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Ssveral thousand years ago a people faced great challenges. Having
overcome enormous obstacles, members of this group of exiles were poised
to establish themselves as anew nation. It would not be easy. Neighboring
countrieswere universally hogtile to the newcomers. The people themsalves
were physicaly ill equipped to carve out ahomeland for themselves.

The nation was ancient Isragl. They had wandered the wildernessfor 40
years after gaining their freedom. Now adifferent set of trials and opportunities
awaited. The quaity of their eadership could make or break them.

When God gave the Israglites His lav—anational congtitution, asit were,
that would ensure peace and prosperity for any who embraced it—He knew
their success and survival hinged on adherence to the moral foundation He
had given them.

He adso knew that leaders play acrucia rolein the success or failure of
nations. He gave the | sraelites His law, then specific instructions the head
of government wasto follow to keep the nation on the right path.

“. .. When he has taken his place on the sest of hiskingdom,” God
ingtructed Israel concerning its head of state, “heisto makein abook acopy
of thislaw . . . Anditisto bewith him for hisreading al the days of hislife,
s0 that he may betrained in the fear of the Lord his God to keep and do all the
words of thisteaching and theselaws. so that his heart may not be lifted up
over his countrymen, and he may not be turned away from the orders, to one
side or the other: but that hislife and the lives of his children may belongin
hiskingdom . . " (Deuteronomy 17:18-20, Biblein Basic English).

Simply stated, the nation’s chief executive wasto write out, by hisown
hand, apersona copy of the law God had given. Hewasto read, study and
rule by that law aslong as he held office. Obedience to God'sinstructions,
He promised, would result in leaders who would not exalt themselves—who
would not have their hearts“lifted up” over their people. It would produce
men who would honor and respect their Maker and lead in righteousness and
truth by example.

What arefreshing concept! Imagine anation nowadays whose leaders
relied on the timeless principles and standards of the Bible rather than the
whims of specia interests, focus groups, pollsand political doganeering.
What would it be like?

Consider aso how different any nation would beif itsleaders applied the
words of onewho truly understood what it meansto be a public servant.

“You seethat the rulers of the Gentiles arelords over them, and their great
ones have authority over them,” said Jesus Christ to some who were eager
torule over others. “ Let it not be so among you: but if anyone hasadesireto
become great among you, let himbe your servant; and whoever hasadesire
to befirst among you, let him take the lowest place: even asthe Son of man
did not cometo have servants, but to be a servant, and to give hislifefor the
sdvation of men” (Matthew 20:25-28, BBE, emphasis added).

Christ said upstanding, principled |leadership has one purpose: to serve oth-
ersrather than wrongly exercising authority to gain more power and prestige.

Jesus exemplified the kind of true leadership every nation needs. He taught
people the solid foundation of God's law, which can help them avoid reaping
the painful consequences of sin. He encouraged them to surrender to God, no
longer to live only for their selfish desires. He exemplified what it meansto
dedicate one'slifeto serving others.

As peoplein many nations reflect on the imminent leadership choices fac-
ing the American republic, we do well to reflect on the biblical guidelinesfor
leadership and ask ourselves how they—and we—measure up.

—Scott Ashley
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by Howard Davis

here have dl theleaders gone?” atak-show host
recently asked hisguests. His question concerned the
racefor the office of president of the United States, a
process of choosing the most powerful leader on earth.
From the discussion that followed it became apparent that most
people are confused about what makes agood leader and what a
competent leader isand does.
In an ocean of six hillion people, humanity isawash with asur-
plus of sinners and a shortage of saints. What the world needs now
areleaderswho rise above the tide to improve human conditions.

By the people

Much of humanity acceptstheidea, forged in recent centuries,
that the best form of government isthat in which leaders are selected
by their followers. In so doing much of the world believeswe can
make progress only when we sdlect leaders with vision to overcome
conflicting self-interests and personal prejudices.

L eaders operate from avision that influences others—either
for good or bad. Thetruly great can shape events that will

As Americans prepare to choose who will
occupy the most powerful office on the
planet, now is a good time to consider

some crucial questions: What is a leader?
What makes a leader great? Why don't
we see great leaders more often?

permanently change the course of history.

When we look around where do we see the leaderswho can mea-
sure up? Where are leaderslike those whose courage and conviction
literally saved their nations, whose determination changed the
course of history? Where are the George Washingtons, Abraham
Lincolnsand Winston Churchills?

Consder the example of thefirst president of the United States,
sometimes called the father of the nation.

George Washington led what appeared to be abroken army,
defeated in New York the previous summer, to acrucid victory on
Chrisgmaseve 1776. His bold leadership had an eectrifying effect on
the new nation. Even though moralewaslow, with hisarmy dwindling
daily from desertions, Washington ferried hisremaining soldiers
acrosstheice-clogged Delaware River before dawn, attacked the
unsugpecting Hessan soldiers at Trenton, New Jersey, and demon-
drated to the world thet the Declaration of Independence Sgned the
previous July 4 wasfar morethan Smply an idedlistic dream.

A year later Washington's perseverance, loyalty to principle and
irreproachable persona example of diligent serviceto army and
country influenced his poorly clothed, freezing and half-starved sol-
diersto carry on for monthsin desperate winter conditionsat Valey
Forge, Pennsylvania.

For five years events and circumstances tested \Washington again

4 The Good News

and again. Many times he could have been killed or defested and
executed for treason againgt the king and British Empire.

When he emerged victorious, the traits that had made him agreat
military leader made him an outstanding first president. His princi-
pled leadership established the American presidency asan elected
officewithout historical precedent a atimewhen many were calling
for him to become aking.

A God-given responsibility

Washington believed the responsihility of high office must be
considered aresponsibility from God. The duties of the president,
he thought, had to be carried out with the highest honor. Like many
other practices he originated, Washington established the tradition
of taking the oath of officewith hishand on the Bible, appealing
“s0 help me God” to uphold the laws of the United States and the
public trust.

Instead of seeking to control power until his death, he stepped
aside to become the nation’sfirgt retired president. In hislast will
and testament he stipulated that his daveswereto be freed from the
bondage he had come to believe was against the will of God and the
inadienable rights among men. Like so many leaders ahead of their

Where Have All t
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years ago.

Great |eaders—good and evil—can profoundly affect the course
of history.

Adoalf Hitler, perhaps the dominant leader of the 20th century, was
the antithesis of Washington. Hitler rode awave of German despair
to manipulate hisway into national leadership. With mesmerizing
theatrics he pioneered use of the new technologica toolsof radio,
amplified sound and theatrical lighting to creste mass-mediapoalitics.

Through clever manipulation, the German peopl€'s perception
of Hitler wastransformed through the Nazi Party’s absol ute control
of news and information sources, incessant lying, orchestrated
public appearances (skillfully crafted for psychological impact),
party politics, rigged elections, backroom deal-making and other
politica chicanery.

Hitler seized the soul of anation by promising 1,000 years of
German domination of the world, unprecedented prosperity and
eimination of Germany’s enemies. What he brought was mass mur-
der and warfare on ascale never seen before in history. Hitler devas-
tated not only hisnation but much of Europe in atempting to carry
out hismad dreams.

What does a true leader do?

The contrast between Washington and Hitler can hel p us better
understand the qualities that distinguish good from bad leaders. A
good leader will focus on what isbest for the people he leads. What
will build asecure and prosperous future for them?? L eaders should be
willing to sacrifice themsdlves for acause grester than themselves—
the neads of others.

Leadership isnot anisolated human trait. Life requiresthat each
of usbecome aleader in variousways. Parents are leaders. Hus-
bands are leaders. Mothers and wives are leaders. Teachersarelead-
ers. Employersareleaders. Lifeguards, police, pastors, coaches,
committee chairmen, scoutmasters, legidators, supervisors, man-
agers, presidents, vice presidents and officers of dl kinds are leaders.

In our relationshipsin the working world, each of usleadsand
follows. It isnorma both to lead and beled.

Good leaders are followed for important reasons. They provide
peoplewith avision. They articulate that vision and show how
others may reach it. Theleader isthe symbol and embodiment
of worthy shared goals and how to achieve them. Leaders help

“Leadership matters especially when great
changes are bearing down upon humankind and
people look for guidance; when old structures and
assumptions are crumbling and newer social,
economic and political trends are emerging.”

Paul Kennedy, author and university professor

agroup find solutions, solve problems, move forward.

Good leadersare not dictators. They do not derivetheir power
from commanding people to obey their will or use coercive methods
to manipul ate others. Good |eaders gain respect because of their
character, commitment and concern for others. They are respected
because they value and uphold the truth. They are committed to
making life work for those they lead.

Good |eadersinspire othersto achieve their potential. People
everywherewant to havefath in their leaders and to look to them
for strengtth, direction and support in time of need. People don't want
their eadersto lieto them, manipulate them or be unprincipled.

Leadership isn‘t always popular

Sometimes, however, peoplewon't tolerate the kind of leaders
they truly need.

People can become so corrupt they don’t want thetruth. The
Bibletalks about thosetimes. A blinded and deceived peoplekilled
Jesus Chrigt. We areliving in aworld that is much the samein too
many ways.

Good leadershipisagonizingly difficult and lonely. It requires
acting on principlesfor the ultimate common good, based on what
isright, not what is expedient. It requires courage and conviction
and sometimes demands action opposed by entrenched forces
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How Significant Is the Race
for the White House?

many nations. Some observers consider the current contest for top
American leadership to be uninspiring and lackluster. Yet the stakes
are high when we consider the domestic and international implications.

The next president of the United States will make some momentous
decisions. The Supreme Court is a case in point. It is highly probable that
either George Bush or Al Gore will have the opportunity to choose three
or four new justices for the nine-member court as current justices take
long-awaited retirements. The constitutional status of such important
issues as abortion and religious freedoms could alter significantly depend-
ing on whether the next president appoints conservative or liberal justices.

On the international scene the next president will have to decide how
to approach China with regard to the security of Taiwan and other impor-
tant issues such as trade relations. Increasing globalism is another signifi-
cant world trend. How far will the next president want to push a reluctant
American electorate down the road of global economic integration and
more free trade?

National security is another compelling issue. Will the United States
choose to go ahead with a comprehensive missile defense, potentially
shielding America from would-be aggressors but alienating European
allies and creating deep suspicion from potential enemy nations such as
Russia and China?

Paul Kennedy sums up the state of affairs as Americans contemplate
their choice in the November elections: “. . . The currents which seem to
threaten international turbulence and batter even the well-founded
American ship of state are likely to be an unpredictable combination of
both old and new security threats . . . Currency crises are at least as likely
as a Chinese move on Taiwan or India-Pakistan hostilities.

“Until the presidential contenders show more signs of knowing how
to navigate in rough and uncharted waters, it is hard to be confident
that the wayward American flagship will lead us smoothly and safely
into safe harbours. The next few years could be stormy ones in world
affairs. And the lack of sustained and wise American leadership could
easily produce a shipwreck or two” (The Independent on Sunday,
“Danger: Giant Countries Are in Hands of Small Men,” May 14).

America’s statehood responsibilities mushroomed during the 20th
century—and there is no sign of a letup as we move toward the latter
months of the year 2000 and into the next presidency. The job of the chief
of state will not get any easier.

Of course the president does not act alone, but in concert with the Con-
gress. He also has advisers on many levels. However, when the chips are
down, and sudden, risky decisions have to be made, it is to the man in the
Oval Office to whom the United States and the world in general look for
wise and beneficent leadership.

No wonder the apostle Paul asks us to pray for rulers and all those in
authority (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Do we fulfill this important obligation?

—John Ross Schroeder

The actions of the U.S. president are important to the welfare of
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controlling greater power. Exercising good leadership
isrisky. Leaders can be ostracized and even assass-
nated for it—as happened to Jesus, Abraham Lincoln
and Martin Luther King.

Sometimes great leaders are seemingly without sub-
stantia support, like avoice crying in thewilderness.
Only later are they called onto exercise leadership.

For years before Hitler invaded Poland on Sept. 1,
1939, Winston Churchill warned that the European
nations’ policy of giving in to Hitler'sdemands would
lead to disaster. He shouted that the world needed to
stand up to Hitler before it wastoo late.

But few listened, and unimaginable horrorsfollowed.

Long before Americaentered the war againgt Ger-
many and Japan, it was Churchill’s determined | eader-
ship asthe wartime prime minister that saved Gresat
Britain and paved the way for eventua Allied victory.

Guidebook for leadership

Over the course of their lives, Washington and Lin-
coln faced challenges and setbacks. Both found inspira-
tion and aframework for successful leadershipinthe
pagesof the Bible.

It was Sir Winston Churchill who summed up Lin-
coln’sgrowing belief in God during the difficult days
of the American Civil War. Churchill had gonethrough
asmilar experiencein 1940. Hewrote: “His[Lin-
coln’s] spirit was sustained by adeepening belief in
Providence. When thetoll of the war rose steeply and
planswent wrong, he gopeded in hisinmost thoughts
to apower higher than man’s. Strength was certainly
given him” (The History of the English-Speaking Peo-
ples. Volume 4, The Great Democracies, 1958, p. 169).

History abounds with accounts of the great con-
querors of the world—Alexander the Great, Julius
Caesar, Genghis Khan, Charlemagne, Napoleon Bona:
parte. Volumes have been written about their exploits.
Yet we often overlook another chroniclethat isthe best
book on leadership ever written. The Bible chronicles
amost 1,000 years of the national leadership—both
good and bad—of arace of people. It revealsthe
character of right leadership. A centrd focus of the
book isits message that the world can be, and will be,
transformed by the right kind of |eadership.

It offersmany examples of leaderswho stood out in
their generation. Noah wasthe only “preacher of righ-
teousness’ of hisday (2 Peter 2:5). He courageously
resisted evil inaworld of corruption, built theark asa
witness to acoming judgment and served asawarning
signtotheworld for 120 years.

Joseph was an uncommonly capable young man who
overcame adversity—including being sold into davery
and being imprisoned on trumped-up charges—to
become second in command of Egypt, the superpower
of hisday.

TheBible describesthe context, trids, triumphs, faith
and failure of an astonishing array of leaders. Abraham,
Mosesand King David demonstrated standards of
righteous leadership for dl time.

Wicked leaders aso are profiled in the Bible. Ahab
Continued on page 30
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Could Jesus Christ Be Elected to the White House?

esus Christ remains one of the most respected leaders—as
well as one of the most controversial— the world has ever
known. Most people acknowledge He was good; many
believe He was a great man. If He were on earth today, a
fascinating question to ponder is whether the American peo-
ple would ever elect Him to be president of the United States.
The question isn't that far-fetched. After all, He said He was
destined to rule the Kingdom of God, bearing authority over
the earth. The Bible calls Him King of Kings and Lord of Lord:s.
So could He be a successful president?
The short—and possibly surprising answer—is no. Ameri-
cans would not tolerate Jesus of Nazareth in the White House.
We can reach no other conclusion when we examine the
electoral process and the priorities the American people use in
selecting their president and contrast that to the platform Jesus
would advocate. Americans want religious freedom (or free-
dom from religion), freedom of choice to select abortion for
unwanted pregnancies and freedom to enjoy entertainment—
including films, music, books and television drenched with
violence and sex—for its pleasurable diversions. Many Ameri-
cans demand unrestrained sexual freedom between consent-
ing adults. They want and fully expect unhindered and total
freedom of speech.

How would His platform be received?

What Christ’s platform would be, and how that would
impact the American voter, is easily discernible from His teach-
ings. After all, the Bible says Jesus is “the same, yesterday,
today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Read the Bible and you
will know His platform.

For example, Jesus advocated that the Ten Commandments
be universally taught and kept as the standard for human
behavior. “Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill . . . Whoever
does and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of
heaven” (Matthew 5:17, 19).

There go the atheist vote, agnostic vote and, oddly enough,
much of the Christian vote—at least from those who believe
the Ten Commandments are too invasive when it comes to
their personal freedoms.

After all, the First Commandment, “You shall have no other
gods before Me,” would be considered a major violation of
religious freedom. A large percentage of the electorate would
believe the commandments and law of God force a break-
down of the separation of church and state. “If you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matthew 19:17)—
Christ's position on the Ten Commandments—would be an
affront to those who believe that grace does away with the
binding nature of the Commandments.

Another factor is that Jesus was Jewish, a member of an
ethnic minority against which there is still considerable preju-
dice in America. Jesus' customs and teachings would appear
far too Jewish for most voters, including most Christian voters.
For example, He kept the Passover (and told His followers to
follow His example) and never observed Christmas, Easter or
any other nonbiblical practices condemned by the law of God,
which He upheld.

Jesus also kept the biblical Sabbath (from Friday evening

until Saturday evening) by abstaining from physical work dur-
ing that period. He even said, “I am Lord of the Sabbath”
(Mark 2:27). His faithful Sabbath observance would offend
many of those who choose to observe Sunday instead.

Jesus claimed to be the Son of God, so He would offend the
vast majority of Jewish voters who would consider this claim
blasphemous. Many others would say he was mentally ill, ego-
maniacal and too emotionally or psychologically unstable to
trust with governing the nation.

What kind of leader would He be?

Ironically, Jesus' teachings and practices are the same fac-
tors that would make Him a perfect leader. His perfect
integrity, compassion, miraculous powers of healing, love for
all and willingness to die for the sins of mankind—including
people of every race, religion and economic status—set
Him apart.

Jesus is the ultimate model of leadership, uncompromising
but compassionate. With perfect ethics, Jesus taught equality
of opportunity, fairness and concern for the well-being of all,
demonstrating virtue and truthfulness in every action. He
taught the value of the family, said marriage was inviolable
and directed that we should honor and care for our elderly
and the disadvantaged.

Jesus—though perfect in His leadership—would never be
elected to the White House.

Christ, you see, would never run for the office. He would
never attack others for self-promotion. He would not com-
promise the truth or His ethics and values. He would not curry
the favor of special interests in exchange for campaign dona-
tions. We must remember that He said He is not interested in
exercising worldly political power in this age: “My kingdom is
not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My ser-
vants would fight, . . . but now My kingdom is not from here”
(John 18:36).

Destined for a higher office

We should have no regrets that Jesus of Nazareth will never
be elected president of the United States or any other nation
of this world.

He has, after all, already been selected for an infinitely
higher office.

He serves in heaven as the High Priest for truly converted
Christians. He promises to return as earth’s ruler, under His
Father, who will take the reins of all authority when mankind
needs God's intervention to save us from the corruption and
collapse of human leadership.

As Jesus told the Roman governor Pontius Pilate: “You say
rightly that | am a King. For this cause | was born, and for this
cause | have come into the world, that | should bear witness
to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice”
(John 18:37).

The message of the Bible is that we cannot rightly rule our-
selves. We need a perfect ruler who has demonstrated ulti-
mate love and concern for others. Jesus Christ has perfectly
qualified. He is alive. He will be that ruler. He said that all who
are of the truth will hear what He says.

Are you listening? Does He get your support?
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A Kinder,

Gentler Hell?

As opinions about hell have changed over the years, so have the
teachings of many churches. But what does the Bible say?

yncretism—the combination of dif-
fering beliefsand practices—has
long been ahalmark of mainstream
Chrigtianity. Centuries ago church
leaders sat aside biblicaly assigned days of
worship in favor of Sunday, Chrismasand
Easter. Smilarly, popular traditionlong ago
replaced the hiblical teaching about hell.

Beliefsabout hell are changing again. A
recent poll revealed adramatic shift in opin-
ion among Americans regarding concepts of
hell. Trueto higtorical form, mgjor religious
organizationsare adjusting their teachings
accordingly. Thelatest beliefs and teachings
concerning the fate of sinners could be called
a“kinder, gentler” hell.

Accordingto U.S News & World Report,
in 1997 the majority belief among U.S. citi-
zenswastha “hell isared place where peo-
ple suffer eternd fiery torments” Now 53
percent believe* hell isan anguished sate
of existence eterndly separated from God’
(“Hell Hath No Fury,” Jeffrey Sheler, Jan. 31,
2000, p. 47).

Thisshiftinthinking can be attributed
to severd factors. “Lampooned by modern
intellectudsand increasingly siddlined
by preachers preferring to dwell on more
uplifting themes, the threet of post-mortem
punishment of theimpenitent in an eternd
lakeof firedl but disgppeared from thereli-
giousmaingtream by the 1960s. Theologica
discourse on the subject at the nation’sdivin-
ity schoolsamost evgporated. And while
polls showed that the majority of Americans
professed to believein hell’s existence, dmost
no onethought hewould go there” (ibid.).

o L

by David Treybig

Thereasoning behind the shift often paints
punishment asachildish fear tacticthat isno
longer vaid or neaded by mature adults. Oth-
ersreason that agood God couldn’t possibly
punish peopleforever, asthat would be againgt
Hisvery nature. “* Once we discovered we
could creste hell on Earth, says John Dominic
Crossan, professor emeritusat DePaul Univer-
sty in Chicago, ‘it becamesily to talk about
itinaliterd sensg” (ibid., p. 50).

Authenticating this modern interpretation
for Roman Cathalics, Pope John Paul |1 stated
last summer thet, “rather than aplace, hell
indicatesthe state of thosewho freely and
definitely separate themsalvesfrom God.” In
30 doing he described hell as something figu-
raively portrayed inthe Bibleasa“ pool of
firg’ or a“second death” (ibid., p. 45).

Cathalic funeral masses have changed
to reflect this view. White priestly garments
have replaced black ones, and prayers such
asDieslrae (Day of Wrath), which describe
thetorture of the wicked, have been set
asidein favor of ones dealing with hope
and the resurrection.

In concert with thissocidly driven change,
“the doctrine commission of the Church of
England recently recommended ahell of
‘final and irrevocable choosing of that which
isopposed to God' instead of medievd fire
and torment. And the newest Presbyterian
catechism hardly mentionsthe subject & al
... Evenamong evangdlicas, hell asasubject
from the pulpit isless ubiguitous than before’
(USAToday, “ Churches Give Hell aMake-
over,” Gerdd Zdlizer, Feb. 21, 2000, p. 15A).

The modern religious consumer
In an effort to explain recent changesin

 teachingsaboutt hell, Gerald Zelizer, rabbi of

2 Conservative congregation serving.

Jewish residents of Metuchen and Edison,
New Jersey, offersthree reasons he believes
hell isbeing refashioned. First isthereli-
gious consumer’sview that he needs positive
things, including love, hope, peace and mar-
riage enrichment, more than being saved
from hell. Second isthe American psyche,
which thinks people are entitled to be happy
and successful. Third isambiguity within
Chridtianity over what Matthew meant when
he said that evildoerswould be* cast into
afurnace of fire”

In an age of consumer-driven markets,
churchesare not only striving to meet the
individua where he sandsemotionaly and
intellectualy but are adjugting doctrinesto
atract and retain people. Likeatechnician
who can't res st the urge to twesk the knobs
of andready perfectly operating system,
theologians and parishionersregularly adjust
doctrind positionstofit their changing per-
spectives. Jesus Chrigt’sfirst-century condem-
nation of subgtituting “the commandments of
men” for theteachings of God (Matthew
15:9; Mark 7:7) has gone unheeded.

Yet, srangely, sometheologians paint their
revisonsas honorable, carefully thought-out
methods of taking the gospel to contemporary
culture. Thomas Reese, editor of the Jesit
journal America, reasonsthat today’s gentler
hell, based on relationships and psychologicd
experiences such aslondiness, wouldn't have
made senseto earlier generations.

U.S News & \World Report’s religion
writer Jeffrey Sheler notes that this most
recent changein the view of hell issmilar
to other changesin Christian teaching. But
not everyone agreeswith suhE:h humanly
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devised changes of hiblical teachings.

The history of change

Evangdlica Protestants and consarvaive
Catholics (who comprise much of the 34 per-
cent of Americanswho hold to thetraditiona
view that hell isaliterd place of eternd pun-
ishment) do not accept the kinder, gentler hell.

Yet, ironicaly, many of thoseresstant to
therecent change are unaware that their tradi-
tiona beliefsare nothing morethan revisons
of thetruebiblical teaching. The mgjor differ-
enceliesinthefact that their revisonswere
made many centuries ago.

Surprising asit may sound, theideaof
hell asalitera place where evildoersare pun-
ished for eternity did not arise until centuries
after Jesus life on earth and subsequent cru-
cifixion. AsRabbi Zelizer explained: “Inthe
Hebrew Bible, thereisno mention of hell
at dl, but only adeep ravine of rocky earth
outsdethe Old City of Jerusalem, where
the Isradlites burned garbage and emptied
sawage, and Sheol, anon-descript under-
world into which both the good and the bad
descended after degth”

Sowheredidtheideaof hell asaplace of
eterna punishment come from?

InMark 9:43-48 Jesus gpoke of hell asa
placewhere*“thefireisnot quenched” Did He
mean evildoerswould be punished forever?
Or did He mean no onewould quench thefire,
thet it would not go out until the wicked were
consumed? Thisquestion hasleft many con-
fused, ashave disagreementsamong third-
and fourth-century theologians over whether
the punishment would be sensory or only
symbalic of separation from God.

Origen, another early church theologian,
offered thistheory: Hell isremedia in nature,
aplace where sinners could be rehabilitated.
The Council of Congtantinoplein 543
rejected Origen’sview. From that timefor-
ward, people were divided between two per-
spectives, themgjority believing in anever-
ending punishment of thewicked (who
would necessarily beimmortd), the minority
believing in aone-time annihilation of the
wicked (who by definition would be mortals,
capable of dying and being destroyed).

Little changed until the 14th century when
Dante presented afictional descri ptlon of hell
in hlswork the D|V|ne &

Comedy. Using vivid imagery of the horrors
associated with amultileveled subterranean
chamber, Dante gal vanized popular opinion
about sensory punishment.

However, the doctrind evolution did not
endthere.

“Two hundred years | ater, leaders of the
Protestant Reformation rejected the terrifying
depictionsof hell inart and literature)” wrote
Jeffrey Sheler. “While Martin Luther and
John Calvin regarded hell asaredl place, they
believed itsfiery tormentswerefigurative.
Hell'sworst agonies, they said, weretheter-
ror and utter despair of spending eternity cut
off from God”

Given the options, what should one
believe?|sthereno definitive, biblicaly
based answer?

Yes, thereis. An often-overlooked passage
shedsalbilliant light on the entire debate.

The Bible’s explanation

Although many have noted Chrigt’srefer-
encesto punishment for evildoersin Mark
9:43-48 and Revelaion 20:15, few have
made the connection between this subject
and Maachi 4. Written 400 years before the
birth of Christ, Maachi’sbook hasbeen
assumed by many to be smply ahistorical
record of thetime. Yet itslast two chapters
(3and 4) focuson Jesus' second coming.

Malachi 4:1-3 explainswhat will happen
to thewicked: “* For behold, the day iscom-
ing, burning like an oven, and dl the proud,
yes, dl who do wickedly will be stubble. And
the day whichiscoming shal burnthem up,
saysthe Lorp of hods, ‘that will leave them
neither root nor branch. But to you who fear
My namethe Sun of Righteousnessshall
arisewith heding in Hiswings, and you shll
go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves. You
shall tramplethewicked, for they shdl be
ashesunder the soles of your feet onthe day
thet | dothis, saysthe Lorp of hogts”

Astheir punishment, says Maachi, evil-
doerswill beburned up. Thisisnot acase of
divinely administered eternd torture but of
amercifully quick capita punishment—the
annihilation and eternal elimination of the
wicked. Thewicked will not burn forever.
Indeed, they will bereduced to ashes.

Thisisthe" everlasting punishment”—a
degth after which thereisno hopeof a
resurrection—Jesus speaks of in

Matthew 25:46. This punish-
ment iseternd inthe sense

thet it has eternal consequences: No onewill
return to life once punished in this manner.
The punishing isingtantaneous, but its effect
iseterndl.

Theideathat one can work hisway out of
this punishment is also amistaken concept.

Understanding annihilationism

The understanding that the wicked will be
destroyed is caled annihilationism.

Addressing this concept, Sheler reports:
“A smadll but growing number of conservative
theologians are promoting athird position:
thet the end of the wicked is destruction, not
eternd suffering. Evangelical scholarssuch
as Clark H. Pinnock, theology professor at
McMaster Divinity Collegein Hamilton,
Ontario; John R.W. Stott, founder of the Lon-
don Indtitute for Contemporary Chritianity;
and Philip E. Hughes, anoted Anglican cler-
gyman and author, contend that those who
ultimately reject God will Smply be put out
of exigenceinthe ' consuming fire' of hell,”
Sheler wrote.

Thesetheologians correctly point out, as
Sheler writes, that “thetraditiond belief in
unending torment is based more on pagan
philosophy than on acorrect understanding
of Scripture. They basetheir belief on New
Testament passagesthat warn of *eterna
degtruction’ (2 Thessalonians 1.9) and ‘the
second death’ (Revelation 20:14) for those
who reject God, and on the Hebrew prophet
Ezekid’sadmonition thet *the soul thet Sins
shdl die (Ezekid 18:4).

“They dso raise ethica arguments.

“How can Chrigtians possibly project adeity
of such cruelty and vindictiveness asto
inflict ‘ everlasting torture upon his crea
tures, however sinful they may have been?
asks Pinnock in the Criswell Theological
Review. A God who would do such athing,
Pinnock argues, is* more nearly like Satan
than like God.'”

Thereismuch moreto the story. For athor-
ough explanation of what happensto people
when they die, request our eye-opening book-
letsHeaven and Hell: What Doesthe Bible
Really Teach? and \What Happens After
Death? Both arefree fromany of our offices
listed on page 2, or download them from our
Web Ste at www.gnmegazine.org. G




1 (mczent'lsmelltes to leave their homes every year to observe a festival
s feast, and ufhdﬁ does . it meqp for you?

any people have atended
church servicesal ther lives
and never heard of the Feast of
Tabernacles. Thefetiva issal-
dom mentioned in churches, dthoughitis
mentioned prominently in the Bible. Jesus
Chrigt observed thisfestival, asdid His apos-
tleslong after His death and resurrection.

What isthe meaning of thisfeast, and
why don’t we hear more about it?

Of those who have heard of it, most think
of it asJewish, if they think of it at all. The
notion that the Feast of Tabernacleswas
only for Old Testament Jewsisnot only
wrong, it is dead wrong.

Answers to big questions

Youand | livein aworld largely devoid of
the knowledge of God's plans for mankind.
Most don't know why human life exists.
We don't understand whét lies ahead for us.

Although the answersto these questions
have long been available, most people
haven't known where to look for them, or
they’ve ignored the source where they could
find the answers. God'sfestivals, including
the Feast of Tabernacles, can help answer
such timeless questions.

God st inplace His carefully designed
gystem of feastsin Old Testament times. He
commanded the |sradlitesto keep Hisdays
even though they didn’t grasp their deep spiri-
tual symbolismand sgnificance a thetime.
Among the many reasonsto observethemis
their depiction of God's plan to save mankind.

On the surface this might sound odd. But
God has areason and design behind every-
thing He does. The feast days He spelled out
for ancient Israel represent aspects of His
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master plan for mankind's redemption.
They reveal not only our potential but how
we can attain it.

The Feast of Tabernacles depictshow a
major piece of the puzzle—how man will
finally find peace—will fal into place.

God’s promise of peace

At thetime of Jesus' birth God sent an
angel to announceit to shepherds. Whilethe
angel was conveying the divine message,
God revedled aheavenly host praising God:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14).
Thisverseis often spoken or sung during the
Christmas season, but it wasn't intended for
that man-made holiday. Intruth, God's peace
on earthwill be realized only with the ulti-
mate fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles.

Jesus' birth set in motion a series of
eventsthat eventually will lead to true
peace on earth. That peace didn’t comein
Christ'slifetime. AsHetold the Roman
governor Pontius Pilate: “My kingdomis
not of thisworld . . . You say rightly that
| am aking. For this cause | was born,
and for this cause | have comeinto the
world. . " (John 18:36-37).

He knew He would come again—the
second time to transform the world and
establish the kingdom over which He will
reign (Isaiah 11:1-5; Zechariah 14:9; Reve-
lation 20:4). Only then will mankind enjoy
God'shlessing of peace.

To understand how that peace will come,
wefirst need to understand why the world
suffersfrom so much anger and violence.

From the beginning God instructed Adam
and Evein Hisway of truth and peace. But

an interloper appeared on the scene—Satan
the devil, the god of thisworld (2 Corinthi-
ans4:4). He decelved Eve, whoin turn con-
vinced her hushand that he and she should
disregard God'’sinstructions not to take of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
(Genesis2:15-17).

Thisevent changed the course of human
history. From this point on every human
being hasrelied on his own judgment rather
than God'singtructions. This Situation
strikes at the heart of man'slack of godly
peace, his continual conflict and wars.

What is behind humanity’s endless
wars? In aword, Satan, the god of this
world, isthe unseen but powerful ingtigator
behind war.

Heisdsotheorigind sinner and rebel
againgt God. The prophetslsaiah and
Ezekiel makeit clear that Satan, oncea
powerful angel a God'sthrone, wasthefirst
to rebel against his Creator and Maker (Isa-
iah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:13-17). This pow-
erful spirit being was so industrious and
effectivein his deception that athird of the
angelsbought into his perverted notions and
became demons (Revelation 12:3-4, 9).

L ater, when God crested Adam, Satan
was lurking about, hoping to ingtill hisevil
notions of pride and arrogance into Adam
and Eve (Genesis 3:1-5). He succeeded.
They accepted his subtle and persuasive
arguments, and the results were disastrous.
They disobeyed their Creator, who then
expelled them from Eden. Later Cain, their
firstborn son, murdered his brother Abel
(Genesis4:1-12).

These events show the deceptive and
deadly fruits of Satan’sframe of mind.

Corbis Digital Stock
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Christ identified Satan as“amurderer from
the beginning” and “aliar and the father of
it” (John 8:44).

Satanisthe author of war and indeed dll
anger and hodtility. In hisarrogance he
atempted to overthrow hisMaker:|saish
records his misguided thinking: “. Yol have
sadinyour heart: ‘| will ascend mtohea/en,
[ will exat my throne above the stars of God;
| will dso it on the mount of the congrege:
tion on thefarthest Sdes of the north; | will
ascend above the heights of the clouds, | will
beliketheMost High'” (Isaiah 14:13-14).
But God defeated him and consigned him
to earth, where hereigns as*theruler of
thisworld” (John 16:11). Hewill remainin
control until Christ incarcerateshim at His
second coming (Revelation 20:1-3).

With this source of bitterness, hogtility
and deception removed from influencing
humanity, the world will at last begin to
experience peace, contentment and joy.

The meanings of God's feasts

Thisiswhere the meaning of the Feast
of Tabernacles comesto light.

It'simportant to briefly preview al of
God'sfeaststo better understand the signifi-
cance of the Feast of Tabernacles. God's
seven festivalsarelaid out in Leviticus 23:
the Passover, the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, the Feast of Weeks or Firstfruits
(Pentecost), the Feast of Trumpets, the Day
of Atonement, the Feast of Tabernaclesand
the Last Great Day of the feast. Thesefeasts
show how God works to bring about the
sdvation of mankind.

The Passover represents Jesus' sacrifice
for mankind (John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 5:7).
The seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread
represents the unleavened life of Christ
and showsthe need for His disciplesto “be
holy, for [Heig] holy,” by ceasingtosin (1
Corinthians 5:7-8; 1 Peter 1:16). Pentecost
shows the need for usto receive God's Spirit
to empower usto becomelike God the
Father and His Son, Jesus (Acts 2:1-4;
Romans 8:9-19).

The Feast of Trumpets depicts Chrigt’s

return to earth “at the last trumpet;” a which
time God will resurrect Hisfaithful follow-
ersto immortaity in the Kingdom of God
(1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessal ornens
4:15-17; Revelation 11:15). The sym
of the Day of Atonement represents Safan ¢

being shackled for 1,000 years, dlowing I

mankind to at last be reconciled—at one—
with God (Revelation 20:1-3).

We then cometo the symbolism of the
Feast of Tabernacles. Next in God's plan
is 1,000 years of unprecedented peace and
unparalleled prosperity (Revelation 20:4-6;
Zechariah 14:3-4, 8-9).

Findly, the Last Great Day sgnifiesthe
second resurrection, when al who have lived
and died without ever knowing God and His
plan will have their opportunity to be saved.
God will resurrect them fromtheir graves
and give them temporary physicd lifeaong
with revelatory knowledge of God, His
truthsand their part in His master plan
(Revelation 20:11-12; Ezekiel 37:1-14).

These feasts—God's feasts (L eviticus
23:2, 4)—represent the stepsin His plan
for salvation.

The feast of peace

If onething issadly lacking in the world,
it ispeace. In severa thousand years of his-
tory our planet has experienced only afew
isolated years of peace between warsraging
somewhere on the globe.

The Feast of Tabernacles, however, shows
how history will change. It symbolizes 1,000
yearsof uninterrupted peace and prosperity
when peoplewill learn cooperation rather
than confrontation.

God hasin store for mankind amillen-
nium of unbroken, unbridled and unpolluted
peace. Speaking through the prophet Isaiah,
Hesaysof thistime: “ They shdl not hurt nor
destroy indl My holy mountain, for the earth
shdl befull of the knowledge of the Lorp as
thewaters cover thesed’” (Isaiah 11.9).

Jeremiah a so helps us understand how
mankind will at last find peace. People will
at last learn God'sways. “No more shall
every man teach his neighbor, and every

for they al shall know Me, from thelies
themtoitt atest of them, say,
For

ru
ng o understmdmg of Hlsfeest days,
including the Feast of Tabernacles. “Andlit
shdl cometo passthat everyonewhois|eft
of dl the nationswhich came againgt Jeru-
sdem shdl go up from year to year to wor-
ship theKing, the Lorp of hogts[Jesusthe
Messiah], and to keep the Feast of Taberna-
ces’ (Zechariah 14:16, emphass added).

For thefirst timein history, peace will
break out over the earth. There will be
no more locked doors or windows, no
more muggings, no more crimes, no more
murders, no more wars.

The prophet Micah tells usthat “out of
Zionthelaw shall goforth, and theword
of the Lorp from Jerusdem. He shall judge
between many peoples, and rebuke strong
nations afar off; they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spearsinto prun-
ing hooks; nation shal not lift up sword
againg nation, neither shall they learn war
any more. But everyone shall sit under his
vineand under hisfig tree, and no one shall
make them afraid; for the mouth of the
Lorp of hosts has spoken” (Micah 4:2-4).
Thisistheworld Almighty God hasin store
for mankind—including you.

You can have aforetaste of the coming
time of peace. The members of the United
Church of God, publisher of The Good
News, will gather in dozens of locations
around theworld in October in obedienceto
God's command to keep the Feast of Taber-
nacles. Therethey will observethis Feadt,
worshiping God and hearing more about
the meaning of His plan explained from the
Scriptures. Visitors are aways welcome.

If you'd like to learn more about God's
feast days, request your free copy of God's
Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for
All Mankind. To learn more about the com-
ing Feast of Tabernacles, visit our Web Site,
www.ucg.org/feast.html. v
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Watch Jerusalem

The pressure is on in the Middle East.
President Bill Clinton is pushing
for a peace agreement be-
tween Palestinians and. Is-
raelis before he leaves
office in-January.

Palestinian leader Ya-

sir Arafat is under pres-
sure from his followers

to declare an inde-
pendent: - Palestinian
state with its capital in

Jerusalem.

Israel’s prime minister,
under  pressure: from his
own party to enter a peace
agreement, 'is under intense
pressure from others in the Knesset,

Israel’s parliament, not to yield one inch to
the hostile nations around them.

Meanwhile, the pope has called for Jerusalem to be an
"“international city” with free and open access for all.

Jerusalem has become the focus of the debate. Negotia-
tions between [srael and the Palestinians have stalled mainly
over this issue. Other territorial disputes can probably be set-
tled given time, but the conflict over Jerusalem is seemingly
insoluble. Israelis and Palestinians both lay claim to the same
small area, the Old City of Jerusalem. The Temple Mount, of
biblical importance to devout Jews, is also the site of two of
the Islamic world’s most important mosques, the Dome of the
Rock, from which the prophet Muhammad is said. to -have
ascended to heaven upon his horse, and the El-Agsa.

Christians also want unhindered access to their holy places
in Jerusalem’s Old City. Frequently cut off from them over the
last 2,000 years, they do not want to return to a situation
where they are denied access.

Calls forthe internationalization of the city are likely to grow
because it appears to be the only possible acceptable compro-
mise. In theory, adherents of all three religions (Judaism, Chris-
tianity and Islam) would have equal access to all their respective

Calls for the internationalization of Jerusalem

are likely to grow because it appears to be
the only possible acceptable compromise.

holy sites. Under such a solution Jerusalem would probably be
administered by international peacekeepers.

Prospects for a peace agreement may be more likely in-the
near future because of an intriguing combination of factors and
personalities. Israel’s left-leaning prime minister, Ehud Barak,
wants to continue the peace: process started:by:assassinated
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. Barak'’s opposite number, Yasir
Arafat, suffers fromillhealth and seems anxious to deliver on his

verview

Unig asy

promises before he dies. President Clinton is anxious to be
remembered for solving the insoluble Mideast problem.

We may be headed forthe time when two biblical prophe-
cies could soon be fulfilled. Jesus Christ warned His disciples:
“. .. When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then
know that its desolation is near . ... For these are the days of
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled”
(Luke 21:20-22).

The apostle Paul added these words about the situation
before Christ's return: “For when they say, “Peace:and
safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor
pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape”
(1 Thessalonians 5:3).

From these verses we can see that, when a peace agree-
ment is reached, then will be the time to be most concerned
about where events are taking us.

Watch Jerusalem. It's going to be a central focus for world
leaders in the time ahead.

Britain’s military preparedness under review

“Weapons Out of Date by the Time They Arrive.” “British
Army Apaches Grounded After Faults.” “New Attack Heli-
copter Cannot Fly.” “Soldier’s Rifle Failed in Battle.” “£80
Million to Build Army’s Useless Rifles.”

These newspaper headlines underscore British troubles
since June of this year. British weaponry may be in its sorriest
state'since the 1930s, and at a high cost to the taxpayer.

Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) wrote affectionately of the
British-built Martini-Henry rifle, which played an important
role in helping.establish British imperialism and the winning
of international respect. But now some 200,000 infantry rifles
will have to be rebuilt at a factory in Germany.

The declining state of British armory reminds one of the
words of Ezekiel 7:14: “They:-have blown the trumpet and
made everyone ready, but no one goes to battle; for [God's]
wrath is on all their multitude.” (Sources: Daily Mail, Daily
Telegraph, The Times, Sunday Telegraph [all London].)

A new chapter in Sino-Russian relations

Russian-Chinese relations have blown hot and cold since
the end of World ‘War Il. At one point during the Nixon
administration things got so bad between the two giants
that, according to some sources, one even contemplated a
preemptive nuclear strike against the other. No more.

Russian president VIadimir Putin’s recent visit to China “set
a new course for Sino-Russian relations after 50 years of sharp
twists and-turns” (The Guardian). There is broad agreement
on many importantissues, including a united front against the
United States’ proposed new missile-defense shield.

In fact, a renewed military alliance is being forged as con-
firmed by the newsthat Russia is readying cruise-missile ships
for delivery to China. “The SS-N-22 is the most dangerous
anti-ship'missile in the Russian; and now the Chinese fleet,”
said Rep. Dana Rohrabacher, a California Republican (The
Washington Times). He continued with the assessment
that “our Navy admittedly has scant ability to defend against
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this 200-kiloton nuclear-capable weapon.”

American officials are concerned about Russian arms deliv-
eries as a part of China’s military-modernization program.
Russian technicians have been detected by American intelli-
gence agencies assisting Chinese efforts to build land-attack
cruise missiles similar to the U.S.S. Tomahawk.

Watch Russia and China, not only as individual nations, but

“The SS-N-22 is the most dangerous
anti-ship missile in the Russian, and
now the Chinese fleet.”

together as a potentially powerful alliance. (Sources: The
Guardian, The Times [London], The Washington Times.)

Threat to Australian security

Australians are nervous about defending their north shore
for the first time since the Vietnam War .and the days of
Indonesian leader Sukarno (1901-1970). Sukarno.is reputed to
have vowed to kill every Australian: But lately intensive sec-
tarian and ethnic conflicts are affecting many of the small
Pacificislands around Australia’s northeastern border.

Recently the decision was finally made to build a new
1,200-mile  railway in ‘the Australian outback from Alice
Springs to the northern port of Darwin, which is closer to
Singapore and Djakarta than to Sydney and Melbourne. The
emphasis has been on the economic advantages, but one
wonders whether military considerations such as' much eas-
ier troop and weaponry movements might be a serious
background consideration.

Though many of the nation’s soldiers are engaged in
peacekeeping operations in places like East Timor and Papua
New Guinea, troop numbers are likely to fall below 50,000—
the lowest in modern history. This is a small force indeed for a
nation nearly as large geographically as the United States.
Also, Australia’s defensive equipment has been allowed to
seriously run down during the past 10 years. Defense spend-
ing is at.its lowest level since 1938. (Sources: The International
Herald Tribune, Sunday Telegraph [London].)

A global inferno?

Blazing forests are a serious threat to timber resources, the
earth’s ecology and endangered species including orang-
utans. The United States suffered one of its worst wildfire sea-
sons this summer. The year 2000 could be a near-record year
for serious forest fires worldwide.

Greece lost more than 180,000 acres of forest to fires dur-
ing only a few weeks. Indonesia and Sumatra are two hot
spots among several others around the world. Fears are that
further droughts will produce what has been called “a global
bonfire" perhaps within 18 months.

World leaders are being urged to set aside more money for
fire prevention rather than just fighting the flames. (Source:
The Daily Express.)

the World

Britain sees steep decline
in Sunday-school attendance

For more than 200 years Sunday school has been an impor-
tant part of the early life of British children. A century ago
more than half of the nation’s young people attended Sunday
school. But, as The Independent on Sunday observed, “the tra-
ditional Sunday school is in a state of terminal decline, and the
Anglican Church is pleading with other Christian denomina-
tions to join a last-ditch mission to save it.” Some predict that
in a few years worship will be all but dead if the march of
children away from church congregations is not halted.

One reason for the decline is that few people below 40
take their children to church. Many adults do not attend
themselves.

The above-referenced article states that “modern children
prefer to spend Sabbath morning at football practice rather
than with a teacher and a Bible.” Note the use of the word
Sabbath when the writer really means Sunday. This is com-
mon in Europe. The biblical Sabbath is on the seventh day of
the week, Saturday, not the first.

If you would like to.learn more about proper Sabbath
observance, please request our free booklet Sunset to Sun-
set: God’s Sabbath Rest. \While you're at it, you may wish to
send for The Church Jesus Built. These two booklets identify
the root of the Sabbath problem. (Source: The Independent
on Sunday.)

Record number of Americans on probation
or parole

Four.and one-half million Americans were on probation or
parole in 1999, with 1.86 million more behind bars, according
to the U.S. Justice Department. The 6.3 million under some
form of correctional supervision set another all-time high in a
decade of steadily climbing numbers.

In 1980 slightly more than 1 percent of the American adult

The 6.3 million Americans under correc-
tional supervision set another all-time high
in a decade of steadily climbing numbers.

population was under correctional supervision. The figure
has since tripled to more than 3 percent, or one of every 32
American adults.

Although violent crime decreased during the 1990s, assault
arrests increased by 28 percent, and drug-related arrests rose
34 percent. Arrests for embezzlement, forgery and fraud
grew by 37 percent.

The largest increase came in the number of people placed
on probation. Those convicted of drug-related offenses and
such crimes as embezzlement, forgery and fraud are often
given probation rather than incarcerated, meaning that the
flow of inmates into prisons has largely stabilized.

—John Ross Schroeder and Melvin Rhodes




Behind

t was one of those small incidents
| will dwaysremember, aflegting
moment that | eft alasting impression.
Thedate: July 29, 1981. Many of
you will remember it too. That was
the day Prince Charlesmarried Lady Diana
Spencer. So much hopefor the futurewasin
theair that day. No one could have foreseen
thetragic events—marital problemsand the
princess's death—that were to follow.
My lasting impression of the day had lit-
tle or nothing to do with the wedding itself.
My wifeand | werein England attend-
ing achurch conference. The day of the
wedding was the day before we were
dueto return to our church pastorates
inAfrica. | had just purchased avideo
recorder so | could record the roya wed-
ding to show to church membersin West

The queen mother has always
been noted for her courtesy and

expressions of appreciation for
others, for her incredible ability

to make everyone around her feel

he was the center of attention.

Africa, none of whom had television.

That lasting memory wasto come after
thewedding itsdlf, when the members of the
British roya family returned to Buckingham
Pdaceintheir fairy-tae, horse-drawn car-
riages. Asthe queen mother stepped down
from her carriage, helped by thetraditiona
footman, shethanked him for hishelp. She
then walked to the front of the carriage and
noticeably thanked the driversfor their work.

Herewas, in terms of protocol, one of the
most important and respected personsinthe
land pausing to thank peoplewho, in previ-
ous ages, would have been dismissed as
mere servants.
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A Lesson in Leadership
From a Much-Loved Lady

We can learn a lesson in leadership from a highly respected lady—Britain’s queen mother.

by Melvin Rhodes

Thetelevision commentator commented
that the queen mother had aways been
noted for her courtesy and expressions of
appreciation for others, for her incredible
ability to make everyone around her feel he
was the center of attention.

A classic lesson about leadership

Aningtructive account of Jesus Christ and
Hisdisciplesisrecorded for usin Matthew
20. It shows us the discipleswere not
immune to the ambitionsthat plague many
leaderstoday.

The queen mother was honored by thousands who turned out July 19 for her
centennial-birthday tribute at London's Horse Guards Parade. During the festivities
she was presented with this giant birthday card. She turned 100 years old Aug. 4.

Perhaps the most highly regarded person
in theland, the mother of Queen Elizabeth
I (both she and her daughter are named
Elizabeth) turned 100 Aug. 4.

Her forma title throughout the Common-
wedlth is Her Mgesty Queen Elizabeth, the
Queen Mother. Millions of peoplerefer to
her affectionately asthe queen mum.

What has made her so popular? The
answer isquitesimple: her attitude of
service—not always exemplified in Britain's
long history of kingsand queens.

The mother of James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, made arequest of Jesus. She
asked that her two sons be given the top two
placesin HisKingdom (verses 20-21).

Try for amoment to imagine the
reaction of the other disciples. What arro-
gance! What gall! What an outrageous
request! (Perhaps some of the others had
had the same thoughts or wished they had
asked first.)

In verse 24 welearn that “when the ten
heard it, they were greatly displeased with
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the two brothers” From their reaction it is
clear they perceived that the two brothers
themselves had initiated their request, using
their mother for their own selfish ends.
Jesus was faced with discord among the
disciplesand quickly dealt withiit.
Hiswords of response convey alesson
| have often reflected upon. My wife and
| havelived in various countries and have
observed several approachesto government.
We have lived under the American and
British forms of democracy aswell asdicta
torshipsin underdeveloped nations. These
words of Jesus are as applicableto our
world asthey were 2,000 years ago.
In verse 25 He said, “ You know that
the rulers of the Gentileslord it over them,
and those who are great exercise authority
over them”

Here Jesus reminded Hisfollowers of the
order of government they were al too famil-
iar with, the Roman system of despotic and
tyrannical emperorswho abused their
authority, often badly treating the people.
Sadly, thiswasthe only government the dis-
ciples had known, so it was not surprising
they knew little about how to govern and
coveted theloftiest positions.

Jesus continued in verse 26: “ Yet it shall
not be so among you; but whoever desires
to become great among you, let himbe
your servant” (emphasis added).

Here Jesus taught anew concept in
rulership—serving. Whoever desired
positions of power and authority, He said,
should first learn to serve others. Leader-
ship positions, according to this Jewish
Teacher, are opportunities to serve others.

Ironicaly, many |eaders begin this way—
whether they are roya personages, elected
officials or military men who have over-
thrown a corrupt government. They may
have the best intentionsin the world, but fre-
quently their desire to serve soon changes
into aself-serving wielding of power.

King Solomon, who reigned as king
of Israel for 40 years, observed in Ecclesi-
astes 10:16: “Woeto you, O land, when
your king isasave and your princes feast
inthe morning!”

Solomon noticed that when people
unused to rulership suddenly become pow-
erful the power went to their heads—and
their ssomachs. After decades of deprivation
they would spend much time eating and
drinking, making up for the years of going
without. | do not exaggerate when | say that

Republican Dynasties: A Growing Trend

with his eternal quest for the perfect system of govern-
ment has led to a new phenomenon on the world
stage—what can be called republican dynasties.

These are not to be confused with the hereditary monar-
chies that sound almost medieval to our ears. Most countries
are republics, in stark contrast to a century ago when most
were monarchies.

However, just because a country is a republic doesn’t mean it
is a democracy. A great number are dictatorships, not democra-
cies. Many have settled down to following a long-term dictator
after decades of instability. Fearful of what might happen after
the strongman dies and seeking to avoid possible anarchy, what
better solution than to let power pass to the son?

Syria is the latest nation to opt for this solution. When Presi-
dent Hafez al-Assad died earlier this year his nominated succes-
sor was his son, Bashar al-Assad. The Syrian constitution, which
specified that the president must be at least age 40 to hold that
office, was immediately changed to allow the 34-year-old to
ascend to power. The result was a foregone conclusion; his
father had made it clear that his son should succeed him.

Before the change in Syria, North Korea saw the beginnings
of a republican dynasty. Even a communist dynasty such as
North Korea still rigidly follows in the path of Joseph Stalin.

However, in spite of the assured successions, change is still
very much in the air. North Korea’s “Dear Leader” Kim Jong |l
may have grown up in the most closed society on earth, but he
was an avid viewer of Western movies, which only he was
allowed to watch. He seems less fearful of the West than his
father and surprised everyone earlier this year when he turned
out to greet South Korea's Kim Dae Jung, who had been invited
to the North to discuss improving relations.

Bashar al-Assad, too, is not averse to the West or Western
ideas. Trained as an optometrist in London, he has acquired
many Western traits and seems fairly open to the West.

M an‘s general dissatisfaction with human rulership along

Other republican dynasties seem set to follow, Iraq being one
of them when strongman Saddam Hussein leaves the scene.

Recent history, however, raises warnings that such successions
may not always go according to plan.

Romania’s Nicolae Ceausescu wanted his son to be the first
hereditary president in the communist world. Ceausescu was
overthrown and executed before his dream could be realized.
Papa Doc Duvalier was a dictator of Haiti whose son, “Baby
Doc,” took over after he died. The son lives in France, exiled
from his homeland.

Perhaps the best-known republican dynasty was that of the
Nehru-Gandhi dynasty in India. India’s first prime minister after
independence was Jawaharlal Nehru, who was succeeded not
long after his death by his daughter Indira Gandhi. Indira
groomed her son Sanjay to take over from her, but he was killed
in a car crash. When she was assassinated, her second son Rajiv
became prime minister. In turn he, too, was assassinated. His
Italian-born wife has since been the focal point for Gandhi sup-
porters, but for now the dynasty seems to have died. The same
can be said for the Bhuttos in neighboring Pakistan.

Historically, hereditary monarchies have most often provided
a clear successor. Democracies, in contrast, enable the people to
vote for their leaders. Republics that are dictatorships are at a
considerable disadvantage in that often there is no clear succes-
sor. A son coming to power does not mean stability is assured.
Often the son lacks the charisma and leadership qualities of the
father. If other contenders for power perceive weakness, there
may be attempts to overthrow the government. Ironically, this
is the same means by which many of the fathers themselves
assumed power in the first place.

Then we see the description of Christin Matthew 20:25 come
topass: “. .. The rulers of the Gentiles lord it over [their subjects],
and those who are great exercise authority over them.” Con-
stant power struggles result, with various factions aiming to
seize power—each for its own ends.
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often my wifeand | saw new leaderstake
power and add substantidly to their weight
during their first ix monthsin office.

Solomon records an advantage of |eaders
who aretrained from hirth; “Blessed areyou,
O land, whenyour king isthe son of nobles,
and your princesfeast at the proper time—
for strength and not for drunkenness!”

(verse 17).

A trueleader, including ared Chrigtian
leader, will remember thewords of Jesusin
Matthew 20: “And whoever desiresto befirgt
among you, let him be your dave [servant]—
just asthe Son of Man did not cometo be
served, but to serve, and to give Hislifearan-
som for many” (verses 27-28). Chrigt set al
leaders an example of sacrifice, awillingness
to diefor those He served.

100 years of service

Inamuch smaller way the queen mother,
deeply religious, waswilling to sacrifice
hersdlf for the British people.

During what has become known as
Britain’sfinest hour, when the country was
faced with the seemingly imminent invasion
by Hitler'sforces, the British government
recommended she and her hushand, King
George V1, together with their two daugh-
ters, go to Canada. Other monarchs and
political leaders had opted to flee their coun-
tries asthe Flihrer's blitzkrieg overwhelmed
their nationsin just afew days.

When theking insisted on staying with
his people, advisers suggested the children
go while so many other British children
were leaving. The queen’sresponse: “ They
could not go without me, and | could not
possibly leave theking.”

So they stayed and endured the horror
of the blitz. When their royal residence
was bombed by the German L uftwaffe, her
responsewas, “I'mglad. . . It makesme
fed | canlook the East End in the face”

The peoplein London’s lower-class East
End had taken the brunt of the bombing
because London’s port facilities and indus-
tries were concentrated there. Daily the
king and queen would meet and encourage
the people during the most difficult timein
their history. Redlizing the intense bombing
was a prelude to invasion, the queen prac-
ticed the use of firearms on the grounds of
Buckingham Palace, prepared to fight and
possibly dielike anyone else if the invader
should come.

Even their clothes and food were
rationed the same as they were for everyone
else. After thewar, when the roya family
embarked on athank-you tour of southern
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Africa, they asked for smaller portions

at the official banquets. After years of
rationing they could not eat the big meals
et before them.

The queen mother’s devotion to service
began in World War | when shewasa
teenager at homein Scotland. With her
brothers away at the front, the young Eliza-
beth and her mother turned part of their
homeinto a hospital for wounded soldiers,
running it themselves. There she met many
soldiersfrom distant parts of the empire and
for many years kept up alively correspon-
dence with some of them. Here, too, her
parents entertained officersfrom Australia
and New Zealand, giving them abreak from
the harshness of war.

In 1923, five years after the war was over,
she married into the royal family when she
wed the duke of York, the second son of
King GeorgeV. She had turned down his
proposalstwice, not wanting to bein the
limelight asamember of the royal family.
She eventudly accepted, consoling herself
with the knowledge that his older brother
David would be king when their father died.

A reluctant king and queen

But in 1936 their lives changed dramati-
caly. In January, on the death of hisfather,
David became king with thetitle of Edward
VIII. By theend of the year, before his coro-
nation, he had abdicated in favor of marry-
ing the woman he loved (the twice-divorced
Wallis Simpson) rather than accepting the
awesome responsibility of kingship.

Beforethe end of that same year the duke
of York had ascended the throne asKing
George V1. He and hiswife were crowned,
in May of 1937, king and queen of the vari-
ous countries of the British Empire and
Commonwealth and emperor and empress
of India, atitle they weretolose when India
became independent 10 years|ater. Her role
was not to rule but to be aconsort to her
husband. She soon redlized that the best
rolefor aqueen consort was defined as
“the power of doing good.”

Her hushand, George VI, became known
as"“thereluctant king.” Hegrew up in the
shadow of hiselder brother and lacked
confidence. Hewas reserved and had a
stammer, making it difficult for himto
speak inpublic.

The only way he could take up the
heavy task of kingship that befell him was
“with my wife and help meet by my side”
Throughout hisreign, hiswife, Elizabeth,
helped him with his speech impediment, lis-
tening to him practicing his addressees and

accompanying him to official functions.
Her encouragement and constant presence
enabled him to fulfill hisrespongihilities.
Even so, the stress of hisrole and the pres-
sures of war aged him greatly, and he died
in 1952 at age 56.

At hisdeath thefirstborn of histwo
daughters assumed the throne as Queen
Elizabeth 11, and hiswidow stepped into
her role as queen mother.

A lesson for future monarchs

A respectful country honored the queen
mother during the days and weeks|eading
up to her 100th birthday last month. Her
example of steady and humble leadership
isall too lacking in today’sworld, just as
the kind of |eadership Jesus advocated was
sadly missing in Hisday.

But thiskind of servant leadershipis
destined to become the rule rather than
the exception. The Bible foretellsatime
when a group of people who have been
trained in the leadership Christ described
will receive positions of divine authority.
Revelation 5:10 tells us they will be “kings
and prieststo our God, and [they] will
reign on the earth.”

Revelation 20:4 further describesthisas
atimewhen the true followers of God will
sit on thrones, reigning with Christ over the
nationsfor 1,000 years.

This same Jesus, our elder brother, has
revealed right principles of ruling—not as
tyrannical, authoritarian dictators, nor as
corrupt politicians striving for the preemi-
nence, but as servants, helping the people
we are given authority over, just asHe
served us. GN

RecoMmMENDED READING

To learn more about the kind of lead-
ership Jesus Christ advocated, and the
principleson which it is based, be sureto
request your free copies
of the booklets Making
LifeWork and The Ten
Commandments. To
understand how the
prophesied time of
godly leadership will
becomearedity, ask |
for The Gospel of the
Kingdomand You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy, dso freefor the asking.
Simply contact our office nearest you
listed on page 2, or access our Web site
a www.gnmagazine.org.
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Following is an imaginary dialogue on the reasons responsible people might wonder
whether they should participate in the customs, and don the costumes, of Halloween.

by Cecil Ma

ranville

t'sQOct. 31. Daylight beginsto surrender to dusky darkness.  and thereisaso theworry of tampered candy and fruit. Even with-

A biting wind blusters at windows. The doorbell ringsin
the home of awidowed grandmother. She swings open the

door to two young children costumed as cheerful cartoon

characters, each carrying a
large paper shopping bag.

“Trick or treat!” they cdl out in
unison with sweet voicesthrough
happy smiles asthey extend their bags
in eager anticipation. Their weary
mother, standing severd steps away,
shiversagaingt the wind and chill of
the approaching darkness.

The neighborhood grandmother
has nothing to contribute to the
dready-bulging bags, but she offers
the trio some hot chocolate and a
comfortable placeto rest fromthe
cold for afew minutes. They are puz-
Zled by her lack of Halloween tregts,
but they gladly accept her offer to
comeinside and warm up.

Neighborhood Grandmother: “Oh,
you look so cold! Thishot chocolate
should warm you right up. | haveto
compliment you [she saysto the chil-
dren’smother] on how responsible
you seem about the children’s sefety.
It'sagood ideato accompany them.
You can never know what dangers
lurk even in this neighborhood.”

Mother of the children: “Oh, yes,
| would never |et them go out alone.
The children don't necessarily appre-

ciate Mom'swatchful eye, but there aretoo many dangersto
ignore. Children are harder for driversto spot at thistime of night,

Where did the stra

Halloween originate? How did such

symbols as witches, ghosts, devils and

monsters become associated with a
supposedly religious holiday?

you don't have candy or treatsfor the children who cometrick- or-
tregting. That ssemsout of character for you. Istherearesson?”

out thosefears, it's aways achalenge to keep them from egting so
many sweetsthat they get sick the next day.”

Grandmother: “Why, may | ask, did you choose those cartoon-
character costumesinstead of ghosts,
goblinsand such?’

Mother: “Wedon't likethe
emphasis on death and violence, so
we purposefully avoid those types
of costumes. And we don’t want the
children to remember this holiday as
oneinwhich acts of vandaism are
considered fun. | have unpleasant
childhood memories of children
throwing rocks at cars and windows
of houses, setting firesand deliber-
ately terrorizing senior citizens”

Grandmother: “It soundslike
you've obvioudly given some thought
tothis”

Mother: “Well, we go out of our
way to makethisafun holiday for
our children. Our god istofill their
memorieswith good experiences.
We are parents with high standards.

“May | ask you aquestion?You're
such akind neighbor, always greeting
my children cheerfully asthey walk
by your house on their way to and
from school. | don't know if you real-
izeit, but you have areputation asthe
neighborhood grandma.

“But you obvioudy haven't deco-
rated your homefor Halloween, and
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Are You Tricked Into Treating at Halloween?

© 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc.

Commercial advertising has successfully turned Halloween
into big business. Few realize the magnitude of the impact of
Halloween on society and the powerful economic forces at
work designed to influence your behavior.

“Halloween has become the second most important holi-
day for advertising agencies and marketeers, having surpassed
Thanksgiving, Easter and Labor Day. Information Resources
Inc. estimates that $2.4 billion will be spent for Halloween
snacks, candies, beer and soft drinks. Brand name product

manufacturers spent almost $157 million in advertising during
the Sept. 1 to Nov. 1, 1994, period . .." (Advertising Age,
October 16, 1995, p. 1, “Monster Event for Marketeers").

“Halloween is now considered the second-largest retail
season in the nation, trailing only behind Christmas. It ranks
as the third biggest party day of the year—behind only New
Year's Eve and Super Bowl Sunday” (Knight-Ridder/Tribune
News Service, Oct. 28, 1994, “Halloween Is Big Business and
Growing Bigger”).

/
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Halloween’s Dark Roots

about the questionable background of Halloween. Consider
these excerpts:

“Halloween—a holiday that mixes generic religious beliefs with
ancient folk customs—is supposed to be fun. But for many conserv-
ative Christians, it has become a dark and spiritually dangerous cele-
bration ... Many are boycotting the bats, witches, goblins and
ghouls that symbolize the holiday because they consider such things
to be lures in the satanic struggle for human souls. . .

“Halloween’s pagan roots are real, as are those of Christmas and
Easter. Santa Claus comes from an ancient woodland spirit honored
by pagans, and Easter’s non-Christian ancestry is derived from a Ger-
manic fertility goddess, thus the Easter eggs and Easter bunny . . .
Halloween was called samhain in the pagan world—part harvest fes-
tival, partly a day to honor the dead” (Knight-Ridder/Tribune News
Service, Oct. 28, 1993, “Conservative Christians Urge Halloween
Alternative”).

“The ancient Celtic [Irish, Scottish, Welsh] festival called Samhain
is considered by many to be a predecessor of our contemporary Hal-
loween. Samhain was the New Year's Day of the Celts, celebrated on
1 November. It was also a day of the dead, a time when it was
believed that the souls of those who had died during the year were
allowed access to the land of the dead. It was related to the season:
by Samhain, the crops should be harvested and the animals brought
in from the distant fields.

“Many traditional beliefs and customs associated with Samhain,
most notable that night was the time of the wandering dead, the
practice of leaving offerings of food and drink to masked and cos-
tumed revelers, and the lighting of bonfires, continued to be prac-
ticed on 31 October, known as the Eve of All Saints, the Eve of All Hal-
lows, or Hallow Even. It is the glossing of the name Hallow Even that
has given us the name Hallowe'en.

“. .. The customs associated with Halloween included represen-
tations of ghosts and human skeletons—symbols of the dead—and
of the devil and other malevolent, evil creatures, such as witches.

“The first week of November is marked in many countries, espe-
cially those with a strong Catholic influence, with festivals concerned
with death, in a playful but serious way. In Catholic countries we
often find some cognate of Halloween associated with All Saints’ or
All Souls’ days.

“... Unlike the American Halloween, in Mexico people build
home altars, adorned with religious icons and special breads and
other food for the dead. The Day of the Dead incorporates recogni-
tion of death as a concept with rituals that remember the deaths of
individuals” (Jack Santino, Halloween and Other Festivals of Death
and Life, 1994).

In recent years eye-opening materials have been published
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Grandmother: “I guess| must seem abit different
by not getting into the spirit of things on Halloween.
I’d be happy to explain why.

“My thinking is actualy quite smilar to yours.
Likeyou, I'm troubled by the vandalism and vio-
lence associated with Halloween. More than once
have seen some of those actsaimed at senior citizens.
Then thereisthe awful emphasis on death and dying
and disembodied spirits.”

Mother: “Oh, | know. Some of the costumes| see,
aong with the horror moviesared ontdevisonthis
time of year, are downright repulsive. | don't know
why Halloween seemsto give people an excuseto set
asidetheir norma vauesandtoreve inthingsthey
redly don't carefor at other times. That'swhy our
family staysclear of the horror costumes and any asso-
ciation with death. We make Haloween afuntime”

Grandmother: “1 am dl for making life fun for
the children. But, even so, some years ago | made
adecision to withdraw from Halloween activities.
My persona convictionisthat | could not dress
up—pardon the pun—the traditions of something
so truly wicked initsoriginsto makeit into a
children’sholiday.

“I thought long and hard abouit it, and it just
doesn’'t make sense. People who want to teach their
children valueslike honesty, respect for others, kind-
ness and generosity, and who want to ingtill in their
children apositive outlook on life, take those same
children and have them disguise themselves asthe
dead or asevil mongters or beings so they can go
from house to houseto ask for treats.

“| know that ‘trick or treat’ hasareal catchy sound
toit, but it doesn't come from pleasant roots. It's
based on theideathat amean trick will be played
onyouif you don't give treatsto any stranger who
approachesyou. Isit too harshto say that taking treats
with threats makes me think of akind of extortion®?

“I'm not trying to criticize you or hurt your fee-
ings. You're obvioudy aresponsible mother. But this
isapersona choice. | cannot in good conscience par-
ticipate in something that runs so completely contrary
towhat | redlly would liketo seefor our children”

Mother: “ There's no need to apologize. We've
discussed these same things. Those are the very
reasons we avoid the horrible costumes. But we
chose to continue with the holiday because of its
religious roots. You are so well informed that you
must know the religious background of Halloween.
Sinceitisclosdly alied with religion, wefelt we
could, asyou put it, dress up this holiday in away
that would bein line with the values we want to
ingtill in our children.”

Grandmother: “Yes, I’'m aware that Halloween
comesfrom‘All Saints' Eve' and that the word itself
isan abbreviation of ‘hallowed evening.’ That fact
also caused meto hang onto the holiday longer
than | would have otherwise. | suspect that long
ago religious people atempted to dressup an ugly,

© 2000 PhotoDisc, Inc.



uncivilized and unchristian holiday, perhapsfor the
same reasons that we have been discussing—to try
to makeit acceptable.

“That rationale hasn't been enough to convince me
that Hall oween was hedlthy for my family and com-
munity for two reasons. Firdt, | learned that the word
saint isused in the Bible simply to mean abeliever, or
member of the Church. Thereisno hiblical example
of celebrating one saint or believer above another and
certainly no precedent for aholiday in honor of any
supposed saint.

“The second reason—and |'ve redlly looked into
thisbecause | believe God and sincerely want His
guidance—isthat I’ ve researched the history of peaple
who honored God who were challenged with similar
questions. When they camein contact with different
cultures, they were confronted with unholy customs
and holidays.

“How did they react? Did they dress up those
offensive customs with customs of worship given
them by God?| found the clearest possible answer in
the book of Deuteronomy, chapter 12. It'sfound in the
last four verses. In essence, God told the people not to
attempt to make the unacceptabl e acceptable. Rather,
they wereto avoid evil and build their cussomson a
clean foundation.

“Once | read that, my mind was settled. From then
on | determined to provide fun for my children and
grandchildren—and the neighborhood children—in
positive ways, steering clear of Halloween.”

Mother: “Well, you'veredly piqued my curiosity.
Thanksfor your kind hospitality and especialy for
your insight. It'stime for usto be on our way. It looks
like| have some reading and thinkingto do.” an

RecoMMENDED READING

Doesit matter which holidayswe keep? Does
God care oneway or another about the daysand
customs we celebrate? Why do so many of our
holidays—including many .
religious observances—have
strange and unusual customs
found nowhereintheBible?

Many people are shocked
to discover the origins of
most popular holidays.
They re aso surprised to

commandsinthe Bible—
the same days kept by Jesus Christ and the
apostles—are dmost universally ignored.

Doesit matter to God? Be sure to request your
free copy of Holidaysor Holy Days. Does |t
Matter Which Days\We Keep? It'savailable from
any of our officeslisted on page 2, or you can
download thisintriguing, eye-opening booklet
from our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.

Can Halloween
Be Christianized?

inding the shadows of the evil customs of Halloween abhor-
Frent, many Christians have sought to sanitize the holiday

by integrating religious symbols with which they are more
familiar and comfortable (this process is called syncretism). Some,
for example, carve the name Jesus onto pumpkins and add
religious phrases in the hopes of evangelizing those who go trick-
or-treating.

Others have undertaken a more elaborate revision of the holi-
day, attempting to turn it into a harvest festival interwoven with
Christian themes and devoid of its more obvious pagan overtones.
Church basements are turned into carnivals featuring games,
contests and, of course, candy.

What should you do in deciding how you will approach this
hotly debated issue?

The fundamental argument in favor of mixing ancient pagan
customs and practices with the worship of God is that some
believe it is an effective way to gradually win people over to
Christian understanding. (Of course, in the present world we
should ask ourselves why people who already see themselves as
Christian would find any need to continue associations with
pagan religious customs.)

This is sometimes a hotly disputed subject, and sincere people
have concluded it indeed is useful to integrate the practices of
ancient religious customs with the worship of God.

But perhaps we should address a fundamental question: What
does God advise?

There is a scriptural precedent that offers guidance and direc-
tion for those who accept the Bible’s instruction. The Israelites were
confronted with these issues as they settled and built a new nation
in the Promised Land. They encountered many worshipers of
pagan deities as they entered the land and for centuries faced the
problem as they dealt with neighboring peoples.

Even before they entered the land, God revealed His thinking
and told them how to handle this challenge. His directions were
explicit: “When the Lorp your God cuts off from before you the
nations which you go to dispossess, and you displace them and
dwell in their land, take heed that you are not ensnared to follow
them ... Do not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did these
nations serve their gods? | also will do likewise.” You shall not wor-
ship the Lorp your God in that way; for every abomination to the
Lorp which He hates they have done to their gods . . . Whatever |
command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor
take away from it” (Deuteronomy 12:29-32).

God's instructions are crystal clear. He refuses to accept worship
that is compromised and tainted by customs used in the worship of
fraudulent religion. He expects His worshipers to revere Him in
accordance with His commands, not their own imaginings.

Many centuries later the apostle Paul expressed a similar
thought when correcting some in the church in Corinth for their
poor judgment. “What partnership can righteousness have with
wickedness?” he asked. “Can light associate with darkness? Can
Christ agree with [the devil] . . . ? Can there be a compact between
the temple of God and idols? And the temple of the living God is
what we are” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16, Revised English Bible).

The modern debate over Christianizing pagan worship customs
could be resolved simply by reading and heeding God’s plainly
expressed will.

/
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The Olympic Ideal

Sports seem to bring out the highest aspirations and the worst attitudes.
Many of its lessons apply equally well to other aspects of life.

he Olympic Games are the great-
est sporting event in the world. No
matter how many championship
titlesan athlete racks up, towin
at the Olympicsisoften consdered to be
the ultimate athletic achievement. Inthe
intense pursuit of sporting excellence,
stories of true sportsmanship shine.

The good side of the Olympics

One of the greatest examplesis Emil
Zatopec, the great Czech distance runner
who gave away one of hisprized gold
medals.

Zatopec won gold at the 1952
Helsinki Olympics on the same day
hiswifewon in the javelin competi-
tion. Husband and wife became the
first and only married couple ever to
win Olympic gold medals on the same
day in separate events. He was already
the hero of the’ 52 games, with victories
in the 10,000- and 5,000-meter events,
when he decided to run the marathon,
arace he had never run. During the
marathon he asked another runner if the
pace weretoo fast. Thereply? It wastoo
slow. So Zatopec upped his speed and
won another gold!

Olympic gold had consistently eluded
athlete Ron Clarke. Though he had set 18
world records, in histripsto the Olympics
he had collected only asingle bronze
medal. One day whilevisiting with the
Zatopecs, somebody gave Clarkeasmall
box and told him not to open it until hewas
on hisway home.

When Clarke finally opened the pack-
age, he found one of Zatopec'sgold
medals. Attached was a card that read:
“Dear Ron, | have won four gold medals.
Itisonly right that you should have one of
them. Your friend, Emil.” Thisexemplifies
the spirit of sportsmanship—winning,
with awillingnessto share.

The dark side

Perhaps the shadowy, manipulative side
of sportswasworg reflected in the 1936
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Olympics. Thosefirst-ever

summer games held in Germany were used
by the Nazi Party asagigantic propaganda
exercise. The attempt to prove the superior-
ity of the “Aryanrace’ over ahletesfrom
other parts of theworld was, however,
undermined by the success of Jesse Owens,
ablack American who was the undisputed
dar of the Olympics.

At the 1972 Olympicsthe dark side of
gports again emerged. The expectant joy of
those games was shattered when 11 ath-
letes, fiveterrorists and a policeman were
killed during the kidnapping of some Israeli
athletes and the subsequent attempt to res-
cue them. The day after memorid services
took place, competition continued, but with
the Olympic flag a haf-mast.

Olympic idedsare often in sharp con-
trast to reality. The Olympic motto, Citius,
altius, fortius—swifter, higher, stronger—
isal too often marred by nationalism’s
dark side and the drive for accumulation
of team medals. Commerciadism hasall
but overwhelmed the intent of the modern
Olympics as expressed by itsfounder,
Frenchman Baron Pierre de Coubertin. He

modern Olympic Creed, displayed onthe
scoreboard at opening ceremonies:

“The most important thing in the
Olympic Gamesisnot to win but to take
part, just asthe most important thingin life
isnot thetriumph, but the struggle. The
essentid thing isnot to have conquered
but to have fought well ”

Tragicdly, the Olympics have become
too much areflection of man’'s society and
the evilsthat dog hisgood intentions.

Is sportsmanship losing ground?

How long hasit been since you have
seen agolfer fling hisclub after abad
stroke? Or witnessed a highly paid
tennis player throw hisracket to the
ground, angrily hit aball into the
stands or challenge the referee? Or
heard of an athlete accused of using
performance-enhancing drugsor play-
ersfighting on thefield? Sadly, we see
thesethingsal too often. Have we lost
sight of de Coubertin’sideals?

Positive examples give us heart. One
of the great Golden Milers had an attitude
toward athletics that made him a symbol
of al that was good in sports. John Landy
dominated Austrdian middle-distance run-
ning from 1952 to 1956 and was a centra
figurein the much-publicized quest to
break the four-minute mile, along with
Englishman Roger Bannister and American
Wes Santee. Landy broke theworld mile
recordin 1954.

Inarace leading up to the 1956 Mel-
bourne Olympics, distance runner Ron
Clarkefell. Landy, considering himself to
be at fault, immediately stopped running
to check on Clarke's condition and to
apologize. He resumed running to chase
thefield, regained the lead and went on to
win. The delay probably cost him another
world record.

Thisiswhat makesfor excellencein
sports:. great athletes who are also great
in character and humanity. We till see
thesetraits exhibited occasionaly, but all

said something in 1908 that hasbecomethe  too rarely.

Comstock



Is winning everything?

Sportsfanslove awinner. Wefed exhil-
arated when our team playsin the Super
Bowl, World Series or Stanley Cup. Win-
ning teamsarein the media s spotlight.
Champagne and backdapping arethe
victor'sspails.

Yet winning isoften only the difference
of astroke, point, second or god. Many
believewinning is everything. Winning
often takes precedence over aplayer's
hedlth and injuries. Seeking to intimidate
the opposition or deliberately trying to
injure an opponent is becoming an accepted
part of the game.

Defest isoften quiet and depressing.
Heads are |owered. Feet dejectedly kick
theturf. Somelosersare not too graceful in
defeat. Clubsand racketsarethrown in dis-
gust. Knowing they can’t win, some resort
to rough play to injure opponents.

Why do so many athletes exhibit such
bad manners?

Well, the mediadon’t help by describ-
ing teamsin terms of the battlefield:
crushed, blitzed, demoralized, flattened,
devastated. Add to thisa growing disre-
spect for rules and authority. Players argue
with umpires and referees. Meleesinvolv-
ing whole teams are commonplace. It's
little wonder that children emulate adult
stars and that violence plagues youth
sporting events aswell.

Thankfully, some do take astand againgt
obnoxious players. Adminigtrators, officids
and the mgjority of athletes are concerned
about violence but don't know how to stop
the mayhem. The motivation to win at any
cost istoo strong for most sportsto change.

Many playerslose more often than they
win. Defeat isafrequent visitor inlife, and
we must cometo termswith it. Humblein
victory, graciousin defeat isaniceided,
but onewerarely seein sports—or inlife,
for that metter.

Theintertwined character traitsinvolved
in sportsand life have not atered since the
apostie Paul reflected on athletic training
more than 1,900 years ago. He drew analo-
giesfrom running and boxing, probably
referring to the Isthmian Games of the city
of Corinth.

Paul wroteto the Corinthians: “Do you
not know that in arace all the runnersrun,
but only one getsthe prize? Runin such
away asto get the prize. Everyonewho
competesin the games goesinto strict
training. They do it to get acrown that will

not last; but we do it to get acrown that
will last forever. Therefore | do not run like
aman running amlessly; | do not fight like
aman begting theair. No, | beat my body
and make it my dave so that after | have
preached to others, | myself will not be
disqualified for the prize” (1 Corinthians
9:24-27, New International Version).

Paul considered the runner’sstrict train-
ing, self-denial and focus on thefinishline
asrequirementsfor spiritua endeavors
aswell. He saw that, although arunner’s
discipline gained him only awreath of wild
celery that soon withered, the dedicated

are provoked. It takes character to hold
your head high when you've tasted
setbacks and defezt.

Winningisfun, and being challenged
by other skilled players helpsbring out
our best. The desireto win motivates us
towork, run, row, bike or swim faster and
longer than we have done before. Winning
isaso competing with yourself againgt the
elements, themountain or the sea.

Striving to win doesn't have to mean
animosity between opponents. The
pregame psych-out too often leadsto
grudgesthat are settled on the playing field.

“The most important thing in the Olympic Games is
not to win but to take part, just as the most important
thing in life is not the triumph, but the struggle.”

Chrigtian gtrivesfor an imperishable crown.

Paul taught that we should striveto win
therace of life. But he knew therewould
be setbacks and short-term defeats along
the way. He was adisciplinarian who could
gracefully accept defeat or humbly savor
the euphoriaof awin. “1 know how to be
abased, and | know how to aound,” he said
(Philippians 4:12). Defest highlightsthe
character of the players. Some give of their
best, even shing, inalosing battle.

Weface defeat more often than we enjoy
the triumph of victory. Inthe voyage of life,
humility isastruggle because virtueisn't
financialy rewarded, nor doesit receive
public acclaim. People would far sooner
have the trophy, take the money and drink
the champagne. We prefer heady glory to
consoling words about bearing up in defet.

Sportsmanship in the game of life

Many of these principles apply to every-
day life. Whether we're a participant or
spectator, we can apply them by refusing
to givein to temper, anger and the human
desireto punch or strike back a another.

Develop greater skillsto avoid conflict
and win by talent and ability. Some ath-
letesare known for their fair play and self-
control. Like them, be agood sport. Win-
ning isagoal to strivefor. But winning is
laudable only if you can hold your head
up in defeat.

Can we expect the trends toward more
obnoxious behavior and increased disre-
spect for authority to continue? Biblical
prophecy doesn’t suggest otherwise. Until
man’'s heart, mind and attitude change, his
actionswill not. Keeping atight rein on
your emotions takes character when you

If winning requiresyou to cheat, lose your
temper, aggravate an injury, abuse the
umpire or intimidate your opponent, what
isthe quality of your victory?

A better way

Although Olympic teams enter the sta-
dium at the opening ceremony carrying
their national flags, the closing ceremony
isdesigned to highlight unity asif all the
athletes belonged to one unified world. This
concept came about because of 17-year-old
John lanWing during the 1956 Olympics
in Melbourne. During the days just before
those games, theworld wasin turmoil. As
teams made their way to Austraia, Soviet
tanks and troops entered Budapest to put
down the Hungarian uprising.

A few days after the opening ceremony
John Wing wrote aletter to the organizing
committee. He suggested a different kind
of march for the closing ceremony: “Dur-
ing the march therewill be only one nation
... What more could anybody want if the
wholeworld could be made as one nation?’

Soit wasdone, and thismarchwith a
different attitude has become atradition
that haslasted for dl Olympic Games—
athletesfrom many nations saying farewell
asone body, instead of marching separately
under their own national flags. What an
ingpiring thought about how sports could
beinthe prophesied world of tomorrow!

Mogt sporting careersare brief, but the
gameof lifeisboth longer and far more
important. That'swhy we need to learn
humility in victory and gracein defest.

If you can play fairly and in agood spirit,
thenyou'll have agood start in playing the
moreimportant gameof life. an
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The Church Begins

by Mario Seiglie

After decades of
examining the
details mentioned
in Acts, Sir
William Ramsay
concluded: “Luke
is a historian of
the first rank; not
merely are his
statements of fact
trustworthy, he is
possessed of the
true historic sense
.. . In short this
author should be
placed along with
the very greatest of
historians.”

sdiscussed in recent issues of The Good
News, archaeol ogists have made many
discoveriesthat verify and illuminate
our understanding of the four Gospels. After the
Gospels, the next section in the New Testament we
will survey isthe books of the Acts of the Apostles,
or smply Acts.

The book of Actsissimply acontinuation of
one of the Gospel accounts. Luke compiled his
Gospel about Jesus Christ asthefirst volume of a
two-part work. In hisfirst manuscript he covered
thelife of Jesus; in the second he described the
early history of the Church Jesus founded.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary notes: “The
Actsof the Apostlesis the name given to the sec-
ond part of atwo-volumework traditionally identi-
fied as having been written by Luke, acompanion
of the apostle Paul. Originaly the two volumescir-
culated together astwo parts of one complete writ-
ing” (Richard Longenecker, 1981, Val. 9, p. 207).

L uke explainsto Theophilus, to whom he dedi-
cated thiswork, the purpose of hisfirst tome: “The
former account | made, O Theophilus, of dl that
Jesus began both to do and teach, until theday in
which Hewastakenup. . .” (Acts 1:1-2). The
phrase former account inthisfirst verseis proton
logosin Greek. It refersto thefirst papyrusroll of a
larger work, called in Greek tomos, from which we
get our English word tome.

In the second scroll Luke relates events that took
place after Jesus “was parted from them [the disci-
ples] and carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). It
covers about thefirst 30 years of Church history.

A scholar attacks Acts

About acentury ago British scholar William
Ramsay focused on the book of Actsto try to show
it wasrifewith geographical and archaeologica
errors. After al, many scholars of hisday, equipped
with thetools of textud criticism and archaeol ogy,
had exposed many errorsin other classic writings.
Thiseminent humanity professor diligently prepared

himself by studying archaeol ogy and geography

before departing for the Middle East and AsiaMinor
in hisquest to prove Luke shigtory of the early
Church was mostly myth.

Hisquest didn’t turn out as he expected. After a
quarter century of researchin what istoday |srael
and Turkey, where he carefully retraced the steps of
the apostles as described in the book of Acts, this
famous unbeliever shook theintellectua world
when he announced he had converted to Christian-
ity. He confessed thisradical change of mind and
heart was thanks in grest part to his surprise a the
accuracy hefound in Luke' s narrativein Acts.

After decades of examining the historical and
geographical details mentioned in the book, Ram-
say concluded: “Lukeisahistorian of thefirst
rank; not merely are his statements of fact trust-
worthy, heis possessed of the true historic sense
... Inshort thisauthor should be placed along with
the very greatest of historians’ (The Bearing of
Recent Discovery on the Trustworthiness of the
New Testament, 1953, p. 80).

He went on to write many books about Acts
and the epistles of Paul. Ultimately Ramsay was
knighted for his contributionsto the study of

archaeol ogy and geography.
The tomb of King David

When the Christian Church began on the Day
of Pentecost, when itsfirst 120 membersreceived
God's Spirit, thousands of Jewish pilgrimswere
visiting Jerusalem worshiping at the time of that
holy festival (Acts2:1-5).

That day the apostle Peter, filled with the Holy
Spirit, delivered an inspired sermon to the Jewish
crowd. Thousands heard and repented of their Sins.
Speaking of the recent resurrection of Jesus, he
quoted from one of King David's prophetic psams:
“For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will
You alow Your Holy Oneto see corruption” (Acts
2:27, Psdm 16:10).

Peter continued: “Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he
is both dead and buried, and histomb iswith usto
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Some archaeologists think this area at the southern end of the City of David
contains the remains of the tombs of the kings of Judah who reigned in Jeru-
salem. The tomb at the top center may be the remains of King David’s tomb
mentioned by Peter in Acts 2:29. Regrettably, much of the area has been
hacked away over the centuries from quarrying the limestone there.

~ .

thisday” (Acts2:29, emphasis added).
Peter, speaking in thetemple areain
Jerusalem, could point to the nearby tombs
of thekings of |srael—specifically David's
burid ste.

Although it was not an | sralite or Jew-
ish custom to bury the dead in towns or
cities, royalty was an exception. The Bible
recordsthat “ David rested with hisfathers,
and was buried in the City of David’
(1Kings2:10). Many later Isradlite kings
were also buried in Jerusalem, athough
not dl in the designated tombs of the
kings. For instance, evil King Jehoram was
buried “in the City of David, but not in the
tombs of thekings’ (2 Chronicles 21:20).

Severa hundred years|ater, during the
restoration of Jerusalem under Nehemiah,
the area around the tombs of the kingswas
repaired. “After him Nehemiah the son of
Azbuk . . . made repairs asfar asthe place
infront of thetombs of David. . ”
(Nehemiah 3:16).

Josephus, a Jewish historian born
shortly after Peter gave his Pentecost ser-
mon, wrote that afew decades earlier
Herod the Gresat had broken into David's
tomb a night to plunder itsriches, only
to discover apreviousking had already
looted it (Antiquities of the Jews, Book
XVI, Chapter VI, Section 1). David's

tomb was widely known even when Jose-
phuswrote his account decades after
Peter's sermon.

A.T. Robertson notes. “His[David's]
tomb was on Mt. Zion where most of the
kings were buried. Thetomb was said to
havefdleninto ruinsin thereign of the
Emperor Hadrian [A.D. 117-138]" (Word
Picturesin the New Testament, Bible
Explorer software).

Although archaeologistsdon’t agree
on whether the extensive tomb area discov-
ered almost a century ago in the southern
end of Jerusalemisthelocation of the
tombs of the kings of Israel, thelocation
agrees with accounts mentioned in the
Bible and does have the backing of some
prominent scholars.

Hershel Shanks, editor of Biblical
Archaeology Review, writes. “ The pro-
posed site of David'stomb, and of others
adjacent toit, is precisely where onewould
expect to find the burial site mentioned in
the Bible—in the southern part of the City
of David, an areathat would normally be
forbiddento burias.

“In 1913 to 1914 a Frenchman named
Raymond Welll excavated thisareaand
found several tombs that he numbered T1
toT8. .. The most magnificent of these
tombsisT1. Itisakind of long tunnel or

artificially excavated cave 527 feet long,
over 8 feet wide and over 13 feet high. ..
The fact that some extravagant, even
ostentatious tombs were located precisely
where the Bible saysthe kings of Judah,
including King David, were buried cer-
tainly suggeststo areasonable mind that
the fanciest of these tombs (T1) may well
have belonged to King David” (Biblical
Archaeological Review, January-February,
1995, p. 64).

Preciseidentification isdifficult
because the areawas heavily quarried
in later centuries and only portions of the
tombs remain. Whether more research can
confirm this site as David'stomb or not,
we can be confident that during Peter’s
sermon given on the Day of Pentecost,
when the New Testament Church began,
he could point to an areain Jerusalem
where everyone knew David'stomb was
located and could attest that hisremains
were dtill there.

David obvioudly had not risen from
the dead, but now Peter and many other
witnesses could confirm that it had been
Jesus' tomb, not David's, that had opened
and from which Jesus had come back to
life, confirming He was the Messiah.
Thousands of Jewish listeners could not
refute the evidence. This proof, among
others, led many to accept Jesus asthe
Messiahimmediately (Acts 2:41).

Gamaliel the wise

During the days and weeks after
Peter’s sermon, the apostles faced violent
opposition, including being thrown in jail.

During their trial beforether incarcera-
tion, many Jewish authorities plotted to kill
them, but one of the chief religiousleaders
spoke upin their defense:

“Then onein the council stood up, a
Pharisee named Gamaliel, ateacher of the
law held in respect by al the people. . .
And he said to them: ‘Men of Isradl, take
heed to yourselves what you intend to do
regarding thesemen.. . . | say to you, keep
away from these men and | et them alone;
for if thisplan or thiswork is of men, it
will cometo nothing; but if it is of God,
you cannot overthrow it—Ilest you even
be found to fight against God.” And they
agreed with him, and when they had called




for the apostles and beaten them, they
commanded that they should not speak
in the name of Jesus, and let them go”
(Acts5:34-40).

This Gamaliel, who opposed the apos-
tles' execution, was ateacher of Paul (Acts
22:3). He was the grandson of Hillél,
the founder of adominant school of the
Pharisees, amgjor branch of Judaism.

Gamalidl’s family name has been con-
firmed by archaeological findings. Ina
tomb in the catacombs of Beth-Shearim,
near the Sea of Gdlilee, in asection called
the Tomb of the Patriarchs, one of the
graves hasan inscription in Hebrew and
Greek: “ This[tomb] is of the Rabbi
Gamaliel.” The Gamdlidl of Biblefame
wasthefirst of anillustriousrabhinic
family bearing his name. Thistomb was
that of one of his descendants.

The historian Josephus and some
Talmudic works also mention Gamaliel,
describing him as abenevolent and bril-
liant man. William Barclay adds: “Hewas
akindly man with afar wider tolerance
than hisfellows. Hewas, for instance,
one of the very few Phariseeswho did not
regard Greek cultureas sinful. Hewas one
of the very few to whom thetitle * Rabban’
had been given. Men called him ‘ The
Beauty of the Law. When hedied it was
said, ‘ Since Rabban Gamaliel died there
has been no more reverence for the Law;
and purity and abstinence died out at the
sametime' " (The Daily Sudy Bible Com-
mentary, Bible Explorer software). So we
see another biblical figure mentioned in the
Scriptures confirmed by sources outside
theBible.

History confirms still another
biblical character

Asthe gospel spread to the outlying
areas of |srael, Peter arrived in Samaria
to preach the Word of God. There he met
amagician named Simon, who was bap-
tized but was later rejected by Peter and
John for trying to bribe hisway into a
position of power and influencein the
Church (Acts 8:18-24).

Nothing elseisdirectly mentioned in
the Scriptures about this shady character,
known in history as Simon Magus.

However, about a century after Simon’s
death, writings appear that describe his
activities after the aposties rejected him.

Writing to the Romans, Justin Martyr
comments: “ There was a Samaritan,
Simon, anative of the village called Gitto,
who inthereign of Claudius Caesar [A.D.
41-54], and in your royad city of Rome, did
mighty acts of magic, by virtue of the art of
the devil’s operating in him. He was con-
Sdered agod, and asagod was honored by
you with astatue, which statue was erected
on theriver Tiber, between two bridges,
and bore thisinscription, in the language of
Rome: * Simoni Deo Sancto’ [To Simon the
holy God]. And almost @l the Samaritans,
and afew even of other nations, worship
him. .. (The Ante-Nicene Fathers, “The
First Apology of Justin,” p. 171).

In 1574 excavators found afragment of
marble on anidand in the Tiber River with
the inscription “ Semoni Sanco Deu Fidio.”
Someinterpret this asreferring to a Sabine
deity, Semo Sancus, but most likely it was
part of the statue Justin Martyr described
as having been dedicated to Simon Magus.

The editors of The Ante-Nicene Fathers
makethispoint; “Itisvery generaly sup-
posed that Justin was mistaken in under-
standing thisto have been a statue erected
to Simon Magus. This supposition rests
onthefact that in the year 1574 there was
dug upintheidand of the Tiber afragment
of marble, with the inscription * Semoni
Sanco Deo, etc., being probably the base
of astatue erected to the Sabine deity
Semo Sancus. Thisinscription Justinis
supposed to have mistaken for the one he
givesabove.

“Thishas aways seemed to usvery
dight evidence on whichto rgject so precise
agtatement as Justin here makes; astate-
ment which he would scarcely have haz-
arded in an gpology addressed to Rome,
where every person had the means of ascer-
taining itsaccuracy. If, asis supposed, he
made amistake, it must have been at once
exposed, and other writerswould not have
0 frequently repeated the story asthey have
don€’ (ibid., footnote, p. 171).

Whether the base of the statue was
dedicated to Simon Magus or not, the his-
toricity of thishiblical personageisaso

confirmed in literature of the second and
third centuries.

Paul in Damascus

After the gospel went to Samaria, it
spread northward to Damascus, wherea
dramatic conversion took place—that of
Saul, who became the apostle Paul. After
his conversion God told him, “Ariseand go
into the city, and you will betold what you
must do” (Acts 9:6).

After Paul arrived in Damascus, Jesus
spokein avision to Ananias, one of the
Chrigtiansliving there: “So the Lord said
to him, *Ariseand go to the street called
Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas
for one called Saul of Tarsus, for behold,
heispraying” (Acts9:11).

The street called Straight was one of the
main avenuesin Damascus. The Exposi-
tor’s Bible Commentary explains. “ The
street called Straight was an east-west
street that is<till one of the main thorough-
fares of Damascus, the Derb €l-Mustagim.
It had colonnaded halls on either side and
imposing gatesa eachend.. . . and pre-
sumably was aswell known in antiquity
as Regent Street in London or Michigan
Avenuein Chicago today. The directions
included not only the name of the street but
aso the house where Saul could be found”
(Longenecker, p. 373).

When the Jews persecuted Paul in
Damascus, hisfriendslowered him from
the city’swallsin abasket (Acts 9:25).
Archaeologists have discovered sections of
thisancient wall, which the Romans built.
John McRay writes: “Part of the Roman
wall has been found about 1000 feet south
of the East Gate (Bab Sharqi) beneath
Saint Paul’s Chapel and Window. Under
the present Ottoman gateway, this small
chapel was built by Greek Catholics over
agate from the Roman period. Tradition
associates the spot with Paul’s escape by a
basket that was |owered from awindow in
thewall (2 Cor. 11:33)" (Archaeology and
the New Testament, 1991, p. 234).

Magnificent Caesarea

Meanwhilein Jerusalem Peter had been
arrested again and thistime was sentenced
to death by Herod Agrippa, grandson of
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The port city of Caesarea Maritima is mentioned several
times in the book of Acts. Built by Herod the Great, it
was the major port in the region and a Roman adminis-
trative center. Its magnificent amphitheater, left, over-

it serves as a popular venue for concerts. An equally
impressive twin aqueduct, right, supplied the city with
fresh drinking water from the nearby hills.

Herod the Gresat. A few decades ago this
ruler, too, was confirmed as ahistorical fig-
urewhen Israeli archaeologist Benjamin
Mazar found scale weights with Herod
Agrippa sname and title that date to the
fifth year of hisreign.

When Herod Agrippaheard of Peter's
miraculous escape (Acts 12:5-9), heflew
into arage. “But when Herod had searched
for him and not found him, he examined
the guards and commanded that they
should be put to desth. And he went down
from Judeato Caesarea, and stayed there”
(verse 19).

Caesareawas an impressive artificial
port built by Herod the Great. Named in
honor of Augustus Caesar, it becamethe
Roman headquarters of Judea. Herod also
had amagnificent palace there where he
would court Roman officias.

“Thecity included buildingstypical
of aHellenistic city, such asatheater,
amphitheater, hippodrome, aqueduct,
colonnaded street, and an impressive
temple dedicated to Caesar” (The Inter-
preter’s Dictionary of the Bible, 1962, Vol.
1, p. 480). Most of the remains of these
buildings have recently been found by
archaeologists, including astone plaque
that mentions Pontius Pilate [see The
Good News, May-June 2000, p. 25].

“| was on the supervisory staff at Cae-
sareafrom the beginning of full-scale
excavationsin 1972 until 1982," writes
John McKay. “Our work haslargely con-
firmed the impression given by Josephusin
both hisWars and Antiquities, of the grand
scale on which Herod built to satisfy his
own vanity and that of the emperor Augus-
tus’ (Archaeology and the New Testament,
1991, pp. 139-140).

Herod Agrippa’s death

The Bible aso records Herod Agrippa’s
unexpected death at Caesarea. “Now
Herod had been very angry with the people
of Tyreand Sidon; but they cameto him
with one accord, and having made Blastus
theking's persona aidetheir friend, they
asked for peace, because their country was
supplied with food by the king's country.
So on aset day Herod, arrayed in royal
appare, sat on histhrone and gave an ora-
tion to them. And the people kept shouting,
‘The voice of agod and not of aman!’
Thenimmediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he did not give glory
to God. And he was eaten by worms and
died” (Acts 12:20-23).

Josephus offers additiond detailsin his
independent account of Herod Agrippa’s
degath: “On the second day of which shows

he put on agarment made wholly of silver,
and of acontexture truly wonderful, and
cameinto the theatre early in the morning;
at which timethe silver of hisgarment
being illuminated by the fresh reflection of
the sun’sraysupon it, shone out after asur-
prising manner . . . and presently hisflatter-
erscried out . . . ‘Bethou merciful to us; for
athough we have hitherto reverenced thee
only asaman, yet shal we henceforth own
thee as superior to mortal nature” Upon this
the king did neither rebuke them, nor reject
their impiousflattery . . . A severe pain dso
aroseinhisbdly . . . And when he had been
quiteworn by the painin hisbelly for five
days, he departed thislife. . ” (Antiquities
of the Jews, XIX, viii, 2).

The two accounts, the Bible and Jose-
phus, in this complement each other. Jose-
phus does not mention the origin of the
stomach pain, but the Bible mentionsiit
was because of “worms.” Luke, the physi-
cian, used the Greek word skolekobrotos
in reference to Herod Agrippa’ s termina
condition. The word refersto tapeworms
or other intestina worms, which can block
theintestinal tract and cause great pain
and sometimes |ead to death, aswasthe
case here.

We will continue our survey through the
book of Actsin the next installment. v
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From Fisherman to Fisher of Men

by Jerold Aust

he night sky grew dark and frighten-
ing asthe boisterous winds whipped
up the wavesthat pounded mercilesdy
againg Peter’sfishing boat. Themen
intheboat, dl disciplesof Jesus Chrigt,
rowed frantically against the ferocious
winds, making little headway. In spite of the
dangerous circumstances, they clung to the
hope they would make it to shore and safety.

The peoplewho lived around or made
their living from the Sea of Galilee knew
the capriciousness of thisusually tranquil
body of water. Strong winds could arise
suddenly and without warning. The sailors
on the Sea of Gdlilee had no opportunity
to check the latest weather report. But they
were accustomed to observing the sky,
watching for familiar sgnsthat could
foretell the possihility of strong weather.

In the fourth watch of the night Jesus
followersfound themsalvesin aserious
situation, fighting astrong headwind and
hammering waves. Between the fear of
losing their lives at sea—aways apossi-
bility in such a storm—and the arduous,
painful task of rowing to safety, they were
suddenly shocked. Abruptly, and with
no warning, they saw the figure of aman
walking on the water near them. In surprise
and fear they cried out, “1t'saghost!” But
the “ghost” was none other than their Mas-
ter, Jesus. Immediately He reassured them:
“Beof good cheer! Itisl; do not be afraid”
(Mark 6:50).

Characterigtically, the ever-impulsive

command meto cometoYou onthe
water” (Matthew 14:28). Jesustold him
to come ahead.

Wheat followed depicts both the weak-
nesses of human beings and the spiritua
strength of God. Much to his credit, Peter
showed awillingnessto try the humanly
impossible—to actually walk on water.

Hearing Jesus' reassuring voice and
encouragement, Peter stepped overboard
while none of the others dared |leave the
sfety of the boat. He began walking
toward his Master, seemingly doing the
impossible with ease.

But the howling wind and crashing
waves soon diverted his attention. He began

us compare some of our life experiences
with Peter’s, with the hope that these
lessons can help usgrow in the grace and
knowledge of Christ (2 Peter 3:18).

Simon Peter’s occupation

Though the Bible revedlslittle about
Peter’slife before he met Jesus, we can
learn some of his background from anec-
dotd accountsand factual history. Peter’s
namewas aso Smeon—the sameasthe
patriarch of one of the 12 tribes of |srael—
which was shortened to Simon. Inthe
Scripturesheisaso caled Simon bar Jona
(meaning Simon the son of Jonah). Appar-
ently hewasbornin or near Bethsaida-

Though the Bible reveals little about Peter’s life before
he met Jesus, we can learn some of his background
from anecdotal accounts and factual history.

to sink into the raging sea, and panic set

in. With fright in his eyes helooked up to
Jesusand cried, “Lord, savemel” (verse
30). Immediately Jesus stretched out His
hand and caught himin afirm grip. Reas-
suringly, He offered afew words of ingtruc-
tion and comfort: “ O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?’ (verse31).

Thisdrama, one of many told in afew
versesin the Gospels, provides usapower-
ful lessonin faith. Thiskind of trusting rela-
tionship isagift from God but agift that
must be nurtured and used.

Peter’slifeisfilled with inspiring
‘essons, only afew are explored here. In
hisarticlewe consider severa that can help

Julius (John 1:44), which lay on the north
shore of the Seaof Gdlilee. Thetown's
name means “ house of the fisherman,” and
it sat just east of the Jordan River. Thiswas
just outside the province of Gdlileeand
under therule of Herod Philip, ason of
Herod the Grest.

Bethsaida-Juliuswas atown inhabited
by mostly wedthy Jews and Greeks. Simon
Peter and hisbrother Andrew likely traded
with both Jews and Greeks and probably
pokeAramaic aswell as some Greek.

Before Simon Peter met Jesus, he lived
afew milesto thewest in the Gdlilean town
of Capernaum and was married (Matthew
8:14). It was here that he and Andrew went
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into partnership with James and John, the
sons of Zebedee (Luke5:10).

Peter’s calling

Andrew and John expected the appear-
ance of the Messiah, for they had traveled
down the Jordan River valey to hear the
prophet John the Baptist, cousin of Jesus
of Nazareth. John the Baptist preached the
coming of the Messiah, calling for his
countrymen to repent.

Andrew and John had even become
disciples of John the Baptist. When their
teacher pointed out Jesusto them asthe
Lamb of God, Andrew told Simon Peter,
“We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41).
Andrew brought his brother to Jesus, and
when Jesus|ooked at him he said: “You are
Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called
Cephas’ (verse 42).

CephasistheAramaic word for
“gsone’—asisthe Gregk name Petros,
trandated into English as Peter. Thisishow
Simon bar Jona cameto be known as Peter.

Some Bible scholars say Peter was
caled in three stages, thefirst stage men-
tioned above when he met Jesusfor the
first time. The second stage of hiscdling
isidentified by scholars asthe time when
Jesus, walking aong the shore of the Sea
of Gdlilee, saw Peter and Andrew casting
afishing net into the sea. Jesus said to them,
“Follow Me, and | will makeyou fishers of
men” (Matthew 4:19).

Thethird stage of Peter’'scalling is
said to be when Jesus“ called His disciples
to Himself; and from them He chose
twelve whom He aso named apostles:
Simon, whom He also named Peter . .
(Luke 6:13-14).

The fisherman surrenders to God

Jesustaught people by the Sea of
Gdlilee. When the crowd increased and
pressed closer, Helooked around and saw
two boats nearby. Stepping into Peter’s
boat, Jesus then asked him to put out alittle
from the shore so He could better teach the
growing crowd. The water surface would
help amplify Hisvoice, making it essier
for them to hear Him.

When Jesusfinished spesking, Hetold
Simonto go further out into the lakewhere
the water was deeper and to lower hisfish-
ing nets (Luke 5:4). At first Simon protested
that he had fished dl night and caught noth-
ing, but then said, “Neverthelessat Your
word | will let downthenet” (verseb).

It' sagood thing he did. Suddenly the net

“And a servant girl came to Peter, saying, "You also
were with Jesus of Galilee.” But he denied it before
them all, saying, ‘I do not know what you are saying.””

was S0 filled with fish that it was stretched
to the point of bresking. Immediately Peter
sgnaledto his partners, Jamesand John, to
bring the other boat. Soon both boats were
s0 weighed down with fish that they were
in danger of sinking.

Surprised and humbled by this supernat-
urd event, Simon Peter fell at Jesus’ knees,
saying, “ Depart from me, for | am asinful
man, O Lord!” (verse 8). Jesusreassured
the shaken fisherman: “Do not be afraid.
From now on you will catch men” (verse
10). From this point on, the fisherman Peter
became Peter, thefisher of men. “Sowhen
they had brought their boatsto land, they
forsook dl and followed Him” (verse 11).

Peter witnesses the transfiguration

Peter was aso awitness, dong with his
former fishing partners James and John, to
another miracle—the gpparent transfigura
tion of Jesusinto Hisglorified sate. “Now

after Sx days Jesustook Peter, James, and
John hisbrother, led them up on ahigh
mountain by themselves, and wastransfig-
ured before them. Hisface shonelikethe
sun, and His clothes became aswhite as
thelight. And behold, Mosesand Elijah
appeared to them, talking with Him”
(Matthew 17:1-3).

God showed these apostles a preview of
thingsto come. When Jesusreturnsto earth
Hewill resurrect both the lawgiver Moses
and Elijah the prophet, and they will reign
forever with Chrigt in His Kingdom.

Perhaps the most significant lesson
hereis something that probably had never
occurred to the disciples: Their master, the
rabbi from Nazareth, was a least equal to
Moses and Elijah, two of the greatest teach-
ersindl of Isragl’shistory. Not only that,
Jesuswas clearly superior to Mosesand
Elijah.“. .. A bright cloud overshadowed
them; and suddenly avoice came out of the
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isMy beloved Son, in
whom | amwell pleased. Hear Him!"”
(verseb).

God revesled that Jesuswas much
greater than Moses or Elijah—Hewasthe
very Son of God. After thisdivine confirma-
tion, the three aposties became aware that
now only Jesuswas with them. Thevision-
ary images of Moses and Elijah were gone,
but Jesuswas till there. “Now asthey came
down from the mountain, Jesus commanded
them, saying, ‘ Tell the vision to no one until
the Son of Man isrisen from the dead'”
(verse9). Peter and the other apostleswould
never forget thisgreat lesson.

This momentous event strengthened
the apostle Peter throughout His ministry.
Just before his martyrdom, he reminded
his readers of the wondrous occasionin
hisfina epistle: “For we did not follow
cunningly devised fables when we made
known to you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewit-
nesses of His majesty. For He received
from God the Father honor and glory
when such avoice came to him from the
Excellent Glory: ‘ Thisis My beloved Son,
inwhom | am well pleased.” And we heard
this voice which came from heaven when
we were with Him on the holy mountain”
(2 Peter 1:16-18).

Peter denies Christ,
and a rooster crows

After Jesus and His apostles observed the
Passover on the night before His crucifixion,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘All of you
will be made to sumble because of Me
thisnight, for it iswritten: “1 will strikethe
Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will
be scattered . . "’

“Peter answered and said to Him, * Even
if al are madeto stumble because of You,
| will never be madeto sumble’ Jesus said
tohim, ‘Assuredly, | say to you that this
night, before the rooster crows, you will
deny Methreetimes’ Peter said to Him,
‘Evenif | havetodiewithYou, | will not
deny You!” And so said dl the disciples’
(Matthew 26:31-35).

Jesus understood the weaknesses of our
flesh and minds—that we lack the will-

power and conviction to do what we know
wiachniild Ha alenwal 1 inAar.

Walking on Water: Faith Over Physics

Remember when Peter walked on water, if for only a few moments? Think
about this: Physically speaking, what are the chances that a human being
could walk on water?

The laws of physics prohibit such an event. Yet our Creator God miracu-
lously allowed Peter to walk on water, as long as he kept his eyes and focus on
Jesus the Savior, the very Son of God. Peter became more closely attached to
His Master through this miracle. This is also God's will for us. God wants each
of us to develop a close relationship with Him.

This illustration shows us how important faith is in our lives. Christ said that
if someone had enough faith he could move mountains (Matthew 17:20).
James tells us that faith without works is dead (James 2:26). Peter stepped out
of his boat in faith. But his faith shriveled as he witnessed the power of the ele-
ments surrounding him. God wants us to look to Him for strength, peace and
security. His design for us is to exercise living, dynamic faith, the kind of faith
exhibited by Jesus Himself.

It's easy to look at Peter’s rambunctious reactions and assume we wouldn't
act as Peter did. We probably see ourselves as more reserved, more in control.

But if that's true it's a moot point. Consider that God used Peter’s audacity
to get things done. Jesus didn‘t have to light a fire under him. The fire, the
fortitude, the verve was there. What Peter needed was exactly what Christ
patiently taught him: how to govern himself and look to God for direction
and help so he could be remade in God’s spiritual image (Ephesians 4:22-24;

Genesis 1:26).

become converted.

Later Peter would help lead the way in spreading the gospel of the Kingdom
to the world, enabling others likewise to see the need to surrender to God and

apostlesdidn’t have the power of God's
Spirit within them, so they couldn't asyet
understand their weaknesses. They wanted
to be percelved as credible, faithful and
stawart, just like we want to be perceived.
They wanted to do right, as shown by their
promises of loyalty, but Jesus knew better.

Later, through the ahility to perceive
provided by God's Spirit, they would
understand. They would cometo see what
Jesusknew: that the fear of other people
can overwhelm our best-laid plansand pro-
fessionsof loyalty. All the discipleswould
fleewhen their liveswereat risk.

Peter would deny Jesus publicly even as
his Master was being beaten and humiliated
inthehigh priest’sresidence.

“Now Peter sat outsidein the courtyard.
And aservant girl cameto him, saying,
“You also werewith Jesus of Galilee’ But
hedenied it beforethem all, saying, ‘1 do
not know what you are saying.” And when
he had gone out to the gateway, another
girl saw him and said to those who were
there, ‘ Thisfellow aso waswith Jesus of
Nazareth. But again he denied with an
oath, ‘1 do not know the Man!’

“And after awhile those who stood
by came up and said to Peter, ‘ Surely you
also are one of them, becauise your speech
betrays you.' Then he began to curse and

swear, saying, ‘| do not know the Man!’
Immediately arooster crowed. And Peter
remembered the word of Jesuswho had
saidto him, ‘ Before the rooster crows, you
will deny Methreetimes’ So he went out
and wept hitterly” (Matthew 26:69-75).

Peter’sdenid shows the weakness of
our human frame. Had we stood in Peter’s
sandals at thisfrightening and tumultuous
time, we, too, would have denied Christ.
Peter denied Jesusthreetimes, and it
wasn't aseasoned Roman soldier who con-
fronted Peter; hisfirst two denialswereto
young women who questioned him about
his association with Jesus.

No doubt Peter showed some courage
by following, a adistance, thearresting
party into the courtyard of the high priest.
Yet he panicked when bystanders ques-
tioned him. Before alarm clockswere
invented, roogtersfaithfully served to signd
the crack of dawn. Therooster that crowed
at the precise point of Peter’sthird denial
was adhrill reminder of his professed con-
viction and loyalty. Thispiercing signdl
brought Jesus’ loving and patient words
to mind, and Peter wept bitterly because
he had betrayed His Master and friend.

Peter’s restoration
Later, after Jesuswas crucified, buried




and resurrected, seven of the apostles went
fishing with Peter (John 21). All night long
they fished but caught nothing. When the
sun rose the next morning they saw aman
ontheshore. It was Chrigt, although the
disciplesdidn’t know it was He.

Jesus said to them: “ Children, have you
any food?’ (verse5). They told Him they
hadn't caught anything. “ Cast the net on
theright side of the boat, and you will find
some’ (verse6).

They did as He suggested, and their
net was so loaded with fish they couldn’t
draw it in. Suddenly the apostle John rec-
ognized Jesus. “Itisthe Lord!” (verse7).
Peter, still impulsive, plunged into the
water and swam for shore. The other
apostlesfollowed in the boat, dragging
the net full of fish. When they cameto
land they saw afire bed of coalsand fish
spread out on it, along with some freshly
baked bread. Jesus had prepared amesl
for them. “Come and eat breakfast,” He
invited (verses 7-12).

After they hed eaten, Jesus asked Peter
aquestion: “Simon, son of Jonah, do you
love Me more than these?’ Peter answered
that hedid. “Feed My lambs” Jesus
replied. Again He asked Peter if heloved
Him. Peter again said, “ Yes, Lord; You
know that | loveYou.” “ Tend My sheep,”
Jesus responded (verses 15-16).

For the third time Jesus asked Peter,
“DoyouloveMe?" Peter was grieved that
Jesuswould ask him asimilar question
threetimes: “Lord, You know al things;
You know that | loveYou.” Jesusagain
said, “Feed My sheep” (verse 17).

This exchange reminds us of thetime
when Peter was questioned for his pro-
fessed loyalty to Jesus. Threetimes
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bystanders questioned Peter’s associa
tion with the Master. Now Jesus ques-
tioned Peter three times about hislove
for and loydty to Him. Christ's gentle
rebuke no doubt made a huge impression
onthedisciple.

Jesusthen told Peter where hisloyaty
and faithfulnesswould lead: “‘Most
assuredly, | say to you, when you were
younger, you girded yourself and walked
where you wished; but when you are old,
you will stretch out your hands, and
another will gird you and carry you where
you do not wish.” ThisHe spoke, Signifyir
by what death he would glorify God. And
when He had spoken this, He said to
him, ‘Follow Me” (verses 18-19).

A tool for God

On that last remarkable morning by
the Seaof Gdilee, Simon Peter had not
yet received the Holy Spirit—that divine
power that would transform this take-
action apogtleinto afaithful servant.

Not long after, on the Day of Pentecod,
God gave His disciplesthe promise of the
ages—thegift of His Spirit (Acts 2). From
that day on the apostleswere transformed
men, willing to risk their livesfor the sake
of Jesusthe Messiah (2 Corinthians 1:9).
Peter would faithfully feed and tend
Chrigt’s sheep and lambs, those whom
God would cal.

Peter delivered his sermon on that Pen-
tecost boldly and with conviction. For the
first time Peter redlized the power of God's
Spirit. That sermon characterized the
remainder of Peter’slife, alife dedicated
to God and mankind.

Following Peter's example

What does Peter’s example mean for
us? Can we see ourselvesin Peter’s experi-
ence on the windswept Seaof Galileeas
he stepped out of his boat onto the waves
of aroiling seato walk toward His Master?
Doweseeapardld in standing for God

and Histruths, truths that often go against
thegrain of our societies, neighborsand
families beliefs?

Peter was afisherman whom God
remade into afisher of men. Today Jesus
encourages usto feed His sheegp and tend
Hislambs. We are called to spread the
gospel to theworld and help prepare a peo-
plefor thefamily of God. We areto become
fishers of men and women. Thereisno
greater work or privilege on the face of the
earth, asaman caled Peter learned. Gv
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Leadership

Continued from page 6

debased hiskingdom by ingtituting idolatrous
Baal worship—which included child sacrifice
—under theincessant manipulation of his
pagan wife, Jezebe.

Thrilling accounts of daring, righteous
leadership abound in Scripture.

Esther, Jewish queen of the Pergian
Empire, courageoudy saved her peoplefrom
annihilation a the hands of the power-hungry
and greedy Haman by laying her own life
ontheline.

Jesus concepts and teaching about |eeder-
ship wererevolutionary. In stark contrast to
the prevailing ided s of leadership, He pro-
clamed to Hisfollowers. “You know that the
rulersof the Gentileslord it over them, and
thosewho are great exercise authority over
them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but
whoever desiresto become great among you,
let him be your servant. And whoever desires
to befirst among you, let him beyour dave’
(Matthew 20:25-27).

He condemned prominent menintherul-
ing classas* blind guides’ who *“outwardly
appear righteousto men, butingde. . . are
full of hypocrisy and lawlessness’ (Matthew
23:24, 28). He cdled the leaders hypocrites
(verse27), aGreek term for an actor whose
face was hidden behind amask.

Hypocritica |eaders, He said, are people
who pose as public servants but redly are
motivated by greed and public adultion.
Behind the mask and outward show they
aredifferent. Jesus said those leaders and
their followers are the blind leading the
blind who will both fall into aditch
(Matthew 15:14).

George Washington and Abraham Lincoln
both percelved that the Bible was essentid
ingpiration for aworthy leader. “It isimposs-
ble” Washington said, “torightly governthe
world without God and the Bible” Lincoln
congtantly read the Bible and prayed for
divine guidance as he agonized through the
Civil War.

Guidelines for leaders from
Washington and Moses

At Mount Vernon, the preserved country
edate of George Washington acrossthe
Potomac River from Washington, D.C., a
datue sandsasamemorid in asecluded gar-
den courtyard. Aninscription fromthe Bible,
engraved on the pedestd, givesusaglimpse
of Washington's valuesfor leadership.

The quotation—from the book of Exodus
—containsaligting of four character traits
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for leadershipinthetribes of Isragl under
the administration of Moses 3,500 years
ago: “I will givethee counsdl, and God shall
bewith thee. . . Thou shalt provide out of

al the people able men, such asfear God,
men of truth, hating covetousness; and place
such over them, to be rulers of thousands,
and rulersof hundreds, rulers of fifties, and
rulersof tens” (Exodus 18:19-21, King
JamesVersion).

Why arethese characteristics—of “ able
men, such asfear God, men of truth, hating
covetousness’ —necessary in righteous
leaders? L et’s examine why the American
founders prized each of thesetraitsin
evauating their leaders.

“Able men”

First, Moses selected able people. Men
and women of ability, expertise and experi-
ence are required for governing and repre-
senting others. Some systems of government
promote people to positions of leadership
because of patronage rather than merit. This
has dways been aproblem, evenin the
Western democracies.

Too often people are rewarded with
offices of political leadership based moreon
whom they know or how much money they
contribute than on their abilities. Inevitably
the public and thewhol e nation suffer asthe
inexperience, inability and unqualified char-
acter of poor leaders are exposed. Their lack
of vision, inahility to articulateit, bad policy,
poor decisions and failure to ingpire confi-
denceinthosein their sphere of influence
lead to mediocreresultsor failure.

The abilitiesto listen, tap and apply the
knowledge of others, understand the dynam-
icsof abroad array of Stuations, issuesand
conflictsand establish order and progress
through groupsall require a breadith of abil-
ity and experience. But merely having such
broad abilities does not guarantee the kind
of leadership that will benefit everyone.

"Such as fear God"”

The second traitin Mosss'slist isthe fear
of God. Intelligence and ability must be tem-
pered with arespect for the ultimate ruler of
mankind, our Creator. Fear of God means
theleader knows his placein the order of
thingsand iswilling to acknowledge the will
of God for dl people. The upright leader
must listen to God as his higher authority,
ultimate law giver and inspiration and source
of spiritua principles underlying sound
policy and decisions.

In hisfirst inaugural address, Washington
spent athird of the speech expounding

“providence’ (God's guidance and blessing)
and making “fervent supplicationsto that
Almighty Being who rulesthe universe.”

Solomon, an | sradlite king who started out
ontheright foot but |ater fell victimto the
perksand power of hisoffice, initialy under-
stood that proper respect for God isthe foun-
dation for right rulership. “ Thefear of the
Lorp isthe beginning of wisdom,” hewrote,
“and the knowledge of the Holy Oneis
undergtanding” (Proverbs 9:10).

Solomon should have better heeded these
wisdom-filled last words of hisfather, King
David: “Hewho rules over men must bejust,
rulinginthefear of God” (2 Samudl 23:3).

“Men of truth”

Thethird leedership trait on Moses slist
showsthat living redlistically and dealing
intruth arethe only way aleader can sustain
his effectiveness. Men of truth livein the
world of facts, not fictions.

If aperson genuinely seekstruth, he has
the courage, knowledge and wisdom to dedl
withit. Mature men and women of truth
know how to face the facts even about their
own shortcomings, make correctionsand
move on.

Theleader who isdishonest to others or
himself, who bends truth and manipulates
information to protect himsdf or delude oth-
ers, ultimately provesto be untrustworthy
and aliar. When such leaders gain promi-
nence and nationa office, they do great dam-
ageto respect for government, undermine
authority and weaken the standards and
mordity of anation’scitizens.

"Hating covetousness”

Thefourth leadership trait Moses cited
dedlswith leaders core motivation. Leaders
areto hate covetousness—the desireto take
what does not belong to us or hold onto what
isnot ours.

Power and authority intoxicate leaders.
JesustellsHisfollowersthey must counter-
act this corrupting tendency by focusing
on serving others, just asHe did (Matthew
20:25-28), rather than trying to gain power,
authority and wedlth for themselves.

Covetousness can take many forms. In
theworst cases covetous rulerstreat their
countries astheir persona fiefdoms, plun-
dering the economy for their own gain and
living in luxury while their countrymen suf-
fer. Some, after their downfall, have been
found to have stashed hundreds of millions
of dollars of looted fundsin secret overseas
bank accounts.

In other casesthe corruption ismore



subtle. In the United States the process of
electioneering for the high offices of the
presidency, Congress and state legidatures
requiresthat candidates continually solicit
monetary donations from interests who wish
toinfluence the officeholdersfor preferential
treatment on certainissues oncethey arein
office. Thisislargely an outgrowth of the
fact that government agencies and federa
and state laws greetly impact thelivelihoods
of people and businesses, who understand-
ably don't want to be disadvantaged by
government actions.

Covetous persons given positions of
power can harm good government when
they sabotage the development of other
able people whom they perceive asrivas
for the power they hold. Rather than gen-
uinely trying to serve others, they exercise
inordinate control over othersfor the benefit
of themselves.

Timeless standards

These four leadership criteriaare

Commentsabout The Good News

My boss's asd stant was sorting the mail,
and | happened towalk in as shewas going
to throw away thislife-filled magezine.
| know it wasn't by chance thet the July-
August issuelanded in my hands. There
must be something | need to know about
God and theworld around me. I'ma20-
year-old lady from Zimbabwe, and you
had an article about my country [“Africa
What's Behind the Zimbabwe Land Cri-
§5?’], which showed your concern about
forgotten Africa | thank and praise God for
your diligent work to further the gospel.

D.N., Chicago, lllinois

| noticed your magazinein my wife's
doctor’s office today and read al the way
through it (her doctor is often late when he
seeshispatients). | dmost took it hometo
read it al over again. | surely would appre-
ciate afree subscription like you offer, and
when | get back to work—I"m off on
gtrike—I'll consider asmall gift to your
magazine. \We need more of these around
the country.

RK., . Louis, Missouri

asrelevant now asthey were when written
3,500 years ago. Godly leadership puts
humility, concern for equity and justice
under the law ahead of the persona power
and interests of the leader.

These principles ensure that public offices
are occupied by public servantswho are
purely motivated to do the hard work of
public service. Such leadersare not jedous
or competitivefor their positions.

Morethan ever theworld needstrue leader-
ship. Itscharacter tratsare not hidden and will
never die. But they areiill hard to comehy.

It isthe message of this magazine that one
day these eternd spiritua standardswill be
the basisfor leadership practiced dl over the
earth. In contrast to today’sworld, in that day
leaderswill befocused on giving to others
rather than getting for themselves. Their am
will beto help everyonereach hisfull poten-
tial in aworld of peace, harmony and cooper-
ation free of burdensome governments and
oppressve leaders.

Andthat'sgood news! G

RECOMMENDED READING

You can find many principles of suc-
cessful leadership—and successinall
aspects of life—inthe pagesof the Bible.
The guidebook for
humanity isfilled with
advice about marriage,
friendships, family,
career, persond
finances, hedth and
much more. We've
compiled many
timelessprinciples  —_—_—_g
inabooket titled, approprl -
ately enough, Making Life \Work. We've
prepared another booklet, The Gospel of
the Kingdom, that shows how the world
will betransformed under proper leader-
ship. Both areyoursfreefor theasking
when you contact any of our offices
listed on page 2 or access our Web site
a www.gnmagazine.org.

Thank you for the magazine and other
booklets. Your outlook and approach to
world affairsare dwayslinked to areli-
giousviewpaint. Thishelpsto seethe
eventsaround usin adifferent way.

D.O'C., Mallow, Republic of Ireland

| thoroughly enjoy your magazine and

Biblestudies. | enjoyed your March-April
edition, especidly “What's Left Behind in
theRapture Theory?” | don't think thereare
many Chrigianswho do athoroughinvesti-
gation of Scripturewhen studying that doc-
trine. When it comesto studying any doctrine
that comesfrom the Bible, we should take
thewhale Bibleinitsentirety on the subject.

tters From Qur Readers

My children (young adults) have com-
mented, on more than one occasion, on some
of theartidles presented in your publication
after seeing itinmy gpartment. | would dso
liketo thank you for your dedicationto the
archaeologica pursuit of the Bible. Archaeol-
ogy isahobby of ming, sol am extremely
blessad whenever | can read about theWord
of God being verified through the findsthet
are presented in your magazine.
B.S, Troy, Ohio

Weat The Good Newsfirmly believe

that the Bibleis God's Word and that

archaeology isone of many proofsthat this
iSs0. For readerswho would like to further

M.D., Chicago Ridge, lllinois  verify the authenticity of the Bible, werec-

Thisisexcdlent advice and perfectly in
linewith Jesus declaration that we should
live by every word of God (Matthew 4:4;
Luke 4:4). We encourage our readers not
to smply accept what we say (or what they
have always heard or been taught), but to
search the Scripturesto prove the truth for

themsalves (Acts 17:11).
Archaeology and theBible
Your magazine hastruly been ablessing.

ommend our free bookletsIsthe Bible
True?and Life's Ultimate Question: Does
God Exist?

Published | etters may be edited for clar-
ity and space. Addressyour lettersto The
Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio
45254, U.SA,, or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org
(please be sureto include your full name,
city, state or province, and country).
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How Much Do You Know
About Heaven and Hell?

Take this short true-false quiz to find out.

[] The Bible clearly teaches that humans have an immortal soul. Fe
[] The Bible shows that heaven is the reward of the saved.

[] The apostle Peter plainly said that Israel’s King David, a man
“after God’s own heart,” went to heaven when he died.

[] The Scriptures teach that such faithful men and women as Noah,
Abraham, Sarah, Joseph, Moses and Rahab went to heaven as their reward.

[] The Bible tells us that the wicked will suffer for all eternity in an ever-
burning hell.

[] The Scriptures teach that Satan and his demons will torture the wicked
forever in hell.
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[] The Bible tells us that our immortal soul will go to either heaven or
hell when we die.

The correct answer to all of the above questions is false. If you missed
some, don't be surprised. After all, most of us have been routinely taught
that these teachings are found in the Bible. The Scriptures,
however, reveal something far different!

You don't believe us? For the Bible’s answer to question 1, read Ezekiel 18:20. To
find the answer to question 3, read Acts 2:29, 34. For the answer to question 4,
read Hebrews 11:39 and Jesus Christ’s words in John 3:13. You'll find the answer
to question 5 in Malachi 4:1-3.

You'll discover the answers to the other questions in our eye-opening new book-
let Heaven & Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach? You need to understand the
truth about what happens after death. Are some of your loved ones writhing in
eternal flames? Could a God of love sentence humans to an eternity of agony

in hell? Can we reconcile a loving God with a place of everlasting torment? Discover the

encouraging, inspiring truth from the pages of your Bible! .
United Church of God

For your free copy, contact any of our offices listed on : g”
. . . . an International Association
page 2, or visit our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org, www.gnmagazine.org j




