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You may have noticed something alittle different on the cover of The Good
News. We ve added asubtitle that wethink capturesthe essence of what The
Good Newsisdl aout: AMagazne of Understanding.

Thegod of The Good Newsisto providejust that: understanding. Other mag-
azinesreport the news, whether it’s current events, socid trendsor lighter fare
like gportsor persondity news and tidbits. They provide information, but not
answers. They don't addresstheredlly big, redly important questions Why are
we here? What isour purposeinlife? Why, in spite of astounding technologica
progress, can we not solve many of our most basic, longstanding problems?
Why must theworld be plagued with war, crime, violence and misery?Why are
30 many families, marriages and relationships—and ultimately even whole soci-
eties—bresking down?Why can't theworld' sbest and brightest find solutions?

What other megazinesdon't tell youiswhy these events and trendstake place,
nor wherethey areleading us. It' saparadox that in thisinformation age, atime
characterized by an unprecedented explosion of knowledge, communication and
data, weare dill solacking in the understanding of what it all means. Weache
for answersto questionswe can't quiite put into words.

All good writers and editors have their sourcesto help them report and explain
thenews. The sameistrue of thosewho bring you The Good News. We, too, have
aprimary source. Although our sourceiseminently credible, many peopleare
suspiciousof it or flatly reject it. Mogt writers, editorsand publisherscompletely
disregard thissource of true, lagting knowledge. Although they can report what's
happening—the who, what, when, where and how—they cannot explainwhy.

It sonething to report the news. It s quite adifferent matter to dissect and
explanworld trendsand eventsinlight of the Bible. That’ swhere The Good
News comesin.

Few of our writersaretrained journdigts. Their focusingtead hasbeenthe
world stage, the human condition and, most important, the Bible. That isour
primary source, the only onethat explainsthe reason for the eventsand trends
we see around us.

Canyou believethis source? Should you believeit? Those are the mgjor
guestionswe addressin thisissue.

If you want understanding, this sourcetellsyou whereto begin: ©. .. The
Lorp giveswisdom; from Hismouth come knowledge and understanding”
(Proverbs 2:6).

Hiswordsare preserved for usin the pages of the Bible, and the answerscan
come when you gpproach the questions from the right perspectiveandinthe
proper frame of mind. “Thefear of the Lorp isthe beginning of wisdom, and
theknowledge of the Holy Oneisunderstanding,” Hetellsus (Proverbs 9:10).

Reed thisissue carefully. Seek out the source of knowledge that so many
ignore. The Good Newsis*amagazine of understanding” only because our
primary sourceisabook of understanding. Study its pages, and the pages of
The Good News, to gain theingight so many lack.

Whilewe re on the subject of changes, we' ve made some additions—
“Questionsand Answers’ and “Letters From Our Readers’—to make The
Good News more helpful to you.

We get many |etters on topics discussed in The Good News and on other
hiblical subjects. Often different peoplewill raise the same questions. Sometimes
we may addressthose questionsin an article or booklet, but often they can be
addressed briefly in afew paragraphs. WE | often address such topicsin the new
question-and-answer fegture.

Other questions can be addressed in only asentence or two. \When gppropri-
ae, we'll respondin our new letters column. We d like your feedback onwhat
you findin The Good News. Wethink you'll find the thoughts of our interna-
tional family of readers quiteinteresting. Welook forward to hearing from you.

—Soott Ashley
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Read the Book

George Washington thought “it is impossible to rightly govern the world” without

it. Queen Victoria exclaimed that it “accounts for the supremacy of England.”

Abraham Lincoln believed it is “the best gift God has ever given to man.” Dwight
Eisenhower said, “Our civilization is built upon its words.” They were all discus-

sing the same book, the Bible. They all read it. Isnt about time the rest of us did? .. .. .. 4
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What's “Left Behind” in the Rapture Theory?
The rapture theory has gained increasing popularity in recent years and even
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Panama: Another Major Sea Gate Relinquished

In the early 1900s the United States built one of the world’s great engineering
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The Good Friday-Easter Sunday Question

Jesus Christ said He would be entombed “three days and three nights in the heart

i ; FiEN of the earth.” But how can you squeeze three days and three nights between a Friday-

America surrenders priceless real estate 14 afternoon crucifixion and a Sunday-morning resurrection? Learn the surprising truth! . . .. 17
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Our modern world is far removed from the dusty Judean roads Jesus walked
2,000 years ago. Can He really understand the difficulties and challenges we
face today? Can He empathize with the kinds of suffering we must go through? . ..
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Reading to and with children can make an enormous difference in their
educational, social and moral development. So why aren’t more families
doing it? Here are some pointers on how you can help your entire family.

Jesus Christ's Later Ministry

The Gospels are filled with many tiny details about the life and times of
Jesus of Nazareth. Some critics have dismissed those accounts as fakes and
fabrications. But what do such details tell us about the Gospels” accuracy? . . .
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Advertising executive and writer Bruce Barton called it The Book Nobody Knows.
No other book is more important to you and your future.

by Scott Ashley

"We reject with scorn all these
learned and labored myths that
Moses was but a legendary
figure. We believe that the
most scientific view, the most
up-to-date and rationalistic
conception, will find its fullest
satisfaction in taking the Bible

story literally.”

Sir Winston Churchill

4 The Good News

residents, monarchs and judges
placetheir hands onit when they
swear into office. Witnessesin
tridsplace one hand on it while they
swear totell thetruth, the wholetruth, and
nothing but the truth. Many brides carry it at
their weddings.

It Stsunobtrusively in desk and dresser
drawers of many hotelsand motels. Most resi-
denceshave a least one, and often it occupies
aplace of honor on the mantel, coffeetableor
nightstand, whereit givestheimpression of
being reed daily.

If it werelisted by booksdllers, it would per-
petualy makethe best-sdller ligts, with mil-
lions of copies sold and given away year after
year. It hasbeen trandated into more than
2,000 languages and didects.

Thisbook is, of course, the Bible.

But, popular thoughit is, how many people
ever takethetimeto read it?

Last year asurvey by the Barna Research
Group, aresearch firm specidizing inreligious
issues, found that only onein threeAmericans
read the Bible regularly or could namethe
writers of thefour Gospels (Matthew, Mark,
Lukeand John). Not even half of those
surveyed could name even five of the Ten
Commandments. Mot indicated they find
theBibleirrdevant.

Although Bible sdlesin recent years have
surged among some publishers, and dozens
of varying versonsand trandationslinethe
shelves of religious and secular bookstores
dike, surveyslikethis show that relatively few
takethetimeto actualy read the Scriptures.
Even fewer understand them.

What aremarkable turnaround from earlier
generations!

Bible-believing leaders

Ronald Reagan, U.S. president from 1981
t0 1989, sad of the Scriptures: “Withinthe
coversof theBibleared| theanswersfor dl
the problems men face. The Bible can touch
hearts, order minds, and refresh souls”

Only ageneration ago Dwight D. Eisen-

hower, president from 1953 to 1961, extolled
the Scriptureswith thesewords: “The Bible
isendorsed by the ages. Our civilizationis
built upon itswords. In no other Book isthere
such acollection of inspired wisdom, fedlty
and hope”

Thelegendary Winston Churchill firmly
believed in the accuracy and integrity of the
Bible. “We reject with scorn all these learned
and labored mythsthat Moseswas but aleg-
endary figure” the British statesman wrote.
“Webdievethat the most scientific view, the
most up-to-date and rationalistic conception,
will finditsfullest satisfactionin taking the
Biblestory literaly.”

Many other greet leaders have likewise
believed in and tried to order their lives
according to the Bible'singtructions.

Queen Victoria, who ruled Gregt Britain
at the height of its power, exclamed, “ That
book [the Bible] accountsfor the supremacy
of England!”

Abraham Lincoln, who led the United
States through the Civil War asits 16th pres-
dent, perhaps summed it up best when he said:
“| believethat the Bibleisthe best gift God
hasever givento man.”

George Washington, Revolutionary War
commander and first president of the United
States, said: “Itisimpossibleto rightly govern
theworld without God and the Bible”

Substance or show?

What about you? How much attention do
you pay to the Bible?

Of theworld's six billioninhabitants, about
athird clamto befollowers of the Bible. But
how many follow Jesus Chrigt’s adviceto read
that Book? (Matthew 12:3, 5; 19:4; 21:16, 42;
22:31; Mark 2:25; 12:10, 26; Luke 6:3).

Notice God's view of those who outwardly
adhereto Hiswords but neglect to live by
them: “ These people come near to mewith
their mouth and honour mewith their lips,
but their heartsare far fromme. Their wor-
ship of meis made up only of rulestaught
by men” (Isaiah 29:13, New International



...............

Version, emphasis added throughout). Butitisupto uswhether wewill tekethe  and evil, % inthat | com-
God isneither impressed nor pleased with  initiativeto study and live by thosewords. mand you today to lovethe LorD
empty outward appearances of religion.He  When God revedled Hisindruction to the your God, towak in Hisways, and to keep
is pleased, though, with those who deeply Israelites, He st beforethem achoice “See, | Hiscommandments, His statutes, and His
respect HisWord: “Thisistheonel esteem:  have st before you today lifeand good, desth  judgments, that you may live and multiply;

hewho ishumble and contritein spirit, and
tremblesat myword” (Isaiah 66:2, NIV).

The choice is up to you What GOd 5 Word Sa S
How does God view our choice of whether AbOUt GOdS Word

toliveby HisWord or not? How does God expect us to view and use His Word, the Bible? Consider some of

When Herevealed Hisinstructionsto these examples from the Scriptures:
ancient Israel, formerly adlave peoplein * Kings of Israel were commanded to write out a copy of God's law and read it
Egypt, Hewanted the I sraglitesto serve as throughout the days of their lives, using it as the basis for ruling the people
amodel nation to the other peoplesaround (Deuteronomy 17:18-20).
them. Through His servant Moses God ¢ Almighty God commanded Moses to read His Word publicly before all Israel,
told them: “ See, | have taught you decrees including men and women, children and strangers (Deuteronomy 31:11-13).
and laws asthe Lorp my God commanded ¢ Joshua also read to all Israel—its elders, officers and judges—the words of
me, so that you may follow themin theland God's law (Joshua 8:32-35).
you are entering to take possession of it. * Psalm 119:105 tells us that God's Word is “a lamp to [our] feet and a light to
Observe them carefully, for thiswill show [our] path.”
your wisdomand under standing to the ¢ God says He esteems the person “who trembles at My word” (Isaiah 66:2).
nations, who will hear about all these ¢ Ezra and Nehemiah read from the law to the people as part of their religious
decreesand say, ‘ Surely thisgreat ntion is reforms after Judah returned from captivity in Babylon (Nehemiah 8).
awise and understanding people’ What e Jesus Christ said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word

that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4; quoted from
Deuteronomy 8:3).

o Luke recorded Jesus' words when He said, “. . . Blessed are those who hear the
word of God and keep it!" (Luke 11:28).

¢ Paul described the Old Testament Scriptures as “inspired by God"” and “useful
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that

other nationisso great asto have. . . such
righteous decrees and laws asthis body of
laws| am setting before you today ?’
(Deuteronomy 4:5-8, NIV).

God intendsthat Hisway of lifebeashin-

ing example. When nglveby them, His everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work”
lawsareamodel of wisdom and understand- (2 Timothy 3:16-17, New Revised Standard Version).

ing to those:around us. Christ Himself made God is clear on this: Eventually all human beings will know Him (Hebrews 8:11).
it clear that we areto live not only by physi- You can begin to know God by reading His Word.

ca food “but by every word of God” —Jerold Aust

(Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3).

Photo illustration by Shaun Venish/Digital Stock/Scott Campbell MarCh/ApI’“ 2000 5
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The Bible Is Like . . .

A jigsaw puzzle. Typically, most pieces of a large jigsaw puzzle cannot be iden-
tified when they are apart from their adjoining pieces. When the pieces are finally
joined together, a clear picture emerges. Solving a jigsaw puzzle is much easier
when the top of the box the puzzle came in illustrates the completed puzzle. Like-
wise, many verses and truths in the Bible are not clear when first studied alone
and out of context. But, by patiently studying and fitting the pieces together, we
can come to understand the larger truths as well as each individual piece. Once
we comprehend God's overall plan, it is like having the box top. We understand
the big picture, and each point of truth is more quickly understood.

A quilt. Each patch on a quilt has its own design, and all the patches together
make an overall design. Each patch is securely sewn to the adjoining patches to
create unity and strength in the whole. The same is true of the Bible. Each part
has its own message, but each part complements the others without clash or con-
tradiction. They join together and combine into the overall message of God's
beautiful plan for mankind.

A bird’s feather. A feather is a work of art when seen from afar or close up.
From a distance a feather looks simple yet graceful, but, when examined under
a microscope, it is amazingly complex. Long rows of barbs protrude from the
quill, and overlapping barbules protrude from the barbs. The barbules are held
in place by hooklike structures known as barbicels. Barbs can be separated from
each other and smoothed back into place because barbules and barbicels act
somewhat like a zipper. Similarly, the Bible has an overall comfortable simplicity;
its messages can be understood and enjoyed by even those with little education.
At the same time, God's Word is composed of myriad patterns and details that
interface and interlock with perfect harmony. The Scriptures offer endless chal-
lenges to the serious student who wants to examine it under a microscope.
Those who study the Bible more closely are rewarded with fascinating and
edifying discoveries.

The ocean. Although different types of marine life live at different depths in
the ocean, they all contribute to one harmonious ecosystem. As a diver goes
deeper and deeper, one new world of wonder after another opens up to view.
Likewise, casual Bible readers enjoy the familiar messages near the surface. Those
who delve deeper discover new wonders that, while not as familiar, are perfectly
designed and delightful.

A huge castle or mansion, with many fascinating rooms. Although the rooms
are decorated differently, they have enough similarity to point to one owner and
decorator. Each room is full of beautiful, perfect specimens of furnishings and
decor, all with rich history and meaning. Likewise, every book and section of the
Bible is like another room to be experienced, examined and enjoyed. We can
linger comfortably in each room for as long as we like, learning what that room
has to offer before moving on. Similarly, the Bible is like a subterranean cavern
with its many chambers, all connected with winding passages. Each room has its
marvelous stalactites, stalagmites and other unique formations. A Bible student
wants to explore each part of God's Word.

A gold mine. Mining gold usually requires the hard work of digging. When the
gold is far underground, miners must dig deep. The Bible has unlimited treasures
of knowledge, understanding and wisdom. God offers it to all without charge,
but each person must dig to find and obtain it. Even after we have acquired some
of the gold, God expects us to keep digging for more. Just as a miner can continue
to increase his prosperity, God wants His people to continue to grow spiritually.

An operation manual. Many people make serious mistakes trying to operate a
machine-without reading the manual. God provided an instruction manual for
the humans He created. (He also offers service and repairs for when we are bro-
ken or dysfunctional, but that's another story.) People should realize that the Cre-
ator.knows.better than anyone else how we are supposed to live. But people try
to operate their lives without reading the manual. Imagine a machine telling its
maker it didn"t Want anyone telling it what to do. But foolish people tend to
neglect or.reject God's instructions. As a result, they make endless and often tragic
mistakes. Let's read and follow the manual.

—Don Hooser

The Good News

and the Loro your God will blessyou. . .

“But if your heart turns away so that you
donot hear, . . . | announceto you today that
you shal surely perish; .. . | call heavenand
earth aswitnesses today againgt you, thet |
have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both
you and your descendants may live’
(Deuteronomy 30:15-19).

In other words, God promises gregt blessngs
for thosewilling to study HisWord and put it
into practice. Failing tolive by it will bring its
own punishmentsin the sorrow and suffering
that inevitably follow breaking God'slaws.

More reasons to read the Book

Besdesthese reasons straight from our
Crestor, there are many other reasonswe
should reed the Book:

* Itisthebassfor Western civilization and
Jewish and Chritian culture and society.

* [tisaunique historical document spanning
0me 4,000 yearsof history.

o [tisaremarkableliterary work, studied in
thousands of college and university classesfor
itsvalue asliterature alone.

« |t offers straightforward, practical advice
on every aspect of life.

* [tisaconggtent best-seller year after year.

The early-American patriot Patrick Henry,
famousfor hisgtirring cry of “ Give meliberty
or givemedesath!,” said that the Bible“isworth
al other bookswhich have ever been printed.”

Where to begin

If by now you seethevauein discovering the
treasures of the Biblefor yoursdf, you may won-
der whereto begin. Theanswer isto begina the
beginning, with thefirst chepter of Genesis.

Some Bibles contain only what iscaled
the New Testament, plus perhaps Psdms and
Proverbs. By omitting the Old Testamentt,
such Biblesleave out about three quarters of
thematerid God inspired to bewritten and
preserved through the agesfor us.

Besureyou have aBibletha containsboth
the Old and New Testaments. After dl, the Old
Testament writingswere the“Holy Scriptures’
towhich the apostle Paul referred when he
wroteto Timothy: “All Scriptureisgiven by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for ingruction
in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Thewriters of the New Testament under-
stood the Hebrew Scripturesto beinspired by
God. They included about 300 quotations from
the Old Testament in their writingsaswell as
hundredsof dlusionstoit.



Read and learn

If you spend only 10to 15 minutesaday
reading the Bible, you can completeit in
about ayear. Initidly you need not be so
concerned with Sudying the Bible or solving
problems as much assmply reading through
it. At other timesyou can sit down with The
Good News, some of our booklets or our
Bible Sudy Course and study the Scriptures
in much greater depth asyou examine
varioustopics.

Asyou read you'll discover many fascinat-
ing storiesinvolving history, romance, danger,
violence, intrigue and even prophecy. You'll
quickly encounter men and women such as
Abraham, Sarah, Isaec, Rebekah, Jacob,
Rechel, Joseph, Mases, Miriam, David,
Solomon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Danid, Peter and
Paul—a ong with the biographies and teech-
ingsof Jesus Chrigt. Their Sorieswere written
down asexamplesfor us, preserved sowe
could learn from their many and varied experi-
ences(Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 10:6-11).

TheBible explainsthingsasthey redly
are—the good, the bad and the ugly. It pre-
sentsaclear picture of human failingsand
givesthe solutions.

If some passages are unclear, you may
want to compare one or more Bible versions
to clear things up. Used-book soresarea
good placeto find inexpensive Bible trans-
lations. (To understand the differencesin
approach among varioustrandations, be
sureto request your free copy of the booklet

Howto Understand the Bible.)

Try to read with an open mind and fresh
approach, asthough you werereading every
scripturefor thefirst time. You'll be surprised
what you'll discover. Some scriptures, for
example, may directly contradict what you
awaysbelieved the Bible said (for some
examples, see“What Doesthe Bible Redlly
Say?" below; “What's Left Behind in the
Rapture Theory?,” page 10; and “ The Good
Friday—Easter Sunday Question,” page 17).
Besuretorely onwhat the Bible says, not
what someone saysit says.

Questions may cometo mind asyou reed
aong. Jot them down before you forget.
Fed freetowrite uswith any questionsyou
may have. Inmany casesyour question will
be covered in detail in one of our bookletsor
an earlier Good News article. Or you may
find the answer |ater asyou continueto read
the Scriptures.

First things first

If you apply itswords, reading the Bible
can bethe most rewarding thing you ever do.
Woodrow Wilson, U.S. president from 1913
01921, compared hissuccessto the gpplica
tion of God'sWord. “ Thereareagood many
problems before the American people today,
and before me as President, but | expect to
find the solution of those problemsjust inthe
proportion that | am faithful in the study of the
Word of God.” No doubt much of the success
of the American experience can be attributed

What Does the Bible Really Say?

The Bible Does Not Say:

e Man has or is an immortal soul
(the words immortal and soul appear
together nowhere in the Bible).

¢ Heaven is the reward of the saved.

 The Sabbath day is abolished, or
Christians should regard Sunday as the
Sabbath.

e Sunday is “the Lord's day.”

¢ God will punish the wicked forever
in an ever-burning hellfire.

e God’s law is abolished or annulled
under the New Covenant.

The Bible Does Say:

¢ "The soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel
18:4, 20).

¢ “No one has ascended to heaven”
(John 3:13).

¢ Both Jesus Christ and the apostle
Paul customarily taught on the Sabbath
day (Luke 4:16; Acts 17:2).

e Jesus Christ is “Lord of the Sabbath”
(Mark 2:28).

e The fate of the wicked is to be
burned to ashes (Malachi 4:3).

e Under the New Covenant, God
writes His law on human hearts
(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 8:10).

If you would like to learn more about what the Bible teaches on these
subjects, be sure to request your free copies of the booklets What Happens After
Death? and Sunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest.

toitsleaders familiarity with God'sWord.

By studying the Bibleyou'll gain won-
derful indghtsinto your relationshipswith
family, friendsand others. You'll far better
understand why our world isin the condition
it'sin. You'll cometo understand yourself
far better than you ever did.

The Biblerecordsalasting compliment to
citizensof Bereawho, on hearing the gpostle
Paul’steaching, “ searched the Scriptures
daily to find out whether these thingswere
0" (Acts17:11). They wanted to be sure that
what they were learning wasredly what the
Scriptures said. They set acommendable
examplefor us.

How about you? Where do you fitin? Do
you search the Scripturesto discover whether
thewordswritten there are true? If you do,
you can share thejoy of discovery experi-
enced by thewriter of Psalm 119, who
praised God and His eterna Word:

“Oh, how | loveYour [aw! Itismy
meditation dl the day. You, through Your
commandments, make mewiser than my
enemies. . . | have more understanding than
al my teachers, for Your tesimoniesare
my meditation. | understand morethanthe
ancients, because | keep Your precepts.
| haverestrained my feet from every evil way,
that | may keep Your word. | have not
departed from Your judgments, for You Your-
sdf havetaught me. How sweet areYour
wordsto my taste, sweeter than honey to my
mouth!” (verses 97-103). Gn

RecoMmMENDED READING

Where should you begin in your study
of the Bible?We recommend that you
firs read Isthe Bible True? Thisfree
booklet examinesthe Bible
from the perspectives of sci-
ence, higtory, archaeology
and prophecy, showing that
theBibleisindeed trust-
worthy. Also request How
to Understand the Bible, a
helpful guidethat shows
you keysfor increasing
your biblical understanding.

Besureto enroll in our 12-lesson
Bible Sudy Course. It will takeyou
through the mgjor themes of the Bible,
addressing your ultimate destiny, why
God alows suffering, and much more.

All these publications are free for
the asking from any of our offices listed
on page 2 or from our Web site at
WWW.gnmagazine.org.
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A 'Tragic and Increasing Trend.:
Disbelief in the Bible

The Bible is losing its once-held prominence in the Western world.
Even professing Christians seldom read God's Word.

helast decade hasrevedled a

trend in Americans approach

to the Bible. According to

nationa surveys conducted

by Barna Research, in 1992

nearly half of al adults (47
percent) read from the Bible during the
week. That figure plummeted to just 31
percent by 1995, then rose dightly to 36 per-
cent in 1999. The proportion of adultswho
read from the Bible during the course of a
week, other than when they arein church
services, has declined dramatically since
theearly ' 90s.

Pollster George Gallup and Michadl Lind-
say cowrote abook that documentsthe sha-
lowness of American Chrigtianity. Two of the
underlying themes suggested by their findings
are“theglaring lack of knowledge about the
Bible, basic doctrines, and thetraditions of
oneschurch. . . [and] the superficidity of
faith, with many people not knowing what
they believe, or why” (George Gallup J. and
D. Miched Lindsay, Surveying the Religious
Landscape Trendsin U.S Bdiefs, 1999, p. 4).

About 93 percent of Americanshavea
Bibleor portion of the Bible (the New Testar
ment) in their homes. However, the number
of Americanswho view the Bible asinfali-
ble and having authority over their livesis
decreasing sharply (ibid., pp. 34-35, 50).

“Most Americans consder the Bibleto
beacallection of inspired writings, but ‘ not
everything init should betaken literdly. This
movetoward understanding the Bible asthe
inspired, and not necessarily asthe actud,
word of God, isone of the most
dramdtic shiftsin religious beliefssince the
1960s. Asrecently as 1963, two personsin
three viewed the Bible as the actual word
of God, to betaken literaly, word for word.
Today, only one person in three still holds
tothet interpretation” (ibid., pp. 35-36).

Surveysreved how littlethe average
American knows about the Bible. The reli-
gion section of The DallasMorning News
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on Nov. 27, 1999, featured an article on

the declining readership of the Bible. The
headlinereads. “Who Reads It? Fewer and
Fewer, Say Those Bemoaning Bible llliter-
acy”” Thearticle noted that, when quizzed on
simple basic questions about the Bible, most
people score poorly, even though most of
them own Bibles.

Unbelief in Europe has been growing for
decades. Northern Europe haslong been
known asthe“North German Plain of Irreli-
gion.” SeriousBible reading is definitely on
thewane—likewiseliving by itsvalues.

Chritianity isincreasingly disconnected
from the book on which it was founded,
whileforces hogtileto Chrigtianity grow ever
gronger. Asaresult, scholars have described
thelate 20th century asthe post-Christian
era, and some say we are entering an anti-
Chrigtian era

Brief upturn in Bible interest

In pite of thesetrends, 1999 saw an
upsurgeininterest in the Bible. What sparked
it? Largely the fears and hopes associated
with the approaching year 2000. People
expressed amix of secular and spiritua
fears—apprehension about possibleY 2K
computer malfunctions, terrorism, apossible
stock-market dump with mgjor financial
losses, conspiracies, gpocayptic eventscli-
maxing in Armageddon, and the fear of many
that they weren't ready to meet their Maker.

Therewere hopestoo. Many hoped for a
large-scale spiritud revival. Many hoped the
dawn of the year 2000 would see the second
coming of Christ and the ushering in of the
messianic millennium.

These fearsand hopeswere stirred up
by what preachers and authorswere saying
about the Biblerather than what the Bible
actually says. Listenersand readerswere
led to believe messages that were amixture
of truth and error. Thiseventualy led to
disappointment and disillusionment.
Tragicaly, as peoplelosetrust in sermons

and books that are misrepresented asbeing
firmly rooted in the Bible, they tend to lose
trust inthe Bibleitsalf.

But Bible teachers are not the only onesto
blamefor biblicd illiteracy. Christ wantsus
to beHisdisciples, and adiscipleisastudent.
Bible students need to reed the textbook
for themselves.

Paul’sand Silas'saudiencein Bereahad
theided atitude and approach: “ Thesewere
more fair-minded than thosein Thessalo-
nica, in that they recelved theword with al
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily
to find out whether these thingswere so”
(Acts17:11).

Why apathy toward the Bible?

Why have we seen an overdl declinein
respect for and readership of the Bible?

Severd factorsare a work. First, our very
nature—our tendency to self-centeredness
and to act asif we were independent of
God'sauthority over us—isaconstant
pull away from God'slaw and way of life
(Romans8:7).

Second, we are heavily influenced by an
increasingly secular society and the percep-
tion thet the Bibleisirrelevant—a perception
craftily encouraged by a powerful spirit
being, Satan the devil, who “ decaivesthe
wholeworld” (Revelation 12:9). Heis
awaysa work to discredit the Bible and
the concept of absolutetruth.

Third, when people prosper they tend to
forget God and His purpose for mankind.
Aneasy lifemakesit easy to forget the Bible.
Asfinancid confidenceincreases, reliance
on God wanes. The year 2000 tarted with
abooming economy and grest optimism for
continued prosperity. But devotion to materi-
dismisamorta enemy of true spiritudlity.

God warned the | sradlites that once they
werein the Promised Land they would be
inclined to forget God and not give Him credit
for their progperity. God warned them not to
forget thetrue source of their prosperity, lest



“you say inyour heart, ‘My power and
themight of my hand have gained methis
wedth'” (see Deuteronomy 8:11-18).

Christ sad, “It iswritten, ‘Man shdl not
live by bread [materid things] aone, but by
every word of God'” (Luke 4:4). But sdIf-
reliant and materiaistic man foolishly tries
toliveby bread done.

What can we expect for the near future?
Should we anticipate further disinterest in the
Bible?Most likely. Basad on the present spir-
ituad disillusonment and the renewed faith
in our technologica society, it seemsamost
certain that reading, believing and obeying
the Biblewill continueto decline.

End-time secular society

What doesthe Bibleitself reveal about the
spiritua conditionsand attitude toward God
and the Biblein the end time? What will be
the consequences, and what can wedo to
preparefor Christ’sreturn?

Jesustdlsus. “But asthe days of Noah
were, 0 dsowill the coming of the Son of
Man be. For asin the daysbeforetheflood,
they were egting and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noah
entered the ark, and did not know until the
flood came and took them al away, so dso
will the coming of the Son of Man be”’
(Matthew 24:37-39).

Jesus predicted that many people would
live rather normally, actively and comfort-
ably until only ashort time before He
would suddenly intervene. The scene He
describesis one of prosperity, with no
apparent sense of alarm, no wake-up call
to search the Scriptures.

We know that in the days of Noah “the
wickedness of man was grest in the earth”
(Genesis6:5). So Christ waswarning thet the
way of lifeof many in the end timewould be
wicked aswell. Many would be contemptu-
ousof theWord of God.

Jesus asked, “When the Son of man
comes, will hefind faith on earth?’ (Luke
18:8, RSV). His questionimpliesthat
doubt will outweigh faith, with relatively
few exceptions.

Prophecies of spiritual apathy

Paul describes people'sfocusinthelast
days. “. .. For menwill beloversof them-
selves, loversof money, . . . loversof pleasure
rather thanloversof God. . " (2 Timothy
3:1-4). Thelist doesn't indicate many will
belovers of God'sWord.

Verse 5tdlsusthat many will have“a
form of godliness but denying its power.”
Gallup polls show thet, dthough Americans

want “ spirituality,” they don't necessarily
want it to be Bible-based. According to
recent surveys, “the percentage of Americans
who say they fed the need intheir livesto
experience spiritua growth has surged 24
pointsin just four years—from 58 percent

in 1994 to 82 percent in 1998” (Galup and
Lindsay, p. 1).

But people seek spirituaity through vari-
ousformsand methods, through countless
Chrigtian and non-Chrigtian religionsand
customized combinations of beliefsand prac-
tices. “The United Statesis brimming with
... myriad religiousfaths[and] . . . diverse
foreignideologiesand philosophies. .. The
optionsfor those religious convictionswill
become even more manifold than they are
today” (ibid., p. 23).

Itissad thet thetruereligion God reveals
in HisWord—the onewith red power—is
losing favor and growing rare.

In 2 Timothy 3:7 Paul addsthat somewill
be“adwayslearning and never ableto come
to theknowledge of thetruth” Compare
thiswith Jesus definition of truth in His
prayer to His Father: “ Your word istruth”
(John 17:17).

Many people haveinquiring minds, but
much of their inquiry isthe pursuit of the
trivia and the tantalizing. Those who sexi-
oudy search for truth and the meaning of life
oftenfail tolook for it intheright place—the
Holy Scriptures.

But this, too, was prophesied. “ For the
timewill comewhen . . . they will turntheir
earsaway from thetruth, and beturned aside
tofables’ (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Paul warned the church a Thessalonica
about conditionsin “that Day”—thetime
a which Jesus Christ would decisively inter-
venein human affairs. He said many would
be deceived “ because they did not receivethe
love of thetruth, that they might be saved”

(2 Thessdonians 2:3, 9-10).

Be the exception!

Thegood newsisthat we can be excep-
tions, different from the complacent, uncar-
ing massesin these last days. We have the
wonderful opportunity to develop “thelove
of thetruth’—alove of God'sWord—that
will keep usfrom being deceived aswe
approach theend of the age.

But how?

Significantly, the longest chapter inthe
Bible—Psalm 119 —is devoted to praising
God for HisWord and Hislaws. Itswriter
exults, “Oh, how | loveyour law! Itismy
meditation al theday” (verse 97). Each
of uscan develop thissamelove and

reverence for God'sWord.

Theworld isfaling adeep spiritualy, but
we can chooseto stay awakeand dert and
aware of trends. AsPaul says, “let usnot
deep, asothersdo, but let uswatch and be
sober” (1 Thessaonians 5:6). To “watch”
meansto be spiritudly dert and attentive,
like asentry or watchman.

Paul tellsusto “put on the whole armor
of God, that you may be ableto stand againgt
thewilesof thedevil” (Ephesians6:11).
Then Paul liststhe pieces of God'sarmor,
including “the sword of the Spirit, whichis
theword of God” (verses 14-18). God's
Wordisour chief wegponin our spiritua
warfare againg theforces of evil.

God gave usHisWord to serve asthe
foundation for al knowledge, understanding
and wisdom. Thosewho are wise will
replace aversion to study with an earnest
desreto study. Jesussaid that “blessed are
thasewho hear [read and understand] the
word of God and keepit!” (Luke 11:28).

How to be ready

At theright time Jesus Christ will sud-
denly intervene with apocayptic judgments
and actions. Peopleare skepticd,, thinking
such will never happen. They think: I've
heard that too many times before, and it
never happened.

The apostle Peter predicted that “ scof-
ferswill comeinthelast days. .. saying,
‘Whereisthe promise of Hiscoming? "

(2 Peter 3:3-4).

You may remember how, inthefamiliar
Aesop fable, thetownsfolk became skeptical
after the shepherd boy repeatedly cried
“wolf, wolf!” when there was no wolf. By
thetimeared wolf threatened, the people
would not believe the boy’scry for help.

There have been countlessfalseteachings
and misunderstandings about Bible
prophecy. Nevertheless Bible prophecy is
true. Jesus promised Hewill return, and He
will. Itisatragedy that many think thetrue
preaching of prophecy isamerecry of “walf.”

(For aproper prophetic understanding of
eventsthe Bible predictsin connection with
the stark redlities of world newsand trends,
be sureto request your free copiesof Are\W\e
Living in the Time of the End? and You Can
Undergtand Bible Prophecy.)

TheBibleis God'sgreet gift of divine
revelation to mankind. It is His handbook
for life. Itisthe Book of Books. Let'sthank
God for inspiring it, preserving it and making
itincreasingly available and accessible
throughout theworld. Let'sturntoit, not
away fromit. G
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~Whats ‘Left Behind’
in the Rapture Theory?

Millions of people have read novels structured around the idea of the rapture of Christians.
Why do people believe in a rapture? Is there any biblical validity to this teaching?

any peopletraveled to
Jerusdlemto beon the
scene Jan. 1, 2000, in
anticipation of certain
events. Some expected
Jesus Chrigt to return
on that date; othersthought they would
be“raptured” away to meet Him. Yet the
day came and went with nothing of the
sort happening.

Wheredid theideaof arapture—asuper-
natural, sudden remova of believers—
originate?\Why do so many people believe
that the Bible prophesiesarapture?

The Left Behind series of booksand videos
have variably dirred, frightened or entertained
millions. Authors Jm Jenkinsand Tim
LaHaye popularized in the 1990sthe same
understanding and expectations about “a
secret rapture” that author Hal Lindsey had
inthe 1970swith The Late Great Planet
Earth and Vanished.

The Left Behind novelsrevolve around the
gory linethat non-Chrigtiansare | eft behind”
when Chrigt secretly and suddenly removes
true believersfrom earth. Chrisianswho are
driving cars, piloting planes and going about
thelr everyday activities abruptly dissppear—
and those“|eft behind” are baffled by their
mysterious disgppearance. Politica and sex-
ud intrigueis spliced into thereligioustheme
of thebooksin the name of spreading the
message to aswide an audience aspossible.

Mr. Lindsey wasthefirst modern writer to
popularize the rapture theory. He still writes
and spesks on the theme. The popular Ameri-
can TV program 60 Minutes || recently
caught up with him on atour hewasleading
inlsreel. Hewasdtill preaching thet end-time
prophecy will begin with the rapture, which
istheingtant calling to heaven of Chritians.
“Peoplewill actudly disappesar, Lindsey
sys’ (“ApocaypseNow,” CBS, 1999).

Mr. Jenkinsisthewriter of the Left Behind
materid. Mr. LaHaye provides him with input
from areligious perspective. Their popular
works do not offer readersthe theology of the
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raptureideain asystematic fashion. That is,
the books do not explain the scripturd basis
for the dogmaor how one might proveit from
theBible.

The rapture as doctrine

Although theideaof the raptureisaccepted
asfact by millions, its proponentsciteonly a
few ambiguous biblica passages toteachand
definethedoctrine.

A dictionary definesrapturesmply as
“ecdatic joy or delight; joyful ecstasy.”
Another saysrapture means“amystical
experienceinwhich the piritisexdtedtoa
knowledge of divinethings” How do these
meaningsrelateto thereturn of Chrigt?

Explanations are ambiguous. Some point
toasnglewordintheLatintrandation of a
singlewordinthe Greek text of the Bible
(Mike Cady, The Rapture-Prophecy Bible
Sudy, 1998, p. 3). The Lainword israpere,
meaning “to saize’ or “to abduct.” The con-
ceptisthat Chrigtians are suddenly snatched
or seized from the earth by Chrigt.

Sowiddy heldisthebelief that the theo-
logica definition of thergpturefindsitsway
into another dictionary as*the experience,
anticipated by some fundamentalist Chris-
tians, of meeting Christ midway intheair
upon hisreturnto the earth”

Even thisdefinition doesnot accurately
reflect the prevaent explanaions of therap-
turetheory; that is, rapture defendersteach
that Christ will do the snatching of believers
before and separate from Hisreturn, not
“upon Hisreturn”

Chrig, they say, will approach the earth,
not returntoiit, to seize believers severd years
before Hisactua return—the second coming.

According to the most common version of
therapture:

« Chrigt reveded the rapture to the Church
inthe gpogtie Paul’sepidle of 1 Thessdonians.
* Thisisasecret coming, evidenced only

by the absence of Chrigtians afterward.

* At thergpture Christianswill be changed
to spirit and trangported to the safe haven of

heaven to wait out a seven-year “tribulation”
that occurs on earth.

* The rapture's purposeisnot only to
protect Chrigtians, but to motivate them
to be spiritualy ready at dl timesfor their
unannounced abduction by Chridt.

Supposed scriptural proof

What isthe scriptural bagisfor thisenig-
matic doctrine? Credit for development of the
rapture theory generdly goesto 19th-century
theologian John Nelson Darby and hisinter-
pretations of the apostle Paul’s satements
regarding Chrigt’sreturn.

Although some advocates of thergpture
occasonaly refer to afew other scriptures, dll
agreethat themain argument isbased on this
passage from Paul’sfirgt | etter to the Thessa
lonians. “For the Lord Himsdlf will descend
from heaven with ashout, with the voice of
anarchange, and with the trumpet of Godl.
Andthedead in Chrigt will risefirgt. Thenwe
who aredive and remain shdl be caught up
together with them in the cloudsto meet the
Lordintheair. And thuswe shal dwayshe
withtheLord” (1 Thessdonians4:16-17).

Itisthe Greek for “shal be caught up”
thet istrandated into the L atin rapere, the
linguistic basis some claim for theword rap-
ture. But whereisthetheological basisfor
the doctrine? Where doesit say here—or
anywhere elseinthe Bible, for that matter—
that Christ will come closeto the earth
to remove Christiansyearsbefore His
prophesied second coming?

What Darby interpreted to mean that Chrigt
would come close but not actualy returnto
theearth arethreewords: “intheair” Hetook
licensefrom thefact that the verse does't say
that Chrigt actudly returns“to the earth”
(Darby may well have been motivated by
noble objectives, aswewill notelater.)

A theory based on inaccuracy

Before examining other aspects of thethe-
ory, itisnecessary to anayzethese verses.
Theentiretheory hingeson whether Darby’s



understanding was accu-

rate or not. The Bibletells
usthat “no prophecy of
Scriptureisof any private
interpretation” (2 Peter 1:20).
That is, true understanding must
comefrom God aone.

Oneof theimportant keysto an accurate
understanding of any part of the Bibleisto
read what it saysin context. The near context
of theseversesin 1 Thessdonians 4 beginsin
verse 13 and concludesin verse 18.

Paul wrote this section of thelletter in
answer to concernsof theloca Chrigtians.
Was he responding to the Thessalonians wor-
riesabout their safety in an end-of-the-age
tribulation? No. Was he addressing their wor-
riesabout whether Christ would returnto res-
cuethem?No. Was he writing about their
supposed neglect of their spiritud readiness
for Chrigt’sreturn? No.

Why, then,
did Paul write
1 Thessdlonians
4:13-18?
Asyouread verse
13, you discover that
Chrigtiansin Thessdonicawere
grieving over the unexpected deaths of mem:-
bersof their congregation. Like other Chris-
tiansof that day, they apparently thought
Jesuswould returnintheir lifetimes. Thus
they were caught unprepared for the degth
of peopleinthefaith.

Paul wrote that they should not be over-
whelmed by grief asthough therewereno
hopefor life beyond the grave: “But | do not
want you to beignorant, brethren, concerning
thasewho havefalen adeep [died], lest you
sorrow as otherswho have no hope”

Paul explains hismain point in verse 14
God will bring the dead back to life. “For if

webelievethat Jesus died and rose again,
even so God will bring with Him those who
deepin Jesus”

Paul doesn't leavethe subject there. He
addsatimereference: “with Him.” Did Peul
refer to an approach by Chrigt, or wasHe
referring to the second coming?Nothing in
this passage]judtifies an understanding other
than the second coming. Neither istherea
nuance of a“secret” coming.

Verse 15 amplifiesthe point about the
future of Christianswho have died by declar-
ing that thosewho remain dive a the coming
of Chrigt have no spiritud advantage over
thosewho died. “. . . Wewho arediveand
remain until the coming of the Lord will by
no means precede thosewho are adegp.” Said
another way, thosewho have died are not at
any disadvantage.

Paul continues: “For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with ashout, with the

The Need for Spiritual Readiness

unexpected appearance to take him away, or so goes the rea-

soning of those who adhere to the belief. On the other hand,
the need for spiritual readiness is a valid teaching found throughout
the New Testament regardless of any supposed rapture teaching.
The Scriptures invariably connect it to Christ’s actual return to inau-
gurate the Kingdom of God, not to a near approach to the earth by
Christ years before His final coming.

Christ’s comparison between the time immediately preceding
His coming and the time just before the flood of Noah's day illus-
trates this fact. “But as the days of Noah were, so also will the com-
ing of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:37). The comparison
continues with a description of how some people who lived and
worked side by side with Noah were caught off guard by the
coming of the flood.

Similarly, in the end of the age people living and working side by
side with Christians will be caught off guard by Christ's return.
“Watch therefore [meaning stay alert to one’s spiritual commitment
and responsibility], for you do not know what hour your Lord is com-
ing” (verse 42). There is no intimation, either in Greek or English
translations, of any secret aspect to this coming. It is the prophesied
return of Christ.

The rapture theory helps a Christian be in readiness for Christ’s

Luke records a parable in which Christ went to some length to
emphasize the need for Christians to conduct themselves to be
ready at all times for His return. “Let your waist be girded and your
lamps burning,” He said (Luke 12:35). In other words, be dressed
and equipped to move at a moment’s notice. After three separate
analogies to illustrate His point, He summarizes it with the plain
admonition, “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect” (verse 40). Notice that He
obviously refers here to His coming; that is, to His return, not a near
approach to earth.

Are there signs by which Christians can recognize the time of the
end? Yes, and Paul reminded the Thessalonians to be aware of those
signs at the time he repeated Christ's message that He will come as
unexpectedly as a robber visits his victim (1 Thessalonians 5:1-2).
Jesus inspired John to write it again in Revelation 16:15.

Peter urged his readers to hold to the identical perspective,
adding advice concerning what we should do in light of it: “There-
fore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be
found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless [in character and
conduct]” (2 Peter 3:11, 14). In other words, be ready at all times.

The Scriptures do not connect the need for spiritual readiness
with a rapture of Christians.
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voiceof anarchangel, and with the trumpet
of God. And the dead in Chrigt will risefirst.
Thenwewho aredive and remain shal be
caught up together with themin the clouds
tomeet the Lordintheair. And thuswe shall
adwaysbewiththeLord” (verses16-17).

All Chrigtians, living and dead, will be
included in the events described in verses
16-17:

* Thereturn of Chrigt heralded by apower-
ful angdlic announcement (hardly secret).

* Theresurrection—return to life—of
deceased Chridtians (the main subject
addressed by Paul, according to the context).

* Thesmultaneousjoining of thereturning
Jesuswith deceased Chrigiansand Christians
dill living & thetime.

Verse 18, thefind verse of the section,
concludes and reiterates the main thought:
“Therefore comfort one another with these
words’; that is, with the understanding of
the destiny of Christianswho died before
Chrigt returns.

Rapture ideology out of sync

Not only isthe reasoning of the rapture
theory entirely out of context with the verses
used to support it, thetheory isaso out of
synchronization with eventsrevealed in the
rest of the Scriptures.

Another | etter written by Paul dso
addressesthe Chrigtian hope of the* change”’
of aChrigtian from morta toimmortd a
Chrig’sreturn. In 1 Corinthians 15:50-53
hewrote of the promise of atransformation
from physicd lifeto everlagting life. Thisis

acrucid point: What isthetiming of this
prophesied change from morta toimmortal?

Verses 22 and 23 are clear on the matter:
“...InChrig dl shdl bemadedive[resur-
rected], . . . thosewho are Chrigt’s[Chritiang]
a Hiscoming” Paul said nothing to the
Corinthians of anything like asnatching away
before Chrigt actualy comes, and he used no
language that might imply anear approach by
Chrigtinlieu of the second coming.

Paul provides more specifics about the
timing. The prophesied change to spirit will
occur & “thelast trumpet” (verse52), lan-
guage similar to that used in 1 Thessalonians
4:16. What isthe significance of the sound-
ing of atrumpet at Jesus return and the
resurrection of the dead in Christ?

A trumpetlikeingtrument wasused “in
early times chiefly, perhgpsexclusively, for
warlike purposes. It gavethesigna ‘toarms
... [and] warned of the approach of the
enemy . .. [It] was heard throughout a battle
...and sounded therecall . . . Afterward it
played animportant part in connection with
religion. It wasblown a the proclamation of
theLaw ... and a the opening of theYear of
Jubilee. . . heralded the approach of theArk
...[If] hailedanewking . .. and ispropheti-
cally associated with the Divine judgment and
restoration of the chosen people from captiv-
ity” (International Sandard Bible Encylopae-
dia, electronic database, 1996, “Music”).

Thetrumpet mentioned in Paul’sepistlesto
the Corinthians and Thessaloniansisthe same
asthe seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15-
18—thelast trumpet, which announcesthe

second coming. Thedead in Chrigt areresur-
rected, living Chrigtians are changed to spirit,
and Jesus Chrigt returnsto earth—all & the
sanetime.

Attempting to read into afew wordsin
1 Thessdonians 4:17 the concept of anear
coming before the second coming and
adifferent timelinefor the resurrection
prophesied to occur at the second coming
isnot “rightly dividing theWord of truth”
(2 Timothy 2:15).

Thergpturetheory isin conflict with the
Scriptures.

“One will be taken...”

Intheir eagernessto uphold belief inthe
rapture, supporters use various prophecies
that speak of Christ'sreturn to bolster their
belief inthe rapture. They reason that their
interpretation of 1 Thessdonians4:16-17
requires Christiansto bein acongtant sate
of readinessfor their unannounced remova
by Chrigt.

Prophecies of the second coming are not
indoubt. What isin doubt isthe gpplication
of these messagesto their forced interpreta:
tion of aprecoming.

One such prophecy isMatthew 24:36-44.
It startswith “But of that day and hour [of
the second coming] no one knows’ and ends
with “Therefore you aso be ready, for the
Son of Maniscoming a an hour you do
not expect.” The point of this passageisthe
need for Chrigtiansto be prepared for the
second coming.

However, somewill lift verses40 and 41

How Long Is the Great Tribulation?

of the age of man. Jesus spoke of “great tribulation” in
Matthew 24:21 and told John to write of it in Revelation 7:14.

Several events are prophesied to occur during the crucial
last days:

¢ The area outside of the temple in Jerusalem will be controlled
by non-Israelite powers (Revelation 11:2).

e The two witnesses of God will fulfill their commission
(verse 3).

¢ The beast power, a counterfeit of the Kingdom of God, will
dominate world politics, religion and economics (Revelation 13:5).

An unparalleled “time of great trouble” will come on the
people of Israel, affecting also “the holy people” (Daniel 12:1, 7).

Notice that a common time-period is mentioned in conjunction
with these events:

* 42 months.

¢ 1,260 days.

¢ “A time, times, and half a time."”

These are variations of the same period—3 years (not seven
years, as commonly suggested by many rapture-believers for the
time of the great tribulation).

The "great tribulation” refers to the time of crisis at the close
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Note Wycliffe Commentary’s notes on Daniel 12:7:

“The consummation is to take place when the three and one-half
times (3% years; 1,260 days; 42 months) so frequently mentioned in
Daniel's previous prophecies and in the Revelation are run out.”

Rapture theorists base their idea of a seven-year tribulation on a
single reference, Daniel 9:27, which tells of a covenant made “for a
week"” by a “prince who is to come.” This prince will cut off sacrifices
“in the midst of the week,” an act that will herald the beginning
of the crisis at the end. A week in prophecy, goes the reasoning,
represents a year and hence refers to a seven-year period.

(Some believe the prince to be the Antichrist, while others
believe it is Christ. The Messiah was cut off in the midst of a week,
or after 3% years of His earthly ministry, as well as on a Wednesday,
the middle of a literal week.)

If this is a prophecy of the Antichrist, the crisis begins “in the
middle,” or after 3% years, leaving another 3% years remaining for
the fulfillment of the close-of-the-age events mentioned above.
Note as well that the period would also be the same as prophesied
in the above references to the main events of the end.

Clearly the Bible does not support the idea of a seven-year
tribulation.



out of context and use them to support belief
inargpture. You will probably recognizethe
versesimmediately: “ Then two menwill be
inthefield; onewill betaken and the other
|eft. Two women will be grinding at the mill;
onewill betaken and the other |€ft.” If one
ignoresthat the context of these versestalks
about the second coming, they may seemto
lend credenceto the rapture.

But it isunsound theology to interpret any
versesout of context. In addition, the under-
danding of any reference must agreewith the
teaching of therest of the Bible.

Inthe context of this passage, Christ makes
plainthefact that no onewill know the exact
timing of Hiscoming (noticethat Christ
repeatedly refersto Hiscoming, not asup-
posed near gpproach). Hiswarning, inlight
of that fact, isthat Christians should be con-
dantly dert and spiritualy prepared (verses
42,44-51).

Now the understanding of verses40 and
41 becomes clear. Peoplewho are not pre-
pared will be caught off guard by the abrupt-
ness of Hiscoming. Somewho live or work
closeto otherswill be caught off guard
whiletheir companionswill not be. Some
will be*|eft’—not “|eft behind” after asecret
rapture, but left unprepared.

Protection promised

Another reason offered by rapturetheorists
in defense of their interpretation of end-time
prophecy is God's promise of protection.

To besure, God saysto His Church through
John: “ Because you have kept My command
to persevere, | dsowill kegpyou fromthe
hour of trid which shadl come upon thewhole
world, to test thosewho dwell on the earth”
(Revelation 3:10).

In Matthew 24:21-22 Jesus spoke of abbre-
viating theterrible crisisat the close of the age
of man to spare His chosen people: “For there
shdll be great tribulation, such ashasnot been
since the beginning of theworld until this
time, no, not ever shdl be. And unlessthese
dayswere shortened, no flesh would be saved
dive; but for the elect’'s ske, those dayswill
be shortened”

But nothing in thesereferences or in others
concerning the protection of the saintsindi-
catesthat they will be protected during this
timein heaven. To the contrary, if thereisany
indication of alocation, it isdescribed in Rev-
dation 12:14, whereitiscaled smply “the
wilderness” Even then, the same prophecy
foretellsthat Satan will assault a least some
of the people of God.

“And the dragon [ Satan] was enraged with
thewoman, and hewent to makewar with the

rest of her offgpring, who keep the command-
ments of God and have thetesimony of Jesus
Chrig” (verse 17).

Thefocusof godly men and women needs
to be on spiritud preparation and maturity.
Thefaithful are promisad that nothing, includ-
ing tribulation, warfare and Satan’s hodtilities,
can separate them from the love of God
(Romans 8:35-39).

Being swept off to heaven to be sheltered
fromtribulation is nowhere detailed—or even
hinted at—in the Scriptures.

Partial understanding

What reason did the theologian John
Darby and others havefor even consdering
suchadoctrineastherapture? Anartticleon
the Millenniumin Unger’sBible Dictionary
offersaplausible explanation. In the century
before Darby, Danid Whitby promulgated
the philosophy of “ postmillennidism” in
England. “ Thisinterpretation maintainsthat
present gospel agencieswill root out evils
until Christ will have aspiritual reign over
the earth, which will continuefor 1,000
years. Then the second advent of Christ
will initiatejudgment and bring to an end
the present order” (1988).

It isreasonable to suspect that Darby’s
intent wasto counter the falseteaching that
the actions of men could bring about the
Kingdom of God—aswell asthe equaly
incorrect teaching thet prophecies of aking-
domareonly symbolic (aview caled “ amil-
lennidism”). Darby believed, rightly, that
Jesus Chrigt would return to earth to etablish
and rule over the Kingdom of God (called
“premillennidism”).

Regardless of hismotivation, Darby
departed from the Scriptures himself with
hisrapture theory. At least he accurately
understood that Christ would returnto reign
on earth, which leads usto animportant
concluding point.

Meeting Christ in the air

Seeking to refute the accurate understand-
ing of 1 Thessdonians4:16-17, one author
asks, “If [Chrid] isaready headed our way,
why would we need to be caught up to meat
Him?" (Todd Strandberg, The Pretribulation
Rapture, 1999, p. 2). That'saninteresting
question whose answer reinforceswhat we
have dready learned from the Bible about this
much-misunderstood topic.

Theanswer liesin the meaning of theword
trandated “ meet” Ving's Expository Dictio-
nary of Old and New Testament \\ords says
theword “isused in the pagpyri of anewly
arivingmagidrate. ‘It ssemsthat the specid

idea.of theword wasthe official welcome of
anewly arrived dignitary’ (Moulton, Greek
Test. Gram, Val. I, p. 14)" (1985, “Mest”).
The Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commen-
tary addsinitsnotesfor these versesthat
“when aking entershiscity theloya goforth
tomeethim..”

How gppropriateit isthat Hisfollowers
should riseto meet the King of Kings!

FF. Bruce'sInternational Bible Commen-
tary adds: “ To meet isused in the papyri of
theofficia reception given to avisiting gover-
nor, whom his citizens escort into the city
from which they have cometo meet him”
(1986, noteson 1 Thessdlonians 4:13-18).

Another key question to addressis
“Wherewill Christ be?” After dl, Paul tells
uswewill “awaysbewiththe Lord” after
meeting Him (1 Thessdonians 4:17). An
Old Testament prophet answers. “Behold,
the day of theLorp iscoming .. .Andin
that day Hisfeet will stand on the Mount
of Olives’ (Zechariah 14:1, 4).

Chrigt will not bein heaven after the sec-
ond coming, but will be on earth—and sowill
the resurrected saintswho meet Him.

Chrigtians are resurrected from the dead
or, if living at thetime, changed to spirit a the
last trumpet when Christ returns. They will
meet Himintheair asan escort of honor as
Hereturnsto the Mount of Olivestorulethe
earth from Jerusdem. They arethen destined
to reignwith Jesus Christ in Hisglorious
kingdom (Revelaion 20:6). v

RecoMMENDED READING

How can you understand what the
Biblereally says? Request your free
copy of How to Understand the Bible
to discover sound and time-tested prin-
ciplesto help you understand what the
Bible teaches.

Many peoplefind
Bible prophecy particu-
larly difficult to grasp.
To better understand
the events prophesied
to take place around
thetime of Jesus
return, be sureto
request your free copies of the
booklets Are We Living in the Time of
the End?, You Can Understand Bible
Prophecy and The Gospel of the King-
dom. All these booklets are available
from our office nearest you listed on
page 2 or from our Web site at
WWW.gnmagazine.org.
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Panama: Another Major
Sea Gate Relinquished

The Panama Canal is an engineering marvel and a symbol of “The American Century.”
What is the significance of America’s decision to turn it over to Panamanian control?

ibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, Suez,

Aden, the Madive Idands,

Ceylon, Singapore and Hong

Kong are legendary sea gates

one encounters en route from
the British Idesto the Far East. These gates
gave Great Britain mastery of the seasfor
more than two centuries. These vita pas-
sages played animportant part in times of
military conflict and economic expansion.
Without them it is questionable whether the
Allies could have won the two world wars.

Travelerswest encountered Bermuda,

one of thefirst sea gatesto be acquired by
the British crown, thefirst with its own par-
liament. Bermudaremains a British posses-
sion. Further west were Britain'sidand
propertiesin the Caribbean. Further south
the Falkland 1dands enabled the Royal

by Melvin Rhodes

Philippines and Guam gave Americaa
major Pecific presence, while Puerto Rico
and amilitary base in Cuba extended
American influence in the Caribbean.
Hawaii was also annexed in 1898. But the
most important events were yet to come.

The Spanish-American War brought
home to Americansamajor strategic weak-
ness. The weakness was atributable to sim-
ple geography: It took along timefor aship
on one of the country’s coaststo travel to
the other coast. Ships had to go around
Cape Horn at the southern end of South
America, one of the most hazardous ship-
ping routes on earth. Even if danger had
not been a problem, distance aone meant
that any seatravel from coast to coast
took months.

The 1898 war demonstrated amilitary

Just as the acquisition of major sea gates gave Britain and the
United States worldwide preeminence, so does their loss dramatically
illustrate declining power and military might.

Navy to control the areaaround Cape
Horn, the southern tip of South America.
St. Helena, Ascension Idland, the Cape of
Good Hope around South Africa, Mauri-
tius, the Seychelles and Diego Garciawere
al strategically located portalsthat con-
trolled key ocean passages around the
globe, granting the British people unrivaled
dominance of the seas.

America becomes
an international power

Later, after the Spanish-American War
of 1898, Americajoined Grest Britain asa
world power. With the peace settlement that
followed the war, the United States became
amgjor seapower with the acquisition of its
own seagatesin important locations. The
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weskness when the United States had to
quickly dispatch the battleship Oregonto
Cuba after the U.S.S. Maine was blown up
in HavanaHarbor. Victory in the Caribbean
was said to depend on the Oregon.

But first the ship had to travel from San
Francisco 12,000 miles around Cape Horn,
ajourney that was expected to take two
months. Long periods elapsed with no news
of the ship. Americansfollowed her journey
with mounting concern and excitement.
Then, 67 days after leaving the West Coast,
she was spotted off the coast of Florida,
arriving just intimeto play arolein the cru-
cia Battle of Santiago Bay. Those 67 days
emphasized the growing need for aso-
called path between the seasthat would link
the Pacific and Atlantic and eliminate

lengthy and dangerous journeys around

CapeHorn.

Roosevelt's dream

Modern technology now made possible
adramatic and far-reaching solution.
President Theodore Roosevelt became the
driving force behind the building of what
was to become the Panama Canal. Indeed,
it was to be the greatest accomplishment
of hisadministration, the one of which
Roosevelt was to be most proud while
at the same time the one that caused the
most controversy.

Writes historian David McCullough:
“Roosevelt was promoting neither acom-
mercia venture nor auniversal utility. To
him, firt, last, and always, the cana was
the vital—the indispensable—path to a
global destiny for the United States of
America. Hehad avision of hiscountry as
acommanding power on two oceans, and
thesejoined by acand built, owned, oper-
ated, policed, and fortified by his country.
The canal wasto bethefirst step to Ameri-
can supremacy at sed’ (The Path Between
the Seas, 1977, p. 250). The same writer
adds. “All other benefits resulting, impor-
tant or admirable asthey might be, were
to him secondary” (ibid.).

What would Teddy Roosevelt have
thought had he known the canal would
remain in American handsfor lessthan
acentury?Would he have built it at al?

Onthelast day of 1999 the United States
ceded control of the canal to the nation of
Panama under the terms of arevised treaty
agreed to during the immy Carter adminis-
tration. In turn, Panamahad already agreed
to hand over much of the administration
of thevital seagateto aprivate Chinese
company, which, like all other companies
in Ching, is subject to control of the



communist Chinese government.

Roosevelt correctly envisioned the Panama
Cand asasgnificant advancement in Ameri-
can power. Thebuilding of the cand wasto
beamajor step toward the country’s domina:
tion of theworld, enabling it to replace Great

book asatext while, at home, Yale and Har-
vard conferred honorary degrees on Mahan.
He was enthusiagtically supported by mem-
bers of Congress. “It is seapower whichis
essential to every splendid people” Henry
Cabot Lodge declared from the Senate floor.

Notes David McCullough: “By tracing
the rise and decline of past maritime pow-
ers, he[Mahan] had arrived & the extremely
simple theory that national greatnessand
commercia supremacy were directly related
to supremacy a sea’ (p. 251).

Britain asthe major naval power by theend
of World War 11 and usher inahaf century
of unprecedented prosperity.

Before suddenly assuming office after the
assassination of President William McKin-
ley, Theodore Roosevelt had been heavily
influenced by his own experiencesinthe
1898 war with Spain and by aninfluential
book written by amember of the faculty at
the Naval War College at Newport, Rhode
Isand. Roosevelt had met the writer, Alfred
Thayer Mahan, when Roosevelt had been
invited to lecture there on his specialty as
ahistorian, the War of 1812.

Mahan's book, The Influence of Sea
Power Upon History, was published in 1890
and became an internationa best-seller. The
writer received honorary degrees at Oxford
and Cambridge before being invited to dine
with Queen Victoriaat Buckingham Palace.
Germany’sKaiser Wilhelm 11, anxiousto
build anavy torival Britain's, saw to it that
copies of Mahan'sbook went to al of his
naval captainsand officers.

Japanese military colleges adopted the

The 51-mile-long Panama Canal, constructed by the United States from 1904 to 1914,
helped transform the country into a major sea power by joining the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans. What will be its future now that it is under Panamanian control?

S il S

Who Benefits?

of the Panama Canal operations is based in Hong Kong. It is,

therefore, like all companies operating from the People’s
Republic of China, subject to the influence and control of the
communist Chinese leadership in Beijing. In an armed conflict,
this could bode ill for the United States and its allies.

The last few years have seen China make considerable gains at
U.S. and British expense. The American withdrawal from Philippine
bases early in the 1990s left China in a dominant position in the
region. Britain’s return of Hong Kong to China in 1997 elevated the
country to the status of second-richest country in the world in terms
of its gold and foreign-currency reserves. This freed China to spend
much more on military projects. The Portuguese turnover of Macao
to China on the same day as the Panama Canal handover freed
China to concentrate its efforts on taking back Taiwan—a move
that, if successful, would make China the richest nation on earth in
terms of its monetary reserves.

The possible dismemberment of Indonesia would also leave
China stronger. Any decline in the power of Indonesia would natu-
rally result in a comparative strengthening of Chinese power and
influence. India is a potential rival, but presently it is too occupied
with its rival Pakistan to get too involved in any struggle with China.

China benefits, too, from the commercial domination of many

It is significant that the company Panama chose to run many

Corbis Digital Stock

nations in the region by its Chinese diaspora—Chinese people who
have settled throughout the area. Ironically, the former British sea
base of Singapore is populated mostly by Chinese people whose
ancestors moved there during colonial times. Their nation is a thriv-
ing city-state whose people are richer than many in the Western
democracies.

Any perceived threat from Beijing is likely to cause Japan and
Russia to build up the size of their military forces. Now, with the
relinquishing of the Panama Canal, Chinese influence may extend
into Central and South America.

Trade agreements that will likely lead to the admission of China
into the World Trade Organization (WTO) will probably give
another boost to the nation’s rapidly growing economy. However,
there is also concern that agreements opening China to more for-
eign competition could lead to internal unrest as hundreds of thou-
sands of Chinese people lose their jobs during the restructuring that
will take place. China is an awakening giant. An unstable giant
could destabilize the region.

A century ago, at the dawn of the 1900s, Britain’s period of dom-
ination was drawing to a close, with the United States already on the
horizon as the new superpower. \We see history repeating itself, this
time with the United States dealing with the realities of imperial
overreach while China and others seek to expand their influence.
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A dream fulfilled

The building of the Panama Canal was
oneof the greatest engineering feats of his-
tory. Interest in the project began soon after
the completion of the Suez Canal in 1869.
Suez, the artery of the British Empire, con-
necting Great Britain with its Indian and
other Asian possessions, was built by a
French engineer, Ferdinand de Lesseps. The
74-year-old de Lesseps undertook the task
of constructing an even grester waterway
in Panama, but the effort collgpsed in 1889.
It was | €ft to the United Statesto pursue the
project inthe new century.

The United States waited for the Colom-
hian congressto debateits request to build
acand across Colombian territory. Preoccu-
pied with acivil war between 1899 and 1903,
the Colombians hesitated. The people of
Panamathen revolted againgt their Colom-
bian rulers, and the United States accepted
therebels offer of atreaty that granted the
United States sovereignty (total control) over
al10-milewide Cana Zonein exchangefor
an annual payment to be made to the new
Republic of Panama. Although the United
States denied any direct involvement inthe
rebellion againgt Colombia, U.S.-Colombian
relations suffer to thisday. Relationswith
Panama have not been easy, either.

Work on the canal began in 1904, but
little progress was evident before 1906
because of disputes over the type of cand
that should be built. Completed in 1914,
the cand is51.2 mileslong. Ironicaly, that
sameyear saw the opening salvos of World
War | in Europe and among European
coloniesaround the world. Thiswar wasto
see Americasinvolvement inworld affairs
increase and the United States advance as
anaval power rivaling Gresat Britain.

Prophecies of sea gates

We should not underestimate the impor-
tance of seagatesin catapulting Grest
Britain and the United Statesinto world
powers, aswell as serving as strategic
defense outposts. They are so important,
in fact, that the acquisition and loss of such
strategic strongholds were prophesied in the
Bible thousands of years ago.

Genesis48 reved sthat God's promises
to the patriarch Abraham were passed on
to his great-great-grandsons Ephraim and
Manasseh. Their descendants were prophe-
Sed to becomea“great” peopleand “amul-
titude of nations’ (verse 19). The blessings
passed down from Abraham included the
promise that Ephraim’s and Manasseh's
descendants were to * possess the gate of
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their enemies’ (Genesis 22:17; 24:60).

The 19th and 20th centuries have seen a
“great” nation and “amultitude of nations’
riseto aprominence and prosperity unlike
anything the world had seen. The United
States and the British Commonwedlth
dominated the oceans, not only through
powerful military and merchant fleets, but
through strategic choke points—" gates’—
that controlled military and economic
traffic worldwide.

Just asthe acquigition of the gates gavethe
two nations worl dwide preeminence, so does
thelr lossdramaticaly illustrate declining
power and military might. Mgor turning
pointsinthe decline of Gregt Britain were
theloss of two of the most strategicaly
important seagates. The United Statesisfol-
lowing asmilar path asit, too, surrenders sea
passagesthat previous generations of Ameri-
cansrecognized asvitd to nationa security.

Good-bye to sea gates

Two of theturning pointsin the decline
and fall of the British Empireweretheloss
of Singaporeto the Japanesein 1942 and the
lossof the Suez Candl to Egypt 14 years|ater.
Singapore, Britain'smgjor nava baseinthe
Far East, was considered impregnable. It ess-
ily fell to the Japanese, who invaded through
thejungles of British Maayafrom thenorth,
adirection from which the British had not
anticipated athrest.

Singapore'slosswasamgjor psychologi-
cal blow to British pride, the biggest defest
the empire had suffered at the hands of an
Asian nation. It sent a powerful message
to other Asiansthat it was possibleto defeet a
seemingly invincible power. Although the
British regained control of Singapore after
the defeat of Japan in 1945, they voluntarily
withdrew from the base aquarter of acentury
later when they could no longer afford to
basetroopsthere.

Suez wasthefind desthblow to hopes of
continued empire. A group of amy officers
overthrew Egypt'sKing Farouk in 1952, prom-
isngtorid the country of foreigninfluence.
Themilitary men agjtated for Egyptian control
of thecand andfindlly seizeditin 1956.

British, French and Isradli troops
invaded Egypt. Internationa financia pres-
sures againg Britain followed, and the Eisen-
hower adminigtration refused to provide U.S.
support, thereby effectively ending British
and French control of the Suez Candl. The
ripple effect was the collapse of both colonia
empires and the proliferation of new states
around the world—situationsthat have
complicated internationa diplomacy in
recent years.

The loss of superpower status

IsAmericafollowing in Britain'sfoot-
steps?Inthelessthan 25 yearssince the
1977 Panama Canal treaty guaranteed the
handover of the channel, the United States
haslost its military basesin the Philippines
and scaled down its military forcesand
bases throughout the world. Meanwhile
American military commitments have
increased, with escalating pledges of sup-
port and involvement in minor nations
throughout the world, aburden the United
Statesincreasingly triesto share with its
NATO dliesand the United Nations.

This paradox is sometimesreferred to as
imperid overreach, the same problem that
aflicted Great Britain initsdecline. A super-
power tendsto overcommit itself in an effort
totry tomaintain itsleadership role. Eventu-
aly globa commitments effectively result in
no commitment because forcesin each area
are spread too thin on the ground. Current
trends suggest Americaisfollowing the
same path as Great Britain, its predecessor
asworld superpower.

Almighty God, who declaresthat He can
give nations“the gate of [their] enemies,
a0 said that because of national disobedi-
ence He can and does remove such blessings.
He prophesied to the ancient | sradlitesthet if
they and their descendants refused to obey
Him Hewould “break the pride of [their]
power” (Leviticus 26:19). Thisverseispart
of achapter inthe Bible that isapowerful
prophetic reminder of the consequences of
apeople'sactions—whether they choose
to obey or disobey God'scommands. A rise
tointernational greatness can be quickly fol-
lowed by a precipitous decline when anation
forgetsGod. Gn

RecoMMENDED READING
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empiresto carry out
Hiswill for humanity?
IsHe doing that now?
To better understand
thebiblical and
prophetic perspec-
tive on past, present
and future events,
be sure to request
your free copy of
the booklet You Can
Understand Bible Prophecy. Contact
our officein your country (or the coun-
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Site at www.gnmagazine.org.




The Good Friday-
Easter Sunday Question

How do the biblical three days and three nights after Jesus Christ’s
crucifixion fit between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning? Or do they?

onsider theseimportant facts.
Firdt, Easter Sunday istradition-
aly revered astheday of Jesus
resurrection—athough the Bible
dearly satesthat He had already risen before
Sunday dawned inthe city of Jerusdem.

Second, even though Good Friday is
generaly observed asthetraditiond day
of Hiscrucifixion, Christ Himsdif told
the disciplesthat Hewould bein thegrave
for al of three daysand three nights. How
can three days and three nights possibly fit
between a Friday-afternoon crucifixion and
aSunday-morning resurrection?

Third, theword Eagter isnot found inthe
Greek New Testament. Nor isthere biblica
mention of or ingtruction to observe Lent.

Findly, unlikethe specificingtruction
to commemorate Chrigt'sdeath, thereis
absolutely no commandment inthe New Tes-
tament to observethe date of Jesus' resurrec-
tion. Yet today'sreligious customs are o
ingrained in the church calendar that many
would congder it hereticd to question them.

Mogt of theworld isscarcely awarethat
the origind apostlesdid not indtitute or keep
these customs, nor were they observed by
the early Chrigtian Church. Try asyou might
tofind them, Lent, Good Friday and Easter
arenot so much asmentioned in the origind
Greek wording of the New Testament. (The
word Eagter appearsonly oncein theKing
JamesVerson of theBible—inActs 12.4—
whereitisflagrantly mistrandated from the
Greek word pascha, which should betrans-
lated  Passover,” asmogt versonsrender it.)

Thejudtification for the Lenten 40-day
preparation for Eagter istraditionaly based
on Jesus 40-day wildernessfast before His
temptation by Satan (Harper'sBible Dictio-
nary, “Lent”; Matthew 4:1-2; Mark 1:13).
The problem with thisexplanationisthat
thisincident isnot connected in any way
with Jesus supposed observance of Easter.

by Wilbur Berg

The40-day pre-Eagter practice of fagting
and penance did not originatein the Bible,

Pagan practices adopted

Many peopletill follow such practices,
assuming that such activitieshonor God and
are gpproved by Him. But, we should ask,
how does God regard such extrabiblical cus-
toms? Consder God'singructionsto those
who would worship Him:

“Take heed to yoursef thet you are not
ensnared to follow them, after they are
destroyed from before you, and that you do
not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How
did these nations serve their gods?| dso
will do likewise! You shall not worship the

of Chrigtianity. Germanic nations, for exam-
ple, set bonfiresin spring. This custom was
frowned on by the Church, which tried to
suppressit. . . Inthe sixth and seventh cen-
turies[monks] cameto Germany, [bringing]
their earlier paganriteq,] and would bless
bonfires outside the church building on
Holy Saturday. The custom spread to
France, and eventudly it wasincorporated
into the Eadter liturgy of Romeinthe ninth
century. Even today the blessing of the new
fireispart of theVigil of Easter.

“Medieva celebrations of Eagter began
at dawn. According to one old legend, the
sun dances on Easter morning, or makes
threejumpsat the moment of itsrising, in

Most of the world is scarcely aware that the original apostles did
not institute or keep customs such as Easter and Lent.

Lord your God inthat way; for every abom-
ination to the Lorp which He hates they
have doneto their gods, for they burn even
their sonsand daughtersin thefireto their
gods. Whatever | command you, be careful
to observeit; you shall not add toiit nor take
away fromit” (Deuteronomy 12:30-32,
emphasis added throughot).

TheInternational Sandard Bible Ency-
clopedia notes. “ The term Easter was derived
from theAnglo-Saxon ‘ Eodre, the name of
the goddess of spring. In her honor sacrifices
were offered a thetime of the vernd [spring]
equinox” (1982,Val. 2, “Eader”).

Many battleswerefought over itsobser-
vance date, but the Council of Niceafinaly
fixed the date of Easter inA.D. 325tofdl
onthefirst Sunday after the full moonon
or after theverna equinox (March 21).

Not generaly known isthat “the prepa-
ration for Easter season, beginning onAsh
Wednesday and continuing for aweek
after Easter Day, wasfilled with pagan
customsthat had been revised in the light

honor of Chrigt’sresurrection. Therays of
light penetrating the clouds were believed
to beangelsdancing for joy.

“Some Eadter folk traditionsthat have
survived today are the Easter egg, rabbit and
lamb. During medievd timesit wasatradi-
tionto give eggsat Eadter to servants. King
Edward | of England had 450 eggs bailed
before Easter and dyed or covered with gold
leaf. He then gave them to members of the
roya household on Easter day. Theegg
was an earlier pagan symbol of rebirth and
was presented at the spring equinox, the
beginning of the pagan new year.

“The Eagter rabhitismentionedina
German book of 1572 and aso wasapagan
fertility symbol. The Easter lamb goes back
tothe MiddleAges, thelamb, holding a
flag with ared crosson awhitefield, repre-
sented the resurrected Chrigt [rather than the
sacrifice of Hislife, asafulfillment of the
Passover lamb, that paid for thesins of the
world (John 1:29)]” (Anthony Mercatante,
Factson File Encyclopedia of World

March/April 2000 17



Mythology and Legend, 1988, “ Easter”).
Passover out, Easter in

Eader traditionsare embraced by many
who profess Chridianity. Yet none of these
practicesarefound inthe Bible or the cusoms
of theearly Church. Jesusand Hisapostles
did not establish or perpetuate such practices,
which obscurethetrue biblica meaningsand
observancesof thistimeof year. Infact, a
fourth-century church historian, Socrates
Scholagticus, wrotein hisEcclesastical His
tory that neither the gposties nor the Gospels
taught the observance of Eagter, nor did they
or Jesusgivealaw reguiring the kesping of
thisfeadt. Instead, “the observance originated
not by legidation, but asa custont’ (chepter
22, emphadsadded).

Even asearly asthe close of the second
century, the theologian Irenaeus bore witness
in hisletter to Victor, bishop of Rome, that
some early Roman bishopsforbadethe
observance of Passover on the 14th of Nisan.
Thiswasthe date of the biblica observance
practiced each spring by Jesusand the
apostles At thetimethat the Nisan 14
Passover observance was banned, ecclesias-
tical authoritiesintroduced Lent and Easter
into Christian practice.

Distorting Jesus’ words

A century later the Syriac Didascalia
recorded the attempts of teachersin Rome
to reconcile Jesus wordsthat Hewould be
entombed “three days and three nightsin the
heart of theearth” (Maithew 12:40) witha
Friday-afternoon crucifixion and a Sunday-

morning resurrection. According to their rea:
soning, Jesus sufferingswere part of the
three daysand three nights of Scripture. Fri-
day morning from 9 to noon was counted as
thefirst day, and noonto 3 p.m. (whichwas
darkened) was considered thefirst night.
Threein the afternoon to sunset was reck-
oned asthe second day, whereas Friday
night to Saturday morning condtituted the
second night. The daylight part of Saturday
wasthethird day, and the night portionto
Sunday morning wasthe third night.

In other words, thethree daysand three
nightsinthe grave that Jesus said would be
thesign that He wasindeed sent from God
weretransformed into aperiod of two days
and two nights, or atota of no morethan 48
hours. Thishas subsequently been reduced
even further in modern times by figuring
from |ate afternoon Friday to early Sunday
morning, which takes away another 12 hours
or more. Such reasoning hasto discount or
somehow explain avay Jesus clear promise
that He would be entombed three daysand
threenights.

Eagter and Lent are nonbiblical and were
not observed by the apostiesor thefirg-
century Church. Thebiblica record shows,
however, that the early Church diligently
kept other observances, the New Testament
Passover and Feest of Unleavened Bread,
just as Jesus and the apostles had done
(Mathew 26:17-19; Acts 20:6; 1 Corinthi-
ans5:8; 11:23-26). Thesewere supplanted
inlater years by the customsand practices
of Easter and Lent.

Passover isan annud reminder of Jesus

ion and e
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sacrificia desthto pay the pendlty for our
sns(Matthew 26:26-28). The Feast of
Unleavened Bread isacelebration that
focusesonaChrigian'sneedtoliveinsn-
cerity, truth and purity (1 Corinthians 5:8).
Thenonbiblicd festivalsof Lent and Eagter,
added decades after thetime of Jesus Christ
and the apodtles, only cloud the true signifi-
canceof Chrigt'slife, desth and resurrection
and the purpose of Hiscoming.

The Passover, ingtituted in Exodus 12,
continues by Jesus Christ’sexample and
command—but with achange of symboals.
Jesus death fulfilled the symbolism of the
scrificial Passover lamb (Matthew 26:17-
28; John 1:29). However, the New Testa
ment Passover has been improperly replaced
asanannud memorid of the death of Chrigt
by Eagter. We are commanded to commem-
orate Chrigt’sdeath, not Hisresurrection
(1 Corinthians 11:23-28).

Facts about Jesus’ last days

Jesus Chrigt's promisewasfulfilled
exactly asHe said, afact that ismade clear
when we study and compare the Gospel
accounts. Theserecordsgiveaclear, logicd
explanation that is perfectly condstent with
Christ’swords. Let'sfocuson Jesus last
dayson earthto gain the proper perspective
and understanding of how and when these
eventsoccurred.

Jesus said that, like the prophet Jonah,
Hewould be entombed three daysand three
nightsand that Hewould beraised up the
third day after Hiscrucifixion and degth
(Matthew 12:39-40; 17:23; 20:19). Putting

CTUCHIXION ana |

| Tuesday: Wednesday: Thursday: Friday: Saturday:
Jesus ate anearly- | Jesus was crucified | This was the high- | The high-day Sab- | The women re%"té_ﬂ
evening Passover and died around 3 | day Sabbath, the bath now past, | onthe weekly Sab-
meal with His disci- | p.m. (Matthew first day of Unleav- | women bought bath, according to - | pared
ples (at the begin- | 27:46-50). Thiswas | ened Bread (John | and prepared spices | the Fourth Com- er
ning of Nisan 14, the preparation day | 19:31; Leviticus for anointing Jesus' | mandment (Luke
Jewish reckoning) | for the annual, not | 23:4-7). Itis body (Mark 16:1; 23:56; Exodus 20:8- s
and instituted the | weekly, Sabbath, described as the Luke 23:56). 11). Jesus rose 20*1) Jesus had
New Covenant which began that | day after the Day around sunset, already risen (Mat-
symbols (Matthew | evening (Mark of Preparation exactly three days | thew: 28 1v6 Mark
26:26-28). Jesus was | 15:42; Luke 23:54; (Matthew 27:62). and three nights 2

John 19:31). Jesus’ (72 hours) after 7ol

| body was placed in burial, to fulfill the i

the tomb at twi- signofJonahand |
brought before the | light (Matthew authenticate His o :
high priest. 27:57-60). messiahs i e
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these scripturestogether, we seethat Heweas
resurrected at the end of thethird day after
His deeth. Luke 23:44 showsthat He died
around the ninth hour (Jewish reckoning),

or 3p.m. Hewould have been buried within
the next few hours so that Hisbody could be
entombed before the approaching Sabbath
(John 19:31).

Jesus resurrection could not have been
on aSunday morning because John 20:1-2
showsthat He hed already risen before Mary
Magddene cameto thetomb early inthe
morning, arriving “whileit wes till dark”
Therefore, nather could His death have
occurred Friday afternoon, sincethat would
not dlow for Hisbody to beinthe grave
three daysand threenights. Clearly, the
Good Friday—Easter Sunday explanation
and tradition iswithout scriptura foundation.

Notice o that John 19:31 mentionsthat
the Sabbathimmediately after Jesus' desth
was“ahigh day”—not the weekly seventh-
day Sabbath (from Friday evening to
Saturday evening), but one of the annud
Sabbeths, thefirst day of the Feest of
Unleavened Bread (see Leviticus 23:6-7),
which can fal onany day of theweek.

Infact, two Sabbaths—first an annud
Holy Day and then the regular weekly
Sabbath—are mentioned in the Gospe
accounts, adetail overlooked by most peo-
ple. Thiscan be proven by comparing Mark
16:1 with Luke 23:56.

Mark’saccount tellsus, “Now when the
Sabbath was past, Mary Magddene, Mary
themother of James, and Sdlome bought
spices, that they might come and anaint
Him” (Mark 16:1). However, Luke's
account describes how thewomenwho fol-
lowed Jesus saw how Hisbody wasladin
thetomb. “ Then they returned and prepared
spicesand fragrant oils’ for thefina prepa-
ration of the body. And they rested onthe
Sabbath according to the commandment”
(Luke 23:56).

Mark tells usthat the women bought the
spicesafter the Sabbeth, “when the Sabbeth
waspast.” Luke, however, tdlsusthet they
prepared the spicesand ails, “and they rested
on the Sabbath according to the command-
ment.” How could the women have bought
Spices fter the Sabbath, yet then prepared
them and rested on the same Sabbath?

That isobvioudy impossible—unlesstwo
Sabbaths areinvolved, with aday between
them. Once we redizethis, the two accounts
become clear (see“ The Chronology of
Chrigt's Crucifixion and Resurrection,” p.
18). Chrigt died near 3 p.m. and wasplaced

inthetomb near sunset that day—aWednes-
day intheyear 31. That evening began the
“highday” Sabbath, thefirgt day of the Feast
of Unleavened Breed, which fdll on Thurs-
day that year. Thewomen rested on thet day,
then on Friday purchased and prepared the
spicesand oilsfor Jesus' body, which could
not be done on either the Holy Day or the
weekly Sabbath. They then rested againon
theweekly Sabbath before going to thetomb
before daybreak on Sunday morning, at
which timethey discovered that Christ hed
aready been resurrected.

Two Sabbaths confirmed in text

Thefact that two Sabbaths areinvolved
isconfirmed by Matthew 28:1, wherethe
women went to thetomb “ after the Sab-
bath.” The Sabbath mentioned hereis actu-
aly plural intheorigind Greek and should
betrandated “ Sabbaths” SomeBible ver-
sons, including Alfred Marshdl’s Interlin-
ear Greek-English New Testament, Ferrar
Fenton'strandation, Green'sLitera Trans-
lation and Young's Literd Trandation, make
thisclear.

Onceweredizethat two Sabbathswere
involved—first an annua Holy Day, which
was observed from Wednesday evening until
Thursday evening, and the normal weekly
Sabbath from Friday evening to Saturday
evening, thefulfillment of Christ’swords
becomesclear.

The Savior of dl humanity died near 3
p.m. on Wednesday and was buried shortly
before sunset that day. From Wednesday
sunset to Thursday sunset isoneday and one
night; from then until Friday sunset istwo
daysand two nights; and from then until Sat-
urday sunsetisthree daysand threenights.
Jesus Chrigt wasresurrected at the end of
thisthree-day and three-night period, near
sunset on Saturday. ThusHewas dready
risen long before the women cameto the
tomb before daylight on Sunday morning.

Jesus Chrigt’swords were thus perfectly
fulfilled, as verified by the Gospel accounts.
Hewas not crucified on Friday afternoon,
nor was He resurrected on a Sunday morn-
ing. Thebiblical evidence showsthe Good
Friday—Easter Sunday tradition to be
afabrication.

A correct harmonization of dl thefacts
demongtratesthat Jesus died near 3 p.m. that
Wednesday afternoon, was entombed near
sunset and was resurrected near sunset on
Saturday, exactly three daysand three nights
later—just asHe had sated. Thesearethe
facts, the correct biblica chronology that

verifiestheidentity of Jesus Christ asthe
Sonof God.

The chart on page 18 givesaday-by-day
chronology of these eventsas describedin
the Gospel accounts.

The biblical festivals

Actudly, the principal festivasand hali-
days observed by mainstream Christendom
areapoor and paereflection of truebiblica
teachings. Easter and Lent are apoor substi-
tute for thewondroustruths reveded by
keeping God'sfeadts.

The New Testament Church continued
to observe the annua Passover to commem-
oratethe desth of Jesus Chrigt, but used the
new symbolsof bread and winethat He
indtituted (1 Corinthians 11:23-28). Today
the members of the United Church of God
commemorate thiseminently important
event in the same manner, in accordance
with Chrigt’singtructions. Again, the Bible
containsno record of the Church observing
Eagter or Lent during thetime of the apos-
tles, nor any biblical command to observe
Good Friday or Easter Sunday, especidly
snce Christ did not die on Good Friday and
was not resurrected on Eagter Sunday.
Instead, the apodtiesfaithfully followed
Chrig’singructionsto observethebiblica
Passover “inremembrance’ of Him (Luke
22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25). Gn

Recommended Reading

The marvelous plan of God has
been obscured by theologians and reli-
gious leaderstrying to merge nonbibli-
cal practiceswith biblical events. Our
eye-opening free book- :
let Holidays or Holy
Days. Does It Matter L el
Which Days\WWeKegp? [
will help you under-
sand theredl origins
of severa popular
holidaysand reli-
gioustraditions.

It'sdso vitaly important that we
better understand why Jesusinstructed
Hisfollowersto observe Passover
aong with the other biblically defined
fedtivals. Be sureto request your free
copy of God'sHoly Day Plan: The
Promise of Hopefor All Mankind.
Please contact usat our office nearest
you listed on page 2 or access our Web
page a www.gnmagazine.org.
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Church attendance declines while interest
in God increases

A recent: New Yorker feature
article states that "God and
the afterlife still. do well in
polls, clocking: affirma-
tive ratings of around
90 per cent for belief in

God:and 80 per cent

for the afterlife. In fact

according ‘to a 1999

study by Mark Chaves,

a sociologist - at: the
University of ' Arizona,
belief in the afterlife: is
going up, even as church
attendance -drops. - Atten-
dance and: membership ‘have
been drifting lower ever since the
baby boomers .. . started to wander away

again” (emphasis added).

Statistical information is always subject to manipulation,
but Chaves also claims that, on average, only 28 percent of
Catholics attend Mass on any given weekend and about one
in five Protestants attend church on Sunday. In general these
downward trends -have been confirmed by other sources.

Wrote - Los Angeles Times religion writer Margaret
Ramirez: Church attendance is declining in the United States
and other industrialized nations . ... At the same time, how-
ever, in both the United States and elsewhere; the percent-
age of people who report that they think about spiritual
issues is holding steady or on the rise.”

Those polled also showed considerable interest in the mean-
ing and purpose of life itself. One member of the Michigan
team “believes that the findings show that while allegiance to
religious institutions declines, spiritual concerns remain'strong
but are displayed in different outlets from the Church.”

Dan Wakefield put it this way in his recent book, How Do
We Know When It’s God? He wrote: "I haven't lost faith in
God, but I've lost faith in'words.” The impression given by

“Church attendance is declining . . . At the
same time, . .. the percentage of people
who report that they think about spiritual
issues is holding steady or on the rise.”

these various lines of thought is that God mainly reveals
Himself in other ways than through the Bible and churches.
However, other observers have expressed serious misgiv-
ings about ungoverned spiritual expressions divorced both
from the Bible and the church. They point out that this phe-
nomenon reflects'a move toward “cafeteria Christianity” in
which believers pick and choose for themselves doctrines
from different denominations and even New Age groups.

verview
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To further understand these important issues, please
request our free booklets What Is Your Destiny?, The Church

Jesus Built and How to Understand the Bible. (Sources: The
New Yorker, The Los Angeles Times.)

British Christianity in crisis

Over a 10-year period Anglican and Roman Catholic church-
attendance figures are down in England -and Wales. Baptisms
and church marriages are also in.decline. The Anglican Church
in Hereford is a case in point. Even with some 1,000 parish-
ioners, weekly attendance averages only about 60.

At the same time, adherents of other religions (not includ-
ing Judaism) have tripled in number. One in four people in
Leicester (a city in the British Midlands) is now a Hindu: But,
countrywide, Islam is the fastest-growing religion.

The implications are troubling. According to The Sunday
Telegraph: “Belief in a personal God has declined from 43 per
cent in the 1950s to 31 per cent in'the 1990s.” (Sources: The
Times, The Sunday Telegraph, TV program Tempting Faith
[all London].)

Battling over the Ten Commandments

Conservative American churches and political leaders seek
to preserve the primacy of Christianity as well as give children
daily reminders of right and wrong. So they are determined
to see the Ten Commandments displayed in schools. Pro-
posed laws have been brought before state legislatures and
even the U.S. Congress to make it a requirement.

But civil-liberty groups and non-Christians are determined
that this practice come to a halt once and for all. Eventually the
Supreme Court will probably rule on the question. In the mean-
time, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has begun legal
proceedings in Kentucky against two counties and:one school
district that already display the Ten Commandments.

However this question is eventually resolved by the courts,
God's law should be taught to everyone—beginning in the
home: To better understand how and why these laws are the
supreme and ideal guide for human behavior, please request
our free booklet The Ten Commandments. (Source: The
Guardian.[London].)

Media a full-time job for children

[t's no secret that American children spend a lot of time
with TV, computers, music and video games. But how much
time do children tune in to non-school-related electronic-
media sources? According to a recent study, it's about 5%
hours a day, totaling more than 38 hours a week:

"Watching TV, playing video games, listening to music and
surfing the Internet have become a full-time job for the typ-
ical American child,” concluded Drew Altman, president of
the Kaiser Family Foundation, which conducted the national
study of media habits of ‘children ages 2 to 18. “This study
really underscores the importance of paying attention to the
messages and.the information kids are getting from the
media, both good and bad.”

The amount of time spent using this type of media varied




ions
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by age. Those in the 2-to-7 age-group averaged 3% hours
daily, and the study found that a third of youngsters of this
age have a TV in their bedrooms. For those over 8, media use
averaged almost seven hours a day, and two thirds of this
group had a TV in their bedroom.

Not surprisingly, the survey found that the bulk of chil-
dren’s daily media time—an average of 3% hours—was spent
watching TV or videos. Listening to music on tapes, CDs or
the radio occupied another hour and a half, and playing
video games 20 minutes. In comparison, children spend an
average of 44 minutes in recreational reading and 21 min-
utes using a computer for fun. About 60 percent of children
said their parents had set no rules about TV viewing.

It's little wonder that families and societies suffer when
children: are so- disconnected: from their - parents, ‘when
youngsters are fed a steady diet of mental junk food from
the outside influences that so dominate their lives.

To better understand the principles that produce strong

“Watching TV, playing video games [and]
listening to music . . . have become a full-
time job for the typical American child.”

and stable families, be sure to request your free copy of our
booklet Making Life Work: It's available from any: of our
offices listed on page 2, and you can download it from our
Web site at www.gnmagazine.org. (Sources: Scripps Howard
News Service, The Denver Post.)

Signor Prodi prods Europe

Romano Prodi, the new President of the European Com-
mission  (an integral arm of the European Union) has
recently revealed the scale of his federal ambitions for a
European superstate. ‘Wrote David Hughes; political editor
of The Daily Mail, “The President of the European Commis-
sion said Europe was creating its own government with its
own military force. And he warned countries such as Britain
that if they did not join in they would 'disappear from the
history books.”"

In-a recent interview with The Independent, Mr. Prodi
warned EU members to sign up to his vision of a European
superstate or suffer the consequences. He had no hesitation
in describing the European Union as a single government.

Also Mr. Prodi also said that a key step in the emerging
process of unity is the development of a European army—a
development the United States government views with some
concern. He added that he was not joking when he men-
tioned a European army, a proposal that the leaders of
Britain’s governing Labour Party have tried to minimize and
downplay to American observers.

In‘a sharp reaction to this outburst, the chief Tory leader
William Hague, countered that Mr. Prodi”has confirmed our
worst fears. The European Commission is intent on creating
a single state in Europe with its own army, currency and

the World

foreign policy. Yet despite the mounting evidence of the
Commission’s - grandiose - and: undemocratic ambitions,
[British prime minister] Tony Blair continues to mislead the
British people. It is time he woke up to the dangers of a
headlong rush to an:unaccountable European superstate
riding roughshod over the nation state” (Sources: The Daily
Mail, The Independent, The Times [all London].)

AIDS epidemic spreads, orphans 11 million

More than 50 million people have been infected with the
AIDS virus, of whom 16.4 million have died, according to a
recent United Nations report. In. 1999, according to UN esti-
mates, another 5.6 million people were infected with the
AIDS virus. The 2.6 million deaths from the disease in 1999
are the highest annual total since the disease was recognized
almost two decades ago.

Although drug therapies have slowed AIDS death rates in
the United States and Europe, such advances offer little hope
in other areas where many such treatments are hopelessly
unaffordable. More than 70 percent of those infected with
the virus live in sub-Saharan: Africa. The percentage of the
population in the independent states of the former Soviet
Union infected with HIV has doubled in the last two years,
primarily from growing intravenous drug use.

"The epidemic is far from over,” noted Dr. Peter Piot, execu-
tive director of UNAIDS, the United Nations’ AIDS program.
“The crisis is actually growing.”

More than 11:million children have been orphaned by the
AIDS epidemic since it was first recognized in 1981, with
another two million expected to be orphaned by the end of
2000, according to a recent United Nations report.

The UN defines an AIDS orphan as a child of 15 or younger
who has lost a mother or both parents to the disease. In some
African nations as many as one in 10 children are AIDS
orphans. In. comparison, before the AIDS epidemic about
2 percent of children in poorer countries were orphans.

The 2.6 million deaths from AIDS in 1999

are the highest annual total since the disease

was recognized almost two decades ago.

Some 95 percent of AIDS orphans live in sub-Saharan African
nations. In pre-AIDS days extended-family networks assumed
care for orphaned family members. Now, however, “the tradi-
tional African extended family:is breaking down under the
unprecedented burden of the pandemic,” said the report.

Dr. Piot said that orphans are “the most forgotten aspect
of the AIDS epidemic.” Left to themselves, many roam
the streets or end up as child laborers, becoming “prime tar-
gets for gangs, militia and creating more child armies like
those that participated in massacres in Liberia and Sierra
Leone in West Africa.” (Sources: The New York Times, The
Los Angeles Times.)

—John Ross Schroeder and Scott Ashley




Letters from Our Readers

The Good News

| have been thoroughly blessed with
the reading materialsthat | have requested
from you. The Good News magazineis
excellent reading. | am happy to seethe
Word rightly divided and not have the
doctrines of men passed off astruth. | con-
sider it seed well planted to contribute to
your ministry.

B.D., Bloomington, Indiana

Thank you for the magazines| have
received so far. Thetitle The Good News
isvery apt inthisday and age. Its contents
aways convey asense of hopefor the
future of usdl.

D.0O., Mallow, Republic of Ireland

We can't thank you enough for the
consistently great job you are doing with
thismagazine. | think it reflects God's
Spirit in every way, from its balanced pre-
sentation to its quality articlestoitsoverall
graphic design.

C.T., Southern California

The preceding threelettersare a small
representation of a large number of smilar
|etterswe regularly receive about the mag-
azine and related literature. However, we
should also say that, along with the many
orchids, we occasionally get a few onions—
and we plan to publish some of thesein
futureissues.

World newsand trends

Your in-depth analysis of world trends
from the perspective of the Bible has
given meinsight and hope for the future.
All dong | had been very concerned
about where mankind is heading, given
these gridy harvests of catastrophes that
beset usin aworld that is becoming
increasingly dangerous.

G.PU., Qurrey, England
Holidaysor Holy Days?

| just received your publication Holidays
or Holy Days. Does It Matter Which Days
We Keep? and of course had to read it right
away. | have not observed these nonbiblica
holidays since my first Good News maga-
zine. | remember the date because | had
just witnessed my grandson coming into
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the world and on the way home stopped
to have my car checked out.

Whilewaiting inthe waiting room, |
looked through the magazineslying there
and found your November-December issue
with an article about Christiansand Christ-
mas. | considered it agodsend as | had
been dedling with the Christmasissuefor
afew yearsbut did not know whereto go
to get thetruth. Thank you for being there,
and | thank the Lord that He answersthe
slent prayersof the heart. | caled and
requested a subscription and have been
S0 grateful for eachissue.

M.G., Atlantic Beach, Florida

Do you have any information on
Easter? | can’t believe God approves of
the Easter Bunny and colored eggs. These
things seem to me a put-down to Jesus
desth and resurrection to save all mankind.
That isaserious offense to what Jesus
went through—the torture and painful
death. I'd appreciate any information.

M.C., Klamath Falls, Oregon

You arecertainly right in your assess-
ment. The booklet Holidays or Holy Days.
Does It Matter Which DaysWe Keep?
coversthe specific areas you mentioned.
Also, please seethearticle The Good
Friday—Easter Sunday Question”
beginning on page 17 of thisissue.

Fundamental beliefs

| found one of your booksin the trash of
our dorm cell called Fundamental Beliefs
of the United Church of God, which has
intrigued me and has brought so much
controversy inmy heart astotheway | was
taught in the teachings of Chrigt. | need
moreinformation from your teachings and
beliefs on the following subjects as| strive
to learn and search the truth of the Scrip-
turesfor mysdf. | believein your teachings
and your fundamental beliefs, but Christ
said to “search the Scriptures” That'swhat
| intend to do, | earnestly hope, with your
help. The subject matter | am referring to
isGod'sfood laws and the Sabbath.

J.M. (prisoner), Huntsville, Texas

Our free booklet Sunset to Sunset: God's
Sabbath Rest has been mailed to you. Also,

in addition to the brief explanation on pages
30-33 of our Fundamental Beliefsbooklet,
weareinthefinal stagesof preparing a
publication explaining the biblical teaching
on clean and unclean meats. Wheniitis
printed wewill announceitsavailability
inthe pages of The Good News.

The Good News Web site

| amwriting to compliment you ona
well-thought-out and -laid-out Web page.
It'sredlly niceto seeyour beliefslaid out
0 plainly on the Web for everyoneto read.
It showsyou are dedicated to your beliefs
and willing to share your knowledge of the
Biblewith everyone. | wish more churches
were as open asyours. Eventhough |
belong to adifferent church, | was surprised
how redlly smilar our beliefswere.
Extremely interesting reading. | will pray
for you and your evangelism.

Internet reader

Readerswho have accessto the Internet
can gain easy entry to our World W de Web
Ste. The addresswww.gnmagazine.org
givesyou accessto issues of The Good
News, our Bible Study Course, bookiets
and more. You can find further information
fromthe United Church of God Web Site at
WWW.UCg.org.

Bible Study Course

| would liketo enrall inthe Bible Sudy
Course. | would aso like to add that the
magazines and other study materialsyou
have sent me are gredt. | read scriptures
every day and have three devotionals, but
| feel astudy courseismoreinformative. |
want to learn what the Word of God hasfor
me, and | havethe desireto study and learn
al I can. God has helped me so muchinthe
past two years. | will continueto seek Him
indl things.
C.A., Granite, Oklahoma
I’'m 22 and looking forward to recelving
the Bible Sudy Course. | redly appreciate
al the efforts made to create this course.
L.B., Saint-Medard-en-Jalles, France
We thank you for being abig help to
us, most especialy in spiritual matters. We
are blessed with al the reading materias
you've been sending. We can't express



how thankful we are for extending your
help. We use the books in Bible study
and to shareand use asreferences with
my friends.
J.A., Hong Kong
Thereader fromHong Kong may also
benefit by enralling in our free Bible Study

Course. It consgts of 12 user-friendly
lessons designed to take the reader through

a systematic study of the major themes and
teachings of the Holy Scriptures.

Reader from Audtralia

| enjoy reading the articlesin The
Good News and like how you relate
current eventsto biblical prophecy.
Please accept my small donation asa
token of appreciation. | hope and pray
that your organization keeps up the good

work of sharing the good news.
C.B., Kangaroo Point, Queendand

Published letters may be edited for clar-
ity and space. Addressyour lettersto The
Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio
45254, U.SA., or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org
(please be sureto include your full name,
city, stateor province, and country).

Q: How often and when should Chris-
tianspartakeof “theLord’sSupper” as
directed by Jesusto remember Hisdeath
on thecrossfor thesnsof theworld?

W.S,, Northern Ireland

A: Theexpression “Lord's Supper” is
used only onceinthe New Testament, in
1 Corinthians 11:20, whereit appearsas
asubstitute term for the Passover. Jesus
Christ Himsalf specificaly referred to this
observance asthe Passover (Luke 22:8, 11,
15). He kept the Passover, with the new
symbols of bread and wine, on the date
specified in Leviticus 23 for thisannua
observance, namely the 14th of Nisan (also
known asAbib) on the Hebrew calendar.

The Passover isamemoria to Christ's
death (1 Corinthians 5:7; 11:20-27), and
memoria ceremonies are observed oncea
year. Thisis certainly the custom of obser-
vances described inthe Bible aswell as
most of mankind's secular olservances.

The New Testament showsthat Chris-
tians continued to observe the annua festi-
vas(listed in Leviticus 23) at the times
commanded by God. Asayouth Christ
kept the Passover annualy at the specified
time (Luke 2:41), and He continued this
practice with His disciples (Luke 22:7-15).

After Hisdeath and resurrection the
early Church continued to observe the other
biblical Holy Daysat their specified times.
For example, Luke records that Jesus fol-
lowers met to observe the Feast of Pente-
cost: “When the day of Pentecost had fully
come, they were al with oneaccord in one
place’ (Acts2:1).

Scripture gives no hint of the early
Church adding to or changing the dates God

ordained for Hisfestivals. The phrasein

1 Corinthians 11:26—"for as often asyou
eat thisbread and drink this cup”—smply
pointsout that, by observing the New Testa:
ment Passover each year on the appropriate
day, memberswere“proclaim[ing] the
Lord'sdesthtill He comes”

The Bible specifiesthe yearly obser-
vance of the Passover, and history records
itsannual celebration asthe practice of the
early Church. The New Testament Pass-
over, assamemorial of Jesus death, isto
be observed annually rather than whenever
or however often one chooses, just asall
of the other annud festivals areto be kept
once ayear. Neither Jesus Chrigt nor the
apostlesindicated that we should change
when or how often we observe any of
God'sfedtivals.

Following the original disciples exam-
ple, we should observe the Passover shortly
after sunset at the beginning of the evening
of the 14th day of thefirst month (Abib or
Nisan) according to the Hebrew calendar.
(Please see the dates given on pages 32-33
of our free booklet God's Holy Day Plan:
The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.)

Keeping the Passover each year reminds
usthat God grantsuseternd lifein His
Kingdom through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, our Passover. This observanceis
amemoria of our Savior'scontinuing role
in humanity’s salvation.

For further understanding, please request
the booklets God's Holy Day Plan: The
Promise of Hope for All Mankind, The
Road to Eternal Life and Fundamental
Bdliefs of the United Church of God. All
arefree of charge from any of our offices
listed on page 2, or you can access them

uestions & Answers

from our Web Site at www.gnmagazine.org.

Q: SinceEveisthemother of all
mankind, am | correct in assuming that
all raceson theearth arereated to each
other somewherein the past?

W.E.C., Asheville, North Carolina

A: You are correct according to God's
Word. Thekey passageisfoundinActs
17:26: “And He[God] has made from one
blood every nation of mento dwell onall
the face of the earth, and has determined
their pregppointed times and the boundaries
of their dwellings”

Deuteronomy 32:8 makesthe same
point. “When the Most High divided their
inheritanceto the nations, when He sepa-
rated the sons of Adam [thefirst man;

1 Corinthians 15:45], He set the boundaries
of the peoples”

Anciently, dl but eight people perished
in Noah'sflood. Genesis 10 preservesalist
of the nations comprised of their descen-
dants. The concluding verse of that chapter
tellsusthat “these were the families of
Noah, according to their generations, in
their nations; and from these the nations
were divided on the earth after the flood”
(verse 32). The New Internationa Version
rendersit: “ From there the nations spread
out over the earth after theflood.”

Thesehiblica factsmakeit clear that
God (“Lord of heaven and earth”; Matthew
11:25) isthe Crestor of al peoples, races
and languages. Each variety hasa specia
beauty, usefulness and contribution to make
to thewhole of mankind. Prgjudice and
racid hatred should have no placeinthe
human heart.
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Does Jesus Christ
Really Understand?

Our fast-paced world is far removed from the dusty roads Jesus walked in first-century Palestine.
Can He really understand our needs and sufferings? Can He empathize with our worries?

he Bibletellsus Jesus can “sym-

pathize with our weaknesses’

and that Hewastempted in every

way, just aswe are (Hebrews
4:15). Yet we know Hewas not crippled or
handicapped. We know He did not liveto
old age. Nor was He forced into unemploy-
ment or retirement. He never had to make
ends meet on apension. Hedidn't goto
war or faceaveteran'slife, nor wasHea
victim of modern-day pollution, road rage
or disease.

How, then, can Jesus understand the
difficultiesand challenges we face?

Could a33-year-old sngle maewith
“legions of angels’ at His command
(Matthew 26:53) understand awoman'’s
needs?What of the trauma of adivorcée or
someone facing bankruptcy, paying child
support or eking out aliving while drawing
socid security?

What of the myriad temptations and
problemswe face? Jesusdidn’t liveina
society quite like ours—with satellite tele-
vison, video games, movies and smart
bombs. If we areto comewith confidence
to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16), how
can we be sure Jesus understands what we
suffer? After dl, Heisthe glorified Son of
God—an immorta spirit being—whilewe
arewegk, fleshly humans. If Jesus never
experienced the human frailties we experi-
ence, how can He understand our persona
needsin Hisrole of Intercessor with the
Father? (Hebrews 7:25).

Paul’s explanation that we are not aone
inour trias can be comforting (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:13). If you attend a Christian fellow-
ship, you find others going through Smilar
experiences (2 Corinthians 1:3-6). Thisis
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strengthening. Yet each of ushashisown
pain, trid and anguish that we may think
no one else can properly understand.

We may wonder whether God can fed
our pain. Can God appreciate the depth of
human despair? Peter wrote that Jesus suf-
fered for us, leaving usan example (1 Peter
2:21). Inwhat waysdid Jesuslead theway?
What confidence can we havethat He under-
Sandsthe persond traumaof every one of
His peopl€? Read on to gppreciate Jesus
uniquetridsand find comfort inthem.

Weariness and limitations

Can Jesus understand the limitations of
ahuman body? | saiah wasinspired to write
that Christ’s physica appearance didn’t
make Him especially atractive or desirable
(Isaiah 53:2). He was apparently average
looking, and at times Hisbody got just
plaintired. Herested at thewell of Samaria
because He was physically weary and
thirsty (John 4:6-7).

Likeany other human, He needed timeto
recuperate from the stress of heavy respons-
bility, for theweight of theworld redlly was
on Hisshoulders. After periodsof hectic
activity, He withdrew to arees of solitudeto
refresh Himsalf and recuperate (Mark 6:31).

Our unjust society

Can He understand lifetoday? The
plagues of government inefficiency and
abuse, injustice and violent crime were
just asmuch apart of Hisworld asthey are
ours. Hislifewasregulated by an oppres-
sve system of at timesfoolish lawsand
regulations, just like ours.

Jesus knew the burden of oppressive
taxation and the sting of racism. Helived

in Judea.under the occupation forces of the
mighty Roman Empire, which trested the
populace as subjugated peoples and harshly
enforced its requirements. One of Rome's
ruleswas that Jews could be comman-
deered anytimeto carry aRoman soldier’s
eguipment for amile. Simon of Cyrene
was grabbed out of the crowd and made

to carry the wooden beam on which Jesus
would be crucified. Jesus was too wesk-
ened by ascourging to carry it further
Himsdlf (Matthew 27:32).

Jesus encouraged Hisfollowersnot only
to comply with thisrule, but to go above
and beyond. By carrying aburden for two
miles, they would carry theload for some
other passerby and fulfill the Golden Rule
of doing to others asyou would have them
do to you (Matthew 5:41; Luke 6:31).

Jesus a so spoke of the hypocritical lead-
ership of thereligious authorities of His
day: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in
Moses seat. Thereforewhatever they tell
you to observe, that observe and do, but do
not do according to their works; for they
say, and do not do” (Matthew 23:2-3).

Hewas persondlly insulted: accused
of being illegitimate, “born of fornication”
(John 8:41).

Family conflict and people problems

Many of our problems concern relation-
shipswith members of our own family and
closefriends. We must try to get dong with
peoplewe are near constantly—fellow
workers, employees, neighbors and school
official s—even though they sometimes
opposeusat every turn. Jesus had to face
similar difficulties. Hisown brothersdid not
believein Him (John 7:5). He had gathered



agroup of novicedisciplesaround Him
who at times vexed Him with their vanity
and visonsof grandeur (Luke 9:46).

The established religious community
criticized Him for Hislack of formal
education in the Scriptures (John 7:15).
Because He hailed from the small town
of Nazareth in Galilee, Jesus endured durs.
Even one of Hisfuture disciples, on hearing
where Jesus had grown up, asked, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?’
(John 1:46).

Inthe hour of Hisgreatest didtress, His
closest friends deserted Him. Inthe Garden
of Gethsemane Hisdisciplesfled when they
saw Jesuswould be arrested, leaving Him
donetofacetherdigiousauthoritiesand
their soldiers. The next day many of Hisdis-
ciplesweredill too frightened to be publicly
seen as Hewas beaten and executed. “But Al
Hisacquaintances, and thewomen who fol-
lowed Him from Galilee, ood at adistance,
watching thesethings’ (Luke 23:49).

What about other people relationships?
Jesuswasn't married, so can He under-
stand marriage problems? How can Jesus
understand what it isliketo live with an
unconverted mate?

Actualy, He can. He was symbolically
married to the nation of Israel. Shewasa
sdfish, unfaithful spouse who caused Him
agrest deal of grief and unhappiness (Jere-
miah 3:6-14). Heisnot only prepared to
take her back, He will receive her once
agal n—when she repents and wantsto
beafaithful bride.

lliness and pain

Can Jesus understand the physical and
psychologica pain of child abuse, rape,
disease or physical infirmities?

Many people suffer fromillness or acci-
dents. Christ understands the depths of their
suffering. The Gospelsrevedl that in His
last hours as ahuman being He wasfalsely
accused, mocked, reviled, sworn at, spat
upon and dapped in the face. He suffered a
brutal begting before His crucifixion, which
initsalf wasan extremely painful and
humiliating way to die.

Isaiahtdlsusof Jesus “. .. Therewere
many who were gppalled a him—his
appearance was S0 disfigured beyond that
of any man and hisform marred beyond
human likeness’ (Isaiah 52:14, New Inter-
nationa Version). Apparently Jesuswas
barely recognizable as ahuman after the
awful beating He suffered. AsGod in the
flesh, did Hewant to live physicaly any

lessthan we do? No. He didn’t want to feel
the agony of crucifixion and degth. But,
faithful to the plan of God, He obeyed
because of the necessity of Hisdying on
our behaf (Matthew 26:39, 42).

Grief and anguish

Have you ever been stolen from by your
acquai ntances, convicted without ahear-
ing, suffered racia durs, betrayed by a
friend or had your money embezzled by a
close associate? Jesus had al those things
happen to Him.

But someone might say: “Well, Jesus
never suffered thethings| do.” Perhapsthe
best response would be that what Jesus went
throughin 33 years of human existencethe
overwhelming mgority of people have
never duplicated. He experienced numerous
attemptson Hislife, had acrown of thorns
thrust down to gash into His scalp, was
scourged and crucified and willingly gave
Hislifeto pay for thesinsof others.

A few people have endured indignities
onasimilar level. Many were crucified in
those years. None, though, lived without
ever snning. In this Jesus stands head and
shoulders above everyoneelse: ared, flesh-
and-blood, 33-year-old thoroughly mascu-
line male who never sinned, not even once.

As Creator of al things, including
humanity, God has through eons of time
experienced depths of emotion about what
humans do to other humans. Thiswas even
before Jesus became God in the flesh.

Inthe same way, Hewas“ grieved in His
heart” before the flood (Genesis 6:6), sowe
can know that Jesus grieves about the state
of our world.

If you can sympathize with some of
these examples, then rest assured that you
can know with certainty that you have a
faithful High Priest who walked this physi-
cal lifeahead of you. He knowswhat it
meansto suffer. Heisfully quaified on
your behdf to expressthe depth of your
personal, private suffering to the Fether.

Christ meant it when Hetold usin His
Word: “Cometo Me, al you who labor and
are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest.
Take My yoke upon you and learn from
Me, for I am gentleand lowly in heart, and
youwill find rest for your souls. For My
yokeiseasy and My burdenislight”
(Matthew 11:28-30).

Approach God boldly and confidently,
knowing with every pain you suffer that
Jesusisthe High Priest who hears, knows
and understands how you fed. Gn
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you'll love The Good News Web site

I fyou like The Good News magazine,
at www.gnmagazine.org.

You'll find past issues of The Good
News, each packed with articles about
world trends and events, family and
social issues, prophecy in the news

and The Good News” unique, in-depth
perspective of the Bible.

There's much more, too. Explore our
large library of booklets covering a
wide variety of biblical, family and social
issues and themes. Take a look at our
literature in other languages—Spanish,

German,
[talian, French and Dutch (and feel free
to share them with a friend overseas).

We've recently added a new search
tool so you can find material on any
subject you want—marriage, family,
biblical teachings, current events,
prophecy, you name it. Feel free to
download all these to your own com-
puter so you can study them in depth,
or request your own printed copies to

be mailed to you.
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While you're there,
be sure to take a

look at our sister publications, Virtual
Christian Magazine (available only on

the Internet) and
World News and
Prophecy. You'll find
them filled with help-
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ful articles much like those you enjoy in
The Good News.

Make your computer more productive
today—visit www.gnmagazine.org.
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TODAY'S FAMILY &8

T Rewards

of Reading Together

When family members read aloud together, lots of good things happen—
including learning, laughter and love.

amily membersreading together

isan ancient tradition that isbeing

rediscovered with delight in many

countries. Many familiesvouch

for theimportance and pleasure

of reading doud. It isafamily
activity par excellence.

At the sametime, many peoplelack the
ability or desreto read. Thusthey read little.
The Stuation can lead to aviciouscircle.
Lack of skill leadsto lack of interest and
enjoyment, and lack of enjoyment leadsto
lack of motivation to improve ong'sskill.

Most children learn to read well enough
to get through school, but many of them
stop reading any more than is necessary.
Schools have produced school-time read-
ers, but not lifetime readers. While teaching
students how to read, they havefailed to
teach them to want to read.

Missing motivation

Why don’t more peoplerelish reading?
The search for the answersto that question
began in earnest with the 1955 publication
of the book Why Johnny Can't Read. Since
then much research has confirmed amgjor
conclusion: Reluctant readerswere not read
to aschildren.

Sincereading isthe single most impor-
tant skill in education, the National Com-
mission of Reading formed in 1983 to
study what works and what doesn’t work
in teaching reading. After two years of
intensive research, in 1985 the commis-
sion’s members published their report,
Becoming a Nation of Readers. Note their
conclusion: “The single most important
activity . . . for eventual successin reading
isreading aloud to children.” If parents
want their children to be readers, they
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need to read aloud to and with them.

Why isthisso? Firgt, successin many
endeavors depends most of al on attitude.
Morethan any other single activity, in or
out of schooal, reading aloud hasthe greatest
impact on building positive attitudes about
books and reading.

A secondary reason isthat regular read-
ing aloud strengthens children’slanguage
kills—in reading, writing and spesking.
Why isthat so? Becauseit improves chil-
dren’slistening comprehension. Listening
comprehension must come before reading
comprehension.

Inthe United States im Treleaseisthe
best-known advocate of reading aloud to
children. Thosewho read hisbook The
New Read-Aloud Handbook will likely
be sold on the value of reading aloud with
family members. The book answersthe
common questions on the subject and
teaches parents how to be more effective
when reading aloud.

Overcoming obstacles

Why aren’t parents, grandparents, older
sihlingsand teachers reading aoud to chil-
drenlikethey used to? It'slargely because
television, overly busy schedules and mod-
ern education that placestoo much stress
on assignmentsthat can be measured and
tested. But parents shouldn't rely only on
schoolsto teach their children to read, and
we can turn off the TV and give children
thefull attention they long for and need.

You say you just don't have thetime?
A mere 15 minutesaday is often sufficient,
unlessyou and your child chooseto read
longer than that. We dll have the same 24

usmust decide: How high on my priority
list isthe academic, mental, emotional and
spiritual development of my child? How
important is spending timewith him?

Youngsters need to beintroduced at a
young ageto the pleasure, joy and adven-
ture of reading. Parentswho tell storiesand
read to their children and have their chil-
dren read to them mold them into devoted
readers. They indtill inthem alasting love
of literature, adeep appreciation for the
printed word and afondnessfor lifelong
learning. Adults can ignite the spark of
desireintheir toddlersand fan itsflames
throughout their youth.

Later benefits from reading

Some parents stop reading with their
children as soon asthe children can read for
themsdlves. Thisisamistake. When achild
becomes areader, he cantake histurn at
reading aloud, and reading with his parents
and siblings continuesto provide the same
benefits and pleasures. We never get too old
for agood story.

Asachild ages, reading with their
shlingsand parentsisimportantina
different way. It helpsto keep the lines of
communication open. Children may open
up more about arelationship problem after
reading about asimilar problem. As chil-
dren face moral temptations and dilemmeas,
the Situation in astory and the relaxed
togethernesswith parents may lead to
ahepful discussion.

Family members reading together helps
bind families together. Reading, unlike TV
viewing, isasocid experience. Members
of thefamily can stop anytimeto talk about

hoursin aday. We spend our timedoing the  the story and laugh or cry together. Read-

thingswe think are most important. Each of

ing funny, sad and inspiring stories builds



emotiond bridges as members share
matters of the mind and heart. Reading
together isanidedl activity to draw and
keep ustogether, to snuggle and benefit
from the healthful tonic of touch. The
whole experienceisthe making of pleasant
memoriesand warm love.

The benefits of reading areillustrated by
apoem by Strickland Gillilan, “The Read-
ing Mother”:

You may have tangible wealth untold:

Caskets of jewelsand coffersof gold.

Richer than | you can never be—

| had a Mother who read to me.

Fathers, too, need to get involved.

When mothersdo dl the reading, boys get
theideathat reading is not masculine and

then loseinterest. Thisisareason most

of the childrenin remedia-reading classes
are boys. Fathers need to support and
participatein reading aloud.

What about the competition of TV?
Spending significant time watching televi-
son hasmany negdive effects. Evenwhena
family avoids TV’smoral trash, TV viewing
can detract from time that could be spentin
more-beneficid activitiesincluding reading,
thinking and communicating. Unlike read-
ing, passive TV viewing tiflesimagination
and crestivity. Intellectua junk food smoth-
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erschildren’smenta and emotiond develop-
ment. Children’s TV-viewing time needs
parenta regulation and rationing.

If mishandled, reading doud can be
monotonous and boring. Hereare afew
suggestionsto keep it interesting:

» Make sensible choices of reading
materiads—not too difficult and not too essy.

* Read together regularly with your
children.

» Choose reading together for short
sessions more often than reading together
for afew long sessions.

* Don't let asesson go longer than
achild'satention span.

Be enthusiastic and use expressve tones
of voice. Modulateyour voicetofit the dia-
logue. If agtory con-
tainswords or sections
that are boring or too
difficult for thechild to
understand, skip over
them or change them.
In other words, talk the
Sory. Vary the pace.
Don't reed too fast.
Sow down duringa
suspenseful part. Take
timeto discusswhat
you just read.

Suggestions
for reading

What should you
read?A vast variety
of vauableliteratureis
readily available: won-
derful books, stories,
poemsand articles. In
general, pick subjects
that you know will be
interesting aswell as
wholesome and prof-
itableto your children.
Chooseliterature that
clearly communicates
right vs. wrong, that glorifiesvirtue and
condemnsvice. We can learn so much
about how to live and how not to live by
the heroesand villains of fiction and non-
fiction. If your child's school isneglecting
important subjects such ashistory and
the great leaders of the past, include those
subjectsat home.

The New Read-Aloud Handbook gives
many suggestionsfor good read-aloud
books (not all good books are good for
reading aloud). The author, Jm Trelease,
aso edited the book Read All About It!

Itssubtitleis Great Read-Aloud Sories,
Poems, and Newspaper Piecesfor Preteens
and Teens. Both books are published by
Penguin Books.

The book no one should be without

The volumewe most highly recommend
istheBible, aperennia best-sdller around
theworld and the foundation of all proper
knowledge. Even when the Bibleisjudged
only asliterature, the scholars of theworld
conggtently rank it anong theworld's
greatest works of literature. Actudly, itis
acollection of awonderful variety of types
of literature.

Many great men and women of history
have appreciated the Bible. Notice what
someAmerican presidents have said:

* George Washington: “It isimpossible
to rightly govern the world without God
and the Bible”

* Abraham Lincoln: “Thisbook . . . is
the best gift God hasgiventoman . . . But
for it we could not know right from wrong.”

* Theodore Roosevelt: “A thorough
knowledge of the Bibleisworth more than
acollege education.”

o Franklin D. Roosevelt: “I fed that a
comprehensive study of the Bibleisalib-
eral education for anyone. Nearly dl of the
great men of our country have been well
versed intheteachings of the Bible”

To underscore the unique importance
of the Bible, including its divine origin and
purpose, The Good News has produced
several accompanying articles about this
Book of al booksinthisissue. Be sureto
read them because they explain how the
absolute truths of the Bible are relevant
and applicableto our everyday lives.

Family Bible reading

Everything said so far inthisarticle
isapplicableto reading the Bible aloud.
When family membersread the Bible
together, they draw closer to each other
aswell asto their Creator, who inspired
theBible.

Everyone love stories, and the Bibleis
largely acollection of stories. Even most
of theingtructive parts are presented
within astory flow. The Bible has an abun-
dance of action and adventure, heroes and
villains, tragedies and triumphs, drama
and emotion.

Some parentsfed inadequate or even
hypocritica intaking thelead in Bible
reading. But God doesn't want parentsto

Continued on page 30
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Jesus Christ's
Later Ministry

by Mario Seiglie

n the September-October and November-
December 1999 issues of The Good News, we
considered some of the many archaeological

findings that shed light on Judeain the early first
century, when Jesus Christ grew to manhood and
began His ministry. We continue in this issue with
other findings that shed light on and confirm the
accuracy of historical details recorded for usin
the Gospels.

While Chrigt’s early ministry took place primar-
ily in Gdilee, Hislater ministry centered on Jeru-
sdem. In Gdileg, in spite of Hismany miraclesand
inspired preaching, Hewas eventually rejected by

. most of the townspeople.
Archaeological " .3 Ve bernto reukethe itiesinwich
ﬁndlngs shed  most of Hismi ghty works had been done, because

they did not repent: ‘Woeto you, Chorazin! Woe
toyou, Bethsaidal For if the mighty workswhich
were donein you had been donein Tyre and Sidon,
they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. But | say toyou, it will be moretolerablefor
Tyreand Sidonin the day of judgment than for you.
And you, Capernaum, who are exated to heaven,
will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty

light on and con-
firm the accuracy
of historical
details recorded
for us in the
Gospels

workswhich were donein you had been donein
Sodom, it would have remained until thisday’”
(Matthew 11:20-23).

An unusual pool

The Gospels often note that Jesus and His disci-
plestraveled to Jerusalem for the biblical festivals
God commanded in Leviticus 23 (Luke 2:41-42;
22:7-20; John 2:13, 23; 7:1-2, 8, 10, 14, 37-38).
John 5 records an event that took place during one
of thesefeadts, although it doesn't specify which
(to learn more about these biblical feasts, be sure
to request your free copy of the booklet God's Holy
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind).

“After thisthere was afeast of the Jews, and
Jesuswent up to Jerusdlem. Now thereisin Jeru-
sdlem by the Sheep Gateapool, whichiscalled
in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. Inthese
lay agreat multitude of sick people, blind, lame,
parayzed, waiting for the moving of the water . . .

“Now acertain man wastherewho had an infir-
mity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying
there, and knew that he dready had beenin that
condition along time, He said to him, * Do you want

A pool with five porches7 For years critics of the Bible thought
the apostle John’s description of the Bethesda Pool to be a

fabrication—until the area was excavated a century ago. There
excavators found the remains of a large double pool, left, with
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a central colonnaded causeway dividing the two parts, as
shown on a model of the pool, right, based on the ruins uncov-
ered there. After almost 2,000 years, John'’s description of a pool
“having five porches” was proven to be accurate.
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to be made well? The sick man answered

Him, * Sir, | have no man to put meinto the
pool when the water is tirred up; but while
| am coming, another steps down before
me. Jesussaid to him, ‘ Rise, take up your
bed and walk.” And immediately the man
was made well, took up hisbed, and
walked. .. (John 5:1-9).

For years critics questioned John's
description of apool “having five porches,”
because such an architectural design would
be highly unusual . But that changed when
excavators began digging in the area about
acentury ago.

“. .. When Bethesdawas cleared of the
rubble of centuriesand brought once more
to thelight of day, [archaeologists discov-
ered] avast double pool covering 5,000
square yardsto the north of the Temple
area. It in fact had five colonnades. Four of
these surrounded the whole place, but the
fifth porch, inwhich the sick folk lay wait-
ing to be hedled, stood on aridge of rock
which divided thetwo pools’ (Werner
Keller, The BibleasHistory, 1982, p. 423).

Thefifth “porch,” which had led some
to question or even dismiss John’s account,
was this columned walkway separating
the two pools. John's description was
proven accurate.

John McRay, archaeol ogist and profes-
sor of New Testament at Wheaton College
Graduate School in lllinois, addsthat in the
excavations“many fragments of column
bases, capitals and drums [ column sectiong]
were found, which probably belonged to
thefive porches (i.e., porticoes or colon-
naded walkways) of the pool John men-
tions’ (Archaeology & the New Testament,
1991, p. 187).

The Pool of Siloam

The apostle John mentioned another
pool in connection with another of Jesus
Chrigt’smiracles of hedling. “Now as Jesus
passed by, He saw aman who wasblind
frombirth . . . He spat on the ground and
made clay with the sdliva; and He anointed
the eyes of the blind man with the clay. And
Hesaid to him, * Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam’ (whichistrandated, Sent). So he
went and washed, and came back seeing”
(John 9:1, 6-7).

This pool, too, has been discovered, and

thousands of visitorsto Jerusdem visit it
each year. Professor McRay explains:.
“[The pool] wasbuilt by King Hezekiahin
the eighth century B.C. at the southern end
of along tunnel he

obscured or even contradicted theintent
of thelaws God had reveded to |srael. He
compared them to “whitewashed tombs
which indeed appear beautiful outwardly,

cut through solid
rock to bring water
from Gihon Spring
to the pool insidethe
city walls (2 Kings
20:20) . ..

“The appearance
of the pool has
changed through
the centuries; it has
become consider-
ably smaller (50 feet BEEE
long by 15fest wide) e
thanorigindly. In
1897 FJ. Blissand
A.C. Dickie uncov-
ered acourt about
75 feet square, inthe
center of which was

The Pool of Siloam is mentioned in connection with one of Jesus
Christ’s miraculous healings. Although the remains of the pool
have since greatly changed, it can still be visited. The pool, in the
area of the original City of David, is fed by the Gihon Spring.

the poal. It was prob-
ably surrounded by a colonnaded portico
... After the 1897 excavations, the people
of thevillage of Silwan (an Arabic render-
ing of Siloam) built amosquewith a
minaret over the northwest corner of the
pool, and it till stands above the pool”
(ibid., p. 188).

Professor McRay notesthat “ discoveries
of theWell of Jacob (John 4:12), the Pool of
Bethesda (5:2) [and] the Pool of Siloam (9:7)
... havelent historicd credibility tothetext
of John. .. Thesearebut afew of theexam-
plesthat could be produced which put New
Testament contexts squarely in the streeam

of history and geography” (pp. 18-19).
Conflicts with Pharisaic practices

Of al the human adversaries during His
ministry, the Pharisees caused Jesusthe
most trouble. They had imposed tedious
religious regulations on the practicing Jew-
ish population. Jesus described their effect:
“For they bind heavy burdens, hard to besr,
and lay them on men'’s shoulders; but they
themselveswill not move them with one
of their fingers. But dl their worksthey do
to be seen by men” (Matthew 23:4-5).

Christ denounced the Pharisees’ hypoc-
risy of enacting many religious laws that

but insde arefull of dead men’sbones
and all uncleanness. Even so you a so out-
wardly appear righteousto men, but inside
you arefull of hypocrisy and lawlessness’
(verses27-28).

Whitewashed tombs were acommon
sght in Israel. The practice of whitewashing
grave Steswasbased on aritud established
by the Pharisees.

Archaeologists have uncovered many
ancient tombs and other burial placesin
Israel. They range from asmple holein the
ground with astone covering to eaborate
buria chambersfor therich. The Interna-
tional Sandard Bible Encyclopedia says.
“For groups without a settled abode, inter-
ment must have taken the form of roadside
burids. . . Under Greco-Roman influence,
Pd estine tombstook on the exterior forms
and ornamentation of classic architecture
... Exposed areas were whitewashed to
obviate uncleannessthrough accidental
contact a night (Matthew 23:27)" (1979,
Val. 1, pp. 557, 559, “Burid”).

William Barclay gives further informa
tion that hel ps us understand burid prac-
ticesof thetime: “Hereagainisapicture
which any Jew would understand. One of
the commonest placesfor tombswas by the




wayside. We have dready seen that anyone
who touched a dead body became unclean
(Numbers 19:16). Therefore, anyone who
cameinto contact with atomb autometi-
cally became unclean. At onetimein par-
ticular the roads of Palestine were crowded
with pilgrims—at the time of the Passover
Feast. For aman to become unclean on his
way to the Passover Feast would be adisas-
ter, for that meant he would be debarred
from sharing init. It wasthen Jewish prac-
ticein the month of Adar to whitewash all
wayside tombs, so that no pilgrims might
accidentally comeinto contact with one

of them and be rendered unclean.

“So, asaman journeyed the roads of
Palestine on aspring day, these tombs
would glint white, and amost lovely, inthe
sunshine; but within they were full of bones
and bodies whose touch would defile. Thet,
said Jesus, was aprecise picture of what the
Phariseeswere. Their outward actionswere
the actions of intensely religious men; their
inward heartswere foul and putrid with
sn” (Daily Bible Sudy Commentary, Bible
Explorer Software).

Christ used thiscommonly seen feature
of the Israglite countryside to drive home
aspiritud point.

The Corban vow

Another conflict Jesus had with the
Phariseeswas over their laws and regula
tionsthat at times directly negated the Ten
Commandments. One such example was
the Corban vow.

Inastinging rebuke, Jesustold the Phar-
isees: “‘All too well you reect the com-
mandment of God, that you may keep your
tradition. For Moses said, “Honor your
father and your mother”; and, “Hewho
cursesfather or mother, let him be put to
death” But you say, “If aman saysto his
father or mother, ‘Whatever profit you
might have received from meis Corban’—
(that is, agift to God), then you no longer
let him do anything for hisfather or his
mother, making the word of God of no
effect through your tradition which you
have handed down. And many such things
youdo'” (Mark 7:9-13).

In the 20th century archaeol ogists have
found dramatic confirmation of thiskind
of vow. In the 1950sthey discovered astone
coffiningde aJewish tomb in the Kidron
Valley southeast of Jerusalem. Thelid bore
an inscription stating the contentswere
“corban.” Theinscription reads, “All that
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amanmay find to his profit in this ossuary
[ig] an offering (corban) to God from him
whoiswithinit” (McRay, p. 194).

Thevow wasinscribed in the hopethat
it would dissuade any potential thief from
taking any valuable contents, such asjew-
elry, by declaring al had been consecrated
to God and that the robber would be com-
mitting sacrilegeto take it and useit for any
other purpose.

But why would Jesus condemn thiskind
of vow? The passagein Mark points out the
kinds of problemsthat arose. Jesuswas
condemning aman-made vow that could
bresk God's commandments. I n the exam-
ple He used, some, He said, were declaring
part or al of their possessions“ corban,” or
dedicated to God. In such circumstances
aneedy father or mother could not inherit
adeceased son's goods because they had
been declared “ corban” and thuswere
consecrated to God.

Thisvow was based on anonbiblica
belief that aperson would receive extra
favor from God for such avow. Astime
went aong, thiskind of vow was a'so used
asan excuseto avoid helping aparent in
need. As Jesus pointed out, such practices
broke the Fifth Commandment, which tells
usto honor our parents.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary
explains. “Jesus showed how thesereli-
gious|eaders had in effect nullified this
commandment. They could simply affirm
that a particular item had been agift
devoted to God. Then theitem could
not be used by an individual but was kept
separate. Thiswas smply aclever way of
keeping things from passing to one's par-
ents. The person would of course continue
to keep those thingsin his own home
where they had been supposedly set aside
for God.

“Such action was condemned by Jesus
asbeing hypocritical, for whileit appeared
to be spiritua, it actually was doneto keep
one's possessions for himsaf. Thusthis
fallureto help on€'s parents deliberately
violated thefifth commandment . . . Such
action had been described by Isaiah cen-
turiesbefore (Isaiah 29:13). Their [the
Pharisees'] religion had become amatter
of action and man-mede rules. Their hearts
werefar from God and consequently their
worshipwasinvain” (Logos Software).

Wewill continue this serieswith the cli-
mactic events surrounding Jesus Christ’s
arres, trial, crucifixion and resurrection. Gnv

Reading

Continued from page 27

wait until they overcomether flavsbefore
they teach the Bibleto their children. Ask
for God's help and He will answer. Reading
the Bible gives parentsincreasing strength
to overcometheir own faults.

Some have made brief attemptsat reading
the Bible and concluded it ishard to under-
stand and boring. When reading to children,
remember the suggestions above for making
it interesting. One can skip sectionsthat
seem uninteresting, hard to understand or
relatively unimportant without distorting
the overall message. One can pargphrase
and summarize sectionsin one'sown words.

Children understand much better when
aparent choosesamodern version of the
Bible rather than the King JamesVersion
with its often-outdated language. Though
someversons of the Bible are more accu-
rate than others and should be relied on for
serious study, dmost any version of the
Bible conveysthe lessonsfairly accurately.
TheBible quotationsin The Good News are
mostly from the New King JamesVersion,
whichissmilar inwording and accuracy
to the King JamesVersion but usssmodern
English. Or aparent may chooseto usethe
King JamesVersion and subgtitute amodern
synonym each time he encountersan
archaic word.

What doesthe Bible say about itself?
The apostle Paul reminded Timothy, “All
Scriptureisinspired by God and is useful
for teaching the truth, rebuking error, cor-
recting faults, and giving instruction for
right living, so that the person who serves
God may befully qualified and equipped
to do every kind of good deed” (2 Timothy
3:16-17, Today's English Version). Paul
knew that reading the Scriptureswas
and would aways be the most profitable
reading possible.

Paul told Timothy: “. . . From childhood
you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
are ableto make you wisefor sdvation. . "
Timothy was greetly blessed to have been
grounded in the Scriptures during his early
years. Hisgrandmother, Lois, and his
mother, Eunice, had taught him God's
Word and had served as hisrole models
inthefaith (2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14-15).

The importance of teaching children
In Matthew 22:36-40 Jesus reveal ed that



thetwo greatest commandmentsareto love
God and to love our fdlowman. The Bible
can be summed up asthe Instruction Book
that teaches us how to love God and how
tolove our neighbor.

In stating thefirst great commandment,
Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5: “You
shall lovethe Loro your God with all your
heart, with al your soul, and with al your
might.” Notice what follows: “And these
wordswhich | command you today shall
bein your heart; you shall teach them dili-
gently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you st in your house, when you
walk by theway, when you liedown, and
whenyouriseup” (verses6-7).

Wordsare“inyour heart” after you
repeatedly hear them, think about them,
believe them and apply them. To “teach
them diligently” isaccomplished partly by
parentsreading the Bibleto their children
and explaining its passages. To “talk of
them” showstheimportance of encouraging
interactive responses, comments and discus-
sonduring Bible-reading time. It dsoindi-
cates parents should daily point out biblica
principlesand their gpplications.

Of the New Covenant God said, “I will
put My lawsin their mind and write them
onther hearts’ (Hebrews 8:10). Parents
can greatly aid the processthrough family
Biblereading.

Another help to absorb God'sWord is
memorizing key scriptures. Encourage chil-
dren to learn important verseswhile they
have strong memories.

Why isfamily Bible reading soimpor-
tant? First, God'sWord is the most impor-
tant subject by far for our childrento
learn! Second, childhood isthe best time
to start learning God's Word. Children
are naturally more teachable and pligble
than adults. Asthe twig isbent, soisthe
treeinclined.

TheBible verifiesthat information and
lessons taught during childhood can have a
lifetime effect. “Train up achild inthe way
he should go, even when heisold hewill
not depart fromit.” (Proverbs 22:6, New
American Standard Bible). To put it
another way, the knowledge helearns
asachild won't depart from him.

Provide spiritual nourishment

Most parents want to be good providers,
aswearetold to bein 1 Timothy 5:8.
But God wants parentsto provide not just
the physical necessities, but spiritual

nourishment. Jesus said, “Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word of
God” (Luke 4:4; Deuteronomy 8:3).

For very young children, select parts
of the Bible they can easily understand.
Often what works best isfor the parent
tolearn aBible story well and then tell
itin hisown words. One can use children’s
Bible-story books, but be aware that
they vary considerably in quality and
biblica accuracy.

Some of the most beneficial partsfor
young children are stories from through-
out the Bible (with their lessons) and
clear Christian-living teachings. The book
of Proverbsis directed especidly to chil-
dren and offers practical adviceondl
aspects of life.

Family Bible study can includeinforma:
tion and material that isrelated to the Bible
aswell asthe Bibleitsdf. Some books
about the Bible are quite accurate and inter-
esting. Nonhiblical storiesand articlesthat
teach good lessons and va ues can bewor-
thy supplementsto Biblereading. The
Good News publishes many booklets and
the Bible Sudy Coursethat can helpin
understanding the Bible, Christian living
and God's purpose for mankind.

Children generaly learn more when
teaching isinteractive. Encourage themto
ask questions and make other comments.
Bible games can make learning fun, and
some games don't require buying anything.
Quizzing each other about the Bible can be
funwhileit reinforces young memories.
For those with computers, many Bible-
related software packages, including
games, areavailable.

Many Bible stories and other worth-
while stories have been recorded on video-
tape and audiotape. Listening to recordings
with family members can supplement other
teaching methods.

Parental responsibility to teach

Regrettably, astrong anti-Bible bias
existsintoday’s educationa system. Par-
ents need to support their children by teach-
ing them the basic truths and moral values
God'sWord offers.

Now aword to fathersin particular:

We earlier emphasized the value of fathers
reading to their children. Noticethat the
Bible, too, emphasizes the need for fathers
to befully involved in the spiritual educa
tion of their children: “ Fathers, do not
provoke your children to anger, but bring

them up in the discipline and instruction
of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4, Revised
Standard Version).

Family Biblereading and family prayer
aretwo waysto fulfill thisadmonition.
Fathers reading with and talking with their
children help “turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the hearts of the children
totheir fathers’ (Mdachi 4:6).

According to Scripture, teaching chil-
drenisatop-priority parental responsibil-
ity. Itisapriceless accomplishment when
you teach your children the lifetime habit
of reading and studying the Bible. It's
even morewonderful if thisgratifying
family tradition carries on from generation
to generation.

The apostle Paul wrote of the need for
peopleto have “thelove of thetruth, that
they might be saved” (2 Thessdonians
2:10). Parentscan help cultivatein their
children alovefor the truth of God'sWord
that, inturn, will lead to wisdom, faith,
character and eternd life.

When members of afamily read aloud
together, and especialy when they include
reading the Bible, they truly are doing
something worthwhile that will last. Their
minds are enriched and expanded asthey
explore grezt literature. Their personalities
and character are molded both by thewon-
derful wordsand theway thewords are
spoken and shared.

The children will likely become better
readers, they will enjoy reading more, and
they will become lifetime readers. Someday,
when those children have children of their
own, they will read to their children. v

Recommended Reading

Asafoundation for beginning regu-
lar Biblereading with
your family, we recom-
mend The Ten Com+
mandments and Making
LifeWork. Thesefree
booklets discuss many
vitd principlesthat
guide human behav-
ior. With thisunder-
standing, you'll be
much better equipped to understand and
explain the many lessonsrecorded for
usintheBible. Request your free copies
of these bookletsfrom any of our offices
listed on page 2 or accessthem from our
Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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