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Warnings for America

wo newspaper articles in particular caught my

eye recently. The first, “U.S. Funding for Future

Promises Lags by Trillions,” appeared in USA
Today (Dennis Cauchan, June 7, 2011). It covered a sobering phenom-
enon we’ve discussed previously in several articles—the skyrocketing
amount of financial obligations created by the U.S. government with
no realistic way to pay for them.

While the federal government took on $1.5 trillion last year to
finance the budget deficit, it shockingly added 3% times that amount,
“$5.3 trillion in new financial obligations in 2010, largely for retire-
ment programs such as Medicare and Social Security,” according to
the article. The net effect? “That brings to a record $61.6 trillion the
total of financial promises not paid for” (emphasis added throughout).

Numbers like these are so huge that people find them almost mean-
ingless. To put it in perspective, if you spent $1 per second, 24 hours a

“America must rediscover the qualities that orig-
inally made it great. That will not be easy.”

day, you would spend $86,400 per day and more than $31.5 million per
year. It would take you over 32,000 years to spend a trillion dollars!

Multiply that by 61 times, and you have some idea of that one part of
America’s debt problem. If you’re an American, your share is $534,000
per U.S. household, “more than five times what Americans have bor-
rowed for everything else—mortgages, car loans and other debt.”

The other article, titled “Decline and Fall of the American Empire,”
was written by Larry Elliott, economics editor for the British news-
paper The Guardian (June 6, 2011). It’s a stern warning for a nation on
a perilous path, and shocking coming from such a left-leaning paper:

“America clocked up a record last week. The latest drop in house
prices meant that the cost of real estate has fallen by 33% since the peak
—even bigger than the 31% slide seen when John Steinbeck was writing
The Grapes of Wrath,” the famous novel of Depression-era America.

Elliot points to America’s 9.1 percent unemployment rate, to one in
six Americans relying on government food stamps and to budget defi-
cits that, percentage-wise, rival those of Greece, which is on the verge
of financial implosion.

His sobering conclusion? “America in 2011 is Rome in 200AD or
Britain on the eve of the first world war: an empire at the zenith of its
power but with cracks beginning to show.

“The experience of both Rome and Britain suggests that it is hard
to stop the rot once it has set in, so here are a few of the warning signs
of trouble ahead: military overstretch, a widening gulf between rich
and poor, a hollowed-out economy, citizens using debt to live beyond
their means . . . The high levels of violent crime, epidemic of obesity,
addiction to pornography and excessive use of energy may be telling
us something: the US is in an advanced state of cultural decadence.”

For years The Good News has warned about America’s cultural,
societal and spiritual decline. It’s becoming so obvious now that even
a secular economics editor writing for a highly liberal newspaper can
recognize the connection between the nation’s “cultural decadence,”
as he put it, and its downward economic spiral.

Elliott’s article concludes with this: “Above all, America must redis-
cover the qualities that originally made it great. That will not be easy.”

We couldn’t agree more! In the following pages we’ll examine some
of those qualities that “originally made [America] great.”” We hope and
pray that you personally, and all of our readers, will rediscover and
apply those qualities!

—Scott Ashley, Managing editor
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by Noel Hornor

Today some are trying to rewrite history to argue that the United States
was founded as a secular, nonreligious nation. The historical record

clearly tells a much different story!

t wasn’t that long ago that a U.S. judge
told a high school valedictorian, “If
you mention Jesus in your valedictory
address, you will wish you had never
been born” (quoted by Erwin Lutzer,
Is God on America’s Side? 2008, p. 11).
This statement would have shocked earlier
generations of Americans to their very core.
America is unique among all Christian
nations of the world in its overtness in
expressing its trust in God. The motto “In
God We Trust” is printed on all its paper cur-
rency and stamped on its coinage. The motto
was first embossed on America’s money with
the issuing of a two-cent coin that bore the
words in 1864. It was first printed on paper
money in 1957.
Many Americans have long taken pride
in the nation’s being founded on devotion to
the God of the Bible. Yet many now claim
America’s Christian heritage is a myth. This
is false, as we will see. But we then must ask:

4 The Good News

Does the country still worship and trust in
God, or has its reverence for and honoring of
God declined with the passage of time? And
if so, what does this mean for the nation’s
future?

“Grounded upon Gospel principles”

The patriotism of America’s forefathers
was undergirded by strong Christian founda-
tions and pillars.

When England’s King Charles II granted
a charter for the colony of Rhode Island to
Roger Williams in July 1663, he wrote: “That
they, pursuing with peace and loyal minds
their sober, serious and religious intentions, of
godly edifying themselves and one another in
the holy Christian faith and worship . . . a most
flourishing civil state may stand, and best be
maintained . . . rightly grounded upon Gospel
principles” (quoted by James Knowles, Mem-
oir of Roger Williams: The Founder of the
State of Rhode-Island, 1834, p. 420).

The early colonial settlers possessed deep
Christian faith. “The first permanent settle-
ment was the English colony at Jamestown,
in 1607, in what is now Virginia. Similar to
the other colonial charters, the First Charter of
Virginia emphasized the Christian character
of their purpose:

““We, greatly commending, and graciously
accepting of, their desires for the furtherance
of so noble a work, which may, by the provi-
dence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the
glory of His Divine Majesty, in propagating
of Christian religion to such people, as yet
live in darkness and miserable ignorance of
the true knowledge and worship of God™”
(Richard Lee, The American Patriot’s Bible,
2009, p. I-5).

The first northern colony was established
in 1620 at Plymouth, in what is now Mas-
sachusetts. The settlers’ initial governing
document, the Mayflower Compact, clearly
attested to their faith in God.

It states: “In the name of God, Amen.

We, whose names are underwritten, . . . Hav-
ing undertaken for the Glory of God, and
Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the
Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage
to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts
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of Virginia; do by these Presents, solemnly
and mutually, in the Presence of God and

of one another; covenant and combine our-
selves together into a civil Body Politick . . .”
(quoted by Rod Gragg, Forged in Faith: How
Faith Shaped the Birth of the Nation 1607-
1776, 2010, pp. 29-30).

Author Woodrow Kroll states: “The influ-
ence of the Bible and the Christian religion
was very much in evidence in the New Eng-
land colonies and in other colonies as well.
The New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland
colonies considered themselves to be ‘planta-
tions of religion.” Most of the charters men-
tion the desire of the stockholders to convert
the natives and to extend Christ’s dominion”
(Taking Back the Good Book: How America
Forgot the Bible and Why It Matters to You,
2007, p. 38).

“We have this day restored the Sovereign”

After a period of time the American
colonies began to evolve toward a desire for
independence and nationhood. This was due
to a number of points of friction that devel-
oped between the colonies and their mother
country, England. The Continental Congress
met in 1774-1776 in Philadelphia to address
these matters.

On July 2, 1776, the Continental Congress
was meeting to declare independence. At the
same time, the commander-in-chief of the
armies, George Washington, was gathered
with his troops on Long Island, New York.
During that time he issued an order to his
troops that stated:

“The fate of unborn millions will now
depend, under God, on the courage and
conduct of this army . . . Let us, then, rely
on the goodness of our cause, and the aid of
the Supreme Being, in whose hands victory
is, to animate and encourage us to great and
noble actions” (quoted by John Marshall,
The Life of George Washington, vol. 2,
1804, p. 424).

The Declaration of Independence was
written and signed in 1776. It mentions
“the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God,”
says that “all men are . . . endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights,”
and declares that the representatives were
“appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of [their] intentions”
and trusting “with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence.”

One of its signers, Samuel Adams, who
was later eulogized as “the Father of the
American Revolution,” expressed a common
sentiment when he said after its signing:
“We have this day restored the Sovereign,

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

to whom alone men ought to be obedient
... From the rising to the setting sun, may
His kingdom come” (Speech, Statehouse of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Aug. 1, 1776).
Another signer, Samuel Adams’ second
cousin John Adams, who helped draft the

document and would later become the second

president of the United States, stated in a let-
ter to his wife on the day Congress approved

the Declaration: “The general principles upon

which the Fathers achieved independence
were the general principles of Christianity . . .
I will avow that I believed and now believe
that those general principles of Christianity
are as eternal and immutable as the existence
and attributes of God” (quoted by Bill Conry,
Farewell to America, 2009, p. 19).

John Adams’ son John Quincy Adams,
the sixth president of the United States, later

as the rules of their conduct” (quoted by
Federer, p. 18).

Forging a new nation

The ragtag American armies engaged the
superior British forces in combat for a period
of six years. It seems likely that the colonial
forces under George Washington achieved
victory more due to God’s divine help than
to their military might. The culminating
point came when General Lord Cornwal-
lis surrendered at Yorktown, Virginia, in the
summer of 1781. The favor that the colonials
had with God had stood them in good stead,
and due largely to this they achieved a sort of
independence.

But independence did not bring nation-
hood. Instead of being a united country,
the people were divided into 13 squabbling

The Mayflower Compact

mong the first groups of colonists who settled in North America were the pilgrims, who estab-
lished the Plymouth Colony in what would later become the state of Massachusetts. On Nov. 11,
1620, as their ship the Mayflower waited to land near present-day Cape Cod, the colonists signed
the Mayflower Compact, agreeing on their purpose and how they would govern themselves.
The Compact stated that they had “undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the
Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the north-
ern Parts of Virginia . . .” According to their own words, evangelism and furtherance of the Christian

faith were clearly stated goals of the group.

explained, “The highest glory of the Ameri-
can Revolution was this; it connected in one

indissoluble bond the principles of civil gov-

ernment with the principles of Christianity”
(quoted by William Federer, America’s God
and Country: Encyclopedia of Quotations,
1994, p. 18). He also stated, “From the day
of the Declaration . . . they [the American
people] were bound by the laws of God,
which they all, and by the laws of The
Gospel, which they nearly all, acknowledge

colonies. They sought to solve their divisions
by sending a gathering of 55 delegates to
Philadelphia during May to September 1787
to seek unity by creating a constitution they
could agree to and support.

As with previous endeavors and actions
of the people, God was a part of the moti-
vating picture. Of the 55 delegates, at least
50 professed Christianity. “They were all
remarkably well read, and mostly from the
same books . . . They were also careful stu-
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dents of the Bible, especially the Old Testa-
ment, and even though some did not belong
to any Christian denomination, the teachings
of Jesus were held in universal respect and

1787, during the convention clashes, Franklin
spoke up and stated:

“In this situation of this assembly, grop-
ing, as it were, in the dark, to find political

Separation of Church and State?

Some people believe that the U.S. Constitution forbids any connection between religion and gov-
ernment—or, as it's popularly known, separation of church and state. American history, however,
clearly proves otherwise.

The website for the U.S. Library of Congress contains a lengthy history of Christian church ser-
vices being held in the most recognizable of government buildings—the U.S. Capitol building, where
the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives meet! Notice these excerpts from a portion of the site
titled “Religion and the Federal Government” (emphasis added throughout):

“Itis no exaggeration to say that on Sundays in Washington during the administrations of Thomas
Jefferson (1801-1809) and of James Madison (1809-1817) the state became the church. Within a
year of his inauguration, Jefferson began attending church services in the House of Representatives.
Madison followed Jefferson’s example . . . Worship services in the House . . . continued until after the
Civil War . . . Preachers of every Protestant denomination appeared. (Catholic priests began officiat-
ing in 1826.) . . . Throughout his administration Jefferson permitted church services in executive
branch buildings. The Gospel was also preached in the Supreme Court chambers.

“Jefferson’s actions may seem surprising because his attitude toward the relation between reli-
gion and government is usually thought to have been embodied in his recommendation that there
exist “a wall of separation between church and state.” In that statement, Jefferson was apparently
declaring his opposition, as Madison had done in introducing the Bill of Rights, to a ‘national’ religion.
In attending church services on public property, Jefferson and Madison consciously and deliberately
were offering symbolic support to religion as a prop for republican government.”

The site includes descriptions of religious services also being held in the U.S. Treasury Building (by
several denominations) and the Supreme Court chamber, and notes that for a time the U.S. Marine
Band provided musical accompaniment for hymns at worship services in the U.S. Capitol building.
Many other interesting facts clearly contradicting the common legal interpretation of separation of
church and state can be found on the site at www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel06-2.html.

—Scott Ashley

admiration” (Cleon Skousen, The 5000 Year
Leap, 2009, p. 32).

At times during the Constitutional Conven-
tion the debate raged fiercely, threatening
to disrupt the proceedings and send them
home with nothing to show for their efforts.
One of the most famous of the delegates
was Benjamin Franklin, who represented the
colony of Pennsylvania. Earlier in his life he
had accepted deism, the belief that God does
not intervene in His creation. Yet in late June

6 The Good News

truth, and scarce able to distinguish it when
presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that
we have not hitherto once thought of humbly
applying to the father of lights to illuminate
our understandings?

“In the beginning of the contest with Brit-
ain, when we were sensible of danger, we
had daily prayers in this room for the divine
protection! Our prayers, sir, were heard; and
they were graciously answered. All of us who
were engaged in the struggle have observed

frequent instances of a superintending provi-
dence in our favor” (quoted by Jon Mea-
cham, American Gospel, 2006, pp. 88-89).

Franklin was clearly no longer a deist at
this point as is often claimed, especially as he
continued: “I have lived, sir, a long time; and
the longer I live, the more convincing proofs
I see of this truth, that God governs in the
affairs of men! And if a sparrow cannot fall
to the ground without his notice, is it prob-
able that an empire can rise without his aid?

“We have been assured, sir, in the sacred
writings, that except the Lord build the house,
they labor in vain that build it. I firmly believe
this; and I also believe that without his con-
curring aid, we shall succeed in this political
building no better than the builders of Babel”
(p- 89, emphasis added)

Through perseverance during continued
debate, the convention succeeded. The del-
egates drew up a document, and the United
States Constitution was adopted on Sept. 17,
1787, by the Constitutional Convention and
ratified at later conventions in each state in
the name of “The People.”

The U.S. Constitution created the three
branches of America’s national government:
a legislature, an executive branch led by the
president, and a judicial branch including the
Supreme Court.

The faith of America’s first president

In April 1789, George Washington—the
man who even then was called “the Father of
His Country”—was unanimously selected as
the first president of the United States. What
evidence do we have of Washington’s belief
in God?

Ten years earlier when he was speaking to
a gathering of chiefs of the Delaware tribe, he
stated: “You do well to wish to learn our arts
and ways of life, and above all, the religion of
Jesus Christ. These will make you a greater
and happier people than you are” (quoted by
Peter Lillback, George Washington’s Sacred
Fire, 2006, p. 18.)

At a later time, when Washington and
the Continental Army were enduring many
disappointments and setbacks, he stated:
“While we are zealously performing the
duties of good citizens and soldiers we
certainly ought not to be inattentive to the
higher duties of religion. To the distin-
guished character of patriot, it should be our
highest glory to add the more distinguished
character of Christian” (ibid.).

Washington was a devoted and religious
man. “We know that the lips of Washington
spoke the name of Jesus Christ as he shared
the comfort of the Gospel . . . Later in his life,

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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he was very active in worship. The records
show that he went to church on Sundays
while he served in the office of the presi-
dency. When he retired, he continued to
worship in the church” (p. 44).

Areligious judiciary

Many recent rulings by American judges
and courts tell a regrettable story of bias
against God and the Christian religion. It
has not always been this way. John Jay,
the first chief justice of the United States,
was devoutly Christian, as witnessed by his
belief in the spiritual resurrection from the
dead to eternal life.

“In May of 1802 Mrs. Jay began to fail
rapidly; on the twenty-eighth, with her hus-
band and children at her bedside, she died. In
that tragic hour Jay remained calm. When he
saw that death had claimed her he at once led
his children into the adjoining room, took up
the family Bible and turned to the fifteenth
chapter of First Corinthians.

“His eyes glistened but his voice was firm:
‘... Now if Christ be preached that he rose
from the dead, how say some among you
that there is no resurrection of the dead? . . .
We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be

changed, . . . and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible’” (Frank Monaghan, John
Jay: Defender of Liberty Against Kings and
Peoples, 1935, p. 428).

On another occasion Jay stated, “Provi-
dence has given to our people the choice of
their rulers, and it is the duty, as well as the
privilege and interest of our Christian nation,
to select and prefer Christians for their rulers”
(quoted by Michael Williams, Silenced in the
Schoolhouse: How Biblical Illiteracy in Our
Schools is Destroying America, 2008, p. 47).

Early America was overwhelmingly Christian

Author Peter Lillback notes that early
America was overwhelmingly Christian: “At
the beginning of the American Revolution,
98.4% of the Americans claimed to be Prot-
estant; 1.4% claimed to be Roman Catholic
—thus, 99.8% were professing Christians.
This certainly corroborates Benjamin Frank-
lin’s telling observation published in 1794 on
the faith of his contemporary fellow Ameri-
cans in the midst of Washington’s presidency:

““. .. Serious religion, under its various
denominations, is not only tolerated, but
respected and practiced. Atheism is unknown
there . . . so that persons may live to a great

Christopher Columbus and Jesus Christ

ave you ever heard that Christopher Columbus gave God the credit for his journey to the New
World? Notice what he later wrote in describing his efforts to find a new route to India:

“It was the Lord who put into my mind (I could feel his hand upon me) the fact that it would be
possible to sail from here to the Indies. All who heard of my project rejected it with laughter, ridiculing
me. There is no question that the inspiration was from the Holy Spirit . . .

“For the execution of the journey to the Indies, | did not make use of intelligence, mathematics or
maps. It is simply the fulfillment of what Isaiah had prophesied . . . No one should fear to undertake
any task in the name of our Savior if it is just and if the intention is purely for His holy service” (quoted
by Bob Gingrich, Founding Fathers vs. History Revisionists: In Their Own Words, 2008, p. 17).

—Jerold Aust

age in that country without having their piety
shocked by meeting with either an atheist or
an infidel’” (p. 29).

Americans and American leaders contin-
ued for generations to be devoted to God.

In 1831, the notable French historian Alexis
de Tocqueville visited America and made
a profound observation about the source of
America’s strength and character. He con-
cluded that it was attributed to America’s
commitment to religion—and specifically
to Christianity:

“It was religion that gave birth to the
English colonies in America. One must
never forget that. In the United States reli-
gion is mingled with all the national cus-
toms and all those feelings which the word
fatherland evokes. For that reason it has
peculiar power . . .

“Christianity has kept a strong hold over
the minds of Americans, and—this is the
point I wish to emphasize—its power is not
just that of a philosophy which has been
examined and accepted, but that of a religion
believed in without discussion . . . Christian-
ity itself is an established and irresistible fact
which no one seeks to attack” (Democracy
in America, translated by George Lawrence,
1969, p. 432).

The decline of Christianity

Yet America has drastically changed.
Today, church attendance and Christianity
are declining in the nation. One 2009 poll
reported that 95 percent of Christian evan-
gelicals ages 20 to 29 had attended church
regularly during their elementary and middle
school years. However, only 55 percent of
them attended church regularly during high
school, and only 11 percent of them were still
regularly attending church when in college.

The future of a nation lies in the strength
of its youth. With young Americans deserting
Christianity and church attendance in Amer-
ica in droves, the future does not look bright.

America is a nation that sometimes makes
a public show of honoring God. During the
national emergency brought on by the terror
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, church attendance
increased.

“When the 9/11 terrorist attacks happened,
‘God bless America’ signs were everywhere,
even on marquees on porn shops. Everyone
thought that surely God could be trusted to
come to our side in this war against terror . . .
[Some thought:] Think of the good America
has done around the world! Of course God is
on our side, and if He isn’t, He ought to be!”
(Lutzer, pp. 11-12).

Continued on page 30
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The Religious Roots
of America’s Founding Fathers

by Jerold Aust

Were the Founding Fathers of the United States believers in God and the
Bible? Were they religious and devout men who believed in and did their

best to follow Jesus Christ?

ome try to argue that America’s
Founding Fathers weren’t particu-
larly religious men and certainly
weren’t Christian.

One writer states, “The early
presidents and patriots were generally
deists or Unitarians . . . rejecting the divin-
ity of Jesus and the relevance of the Bible”
(Steven Morris, “America’s Unchristian
Beginnings,” The Los Angeles Times, Aug.
3, 1995).

Another author argues, “Most of our
other patriarchs were at best deists, [not]
believing in . . . the God of the Old and
New Testaments” (Michael Macdonald,
“Founding Fathers Weren’t Devout,” The
Charlotte Observer, Jan. 15, 1993).

Even one notable historian claims
that “the Founding Fathers were at most
deists”—men who did not believe in divine
revelation or that God was active in His
creation (Gordon Wood, “The Radical Rev-
olution: An Interview With Gordon Wood,”
interview by Fredric Smoler, American
Heritage, December 1992, p. 52).

But what is the truth of the matter?

A large part of the problem is that Ameri-
can children are no longer taught about
the religious faith of the nation’s Found-
ing Fathers, as was common at one time.
An 1848 textbook, in use for decades, was
titled Signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. It included a biography of each of
the signers of the 1776 document declaring
separation from Britain (celebrated annually
on July 4), openly discussing the Christian
beliefs and faith of many of them.

Many readers have probably seen John
Trumbull’s famous painting of the presen-
tation of the Declaration of Independence
to Congress, which is in the U.S. Capitol
rotunda and appears on the U.S. two-
dollar bill. While space doesn’t allow us
to describe the beliefs of all 56 signers (at
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least 50 of whom were Christian), we’ll
take a look at a sampling of them—some
well known, others not so recognizable.

When we consider the backgrounds of
these men, the truth of the religious roots
of America’s Founding Fathers becomes
obvious.

John Witherspoon

“John Witherspoon . . . was an ordained
minister of the Gospel, ’
published several books
of Gospel sermons, and
played major roles in two
American editions of the &=
Bible, including one from John
1791 that is considered Witherspoon
America’s first family Bible” (David
Barton, A Spiritual Heritage Tour of the
United States Capitol, 2000, p. 23).

Charles Thomson

“Charles Thomson was the Secretary
of Congress, and he and John Hancock
were the only two to sign
the first draft of the Dec-
laration of Independence.
Charles Thomson is another
Founder responsible for an
American edition of the
Bible. That Bible—called
Thomson’s Bible—was the first translation
of the Greek Septuagint into English. It
took Charles Thomson twenty-five years
to complete his translation, but even today
that work is still considered one of the
more scholarly American translations of
the Bible” (p. 24).

Charles
Thomson

Benjamin Rush

Many Founding Fathers rated Benjamin
Rush alongside George Washington and
Ben Franklin. He started America’s first
Bible society, the Bible Society of Phila-

delphia. Dr. Rush “pointed out that with

a Bible, every individual

could discover how to have

'| a personal relationship with

78 God through Jesus Christ;

| second, he argued that if
every individual owned a
Bible—and would study

Benjamin
Rush
and obey it—that all of our social prob-
lems, including crime, slavery, etc., would
diminish” (p. 26).

Charles Carroll

Charles Carroll died in 1832 at the age
of 95, the last of the 56 signers. On his
89th birthday he declared,
“On the mercy of my
Redeemer I rely for salva-
tion, and on His merits; not |
on the works I have done in
obedience to His precepts”

(p. 24). Carroll also person-

Charles
Carroll

ally funded a Christian house of worship.

Richard Stockton

Captured by the British and later
released, a dying Richard Stockton penned
] his last will and testament to
his children, which became
a living testimony to his
faith in God.

- He extolled the greatness
Richard of God and His divinity
Stockton  and the completeness of the
redemption purchased by Jesus Christ. He
encouraged his children to a habitual vir-
tuous life, living by faith. He charged his
children to exhibit the fear of God, which
he viewed as the beginning of wisdom, and
that “all occasions of vice and immorality
is injurious either immediately or conse-
quentially—even in this life” (p. 28).

Francis Hopkinson

Francis Hopkinson was
a church music director, a
choir leader and editor of
one of the first hymnals
printed in America. He set
all 150 psalms to music.

Francis
Hopkinson



Paintings courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol

This famous painting in the rotunda of the U.S. Capitol building depicts the presentation of the draft of the Declaration of Independence to Congress on June
28, 1776, before its signing several days later. The painting shows many of the 56 signers of the Declaration—at least 50 of whom professed Christianity.

John Hancock

John Hancock, whose large signature on
the Declaration of Independence is now a
byword for fidelity, loyalty, courage and
commitment, served as a president of Con-
gress during the Revolution and later as
governor of Massachusetts.

As governor, on October
15, 1791, Hancock issued a
proclamation for prayer, ask-
ing especially “that universal
happiness may be established
in the world; [and] that all

John
Hancock
may bow to the scepter of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the whole earth be filled with
His glory” (p. 30). Hancock issued other
evangelical proclamations to honor God.

Samuel Adams

Samuel Adams has been called “the
Father of the American Revolution.” As
governor of Massachusetts, he also issued
strong proclamations, one of which closed
with a request to pray “that the peaceful
and glorious reign of our Divine Redeemer
may be known and enjoyed throughout the
whole family of mankind” (p. 31).

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

Adams often repeated such requests, as
in 1797, which asked that
the people pray for “speed-
ily bringing on that holy
and happy period when the
kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ may be
everywhere established, and
all the people willingly bow to the sceptre
of Him who is the Prince of Peace” (pp.
31-32).

George Washington

George Washington, though not a signer
of the Declaration of Independence, was
military commander-in-chief during the
Revolutionary War.

When Great Britain signed the peace
treaty ending the Revolutionary War, Gen-
eral Washington immediately resigned his
commission to return to private life. He
then sent a letter to the governors of the
13 states informing them of his resignation,
closing with a prayer for the States and
ZOVernors:

“I now make it my earnest prayer that
God would have you and the State over

which you preside in His holy protection,
that He would incline the hearts of the citi-
zens to cultivate a spirit of subordination
and obedience to government, to entertain
a brotherly affection and
a love for one another, for
their fellow citizens of
the United States at large,
and particularly for their z &
brethren who have served George

in the field, and finally, that ~ Washington
He would most graciously be pleased to
dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy,
and to demean ourselves with that character,
humility, and [peaceful] temper of the mind
which were the characteristics of the Divine
Author of our blessed religion, without an
humble imitation of whose example in these
things, we can never hope to be a happy
nation” (p. 35).

We could cite and show numerous other
examples that could fill many pages of this
magazine. Suffice it to say that the more
one studies into the origins of the found-
ing of the United States of America, the
more one learns of the nation’s true biblical
roots! GN
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The Good News magazine and Beyond Today television are sponsoring Bible seminars around the world!

We welcome youito:attend this important live event!

D

From ‘Today’s World to the Coming Kingdom of God!
September 10, 2011 e kogbibleseminars.org

An earlier seminar at our San Antonio location

ou’re warmly invited to attend the Kingdom of God Bible Semi-
nars in a city near you on Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011. Seminars
will be held simultaneously in more than 100 locations across
the United States and in countries around the world!

Discover the surprising truth about Christ’s message of the coming Kingdom of God!
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Find out vital information on how you can enter the Kingdom of God
and develop a deeper, more meaningful relationship with your Heavenly
Father. Learn why Jesus Christ’s message holds the key to human sur-

Why should you attend? You need to know
why the Kingdom of God was the central
focus of Jesus Christ’s ministry—though
His teaching about that Kingdom is largely
unfamiliar to many and not taught in most

Plan now to join hundreds of others at |
the Kingdom of God Bible Seminars on
September 10, 2011, in a city near you. You
will not be asked to join any church and
there will be no solicitations for money.

churches today!

By attending the Kingdom of God Bible
Seminars you will discover what the King- not only how you can enter the Kingdom of
dom means to your own personal salvation ~ God, but vital ways you can develop a deeper,
and why its message is actually critical to more meaningful relationship with your
human survival. loving Creator than ever before.

The seminars will also help you under- Finally, you will learn important ways
stand the key signs Jesus gave His disciples to enjoy a positive, happy life
about His return and how the Kingdom of even in the midst of the prob-
God will soon be established on earth. lems and challenges facing

By attending the seminars you will discover ~ you and your family.

Go online now for additional information and to reserve
your free spot for the Kingdom of God Bible Seminars.
Visit: kogbibleseminars.org
See the list of participating cities with times and loca-
tions. If you do not have online access at home, please
visit your local library and register online.

Kingdom of God Bible Seminars + Saturday, September 10, 2011 <+ kogbibleseminars.org
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Pressures on Israel intensify

I srael is a tiny nation besieged by serious problems
on every side. Recently U.S. President Barack
Obama called for this very small country to return
to its pre-1967 borders (which, in actuality, were
cease-fire lines from the 1948 war). Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu immediately responded by say-
ing that these borders were indefensible. In The Wall
Street Journal, Bret Stephen’s Global View column
stated that “the President’s peace proposal is a for-
mula for war” (“An Anti-Israel President,” May 24).

Withdrawal to the 1967 borders would most likely
precipitate another war, with Israel once again fight-
ing for its very survival. As Israeli author Avi Perry
explained in an opinion piece in The Jerusalem Post:

“The Palestinians have been unwilling to end
the conflict. Had they been interested in a peaceful
two-state solution, they would have abandoned their
demand for the right of return; they would have agreed
to settle the refugee problem within the confines of an
independent, occupation-free Palestinian state. They
would have stopped educating their children to hate.
They would have ceased naming public squares after
terrorists; they would not have fired anti-tank missiles
on Israeli school busses, rockets and mortar on civil-
ians, or (even) on the Israeli military; they would have
worked tirelessly to gain Israel’s trust. But they’ve
done nothing of the sort” (“Was Netanyahu Right to
Rebuff Obama?” June 1, 2011).

From its beginning as a modern state in 1948,
Israel has nearly always been able to count on Amer-
ican support. Now, however, “America’s mighty pro-
Israel lobby may be less durable than it looks . . .
More to the point, most Jews vote Democratic, and
will probably continue to do so no matter what they
think of the President’s attitude toward Israel” (“Lex-
ington Column,” The Economist, May 28, 2011).

President Obama’s statements amount to a par-
tial undoing of U.S. policy in the Middle East. But
the dangerous potential of a gradual dwindling of
America’s favorable inclination toward the state of
Israel is far from the tiny nation’s only problem with
the outside world.

Israel’s peace treaty with Egypt has been a big
help in buttressing Israel’s security for more than
30 years. We should all take notice of a Financial
Times article telling us that “the Muslim Brotherhood

opposition group in Egypt has called for a review of
the 1978 treaty between Egypt and Israel, and says
it should be resubmitted to a ‘freely elected’ par-
liament for approval” (Heba Saveh, “Cairo Urged to
Review Peace Deal With Israel,” May 6, 2011).

The so-called “Arab Spring,” hailed by most as a
progressive and positive development, is not working
out for Israel, since it has unleashed virulent anti-
Semitism in some Arab countries.

Remember that the Palestinian Authority has
brought Hamas (a terrorist organization committed to
the destruction of Israel) into its government. Recall
also that Hezbollah, another terrorist organization,
largely calls the shots in Lebanon. Add to these the
specter of Iran manufacturing nuclear weapons that
could easily reach Israel. Overshadowing all these
pressures is the stark possibility of a United Nations
vote unilaterally granting Palestinians statehood.

Balancing this negative picture somewnhat is the

The “Arab Spring,” hailed by most as a
progressive and positive development,
is not working out for Israel, since it
has unleashed virulent anti-Semitism
in some Arab countries.

positive reception of Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
rousing speech to a joint session of the American
Congress. This will help Israel’s cause. Even House
Democrat Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi appeared to
disagree with President Obama'’s insistence on Israel
returning to its 1967 borders. There is no question
that Netanyahu won over the vast majority of the U.S.
Congress.

Why is this tiny Middle Eastern country so impor-
tant? Mainly this: The establishment of a Jewish
state in the Holy Land marks a major fulfillment in
God'’s framework for end-time prophecy. Among
other important developments, it sets the stage for
the second coming of Jesus Christ. To understand
further, request or download our free booklets The
Midale East in Bible Prophecy and Are We Living in the
Time of the End? (Sources: The Economist, Financial
Times [both London], The Wall Street Journal.)

How the EU wastes bhillions

Sunday Times feature article summed up the
asic problem in one sentence: “Britain is pour-
ing more than £1.4 billion [US$2.3 billion] a year into
the European Union Aid Programme that funds ‘white
elephant’ projects and gives billions to corrupt gov-
ernments without checking how the money is spent”
(Bojan Pancevski and Dan McDougall, “Euro Billions
Wasted on African Failures,” April 17, 2011).
Bizarrely, according to The Daily Express, millions
of pounds have apparently been spent on a plot to
“carve up” Britain by forming a cross-channel region
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merging southern England and northern France. It
would have been called Arc Manche, with its own
flag. “Brussels chiefs have already earmarked mil-
lions of pounds for lavish projects designed to give
the zone its own ‘identity’” (Macer Hall, May 2,
2011).

This political editor concluded his article: “Details
emerged just days after Eurocrats pleaded for more
taxpayers’ cash for Brussels coffers. Under a pro-
posed new EU budget, Britain’s annual contribution
to Brussels will rise by £682 million [US$1.1 billion]
next year.” (Sources: The Sunday Times, The Daily
Express [both London].)

John Ross Schroeder & Jerold Aust

The euro crisis—an
unrealized opportunity
for the European Union

he bailout crisis continues unabated as

Greece, Portugal and Ireland (and per-
haps less so Spain and Italy) experience seri-
ous financial difficulties. As of this writing,
debt default threatens Greece once again.
Most if not all of these countries are falling
short of their financial targets.

As a result, strains on the euro currency
remain very apparent in the markets as
Europe strives to walk through this monetary
morass, hoping that the European Union and
the euro will survive fully intact.

And yet the primary goal of the EU has
remained unchanged throughout these
financial trials. London 7imes columnist Ana-
tole Kaletsky wrote an article appropriately
titled “A Eurostate or Bust—the Big Brus-
sels Gamble” (May 11, 2011). Its compelling
drophead declares, “The bailouts don’t work,
but they do allow the EU to build up central-
ized power at the expense of nation states”
(emphasis added).

As Kaletsky further observed, “Progres-
sion from the euro to full federalism is exactly
on schedule”—meaning, for many, a United

i F
e_eding Berlin’s poo[in 1931_.

My

dgada T RTE
Coalition of German nationalists in 1931.

Good News has long predicted that a pow-
erful centralized European power will even-
tually emerge, whether the EU would be its
predecessor or not. Hitler emerged out of a
very serious economic crisis in Germany. Yet
it seems that Brussels could well provide a
useful infrastructure for a future European
dictatorship.

To understand the overall direction in which
events in Europe will be taking us, ask for
our free booklets You Can Understand Bible
Prophecy and Are We Living in the Time of the
End? (Source: The Times [London].)

Photos, from left: Wikimedia (2), Photospin



Famine stalks the earth

From time to time, experts in many different fields
and disciplines issue urgent warnings of famines to
come. In fact, hunger remains a disturbing fact of life
on more than one of our planet’s continents. Yet the
general public often views such serious problems as
even less important than the latest sports scores and
soon-forgotten news in yesterday’s newspapers.

Not enough people give much serious thought
to the problems of global food supplies, their fast-
increasing costs and meeting the challenges of our
burgeoning population growth—that is, unless these
difficulties affect them personally.

Yet the facts seem to indicate that we are indeed
living in the shadow of a global famine. It’s not here
yet, but there are some ominous signs that its coming
could be inevitable.

Time magazine reported: “In a new study the
London-based charity Oxfam says ‘the international
community is sleepwalking’ toward humanitarian
catastrophe, as rising food prices threaten to cause
awhole range of demographic and social crises. The
report, Growing a Better Future, says prices for basic
staples may rise 120% to 180% of their current
levels by 2030, partly as a result of climate change
but also because of poor distribution and unfettered

Not enough people give much serious
thought to the problems of global food
supplies, their increasing costs and
meeting the challenges of our burgeon-
ing population growth.

speculation in commodity markets” (“World Faces
Epic Food Crisis,” June 13, 2011).

The May-June edition of Foreign Policy devoted
much of the entire issue to this hungry planet. The
editor, Susan Glasser, stated that the cover article,
“The New Geopolitics of Food,” describes a future
of food defined by scarcity, where a world bursting
with 9 billion people faces land grabs and political
upheaval.” She notes “the 219,000 additional people
the world must feed each night at the global dinner
table” and “the massive amounts of grain the United
States and other countries are now turning into fuel
[ethanol] to feed our energy addiction” (“Letter From
the Editor”). She also points out that an increase of 70
percent in food production is projected to be required
by 2050.

So-called experts are always suggesting solutions
to world dilemmas. Governments try to solve them

and end up making matters worse. Sadly, no one
seems to ask what our Creator says about them. The
Bible is usually the last port of call, if God’s Word is
consulted at all, as we seek in vain to understand and
solve the massive challenges that confront us.
Jesus Christ clearly stated of the time shortly
before His return, “There shall be famines” (Mat-
thew 24:7). Yes, we have experienced them in vari-
ous places for the last nearly 2,000 years. More than

an end.

Yet back in the Old Testament, both Leviticus 26
and Deuteronomy 28 (the “blessings and curses”
chapters of Scripture) foretold that serious famines
would visit the descendants of the 12 tribes of Israel
in modern times (see our free booklet The United
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy).

Moreover, the third of the infamous “four horse-
men of the Apocalypse” represents the granddadady
of all famines (Revelation 6:5-6). The last famine to
afflict the earth will occur at the time of the end. We
could well soon see its beginning stages, unless sci-
ence very soon comes up with a modern “miracle” of
increasing food like the Green Revolution of the latter
half of the past century. Famine is an integral part of
the picture for the end time, in which conditions will
get so bad that were it not for Christ’s intervention to
stop events of those future days from running their
course, all human life would perish from the earth
(Matthew 24:21-22).

Food supply issues are no problem for Jesus
Christ. More than once He miraculously multiplied
several loaves of bread and a few fish into an abun-
dance of food sufficient to feed thousands, with gen-
erous leftovers. God miraculously fed the prophet Eli-
jah during a serious famine in ancient Israel. It comes
down to our moral behavior gone awry that consti-
tutes the basic problem. When we seek God first in
our lives, He will take care of our material needs (see
Matthew 6:33).

To better understand the dilemmas mankind now
faces and where we are ultimately headed, request
or download our free booklet Are We Living in the
Time of the End? (Sources: Time, Foreign Policy.)

How Can You Make Sense of the News?

So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and dangerous trends taking us?
What does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You're probably very concerned with the direction the world is

America’s famous
optimism sorely tested

he May 2011 edition of The American Spec-

tator asked this question of nine insightful
observers: “Is America in Decline?” Only two
responded with an unqualified yes. The majority
felt that the United States would pull through its
well-known present difficulties and maintain its
standing as the world’s preeminent nation.

The publisher, Alfred Regnery, summed up the
general feelings: “There is no question that we
have had our share of problems, and still do. But
the good news is, we have always been able to
recover and re-emerge to the exceptional place
that the world expects us tobe . . . Americans are
the most resourceful people in the world.”

But Mr. Regnery did acknowledge “the wet
blanket of suffocating government” as a very
serious challenge. As a precondition to recov-
ery, some of the nine respondents wanted a
change of national administration in 2012.

A recent Newsweek report about America’s
condition gives one pause for thought. “Three
out of four people believe the economy is
stagnant or getting worse. One in three are
uneasy about getting married, starting a fam-
ily, or being able to buy a home. Most say their
relationships have been damaged by economic
woes, or, perhaps more accurately, the dread
and nervousness that accompanies them”
(Tony Dokoupil, “Mad as Hell,” June 6, 2011).

In fact, the most serious challenge to Amer-
ica’s national well-being continues to be an
increasing failure to read and live by the Word
of God as revealed in Scripture. A recent sur-
vey published in the May 24, 2011, edition of
USA Toaay showed that nearly half of Ameri-
cans rarely even open a Bible.

In addition to our regular magazine, the pub-
lishers of The Good News also offer a variety of
free booklets, including one titled Making Life
Work. With the Bible as its basis, this publica-
tion covers marriage and family life, workable
child-rearing tips, right friendships, finding
success in job and career, financial security
and keys to a long, peaceful and healthy life.
This booklet, if followed, will help most anyone
to get back on the right track materially and
spiritually. (Sources: The American Spectator,
Newsweek, USA Today.)

heading. So are we. That’s why we’ve created the World News and Prophecy website—to help you understand the
news in the light of Bible prophecy. This eye-opening site offers you a perspective so badly needed in our chaotic
and confused world—the perspective of God’s Word, the Bible. Visit us at www.WNPonline.org today!

Learn more at www.WNPonline.org
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Biblical Reflections on the Royal Wedding

On April 29, 2 billion people around the globe watched the wedding of
Britain’s Prince William and Kate Middleton. Why are so many people fas-
cinated with the British royal family, and what is the biblical significance

of this historic event?

he throne is secure.
That was the conclusion that
I, a British native now living in the
United States, came to while stand-
ing in London’s Trafalgar Square on

the day of the royal wedding, April 29, 2011.

Looking around at the thousands of peo-
ple who filled the square, I was struck by
how they were disproportionately young
people. They were not all British. There
was a significant Canadian and South Afri-
can presence in the square, their national
flags flying prominently (their respective
high commissions are located there). I also
heard a number of European languages
being spoken around me.

When the Queen appeared on the giant
television screen we were all watching, a
great cheer went up. Earlier, similar cheers
had risen for the bride, Kate Middleton,
and her groom, Prince William. (In con-
trast, no such cheer arose at the sight of
any of the country’s politicians!)

I had not heard the British national
anthem “God Save the Queen” sung in
public for many years, but on this occasion
I heard it sung with great fervor.

What is it, I pondered, that makes the
British monarchy so resilient? The current
dynasty will soon be celebrating its tercen-
tenary—300 years on the throne.

When Queen Anne died in 1714 with-
out any surviving children (she had given
birth to many children, all of whom died
young), the British searched diligently for
the closest relative and found one in the
Elector of Hanover, who became George
I. The name was changed to Saxe-Coburg
when Queen Victoria married Prince
Albert; and changed again to an English-
sounding name, Windsor, during World
War I, when the British Empire was in
conflict with Germany.

The last major royal tercentenary was
in 1913, when the Russian royal family
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celebrated theirs. Wherever they went,
crowds turned out in the tens of thousands
to rejoice in three centuries of stability
under the Romanov dynasty. Lenin wrote
to his wife that there was no prospect of a
revolution in his lifetime.

But just four years later the Romanovs
were gone, the victims of a revolution that
eventually led to Lenin taking over and those
in the royal family all losing their lives.

An example of devotion to duty

Could we see a time when the House of
Windsor no longer reigns?

An interesting statistic on the wedding
is that while there were 5,400 street parties
across the country celebrating the wed-
ding, there were only four anti-monarchy
street parties—not much for the Windsors
to worry about!

Some commentators were critical of the
cost, but even here there’s no argument. The
Queen, who doesn’t even make the annual
Sunday Times list of the top 500 wealthi-
est people in Britain, paid for the wedding
itself. The British government paid for secu-
rity—quite an expense, but easily offset by
all the millions that were spent by tourists.

Most people visit Britain for its tradi-
tions and history, both of which are bound
up in the monarchy. Remove the Queen
and there wouldn’t be anywhere near the
number of visitors.

Why, though, were so many young
people there? And why the cheers for an
85-year-old woman who could have retired
years ago? Instead Queen Elizabeth IT
remains the head of state of 16 countries
(the Commonwealth Realms) and is head
of the 54-nation Commonwealth, an
organization of former British colonies.

It’s ironic that although she is a supreme
political figure and one of the best-known
in the world, after 60 years on the throne
nobody knows anything about her political

beliefs. This ability to stay out of and above
politics is a major contributory factor to the
longevity of the House of Windsor.

But it goes deeper than that.

The Queen is highly respected and
deeply appreciated by peoples throughout
the Commonwealth and beyond, even in
a republic like the United States, where
millions got up early on the wedding day
to watch the ceremony live on a number of
different television channels.

Cheers for the Queen and not for politicians?

Aot of it has to do with perceptions.

Whereas the Queen is famous for her
dedication to duty, serving the people in a
role from which there is no break, the politi-
cians are perceived as largely self-serving!

A few days before the royal wedding, I
was in South Africa, where I was reminded
by an old friend that the royal family toured
South Africa and Southern Rhodesia in
1947 as a thank-you for their contributions
to the Allied war effort in World War II.

While in Cape Town, then-Princess Eliz-
abeth had her 21st birthday on April 21.
She spoke these words on that occasion:

“I declare before you all that my whole
life, whether it be long or short, shall be
devoted to your service and the service of
our great imperial family to which we all
belong.” She added: “God help me to make
good my vow, and God bless all of you
who are willing to share in it.”

To the best of her ability she has lived up
to this pledge throughout her life, which
has turned out to be a long one.

She certainly could be faulted for pre-
siding over the dismantling of the British
Empire, weakening its various component
parts—though in the aftermath of the long
and draining Second World War it’s hard to
see how it could’ve turned out otherwise.
She could also be faulted for signing the
bill that took Britain into the European
Union 40 years ago, an act that has compro-
mised her and her nation’s sovereignty. But
nobody can fault her for a lack of service.

An example of service to others

Some years ago, [ was watching a Cana-
dian news channel. The Queen had opened
parliament in London in the morning and

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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had then flown to Regina, Saskatchewan,
where she disembarked and met a long
line of dignitaries before being driven off
for other engagements. Her day was a very
long 31 hours. For a woman who was then
80, that was quite remarkable.

There’s a profound lesson of public
service here for all Christians, a lesson
that Jesus Christ taught us two millennia
ago. Commenting on the constant power
struggles and abuses of authority that were
common in the Roman world, Jesus told
His followers to be different: “Whoever
wants to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wants to be first
must be your slave—just as the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mat-
thew 20:26-28, New International Version).

Christ-like service, fulfilling our duty
to our fellow human beings, should be a
priority in our lives.

Prince William seems to be following in
his grandmother’s footsteps, with a great
sense of duty toward his future subjects. He
actually works as a search-and-rescue pilot
in the Royal Air Force. And concerning the
broader British realm, whereas his father
Prince Charles, next in line to the throne,
seems disinterested in the Commonwealth,
William visited Australia and New Zealand
some months ago, returning to Australia
immediately before his wedding to visit
areas devastated by the recent floods.

t
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Prince William and his bride Catherine, accompanied by Queen Elizabeth Il at right, greet well- W|shers from the balcony of Buckingham Palace after their
April 29 wedding at Westminster Abbey in London. At right, hundreds of British flags were hung in London’s Regent Street to celebrate the wedding.

He has also shown a great deal of inter-
est in Africa, working with people in very
difficult circumstances, including AIDS
orphans. William and Kate’s first overseas
visit will be to Canada, the oldest dominion
of the Commonwealth.

A taxi driver in London talked effusively
the afternoon before the wedding as he
drove me into London. A Kenyan Muslim,
married to a Somali, he was clearly excited
about the wedding and wanted me to know
of the historic connections between his
native country and the British royal family.

It was while visiting Kenya, he explained,
then a colony of Great Britain, that Princess
Elizabeth learned her father had died and
she had become queen. It is also where
Prince William proposed to his future bride.
He continued to lament the ethnic divisions
in Kenya, which exploded in appalling
violence after the last election, and then
criticized African leaders for corruption.

Having lived in Africa myself, I agreed
that there is a great deal of corruption in
some countries. His response was a quite
voluble, “All of them—they are all corrupt!”
Clearly, here was a man nostalgic for pre-
independence Kenya! When one considers
the economic decline in many of the coun-
tries that broke away from Britain, one must
wonder how many others share his views.

Family and stability
The world has many systems of govern-
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ment, many of them very complex and
difficult for the ordinary person to under-
stand. Monarchy has an advantage in that
it all comes down to family. In this case,
one family has reigned for three centu-
ries, providing a foundation of stability
unrivalled in the modern world. It’s all the
more remarkable when we consider how
much the world has changed over the last
300 years!

Growing up in a monarchy, everybody
knows who the most prominent members
of the royal family are and what their
relationships are to each other.

In an age where family is constantly
under attack and has been greatly under-
mined in recent years, people long for
closer family ties. After the marital debacle
of William’s parents, there is a strong
desire to see this marriage work—a union
that all hope will produce children and
hence continue the dynasty into the fore-
seeable future. In an age of global instabil-
ity, people long for the extended stability
of a 300-year-old dynasty.

Perhaps also there was among the crowd
a nostalgia for the traditional family, which
seems so elusive for the majority today.

The decline of the family in Britain and
elsewhere has paralleled the decline in reli-
gious belief. That decline was quite obvi-
ous among those invited to the wedding.
Commentators remarked at how many of
the attendees were clearly unfamiliar with
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the hymns and uncomfortable in a church
setting—perhaps attending a church service
for the first time!

Ironically, at the same time the wedding
was taking place, Westminster Abbey was
hosting an exhibit commemorating the
400th anniversary of the King James Bible,
the most influential book in British history.

Royal splendor is a precursor of a
greater future wedding and reign

While one quarter of the world’s people
watched the wedding on television—an
estimated audience of 2 billion—few
understand that the splendor displayed on
April 29 is nothing compared to a future
wedding described in the Scriptures.

The central focus of Bible prophecy is
the soon-coming Kingdom of God. This
Kingdom will be established on earth when
Jesus Christ returns as “KING OF KINGS AND
LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 19:16). At
that time, there will be a grand wedding
feast, when Christ will marry His spiritual
Bride, the Church, made up of His true
followers. “Let us be glad and rejoice and
give Him glory, for the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready” (verse 7).

The prophet Isaiah wrote of this time,
mentioning that Christ would sit on the
throne of Israel’s King David: “For unto
us a Child is born, unto us a son is given;
and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of His government and peace there
will be no end, upon the throne of David
and over His Kingdom” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Interestingly, the prophet Jeremiah later
wrote, “For thus says the LorD: ‘David
shall never lack a man to sit on the throne
of the house of Israel’” (Jeremiah 33:17), a
promise seemingly not kept if the dynasty
of David ended nearly 600 years before
Christ, as many assume.

Ezekiel prophesied that the throne would
be “overturned” three times: “I will over-
turn, overturn, overturn it” (Ezekiel 21:27,
King James Version). This phraseology
implied that the throne would be pulled
down and moved three times. Our online
publication The Throne of Britain: Its Bib-
lical Origin and Future (available at www.
GNmagazine.org/booklets) shows that the
throne was moved from Jerusalem to Ire-
land in the time of Jeremiah, then centuries
later from Ireland to Scotland, and finally
from Scotland to England in 1603.

Whereas many countries have their own
monarchies, none has the influence of the
British throne around the world. The world
seems particularly interested in the British
monarchy, which has a high profile glob-
ally and certainly raises Britain’s stature in
the eyes of the world. With satellite televi-
sion it has an even greater profile, high-
lighting the prominence of the throne just
before Jesus Christ returns to sit on it.

Some will find this hard to accept, claim-
ing that the throne of David ended with
the death of his descendant King Zedekiah
more than 2,500 years ago. But if the
throne of David came to an end with the
fall of Judah and the death of its king, how
can Jesus Christ return to take over this
throne as prophesied above in Isaiah 9:7?

Genesis 49:10 further tells us that “the
scepter [a symbol of royal authority] shall
not depart from Judah . . . until Shiloh [a
reference to the Messiah] comes.”

The throne was to play an extremely
important role in the fulfillment of the
blessings promised to Judah’s brother
Joseph and his two sons.

Joseph’s son Ephraim was to “become
a multitude of nations” (Genesis 48:19),
the prophesied British Empire, united in
a common loyalty to the throne. Joseph’s
other son Manasseh was to similarly
“become a people, and he also shall be
great”—a prophecy fulfilled in the United
States of America, a nation that was
formed out of the British Empire but
was separate from it, though America
and Britain have remained fast friends
and allies.

Yes, the British throne is secure. It has
been there for generations and must exist in
the generation that sees the return of Jesus
Christ! Gn
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8:9). So Samuel forewarned them that they
would see their young men and women
drafted into military and government service
and that they would see government con-
fiscation of property, high taxes and other
losses of their liberties (verses 10-18).

What God prophesied came to pass—
over and over. As God warned, “You will
cry out in that day because of your king
whom you have chosen for yourselves, and
the LORD will not hear you in that day”
(verse 18). What an appropriate description
of our day as well!

A surprising key to the American
success story

Henry Grady Weaver wrote a fascinat-
ing history and analysis of freedom and its
benefits titled The Mainspring of Human
Progress (1947).

Weaver described the greatest “revolution
against pagan fatalism, the revolution for
human freedom”—the birth of the United
States. For nearly 6,000 years, progress in
science and people’s standard of living pro-
ceeded very slowly. Then once the American

colonies became the “land of the free,” there
was an immediate outburst of human energy
and innovation followed by prosperity.

The success of the American experiment
has inspired many other nations to learn
and apply valuable lessons.

What did the motley colonists have in
common that unified and energized them?

It was not formal education. It was the
fact that a large percentage of them were
readers, and they mostly were reading the
same books, including books about history
and economics!

Some of the popular books were by
English philosopher John Locke (1632-
1704), French scholar Baron Charles de
Montesquieu (1689-1755), French writer
Voltaire (1694-1778), Geneva-born writer
Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), and
English judge and professor Sir William
Blackstone. Most of these Enlightenment
thinkers were strong proponents of the
Christian religion.

However, the most popular book by far
was the Bible. In fact, the main reason they
were highly motivated to learn to read and

to teach their children to read was so they
could read the Good Book!

The widespread self-education in noble
books with great ideas, especially the
Bible, explains why most of the colonists
were people of principle and high moral
character. They knew that, to a great extent,
you become what you read.

The American colonists were in many
respects a powerful illustration of Jesus’
statement, “You shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).

The Bible makes it clear that God
deserves all the credit for making America
“a great nation” (Genesis 12:2). But some
of the ideas and ideologies that God
inspired in the American colonists contrib-
uted to the achievement of that greatness.

True economic freedom is yet to come

Of course, for all its greatness, the
United States has periodically suffered
economic woes—and matters have grown
far worse as the government has grown in
power. Much of what is represented as free
enterprise really isn’t.
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GOOD NEWS FEATURE ¢ Freedom and Free Enterprise—Great Biblical Blessings

Governments frequently offer financial
favors, but with strings attached. With
every government handout (money from
taxes, or the cruel and hidden tax of mon-
etary inflation) comes more regulations and
restrictions of civil liberties.

Democracies usually eventually destroy
themselves because voters are seduced by
promises of short-range benefits paid for
by someone else. They sacrifice liberties
for perks and promises of security. They
vote for the political candidates who prom-
ise them the most, with the result that gov-
ernment spending and taxes increase, sap-
ping the productivity of the economy and
weakening the nation until it falls to forces
without or collapses from decay within.

Sadly, we read in the headlines of this
erosion of economic vitality and liberty
taking place now in the United States and
other democratic nations.

As we’ve seen, the Bible indeed teaches

free enterprise. But the fact is that the
world has never seen free enterprise at its
very best. That will happen only after Jesus
Christ returns! He will give the world ideal
economics combined with godly ethics.
The results will be spectacular—liberty,
peace and prosperity throughout the world!

The people and their children and all
their descendants will enjoy every kind of
wonderful blessing—as indicated in the
following passage:

“They shall build houses and inhabit
them; they shall plant vineyards and
eat their fruit. They shall not build and
another inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat; for as the days of a tree [many
days!], so shall be the days of My people,
and My elect shall long enjoy the work
of their hands. They shall not labor in
vain, nor bring forth children for trouble;
for they shall be the descendants of the
blessed of the LORD, and their offspring

with them” (Isaiah 65:21-23).

The Bible makes it clear that free enter-
prise is the best economic system. When
people combine free enterprise with faith
in God and obedience to His spiritual laws,
they not only survive, they thrive. GN
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with personal finances, espe-
cially in our times of financial
uncertainty? Who wouldn't like
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dling money—especially when
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important booklet, Managing
Your Finances, to help you better handle your
household finances and budget. Download or request
your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Biblical Roots

Continued from page 7

But it didn’t last long. ““Once our nation
felt secure again, God was safely tucked
away, church attendance declined . . . God is
less welcome now in the affairs of our public
life than He was before 9/11. [Consider the
sad incident of] a girl who was wearing a
chastity bracelet signifying her intention to be
a virgin until she marries, but it was banned
from the school because it was deemed reli-
gious . . . The role of religion, we are told, is
to bless the soul, but not to interfere with our
lifestyle or public policy” (p. 12).

The fate of nations that desert God

What happens to nations God has blessed
that desert Him? The record indicates that
they eventually decline, ultimately collapse
and are relegated to the trash heap of history.

In the elementary beginnings of what
would eventually become part of the United
States, John Winthrop (1587-1649), who
served 12 terms as governor of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony, stated: “We must
consider that we shall be a city upon a hill.
The eyes of all people are upon us, so that
if we shall deal falsely with our God in this
work we have undertaken, and so cause Him
to withdraw his present help from us, we
shall be made a story and a byword through
the world” (quoted in Our Nation’s Archive:
The History of the United States in Docu-
ments, Eric Bruun and Jay Crosby, editors,
1999, p. 47).
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Is America a “city upon a hill,” or are we
a shameful example to the rest of the world’s
nations? When America looked to God
and the Bible for basic principles on which
she based her laws and lifestyle, she shone
brightly as a beacon in the dark. But we no
longer do. We are a dreadful example and,
unless we soon change our ways, we shall
become “a byword through the world”!

The United States is descended from the
biblical nation of Israel (you can see this
for yourself in our free booklet The United
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy). Its
blessings of freedom and material prosperity
are gifts from God. Leviticus 26 and Deuter-
onomy 28 detail the wealth of blessings God
showered on the nation and also warn of the
dreadful curses God says He will allow if
we fail to remain faithful in obedience to His
commandments.

America is gradually losing its interna-
tional prominence. Its problems are growing
deeper and larger by the day.

What will come next? The Bible foretells
that many curses will befall the United States
if we continue on our current path. When
John Winthrop warned so long ago about
dealing falsely with God and the people
becoming “a byword,” he lifted a quote from
Deuteronomy 28 (verse 37). Again, this chap-
ter in the Bible warns of the loss of national
blessings (now evident in many areas), as
well as growing national turmoil and eventual
defeat by enemies.

Is it possible for the world’s leading super-
power to collapse? We should take note not

only of biblical warnings but those of secular
“prophets” too. Author and Harvard Univer-
sity history professor Niall Ferguson recently
wrote an article titled, “When the American
Empire Goes, It Is Likely to Go Quickly”
(Foreign Affairs, March/April 2010). Note that
the first word here is not “if” but “when”!

Great nations and empires of the past have
fallen into the dustbin of history. An ancient
example is the mighty Roman Empire; a
modern example is the British Empire. “Once
a maritime superpower and ruler of half the
world, Britain now occupies an isolated posi-
tion as an economically fragile island” (Law-
rence James, The Rise and Fall of the British
Empire, 1994, back cover).

America is in serious decline now. And let
us all take heed: It will not only continue to
decline but will eventually collapse unless it
turns to God in genuine repentance. GN

What is the real story behind
America’s rise from a lowly
backwater colony to the most
prosperous and powerful nation
history has ever seen? Does
Bible history and prophecy
shed any light on the story? f
Does it indicate what lies
ahead? You need to read our
eye-opening free booklet The United States and
Britain in Bible Prophecy. Request or download your
free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,
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Letters From

Our Readers

Beyond Today television program

| wanted to let you know that | have finally been able to pick up your pro-

gram Beyond Today on WGN-America on Sunday mornings. | have not missed
an episode since. | have some of your materials and have completed your Bible
Study Course, and now | have the television program as well. | am being taught
the way | was brought up to believe and really feel blessed that | have your in-
depth knowledge and understanding to help guide me through the Scriptures
once again.

PM.R., Mauston, Wisconsin

| have been watching your program Beyond Today for about two months
and am enjoying it very much. | am also reading some of your magazines.
| attended one of your meetings in Buford, Georgia. My desire is to become
a Church member, as | want to be baptized. | am sending you a check to help
support the gospel of the Kingdom of God and His Christ. Please pray for me
to remain faithful.

Reader from Georgia (USA)

The Good News

Oh, how | enjoy your Good News magazine! The March-April issue is so very
interesting, especially the article “The Book That Changed the World.” Could
| possibly have three or four copies? | want my sons to read this life-changing
information. | stand amazed that God preserved all these books over so many
years and then moved King James in such a way that he would command it to
be translated.
FL.M., Tulsa, Oklahoma

Since my disability over 10 years ago, your magazine has been a lift to my
soul and spirit. Just to follow God’s revelation of His end-time coming, which
| believe is now at hand, is awesome. Your kindness has been a blessing to oth-
ers through my testimony by the booklets | received during the past few years.
Keep up the wonderful work to get the gospel out.
L.S., Columbia, South Carolina

When The Good News arrived, it was so wonderful to receive it. | am looking
forward to the next issue. Computers are nice, but having something to hold
in your hands that contains God’s Word is comforting. Thank you so much for
your kindness to someone far from home. | am with my husband, and both of
us study the Word of God.
M.C.T-T, Sri Lanka

| would just like to say how much | appreciate your wonderful literature.

I am 85 years old and sit up at nighttime in my bed and read your Good News
magazine and some of the booklets | have requested. | have never felt such
peace before. There are many people out there who do not believe in a Creator.
I have no idea how they get by in everyday life. If | did not have my Lord, | don't
know where | would be. Thank you so much for providing me with such fantastic
and inspirational literature.

Reader from Queensland, Australia
Bible Study Course

Your list of literature looks really interesting. | have just ordered my first Bible
in over 30 years. It should arrive this week. Actually, please send me the Bible
Study Course as well so | can read it when | get my Bible. Thank you.

Reader from Tasmania

| am writing to request the Bible Study Course that | have seen offered by
your group. | would very much like to gain a greater understanding of God’s
Word. I am not so much looking for “a religion” as | am for truth. All | seemed to
be finding elsewhere is a bunch of words that have no meaning once you step
outside the church doors.

Your teachings seem to be so different. | have read things in your literature
that I have never heard before at church—clean and unclean meats, tithing,
God’s Holy Days, the laying on of hands to receive the Holy Spirit. So | would
like to learn more.

K.S., Walton, West Virginia

The Bible Study Course has been a blessing to me. It is such a joy when
it comes through the door. | compare your booklets with the scriptures in the
Bible. I look carefully at the different translations and find your booklets very
accurate. It is wonderful that | can learn in my own home and in my own time.
| can refer to the booklets time and time again.
Y.C., Manchester, England

Suffering from depression

| received two issues of your magazine for which | am very grateful. While
reading the “Letters From Our Readers” in the March-April issue, | found the
letter from a reader on “How to Battle Depression.” I've been suffering from
depression for some 30 years. This letter sounds so promising and encour-
aging that | believe it could decrease (or stop) my suffering should | have a
chance to read it. | would be very grateful of you could send me a copy of
the article.

Reader from Saskatoon, Canada

I just received my first copies of The Good News and found your articles
very interesting to read. In the British & European Supplement to The Good
News, | found a letter “Can a Christian suffer depression?” | found your answer
very interesting and would like you to send me the booklet You Can Have Liv-
ing Faith and the two reprints “Depression: Ways to Win the Battle” and “The
Bible’s Keys to Mental Health.” | would like you to keep sending me The Good
News. Please accept my tithe.

A.P, Sheffield, England

We are glad fo renew Good News magazine subscriptions and to honor
requests for any of our free publications.

Insightful readers

Things are happening very fast at the end of this age. People and govern-
ments have forgotten our Creator. They seem self-serving and blinded to the
things going on around them. God didn’t stand for it in Noah’s day. He doesn’t
change, so why do people think He will now? They justify their actions and
don’t want to see themselves in the light of God’s Word. That'’s the only place
we can find the moral standards to order our lives by. | tell people to pray and
seek God each day as time is short.

M.S., Loxley, Alabama

Since receiving your publications, | have realized that the church was wrong
to ditch Sabbath-day worship and adopt a pagan festival calendar. God told
Moses that the Israelites were not to follow Egyptian religious practices or copy
Canaanite ones when they reached the Promised Land. If we Christians are to
provoke the Jewish people to be jealous of our relationship with the Almighty
[Romans 10:19; 11:11, 14], then we should follow the divine pattern of the
Sabbath day and the annual festivals as instituted in Scripture.

C.P, Stoke-on-Trent, England

Our readers may wish to request or download our free booklets Sunset to
Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest, God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for Al
Mankind andHolidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Observe?

Helping save marriages

May God bless you for the great work you are doing in helping to save thou-
sands of marriages all around the world. | must say that my wife and | had sep-
arated because our marriage was not Christ-centered and we were selfishly
seeking our own personal satisfaction. But now we are a family again and we
have a very happy marriage. We have become marriage counsellors and your
articles serve as very useful tools in assisting us to help other married couples.

FM.P-C., Nicaragua

Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters
to The Good News, P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.,
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,
state or province, and country).
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ow do we make sense of suffering? How  55:8). God thinks and acts on a level different

do we reconcile the reality of so much from ours. He sees things from a much broader
suffering, anguish and misery with a overview. From our perspective, it's as though we
divine being who is all- were putting together a jigsaw puzzle with many
il loving and infinitely mer- of the pieces missing. What part of the picture
SUFFERING? ciful? This quandary has are we failing to see?
plagued theologians and The free booklet Why Does God Allow
philosophers for centu- Suffering? addresses these questions head on.
ries. But they have failed to This crucial booklet reveals the source of so
give us a satisfying, rational much human suffering, helps us understand

answer. Is there more to the why God allows it, shows His different perspec-
story we haven't considered?  tive on it and lets us understand how and when

Through the prophet all suffering will eventually cease.
Isaiah God tells us, “My thoughts are not your For your free copy, visit our website or
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways” (Isaiah contact any of our offices listed on page 2.

Request or download your free copy at

Reader Updates: Go to www.ucg.org/GNupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, important announcements and more from The Good News.



