow God but do not want to obey
Him or live His way. The challenge for
rus is to serve those who genuinely ai
hbeing called, while not allowing the
dothers to divert our attention.
r “Africa is a unique continent with
cproblems that are also unique. By mee
ding together, we were able to discus
-better and more efficient ways of serv
ping the people theren
8
al .
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At a Glance

Continued from page 1

and Prophecy, \ertical Thougktg.) are
mailed directly from various printers.
111,500 copies of thible Study

Coursewere reprinted during the year+fiscal year, offering theBible Study scribers back on the list.
some of all 12 lessons. This all equite:.

to 1.1 million total copies printed so fi
« 11 percent oBible Study Course
graduates are either coworkers

Subscriber Letters Help Develop Relationship With Readers

A subscriber development letterCourseand two booklets. In December 2004, a subscribefFor 2005-2006, subscribers will hea
offering Marriage and Family: The  InApril 2005 we did something new development letter was sent to 125,006om us at least nine times—six issue
Missing Dimensiomvas mailed to the for us: We sent an offer to 95,000 for-Good Newseaders offering thBible of The Good Newand probably three
largest list yet, to 200,000 U.S. housemer U.SGood Newsubscribers who Study Courseand we have had 9,627 subscriber development letters. In add
holds. have not renewed their subscriptions tpeople request the course—a 7.7 petion, coworkers and donors receivt

As of Sept. 30, 18,776 responsesee if we could woo them back. Wecent response. additional mailings and letters, anc
were received, a 9.39 percent responsbave received 6,357 responses—a 6.7 Often, donations and further com-about 12,450 readers have signed t

We hope to do three letters for thigpercent response to add some old subsitment come as a result of these pefer monthly e-letters.
sonal offers of literature and contact. Peter Eddington

r.

«

ing directly with theBeyond Today inventory, the radio program, etc.  ented in the computer field, and will be

rWdeo’ continued from page 1 video program. Therefore, Clint Porter “We believe that he will more than a great fit for the growing needs of th

[o]

donors, and 95 percent of them hawdiligently to preach the gospel messageis being hired as associate video prdsring the necessary experience and taldedia and Communication Service

ordered other pieces of literature beyqg
The Good NewandBSC In contrast,
only 2.8 percent of our entire subscri
base are coworkers or donors. Theref
it seems that ouBSCreaders are four
times more likely to make a donation|.

* Over 12,400 response<3dl Radio
have been received in five years.

* Print promotions for th&Nmaga-
zine wentinto 9 million homes (a 20 pt

cent increase over the 2003-2004 fisceéceive from the Red Cross, FEMA orto return home to Louisiana.
year), with 72,003 new subscriberinsurance payments. Local pastors in Brethren from Florida donated a ca
being added to our files. The overall cpshe affected areas are assisting in thie the family, filled it with household

per response was $3.65.

« For the 2005-2006 fiscal year, our UCG efforts to locate members and Dozens of brethren have offereq
print advertising model calls for reachdetermine what help they needed washelter for members displaced by Ka
ing over 4.9 million households with thehandled by the pastors in the affectedna. A few of the members have tel
expectation of adding over 50,000 newareas of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alaba-porarily relocated (some permanentl
GNsubscriptions, particularly targetingma, Florida and Texas.

younger demographics.

* World News and Propheayas | New Orleans, Covington
being sent to 34,821 subscribers as ahd Laurel Area

July—a 33 percent increase.

* The 2004-2005 Operation PlarOrleans and Covington, Louisiana; angerhaps seven. In addition, almost a:

called for 5,000 copies of each issug
Vertical ThoughtlInterest in this ne!

publication was far beyond expectationsacting members. As of late SeptembeMississippi incurred some type of damMembers from Houston, Texas,

with a current print run of 18,800!

Elder Ordained

rehid Mr. Eddington.

ducer to take on Mr. Thornton’s currentents to the job,” said Mr. Kilough in area.”

responsibilities. announcing the hire. “He has a degree Mr. Porter and his wife, Joy (nee
dlew Hire Mr. Porter’s job will include the reg- in mass communications, plus broadtaBissoniere, a 2002 ABC graduate
re,Video producer Clay Thornton will ular sermon tape program, speciatast radio station managementand prare moving to the home office from th
be devoting much of his time to work-educational videos, tape dubbinggramming experience. He is very talKnoxville, Tennessee, congregatiom

work crews to help brethren with thei
needs and will continue to do so whil
there’s work to be done.

Houston members are furnishing thEEEmmm,
home with necessities and will contin:
rand was coordinated with what theyue to assist the family until they are abl

“Hurricanes,” continued from page 1

Mobile, Geneva and
Pensacola Area

Harold Rhodes, pastor of the Mobile
and Geneva, Alabama; and Pensaco
Florida, congregations was able ti
locate all members, including thost
from Mississippi. Many, if not most,
homes along the Mississippi Gul
Coast were destroyed, and Mobile
Alabama, had the worst flooding ir
many years. Most of the members he
some damage to their homes and prc
erty, and some had non-member rel
tives who lost everything.

One family, who lost their apart-
ment to storm damage in Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi, was relocated to Auguste
Georgia, where a brother is in ree

effort. items and delivered it to Houston!

to other areas due to job transfers ag
result of Katrina. The funds donated b
the Church have helped immensel
with relocation costs.
Andy Burnett, pastor of the New Six members’ homes were flooded:;
John Baggett and daughter, Chris

dfaurel, Mississippi, congregations wasof the brethren who live in CovingtonRojhillio, UCG members from Slidell,
assisted by Rick Avent, elder, in con-and New Orleans and eastward throucLouisiana, were Katrina evacuees.

all members (except for one) had beeage to their homes or property, be provided use of this home and
located and were safe. from fallen trees or wind damage witrmembers from Florida provided the
We have been able to temporarilysubsequent water damage from railcar (photo by Thomas Henager) estate and is helping them get settle
relocate to Houston one family whoThe clean-up efforts are colossal, but in a house. The Red Cross is helpir
had flooding in their home on the norththe brethren are up to the task. mid-October, we still had a few them with a motel room until they car

Dempsey Bruton Il was ordained arshore of Lake Pontchartrain. A mem- Concerning the rest of the brethrenbrethren who were waiting to have treeget settled. In Ocean Springs, Missis
elder on Oct. 4. He and his wife, Susatber in Houston opened up a home thatith the exception of those whoseremoved from their houses. Many stillsippi, one member family receivec

serve the Williamsburg, Virginia, co
gregation.

-was on the market and invited the famhomes were flooded, all have returnethad debris to be removed from their

ily to stay there as long as necessario their homes and all have power. As oproperty. Locally, we have mobilizedSee “Hurricanes,” page 5

E-mail Updates Show
Significant Growth

As of June 2005 we had 10,680 Slﬂt United News (ISSN 1088-8020) is published monthly except April and October by the United Church
i

scribers to our www.ucg.org Web s

updates, a 12 percent increase OVeTin any form without written permission is prohibited. Periodicals Postage paid at Milford, Ohio 45150,
year ago. This service provides our useand at additional mailing offices. Canada Post publications mail agreement number 1487167.

with the latest new items on our site.
addition, there are 7,662 people rece
ing UCG member updates, which gjy

our members updates of Church new.

and other important developments.
The Vertical Thoughtmagazine e
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mail update alerts teens and young adufggcinnati, 0H 45254-1027

to new material posted at www.ver
calthought.org and links to new mate;
al as it becomes available. We have 1,
current subscribers to this service (a
percent increase over a year ago).
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An exciting development is the NUM-g,yuas: urited church o God, PO Box Nes73, Nassau,

ber ofGood Newseaders who are noy
signed up to receive our monttigN
Reader e-Letter” At present we hal
12,457—a very encouraging 21 percg
increase. Samples of what d8ood

See “News at a Glance,” page 23

Bahamas. Phone: (242) 324-3169 Fax: (242) 364-5566
BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God-British Isles, P.0. Box
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=r%f(i? Fax: 020 8386 1999
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SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, PO. Box 3535. 111 74,
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SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa,
P.0. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box
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Internet access on your computer:

The United Church of God, an International Association, has
a home page on the Internet's World Wide Web. The address
http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church's Canadian Web
site, http:/Awww.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site,
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site,
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web site,
http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site,
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern
Africa Web site.
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Caring for the Called Through Correspondence

by Cecil E. Maranville

info@gnmagazine.org mailboxes, fromservices we provide, we still receivemonitoring and reporting on trends andninority of surface PCD mail. One of
which Terri Eddington in the home approximately 100 letters by surfacenterests. the most common requests from me
A consequence of preaching theffice distributes it to a team of field pas-mail each month that require a personal Although we do not have a toll-freeand women who want to live God's way
gospel of Jesus Christ and the Kingdortors, who respond to each one. response. Alec Surratt and Barbargelephone line for subscribers, peoplef life is for a letter of support in their
of God is that some of our readers and Their replies are channeled back téntion, in the home office, read and notewill occasionally call the home office pursuit to keep the Sabbath, Holy Day

listeners contact us for further informa-#Mrs. Eddington, who proofreads thethe portions of these letters that requiravith questions of the type we handleand the food laws.
tion and guidance. A relationship develresponses with Mike Bennett and e-maila response. Wendy Lovelady faxes thertiirough the Personal Correspondence We send out many letters of encou
ops as we provide them with supplethem to the original sender from the offi-to Cecil Maranville, who answers them Department. These include chaplainagement to people who are dealing wi
mental publications to answer theircial UCG e-mail address. The messagesorking out of his home in Glendale,who want information on the Church,difficult trials. For example, we sent ¢
questions and to aid their Bible study. are signed by the ministers who answerizona. due to the application of an inmate forletter of encouragement to one of ot
Some questions cannot be answeretiem, establishing a personal contact He e-mails the answered letters bactime off for the Sabbath and Holy Daysreaders who asked for help a few montl
by literature alone and require a persorwith the people reaching out to us. Mrsto Mrs. Lovelady for proofreading, or for a pork-free diet. These telephon@go, because she is unable to overcol
al response from a United Church oEddington maintains a database orinting and mailing from the home calls are also routed to Mr. Maranville. smoking. She feared she has committr
God elder. Increasingly, those who heaanswers by topic. (See below for moreffice under the supervision of Richard the unpardonable sin. We also provic
our message contact us through e-maibn Internet Personal Correspondence d&&nelli, operation manager of Minister-Form Letters and counseling to subscribers who write fc
and we respond the same way. E-mailell asVertical ThoughPC.) ial Services. Mr. Maranville also main-Personalized Responses advice and guidance. Some other cou
comes to our info@ucg.org and Inadditionto the burgeoning Internettains a topical database for the sake of Many years ago, the Church had &eling situations this year include how
series of printed form letters that it sentother could improve her relationshij
in response to questions. By contrastyith her teen daughter and how a pe
. H H today we are able to personalize evergon could deal with her marriage breal

I nternet PC Hand I | ng QUGStIOﬂS From AI I OVEI‘ response. We have a complement of ovérg up.

300 form letters to assist our writers in - Our members often enjoy hearin
Internet Personal Correspondencson, Doug Johnson, Frank McCradygive them an accurate view of themanswering letters. These letters werabout the unusual requests we recei
was designed primarily to answer quesbave Mills, Steve Moody, Camilo selves and a positive view of thewritten and reviewed by ateam of elder3his year, we heard from a 90-plus-yea
tions from nonmembers who do notReyes, Earl Roemer, Larry Salyer, RexXuture.—Vernon Hargrove and approved by the Council of Eldersold asking about attending churck
have access to a pastor. We receive &exton, Gary Smith, Herb Teitgen, Lar-  “It reminds me of the days when welsing computers and the Internet, ouAnother octogenarian asked if she we
average of about 1,500 messages per Walker, Roger West and William were visiting prospective members on @riters incorporate information from thetoo old to attend! A teacher in Africa
month from our Web site e-mail addresswWinner. regular basis. They always had manform letters as appropriate, but alwaysnquired about ABC, having learned o
es. Approximately 100 to 120 of those In addition, Noel Hornor is helping questions to ask that were important timclude a personal touch. it from a newspaper in which his gro

are Internet PC e-mail questions thaanswer questions every month. Moréhem. | have conducted several loc
cover a broad range of subjects.

al Mr. Maranville generates a detailedceries were wrapped.

recently, some of our retired ministersBible studies for the members duringeport on the PCD activity every month, Subscribers asked various questiol

Most of these questions are doctringhave also begun to help with this task. which we simply dealt with some of thekeeping the administration abreast oébout the rapture doctrine all year long

in nature; however we also receive a
number of messages from individualdnternet PC Insights

questions that would come in over etrends. The president usually sharefcluding one who was thunderstruck b
mail. The members appreciated this, arlighlights of this report with the min- the revelation that the doctrine is false

who write in for encouragement and Many of the men who serve in thisoften found that questions were askeidtry and membership via the “HomeHe asked, “Are you absolutely sure?”

advice on how to deal with trials and dif-way have found that the PC experiencabout subjects that they had wonderedffice Updates.”

ficult situations in their lives. gives them a unique perspective, and about as well~Steve Moody

Inmate mail continues to be a sizeablgee “PC,” page 8

few have shared their insights: “Ilthas been areal pleasure to be a
A Sampling of Messages “Serving on the Personal Corresponef the Personal Correspondence teg
Recent messages asked how to fastence team has been very rewarding tover the last couple of years. It's a chg

Personal Correspondence Statistics

how to keep the Sabbath, when the Holyne. The thing that stands out in my mindenge to look at the questions that a Year ~ Surface “Snail” Mail Internet PC  Vertical ThoughtPC
Days are kept and whether baptism is that the Web is a very powerful andsubmitted and to seek to prayerfully arl 2000 756 462

necessary. Others took exception to oypervasive tool for preaching the gospehccurately give a reply. Some of th 2001 1,086 551

teachings on the second resurrection ariato all the world. We receive questionsjuestions are so heart-wrenching and { 2002 931 793

military service. One asked questiondrom people from every [inhabited] con-hope is to write a response that hopefi 2003 1,081 1,087

about ghosts and others asked for hetinent; some of them have only a limit-ly gives them some comfort, hope ¢ 2004 1,248 1,223 841
with marital problems. Here are acoupleed usage of English, but they areguidance for the question or challeng 2005* 719 937 518
interesting letters: intrigued by our message. Many of thenthat they are facing. More than anything “(through September)

“I just found out yesterday that youreflect limited understanding, but theyanswering questions for Personal Ci
existed. | am presently a Seventh-dagre searching. Our Web site will leadespondence has emphasized how d
Adventist who has been keeping God'shem to deeper understanding as theyerate this world is for answers to i
Holy Feast Days ever since | first reactontinue their studiesDave Mills spiritual questions=—Gary Smith
about them in the Bible nine years ago. “With the technology today, many of  “I have tried to improve my approacl
However, Seventh-day Adventists don’tus are able to sit in our own homes anend techniques to be able to relate in
keep the Feast days, so it has been lor@aswer questions that come from arounddually to each person who writes to U
ly for me. Imagine my joy to learn thatthe world and from most of the Unitedand to address each topic in a clear 4
you do keep them, and the Saturday Sal$tates. We respond to people we've newaring way, even if the reader obvious
bath! ... Will you please help me finder met about doctrinal issues and how tdisagrees with the specific teachings
you? | want to learn more . . " apply God's way of life to everyday liv- UCG. | have probably learned as mu

“I read the=undamental Beliefs of the ing. It's an awesome responsibility, ancbr more in researching and pondering
United Church of Godlhe topic that mentally stimulating, to write to people appropriate answer than the person as
really struck my mind was ‘Military Ser- on behalf of the Church-John Foster ing the question!
vice and War. . . 1 am seving in the mil- “Many of these individuals have dif- “There is the challenge in decidin:
itary since almost all Eritreans are in théerent and varying philosophical andhow much material to give to the read
army at this time due to the bloody wareligious beliefs from our own. We find and yet to encourage them to explore
with Ethiopia. . ourselves communicating with devoteeScriptures and our booklets more thg

from other beliefs who may not accepbughly to understand and own th
The Team our teachings of Christianity. They chal-answer themselves. Itis quite rewardi

The Internet PC team consists of 26enge us to prove our premise, somé get feedback from a reader wh
pastors who are on a monthly rotationaéven taunt us. expresses appreciation for th
list. They are responsible for writing a “This is a new manner of discussioranswer*—Herb Teitgen
personal response to each message tHey many of us, but it helps us to better “Answering PC Internet mail is &
receive, in addition to their regularunderstand the commission of going tehallenge each month as we recei
duties. all nations with the good news. It alsoquestions from all around the world

These men include: Gary Black,forces us to go back to the simplicity ofRegardless of where people live, God
Michael Blackwell, Randy D’'Alessan- the message and to the accuracy of th&ord applies to them. It keeps us awa|
dro, David Dobson, Dan Dowd, Bob biblical statements. It's all well worth the of what people want to know and shar|
Fahey, John Foster, Jim Haeffelegffort when some few reply and tell usens our ability to explain and defen
Michael Hanisko, Vernon Hargrove, how the words we spoke to them via th&od's way (1 Peter 3:15)*Roger West
Don Henson, Joe Horchak, David Johninternet helped to change their lives and Terri Eddington

A/ertical Answers for the Next Generation

Vertical ThoughPersonal Correspondend€TPC) has the opportunity
nanswer the questions of younger readers within and outside the Church g
di- TheVertical Thoughagazine was created to address the needs and cq
f the teen through young adult age group. As the circulation of the magazi
riihues to grow (both in print and online), we are finding a steady increase
ynumber of questions that are being asked by readers and their parents.
pfounger generations are very computer literate, nearly all of the questiens
Hical Thoughtare sent in via e-mail.
an We have ateam of 10 pastors who serve on a rotating basis to answer the
slknately 70 questions we receive each month. Andy Burnett, Todd Care
Clark, Tom Damour, David Dobson, Mike Hanisko, Doug Horchak, Jim Seny
y Gary Smith and Ken Treybig work to field the questions. As one writer said,
epart of VTPC has been a very rewarding and exciting part of my ministry
hpast several years.”
r- The questions we receive run the gamut from comments sparked by &
earticle to serious doctrinal questions. Very often we are asked about ma
gelationships, dating, marriage and God's view of sexual activities before
ariage. Not only do we receive questions from teens and young adults, by
esionally also from their parents. We find that parents both in and out of the ¢

often struggle with the task of guiding and teaching their children to live up

ly with their growing maturity and freedom.
ve With the Internet, questions come from literally all over the world. An inte
.ing phenomenon has been the number of questions that come from disad
'parts of the world—especially Nigeria. In this regard Ken Treybig wrote: “I'ni
rsure of all the reasons why we have such a response from Nigeria, but | th
pof the reason is ‘hope.’In an area of the world where economic hope is m
dVertical Thoughbffers a positive message of hope, since the plan of God

only sure hope for all humanity.”

Tom Clark
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UCG’s Audited Financial Statements Reflect God’s Blessings

m After the end of
every fiscal year the
United Church of
God has an inde-

pendent auditing
firm examine the e R —
books. Here are et
the audited Vopwrs Pssbed b W, Dy gl ol i i
financial reports T :
Brvma e aid sangy
from the IaSt Urmme'—an . dl““'-. | ] 1800 CF T
fiscal year. e i s DRE =R ey =
ey prreomd preowre ) deamaa i
by Tom n-u:-n -:-.--.-- - 115
Kirkpatrick e i et il = ma
feile bt e o el 1M
We are pub|ish- ¥ -:... v g vk 0l T He R 1T
ing here the audit r:-:- -
opinion and the [T P P ——
audited financial e
statements of the Perr———
United Church of e
God,an Interna- e e el A
tional Associa- s L B P v 11s
tion, for the fis- ': e e _‘_:'I:[
cal year ending R T
June 30, 2005, [ T—— TT3 T
and the previ- I — p—
ous year. [R—— v
These —r——
statements UNTHRE CHURRCE OF G0HP, o= Fbs sl 1ok ot e R Pt oy pry
were audited by Sapme of Tncin P i
Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co., a e 503, 0 ] Frpit e —
firm based in Cincinnati, Ohio. We| i b sl '
also have included a sidebar thg - ) e sty e ST S A ey
includes a few summary statistic ok g o i i : = il
taken from these statements. Ferwi sas sl sk scpariorrs, ma
The statements reflect the finan SN L e —
cial results of another in a continu g, el s LOEEM LTI
ing series of years during which L
God has blessed the Church abu T Aoban oaies
dantly in many ways, including [T rp—
finances. ) o Inielieey ki S . LSTED T ECE OF T, o rsmos 4 s i s
As a result of this provision of Hr—— Sy 3 Feamerarues rod Cash Py
resources, the Church has been al b e o vt 1 Wi il 10, EBEY i T
to operate another year to fulfill its e Fridr L i 7] o }
mission of spreading the seed g i il - ey e e - -
God’s truth and spiritually caring leta ki LR LiDgEe Dl - 1T LT
for those God has called. —— s e |
We give thanks and credit to God [Ee———— [ R o Y leprarinioar e 1SRk
and also to the members and othe *;;-_-:ﬁi dragited v Cogl o Lty Lo W Wl of o s syt ety e MM i i
who support the work of the e i et g
Church.un B I e o Tl aar
1 bt e i e 1 mLEn S parrall sl ~unre ] L
B Foyrol tanns moiichedd srul ey med iw T
Shown on this page, scans from the Pt ::::“m .‘T_‘ ,.:_.ﬂ:.
auditors’ report: cover letter, iy i T a1 7pas
Statements of Financial Position, e e B
Activities and Cash Flows. On the [T P ——— AT I
next page: the Schedules of [T T —— i o]
Functional Expenses from the last R v e il e i
two fiscal years = [ ———— fiam i
e e word b By 10 AL L]
o 5 L T R s LT L] e e
Fiscal Year 2004-5 Fiscal Year 2003-4 p e S
Cash and cash equivalents $6,223,332 $5,469,964 b R e i i LT VLTS i
Total assets 10,335,875 9,629,534 Soppham i Mo ik
Total liabilities 2,394,390 2,376,809 M Nl A
Unrestricted net assets 7,784,782 7,252,725
b b 9 b
. e ma - 1ol s v B o r———_
Total income 20,087,576 19,096,637 g Rt
Change in net assets 688,760 371,413
Financial statements continue on next page
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Hurricane Wilma Severely Affects Three Members in Cancun, Mexico

Larry Roybal, manager of the officein -~ Mrs. de la Parra lost all she had whileshares in Cancun for a living and, as yoaome with Jannine and their two sons.to start selling again as soon as she ¢
Mexico, submitted this report Oct. 28: she was at the Feast. All the windows imvould expect, is now out of work. The situation facing our other mem-But only one supermarket is selling lim

Hurricane Wilma hit Cancun very her apartment on the third floor were They say that things are terrible ander, Mrs. Hernandez, is probably thated amounts of food, and the line:
hard while we were at the Feast. Wiroken and the rain poured in. She habat the vandalism is causing more hawworst. Before the hurricane, Mrs. Her-stretch out for blocks. Mrs. Hernande:
have three baptized members there: Grao home to go to now. After the Feasbc than the hurricane itself. There is nmandez was already poor. She lives wither daughter and two grandsons are li
ciela de la Parra; her daughter-in-lanshe went to Guadalajara, where she hassy way to leave the city either. Théner two grandsons and her daughteing off what they were able to buy befor
Jannine de la Parra; and Arnulfa Hera brother who took her in. She will stayhighways are flooded and there are thowho is a single mother. She told me thahe hurricane. We hope to get her son
nandez. Jannine and Mrs. Hernandethere until she can decide what to do. sands of people trying to fly out. Hectorher home is up to their neck in water. Almoney so that as soon as there is fo
were unable to attend the Feast this year. Her son and daughter-in-law’s homecalled me Friday, Oct. 28, and told meof her few possessions are ruined.  available, she can buy some.

Hurricane Wilma furiously hit the city is in better condition, but also sufferethat he is coming to Monterrey to seek She does not work since she is elder- The Church is planning to use fund
with winds up to 300 kilometers permuch damage. Hector and Jannine de\gork as soon as he can. If he can find, but her daughter makes and sells tacdsom the Good Works Program to help
hour. They received more than 2 meterBarra’s income property, however, wasvork, he will eventually bring Mrs. de la at an improvised stand, which by some Please keep these brethren in yo
of water (more than 6 feet). totally ruined. Hector also sold timeParra to live with them. Hector would miracle was not blown away. She wantprayers.un

5 offered this home to them until they camearly 3 million people was the big sto-with her. Instead of striking an areasteeped in red tape, and many a

get reestablished. ry. The Texas governor made referencehere many members live, Rita hit arfalling through the cracks. Because ¢
some damage to their home, but it is A member family in Gulf Shores, to the Exodus from Egypt and referredarea where there are almost no Churalmembers’ donations, though, we hav
livable and under control. God sparechlabama, had just completed repairgo this as the largest evacuation of peanembers. One news reporter combeen able to provide emergency ass
these brethren. The same is true a lifrom Hurricane Ivan a year ago andle since biblical days! mented that the area where Rita hit iEance to meet brethren’s immediat
tle further east in Gautier. We have oneeceived further damage from Katri- Considering the magnitude of thethe least populated area of the wholeeeds as well as other needs that wot

“Hurricanes,” continued from page

couple there who also escaped majara.

damage for which they are very grate-

ful.

Houston Area

evacuation, things went fairly well, Gulf Coast, which of course makes lit-have otherwise been unmet.

with the mood of the evacuees remarktle difference if you lived in Cameron,

On behalf of our affected congregs

ably calm. For the most part, folks were_ouisiana (which was destroyed).

tions, thank you for your generosity

Two member families in Mobile,  As reported by Texas pastors, Jimmore than willing to help each other out The brethren here feel very blesse
Alabama, lost everything to the flood-Franks and Ken Giese, Hurricane Ritalong the way. Receiving Other Aid through all of this. Everyone’s contin-
ing. We are in the process of relocatingvas a nonevent for the Houston area We have one elderly lady in Groves, Our members are beginning toued prayers on behalf of the affecte
these families to the Cleveland, Tenexcept for loss of power. It made land-Texas, who is unable to attend Sabbatteceive financial aid through the Redbrethren are very much appreciated, .
nessee, church area. One of our menfall east of Beaumont, Port Arthur andservices, and we confirmed that sh&€ross, FEMA and insurance benefitsit will take months, if not years, to
bers there has a second home and h@sange, Texas, and the evacuation afias with family and everything is OK The process of obtaining funds isreturn to normalun

UCG Members Help Hurricane Katrina and Rita Victims

by Ken Giese and Jon Erickson  kets. Another member family providedwork periods for nearly a month. [ !

a temporary home for evacuees from Over 100 other shelters were openg/k

In response to the urgent human neeflidell, Louisiana. Members also maden the Houston area by churches, the R¢ =
caused primarily by Hurricane Katrina,crocheted afghans for the victims.  Cross, the Salvation Army and othef'

UCG members across the United States With Harris County and the city of relief agencies. Some Houston Sou

and around the world contributed to théHouston opening the Astrodome volunteers worked in these shelters al

American Red Cross and other relieReliant Center, Reliant Arena and thélhe evacuees also filled the hotels al

agencies to immediately help alleviateGeorge R. Brown Convention Center tanotels in the area and many homes we

the suffering (see related article for inforhouse over 25,000 evacuees, the Houspened to victims.

mation on Hurricanes Katrina and Rita)ton South congregation was given the On Sept. 3, Houston South membe|
Starting just prior to Aug. 29, upwardsopportunity to provide volunteers tobroughtfood and supplies to services fc<sabbath school class in the East

of 250,000 people evacuating fromwork in these shelters due to its estatiatrina evacuees in the Houston areTexas congregation makes cards for

Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabamalished relationship with the concessionsind distributed these to shelter colleiatrina victims; right, Brian and

came nitially to Texas and most of theseyendor (Aramark) for Reliant Stadium, tion points on Sept. 5 forimmediate aitarthur Taylor raid their grandmother’s

quently distributed to Katrina victims
by 24 members of Houston South und
guidelines approved by Mr. Giese
Again, the emotional response from th
victims was heartfelt appreciation, wit
many breaking down into tears and giv
ing hugs and kisses. One member cc

numbering some 150,000, came to theshich had been given the job of feedindo many victims. cupboards for donations ple was even called “God's angels.”
Houston area in Texas. these evacuees the first week. A charity headed by Victor Kubik, This response by victims gave thos
Two UCG Houston South members Ron Hutto served as Houston SouthifeNets, provided $3,000 immediatelyvictims who had lost everything and didwho were providing help such a won
took evacuees into their homes, six iproject coordinator and volunteerfor distribution to Katrina evacuees innot know what to do next, was over-derful feeling that they wanted to repe:
one case, and five in another, for as longiorker, working with Aramark, the the Houston area, and these funds werhelming and heartwarming. the experience over and over. Of cours
as needed, providing food, clothing andHouston Volunteers Organization anctonverted into Wal-Mart gift cards and ~ LifeNets provided another $5,000 thethis is only a small foretaste of the spil
supplies in addition to finding beds,the United Way to provide numerousdistributed by Ken and Kathy Giese. Thenext week and this was again converteitbial help and love we will all provide to
sofas, mattresses and sheets and bladeuston South volunteers for varioussmotional response to this help by thénto Wal-Mart gift cards, and subse-those in need in the world tomorroww



UnitedNews November 2005

United Church of God, an International Association

News From Around the World

Southern African Ministers Meet for Conference

Seven ministers and their wives from  Bill Jahns gave alecture onlea
southern Africa met for a conferenceership, emphasizing four chara|
from Aug. 29 to 31 at Golden Gate interistics of a good leader. A lead
South Africa. must be able to convey to tho:

Kambani and Shirley Banda fromwho follow him the vision he ha
Zambia and Gladstone and Alicefor the organization or cause.
Chonde from Malawi were in atten-vision is not communicated, the
dance. This was the first time that thénuman beings will ook for a plac|
Chondes had visited South Africa. Mrwhere they can find a cause to f¢
Banda and Mr. Chonde gave split sedow. A leader also learns how {
mons in the Johannesburg congregatiamake people feel important.
the previous Sabbath. Mr. Banda was John 3:16 shows that God places greGiadstone and Alice Chonde, André
also able to have repairs completed oimportance on mankind and a leader iand Elise van Belkum, Stan and
his vehicle. God's Church must convey the imporgarbara Botha, Cheryl Jahns,

Several topics of relevance for thetance of members’participation in God'neville Smith, Kambani and Shirley
ministry were covered during the con-way of life. Banda, Erlene Becker (not pictured:
ference. Audiotapes and handouts from Two very interesting videos werenej| gecker and Bill Jahns)
conferences in the United States wershown at the conference. One video hau
sent and used at the conference.

André van Belkum gave a lecture orpean Union and the similarities betweeiisters must be concerned about the de
baptism, and he especially emphasizeithages used by the European Union angpment and spiritual growth of those
the need for those seeking baptism tthe Beast power in the book of Revelatheir congregations.
have “godly sorrow.” There is more totion. Another video showed the evidence The conference ended with Mr. v

onal

At a Glance Drought Threatens

Members in Malawi

Members in Malawi face difficult
challenges on a daily basis during nc
mal times. This year, however, th
brethren face a special challenge-

From Jan. 1to Sept. 8 of this year, therought. Even those in the cities ai
Canadian office received more subbeing affected because of the high cost
scription and literature requests via théhe staple food, maize (corn).

Internet than we did in all of 2004. This  The Associated Press reported Ot
was more than twice as many respong6, “With the food crisis worsening,
es as we received in all of 2003. If thePresident Bingu wa Mutharika declare
trends continue for the remainder of thell of the southern African nation a ‘dis
year, the Canadian office will receiveaster area’ Saturday and appealed f
about 5,000 Internet requests—abolihternational help. He warned that 5 mi
50 percent more than last year. Thition people, almost half the populatior

Canadian Literature
Requests Up

interesting facts about the coming Eurowas played at the conference also. Mirear, we have received a subscription are threatened with hunger.”

\Vilerature request by e-mail every hour One of our families in Malawi has
iand 45 minutes on average. already requested special assistar

The Canadian subscriber developbecause they were eating anything th
ment letter sentin July had drawn neareould find, even grass. Assistance wi

the baptism covenant than just underthat “ancient” man was like men todayBelkum reminding the ministry that wey 350 responses by early Septembequickly given to this family, and others

standing the technicalities of doctrinesand that evolutionary “missing” links have been appointed by God. Itisimpofer a rate of 15.6 percent.

This godly sorrow needs to be directedhave never been found.

are probably going to need assistance

tant that we all work together as a team Canadian income for the month ofthe future. Many Malawians raise maiz

towards God as David showed in his The presentation by David Johnsorand always keep our calling in mind.| August was stronger than expectedn small plots outside of their homes ar

psalm of repentance (Psalm 51). on “Affecting Change in People’s Lives”

Elders Conduct Visits, Baptisms in Zimbabwe

by André van Belkum

and had read every single one of our 38ose by and stared at us before di
On arrival at Harare, the capital ofbooklets. pearing into the bush. At the same ti
Zimbabwe, | was greeted with the news The next day we visited the largesg herd of about 50 to 60 elephants
that my luggage had been left behind icrocodile farm in the world, and themoving away from us in the vallg
South Africa. After waiting for about place of employment for Mike. We left below. It was a true African wildlifg
three hours to fill in the necessary losMr. Banda behind as he was confined texperience.
baggage documentation, | was met bped with a severe form of stomach
the smiling, happy faces of two of ourvirus. We visited three possible futureVisiting Members
Zimbabwe members, Mike Mukarati Feast of Tabernacles sites located on After collecting my luggage 4
and Harris Hlazo, who had waitedLake Kariba, one of the largest manHarare airport, we said good-bye
patiently in the arrivals area. made lakes in the world. The areavlike and Harris. | proceeded with t
would be ideal for a Feast site, with natBandas on our journey.
Baptisms in Kariba ural beauty, wild animals in the vicini-
We left immediately for Kariba, a ty, fishing (including the famed tiger Kadoma where one of our wido|
town situated about a four- to five-hourfish), boating and other places of intermembers, Theresa Chichaya, lives g
drive to the west of Harare, on the borest to visit. small farm. She handles the farm w
der with Zambia. By the time we That evening we once again coundistinction, and she showed me f
neared our destination it was alreadgeled the Sawona brothers, and decighickens, fruit trees, vegetable gard
dark, and two wild elephants standinged that they were ready for baptismand maize field. Due to the drought t
in the road further hampered ourThey were baptized in Mike’s swim- past season, she only reaped nine [
progress. Mike stopped and waited foming pool, and there followed the usu-of maize, instead of the usual 50 ba
the lumbering beasts to move off theal delight and elation that accompaniesiowever, she is able to provide ad
road, before daring to pass. baptisms. quately for herself and family.
Finally we arrived at the home of The next day we departed early to After staying overnight, we left t
Mike and Primrose Mukarati. Mike andreturn to Harare in order to collect myvisit our next member along the wa
Primrose handle all the incoming anduggage at the airport. Fortunately MikeElsie Nel and her husband, Tinie, w|
outgoing mail anésood Newand oth- and | are the same size, and his shirtare dairy farmers. We were delighted
er literature circulation from their hometrousers and shoes fit me perfectlysee each other after many months,
for Zimbabwe. A small group had gath-Even though weak, Mr. Banda hadspent that night and next day talki
ered, including brothers Cephas andecovered sufficiently to join us for theabout the many positive developme
Denis Sawona. Sikhathele, the wife ofrip. in the Church, and various other s
Cephas, and their two children, Yolan-  Along the way, we came across twgects of interest. We were also able
da and Angelina, were also part of outionesses walking on the side of thespend time with the Nels’ three ch
group. Kambani and Shirley Banda andoad. As we approached, they left thelren.
their two children had also traveledroad and disappeared into tall grass. We The Nels are feeling insecure at
from Lusaka, Zambia, to join us. stopped at the spot, and for a momemhoment as a result of the Zimbab:
After a hearty meal, we counseledcould not see them. Then we noticediovernment policy of taking possessi
with the Sawona brothers about bapfour eyes staring at us barely a few featf certain farms. They have been giv
tism until close to midnight. They haveaway.
been attending the weekly Sabbath When they realized we had seesee “Zimbabwe,” page 7

Bible study held in the Mukarati home,them, they scampered off to a le ggampann Gets

Our next stop was at a place ca:J‘wniversary of our Google.ca ad cal

Bill Jahns| This made up for the shortfalls thatthis is a major source of food for them.

occurred in the previous months.
Edwin van Pelt

the rains don't come, they have seriot
problems feeding their families. This i
a very serious problem in the rural are:
of Malawi and some estimates of starv.
tion are as high as 4 million.
The Church in Malawi continues tc
grow with a record attendance of 112
I the Feast this year. We are in the proce
f]g ’170 Clicks of registering the United Church of Gor
ere in Malawi. However, as usual in Africar
y UCG-Canada is using a keyword actountries, the process is slow and h
> campaign with the Google searchbeen delayed by the normal bureaucri
engine. As many as 15 keywords ar difficulties.
being used to promote a number of A Malawi National Council meeting
booklets, magazines and related matewas held at the Feast to discuss the si
tal. Webmaster Paul Wasilkoff, a consult-
tong member of the UCG-Canada Medif
deam, reported:
“We have just passed the one-yeg

Google Canada Ad

Wpaign efforts. Google.ca allows us to ta|
ngeet Canadian-based viewers of the Int
ithet and charges us only when a view|
alicks on one of our ads, which featurt
doooklets and articles on our Web site ! !
hiSoogle also allows us to create and puSaiawila, Dr. Sam Chilopora,
digh a new ad in minutes; we can alsGracious Mpilangwe, Bill Jahns and
geause or suspend an ad in seconds. Gladstone Chonde
e- “We are able to spend as little as $0.0&tion. Gladstone Chonde is planning -
on a keyword and spend as much as wapen an account in order to assist
pwant (our current average cost per keytransferring funds to Malawi. An accoun
yword is $0.08). There are currently &or the Church will be opened after ot
haumber of active ad campaigns. Theegistration request is approved. Tt
tmost popular in terms of clicks e council decided to change the name
phbhited States and Britain in Bible the Church to “United Church of Goc
n&rophecy(3,965). The ad that has beerMW" in order to facilitate the registra-
ptdicked upon with the highest percenttion process.
Itrge compared with the number of times  LifeNets projects continue to help th
tibwas displayed i8Vhat Happens After brethren in that area. Some grants he
|-Death?3.6 percent). Our ads have beeheen given to help farmers in the Churc
displayed over 1.4 million times andplant seed and purchase fertilizer. La
helicked upon 9,170 times! year, however, even though the croy
we “The number of booklets ordered hasvere planted, little maize was harveste
ototaled 284. This gives us a cost pebecause of the drought. We pray that tt
eresponse of $2.58." year the rains will come and food will b
Excerpted from the September-Octomore plentiful.
berUnited News Canada.

Malawi Council, from left: Elifazi

Bill Jahns
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Campers From Five Countries Enjoy 2005 Caribbean Camp in Jamaica

Yeah, Mon! As part of a United Youth ing classes and Bible studies. The Chrisf life, and being able to work with themhardest thing I've ever had to do, and Willing to pull together and forge bonds
Corps project, two dozen campers antian Living classes covered awide rangand take even the smallest part in helgan’t wait until all of God's people will of friendship for years to come. Ou
staff from many different countries par-of subjects, including the spirit world ing to focus that zeal has been an excitemain together.”
ticipated in the second Caribbean campnd the events on the world scene jugtg experience for me.” Overall, this Caribbears -
that took place from Aug. 22 to 30. Thebefore the return of Jesus Christ. “It was a humbling experience seecamp allowed brethreff
camp was located at the Madge Saun- The campers combined with theing young people’s passion for God’sfrom many distant places
ders Conference Center in St. Mary'sbrethren from the Ocho Rios congregatruth and how camp focused thatome together in unity tq
Jamaica, just outside of Ocho Rios, lesgon on the Sabbath day, and enjoyed seenthusiasm toward a deeper relationlearn and grow in God's
than a mile from the Caribbean coastices in a newly remodeled, air-condi-ship with God and each other,” addedvay of life, while building | * &%
Campers from St. Vincent, Barbadostioned room. counselor Stephen Woodson. Firstpositive and lasting relaj
Bahamas, Jamaica and the United StatesA second-time counselor at thetime counselor Melody Schmidt alsotionships with each othe
descended upon this small little town foiCaribbean camp, Nathan Ekama, spokeflected, “Camp in Jamaica was ahrough various activitieg
aweek of fun, fellowship and educationenthusiastically about serving at campblessing beyond expression. | couldn’and Bible studies.

Activities ranging from popular “Seeing the growth and changes in theelieve how close w
sports like flag football and speedawaykids from the last camp until this yearbecame, and it felt wonde|
to educational classes on health andlas awesome. The Caribbean youtful to be a part of such a loy
modesty were offered to excitedhave suchenergy and zeal for God's waing family. Leaving was the
campers and staff along with uplifting
and thought-provoking Christian Living
classes. Mix-and-mingle time was filled
with learning how to play Jamaican
dominos, singing karaoke and partici
pating in relays and wacky Olympic
games.

Afavorite activity for all was the 900-
foot climb up Dunn’s River Falls across
slippery rocks and through cascadin

counselors and activity staff are to b
commended for their commitment tc
God's way of life, and making a signif-
icant impact on the lives of our young
people.”

As a counselor, | found the oppor
tunity to serve and experience anott
er culture along with others who ar
striving to live God’s way was amaz-

waterfalls. Campers and staff also ha] Campers and staff get wet at ing.

time to relax and swim in the ocean Dunn's River Falls; above, karaoke Everything from eating traditional

Reggae Beach. time; above right, posing for a group  Jamaican food to building relation:
The theme of Camp Saunders thi photo ships with campers and other sta

year revolved around the apostle Paul
admonition to “imitate me, just as | alsq
imitate Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1).
This theme carried through from ou
daily camp routines to our Christian Liv-E

members really made my time in th

“Our youth camp this year exceededCaribbean memorable and helped n

all our expectations,” said Todd Careyfocus on the promise of God’s comini
the camp director. “We were blessed t&ingdom even more.

have such fine young people who were Leslie Schwartz

UCG-British Isles National Council Discusses Growth

The National Council of United concerning this year's Feast of Taberngsarticipating in an activity in continental proven to be a cost-effective source obf this committee is to provide a proces
Church of God-British Isles met for itscles in Winchester. There have been Burope. subscription requests. The Councito help resolve conflict situations. Mr
quarterly meeting on Sunday, Sept. 1few more requests from overseas to The National Council's committees agreed to reimburse UCG—Australia foHawkins commented that the ministr
in Gloucester. attend with us this year; also several fanreported on their work since the lasthe costs of these responses. is supportive of this proposal. The corr

Council chairman Bryan Ellams for- ilies from the U.K. have recently mademeeting. Highlights include: Peter Hawkins next discussed thenittee will be comprised of both Nation:
mally welcomed Brian Penheiro as theontact with the Church regarding pos- ¢ Feast Site Selection: David Fenneypdate and maintenance of the UCG-Bal Council members and others, an
newest member of the National Councilsible attendance at the Feast in Winpresented a report that contained a prevebsites and informed the Council thatvould be a mixture of elders, deacon

In her financial report, the treasurerchester. posal for a Feast site in 2006 and suna Church member in the United Statedeaconesses and Church members. 1
Barbara Fenney, reported that the final A summary of the 2005 summermarized the current options for 2007 analvith particular experience in this field Council selected Mr. Ellams as its chail
figures for the year ending June 30camp was provided by David Fenneybeyond. The Council concluded that irhad offered to take on the task. man.

2005, show a surplus of income ovelCouncil members present at the campome years it may be best to have two « Strategic Planning and Finance: Inother business the National Cour
expenditure of £1,832. In response to thevere unanimous in their view that theseparate Feast sites in different parts @avid Fenney mentioned that perhapsil approved the draft of a child pro-
increased requests for literature highactivity had been a great success and trthie country. the most urgent matter for the committection document “Youth Protectior
lighted in the circulation report, the treathe young people of the Church had set « Media and Internet: Peter Hawkinstee to consider is the subject of literatur&uidelines,” which is adapted from the
surer confirmed that the cost implica-a fine example. A record of camp will behighlighted the fact that most mediamailings, with its impact on costs, man-Sexual Misconduct Policy and Youtt
tions will be closely monitored at www.verticalthought.org.uk. responses the Church is receiving at prgpower availability and office location Protection Guidelines of United
throughout the year. In taking account of the changingsent come from the Internet, withand space. The committee will meet priChurch of Godan International Asso-

The Council discussed the issue of thdemographics of the older childrenresponses being forwarded from ther to the next National Council meetingciation.
increased number of hours beingeenage and young adult components &fCGIA Web sites or from the results ofto consider these issues and formulate The National Council also agreed t
worked by the staff in the Northwoodthe Church, the Council reviewed aa Web advertising program undertakesome recommendations. contribute £1,000 to UC&’s Good
office in response to the recent high levaumber of options for camps in the nexby UCG—Australia. The Australian pro-  Mr. Ellams proposed the creation ofWorks Program “Katrina Disaster Relie
els of demand for Church literature.  couple of years, including the possibili-gram included offers of literature toanArbitration, Reconciliation and Medi- Project” and will add any personal done

Peter Hawkins updated the Councity of the older teens and young adultsisers in the United Kingdom and hastion Committee (ARM). The purposetions from membersun

spent the Sabbath evening fellowshipheld an afternoon study to which achallenges. Food prices are beyond theost is more than double the price at fil

“Zimbabwe,” continued from ping with Stephen and Veetina Tshabalnumber ofGood Newseaders had reach of the average Zimbabwean, anitig stations.
page 6 ala and their family. Stephen and Vetibeen invited. All of those invited turnedthe country is facing large-scale food What a blessing to understand th
a favorable response by the governra have been faithful members of theip, and prospects of growth are encoushortages. The international communiplan and purpose of God, and to sha
ment, allowing them to remain on theChurch for many years, and handle theging. ty is helping to provide food aid, espe-with our members the profound truth
farm. This is a relief and a blessing foristribution ofThe Good Newand oth- ~ The next day | bid farewell to the cially to the rural population. However, of God as the world faces ever-increa
them. er literature in the city of Bulawayo. Bandas and Tshabalalas and headeden then, people are going hungry. ing problems. One scripture we share
On the Sabbath we had a mornindpack to Durban, South Africa. Itis common to see long lines of carsat our Sabbath Bible study is Romar
Bible Studies in Bulawayo Bible study for the members, with 15 atfilling stations, with many waiting all 8:16-25, truths that give hope and cor
On Friday, Aug. 19, we left the Nels adults present. After a delightful mid-Hope Amidst Trials day long without getting any fuel. Fuelfidence no matter what present cond

and proceeded to Bulawayo where welay meal of chicken and vegetables, we Zimbabwe is presently facing manyis available on the black market, but theions exist.un
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Meet Some of Our Scattered Brethren in Asia

by David Baker

United Church of God, an International Association

terial meeting at the Waterfront Insularfrom the tsunami. It was nice to see thadong Kong and Macau walking tour of the city with the Evan-

Hotel in Davao City. It is always a won-some progress had been made since myl was able to spend the Sabbath dfelistas, we boarded the ferry to return
During the last part of July, | had thederful opportunity to spend time with previous trip in March but much work July 30 with our brethren in Hong Kong.Hong Kong. Thankfully the sea wa:s

opportunity to visit some of our scatterecbur ministry. We discussed several issuggmained as was evident from manyn addition to the Ming Tak family, calm!

brethren in Asia. The trip included thefacing the Church and how best to servpeople still living in tents. Edwin Mogul and Rodia Siopan, Anita

Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Hongthe members. | had the privilege of spending theNg from Singapore was able to join usShanghai

Kong, Macau and Shanghai. | would Much of the day was spent discussingabbath with our members in Mt.for the Sabbath. After the Sabbath ser- On Tuesday, August 2, | had the ple:

like to take this opportunity to introducethe location of the national office. After Lavinia, located just south of Colombo.vice we were able to continue our fel-sure of visiting with Gaddi Alberto in

you to some of these brethren. much thought and discussion, we decidAfter the morning service and a verylowship and enjoy a very delicious Chip=

ed to temporarily locate the delicious lunch, the afternoon was spentese meal together at a nearl]

national office in Davao City in a Q&A session. The members wergestaurant.

for approximately two years. very excited about the upcoming Feast On Sunday, | had the pleasure of traf

During this transitional two- of Tabernacles and hosting some of owling with the Ming Tak family to

year period, we will be able to brethren from outside of SriLanka.  Macau. Macau is about a one-hour higl

Philippines
The first stop
was the Philippineg
for a scheduled
ministerial meet-
ing. On the Sabbatl
of July 16, | had the]
opportunity  to
speak to our mem:

I

assess ways in which the speed ferry ride (60 kilometers) west g AN i
functions, personnel and loca-land. My first stop was Chiang Mai sea was a bit rough so a large portion ' “t
; to Bacolod in the Visayas in the Far East and is a former Po ‘
avery enjoyable visit with Florante an

national office can best serveThailand Hong Kong. Unfortunately there was
the needs of the Churchthrough  Late Sunday evening, | flew to Thai-typhoon off the coast of China and thi}
tion. where | visited some of our young adultghe passengers experienced seasickn
Monday, July 18, | traveled temporarily residing there. Macau was the first European settleme
region to visit members and view a po! tuguese colony. It became a part of the 44 Alberto in Shanghai, China
* | sible future site for summer camp. Afte| '
R
Lina Siopan and their family, | returne
to Manila in route to Sri Lanka.

tel Sri Lanka

| arrived in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on
Thursday evening, July 21. The fol
lowing morning | traveled south alon
the coast to Beruwela to view the facili
ty that we will use for the Feast of Taber—=—— -
nacles this year. As | traveled along thFil Olimpo and his daughter, Abbey,

western coast | could still see damag? Bangkok, Thailand

The Philippine ministry meets in
Davao City; above, Benedicto
Lorenzo and Cora Evangelista
ordained as a deacon and deaconess

bers in Manila, Philippines. Prior to the
sermon, | had the privilege of joinin|
Mindanao pastors, Rey Evasco a
Eriz Dizon in ordaining Cora Evangql®
lista to the office of deaconess ag
Benedicto Lorenzo to the office of de
con. We are very grateful for their tirg

et

=

From Chiang Mai | traveled to

. Bangkok and spent a couple of ve
= enjoyable evenings with Fil Olimpo
and his daughter, Abbey. Filis a Filipini
national and has lived in Bangkok fo
about five years. He is an editor of

Special Administrative Region of Chi-
nain 1999. Shanghai, China. (I am accustomed
The purpose of the trip was to visitseeing McDonald’s and Pizza Hut it
Mark Evangelista and his family. Mark Asia but for the first time, | saw a Wal-
has been working in Macau for someMart Supercenter in Shanghai!)
time, and it was wonderful to visit him ~ Gaddi is a Filipino national and ha:
and his family at their home. During ourlived in China for a number of years. Hi
visit, | was able to speak with Mark's faces many hardships trying to live .
mother, father and sister (back in theChristian life in China far away from his
family in the Philippines. After spend-
ing most of the day discussing th
Church, God's way of life and his life in
China, Gaddi remarked several time:
“I have to go to work, but | don’t want
to leave.” Gaddi is able to listen to ou
sermons via the Internet each Sabbat
Please remember your brethren sc:
tered throughout Asia in your
prayers. Most of us have the
opportunity of gathering each

L S
number of English-language magaapove, the group in
zines directed toward tourism. Duringyong kong; right,
our visit, his wife was in the hospitalie Eyangelista
expecting their second child. She 98%amily in Macau
birth to a healthy baby boy. Congratu-
lations to the Olimpo family! Fil listens Philippines) via thefSk

to a sermon each Sabbath via the Intefrternet. Technology i

net. truly amazing! After a ‘.l \ .[!

New Faces for Australian Council; Transfer of Treasurer’s Tasks

by Bill Eddington

Sabbath for instruction, fel-
lowship and encouragement
but some of our brethren dc
not have this opportunity.
Let's never take for granted
the wonderful blessing that
God has given us.n

less service to the Church.

After Sabbath services in Manila
traveled to Davao City. Saturdg
evening all the elders and their wiv
enjoyed an evening of food and fe 4 £
lowship. Sri Lankan members in Mt.

Sunday, July 17, we held our minis-Lavinia, just south of Colombo

Bill Eddington, Allan Hambleton and spread up the coast from Brisbane. He The terms of Don Goodger, Regthe treasurer’s task to his other respon
Trevor Huthnance. Bill Eddington washas been a member of some Councivright and Barry Williams ended on bilities as national office manager. Th
As a result of the lay member elecelected National Council chairman andstanding committees for a number oflune 30, 2005. They each deserve thanksnsfer was effective Oct. 1.
tions to the Australian National Council Trevor Huthnance was elected deputyears and brings experience and energynd appreciation for many years of ded- Mr. Efimov’s work as treasurer has
in 2004, Howard Pope, of the Mel-chairman. to his new role. icated service. been invaluable. The amount of work h
bourne West congregation, became a The new faces on the Council are Allan Hambleton returned to Aus- has managed, and the support he
National Council member for the first Stephen Clark and Allan Hambleton tralia in early 2005 with his wife, Helen, National Office Manager to  provided the National Council, while
time. As well as serving as a Nationahlthough Mr. Hambleton served a preto take up the position of national officeServe as Treasurer also having a full-time job outside the
Council member, he is also a member ofious term on the National Councilmanager, which became vacant follow- For the last several years Drew Efi-Church, has placed great demands on
the Policy and Planning Committee.  before going to the United States for ang the retirement of Reg Wright. Hismov has performed the role of treasureime. The current sound financial posi
The 2005 Australian National Coun-few years. previous term on the National Councilof United Church of God—Australia, astion of the Church can be attributed il
cil election was for elders, and the fol-  Mr. Clark is employed by the Churchand his position as national office manwell as being a member of the Nationaho small measure to his diligence ar
lowing men were elected for two-yearin Queensland where he assists Bilhger will enable him to contribute veryCouncil and chairman of the Financework as treasurer. He will continue as
terms to conclude on July 31, 2007: BillBradford in pastoring a growing num-positively to the many matters dealt withCommittee. Following Mr. Hambleton's National Council member and the

Bradford, Stephen Clark, Bruce Deanper of congregations now beginning tdy the Council.

appointment, it is now possible to add=inance Committee chairmani

“PC,” continued f 3 . - s
continued irom page we corresponded with one teen who isnly for the ministry?

Another common category of ques-using our literature to conduct private « Can every sin be forgiven?
tions is on the role of women in theBible studies for her friends.
Church, as well as specifically in our
organization. Sampling of Questions

And, we regularly deal with people  Here is a sampling of the doctrine otto fall away?
who are attempting to convert others te&hristian living questions from this year:

formed Sanhedrin?

« What significance is the recentlyif God is truly calling a person?
« Howisit possible for true believersfalse prophet?

* On military service and war, does-ing agent?

their new understanding. For example, ¢ Is anointing oil for anyone to use orn’t the United States have the right to ¢« How can a person tell if he is spir:

defend itself? itually dead?
» Will one have visions and dreams * Do we view Paul’s letters as chanc
ing Christ's teachings?

* How can a layman recognize a * Can we pray to saints?

« Should believers go to a prom?

« |s potassium bicarbonate a leaven- « Why did God allow war in the Old
Testament?n



|

UnitedNews November 2005

United Church of God, an International Association

1"' -
-
' " E .
u? Y

More Tha

Feast 2005
Attendance Figures

Argentina
Australia
Hobart, Tasmania
Merimbula, New South Wales....14
Noosa, Queensland .
Bolivia
Brazil
British Isles
Cameroon
Canada
Kelowna, British Columbia....46(
Kingston, Ontario .
Regina, Saskatchewan .
St. John’s, Newfoundland
Chile ...

Colombia .11
Costa Rica.. .61
Estonia... ....6)
FranCe.......ccoovevvveienseniseiesenns 9
Germany .19
Ghana..... Al
Guatemala.. .52
Guyana... ol
Italy ......... .37
Ivory Coast .. 18
Jamaica ..... .26
Jordan ... .23
Kenya.. .33
Malawi W11
Malaysia. A
Mauritius o
Mexico ....... .34
New Zealand.. .95
Nigeria ... .17
PerU....ooiiieieee e 15
Philippines

Baguio City ........cccoevrecerunnne 12

Davao City .. .33

lloilo City .. .164
Portugal . 15
Rwanda . ....6
St LUCIA . e 13
South Africa

(C7=To] (o[

Uvongo. .24
Sri Lanka 3
Togo ....... .
TONGA oo 2
Trinidad & Tobago ...........c.c...... 17
United States

Bend-Redmond, Oregon

Branson, Missouri
Escondido, California
Jekyll Island, Georgia
Kerrville, Texas
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii . g
Lexington, Kentucky .83
Panama City Beach, Florid4,936
Steamboat Springs, Colorado....6.
Wildwood, New Jersey 89
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin1,070
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Shut-inswho received Feast
tapes from the home office ....58
TOTAL

Note: Highest daily attendance figur
Webcast connections (198+) include so|
shut-ins counted above, and so are
added into this total.

PN
N
oo

-.B1Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay and Brazil attended without transportation costsplatters, tea and coffee and the bar was

73 match to finish with equal points. Themajestic and colorful coastiine andwe have had absolutely gorgeous weath

The Feast of Tabernacles

n 20,000 Celebrate the Feast With United

Argentina to make the trip with half-rate frequentMerimbula, New South Wales We enjoyed hearing from three elder
flyer miles, making it affordable to  This year 142 people enjoyed the Feasind their families visiting with us from
Mendoza have this wonderful experience for lesst the small seaside town of Merimbulathe United States—Tim Pebworth, Da

God’s blessing was on Mendozathan the cost of many U.S. sites. This is a very popular site with membersAnderson and Richard Eckman. Al
0 Argentina, as beautiful spring weather The local Spanish-speaking membecause there is a fine mixing of churchesiessages carried the idea of urgency, t
| and a picturesque mountain backdropers completely filled the Hotel Ejerci- from Victoria and New South Weles. ltwasthe main theme was God's plan to sa
b1 greeted 550 happy brethren whdo de los Andes for $10 per night witha very warm and friendly site with mem-the nations of Israel and the world, an
2 enjoyed an excellent facility and afford-all three meals included. Internationalsers inviting many people over for mealghe incredible part God has prepared fi
83 able pricing. Every day was full of spir- often joined them for lunch or dinnerand barbecues. us in His great plan.
6 itual messages, special music, familyfor $3 a meal. The hotel, a converted Thisyearwe metinanewfaciityatthe One of the great hallmarks of ou
9 style banquets and exciting activitiegecreation and training center, includMerimbula RSL. They had a bistro withFeast was, as always, the willingness
for young and old. Three new memberged soccer fields, tennis courts, arvery inexpensive meals, and many merso many to suppotrt the operation of tf
[ were baptized and nine children werélympic pool, dining hall, entertain- bers stayed for lunch after services, whickeast. The atmosphere created was t
blessed during the Feast, which wament dome, meeting hall and gardengyave more time for fellowshipping. ly uplifting and inspiring.
followed by two weddings. which truly was a blessing from God, After the first Holy Day service we had Bill Bradford
This site for members from Chile, allowing all activities to be easily aget-acquainted mixer activity with cheese

The hotel staff stated that UCG is theiopened. This was a wonderful start to thE olivia
most enjoyable occupant all year.  Feastwith old friends catching up and new
Minister and Feast coordinator Saufriendships forming. Other highlights wereAchira, Santa Cruz
Langarica said the hotel is planning ta Family Day atthe Mandeni Resortwhere This year God put His name on
build an even larger hall. He has alsdamilies enjoyed miniature golf, a nine-green valley, full of vegetation, big gar-
purchased a new translation systerhole chip-and-putt course, a driving rangelens and beautiful flowers, surrounde
that will transmit on an FM frequen- into a lake, bike hire, bocce and afternooby spectacular hills. This place wa
cy. Internationals will then be able totea. The over 60s enjoyed a fine meal attichira, a tourist complex located 7(
bring a simple portable FM radio with RSL Club followed by indoor bowling.  miles from the city of Santa Cruz on th:
headset to hear the messages insteadThe highlight of the Feast was the Fameast side of Bolivia. There the brethre
of the limited number of single fre- ily Dinner Dance. Families enjoyed thefrom La Paz and Santa Cruz rejoice
guency receivers they now use. music of a four-piece band called “Goneogether with God and the visitors fron
Aaron Dean Fishan.” It was such a joy to see the litlehe United States, Mexico, Peru, Chil
children dancing around while the olderand Argentina. All together there wer
members danced to the music of the ‘6086 brethren during the Feast.
and '70s. The Feast concluded with our The whole Feast was filled with fel-
D were translated into English, with two traditional Last Great Day luncheon.  lowship in awonderful, positive spirit of
i English services and a Bible study givHobart, Tasmania The speakers were all local men frontollaboration. But the center of the Fea
L en by Council of Elders member Aaron The fellowship at the Feast in Hobartvictoria and New South Wales. We had avas the inspired messages we receiv
Dean translated into Spanish. To overtruly represented a foretaste of thewumber of local men do split sermons andvery day.
A come the limited number of headsetsyorld tomorrow. The harmony, peacehey all did awonderful job in focusingus  Normally, the climate in Achirais hot,
1 the simultaneous Spanish translatiojoy and spiritual enrichment experi-on reaching for the Kingdom of God.  but God protected us because almost
was broadcast over the main speakersnced by the brethren left those present The bestway to summarize the sermorgays we had a very comfortable climat
b Activities featured live music and zealous and longing for the promisedvas by a phrase given by Roy Thomsornly two days were actually normal fo
5 dancing by members and included famfulfillment of God's glorious Kingdom. amember from Melboume, who spoke tdhat place at that time of the year: Hot.
} ily and teen dances, a special “nifio” Fifty-one brethren from across Aus-the youth and the whole Church when he
b party for children, a banquet dinnertralia congregated to attend the Feast isgid there are two worlds that are in coj
D concert and outdoor barbecue, socceicturesque Hobart this October. Thelict. One wants us to look down, look
b matches and a talent show of danceseather was mild, but the brethren werdackward and look toward darkness. Tl
and music from around the world andvarm, hospitable and joyful to be gath-other wants us to look up, look forward a
57 a senior citizens’ banquet. ered together to rejoice at God's Feastlook to the light.
3 The soccer match between the men Brethren enjoyed activities such as
0 of God's Church and the hotel personmeandering through the historical Port
1 nel finished 2-2, which allows them toArthur Penal Colony, sampling the del-Noosa, Queensland
4 continue the game next year. The sanieacies at the Cadbury Chocolate Fac- We had a record attendance again t
match has continued for the last foutory, cruising on the blue waters of theyear with 433 in attendance on the la
years, and both teams try hard for théarbor entrance while soaking in theHoly Day. Unlike previous years wheré

OTre"N OV oOoFOWY®™

g Mendoza, Argentina

9 was attended by brethren from 10 .
2 countries on three continents. ServiceAustralia

Bruce Dean

i

i .
olivia (photo by Giovanna Machicao)

B reason is that all want to come back thiateresting inlets leading into the porter, we had storms and some spectacular The spirit of brotherhood that reigne:
V following year! of Hobart. Other highlights included alightning displays. We welcomed theduring the Feast was marvelous. All ¢
7 A special women’s breakfast fea-wilderness treetop walk 45 metergain this year because we have been irthe brethren participated in all of the
B tured a fashion show with handmadeabout 150 feet) above ground level omlrought for most of the year and the rainactivities, not only with their presence
1 ladies’and children’s garments, includ-the Tarhune Forest Air Walk; feastingactually broke the drought. The oversealsut also in the organization. All of the
8 ing dresses, pajamas and a weddingn home-baked goodies at a progresdsitors we had from the United States|ocal brethren considered the presen
dress for a bride married at the end dfive dinner; and enjoying a family Canada, France, New Zealand, Soutbf our brethren from other countries .
87 the Last Great Day. games night and sing-along with speAfrica and Singapore all claimed to haveeal gift and really did their best to maki
D The physical feasting included acial guest, Bill Bradford. brought the rain to us. them feel welcomed.
winery and a chocolate factory tour The convention center personnel The rain did not dampen the spirits or The fact that all of us stayed togethe
B allowing all to taste the specialties ofcommented on the good behavior of allhe activities for the Feast, and all activand ate together made the Feast ev
8 the region. Taxis are cheap, and aho attended the Feast site, especialijies went off almost as planned. Thanore special. After each meal we a
mouth-watering Argentinean beef filetthe children. seniors this year visited Underwatesstayed much longer in the dining ha
9 mignon dinner with wine was less than  The focus of the speakers was th&Vorld and enjoyed a guided tour of thgust to talk and encourage one anoth
$10 at restaurants. wonderful world tomorrow, a time giant tropical aguarium, complete withfor this coming year.
b, Transferring internationals stayed atvhen the light of God’s Word will fill  seal show and shark tunnel. Other activ- We also had a great time with th
methe Ibis hotel for about $15 per daythe earth with joy and prosperity for all.ities included Family Day on the river, aunforgettable outings we had during th
notncluding breakfast. Being “off sea-All agreed, this is the best Feast ever!country-and-western dance and a youngeast. One was to Las Cuevas, where!
son,”many North Americans were able Ruth Edge adults’ get-acquainted dinner. were able to see the natural waterfall
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While there, some took advantage of thexcited to see that other congregations Social activities were enthusiasticallyinspiring, uplifting and enriching, show-  An afternoon scenic boat cruise we
fresh water to play with one another. are interested in having communicatiorsupported. Music, dance and informalng a world that one day will be at peaceenjoyed, while others dined and dance
The second outing was to the Fuertaith them and sharing with them. Theyentertainment were put together by the world where human nature will beon an evening cruise. A well-attende
Samaipata, which is a very interestingvere also happy to hear they will receivenembers, and enjoyed by young anghanged, a world that will be gentle, lov-family dance with entertainment cam
archaeological reserve where we wera ministerial visit as soon as possibleld. ing and kind, a world that will recognize early in the Feast along with buffet din
able to appreciate the ruins from thefter the Feast. Trips to places of interest, such asts Creator, a world that will enjoy per- ner get-togethers for singles, elders ar
ancestors who inhabited Bolivia thou- Unfortunately on the sixth day of theWindsor Castle, Hampton Court, Bath fect justice and mercy. deacons. Preteen children enjoyed i
sands of years ago. We all were able tBeast the food we brought ran out an§tonehenge and Portsmouth, added alt was an energetic week with activi-indoor multilevel climbing structure,
see the huge stone sculptured thousandiso the money. The first days of thesense of culture and history, appreciateties for all 460 attendees. A bowling andvhile teens drove go-karts. Fifty senior
of years ago by the natives of this land Feast we had many visitors from the vilby our visitors. pizza “getting to know you" evening enjoyed a luncheon with teen entertail
We also had some dances and a talelae, so the food was not enough. How- Engagements are always happyvas enjoyed by the teens. Another aftement and servers.
show that gave even more happiness &ver, some of the brethren decided tevents, as was the engagement of Carneon, 70 young children had a mar- Hotel restaurant staff members con
the Feast. We danced to internationahake contributions to buy food forline Kirkpatrick to Ryan Luecke. This gy, Mented, “Your children are so good.
music, Peruvian folklore, Chilean musiceveryone for the rest of the Feast. Waappy news enhanced the feeling ( Reception staff members said of chec
and, of course, music from Bolivia asthen wentto the city 80 kilometers awayfamily among us all. in, “Your people have been so nice.” Oi
well. to buy the food necessary for all. Reunions in the future will be mucl the afternoon scenic cruise, one cre
The special music for services was We did have a marvelous Feast full ofinticipated as everyone agreed that t member said to an elder, “You must b
also very nice. All of the presenters wereChristian fellowship. We spoke a lot onhighlight of the Feast was the warmth g a church group.” Our elder respondex
really inspired and grateful to God forthe sufferings and problems of this worlchappy and meaningful fellowship. “Why do you say that?” The respons:
the opportunity He gave to us to keegand the only solution to those sufferings: Frank Jarvis was, “Because of the beautiful weather

His Holy Days. the soon-coming Kingdom of God. Feast messages carried our rece
Raul Machicao ~ We also spoke a lot about the need to UCG call for increased motivation anc

send the brethren Church publicationCameroon J'.T A commitment to the work. The message

e o otesesobeycrpeas e G s enaanar | 80 n ot e e
and close towns. There are people out- Thirty-seven people gathered on thé@1€ty show in Kelowna (photo by Christ's return and the need to be reac

Maloca side the Church who are asking fooutskirts of Douala, Cameroon, for the/&an Jantzen) a call to make changes and redeem t

The Feast was held again in Malocapnaterial in Portuguese. Feast this year. The brethren were veryelous time going from table to table (14
aremote area of northern Brazil. Of the At the end of the Feast everyone wasncouraged to be able to use aroomin all) at the Penny Carnival. Eac
last 80 kilometers of road to the village very happy, and all agreed this Feastwake new Church building funded byyoungster left the activity happily loadeq
only about 5 kilometers were paved. Seeally unforgettable. Tears came to out/nited’s Good Works Program. Thoughwith loot. Most everyone loved Family
| came to the village with a lot of dust oneyes when we had to say good-byehe building is not yet completely fin- Day at Scandia Golf and Games, play
me, but very happy to see these brethrdven though they are poor physicallyjshed, one room has been completed ariisly miniature golf, riding bumper cars
for the first time. spiritually they are very rich. is just large enough to hold services. Neating pizza or playing arcade games

Before the Feast started we all worked
hard to prepare the kitchen for the com-
ing eight days, because we all were
going to eat together there. Because @Brjtish Isles
the economic needs of the brethren, the
Winchester

Weather, which was unseasonabl
mild with occasional rain, formed the
backdrop for 150 happy Feastgoers
England. |

Inspiring sermons and Bible studie
from visiting speakers (Leon Walker
Tom Kirkpatrick, Roger West, Paul
Luecke and Noel Hornor) and the locg
ministry provided the spiritual content
of amemorable Feast.

Nelson’s victory in the Battle of
Trafalgar exactly 200 years ago was cel

o

P rLE L=l
m g =l E

Giovanni Macedo running water was yet available, which - OnYouth Day, from the smallest chil
caused some difficulty, but Cameroonito the biggest teenager, all appreciat
ans are not unused to dealing with thahe stuffed animals they received. D
type of problem and it was overcome byHooser (pastor of the Sedro-Woolley,
hauling water in by hand.

ingston, Ontario: The Ambassador

Washington, congregation) and JohRq o sign shows mild late fall

Lusk Jr. emceed the variety show Satur; )
day night with good old-fashioned Texaq'sie mg:;:ig;e s 0of 13 Celsius (55
humor. Young and old demonstrated and’
served the brethren with their many taltime and the exciting possibilities of the
ents. The variety show and special musifirst moments on becoming spirit.
will be archived at www.ucg- Graemme Marshall
fot.org/2005/canwest/archives.html.
The family dance, decorated in an oriRegina, Saskatchewan
ental theme, was a rollicking success. This year proved to be another men
Dr. Music Entertainment played selec-orable Feast of Tabernacles in the city |
tions from the big band eratotoday. Regina, Saskatchewan. Though Regil
The seniors’ luncheon was brim tocommonly has fewer in attendance the
E ethren in Cameroon meet in overflowing with smiling faces and a many Feast sites (with the highest atte
ebrated at nearby Portsmouth with a vis= . hearty turkey dinner. LeeAnn Lukerdance being 81 this year), the brethre
Church provided funds to buy food forit by Queen Elizabeth II. That victorycomPleted room of new building chose the theme “Young at Heart”  here experience a unique intimacy th
the Feast. We also brought gasoline arttad signaled the end of the Napoleonic Services were held in French using David and Bonnie McCreery from creates lasting friendships and speci

Maloca, Brazil

oil for the electric generator we wouldera of the Holy Roman Empire.

sermons and sermonettes recorded at tReince George, British Columbia, whomemories.

use for the Feast, since they do not have Cathedral watchers were surprised té-east in France in 2004. The 2005 Fesvere attending their very first Festival, A beautifully decorated hall with

regular electricity in the village.

On the opening night, besides havin:
the welcome message, the brethr
received the Feast program and mal
gifts the Santiago, Chile, congregatio
had sent for them. They were all vel
happy.

I was gladly surprised when | foun
that all of the brethren understood an|
spoke fluent Portuguese—my first lan:
guage—besides English and the loc
dialect. Because of that, there was a | —
of camaraderie. | just felt at home witt] @k Jarvis in Winchester,
people with the same Spirit even thougPMoto by David Jardine)

L T
TEEHAGERS |

England

tival video was viewed, and everyonecommented, “It was much better tharvibrant fall colors and millennial themes
appreciated watching the video fromanticipated, more rewarding. To a thirstyproved to be a perfect setting for th
2004 again as well. soul the spiritual food was a meaty mesnany inspiring messages throughot
With some assistance from brethrersage—we gained till we were literally this year's Feast. Special music consis
in French-Europe and the United Statefursting at the seams.” Bonnie said, “Itsed of vocal solos, duets, beautiful instrt
meals were supplemented with speciaine time we won't have to go home andnentals and many inspiring selectior
treats such as meat for everyone, sontbet . . .and we never felt left out—sea-performed by the Regina Feast choir th
wine or beer for the adults and sodas faoned members included us . . . someserved to raise spirits and enrich tF
the children. Eating well three timestimes to the point we were overwhelmednsightful messages.
each day was all it took to make the Fesy love and kindness.” Bowling, miniature golf and a specia
tival a wonderful time of physical plen- Jean Jantzen dinner theater outing, were just a few ¢
ty and joy. the many activities enjoyed by the
Other Festival activities included Kingston, Ontario brethren in Regina this year. Young ar
nightly Bible studies and discussions A day of clear blue skies amidst frestold alike had the opportunity to partici

this was the first time | had metthem. see the Winchester Cathedral transand a family activity day that wasfall colors welcomed Feastgoers tgate in a special family fun show tha

The highest attendance was 59, witfiormed into the Vatican by a film crew enjoyed by everyone. The brethren werkingston and the 1,000 Islands. The fir

19 children and 40 adults. We had speecording footage for a film on tfiza
cial music every day, and everyone espaAnci Codestarring Tom Hanks.
cially enjoyed the children’s choir. ltwas  Holy Day offering figures demon-

very exciting to hear special music in thestrated that God's people really do have

local dialect. We also had special musitheir hearts in His work.

in Portuguese and English. We all sang Everyone was so friendly and help-
ful, and Festival coordinator PeterCanada
The first Holy Day Geraldo de SouzaHawkins found there were always will-
read a letter to all written by our pastoring helpers to assist in any way theyKelowna, British Columbia

the hymns in Portuguese.

Saul Langarica. All of them were verycould when the need arose.

also particularly encouraged by a Festievening service for 187 assembled at t
val card signed and sent by brethren iAmbassador Hotel Conference Resq
the St. Louis, Missouri, congregation. began under a bright full moon in a ch:
Moise Mabout and Joel Meekerdeliered ballroom. Local peoplg
expressed they had never seen a fall
late or frost-free. Temperature
remained mild with flowers still in f
bloom—an inspiring testament to God"
sacred calendar. Highest attendance
The Feast messages in Kelowna wer272, with a daily average of 213.

Fellowshipping in Regina
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featured entertaining skits, stories, sador Bible Center. One person was bap- Tartu is Estonia’s second largest city, Ingrid Frangois from Liége, Bel-
music, as well as poetry. . tized by Mr. Hernandez on the Lastand it is very easy to get around in omium, fell and broke her leg early in the

The region was blessed with beautifulC hjle Great Day. foot. The daily walk to services wasFeast, but her treatment and healir
blue skies, sunshine and crisp fall tem- The Caribbean setting was very warnabout 10 minutes. Restaurants and sitggogressed without any complication
peratures for the majority of the eightTrailanqui and humid, but the site was unaffectedf interest were all close by. A highlight(a number of complications were

days. There was a spirit of vision and In the beautiful tourist complex of by the hurricanes, except for a day or twavas a two-day excursion to Saarema@xpected because of her age and pre
unity throughout this year's Feast, as th@railanqui, in the south of Chile, we of heavy rains. In spite of Colombia’sthe largest island in the Baltic off theous health problems), and the docto
brethren ended the final service on thegain had the chance to have the mareputation as a dangerous country, theoast of Estonia. There we held servicesnd nursing staff said they were sui
Last Great Day with high spirits and avelous Feast this year. Trailanqui id~eastlocation was tranquil and safe, anith a spa hotel. prised and encouraged by her examg
renewed picture of God’s coming King-located 70 kilometers south of Temucdrethren felt comfortable strollingalong  The Feast was a good opportunity tof courage and confidence. Her hus
dom on earth. and 750 kilometers south of Santiago. the beach at any time of the day or nighgget together with all who are involved inband faithfully spent the rest of the
GlenWhite  We rented a bus to take our members Activities included a games night, atranslating our Church literature into theFeast at her side.
from Temuco to the Feast site. Most ofamily dance, a ladies’ social and craftdanguages of the area. We have or are Next year’s site will be in the pink-
St. John’s, Newfoundland the brethren at this site were from Temuexposition, a pool party for the children,translating several booklets andifiige  stone village of Collonge-la-Rouge, ir
Jesus said, “For where two or threeco and other small congregations in the dinner for the whole church and an outStudy Coursinto Estonian and Russ- the Perigord region of France, midwa
are gathered together in My name, | aniicinity. This Feast site has been a blessag to the beautiful Playa Cristales, dan. Also, three booklets have been trandetween Bordeaux and Clermont-Fe
there in the midst of them” (Matthew ing to them because it solved the problerheach located in the Tayrona Nationalated into Swedish, but not yet printedrand. Anticipation of the Feast 2006 i
18:20). With a maximum attendance obf distance and money if they had to travPark, about a 90-minute bumpy rideHenrikas Klovas and his family havealready building!

45 at the St. John’s site, we were a littlel to Mendoza with the rest of the brethreffrom Santa Marta bghiva(open-sided translated literature into Lithuanian. He Joel Meeker
more than two or three, and the presendeom Chile. Trailanqui has also been &us) and motor boat. maintains our Eastern European Web

of Jesus and the Father was very evblessing because if we all had to go to Ralph Levy site thatis linked to from our main UCG

dently there, as witnessed by the uniquislendoza, it would be impossible to fit Web site. Germany

experience that all of us had. Festivatverybody inthe same place. The Church . Victor Kubik

attendees said: “It was a Feast of miranembership has growninthe area,and € 0sta Rica Schluchsee

cles, love, laughter and unity.”“l learned Trailanqui has been the logical Feast site As the crisp autumn air descended ¢
greater knowledge of God's love for usfor the south of the country. San Jose France southern Germany, 194 of God's peop
and all mankind.” “It was the best Feast This year 109 brethren, including The first thing that a visitor noticed gathered to celebrate the coming King
ever; we truly mean this!” “What a won- children, attended the site in Trailanquiwas the warmth—not only in the weathL_.a Colle-sur-Loup dom of God in Schluchsee, a quiet vil
derful family we are part of!” Three years ago the attendance was 6, but more so in the Latino people who The marvelous French Riviera wadage nestled in the Black Forest. Cle:

Being small in number was con-Last year we were less than 100. make up God’s Church in El Salvador. the scene of the Festival in France thiblue skies, a forest ablaze with color, ar
ducive to developing a truly family During the Feast we had the blessing The El Salvadorian Feast was held gtear. Ninety-nine people attended irwinding trails along the shore of a shim
atmosphere. We had full attendance @b have two baptisms and several morthe Hotel Herradura in San Jose, Costthe village of La Colle-sur-Loup just amering lake served as reminders ¢
almost all the activities. We ate togethe . Rica, which provided a millennial set-few kilometers from the coastal city of God's wonderful creation and the corr
We played, listened to tremendous spil ting for the Feast. Nice. Temperatures were warmer thaing restoration of the earth.
itual messages and viewed very inspirg There was ample opportunity to takeusual, and though the first few days The brethren were blessed with abui
tional videos together. trips to see the beautiful beaches, mounwere rainy, sunshine warmed the lastlant fellowship, beautiful special music

Having Mr. and Mrs. Dale Schurter, tains, volcanoes, rivers and waterfalls opart of the Feast. Since services, lodgand inspiring German and English me:
with us added a new dimension to th Costa Rica. For the more adventurousig and meals were all at the same sitsages about our role in the coming King
Feast here. Their wisdom, knowledge— - (or the insane!) white-water rafting, each day allowed many hours of fel-dom and how to live our lives in antici-
and love heightened our Feast experfzNile (Photo by Christian Rosales) bungee jumping and rappelling througHowship. pation of it. The rejoicing was increase
ence greatly. In addition to Mr. Schurteractivities that contributed to the succesthe rain forest canopy were available.  Services were held alternately inby the addition of members to the Bod
we had a good complement of eldersfthe Feast. We had a ladies’night orga- Unity quickly developed as the themeFrench and English with simultaneousf Christ: three attendees were baptiz¢
and other speakers, each of whom addetdzed by the Spokesman’s Club of theor the Feast, and although there was taanslations provided. The very encourduring the Feast.
greatly to making this Feast a tremenregion. We also had a ladies’ lunch, andiuge language barrier between some afging sermons and sermonettes con- Activities during the Feast includec
dous success in directing us towardhere was a talent show event. All prethe Spanish- and English-speakingentrated on expanding understandingouth go-karting, volleyball, kegling
God’s great Kingdom, expounding Hissent showed their desire to make everyrethren, this was not important, af the Kingdom of God to be estab-(European-style bowling), youth Bible
great love for us and our part in bringinghody else happy and comfortable.  everybody knew that they were there folished on earth at the return of Jesustudies, a family dance and a senior
allmankind into an everlasting relation- Because the Feast site is surroundetle same purpose. We were remindeGhrist. The presence of Mr. and Mrsafternoon. Fifty-five toured nearby
ship with Him. by a river, some of our men were able tthat the Feast teaches us that we are orion Waterhouse and Mr. and Mrs. JacKeersburg castle, the oldest continual
go fishing and caught some salmon thaemporary in this world, but we wereHendren as visiting pastors and wivesnhabited castle in Germany. There wel
they shared with the rest! pointed toward looking for the Kingdom was particularly appreciated. also two Ambassador Bible Center sen

Because the site is so isolated fromwith Christ as its King, and we as the A group coach excursion to Monacainars conducted, giving a sample of whi
towns and villages, everybody wageachers, helping the rest of humanity tincluded a tour of the royal palace, resthe ABC program offers its students.
together in every activity. After activi- obtain salvation. idence of the late Princess Grace and At the farewell party on the final
ties we just stayed until late at night The majority of the 619 brethrenPrince Rainer, as well as the port, thevening, brethren sagalif Wiedersehen,
talking and comforting each other toattending the Feast resided in the onsite of the Monaco Grand Prix race andr ‘till | see you again.” This was a fit-
have the energy to face this world fohotel, being able to eat and socializ¢he famous Casino of Monte Carloting farewell, recalling the exciting sym-
another year. together freely. This sense of unity wagwhere none of the Festival attendeeBolism of the Last Great Day as w

We rented all of the cabins in theeasily galvanized, making it a most profiried the gambling . . .). eagerly anticipate the fulfillment of
complex. Some of the brethren stayedable and enjoyable Feast. Another coach excursion visited sevGod's promises and the completion ¢
Festival choir in St. John’s inthe main hotel, but for meals they also David Payne eral “perched villages,” medieval stoneHis plan of salvation for all mankind.

Special music was very inspiring ascame to the cabins. villages built on mountain or hilltops to Debbie Whitlark
well, with the choir consisting of almost  We were sad as we departed to our . protect them from pillaging armies. A
half the congregation. We had individu-hometowns but ready to face the world=Stonia third excursion included the heights
als doing special music as well. Everyand ready also to prepare for the Feast of overlooking Nice and its Mediter- Ghana
one wanted to serve. Tabernacles 2006! Tartu ranean port, as well as shopping time

The Lavrock Family Day was the Jaime Gallardo  For the firsttime in five years we heldin the picturesque quarter of the oldKumasi
usual success. We did have a couple of a Feast in Tartu, Estonia, open to transity. Over 700 brethren kept the Feast .
canoe incidents, but everything worked . fers from outside the Baltic Republics. A final excursion went to Cannes, athe Kumasi Polytechnic in Kumasi.
out fine in the end. Fine food wasColombia We had five from Sweden, one fromcity famous for its film festival and Ghana's second biggest city. Most of th
enjoyed, as well as an enjoyable sing- France, 12 from Estonia and Lithuaniabeaches. This excursion also includedmembers and their families were able 1
along and family dance. El Rodadero Beach one from France and the remainder ofisit to Saint Marguerite’s island, the stay at the Polytechnic itself, solving th:

The weather was good for the first A joyful Feast of Tabernacles wasthe 63 attendees from the United Statesland on which the famous “man in theproblem of transportation in a countn
four days; after that we had some raimbserved by 118 brethren at the Hotel For the northern climate that Estoniaron mask” (who actually existed andwhere very few people have cars. Th
but by then we were too engrossed witliuldama, El Rodadero Beach, Santds in, the weather was wonderful, withwhose identity is still a mystery) waswas also the first time everybody wa
enjoying family time together. It didn’t Marta, Colombia. Members came frommostly sunny days. We felt we fulfilled imprisoned for many years. able to keep the Feast together at o
snow and the temperature did stay abowadl parts of Colombia, as well as severabur goal to rejoice together before God Other activities included the annualFeast site.
freezing. from Ecuador, one from Venezuela anénd learn to respect His will forus. ~ meeting of the United Church of God- Melvin and Diane Rhodes were

Some of the attendees had attended éme from the United States. Sermons were translated by threérance association, an evening of slidguests. Mr. Rhodes is the senior pastor
previous years and many would like to  Sermons were given by Eduardo Hermembers for the Estonians into Estoniaand video presentations about the worthe congregations in Ghana.
return. It looks like we will be planning nandez, the pastor of the churches iand Russian. When Henrikas Klova®f UCG in French Africa and a delight-  Sermons focused on the meaning 1
the Festival for 2006! Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela, andpoke in Russian, we also had Englisful talent evening that included music the Holy Days, the uniqueness of our ca

David Smith Ralph Levy, an instructor from Ambas-translation. skits and jokes. ing and God'’s blessings for obedience.
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Kumasi is the capital of Ghana's2005 Feast in Lethem, Rupununi
ancient Ashanti kingdom and is rich inGuyana. There were 19 present on t
Ashanti culture. Members had thefirst day, including Maxwell Victor, a
opportunity to visit the royal palace, thedeacon from Dominica who spent fou
airport and the zoo. There were alsalays at the site. Brethren also got a sl
opportunities to play games, to fellow-prise visit from John Carvalho, a mem| =
ship and simply to get to know othersher who traveled all the way from Curiti
from different parts of Ghana. ba, Brazil, to keep the Feast with thel

Melvin Rhodes The brethren were elated that h
remained for the entire Feast.
The group enjoyed lots of fellowshipThe baptism of Mrs. Vincenza

Guatemala and a number of planned activities. Theurgaretta in the Tyrthenian Sea
congregation eagerly anticipated eaciuring the Feast in Italy
Antigua video sermon. The Festival video pre-

Australia, Canada, Cyprus, Francehis wife, DeLee, were warmly appre-
Mexico, Russia, South Africa, United ciated by all and contributed greatly t
Kingdom and the United States. the spiritual cuisine that was the heart (
Special presentations included messur Feast experience. Leadership sel
sages from Prince Ra'ad bin Zeid, lordnars, Bible studies for families anc
chamberlain to King Abdullah 11, and teens and baptism counselings provit
Akel Biltaji, personal advisory to King ed extra opportunities for persone
Abdullah 11 on interfaith cooperation, development.
peace in the region, terrorism and spe- Africa offers many challenges for it
cific needs in the country. inhabitants and even its visitors. Nc
During a visit to the Al Hussein Soci- everything went as smoothly as antic
ety for the Physically Challenged andpated including problems with three o
the Young Muslim Women's Associa-the buses carrying members on tt
tion Centre, the Feastgoers gave a donaafari, a permanent collapse of th

Some days before the Feastsentation was a special treat that wasreaching of the truth in Italy. A heartfelttion of assorted school and art supplieotel's water system on the second d:

Guatemala was in chaos: destroyednjoyed by youth and adults. The childretthanks to all indeed.

bridges, collapsed highways and hunperformed special music and entertained Carmelo Anastasi
dreds of dead because of the effects difie congregation. The teen Bible study

Hurricane Stan. Several of our brothersvas much appreciated by everyone. .

in the Church were isolated in the west- The Feast also presented an opportdgmaica

ern part of the country, and we feareahity to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ

that it would be very difficult for them to and the Kingdom of God to the staff atMlontego Bay

get to the Feast site.

unaffected by the hurricane, but werdocal congregation.
praying fervently for our brethren. Final-
ly we were able to contact the affectedor the help that was given to make thisng” of liquid sunshine on several days.

the hotel. Two workers at the hotel were This year 265 brethren from six counAmman. One day an especially inspi

Those of us living in the center andso impressed that they have requestedes rejoiced at the 400-acre Rose Halhg church service was conducted o
east side of the country were almosaudio and video sermon tapes from thResort in Montego Bay, Jamaica. Godloors on a hilltop above the valley at P
protected us from Hurricane Wilma,la, believed to have been a place
All who attended were very gratefulthough we were provided with the “blesstefuge for the early Church around A.O%

to each facility with the intention of of the Feast, and various illnesse
beginning service projects in the neaimpacted many of us, including malar
future. ia and stomach ailments.

Other highlights of the group’s tour-  These not uncommon challenges fc
ing opportunities included the Dead Seanembers in the region remind us thi
Jerash, the Jordan River, a day in Pet@od’s Kingdom is not here yet, but i

69.

they could take to the site. Everybodysite with one purpose in mind: to workitual nourishment with a focus on ourAmbassadors for Peace,” each day &
arrived successfully (though it took threehard to make the next Feast a better omeed to prepare for our destiny as chithe Feast we received an ambassado
times the usual travel time for some). with God's help and blessing. dren of God in the Kingdom. An inspir- ship tip of the day, such as: smile, be anost welcome!
By Oct. 17, we had sunshine and fab- Gary Atkinson  ing variety of music was presented fronight to others by displaying a positive In a post-Feast leadership meetir
ulous weather to start the Feast. the combined choir, Jamaican choirattitude, build mutual respect and hapthe leadership began assessing t
The powerful spirit of the Feast solos and children’s choir. Sabbatipiness is a choice, so enjoy the ride! needs for next year as we begin tF
brought happiness to the faces of thostg| school was offered on two days and the Youthful assistants taught a few helpsearch for the 2006 Feast site.
who came tired and afflicted because of young adults and teens participated in ful Arabic phrases each day to increase John Elliott
the long road and the disasters that theyabaudia thought-provoking Bible discussion oncultural awareness. Delicious ethnic
experienced. Because of all this, we all The Feast in Italy had a maximumthe Millennium. dishes complemented the daily buffet at .
were very happy and thankful to ourattendance of 324 participants (includ- Physical food and fellowship took the beautifully renovated Le Meridien Malawi
Almighty God. ing children) from various countries: place on the veranda overlooking théwotel in Amman.
It was a wonderful Feast, with mes-Australia, Chile, Holland, Nigeria, blue waters of the Caribbean Sea or at The millennial-themed messages furLake Malawi

gastgoers in Kenya

sages of encouragement to fight thiSouth Africa, Zambia, United Kingdom, nine other on-site restaurants. At théher enhanced the biblically significant The Feast in Malawi was held on th

world, exhorting us to live our lives with United States and, of course, Italy.
diligence according to God's ways. We were a small but enthusiasti
The Feast showed us how close thgroup of God’s people enjoying heart|
Kingdom of God can be. And it's so felt sermons, delicious food and Chris
urgent for us to see it in this way so weéan fellowship with one another. W
can make deep changes in our lives, seere living proof that language need n
God will be pleased with each of us andbe a barrier to getting to know and lov
will open the route to reach the King-one another in Jesus Christ. Your Italig]
dom and give us eternal life. brethren would like to express thei
We had a day for the family, with heartfelt thanks to all those who havggmaica
many activities and happiness that endselebrated the Feast of Tabernacles with
ed with a lunch. We had an afternoon fothem in Italy this year.
the ladies, with gifts, games and surpris- During the Feast, God added threevere involved in lively yet friendly com-

es. We had two activities for the youthmore members to His Church, two frompetition on the beach. The Fun Show
that were very unifying to all of them. the United States (Mr. and Mrs. Webberjave everyone an opportunity to displagvlosocho

The meeting hall was decorated wittand one from Italy (Vincenza Burgaret-his or her talents.

annual Family Day, young and old alike

landscape of this Feast of Tabernacleshores of beautiful Lake Malawi. The
mission to be “Ambassadors for PeaceSermons focused on the Kingdom ¢
in Jordan. To discover more adventur&od and the light that will be brought by
ous details, view awesome pictures takhis new age. The highest attendan
en by this year’s participants and find outvas 112, which beat the previous recor
how you can participate in future service A special night of entertainment wa:
projects or Feasts in Jordan, please vigiresented by the brethren of Malawi. /
www.ucgstp.org/jordanfeast in the com-goat roast was held on Thursday evenil

ing month. during the Feast where all had the oppc
Karen Halvorsen  tunity to really “feast.” During the enter-
tainment several youth presented mer
orized readings from the Bible.
Kenya Malawi is in the midst of a drought,

which is causing hunger to be a problel
there. The Feast was a time where th
This year 339 attendees celebratedere able eat plenty, thanks to some sy

the beauty of the flowers that the ladiesa). We give our new brethren our Afternoon activities included shop- the Feast at Mosocho, Kenya. Memeial donors in Canada and Britain.
placed with grace and care. The Feastarmest welcome to the family of God.ping, golf, water sports and a trip tobers came from Kenya, Tanzania, Elifazi Salawila was ordained a deg
sermon video made us feel very close to During the eight days of the Feast, th®unn’s River Falls. Most spent time inUganda and the United States. The
our brothers in Africa, and we thank Godweather was wonderful, nice and warmfellowship and relaxation at the resort'dush, high-altitude equatorial climateg
for the opportunity to know more aboutWe participated in cultural tours topools and spectacular Sugar Mills Fallprovided moderate temperatures a
their lives and activities. We will have famous historical places like Pompeiiwater complex. daily afternoon rain showers. The al
them in our minds and in our hearts an&ome and the Vatican museums. We This wonderful spiritual and physicalinclusive facility provided everyone
will pray always for them: Greetings, also had memorable social activities likd-east of Tabernacles enabled us to leawith full-board amenities in an intimatd
dear brothers in Africa! the talent show, the Family Day on theabout and experience the coming Kingfamily setting.
The harvest of fruits this year wasbeach and the evening dance. dom of God in a wide variety of ways.  Family-oriented activities included g
very greatin all the spiritual aspects, and On the last day of the Feast, Giacomo Randy and Kay Schreiberbus convoy safari though Rumj
was even greater with five persons wh®izzuti, a member of the Italian nation- National Park. Brethren were fascina
were baptized during the Feast. God'al council, was ordained as a deacon. At ed by many game animals including
family keeps growing and God's gospethe end of the Feast there was a send-gfordan large herd of giraffe galloping acros!
continues growing. This year the attento say “Arrivederci” to all of our the plain. Family Day was accentuategh., i
dance was an average of 522. brethren before their departure from théAmman with gift bags provided for the third
Luis Eliseo Mundo Tello Feast site. With the theme of “Ambassadors foryear by the Phoenix North and North-con on the first day of the Feast.
Many brethren have already writtenPeace”and a special invitation extendedrn Arizona congregations and special The Feast in Malawi has a specit
to usin appreciation. Yet we are the onesy the royal family, approximately 238 children’s treats provided annually bymeaning to those attending because
G uyana who need to sincerely express our gratgarticipants enjoyed a fun-filled, educa-Anna Brill of the Yuma, Arizona, con- the conditions that they live under. The
fulness for their brotherly presencetional, safe and spiritually inspiring gregation. A teen trip to a geothermahre looking forward to the coming of the
Lethem Rupununi friendship and support. And, of courseFeast of Tabernacles in sunny Ammareruption site reunited last year's attenKingdom where their dreams will be ful-
It was a moving moment when thewe thank all Feast participants for theidordan. Feastgoers were warmly weldees to United Youth Camp Kenya. filled.
opening hymn was sung to begin thgenerous offerings to support thecomed from the following locations:  Guest speaker Vernon Hargrove and

Bill Jahns



UnitedNews November 2005 13

United Church of God, an International Association

The Feast video was very inspiringheadbands and headdresses, while thecome magnetically attached, and All the managers of the hotels w«
. The joy and zeal of our brethren inmen looked dashing in suits and a rangeere driven to the airport to fly to thestayed in, with no exception and with
|\/|a|ays|a Africa is very motivating. And the of hats! It was fun, and many danced thether Feast site in Nigeria, Badagryout me asking them, complimented u
introduction by Mr. Kilough of the night away to a fantastic live band. ~ (near Lagos). for the “well-behaved” people we
Melaka members of the home office staff, gave There were also plenty of opportu- In the Badagry Feast site we werérought to this town and asked us t
Fine tropical weather welcomed 40us all a better perspective of the worlnities to fellowship at restaurants ancequally honored by the respect and lovéplease return next year.”
brethren from eight nations to thethat Jesus Christ is doing through o of the 70 brethren in attendance. Manuel Quijano
Malaysian port city of Melaka (Malac- organization. We also deepened our love and
ca). Local members from Indonesia, We enjoyed a very pleasant climat respect for them as we discoveredmore
Malaysia and Singapore joined visitorsn San Miguel Allende, warm and sun abouttheir lives and the daily challengePh|||pp|nes
from Australia, England, Mauritius, ny during the day and pleasantly codg that they face. We found them to be con-
New Zealand and the United States atarly in the morning and during thef verted followers of God who are highlyBaguio City
the newly renovated City Bayview evening. intelligent. Many of them are very well  Baguio City once again was one ¢
Hotel. The activities included, in chrono- educated and hold responsible positionthree Feast of Tabernacles sites for tl
Scattered brethren from distant partéogical order: a talent show (with Mex-| high in the government and commerceUnited Church of God in the Philip-
This Feast was special, too, becausgines. For five consecutive years nov
Mr. Kellers was able to ordain a very finethe Feast has been held at the conferel
once a year—at the Feast. They observeimbers, including a solo mimic of thel ; ! man as a minister of Jesus Christ, Oluhall of the “Ang Ating Tahanan” grounds
the Sabbath and Holy Days alone, lisFigaro opera); a ladies’afternoon tea; @hoto by Michelle Mills) dare Akinbo (affectionately called Dare,of the Girl Scouts of the Philippines
tening to taped sermons and literature iphildren’s party; a family brunch with cafes, and enjoy the hospitality ofpronounced Dahree). We enjoyed getocated in Baguio City.
their homes. live music by a guitar trio; a Mexican members in their temporary homesting to know Dare; his wife, Oluwato-  The Feast started out with the openir
So the Feast is a special time fonight with a delicious dinner and danceSome of the more active enjoyechungbogbo (Tohun, in short, pro-night message being given to us by o
catching up with friends, relating life with live music performed by the indoor rock climbing, deep-sea fishing,nounced Tong); his children; his motherminister from Dagupan City, Eriz
experiences and becoming spirituallyMineros Band; @allejoneadawhich  feeding dolphins and bike rides througtand his wife’s mother and family. Dizon. We were expecting attendance-
rejuvenated for the coming year. Eatingis a night stroll and music show throughwine-growing areas. Dr. Akin Ogundegi serves as the deabe about 90, lower than last year due
fellowshipping and laughing together inthe colonial streets of San Miguel The highest attendance was 95. Duron, and we also enjoyed getting tdrethren transferring to other Philippin

come together for church services justlances from Chile and other joyfu y ——
ndoor rock climbing in New Zealand

large groups—sometimes late into théAllende, led by aestudiantinawhich  ing services, the children’s choir treatecnow him and his wife and family.

Feast sites; but we were very muc

evenings—featured greatly in Melaka. is a music group of young people withus to two special music performances. | guess it is needless to say that owgncouraged to see the number exces

Tours of local historical attractionstypical dress, music instruments and Visiting speakers, including Robel
were a special treat for many visitorssongs; and a special brunch for all th®ick, chairman of the Council of Elders
Over the centuries, Portuguese, DutctChurch people who served during thelescribed New Zealand as a “millenn
British, Chinese and Islamic traders andFeast, as a recognition of their servicegl” location because of the peaceful ai
colonial governance have shaped Melazot only during the Feast, but throughscenic setting. A visitor from Arizona|
ka’s unique architecture and cuisineout the years in their respective areasloved New Zealand and the friendl
Although Malaysia is now a predomi- As a highlight of the Feast, Godlocals so much that he is planning t
nantly Islamic nation of some 24 million blessed us with six baptisms and amove permanently down under. Ang
people, Christians and other religiousrdination: Alberto Gonzalez, deacontwo young men from Australia rated thig
denominations are normally permittedn the Tepic congregation, was ordainegear’s Feast as one of their best.
to practice their faiths publicly and ininto the ministry of our Lord and Sav- Michelle Mills
peace. ior Jesus Christ.

After the major natural disasters and As usual, there was much emotion .
other challenging events in Asia this pa N igeria

Children in Nigeria

ing our expectations, as the attendan
reached its highest on the sixth day
125!

We were likewise encouraged by th
presence of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Franks
who shared the Feast with us for the fir
two days before proceeding to our lloi
lo and Davao Feast sites. Mr. Frank
gave very inspiring and encouragini
messages that helped us focus more
our mission of seeking first and foremos
God's Kingdom and being fully deter-
mined to make it there with God's help

We were excited to see this year's Fe

year, brethren were reassured by me
sages focusing on the coming Millenni
um, the solutions to mankind’s problem{
and their part in God’s plans, both no
and into the future.

Jeff Caudle

Mexico

beloved brethren in Nigeria need youtival video featuring our brethren in
Owerri and Badagry fervent prayers for God's daily help inAfrica. The video helped us better apprt
My wife, Ruth, and | had no idea, astheir lives. | asked Mr. Kellers why heciate our brethren in that part of thi
we flew from Brisbane, Australia, to and his lovely wife, Lucretia, have keptworld, and the challenges that they a
London and then to Lagos, Nigeria,coming back to Nigeria, since their firstfacing. In spite of those challenges, w
what a life-changing, memorable expevisitin 1990. “It's because of these won-are sharing in that very same hope of
rience, we were in for. We were kindlyderful people,” he said. My wife, Ruth, wonderful world tomorrow, as picturec
picked up from the airport and made t@nd | totally agree. by the Feast of Tabernacles.
feel very welcome in Nigeria. KenMurray  The brethren enjoyed an earlier the

The next day we flew to Owerri,
where we enjoyed three wonderful days

We had an excellent Feast in Salf - of the Feast with 104 of our brethrenPary
Miguel Allende. Our maximum atten- Dancing in Mexico sharing a Nigerian-style resort facility.
dance was 341 for services and 261 fand tears as the brethren said good-by#e felt overwhelmed by the genuineHuanchaco

San Miguel Allende

usual Festival show on the second d:
of the Feast. A variety of songs, musi
and folk dances were performed an
presented by the brethren themselves
the delight of everyone present, espr

Bible studies. Most members fromand embraced each other, expressirigve extended to us by our members, This year 151 people gathered ircially our honored overseas guests. Ot
throughout Mexico attended, as well asheir desire to meet again at the comingho made us instantly feel like part ofHuanchaco, a very peaceful town on ther activities were likewise enjoyed by
three visitors from Chile and 12 visi- Feast, which Mr. Roybal announcedtheir families. It was like a foretaste ofshores of the Pacific Ocean, to joyfullyboth the young and old alike. Among th
tors from the United States. God willing, would once again take the kind of love that we will all enjoy in celebrate the last two Feasts to our Heaectivities were the youth and family day

The spiritual nourishment that Godplace in San Miguel Allende next yearthe Kingdom of God. enly Father. We were educated in theity tour and the seniors’ dinner. Ther
provided was a true spiritual banquet. Pablo Dimakis  Unfortunately, Nigeria is a fledgling wonderful meaning of the Feasts and owas also a film showing and a “videoke

We had five Bible studies, 10 sermon-

ettes, 10 sermons and the Feast video.

The Feast site coordinator was Laurq\New Zealand

Roybal, a church pastor in Mexico and

democracy battling ingrained corrup-how to improve our marriages and famactivity as well.

tion, bad management, unreliable infraily relationships while waiting for the ~ With all the enjoyment and the spiri-
structure such as erratic power supplieseturn of Jesus Christ. tually inspiring messages we receive
defective communications, poor water One of the highlights of the Feast wasluring this Feast, we again felt the Fea

manager of the office in Mexico. He Napier supply and sanitation and decrepit roathe video sent from the home office had ended too quickly. Nevertheless, w
was assisted by five ministers, eight Almost 100 people attended the Newnetworks with numerous roadblocks. which, many brethren commented, wadelt that this was indeed the best spiritt
deacons and deaconesses, and all tdealand site in Napier, a sunny, seaside My prayers for Christ's urgent return very encouraging. Another reason for usl Feast ever.
ushers and many other people thatity. The local Kiwis were joined by over have taken on a deeper fervency, wheto rejoice was the baptism of two ladies, Rey Evasco
served during the Feast. 40 visitors from the United States anctonsidering the blights imposed uporVeronica Aguirre and Clarivel Zegarra.

The sermons, Bible studies and serAustralia. As Napier is a small site, itdecent, hardworking Nigerians. On the physical side we had manybavao City
monettes focused on the meaning of therovides a great opportunity for people In the Owerri area, Fred Kellersfamily-oriented activities. We had fam-  Amidst several firsts, the Davao Fes
Feast and on the family. Some of théo meet aimost everyone and enjoy felrelies on faithful leaders in the Churchily dances, family outdoor activities, ourtival site registered an in-camp atter
topics covered were: “The Brotherhoodowship. Overall it was a happy, relaxingsuch as Romanus Okere and Petéraditional children’s party (where we dance count of 335, which was a 10 pe
of the Mat,” “Our Inheritance Is to Be and friendly Feast. Aluyi, who have a good family-team of parents have a lot of fun), a lively talencent increase over last year. Othe
Like Christ,” “Perspective From the The activity highlight was a 1920s-assistant leaders. Joseph Forson and sisow and also a seniors’ get-together. statistics included nine infants blesse
New World,” “What Our Reward Will themed dinner and dance, where manyife, Gloria, also traveled all the way By the end of the Feast we left withfive baptisms and one ordination into th
Be,”“The Last Great Day” and “Called Feastgoers dressed up in costumes, hirfdm Abuja, in central Nigeria, and hethe strong desire to persevere in Godsldership—that of Paul M. Cebrian S|
to Overcome.” God's inspiration wasfor the occasion from local costume andjave a very fine sermon about buildingvay and maintain the close friendshipdhose baptized were Herculano Barini
evidentin all the topics covered, as weltheater companies. The women looketoly, righteous character. we were able to develop with ourRenante and Lorena Angana, Annd
as in the prayers, singing and speciahagnificent in their glamorous 1920s- The next morning we tearfully said brethren to encourage each other to fir-ou Cuizon and Meryl Lynn Macaraeg
music presented during services.  style dresses, feather boas, long glovegpod-bye to our friends to whom we hadsh the Christian race. Apart from the standard daily morn:
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ing services, afternoon activities includ-sively to us by the resort management. Other comments about the Feast werteansport to services and shopping mucBeruwala, Sri Lanka. Beruwala is locat

ed livelihood workshops on various Resort personnel were always happ$a warm and friendly atmosphere,” “aeasier next year. ed 58 kilometers (36 miles) south of th
trades, a new and challenging youth anth welcome our group as they have expareat Feast,” “the messages were excel- Stan Botha capital city, Colombo, along the beauti
singles activity; a seniors’social; a fam+ienced how we conduct ourselveslent and very clear” and “I am thankful ful shoreline of the Indian Ocean.

ily sports day with fruit festival; and a Many comments were heard that we arfer all we heard, and | plan to put it intoUvongo The Neptune Hotel is an all-inclusive
Bible study with Q&A on the Sabbath the only group that is responsible, orderuse in my life.” More than 200 brethren celebrated thbeach resort with a friendly and courte
afternoon. ly, humble and always radiating joy. As a song goes that we heard duringeast at Uvongo, the highest attendanais staff offering Feastgoers a wonde

Evening activities included a presen- What made this Feast truly a greathe Lisbon-by-night tour:“Cheira  being 243 on the Last Great Day. ful example of South Asian hospitality
tation of the Festival video on the opensuccess was the love and concern &fem... cheiraaLisboalranslatedand  Uvongo is situated on the east coast fhe hotel was one of many Sri Lanka
ing nightand on the eve of the Last Greatveryone toward each other. Alladapted to God's way we can really saySouth Africa in the province of Kwa- beach hotels damaged by the Decemt
Day, fellowship and family nights, a expressed gratitude and heartfelt thankét's a lovely aroma, it's the aroma of Zulu Natal and boasts some of the fine2004 tsunami. However, due to the dili
Spokesman’s and Graduate Club grade our loving Father for His calling and God's Feast.” gence of the staff, the hotel wa
uation dinner, a colorful variety showthe opportunity to keep the Feast of See you in Portugal next year! fully functional during the Feast.

and a helpful Bible study. Tabernacles and the Last Great Day. Jorge and Kathy de Campog Brethren enjoyed an abun-

This Feast featured other special Florante Siopan dance of delicious food featuring
blessings: a roasted calf was served on . Sri Lankan curries and interna
both the first and last day and many gifts St. Lucia tional fare. Most dinners featurec
and goodies were distributed during thePortugaJ : ] 1 L8 entertainment with a live band
Feast. Rodney Bay —— " =i = playing Western and Sri Lankar

Topping our list of spiritual blessings Costa da Caparica The Feast this year was held at theecond and third generation attendees  yysjc. The waiters even performe
were the three inspiring sermons deliv- Inspiring messages, beautiful weathsprawling Rex Resorts complex of Uvongo (photo by Neil Becker) magic tricks to fascinate the children

ered by Council of Elders member Jimer and a warm, friendly atmospherehree adjoining hotels—Royal, St.and most reasonably priced accommawell as entertain the adults. Brethre
Franks, who was visiting with his wife, characterized the Feast of Tabernacldsucian and Papillion—in the popular dation in the country. The moderate cliwere treated to an evening show ¢
Sharron. in Portugal. Services were held at th&odney Bay area. Our high attendancmate, warm ocean and beautiful scener(andyan dancing. The weather wa
Looking from both the physical and picturesque fishing village of Costa dawas 135. make it an ideal Festival site, and thignjoyable, featuring warm temperature
spiritual aspects, the Feast this year waSaparica. This year 55 brethren attend- Brethren came from several islandgyear we were blessed with exceptionalwith sunny skies tempered with the coo
blessed by God to be our greatest thus fad from the United States, Spain, Italyin the Caribbean—St. Croix, St. Kitts, ly fine weather. ing effect of some tropical rains.
Edmond D. Macaraeg the United Kingdom and Portugal.  St. Vincent, Bahamas, Barbados and St. Visitors were from the United States, Brethren heard many message
Lucia—as well as Canada and the UnitNew Zealand and Germany. Ledocusing onthe millennial reign of Jesu
ed States. The tropical environmenMcCullough and his wife, Marion, spent Christ and the Kingdom of God. Festi
was very relaxing, as it gave us a smathe last six days of the Feast with us conval activities included a Family Day or
foretaste of the world tomorrow. Wetributing to the many inspiring sermon-the beach that included novelty game
had timely messages on refocusing owttes and sermons focusing on the consuch as water balloon toss, pass the ri
attention on that future event. ing Kingdom of God and our future roleand tug-of-war, as well as prizes for th
The brethren had the opportunity taduring the Millennium and beyond.  children and swimming and games i
participate in two organized activities. Some of the topics covered were: Outhe pool.
One was a “Welcome Night” hosted byexample at the Feast as ambassadors foBrethren also enjoyed an outing to th
the local brethren. We were entertaine€hrist, celebrating the establishment oKosgoda Turtle Hatchery and Galle For
by a local folk band and dancers. Thé&od's government, appearing beforeAt the turtle hatchery Feastgoers wel
other was a sea cruise to the region abyalty, holding fast to “the hope within allowed to hold sea turtles that had ju:
| i the island called Soufriére. us,” recharging our spiritual batteries hatched the previous day and would t
Each congregation contributed a nUME o inment in Porugal After the Feast ended and most of thimoking forward to the world tomorrow, released into the see
ber for the Entertainment Night. niertainment in Fortuga brethren left, several of the hotel stafinid-Feast checklist, remembering the following day.
Added to the rejoicing and enjoyment  Activities included a boat ride down commented that things were not theloseph, the sockeye salmon run and g As the group contin-
of the brethren was the roasted calf antthe Tagus River to the Ocenarium. Theame. A couple of them stated, “It justspiritual journey, a Millennium of teach: ued from Kosgoda
overflowing ice cream, offered to every-Ocenarium allowed us to admire God'seems dead around here since thieg, a laminated beam demonstratg to Galle, the damage
one through the generosity of thecreative power and humor in some verghurch people have gone.” how many members make a unite] from the tsunami
brethren from Manila. The brethren alsainique animals. Other tours included a Well done, good and faithful ser- church, righteous rulership, back into th was very apparent.
enjoyed the gifts that were given by ouwisit to Sintra, Boca do Inferno (naturalvants, in shining the light of God. Thisworld, lessons from Elijah and the hi Some people are still

Punta Villa, lloilo

At the Feast in Punta Villa, lloilo,
attendance soared to 164, aimost doul]
from the year 2002. Attendance for 200
was 130, 105 for 2003 and 85 for 2004
This year, for the first time, foreign
guests from the United States numberg
16; Australia, 6; Sabah, East Malaysid
13; and Hong Kong, 1.

Activities during the Feast included|
Family Day, Youth Day, Entertainment
and Dance Night and Seniors’ Night

foreign brethren. craters formed by the sea) and Cadas indeed been a memorable Feast.tory of man, from creation through thg living in temporary
Another highlight of the Feast was thecais/Estoril. Arnold J. Hampton future Great White Throne Judgment. g shelters among the

baptism of eight people from Manila, A definite highlight was the Lisbon- The Festival film was of particular ruins of what were

Leyte, Antique and Sabah. by-night bus tour, which ended at a typ- . interest, since it focused on the congr once houses and
We were blessed with the messagesal Portuguese restaurant where th&§outh Africa gations of southern Africa. Many pre shops.

given by our visiting minister, Jim meal was accompanied by the tradition- sent saw themselves being interviewey Galle Fort was

Franks, whose excellent contribution leftal Fado singing and folk dancing. ThisGeorge The physical activities included g
us all spiritually uplifted. The Festival was enjoyed by all, young and old alike. Fifty-seven brethren kept a truly family morning on the Uvongo beac!
video, which focused on the work of theA ladies’ breakfast was also enjoyed ofinspiring and encouraging Feast irplaying volleyball, touch rugby, socce Sri Lanka 1589. The present
Church to preach the truth of God andunday. George. Guest speakers Les McCuland tug of war, while the smaller chil- fort was constructed
giving light to those who are in spiritual ~ This year we had the added blessingpugh and Bill Jahns focused thedren played games and participated inly the Dutch in 1663. Brethren toure:
darkness, was very inspiring and wasf baptizing Maria Conception Llagunobrethren on that time we yearn for whersand castle competition (enthusiasticathe National Museum and walked alon
very much appreciated by the brethrerSerrano of Spain, wife of MaassoudChrist will LG T ly assisted by their parents). the fort wall overlooking the Indian
The venue of the Feast in lloilo pro-Zojaji, also a member in Spain. The twacome bacld The youth enjoyed a trip out to sea irDcean.
moted closeness and unity as all of thevith their lovely daughter form the first as King of search of whales. They were rewarded One of the highlights of the Feast we
Feastgoers stayed in one resort. THamily in United in Spain. We rejoice Kings and with the sighting of two adult whales andthe talent show. The Sri Lankan brethre
brethren ate their meals together and hasith this addition to God's family. Lord  of acalf. did an outstanding job in providing ar
the privilege of using most of the resort  Special music was also enjoyed durt.ords. Our seniors, 60 and over, were treatevening of entertainment for the Fest
facilities for free. That included the useing the Feast under the direction of Ross The fel- ed to lunch and fellowship at a nearbyal attendees. Perhaps the most men
of three swimming pools, a playgroundCoffaro and the able piano playing of owship restaurant called the Croc Pot (so namedble part of the Feast was the wonde
and a basketball court, all granted excluNigel Scott-Williams. The youth and was a high: because it is situated on a crocodiléul fellowship among brethren from
family choir sang a special hymn in bothlight of the farm). different countries and cultures. By th
English and Portuguese. Feast and All too soon it was time to say ourend of the Feast we truly felt like mem
God was presentin an inspiring Feaghe young_ ) good-byes and return to life’s challengeders of a large family anxiously awaiting
and many positive comments wereadults in theBill Jahns speaks in “in the world.” our next reunion!
received. “The Feast was a very specigiroup set a3€0rge, South Africa Neville Smith David Baker
learning experience for me,” said Valeriewonderful example of serving and let-
Waddle. ting their light shine wherever they went.
“What a tremendous Feast in Portu- A new hall for services next year atSyj Lanka Togo
gal. So many thoughts keep runninghe Feast has been secured in a millen-
through my mind about it. So manynial setting on the outskirts of the townBeruwala Tsévié
things remind me of it, and it is such abordering the natural forests. A new Thirty brethren from SriLanka, India ~ Fifty people from Benin and Togo,
pleasure to think of how special it was,"shopping mall outside the town has alsand the United States observed the Feastd one visitor from the Democratic
Family in lloilo, Philippines said Lois Boughman. been built. The new facilities will makethis year at the Neptune Hotel inRepublic of the Congo gathered in th

originally built by
the Portuguese in
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Feastgoers in Togo

beautiful, starting out warm and thenCarlsbad and commute to services. exceeded our pre-Feast high expect
cooling off later during the Feast. Peak While metropolitan San Diego hastions. God truly blessed the 2005 Fea
attendance for the Feast was 1,378. world-class attractions, the primaryof Tabernacles. Once again the hill cou
The messages were very inspiringttraction at the Escondido Feast sit&y of Texas was a big draw for our Tex
and freshened our vision of the Kingightfully remains the Festival activities an brethren and for those who tran:
dom of God. God's Spirit was clearlythemselves and the brethren, whderred in to be with us.
inspiring the speaking and the listeningplunge in to “keep the Feast” in allits The Sabbath between the two Hol
Sermons covered many aspects of thespects. Throughout the course of thBays was our highest attendance wi
coming Kingdom of God. The first day; 978. This was 100 more than the ear
we heard about the world without wa| preregistration numbers. Attendance fc
and the need for restoration of all thing the entire Feast was consistently hic
The Last Great Day we saw the fact th and greater than anticipated. Sermol
those who reject the annual and seven were exceptional this year, with man'

village of Tsévié, Togo, for the Feast. Incue, which was prepared using the Toralong with over 60 cybercast viewerscoming Kingdom of God.
spite of recent civil unrest in this Westgan underground oven. We also held &iom as far away as Hamburg, Germany. Jim Tuck began the Festival by§
African nation, God blessed this sitepicnic and sports day at one of the beatany brethren from other groupsreminding us through vivid historicalf il i
with peace and calm. tiful beaches in the kingdom. attended with us. Also, at least five for-accounts how God has intervened f!
Two uninhabited houses with walled We were so blessed, both spirituallymer member families from Central Ore-world history. He showed that the sal
compounds were rented for use as doand physically. This Feast encouragedon attended the Feast for the first timé&od who controls massive events is al =" 1
mitories at the Festival site. Servicess to keep our focus on the wonderfuafter many years of absence. our personal God and invites us into th
were held in the shade of a large tree world tomorrow, when everyone will  Sermons and sermonettes wergear's festival experience to make a di & =F
one of the compounds. dwell in peace and harmony. exceptionally good this year. Several folference. .
Members who are subsistence farm- Heamasi Ta'ufo'ou lowed a theme of our destiny of helping This year's special Bible study feal » e
ers in Togo brought their Festival tithe others during the millennial rule of tured Robin Webber presenting a sul | :
inthe form of food they had grown. This__ Christ. A wide range of activities wasject titled “When | Brought Them Out,” If
was supplemented with food purchased rinidad & Tobago available for all age groups. The niceshowing the parallels between the bookS Il Iskand (photo b id Trevbi
with assistance from other parts of the weather allowed members to enjoy thef Exodus and Revelation. ekyll Island (photo by David Treybig)
world, which allowed special treats suchiChaguanas many scenic attractions of Central Ore- Clyde Kilough, the president of thelots of fellowship in the nearby hotels
This was the second year the Unitedion. United Church of God, reminded theand homes.
Church of God has kept the Feast of One member’s purse was stolen oaudience on the opening Holy Day of Three new activities were added thi
Tabernacles on the island of Trinidadthe Last Great Day, threatening to enthe importance of “Keeping Our Eyesyear, including bus tours to Savanna
The initial plans were thrown off when the Feast on a negative note. However,in the Horizon” lest we despair in theand the Okefenokee Swamp, plus a sg
brethren had to change the Feast sitewatis found in a shopping cart at a nearbnoment. He used the very vivid analo€ial Sabbath buffet brunch at the prest
the 11th hour. Satan was quite busy asupermarket and returned with all thegy of seasickness, and an accompangious Jekyll Island Club Hotel.
Ll the Feast days approached, but theredit cards and driver's license intacing practical cure that has tremendous The weather was beautiful with
8 group was determined that he wouldand only part of the cash missing. Unsospiritual overtones of keeping our eyesvarm, sunny days before turning slight
not get the better of them. Services wericited donations from concerned mem-on the Kingdom of God. ly cooler by the end of the Feast
held at the church hall, which is locatecbers more than made up for the missing The Escondido Feast site experiencedithough our weather was great, wi
as sodas for the children and an occén the borough of Chaguanas in centratash. cooler weather than usual this year, butrere closely watching the path of Hur
sional glass of wine or beer for theTrinidad. Larry J. Walker the warmth and fire of the brethren'sricane Wilma and praying that the
adults. The brethren all helped to decorate the enthusiasm and desire to learn more thdromes of our members would be spare
The ladies present took turns preparehurch hall, which looked very beautiful Branson, Missouri made up for a few degrees on a ther- David Treybig
ing the meals over charcoal fires. Eatingnd celebratory. The highest attendance Almost 1,400 enthusiastic membersnometer. Each year nearly 40 to 50 per-
three meals a day, including meat fowas 17. Feastgoers had the pleasure géthered to celebrate the Feast in Braent of our people stay in the nearbKerrville, Texas
lunch or dinner, made this Festival a trueelebrating the Feast with Mr. and Mrsson, Missouri, where the weather wadeach communities of Oceanside or The third year in Kerrville met and
feast of joy and plenty. People in this pa
of the world often don't eat all they
would want, and only eat meat once
month or so, if that.
Services were held in French with®
translation into the local Ewe languagsg
Deacon Kossi Fiaboé organized the sef
vices and played the cassette-recordd:
sermons from a previous Feast i
France.
French regional pastor Joel Meeke] .
was present for the opening night angteastgoers in Trinidad
the first day of the Feast. He gave one
sermon and answered many question§ingsley Mather and their daughterday Sabbaths of God in favor of th people commenting on how inspiring a
during a wide-ranging Q&A Bible Janice Lynn, as well as with Maxwell eighth day (Sunday) will have to wai the messages were.
study. He was also able to present a on¥fictor, a deacon from Dominica who until the symbolic eighth day of th Our weather was clear with brigh
hour live telecast on the topic “Will kept the second half of the Feast irFeast for their opportunity for salvation blue Texas skies. The temperature was
Christ Return?” on a local Christian tele-Trinidad. Many guests from other Feast-kee| the mid 80s and low 90s, with a coc
vision station. Once again, the group had Familying fellowships were at services with u front on the last two days that brougt
During the Feast, several local vil-Day at the beautiful and serene La Vegat different times. Our UCG IiteratureEscondido California cool evenings and fall days in the lov
lagers, including the owner of one of theEstate, which is nestled in the foothills ofdisplay was a very popular area, and we ' 70s. There was only one brief rain th
houses rented, became intrigued by thiae Central Mountain Range. This estatexhausted most of our booklets agaimeek, our people were able to experieame late at night toward the end of tt
example of our brethren, and by thds over 100 acres and is beautifully landthis year. ence young adult and teen drop-irFestival.
meaning of the Feast of Tabernaclescaped with ponds for fishing and pad- Over 300 senior citizens enjoyed asocials, a teen beach party in Oceanside, Family Day at a real working ranclk
Several indicated a desire to learn mordle boats, nature trails for biking, exoticdelicious senior citizens’ luncheon.and a senior citizens’ banquet. was replete with barbecue, a world
and asked if they could begin attendindruits and plants. The estate also offersamily Day was again held at an area The most popular event continues tsenowned trick roper and entertainmel
services on the Sabbath. Our brethren jpicnic areas like the “Bamboo Nursery’amusement park with young and oldbe the old-fashioned Family Day picnicprovided by our own brethren. The
Togo really let their lights shine, and itwith its tall, overarching bamboo plantsjoining in for an afternoon of fun and fel- at nearby oak-shaded Felicita Park thaélyers brothers, Dave, Skip, Steve an
seems our heavenly Father used thitat create a shady place for relaxingpwship. Although rain was supposed tdrings all the brethren together to expedohn, provided a concert that raise
light to further the work of the Church! with friends and family. fall throughout the day on Family Day,rience in type the peaceful harmony oflmost $6,000 for the Good Works Prc
Koffi Fiaboé and Joel Meeker It was a joyful time, despite the obstait turned out to be one of the most beatthe wonderful world tomorrow. gram.
cles. The spirits of the brethren were lifttiful days of the entire Feast—even Robin Webber  One of the hotel directors mentione
ed as they heard the live and video sethough it was quite a bit cooler. several times how much they apprecia

Tonga mons portraying the wonderful world  The special music this year at theJekyll Island, Georgia having our brethren and that our grou
tomorrow. The brethren look forward toFeast was very inspiring and the mes- Since 1963 members of the Churchwas the best group they have ever ha
Mu'a planning for next year's Feast. sages were particularly appropriate foof God have been convening on this It is to God we give thanks and th

This year 24 brethren attended the Marsha Basant
Feast in the Kingdom of Tonga. We

started off with a theme of “To Focus,”
which drove this year's Feast to be thd nited States

the Feast of Tabernacles. The genergkaceful nature preserve to enjoy a foresredit for the wonderful example tha
Bible study on family in the world taste of the coming Kingdom of Godwas set and for His gift of the wonderfu
tomorrow, the young adults seminar angbictured by the Feast of Tabernacles arfeeast of Tabernacles.
the teen Bible study were all well attendLast Great Day. Britton M. Taylor
best that we have ever observed. ed. The overall climate at the Feast this The long-standing tradition continued
We were blessed with wonderfulBend-Redmond, Oregon year was very positive and left us with ahis year as 1,297 brethren packed theahaina, Maui, Hawaii
weather throughout the Festival. The Over 800 Feastgoers enjoyed one afense of urgency about completing theonvention center on the first Holy Day. We had a wonderful Feast in beaut
services were blessed by powerful anthe best Feasts ever at the Bend-Redwork God has given us to do. Although we came close to having to seful Lahaina, Maui. There were abou
inspiring sermons along with somemond site. Weather was nearly perfect— Michael Blackwell up an overflow room, we managed to geb00 brethren attending services or
wonderful special music. warm, sunny days with temperatures everyone in the main auditorium. block away from the seashore. We we
Our youth stepped up this year andanging from mid-60s to mid-70s Escondido, California In addition to listening to inspiring blessed with excellent weather an
hosted all the activities, including a speFahrenheit. Cold, rainy weather setin One thousand brethren assemblehessages and outstanding specigleasant temperatures.
cial night where everyone enjoyed ahe day after the Feast was over. together in the lovely Performing Artsmusic, attendees enjoyed the typical Our keynote speaker was Gar
buffet dinner and fun games. One of the Attendance far exceeded registratioCenter of Escondido to hear encouragsland activities including a family beachAntion from the home office, who
highlights was the annual Feast barbdigures every day and peaked at 873ng and uplifting messages regarding thparty, a scramble golf tournament andpoke about how everything begin
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with Israel and gave another sermon ononvention center shared their disap- The family dance, a long tradition in played in the evening. This allowed theon the road toward Mumbwa whert
hope. pointment that we will not be coming Colorado, was quite well attended andrethren to have a whole day of fellow-most of the members live.

There were activities for all ages: aback. We were told we are one of thenjoyed. But the most popular activityship, touring and relaxation. Attendance was a record 153 eve
children’siteens’party at a miniature golfeasiest and most enjoyable groups theye've ever had was this year's fun show, The brethren now look forward to though some members left some chi
park, a family dance, Family Day atwork with. with around 450 present. Of that numnext year when Lancaster, Pennsylvadren home because of limited finance
Kaanapali beach, the traditional luauand In the opening message by Doudber, 240 enjoyed a Western dinner beforaia, will open its doors to God's people We ate together and stayed in tents, a fi
a seniors’luncheon. Johnson we were told, “Now that thethe show. Spirits were high throughoubut Feastgoers will never forget the onand big improvement in terms of accon

The singles and young adults enjoyeffeast is here, it is almost over.” And ashe Feast and many expressed apprecigar when God placed His name in a citynodations.
akayak and snorkel tour. They were ablere all knew would be the case, it certion for the positive attributes of this site.called Wildwood. André van Belkum, Council chair-
to experience part of God's creation againly proved true once again this year. The hotel management asked that we Todd Carey man of UCG Southern Africa, openet
they snorkeled in crystal-clear watersThe time together flew by, yet we all leftmake a prayer request for bellman Chris the Feast and delivered inspiring se
“chased” turtles, saw exotic fish andLexington filled both physically and, Nappi, who has contracted lung cancekVisconsin Dells, Wisconsin  mons describing and pointing membe!
tried not to step on the coral. most importantly, spiritually. This we gladly did and also asked for Spectacular fall foliage greeted 1,07Qo the Kingdom. Sadly, he had to leav

For their capstone social activity, the Mark Winner  prayers for a 17-year-old close friend obrethren from at least 25 states and sefer the Zimbabwe Feast site midwa
singles and young adults boarded the one of our attendees. There were medral Canadian provinces as they attendhrough the Feast.
premiere sailing catamaran of Maui, thd®Panama City Beach, Florida ically diagnosed internal injuries from ed the Feast of Tabernacles atWisconsin There was power and running wate

We keep saying it because it's truean auto accident, and following the
“This really was one of the best Feasts gfrayer request, those injuries were
Tabernacles ever!” This year 1,9360 be found!
brethren were fed an outstanding spiri-
tual banquet about God's soon-coming
Kingdom and our partin assisting Chriswildwood, New Jersey

Larry Neff

were exceptionally inspiring and spiri-New Jersey, hosted nearly 900 brett
tually fulfilling this year. Special music for the Feast of Tabernacles. Wa
was indeed “special” and the perfor-breezes experienced during the ej
mance on Youthms portion of the Feast soon turned bl
Day of the 110 tery and rainy, but didn’t dampen tl
member children’y spirits of God'’s people.

The Wildwoods Convention Center’/

Children’s choir in Hawaii (photo by
Gary Antion)
isconsin Dells Festival choir and Festival orchestra provided special music

personnel commented that of all the relfPhoto by Dale Black and Shirley Buckmaster)

Maui's west shore. God blessed théul.

weather, which had threatened to cancel Al of  our
the event, and they enjoyed clear skieglanned activitied
and smooth sailing. were  successf

This is the third year for the Feast inand well attended
Maui, and the personnel at the MauWe had over 20(
Theatre, where we meet, remarked howeens participate i
much they looked forward to our arrival.the bowling/skat:
The same was mentioned by the peoplag activity and 19
at nearby shops and restaurants. A spseniors  attende|
cial collection and nonperishable goodshe luncheon hel "
were given to the Lightbringers charityin their honor. anama City
to help out the local community. This was ourBeach, Florida

gious groups holding meetings and corBells. Inspiring messages on reconciliat the Feast site! Some Feastgoers, &
ventions at their facility, the United ation, various aspects of Christ's judgHirst-time experience, took a cold show
Church of God was by far the mostment, the glory of God and healinger and enjoyed it. A swimming pool wa:

friendly and filled with kindness. waters encouraged brethren to seek firstspecial treat for the children.

Even though the city of Wildwood the Kingdom of God and God'’s right- A big morning and evening attractior
had entered its hibernation season, theousness in their lives. Brethrenwas watching alarge number of anima
brethren dug around until they foundremarked how peaceful and encouragsome to drink from the dam (thankfully
restaurants and venues to satisfy theing the Feast was for them. Everyon@one were dangerous animals). Oth
palette and touring interests. watched out for one another as the fanactivities included a Family Day, danct

The opening message centered on tlig of God. and a variety show.
place where God had placed His name Outstanding special music by the Overall, this was the best Feast ew:
and closed with the admonition to bdarge Festival choir and Festival orchesand by far. This is no exaggeratior

Maui must be one of the most beautisixth year to keep the Feast in the tropiights in an ever-darkening world.

tra, small ensembles and a children'Thanks to the brethren from oversee

ful and appropriate places to have theal setting of beautiful Panama City Brethren enjoyed two specially choir added to each service. Weatherho funded the Feast expenses.
Feast, since the peaceful and verdant suBeach, Florida. The weather was picturelesigned trips during the Feast. The firstanged from the low 70s to the mid 50s Kambani Banda
roundings, the weather and a host gberfect, with the exception of a couple ofnvolved a dinner cruise on tipirit of  toward the end of the Feast.
activities all combine to make it possibledays of “red tide” (an algae-like growth Philadelphiawhere the Church took up  Live music was provided by a dozen
to truly rejoice during the Feast. in the sea that can irritate the eyes anaimost an entire deck of the vessetalented brethren at the ever-populaZimbabwe
Mario Seiglie throat), but that soon passed on out d@rethren enjoyed an evening of finefamily dance. Two hundred twenty-five
the area. food, music, entertainment and dancingsenior citizens enjoyed a hot beef dinner Lake Kyle Recreational Park on the
Lexington, Kentucky Last year we attended the Feast just A trip to New York was the other and entertainment at the seniors’ lunshores of Lake Mutirikwi, 32 kilome-
Whether we were fellowshipping atdays after Hurricane Ivan devastatedctivity where five busloads of Churchcheon. A special singles’ luncheonters south of the historic town of
services, dancing at the family danceparts of the Gulf Coast. Once again, Gothembers arrived on 42nd Street an@ible study and discussion was held eaMasvingo (formerly Fort Victoria), was
having a nice meal on My Old Kentuckywas very merciful in answering ourenjoyed a meal at B.B. King's andly inthe Feast. The Family Day activitiesthe Feast venue for up to 28 brethren
Dinner Train, picking bluegrass musicprayers by keeping Hurricane WilmaApplebee’s. Following a brief sightsee-included boat rides on the Wisconsirzimbabwe.
together or spending the afternoon outom affecting the Panama City Beacting tour, 275 Feastgoers spent the rest &fiver, go-karts, indoor water park activ- - This beautiful, unspoiled site fea-
with family and friends at Kentucky Feast site as well as our Feast site #ie evening atthe Lunt Fontaine Theatrities, indoor games and roller-coastetures a tranquil African bush environ
Horse Park admiring or riding horsesJekyll Island, Georgia. We were allviewing the Broadway production of rides. ment with scenic views of the lake an
the atmosphere was electric. Thanks tappreciative of being able to keep Godj Beauty In addition, more than 50 childrenrolling granite hills. Members were
the powerful Feast messages and ttfeeast another year in peace and safe and the enjoyed their Festival Youth Instructionhoused in fully equipped thatched roc
excitement of all attendees, God blessed Harold Rhodes Beast. classes, which began before services arself-catering lodges.
us with a rewarding and uplifting Feast O u r ended during the announcements. Three Visitors from New York and minister
of Tabernacles and Last Great Day. Steamboat Springs, seniors special Bible studies were offered ag\ndré van Belkum from South Africa
Our high attendance was 838 on th€olorado enjoyed a well. A spirit of cooperation, joy, won- added international flavor to the site.
first Holy Day, but we also cybercast ser- Snow seemed likely for a late Octob wonderful ~ derful Feast fellowship and unity pre- Activities included a game drive in &
vices around the globe to another 136east, but instead we had over a day luncheon vailed among God's people. hired bus where members were able
connections with no telling how manyrain with otherwise gorgeous, somewh: given in Many brethren served in a variety ofsee a white rhino and calf, giraffes
people on the receiving end. Some semtarm, fall weather. The aspens wer their hon-  ways and really contributed to the enjoyeland, zebras, kudu and the ever-pres¢
their thanks for the ability to share theway past peak, with only a few patche: or at the mentofthe Feast. Our collective thanksvarthogs and monkeys.
Feast from remote locations. Otherswhof gold here and there. Steamboatonvention center, which included livego to God for His blessing during His  Walking and pony trails, angling anc
could not attend due to health reasorfSprings is a very convenient site, withentertainment and gifts for the oldestight-day Festival. boating were also available.
were also thankful for being able to parthe majority of brethren staying in themember and oldest married couple. A most interesting sight was a hug
ticipate in this year's Feast. host hotel. Other condominiums are A Hawaiian theme night was enjoyed fig tree in front of the meeting hall tha
The weather was sunny and warmeonly a couple of blocks away, with theby the teens, which included games, . scores of monkeys would climb to feas
than normal for the first part of the Feastarthest housing only a little over a mile.dancing and a pineapple-eating contes? ambia on the figs in harmony with different
(in the 80s Fahrenheit), but cooled dra- The high attendance of 637 came Many of the brethren commented on kinds of birds. The warthogs, unable t
matically the last couple of days, bring-on the first day. Seating was tight, buthe beauty of the Wildwoods ConvenLusaka climb, roamed under the tree, feedin
ing us true fall Feast weather and soméefinitely better than last year. Thetion Center and its location on the This year's Feast was held at Paray’sn the figs the monkeys dropped.
rain along with it. sermons were well received and cenAtlantic Ocean. Because of the facility'sGame Farm, which seems like a good On the whole, this was an inspiring
As we will be moving to northern tered on the Kingdom of God in thealmost transparent ceiling, which makegoincidence singearayis an Afrikaans Feast characterized by rich messagt
Kentucky for the Feast next year, themillennial reign of Jesus Christ andthe meeting hall quite bright, it wasword meaning “paradise.” The farm isbrotherly love and sharing.
Lexington convention bureau and thehe Great White Throne Judgment. decided that the Festival video would béocated 23 kilometers west of Lusaka, Mike Mukarati

lola Boaz and Todd
arey in Wildwood (photo
y Dempsey Bruton)

Steve Nutzman
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rﬁj{ fl From the Word

m \We want our children to tion is unique and special. We comeshow respect for God and others at thehange in nap,

love and look forward to the together to worship God and learn Hiservice, and get more from the Sabbattime is mini- I E
truth and way of life. We also sing prais-service themselves, as well. mal, and more{ ¥ =

Sabbath. We also want them 1o God in a unified voice showing our Children learn what we teach themconsistent for :

to not distract other people appreciation for His many blessings. and what thegeeandexperienceThey  the child (notto

Our Children and Sabbath Services i

too much at services. What are also creatures of habit (as we all arefnention easierf
tins i ki What Is Expected? So we should help our children by strivon  Mom  or
are some ups in working Since the convocation of Sabbath seling for age-appropriate teaching goal®ad!).

toward these goals? What's vices is very special, all of us shouldfor the Sabbath and services: Some chil- |
the balance? How can others  know what is expected. This would < Teachthem the uniqueness and speen spend thg =
: . ; include our dress and our behavior—focial nature of the Sabbath and servicesveek in an|

in the congregation help n young and old alike. Small children are « Teach them that their behavior an&environment

what can be a very trying no different. They, too, benefit from “playing”while at services should differ of little or no 5
time for parents of small knowing what is expected of them at serfquieter and controlled) than other daysimits—all-
children? vices with their mommy and daddy. ~ of the week. day, every-day, nonstop “run and gun’young parents in the congregatidfork
' We know that Sabbath services are « Teach them that Mommy and Dad-playtime. While any of us as parentswith your children six days and they wil
by Doug Horchak the one occasion when we collectivelydy are at Church services to learn, to singnow that a growing toddler is the epit-give you rest on the Sabbath.
come before God as His people. Unlikdnymns and to let God know how muchome of exploration and inquiry, teach- A catchy phrase, isn'tit? Yet, there i
the ancient Israelites, we come to worwe appreciate and love Him! ing a childsomemeasure of self-con- great truth and wisdom in that simpl

It's 2:45 on a Sabbath afternoon. Sership Him in various locations “in spirit ~ « Teach them that Church is for thentrol and relatively structured quiet timestatement. If we, as parents, strive 1
vices began 15 minutes ago and the seand truth” (John 4:24). God establishedoo—that God wants them to pray, taduring the week is a good parentingjive some focused attention to work
monette just started. I'm rocking our Lit-the Sabbath and sanctified it (Genesising, to learn and worship Him on thafpractice. ing with our children during the week
tle Sally to sleep, while our son, Timmy2:3). Our Sabbath services are a convatay, as well. Not only does it help prepare thenthe dividends will pay off for both us
gets settled by Dad on the floor with someation when we come before God, and By having well-defined goals for our for the Sabbath day and the uniquand our children. The goal of enjoying
Legos. Then it happens! The toddler twthey should be viewed as such by us althildren’s experience of Sabbath serenvironment that exists at Church serand appreciating Sabbath services wi
rows down begins to cry. The cryingand  In fact, the Sabbath itself is a day thatices, we can then consider some teachices, but it gives them a sense of ordeBod’s people, rather than dreading tr
screaming continues and gets louder in their lives and a healthier environ-two hours of torturehat it ends up
while the mother tries to “reason” with [ ment for learning and preparing forbeing for some can be reached by:

her child to quiet down. Then my littl schooling. * Helping our children to value struc-
one awakens in tearful moans due to t tured “quiet” time occasionally during
noise and distraction. The cycle of crying Mothers’ Rooms the week.

toddlers and infants waking begins tq
unfold once again! Ugh.

Does this sound familiar? Have yo
ever struggled with your own children|
during a Sabbath service or been dig
tracted by others? There is a “way 0
escape”! Or, better put, there are sol
strategies that can make services betf
for you and your children. Sabbath se
vices do not have to be the laboriou
experience that it can be for parents, chi

In many congregations, mothers’ « Encouraging them to enjoy life as
rooms (parents’' rooms) are provided tdhey learn and play—but doing so witl
help those with small children. While theself-control and a sense of responsibil
locations vary, it is important to keep inty.
mind the general purpose of mothers’ « Making the Sabbath unique ani
rooms. special at home, so that when our chi

In most cases, the mothers’ room igiren go to Sabbath services, they do
intended to be a quiet room set up fowith great anticipation and joy!
changing diapers, feeding infants or After a service that might last tweo
comforting and/or putting ayoung childhours, some children are anxious t
to sleep. This room should be used faburn some energy. If the parents ha

dren and the congregation. the minimum amount of time neededstruggled with a child, they are ofter
should be unlike any other day of théng and discipline strategies to assist uslothers should return to the meetingeady to “let the calf out of the stall”

The Sabbath Is Special week—even to a child. Parents shouléh training our children in a loving and room when finished with the care andhemselves!
We all know that the Sabbath day is atrive to teach their children that the Sabmeaningful way. comforting of their child. However, we should resist the temg

unique and special day. It's a day that ounath shouldook and feel differerto One of the biggest frustrations for Parents should be considerate of otttation to allow our children to begin run:
families (including our children) are to them. Children can begin to learn at goung parents is striving to teach theiers using the room by refraining fromning circles around the brethren an
observe and enjoy (Exodus 20:10). Onéairly early age that their activities andchildren to act and behave in a mannealking or visiting, and from bringing scooting cars and trucks in the aisles
element of observing the Sabbath day ihe family’s activities are notably differ- that is so very different from their routinenoise-making toys. If older children the meeting hall. While it is normal anc
worshipping together with God’s peo-ent on that special day. the other six days of the week! accompany a mother and infant into theppropriate for children to want to pla)
ple. And it is usually when bringing a This can be a confusing challenge foroom, parents should make sure the todnd visit with friends, parents shoulc
small infant or toddler to services thafTraining and Discipline the parent—and even more so, for theler sits quietly and does not disturb othtake care that this isn't a danger to otl
many parents start the “work and strug- Since the very nature of Sabbath seehild. ers. Again, this expectation for the tod-ers. Their children should only play an
gle” of trying to have their children con- vices is different from being at a day- Here are a couple of important condler is most effectively taught at homeyisit in areas of your Church hall that ar
tent and settled during that two-hourcare center or a playgroup that mighsiderations that can help young parentduring the week. not deemed off limits.

period. happen during the week, it will takeas they train their children to appreciate Sick children should not be brought

However, whether we have childrensome diligence on the parents’ part irSabbath services: into a mothers'room (and should not bBalance Is the Key

or not, it is important for all of God's training and instruction to help their chil-  « Work toward consistent sleep timesat services, for that matter). If there is a There is no question that “childrer
people to remember that this convocadren learn how to behave so that they caior very small children. This can takeneed to chastise or punish a child, thigill be children.” They are small,
some work, since baby’s nap scheduleshould also not be done in the mothersmmature and dependent little tike:

can change as they get older. Still, itoom. that are generally looking for fun,

’ . helps to strive for a routine that will It is understood the father will occa-learning and a good time! As parent:

If You're Not a Parent: match church services. sionally be tending to a young child, orour expectations should be realisti

How the Congregation Can He|p + Plan some controlled or structureceven feel the need to walk with a fussyand age-appropriate.

quiet playtime during the daytimetoddler. Buteven those occasions should However, just “going with the flow”

Many years ago, the phrase “We Are Family” was touted within the Churdiroughout the week for toddlers.  have the goal of settling the child in ordeand letting your children’s life just hap-
The fact is, we are family. As such, we should greatly value the blessing thaBometimes very small children don'tto return to services. pen is not the way to help model th

little children are—to the entire congregation. want to go to sleep at 2 p.m. if their nor- behavior that will make the Sabbath ar
All of us as brethren in a local congregation need to be loving and patieml nap time is 12 noon or so. What i8Vork . . . Gives You Rest on  services special. Reasonable expec

with each other. This includes patience with the parents who are teaching belpful for some parents is striving tothe Sabbath! tions and training of our children for six

training their precious little children. Rather than criticizing or judgiifgr- | have a child’s “nap” or “quiet’time very ~ Many years ago, | heard awise granddays can bring us the well-deserve
ing to helpa single mother or parents who have small children while at chursimilar to the time that your local Sab-father who was also a pastor in God’srest” that God promises the Sabbat
can be a real service and example of love. bath service begins. This way, theChurch give this advice to all of theday should beln
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remember what this day stands for. If a prayer

of One might think that someone so physically stubborn infection that led to gangrene, and 1

thanksgiving is said, it usually is short and seemséballenged could offer very little to others. Lizamputation of both legs. Our congregation grie

be an afterthought.

our family and friends and those who don't sha
the Holy Days with us. We should always be than|

Digest

proved that wrong. “Her heart went out to peoced and prayed with every downturn. Finally o

This is one holiday every year we can enjoy withle . . . When they were sad, hurting or had probJune 15, 2004, at age’50G0od gave her and hel

fems, she always tried to give comfort the best slfemily release from all the suffering.
lcould—holding their hands or listening. When During this ordeal, numerous prayer reques

ful for our blessings, and this is an opportunity tthey cried, she cried, and when they laughed, shent out, and the Hastings received hundreds

Whatever Happened to
Thanksgiving?

homes, share your abundant blessings and g
erosity with those near and dear to you.

share our thankfulness with others. Open up yolaughed.” (Brethren in St. Louis know that Liz'scards. Anna worried that they could not expre

emn hearty laugh and expressions of delight wetkeir appreciation to each individual. She decid
highly contagious!) the best way was to share a little of Liz's life, ar

Start some new family traditions on this day. Ask Anna mentioned her daughter’s love of givinghe following expression of her gratitude:

each person, including the children, to share whgifts, like handmade cards, even though it took her “I am Elizabeth’s mother, and | would like tc

The wonderful fall Holy Day season is now overhe or she is thankful for this year. Oh, yes, makevery long time to laboriously print her messagiank all of you for the many prayers and car
and we're back home remembering what a grestire there is a prayer of “thanksgiving” to our Creand sign her name. “She loved God’s people, atiaat she and we, her parents, were blessec
Feast we just enjoyed, both physically and spirit@tor God for His richness toward us each and evewgr happiness was seeing the happiness of othehg’e . . .She was a unique young lady, and w
ally. Now the Christmas season is going full blastlay of our lives. “Let us come before His presendeer mother wrote. “God, in His kindness, gave heniss her very much. She’s in God’s hands waitil

with all ads geared toward Dec. 25.
In all this hullabaloo, a traditional holiday is for-gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts wit

with thanksgiving” (Psalm 95:2). “Enter into Histhe gifts of loving and caring.”

for the resurrection. We can't wait until we see h
h Atage 48 Liz received some devastating newagain and her beautiful new healed body. Mi

gotten. Whatever happened to Thanksgiving®taise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. F&he had ovarian cancer and the doctors gave KBod speed the day when Christ returns to make
“Thanksgiving” is “the act of giving thanks; grate-the Lorpis good; His mercy is everlasting, and Hisix months to a year to live. In spite of such a blowhings new. Thank you all, brethren, for your lowe
ful acknowledgment of benefits or favors, esperuth endures to all generations” (Psalm 100:4-5Anna and Liz continued to take their places on thgrayers, concern and kindness. We will never fc

cially to God; a public celebration in acknowledg-
ment of divine favor; a day set aside for giving
thanks to God"American Collegiate Dictionajy

The United States has been celebrating this hol-

Shelby Faith
St. Louis, Missouri, congregation

front row as often as they could make it. get that, and you. Sincerely, Anna Hastings.”
Her health began to deteriorate. She suffered Karen Meeker
several strokes, and ultimately was ravaged with St. Louis, Missouri, congregation

iday as far back as 1621 starting with the Pilgrimg Mother’s Gratitude
President Abraham Lincoln thought it important

enough to make it a national holiday in 1863. He setl don't remember when Anna and Elizabet
aside one day a year to honor God and thank Hifastings became permanent fixtures in the
for the rich blessings He had poured out on thisouis congregation, but | do remember coming
nation. His Thanksgiving Proclamation dated Octealize there was a big hole when they weren't the
3, 1863, states in part: We expected to see Anna coming in the do

“The year that is drawing toward its close hapushing her daughter’s wheelchair and depositi
been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields andheir belongings on the front row. And we had al
healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so coateme to expect Liz's smile, which literally lit up the
stantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget th@om, as she greeted first one and then another
source from which they come, others have beenBrethren made sure to get a “Liz fix" before
added . . . | do therefore invite my fellow-citizens ifeaving services. She was such a vibrant part
every part of the United States and those who avar congregation. When she felt good, everyol
in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the Idstt good. And when she was having a bad d
Thursday of November next as a day of thanksgiwe all left feeling a little low—as Paul describel
ing and praise to our beneficent Father whim 1 Corinthians 12:26: “And if one member suf
dwelleth in the heavens.” fers, all the members suffer with it.”

The Bible is full of scriptures regarding giving In a recent letter, Anna asked me to pass
thanks. There are 28 scriptures on “thanksgivingome things about her daughter. Liz was
and 73 on “thanks” (31 in Psalms alone). Altogethenonths old when they found out she had cereb
on this subject there are at least 139 scriptures. lalsy. “She was a beautiful child in heart, min
easy to see that God wants us to be thankful. ~ and body, and always had a beautiful smile,” Anr

Most people plan a family get-together on thigrote. “Liz was never able to talk except for a fe
day. It's the big “turkey day,” with all the trimmings words and sentences, but she understood ev¢
and the emphasis is on feasting. Thankfully, thihing she heard. She could never walk alone, of
day has not become too commercialized; after alljth the help of the arms of another person hol
people don't buy gifts, new clothes or other itemig her up. So she was confined to a wheelchai
for this holiday. Unfortunately, they also tend not ta chair made especially to fit her body.”

¢
ey

Turning the Hearts
Remember Your Roots

When a man and a woman in love marry, the couple has to blend tog
two family systems. These family systems may be somewhat or very d
ent from each other. Neither was completely right or completely wrong. 1
are just different. Which traditions will be kept from which family? How m
of each mate’s family traditions, rules and rituals will be retained?

With families on the move so much today, it is difficult for children to
given roots for stability in their lives. Not only are relatives far away, but tra-
ditions, values and family rituals may also be lost.

past. What makes your family what it is? When we form a new family unit by marrying,
tainly have the prerogative of choosing which lessons and experiences of our family of or

e

quent connections to our family of origin through visits and by retaining some or many of
uals, experiences, values and rules that we lived by when we were growing up.

“Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you forget the things your eye
seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your
and your grandchildren{emphasis added).

dren have a connection with the past. This may be done by spending time frequently witl
parents and relatives to grasp family tradition and stories. It can also be done by parents d
what past family traditions they want to carry on with their young children.

By developing and retaining family rituals, traditions, values and rules, we will be “reme
ing our roots” not only for our generation, but for generations to come. Gary Antion

It cannot be emphasized enough how important it is to give our children a connection with tifenan and the beginning of the Kingdom of God on earth, you see where all believers get the
cefesus would return in their lifetime.

gin wehrist spoke in such a way that those who heard Him in person, as well as everyone who
will bring into our newly formed family. We also may choose to make sure our children haye|freead His words down through time, would gather the same impression: He could return in tl
he titne.

Deuteronomy 4:9 gives the sense of carrying on the teachings and traditions of our familfeture. Some would say that is misleading, but consider that in the next waking moment f
s h&ved's servants, they will find themselves rising through the air to meet Christ as He returns
childsalonians 4:16-17).

So, for the family to feel a sense of stability, it is important for parents to make sure their ctokthe fact that countless disciples took His teachings to mean that He was returning in theirJ:fe

squsiBresents a scenario in which the man foretells something that actually happens, pointin:

mbeaecurately, or does he seek to mislead people into rejecting God's law and His way of life? M

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Didn’'t You Follow a False Prophet?

Afriend of mine brought it to my attention that Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong has been purported
to make several prophecies that have failed through the setting of dates. Now, my friend’s argu-
mentis that, if this is true, the teachings that we understand from the Bible today have been hand-
ed down to us by someone who is, by biblical standards, a false prophet. And if this is so, my friend
goes on to ask, how can | put my faith in the teachings that | hold dear, knowing this?

No, we do not agree that the late Herbert W. Armstrong was a false prophet. He did not claim

respectfully disagree with the idea that he interpreted the Bible for the Church. Itis the respons
of each person to study and prove his or her own biblical beliefs.
When | say that we regard Mr. Armstrong as a faithful minister of God, | mean that we do ot
erate him as a recipient of “holy writings” in the way that many religions look to men who orjce
them. He was not infallible. He served well, and now he is at rest. We are moving on, addressil
present, continuing to look to the Bible for our beliefs, continuing to do what we are commissipnt
do: preach the gospel of the Kingdom and care for those whom God calls (Matthew 24:14; 28:1
You will immediately recognize the same biblical message Mr. Armstrong taught when you
our magazine, newsletter, booklets and brochures. However, we should note that Mr. Armstron
the need to constantly grow in knowledge. Similarly, you may well find minor changes in our|te:
ings, reflecting better research tools that bring out previously unseen nuances in biblical teachin
the foundation is the same as it was in the Church of God decades ago.
Regarding what Mr. Armstrong taught about when the end would come, he definitely had a pass
belief that Christ would return in his lifetime. In that regard, he shared a perspective with the apr
and elders of the first-century Church of God. The history of the Church begins with their expect
that Christ would establish the Kingdom immediately after His resurrection (Acts 1:6).
In the first recorded sermon, Peter quoted a prophecy from Joel about the last days of the age
(Acts 2:17), applying it to what was happening in A.D. 31. Decades into the century, the hoc
Hebrews says, “. . . in these last days” (Hebrews 1:2).
James, the brother of Christ, wrote: “You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the comil
the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be condemned. Beh
Judge is standing at the door!” (James 5:8-9).
Paul wrote: “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep” (1 Thessalonians 4:15)
ously believing that some of those then alive would see Christ’s return.
The apostle John wrote: “Little children, it is the last hour” (1 John 2:18). He concluded the k
of Revelation, “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely | am coming quickly” (Revelation 22::
Where did they get such an idea? Notice that both Paul and John said they were repeating wha
told them. If you read Matthew 24, perhaps the primary presentation by Christ about the end of tt
i
he
eil
ah

I
1

Why did He do that? He obviously wanted us always to have hope and a sense of urgency

Jesus is the Prophet foretold in Deuteronomy 18:18. Certainly, He was not a “false prophet,| in
randi Deuteronomy 13:1-5, God addressed the subject of those who are false prophets. Interes
0
i's
r

this is no proof of his authenticity. The proof lies in the man’s message. Does he teach Go

strong strove to faithfully teach the Word of God. Cecil E. Maranville
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Antion covered the book of Haggai,years later on Aug. 20, 1995 it becaméng soup—their plan was to go throughWashington, D.C., in March. After a
ggal,y! g g soup—their p g g g
communication in marriage and theone of only two congregations of thethe tent city offering a metallic serenadgrivate tour of the White House ant
. interesting topic of secularism. RalphUnited Church of God fellowship in to roust their still horizontal friends.  grounds, the family was greeted b
Auckland Enjoys Levy expounded on the biblical characSouth Africa at that point in time. The softball game schedule was cuBarney, the president's Scottish terri
i ters of Jacob and Joseph from the book After the service the congregationshort by one game due to extreme heatr. Following the “first dog” were
Family Day at the .
posed for a photograph, Everyone managed to stay hydrate@®resident George W. Bush and Laui
Z00 viewed many photo while playing in the hot sun and cameBush.
d albums depicting various back to the pavilion for lunch and later Marc and his brothers were each giv
The young and the young at heal events and individuals over to round up belongings with big smilesen a lapel pin of the presidential seal, ar
from the Auckland, New Zealand, con+{:* | the previous 10 years andand lots of laughter. While the heat wad/arc received a baseball personall
gregation gathered on Sunday, July 1 3
atthe Auckland Zoo for a family day. An

occasional shower did nothing to damp
en the enthusiasm of those present al

=
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been appropriately worded hoped for, God always makg :
before being demolished in sure to give us what we neq
quick time! And He gave us exactly wh

was a reminder that rain is a blessin Neil Becker we needed—time together
from God! ABC Sampler students gather for form bonds, strengthen existi

The brethren enjoyed the variety ofroup photo friendships and create new on|
bird, animal, fish and reptile life that was Cleveland Hosts The softball was just icing o

on display, including many endangereaf Genesis and also presented the “fun’—. the cake.
and threatened species, but it was thiaook of Esther. Clyde Kilough presentr-]F'ﬂ:h Cookout-

company of God's people that made thed the topic of godly leadership. Cam pOUt- Softball

day so special. A variety of tasty snacks and refresh-

A highlight for the children, and a few ments were enjoyed at each break tma/Veekend Spokane Enjoys Marc Buchholz, his family and
enthusiastic adults, was crawling All evaluations of the sampler were nurses with President George W.
through a tunnel system that has beerery positive. Everyone commented on Cleveland held its fifth annual Cook- Pancake Breakfast and Laura Bush in March
constructed underneath the meerkdtow much they learned from the matereut-Campout-Softball Weekend undejjy the Park
enclosure, with glass domes every fevial that was presented. Many havesunny skies and warm temperatures on autographed by President Bush that al
July 9 and 10. featured the presidential seal.

More than 150 brethren from Ohio, After a rainy Sabbath, the sun shone After the family spent time asking the
Pennsylvania, Indiana and West Virginigbrightly at Mirabeau Park near Spokanepresident questions, they watched hil
spent a delightful Sabbath afternoon fel- board Air Force One as he departe
lowshipping and consuming hot dogd - for Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
hamburgers and chicken almost as f President Bush extended his invite
as the two short-order chefs could gri tion to Marc through The Dream Fac
them. tory of Rochester, New York, an orga

By nightfall, 85 people remained, and 4 nization that tries to fulfill the wishes
the backyard had been transformed in| of critically and chronically ill chil-
a tent city with nearly three dozen ten dren. Marc, a quadriplegic, applied t
as well as a couple of vans and a pop- meet the president more than a ye
camper. During the evening, a bonfir ago, and received the invitation jus
was lit to roast hot dogs and s'mores. weeks before their trip.

Most people went to bed at a reaso In addition to the White House, the
able hour and actually got some sle Buchholz family visited local attractions
some of the in the Washington, D.C., area and th

Diane Webbel

Spokane, Washington, pancake chefs:
e'k_rt Kottke, Roger Maine, Mike liams,
Brew Finnegan and Jerry Oliver

Auckland, New Zealand, already mentioned they would be returnyounger  peopl Washington, on Sunday, July 17 battlefields in Gettysburg, Pennsylvanie
congregation enjoys a day atthe oo jnq for the sampler again next year.  decided an opporf The aroma of hot coffee, sausages Marc is the grandson of Edward an
meters allowing one an eye-level view Kathy de Campos tunity to be and eggs wafted through the are®olores Bock of the Elmira, New York,
of the meerkat families at work and play, together and visi and made the brethren’s mouthgongregation.

water.
At 9 a.m. aline began to form,

while the men stood up to the gruChicago Celebrates
eling task of keeping lots of pan-

cakes and all the trimmings moving right50 Years

along.

Throughout the morning more smil-  On the Last Day of Unleavenec
ing brethren joined the group, and everyBread, April 30, 2005, 296 people fron
one enjoyed delicious pancakes witl13 states and various church grouj
strawberries and whipped cream, scrangathered together for a special UCG se
bled eggs and beef sausages, along witlice to celebrate the establishment of tl
much joyous fellowship. Church of God in the Chicago area 5

Connor Finnigan (age 12) and Artyears ago.

and the parents of the intrepid explorers was more valu-

eventually lost count of the amount ofEgst London

times the network of tunnels was

crawled through. Celebrates 10 Years
Many remarked on how they appre-

ciated the beauty of God's creation, and On Sabbath, Sept. 10, the East Lol

the scripture from Genesis 1:31 waslon, South Africa, congregation com{#

brought to mind: “Then God saw every-memorated 10 years in the Unite(

thing that He had made, and indeed i€hurch of God.

was very good.” All returned home in  In the sermon the pastor, Neil Beck

the afternoon with tired legs and goocer, traced the history and various expe

memories, and thankful for the timeences of the congregation over the pr

spent with those of God's family in vious 31 years.

Scenes from Cleveland’s cookout

Auckland. On June 1, 1974, the congregatio and campout Kottke (much older) were champion In 1955, the Radio Church of God, a
Sharon Maguire was raised up as the fourth congregatic.. cherry pit spitters! And the youngsterst was known then, first met with eight

in South Africa of the Worldwide able than sleep, and they sat out ariiled the air with rainbow-colored bub- people. Bea Roenspies and her sc

Church of God fellowship. Twenty-one talked quietly until very late. But, being bles. Dave, were recognized as some of tt

31 Attend ABC young, they were able tofunction  Twelve dozen farm-fresh eggs werenitial members who were also present

rather well on very little sleep scrambled, along with 240 beef sausagéke anniversary service.
and were enthusiastic partici-and more pancakes than you can count. Richard Pinelli, who attended the
pants in Sunday’s softball games. Bette Young Chicago congregation in 1956 befor

Sampler

The sixth ABC Sampler was held As daybreak came and the leaving for Ambassador College, gav
the home office near Cincinnati, Ohi crew entered the kitchen to start the first split sermon of the anniversar
from Aug. 22 to 26. work on breakfast, they found aTeen’s Dream service. Roy Holladay, who was pastc

This year's sampler was attended|
a group of 31—a few who were AB

group of ladies already up. .. in Chicago from 1978 to 1983, gave th
searching intently for a can ofcorneS True second split sermon.

graduates, others who were veteral coffee and a coffee maker. Short- Over 200 stayed for the dinner danc
the ABC Sampler program and so ly after the pot started brewing,a Marc Buchholz and his family (par- that evening. The 11-piece orchest
first-time attendees. East London, South Africa, pair of young adults entered the kitcherents, Donna and Andy; and brothersplayed songs from the '40s and '50s ar

A variety of material was coveredcongregation prepares to eat cake asking for a big metal pot and a largeMatt, 13, and twins Kiel and Kreg, 8) set the tone for an elegant evenini
during the five-day sampler. Gary(photo by Neil Becker) spoon. They were notinterested in makand two of Marc’s nurses traveled toEveryone appreciated the opportunity {
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The director of the weekend, Bruc
Dean, concluded the discussions and {}

donated many baked goods for th
sale.

Australian Young weekend by reiterating that we mu ¥ Very early on Sunday, Sept. 11
« now take all of this encouraging knowl more than 30 brethren converged ¢
Adults Get “Back edge and DO something with it. the Sun Prairie Wal-Mart to set uf

to Basics” at Sarah Gray tables and unload the truck. By 8:3
. a.m., the rummage sale began whe
Leadership Camp Wal-Mart opened its doors.

Teen’s Miraculous All day long, literally hundreds of
From Friday, July 29, to people stopped by the outdoor sa
Sunday, July 31, 28 young ReCOVGry After 18- Some of the “Lydia ladies” honored  to buy or to donate money. As peopl
adults and the young at Foot Fall by the Hammond, Indiana, bought clothing items, many sincerel
heart gathered together congregation Aug. 27 thanked the brethren for organizing th
.| from all over Australia and effort. The brethren in turn thanked ther
even New Zealand, fora Randy Shoemaker, 16, of thefaith at this time) of the congregation.for donating or buying items. It was ven
weekend of great chats, Portsmouth, Ohio, congregation, had & hese ladies meet many challenges ddieartwarming to see the generosity
awesome speeches andevere accidenton June 9, 2005. He wéswhile living their convictions and con- the public to the hurricane victims ir
really tasty food. The helping on a yard project at home andinue to put one foot in front of the oth-another part of the country.
theme of the weekend, “Back to Basics, fell from the bucket of a constructioner on the right path. Including the Wal-Mart donation of
focused all on the essentials of Christiabucket truck at the height of 18 feet. The honorees each received a pes500, the fund-raiser totaled $5,33¢
living and the incredible future that God  As the land phone was dialing 911sonal invitation and were happily sur-Most of the money was donated to th

Sylvia and Ted Efimov, Chicago
members since 1958, pause for a
photo; photo collage displaying the
history of God’s Church in Chicago

has invited us to enjoy. the cell phone was dialing ministersprised to find tables decorated in theitocal Red Cross and was designated

see old friends and reminisce over old The discussions started on Fridayamily and friends. Immediately, prayershonor with purple tablecloths, lacethe victims of Hurricane Katrina. A local
photos. night with the traditional question, for his healing were being sent to Godplacemats, candles and floral arrangeeitizen offered to drive a truck to Mis-
ReNae Shaw “What is the most exciting/interesting A true miracle was performed that dayments. sissippi that contained the large amou

thing that has happened to you this past Randy was life-flighted to Children’s  Each lady received a magnet with @f remaining clothing items. Additional
L year?” As usual, all of us initially strug- Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio. Gary different Bible verse. A specially household items that did not sell wer
ABC Presents Mini- gled to think of what to say! It was real-Smith, Portsmouth pastor, anointedvrapped chocolate bar with the hondonated to a local charity.
. ly inspiring for me to hear about all theRandy there and then the doctor came ioree’s name reserved the seat of each of The brethren felt God really blesse
Sampler n blessings and answered prayers God h&ol explain the seriousness of his situathe 19 “Lydia ladies.” their efforts. They appreciated the fac
Nashville provided for everyone in that past yeartion. From the doctor’s perspective at During the meal the pastor, Vernonthat many hurting people on the Gul
The next morning at the caffeinethattime, there were many uncertaintiesiargrove, summarized the life of LydiaCoast were helped by the fund-raise
inspiring hour of 9 a.m., Trevor Huth- about Randy’s prognosis. and her hospitality as noted in Actsand that the local community was ver
The Nashville, Tennessee, congregaaance woke us all up with an inspiring After only three months, Randy’s 16:14-15. Afterward everyone enjoyed anthused about it.
tion hosted a very successful ABC Mini-talk about being “Dedicated to a Vision."multiple fractures (pelvis, tailbone andspecial cake. Steve Nutzman
Sampler over the weekend of Sept. 1Regan Campbell, a young adult in thénead) were nearly healed. Each time he Pollye Waggoner
and 18, with Melvin Rhodes, a seniorSydney church, then moved all of ushas gone to appointments, the doctors .
writer for The Good NewandWorld  with his personal story of “How to remind Randy that he is definitely a . Durban Seniors
News and Prophe@nd pastor of the Rekindle the Flame.” “lucky” person. Wisconsin
churchin Lansing, Michigan, and Ralph  We started the Saturday afternoon One of Randy's most serious fracture: . Have Lu nCh, Youth
Levy, an assistant professor at Ambassession after a satisfying lunch, muchwas the temporal bone. Dr. Choo,aspBrethren Raise Take a Hike
sador Bible Center in Milford, Ohio.  laughter (about how every Church kidcialist in temporal bone surgery, stated':unds for Katrina
The weekend began at 10:30 orseemed to be the only one at school edffhe temporal bone is the mostcomplex .~ ..
Sabbath morning with approximatelying brown bread!) and much discussiofbone in the human body. It houses th@/lCtlmS
185 in attendance at services in Brenthanks to David King’s “Growing Up in carotid artery, jugular vein, facial nerve,
wood, Tennessee. Many had travelethe Church—How Did | Ever Stick to hearing, and affects your balance or In response to the disasfi®
from adjacent churches and othelt?” We all found that it was really help- equilibrium. Randy is very fortunate tocreated by Hurricane Katrin s =
states to attend. Dr. Levy gave the first— - S 5 the Wisconsin Dells anfg
split-sermon, titled “Can Second-f s e ] : m Beloit, Wisconsin, congrega
; = g tions conducted a communi
service project that raised o
$5,300 in donations for the Red Cros

The Durban, South
Africa, congregation had
two activities the weekend
| of Sept. 24 and 25.

Christians?” and Mr. Rhodes gave thy
second split-sermon, titled “Are You
Safe From Spiritual Terrorism?” and another charity to help the hurricar
After a break for lunch, four hours of = r’ o =¥ victims on the Gulf Coast.
ABC classes were presented from 2:3 . ) ' Wisconsin Dells members organize
to 6:30 Sabbath afternoon. . 5 the effort, which reached out to thg
Mr. Rhodes’ subject for the two dayq Pl Madison and Sun Prairie, Wisconsi
was “Topics in Bible Prophecy,” and hg ¥ | communities through television and - .
included lectures on the importance o : - A radio community service spots, askinDurban, South Africa, senior
the Bible in the English-speaking Wond’Austrahan young adults attend leadership camp July 29 to 31 the public to donate clothing and bakecitizens enjoy lunch at th_e Burgess
the prophecies of Daniel 7 and lessoniil hearing from another young adulthave all of these areas working with nagoods for the rummage sale. Garden Nursery; youth hike at the
on government from the book of Danielwho knows what we all face and hadasting complications.” The public response to this publiciStainbank Nature Reserve
Dr. Levy expounded on two biblical been through it all before us. Randy has been released from mostas incredible. The public dropped off  After services on Sabbath, Sept. 2:
heroines of the Old Testament, Ruth and We also heard from Jeanette Dean oof the doctors in Cincinnati and only hasnountains of clothes and householdhe senior citizens were treated to lunc
Esther. “Becoming Keepers” and from Jacquia few more visits to Children’s Hospital.items at the Wal-Mart parking lot. The very pleasant and relaxing vent
Sunday’s events began at 8 a.m. in th&fiouni on how to become bettdoers  “We want to thank all of our friends, Brethren stored it in a donated semiwas the tea garden at the Burgess Garc
Garrett Conference Center in Franklinpy focusing on the “Why? What? andfamily and the many churches thatruck until the sale day. They alsoNursery. A fine afternoon of food anc
Tennessee. There were four hours dflow?” of serving. prayed for Randy,” said his parents fellowship was enjoyed by all.
classes in the morning, followed by a After the end of the Sabbath, peopldRick and Carol Shoemaker. “The Then Sunday morning, Sept. 25, th
lunch break and four more hours. engaged in friendly table tennis matchacle healing hand of God is a true youth met at the Stainbank Natur
At the conclusion of the lectures,es, pool competitions and conspiratoriness of His existence.” wae Reserve. The weather was warm, aty
diplomas were awarded to the 86 whal Google Earth searches. The more | ical spring day in Durban. The morning
had attended all 12 hours. Speciahdventurous went swimming inthe sub- activity was a short hike through fores
recognition was given to the youngesarctic pool and then tried to defrostinthdHammond Honors and grassland, and zebra and impe
attendee, 7-year-old Kaylee Parent, ansauna, while Dave Archer instead chosg, . s _ were sighted along the way.
the two “most senior,” 78-year-old Jer-to heat things up with some don't-try- Lyd|a Ladies After the hike everyone was hungn
ry Styer and 77-year-old Charlesthis-at-home-kids fire twirling. and thirsty and a fire was soon burnin
O’'Grady. Elisa Botta was also recog- On Sunday at the more civilized 9:30 OnAug. 27, the Hammond, Indial ready for the braai (barbecue).
nized as the person who had traveled.m., Trevor Huthnance expanded on higdomen’s Workshop sponsored a speciBrethren from Wisconsin Dells and Neville Smith
farthest; she had come from New Yorkprevious talk by emphasizing that Chrispotluck dinner to honor the “LydiaBeloit, Wisconsin, put on a fund-
City to attend the Mini-Sampler. tian leadership is what people can see ladies” (those women who are widowraiser for Hurricane Katrina victims ~ See “Local Church Updates,”
Ralph Levy us, not what we say. or have mates who do not share the(photo by Joe Jacoby) page 23
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Announcements

i second daughter, Olivia Rose. Olivig
Births was born on June 24, 2005. She weighd

Richard and Andrea (Huizar) 7 pounds 15 ounces and wa&%2ich-
Beymer of San Antonio, Texas, arees long.
happy to announce the birth of their Grandparents Greg and B.J. Thomd
of Litchfield and Nick and Doris Man-
go of Leetonia are thrilled with the ne
addition. Big sister, Reagan, is adaptin
to the newest member of the family!

Tom and Tracy Bulharowski are
pleased to announce the birth of the|
second child, Ethan Patrick, on May 5

Jane Laurel Beymer

first child, Jane Laurel. She arrived
July 25, 2005, weighing 8 pounds §
ounces and measuring 20 inches lon(
Grandparents include James (Bud
and Sally Beymer of Houston, Texas
and Peter and Linda Huizar of Sar
Antonio, Texas. Great-grandmothel

Ethan Patrick Bulharowski

Ruby Seale lives in Victoria, Texas.2005 (our Cinco de Mayo baby!). Etharple’s siblings and two of their bes

Jane was named in memory ofwas delivered at Community Memorial

After the wedding a typical Malawi 2005. The Duluth, Minnesota, congre
reception was given to the bride andyation honored them with a receptio
groom. This is quite different from wed- after services. Their family also honore
dings in the Western world. The bridethem in Orr, Minnesota, with a barbecu
and groom were recipients of plenty ofat their family residence.
advice. The good news is that while they Glenn and Sherry were married in O1
were receiving advice from parentsjn 1980. They have three children
friends and relatives, a donation was als&ndrew, Megan and Meredith. Glenr
given to them. After this “advisory” ses- and Sherry were both baptized on Marc
sion, the bride and groom went to anoth23, 1985.
er reception where a large number Glenn is a self-employed logger an
(around 300) attended and there walseef farmer. Sherry works for the city o
plenty of dancing. Virginia, Minnesota.

Mark's employer, Reserve Bank of
Malawi, is sending Mark to England to  Paul and Janet Dzing celebrated the
pursue his master's degree. Charity #0th wedding anniversary on Sept. 2!
. also planning to pursue her doctorat®005. Church friends and neighbor
Weddmgs degree in England. The young couplevere invited to a special catered eve

plan to return to Malawi after a year ofcalled, “The Dazing Thing,” at a local

Jorge and Kathy de Campos arstudy in England. :
pleased to announce the marriage of
their daughter Clarissa Anne to Oliver Ray Sipple and Jody Kruse of Moun
Randall Hooser, son of Randall andOrab, Ohio, and Peter and Terri Eddin
Christine Hooser, on Sept. 4, 2005. Théon of Cincinnati, Ohio, are happy
ceremony and reception took place imnnounce the marriage of their childre
Covington, Kentucky, on a beautiful
sunny day.

The bridal party consisted of the col

Chad Mortier and Lora Wenzel

to reside in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

friends. On Clarissa’s side stoo(

Richard’s mother, Martha Jane (JanieHospital in Ventura, California. He
Beymer. weighed 6 pounds 6 ounces and was
inches long. Ethan is the second gran
Annabelle Marie Fox was born Aug.child for Clay and Stephana Thorntor|
29, 2005, to Alex and Danielle Fox inand the seventh grandchild for Jack a
Salt Lake City, Utah. Annabelle was 8Bobbie Bulharowski.

Engagements

Nick and Nancy Sass of Prescott Val
ley, Arizona, would like to announce the
engagement of their daughter Larisg
Marie to Mark Frederick Patton, son o

Annabelle Marie Fox

pounds and 18 inches long. New mo
dad and baby Fox are happy and healtt:
All grandparents and great-grandpare
are pleased and thankful to God fo
adding such a beautiful child to the fam|
ily.

Joe and Kel!y Thomas M_ango of the Larissa Sass and Mark Patton
Cleveland, Ohio, congregation are very
pleased to announce the birth of theiFred and Linda Patton of Big Sandy
Texas. Mark and Larissa were raised i
the Church in Southern California bu
never crossed paths until the 2004 Feg
of Tabernacles in Steamboat Spring
Colorado. A late November 2005 wed:
ding is planned in Prescott, Arizona.

Lora Opal Wenzel and Chad Aarorf
Mortier, of the Oshkosh, Wisconsin,
congregation, are pleased to announ
their engagement.

Kathryn Hatter of Brodhead, Wisconsin.

Mortier of the Oshkosh congregation.

in Brillion, Wisconsin. The couple plans

Olivia Rose Thomas Mango

Lora is the daughter of Leonard an’
Chad is the son of Donn and AliceThis was the first wedding performed i

A Dec. 17, 2005, wedding is plannedand the ceremony was performed by Bi

Janet and Paul Dzing

hotel to commemorate the anniversar
The program included a presentatiol
“This Is Your Life,” and a series of
speakers to “roast” the couple. Leif Bjo
raker moderated the event and gave
presentation on the Dzings'life, in a his
torical timeline from birth to now, with
photos and music.
Lindsay Rae Sipple and Camden The “roasters,” Ellis LaRavia, Yale
William Eddington. The ceremony wasJoseph, Nate Gatlin and Walt Tanner
performed by the father of the groomacclaimed many humorous and pleasir
Peter Eddington, in Cincinnati on Julythings about the couple. Dorothy
17, 2005. Paglianti-Burnet, with the help of Dar-
The bridal attendants were: matron ofene Diller, concluded the event by pre
honor Candice Swope and bridesmaidsenting the happy couple with som
Michelle, Stephen, Eric and Jennifer deCortney Sipple, Katelyn Driggers andhumorous and some unique, sincere a
Campos and best friend Claire GordornCharity Mullen. The groom’s attendantsuseful, gifts from the guests.
On Oliver’s side stood Lori and Mark were: best man Matthew Eddingtonand The Dzings, both retired for a num
Holladay, Liza and Ellie Hooser and besgroomsmen Sean Hill, Robert Davis andber of years now, moved to Tucson, Ari
friend Jeremy Winters. Brooklyn Booth David Eddington. Ring bearer was Marzona, from Chicago, lllinois, in 1994.
was the flower girl, and Josh Cook, theEddington and flower girl was ChelseaThey began attending God's Church i
ring bearer. The ceremony was perHill. 1971, and now are members of UCC
formed by the bride’s father, Jorge de The couple reside in Cincinnati whereJanet worked for the telephone comp
Campos. The happy couple now resideSamden owns his own grounds keepingy, and Paul was employed by the Il
in Dallas, Texas. business and Lindsay is a registered nuremis Transportation Department. The
at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. They have traveled over the years to nume
Mark Chonde and Charity Chanzaattend the Cincinnati East congregationous overseas Feast sites, vacationed
were united in marriage Sept. 11, 2005. cruise ships and spent their inheritant

. . wisely, for they have no children.
Anniversaries .
Jim and Barbara Chapman celebrat¢
Glenn and Sherry Erickson celebrattheir 50th wedding anniversary June
ed their 25th anniversary on Aug. 2 _

Lindsay and Camden Eddington

Clarissa and Oliver Hooser

. |

w

Mark and Charity Chonde

Jim and Barbara Chapman

the United Church of God in Malawi, 2005, by spending a week at LakeTahc
which is where they spent their honey

Jahns. moon. Throughout the week they wer

Glenn and Sherry Erickson
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joined by family and friends to help daughters Carol Pendley and Eva Three years later Linda and Ton
them celebrate this very special occaMooney. She is also survived by a sistemoved to Stockton, California, wherg
sion. Mr. and Mrs. Earl Roemer joinedJaney Baird; a brother, Rex Willis; eightthey bought their first home. Wanting t
them for two days to celebrate their 39tfgrandchildren; and three great-grandget away from the city life, they moveg
anniversary, which was also on June &hildren. Ken Treybig conducted theto Valley Springs, California, to build
The celebrating was to continue at thgraveside service on Aug. 28. their new home and raise their tw
Feast where they were to be joined by daughters in the country. They remaing
all their children and grandchildren. LindaYvonne Kersey, 54, died at herthere until June of 2005 when she ar
home in Sandpoint, [daho, on Aug. 10;Tom relocated to Sandpoint.

2005, the result of a five-year battle Linda is survived by her husband g
with cancer. She was born March 934 years, Tom, of Sandpoint; daughtel

Bank of Malawi as a banking officer anc
was responsible for several departmen

She will be remembered for he
charm, humility and generosity. The
funeral was conducted by Elifazi Salaw
- ila and was attended by thousands
people.

Harold (Hal) A. Chapman, 68, a
member since 1971, died Sept. 4, 200
at his daughter's home in Massachuset

Obituaries : m M _ .
1951, in Los Angeles, California, andJennifer (Ed) Barba of Fresno, Califor-
Shirley Marie Sanders, 77, amembegrew up and graduated from highnia, and Laura Kersey, of Cincinnati,

of the East Texas congregation, diedchool in Orange County, California. Ohio. She is also survived by her parwas a faithful member of the Church.

He leaves three daughters, Robi
Andrzejewski, Marcy Mahan and Jod)
Marcille; a son, Jason Chapman; his fo

Aleda Chakhaza

Aug. 25, 2005, in Big Sandy. She suf- Linda served in the U.S. Air Force, ents, Tom and Bonnie Nelson, of Stock-  She attended several primary schoolsier wife and friend, Cindy Chapman
fered from cancer for the last severabeing stationed in California andton; a brother, Alan (Vonna) Nelson, ofin Lilongwe before going to Blantyre three step-daughters, Katriana Mille
years of her life but continued to remairHawaii. It was during her assignment iriTurlock, California; a sister, Michele secondary school. After secondanCharlotte Martin and Sara Rigney
a positive example of determination ancCalifornia that she met and married he(Gary) Given of Joshua Tree, California;school she went to the University ofSmith; and several grandchildren. /

County area of California and begarJames, preceded her in death.

were baptized in May 1975. including backpacking/camping, trav-

growth and development of her chil-

husband, Tom Kersey, in 1971. After heiand three grandsons, Bryce, Seth anillalawi, and there she met her husbandlaughter, Cindy Chapman, died in 196:
discharge, she lived in the LA/OrangeBlake Barba of Fresno. Her infant sonBrighton Chakhaza. He died in October He was born in Southbridge, Massz
2004. They were married in the mid-chusetts, the son of Harold and Esth
attending Churchin 1974. She and Tom Linda enjoyed many activities, 1970s, and they had four children.
Brighton and Aleda had the opportu-Trade High School in 1955 and fron
eling, cooking, sewing, playing cardsnity to serve on a diplomatic mission tcAmbassador Bible Center in 2004. H
and being with her family and friends.France in 2002. When she returned, sheas eager to learn about God's Wor
She was very strongly committed to thgoined the newly established Financend did what he could to help other

Chapman. He graduated from Col

dren, and her family and friends. Lind
remained faithful until her death, an
her faith and endurance are an examy
to all who knew her. She will be missed

Tribute: Margie

Shirley Marie Sanders

ducted by Jim Tuck, was held on Al
faithfulness. Shirley will be greatly 14 in Clements, California.
missed by family, friends and brethren

She was baptized in 1953 and wa
preceded in death by husbands John
Mooney, Jr., Mannie Cessna and Robe
Sanders. Survivors include sons Davik-

Mooney and Kelvin Mooney and

in 1955 in the Chikumba village

Linda Yvonne Kersey

1 . “Best Built’ racer in the competition.
Tribute: Jack Jack and Gloria met through a mutu
Yeager al friend in the summer of 1947 at g

local carnival. Jack had just graduate
Charles John (Jack) Yeager died omand Gloria was 15 years old. Soon aftg
Sept. 1, 2005, at the age of 76. He ithey met they started dating. They mal
survived by Gloria, his wife of 54 years;ried on April 25, 1951.
his three children, Jack Jr., Bruce and Except for a couple of years in
Kimberly; nine grandchildren and four Southern California and two years i
great-grandchildren. Mr. Yeager'sthe U.S. Navy (1951-1952), Mr. Yea-|
funeral took place in New Brighton, ger spent his life in western Pennsylva
Pennsylvania, on Sept. 6, officiated bynia. After working as an appliance|
Don Henson, pastor of the Pittsburghrepairman for Sears for some 20 year
Pennsylvania, congregation. he started his own successful appliang
Mr. Yeager was born in Daughertysales and repair business in 1973. M~
Township, near the community of NewYeager went into semi-retirement a few

Jack Yeager

Brighton in western Pennsylvania oryears ago, turning the business over tconducted the Passover service, anain

Feb. 26, 1929. He was the second chilbdis son, Bruce, who still runs Yeager'sed and encouraged members. He

of Anna (McCarthy) and CharlesAppliance Repair. Mrs. Yeager also organized activiti
William Yeager. His older sister was Mr. Yeager was baptized into God'sfor the senior members. He was ve
named Ruth and his younger brother€hurch in August 1973. Mrs. Yeagerhighly respected and admired by all t
were Robert and Eugene (known abad begun attending the Church morenembers, known as one who wj
“Butch”). His early years were spent onthan four years earlier. At first, Mr. Yea- always approachable and friendly al

the family farm, where his father ran ager was none too impressed with higor his quiet, humble, yet determined

greenhouse business. wife’s newfound beliefs. But through and strong personality.

Mr. Yeager graduated from Newher good example and faithfulness, His faith was demonstrated by his
Brighton High School in 1947. While God called Mr. Yeager into His Churchcourage in dealing with serious health
he was still in high school, he alsoand he dedicated himself wholeheartproblems in the last two years of his

received training in repairing appli- edly to the faith. He was ordained a dedife. He suffered a major stroke in Ju
ances, which became his professiorcon on Pentecost 1978 (Mrs. Yeage?003, which left him physically weal
Mr. Yeager was born a mechanic. Hisvas ordained a deaconess at the sarard unable to communicate clear

An outdoor memorial service, con

ug

Aleda Chakhaza of the Lilongwe
congregation in Malawi died after a lon:
illness on Sept. 2, 2005. Aleda was boi

in

Malawi. She was baptized in 2003 an

an
BS
Y
he|
as|
nd

ne,

y.

mother often complained that whatevtime) and an elder in April 1989. Mrs. Yeager devoted herself to cari
er they bought him, he'd take apart to As a lay member, deacon and eldefpr her husband. They were at servi
see how it worked. But at least he wadr. Yeager served his congregation irtogether each Sabbath. Mr. Yeager
also able to put it back together. Mrmany ways for more than threetened attentively to the messages, s
Yeager also enjoyed woodworking. Hedecades. He and his wife alwaysng and fellowshipping with th

g
e
i

w

built soapbox-derby cars for his sonsvorked together as a team—whenevesrethren before and after the service
and in about 1965 Bruce advanced tthere was a need, they were there e was always encouraging to othérg
the national finals in Akron, Ohio, pitchin.As an elderin United, Mr. Yea-and never complained about his sitya

where his car won the award as theer gave sermonettes and split sermorton.

Seiver

Margie Nell Eaves Seiver was 3
“Texas Original,” a native Houstonian
born March 23, 1932. Margie has a
older sister, Dorothy, a younger broth
er, J.W, and a younger sister, Nanc
(and now numerous nieces, nephe
and grandnieces and grandnephews|

Margie graduated from Robert E|
Lee High School in 1950 and it wa
there she met her future husbang
Richard Seiver. They were true higF
school sweethearts.

Margie and Richard were marriedevents. She made sure her children
on June 6, 1951. Margie worked forgrandchildren understood the impa

Margie Seiver

Houston Lighting and Power. In thetance of good manners, caring for oth-

early years of their marriage, she anérs and proper decorum.

Richard both worked so he could fin- Margie was also talented in mus

ish college at night. Sometimes it wasVlany years ago she performed spe:

tough, but Margie could make a chick-music as a soloist. She was in the cl

en go a long way! (which she loved) until health prok
Margie and Richard have four chil-lems prevented her. She encoura

dren—Pam, Carolyn, John Mark ancher children and grandchildren to play

David—and four grandchildren. musical instruments and loved to he
Margie became interested in thehem play.

Church in 1962. She was baptized in Over the years, Richard and Margie

July, about six months after Richardmade quite a team as they cared

For over 43 years they have been dointieir own family and their Church fam-

things together, serving in the Churchily. Richard was ordained an elder
in many capacities. April 13, 1968, and their service to t
Her life was based on caring for oth-Church expanded. Their home w

ers. She was always concerned abouaften the location for parties, meeting:
what was going on with her family andBible studies and fellowship. Marge

ani
r.

C.
cia
0il

ofl

ar

fol

olg}
e
as

i

made sure they were doing well andvas a wonderful hostess and made

were taken care of. everyone feel at home. She would

She was especially excited to finalrest until everyone was comfortable

ly become a grandmother when heand had what they needed!

grandson, Jordan, was born in 1983. Despite several health setbadks

Then, five months later, her joy wastoward the end of her life, she ke|
enriched when her first granddaughteigoing, determined to regain hi
Vanessa, was born. Her second grangtrength and mobility. She was
daughter, Kelly, was born nine monthsencouragement to many as she d
later. Six years later, Stephanie arriveavith her own adversity.
bringing the joy and happiness of Marge died athome Sept. 20, 20(
another new life into the family. at the age of 73. She and Richd
Margie was very much involved in enjoyed over 54 years of happy m

ot

pt
or

an
eal

5,
rd
r_

her children’s and grandchildren’sriage. She will be missed and remem-
lives. When the oldest three grandchilbered as a wonderful sister, wife, moth-
dren were teens, she enjoyed takingr and friend. There is no doubt that she

many road trips to teen church funcdied in the faith and we look forwa
tions in Houston and out of town,to our reunion with her at Christ}
enjoying Bible Bowls and sports return.
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. She has six children: Michael
Tribute: Vyonne (deceased), Patrik, Kathe, Kennath
Cindy and Kurtis. She has 10 grand
YOUﬂg children and four great-grandchildren

Vyonne BarbaraYoungwas bornin  She met Joe Young in the Long
1933 in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, toBeach, California, congregation, and
Joseph and Doris Gebhard. Her sibthey were married in 1991. In recen
lings were Robert, Marion, lla and years they have attended the Gardg
Bill. She spent her youth in the Mil- Grove, California, congregation. Their
waukee area, where she graduatecbntribution and dedication to the]
from Messmer High School in 1951.Church and congregation has bee]
She later furthered her education andast and generous. They alway
graduated with credentials in accountlooked for ways to support, help and
ing. nurture those in need.

She came in contact with a doctor Vyonne died Sept. 9, 2005. Joe han™==
who was a member of the Church irdled the “Celebration of Life” service
1960 when her son Kennath was borat the Garden Grove congregatior:
with health problems. She was bapSept. 15. Joe’s wishes were thatlirected to LifeNets in the name
tized in 1962. instead of flowers, donations wereVyonne Young.

Harold A. (Hal) Chapman

learn it as well.

He was a weight lifter and was titled
Mr. Texas in 2002. He enjoyed playing
the harmonica, banjo and bluegras
music. He was a U.S. Navy veteran, al
was an independent truck driver fo
many years.

A private family memorial service
was held on Sept. 23, conducted by Dg
Dowd, associate pastor of the New Eng
land congregations. The family was ven
complimentary toward the Church an
its interest in Hal before he died. He ha
been attending the Worcester, Massi
chusetts, congregation.

VWyonne Young

. married June 10, 1970. Jo An
Tribute: Jo Ann became the loving and devoted moth
i er to the three young children ang
Dennis became the mother of one son, Andy
Jo Ann Dennis was born in Oregon Jo Ann s also survived by three sis
as Jo Ann Moore Oct. 19, 1936, anders-in-law: Marjorie Friddle, Norma
died suddenly on Aug. 14, 2005. JKelly and Anita Dennis.
Ann’s parents preceded her in death. Jo Ann’s mother-in-law, Dolores
She was an only child and became Bennis, died just this past March 25
schoolteacher in Oregon. Her hushang005, just days before her 102nd birth
Alvin Ray (Al) Dennis preceded her in day.
death on March 10, 2004. Jo Ann served with her husband, Al
Al Dennis’s first wife (Mary) died in congregations in California; Ore-
Oct. 3, 1969, leaving Al a widower gon; Chicago, lllinois; and Cincinnati,
with three children: Tom, Pattie andOhio. She was a member of the
Debbie. While pastoring the EugeneCincinnati North congregation and
Oregon, congregation, Mr. Dennisdied unexpectedly after returningentered her “rest,” awaiting the resu
met Jo Ann Moore, and they werehome from Sabbath services andection.

Ruby Elnora Horne, a member in
Houston, South, Texas, died Sept. 2]

Jo Ann Dennis

It

When Elnorawas about 24, and livingyear or so after he returned home, Nora Bob died suddenly, Jan. 18, 200
in Lake Charles, Louisiana, she metvas born. In 1948, the family settled infour days after their 63rd weddi
Robert Horne. He frequented the dineHouston and remained there ever sincanniversary. Elnora was strong duri
where she worked and thus began a Elnora was a wonderful wife, motherthe first few months following Bob’
courtship that led to their wedding inand homemaker. She was an excelledeath, but sadly, several months later
January of 1942, 63 years of happy macook and an accomplished seamstressd a stroke, and from that point on,
riage and two daughters, Carolyn Roberwho made all her own clothes and thoskealth began to deteriorate, ending in
son and Nora Horne. of the girls. She loved gardening. In thedeath. Her funeral was Sept. 30.
2005. She was born on Sept. 18, 1917, This was a time of war, and a fewcenter of the front yard she had a beauti- Elnora Horne was a quiet, lovir
in Anacoco, Louisiana. She had onemonths after their wedding, Bob wasful rose garden, and in front of it, she seedvoman with a strong, abiding faith
brother and one sister, both of whonsent overseas. Carolyn was born whiled the grass with bluebonnets. The neigiGod. She will be missed and reme
preceded her in death. her father was serving in North Africa. Abors called her the Bluebonnet Lady.  bered by family and friends.

Ruby Elnora Horne

“Local Church Updates,” continued  ing for church services. | had just enteredeconds in timing made the differenceStudent Named to

from page 20 the driver's side of the car, while my wife, Needless to say, we cleaned ourselv% s .
Elder’'s Wife Arlene, checked something in the backup and went to Church anyway. ean’s List
“She had just walked back to her side “It truly was a special intervention by
Protected From of the car when a 30-foot-tall tree fell onGod on my wife's and my behalf.” Heather E. Buchanan, a sophom
Falling Tree the car, missing her head by abotit 2 Mr. Franke also reported on his conat Mercyhurst College in Erie, Pen
g feet. A split second earlier she wouldlition: sylvania, was named to the Deal

have been hit directly on the head by the “The cancer was removed and as fdrist for outstanding academ

Charles Franke, an elder in Soldotnatrunk of the tree, no doubt killing her. At as the medical world and | know, | amachievement during the 2004-20
Alaska, who is recovering from cancetthis point the tree was about 8 inches isancer free. | have been on four monthacademic year.

treatments, reported Oct. 5 on the foldiameter. A branch about 2 to 3 inches inf chemo treatments to make sure allthe She is the daughter of Hug

lowing miraculous protection: diameter just missed her head by about@ncer is killed. Praise God for this blessBuchanan of the Columbia, Mar

“Two Sabbaths ago, my wife narrow-inches. ing and thank you so much for yourand, congregation. Heather plans

ly escaped being killed as we were leav- “Being on the scene, there is no doubitvonderful care, prayers and concern.” pursue a career in art therapy.

Letters

Graduating Seniors dren, | realize that all of these young Also, | would like to thank Janet August 2003Jnited New®n page 12
| want to thank you and the staff ofpeople may not regularly attendHendershot (“Dealing With Death”) in “Treasure Digest” titled “That W
United Newsor including all the pic- Church, or may not continue attendingand Joe Dumond (“How Will You Be May Be One.”
tures and accompanying informatiorafter they leave their parents’ careRemembered?”) for these articles. I want to print it so that | can share
about this year's graduating senior$owever, they have been greatly influ- Texas during the Feast of Tabernacles|
[July]. Itis quite encouraging to see seenced by God's truth, and it will make enjoyed the article so much beca
many young people who are a part oé difference in their lives. Thanks agairfThat We May Be One” there is a straight message in it.
God's Church. As a high schoolfor including this information in the | am writing to seek permission to Nigeria

At a Glance

Continued from page 2

Newsreaders have been getting can |
seen at www.gnmagazine.org/gnupdal
The latest e-news program titled “Thi:
Is the Way,” goes to 1,808 readers. Yc
can view samples of past messages
www.thisistheway.org.
Peter Eddington

Church Faces Rising
Shipping Costs

Fuel surcharges and increased poste
costs are impacting the budget, especii
ly for shipping literature outside of the
United States. In some cost centers mc
than 50 percent of the annual shippir
budgetwas spentin the first quarter of tt
fiscal year. This is particularly true for
bookletsUnited News, World News anc
Prophecyand\Vertical Thought.

To help reduce some of these exper
es we have altered our online literatu
request forms to accept a maximum «
three pieces of literature ordered at or
time, down from a maximum of five up
until now. We have also discontinued ot
Internet advertising in Africa and Asia
+We continue to meet with various ship

ping representatives to get the best pc
sible cost savings.

In addition, we are encouraging ou
B)Veb site visitors to read as much mate
dal online as possible to cut down some
ngyhat on the number of hard copies beir
5 mailed. The Internet continues to be or
sb&our most cost-effective tools.
her Also, we are in the process of renew
hierg all of ourWorld News and Prophecy

subscribers in countries outside of th
dJnited States where the home office ha
rdles the mailing list. (This excludes aree
nwhere a national office handles its ow
subscribers, but includes about 100 ot
er countries to which we mail.)

So please pray that God will continu
to provide the resources so that we ci
be as aggressive as possible in fulfillin
our mission.

Peter Eddington
ore
n.
wc'Good News
»vsSubscribers and

[Print Run Up

to The July/August print run oThe
Good Newsvent from 414,896 in 2004
to 461,163 in 2005—an increase of 1
percent. It's encouraging to see thi
growth after several years of decrea:
(from our all-time high of 526,173) since
our waiting room program copies ani
newsstand programs were trimmed. W
e had planned for around 480,000 avera
print run for the fiscal year as per th
iOperation Plan. We came out about 1
dercent short of that goal.

seThere is an encouraging trend—th
number of actual subscribers is contint

teacher and mother of three adult chilUN.

copy an article that appeared in the Permission was of course granted

.See “News at a Glance,” page 24
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= What's New on the Weh?

On www.ucg.org

m Compass Check

ir?g to risg. Over th?t PSS}W:ITQ yaaffJM_See video of home office weekly meeting.
ave made a concerted effort in the Unit- )

ed States to replace waiting room pr&‘-’ww +Log.org/abouthomeoffice/compasscheck.hitm
gram and newsstand program copi@SUCG Commentary on This Week’s News
with actual subscribers. We have droppegleekly commentaries by UCG written on
more than 100,000 waiting room copi&gorid news and trends, from a biblical

and more than 55,000 newsstand copi rspective. Read these and more:

Having actual subscribers’ addresse "o\ erful Effects of Decisions!”

on file gives us greater opportunity to : e
directly communicate with our reader, ddressylpg World Hunger: “Waste Not,

through various offers and updates— ant Not . R

something impossible to do with the puA New United Nations o

licly displayed copies. A Radically New Version of Humanity’
Now that we have pruned our printvww.ucg.org/commentary/

run, we expect to see our overall circula-

At a Glance

Continued from page 23

(o

m Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

Www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

m The November VCM has articles on “Seven
Principles That Lead to Success,” “The
Golden Rule,” “Circle of Friends” and more.

vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org

m New articles posted on the Web site for
November are “KNOCK, KNOCK: God,
Can You Hear Me?” and “Overcoming
Depression in a Depressing World.”

verticalthought.org

Featured Links of the Month
m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
www.ucgyouth.org

m Singles’ Web site for

singles in the Church.

www.ucgsingles.org

If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org

tion rise back toward the 500,000 mark as
our advertising efforts get underway this

fiscal year. In the United States we stillittle Falls, Minnesota, congregationsquestions, please contact Mark Winner The next issue dfinited Newswill
at mark_winner@ucg.org. See you irhave the finalized daily itinerary, pricing the evening, when drinks and dinner wi

have 6,180 waiting room copies beingnd a regional pastor.

displayed and 24,250 newsstand copies.Taking on Mr. Servidio’s circuitin the December!

However, putting less-expensive advespring will be Mike Hanisko, currently
tising brochures and subscription offersastor of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, Wis-

and application process.
Charles Melear

Mark Winner

Sabbath fellowship will continue into

be served, after which a dance will cor
clude the weekend'’s festivities.
Additional details will be provided

on display in public venues is proving taonsin. He will also become regional
be less expensive than tens of thousarmisstor of the North Central Region.
of actual copies of the magazine itself. Mr. Hanisko’s replacement in Mil-

of GN subscribers for the July/Augustegional pastor for the Central Region
issues over the past eight years.
Year PrintRun U.S. Subscribers

1997 58,829 i

1998 109,874 35000 Make Reservations

1999 199,837 81,919 .

2000 284,582 93,290 NOW fOf Wmter pre- or post-Feast extension.
2001 378,066 170,893 i

2002 517,791 249,364 Famlly Weekend

2003 460,167 274,254

2004 414,896 293,057

2005 461,163

Biblical Feast Tour
The following chart shows the growtiwaukee and Oshkosh and the ne\ﬁ-)f TUfkey Planned

had not been announced at press time. Details for the 2006 biblical Feast tour
are in the final planning stages. Howev-
er, due to logistics of travel, time and A 50th anniversary celebration for the
pricing, the tour for 2006 will not be able Church in Houston, Texas, is being
to offer Athens and Corinth except as @lanned for the weekend of March 10C alendar of Events
and 11, 2006. Former Houston ministers

Currently, plans are to arrive in Istan-and members will share their memorie®ec. 9-14: Council meetings.
bul and then visit the biblical sites ofof the past 50 years that God's work an®ec. 21-26: Winter Camp, Wisconsin
Ephesus, Smyrna, Philadelphia, Sardiglis Church have been active in HoustorDec. 23-27: Winter Family Weekend ir
If you haven't already, why not make Pergamos and Laodicea. The tour will The weekend will beginwith arecep- Louisville, Kentucky.
340,676 plans to join 1,500 plus of your fellow also visit the ancient city of Aphrodisiastion on Friday evening, March 10, at theJan. 8, 2006: ABC orientation.

Houston Plans 50th
Anniversary for
March 10 and 11

soon; however, if you would like further
information at this time, please acces
our local congregations’ Web sites &
www.united-church-of-god.org  or
www.ucg-houston.org, or you may cal
Frank or Nelda Pierce at (409) 94t
6256.

Peter Eddington family members at this year's Winter(archaeological ruins only surpassed biouston North church hall. A churchJan. 13-15: Women's Enrichmen

Family Weekend in Louisville, Ken- Ephesus), Hierapolis and Pammukkaléistory photo gallery and personal pho- Weekend, Garden Grove, California

tucky? Activities begin on Friday where the hot springs fed anciento mixer will get the evening’s events area, “Accentuate the Positive!
underway, which will be followed by  (jeanupde@sbcglobal.com). Regis

Ministerial Services evening, Dec. 23, with a Bible study fol- Laodicea.

Announces Transfers

lowed by a dessert reception and end late This will be unlike any tour previous- former Houston ministers sharing their tration deadline Dec. 19, 2005.
Tuesday night, Dec. 27, with a themedy sponsored by the United Church ofmemories of times long since past, aeb. 18-20: Annual Presidents’ Day Sk

young adult dance, teen dance and org&od. This tour will be highly education- well as memories that some probably Weekend, Salt Lake City, Utah

As announced previously, Jim Franksiized activities for the preteens. There ial, focusing on biblical geography, thehoped would be long since forgotten.

(www.cgca.net/ucg-saltlakeut/).

pastor of the Houston North, Texas, cosomething planned for everyone, youngravels of Paul, early Christian congre- The Sabbath of March 11 will begin Feb. 24-March 1, 2006: Council meeting:

gregation, is moving to the home officer older, single or married.
to become operation manager for Minis- Please  check the Web

gations and the life and culture of the eamwith morning snacks and socializing,May 7-8, 2006: General Conference ¢
sitdy Church. Notebooks with detailedfollowed by a special service from 2 to  Elders annual meeting.

terial Services. He will be replaced imvww.ucg.org/familyweekend for fur- information about each location, map p.m. This commemorative service willMay 9-11, 2006: Council meetings.
Houston North by Jim Servidio, currentther details about the weekend or tand study papers will be provided forinclude a Houston history presentationiMay 26-29, 2006: Memorial Day Week-

ly pastor of the Minneapolis, Duluth ananake your reservations. If you have angach participant.

special music presentation and sermon. end, Kansas City, Missouri.

Top Booklets Announced; 3.7 Million Printed

Since United began, more than 3.7 million « God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise ¢
booklets have been printed. Hope for All Mankind130,000).

The top 11 titles and the number printed * The Ten Commandme(it80,000).
are: What Is Your Destiny&ipped from first to

» What Happens After Deatli®95,000).  third position over the fiscal year.

» The Book of Revelation Unveiled These titles left the top 1The Gospel of
(191,000). the Kingdom, Heaven and Hell: What Do

» What Is Your Destiny(265,000). the Bible Really Teach? The United States

* Are We Living in the Time of the End?Britain in Bible ProphecyandHolidays or
(160,000). Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days W

» Making Life Work144,000). Keep?

* s the Bible True®140,000). These titles are new to the ttpthe Bible

* You Can Understand Bible ProphecyTrue? You Can Understand Bible Prophe
(140,000). Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimen

» Marriage and Family: The Missing sion, Why Does God Allow Sufferingfd
Dimension(140,000). God's Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hop

* Why Does God Allow Suffering?for All Mankind.

(134,000). Peter Eddington
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