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What's Happening to
Our World?

Recently Newsweek magazine wrote of “a pileup of disasters,
crises and wars.” The world appears to be entering a meltdown
mode. Astute observers are now asking questions like “What on

earth is happening to us?” Does the Bible tell us how to cope

with this uncertain world?

by John Ross Schroeder

a close? Although he doesn’t

share this belief himself, George
Friedman, founder of the global
intelligence company Stratfor
(Strategic Forecasting), acknowl-
edged: “There is a deep-seated
belief in America that the United
States is approaching the eve of its
destruction. Read letters to the edi-
tor, peruse the Web, and listen to
public discourse. Disastrous wars,
uncontrolled deficits, high gaso-
line prices, shootings at universi-
ties, corruption in business and
government, and an endless litany
of other shortcomings—all of them
quite real—create a sense that the
American dream has been shattered
and that America is past its prime”
(The Next 100 Years, 2009, p. 15).

In recent years, I have written
a number of times on the failure
of the United States as a whole
to meet God’s moral standards as
laid out in the Bible. Indeed our
free booklet The United States and
Britain in Bible Prophecy shows
the importance of the United States
in God’s plan and purpose for man-
kind.

Yet it’s not all about America.
God has a serious quarrel with the
behavior and conduct of all the
nations of the earth.

I s the American age drawing to

Devastation in Japan after
the tremendous earthquake
it suffered on March 11.

Japan only a beginning

Even at this writing Japan re-
mains in dire straits in the wake
of its momentous earthquake and
the devastating tsunami that imme-
diately followed. Nancy Gibbs of
Time magazine described their
effects: “The 9.0 quake that hit
Japan on March 11 was powerful

(See “WORLD,” page 3)
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“Whom heaven must receive until the times of

Restoratlon

of all things . .

Where Begins Restoration?

his column is called “Restoration.” As you can see from the mast-

head, it is taken from the book of Acts, where Peter spoke of Jesus,

saying, “...whom heaven must receive until the times of restora-
tion of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy
prophets since the world began™ (3:21).

I once had a Bible instructor who referred to this verse as the bench-
mark verse of the entire Bible. That is quite a weight to lay on one lone
verse. What, you might wonder, will be restored to the earth?

How about peace, even if only among men of good will? Peace would
be a good thing to see break out among the nations of the earth. The
current Arab Spring of uprisings across the Middle East illustrates how
turbulent and unrelenting age-old problems can be. Despotism within
these countries has not created fertile conditions for peace. Youth take
to the streets seeking a better life. Other forces always seem to be at
work to prevent the noble aspirations of many for equity and justice
from taking root.

The hopes of democracy or better government in the Middle East are
always dashed when religious or ethnic traditions come to the fore. One
thing that’s certain about the latest crisis is that the age of the present
tyrants is passing. Sadly, others will take their place. History in this
part of the world is hard to escape.

How about restoring justice to the earth? We are considering a
Beyond Today program on the increasing crisis in government. While
discussing the idea with one of our writers, the unique position of the
United States Constitution came up. This semi-miraculous document
has stood the test of modern times and is a little-understood engine of
America’s success in the world. While not perfect, it’s still a beacon of
temporal hope for people who live under inferior forms of government.

Yet America’s wondrous constitution has not produced a perfectly
just nation at peace with itself or the world. Winston Churchill’s wry
comment about democracy being the worst form of government except
for all the others offers some keen insight. The simple plain truth is that
no form of government without Christ as its head will truly succeed
among the human race.

Which brings us back to the point of this regular column and the
verse that is its inspiration. Since starting it, I have worked each time
to write a few words here to point us to the amazing prophetic hope of
restoration. It’s time to evaluate the mission and ensure compliance.

God’s work of restoration begins with the individual. Before restor-
ing “all things” to this earth, He has purposed to begin in the smallest
of ways with the human mind. He begins to work with a flawed human
mind and convert it to a spirit-led mind continually renewed by the same
power that was at work when He raised Christ from the dead and seated
Him at His right hand in the heavenly places (Ephesians
1:20). This mighty power can work in you if you believe.

I will continue to illustrate this verse and its relevance
in future issues. It is a benchmark scripture—perhaps as
much to measure our own progress toward the Kingdom
of God as any we can use in this way. And in the voice
of the prophets, we will find the key to progress and ulti-
mate restoration.

Darris McNeely



“WORLD” (Continued from page 1)

enough to shift the earth on its axis
and make it spin a little faster ... It
shoved the island nation one park-
ing space to the east ... The sturdy
buildings that survived the quake
were ravaged by the wave that
followed. The three-story wall
of water dissolved coastal towns,
dry-docked boats on the roofs of
buildings and shuffled houses like
playing cards” (March 28, 2011).

Does the Bible allude to such
occurrences—even beyond Jesus
Christ’s statement in His prophetic
discourse on the Mount of Olives
about “earthquakes in various
places”? He specifically includes
this natural disaster with some
other disturbing signs of the times
(Matthew 24:7).

The Hebrew prophet Isaiah
clearly stated: “The earth is vio-
lently broken, the earth is split
open, the earth is shaken exceed-
ingly. The earth shall reel to and
fro like a drunkard, and shall totter
like a hut; its transgression shall
be heavy upon it” (Isaiah 24:19-
20, emphasis added throughout).
Only metaphorically is the earth
the guilty party. Many other bibli-
cal passages show that its wicked
inhabitants transgress God’s law
as the guilty ones.

“For behold, the LORD comes out
of His place to punish the inhabit-
ants of the earth for their iniq-
uity [lawlessness, or sin]” (Isaiah
26:21). Also: “I will punish the
world for its evil, and the wicked
for their iniquity” (Isaiah 13:11).
Yet it must be stressed that this
does not mean a particular nation
that experiences calamitous natu-
ral disaster, such as Japan recently,
is the focus of God’s anger. In prin-
ciple Christ makes this point crys-
tal clear—and He issues a warning
to al/l who are unrepentant (see
Luke 13:1-5).

In due time, God is going to
deal severely with this whole
world. Some nations may suffer
much more initially, but others
will surely follow. The Bible clear-
ly indicates that our Creator will
even use some countries to bring

A rebel fighter takes up position with his rifle as a fellow
fighter mans a heavy machine gun at the front line along
the western entrance of Ajdabiyah, Libya.

punishment on others, but they
themselves will not escape God’s
corrective attention (see Isaiah
10:6-7, 12).

The Middle East in chaos

Geography, historical events,
world and regional politics, key
energy resources, and centuries
of ethnic and religious strife have
all conspired to turn the Middle
East into the cauldron of conflicts
we see today. A London Times
article observed that “it is one of
the world’s most unstable regions,
where conflicts over land, ideol-
ogy and religion have raged for
centuries” (Richard Beeston, Nov.
4, 2000).

An editorial in The Economist
said of the current conflict in Libya:
“The spectacle of American, British
and French missiles pulverising an

Arab and Muslim country at the
dead of night arouses a sense of
foreboding. Such ventures have
too often begun with good inten-
tions and naive overconfidence, as
oil-rich despots see their armour
crumple and burn beneath supe-
rior Western technology. Within
weeks, though, vainglory turns
into a costly and bloody quagmire”
(“The Challenge of Libya: Where
Will It End?” March 26, 2011).

In principle what the Bible ob-
serves specifically about Jerusalem
can be applied in a general sense to
the Middle East as a whole. “And
it shall happen in that day,” God
says, “that I will make Jerusalem
a very heavy stone for all peoples;
all who would heave it away will
surely be cut in pieces” (Zechariah
12:3). Clearly the Middle East
continues to be a dangerous region
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of the earth in which to become
involved in wars, whether interna-
tional or civil.

The Economist editorial contin-
ued: “Moreover, what happens in
Libya, for good or ill, will affect
its more hopeful neighbours, Egypt
and Tunisia. Farther afield, even
Syria is beginning to stir and its
government may be tempted to be
as ruthless as Libya’s. If violence
prevails in Libya, the momentum
for peaceful change across the
Middle East may drain away, as
both autocrats and protesters else-
where in the Arab world conclude
that violence is after all an essen-
tial tool for getting their way.”

Noted author Niall Ferguson
recently warned in Newsweek
magazine: “A peaceful transition
to Western-style democracy in the
Arab world is, of all the scenari-
os, the least probable. The more
likely outcomes are (a) 1848-style
restorations of the old regimes;
(b) a descent into protracted civil
wars; (c¢) Islamist takeovers; (d) a
regionwide Sunni-Shiite conflict.
By the way, (b), (¢), and (d) are
not necessarily mutually exclu-
sive. They may be a sequence of
events” (“The Big Dither,” March
20, 2011).

Overall, the world finds itself

in a sea of troubles—natural and
manmade. An insightful article
in a recent newspaper forcefully
reminded me of the current plight
of this planet. Former leader of
the British Liberal Party, Paddy
Ashdown, summed it all up yet
again. As The Times reported: “He
says that there is a ‘perfect storm’
of climate change, population rise,
economic crisis, food shortages,
increased seismic activity and
political upheaval that is making
the world more dangerous than
ever. ‘The number of natural disas-
ters is going up ... We are living
in extremely turbulent times. We
are also seeing massive shifts in
power. Events are gathering pace’”
(“Britian Needs a New Response
to a Disastrous World,” March 26,
2011).

Is divine punishment possible?

God says that He continues to
be the unseen Witness to world
troubles. It is He who has a contro-
versy with the nations. Our Creator
plainly tells us: “Remember the
former things of old, for I am God,
and there is no other; I am God,
and there is none like Me, declar-
ing the end from the beginning, and
from ancient times things that are
not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel

Want more
Word News and Frophecy’?
ind us o
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shall stand, and I will do all My
pleasure’ ... Indeed I have spo-
ken it; I will also bring it to pass.
1 have purposed it;, I will also do
it” (Isaiah 46:9-11; compare Isaiah
48:5).

As always God remains on His
throne and fully in control of world
events. Unless the earth’s peoples
really repent and alter their con-
duct, our overall future looks
very bleak indeed. Read what the
prophet Isaiah spoke: “The earth
mourns and fades away, the world
languishes and fades away; the
haughty people of the earth lan-
guish. The earth is also defiled
under 1its inhabitants, because
they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the
everlasting covenant. Therefore
the curse has devoured the earth,
and those who dwell in it are deso-
late. Therefore the inhabitants of
the earth are burned, and few men
are left” (Isaiah 24:4-6).

Do we imagine that God is
unable to correct us? Do we think
that our Creator will allow us to
trample upon His holy laws forev-
er? That He has no power to deal
with those “who drink iniquity like
water”? Isaiah also stated: “This
is the purpose that is purposed
against the whole earth, and this is
the hand that is stretched out over
all the nations. For the LorD of
hosts has purposed, and who will
annul it? His hand is stretched out,
and who will turn it back?” (Isaiah
14:26-27).

The positive side of the story

Yet all of the foregoing amounts
to only one side to the whole sto-
ry. The other side strongly encom-
passes God’s merciful thoughts and
feelings toward those who do heed
His warning messages, believe He
truly exists and fervently wish to
follow His righteous ways.

God wants an intimate, mean-
ingful personal relationship with
each person He calls to salvation
during this age of human misrule.
He wants to help people cope with
and successfully endure the trials

(See “WORLD,” page 10)



Japan Copes With

Overwhelming Devastation

Millions of beleaguered and traumatized inhabitants of Japan are still struggling to come to terms
with a staggering disaster—the world’s costliest thus far. What is the fallout? And what can the
Bible tells us about such calamities?

traumatized from the triple tor-
rent that devastated the country. Its
worst earthquake on record spawned an
enormous tsunami that swamped coastal
areas, killing thousands and critically
damaging a nuclear power plant, threat-
ening a complete nuclear meltdown.
This is the worst disaster to hit Japan
since World War 11, and the vast econom-
ic toll has made it the world’s costliest
natural disaster. And the repercussions
are ongoing. Here we survey what’s hap-
pened and then turn to the Bible for some
perspective—to help us navigate through
tumultuous and uncertain times.

J apan’s 127 million inhabitants remain

Sudden shock and a 15-minute
warning

On March 11, 2011, the fourth stron-
gest quake in recorded history, mea-
suring 9.0 on the Richter scale, rocked
Japan with a jolt equivalent to that of
30,000 Hiroshima-sized atomic blasts.
According to Japanese seismologists, a
major quake close to this magnitude is a
once-in-a-thousand-years occurrence in
the region. In the capital of Tokyo, some
150 miles south, thousands cowered in
fear beneath their desks in tall, swaying,
shock-absorbing skyscrapers.

Within nine minutes, tsunami sirens
loudly blared throughout the northeast-
ern portion of Japan’s 1,300-mile eastern
coastline. While the country is one of the
best prepared to deal with the threat of a
tsunami, residents in the hardest hit areas
probably had only 15 minutes to rush to
higher ground before the first column of
waves slammed ashore.

Tens of thousands of people living in
ports, coastal towns and tiny cove com-
munities simply could not escape the

by Rod Hall

30-foot-high wall of water that breached
with ease some of Japan’s best coastal
defenses. It swept across rice fields,
engulfing entire cities and totally level-
ing some towns. In some areas the surge
of icy water shoved debris miles inland,
killing most of those who were unable
to scramble to higher ground. In several
coastal communities, more than half the
population was left dead or missing.
The powerful surging waves pulver-
ized wooden houses, scattering rubble
like matchsticks in every direction. Cars,
trucks and even train cars were thrown
about like toys. Ships, tankers and boats
collided, and some were washed far
inland or left stranded in mounds of mud
and debris 5 to 30 feet deep. Some mul-
tistory buildings became gutted shells as
water rose as high as the fourth floor.
As the scale of the horror began
to sink in, rescuers and search dogs
combed mud and debris looking for sur-
vivors, corpses and personal mementos.
For more than two weeks, some of the
world’s best trained disaster relief per-
sonnel remained hindered by cold weath-
er, shattered roads, snapped rail lines and
downed telephone networks. The numer-
ous aftershocks and threats of additional
tsunamis also hampered their efforts.
Hundreds of survivors were pulled
from mounds of debris. Government offi-
cials reported that there were more than
360,000 homeless who fled to one of the
2,000 ill-equipped makeshift emergency
shelters on high ground above the vast
plains of mud-covered debris. Most were
forced to stay there for weeks because
they had no homes or jobs to return to.
The double shock of the earthquake
and tsunami left nearly 28,000 confirmed
dead or missing. More than 2,000 bodies

The Bible can
offer perspective
about the worst
disaster to hit
Japan since World
War .
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The daughter of an earthquake and tsunami victim cries
over her mother’s coffin during a mass funeral procession
at a field outside Kesennuma town, Miyagi prefecture.

were recovered after having been
dragged out to sea, and many more
may never be found. One man was
rescued after floating on a piece of
metal roof from his home some nine
miles out to sea.

For over two weeks 221,000
households fortunate enough to
still have homes went without
power, and more than 2.4 million
went without running water. Many
became “food refugees” at evacua-
tion centers. Stores remained closed
because food and supplies could not
be delivered due to a shortage of
fuel. And drivers waited in single
lines nearly all day to receive their
20-liter ration of gas (5.3 U.S. gal-
lons).

Averting nuclear meltdown

As if this double whammy was
not enough, the world’s worst nu-
clear crisis since Chernobyl radi-
ated additional fear across Japan
and around the world. The speeding

6 World News and Prophecy

tsunami waves, as tall as a house,
washed right over the six reactors
at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant on Japan’s northeast
shoreline. This knocked out power
and crippled the backup generators
needed to circulate vital coolant.

Suddenly four of the six atomic
reactors were in dire trouble all at
the same time. Three were threaten-
ing meltdown from overheating. A
series of destructive explosions and
fires rocked the complex. Two of
the buildings housing the reactors
were left a twisted mangle of steel
and concrete, and concern grew that
at least one containment vessel for
fuel rods may have been breached.
Emergency crews inside the over-
heating structure raced to restore
power. Others began drenching the
building with more than 900,000
gallons of seawater to avoid a com-
plete meltdown.

As they battled to regain control
of the reactors, workers faced many

setbacks. Many were exposed to
high levels of radiation, including
three who were hospitalized. And
hazardous levels of radiation leaked
into the atmosphere and soil. (Read
of the courage of the Fukushima 50
in “They Were Not Afraid to Die,”
beginning on the back page of this
issue.)

Many near the plant were told to
stop drinking tap water after high
levels of radioactive iodine were
detected. Levels surpassed 4,800
times the legal limit in the seawa-
ter south of the plant. Government
officials said there was no immedi-
ate danger to nearby residents and
that the ocean would quickly dilute
the worst contamination. (In fact,
the power plant had to then dump
more than 10,000 tons of radioac-
tive water into the sea to make room
for containment of higher-level
radioactive water.)

Japanese authorities say efforts
to control Fukushima’s overheated
reactors will take months, during
which time radiation will likely
continue to leak into the environ-
ment, extending a nuclear emer-
gency that already ranks as the most
serious in a quarter-century.

In mid-April, the severity rating
of the incident on the International
Nuclear and Radiological Event
Scale was raised to the highest
level of 7, the same as that of the
Chernobyl disaster.

National and global anxiety

Not since atomic bombs rocked
Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the
close of World War II have local
residents felt the palpable fear of a
nuclear disaster. As the only coun-
try to have suffered mass radiation
from atomic attack, many Japanese
understand full well the deadly
effects and long-term health risks
of radiation poisoning.

The safety of water and food
became a particular concern. Japan
exports three billion dollars’ worth
of food a year—mainly fruit, veg-
etables, dairy products and seafood,
with its biggest markets being Hong
Kong, China and the United States.

Low doses of radioactive con-



tamination in milk and some leafy
vegetables were detected in these
countries, which then banned their
import. Many other countries,
including Canada and Australia,
followed suit in an effort to pre-
vent the contamination’s spread
throughout the global food chain.
Some also banned seafood.

Global anxiety also grew
regarding the prospect that a large
explosion or complete meltdown
would propel dangerous clouds of
radiation internationally. Plumes
of tiny radiation particles did tra-
verse the globe with small, non-
dangerous traces being found in at
least 13 American states, in British
Columbia, Canada, and as far away
as Iceland.

The crisis has intensified fears
about nuclear safety worldwide.
But a number of key countries—
notably France, Russia, China and
India—will likely remain commit-
ted to nuclear power.

Economic distress

This costliest natural disaster
ever will likely exceed $300 billion,
government officials say. That sur-
passes the $81 billion for Hurricane
Katrina, which hit the U.S. Gulf
Coast in 2005, and the $100 billion
for the 1995 quake in Kobe, Japan.

Some have speculated that
Japan’sstronginstitutions, advanced
economy and ample human capital
will enable it to rebound relatively
quickly. Japan has always shown
phenomenal resilience in the face
of immense odds.

However, the country was
already hurting economically
before the current crisis. The Wall
Street Journal reported on April 1
that “some in the government are
considering calling on the Bank
of Japan to directly underwrite
Japanese government bonds, or
JGBs—essentially printing mon-
ey—to fund reconstruction. Even
before last month’s disasters,
Japan’s public debt was already
about twice the size of the nation’s
$5 trillion economy, and the cen-
tral bank has been very careful to
avoid giving any appearance that

it’s directly printing money to fund
that debt” (“Japan Debates TEPCO
Control, Debt Monetization”).

However, it seems likely that
this is what will happen, which will
lead to inflation at home and, with
the actions of other central banks,
abroad—ultimately hurting con-
sumers everywhere.

In any case, even if the economy
were to recover, the psychological
toll on Japanese survivors of the
triple disaster may linger for years
as many cope with the trauma of
fleeing for their lives, the death of
loved ones and the ripping apart of
homes and whole communities.

Why natural disasters?

When natural disasters like this
strike, our hearts and prayers go out
to those caught up in the crises. We
may also search for meaning behind
events. God’s Word reveals the
underlying causes of natural disas-
ters and shows us what we should
learn in times of great tragedy.

God created the perfect safe
environment for Adam and Eve—the
Garden of Eden. But from the time
they bit into the forbidden fruit,
they chose to reject God’s way and
determine for themselves how they
should live. So God denied them
access to this protected environ-
ment (Genesis 3:23-24).

Notice God’s judgment: “Cursed
is the ground for your sake; in toil
you shall eat of it all the days of
your life” (verse 17, emphasis add-
ed throughout). Man’s environment
would now present grievous diffi-
culties. And natural disasters have
plagued mankind ever since. Again,
the underlying cause is mankind’s
choice to reject God’s way. The
reality is we now exist in a world
that is largely cut off from God
and the protective, lush and perfect
setting He designed for us in the
Garden of Eden.

Yet those who die in accidents or
natural disasters are not necessarily
greater sinners than those who sur-
vive. Time and chance happen to all
people, and anyone can be sudden-
ly snared in disasters (Ecclesiastes
9:11-12). Jesus Christ explained

the randomness of some events by
citing examples of how harsh lead-
ers and devastating natural disaster
can randomly strike (Luke 13:1-4).
His bottom-line point is clear: “But
unless you repent you will all like-
wise perish” (verse 5).

Signs of the end time

Christ clearly said many natu-
ral disasters would be a sad reality
throughout history and would build
in impact toward the end of the age.
He foretold: “There will be earth-
quakes in various places; there will
be famines and calamities; this is
but a beginning of the intolerable
anguish and sufferings” (Mark
13:8, Amplified New Testament).

While God may not directly
cause many natural disasters, He
sometimes directs them as His
judgment on a rebellious humanity
(Genesis 6:6-7, 11-13, 17; 18:20;
19:24-25). He will directly inter-
vene in more and more events as
the time for His Son’s return draws
near.

Natural disasters or accidents
should humble us and help us
deeply appreciate our dependence
on God to sustain life and deliver
us from harm (Revelation 16:8-11).
God is a God of comfort and com-
passion. He will comfort us in times
of trouble so we can comfort others
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

But God also places creating a
better spiritual relationship with
Him ahead of physical comfort
(James 1:2-4). Sadly, many have to
learn things the hard way (Romans
8:7, Proverbs 14:12). Natural
disasters have and will be used to
shake people out of their compla-
cency and lead them to seek God
(Luke 21:25-26; Revelation 6:12;
11:13; 16:18). (For more on this,
see “Natural Disasters: A Biblical
Perspective” in The Good News,
May-June 2011, p. 17).

The good news is that after Jesus
Christ returns to establish His righ-
teous government, He will restore
a magnificent safe and secure envi-
ronment much like the Garden of
Eden (Isaiah 41:17-18; Micah 4:3-4;
Amos 9:13). God speed that day! «
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Kitchen Table Economics

There are times when households reach the end of their financial resources and have to declare
bankruptcy. Their income cannot meet their debts. Has America come to such a defining moment?

Massive,
uncontrollable debt
Is not good. As

we watch large
nations struggle with
crippling debt loads,
we are offered the
chance to change
our own immediate
behavior regarding
money.

8 World News and Prophecy

by Darris McNeely

ne of my uncles was a farmer
O who hit on hard times and had

to declare bankruptcy. I well
remember the night he and his wife
came to my parents’ home, sat down
at our kitchen table and spread out
their financial papers. They had some
paperwork to accomplish and file with
the court before they left town. Their
eldest son had found factory work out
of state, and they were traveling north
to join him, in hopes that they too
would find hourly work to enable them
to get a fresh start in life.

My uncle was a small farmer, and
too many bad years finally caught up
with him. I remember the hushed talk
that night in our home as he and my
parents went over their plight and what
that would mean for the family. Sound
financial management is vital to the
family unit—and to society at large. It
makes the difference between stability
and chaos—for both households and
entire nations.

The United States is bankrupt

The United States of America is fac-
ing a defining moment in its history. On
April 18,2011, as CNNMoney reports,
“S&P [Standard & Poor’s], one of the
three main agencies that rate the ability
of companies and sovereign nations to
repay their debts, lowered its outlook
for America’s long-term credit rating
to ‘negative’ from ‘stable.” The change
means that there is a one-in-three
chance that S&P could downgrade the
nation’s ‘AAA’ credit rating within two
years. That would make it harder for
the U.S. government to borrow money
to fund its activities” (April 19, 2011).

The sad reality is that the country is
fiscally bankrupt, and unless it makes
some fundamental changes it will
decline as a great power. Other coun-
tries will not only take America’s place

in the world but will also dictate much
of its future.

Anyone who honestly looks at the
amount of debt we owe and the obliga-
tions coming due in the future can see
that we don’t have the money in hand
and currently owe more than we can
pay. President Barack Obama’s pro-
posed budget for the next fiscal year
nearly doubles the current debt posi-
tion.

No one with an ounce of fiscal san-
ity can stand by and watch this train
wreck about to happen without ask-
ing serious questions about the future
of the country. Entitlement programs
such as Social Security, Medicare and
Medicaid are unsustainable. Promises
made to a generation of Americans
cannot be met without the United
States government going deeper in
debt to other nations who are willing
to finance our profligate spending pat-
terns.

China, Japan and Saudi Arabia have
been willing to buy our bonds and trea-
sury bills, in effect loaning us money
to finance what we cannot afford. They
hold our future in their hands. Like any
bank or lending institution, they can
call that debt by demanding payment.
If you cannot pay you have to return
the goods or declare insolvency. For
an individual this is bankruptcy. For a
nation it could mean economic servi-
tude.

Grasping the scope of the problem

When we speak of trillions of dollars
of national debt it’s hard to really pic-
ture what that means. The Wall Street
Journal recently carried a story with
an illustration that brings this subject
home to the kitchen table. Freshman
Republican Congressman Mick Mul-
vaney of South Carolina explained to a
group of his constituents just how seri-
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President Obama meets with the co-chairs of the fiscal
commission to discuss reducing the rising U.S. deficit. The
president’s proposed 2012 budget nearly doubles the current
debt position.

ous America’s debt problems are.
“It’s much, much worse than I had
expected,” he stated.

“Picture, he suggested, a family
of four with an income of $46,000,
annual costs of $78,000, and a cred-
it-card debt of $281,000. That drew
a gasp from the audience of mostly
older voters. The figures are rough-
ly proportionate to federal govern-
ment revenue, annual outlays and
the accumulated national debt, he
said” (April 1, 2011).

I think we all know what that
would mean if you were sitting
around your kitchen table. The
answer would be to file for bank-
ruptcy, sell your assets to pay what
you could to creditors and hope for
a new start.

When we hear figures of billions
and trillions of dollars of national
debt we instantly glaze over. No

one really understands how much
money a trillion dollars is. Mention
that America’s debt could reach $14
trillion and we tune out. But bring it
down to what that means for a fam-
ily of four and we begin to get the
picture.

The United States has been able
to avoid the consequences of mas-
sive debt for a number of reasons.
Macroeconomics works a bit dif-
ferently than microeconomics, the
level where the average person
functions. Because of its size, pow-
er and scale of population, a large
nation can go a long time with-
out paying back outstanding debt
to the rest of the world. America
has been running budget deficits
for decades, and because other
nations have reason to accept and
enable this behavior the situation
continues.

Enabling factors

One reason is that America is the
world’s largest consumer nation.
China’s rise in recent decades has
been tied to America’s demand
for cheap labor to produce things
it wanted. Japan’s earlier rise was
based on this to some degree as
well. It has been to these nations’
advantage to see America remain in
this position. If financing U.S. debt
is perceived as good for business,
then that’s what is done.

Arab nations like Saudi Arabia
produce oil that fuels America’s,
and much of the world’s, economy.
Petro dollars are good for the region
and its ruling governments.

Factor in the military might of
America. It protected Europe from
the Soviets during the Cold War,
sheltered Japan from encroachment
by other Asian powers and kept the
sea lanes of global commerce free
and open for the world economy.
The desire to maintain America in
its protective role is part of why key
nations have been willing partners
in its descent into debtor status.

Could this come to change?

It could through any number
of ways. Imagine one scenario: To
finance America’s debt the U.S.
Federal Reserve prints more and
more dollars. Since many of the
basic commodities like food and
fuel are denominated in dollars, this
flooding of markets creates a rise in
costs, called inflation. More dollars
chasing fewer goods, or goods in
greater demand, create a problem.
(See “A Note About Inflation” on
page 10.)

When a person in Damascus
or Cairo can’t afford the rise in
food costs and has to go without,
it causes unrest. This leads to food
riots and the potential for other
instability. A commentator recent-
ly wrote, “When the Fed sneezes
money, the weak economies of the
world, and the poor masses who are
highly vulnerable to price rises in
the necessities of life, catch pneu-
monia.”

The Middle Eastis already seeing
massive instability. Unrest is lead-
ing to change in governments, some
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of which may not be as friendly to
American interests in the region.
They will not be able to withstand
domestic upheaval. If such unrest
is linked to American fiscal policy,
you have another reason for some
to turn from old alliances to pursue
their own self-interest.

Back to the kitchen table

Prices are rising in America as
well. Food prices are going up, and
gasoline is approaching $4 per gal-
lon. While this is catching up with
the rest of the world, it can’t help
but have an impact on the American
consumer. When jobs and incomes
do not keep up with inflation, cuts
in lifestyle will be dictated. Those
prepared can manage. Those who
aren’t will face constricting chal-
lenges.

Lawmakers in the U.S. Congress
have been making proposals to
begin to deal with the budget defi-
cits. Proposals introduced in early
April target the nation’s health care
and social entitlement programs.
Changes to the tax structure are
also on the table. If such changes
are enacted, and if other world fac-
tors remain stable, there is some
hope that America could pull out
of the decline and return to fiscal
stability.

Which brings me back to the
kitchen table.

My uncle’s bankruptcy taught
him a big lesson. He moved out of
a farming career to which he was
not suited. The day of the small
farmer was passing, and he need-

ed to move on to other work. He
found it in a factory and went on
to make a living wage and another
life. He later retired and moved
back to our home area and died at
a good age. He never again filed for
bankruptcy.

You and I live in a highly chal-
lenging period, with the opportu-
nity to learn deep and enduring
lessons. Massive, uncontrollable
debt is not good. As we watch large
nations struggle with crippling debt
loads, we are offered the chance to
change our own immediate behav-
ior regarding money. It’s as if God
is giving you and me the chance to
prioritize our values and bring our
spending habits in line with our
income—to live a realistic life with
the income we have.

Perhaps this is the one opportu-
nity you will have to break old hab-
its and begin to get control of your
personal finances. If you choose to
do so, we can help. We have a free
booklet, Managing Your Personal
Finances, that presents a biblical
foundation for financial manage-
ment. It offers practical advice
along with budgeting tools to help
you turn around this part of your
life. You can read or download it at
our website or request a copy from
the address on the inside cover of
this magazine.

Sit down at your kitchen table.
Take a completely honest look at
your income and expenses. Do
something today’s lawmakers find
difficult to do, and get control of
your financial life. «

A Note About Inflation

It should be realized that inflating the money supply is actually mas-
sive fraud and theft. By printing more dollars for the government’s
and central bankers’ own purposes, the value of every dollar held by
others is made less. In essence, the value of the dollars in your wallet
is stolen by the government and Federal Reserve to use as they see
fit. Of course, this means that dollars and other debt instruments held
by foreign countries are also worth less—and if inflation is unabated,
these nations will eventually tire of having so much stolen from them
and will transfer their wealth somewhere more secure. (Of course,
these other nations do the same with their own currencies.)

—Tom Robinson
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“WORLD’ (Continued from page 4)

and tragedies prophesied in His
Word to afflict this earth.

Chris Patten, who managed
the transition of Hong Kong from
Britain to China, observed in his
latest book, “There is no simple
formula for survival, no global plan
waiting to be set in place, no insti-
tution that will provide compass
and captain for the world” (What's
Next?, 2009, p. 7). Humanly
speaking, in a sense he’s right.

But there exists a “strong
hand from somewhere,” of whom
Winston Churchill once spoke, who
has a ready-made plan and purpose
for humankind. He patiently waits
for the right time to actively inter-
vene in this world’s affairs and
bring it to its senses. That’s where
God’s earthly followers come into
their own. Jesus Christ has given
them the important mission of both
warning the world and making dis-
ciples for His coming Kingdom
(Matthew 24:14; 28:18-20).

They herald a new age to come,
accomplishing their godly mission
in a hostile world, with some areas
filled with and motivated by false
religious concepts and others con-
sumed by ungodly secularism. But
God manifests His deep concern
for their well-being, knowing full
well that the path to eternal glory
can be very difficult at times (see
Matthew 7:13-14).

We often advertise our free
booklets about prophecy in this
particular publication. But we also
have booklets that focus on helping
Christians to cope with this world
of uncertainty, assisting them in the
process of transforming their lives
for their future role in the Kingdom
of God. You may wish to request
or download our booklets You Can
Have Living Faith, Making Life
Work and Transforming Your Life:
The Process of Conversion.

The Church Jesus built consti-
tutes the last train for sanity in this
world. Getting on board will help
you attain God’s purpose for you
of an ever-interesting and abun-
dant life. «



China: Cooperation or Conflict?

Concern is growing over China’s increasing assertiveness and conflicts with other nations. What is
behind the Asian Dragon'’s growing aggressiveness, and where does Bible prophecy say this will lead?

The amazing economic, political
and military transformation of
the People’s Republic of China
is rapidly pushing it into the realm of
superpower status. Over the past 30
years it has been the world’s fastest-
growing economy with an average
annual increase of 10 percent.

China recently passed Japan in
becoming the second greatest eco-
nomic power behind America, and
it overtook Germany as the number
one exporting country. It’s still far
behind the United States in terms of
GDP—$5.9 trillion vs. $14.7 trillion.
Nevertheless, it’s now ousting America
as the world’s biggest manufacturer—
a position the United States has held
for 110 years. Chinese manpower is
vast. Consider that while China is
about the geographic size of America,
it has more than four times the popu-
lation—1.3 billion people or nearly a
fifth of humanity.

Moreover, “according to the latest
IMF [International Monetary Fund]
official forecasts, China’s econo-
my will surpass that of America in
real terms in 2016—just five years
from now” (“IMF Bombshell: Age of
America Nears End,” MarketWatch,
April 25, 2011).

Will this burgeoning global colos-
sus cooperate with America and the
West, or will its growing influence
lead to greater conflict or even war?

The drophead of an article in The
Economist says, “China and America
are bound to be rivals, but they do not
have to be antagonists” (“The Dangers
of a Rising China,” Dec. 2,2010). “But
the two mistrust each other,” the article
states, “China sees America as a wan-
ing power that will eventually seek to
block its own rise. And America wor-
ries about how Chinese nationalism,
fueled by rediscovered economic and

by Rod Hall

military might, will express itself.”
Just where is all of this heading?

Will the new China fit in or
become a threat

The impact of the revolutionary
changes underway inside China are
felt worldwide and are creating a new
self-identity—a potent mix of past
greatness, recent humiliation, present
achievement and future supremacy.

As China transitions into a world
power, another article in The Economist
asks: “Will it broadly fit in with the
Western world, as a place where peo-
ple want nothing more than a chance
to succeed? Or...will China become a
threat—an angry country set on aveng-
ing past wrongs and forcing others to
bend to its will?

“China’s choice of role, says Jim
Steinberg, America’s deputy secretary
of state, is ‘the great question of our
time.’ The peace and prosperity of the
world depends on which path it takes”
(“Brushwood and Gall,” Dec. 2, 2010,
emphasis added throughout).

Of course it’s wise to remember that
China is no stranger to conflict. Since
1949 China has had military skirmish-
es with Russia and has fought against
United Nations actions in Korea, India
and Vietnam.

According to Foreign Affairs,
available data shows “China as the
only major power that has been more
violent than Muslim states; in crises,
it has used force at a rate more than
four times as high as that of the United
States” (Richard Betts, “Conflict or
Cooperation? Three Visions Revisited,”
Nov.-Dec. 2010).

Conflicts in the South China Sea

As relations grow worse, so does the
potential for conflicts. China’s rising
hard and soft global power is felt most

The amazing
economic, political
and military
transformation of
the People’s Republic
of China is rapidly
pushing it into the
realm of superpower
status. Will this
burgeoning global
colossus cooperate
with America and
the West, or will its
growing influence
lead to greater
conflict or even war?
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China has the world’s largest standing army—more than
2.25 million troops.

directly in Southeast Asia, where
it’s trying to create a more dominant
sphere of influence than America’s.
But many of China’s 14 neighboring
countries remain uneasy about the
prediction of a “Chinese century”
and hotly dispute its claim to much
of the South China Sea.

China sees the shadowy hand of
America exerting its influence in an
effort to contain and limit its rise,
which is something it says it will not
permit. The wealth of these Asian
countries depends on China while
their security currently depends on
America, so which way will they
turn?

China has joined more than 50
intergovernmental and 1,000 inter-
national nongovernmental orga-
nizations, including ASEAN Plus
Three. ASEAN (the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) recently
became China’s third-largest trad-
ing partner.

“But reasonable China some-
times gives way to aggressive
China,” says The Economist (“The
Dangers of a Rising China,” Dec. 2,
2010).

“InMarch [2010], when the North
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[i.e., North Korea] sank a South
Korean warship, killing 46 sailors,
China failed to issue any condem-
nation. A few months later it fell
out with Japan over some Chinese
fishermen, arrested for ramming
Japanese coastguard vessels around
some disputed islands—and then it
locked up some Japanese business-
men and withheld exports of rare
earths vital for Japanese industry.
And it has forcefully reasserted its
claim to the Spratly and Paracel
Islands and to sovereignty over vir-
tually the entire South China Sea”
(ibid.).

China did act quickly to help
Japan with disaster relief following
the recent earthquake and tsunami,
but conflicts remain.

“The danger is that spats and
rows will sour relations between
China and America, just as the
friendship between Germany and
Britain crumbled in the decades
before the first world war” (ibid.).

Other potential flashpoints

North Korea, Taiwan and various
trade disputes are other areas of pos-
sible conflict.

China is North Korea’s only
real ally and primary benefactor.
The United States continues to call
on China to do more to halt North
Korea’s provocative behavior and
meet international obligations. The
Americans recently accused China
of “enabling” North Korea to start
a uranium-enrichment program and
to launch attacks on South Korea’s
Yeonpyeong Island—the first strike
on civilians since the Korean War
(1950-53). The North even threat-
ened to use nuclear weapons.

If war breaks out between the
two Koreas, it would likely involve
the 28,500 U.S. troops stationed in
the South, and China may back the
aggressor as it did during the Korean
and Vietnam Wars.

Then there’s China’s claim to
the island nation of Taiwan (which
continued as the Republic of China
after the communist revolution
established the People’s Republic
of China over the mainland). “If
the two Koreas share the world’s
scariest land border, the Taiwan
Strait is its scariest sea passage.
[Communist] China’s insistence on
reunification is absolute,” says The
Economist (“Friends, or Else,” Dec.
2, 2010). While increased air travel
and a new free-trade agreement are
signs of improving relations, in a
military conflict America would
likely feel compelled to come to
Taiwan’s aid.

As for concerns over trade con-
flicts, “Chinese companies are
scouring the globe for the raw
materials they need. Already China
is Saudi Arabia’s biggest customer.
It imports about half of the oil it
burns, a share that will rise to two-
thirds by 2015 and four-fifths by
2030. China cares what happens in
the countries that supply it ... One
reason why China is now building
an ocean-going navy is to protect
its raw materials and goods from
embargoes. This reflects a lack of
faith in the global trading system,
part of an underlying fear that the
West is fundamentally hostile to
China’s prosperity” (“Less Biding
and Hiding,” The Economist, Dec.
2,2010).



Growing military might

As the potential for conflicts
grows, so does China’s military
might. The Chinese have the world’s
second largest navy and the largest
standing army—more than 2.25 mil-
lion troops (plus some 1.17 million
paramilitary and reserves).

Over the past decade military
expenditures have grown about 10
percent annually, reaching almost
$100 billion a year, second only to
America. The country has also been
modernizing its missiles, subma-
rines, radar, cyber-warfare and anti-
satellite weapons.

The Economist reports a few
areas that stand out. One is “what
the Pentagon calls ‘the most active
land-based ballistic- and cruise-
missile programme in the world’. ..
They are also improving their medi-
um-range ballistic missiles able to
carry either conventional or nuclear
warheads and deploy several hun-
dred air and land-launched long-
range cruise missiles” (“The Fourth
Modernisation,” Dec. 2, 2010).

Furthermore, “China has trans-
formed and enlarged its submarine
fleet. China has about 66 subma-
rines against America’s 71, though
the American boats are superior”
(ibid.). Some estimate they will
have 85 to 100 by 2030. “What does
this amount to? Military experts in
America, Australia and Japan think
China’s new arsenals are a greater
threat than its higher-profile plans
to launch aircraft-carriers in the
next decade or so ... Ultimately,
China seems to want to stop the
American fleet from being able to
secure its interests in the western
Pacific” (ibid.).

Key prophetic relationships:
Russia and India

In addition to building its mili-
tary capacity, China is also devel-
oping closer relations with key
countries in Southeast Asia and the
Middle East. Its relationships with
Russia and India will also likely
continue to grow.

Bible prophecy indicates that
nations north and east of Jerusalem
will engage in a major end-time con-

flict with a group of 10 European
powers led by what the prophet
Daniel calls the “king of the North”
(Daniel 11:40-44). The book of
Revelation calls this leader, as well
as the union he rules over, “the
beast” (Revelation 17:12-14).

Russia is the major power north
of Jerusalem, while India, China
and other Asian countries lie east.
According to Ezekiel 38 and 39,
these and other Asian nations will
fight together against Jesus Christ
shortly after He establishes His rule
on the earth and restores the peo-
ple of Israel to their homeland. So
it fits well that these northern and
eastern forces would be in alliance
shortly before His coming as well.
Indications are that they will respond
with overwhelming military force to
the overt military actions of the king
of the North as his forces move into
the Middle East.

Russia today continues to be
China’s leading provider of arms,
and joint military exercises have
been conducted between these
nations for the past five years.
Even the legislative bodies of the
two countries, the Russian Duma
and National People’s Congress,
announced they will begin build-
ing a “stronger China-Russia stra-
tegic partnership of coordination”
(Xinhua News Agency, Dec. 2,
2010).

Ties with India are also grow-
ing. Historically, China and India
have enjoyed thousands of years of
relative peace between them, and
now joint trade has been growing
at about 46 percent annually over
the past five years—reaching $60
billion. For the last four years they
have conducted joint military exer-
cises. India has the world’s second
largest military (1.3 million, plus
nearly twice as many paramilitary
and reserves) and second largest
population (1.2 billion). It also has
60 to 80 nuclear weapons.

Devastating end-time events

In the short run, says The
Economist about China’s rise, “the
most likely outcome is a more asser-
tive China that wants to get more

done abroad without fundamen-
tally upsetting the world order. On
sensitive territorial issues where
the [ruling communist] party’s cre-
dentials are at stake, China may be
uncompromising and increasingly
unreasonable ... How easily will the
world accommodate this more asser-
tive China?... Asian security will be
determined not just by how China
uses its new strength but by how
other countries react to it” (“Less
Biding and Hiding”).

Bible prophecy gives no spe-
cific indication of a major conflict
between China and America. But it
does reveal that America’s power
will fade (Leviticus 26:16-19) while
European and Asian powers are des-
tined to rise, building toward criti-
cal end-time events.

With the blowing of the sixth of
the “seven trumpets” in the book of
Revelation (8:6), a huge 200-mil-
lion-man army will arise from lands
to the east of the Euphrates River
(Revelation 9:13-19). That’s about
double the nearly 100 million troops
mobilized on all sides during World
War II.

The resulting engagement will
kill a third of mankind and may
involve weapons of mass destruc-
tion (verses 18-19).

These events are followed by
what appears to be a second phase of
the overall operation as Revelation
16:12 reveals: “Then the sixth angel
poured out his bowl on the great
river Euphrates, and its water was
dried up, so that the way of the kings
from the east might be prepared.”
Notice that the forces of multiple
eastern rulers are involved.

The ultimate outcome of these
major events is Jesus Christ inter-
vening in divine power to save
humanity from complete self-anni-
hilation as the armies of the earth
gather at Armageddon (verse 16;
Matthew 24:22). Then Jesus will
establish His rule on the earth at long
last, ushering in a thousand years of
peace (see Revelation 20:6; Isaiah
2:2-4). The Chinese, as all people,
will at that time be led to follow
God and pursue peace and coopera-
tion with the rest of humankind. «
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“NOT AFRAID” (Continued from page 16)

They realized that even working
in one-hour shifts near the reactors
would expose them to dangerously
high radiation levels. As one mother
proudly but sadly lamented, “They
accepted they will all probably die
from radiation sickness in the short
term or cancer in the long term”
(“Quotes of the Day,” Time, March
31, 2011). You might say there were
no good choices and no way out
from personal harm. As one daughter
would share with her mix of bewil-
derment and pride, “I fought back
tears when I heard that my father,
who is to retire in six months, had
volunteered” (quoted in “Fukushima
Workers Labour Round the Clock in
Effort to Avoid Catastrophe,” The
Guardian, March 17, 2011).

The bottom line is that many
felt it was a suicide mission. Even
so, they stood up. They stepped for-
ward. They stepped in. It’s been said,
“It takes courage to stand up and be
counted, but it takes more courage to
keep standing up after you have been
counted.”

Yet their courage was not lost on
others. It challenged others to join
them. Today, the Fukushima 50 are
no longer alone. Having stood their
ground, more than 400 other TEPCO
employees have swelled their ranks.
But again, it does not come easily.
One worker, Emiko Ueno, wrote an
email quoted in The New York Times.
“My town is gone,” he said. “My
parents are still missing. I still cannot
get in the area because of the evacu-
ation order. I still have to work in
such a mental state. This is my limit”
(“Workers Give Glimpse of Japan’s
Nuclear Crisis,” March 30, 2011).

Nevertheless, even as I write,
these same people continue to expose
themselves to a living death. When
it is all said and done, they simply
are not afraid to die. Does that mean
they weren’t frightened as one by
one they made a choice to reenter
the toxic labyrinths and vaults of the
facility? I don’t think so. I’m sure
their knees were shaking, but it was
firmness of heart that bid them enter.
After all, courage has been described
as “fear holding on a minute longer”
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A man is tested for possible nuclear radiation at an
evacuation center in Fukushima, northern Japan.

and “fear that has said its prayers.”

“There shall be a time of
trouble”

The Bible speaks of other people
in other times and places that have
and will yet have to face incredible
decisions to stand up and be counted
when everyone else is “headed for
the aisles.” Yes, people that have
a sense of direction in the darkest
moments that will eventually touch
every corner of the earth. Scripture
clearly offers a warning alarm of a
tsunami-like catastrophe that is not
simply going to affect one island
nation, but is going to literally sweep
the entire globe. Daniel 12:1 warns,
“There shall be a time of trouble,
such as never was since there was a
nation, even to that time.”

But this tidal wave of global trou-
ble has a source of devastating energy
just as much as a tsunami is created
by the jolt of the ground. Revelation
12:12 warns one and all: “Woe to
the inhabitants of the earth and the
sea! For the devil has come down
to you, having great wrath, because
he knows that he has a short time.”
Satan makes his insidious splash,
and the ripple effect is felt around
the world. The extent of the impact

and casualty list at first glance is
incredible. Revelation 12:9 supplies
the tally of his penetrating havoc
even today by stating, “So the great
dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceives the whole world.”

In the midst of this rising tide of
malevolence depicted in chapter 12
stands one the most electrifying pas-
sages of the Bible, verse 11, which
depicts the courage of the saints in
the face of Satan’s attacks and the
source of their energy: “And they
overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their tes-
timony, and they did not love their
lives to the death.” The New Living
Translation words it this way: “They
were not afraid to die.”

"Whoever desires to save his life
will lose it”

Here are people who not only can
recite the words of the 23rd Psalm,
but live and, yes, are willing to die,
as they stand firm in its meaning.
They fully understand and believe,
“The LorD is my shepherd; I shall
not want” (verse 1). And in fact, they
follow His own example of supreme
self-sacrifice. He is the very same
shepherd who “did not come to be

Reuters/Kim Kyung Hoon



served, but to serve, and to give His
life a ransom for many” (Matthew
20:28). The same shepherd who
said, “Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one’s life for
his friends” (John 15:13). The same
shepherd who said to those who
would follow in his footsteps: “If
anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for My
sake will find it” (Matthew 16:24-
25). Indeed, the same shepherd who
ultimately did not ask someone else
to give his or her blood, but volun-
tarily walked into the seething hot-
bed of Jerusalem knowing full well
the consequences of his determina-
tion—giving His own blood as the
Lamb of God. No, He certainly was
not afraid to die.

The folks granted the roll call
of honor in Revelation 12:11 “get
it” and understand the 23rd Psalm’s
deep meaning when it says: “Yea,
though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil; for You are with me; Your
rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; You anoint
my head with oil; my cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life;
and I will dwell in the house of the
Lorp forever.”

Whether it be the heroic
Fukushima 50 of Japan, the saints
of God down through the ages or
Jesus Christ Himself, there is a
commonality that bonds each of
them as to why they move in one
direction while others stand para-
lyzed or flee from the “oncoming
fire” of life. It is simply this: You
do not find your values in a trial but
take them into the trial with you.

The unshakable Kingdom

Christians recognize in their
inner treasure chest of things valued,
locked deep in their heart, that God’s
goodness and mercy will indeed fol-
low them. They recognize that this
life is not an end in itself but that,
as pilgrims, we are simply passing

through. Oh yes, life can be challeng-
ing and “max us out,” with no human
reserves left to go on. But, as people
with the Spirit of God, we put those
same “butterflies of worry” that go
up and down our spine into forma-
tion and wholeheartedly hand them
over to God—recognizing a purpose
is being worked out here below.
The same God declares through the
author of Hebrews: “He has prom-
ised, saying, ‘Yet once more I shake
not only the earth, but also heaven.’
Now this, ‘Yet once more,” indicates
the removal of those things that are
being shaken, as of things that are
made, that the things which cannot
be shaken may remain. Therefore,
since we are receiving a kingdom
which cannot be shaken, let us have
grace, by which we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly
fear” (Hebrews 12:26-28).

The “shakes” of life will come.
You don’t have to stand in line and
place your order. They will find you.
This is not a variable, but a reality.
We cannot choose the timing, but
we can choose how we will respond
to them. They came to first-century
followers of Jesus Christ, they come
to us now, and they will come to
those who will yet wondrously wit-
ness of Him during the prophesied
Tribulation. The question only you
can answer is not how big the future
shake will be in your life, but how
big a Christ-like heart do you have
to respond to the call.

It is my hope and prayer in life
that you and I will have the courage
of the Fukushima 50 and will stand
firm in the same conviction of the
saints in the book of Revelation of
whom it will be said, “They were
not afraid to die.” A scripture that
further amplifies the clarion call of
Isaiah 30:21—"“This is the way, walk
in it”"—is discovered in the writ-
ings of the same prophet in chapter
6, verse 8: “Also
I heard the voice
of the Lord, say-
ing: “Whom shall I
send, and who will
go for Us?’ Then I
said, ‘Here am [!
Send me.”” « Robin Webber
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“Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying,

This is the Way

by Robin Webber

“They Were Not Afraid To Die”

be the same again. It’s been said that life is

what happens when you’re making other plans.
This calendar date that changed numerous lives for-
ever was March 11, 2011. It was then that the greatest
earthquake in Japanese history struck its northeast-
ern shores. The catastrophe set off a chain reaction of
events that are still reverberating as [ write.

Being from Southern California, I am no strang-
er to earthquakes. You know the feeling when one
comes. You feel the sway and perhaps hear the rumble
(sometimes quiet and sometimes deep and loud). And
then comes either the rolling wave action or the quick
jolt, and you hold your breath and say in your mind,
“What’s next? Is it over, or is the big one just a second
away?” But a 9.0 on the Richter scale like the Japan
event? Unimaginable! Monstrous! This quake set off
a tsunami wave action that reached several continents.
The fast-moving and powerful waters swept over
Japanese cities and swallowed up farmlands. Sadly
in some spots, where life was spared from collaps-
ing buildings, the turbulent sea claimed its quarry and
swept them away. The death toll is now 11,600, with
16,000 missing. The final toll is expected to be 20,000
(figures from The New York Times, “Earthquake,
Tsunami and Nuclear Crisis,” April 4, 2011).

Beyond the earthquake and the accompanying tsu-
nami, the third catastrophe in this chain reaction of
tragedy would ultimately emerge. The three reactors
of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station (150
miles north of Tokyo) were compromised by the surge
of the tsunami. The compound’s cooling systems fal-

T he earth shook. The sea came. Nothing would
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tered within 90 hours of the original quake. Explosions
and fires, spent fuel rods that overheated, and radio-
active material filtering into the atmosphere from the
power plant created the greatest nuclear power crisis
since the Chernobyl incident. Due to the possibilities
of nuclear waste exposure, much of Japan, and the
world as a whole, has been “holding its breath.”

But what has emerged from this multidimensional
tragedy and caught the world’s attention is not the
size or scale of the quake or tsunami, or nuclear waste
leaks, but the size of the hearts of “everyday workers”
at the plant who have stepped up in time of trouble.
They have become known as the Fukushima 50. And
their story should serve as an inspiration to us all.

Raw courage in the face of certain danger

As their story of raw courage emerged, the
Fukushima 50 were deemed civilian warriors, likened
to the legendary samurai in the minds and hearts of
their people. When the news began to filter out about
the potential meltdowns within the nuclear facility, a
12-mile zone of evacuation was created. The facility’s
operator, the Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO)
would evacuate 700 employees. But 50 would remain
behind and walk back into certain danger.

Just imagine: as everyone was moving in one direc-
tion away from probable disaster, they were walking
into the abyss of the unknown. These brave men and
women would stay on duty to connect electric cables,
repair machinery and check equipment to avert a total
meltdown.

(See “NOT AFRAID,” page 14)



