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Freedom of Choice

e prize our freedom of choice. We want freedom to choose what

we do and wherewe'll live. We want the liberty to decide how

we'll spend our time and money. We'll decide how to entertain
ourselves—what we'll listen to, what we' [l watch, what we'll read.

We'll decide how wewant to live and what standardswe'll live by. After dl,
we know what's best for ourselves, don't we?

Maybe not. Freedom of choice, you see, also involves freedom to make bad
decisions. decisionsthat are shortsighted and uninformed; decisionsthat will
come back to haunt us; decisions that |ook good on the surface but have
unforeseen, unintended conseguences.

We humans are notorioudly shortsighted. We're used to thinking in the here
and now, not considering where we' Il be and what we' Il have to deal with out
into the future. That kind of shortsightedness gets usinto serioustrouble.

A generation ago many Americans demanded greater freedom. They
wanted more freedom of speech and expression, so obscenity and pornogra-
phy lawswere struck down. Standardsin television, movies and music were
relaxed to the point that today virtually anything goes.

They demanded aright to privacy and freedom of choice that encompassed
al things sexual, including various sex acts, the number and sex of partners
and the meansfor prevention and even termination of unwanted pregnancies.
Judges and lawvmakers relaxed laws to accommodate their demands.

People a so demanded religious freedom—not freedom of religion, but free-
dom fromreligion. Religious authority and influence had to go lest they might
infringe on other freedoms. So school prayer was banned. God was evicted
from classrooms and government corridors and forbidden to show up in pub-
lic. Over time, even history books were rewritten to remove most referencesto
the strong Christian convictions and beliefs of America's founding fathers.

Now we wonder why rape, murder, robbery, assaullt, venereal disease,
divorce, illegitimate births, mental illness and awhole host of other socia
problems have grown dramatically.

Regrettably, other nations have followed the United States example. They,
too, are experiencing the sad consequences of their choices.

Why have so many presumably enlightened choices turned out so badly?
Quite smply, we didn’'t consider the consequences. We didn't appreciate why
certain standards had passed down from generation to generation. Nor did we
appreciate the original source of many of those standards.

The American founding fathers were clear about what they believed and
why. George Washington, the nation’sfirst president, stated that “it isimpossi-
bleto rightly govern the world without God and the Bible” John Adams, the
nation’s second president, said: “ Our Constitution was made only for amoral
and religious people. Itiswholly inadequate to the government of any other.”

In the same speech Adams noted that the government had no power “ capar
ble of contending with human passions unbridled by mordity and religion.”
He recognized that freedoms must be tempered by self-control, wisdom and
sound judgment rooted in biblical standards and values. Without them, free-
domislittle more than licenseto gratify our baser ingtincts and selfish desires.

Right and wrong ultimately come down to their long-term consequences.
Are the consequences good? Then the choices are likely right. Arethe conse-
quences bad? They're dmost dways the result of wrong decisionswe've made.

Theright choice regps widespread and |asting benefits. The choicethat ulti-
mately makes things worse—that produces suffering and problems—iswrong.

When it comesto choosing right and wrong, we should remember the words
of Mosesrecorded in Deuteronomy 30:19 when he presented his countrymen
achoiceregarding right and wrong: “1 call heaven and earth as witnesses today
againgt you, that | have set before you life and degth, blessing and cursing;
therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live”

—Scott Ashley
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Are we equipped
to decide right and
wrong for our-
selves? The record
of history isn't
encouraging, so is
it time we looked
somewhere else?

The Good News
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by Roger Foster

herecent U.S. presidentia election

focused attention on bitter divisonsin

society over moral behavior and ethical

vaues. Thewinner of the election, Presi-

dent George W. Bush, has promised to
change the tone of paliticsin Washington and
inditute anew civility in government. The scan-
dals of the Clinton years played amgjor rolein
heightening passions over issues of mora and
ethical standards.

At the heart of the current debate over moral-
ity liesacrucia question: Who hastheright to
decideright from wrong?

Theissuesthat so divided the United States
during the recent election cycle arered and dis-
hearteningly deep. They routingly dominate
newspaper headlines and television news. For
many, the issues have become personal cru-
sades. They haveincreasingly become litmus
tests for those who would hold public office or
those who would vote for them.

In many cases theseissues have divided fami-
liesand even generations. They define onthe
one hand what is politically correct and on
the other what is deemed intolerant or close-
minded. They increasingly affect the lives of
peopleal over theworld.

Issues that dominate

What are some of the issues—matters of
right and wrong—that divide us?

Abortion, homosexuaity and homosexual
rights usually top thelists. Other issuesrelating
to sex are aways hot topics. Is adultery really
wrong? |s promiscuity harmful?What'sthe
harmin lying about sex?After al, doesn't
everybody doit? Surely aperson’sprivate
life has no bearing on his performancein pub-
lic office or other positions of trust—or sowe
aretold.

Not far behind are drug use—including
decriminalization or reduced penaltiesfor use,
possession and distribution of illegal drugs.

Other distasteful mattersregularly make the
news. What exactly is pornography?What's
wrong with producing movies and television
showsthat glorify violence and illicit sex,

sincethat’'swhat people pay to see?

What about music? Isn't most popular music
smply aharmlessway to let off steam or amat-
ter of freedom of speech?Isthat ill the case
when music includes obscene lyricsthat pro-
mote shooting policemen, killing one's parents,
suicide, drug use, rape, sexud relationswith
minors, perverted sex and violencein general?
(If you think this sounds far-fetched, amusic
recording recently nominated as the album of
the year in the United Statesincluded many
such elements among its obscenity-laced lyrics)

We hear argumentsthat laws have to change
with the times. We're more enlightened now, the
reasoning goes, o we understand that things
that used to be taboo—Ilike many of thoselisted
above—redlly aren't o bad after al. We'rereg-
ularly told that such issues are Smply amatter
of persona choice, and no one has aright to
impose his standards and values on others.

Drawing lines on right and wrong

Those who believe that human beings should
have amost unlimited freedom to do asthey
please are on one side of the debate. Those
who believe in absolute standards that define
right from wrong are on the other. In between
are many who accept, to varying degrees,
arguments from both viewpoints.

What isthe solution to our dilemmas? The
scope of the issues—and what makes some-
thing right vs. what makesit wrong—can be
daunting. Discerning right fromwrongisa
challenge that reachesfar beyond the redlm of
the physical sciences. Theissuesinvolved can-
not be measured in meters and millimeters or
intonsand pounds. Spiritual qualities—such as
honor, respect and love—are the true standards
vital tothiscritical evauation process.

We must consider theimpact of our actions.
All our actions have consequences, good or bad.
What are the long-term effects on our lives?
How do consequences affect others? How do
they influence our relationships with family,
friends, community and society asawhole?

Virtualy everyone recognizesthat the needs
of theindividual must be tempered by the needs

Corbis Digital Stock
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of thelarger community. Any effective judg-
ment about what isright or wrong needsto
thoroughly balance the long-term value and
consequences of our actions againgt their
valuein satisfying our short-term needs,
pleasures and desires.

We are capable of recognizing many of
these critical issuesand seeing the need to
addressthem. But are we able to effectively
eval uate them so we reach conclusionsthat
will consistently benefit all people both now
and for generationsto come? The evidence
suggestswe are not.

What guidelines should we use?

Our disagreements are vast. Our con-
clusions and solutions consistently fall
short of theideal for several reasons.

Our primary weaknessis our tendency to
emphasize short-term personal gains over
long-term benefits. Our overriding desire
isto satisfy our needs and wants as quickly
aspossible. Understandably, this greatly
clouds our judgment.

Compounding the problem is our ten-
dency to view experiences—both persond
and historica—from vagtly different per-
spectives. These different perspectives
toward problems and solutions underscore
our need for a different reference point, for
unbiased and comprehensive guidancein
finding long-term solutions.

Who is quaified to give guidance about
right and wrong? Unless a Supreme Being
existswho revealsthe true answersto ques-
tions of right and wrong, we have nowhere
to turn for such guidance. So let’'s consider
theaternative.

If thereisno eternal truth, then al ques-
tions of right and wrong are merely amat-
ter of preference. Nothing isintrinsically
evil. We are free to choose the standards
we prefer and decide which ones should be

optional. We are free to determine our own
rules and systems for enforcing them, and
we can change the rules and systems how-
ever and whenever we pleaseto fit our
current desires and preferences.

Therefore, if we disagree with any aspect
of the established order we could, with no
pangs of conscience, challenge it—even
with force—should we have the conviction,
power and meansto do so. If we can recruit
enough supporters we can establish our
own system of lav—or lawlessness—as
we please. After all, if we can decide for
ourselveswhat isright or wrong, who
would have theright to judge our decisions
and actions?

Should we become really ambitious, we
can atempt to confront all who have differ-
ing views and impose our preferenceson
them. Obvioudly, if nothing isinherently
wrong, therewould exist no actud limits,
no red restraints that we would be obligated
to recognize. We would determine what is
right and whether to impose it on those who
areweaker and, in our view, less perceptive.
We would be the sole judges of good and
evil. Thewill of the strongest would prevail.

If this scenario seems hauntingly familiar,
it'sno wonder. It wasjust such reasoning
that led Adolf Hitler to launch World War 11.
He convinced himsalf and hisfollowersthat
he knew what was best for mankind. He
believed he should decide which humans
were superior and worthy of life and who,
being inferior, should be exterminated for
the good of the race. He believed he should
determine right from wrong. His goa wasto
impose his perceptions of an ideal world, a
1,000-year reich, on al of humanity—or a
least on al he deemed fit to survive.

If you were the judge of right and wrong
for theworld, would your values and stan-
dards be superior to those of Hitler?If so,

Photos, from left: © 2001 PhotoDisc, Inc., Corbis Digital Stock (2), © 2001 PhotoDisc, Inc. (2)

why? On what authority? What would give
you theright to lift your beliefs above his?

Facing an uncomfortable reality

Those who reject the belief that God
existsand that He revedl s standards of
behavior generaly refuseto face up to the
sobering implications of the view that man
isthe sole arbiter of right and wrong. They
hold the opinion that humans are progres-
svely evolving into naturally more ethical
beings. They contend that human natureis
fundamentally good. Therefore, according
to them, we have valid reason to trust our
collective judgment.

But there'saproblem with thisview:

It doesn't correspond to reality.

Inthelast century humanity has been
repeatedly threatened by thelikes of Hitler in
Europe, Pol PotinAsa, Saddam Hussainin
the Middle East and Slobodan Milosevicin
the Balkans, to name only afew. Force, not
reason, was required to prevent these despots
fromimposing their disastrous views of right
and wrong on even morevictims.

The number of armed conflicts and their
corresponding butchery in the supposedly
progressive 20th century alone were stag-
gering. Plenty of strongmen and would-be
dictatorsremain on the scene. Thetruthis
that clever tyrants gain power and wresk
havoc evenin our enlightened world. The
evidence suggestsno end isin sight.

The only societiesthat last for asignifi-
cant time are those that require accountabil-
ity by asystem of law (or traditionsthat
have the effect of law). Such societies
expect everyone to meet common standards
of behavior or face punishment.

Law defines obligations (what isright)
and unacceptable behavior (what iswrong)
for civilized societies. The mgjority of
human beings have proved unableto resolve
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their differences and conflictswith each
other without a clearly defined and enforce-
able system based on basic standards. So
thisbrings us back to our origina question:
Who should determine standards of what

is acceptable and unacceptable?

Although the situationisrapidly chang-
ing, for yearsthe foundation of many West-
ern nations legd codewasthe Bible (see
“One Nation—Under God?” page 8). In
its pages one claiming to be the Creator of
mankind assertsthat He alone hasthe right
to establish the rulesfor our behavior. He
alone understands man's spectrum of needs
and problems. He alone can set the stan-
dards and establish the laws that define
right and wrong, that help us understand
long-term consequences of our actions.

God's view, according to the Scriptures,
isthat truth can be defined, that eternal truth
doesexist. Only Hefully comprehends that
truth and can accurately communicate it to
us. Only He understands the distinctions
between right and wrong and where our
choiceslead. Only He clearly revealsthe
digtinctionsto us.

Let'scompare what He hasto say to
some of the current trendsin our supposedly
enlightened human thinking.

The secular view of right and wrong

The human perspectiveisthat we can dis-
cover dl thingsfor ourselves. Through tria
and error, discussion and compromise, we
will eventudly be ableto agree onajust
and fair set of principlesthat define moral
behavior and right and wrong.

That this has never happened, and we are
no closer together in our views today than
in the past, doesn’t seem to diminish our
high opinion of our own abilities. Some
among us are always eager to assure us that
abreskthrough isjust around the corner,
that humanity ison the brink of an era of
understanding and cooperation.

So let’'sexamine the redlity of wherewe
are. Sincethebiblical perspectiveisrepre-
sented asdivinetruth, let's consider how
leading academic and philosophical thinkers
view the very idea of truth.

In The Varnished Truth: Truth Telling and
Deceiving in Ordinary Life (1993), David
Nyberg, professor of philosophy of educa:
tion at the State University of New York,
Buffalo, promotestheview that dl truthis
relative. He believesit is essentia that we
accept and regularly practice aternatives
to being fully truthful. He makes statements
such as: “ Sometimesthe truth does not set
you freg; it destroys the sense of freedom
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that hope provides’ and “ To live decently
with one another, we do not need moral
purity, we need discretion.”

Professor Nyberg views deceit and sdlf-
deception, if discreetly used, asvauable
contributorsto socia stability. Hefavors
creative omissions of truth over blatant lies
to achieve hisnotion of beneficial decep-
tion. But he has no objection to “whitelies’
if they achieve what he would consider a
compassionate or noble result.

InTruthiin Context: An Essay on Plural-
ismand Objectivity (1998), Michael Lynch,

Jesus Christ expressed the same convic-
tion. Shortly before Hewas crucified He
prayed for those who would faithfully fol-
low Him: “They are not of theworld, just
as| amnot of the world. Sanctify them [set
them apart from the rest of the world] by
Your truth. Your word istruth. AsYou sent
Meinto theworld, | aso have sent them
into theworld. And for their sakes| sanctify
Myself, that they also may be sanctified by
thetruth” (John 17:16-19).

When Jesuswas ontria for Hislife,
Roman governor Pontius Pilate asked Him

Is truth definable? What is the basis for standards that
would distinguish right from wrong? Our best thinkers and

scholars cannot agree. So where do we find the answers?

assigtant professor of philosophy at the
University of Mississippi, promotesa
middle-of-the-road approach to truth. His
argument isthat truths may be relative, but
our concept of truth doesn’'t haveto be. Mr.
Lynch, however, finds little support for his
moderate views among his peers.

SissdaBok, in Lying: Moral Choicein
Public and Private Life (1989), examines
the growing debate over public and private
morality and addresses the prevalence of
lying and deception in law, family, medicine
and government. She courageoudly takes
our modern society to task for alowing
“little whitelies’ to be accepted as normal
behavior, challenging usto examinethe
effects of lying onindividuals, relationships
and society.

Theseviews reflect the division and
diversity in philosophical circles over funda
mental issues of right and wrong. But they
don’'t answer the big questions: Istruth
definable?What isthe basisfor standards
that would distinguish right from wrong?

Our best thinkers and scholars cannot
agree. So where do wefind the answers?

The biblical perspective

The Bible presentsthe view that truth is
definable, and basic truths are eternal. The
authors of all the books of the Biblewrote
that judgments about right and wrong
should dl be based on the true and accurate
judgments of God. David, king and prophet
inancient Israel, well expressed this biblica
point of view: “ The entirety of Your wordis
truth, and every one of Your righteousjudg-
ments endures forever” (Psalm 119:160,
emphasis added throughout).

if Hewere indeed aking aswas rumored.
Jesus responded: “ You say that | am aking.
For this| was born, and for this| cameinto
theworld, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongsto the truth listensto My
voice” Pilae’sjaded response was, “What
istruth?’ (John 18:37-38, New Revised
Standard Version).

Modern cynicism about whether itis
possible for truth to be both defined and
eternally consistent is not new. Those who
have lacked faith in the Scriptures have
long struggled with the impossibility of
human beings arriving a consistent and
useful views of right and wrong. Our per-
petually conflicting perspectives are enough
to cause any thinking person—except one
fully trusting the Creator God—to despair
of humanity’s ability to discover standards
and valuesthat arejust and applicableto all
human beings.

Likeit or not, we need God asthe arbiter
of the controversy. Unless God exists and
revedsthe basisfor our standards and val-
ues, we have nowhere to turn for guidance.
There smply exists no credible evidence
that humanity asawholeisany better now
than in the past. Even though our knowl-
edge hasdramaticaly increased in relaion
to past centuries, our inhumanity toward our
fellowman aso has markedly increased in
the past century.

Itistime wefaced the facts and quit
hiding behind avain hope that we are on
the brink of enlightenment through our
own efforts.

A book of principles
TheBible claimsto be God'srevelation

-
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to mankind. But what isthe Bible? What
doesit teach about God's expectations of
human beings?

Morethan on anything else, the Bible
ishuilt on principles. Jesus explained that
everything God's prophetswrote as His
revelation falls under two great, overriding
principles. “ Then one of them, alawyer,
asked Himaquestion. . .,  Teacher, which
isthe great commandment inthelaw? Jesus
saidto him, *“You shal love the Lorp your
God with al your heart, with al your soul,
andwith al your mind.” Thisisthefirst and
great commandment. And the second islike
it: “You shall love your neighbor asyour-
self.” On these two commandments hang
al the Law and the Prophets ™ (Matthew
22:35-40).

All questions about relationship standards
and valuesfall into these two categories.
They reflect our attitudes and actions toward
God and each other.

The author of the book of Hebrews
explained to the early Christians. *For
though by thistime you ought to be teach-
ers, you need someoneto teach you again
thefirst principles of the oracles of God;
and you have come to need milk and not
solid food. For everyone who partakes only
of milk isungkilled in the word of righteous-
ness, for heisababe. But solid food
belongsto thosewho are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil”
(Hebrews5:12-14).

Discernment comes from understanding
how to wisely and appropriately apply
thetimelesslaws and principles God has
revealed. The Bible contains many com-
mands and sample judgments, all reveded
to usthrough God's prophets. Those com-
mands and judgments reveal how God
thinks. They teach us His perspective, His
point of view. Thosewho trust God respect
and emulate Histhinking and perspective.
In so doing they gain wisdom and learnto
apply biblica principleswisdly.

Misunderstanding the Bible

It'simportant that we grasp the concept
of biblica revelation. Many objectionsto
the Bible as man's standard for determining
right from wrong are based on amisunder-
standing of the purpose of the Scriptures.
Arguments about the Bible's “ absol ute stan-
dards’ are often mideading. The Bible does
et certain absolute guidelines. But that is
not the whole story.

For example, many Jewish people have
long believed that the perspective of law

adopted by Western nations does not do jus-
ticetothe part of the Biblethat iscaled the
Lanv—the Torah (especidly thefirst five
books of the Biblewritten by Moses). Torah
means“teachings’ in Hebrew. It implies
guideinesfor theright way tolive. It was
written asthe basisfor righteous discernment.

Many of the laws of the Biblefall into
the category of what can be called “case
law”; that is, they are examples of how
God judged particular cases or situations
S0 appointed judges could rightly discern
the principlesthat should be applied to
similar cases.

Since the Scriptures reveal many prin-
ciples pertaining to righteousness, godly
judgments are supposed to take into con-
Sderation all principles applicableto the
Stuation. Thiscallsfor wisdom based on
thorough knowledge and understanding
of the Scriptures.

Therefore, wisely applying the Scriptures
requires much more than merely checking
aligt of absolute or inflexible statutes, as
some have incorrectly perceived. It requires
those who would be skilled in discerning
right fromwrong to “grow up in dl things
into Him who isthe head—Christ”—whose
understanding and judgment in righteous-
ness serve as our example (Ephesians 4:15).
That iswhy the apostle Paul wrote, “Do
your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, aworkman who does not need
to be ashamed and who correctly handles
theword of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15, New
International Version).

Thebook of Proverbstells uswhere and
how to seek out the kind of wisdom that will
help usliveaway of life beneficid toall:
“My son, if you receive my words, and trea-
sure my commands within you, so that you
incline your ear to wisdom, and apply your
heart to understanding; yes, if you cry out
for discernment, and lift up your voice for
understanding, if you seek her assilver, and
search for her asfor hidden treasures, then
you will understand the fear of the Lorp,
and find the knowledge of God.

“For the Lorp giveswisdom; from His
mouth come knowledge and understanding;
He stores up sound wisdom for the upright;
Heisashield to those who walk uprightly;
He guardsthe paths of justice, and preserves
theway of His saints. Then you will under-
stand righteousness and justice, equity and
every good path. When wisdom enters your
heart, and knowledgeis pleasant to your
soul, discretion will preserve you; under-
standing will keep you, to deliver you from
theway of evil .. " (Proverbs 2:1-12).

The ultimate question

None of thisadvice from the Bible makes
any sense, however, unless God exigts. If
weareto believe that God isthefina deter-
miner of right and wrong, we need to be
assured that Hisexistenceisnot just a
figment of religious people’simagination.

But how can we know?Where can we
find the answer to this supreme question?
We obvioudly could use some solid evi-
dencethat God isredl, that His existence
iscertain.

The Good News writers have carefully
examined and compiled just such evidence
in one of our newest booklets. Thischd-
lenging volume carefully examinesthe
flawsin the arguments against God's exis-
tence. It showsthat the red evidenceis
overwhelmingly in favor of His existence—
especidly startling new evidence from
recent scientific discoveries. You need to
read, for example, how scientific advances
are demongtrating the utter impossibility
of the spontaneous generation of life from
nonliving substances.

We have prepared another booklet, The
Ten Commandments, to explain clearly—in
plain language—the foundationa principles
behind God's laws that defineright from
wrong. For an in-depth explanation of why
we should think, feel and behave according
to God's principles, be sureto request your
free copy of The Ten Commandments along
with the booklet Life's Ultimate Question:
Does God BExigt?

You'll then be on your way to under-
standing why God has determined right
fromwrong and wants to share that
priceless knowledge with you. G

Recommended Reading

Does God
exist? Canyou
know for sure?
Besureto request
your free copy
of Life'sUltimate
Question: Does
God Exigt?

Alsobesureto
request your copy of The Ten Com-
mandments, which explainshow God's
lawsreved Histhinking and the solu-
tionsto so many of our problems. For
your free copies, contact any of our
officeslisted on page 2, or visit our Web
site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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One Nation—Under God?

The Pledge of Allegiance, long recited by U.S. schoolchildren, acknowledges the United
States as “one nation under God.” But does God have a place in America today?

ident marked the 42nd time Americans

had witnessed an orderly, peaceful and
voluntary transfer of power and authority
from oneleader to another.

Inthehigtory of nationsthat isaremark-
able and unprecedented accomplishment. It
isatestimony to thewisdom of the nation’s
forefathersthat the United States has enjoyed
such along, peaceful, prosperous history.

What principleswerein the mindsof the
forefethersthat alowed them to indtitute such
aremarkably stable, farsghted system of
government? On what values did they build
their new nation?

An unbiased study of American history
showsthose principlesand vdues are
based squarely on the book on which Presi-
dent GeorgeW. Bush in January placed his
left hand as he took the oath of office—
theBible.

The United Stateswas founded on Chris-
tian idedls and va ues by men who were, for
themost part, strongly and deeply religious.

Theofficid oath of office, aswritten by
thefounding fathers, sates: “1 do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully execute
the office of president of the United States,
and will to the best of my ahility, preserve,
protect and defend the Congtitution of the
United States”

When George Washington was swornin as
the nation’sfirst president in 1789, he sponta-
neoudy added “| swear, so help me God,”
and kissed the Bible. As near ashistorians
cantel, every president since hasfollowed
Washington'sexamplein adding “so help me
God” at theend of the presidentia oath.

T he January inauguration of anew pres-

Growing American disunity

Though you rarely read about it in modern
history books, the religiousfaith of the
founding fathers guided the deliberations that
formed the foundation of the United States
legal system and established the standard by
which they expected the nation to operate.

But today, rather than being the glue
that in past years bound the country and
its|leaderstogether, religion—specificaly
religion based on the Bible—has become

8 The Good News

by James Capo

apoint of contention.

The Cabinet nomineefor the new presi-
dent’s administration who drew the sharpest
criticismin Senate hearings, former Missouri
governor and senator John Asheroft, was
denounced by abroad range of specid-
interest groups (and some senators) who
argued that his Bible-based beliefs rendered
him unfit for a position asthe nation’s chief
|aw-enforcement officer.

Although many grest things have teken
placein the United States, and it remainsthe
undisputed leader of the freeworld, we see
many disturbing trendswithinitsborders.
Thevery factorsthat contributed to making
Americagreat are seldom stressed by its
leaders and often are hotly criticized. What
doesthis mean? Hasthe United States ot
itsway?Whereisthe country headed?

Guided by the Bible

The grestness of the nation was once
inseparably linked initscitizens mindswith
the nation’s respect for God and the princi-
plesof mordity and character taught in the
pages of the Bible.

Asddegatesfromthe gatesmet to craft a
nationa condtitution in the summer of 1787,
Benjamin Franklin, governor of Pennsylver

nia, addressed the group: “If asparrow cannot
fall to the ground without His[God'g] notice,
isit probablethat an empire can rise without
Hisaid?We have been assured, Sir, inthe
Sacred Writings, that ‘ except the Lord build
the House, they labor invainthat buildit.”

Franklin then called on the group to offer
regular, daily prayer to ask for God'sassis-
tanceand blessingsin their deliberations
(William Federer, America’s God and
Country Encyclopedia of Quotations, 1996,
pp. 248-249).

Presidentsand paliticiansroutinely made
mention of God and biblical principlesin
thelr public statements. In 1778 James Madi-
son, aprimary architect of the Congtitution
and afuture president, remarked: “We have
staked the whole future of American civiliza:
tion, not upon the power of government, far
fromit. We have staked thefuture of &l of
our palitical indtitutions. . . upon the capecity
of eachand dl of usto govern oursalves. . .
according to the Ten Commandments of
God” (Federer, p. 411, emphasis added).

You can dmogt hear these ancient words
of Moses echoing inthewords of thefound-
ing fathers. “ Surely | havetauight you statutes
and judgments, just asthe Loro my God
commanded me, that you should act accord-
ing to themin theland which you go to pos-
sess, Therefore be careful to obsarvethem;
for thisisyour wisdom and your understand-
inginthe sight of the peopleswho will hear
al these statutes, and say, ‘ Surely this great
nationisawise and understanding people’”
(Deuteronomy 4:5-6).

Thefoundersof the United States wanted
God'sblessing on their endeavor and gener-
aly recognized Hislaws astheir guiding
principles. They knew the nation’s success
and greatnesswould comein proportion
to thefavor God granted it.

Regrettably, we seldom find such state-
ments by the founding fathersin modern
history books. Most have been deliberately
expunged. But, when you do find them, they
clearly reveal the thoughts and beliefs that
motivated these men. Let'snotice afew
such comments:

Patrick Henry, member of the Continental
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Congress and five-time governor of Virginia,
declared: “It cannot be emphasized too
grongly or too often that thisgreat nation
wasfounded . . . by Chrigtians; not on reli-
gions[denominations], but on the Gospel

of Jesus Chrigt” (Federer, p. 289).

John Adams, member of the Continental
Congress and second president of the United
States, remarked: “Our Condtitution was
made only for amora and areligious people.
[tiswholly inadequate to the government of
any other” (Federer, pp. 10-11).

His son, John Quincy Adams, thesixth
presdent, stated: “. . . The Dedaration of Inde-
pendencefirst organized the socid compact on

thefoundation of the Redeemer’'smission
uponeath. .. Itlaid the cornerstone of human
government upon thefirst precepts of Chris-
tianity .. (Federer, p. 18, emphasisadded).

These bold men were outspoken in declar-
ing that they had founded the United States
and itsgovernment on Chrigtian principles.

Politica -science professors at the Univer-
sity of Houston assembled 15,000 writings
from the founding fathers as aresearch proj-
ect that lasted 10 years. They isolated 3,154
direct quotes cited by the founding fathers.
They discovered that these men quoted from
the Biblefour times more often than any
other source.

Morethan athird of their quotes came
directly from the Scriptures. They took
another 60 percent from writerssuch as
William Blackstone (who wrote the then-
standard text on law) who relied onthe Bible
informing their conclusions. All told, the
professorsfound that 94 percent of their
quiotations had some hiblical foundation.

Government modeled on Scriptures

TheBible, mord principles and aconstant
looking to God for guidance were sointegral
to thethinking and acting of the mgjority of
thefounding fathersthat they influenced even

Continued on page 15

Separation of Church and State?

Congress “shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof . . ."

The first U.S. Congress adopted the first 10 amendments, known
as the Bill of Rights, in 1791. The First Amendment went through
extensive discussions and nearly a dozen drafts. They show the clear
intent of the founding fathers—that they didn’t want one Christian
denomination running the nation. They did, however, firmly believe
Christianity and biblical principles should be a part of American life.

The courts recognized this. For example, in a unanimous 1799
decision the Maryland Supreme Court declared: “By our form of gov-
ernment, the Christian religion is the established religion; and all sects
and denominations of Christians are placed on the same equal foot-
ing, and are equally entitled to protection in their religious liberty”
(William Federer, America’s God and Country Encyclopedia of
Quotations, 1996, p. 422).

In 1801 a Danbury, Conn., Baptist church wrote to President
Thomas Jefferson after hearing a rumor that Congregationalism was
to be made the national religion. Jefferson wrote back assuring
members of the church that the First Amendment built “a wall of
separation between church and state.”

For a century and a half the common understanding of the First
Amendment was that it prohibited establishing or sanctioning a sin-
gle national Christian denomination. It was to keep government out
of religion, not the other way around. Policies and rulings reflected
that understanding.

For example, in 1854 a report of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives' judiciary committee stated: “ At the time of the adoption of the
Constitution and its amendments, the universal sentiment was that
Christianity should be encouraged, but not any one sect [denomina-
tion]. . . In this age, there is no substitute for Christianity . . . That was
the religion of the founders of the republic and they expected it to
remain the religion of their descendants” (David Barton, America’s
Godly Heritage video presentation, 1993).

The same committee later stated that “the great vital and conser-
vative element in our system [the component that conserves and
holds the system together] is the belief of our people in the pure doc-
trines and the divine truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ” (Barton).

In the 1870s a group lobbied to have specific Christian principles
removed from government. The courts cited Jefferson’s letter not to
support that removal, but to prove that it was permissible to main-
tain Christian values, practices and principles in official policy. For the
next 15 years during that controversy, the courts used Jefferson’s let-
ter to insure that Christian principles remained a part of government.

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution directs that

Jefferson’s letter was then largely ignored until 1947, when, in the
case of Everson vs. Board of Education, the Supreme Court quoted it.
However, the justices quoted only his phrase about separation of
church and state, not the context. They wrote: “The first amendment
has erected a wall between church and state. That wall must be kept
high and impregnable.”

This was a new philosophy for the courts. The phrase began to be
used repeatedly as an indication of the wishes and intent of the
founding fathers. In 1962 the Supreme Court made its first ruling
(Engel vs. Vitale) that completely separated Christian principles from
public education when it struck down school prayer. The case was
over the use of a voluntary, 22-word nondenominational prayer in
public schools. The prayer acknowledged God only once, while the
Declaration of Independence acknowledges God four times. But
somehow this prayer was unconstitutional.

In the 1962 case the court redefined the meaning and application
of the word church. Before 1962 the court had defined a church as
being an established denomination. Observes David Barton: “Now
the word was redefined to mean any religious activity performed in
public. Now the first amendment would not simply prohibit estab-
lishing a federal denomination, it would prohibit religious activities
in public settings.”

School prayer was the first casualty of the new definition. Engel vs.
Vitale was the first case in Supreme Court history to cite no court
precedents. Within 12 months, in two more cases, the Supreme Court
justices removed Bible classes and religious instruction from public
schools. In explaining their reasoning, the majority opinion stated: “If
portions of the New Testament were read without explanation, they
could be. . . psychologically harmful to the child. . .” (Barton). This was
the second time in a year that the court had issued a ruling without
citing a legal precedent for its decision. No precedent could be found.

The courts have continued to expand the “separation” doctrine
over the years. In 1967 the Supreme Court even declared a four-line
nursery rhyme unconstitutional in a kindergarten class. \Why? Because,
though the word God was not mentioned, if someone were to hear
the rhyme he might think it was talking about God. So out it went.

Subsequent court rulings have gone as far as to declare it uncon-
stitutional for a copy of the Ten Commandments to hang in a school
hallway and for teachers to have a Bible visible on their desks. Increas-
ingly, Americans no longer enjoy freedom of religion; we are saddled
with freedom from religion.

Prophecy reveals that the consequences of this new direction will
be disastrous. God holds not only individuals but nations accountable
for their choices.
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World N and Trends

An Overview of Conditions Around the World

The specter of bioterrorism

According to Foreign Affairs magazine, several nations
besides the United States possess biological weapons: Iraq,
Iran, Syria, Libya, China, North Korea, Russia, Israel, Taiwan
and possibly Sudan, India, Pakistan and Kazakhstan. Poten-
tially more serious is that militant political groups around the
world seek either to develop or buy biological weapons for
possible terrorist use.

Smallpox would be particularly deadly as a weapon in the
bioterrorism arsenal. It kills one in three of its victims and blinds
and disfigures many others. In 1980 the disease was declared
extinct by the World Heath Organization. Yet the virus lives
on, legitimately, in hundreds of vials stored in heavily secured
laboratories in Russia and America.

The Times reported that “the threat of a smallpox epidemic
caused by bioterrorism is so serious that the U.S. is pouring
money [$177 million a year] into developing an antidote”
(emphasis added). A fresh outbreak would be particularly dev-
astating because the vast majority of people have no immu-
nity to the virus, since routine vaccinations have not been
available for decades.

That such a threat could even exist in a supposedly civilized
world and that some few could actually contemplate using
this and even more horrendous weapons on other human
beings is mute testimony that something is drastically wrong
somewhere. No wonder Jesus Christ urged us to pray “Thy
Kingdom come.” (Sources: The Times [London], Foreign
Affairs magazine.)

Decline of Christianity in Britain and Europe

The Scotsman recently observed that “Christianity is cling-
ing on in Britain—but perhaps for not too much longer.”
What's behind this grim assessment?

Churches grew in Britain up to the beginning of the 20th
century. From then, although the trend was a decline in
growth for 50 years, the statistics occasionally fluctuated
upwards, and church membership rose in the early 1950s.

“Christianity is clinging on in Britain—but
perhaps for not too much longer.”

Then the '60s marked the beginning of a long free fall in
church membership and attendance.

Two plausible reasons have been suggested for the
decline: the loss of so many British men during two world
wars and the growth of secularism. The archbishop of York,
David Hope, recently said: “There are deep spiritual yearn-
ings, longings. Large numbers of people say they pray. But
they are not into religion.” Dr. Hope blamed the church for
not addressing the problem and helping people who find
themselves spiritually adrift.

Of course, the decline is not confined to the British Isles.

For example, the phenomenon is common to Western
Europe and Scandinavia. As Newsweek magazine recently
reported: “Modern Europe is a postreligious society. More
accurately, what was once the heartland of Christendom is a
post-Christian society. Throughout the Continent churches
stand empty.”

To gain a perspective on why:Christianity has declined in
effectiveness on a global scale, please request our free book-
let The Church Jesus Built. (Sources: Newsweek magazine
[Atlantic edition], The Times [London].)

Understanding the Bible in America

According to an article in The Washington Times, “most
Americans believe the Bible is more factual than newspapers,
but find their daily newspaper easier to read.” A recent sur-
vey suggests that many Americans would be more willing to
study the Bible if it could be more palatably packaged and
easier to understand.

Many readers found that the most difficult part of the Bible
to read and understand is the creation account in Genesis.
Their confidence in its narrative and teaching is not backed by
personal knowledge and understanding.

The United Church of God has always been concerned
about the growing gap between general belief in the Bible
andreal knowledge and understanding of its contents. That is
why we have prepared and published two free booklets that
will help make God's Word more plain and user-friendly.
Please request Is the Bible True?, which addresses and explains
the creation account, and How to Understand the Bible.
(Source: The Washington Times.)

Indonesia plagued by corruption
and vigilantes

Indonesia is a far-flung nation of 17,000 islands. It began as
a modern state in 1949, emerging from the Dutch colonial
regime. It has a long history of violence. The English expres-
sion “to run amok” comes from an Indonesian term, amuk,
meaning to attack furiously.

Arnold Beichman, a research fellow at the Hoover Institu-
tion and a newspaper columnist, writes that Indonesia is listed
by “the World Bank as the most crooked state in the world.”
Its citizens claim that people must carry out their own justice
because the police and courts do not.

Death penalties are meted out for such crimes as stealing
motorcycles, Nike sandals-and even ducks. Punishment
is often immediate and on the spot, carried out by street
mobs. Mere * accusation is sometimes enough proof.
Undoubtedly people have been executed for petty crimes
they didn’t commit.

Indonesia sits on the edge of anarchy. Part of the problem
lies in the modern roots of the country. There is no common
language, no common culture, no compelling national
identity and apparently no real will for its residents to
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live together as a nation. Those privileged to live under the rule
of law-and at least a modicum of political stability should thank
God. (Sources: The Los Angeles Times, The Washington Times.)

The tenacious grip of syphilis

Los Angeles Times health writer Julie Marquis tells us that
“syphilis,-a centuries-old human scourge, sustains itself these
days on a noxious brew of poverty, racial inequality and
hopelessness.” Yet some people think the disease died with
Al Capone.

Unlike the epidemic of AIDS, syphilis is easily prevented and
easily cured when discovered early. Officials are particularly

“Syphilis, a centuries-old human scourge,
sustains itself these days on a noxious brew
of poverty, racial inequality and hopelessness.”

concerned because the persistence.of syphilis reflects a glaring
example of racial disparity in rates of infection. Wrote Mar-
quis: “African Americans accounted for 75 percent of cases in
1999, with rates 30 times higher than for whites.”

Although high concentrations of syphilis are rare inthe
United States, they do occur in certain countries where dia-
betes, tuberculosis, infant mortality, drug infestation, prosti-
tution, unemployment and a host of other societal ills happen
in frightening numbers. Today.syphilis. is a disease that is pri-
marily found in areas of unmitigated poverty and general ill
health. (Source: The Los Angeles Times.)

Prussian revival?

Prussia—a nation that was part of what is today eastern
Germany—was dissolved by the Allies as a country shortly
after World War Il because it was viewed as a militaristic and
reactionary power contributing to the rise of Adolf Hitler. Yet
this year is labeled “Prussian Year 2001” as Germany suddenly
rediscovers a passion for.all things Prussian. Exhibitions and
events describing Prussian themes are planned in-museums
and other cultural institutions across Germany:

Three centuries ago Fredericklll of Brandenburg (near
Berlin) had himself crowned Frederick |, king of Prussia. The
state is historically regarded as the dominant force in the cre-
ation of a united Germany in 1871. Today Eberhard Diepgen,
mayor of Berlin (the capital city of old Prussia), is a prime sup-
porter of a plan to reconstruct the former Imperial-Palace
of East Berlin, a baroque castle razed by the Communists
in 1953.

Prussian efficiency and military effectiveness are seen as
sadly lacking in modern Germany. But the world cannot afford
to ignore any significant movement in Germany in 2001.
(Sources: The Sunday Telegraph [London], Independent on
Sunday [London], The Scotsman.)

AIDS safe-sex campaigns ineffective

“... HIV infections are disturbingly common among gay
men of all races in their 20s, especially considering that they
grew up knowing how AIDS spreads,” says an Associated Press
report on the recent eighth annual Retrovirus Conference
in Chicago.

One possible reason for this trend is that “homosexual men
have grown complacent about catching HIV because effective

treatments can hold the disease in check. Some of these gay
men may be more likely to have risky sex.” There is no known
cure for AIDS. Drugs developed over the last few years,
though, have proved effective in prolonging life with HIV, the
AIDS virus.

The study, which surveyed 2,401 homosexuals 23 to 29 years
old between 1998 and 2000, found remarkable differencesin
HIV infections among different racial groups. In-large cities
almost a third of homosexual black men were found to be
infected, along with 15 percent of Hispanics, 7 percent of
whites and 3 percent of Asians.

When the ‘AIDS epidemic started 20 years ago, most of
those with AIDS were homosexual white men. Now just over
half of the 40,000 new HIV infections in the United States each
year occur among blacks. Among women, infected blacks
outnumber whites by almost four to one.

Although African-Americans and other blacks view these
statistics with alarm; thousands of miles away the AIDS epi-
demic continues to affect large areas of Africa. In some
countries in sub-Saharan Africa more than a quarter of
adults are infected. In some villages virtually all adultsin the
peak sexually active years (15-45) have died, leaving grand-
parents to bring up children, many of whom were born
with HIV.

Campaigns to promote safe sex do not seemto be working.
The only real answer is the often-criticized but thoroughly
effective biblical solution: no.sexual activity outside of the
marital relationship. (Source: Associate Press.)

TV ups dosage of sexual content

According to a study conducted for the Henry J. Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation, “sexual content on television has risen sharply
since 1997, showing up'in two of every three programs last
season.” Researchers found “sexual content in 68 percent of
the 1999-2000 [television] shows studied, compared with 56
percent in 1997-98.”

An Associated Press report adds: “Such content includes talk
about sex, flirting, kissing, intimate touching and depictions
of intercourse.”

Although shows in which teens talk about or have sex “are

“Sexual content on television has risen
sharply since 1997, showing up in two
of every three programs last season.”

twice as likely to include discussion of the risks or responsibili-
ties compared with all other programs with sexual content,”
researchers. found. that “more teen characters are being
depicted engaging in intercourse. In 1997-98, teenagers rep-
resented 3 percent of all characters having sex; in the new
study, the figure had tripled to 9 percent.”

Christian parents need to be vigilant in‘helping their chil-
dren and teenagers make wise viewing choices. The Bible
warns us to “be sober, be vigilant” in guarding-against our
“adversary the devil” (1 Peter 5:8). Ephesians 2:2 describes
Satan as “the prince of the power of the air.” Television,
movies and music are ways he negatively influences our
youngsters (see “Lead Us Not Onto Temptation Island,” page
12). (Source: Associated Press.)

—John.Ross Schroeder and Melvin Rhodes
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Lead Us Not Onto
Temptation Island

A titillating television show pushes the bounds of accepted morality even
further while presenting only the seamy—and steamy—side of the story.

ted” couplesare flown to atropica
idand and immediately separated,

sent to opposite ends of theidand. There
they mix with atractive members of the
opposite sex especialy chosen for their
temptation value.

During the following two weeks, each
of the original eight people must go on five
dateswith the hired tempters. Camerasare
theretorecord it al in weekly episodes.
Adding to the voyeurigtic interest isthe pro-
ducer’s use of videotapes sent back from the
other end of theidand so each idander can
seehisor her partner’s behavior, in some
cases provoking anger and jealousy.

Temptation Idand isthe latest hit televi-
sion seriesin the United States, boosting its
network’sratingsto arecord high for asin-
gle show. Many people probably watch it
just to see the scantily clad sexy young
adultswho are the stars of the program.
Most viewers are soon hooked on the series,
watching to see which couples stay faithful
and which do nat.

The premiseissimple. Four “commit-

New twist on selling sex

The seriesis controversia, condemned
by parents, profamily organizations and reli-
gious groups. Seldom mentioned isthat the
couples participating in the series are not
married but were living together before they
journeyed to “ Temptation Idland,” whichis

by Melvin Rhodes

really Ambergris Caye, off the coast of
Belizein Centrad America

Whatever the intentions, the effect of the
show isto encourage promiscuity. Soap
operas have donethisfor years. The differ-
enceisthat most people realize sogps are
fiction, but this show isfact. It portraysa
promiscuousway of life asexciting and fun.
It legitimizes the destruction of relationships
purely for sex.

Theirony isthat the participants are obvi-
oudly searching for meaningful long-term
relationships, just like everyone else.

The program does great harminthisarea,
not just for those on the show but for its
viewers. With a congtant enphasis on physi-
cal appearance and pleasure at the expense
of everything else that'sinvolved when two
people commit themselves to each other for
life, loving relationships are made far more
difficult if not impossible.

Thisisthe point we have cometo at the
beginning of the 21t century: All too many
peoplein Western countries seem incapable
of remaining in a committed lifelong and
loving relationship, even though most peo-
ple professto want one. They havelittleidea
how to achievetheir desired godl. Shows
such as Temptation Idand only make it
more difficult.

Prophesied obsession
The constant emphasis on sexua adven-

turethat isadaily festure of television pro-
gramsand moviesisastartling reflection of
the apostle Paul’s prophecy about society
“inthelast days” “For menwill belovers of
themselves,” hewrote. They will be“boast-
ers” “proud,” “unloving,” “without self-
control,” “lovers of pleasure rather than
loversof God” (2 Timothy 3:1-4).

Of course, people have aways broken
God'slawsthat define mordlity, but the ram-
pant pursuit of sensual pleasureswith solit-
tleregard for the consequences seemsto
have reached unprecedented levelsinthe
modern West.

No recent precedent pointsto wherethese
trends may lead. Almost all culturesdown
through history have had marriage customs
and laws o protect the unique relationship
of marriage. Although divorce under certain
circumstances was permitted in ancient
Isradl, Jesus said thiswas anything but the
ided (Matthew 19:8). This had not been
God'sintention, although He permitted
Mosesto alow divorce “because of the
hardness of [their] hearts”

Few have aconcept of fidelity, defined
in Callins Standard Reference Dictionary
as“faithful devotion to duty, obligations
or vows.” Thisincludesthe marriage vows.
The Bible, God'sinstruction book for man-
kind, gives us the Ten Commandments,
which include the Seventh Commandment,
“You shall not commit adultery.”

Yes, Television Is Getting Sleazier

12

dation shows that, yes, sexual content in television
programs has risen sharply in the last two years.

An analysis of 1,114 prime-time shows aired on the major tele-
vision networks and cable channels in 1999 and 2000 shows that 68
percent contained talk about sex or depictions of sexual activity
ranging from flirting and kissing to intercourse.

A similar study only two years ago tabulated sexual content in

Ajust-published study from the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foun-

The Good News

56 percent of prime-time programs.

Researchers found that sexual content was highest in movies,
with almost nine of 10 containing references to sex. Comedies and
soap operas weren't far behind, with sexual references in 84 per-
cent and 80 percent of such programs, respectively.

Meanwhile, only one in 10 shows discussed personal responsi-
bility or risks associated with inappropriate sexual behavior. Sadly,
the dominant message is coming through loud and clear.
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Adultery issexud relationswith someone
other than one's spouse. While the Seventh
Commandment specifically prohibitsamar-
ried person from having sex with someone
who is not the person’s spouse, in principle
it coversall forms of sexua sin.

Paul writesin 1 Corinthians 6:18, “ Flee
fornication” (King JamesVersion). He
comments that “ he who commits sexual
immorality sinsagainst his own body” —a
warning of the possibility of sexualy trans-
mitted diseases and of the anguish of
broken relationships.

A contestant in the Temptation Island
show cried when he saw pictures of his part-
ner'sintimate involvement with another
man on the other side of theidand. Why

undistinguished . . . ; common; indiscrimi-
nate; not restricted to an individud; as
promiscuouslove or intercourse. . "

The Collinsdictionary (1982) emphasizes
the sexua application of theword: “show-
ing little or no taste or carein choosing;
specificaly engaging in sexud intercourse
with many persons casually; without plan
or purpose; casud.”

A new definition was cited by the Centers
for Disease Control in announcing AIDS
figureson World AIDS Day in December
2000. According to CNN television news,
the CDC defined promiscuous as“having
six or more sexud partnersayear.” The
1828 definition was“ not restricted to an
individual,” meaning that having even one

cable or telephone lines. Aswith many other
inventions, we can find good and evil in
each of them. Christians must choose the
good and turn from evil (Psalm 34:14).

Shows like Temptation Island should
be the furthest thing from our thinking.
Instead, we should be asking God to help
usfocus on the good things of lifeand
avoid temptation.

Watching such moral and mental sewage
violatesthe instructions of Scripture. Paul
reminds usin Philippians 4:8 that we should
let our minds dwell only on “whatever
thingsare pure” He endsthe verse by say-
ing: “...If thereisany virtueand if thereis
anything praiseworthy—meditate on these
things” Watching shows such as Temptation
Idand only makes such behavior seem more
acceptable and normal rather than ungodly.

Regrettably, the show’s economic success

| no doubt will encourage other television

producersto produce more programslike it
or exacerbate the downward moral spiral by
producing shows that are even worse. We
aready have plenty of mental pollution;

we don't need any more.

Particularly sad are people whose lives
are so empty and devoid of meaning that
they seek onetitillation after another. Itis
even sadder, in many cases, that they don't

According to CNN, the Centers
for Disease Control defined
promiscuous as “having six or

She.al more sexual partners a year.”

would anyone want to hurt the one he loves?
When thiskind of sinisrepesatedly indulged
inwith various partners, eventually people
aredevoid of fedingsand find it dmost
impossibleto form alasting relationship.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:22 Paul tellsusto
“abgtain from all gppearance of evil” (King
JamesVersion). Thisincludes the popular
practice of living together, even if not
sexualy active. It givesthe appearance
of fornication, which iscondemned in
the Scriptures.

Changing times and definitions

With the rapid declinein morality that
has affected Western countries since the
sexual revolution of the 1960s, even defini-
tions of words have changed. An 1828 dic-
tionary barely mentions sexua activity in
its definition of promiscuous: “Mingled;
consigting of individuals united ina
body or masswithout order; confused;

partner outside of the marita relationship
meant one was promiscuous. Now, accord-
ing to some, one must have at least six part-
nersayear to be defined as promiscuous.

Lead us not into temptation

In Matthew 6 Christ gave usamodel
prayer that includesthe words “ Lead us not
into temptation” [or “Put us not to the test”;
Revised English Bible] and * deliver usfrom
theevil one” (verse 13).

Satan isthe evil one Scripture describes
as“the prince of the power of thear” (Ephe-
sans2:2). That'ssignificant terminology.
When Paul wrote those words 2,000 years
ago he understood that Satan can powerfully
influence our attitudes, moods and emotions.

Today we can understand a completely
different, additiona significance of Paul’s
description of Satan asthe prince of the
power of theair. Television, radio and the
Internet cometo usthrough theair or via

know any better. Thisistheworld they have
grown upin, often without any spiritua
instruction. Jesustaught usto “mourn” for
this spiritually diseased and sin-sick world
(Matthew 5:4) and the suffering, including
hurt feelings, that people are subjected to
through disobedienceto or ignorance of
God'slawsof truelove.

Jesus also taught usto pray to the Father
“Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10).
When God's Kingdom comes, the world
will be“full of the knowledge of the Lorp”
(Isaiah 11:9).

That timeistill ahead of us, but you can
learn how to have a happy, lasting, loving
marriage now—and how to avoid the emo-
tional pain of casual relationships such as
those depicted on Temptation Idand. For
sound hiblica advice on how to havea
successful marriage and family life, please
write for our free booklets Making Life
Work and The Ten Commandments. G
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Chaotic Start to a New Century:
What Does It Mean?

by John Ross Schroeder

s 1999 wound down toitsfind

days, observersaround theworld

kept acloseeyeonair traffic, the
stock markets, the Internet, in fact everything
governed by eectronics. Would the millen-
nium bug strike after dl and grind theworld
toahdt?Thankfully, it did not.

Yet as 2000 drew to aclose and another year
began, mogt of uswere glad to see 2000 pass
from the scene.

Good yearsand bad years affect the sdaries
of professond basebal players. Two or three
bad onesin successon spell asdary cut or,
worse, atrip down to the minor leagues.
Someone asked Babe Ruth why he made more
money than the president of the United States.
“| had abetter year than hedid,” quipped the
legendary basehal| Sar.

Britonsfound 2000 disappointing in more
waysthan one. In the United Kingdom, where
| live, 2000 wasaperiod of frustrating and
expendve railway and motorway gridlock for
partsof England, Scotland and Wales. Rall
transport hed itsworst year in living memory.
Serious accidents spotlighted structural prob-
lemsin the nation’s network of railroad tracks.
Protesters saged massive demondtrations over
skyrocketing fuel prices.

Elsawhere, 2000 focused uson arange of
dispiriting images. the lingering uncertainty
of the U.S. presidentia eection, the Mideast
peace processin tetters, therising presencein
Audtriaof Joerg Haider and his Freedom Party,
mayhemin Zimbabwe, even athreat to democ-
racy infabled Fji. Many other cumulative
problems similarly plagued theworld in 2000.

A world of chaos

Asanewspaper columnist put it: “World
2000 isamisshapen creation demographically,
economicaly, culturaly.” Planet earth must
feed more than six billion peoplewhile 800
million suffer from chronic hunger and malnu-
trition. We probably have enough food to feed
theworld, but politicsand greed prevent its
proper distribution.

Part of our problemisthat welive onthe
edge of chaos. Periodic threats such asthe

millennium computer glitch emerge out of the
globa woodwork. Our livesrevolve around
computers, mobile phonesand other technol-
ogy. Themore complex our world becomes,
the greater our uncertainty. When thingsgo
wrong, such asacomputer virusor aglitchin
the stock market, adamaging chain reection
can begin.

Usualy when aproblem occurs we know
about it. Thanksto 24-hour news coverage,
the Internet and mokile phones, we can react

surprising amount of chaosto stalk the earth.

An unseen influence

Satan isthe prince of the power of theair,
the unseenruler of theworld (Ephesians 2:2;
John 12:31; 1 John 5:19). In duetime Christ
will depose him, and the redtitution of God's
government will soon follow.

But for now the devil influences peopleto
producedl typesof destructive chaos, not only
intheworld at large but intheir persond lives.

In many ways 2000 was not a good year. What does
that tell us about where the world is headed?

ingtantly. A corporation’s chief executive offi-
cer isdmost never out of touch with the heed
office, whatever hislocation.

Yet sometimeswhen you try to fix aprob-
lemtwo or three others emerge unexpectedly.
Minor hiccups can quickly turn into major
problems. Thisistheway our world works.

Welurch from crigsto crigs. One problem
fostersanather, and the potential for planetwide
meltdown seemsawaysto lurk around the cor-
ner. Oursisan age of perpetud uncertainty. No
wonder our medicine cabinetsarefull of pain
relievers, tranquilizersand other drugs.

Order out of chaos

Of course, some degree of order and stabil-
ity congtantly correctsand counteractsthe
changing levelsof chaos. The Biblereveds
that God crested human beingsin Hisown
image (Genesis 1:26-27). Though Satan struck
a God'sorigind cregtion, resulting in massive
chaos, God restored adegree of light and order
to an earth of perpetud darkness. (For details
please request our free booklet Life' s Ultimate
Question: Does God Exi?)

Given thiswondrouslegacy by our Maker,
we know, to acertain extent, how to restore
order and restrain chaos. The Scriptures
tdl us“ God isnot theauthor of confuson”

(1 Corinthians 14:33), and God tellsthe
Churchto dodl things decently and in order
(verse40). Yet, tofulfill Hisgreat purposefor
human life, God hastemporarily alowed a

For instance, members of warring, dysfunc-
tiona familiesattack each other, both verbaly
and physicdly, in front of massaudienceson
televison shows Ther livesarein disarray.

Yet Godisthe Sovereign Ruler over heaven
and earth (Matthew 11:25). Heinspired one of
Hisservants, the apostle Paul, towrite: “The
whole created world iswaiting with esger
expectation for the Sons of God to bereveded
... Thecreated world itself would befreed
fromitsendavement to decay and receivethe
gloriousfreedomwhich belongsto the Children
of God. . . Thecreated universeiswaiting with
eager expectation for God'ssonsto bereveded
... Theuniverseitsdf isto befreed fromthe
sheckles of mortdlity and isto enter upon
thegloriousliberty of the children of God”
(Romans8:19-21, Revised English Bible).

Thismeansthe Creator mastermindsand
fashions something undeniably worthwhile
out of the chaotic behavior of mankind. God
promisesto bring usapeaceful and progperous
new world, ending the present confusing cheos
(Acts3:19-21). God knowswheat our erais
like. Jesustold Hisdisciplesthat “intheworld
youwill havetribulation” (John 16:33).

The world awaits major change

Few chaptersin the Bible explain the human
condition better than Romans 8. Read verse 22
with the chaos of our agefirmly in mind: “For
we know that thewhole crestion groansand
laborswith hirth pangs together until now.”
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How much more gpplicable arethese words
now than when Paul wrote them!

A new world isbeing formed out of the old.
The Jerusalem Bible grasps the meaning of
verse 22: “From the beginning till now the
entire cregtion, aswe know it, hasbeen
groaning in onegrest act of giving birth”

Inasensecivilization isexperiencing the
pangsof childbirth. Ultimately God will liber-
aeour planet from every disadter, every act of
irrationa violence, every contrary force that
harmsand holds humanity hostage.

However, for the present thetwistsand turns
of our torturous, chaotic age affect even those
who understand God's purpose. God'speople
arenotimmune from the sresses and strains
of adeceptive society.

The J.B. PhillipsModern English trandation
expressesthe point well: “Itisplain for anyone
with eyesto seethet at the present timedll cre-
ated lifegroansinasort of universd travail.
Anditisplain, too, that wewho have afore-
taste of the pirit arein astate of painful
tenson” (verses 22-23).

Yet afew brave soulscontinueto proclaim
thetrue gospel Jesus Chrigt taught. Seeing the
world around them struggling for survivd, they
aremoved to do something to help.

Nothing can be more urgent than actively
warning mankind of theworld crisisthet is
coming on thisentire globe, and helping dl
who arewilling discover theright and sure path
through these coming troubles.

Thenew year may beagood year, or it may
be another bad one. It'sthe generd direction
that counts. The potentia for disaster in many
quartersisawayswith us. We need to find and
maintain abaanced biblical persective. God
asaures His people that everything will turn out
dlrightintheend (Luke21:28). Gn
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You Can Understand Bible Prophecy.
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Site at www.gnmagazine.org.

Under God

Continued from page 9

the structure of the government.

For example, historical sources show that
these men's concept of three branches of
government wasinspired by Isaiah 33:22:
“For the Lorp isour Judge, theLorD is
our Lawgiver, theLoro isour King . . ”
(emphasisadded throughout). From this
they derived theideafor thejudicia, legida
tive and executive branches of government.

Their rationale for separation of powers
into three branches of government came
from Jeremiah 17:9; “ The heart is deceitful
aboveadl thingsand beyond cure. Who can
undergtand it?” (New Internationa Version).
Recognizing what the Bible said about the
condition of the human heart, they did not
want to vest too much power in the hands
of oneman or asmall group.

They even decreed that government
should exempt churchesand other religious
organizations from taxation based largely
onEzra7:24:“. . .You have no authority to
impose taxes, tribute or duty onany of the
priests, Levites, Sngers, gatekeepers, temple
servants or other workers at this house of
God” (NIV). The Congressiond Record
of Sept. 25, 1789, showsthat adiscussion
of 2 Chronicles 6—Solomon’sdedication
of thetemple—led to declaring thefirst
Thanksgiving holiday.

John Quincy Adams said in 1821 that
“the highest glory of the American Revolu-
tionwasthis, it connected in oneindissolu-
ble bond the principles of civil government
with the principles of Chrigtianity” (Federer,
p. 18, emphasis added).

The Supreme Court, inadecisoninan
1892 case, declared: “ Our laws and our
ingtitutions must necessarily be based upon
and embody the teachings of the Redeemer
of mankind. Itisimpossiblethat it should
be otherwise; and inthissenseand to this
extent our civilization and our inditutions
areemphatically Chrigtian” (Federer,

p. 599, emphasis added).

The court’sdecision quoted 87 prece-
dents, including quotations from and acts of
the founding fathers and congressmen and
officis of state governments. At the end of
thelist thejustices said they could cite many
more but that 87 should be sufficient to
show that the nation’slaws are based on
andinclude theteachings of the Bible.

Separation of church and state?

Today, however, we're subjected to the
mantrathat the founding fathers advocated

separation of religious principlesfrom the
laws and the operation of the government.
Aswe have seen, nothing could be further
from thetruth. Thesefarsighted men
knew that taking God out of the picture—
separating biblica principlesfrom gov-
ernment and society—l eadsto disadter.

President Washington, in his 1796 fare-
well address, reminded Americans of the
source of their success and how to continue
it. Severd of hiswarnings—points he con-
Sdered essentia for the nation’s success—
wereovertly reigious. He noted that thetwo
foundations of palitica prosperity inAmer-
icawerereligion and morality, and no one
could be caled apatriot “who should labor
to subvert these great Pillars of human happi-
ness, thesefirmest props of the dutiesof Men
and Citizens’ (Federer, p. 661).

That statement alone makesit hard to
reconcile the modern concept of the separa:
tion of church and state with the belief and
practice of the“father” of the country.

The state of the union

Washington repestedly mentioned God
and the need for Hisblessing ashe left office
and bade farewell to the new nation. A little
morethan 200 years |ater President Bill
Clinton, in hisfarewel| address, reflected
on the condition of the nation. But he gave
credit not to God, but to the American
people, telling them:

“You have made our socid fabric
gtronger, our families hedlthier and sefer,
our people more prosperous. . . Our fami-
liesand communitiesare stronger . .. Our
economy ishreaking records. . . Incomes
arerigng acrosstheboard . . . Americaisin
astrong position to meet the challenges of
thefuture. . . [I’m] confident that America's
best dayslie ahead”

No doubt the United Statesisamore
prosperous nation than it was a decade
ago. Thenation in recent years has seen
its greatest economic growth. Although
the economy dowed beginning in 2000,
it remains an enormous and powerful
€conomic engine.

But what of the nation’s socid fabric?
What about itsfamilies? Are they indeed
hedlthier, asMr. Clinton claimed?Although
it isexpedient for aleader to assume apos-
tiveand hopeful tone, we should so ask
onwhat is such hopefulness based.

Without God, mere hopeisbuilt on sand.
Godisnolonger welcomed asapart of soci-
ety. Heisrelegated to the churches and not
evenallowed outinpublic.

Asrecently as1957 an act of Congress

March/April 2001 15



made“In God wetrust” the United States
netional motto. Today such an act surely
could not reach thefloor of Congress, much
less be accepted. A similar motto adopted by
the State of Ohio, “With God dll thingsare
possible” was declared uncongtitutional last
year because, said one of theruling judges,

it was " an endorsement of the Chrigtian
religion.” (See* Separation of Church and
State?” page9.)

What has happened? How have we
moved so far from atime when debates on
thefloor of the Congress, and even argu-
ments before the Supreme Court, were set-
tled by referencesto Scripture? Now even
dluding totheBibleis causefor acase
being thrown out of court.

Have courts' decisionsto alter national
policy and separate God's principlesfrom
their rulings had any effect on the fabric
of America?

One of George Washington'sfarewell
warnings encourages eternd vigilance:

“. .. Let uswith caution indul ge the suppo-
sition, that morality can be maintained with-
out religion . . . Reason and experience
both forbid usto expect that national mora-
ity can prevail inexclusion of religious
principle” (Federer, p. 661).

Did Washington’s prediction cometo
pass? When welook & the 1963 Supreme
Court decision that removed Bible classes
and religiousingruction from public schools
asthepoint a which religious principles
were effectively separated from public and
educationd policy, what do we see?

Statigtics cited by David Bartoninthe
1993 video presentation America’s Godly
Heritage show that pregnanciesamong girls
ages 10-14 increased 553 percent from 1963
t0 1987, and birthsto unwed mothers ages
15-19 have increased every year since 1963.
Ratesfor both had been stable for decades
before 1963. I nfections of sexually transmit-
ted diseases among high-school students
shot up 226 percent in only 10 years.

Among American families, divorcerates,
which had been declining before 1963,
began to skyrocket, climbing 117 percentin
15 years. Single-parent families are up 140
percent, and unmarried but cohabiting cou-
plesare up 536 percent. Violent crimesrose
an astounding 794 percent.

Which way is better?

Jeremiah 6:16 has good advice: “ Thus
saysthe Lorp: ‘ Stand in the ways and
see, and ask for the ol d paths, where the
good way is, and walk init; then you will
find rest for your souls. But they said,
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‘Wewill not walk init.

The condtitution of the State of Delawarein
1776 gated: “Every person who shdl be cho-
sen amember of either house, or gopointed
to public office or place of trust . . . shal make
and subscribethefollowing declaration. . . :
‘I, ,doprofessfaithin God the Father,
andin Jesus Chrigt Hisonly Son, andinthe
Holy Ghost, one God, blessed for evermore;
| do acknowledge the holy scriptures of the
Old and New Testament to be given by divine
inspiration’” (Federer, p. 203).

Other gtate condtitutions made Smilar
statements. Thiswas consistent with the First
Amendment of the U.S. Condtitution because
it did not require membership in aspecific
denomination.

The Pennsylvaniaand Vermont constitu-
tions contained identical provisionsthat
“each member [of the legidatures], before
he takes his set, shall make and subscribe
thefollowing declaration . . . : ‘| do believe
in one God, the Creator and Governor of
the universe, the rewarder of the good,
and punisher of thewicked . . . (Federer,

p. 504, 623). In other words, it was a public
proclamation by a politician acknowledging
that he would answer not only to voters

but would be accountableto God for his
performancein office.

Nations and citizens accountable to God

It was obviousto the founding fathers
that anindividua answersto God. But they
believed that anation also answersto God.

Onthefloor of the congtitutional con-
ventionin 1787, the difference between
individual and national accountability was
explained. Anindividua answersto God
inthefuture, in theresurrection. But, when
anaiondies, itisforever dead.

So when doesit answer to God?Virginia
delegate George Mason, known asthe father
of the Bill of Rights, explained: “Asnations
cannot be rewarded or punished inthe
next world, so they must bein this. By an
inevitable chain of causes and effects, Provi-
dence punishes national Sins, by national
caamities’ (Federer, p. 423). Thefounders
believed anation would directly answer to
God for itssinsand itsrejection of Him.,

Asstudents of the Scriptures, they under-
stood many of itslessons. They knew God
was patient with the kingdom of Israel for
more than 200 years. They understood He
was |long-suffering with the nation of Judah
even longer. But eventudly the day of reckon-
ing for Isradl and Judah arrived. Thefounding
fatherswanted the United Statesto beaChris-
tian nation—in substance, not just name—to

forestdl asimilar day of reckoning.

The prophet Daniel was no stranger to the
riseand fal of kingdoms. Helived through
thefall of Judah and the downfal of mighty
Babylon. God prophesied through him that,
at theend of our age, “there shall beatime
of trouble, such asnever was sincetherewas
andion, eventothat timg’ (Danid 12:1).

Other prophecies detail therise of new
international powers—and predict the
calamitousfdl of existing powers, including
the United States, Britain and other British-
descended nations.

Jesus Christ similarly predicted thet the
time of the end would be marked by “great
distress, unequalled from the beginning of
theworld until now—and never to be
equalled again” He explained what He
meant: Unlessthat time of world upheaval
and terror iscutshort “no living thing will
survive. . (Matthew 24:21-22, New Inter-
nationd Vers on, Revised English Version).
At that timetheworld's problemswill have
grown so grest that no power on earth could
resolve them, not even asuperpowe.

God is patient both with individuals and
nations. Heis" not willing that any should
perish but that al should come to repen-
tance” (2 Peter 3:9). When Americans con-
sider whether they are till one nation under
God, they would do well to heed not only
the warnings of the founding fathers and
biblical prophets but the lessons of history.
Without adrastic change of directionto
seek the One who has blessed the United
States so greetly, the country will go the
way of former powers. Gn
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Who Killed

¥ Jesus Christ? #

Why does anyone commit the ultimate act of violence against another human
being? What have been the consequences of one of history’s most unjust killings?

any people, particularly in North

America, accept that putting an

incorrigibly wicked person to
death isajudtifiable act. Killing innocents,
however, isuniversaly condemned. Only
amadman or someone saturated by evil
would kill hisown brother or friend. Crazy
people do that sort of thing, not normal
peoplelikeus.

Higtory isfull of storiesof fascinating
murders. Some arefictitious, such asthe
myth of Oedipus Rex, the ancient Greek
tragedy inwhich Oedipus, king of Thebes,
kills hisfather, Laius, unknowingly and
marrieshisown mother. Shein turn com-
mits suicide when she discovers hisidentity.

Many murders are stranger and more
fascinating than any fictional scenario.

Julius Caesar was murdered in 44 B.C.,
assassinated by hisclosefriend and dly,
Brutus, on the steps of the Roman senate.
That daying ended acareer that had
changed the course of history. Henry V111
beheaded his second wife, Anne Boleyn,
mother of Queen Elizabeth |. The hapless
Annewas executed because, asthe story
goes, she did not bear Henry amale heir.
He likewise had hisfifth wife, Catherine
Howard, put to desth.

Some medieva and Renai ssance popes
had political and religiousrivals murdered
supposedly to preserve the peace of God—
or, morelikely, to assert political and reli-
gious control. One pope hired ahit man to
try to nate Queen Elizabeth | to bring
England back into the Catholic fold—for
the peace of God, of course.

Then thereisthe profound account
of thefirst murder in history. Cain, unable
to contral hisjealousy, killed hisbrother,
Abel, because God said Abel wasright
and Cain waswrong. Cain established
an often-followed pattern for dealing with
disagreements.

But no tragedy really compareswith the
miscarriage of justice that resulted in the

by Howard Davis

murder and execution of Jesus of Nazareth
inA.D. 31. From the betrayd by akiss
from atrusted friend to Peter’s denia of
even knowing Himin His greatest hour of
need, thefacts of Jesus' death transcend any
other in meaning and consequence.

Why did Jesus haveto die? Why wasHe
accused asacrimina ?\Who was responsible
for His death? What does His 2,000-year-
old murder—disguised as an execution—
haveto dowith us?

A tragic death’s tragic aftermath

The story of Jesus murder isdramatic
enough initself. But an attempt to affix
the blame for His death leads to an account
of what hasto be humanity’s grestest
spiritual depravity of al time.

According to the Scriptures, Jesuswas
both divine and human. He was both the
Son of God and the Son of Man. His
mother was Jewish, but His message of
lovewas universal. Jesus|oved Hispeople,
the Jewsfor whom hewept. He also loved
the gentileswith whom He dedlt, breaking
the taboos of some rabbis of the day. As
Hetold Nicodemus: “ God did not send His
Son into the world to condemn theworld,
but that the world through Him might be
saved” (John 3:17).

An outrage of history isthejudtification
the Nazis cited for the genocide of six mil-
lion Jews|essthan 60 years ago. With no
real respect for the teachings of Christ,
Hitler and hisfollowers declared that the
Jewish race was solely and collectively
responsible, inal generations, for killing
the Son of God. This poisonous doctrine
brainwashed the Fiihrer’sfollowersinto
believing the Jews should themselves be
exterminated for murdering the Savior of
mankind.

Theideaof uniqueand total Jewish
responsibility for Christ’s degth isnot sup-
ported by the Bible. But, sadly,
this concept did not originate

with the Nazis. For dmost 2,000 years
mainstream Christianity, Catholic and
Protestant, took this same position—often
accompanied by lethd brutality.

Religions bear responsibility

Thomas Lederer, a Roman Catholic
scholar, wrotein 1998 that, “ whether
Hitler's ungpeskably in-human acts againgt
Jewswereinspired by ethnic hatred, reli-
gious prejudice, and/or by aheinous eco-
nomic system, Catholics around the world
today are being caled by Pope John Paul 11
to accept some accountability for the reli-
gious pretense used by Nazi hatemongers.
According to the Pope, it was much easier
for Chrigtiansto turn away from the reality
of gas chambers and desth campswith pre-
conceptions of Jewish responsibility for
Christ’sdeath coursing through the veins
of those transfused with early childhood
Chrigtian religious education.

“‘Inthe Christianworld. . . thewrong
and unjust interpretations of the New Testar
ment relating to the Jewish peopleand their
presumed guilt circulated for too long, con-
tributing to fedings of hodtility toward these
people, said Pope John Paul |1 inan October
1997 addressto theologianstaking part in
aVatican symposium on the roots of anti-
Semitismin Chrigtian teachings. ‘ This con-
tributed to soothing consciencesto the point
that, when awave of persecutions swept
Europe fueled by pagan anti-Semitism. . .,
the spiritud resistance of many wasnot
that which humanity expected. . "
(“2000Years. Relaions Between Catholics
and Jews Beforeand After Vatican 11,
www.arthurstreet.com/2000Y EARS htm).

Race hate and violence againgt Jews
or any other ethnic group were contrary to
the doctrine of Jesus and His aposties. Far
from being anti-Semitic, Jesus taught that

“salvationisof the Jews’ (John 4:22).
Furthermore, al over theancient
world Jesus' disciplestaught their
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Master’s doctrine of love toward all.

They were themsel ves witnesses of the
horrendous effects of violence. They had
seen the Messiah brutalized and killed.
They remembered Jesus teaching about
fighting. “My kingdom isnot of this
world,” He said before the Roman governor
Pilate. “If My kingdom were of thisworld,
My servantswould fight, so that | should
not be delivered to the Jews; but now My
kingdom is not from here”’ (John 18:36).

Deadly prejudice takes root

Within 50 years of the death of thelast
of the gpostles, anti-Semitism had settled
comfortably into the Chrigtianity of Rome.
Many of thetraditions and teachings of
Roman Christians differed from those of
Jesus and the aposties. A mgjor shift was
taking place. Early theologianssetin
motion the ostensiblejustification for
nearly 2,000 years of violence toward
the Jewish people.

Around 150 the theologian Justin (ca.
100-165) said of the Jews: “ Thetribulations
werejustly imposed upon you, for you
have murdered the Just One”

Sider Pigaof Darmstadt, Germany,
writesthat “third-century Chrigtian theolo-
gians, including Hippolytus and Origen,
elaborated on thistheory” of the Jews
unique responsibility for the crucifixion
of Christ. By thefourth century “it wasto
dominate Christian thinking” (“ The Guilt
of Chrigtianity Towardsthe Jewish People,’
www.kanaan.org/isragl 1.htm).

The proponents of virulent anti-
Semitism were theintellectuals of posthib-
lical Roman Catholic, and subsequently
Protestant, forms of Chrigtianity.

Theologian Lederer again writes
that “what seemed to exacerbate the rift
between the Jews of thefirst century and
Chrigtiansto apoint of no return wasthe
accusation of ‘deicide;’ that by conspiring
with the Romansto crucify Jesus, the
Jewswho did not embrace the prophesied
Messiah had actually killed God on
earth” (Lederer).

The charge of killing God wasn't levied
solely against those Jewswho were divein
Chrigt’stime, but againgt the entire Jewish
racefor al time. Sister Pistaquotesthe
early Catholic theologian Chrysostom
(344-407) as setting up the most murderous
rationale for genocide. For their dleged
deicide, the Jewish peopl€'sfatein being
butchered was forever jutified. For this
crimethereis*no expiation possible, no
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indulgence, no pardon”; their “odious
nation of Christ” had brought this
fate on them.

The torch passes

Protestants, by assuming the same per-
spectivethat guilt for Christ'smurder lay
exclusvely in Jewish hands, often wereas
anti-Semitic astheir Catholic predecessors.
Martin Luther (1483-1546) initidly
defended the Jewish people, but later
dated: “All the blood kindred of Christ
burnin hell, and they arerightly served,
even according to their own wordsthey
spoketo Rilate. . . Verily ahopeless,
wicked, venomous and devilish thing isthe
existence of these Jaws, who for fourteen
hundred years have been, and till are, our
pest, torment and misfortune. They arejust
devilsand nothing more” (Sister Pigta).

In 1542 Luther wrote: “Firgtly, their syn-
agogues should be set onfire. . . Secondly,
their homes should likewise be broken
down and destroyed . . . Thirdly, they
should be deprived of their prayer-books
and Talmuds. . . Fourthly, their rabbis must
be forbidden under threet of death to teach
any more. ..

“Fifthly, passport and travelling privi-
leges should be absolutely forbidden to the
Jews. . . Sixthly, they ought to be stopped
fromusury . .. Seventhly, let the young
and strong Jews and Jewesses be given the
flail, the axe, the hoe, the spade, the distaff,
and spindle, and let them earn their bread
by the sweat of their noses. . . We ought
to drive the rascally lazy bones out of our
system. .. Therefore away withthem. . ”
(Sister Pista).

Sister Pigtaobserves “Hitler and the
Nazisfound in medieva Catholic anti-
Jewish legidation amode for their own,
and they read and reprinted Martin Luther’s
virulently anti-Semitic writings. It isinstruc-
tive that the Holocaust was unleashed by
the only major country in Europe having
approximately equal numbers of Catholics
and Protestants. Both traditionswere
saturated with Jew-hatred”

The true Church and the Jews

Can any suchviewsbefoundinthe
early record of the Church? Scripture
records no hint of anti-Semitismin the bib-
lical Church of God. On the contrary, the
early Church identified deeply with Jews.
The apostle Paul wrote: “| have grest sor-
row and continua grief in my heart. For
| could wish that | mysalf were accursed

from Christ for my brethren, my country-
men according to the flesh, who are | sradl-
ites, to whom pertain the adoption, the
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law,
the service of God, and the promises’
(Romans 9:2-4).

If it were possible, Paul said, hewould
giveup hiseternd lifeif hisdeath could
somehow convert the Israglites. Anti-

Semitism was abhorrent to Paul and the
opposite of hisfaith and teaching.

Jesus said the law itself would o
not be done away “until heaven
and earth passaway” (Matthew
5:18). An anti-Semitic hatred
of “Jawish” dementsof God's
law cameinto focusonly later asa
new and popular form of Christianity
moved away fromitshiblical roots.

Paul’singtructionsto the gentile
church in Rome ran counter to the anti-
Semitic teaching that |ater devel oped
againgt the law God had given through
Israel. Roman bishops later hatefully
labeled as* Judaizers’ those who followed
the approach Paul had taken toward the
law of God. Paul had written that we
should keep the law becauseit “ishaly,
and the commandment holy and just and
good” (Romans2:13; 7:12).

But, far from any hint of anti-Semitism,
theteaching of the biblical Church regard-
ing respongihility for the death of Jesuswas
not focused on the Jewish people.

Notice what the Church said on this
question “with oneaccord”: “* Thekings
of the earth took their stand, and therulers
were gathered together against the LorD
and against His Christ. For truly againgt
Your holy Servant Jesus, whomYou
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pil ate,
with the Gentiles and the people of Isradl,
were gathered together to do whatever Your
hand and Your purpose determined before
tobedone’ (Acts4:26-28).

Those " gathered together” against Jesus
included Judean King Herod (who was not
Jewish by hirth) and the Roman governor
Pontius Pilate, representative of the grestest
power on the civilized earth, long with
gentilesand “the people of Isradl.” The
early Church understood thet gentiles
were responsiblefor Jesus death asmuch
asJews.

In hiswritings Paul acknowledged that
his countrymen “killed the Lord Jesus’

(1 Thessalonians 2:14-15). At the same
timewe see he dso held othersresponsible
for Christ'sdeath: “. . . We speak the




wisdom of God inamygery, . ..
which none of therulersof this
ageknew; for had they known,
i they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory” (1 Corinthians 2:7-8).

To Paul, the spiritua ignorance and
blindness of rulerswere responsiblefor the
crucifixion. Hereferred primarily to gentile
and Jewish political authorities, athough
Jewish religious authoritiesin Jerusalem
aso boreresponsihility.

Yet he knew that others, too, shared the
guilt for the murder of the Son of God.

The biblical story

A few weeks before the Passover in 31
Jesus supernaturally resurrected hisfriend
Lazarus at Bethany, afew milesfrom
Jerusdem. Word of the miracle quickly
reached the religious establishment of
Jerusalem. The leadersthere considered
Jesusathrest. He had often criticized them
for hypocrisy, and He had ahuge number
of followers, some of whom aready con-
Sdered Him the promised Messiah, who
would savelsradl.

“Then the chief priestsand the Pharisees
gathered acouncil and said, ‘What shall
we do? For this Man works many sgns.

If welet Him aonelikethis, everyone will
believein Him, and the Romanswill come
and take away both our place and nation’
... Then, from that day on, they plotted to
put Him to degth” (John 11:47-53).

Oneof Chrid’sdisciples, Judas|scariat,
betrayed Him around midnight. The mob
the chief priests had assembled took Jesus
from the Garden of Gethsemane, at the foot
of the Mount of Olives.

Inaseries of manipulated trialsin search
of acrime, Jesus accuserstrumped up
charges of blasphemy against Him based
on His statement that He was the Son of
God. The Jewish leaders handed Jesusto
Pilate, who, after sending Him to Herod,
sought to have Him rel eased because he
could find no grounds for punishmen.

But the Jewish authorities kept up the
pressure. They manipulated another mob
to pressure Pilate not to release Jesus—
Pilate traditionally released aprisoner each
Passover—but to have Him executed.

Pilate finally consented. He had his
prisoner mercilesdy scourged with whips,
then condemned to death by crucifixion, a
death reserved for the lowest criminalsand
enemiesof Rome,

Around 9 in the morning the Roman
soldiersdrove spikesinto Jesus hands

and feet and raised Him upright.

The people watched, many horrified,
othersin shock about thisturn of events.
Some mocked Him as He hung for six
hoursin the hot sun.

Then, “about the ninth hour” (3p.m.), as
the high priest began sacrificing the lambs
for the Passover observance that evening,
“Jesus cried out with aloud voice, saying,
“Eli, Eli, lamasabachthani? that is, ‘My
God, My God, why haveYou forsaken
Me?” (Matthew 27:46).

A fina surge of pain wracked Jesus
body. His heartbeat dowed, then tilled.

A spectacular storm erupted, with lightning
and thunder accompanied by an earthquake
S0 greet that, in the temple only afew thou-
sand feet away, it tore the huge curtain sep-
arating the Holy of Holiesfromits court.
Themurder of the Son of God wasthe ulti-
mate crime againgt humanity, by humanity
and for humanity.

Why did He have to die?

The meaning of the events surrounding
the death of Jesus Christisreveded else-
wherein the Scriptures. Weall, regardless
of our race or religion, sharein the blame
for the death of the perfect, righteous Son
of God, onewho did not deserveto die.

Sincedl humanity sharesthe blame
for Christ’sdeath, anti-Semitisnisentirely
unjustified. The beauty of Hissacrificeis
that al of the crimes of humanity are paid
for by this spectacular act of selflessness.

Itisby Chridt's sacrifice that the sins of
every man, woman and child who has ever
lived are paid for. The only Man who ever
lived aperfect life surrendered that life for
Pontius Pilate, Herod, the gentilesand all
the Isradlites, the Jewish peopleincluded.
He died because of every snand for every
sinner before His generation and since. He
died for Judas, who betrayed Him, Peter,
who denied Him, the falsewitnesses
who tegtified against Him, the priestswho
condemned Him and the Romanswho
tormented and executed Him. He died for
al theviolence, lying and hatred of the
children of |srael and gentiles alike.

All the disciplesfled from Him that
day. Virtualy dl the otherswho earlier had
followed Him a so rejected Him that day.
Most peopletoday till reject Him.
Although the world remainsignorant and
unbelieving, we should
understand His sacrifice
and be moved to under-
standing and faith.

Who killed Jesus Christ?

In one of the most sublime prophecies of
the Bible, the prophet Isaiah foretold who is
responsible for the murder of Jesus Christ
—and what that ultimately meansfor every
human being.

“Heisdespised and rejected by men, a
Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.
Andwehid, asit were, our facesfrom Him;
He was despised, and we did not esteem
Him. Surely He hasborne our griefsand
carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

“But Hewaswounded for our transgres-
sions, Hewas bruised for our iniquities; the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
and by Hisstripeswe are heded.

“All welike sheep have gone astray; we
have turned, every one, to hisown way; and
the Lorp haslaid on Him theiniquity of us
al ...Hewascut off from theland of the
living; for the transgressions of My people
He was gtricken. And they made Hisgrave
with the wicked—but with therich a His
degth, because He had done no violence,
nor was any deceitin Hismouth. . .

“By Hisknowledge My righteous Ser-
vant shall justify many, for He shall bear
their iniquities. Therefore | will divide Him
aportionwiththegredt, . . . becauseHe
poured out His soul unto death, and He was
numbered with the transgressors, and He
bore the sin of many, and madeintercesson
for thetransgressors” (Isaiah 53:3-12).

Who killed Jesus Chrigt?You did. | did.
Weal did.

By thewill of God, when we accept
thisfact, the way opensfor usto sharewith
Him His eterna Kingdom, the Kingdom of
God. Areyou interested? Gn

Recommended Reading

To better under- [
stand Jesus’ sacri-
ficeand what it
meansfor us, be
sureto request
your free copies of
the booklets What
IsYour Destiny?,
The Gospel of the
Kingdomand Transforming Your Life:
The Process of Conversion. All are
freefor the asking from any of our
officeslisted on page 2. You can dso
request or download them from our
Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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Lessons From

Two Resurrections

John's Gospel details two instances in which individuals were resurrected from the dead.
The first astonished its witnesses, but the second transformed Jesus’ disciples’ lives, giving them
power and conviction to face trials, persecution and even martyrdom for an astounding truth.

little village of Bethany. They were

closefriends of Jesus of Nazareth,
who often stayed with them when He
visited Jerusalem.

But oneday Lazarusbecameill. “Now
acertain man wassick, Lazarus of Bethany,
thetown of Mary and her sster Martha. . .
Thereforethe ssters sent to [ Jesud], saying,
‘Lord, behold, hewhomYouloveissick’”
(John 11:1-3).

John describesthisfamily asclose filled
with love and peace. No
doubt Chrigt enjoyed visting ==
thesefriends homeandrelax- |
ing after aduousjourneys.
Noticethesigtersdidn’t even
ask for Himto come. They
knew that once He heard of
Lazarus illnessHewould
journey to see Hissick friend.

But Jesusdidn't do what
they expected. He deliber-
ately waited (verses6-7).
Inthe meantime, theillness
clamed Lazarus life. By the
time Jesus arrived Lazarus
hed been deed at |east four
days. Martha, in her anguish,
met Christ asHearrived.

I azarus lived with histwo sstersinthe

by Bruce Gore

His Son, Jesusthe Messiah. Shedid not
believe shewould ever see her brother again
inthislife.

Jesus again offered her encouragement.
“| amtheresurrection and thelife’ Hetold
her. “Hewho believesin Me, though he may
die, heshdl live. And whoever livesand
believesinMeshdl never die. Doyou
believethis?’ (verses 25-26).

Martharesponded positively to some of
what Jesussaid: “Yes, Lord, | believethat
You arethe Chrig, the Son of God, whoiis

ui":'d'l:':'- ¥ ‘l:.li

Many believe the Garden Tomb is the site of Jesus Christ's entombment.

covered the mouth of the cave. Martha
objected thet Lazarus body would have
aready begun to decay.

Jesus persisted, so “they took away the
gonefrom the place where the dead man
waslying” (verse41). After ashort prayer to
His Father, Chrigt, in aloud voice, shouted,
“Lazarus, comeforth!” (verse43).

Fromwithin the dark cave camethe
sounds of movement, and shortly thefigure
of aman struggling to walk appeared at the
entrance. Hewas struggling because his
body was il wrappedin
thegtripsof linenclothsin
which he had been interred!
“And hewho had died came
out bound hand and foot
with graveclothes, and his
facewaswrapped witha
cloth. Jesussaid to them,
‘Loosehim, and let himgo!
Then many of the Jewswho
had cometo Mary, and had
seenthethings Jesusdid,
believedinHim” (verses
44-45).

Word of thisremarkable
event quickly reeched the
religious athoritiesin

“Lord, if You had been here, my brother
would not have died.” Christ responded to
her in her grief by urging her to havefaith
and bdlievein Him. Heeventold her, “Your
brother will riseagain” (verses 21, 23).
Martharesponded that she knew Lazarus
would “riseagainin theresurrection at the
lest day” (verse24). Shewasaware of God's
promises of aresurrection at theend of this
age. (To better understand the promised res-
urrections, request your free booklets What
Happens After Death? and Heaven and
Hell: What Doesthe Bible Really Teach?)
However, shedid not understand thet
God would use her brother's death to glorify
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to comeinto theworld” (verse27). She may
have been unsure about therest of Hismean-
ing or what Hewas driving a. Regardiess,
she summoned her Sster Mary, who was il
mourning in their house.

When Mary came, “ Jesus saw her weep-
ing, and the Jewswho came with her weep-
ing.” He"groaned in the spirit and wastrou-
bled. And Hesad, ‘Wherehaveyoulad
him?” (verses33-34).

Aswasacommon practice a thetime,
Lazarus friendsand family interred himin
acave. Thenthey covered itsentrance with
alargerock to keep out predators. Christ
told those present to remove the sone thet

Jerusdlem. Perceiving Jesus
to beathreet to their positionsand the stabil-
ity of the Roman-dominated province, they
plotted to do avay with Him. Littledid
anyoneredizethe stagewasbeing st for
another degth and resurrection, onefar more
sgnificant than thet of Lazarus.

An innocent man crucified

Around 3 0’ clock on the afternoon of
Passover day, the demandsof the hogtile
crowd werefulfilled. Shortly after Jesus
breathed Hislast, Joseph of Arimatheaand
Nicodemus, two |lesswell-known followers
of Jesus, quickly went into action. Both men
believed Jesus teachings, yet they kept their

Scott Ashley



belief secret out of fear of what ther fellow
Jewsmight do to them.

Perhapsthey were ashamed of their ear-
lier reticence. But now they showed the
courageto step forward and claim Jesus
body and begin preparing it for proper, but
hasty, entombment. It was Joseph of Ari-
matheawho went to Pilate and asked for
Chrigt'sbody and offered hisown new tomb
asaplaceof burid. Nicodemus asssted
Joseph and contributed avast anount of
costly spicesfor Hishurid.

Sinceit wasdready around 3 0’ clock
in the afternoon, therewas not much time
beforethe*high day” (John 19:31), one of
seven hiblica annua sabbaths (Leviticus
23), began. They had much to do before sun-
s, a which timethey would ceasework to
honor that Sabbath.

“Then they took the body of Jesus, and
bound it in stripsof linen with the spices, as
the custom of the Jewsisto bury. Now inthe
place where Hewas crucified therewas a
garden, andinthe garden anew tombin
which no one had yet beenlaid. Sothere
they laid Jesus, because of the Jews Prepara:
tion Day [for the Sabbath], for thetomb was
nearby” (John 19:40-42).

Jewish burial practices

Because of the hot climate and reli-
gious customs, the Jews of that day would
bury their dead quickly. They practiced
neither cremation nor the Egyptian custom
of embalming.

The poor would smply bury their dead
inthe ground, covering the grave with earth
and stones. Otherswould use cavesasa
place of entombment, as happened with
Lazarus. Thosewho could afford to would
carvetombsin the sides of some of the many
hillsand mountains of thearea. Such tombs
would typicaly have severa shelves carved
in the stone on which the bodies of family
memberswould belaid.

A body would normaly bewashed
and thenwrapped inacleanlinen cloth or
gripsof cloth, smilar to theway Egyptians
wrapped their mummies. Familiesthat were
better off financially would put perfumes,
ointment and spices on the body and
between thewrappings of cloth. In some
casesthe spicesand cintmentswould be
thick enough to cause the outer clothsin
timeto harden somewhat like acocoon.

Myrrh ispecificaly mentioned asused
inthe preparation of Christ’sbody. Myrrhis
apleasant-smelling resinous substance from
severd typesof treesinArabiaand North

Africa Usudly aseparate piece of cloth
would bewrgpped around the heed of the
deceased. If the death occurred just beforea
Sabbath, it was especidly important thet the
body betaken to itsresting place beforethe
Sabbath began. The dead werenot to be
buried on the Sabbath.

Some of thewomen who followed Jesus
aso made plansto buy spicesfor the prepara-
tion of Hisbody. They took note of Hisburid
place and went to their homesto rest onthe
Sabbath. Agan, this Sabbath wasahigh day
(John 19:31), inthiscasethefirst day of
Unleavened Breed, which fell on aThursday
thet year. When theannual Sabbath was over,
onthenext day, Friday, they went into the
city to purchasethe spicesand ails.

“And Mary Magddeneand Mary the
mother of Joses observed where Hewas
laid. Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary
Magdaene, Mary the mother of James, and
Saome bought spices, that they might come
andanoint Him” (Mark 15:47; 16:1).

Thewomen spent theremaining time
onthisFriday preparing the spicesfor the
anointing of Chrigt’sbody. “ Then they
returned and prepared spicesand fragrant
oils. And they rested on the Sabbath accord-
ing to the commandment” (Luke 23:56).

Noticethat Mark mentionsthe women
buying the spices after the Sabbath, and
L uke states they prepared the spices before
the Sabbath. Thereisno contradiction when
we redizethat two Sabbathsareinvolved
inthisthree-day period. After resting onthe
weekly Sabbath, which ended Saturday a
sunsg, they went to the tomb the next morn-
ing to bethereat first light. (To better under-
gtand thetiming of Chrigt’s crucifixion and
resurrection—which were not on Friday and
Sunday—request our free booklet Holidays
or Holy Days. Does It Matter Which Days
WeKeep?)

An astounding discovery

When thewomen arrived a the tomb,
they discovered the stone cover had been
rolled back and thetomb wasempty! They
rushed toinform the other disciples. When
they returned and saw the evidence of what
had happened, they redlized God had indeed
raised Jesus Chrigt toanew life exactly as
He had said would happen.

But what wasthe evidence? The most
astounding discovery was not the empty
tomb, nor the announcement of an angelic
being proclaming that “Heisnot here, He
hasrisen!” It was something else. Among
the Gospel writers, only John recordswhat

that was. Let’sread it in John 20.

“Early onthefirg day of theweek, while
itwasdill dark, Mary of Magdadlacameto
the tomb. She saw that the stone had been
moved away from the entrance, and ranto
Simon Peter, and the other disciple[John],
the onewhom Jesusloved. ‘ They havetaken
the Lord out of thetomb, shesaid, ‘and we
do not know wherethey havelaid him!

“So Peter and the other disciple set out
and madetheir way to thetomb. They ran
together, but the other discipleran faster than
Peter and reached thetomb first. He peered
inand saw thelinen wrappingslying there,
but he did not enter. Then Simon Peter
caught up with him and went into the tomb.
He saw thelinen wrappingslying there, and
the ngpkin which had been round His heed,
not with thewrappings, but rolled upina
place by itsalf. Then the disciplewho had
reached thetomb first dso went in, and
hesaw and believed” (verses1-8, Revised
English Bible).

What did the disciples see that made
them believe? It wasn't Smply an empty
tomb. If the body had been stolen, asMary
of Magdaahad assumed, al they would
have seen was an empty tomb.

But therewas more. Chrigt hed told them
sverd timesHewould dieandriseagain,
but that prophecy hadn’t sunk in. What Peter
and John saw ingtantly convinced them not
only that Hisbody had not been stolen, but
that God the Father had raised Jesusto glory
and immortdity! (Acts 3:13-15).

Powerful evidence left behind

Chrigt’swrapped body had lainona
rock shef inthetomb. Yards of linen cloths
had been wrapped around Hisbody. Spices
and thick myrrh were placed inside those
wrappings, essentialy pasting them
together. What Peter and John saw asthey
peered into the dimness of the man-made
cavewasanedt, collgpsed cloth form. If
thieves had removed Jesus body, if grave
robbers had been at work, why should they
leave these wrgppings?

No tomb robber would have taken the
timeto unwrap the body and leave the burid
clothsthere, especidly sincethey would
have been in danger of being discovered
by the guardsthe Roman authorities had
posted thereto prevent that very thing from
happening (Matthew 27:62-66; 28:11-15).

But therewas more. The clothswere
not scattered; they were till wrapped. This
resurrection was not like Lazarus , in which
hewasrestored to live afew moreyears
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and would eventudly dieagain. This
was the resurrection of aspirit body (see
1 Corinthians 15:44).

What John saw made a profound impres-
sionon him. The grave clotheswere not
disheveled and disarranged, aswould have
been the case if someone had removed them
or someone had struggled to free himsdlf
from thewrappings. The origina Greek
wording meansthey werelying there il in
ther folds, the clothesfor the body where
the body had been and the “napkin,” a
smdller, separate piece of cloth, wherethe
head had lain.

Thewhole point of John'sdescriptionis
thet the grave clothes did not look asif they
had been discarded or taken off. They were
lyinginther regular folds asif the body of
Jesus had simply evaporated out of them.

Thesght ingtantly penetrated John's
mind. Heredlized what had happened—and
hebdlieved. It was not what Jesushad said
30 often that convinced John that Chrigt had
risen. It waswhat he saw with hisown eyes

John's convincing details

Notice this comment from Ving's Expos-
tory Dictionary of Old and New Testament
Words about Jesus' head covering being
“wrapped together in aplace by itsdf” there
inthetomb (John 20:7, King James Ver-

| son):“.. . ‘Wrapped together’ might sug-

gest that thiscloth had been ‘rolled’ or
wrapped up and put in acertain part of the
tomb at the Lord'sresurrection, wheress, as
with the body wrappings, the head cloth was
lying asit had been ‘rolled’ round Hisheed,
an evidence, to thosewho looked into the
tomb, of thefact of Hisresurrection without
any disturbance of the wrappings either by
friend or foe or when the change took place’
(W.E. Vine, 1985, “Rall"). Jesus glorified
body had passed right through the cloth!
The International Standard Bible Ency-
clopedia, initsarticle“Resurrection of
Jesus Chrigt,” states: “ Significantly, the
grave clotheswere undisturbed . . . Long
ago, Chrysostom pointed out that the grave
robberswould not have stolen the body
naked because of time restraints and other
difficulties (*it was buried with much
myrrh, which glueslinen to the body
not lessfirmly than lead’ [Hom. (homily)
85 on Jn. 4]). The Gospelsdescribe an
orderly scene, not one of confusion that
would have resulted had the grave clothes
been torn from the body. That something
extreordinary had taken placeis shown by
thefact that the beloved disciple ‘ saw and

believed .. (1988, Vol. 4, p. 151).

In afootnote on John 20:7, the Compan-
ion Bibleexplainsthat John’'sorigina word-
ing “impliesthat the cloth had been folded
round the head asaturban isfolded, and thet
it lay il intheform of aturban. Thelinen
clothesdsolay exactly asthey werewhen
swathed round the body. The Lord had
passed out of them, not needing as Lazarus
([John] 11:44), to beloosed. It wasthissight
that convinced John (v. 8).”

We can share in Christ’s resurrection

The apostle John recorded significant
and crucid differencesin thesetwo resurrec-
tions. Inthefirg, the stone covering of the
tomb was removed so Lazarus could get out.
The stone covering of the other wasrolled
back, not so Jesus could get out, but so the
disciples could seeingde and then draw
theinescapable conclusion that Jesus hed
adready gotten out!

Of the two who were entombed, thefirst
had to have others remove the wrappings so
he could walk about. The other did not, for
He had passed through Hiswrappingsina
body of spirit.

Later John madeit clear that Chrigt’strue
followerswill likewise be resurrected, thet
they will belike Himin agloriousresurrec-
tiontoimmorta spirit life; “Behold what
manner of love the Father has bestowed
on us, that we should be caled children of
God! . . . Beloved, now weare children of
God; and it hasnot yet been reveded what
we shdl be, but we know that when Heis
reveded, we shdl belike Him, for weshdl
seeHimasHeis. And everyonewho has
thishopein Him purifieshimsdlf, just as
Heispure’ (1John3:1-3). G

Recommended Reading

Would you liketo
better understand
JesusChrig’srolein
our salvation?What
about the destiny you
can fulfill with Him?
Request the booklets
You Can Have Liv-
ing Faith, What Is
Your Destiny? and Transforming Your
Life: The Process of Conversion. All are
freefrom any of our officeslisted on page
2, or you can request or download them
from our Web steat
WWW.gnmagazine.org.
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Would Jesus Keep
Easter?

For millions of people Easter Sunday is the most important religious observance
of the year. But, if Jesus walked the dusty roads of Galilee today, would He keep Easter?

fillsthear. Many churches prepare

specia Easter programs about the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. At
home mothers color Easter eggs, and par-
ents hide the brightly colored holiday sym-
bols around the house and lawn so that,
come Easter morning, their children can
excitedly hunt for them.

Stuffed Easter bunnies and chocolate
rabhits are seen everywherein the weeks
leading up to thismgjor religious obser-
vance. Thenthere are the Easter sunrise
services, where churchgoers gather to hear
about Jesus' resurrection and honor that
miraculous event by watching the sun come
upintheesst.

But what do colored eggs and the Easter
rabhit have to do with Jesus Christ’sresur-
rection? How did these seemingly irreli-
gious symbols cometo be associated with
that event?

Canwefind any higtorica or biblica
record of Jesusor Hisdiscipleskeeping
Easter or teaching parentsand children to
dye eggsand display bunnies on this holi-
day?Did Jesusor Hisapostlesinstruct any
of Hisfollowersto meet to honor Hisresur-
rection a sunrise on Easter Sunday—or at
any other time, for that matter?

If Easter were not sanctioned by Jesus
or indtituted by His apostles, then where did
Eagter comefrom?In other words, if Jesus
wereliving anong us asaflesh-and-blood
human being, would He keep Easter or
encourage othersto do so?

Answersto these questions are readily
available. Some may take alittle research,
but they become clear when welook into
history and the Bible.

E ach spring the excitement of Easter

The apostles’ record on Easter

Assurprising asthismay sound,
nowherein the New Testament can you find
any referenceto Eagter. Inthe King James
Verson of the Bible (inActs12:4) you do

by Jerold Aust

What do colored eggs
and the Easter rabbit have
to do with Jesus Christ's
resurrection?

find theword Eagter, but it isablatantly
erroneous mistrandation that has been cor-
rected in virtualy every other Bibletrans-
lation. The original Greek word thereis
pascha, correctly trandated Passover in vir-
tualy every modern version of the Bible
everywhereit appearsin the Scriptures. It
refersto the hiblical Passover origindly
ingtituted when God freed the | raglites
from davery in Egypt (Exodus 12:1-14).

Theorigina apostles, fromtheinception
of the New Testament church to near the
end of thefirst century, when the apostle
John died, left absolutely no record of keep-
ing Eagter or teaching othersto do so. From
Jesusto John not one of the apostles gave
even thedightest hint of keeping or advo-
cating the observance of what we know
today as Easter Sunday.

However, that doesn't mean the early
Church did not hold to specific religious
observances. The gpostle Paul, some 25

yearsafter Jesus death and resurrection,
spoke plainly to members of the church at
Corinth that they should continue to keep
the Passover as Christ commanded. Peull
wrote: “For | received from the Lord thet
which | dso ddlivered to you: that the Lord
Jesus on the same night in which Hewas
betrayed took bread; and when He had
given thanks, He brokeit and said,  Take,
edt; thisisMy body whichisbroken for
you; do thisin remembrance of Me! Inthe
same manner He a'so took the cup after
supper, saying, ‘ Thiscupisthe new
covenant in My blood. Thisdo, as often
asyou drink it, in remembrance of Me!

“For as often asyou et thisbread and
drink thiscup, you proclaimtheLord's
deathtill He comes. Therefore whoever eats
thisbread or drinksthiscup of theLordin
an unworthy manner will be guilty of the
body and blood of the Lord” (1 Corinthians
11:23-27).

Paul was concerned that the Church
membersin Corinth observe the Passover
intheright way, with reverence and proper
comprehension of itsmeaning.

Thewritingsof Paul and Luke, histravel-
ing companion and author of the book of
Acts, regularly mention keeping the weekly
Sabbath day and the biblica festivaslisted
in Leviticus 23. But Easter is conspicuoudy
absent (1 Corinthians 5:6-8; 16:8; Acts
2:1-4;, 1342, 44; 17:1-3; 18:4; 20:6, 16).

Since Eagter wasn't introduced by Jesus
or the gpodtles, where did it comefrom, and
how did it cometo be such an accepted part
of traditional Chrigtianity?

The origin of Easter

It'snot thet difficult to trace the surpris-
ing originsof Easter and whet it redlly rep-
resents. Many scholarly works show that
Easter isapre-Chrigtian religious holiday,
onethat was crested and developed long
before Jesus' timeand carried forward to
the modern erathrough such empiresas
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Babylon, Persia, Greece and findly Rome.
Mine's Conmplete Expository Dictionary
of Old and New Testament Wbrds notes:
“Theterm ' Eagter’ isnot of Chrigtian origin.
[tisanother form of Astarte, one of thetitles
of the Cha dean [Babylonian] goddess,
the queen of heaven. Thefestiva of Pasch
[Passover] held by Chrigtiansin post-apos-
talic timeswas acontinuation of the Jewish
feadt . . . From this Pasch the pagan festiva
of ‘Easter’ was quite distinct and wasintro-
duced into the apogtate Western religion, as
part of the attempt to adapt pagen festivals
to Chrigtianity” (W.E. Vine, 1985, “Eagter”).
Alexander Hidopin hisbook The Two
Babylons (1959) exploresthe origins of
Easter. He discovered that aform of Easter
was kept in many nations, not necessarily
only thosethat professed Chrigtianity.
“What meanstheterm Eagter itsdlf?. . .
It bearsits Chadean origin onitsvery fore-
head. Eagter isnothing el sethan Adtarte,
oneof thetitlesof Beltis, the queen of
heaven, whose name, as pronounced by the
peopleof Nineveh, was. . . Ishtar” (p. 103).

Eadter and the practi ces associated with
it can betraced back to various pagan rituals.
Hidop explainsthat “theforty days absti-
nence of Lent wasdirectly borrowed from
the worshippersof the Babylonian goddess’
(Hidop, p. 104). In Egypt asmilar 40-day
period of abstinence “washeld expresdy
incommemoration of Adonisor Ogiris, the
grest mediatorid god” (Hidop, p. 105).

A pre-Christian spring festival

How, then, did 40 days abstinence come
to be asociated with aresurrection? Hidop
continues. “Among the pagansthisLent
seemsto have been an indispensable pre-
liminary to the great annud fegtival in com-
memoration of the death and resurrection of
Tammuz, which was celebrated by dternate
weeping andregjoicing” (Hidop, p. 105).

Tammuz wasachief Babylonian deity
and hushand of the goddess Ishtar. Worship
of Tammuz was 0 widespread in ancient
timesthet it even spread into Jerusdem. In
Ezekidl 8:12-18 God describesthat worship
and cdlsit an abomination—something

repugnant and disgusting to Him.

TheBabyloniansheld agrest festivd
every spring to celebrate Tanmuz's death
and supposed resurrection many centuries
before Christ walked the earth (see” The
Resurrection Connection,” below). Hidop
comprehensively documents evidence that
shows Eagter’s origins precede the modern
Chrigtian holiday by morethan 2,000 yeard

Hidop citesthefifth-century writings of
Cassianus, aCatholic monk of Marsailles,
France, on the subject of Easter’'sbeinga
pagan custom rather than a New Testament
observance. “ It ought to be known that the
observance of theforty days(i.e., the obser-
vance of Lent) had no existence, solong
asthe perfection of that primitive Church
remained inviolate” (p. 104).

Sir James Frazer describes Easter cere-
monies entering into the established church:
“When we reflect how often the Church
has skillfully contrived to plant the seeds of
the new faith on the old stock of paganism,
we may surmisethat the Easter celebration
of the dead and risen Christ was grafted

The Resurrection Connection

associated with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ?
Although the details are lost in time, a closer look at the
ancient mythology surrounding their worship will help us under-
stand how pagan practices have survived in popular Easter customs.

Two of the earliest recorded deities were the Babylonian fertil-
ity god Tammuz and the goddess Ishtar. Every year Tammuz “was
believed to die, passing away from the cheerful earth to the
gloomy subterranean world . .." (Sir James Frazer, The Golden
Bough, 1993, p. 326).

The seasonal cycle came to be connected with Tammuz's sup-
posed annual death and resurrection. “Under the names of Osiris,
Tammuz, Adonis, and Attis, the peoples of Egypt and Western Asia
represented the yearly decay and revival of life . . . which they per-
sonified as a god who annually died and rose again from the dead.
In name and detail the rites varied from place to place: in substance
they were the same” (Frazer, p. 325).

Many of these rites revolved around inducing the return of Tam-
muz from the dead. One of these ceremonies is recorded in Ezekiel
8:14, where Ezekiel saw in vision an abominable sight: women
“weeping for Tammuz"” at the very temple of God.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary says regarding this verse:
“Tammuz, later linked to Adonis and Aphrodite by name, was a god
of fertility and rain . . . In the seasonal mythological cycle, he died
early in the fall when vegetation withered. His revival, by the wail-
ing of Ishtar, was marked by the buds of spring and the fertility of
the land. Such renewal was encouraged and celebrated by licentious
fertility festivals . . . The women would have been lamenting Tam-
muz's death. They perhaps were also following the ritual of Ishtar,
wailing for the revival of Tammuz"” (Ralph Alexander, Vol. 6, 1986,
pp. 783-784).

As worship of Tammuz and Ishtar spread to the Mediterranean
region, including the territory of biblical Israel, the pair came to be

H ow did worship of an ancient god and goddess come to be
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worshiped under other names: Baal and Astarte (Ashtoreth), Attis
and Cybele, and Adonis and Aphrodite. God heatedly condemned
the sensual, perverted worship of Baal and Astarte (Judges 2:11-15;
3:7-8; 10:6-7; 1 Kings 11:4-6, 31, 33; 16:30-33; 22:51-53).

In ancient worship we find the mythology that would ultimately
link these ancient customs to Christ’s death and resurrection. Says
Alan Watts: “It would be tedious to describe in detail all that has
been handed down to us about the various rites of Tammuz, Adonis,
... and many others, . . . But their universal theme—the drama of
death and resurrection—makes them the forerunners of the Chris-
tian Easter, and thus the first ‘Easter services.’ As we go on to describe
the Christian observance of Easter we shall see how many of its cus-
toms and ceremonies resemble these former rites” (Easter: Its Story
and Meaning, 1950, p. 58).

In its various forms, worship of Tammuz-Adonis-Attis spread
around the Roman Empire including to Rome itself. As Christianity
spread through the empire, religious leaders apparently merged
customs and practices associated with this earlier “resurrected”
god and applied them to the resurrected Son of God.

In this respect Easter followed the pattern of Christmas in being
officially sanctioned and welcomed into the church. “Motives of the
same sort may have led the ecclesiastical authorities to assimilate the
Easter festival of the death and resurrection of their Lord to the fes-
tival of the death and resurrection of another Asiatic god which fell
at the same season. Now the Easter rites still observed in Greece, Sicily
and southern Italy bear in some respects a striking
resemblance to the rites of Adonis.. . . The Church
may have consciously adapted the new festival
to its heathen predecessor for the sake of
winning souls to Christ” (Frazer, p. 359).

(Excerpted from Holidays or Holy Days: Does
It Matter Which Days We Keep? For your free
copy, see the box at the end of the main article.)




upon asimilar celebration of the dead

and risen Adonis[the Greek namefor Tam-
muz], which. . . was celebrated in Syria

at the same season” (The Golden Bough,

1993, p. 345).
Why eggs and rabbits?

What about other customs associated
with Easter? One Catholic writer explains
how eggs and rabhits came to be connected
with Eagter. Youwill quickly noticean
absence of any link or referenceto the Holy
Biblewhen it comesto these mythic rituas.

“The egg has become a popular Easter
symboal. Cregtion mythsof many ancient
peoples center in acosmogenic egg from
which the universeisborn. In ancient Egypt
and Pergafriends exchanged decorated eggs
at the spring equinox, the beginning of their
New Year. These eggswere a symbol of fer-
tility for them because the coming forth of
alive cregture from an egg was So surprising
to people of ancient times. Chrigtians of the
Near East adopted thistradition, and the
Eadter egg becameardigious symbal.

world, and ‘that none should hereafter
follow the blindness of the Jaws " (11th
edition, pp. 828-829, “Eadter”).

Congantine's decision was afaeful
turning point for Chrigtianity. Thosewho
remained faithful to theinstruction of Jesus
and the gpostieswould be outcasts, asmall
and persecuted minority (John 15:18-20). A
vadly different set of beliefsand practices—
recycled from ancient pre-Chrigtian rligions
but dressed in a Christian cloak—would take
hold anong the mgjority.

Would Jesus keep Easter?

Sincethe pagan symbols of eggsand rab-
hitswere adopted by the Catholic Church
centuries after Chrigt’sascension, should
Chrigtianskeep thisholiday or encourage
othersto observeit?

To answer that question let’s go back
tothetitleof thisarticle, “Would Jesus
Keep Easter?’

He certainly could havetold usto. So
could the gpostles, whose teaching and
doctrine are preserved for usin the book

Try as some might, there is no way to calculate three days and
three nights from late Friday afternoon to Sunday morning.

It represented the tomb from which Jesus
cameforthto new life’ (Greg Dues,
Catholic Customsand Traditions, 1992,
p. 101; emphasis added).

Like eggs, rabbits cameto belinked with
Eadter because they were potent symbols
associated with ancient fertility rites. “Little
children areusudly told thet the Easter eggs
are brought by the Easter Bunny. Rabbits
are part of pre-Chrigtian fertility symbolism
because of thelr reputation to reproduce
rapidly. The Easter Bunny has never had
ardigiousmeaning” (Dues, p. 102).

Honest Bible scholarsfredly admit thet
Jesus never sanctioned thispre-Chrigtian hol-
iday, nor did Hisgpostles. Not until Emperor
Congantine and the Council of Nicaeain
325—amog three centuries after Jesuswas
killed and rose again—did Easter replacethe
Passover, thehiblica ceremony Jesusand the
apodle Paul told Chrigtiansto obsarve.

Saysthe Encyclopaedia Britannica: “A
find settlement of the dispute [whether and
when to keep Easter or Passover] wasone
among the other reasonswhich led Constan-
tineto summon the council of Nicaeain 325
... Thedecision of the council was unani-
mousthat Easter wasto be kept on Sunday,
and on the same Sunday throughout the

of Actsand the epistieswritten by Paul,
Peter, James, Jude and John. But nowhere
dowefind ahint of support for Easter or
anything remotely resembling it. What

we do find, aspointed out earlier, isclear
ingtruction from Jesusand Paul to keep
the Passover and other hiblica—and truly
Chrigtian—observances.

Holy Scripture does not support thispre-
Chrigtian holiday and in fact condemns such
celebrations. Because Scripture condemns
pagan practices and theworship of fase
gods (Deuteronomy 12:29-32), we know
that God the Fether and Jesus His Son have
no interest in Easter and do not approve of it.

Jesus, infact, isdiametricaly opposed to
religiousrituasthat supposedly honor Him
but inredlity are rooted in worship of false
gods. Hemakes clear the difference between
pleasing God and pleasing men: “Well did
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, asitis
written: * This people honors Mewith their
lips, but their heart isfar fromMe. Andin
vain they worship Me, teaching asdoctrines
the commandmentsof men. . . All too well
you rgect the commandment of God, that
you may keep your tradition™ (Mark 7:6-9,
emphasis added throughot).

Eagter isatradition of men, not acom-

mandment of God. But it'smorethan thet.
Itisapagan tradition of men thet, like other
traditionsinvolved in theworship of false
gods, isabhorrent to the true God. Jesusand
His apostleswould never sanction its obser-
vance because it mingles paganismwith
supposedly Christian symbolismand ritud.
Itisrooted in ancient pre-Chrigtian fertility
ritesthat have nothing to do with Jesus.

Inredlity, most of the trappings associated
with Easter reved that the holiday isactudly
afraud pawned off on unsuspecting and
well-intentioned people. God wantsusto
worshipin spirit and truth (John 4:23-24),
not to recycle ancient customs used to
worship other gods.

Even thetiming of the events used to
judtify celebrating Jesus resurrectionona
Sunday morning—that Hewas crucified
on the afternoon of Good Friday and resur-
rected before dawvn on Sunday morning—
are demondirably false, asan examination
of the Scriptures shows.

For those who want concrete proof thet
Hewasindeed the Messiah and Savior of
mankind, Jesus made apromise: “Anevil
and adulterous generation seeks after asgn,
andnosgnwill begiventoit except thesign
of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah wasthree
daysand three nightsin the belly of the great
fish, sowill the Son of Man be three days
andthreenightsin the heart of the earth”
(Matthew 12:39-40).

Try assomemight, thereisno way to cd-
culate three daysand three nightsfrom late
Friday afternoon to Sunday morning before
daylight. At most thisamountsto barely
morethan aday and ahdf. Either Jesuswas
migtaken, or thasewho say Hewas crucified
onaFriday and resurrected onaSunday are
migtaken. You can't have it bothways.

Jesus’ instructions remain consistent

If Jesuswalked the dusty roads of Gdlilee
today, would He keep Eagter? Certainly
not. But Hewould be consistent because
He does not change (Hebrews 13:8). For
ingtance, He would keep the annua Pessover
inthe same manner as Heindructed Hisfol-
lowersto keepit (1 Corinthians 11:23-26;
John 13:15-17). And Jesuswould observe
the Days of Unleavened Bread in theway
Heingpired Paul toingruct early Chrigtians
(1 Corinthians 5:6-8).

Anyonewho wantsto be right with God,
who wantsto beatruedisciple of Chrigt, the
M aster Teecher, will carefully examine his
beliefsand practicesto see whether they

Continued on page 31
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The Perfect
Prophetic Storm

The Bible prophesies a time when two earthshaking events will combine
to overwhelm humanity. What are these two events, these prophetic storms?

he Perfect Sormisthetitle of arecent

movie based on atrue story about a

hapless crew on afishing vessdl thet
saledinto the combined force of ahurricane
and another mgor sorm. Not surprisingly,
the ship and itscrew members perished, dis-
appearing inthe storms fury. Perhapsif they
had faced only one of the stormsthey could
have survived, but the power of two massive
and deedly forceswas Smply too much for
the crew to handle.

Themovie stressed the unusua combina:
tion of factorsthat led to thetragedy. The
crewmen had abundant experience, and the
ship had weathered many other storms. They
thought their well-equipped craft could ride
out just about anything nature threw their
way. But, when they faced thefury of two
gorms, their efforts proved futile.

Thetragedy isan gpt andogy for events
the Bible prophesieswill occur when acom-
bination of forcesisunleashed on theworld
inthetime of theend. Just asthe seasoned
fishing crew assumed it could handle what-
ever cameitsway, many peopleassume
society can handleany crissthefuture
brings—through scientific achievement,
economic growth, military prowessand
politica cunning.

Political and religious leaderswant
their followersto believe they areamply
equipped to weather any dangers. “We have
been through two world wars, epidemics,
the Great Depression and socid upheavals”
they reason, “and we have survived them
all. Now that we have even more techno-
logical toolsat our disposd, we can prevail
over ay criss”

Thussociety canlull itsdlf into afdse
sense of security, thinking the world will
never facea“ perfect sorm” of deadly events.

Prophecy enters the scene

Yet hiblical prophecy foretellswhat we
might call the perfect prophetic sorm. It will
comeat atimewhen two great eventswill
convergeto overwhelm humanity.

26 The Good News

by Mario Seiglie

Jesus Christ prophesied that acombina-
tion of forceswould lead towhat He called
“great tribulation, such ashasnot been since
the beginning of theworld until thistime,
no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21,
emphasis added throughot).

The apostle Paul described thissame
futuretime: “For you yourselvesknow
perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes
asathief inthe night. For when they say,
‘Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction
comes upon them, aslabor painsupon a
pregnant woman. And they shall not
ecape’ (1 Thessdonians5:2-3).

Two incredible eventswill bring about
the coming perfect prophetic storm. What
arethey? Can we avoid the brunt of their
consequences?

We can be thankful that God'sWord not
only describeswhat will surely happen but
shows us how to spiritudly preparefor the
ondaught of lethd events.

AsPaul explains “But you, brethren, are
not in darkness, so that this Day should over-
tekeyou asathief. You aredl sonsof light
and sons of the day. We arenat of the night
nor of darkness. Thereforelet usnot deep,
asothersdo, but let uswatch and be sober
... For God did not appoint usto wrath, but
to obtain savation through our Lord Jesus
Chrigt” (verses4-9).

What are the double prophetic sorms
destined to unleash the devadtating end-time
eventsfromwhich mankind asawholewill

not escape?
The first prophetic storm

InRevdation 13:1-3 Christ revedsto
John thefirst of thesetwo storms, therise
of the prophesied “beadt”:

“Then | stood on the sand of the sea. And
| saw abeast risng up out of the sea, having
seven heads and ten horns, and on hishorns
ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous
name. Now the beast which | saw waslike
aleopard, hisfeet were likethe feet of a
bear, and hismouth like the mouth of alion.

The dragon gave him his power, histhrone,
and great authority. And | saw one of his
heads asif it had been mortally wounded,
and his deadly wound washeded. And dll
theworld marveled and followed the beast”
(emphasis added).

Much of the symbolism hereisexplained
in other partsof Revelation. A Smilar
prophetic beast appearsin Revelation 17 but
isridden by awoman. “And | saw awoman
sitting on ascarlet beast which wasfull of
names of blagphemy, having seven heads
andtenhorns’ (verse3).

What doesthis beast represent?“Here
isthe mind which haswisdom. The seven
heads|[of the beast] are seven mountainson
which the woman gits, and they are seven
kings, five havefalen, oneis, the other
has not yet come; and when he comes, he
must remainalitlewhile. . . And theten
hornswhich you saw areten kings, who
have not yet received akingdom, but they
receive authority askingswith the beast for
onehour . . . Thesewill wage war against
the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome
them” (Revelation 17:9-14, New American
Standard Bible).

Herewe reed that each of the seven
headsisasymbol of aking and hiskingdom
(verses9-10). Elsewhereinthe Biblea
mountainisaso used asasymbol of aking-
dom anditsking (Isaigh 2:1-3; Daniel 2:35,
45). Thelast heed, the seventh kingdom, is
destined to be of short duration.

Asthefind, seventh head of the beast
power nears, “five [kingswill] havefalen,
oneis, and the other has not yet come” (Rev-
edion 17:10). Sincethelast head of this
beast, dong with 10 rulers, “will make war
withtheLamb[Chrigf],” the previoussix
kingsmust haveruled in former ages (verse
14). Asthe end time approaches, the seventh
head of the 10-horned beast is symboalic of
the kingdom that will be headed by aruler
with 10 kingswho will “receive authority for
one hour askingswith the besst” (verse 12).

Thisfirst storm system is prophesied to



astound the world by its power, which
comesnot so much from human might or
cunning asfrom “thedragon,” another title
for Satan (Revelation 12:9). AsRevelation
13:2 explains, “the dragon gavehim his
power, histhrone, and greet authority.”

AstheBible describes, God will dlow
thefina rebellion of mankind to take place
before He sends His Son, Jesusthe Messiah,
toreign on earth: “For God hasput it into
their heartsto fulfill His purpose, to be of
onemind, and to givethelr kingdomtothe
beest, until thewords of God arefulfilled”
(Revelation 17:17).

The second storm

The second storm system foretold for the
end timeisasecond beast system, described
in Revelation 13:

“Then | saw another beast coming up
out of the earth, and he had two hornslikea
lamb and spoke like adragon. And he exer-
cisesdl theauthority of thefirst beestin his
presence, and causesthe earth and thasewho
dwell init toworship thefirgt beast, whose
deedly wound was hedled. He performs
great Sgns, so that he even makesfire come
down from heaven on the earthinthe sight
of men. And he decaivesthosewho dwell
on the earth by those sgnswhich hewas
granted to do in the sight of the beat, telling
thosewho dwell on the earth to make an
image to the beast who waswounded by the
sword and lived” (verses 11-14).

Jugt aswith thefirgt system, the devil is
behind the power of the second beast and
givesitsleader powersto deceivetheworld.
Impressive miracles by the second beast will
help persuade peopleto support and obey
thefirst beedt.

The second beest hashornslike alamb;
that is, it seemsto be asmeek asalamb but
pesks“likeadragon” (verse 11), thus
revealing the satanic origin of its power.

Thetwo beestsare “the beast” and “the
falseprophet,” respectively. They aredlies
at theend time, with thefirst governing and
warring while the other manipulatesthe
people of theworld through religion.

“And | saw the bead, thekings of the
earth, and thelr armies, gathered together to
make war againgt Him who sat onthe horse
and against Hisarmy. Then the beast was
captured, and with him the fal se prophet
who worked signsin hispresence, by which
he deceived those who received the mark
of thebeast . . " (Revelation 19:19-20).

What kind of asystem doesthefadse
prophet head? Biblicaly, the description

false prophet refersto ardigiousfigure
deceitfully claiming to represent God (see
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 to understand the dif-
ference between atrue and afa se prophet).
Moreover thewoman who rides the beast
isthesymbol of afdserdigioussysem
based in agreat city that governs much of
theworld. “And the woman whom you saw
isthat greet city which reigns over thekings
of theearth” (Revelation 17:18). Sothefdse
religioussystemwill carefully orchestrate
andlianceto rulewith thekingsof the earth.
Towield suchinfluence and power,
the system must be of enormoussize and
wedth, sncetheworld'srulerswill permit
her to reign with them. Thisisprecisely
wheat the Biblereveds. “ The waterswhich
you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples,
multitudes, nations, and tongues’ (verse
15). It will truly be aninternationd reli-
gious, political and economic system
spanning many nations and languages.

Protection and persecution

When these two | eaders appear onthe
world scene, they will astonish theworld,
and timewill be short. Soon &fter their
appearance, persecution againg thetrue
followersof Jesuswill increase. The Bible
reved sthroughits symbolsthat some of the
faithful will be miraculoudy protected while
otherswill not.

Christ warns His disciplesthat some of
themwill be martyred (Matthew 24:9). So,
dthough thereisapromise of protection,
someof Chrigt’sbrethren are destined to
die asHisfaithful witnesses.

God givesaclear promise of protection
for somein Histrue Church (Revelation
12:13-14). On the other hand, verse 17
shows usthat Satan wars against the woman
“and her offspring, who keep the command-
ments of God and have the testimony of
Jesus Chrit,” an obviousreferenceto other
believersenduring Satan’swrath.

Chrigt knowsit will be difficult to remain
faithful during the end time, so He encour-
ages His Church to hold steedy. “ Behold,
| am coming quickly! Hold fast whet you
have, that no one may takeyour crovn”
(Revelation 3:11).

Paul dso tellsusthat maintaining
“thelove of the truth”—holding to the
teachings of the Bible as opposed to the
falseteachings of the coming greet reli-
gious system—will be crucid inthe last
days. Hewarnsthat somewill belost inthe
coming storm “because they did not receive
thelove of thetruth, that they might be

saved” (2 Thessalonians2:10).

Another prophecy advises usthat when
thesormfindly arrivesit will betoo lateto
preparefor it. “And he said to me, * Do not
sed thewords of the prophecy of thisbook,
for thetimeisat hand. Hewhoisunjugt, let
himbe unjust ill; hewhoisfilthy, let him
befilthy till; hewhoisrighteous, let him
berighteoustill; hewhoisholy, let him be
holy ill . . ! Blessed arethosewho do His
commandments, that they may havetheright
tothetreeof life, and may enter through the
gaesintothecity” (Revelaion 22:10-14).

According to this scripture, eventudly
theworld will divideinto two digtinct
groups. thosewho are obedient to God and
keep His Commandmentsto theend and
thosewho will remain stubbornly disobedi-
ent. Chrigt wants His peopleto be spiritudly
prepared, watching world events so the per-
fect prophetic sorm will not teke God's
faithful by surprise.

“.. . Tekeheed toyoursdves” Jesus
warned, “lest your hearts beweighed down
with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of
thislife, and that Day come on you unexpect-
edly. For it will comeasa snareondl those
who dwell on theface of thewhole earth.
Wetch therefore, and pray dwaysthat you
may be counted worthy to escapedl these
thingsthat will cometo pass, and to sand
beforethe Son of Man” (Luke 21:34-36).

Let'she surewe heed God'scounsel.
Take Hiswarningsto heart. Begin seeking
Him and preparing now so you can westher
the coming perfect prophetic sorm. 6w

To better under-
stand the dramatic
eventsthat will
shape your world,
be sureto request
your free copy of
The Book of Reve-
lation Urveiled.  §
You'll learn much more about the
prophetic sormsthe Bibletellsusare
sureto comeon dl theworld.

Also be sureto request The United
Satesand Britain in Bible Prophecy to
see wherethe major English-spesking
nationsfit in Bible prophecy. Both
booklets are free from any of our
officeslisted on page 2, or you may
request or download them from our
Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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What about in 10 yeers’?What do you
want to be doing? How much thought
have you given to planning your career?
If you will be working by then, what kind
of job do you envision? Do you see your-
self working for minimum wagein the
fast-food industry? Or do you want to do
something more meaningful, challenging
and fulfilling?

It'snatural to assumethat the best will
happen to us. We like to think that, when
it comes our timeto get ajob, whatever
wefind ourselves doing will beinter-
egting and productive and give us
asatisfying sense of accomplish-
ment. Weliketo believewe'll
have an appreciaive boss or that
perhapswe' |l be our own boss
and that our work environment
will be one of our own making.

Who's in charge?

But things don’t normally
turn out that way. Most people
drift from year to year. Some have
goals and work toward them. But,
more often than not, people tend to
float along, alowing the currents of life
to push themin one direction and then
the other. Like aleaf bobbing dongina
swiftly moving stream, they alow them-
selvesto be at the mercy of outside forces.

It'struethat lifethrows us curves. Exter-
na forces converge on us, pushing usone
direction or the other. At times life demands
that we make choices about our future, and
sometimesit seemsasif wearelimitedin
our options. But we do have choices.

A lesf carried along on astream hasno
choice. It will go wherethe currents carry
it. But God gave us minds and the ahility to
make choices. Infact, Hetellsuswe must
make choices (Deuteronomy 30:19).
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Just for Youth

Develop

~ Tothisday | think of that title often,
especialy when | read scriptures such as
Proverbs 22:3 that addresstheimportance
of looking ahead and watching where
you'regoing. That versetellsusthat “apru-
dent man foresees evil and hides himsdlf,
but the sSmple pass on and are punished.”
Only by looking beyond your next step

“People who want milk should not
seat themselves on a stool in the
middle of a field in hopes that the
cow will back up to them.”

can you keep from being washed along

by the currents of life. By looking farther
ahead you greatly improve your chances
of steering away from some of thetroubles

that could bewaiting for you.

Toimproveyour ability to look ahead in

theroad of lifeand prepare yourself, you'll

have to do some thinking and dreaming
about the future.
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L e L e L T e L I

a Plan

;
Rt L

.-E 1
on’ WnereYou reGoing
| tf’\eiinantablefax that we come

choices. Theforksarelike gates. Unlessyou
havethe skills, education and devel oped
abilitiesyou need to unlock the gates, you'll
beforcedto goin aless-desirabledirection.
Evenif you'dredly liketo explorewhat lies
aong the path beyond aparticular gate, you
might find yourself locked out.
Theauthor'spoint isthat each of usneeds
to accumulate and cultivate the persond
asststhat will dlow usto open gateswhen
we cometo them. Those assetstaketheform
of education and experience combined
with skillsand aptitudes. Asaminimum
you need to know wheat your assets
are, what you can do well or have
the best possibility of doing well.
Whether you can choose
certain pathswill depend for
the most part on you and your
choices. It will depend on
whether you have the required
personal assets. That means
you must take theinitiative
to discover and develop them.
Asthebook concludes: “Peo-
plewho want milk should not
Seet themselves on astool inthe
middle of afield in hopesthat the
cow will back up tothem.” Each person
needsto taketheinitiaiveto improve his
chancesfor successinlife. That'swhy
planning is so important.

Planning or dreaming?

Such planning goes beyond simply
dreaming. Dreaming about successisa
start, but it doeslittle to bring your dream
to redlity. It doesn’t devel op any assetsthat
will help you unlock gates when you're
faced with choices.

Thecriticd difference between dreaming
and planningisthat planning takesyou
beyond the dream. It involvesworking
toward ameansof making the dream redlity.
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can dream about flying. He can
vhat it would be liketo soar like
‘above the clouds. He can dream of
itwould feel to have the freedom to
- goinany direction. But his dreamswill

. never become redlity unless he takes steps
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to make them cometrue.
It takes effort to move adream into the
category of aplan. Such aplan callsfor
research followed by thoughtful action.
Itinvolvesfinding and talking to people
inthe aviation field. It requiresfinding
what steps need to be taken and how
to obtain money for
flying lessons

..........
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at themercy of the currentsin astream.

On the other hand, those who make firm
plansand prepare themselveswill find they
aremorelikeapersonwith apaddleina
canoein that same stream. They won't find
themselves a the mercy of the currents.
They’'ll havethe ghility to choosethe direc-
tion they want to go asthey travel theriver
of life. Yes, it takes effort, but it iswell
worthitintheend.

Wherewill you bein afew years?

The answer to that questionisup to you.
There'san old saying: You haveto takelife
asit happens, but you should try to make

it happen theway you
want to tekeit.

YL
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Those who make firm plans and prepare themselves will find they
are more like a person with a paddle in a canoe in a stream. They
won't find themselves at the mercy of the currents.

or to attend a school of aeronauitics.

It's work, but it's worth it

Make no mistake. It takeswork to prop-
erly prepare yoursdlf. That's one reason so
many peoplefind it easier to dream thanto
cresteand develop aplanfor life.

Proverbs 13:11 sums up the benefit of
hard work: “Wealth from gambling quickly
disappears; wedth from hard work grows’
(Living Bible). Other passages also point
out the benefit of work and that, inthelong
run, meretalk without work doesn't help
(Proverbs 14:23; 28:19).

Credting aplanfor lifeiswell worth the
effort. It will help you discover, develop and
accumul ate the assetsthat will dlow you
to gain more control over your future by
removing some of the limitations on your
prospective choices.

It'seasy smply to drift through life. But
anyonewho choosesthat routeislike aleaf

Don't drift. Plan for your life so you
can shapeit. We'll discussthis some more
nexttime. Gn

Recommended Reading

Looking for
some good advice?
You can't do any
better than the
Bible. It'sloaded
with practicd guid-
anceto help you
achieve successin
your caregr, friendships, finances, family
and every other aspect of life.

We've prepared thisguide, Making
LifeWork, to hep you discover the
Bible'sprinciplesfor success. For your
free copy contact any of our officeslisted
on page 2, or request or download it from
our Web sitea: www.gnmagazine.org.

Makinp
Life Work

Want t

Learn More?
L o
fyou like our “Just for Youth” feature
I in The Good News, take a look at our
new E-magazine, Youth United, at
www.youthmagazine.org.

This magazine is specially written for
our younger Good News audience.
Each issue is packed with helpful, eye-
opening articles to help today’s teens
and young adults get the most out
of life—both now and in the future.

You'll uncover lots of fascinating facts,
meet many interesting people, discover
what's really going on behind the scenes
in our world, learn answers to your
questions and find practical, down-to-
earth guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Check out www.youthmagazine.org
today—you’'ll be amazed at all the
fascinating things you'll discover!
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TheBibleand archaeology

| would liketo thank you for The Good
News. | am so glad to read such rewarding
items. My favorite hasto be* The Bibleand
Archaeology.” | andowly turninginto a
believer despite dl the sadnessin my life.
Therewere some dark timesinwhich it
was 0 easy to losevision and faith.

Reader fromNew South\Wales, Australia

I've enjoyed The Good News. Being
incarcerated and receiving your magazine
bringsacertain level of encouragement to
me. | dwaysfind articlesrelaing to some-
thing going oninmy life, and that liftsmy
spirits. My favorite parts of your magazine
are" TheBibleand Archaeology” and
“Profilesin Faith.”

J.D., Abilene, Texas
“When Will theMiddle East Find Peace?”’

| discovered The Good News magazine
in adoctor’'swaiting room yesterday and
appreciateitstone and content. | especialy
enjoyed thelead article onthe Middle East.
AsaMudim, | appreciate non-Mudim
perspectives that acknowledge the value
of Idam and represent it fairly.

JK., Internet
“TheTiny Pill that Changed theWorld”

I”m confused about aparagraph in your
aticle* TheTiny PRill that Changed the
World” Itreads. “. . . Inmarriage two peo-
ple come together to form one economic
unit. Both should contribute to the financial
stability of the marriage”

| can't say that | have ever contributed
to thefinancial stability of the marriage.
Ontheother hand, | have ajob that requires
much more than what any sdary could
bring. | stay home and take care of my hus-
band. Instead of handing my children over
to day-care centersand nanniesto raise,
| stlay homewith them too.

| am sotired of church organizations
subtly introducing these evil implications
that if awoman does not contribute finan-
cidly to amarriage sheisworthless. To
tell thetruth, thisis one organization |
would not expect to see thisfrom, however
many times | have been disappointed inthe
past. Unfortunately for our children and

30 The Good News

husbands, unfortunately for the family unit
ingenera, | aminthevery dim minority
intheworld welivein.

J.G., Houston, Texas

W\eregret that this statement |eft awrong
impression. e did not intend to imply that
awife should always seek empl oyment out-
sdethe home. We purposefully did not state
that both husband and wife should con-
tribute to the family’ sincome, rather that
both should contribute to the family’ sfinan-
cia stability. Asyou so clearly pointed out,
there are many other waysto contribute to
thefinancial stability of a marriage. Finan-
cial stability isa shared responsibility for
both parties.

Aswe statein our booklet Managing
Your Finances: “ \When the extra expenses
of child care, transportation, additional
clothing, etc., are taken into consideration,
some familiesfind thereislittle difference
in their household incomes when one of
themremains at hometo care for their
children. Though some may view thisas
old-fashioned, it is precisely the approach
assumed inthe Bible” e encourage
readerstowritefor their free copy
of thisimportant booklet.

Thetraditional home, in which the
woman plays the main supportiverolein
the family aswife and mother, best meets
thebiblical ideal. Wealso realizethat, in
all too many cases, regrettable circum-
stances have forced reluctant wivesinto
thelabor market even whiletheir children
aregrowing up.

| enjoyed your article about the pill.
| agree with everything you say, but it
seemed just abit idedlistic. No matter what
the homelife, sometimes outside influences
or peer pressure can lead ayoung girl into
X, eveninaChrigtian home. Evenif it's
just once she'll likely be burdened with a
pregnancy that sheisnot prepared for men-
tally and physicaly. Yes, | know that her
sex partner should have used someform
of protection for AIDS or pregnancy, but
in the heat of the moment alot of young
loversdon't use protection.

Persondly | think it would be better for
her not to get pregnant at al than to haveto
deal with an abortion. Oneisbirth control,

tters From Our Readers

the other ismurder. In aperfect world
(which will come only when Jesus returns)
kidswill listento their parents and not
have sex until marriage. Today, if some
kids are determined to have sex, thenitis
better not to compound the problem with
ababy that agirl isnot prepared for. Even
an older person who knows the Word by
heart candipinto sexua sin. [sn't it easier
for akidto?

RW, S. Clairsville, Ohio

We agreethat in today’s climate of per-
vasive promiscuousimmorality it is easy for
young peopleto dipintoillicit sexual rela-
tions. That'sall the more reason for parents
to diligently teach their children God'sway
of life frominfancy. Compromising with
God'slaws regarding sex will never resolve
our serious societal problems; they will
only get worse.

Theonly formof birth control 100 per-
cent effectivein preventing pregnancy and
venereal diseaseis abstinence. Read some
good advice about hiblical idealsin the
next letter fromAfrica.

| cameinto contact with your magazine
(November-December) through afriend,
and | was compelled to read it through after
perusing the table of contents. According to
my observetion, | believethat AIDS can be
stopped only if governments, policy makers
and peoplein general accept that the only
way to stop this plagueisthrough total sub-
mission to God's Commandments, espe-
cialy the seventh one, which says, “ Thou
shdt not commit adultery.” If thisisnot
done, then greater darknesslies ahead for
the human race in subsequent years. | com-
mend you for such asuperb magazine.

R.JC.L., Ganbia
Lettersfrom Canada

| have received The Good News for
sometime now and found it to be helpful
and informative. | don't always agree with
the views expressed but have not found any
other publication that enlightens me more.

D.W, Comox, British Columbia

Thank you for the wonderful magazine,
booklets and Bible lessons you provide
absolutely free of charge. You cannot



imagine how these have hel ped inmates
to whom | write and send these lessons
and booklets.

J.R,, Etobicoke, Ontario

| surely enjoy and get alot of help from
The Good News. | am very thankful for this
wonderful magazine. I'm 84 yearsold and
realy receive alot of good teaching and
happiness from reading the magazine.

Reader from\Wnnipeg, Manitoba
Lettersfrom South Africa

Thank you for your outstanding maga-
zine. It has encouraged meto read the
Bible more than before and put faith init as
God'sWord. | take specid interest inyour
articlesof apractica nature and those on
world news.

V.V, Durban

| have just finished your booklet What
Happens After Death? It wasared eye-
opener. A person gets so involved in tradi-
tional beliefsthat you do not redlize you are
onawrong path until you read something
likethis.

B.L., Klerksdorp

For years| have pondered the question
of Good Friday—Easter Sunday, and have
read articles disagreeing with the short
period claimed by the church. Your article
onthe subject (March-April 2000) has cer-
tainly provided the answer that | over-
looked in al my Biblereadings. To think
that it has taken me 84 yearsto find the
truth on this subject redly upsetsme.

G.E.B., Port Elizabeth

What countsis getting there, not how
long it takes. You may also beinterested in
our article about Easter beginning on page
23 of thisissue. For readerswho missed the
article you mentioned, the same fascinating
information iscovered in our free booklet
Holidaysor Holy Days: Does It Redly
Matter Which DaysWe Keep?

Lettersfrom Australasa

Thank you for sending The Good News.
Theillustrations are excellent, clear and
understandable. Your magazine has hel ped
mealot in my understanding of the Bible.
The magazine dways conveys a sense of
hopefor usal.

Reader from Papua New Guinea

Thank you for sending these wonderful
magazines. | have read the Bible through

but could not make much sense of it.
But your magazines make it possible
to understand.

Reader from Maryborough, Queendand

Please find enclosed adonation for your
church work. | was most impressed with
theinsert Life's Ultimate Question: Does
God Exist? inthe March-April 2000 issue
of The Good News and aso Creation or
Evolution: Does It Really Matter What You
Believe? inthe May-Juneissue.

Reader fromS. Albans, Victoria

Both inserts have been reprinted as
separate booklets and are available free
on request fromany of our offices.

Heaven-and-hell book|et

Thank you for sending me the bookl et
about heaven and hell. The Biblereally
doesteach that God isamerciful and lov-
ing God who would never sentence any
human being to an eterna punishment of
fire, causing sorrow, crying and pain. This
truth seemsto have eluded the belief of
some Chrigtians (Revelation 21:4).

JF., Bruce, Wisconsin
Whereto send financial help

You guys have a great magazine.
| really appreciate al the good you are
doing and have spread the messageto a
bunch of people. The only problem isthat
there's absolutely no information asto
where to send tithes. Can you please
provide an address giving whom | may
make donationsto?

T.S, Lake Forest, California

The Good Newsisinformative and
inspirational. Wewould liketo send a
donation. Pleasetell uswhereto send
our gift.

Mr. and Mrs. M.G., Gallup, New Mexico

Thank you for your kind commentsand
your interest in sending a contribution. You
may send donationsto the United Church
of God at the address below (tax-deductible
inthe U.SA)), or to any of theinternational
addresseslisted on page 2.

Published | etters may be edited for clar-
ity and space. Addressyour lettersto The
Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio
45254, U.SA,, or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org
(please be sureto include your full name,
city, state or province, and country).

Easter

Continued from page 25

agree with the Bible. Such aperson will

not try to honor God with ancient idolatrous
practices, violating His explicit commands
(Deuteronomy 12:29-32; 2 Corinthians
6:14-18; 7:1). Eadter, aswe have seen, is
filled with idolatrous trappings.

Simply claiming that something is Chris-
tian or isdoneto honor God doesn't makeit
acceptableto God. Easter doesn't represent
aresurrected Jesus Chrigt. Rather—difficult
asit may beto admit—it merely continues
the practi ces pagansfollowed thousands of
yearsago to honor their nonexistent gods. If
weareto escape the caamities prophesied
to come on thosewho place thewaysof this
world ahead of God, then we must repent
of following traditionsthat dishonor Him
(Reveldtion 18:1-5).

God would much rather have us honor
and obey Him according to Hisingtructions
in HisWord. Then He can use usto rep-
resent Hisholy Son, our Savior and the
Messiah, who will return to earth. No
greater caling can be extended to human
beings. May you have the heart to seek
understanding and God's perfect will. Gn

Recommended Reading

Most assume
amogt any reli-

acceptableaslong |
asweusethemin

Chrigianworship.
But what doesthe
Biblesy?Besure | ¥4

to request your

free copy of Holidaysor Holy Days:
Does It Matter Which Days\\e Keep?
You'll learn much more about the
strange customs associated with popular
holidaysincluding Easter, Christmas
and Halloween. It dso provesthat Jesus
was neither crucified on aFriday nor
resurrected on aSunday.

What about the Passover and the
Daysof Unleavened Breed, observances
the Bibletellsusto keep? To learn more,
be sureto request God'sHoly Day
Plan: The Promise of Hopefor Al
Mankind. Both booklets arefreefrom
any of our officeslisted on page 2, or
you can request or download them from
our Web site a www.gnmagazine.org.
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How Much Do You Know
About the Real Easter Story?

How much do you know about the origin of Easter and its popular customs? Take the
following short quiz to assess your knowledge!

[ True or False? Easter didn't originate with Jesus Christ’s resurrection,
but had been celebrated for many centuries by that time.

] True or False? Rabbits and eggs have nothing to do with Christ's
resurrection, but are holdovers from ancient spring fertility celebrations.

[ True or False? Easter gets its name from an ancient fertility
goddess.

|| True or False? Pagans celebrated the supposed resurrection of
their false gods many centuries before Jesus Christ.

L] True or False? The word Easter appears only once in the Bible—
and that one time is a mistranslation of the Greek word for Passover.

[| True or False? Neither the apostles nor members of the early Church
celebrated Easter.

[ | True or False? Celebrations such as Easter are condemned in the Bible. | T

The correct answer to all of the above questions is true—and you can Verify most of these
answers with a quick look through several good encyclopedias. Or, for an in-depth look at the
real Easter story as revealed by history and the Bible, request your free copy
of our booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Keep?

Too many people go through life thinking they are honoring Jesus Christ
through popular celebrations such as Easter. But, before you celebrate
Easter again, why not consider what Jesus Himself thinks about this
holiday? As a serious Christian,

don't you think it's time you United Church of God

considered His view? an International Association
Www.gnmagazine.org
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