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the Human Genome Project

Decoding the Mystery of

acing to decode the secrets of
human genes, the U.S.-based
Nationa Ingtitute of Health
(NIH), theworld'slargest ingtitu-
tion funding medical research, and Celera
Genomics Corp., abiotech company,
announced in June that they had deciphered
85-90 percent of the human genome.
Sometimeslikened to the raceto put a
man on the moon, the decade-old Human
Genome Project effort to decode our genes
recently had been churning out 12,000 |t
tersof genetic code every minute of every
day, creating aligt that will total morethan

actions and reactions of molecules occur every
second in processesthat provide energy, food
and cdll maintenancefor our bodies.

What blueprint, what set of ingtructions,
tellsthese atoms and moleculeswhat to
do? The Human Genome Project aimsto
solve that mystery—and in such breath-
taking detail that even the scientific world
is awestruck.

Therdaed processesall revolve around
molecular structures caled chromosomes at
thefundamental level of the beginning of life.
Chromosomes function in the primary unit of
the bodly, the human cdll. In your chromo-

The Human Genome Project has brilliantly illuminated our knowl-
edge of the mechanics of life—but nothing about our ultimate
purpose. To discover that, we must look to another source.

three billion when finally completed. More
than 1,100 biologists, computer scientists
and analysts at university laboratoriesin Six
countries have been hard at work trying to
complete what some are calling biology’s
version of the book of life.

The glory of your genome

You may have heard much about the
human genome in recent months, and there's
more to come. But what exactly isthe
genome, and what doesit mean for us?

In elementary school welearn that every-
thing we seeis made up of aloms. Welearn
that aioms combine to make molecules. But
we only hazily understand how tiny atoms
and molecules come together to make you
and metheliving creatureswe are—filled
with the wonder, complexity, potentia and
choiceswelivewith daily.

How do atoms and moleculeswork
together to create the unique being that is
you? The search to discover the answer to
that question is perhapsthe greatest story
of deuthing in science.

All biologicd lifeismade up of an aston-
ishingly complex blend of molecules. They
combine, bresk down and recombineinto the
sameor amyriad of other forms of molecules.
Continuoudy, day inand day out, trillions of
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somesisthe genetic document—achemical
ingruction set written in chemical code—that
tellsyour body how to arrange, structure,
absorb and expel atomsand molecules.

Thetotdity of your genetic ingtructions
isyour genome. Each of ushasaunique
genome, our own chemical genetic instruc-
tion set. In redlity, each human being
isagenome.

You received—or became—your genome
at conception. Theingtant your father'ssperm
withits 23 chromosomes paired with your
mother's 23 chromosomesin afertilized egg,
something unique and totally new was
created—youl!

You started lifeasasingle cell. From that
onecell you virtualy exploded into being.
Every growth pattern, stage and process of
your body occurred like clockwork—from
fetal development to birth, infancy, child-
hood, adolescence and adulthood. For your
first 18 years, on average you added 100
million cellsto your body every minute.

Such dizzying growth is so perfectly pro-
grammed from your own set of ingtructions
contained in that first cell that by age 20 you
became an adult of more than 100 trillion
(100,000,000,000,000) cells—differentiated
into heart, spleen, skin, bone, muscle, liver,
stomach, eyes, intestines and, most impor-

tant, brain. Scientists estimate that 40 per-
cent of the genome s devoted to your brain
development aone.

How did such astonishing complexity
come about?

Stunning design of DNA,
genes, chromosomes

Thedesign of the human cell isbrilliant,
its performance stunning. The most mar-
veloushiological mystery solved inthelast
50 years was the understanding of how
genesdrive dl the developments of the
body’s cellsat themolecular level. To dis-
cern the process, scientistshad to learn how
to analyzethefunctions of thetiniest cellular
structuresfor feeding, repairing, eiminating
waste, dividing and even dying.

Asthe anayticad methods of microbiology
became more refined and microscopes ever
more powerful, the glory of the structure of
chromosomes was revedl ed.

Thekey that unlocked the door was
understanding DNA—shorthand for deoxy-
ribonucleic acid. Although an acid, DNA is
anything but destructive. It isthe chemica
parent of dl the cells of the body and isfound
ineach cdl’snucleus (henceit isanucleic
acid), the command center of the cell.

DNA isthe epicenter of biotech research
becauseit functions et the heart of dl sys-
tems of the human body at the molecular
leve. It isboth asubstance and an instruc-
tional blueprint for every one of the 100 tril-
lion cellsmaking up al body tissue. DNA
directs each component of the cell inliterally
trillions of cellular processesthat take place
inyour body every second of your life.

DNA isstructured in aladderlike forma-
tion of two strandswith rungs cregting a
double-helix shape. Theladder formsacon-
tinuous, giant molecule called the chromo-
some. Chromosomes are unlike any other
moleculesin sizeand composition.

To better understand these tiny structures,
let’'scompare a DNA chromosometo water.
Thewater molecule hastwo hydrogen atoms
and one oxygen atom written asH,O, witha
molecular weight of 18. By comparison, the
DNA chromasome molecule hasamolecular



weight of 80 billion. For amolecule, the
DNA chromosomeisincredibly longand
narrow. Like an endlessand dmost impos-
shly thinthread, itiscoiledinthe cell’s
tiny nucleus. With adiameter of 2 nanome-
ters, itisamillion timessmdler thanthe
distance between the two smallest marks
onaruler. Yetif it were stretched to full
lengthit would be about 1 inch long.

DNA'stwo long intertwined strands
appear like stiltsmade of an dternating
phosphate and asugar. The steplike rungs
between the strands are made up of paired
bases of nitrogen compoundsidentified by
thelettersG, C, Aand T (thefirst letters of
the four kinds of bases. guanine, cytosine,
adenine and thymine). These are the only
substancesin DNA, hence the genome
conssts of only these four—but in seem-
ingly endless sequences.

These compoundstell every cell of
your body what to do. They communicate
through certain sequences on the genome.
Specia bands of these compounds are
Oour genes.

Genesare paired on each chromosome
with sequences that account for specific
traitsand physica characterigtics. Each
body trait requires one or more pairs of
genes. Such things as eye color, shape of
body parts and susceptibility to diseases
al arefound within the gene pairs of the
genome. Researchers aso are discovering
that certain persondity dispositions seem
to have genetic components (a.concept -~
discussed in the Bible severa thousand
yearsago).

Therearefrom 80,000 to 100,000
genesin the human genome. The goal of
the Human Genome Project isto decode
every one.

The universe within

Though the smallest unit of the bodly,
cdlsarenolonger the smple structures
they oncewere thought to be. Each cell has
many thousands—sometimes hundreds of
thousands—of structural componentsand
processes controlled by chromosomesin
thenucleus.

J _ple( amazingly desgned astheuniverse

“asour genometellsour cellsto assemble

. ablueprint of unimaginable complexi

Although the universeisthought to have
100 hillion-galaxieswith an estimated 200
hillionsters e ,somgg@'.éntistsa:knaml-
edoethet bodly appeers as com-

t}[;anhasloobllllonneu-
rons, dtnlllms_@’medlonsmd
patternsof endless_vv

arenot avare of what goesonin our cells

amino acidsinto proteins; proteinsto make
cell walls, and cell wallsto split and divide.
We go about our lives unaware of the con-
stant stream of virtual miraclesthat kegp us
dive, aien andfunctioning.

Missing pieces of the puzzle!.

How did such'an astonishi ngly com-
plex process begin?How did the billions
of atomsin each DNA molecule arrange
themselves perfectly for the self- perpetua—
tionwecdl life? . i X i

Oneof the grestest probl emswiththe
science of gendlicsisthat itinvolvesdis
secting the fundamental particles of life
with no scientificframework for under-
gtanding what to dowithit, whereit came
from or what itsultimate purpose might be.

Although that framework isavailable, -~
it won't be found under amieroscope or
through scientificsttdy. Only onelogical

explanation existsfor the brilliant des ﬁf{' }{ }lf }
theentlreb|olog|cd Ilfewdecoman% T
@ e @a

™

indesschenceinherertin e el = {} f} .
ary perspective held by so many i {_}f

How did cells, DNA and chromoaﬁ
come about? Perhgpsthe greatest i '(I:f ‘
proof that we were designed by ahlg er -"
power isthis: The process of one gen
creatlng aliving, self-perpetuating or
ism cannot happen over time. It hast
right thefirst time, and it must entail liter-
aly hillions of designed elementsthat
must bein place and functioning perfectly,
or elsethe cell cannot exist and reproduce.
The sdf-replicating cell existsonly

But the explanationisn’t the blind, .

'w."w.

.



becauseitsinherent intelligent systems—
each involving hillions of functions—
interact perfectly. If they don't, it isdead.

The chromosome and cell are so unimag-
inably complex that they could never have
evolved through random processes from
nothing, evenif given the endlesstime spans
evolutionigtsrequire for their theory.

Evolutionists are at alossto explain, for
example, how and why heart tissue, liver tis-
sue, skin and blood are ditinctly different
and have dramatically different functions.
Yet, astonishingly, each cdll containsthe
same DNA. A liver cell'sDNA isidentica to
abrain cell’sDNA. How each cdll knowsits
identity, function and position in the body
remainsamysery.

Much more than molecules

Scientific discoveries can be atwo-edged
sword. They canlead usto marvel a the
intricate and perfect design that provesthe
existence of amuch greeater intelligence than
ourselves, or they can force usto focus so
much on the detail sthat we lose sight of the
big picture.

Regrettably, the genetic revolution
appearsto be taking our minds off the
bigger picture—the spiritual potential of
human existence. We are tempted to obsess
on the physical manipulations of genetic
engineering as possible solutionsto the
problems of life and desth while overlook-
ing missing pieces of the puzzle that provide
true and lasting solutions.

Areyou only the sumtota of the prepro-
grammed DNA of your chromosomes? Of
course not. Each person is much morethan

his genome. The millions of genes unique
to each person are the platform for what the
Bible describes asbeings created in the
image of God (Genesis 1:26-27; 9:6). In
thistime of dazzling technologica progress,
therelevance of God and Bible are critically
important toolsfor cutting through the
[abyrinth of dataand technicd jargon.
Asgenetic biologists compile their new

“We have caught a glimpse of
an instruction book previously

known only to God.”

—Dr. Frances Collins,
director of the National Human
Genome Research Institute

blueprint of life, the classic blueprint for
life—the Bible—remains ever relevant. Its
counsd istimeless—though, to our peril, it
isincreasingly disregarded. Let's consider.
TheBible goesfar beyond the Human
Genome Project in describing the nature of the
complete human being. It cagtslight onthe
grester truths beyond the data.of man’s genes.
Inteling usthat God crested usin Hisimage,
it revedlsthat we have aspiritud heritagefar
more astounding and compelling than the
physica heritage revealed through the Human
Genome Project, incrediblethoughitis.

The genome of God

The centrd teaching of the Bibleisthat man
exigsfor an ultimate spiritual plan and pur-
pose. Humean lifeisonly the physicd means
tothisspiritud end, not theend initsdlf.

God sent Jesus Chrigt asthe manifestation

of God'sdesign for man. Hereveded the
nature of the connection between man and
the supernatural rellm Jesus called the King-
dom of God. “And the Word becameflesh
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His
glory, theglory asof the only begotten of the
Father, full of graceand truth . . . No one has
seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who isin the bosom of the Father, He
hasdeclared Him” (John 1:14, 18).

What astonished Jesus' contemporaries—
and was rejected by the leadership of the
ancient world—was His message that man
can enter the divine realm, the Kingdom of
God. They rejected that teaching largely
becauseit required aconversion and com-
mitment to God, a repentance from the self-
ish, greedy, grasping naturein every one of
us. In Hisday, just like today, people didn’t
want to hear about their ultimate problem
and God's solution.

The heart of our problemisthat man must
receive adivine nature not to be found in the
human genome. It's our only way out of a
death trap of man’s own making.

Jesus of Nazareth wasthe perfect, living
example of thedivine nature. The Bible
describes Him asthe perfect reflection of God
the Father made vishleto theworld: “Long
ago God spoketo our ancestorsin many and
variouswaysby the prophets, but inthese last
dayshehasspokentousby aSon... Heis
thereflection of God'sglory and the exact
imprint of God'svery being” (Hebrews 1:1-3,
New Revised Standard Verson).

Jesus said He was the model God sent
for anew life: “1 am the way, thetruth, and
thelife’ (John 14:6). Theworld crucified

Why the Human Genome Project?
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physical perfection of the human race. Through decoding

the human genome scientists hope, among other things, to
discover the causes for many diseases, develop new treatments and
cures and slow or reverse the aging process.

Already researchers on the Human Genome Project have iden-
tified genetic disorders responsible for cystic fibrosis and some
types of cervical, stomach and testicular cancer, among other dis-
eases. Scientists regularly announce similar discoveries as they dig
ever more deeply into our genetic makeup.

But will the Human Genome Project produce only good fruit?

We might ask ourselves: What happens when men and women
try to reach physical perfection as the ultimate goal of existence?
Already the deciphering of the secrets of genes has motivated par-
ents to abort unborn fetuses with abnormal genetic profiles. In a
society that each year aborts more than a million unborn, mostly
for convenience, temptations for genetically motivated abortions
are continually increasing. Even when there is no proven genetic
defect but only the potential for genetically undesirable children,

One goal of the genetic revolution certainly appears to be the
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pressure has been applied to terminate pregnancies.

At the other extreme we see an increasing trend toward creat-
ing “designer babies” by customizing personal genetic traits such
as looks, abilities, height, intelligence and hair and eye color.
An enterprising American businessman even set up a Web site
offering—for a fee few could afford—eggs from attractive models
whose photos were shown on the site.

Genetic discrimination is a real possibility. Will companies
screen potential employees and deny jobs or insurance to those
with genetic predisposition to some diseases? Ultimately, chil-
dren could be sorted into social classes or career tracks based on
career potential.

Although the Human Genome Project offers the potential for
tremendous good, it opens a Pandora’s box of troubling moral
and ethical issues. In his book Remaking Eden: How Genetic Engi-
neering and Cloning Will Transform the American Family, Prince-
ton University professor Lee Silver asserts that “the use of
reprogenic technologies is inevitable. For better and worse, a
new age is upon us."”



Him. But He then became the pattern of the
supernatural resurrection for each of usif
wefollow Himinto the Kingdom of God.

The Bible describes the ultimate purpose
of life as entering this Kingdom, another
realm of existence. Jesusfocused on this
theme throughout His ministry (Mark
1:14-15). It remains amessage just as
relevant asit was 2,000 years ago.

At the heart of the messageisthe story of
afamily—not the family of man, to which
al of usbelong courtesy of our amazing
genetic heritage, but the family of God!

God's purpose for us

The gpogtle John summarizes God's
ultimate purposefor uswith thesewords
“Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed on us, that we should be called
children of God! Thereforetheworld does
not know us, becauseit did not know Him.
Beloved, now weare children of God; and it
hasnot yet been revealed what we shall be, but
we know that when Heisreveded, weshall be
likeHim, for we shdl seeHim asHeis And
everyonewho hasthishopein Him purifies
himsdlf, just asHeispure’ (1 John 3:1-3).

Sadly, even Chridtianity isin total confu-
sion about His message. You, however, don't
need to be.

Just asyou can know Jesus Chrigt’s origi-
nal message, He can become the model for
the transformation of your life. Heisthe
standard, the pattern, not just for thisphys-
cal life, but for the spiritual perfection and
immortality God will freely giveto those
willing to believe Him and take Him up on
Hisoffer. Heisthe bridge between the mar-
vel of the human genome and the far more
awvesome spiritua genome availableto us
inthe Kingdom of God.

Areyouinterested in God'sgenome proj-
ect?It'sintheBible Anditisgood newd Gn

Recommended Reading

You can learn much more about
God'splanfor eternd lifeand the
future of humanity—afuturefar more
exciting and inspiring than that pre-
dicted by scientists’ ambitions. To
discover thetruth of what God hasin
dtore, be sureto request the free book-
letsWhat |'s Your Destiny?, What
Happens After Death?, The Gospel
of theKingdomand The Road to
Eternal Life. Writeto any of our
officeslisted on page 2 or download
any of these publicationsfrom our
Web ste at www.gnmagazine.org.
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Farzedize?

dered who we are and how we are able to provide The Good News
free to anyone who requests it.

Simply put, The Good Newrs is provided by people—people from all walks
of life, from all over the world.

But those people share a goal: to proclaim the gospel of the coming King-
dom of God to all the world as a witness and to teach all nations to observe
what Christ commanded (Matthew
24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming
the same message Jesus Christ
brought: the wonderful good news
of the coming Kingdom of God
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke
4:43, 8:1). Gospel means “good
news,” and from this The Good News
gets its name.

The message Jesus brought truly
is good news: the answer to all man-
kind's problems. Through the pages of The Good News and various booklets
(also free) we show the biblical answers to the dilemmas that have defied
human solution and threaten the very survival of humankind.

We are committed to taking that message to the entire world, sharing
the truth of God's purpose and plan for us as taught by Christ. Jesus also told
His followers, “Freely you have received, freely give”

: (Matthew 10:8). He freely shared this
| message with us; we freely share it with

all who ask.
Jesus also commanded His followers
to feed His sheep (John 21:15-17). To fulfill
W this command, the United Church of God
| has congregations and ministers around
| the world. In these congregations believers
assemble to be instructed from the Scrip-
tures and to fellowship. For locations and times of services in your area, write
or call us at the addresses listed on page 2. Visitors are always welcome.

W ho is behind The Good News magazine? Many readers have won-

For additional information, you can use your computerto /|
4

access our Web site on the Internet. The address www. |
gnmagazine.org gives you access to general information, |
back issues of The Good News, booklets and more. i

i
e

United Church of God

an International Association
www.gnmagazine.org
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Man has made great strides in technology and medicine, raising the hope
that human immortality may be just around the corner. How have these
advances come about, and what do they mean for you?

by Larry Walker

rom our earliest history, mortal man has

sought in vain for immortality. Spanish

explorer Ponce de Lebn isfamousfor his
futile search for the fountain of youth.

Most other names arelost in history. The
searchers had one thing in common: They al failed.
Medical scienceison a path that somefeel will
succeed in ending human mortality by reversing—
or at least drastically slowing—the aging process.

Can science extend our lifespansinto hundreds, or
maybe even thousands, of years? Somethink it'sonly
amatter of time. A recent spate of books and maga:
zine articles claimstheat this and other remarkable

prospects are possible for the near future.

Progress in the battle against aging

Over the last century advancesin medical science
have extended life expectancy far beyond the
proverbia threescore and ten. Life expectanciesin
the United Statesin 1900 were only 48.3 yearsfor
men and 51.1 for women. By the mid-1950s they
had increased to 66.0 for men and 71.7 for women.
By 1996 the figures had risen to 75.7 and 82.7.

The U.S. population includes more than 50,000
people who have lived past 100 years of age, and the
number of people who reach that milestone doubles
every 10 years. People over the age of 85 congtitute
the fastest-growing segment of the population.
Similar figures exist in other devel oped nations.

Now, for thefirst time, prognosticators proclaim
that an end to the aging process may soon be within
reach. “ The Coming Triumph Over Aging” isthe
title of thefirst chapter of a 1998 book, Cheating
Death, by Marvin Cetron and Owen Davies.

The Good News

In the preface to his book Immortality: How Sci-
ence |s Extending your Life Span—and Changing
the World, aso written in 1998, author Ben Bova
predicts: “. . . Human immortality isno longer a
fantasy or adream but may be achievable within
thisgeneration.” The book boldly concludes. “ The
first immortals are already living among us. You
might be one of them” (p. 251).

What isthe basisfor such hopeful predictions?Are
such previoudy unthinkable life spans on the horizon?
If s0, what challengeswill they posefor future gen-
erations? Doesthe Bible offer insght on thistopic?

Progress in biological science

Theincreasing length of human life can largely
be credited to advancesin the hedlth sciences. Fun-
damental advancesin medicine and sanitation have
al but eliminated smallpox and other diseasesthat
wiped out thousands of livesin years past. (Regret-
tably, thisgood newsis partialy offset by the fact
that degenerative diseases such as cancer and heart
disease continue to exact aheavy toll in human suf-
fering, in spite of the sophisticated equipment and
vast array of medical procedures available.)

Science has made astounding achievementsin
developing prosthetics and transplants as ameans
of replacing diseased organs and other damaged
body parts. Thefirst successful heart transplant
datesto 1967. Daoctors can replace many other
organs, sometimes morethan one at atime. The
main limitation seemsto be lack of organ donors,
but the controversial cloning process promises
to cometo the rescue by devel oping healthy
replacement tissue in the laboratory.

Oneisreminded of alinefromtheold TV series,
The Sx Million Dollar Man: “We can rebuild him;
we have the technology.” Yesterday’s fanciful Six
Million Dollar Man and the Bionic \Woman may
befictional prototypes of future real people.

Understanding aging
As awesome as this technology may seem,
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transplant surgery deals merely withthe abad dream” (Bova, p. 123).

* Restoration of youthful functions
(ascientific fountain of youth).

« Extension of life span and perhaps
even physical immortality.

Of courseit will taketime for any

effects of accidents, disease and aging.
Scientists are gaining information on
how aging and diseases occur, with the
hope of learning how to reverse them.

Researchers have learned much about
processes that occur in cellsto bring
on aging. Two theories have
emerged—entropic (wearing out)
and telomeric (death by design).

Aging and reproduction seem to
be universally connected throughout
most forms of life, whether they be
microscopic one-celled organisms
or human beings. Life and vitality
appear to be designed to peak at
thetime of procreation and decline
theresfter.

It appearsthat a self-limiting pro-
gramisbuilt into our genes. Like
computer viruses, substances within
our bodies attack and destroy cells
to bring on aging and eventua desth.
Scientiststry to locate, understand
and turn off the aging switches built
into living organisms.

Experimentsinvolving melatonin,
antioxidants, freeradicalsand the
growth hormone somatrophin have
yielded interesting resultsin labora-
tory tests. Lives of test animashave
sgnificantly increased. The prospects
for human life are yet to be deter-
mined, asarerisksand sde effects.

In 1986 ateam of scientists
embarked on the most extensive sci-
entific research project ever under-
taken. The Human Genome Project
seeksto map the genes of the human
body and their functions. Genes are
the master blueprints of our cells.
They contain codesthat regulate
al of life'sfunctions. The human
genome isthe scientific term for the
composite genetic material of the
human body. Close to 100,000 genes
must be analyzed and described to
complete this encyclopedic effort.

Prospects and possibilities

When the project is complete, the
next step will be to determine how to
use the resulting knowledge to manipu-
late body processes for practical bene-
fits. Potential benefits areimpressive:

« Early detection (by genetic pre-
disposition) and possible elimination
of disease.

» Slowing or eliminating aging. Ben
Bovapredicts, “Aging will evaporate like

of these benefitsto become available.
S0, in the meantime, these mind-
stretching possibilities have spawned
the practice of cyronics—the freezing
of dead bodieswith liquid nitrogen

in hopes of future restoration to life
and health, perhaps even immortality,
viamedical and scientific methods

such as those mentioned above.

Problems of the postmortal era

However, even with the most opti-
mistic outcome of current and future
developments, the prospect of physical
immortality, or even greatly
extended life spans, poses
ahost of challenges and problems.
They include:

» Medical limitations. At this
point the best medical science can
hopefor isto dow the process of
aging or prevent degth by disease
and old age; death by injury would
still loom over humanity.

Knowing about genes does not
confer the ability to manipulate
them any more than drawing a
blueprint guarantees how or if a
house will be built. Genestake
orders from elsewhere; they don’t
initiate them. Scientists must still
analyze genetic interaction with
ahost of environmental factors.
Until researcherslearn more about
root causes of disease, there may
be aneed for periodic adjustments,
which could be very costly.

Tampering with the delicate
intricacies of cellular interaction
could produce amedical Franken-
stein’'s monster of uncontrolled cell
growth—in aword, cancer.

 Economic considerations.
Thefinancia cost of extending
life could limit its benefits to the
wedlthy. On the other hand, if treat-
ment becomes readily available,
many other economic challenges
will arise. Longer life spanswould
result in people needing to work
indefinitely. Retirement would
have to be postponed or even elimi-
nated. Insurance, pension plans
and retirement income programs
would have to be revamped,
reduced or discontinued.

The ahility to read the genetic
code of an employee or potentia
employee could result in layoffsand
refusasto hireaswell asinsurance
denidsand higher premium costs.

A massive transformation of the
medical industry also threatens as con-
ventional medical treatment becomes
obsolete.

« Population problems. Aslife spans
increase, which they most surely will,
overpopulation will exact a greater toll
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on dwindling natural resources. Birth-
control measureswill become ever
more critical. If man wereto achieve
immortality, how long would it take to
reach a saturation point beyond which
life could not continue?

* Social, cultural, ethical and moral
congderations. A host of socid chal-
lenges would need to be dedlt with, such
asdiscrimination against the poor, elderly
and diseased unable to afford life exten-
sion. And, on the other hand, dis-
crimination no doubt would be
directed against those who for
philosophical, ethical or religious |
reasons choose not to extend :
their lives by scientific means.

* Religious and philosophical
issues. If science were able
to offer physical immortality,
what religious and philosophi-
cal challengeswould such
an offer pose? The meaning of
life would change. The limita-
tions of physical life provide
boundaries and parameters that
definelife aswe know it. As
King Solomon wrote almost
3,000 years ago: “ To everything
thereisaseason, . . . atimeto
be born, and atimeto die’
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-2).

What if life goes on indefi-
nitely?\What will futureimmor-
talsdo with all that time? Golfing
for eternity, even for thosewho
could afford it, would soon grow
stale and boring. Meaning and
purposein lifewould become
avital necessity for happiness.

The prospect of physical
immortality poses amajor
chalengeto religion. Marvin
Cetron asks, “Will religion
still have something to offer
people whose salvation isas
near asthe local pharmacy?’ (Cheating
Death, p. 15).

The age of enlightenment led many to
look to science, discounting the need for
God. The prospect of immortality could
result in aquantum leap into the arms
of medical science. Would immortality
from the realm of science deal adeath
blow to religion?

Biblical perspective on immortality

Will God allow scientists to manipu-
late the genetic code to presume to offer
eternal lifein the flesh? Computer

10 The Good News

programmers construct databases with
gridsthat allow flexibility but prevent
fundamental changes. Has God written
genetic codes that cannot be changed?
Or isthere no limit to what He will
allow man to accomplish?

Before attempting to answer this
question, let’s back up and put the
matter into aspiritual perspective. Any
attempt to gain eternal life apart from
the plan of God is doomed to fail.

Man's quest for eternal life began
long before Ponce de Ledn. The poten-
tial for immortality dates back to Adam
and Evein the Garden of Eden. God
offered eternd life through the tree of
life (Genesis 3:22). Death would be the
penalty for partaking of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.

Satan’sfirst lie to mankind was that
man would not die but would gain
knowledge by taking of the forbidden
tree (Genesis 3:1-5). He managed to
convince Eve. Adam went along with
hiswife, and the course of history was

set. Ever since, man has sought eternal
life by means of the tree of knowledge,
reaping amixture of good and evil
results. The latest advancesin scientific
knowledge are no exception.

Can man avoid death forever?

Because of sin, death isinevitable for
al mankind (Romans 5:12; Hebrews
9:27). God has designed the human body
to conform to the limits of mortality. The
body beginsits demise after
peaking during the reproductive
years. Genetic researchers
observe this planned obsoles-
cenceat thecdlular level as
they continue their determined
research into waysto ater the
genetic code.

Will God alow man to
reverse the aging process
and liveforever? It's possible
man could make great strides
toward that end. Note that
after theincident at the tower
of Babel—ahuman attempt
to thwart God's plan and
punishment for sn—God's
response was, “Now nothing
that they proposeto do will
be withheld from them”
(Genesis 11:6).

Doesthisincludelearning
how to turn off the death switch
a work in our genes?If so,
eternd lifeinthe flesh (or even
agreatly enhanced life span)
will befraught with problems.
In the end, man till cannot
escape death in the plan of God.
Regardless of the longevity of
human life, Jesuswarns usthat
God “isableto destroy body
and soul” (Matthew 10:28).

Conditions at thetime
of theend of thisage are
destined to be like those at the time of
Noah (Matthew 24:37-39). Other than
the handful of lives preserved on the
ark, al flesh was destroyed in the Flood.
Peter speaks of the time when fire will
sweep over the earth to burn “both
the earth and theworksthat arein it
(2 Peter 3:10-12). So, regardless of how
long medical science might be ableto
extend human life, the timewill come
when nothing physica will remain.

God's plan for eternal life
The good newsisthat God plansto

Artville



destroy deeth and once again offer
immortality to mankind. However, it
won't be through scientific advances, but
through a resurrection fromthe grave.
The entire 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians
is devoted to thisavesome topic.

Our physical existenceisonly
temporary. The ultimate destiny of
mankind is eternal life in the family
of God—by Hisdesign, not man’s. He
revealsthat our limited physical bodies
will be instantaneoudly transformed
from mortal flesh to immortal spirit
(1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 33-54;
Philippians 3:20-21; 1 John 3:1-3).

No transplants, artificial parts, drugs
or therapies are required!

Revelation 21:4 assures us that desath,
disease, even pain and sorrow will
evaporate like abad dream (to borrow
the words of a previous quote). God's
version of eternd lifewill befreely
given and availableto all who follow
Him (John 4:9-10, 14; Revelation
21:6; 22:17).

Therewill be no need for amedical
industry or insurance. Lifewill be
meaningful and busy. We will work
without tiring—or retiring (John 5:17).
There will be no need for income.
Socid security will be replaced by
spiritual security, compliments of
Almighty God.

All socia, culturd, ethical, moral
and spiritua problemswill be elimi-
nated (Revelation 21:27; 22:14-15).
Population problems and overcrowding
will not be anissuein the New Heav-
ensand New Earth. God's plan more
than meets the challengeto religion.
God hasincomparably moreto offer
than the local pharmacy could ever
hope to provide.

Eterna lifeis more than a chronolog-
ical matter. Immortality without mean-
ing and purpose would be acurse. The

Bible's offer of eternd lifeincludes

an intimate relationship with the great
“1 Am,” the Author and Designer of life
(John 17:3).

Looking into the future

Regrettably, welivein the dark ages
spiritudly (John 1:5; 9:4). Although
scientific and technological knowledge
abounds, mankind utterly lacks spiritua
truth (2 Timothy 3:7). Thisconditionis
destined to change drameatically. The

Com puter More

WE.‘

grestest age of enlightenment isyet to be g .~

ushered in, at the return of Jesus Christ.

God'sWord tells usthat “the earth
shall befull of the knowledge of the
Lorp asthe waters cover the sed
(Isaiah 11:9). Life on earth will take
on exciting new meaning as mankind
learnsto live according to and enjoy
the blessings of God's perfect law of
liberty (Isaiah 2:1-4; James 1:25). All
will come to know God's plan for
immortality—eterna lifein His
glorious Kingdom.

In the meantime, science will con-
tinue to find ways to expand the quan-
tity and quality of human life. Time
will tell how much science can
improve hedlth and longevity. But
all that ultimately will paleinto
insignificance by the plan of God.

Can scientists give us hundreds
or possibly even thousands of years
of life? They certainly will try. But, even
if mankind achieves remarkable break-
throughs, physica immortality from the
hand of man will include al the prob-
lemsand pain of our present life—and
more of them spread over more years.
The gpostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:19
tellsusthat hope limited to this physica
lifeindeed would be a pitiable existence.
Any scientific development isacheap
substitute compared to eternd lifein
the Kingdom of God. 6w

Recommended Reading

You can learn much more about God's plan for eternal life and the future of
humanity—afuture far more exciting and inspiring than that predicted by sci-
entists ambitions. To discover the truth of what God hasin store, be sureto
request the free booklets What |'s Your Destiny?, What Happens After Death?,
The Gospel of the Kingdomand The Road to Eternal Life.

Thetheme of immortality iswoven throughout seven annua observances
reveded in the Bible, celebrationsthat offer aglimpse of God'sgreat plan as
“ashadow of thingsto come’ (Colossians 2:16-17). Be sureto request our
booklet God's Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind to help
you glean the precious nuggets of truth embedded in these days.

- *M' J:""' . rl‘\-"%-
I fyou like The Good News magazine,

you'll love The Good News Web site
at www.gnmagazine.org.

You'll find past issues of The Good
News, each packed with articles about
world trends and events, family and
social issues, prophecy in the news

and The Good News’ eye-opening,
in-depth perspective of the Bible.

There's much more, too. Explore our
large library of booklets covering a wide |
variety of biblical, family and social issues |
and themes. Take a look at our publi- i
cations in other languages—Spanish,

German, ltalian,
French and Dutch (and feel free to share
them with a friend overseas).

We've recently added a new search
tool so you can find material on any
subject you want—marriage, family,

prophecy, you name it. Feel free to

download all these to your own com-
puter so you can study them in depth,
or request your own printed copies to

P be mailed to you.
Gty hpicti :
Wi '_’:-":vf,{?:': "&!H l:f*:-’??j While you're there,
be sure to take a

look at our sister publications, Virtual
Christian Magazine (available only

biblical teachings, current events, i
on the Internet at :

WORLD NEWS
imd PROPHECY

R Forppriees on e Froes

www.vcmagazine.org)
and World News and

Prophecy. You'll find
them filled with helpful articles much
like those you enjoy in The Good News.

Make your computer more productive
| today—visit www.gnmagazine.org.
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Disgusting developments in Britain

“Sex, Sex and More Sex[on TV], and
Very Little Sense.” “Film Censors
to Let Teenagers See ‘More
Sex.” “Why Nice Girls Like to
Strip [for charity].” “Come
On, Own Up, We All Like
aBitof Sex on the Telly.”

“TV . Ads. for Escort

Girls.” "Judge Clears
Real-Life Sex Videos for
Sale in Britain.” “Porn
Sellers Are Setting the
Standards.” “A Good
Reason to Stop Being
Hypocritical About Porn.”
Moral values and stan-
dards aren’t getting-any better
in Britain as judged by the above
recent ‘article ‘titles: from respected
national newspapers. Perhaps most jarring is that the sur-
prising advocacy for immoral behavior reflected in these
headlines emanates from opinion shapers long thought to
be proponents of traditional moral values.

An Independent on Sunday opinion piece is typical: “The
net [Internet] is making adult entertainment one of the
world’s biggest businesses. Britain should get real.” The aston-
ishing feature then went on to say: “The international adult
entertainment industry has never had it so good. Pornography
is becoming part of popular culture, and:it is still the only
business that can consistently turn a profit on the net.”

Blatant greed for money is viewed as the basis for so-called
moral standards in Britain. This feature continued: “When it
comes to the business of web-based adult entertainment, the
British are frozen in a kind of moral dark age by a govern-
ment that refuses to consider an overhaul of ambiguous and
outdated obscenity laws.. . . Britain stands alone in Europe in

“Welcome to a brave new Britain where
the rights of a few pornographers are
considered more important than the
protection of childhood innocence.”

outlawing [hard core] pornography . ... The size and revenues
of adult entertainment companies on the continent and in
the U.S. are often understated.”

We can be thankful a few voices in Britain still lament this
abominable situation. We could not express it better than a
recent Daily Mail editorial: "Welcome to a brave new Britain
where the rights of a few pornographers are considered more
important than the protectionof childhood innocence. With
the blessing of the High Court, videos showing explicit . . . sex
[previously prevented by law] are to be made readily available
to the public ... The most profound human experiences of

verview
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love and commitment are being systematically demeaned.
And what is even more depressing is that nobody in politics,
the law or the liberal establishment seems to have the wis-
dom, conviction or courage to call a halt” (Sources: The Inde-
pendent on Sunday, The Daily Mail [all London].)

Marriage and divorce

The disgusting advocacy for bad behavior described above
has spilled over into almost every aspect of morality in
Britain. A recent feature article in a national paper was titled
“Marriage Lesson One: Divorce,” followed by the drophead:
“Finally, reality is kicking in: most relationships do not last
forever. We need to learn to deal with the real world.”

Another feature explained "why we're on the run from
commitment.” Finally. we read that "lesbian affairs are the
cause of more marriage breakups [in Britain] . . . Because
men can’'t understand their needs, women feel they. are
much better off with a woman who can.”

Much of the advice doled out to the British public is pure
poison. No nation can permanently survive this kind of break-
down in attitudes and behavior. Rationalizing such moral
and spiritual degradation by calling it “the real world” will
inevitably lead to dire consequences for any society that
condones-and accepts such behavior.

We desperately need to learn the other side of the story—
the right side: Please request your personal copies of the two
free booklets The Ten Commandments and Making Life Work.
They are available from any of our offices listed on page 2 or
from our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org. (Sources: The
Independent on Sunday, The Sunday Telegraph [all London].)

Disorder on the increase in England

The crime correspondent of The Daily Telegraph recently
wrote: “Falling police numbers have created deep problems
in the inner cities with violence and disorder amounting to
‘anarchy’ outside pubs and clubs at night in London, Leeds,
Liverpool and' Manchester.” These' are four of England’s
major population centers.

Some city forces are policing difficult areas with only half
of the officers available five years ago. For this and other rea-
sons (notably the general breakdown of society), mindless
thuggery is on the increase in England.

Symbolic of the inclinations of British society were:the
thousands of dollars’ worth of damage caused to a London
bus by rioting students. The indignant head of the bus com-
pany. reacted by personally driving the vehicle to the school
and showing the headmaster the massive damage to its
interior. Then he promptly canceled all runs to the school.

Of particular concern were the London riots of May 1
when officers of the metropolitan police squared off against
4,000 anticapitalist protesters near the houses of Parliament.
But, before these violent rioters were fully brought under
control, they had managed to deface Winston Churchill’s
statue in Parliament Square as well as a war memorial in the
area—both historic symbols of Britons’ willingness to protect
their national integrity.
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Sir Winston was a national hero credited with being one
of the most important World War Il leaders who helped save
the world from fascism. In many people’s minds he was
Britain’s man of the century. Yet thugs desecrated his statue
by daubing it-with- word murderer.

Daily Mail columnist Lynda Lee-Potter commented: “This vile
anarchic army-of would-be destroyers was recruited through
the internet. The potential viciousness on the day appealed to
every failure, every embittered useless troublemaker and yob
inthe land. .. The genuine protesters were totally swamped by
those who had destruction in their hearts.”

Awhole generation in Britain has not learned even the most
basic of biblical teachings—the Ten Commandments. We are

Sir Winston Churchill was a national
hero. Yet thugs desecrated his statue by
daubing it with the word murderer.

reaping the bitter fruits of our careless neglect. (Sources: The
Daily Mail, The Economist, The Daily Telegraph [all London].)

The cure for violence

Violent assaults remain a troubling aspect of life on the
other side of the Atlantic as well. A problem in:Texas public
schools is a case in point. Last year school officials recorded
nearly 51,000 assaults against students by other students.
Another 3,800 incidents.of assault were reported against the
teachers, and 500 guns were confiscated from pupils.

The: State of Texas had already formed a 22-member
school-violence task force after the school murders in
Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado. At the center
of the Texas committee’s recommendations are character-
education programs. It was wisely recognized at the onset
that personal character ‘is the key to the prevention of
violent behavior.

However, character must first be taught in the nation’s
homes by responsible parents. Teachers cannot make up for
parental neglect. By age 6 much of a child’s character is
already formed; and even teachers imbued with the wisdom
of Solomon and the patience of Job are hard pressed to deal
effectively with neglected children. (Source: The Corpus
Christi Caller-Times.)

Humanity held hostage to missile threat

Magazine articles catch the eye, particularly one that
begins: A decade after the end of the Cold War there are still
550 ballistic missiles buried in America’s landscape. And with
them are the missileers, the young Air Force elite who are
always ready to do the unthinkable.” This was recently pub-
lished in The Times Magazine in London (Saturday supple-
ment), and of course the number does not take into account
America’s missile strike force carried by nuclear submarines.

The quote itself becomes even more important when
considered with part of another article printed in The Los

the World

Angeles Times. "Those details, published by the Bulletin of
Atomic Scientists, reveal that the United States has encour-
aged Russia to keep its entire strategic nuclear force of
about 3,000 missiles on hair-trigger alert as a way to reduce
Moscow's anxiety about a U.S. missile defense system. The
U.S. system, however, would be designed to counter no
more than a small fraction of Russia’s arsenals.”

Undoubtedly those who man the controls in both coun-
tries are well trained and balanced. Safety requirements are
no doubt stringent. As Maj. Rick' McAlister, a senior Air Force
instructor, said: "Every time you go out on alert, this Wing,
this country, this world is depending on you to do your job
perfect—not close enough, but perfect.”

This is a stark reminder of what we too often forget: We
live in'a world that at‘any given time is potentially only min-
utes away from nuclear warfare capable of devastating much
of the globe. We are held hostage to our supersophisticated
nuclear weaponry.

In spite of years of effort, utopia has not.come-—and a
war-minded world populace cannot bring it about. That's
why the world desperately needs the gospel of the Kingdom
of God. God's good news heralds the personal intervention
of Jesus Christ and the beginning of His reign, bringing the
peaceful world tomorrow when all of mankind will lay down
its weapons (Isaiah 2:4; Micah 4:3). No longer will we be
under constant threat from our own technology. (Sources:
The Times Magazine [London], The Los Angeles Times).

Why bad news in' The Good News?

Speaking of the state of the world just before His return,
Jesus Christ said our planet will experience "a time of great
distress; such as there has never been before since the begin-
ning of the world, and will never be again” (Matthew 24:21,
Revised English Bible).

The United Church of God, whose members and support-
ers provide the financial backing for The Good News and
other publications, proclaims the good news of the imminent
return of Jesus of Nazareth. This section of the magazine
reports on some of the consequences of human behavior
leading to the very conditions Jesus described: a dangerous
world of chaos, confusion and apprehension in which man

The world is filled with bad news. Yet the
future holds incredible promise: Christ’s
return to establish the Kingdom of God.

faces the terrifying possibility of extinction (verse 22).

The world is filled with bad news. Yet the future holds
incredible promise: Christ’s return to establish the Kingdom
of God (Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 11:15), ushering in a time
of peace, prosperity and plenty during which all people will
at last learn to live God's way of life. This truly is good news
on which you can stake your future.

—John Ross Schroeder
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Africa;: What's Behind the
Zimbabwe Land Crisis?

When we examine the causes of widespread tragedies,
we shouldn't ignore the impact of people’s decisions and actions.

Almost all of the
former European
colonies had been
food exporters in
colonial times. In a
remarkable and

tragic reversal,

today almost all

14

are food
importers.

The Good News

by Melvin Rhodes

heword famineisindelibly associated with

Africa Harrowing pictures of African babies

with distended bellies, their faces covered in

flies, skeletd bones showing through their skin,

held by motherstoo exhausted to stand up,
haunt our television screensagain as parts of Africa
seethereturn of famine. Much of African agriculture
isincriss.

On the same news bulletins have been occasiondl
reports of thousands of squatterstaking over prosper-
ouscommercid farmsin theAfrican nation of Zim-
babwe, crying out for land taken from their ancestors
more than a.century ago.

These news digpatches are connected. We need to
understand how.

African history lesson

Twenty-fiveyearsago | livedin Zimbabwein a
farming community in Matabeleland. Zimbabwe
was then known as Rhodesia. Thewhite commercia
farmersinthe areawere mostly the descendants of
British and South African settlerswho had arrived
inthe colony inthe 1890sand early 1900s, just as
the Matabele themsalves had moved into the area
earlier inthe 19th century. The white settlers had
worked hard to develop their farms. They werethe
backbone of Rhodesia s economy, exporting their
firg-classagriculturd productsto other nations. They
spearheaded the devel opment of Rhodesia, whose
citizens—black and white alike—then enjoyed the
highest standard of living on the continent.

But it was not to last. Thewinds of change that
swept through Africain the 1960stook away the
security of the descendants of these early settlers.
They had lived under the Rhodesian flag within the
security of the British Empirefor so long they were
taken aback when London decided to dismantleits
empireand return control of their African colonies
to theindigenous peoples.

They were so taken aback they, in fact, rebelled
againg England and declared their own indepen-
dencein 1965. Thiswasthefirst time any colony had
done o since the American coloniesbroke away in
1776. Thecivil war that followed took itstall onthe

whitefarmersand their black African workers. Tens
of thousands died in the seven-year conflict that
began the birth pangs of the new nation.

Control of the government passed to theindige-
nousAfrican mgority in 1980. Twenty years|ater
Zimbabweisdill led by the man who was elected its
first leader. Corruption, nepotism and bad manage-
ment have taken their toll on the nation and its peo-
ples. By some estimatesthe standard of living of the
average black Zimbabwean has dropped by 20 per-
cent. Tens of thousands of the minority Ndebeletribe
have been massacred, and two thirds of the settlers
of European descent have left—leaving only 70,000
whitesin the country, 4,000 of whom arefarmers.

Thesefarmersare till the maingtay of the Zim-
babwean economy. Their tobacco and food products
pay for essential imports, including fuel.

Land reform has dways been an issue. Demands
for redigtribution of land fueled the flames of the
civil war. Twenty yearsafter its conclusion, veterans
of thewar and many not old enough to remember the
conflict areforcing theissue, reminding theworld
thet their ancestral land wastaken away by thewhite
settlers—and now they want it back.

The chalengefor Zimbabweliesinasmplefact:
Any sudden acquisition of thewhite farmlandsor
exodus of thewhite minority will deal asevere blow
to the country’s economy.

Not all farming is alike

Thefarmers of European descent are known as
commercia farmers, while most indigenousAfrican
farmers are subsistence farmers. The differenceis
that, while the native black population grows only
enough food to meet its own needs, the white farm-
ersoperate on alarger scale, growing food to sell
and export. Their food surpluses have fed the mgjor-
ity black-African population for decades and paid
the country’simport bill. The gap between the com-
mercia and subsistence farmersisacultura gap,
onethat isnot easy to bridge.

Thisproblemisnot just aZimbabwean one. All
over Africa, as European-descended settlers left after
former European colonies gained independence,
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A tremendous cultural gap divides Zimbabwe’s black and white
farmers. White-owned commercial farms, like the one at left,
provide Zimbabwe with the bulk of its agricultural output and

exports. If those farmers are forced out, much
revert to subsistence farms, like those at right, likely leading to
widespread food shortages and famine.
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of the land will

food crises have resulted. Fifty yearsago
Britain’sAfrican colonies comprised abigger
land areathan the United States.

Almogt dl of the colonies had been food
exportersin colonia times. Inaremarkable
and tragic reversd, today dmost dl arefood
importers. Although thisis partly because
of arapidly growing populaion, even ashort-
term visitor to Africasoon seesthat much of
therichagriculturd landisnot in usewhile
peopletry to eke out an existence on $10 or
$20 amonth.

Prophecies of agricultural blessings

TheBritish colonies, inAfricaand ese-
where, dong with the self-governing domin-
ionsof Audtrdia, Canada, New Zedand and
South Africa, comprisethe prophesied “mul-
titude of nations’ promised to Ephraim, son
of thehiblica patriarch Joseph, in Genesis
48:19. The descendants of hisbrother,
Manasseh, were to become the greatest
single nation on the face of the earth—the
United States of America

Interestingly, these prophecieswereto be
fulfilledin“thelast days’ (Genesis49:1), not
inthetime of the patriarchsthemselves. The
British Empire and Commonwealth, together
with the United States, was prophesied to
play akey roleinworld events at atime lead-
ing up to the second coming of the Messiah.

Genesis49:22 says of the descendants of
Joseph and histwo sonsthat they would be
a“fruitful bough by awell, whose branches
run over thewd.” Using agricultural sym-
bolism, God reveded that these nations were
to bring great development to the many parts
of theworld into which they would spread.
They would be major food producers, with
their surpluses hel ping to feed the world.

Asthe United States spread westward
inthe 19th century and the British Empire
expanded around the world during the ful-
fillment of these prophesied blessings, fami-
liesmoved onto availableland and began
to produce the food that hel ped feed the
industrid revolution.

Family farms could be found dl over the
English-speaking world. The names of their
ownerswere often the same asthe names of
ownerson the other side of the planet. Even
their smal farming communities had the
samenames. The colonid erachanged the
face of farming. The small plots of land that
their parents had |ft behind in Britain and
on the continent of Europewere replaced by
massive farms measuring in the thousands of
acres. Inmany cases, asinthe United States,
they utilized virgin farmland that had not
been used before for agriculture.

Today family farmsare under threat
everywhere, not only intheformer African
colonies. Intheformer British territories of
South Africa, hundreds of farmersand their
familieshave been killed under the same
pressures asthe farmersin Zimbabwe. In
the United States severd hundred family
farms per week go out of business, primarily
due to economic pressure and urban sprawl.
In Michigan, wherel live, dmost onemillion
acresof farmland per year arelogt to develop-
ment, whilethe average age of famersis
amog 60. Drought and other bad weather
conditions have severdly hampered operations
of farmersin North Americaand Audrdia

Government policiesintended to help
farmers often cometoo late or only make
thingsworseafew yearslater. British farmers
have suffered setbacks asaresult of British
membership of the European Union. Euro-

pean Common Agricultural Policy favorsthe
smaller, low-productivity farms on the Con-
tinent at the expense of the high-intensity
farmersin the United Kingdom. Bureaucracy
drivesfarmersout of business.

Some have resorted to suicide. Suicide
hotlines have been set up for farmersin vari-
ouspartsof theworld. Othersfed that they
arelooked down upon by aworld thet favors
industry and cities at the expense of farmers
and rurd communities. After dl, most voters
livein the big urban centers.

Asin Zimbabwe, where will the food
comefrominthefuture?

A biblical lesson in agricultural
management

TheBiblegivesusahistorica account of
the farsighted genius of the patriarch Joseph.
You can read it in Genesis41. When the
pharaoh had adream that troubled him,
Joseph was brought from hisprison cell in
Egypt to interpret the dream. Of course, it
wasredly God who interpreted the dream
for him, as Joseph mede clear to the Egyptian
monarch (verse 16).

In hisdream Pharaoh had seen seven fat
cows coming up out of ariver. Thesewere
soon followed by seven emeciated cows,
which then ate up thefet cattle. He further
saw seven “full and good” earsof corn that
were soon followed by seven that were “with-
ered and blasted with the east wind,” the |atter
devouring the seven good ears of corn.

Theinterpretation of the dream was that
seven plentiful harvestswould befollowed
by seven bad onesthat would destroy the
advances made during the good times. Verse
32 showstheat the two vis ons confirmed thet
“thething isestablished by God”” It would
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surely cometo pass. Joseph'sadvicetothe
Egyptian ruler wasthat he appoint awise
adminigtrator over the kingdom's agricultura
affarsto make surethat, when the good times
cameto an end, therewould be sufficient food
stocksto provide adequately for the nation
during thetime of famine. Pharaoh saw the
wisdom of Joseph'sadvice and followed it.

Fast-forwarding severa thousand years,
we seethat the commercid farmerswho

Such shortsightednessis nothing new.
It has been around for thousands of years.
Another story in Genesis provides alesson
for thoseinvolved in theAfrican land criSis.
The patriarch Joseph's grandfather was
I seec, the son of Abraham. Industriouslike
hisfather (and hisfuture descendants) and
blessed by God, Isaac progpered grestly in
andienland, recalving in oneyear “ahun-
dredfold” (Genesis26:12).“. .. Hebecame

Africa is the only continent whose people are worse
off than they were 40 years ago. Much of the blame
lies with their own governments.

unknowingly fulfilled the prophecy of the
“fruitful bough” were men who thought
ahead asdid their ancestor Joseph. They
developed their farmswith their descendants
in mind, wanting to hand over theland to
them and keep their farmsin the family for
generationsto come. Their desirefor family
prosperity contributed to the nationa pros-
perity of thelandsinwhich they lived.

The movement in Zimbabwe toward
expdling white farmersfrom the land shows
an absence of foresght and failsto takeinto
account the cultural difference between com-
mercia farming and traditiona subsistence
farming. Commerciad farmershaveto look
far ahead while subsistence farmersdon't.
Theinevitable result isgreater food shortages
inthoseareasin thefuture, with further
demandsfor food aid from the United States,
Canadaand Augtrdia—nationswhose own
food production must inevitably be affected
by therapid loss of family farms.

Bad decisions bring consequences

Will widespread food shortagesfollow
fromtheAfrican food criss?

In my experiencein Zimbabwe—and dso
inWest Africa, wherefamineswereafre-
quent fact of life—I learned that famineisnot
usually caused by natura disasters. All too
often famineisthe result of mismanagement
and lack of foresight.

Thelong war in poverty-dricken Ethiopia
and Eritreaisone such example. Inthelong
standoff thewarring sides choseto spend
an average of $1 million aday on wesponry
rather than on developing the agricultural
infrastructure of their countries. With another
sverefaminelooming, Western nationsare
understandably hesitant to send morefood aid
to thewar-torn region, especiadly Snce many
of the earlier suppliesnever reached famine
victims. They were pilfered to advancethe
amsof political and military leaders.
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very prosperous. . . for he had possession of
flocksand possessons of herdsand agreat

number of servants. So the Philigtinesenvied
him” (verses 13-14).

One of the reasons | saac had done so well
wasthat he had irrigated hiscropland. The
jealous Philistines stopped up hiswells
(verse 15), and their leader told him to get
out of the country. 1saac moved on, dug new
wells and found the samejeal ousy forced
him to move again and again—until finaly
he found a place where he could stay. There
he again prospered.

Eventually the leader of the Philistines,
Abimelech, visited I saac. Having seen that
God blessed him with abundant agricultura
output, Abimelech sought acovenant with
I saac, an agreement that would dlow Issac
tolivein peace, recognizing that his presence
brought everyone greater prosperity. There
was enough land for them all. PerhapsAbim-
elech’ssubjectswould even learn from Isaac
how to be better farmers.

A question for the future

Before mgjor food shortagesimpact the
nation of Zimbabwe, it would befar better
for dl concerned that asimilar agreement be
worked out. Theissueisnot the need to put
right the mistakes of the colonial era. The
questionisonefor thefuture: how to feed
Zimbabwe's population. Oncethewhite
commercid farmers haveleft, they will not
return—and Zimbabwe' sagriculturd pro-
duction will suffer because of their departure.

Certainly there was much that waswrong
about colonidism. But other partsof the
world have put the colonia erabehind them
and moved on to greater prosperity and
development. Itis40 yearssinceAfricas
colonid eracameto an end. Over recent
decades the continent hasn't progressed but
has gone backwards. It isthe only continent
whose people areworse off than they were

40 years ago. Asmany African commenta:
torsthemsalves are aware, much of theblame
lieswith their own governments.

Whatever thefaults of the colonid erg,
asagenerd rule Britain'sAfrican colonies
enjoyed politica stability and economic
progress during their period of British sover-
eignty. At independence they werevidble
economic entitieswith condtitutions thet had
been agreed upon between the nationalist
partiesthat wanted independence and the
government in London.

After independence, however, in too many
cases written congtitutions were ignored—
leading to endless power strugglesand politi-
ca ingtahility that in turn led to economic
problems. Governments often interfered
inthe marketplace by freezing agriculturd
pricesto protect potentidly troublesome
workersin urban aress. Theresult wasa
severe declinein farming production and
amass exodus off theland.

When land reform hastaken place, it gen-
erdly has not benefited the average citizen.
Large, previoudy prosperousfarmswere
given to prominent politicianswhoseinter-
estswere not in farming. Thiswasthe case
in Zimbabwe.

Jesus words on government in Matthew
20 are sound advice for leadersto consider:
“. .. Whoever desiresto become great
among you, let him be your servant. And
whoever desiresto befirst among you, let
him beyour dave’ (verses 26-27). Idedly,
government existsto serve the people. All
human governmentsfall short inthisregard.

Thereisacrigisin agriculture around the
world. The descendants of farming families
that settled throughout the English-spesking
world inthe 19th and 20th centuriesare
being driven off theland in great numbers.
They helped feed theworld during atime of
rapid population growth, but now world agri-
cultura production isthreatened by their loss.

Governments need to understand thisand
changetheir policiesto encourage these pro-
ductive farmersto continue to producethe
food theworld will need asits population
continuesto grow.

But how do thesetrendsin Africafit into
the overal pattern of world conditions?
Where aredl these problemstaking us?

Bible prophecy revedlsmany of the
answers. To better understand wherethe
world isheaded, request your free copies of
AreWeLiving inthe Time of the End? and
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy. Both
arefreefor the asking from any of our offices
listed on page 2, or you can accessthemon
our Web Steat www.gnmagazine.org. G



What’s My
Purpose Here!

There must be some meaning to
humanity’s mixture of awesome
" abilities and awful atrocities.
What is the ultimate purpose
and meaning of your life?

oL IR

hat would you ask the
Supreme Being if you could
get adirect and immediate
answer?A poll in USA Today
reportsthat the No. 1 question people
would liketo ask God is“What'smy
purpose here?’

With al our technology and sophigtica
tion we dill haven't answered the funda-
mental question of what isthe purpose and
vaue of human life. It seemsHenry David
Thoreau's observation that most peoplelive
livesof “quiet desperation” isall too true.

Where would you even start to discover
the purpose for your life? Can you find it
in psychological tests or philosophy?Apti-
tude tests might help you pinpoint your
abilities. Persondity evaluations could
conceivably help you focus on aspects of
who you are. But the socid sciencescan't
explain why you live.

The place to begin

The complexity and interdependency of
nature around us, the miracle of lifeitsalf,
reved aLife Giver, aCreator. Would it
make sensethat abrilliant Life Giver would
create intelligent beingswithout purpose?
“What'smy purpose here?’ can ultimately
be answered only by the Crestor of life.

Western society claimsto haveitsroots
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by Gary Petty

in Chridtianity, yet the last place many
people search to find purposein lifeisthe
Bible. The Bible revedlsaspecial cregtion
with aspecia purpose. Thefirst book of
the Bibleis Genesis, which smply means
“beginning.” Hereisthe Bible'sfirst sen-
tence: “In the beginning God created the
heavensand the earth.”

God then created aunique biologica
being called man. Genesis 2:7 states,
“And the Lorp God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrilsthe bregth of life; and man became
aliving being.”

Does this mean that man isjust another
animal, different in form but essentially the
same as achimpanzee or other mammal?

The theory of evolution would lead us
to that conclusion, but evolution doesn’t
explain the obvious differences between
humanity and animals. How do we explain
the human ability to create music and
art, discover and use geometry, develop
architecture or invent complex forms of
communication?

Instinct and intellect

A dug or aspider isdriven entirely by
ingtinctive behavior. The more complex
thelife-form, themoreit can learn. Yet the
behaviors of even the supposedly highest
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formsof animasare primarily ingtinctive.
Thisisn't true of humanity.

Mortimer J. Adler, in hisbook Ten
Philosophical Mistakes, makesthe point
that if we compare animalswith man
“aradicd difference appears. Inthedrict
sense of the term ingtinct, the human
species hasno ingincts—no innate, per-
formed patterns of behavior. We have
asmall number of innate reflexes, only
some of which are congenital. We also have
what might be called ingtinctua drivesor
impulses. But in carrying theseimpulses
out, members of the human species behave
inawide variety of ways. They donot al
manifest asingle pattern of behavior, such
aswefindinal membersof aparticular
speciesof bee, ant or termite” (1985, p. 31).

Thisability to reason and make complex
decisions and choose courses of action
makes humansinfinitely different from any
animal. The differences between the quality
or quantity of the human brain and the
brains of other mammals aren't sufficient
to explain the vast differencesin function.
When it comesto size, some mammeals
have larger brainsthan humans while oth-
ershave ahigher brain-to-body ratio than
that of humans.

The difference between other mammals
and human beings—the ahility to reason,
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cregte, communicate emotions, experience
love and empathy—are al aspects of what
wecal themind.

Adler concludes: “ Therelation of the
Sensory powersto the brain and nervous
systemissuch that the degreeto which
an animal species possesses these powers
depends on the size and complexity of its
brain and nervous system. Thisis not the
caseinregard to theintellectua powers.
That the human mind has such powers does
not depend upon the size or complexity of
the human brain. The action of thebrain
isonly anecessary, but not the sufficient,
condition for the functioning of the human
mind and for the operations of conceptua
thought. We do not think with our brains,

has created usin Hislikeness.

Notice what the Bible saysin Job 32:8:
“But thereisaspirit in man, and the breath
of the Almighty giveshim understanding.”
One of thebiblical prophets, Zechariah,
declaresthat God “forms the spirit of man
withinhim” (Zechariah 12:1).

Mankind and animasare both living
“souls,” or beings. Both are subject to
degth, the cessation of life. The difference
isthat man possesses anonphysical compo-
nent called aspirit that impartsindividual-
ity, intellect, creativity and persondlity.

The Bible revealsthe mystery science
can't solve. We are physicad, chemical
beings with anonbiological component—
aspirit—amind that isin alimited way

Unlocking the Mind

Hungarian-born Joseph Kovach was
only 15 when he was sent to a Russian
prison. He spent four years in a bleak
and meaningless world. Dr. Kovach
later said: “When | look at the months,

i

even though we cannot think without them”
(pp. 52-53).

What is the human mind?

Brainsizeand hiology can't explain
humanity’s uniqueness. So what creates
the differences?

Once againweturntotheBible. Inthe
cregtion account we seethat God created
each animd “according toitskind,” but
human beingsarein the*image’ and
“likeness’ of God (Genesis 1:24-28).

Creativity, positive emations, logic,
love, abstract thought, communication
skills—these are aspects of the mind of
the Creator. Thesearewaysin which He
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the years, they were empty. There's
nothing in terms of thinking, of plan-
ning, of remembering the past or plan-
ning for the future. It felt almost as
though | was hibernating” (The Mind,
Richard M. Restak, M.D., 1988, p. 271).

Eventually he was moved to a
gulag that contained a small library.
Reading opened his mind to ideas
and creativity. When he was finally
released, Dr. Kovach moved to the
United States, where he attended the
University of Chicago.

In the landmark Public Broadcast-
ing System series The Mind, Dr.
Kovach concluded: “Ultimately, it is
our mental apparatus, our capacity to
think, our capacity to deal with ideas,
our capacity to find unities, coher-

~.ences in variations—that's what

makes us human. We have a way of
creating worlds for ourselves, in our
heads, and sharing those worlds”
(Restak, p. 273).

like the mind of the Crestor. But, if
human beings are like God in so many
astonishing ways, why can’t we solve
our own problems?

An incomplete creation

Why are human beings capable of writ-
ing inspiring music and also able to com-
mit terrible crimes against each other?
We research into the intricate human body
and create medicinesthat heal, yet we
produce nerve gasthat kills. We send a
rocket to explore outer space but send a
missile hundreds or thousands of miles
to destroy acity.

If mankind is made in theimage of

God—who reveals Himsdlf asloving,
kind and merciful—why arewe sofilled
with hatred, violence and selfishness? The
answersliein understanding that we are
anincomplete creation.

Genesisrevedstheroot cause of
humanity’s evil. Thefirst humans, Adam
and Eve, were given freedom to choose
between their Creator’sinstruction about
lifeand away simply called the “knowl-
edge of good and evil.” They chosethe
|atter, the knowledge of good and evil.

God told Adam and Eve that once they
started on the course of self-determination
they would embark on apath that would
ultimately lead to death. Evil—what the
Bible calls sin—brings about death. His-
tory isastory of good and bad, of incredi-
ble potential and incrediblefailure. Itis
aso astory of death. It seemsthat human-
ity’s destiny isto struggle, suffer and
eventualy die.

Central to the Chrigianreligionisthe
belief that Jesus of Nazareth isthe Son of
God who took humanity’s deeth penalty
upon Himself. Jesus also cameto supply
themissing ingredient to make eternd life
possible. On the night before His crucifix-
ion Jesustold His disciples He would send
them another “Helper” (John 14:15-18).

The apostle Paul wroteto Chridtiansin
Corinth about the missing ingredient that
keeps humanity from solving its problems:
“. .. We speak thewisdom of Godina
mystery, the hidden wisdom which God
ordained before the agesfor our glory,
which none of therulersof thisage knew;
for had they known, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.

“But asitiswritten: * Eye has not seen,
nor ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man the thingswhich God has pre-
pared for those who love Him.” But God
has reved ed them to us through His Spirit.
For the Spirit searchesdl things, yes, the
deep things of God. For what man knows
thethings of aman except the spirit of man
whichisin him? Even so no one knows
thethings of God except the Spirit of God”
(1 Corinthians 2:7-11).

Here Paul writes that mankind knows
the things of mankind—reason, credtivity,
mathemati cs—because of the “ spirit of
man.” Thisspirit iswhat makes us have
similaritiesto God and gives usthe ability
to have arelaionship with Him. Paul
showsthat to redlly understand the spiri-
tual nature of God we must also receive
the Spirit of God.
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What Makes Humans Different?

hat makes us human? Consider some of the ways
Wmankind differs from the animal kingdom.

» Self-consciousness and intelligence. The human
mind gives us capacity for reasoned thought. Instinct isn’t
the driving force that determines our behavior.

This ability leads us to search for meaning in our indi-
vidual lives as well as meaning in human life as a whole.
Libraries are full of the works of authors searching for pur-
pose in life. Every culture produces its own religions, myths
and philosophies. We even have a need to find meaning
and purpose in suffering. It isn't enough for people to
accept suffering. Even the youngest mind wants to know
why the pet dog died or why God allows people to get sick.
This leads us to another human trait: the capacity for
empathy and sharing another’s suffering.

¢ The ability to think and plan in time. It's an amazing
aspect of the human mind to think in terms of past, present
and future. We have aspirations to achieve; we set goals
and organize ourselves relative to time. When was the last
time you saw a gorilla or chimp open his calendar and
make an appointment?

This leads us to the capacity to conceive of our own
death. From the funeral pyres of ancient civilizations to
modern funerals, we are ever searching for meaning in
death. We are ever searching for a hope in an afterlife.
Such concepts are foreign to animals.

¢ The ability to create. Human beings are unlike other
creatures in their concepts and development of art, music
and literature.

Beavers through instinct build the same types of dams
generation after generation. There isn't a raging river

The Spirit of God isthe missing ingredi-

corrupt human natureinto divine nature.

on the globe that mankind cannot dam and use to
create electricity. Our creative abilities allow us to adapt
to situations and solve new problems.

* The ability to think abstractly. An architect can visual-
ize a skyscraper, draw lines on a piece of paper called a
blueprint, then pass along the blueprint to a builder who
studies the lines and constructs the vision that existed only
in the mind of the architect.

Much human learning is through the five senses. Yet the
human mind stretches beyond the senses to encompass
concepts including infinity, liberty, beauty and humor.

¢ The ability to create languages. Human beings com-
prehend connections between large numbers of words,
including the ability to learn languages, even so-called
animal languages.

* The ability to create economic systems. Humans have
the desire to work and be productive, to barter, exchange
and set up economic systems.

* The capacity for scientific thought. This includes exper-
imentation and development of theories.

e The ability to perform mathematics and construct
computers.

¢ The desire to find meaning in sex beyond procreation.

¢ The ability to consciously change our environment, per-
sonality, character, habits and even physical appearance.

¢ The ability to experience emotions such as happiness,
joy, peace and, conversely, depression and despair.

* The ability to conceive of morality. Because human
beings can conceive of a choice between inherently right
and inherently wrong behavior, we have a capacity for a
relationship with God.

Thisisthe ultimate potentia of every

ent in humanity. Without it human beings
become both good and evil, lacking the
wisdom to ways see and choose the good.
Degth isthe naturd result. The desth
process must be reversed and anew nature
developed in us. Peter putsit succinctly
when hewritesthat we must become * par-
takersof thedivine nature” (2 Peter 1.4).

God's purpose for you

Humanity's problems—from agriculture
to economicsto education to government to
family relationshipsto individua emotiona
health—are ultimately spiritud in nature.
Real solutionsrequire not just achange
in environment but achangein people.

Our firgt parents choseto participate
in both good and evil. Not just Adam and
Eve, but every human being who has ever
lived—except Jesus Chris—has made the
samechoice. Theresult isthat every human
suffersand dies. Jesus cameto pay the degth
pendlty for evil. He also cameto make
avallableto people the Spirit of God, the
hedling, missing ingredient that will change

What isyour ultimate destiny? \What
awaitsthose who arewilling to be changed
by God's Spirit from corrupted human
nature to become partakers of the divine?

Paul explainsin Romans 8:14-17: “For
asmany asareled by the Spirit of God,
these are sons of God. For you did not
recelvethe spirit of bondage againto fear,
but you received the Spirit of adoption by
[which] wecry out, ‘Abba, Father. The
Spirit [itself] bears witnesswith our spirit
that we are children of God, and if children,
then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him,
that we may aso be glorified together.”

The purpose of humanity isto become
the spiritual children of God! The purpose
for your lifeis more than making money,
gaining social status and wearing the right
clothes. The coupling of the human spirit
with the Spirit of God makes possible the
devel opment of anew nature and eventu-
aly aresurrection to anew life asimmor-
tal children of God, joint heirswith Jesus
of all things.

human being.

But thisisn't just anebulous promise
of something in the far-off future. The
Creator saysyou can enjoy a Father-child
relationship with Him now. There are redl
solutionsto your problems. Thereis hope
for those willing to discover their true
purpose. Thefirst step on that road of dis-
covery istoturn to the Creator and His
ingtruction book. Gn
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How Did

Life Begin?

Science has long sought answers to several important questions: What is life? Where did it come from?
How did it begin? You won't the answers by peering into a microscope, telescope or test tube.

illions of speciessharethis

planet. But only man has

tried to understand the world

and universe around him.
Only man continuesto search for the origin
and meaning of life.

Clearly what setsus apart from al other
living creatures on earth are the abilities
and power of the human mind. It drivesus
to want to understand.

Some peopl€' sdesireto understand life
ismade evident in religion by cathedrals,
temples and churches. Otherslook to sci-
encein their search for meaning and gaze
through microscopes, build particle acceler-
ators and send space probes to neighboring
planetsin search of lifeand itsorigins.

When dl issaid and done, history has
shown that, whether in religion or science,
man’sfoundationa curiosity hasto do with
the basics of life. What islife? How did life
begin? How did it get here?What isthe
meaning of life?

Science and creation

When we consider the quest for the
understanding of the universe and life
withinit, one of the great minds of the 20th
century, Albert Eingtein, comesto thefore.
Although he studied physicsrather than
biology, Eingtein wasintrigued by the ques-
tion of human origins and the existence of
the universe. He recognized the evidence
for anintelligence behind the functioning
of the cosmos and the existence of life.

After yearsof study into the structure
and origin of the universe, he acknowl-
edged that “the harmony of natural law” he
saw inthelawsof physics“revedsanintel-
ligence of such superiority that, compared
withit, al the systematic thinking and act-
ing of human beingsisan utterly insignifi-
cant reflection” (The Quotable Eingtein,
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by Doug Horchak

Alice Cdaprice, editor, 1996, p. 151).

Somewould say Albert Eingtein, in spite
of such aprofound admission, wasnot
thinking of ahiblical or personal God when
he spoke of this superior intelligence. But
Einstein never had the opportunity to con-
sider many of the aspects of the growing
body of evidencefor cosmic fine-tuning and
design that cosmologists have discovered in
recent decades. Discoveries about the begin-
nings of the universe point to abeginning, a
“firdt cause” that many cosmologistsclaim
isthemost likely explanation for the origin
of al things.

The "intelligent design” movement

According to the Darwinist model of
evolution, undirected natural causesare
responsiblefor the origin and development
of life. Because Darwinist evolution is
based solely on random genetic mutation,
it precludesthe possihility of a supernatural
Creator or any guiding intelligence playing
aroleinlife's development.

In spite of theincrediblelevel of accep-
tance of Darwinism and evolution over the
decades, however, there have dways been
some dissenterswho rejected Charles Dar-
win'sclaim that undirected natural causes
could not only producelife but be responsi-
blefor the countless species and forms of
lifewe seetoday.

Until the mid-1980sthese other voices
werelargely isolated and sporadic. More
recently these growing voices—categorized
asthe“intelligent design” movement—have
become more focused in their pointed criti-
cismsof Darwinist evolution. Many attempt
to overturn the cultural dominance of Dar-
winismin both socid and academic circles.
Without employing the Bible asascientific
text, many intelligent-design scientistsand
scholars, including authors such as Phillip

Johnson, Michael Behe, Charles Thaxton,
Michael Denton and Stephen Meyer, have
critiqued Darwinism on scientific and
philosophica grounds.

Whét, then, isintelligent design?

Itisatheory of our originsthat begins
with the observation that intelligent causes
can accomplish thingsthat undirected nat-
urd causessmply cannot. Thisistrueof the
design or development of both inanimate
and living things.

Consider the word game of Scrabble as
an example. Let’sgrant that the board and
|etter pieces exist. Try tossing them into
the air and see how they land. You cer-
tainly wouldn't expect al thelettersto
land in place on the board, arranged in
correctly spelled words. Yet that, in
essence, iswhat evolutionary theory asks
usto believe. To achieve an arrangement
of aseriesof meaningful words requires
the assumption of an intelligent cause—in
this example the players of the game. An
outside cause must sort and placethe
piecesin ameaningful order.

This concept—that afundamental dis-
tinction exists between undirected natural
causes on the one hand and directed or
intelligent causes on the other—has served
asthe premise of proponents of the design
concept over the centuries. Thisfunda-
mental concept has been the basic thesis
of the more-recent intelligent-design
movement that is being accepted by a
small but growing number of scientists,
astronomers and cosmologists.

The quest to understand life’s origins

Man haslong recognized the significant
difference between living and nonliving
meatter. Sincethe early days of man'sreal-
ization of therarity of life, there has never
been ashortage of theoriesto explainthe



Comstock

presence of lifeon earth. Yet, in spite of
centuries of research and hundreds of theo-
ries, the origin of liferemainsone of the
greatest challengesto science. AsNobel
laureste Max Ddlbruck putit: “. . . There
has been an immense conceptua gap
between dl present-day lifeand no life”
The mechanics of thetrangition from no
lifetolifeis” perhapsthe fundamental
question of biology” (Mind from Matter?,
1986, p. 31).
Nevertheless, the
immense conceptua
gap between lifeand
nonlifeisseldom
recognized and
rarely admitted by
many evolutionary
theorists. Even Dar-
win sdestepped the
issue, adopting the
atitudethat “itis
mere rubbish think-
ing at present of the
origin of life; one
might aswell think

in textbooks suggest that our planet was
covered with awarm, dightly akaline
ocean. Thetheoriesclaim that ultraviol et

light from the sun, geothermal energy from

vol canoes, shock waves from thunder and
cosmic radiation acted on gases of the
primitive atmosphere to cause the forma:
tion of amino acids, sugars, proteins,
nucleic acidsand cell membranes. Intime
these compounds somehow came together
into thefirgt protocell, then became more

amino acidswithout any other characteris-
ticsof life. Among other thingsthey are
missing the al-important informational
macromoleculesthat exist in al forms of
life, the moleculesthat carry thevita infor-
mation, or software, that defineslife, its
very nature and itsfunctions.

Some evolutionists have recognized the
difficulties of explaining the spontaneous
beginning of dl of the necessary chemica
componentsto life. They observethehigh
degree of complex-
ity of present life-
formsand admit the
seemingly impossi-
bletask of offering
aplausible explana-
tion. However,
sncelifeispresent
on Earth, and sci-
ence demands some
sort of mechanistic
explanation for its
existence, they con-
tinueto search for
theoriesthat will

of the origin of mat- satisfy the scientific
ter” (Encyclopaedia method.
Britannica, 15th edi- . .
tion, Macropaedia The fifth miracle
Vol. 10, p. 900, In 1999 theoreti-
“Life"). ) ) ) ) cal physicist Paul
| Regardleﬁ;of evo-  The work of the French scientist Louis Pasteur in the D;viesofAus
utionists' enthusi- ; i£7 : ; . tralia s University
e for their theory, 1860s led to the scientific realization that only living (508200
they must propose a organisms could beget other living organisms. TheFifth Miracle
credible explanation to address the defi-

for the spontaneous generation of lifefrom
nonliving matter. After dl, for the proposed
process of evolution to begin, some starting
materia is necessary—some substance that
the random processes of evolution could
useto bring about life.

Scientists’ attempt to explain life

Thisneed led to the concept of “chemi-
cal evolution” for the scientific explanation
of the origin of life. When the present-day
theories of chemica evolution (the natural
processes on aprebiotic earth that suppos-
edly gaverisetothefirst living matter)
were formulated by Alexander Oparin and
JB.S. Hddanein the 1920s, littlewas
known about the biochemical detailsand
workings of living matter. Thus early theo-
riststook grest latitude to propose mecha:
nistic processes by which organisms could
comeinto existence.

Modern theories of chemica evolution

complex until thefirst trueliving cell came
into existence.

In 1953 the work of Stanley Miller and
Nobel prize-winner Harold Urey was
hailed as providing themissing link in
understanding how the chemica origin
of life could have happened. They synthe-
sized amino acids and proteinsin what
they claimed to be asimulated primitive-
earth environment.

Miller'swork served asthe sole pillar
on which chemical evolutionists built their
theories. Today, however, many scientists
have concluded that the early atmosphere
was vastly different from that of Miller's
experiments and that he was operating
under fundamentally wrong assumptions.

Further, in amost five decadeslittle
progress has been made to indicate that
such smulated primordia oceansor
organic-soup experimentsyield anything
more than afew inanimate proteins or

nition and origins of life. In hisbook Pro-
fessor Davies cited new research that he
claimed hintsthat the beginnings of life
may have lain deep within the earth’s

hot crust rather than the “warm pond”
suggested by Darwin.

The*fifth miracle’ of Davies titlerefers
to Genesis 1:11: “L et theland produce
vegetation” (New Internationa Version),
implying thefirst four biblica miraclesare
the crestion of the universe, light, thefirma:
ment and dry land. Even though Davies
disavowsthe notion that lifeistheresult
of amiraclefrom a Creator God, he admits
that the actua beginning of lifeisthe most
unsolvable mystery of science.

Professor Davies recounts how the
work of Louis Pasteur in the 1860sled to
the scientific redlization that only living
organisms could beget other living organ-
isms. Pasteur’s research and findings
essentially debunked the concept of
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spontaneous generation, that life could
arise spontaneoudly from nonliving matter.

Davies dtates. “ Important though this
demonsiration was, Pasteur’s conclusion
cameinto direct conflict with Darwin’'sthe-
ory of evolution. Darwin's celebrated tome
Onthe Origin of Species, which had been
published just three years before Pasteur’s
experiments, sought to discredit the need
for God to create the species by showing
how one species can transmute into
another. But Darwin’s account | eft openthe
problem of how thefirst living thing came
toexigt” (1999, p. 83, emphasisin origind).

So we areleft with thefact that, unless
life had always existed, a least one pecies
—thefirs—could not have comeinto
existence by transmutation from another
species, but only by spontaneous genera:
tion from nonliving matter, aconcept thet
Pasteur’swork disproved.

Darwin himself wrote afew years|ater:
“| have met with no evidence that seemsin
theleast trustworthy, in favour of so-called
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Spontaneous Generation” (ibid.). Yet, as
Daviescontinues: “. . . Intheabsenceof a
miracle, life could have originated only by
some sort of spontaneous generation. Dar-
win'stheory of evolution and Pasteur's
theory that only life begetslife cannot both
have been completely right” (ibid.).

Man cannot explain it

Davies book, dthough citing much
of the current research in early-lifeorigins
(microbes around volcanic ventsin the
ocean'sfloor) and striving to offer explana-
tionsof how lifecameto be, isactudly a
work filled with admissonsthat sciencesm-
ply does not have the answer asto how life
began. “ Science rejectstrue miracles” he
writes. “Although biogenesis strikes many
asvirtualy miraculous, the starting point
of any scientificinvestigation must bethe
assumption thet life emerged naturdly, via
asequence of normal physica processes.
Itisvery unlikely that wewill ever find out
exactly what happened . . ” (pp. 81-82).

One of the greatest challengesto scien-
tists, and the focus of much of modern
researchinto life'sorigins, isthe key
issue of information. For lifeto exist,
information—software, asit were—must
have existed in those initia proteinsand
amino acids.

That iswhat scientists simply cannot
explain and what random selection cannot
reproduce. Professor Daviesadmits: “Ina
living organism we see the power of soft-
ware, or information processing, refined to
anincredibledegree. . . The problem of the
origin of life reducesto one of understand-
ing how encoded software emerged sponta
neoudy from hardware. How did it hap-
pen?How did nature‘go digita’?. . . Itis
liketrying to explain how akite can evolve
into aradio-controlled aircraft. Can the
laws of nature aswe presently comprehend

+.| them account for such atransition? | do not
@ believethey can” (p. 115, emphasis added).

Clearly, the argument that Davies and
other representative viewers of modern sci-
ence seem to be making isthat we need to
discover and understand some fundamen-
tally new varigble that isbeyond both
chanceand law.

In spite of thelack of answersfor the
origin of lifethat are forthcoming from the
known laws of physics, mathematicsand
biochemistry, humanity seems bent on
considering only answers from modern
science—answersthat do not alow for a
Creator. The concept of anintelligent force

operating in the history of lifeis seen by
scientific materialists as some sort of magic
onacosmic scae.

The impact of modern science

Modern science, with dl itsachieve-
ments, continuesto evolveitsvery research
methods and definitions. A problem isthat
“science” hastwo digtinct definitionsin
our culture.

On the one hand, sciencereferstoa
method of investigation involving exacting
measurements, repeatabl e experiments
and an open-minded attitude that insists
that all claimsbe carefully tested. But
science has a so become identified with
aphilosophy known as materialism or
scientific naturalism.

This definition of scienceinsststhat
nature (the natural, physical cosmos) is
al thereis, or at least the only thing about
which we can have any knowledge. The
conclusion followsthat nature had to do
itsown creating, that the means of cre-
ation must not have included any role
for aCreator. Students are not supposed
to approach this philosophy with open-
minded skepticism—asthey aretold to
do in any other scientific endeavor—but,
ironically enough, to takeit on faith
(although they would never use that
religious-sounding term).

The reason that neo-Darwinism and nat-
ura sdectionin evolution are so blindly
accepted in the academic world isthat they
arethe main scientific propsfor scientific
naturalism. Studentsfirst are taught that
evolutionisfact, then they gradudly learn
more about what that fact means.

The sameprincipleistruein the
search for the origin of life. When one
assumesthat dl living things are the prod-
uct of mindless material forces such as
chemica laws, natural selection and ran-
dom variation, God is excluded from
the picture. Humans (dlong with al life)
thus are the accidental product of a
purposeless universe.

The only alternative

Many people claim to seeahuge
difference between the revelations of the
Bible and the factua findings of science.
That view has caused many smply to dis-
regard the Bible when they consider the
quest to understand the origins of life
and itsmeaning.

Some 2,000 years ago the apostie Paul
addressed the world's dleged wisdom and



knowledge about such fundamental ques-
tions. He stated the obvious: thet God has
shown proof of Himsdlf to man: “For what
can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them” (Romans
1:19, New Revised Standard Version).

Here Paul acknowledges atruth that
mankind has taken thousands of yearsto
discover in secular, scientific research—that
reditiesabout God and Hispart inthe cre-
ation of lifeand the universe should beand
areindeed evident to those willing to see.

Hetdlsusthat, for al of man'seffortsto
understand how life could have originated,
proof of aCreator (an intelligent designer,
asmany scientistsare discovering) has been
infront of usal dong: “For sincethe cre-
ation of theworld Hisinvisble atributesare
clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even Hiseterna power and
Godhead, so that they arewithout excuse’
(verse 20).

Yet, aswastruein firgt-century Rome,
itistruetoday: Mankind smply refuses
to acknowledge the need for the Crestor.

Of the educated elite of histime Paul noted
that, “even asthey did not liketo retain God
intheir knowledge, God gave them over to
adebased mind. . ” (verse 28).

Later Paul prophesied that modern man
would depart from acknowledging and
accepting therole of the Creator God: “But
know this, thet in the last days perilous
timeswill come: For men will belovers of
themsdlves, . . . having aform of godliness
but denying its power” (2 Timothy 3:1, 5).

Whilethe most fundamenta questions
of science—what islifeand wheredid it
come from—continue to perplex the best
minds of secular science, God reved sthat
He not only hasthe answersto theinitia
question of life'sorigin but the solution to
the profound question of life's purpose.

Whether we understand the purpose for
human life or not, the Bible promisesthat
“the glory of the Lorp will bereveded,
and al mankind together will seeit. For
the mouth of the Lorp has spoken” (Isaiah
40:5, NIV). In duetime thiswill cometo
pass. The Good Newsis committed to shar-
ing the reved ed understanding to be found
withinthe Bible.

TheBibleisslent on the scientific,
chemica and biological originsof life.
Why? Becauseit revedsthat all lifewas
created by God. Thisanswer to the ultimate
question of modern scienceisrejected by
mogt, but thetime will comewhen al will
understand! Gn
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for Unbelieving Loved Ones

What does one say at the funeral of an atheist—especially when the atheist is one’s own father?

unexpectedly spent thefirst few days

of last year in England, in my home-

town of Grimsby. | wish | could have

made the trip under more pleasant
circumstances.
| received word early one Sunday

morning that my father had died suddenly,
unexpectedly—if you can

by Melvin Rhodes

expect meto atend thefunerd, sncethetrip
from my Michigan homewould belong and
expensveand | had spent timewith my par-
entsonly afew monthsearlier. But | wanted
togo. | neededto go.

| also wanted to officiate at my father's
funeral, with my mother’s consent. |

acrematorium in England is normally
ableto alow only about ahalf hour for
each service.

A funerd takes place every 30 minutes
in acrematorium. The speed a which fami-
lies have to say good-byeto their loved
onesgiveslittletime for anybody to reflect
on that person’slife, much

say that the deeth of anyone
who has reached the age of
75 isunexpected. Severa
months earlier | had accom-
panied both my parentson
abustour of centra Europe.
Then my father had seemed
healthy and dert. | expected
himto livefor afew more
years. But it was not to be.
He woke up one day with
apanin hislegthat spread
to hisabdomen. Helay back
down. Within minutes he

lessthink about the mean-
ing of death and whatever
waits beyond the grave.

My brother and hiswife
requested to sing “ The
Lord’'sMy Shepherd” at
the funeral. Their daughter,
my niece Judith, had writ-
ten apoem about Grand-
dad that she wanted to
read. My mother had asked
that the hymn “ The King
of Love My Shepherd IS’
be sung before | spoke. All

wasgone. thiswasto be apart of our
It had been so many years alotted time.
since he had seen adoctor ; Included dso wasthe
thet at first the family physi- , walk into the hall asthe
danwouldnotgivehima | couldn’t bear the thought of someone who  tamily dowly followed my
?e?)tgf Oemflcggmdl\rftvmted didn’t know my father talking about Dad faFQ]H;OCStffl'g- S_OLtWif'eft
0 orma mortem . wi minutesTor
cerE e s O to_hea ven when my father never e e
mind when he looked at my believed in the place, nor would he have  say about your faherin 10
et o e e wanted to be there if he had. L
had had two heart attacksin Except for one of my

1986. All indications were that thiswas
athird heart attack.

Dad was not areligious man. Infact, he
was opposed to dl forms of religion, espe-
cidly the Chrigtian kind. He had been a
lifelong committed atheistic communit,
dismissing religion as“the opium of the
masses,” calling on thewords of Karl
Marx, founder of modern communism.

The funeral arrangements

Members of my family didn’t necessarily
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couldn’t bear the thought of someone who
didn't know my father talking about Dad
going to heaven when my father never
believed in the place, nor would he have
wanted to bethereif he had.

When | arrived in Grimsby | called the
funeral director to discuss arrangements
with him. My mother had chosen to have
my father cremated, which isaconsider-
ably more common practicein England
than in many other countries. However,
in contrast with funerasinvolving burials,

brothers, no one elsein the family, immedi-
ate or extended, held any firm religious
convictions. None had ever read aBible.

| have four brothers. All of them know that
| am achurch pastor and are aware of some
of my beliefs.

What do you say about an atheist?

| decided to be honest and open about
my father, which isthe way he aways
wanted thingsto be. He felt no shame
or embarrassment about not having a

Corbis Digital Stock



religion. To the contrary, he was proud of
thefact. Religion, in hismind, wasfor
weak people who needed acrutch to lean
on. So | began by saying that he had no
religious beliefs and awaysridiculed the
ideaof going to heaven.

| then went on to show that in this
respect he was biblically quite sound—that
we don’t go to heaven when we die. Inthat
brief 10 minutes| read from Ezekiel 18:4,
showing the soul isnot immortal; Ecclesi-
astes 9:5, which revealsthat “the dead
know not anything”; John 3:13, which
tellsusthat “ no man has ascended into
heaven”; and Acts 2:34, where Peter told
the multitudes that even righteous King
David had not ascended into heaven. But
then | asked: “Doesthis mean wewill not
see Dad again?’

| quoted from 1 Corinthians 15:19-23:
“If inthislife only we have hopein Chrigt,
weare of dl menthemog pitiable. But
now Christ isrisen from the dead, and has
become thefirgtfruits of those who have
fdlenadeep. .. ForasinAdamal die,
evensoin Christ dl shdl be madedive.
But each onein hisown order: Christ the
firgtfruits, afterward those who are Chrigt’s
at Hiscoming.”

“They that are Christ’s’ will beresur-
rected at Hisreturn, wrote Paul. But what
about everyone el se—the vast mgjority
of peoplewho, like my dad, never knew
Chrigt?What about them?

The apostle Peter wrote that God “is not
willing that any should perish but thet all
should cometo repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
These are encouraging words for those
who loseloved oneswho did not believe.

The Bible reveals more than one
resurrection

Revelaion 20:4-6 putsit al together
for us, with alittle help from the Old Testa
ment. This passage takes usforward in time
to the 1,000-year rule of Chrigt, the Millen-
nium that follows Hisreturn. At the begin-
ning of that timethose who are Christ’s
(1 Corinthians 15:23) are resurrected to rule
with Him, to sit on thrones dongside Him
(Revelation 20:4).

Thisresurrectionisto eternd life. Verse
6 says. “Blessed and holy ishe that has part
inthefirst resurrection. Over such the sec-
ond desth has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with Him athousand years’ (emphasis
added throughout).

We learn from this about a second degth

for some. Thismeansthere must bea sec-
ond life, another physical life smilar tothe
first one. If thereisnot to be asecond life,
there can be no second death.

Verse 5 helps us understand: “But the
rest of the dead did not live again until the
thousand yearswerefinished.” Who are
the rest of the dead? By definition they

inthefirst resurrection have the opportunity
to transform thisworld into a perfect world
ruling with Jesus Christ in the Kingdom of
God. A thousand yearsisnot too long to
wait, especialy when you are aspirit being
and apart of God'sspiritua family.
AsPeter tellsus, “one day iswiththe
Lord asathousand years, and athousand

My father felt no shame or embarrassment about not
having a religion. To the contrary, he was proud of the fact.

must bethosewho are not Christ’s, those

who never knew Jesus or never knew Him
well enough to accept Him astheir Savior,
through whom one can receive eterndl life.

Verse 5 refersto the resurrection to eter-
nd lifeof thosein Christ as*thefirst resur-
rection.” Thisshows, then, that thereisa
different, subsequent resurrection for those
who were not Chrigt’s. Upon these the sec-
ond death does have power, so it must be
aresurrectionto aphysical existence.

The second resurrection isdescribed in
more detail in Ezekiel 37. Herethe prophet
describesavisionin which hewas pro-
jected into the future to see avalley full
of dry bones, the skeletons of peoplelong
dead. Verses 5 and 6 follow: “ Thus saysthe
Lord Gop unto these bones. * Surely | will
cause breath to enter into you and you shall
live. And | will put sinews[muscles] on
you, and bring flesh upon you, cover you
with skin, and put breath in you; and you
shdl live. Then you shal know that | am
the LorD."”

Couldit beany clearer? Hereisaproph-
esied resurrection to asecond physical exis-
tence. If it weren't physical, therewould
be no need for muscles, skin and breeth.
Spirit beings given eternd life (thoseinthe
first resurrection) don't need these. Only
physical human beings do.

Continuing with Ezekiel’svision, we
seethat once God has reassembled these
bones, covered them with muscle and skin
and given them life, He promisesto give
them the opportunity to “know that | am
the Lorp.” Thisistheir opportunity for
savation, an opportunity they never had
before. Thisis my father’s opportunity
for eternd life.

A future reunion with loved ones

| intend to be there when he wakes up,
1,000 years after my resurrection to an eter-
na spirit existence asone of thosewhois
“in Chrigt,” 1,000 years during which those

yearsasoneday” (2 Peter 3:8). Timewill
smply fly by when we are working with
Jesusto prepare the world for the second
resurrection—thereturnto life of literaly
billions of people who have known neither
thetrue God nor His Son and will learn
Their waysfor thefirst time.

What aglorious future we haveto
look forward to! Trying to encourage
people through atime of great persecu-
tion, the apostle Paul pointed the Thessa-
loniansto the hope of the resurrectionin
hisfirst epistle to them. After describing
thefirst resurrection towards the end of
chapter 4, the apostle addsin verse 18:
“Therefore comfort one another with
thesewords” v

Recommended Reading

What acomfort itisto know the
truth of God, that God “isnot willing
that any should perish, but that al
should come to repentance” and
receive eternd life. His
marvelousplanincludes | Wi
theresurrectionof those | fLarrpy
who never knew Godin ';:" TER
thislife, picturedin His —AlHY
Holy Day plan. If you
want to know more,
be sureto request our
free booklet God's Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for Al
Mankind. Few understand what the
Bibleredly teaches about life beyond
the grave. What Happens After Death?
will guide you through the Scriptures
to discover the encouraging and awe-
inspiring truth so few understand.

Both booklets are free from any of our
officeslisted on page 2, or you can
download them from our Web Site at
WWW.gnmagazine.org.
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Have You Performed

Your Vow Today2

How does “I do” become “I don’t anymore”? Several common
misunderstandings contribute to neglect of the marriage vows.

tanding before alarge crowd of

friends, another young couple

solemnly exchanged wedding vows.

The minister asked the groom, “Do
you faithfully promise and covenant with
God in the presence of these witnessesto
take so-and-so to be your lawful wedded
wife—in scknessand in hedth, in good
timesand in difficult times, for aslong as
you both shall live?’

He then asked the question of the bride.
Bothjoyfully said, “I do.” But would they?
In much of the Western world many
couples do not honor their vows by stay-

ing together as husband and wife. The
tragedy of divorce dismantlesasignifi-
cantly high number of households. The
pain of failled marriagesis experienced all
too often. Although every failed marriage
hasits own sad tale, several common mis-
understandings contribute to the problem.

Marriage more than
a physical relationship

Debates over mankind'sorigin don't
help. The common—and erroneous—view
that Charles Darwin'stheory of evolution
explains our existenceis confusing and
detrimental to marriages. Thetheory classi-
fiesman as part of theanimal kingdom.
Though placed at the top of ahierarchy of
animals because of his superior skillsand
abilities, such thinking degrades humanity
and hidesthefact that God created usto be
part of HisKingdom.

We humans often live up to the expec-
tations of our parents or other influentia
figures. If we are taught or influenced to
believe that we are no more than animals,
should we be surprised that many of usact
like animals? Although afew species of
animals matefor life, most do not remain
faithful to one partner throughout their

26 The Good News

by David Treybig

lifetimes. When the females of the species
go into heat, they have sex with any
opposite-sex member of their species
that happens along. Driven by their sexua
urges and not realizing their ultimate
potentia, some people live their lives
inasimilarly promiscuous fashion.
Although most people agree that acom-
mitted relationship with one personisided,
television shows and movies continueto
glamorize and portray indiscriminate sex-
ud relationsand divorce asnormal and
even desirable. Such entertainment, cou-
pled with disregard for our spiritual poten-
tid, takesatoll. Marriages pay adear price
for such confusion and aberrant messages.
From the foundation of theworld

Television shows and movies continue to glamorize and portray indis-

criminate sexual relations and divorce as normal and even desirable.

(Revelaion 13:8), God's plan has been to
expand Hisfamily (Ephesians 3:14-15).
Jesus Christ cameto earth to help us attain
our spiritual potential—to become chil-
dren of God” (John 1:12). Those who
respond to this high caling will beinvited
to the greatest wedding in the history of
the universe—*the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” When Jesusreturns He will take
as His bride those who have made them-
selvesready through “righteous acts’
(Revelation 19:7-9).

The apostle Paul understood that God
ingtituted marriage between human beings
asrepresentative of the great marriageto
Christ and away for usto better understand
the loving relationship between Jesus and
Hisdevoted followers, who comprise His
Church. Paul taught wivesto submit to their
hushands“astothe Lord” (Ephesians 5:22)

and husbandsto love their wives“just as
Christ dso loved the church” (verse 25).
Concluding his explanation of godly mar-
riage, Paul wrote: “ Thisisagreat mystery,
but | speak concerning Christ and the
church” (verse 32).

Marriageisnot smply aphysica rda
tionship that existson ahuman level. Itisa
God-planerelationship. It wasingtituted by
God to help us prepare for an eternal rela-
tionship with Him and His Son, Jesus. (If
you wish to know more about God's plan
for humanity, please request our free book-
letsWhat |'s Your Degtiny? and The Gospel
of the Kingdom.)

Understanding love

Another misunderstanding that threat-
ensmarriages relatesto love. Many people
don't know what real loveis. Assuming



someone else can do for us. Godly love, the
kind of lovethat Paul and other hiblical
writers describe, focuses on what we can
do for othersand how we can make our-
selvesboth moreloving and lovable. (If
you would liketo know more about this
kind of love, pleaserequest our free bookl et
The Ten Commandments.)

Marriage and commitment

When we understand that marriageis
acovenant (Malachi 2:14), that under-
standing should have a positive impact on
the longevity of our relationship with our
husband or wife. Though we commonly
speak of exchanging wedding vows,
many forget the three-party covenant
involved in marriage. They lose sight that
the marriage covenant is a solemn agree-
ment that includes not only one's mate
but God Himself.

Some people apparently have never understood that love
entails considerable patience, bearing with another’s human
weaknesses and faults.

people apparently have never When we make a covenant with God
understood that love entails con- He expects us to honor that commitment
Siderable patience, bearing with —even on the days we wake up fedling
another'shuman wesknessesand  no longer “inlove.” Wise King Solomon
faults. Paul’sinstructionisnot explains; “When you make avow to God,
meant to condone abusive behav-  do not delay to pay it; for He has no plea-
iorsorimmorality buttoteachus  surein fools. Pay what you have vowed—
that thelittleirritants of livingwith  better not to vow than to vow and not pay.
another human being—their likes Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to
and didikesand foibles—needto  gin, nor say before the messenger of God

betolerated. that it was an error. Why should God be
AsPaul wrote: “Lovesuffers  angry at your excuse and destroy the work
long and iskind; love does not of your hands? For in the multitude of

envy; love doesnot paradeitself,  dreamsand many wordsthereisalso van-
isnot puffed up; doesnot behave  ity. But fear God” (Ecclesiastes 5:4-7).
rudely, does not seek itsown, is Emphasizing the personal responsibil-
not provoked, thinksno evil; does ity each of usmust takein fulfilling our
not rejoicein iniquity, but rejoices  vows, King David wrote a song that

RS wee oo, S inthetruth; bearsall things, included this phrase: “Vows madeto You
that love just mysteriously happens and believesall things, hopesall are binding upon me, © God” (Psdm
they have no control over it, omebelieve  things, enduresall things. Love never 56:12). He concluded ancther psalm: “So
divorceisthe solution when problems fals’ (verses4t08). | will sing praise to Your name forever,
appear. It seemstoo many forget their Thehiblica definition of lovedoesnot  that | may daily perform [honor] my
. Vvowsto stay together in the good times cast humansasvictims of acapricious, vows' (Psam 61:8).
g andthebad. uncontrollable emotion. Instead, love If you are married, consider these impor-
g Writing to members of the Church involves conscious choice—anditsdepth  tant questions. Do you understand that mar-
S inCorinth, the apostle Paul described and breadth are demondtrated most fully riageisaGod-planerelationship? Do you
S howtrueloveworks. “Lovesuffers) he not in good times, but through difficulty. redizeloveis something we do rather than
4 explained. And not only doesit suffer, it Immature loveis an emotion that focuses — only something wefed? Finally, have you
£ “sufferslong” (1 Corinthians13:4). Some  primarily on persondl gratification—what  performed your vow today? Gv
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Letters From Our Readers

Commentsabout The Good News

Thank you for sending The Good News.
Truly speaking, | have changed alot in my
lifesincel beganto read it. Every word
| read isasif every fresh current watered
my dried mind. | read and meditate. | wish
everyonewould read The Good Newsto
correct themselves and live better. Unfortu-
naely, thefirgt difficulty we meetislan-
guage. Not everyone uses English, do they?

N.M.L., Vung Tau, Viethnam

e sympathize with your language
plight. Although we also publish The Good
Newsin Spanish, German and Italian, and
some booklets and articlesin additional
languages, we regret we currently have no
literature in any Asian tongue. Thereis
some consolationinthat Englishisrapidly
becoming aworld language and isactively
taught in many nations.

| happened to pick up your publication
whilewaiting at the doctor’s office this
morning. | am compelled to write and tell
you how impressed | am on the quality of
thewriting and the relevancy of thetopics,
particularly thetwo | read on the rapture
and the Good Friday—Easter Sunday ques-
tion. These are two subjectsthat had never
been established with any certainty in my
soul. Thank you for advancing thetruthin
the Spirit of Chrigt.

H.L., Lafayette, Louisiana
What happensafter death?

Thank you for sending me the bookl et
What Happens After Death? Your explana-
tion, using scriptures from the Bible, isvery
effective. It provesthat Godistruly aloving
and merciful spirit being who would never
want to see any human being suffer in pain
and misery for eternity. Jesuslived Hislife
asan example of lovefor usto follow. Eter-
nd damnation hasno part in Hislove. This
truth gives hope and promiseto dl.

J.F., Bruce, Wisconsin
TheBible Study Course
| amanew reader of The Good News
magazine and received your |etter inviting
meto enroll inyour free Bible Sudy

Course. At thetimeyour |etter reached
me | was debating whether to enroll or not.

28 The Good News

| was considering thet, Since | am dready a
Bibleteacher inmy local churchand runa
teaching ministry, such acourse would not
bereally for me. But, upon receipt of your
letter and reading it through, it dawned on
methat | should not close my mind to the
possible new insights on scriptura knowl-
edge and interpretation that your Bible
course might contain. Therefore| have
decided to enroll.

E.D.E., CrossRiver State, Nigeria

Thisisthekind of open-minded
approach that was practiced by the Bere-
ans, who are complimented in the book of
Acts. They “ weremorefair-minded.. . . in
that they received the word with all readi-
ness, and searched the Scriptures daily to
find out whether those thingswere so”
(Acts17:11). e encourage our readersnot
to smply accept what we or anyone else
saysabout the Bible, but to search the
Seripturesto discover and provethetruth
for themsalves.

Enthusiagticinterest in Canada

| can't tell you how much | am enjoying
your magazine, and so do the prisoners
towhom | am sending the extra copies.
I noticed you had a12-lesson Bible Sudy
Course, which | would very much liketo
do myself. Theinmates also love courses
and especidly Chrigtian courses and literar
ture. | would like to have How to Under -
stand the Bible and Isthe Bible True? for
mysdlf and for theinmates. | believe that
the Canadian office hasaWeb site. | think
I'll log onto it to seeif | can get themto
send methese materias.

JR, Ontario

| enjoy thearticlesin your Good News
magazine and look forward to the next
issue. They give one understanding of
God'splan for mankind and world events
asthey areunfolding in our present time.
Pleasemay | have the booklets Isthe Bible
True? and Are e Living in the Time of the
End? | would dsoliketo try the Bible
Sudy Course.

M.A., New Brunswick

Would you please send me the follow-
ing: God'sHoly Day Plan, The Church
Jesus Bilt and the Bible Study Course.

Your publications are factud, interesting
and appropriate in today’s society. | thor-
oughly enjoy and absorb every word.
Please accept this donation towards postage
and other expenses.

K.B., Ontario

Please seetheinternational addresses
on page 2 for how to contact our officein
Canada and other offices around theworld.
All our publicationsare free on request
fromany of our offices.

Revolting pictures

I've browsed severd issues of The Good
News magazine, and quite smply I'mless
than impressed. Certainly aswe need to be
aware of the suffering and sorrows of this
world we aso need to be equally aware of
and focused on the actud “good” whichis
infact out there and what we can do to
greater effect that good. Many of the pic-
turesin your magazine are revolting. Why
do you do thisto your reading audience?

Does God's Bible have such revolting
pictures? No, it does not. Thus| charge and
challenge you to begin using adifferent
pictorial approach that would be more
appropriate to portraying the message of
God. We seethe pains and sorrows of this
world every day inthe print media, TV
news, etc. We don't need to seeit in church
publications such asyours.

D.T., Fresno, California

Although we do not agree with you that
our picturesare revolting, we can under-
stand and agree with theintent of your
comment. Ideally wewish that we all lived
in the biblically promised wonderful world
tomorrow right now and were presently
enjoying the utopian conditions prophesied
in the Bible. Then there would be no need
to publish anything but the most positive
picturesillustrating the universal good
newsthat will mark Christ'sreignin the
Kingdom of God.

However, welivein what the Bible
calls* this present evil age” (Galatians
1:4)—aworld mired in satanic deception
(Revelation 12:9; 1 John 5:19). Asan inte-
gral part of our misson to herald thegood
news of God's coming Kingdom, we are
to warn as many as possible of the sure



punishments God's Word tells us will afflict
anincreasingly disobedient world.

Thehiblical writerswere quite graphic
intheir descriptions of the suffering that
resultsfromsin and rebellion against our
Creator (see, for example, Deuteronomy
28:15-68). Even Jesus Himsdlf used two
current, widely known tragedies of Hisday
(Luke 13:1-5) to emphasize an aspect of
Hismessage: We must repent or perish. In
thesameveinwetrytoillustrate our arti-
clesthat specifically fulfill thisrolewith
pictures appropriate to the subject. \etry
toillugtrate the seriousness—and the grave
consequences—of gin.

TheBibleitsdf is God'singpired Word to
mankind (2 Timothy 3:15-17). He chose not
toillustrateit pictorially at all. Some Bible

publishers have added picturesandillus-
trations, but they carry no divine authority.

Association with our work

Thank you so much for the copy of The
Church Jesus Built and the magazine The
Good News. They have helped meto see
Chrigtianity in anew light. Though not
bornaChrigtian, | have dways been
inspired by the teachings of Jesus. They
have given me strength in times of deep
distress. | find your writings quite relevant
and of great importance to peoplewhofind
it hard to cometo termswith akind of
Chridtianity that seemsto be going every
which way.

Keep up the good work. | would be
happy to receive more literaturein the

future. If thereisany way | could associate
with your work, do let me know.

M.M.S, Coimbatore, India

You might want to request our free
booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom and
What I1sYour Destiny? In terms of spread-
ing the good news of the coming Kingdom
of God, these two publications best
explain the basic purpose of our mission
intheworld.

Published | etters may be edited for clar-
ity and pace. Addressyour lettersto The
Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio
45254, U.SA,, or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org
(please be sureto include your full name,
city, state or province, and country).

Q: Inthearticleon abortion in the
most recent issue, you quote Psalm
139:13-16 to demonstrate God's concern
for theunborn. Do you therefore believe
that the statement “1n your book were
written all thedaysthat wereformed for
me, when none of them asyet existed”
impliesthat our livesare predeter mined
by God? If not, why not?

PA., Toledo, Ohio

A: The Bible smply does not teach that
God predetermines our lives, especidly in
the sense of ultimate salvation. Some hold
tothisidea, whichiscalled predestination.
But from the beginning God has always
given intelligent beings the faculty of
choice. Thisincludesthe angels, Adam and
Eve, the children of Isragl and dl people
down through history.

Notice that Psalm 139 concludes with
aprayer for deliverance from sin and asks
God'sguidancein learning His everlasting
ways. Why would David ask that if he
knew his salvation were assured no matter
what? This request showsthat he clearly
didn’t see himself as being guaranteed
salvation. He knew that he, like al of
us, needed God's direction to find the
right path.

Earlier God had said of King Saull,

“| greatly regret that | have set up Saul
asking, for he hasturned back from fol-
lowing Me, and has not performed My
commandments’ (1 Samuel 15:11). If
God had predetermined the outcome of
Saul’slife, He wouldn't have chosen Him
to be Israel’sfirst king. A person who
once had been humble (verse 17) had
turned away from God and chosen the
wrong path of life.

Jesus Chrigt taught the same thing: Indi-
viduasare free to choose. Jesus concludes
the Sermon on the Mount with severa
examplesthat call for defining action on
our part (see Matthew 7:13-28). He pre-
sents uswith two mutualy exclusive
paths—one broad and easy, the other
narrow and difficult.

We must find the right path that leadsto
sal vation—discerning between two kinds
of teachers, true onesand false ones. His
true servants must hear Hiswords and then
do them to obtain salvation. Thisisaso
the message of the book of James. Read
James 2:8-12.

Of coursg, itisimplicit that weall
must be saved by grace through the sacri-
fice of Chrigt, but God's forgiveness should
awayslead to alife of obedience. (For
further understanding please request our
free booklets The Road to Eternal Life

uestions & Answers

and You Can Have Living Faith.)

No doubt God knows far more about
usthan we can imagine (1 Corinthians
13:12). But the teaching of the Bibleis
that individual s have freedom of choice
and that we will be judged “according
to our works’ (Deuteronomy 30:19-20;
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; Acts 17:30-31;
Revelation 20:13).

What does Psalm 139:13-16, then,
mean? The most recent trandation of the
Old Testament by the Jewish Publication
Society isthe Tanakh. It trandatesthis
particular passage: “My frameis not con-
cedled from You when | wasshapedina
hidden place, knit together in the recesses
of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed
limbs; they were all recorded in Your book;
in due time they were formed, to the very
last one of them.”

Theintent of this passageisto convey
God's sovereignty over our lives beginning
at conception, not to teach predestination.
Our Crestor is concerned that we fulfill our
great purposein life—to obtain everlasting
lifein the Kingdom of God—but we must
willingly accept His salvation and practice
Hisway of life. Hewants usto choose
rightly, but the choiceis till ours. To
understand more, please request our free
booklet What I's Your Destiny?
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Some of the many decisions we make every day turn out well—
others not so well. What can we do to make better decisions?

ow good are your decision-

making skills? Have you

ever wondered “What if |

had . . . 7"—especidly when

youdidn't redizethe
outcome you had expected?

Perhaps you never redized the Bible
isabook about making wise decisions.
Not only that, it'sfilled with examples
of good and bad decisions and their out-
comes. It shows good decisions based on
right principles|ead to good results. If you
make emotional decisions based on anger,
lust and selfishness, you should expect
poor results.

TheBiblerevedsaprinciple that applies
in many aress of life: You reap whatever
you sow (Galatians 6:7). Sometimesthis
direct correlation isn't obvious, but aswe
grow ol der theresults of our decisions
become clearer.

If you look at the Bible as atextbook on
decision-making, you'll find many helpful
hints. If you want to make right choices,
you can saveyoursdlf alot of troubleif you
take acloser look at the examplesrecorded
for usin God'sWord.

The first child makes a bad decision

Thefirgt child, Cain, born to thefirst par-
ents, made sdfish decisonsthat ledtoa
painful life. Cain'sdecisonsled to hissta
tus asthefirst murderer; hekilled hisown
brother and was banished from hishome.
How did Cain'slifeturn sotragic?

“...He[God] did not respect Cain and
hisoffering. And Cain was very angry, and
his countenancefell. So the LorD said to
Cain, ‘Why are you angry? And why has
your countenance fallen? If you do well,
will you not be accepted? And if you do not
dowel, sinliesat thedoor. Anditsdesire
isfor you, but you should rule over it'”

30 The Good News

by Larry Greider

(Genesis4:5-7, emphasis added throughout.)

God told Cainthat if he madetheright
choicesHewould blesshim. Cain's offer-
ing wasn't pleasing to God becauseit
apparently showed alack of proper respect.

Thisshort story givesusinsightsinto
making right decisions. Learning to put
God firgt orients us away from the egocen-
tric, self-first gpproach that ultimately leads
to frustration and unhappiness. We must
learn to rule over the selfish desires com-
monto usall. Cain'sarrogant atitude and
jedlousy led to adisastrous act on his
part—the murder of hisinnocent brother,
Abdl, and his own banishment.

“And He[God] said, ‘What have you
done? The voice of your brother’s blood
criesout to Mefrom the ground. So now
you are cursed from the earth, which has
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s
blood from your hand. When youftill the
ground, it shall nolonger yield itsstrength
to you. A fugitive and avagabond you shall
be ontheearth” And Cain said to the LorbD,
‘My punishment isgreeter than | can
bear!’” (verses 10-13).

Cain chose poorly and reaped alife of
cursesand misery.

A blundering king

Another illustration of choices and their
far-reaching implicationsisto befoundin
thelifeof thefirst king of Isragl, Saull.

Saul was confronted with adilemma
when the warring Philistines threatened the
nation of Israel. Saul felt pressured to act.
Theresponsibility of leadership fell heavily
on hisshoulders. What should he do?

He knew he should consult with the
prophet Samuel. But, when Samuel did not
arrive after seven dayswhen Saul expected
him, Saul made arash decision. He decided
to present an offering to God himself,

something he wasn't entitled to do.

When Samud did arrive shortly after-
ward, he was shocked. He asked Saull,
“What have you done?’ Saul replied:
“When | saw that the people were scat-
tered from me, and that you did not come
within the days appointed, and that the
Philistines gathered together at Michmash,
then | said, * The Philistineswill now
come down on meat Gilgal, and | have
not made supplication to the LorD.
Therefore | felt compelled, and offered
aburnt offering.”

Samuel responded: “You have done
foolishly. You have not kept the command-
ment of the Lorp your God, which He
commanded you. For now the Lorp would
have established your kingdom over Israel
forever. But now your kingdom shall
not continue. . . because you have not
kept what the Lorp commanded you”

(1 Samuel 13:8-14, emphasis added).

Saul forfeited hiskingship, lapsed into
depression, turned to afortune-teller for
help, attempted murder and in the end took
hisown life. Hisdecisons cost him dearly.

Arethese examplesrelevant to us
today? Perhaps they seem remote and out
of context in our modern world. However,
we should keep in mind that the principles
still apply.

Don't forget that we exist for apurpose.
God created uswith the potential to one
day beapart of Hisfamily. Learning to
make wise decisions based on God's
ingructionsis one of the primary lessons
everyone needsto learn.

God tellsusnot to rely on our “own
understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). “ Thereis
away that ssemsright to aman, but itsend
istheway of deeth,” Hetellsus (Proverbs
14:12). How, then, do welearn to make
wise decisons?
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Keys to right decisions

* Seek wisdom. Making theright
choicesis much easier when we seek
wisdom. “Wisdom isthe principa thing;
therefore get wisdom,” wrote King
Solomon (Proverbs 4:7). We are over-
whelmed with options and opportunities.
But core valuesdo not change. Learn-
ing to show respect for God as Cre-
ator of al thingsisfundamental to
asuccessful life. Read the wisdom
of the book of Proverbs and makeit
your daily quest to seek understand-
ing and knowledge and apply them
to decision-making.

* Obey God. After ablessed and
comfortablelife that enabled Solo-
mon to experiment with al types of
pleasures and projects, he summa:
rized what he had learned. His con-
clusion, based on alifetime of experi-
mentation, wasthis: “ Fear God and
keep hiscommandments, for thisis
thewhole duty of man” (Ecclesastes
12:13, King JamesVersion). Jesus of
Nazareth taught His disciplesasimi-
lar lesson: “. . . Seek firgt the kingdom
of God and Hisrighteousness, and al
these things shall be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33).

Both Jesus Christ and Solomon
knew that the physical thingsthat
seem the most important to usaren’t
al that significant inthelong run. In
the end, obeying and pleasing God
arewhat matters. That's the only way
we can liveatruly rewarding and
productive life. We should keep this
in mind when we make decisions.

* Develop healthy relationships.
TheBibleisal about relationships. God
wants usto bein Hisfamily. He wants us
to learn to work together and get along
with each other in peace and love. Some
of the greatest mysteriesof lifeare
revealed in learning to work together—
which takes patience, respect and hard
work to build friendships.

Having friends to encourage and inspire
you can be awonderful aid to helping you
makeright choices. Often, by talkingto a
closefriend or someone else you respect,
you cometo seeaclearer path.

On the other hand, some relationships
can be harmful. “ Evil company corrupts
good habits’ (1 Corinthians 15:33). Being
around the wrong people will affect your
judgment and lead to bad decisions.

 Structureyour life. Athletesredlize
that to accomplish great feats they need
to practice and train. Some who desireto
competein the Olympic Gamesor play
professional sports dedicate themsdlvesto
rigid training schedules. The apostle Paul
cited an athlete'sregimen as an andogy to
show that a Christian should strivetolivea

Having friends to encourage and
inspire you can be a wonderful aid
in helping you make right choices.

godly life: “But | discipline my body and
bring it into subjection, lest, when | have

of challenging projectslosetrack of time
and may even forget to eat and eep.

Remember that God gave man six days
to work and one day to rest, which shows
our Cregtor’sintention that we should be
productive. Making right choices means
wewill work toward productive goals.

* Takecareof your health. Whenyou
aresick or depressed it isdifficult
to get excited about much of any-
thing. Staying healthy involves
watching your diet, keeping physi-
cdly fit and maintaining a positive
mental outlook. You'll operate
much better when your body and
mind are healthy.

Paul asks. “. . . Do you not know
that your body isthetemple of the
Holy Spirit . . . ? Therefore glorify
God inyour body and in your spirit,
which are God's’ (1 Corinthians
6:19-20). God gave each of usan
awvesome, intricate gift in theform
of our body—and He expectsusto
takecareof it.

* Daily contact with God. If you
grasp the reason for your existence,
then you redlize God has made you
in Hisimage. Naturally Hewantsus
to devel op arelationship with Him.
Thisredization helps usknow the
purposefor our lives,

Wise decisions, when ssemming
from adesireto live up to our poten-
tial, makelifeless pressured and
more rewarding. Paul encouragesus
to maintain thisright perspective so
that “the peace of God, which sur-
passes all understanding, will guard
your heartsand minds through
Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 4:7).

preached to others, | myself should become ~ Cause and effect

disqudified” (1 Corinthians 9:27).

Inaworld of easy addiction to games,
food, acohol, work or doth, it makes sense
to take alook at how we manage our time.
Making right choicesinvolves setting and
organizing goals, then carrying them out.

* Find meaningful work. “Inall labor
thereis profit, but idle chatter leads only
to poverty,” wrote Solomon (Proverbs
14:23). God gave us amind capable of
amazing discovery, onethat is stimulated
by problem-solving and building. Doing
something profitable can help you find
meaning in life and make the days go
by quickly. Some peoplein the midst

Centuries ago God inspired Mosesto
present to the children of Israel the same
choiceswe must face.

Moses directed the congregation of the
|sralites to assemble to hear and under-
stand that their choiceto obey God—to do
His commandments—would lead to life.
On the other hand, choosing not to obey
would lead to desth. “| call heaven and
earth as witnessestoday againgt you, thet
| have set before you life and death, bless-
ing and cursing; therefore choose life, that
both you and your descendants may live’
(Deuteronomy 30:19).

May you choosewisely! G
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Evolution or Creation—

What's the Truth?

N ever has the creation-evolution debate been more heated than
it is now. And never has there been such misinformation and con-
fusion on this crucial subject. Have you been confused about the
facts? Take this short true-or-false quiz to assess your knowledge.

[] Fossil discoveries over the last century have proven Darwin’s
theory of evolution to be true.

© 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc.

[] Most astronomers believe the universe has always existed,
so there is no need for a Creator.

[] The fossil record shows simple life-forms evolving over time into
more-complex creatures.

[] All animals and plants and relationships among them can easily
be explained by the theory of evolution.

[J The Bible plainly teaches that the earth was created about 6,000
years ago, so it is impossible to reconcile the Bible and science.

[] The fossil record shows exactly what we should expect if evolu-
tion were true: many transitional links between species and the
beginnings of features such as new limbs, bones and organs.

[1 Our beliefs on evolution and God have no bearing on how we live and treat each other.

The correct answer to all of the above questions is false. If you missed some, don't be surprised.
After all, we are routinely led to believe that most or all of these are “facts” proven by science. The
truth, however, is far different!

You need to understand the truth about our origins, creation and the theory of evolution.
We've prepared these two clear, easy-to-understand booklets—Life’s Ultimate Question: Does God
Exist? and Creation or Evolution: Does It Really Matter What You Believe?—to help you learn the
truth. You'll discover many fascinating facts difficult to uncover anywhere else!

For your free copies, contact any of our offices listed United Church of God

on page 2 or visit our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org. an International Association
www.gnmagazine.org



