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America’s Tragedies: What Would Jesus Christ Say?

n Sept. 11 almost 5,000 men and women who went to work that

morning in New York City’s World Trade Center never came home.

The staggering loss of lifein history’s deadliest terrorist attack was
more than double the number of servicemen killed at Pearl Harbor and more
than triple the number who perished in the Titanic’s sinking. It claimed more
than eight timesthe liveslost in the previoudly greatest airline disaster.

The United States was plunged into mourning, its sense of security and
invincibility shattered. In their anguish millionsturned to religion for comfort
and solace—and rightly so.

Intimes like these we naturally wonder how God views such events.
They are so remarkable, so powerful, that we've devoted this entire issue
to answering various aspects of that question.

What would Jesus Christ tell usin the wake of what has happened?

He addressed two tragedies of His day that remarkably parallel recent
events. Just asAmerica' s disaster involved random murders and the collapse
of the World Trade Center towers, the tragedies Jesus referred to involved
unspeakable brutality and the destruction of awell-known landmark—the
tower of Siloamin Jerusalem.

Weread in Luke 13 that people told Jesus a shocking story: On the
Roman governor's orders, severd men had been brutally murdered while
bringing sacrifices to the temple. Jesus’ response should stir usto reevauate
our personal mortality and standing with God: “Do you suppose that,
because these Galileans suffered this fate, they must have been greater sin-
nersthan anyone elsein Galilee? No, | tell you; but unlessyou repent, you
will al of you cometo the sameend” (Luke 13:2-3, Revised English Bible).

Those who heard Christ’swords couldn’t understand how God could
allow such adisaster. In that same way we can scarcely comprehend how
God could allow death to descend so suddenly, so brutally, on so many
peopleinnocently going about their everyday lives.

Jesus pointed out that no oneisimmuneto the twists and turns of thislife.
He aso made an explicit point that should hit hometo us: Unlesswe repent
we are subject to an equally sudden end. Why? Because a close relationship
with God isour only reliable source of protection from such disasters.

L est they—and we—misunderstand, Christ reinforced the lesson with
another example. “. . . The eighteen people who were killed when the tower
fell onthem at Siloam—do you imagine they must have been more guilty
than all the other peopleliving in Jerusdlem? No, | tell you; but unlessyou
repent, you will all cometo anend liketheirs’ (verses4-5, REB).

Untimely deaths such as the murder of the Galileans bringing their sacri-
fices, Jesus said, were smply ameatter of being in the wrong place at the
wrong time. The victims of these tragedies weren't more evil or less evil
than others; they were random victims of random events.

They were sinners, however, and—aswith al who have not repented of
their sins (1 John 1:8)—their only assured destiny was death (Romans 6:23).

Our position isno different. We may not be the victims of random vio-
lence or acollapsing building, but we are sinners, and eventualy God will
hold us accountable for what we know and do. When we redlize that, Jesus
words should cut to the core of our being: “ Unless you repent, you will all
cometo anend liketheirs”

Knowing that welivein aworld in which tragedy can suddenly strike at
any time, shouldn’t we heed Christ’swarning to repent and begin aigning
our lifewith His? Indeed, God “ now commands al men everywhere to
repent” (Acts 17:30, emphasis added).

Only by surrendering to God—through repentance and living according
to Hislaws—uwill it be possible for usto gain victory over desth and to par-
ticipate in the coming erawhen horrors such asthat of Sept. 11 will never
again be repeated.

—Scott Ashley
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What Lies Ahead for

America?

The world stood trans-

fixed in the wake of a
carefully planned series
of hijackings that
destroyed the World
Trade Center, crippled
the Pentagon and took
the lives of more than
5,000 men, women and
children. On a sunny
September morning,
the world dramatically
changed. What is the

long-term significance?

4 The Good News

by Melvin Rhodes

he horrifying attackson Sept. 11in
New York City and Washington, D.C.,
sunned theworld. Theterrorist
assaults—the hijackings and suicide
crashes of four domestic passenger jets—were
theworst on any nationin history.

A collective national shock hung over the
land as people tried to make sense of what
had happened. No sooner had Americans
begun to recover than another wave of horror
began when anonymous envel opes carrying
anthrax bacterialed to the infection of people
in severa citiesand reached eveninto the
offices of the U.S. Congress.

Television and radio stations broadcast
continuous news coverage for daysin
attempts to explain the shocking events.

The country’s sense of invincibility vanished
in an ingtant. Suddenly people who were nor-
mally happy and confident grew apprehensive
about their future. The old certaintieswere
no more. Againg abackdrop of asmoldering
World Trade Center, the British magazine The
Economist summed up the mood of the people
and the new redity in aheadline onits cover
of Sept. 15: “The Day the World Changed”

Nothing has been the same since Sept. 11.
Nothing will bethe samein the foreseeable
future.

Entering a new era

Americansrightly wondered what the
future holdsfor the country. Asis so often
the casein the wake of anational catastrophe,
anation’s strengths and weaknesses come to
the fore. Americans cametogether after the
atrocity. Rescuers|abored around the clock
in dangerous, distressing conditionstotry to
pull survivors from amound of rubble some
12 stories high. Tens of thousands of people
donated blood and items urgently needed by
the Red Cross. On the streets of New York
people hugged strangers and offered help
in atime of unprecedented distress.

The president and the Congress came
together, political rivalriestemporarily
forgotten, as both mgjor political parties
pledged themselves to vanquish those

responsible. The military forces of the United
States, Britain and other nationsimmediately
began to pool their resources, determined to
stamp out terrorism. Americaand itsallies
quickly launched awar against Afghanistan’s
ruling Taliban regime, which had long given
refugeto Idamicterrorists.

President Bush warned the American peo-
pleto prepare for anew kind of war, awar
against an enemy that hidesin the shadows,
awar that would last along time.

Strengths and weaknesses

Sometimes a country’s greatest strengths
can aso becomemagjor liahilities. Thisis
true of the United States. An awareness of its
strengths and weaknesses will help us under-
stand the present situation and the challenges
that lie ahead for Americaand the rest of the
civilized world.

A proper biblical background adds yet
another dimension to understanding what
the future holds. The three-part series entitled
“America'sAstounding Destiny” (which
concludesin thisissue beginning on page 28)
reveals how the United States and Britain
have fulfilled several major points of biblical
prophecy. Genesis 49:22-23 in particular
shows that the descendants of Joseph—the
British and American peoples—were to grow
into global superpowers, bringing prosperity
to many other nations around the world.

At the sametime, they would struggle to
maintain peace, without which prosperity is
difficult if not impossible. This passage of
Scripture, dong with other Bible prophecies,
shows God'sinvolvement in the development
of these nations.

Today, however, the United States and other
nationsthat sprang from Britain have largely
turned away from God and are regping the
negetive consequences of bresking Hislaws—
againin accordancewith biblica prophecies.

America’s confidence was was hit hard
by the attacks on New York and Washington.
Thelong-term economic impact, devastating
at first, remainsto be seen.

TheWorld Trade Center stood & the heart of

Photo: AFP Photo



New York'sfinancid digtrict, with New York
itself the leading stock market in the world.
In thefirst week after the market reopened,
U.S. stocks collectively lost $1 trillion before
rebounding severd weeks|ater.

Many of the people killed worked in the
financid markets. Years of experienceand
intellectud capitd diedintherubble. Discus-
son about the economy no longer centered
onwhether the economy would dipinto
recession, but when—and how that would
affect America's preeminencein theworld.

By most measuresAmerican military

the United States broke away from Britain,
it set acourse largely independent from
Europe, avoiding “entangling dliances’ as
George Washington, America sfirst pres-
dent, advised the country to do. Thisenabled
Americato concentrate on building the
strongest and richest single nation in history.
When it comesto aliances, however,
Americans have atendency to forget. Yes-
terday’s enemy can rapidly become today’s
friend—asin the case of Germany and
Japan in the yearsimmediately after World
War II. Thereverseisaso true: Moscow

of thewilderness, it isadefinite wesknessin
our present, quickly changing world. Failure
to understand the rest of the world—and
lessons of history—could prove disastrous.

Christendom vs. Islam

One of the great themes of history
has been the on-again, off-again rivalry
between Christendom and Ilam, dating
back to the beginnings of Idamin the early
seventh century (see“The Birthand
Spread of Idam,” page 14).

No one familiar with history can credibly

Sometimes a country’s greatest strengths can also become major liabili-
ties. This'is true of the United States. An awareness of.its strengths and
weaknesses will help us understand the presept__.si_t_d'éifén and the chal-
lenges'that lie aheadforAmerica,and the Lestgf thé"g__iﬁjlized world.

strength has weskened considerably over
recent years, following the pettern of the
British Empire. Asthat empire expanded,

50 eventudly British military commitments
around the world increased. After World
War || Britain was not able or willing to con-
tinueto act asthe world's policeman. The
United Statestook over therole, with Britain
continuing to offer support toaclosedly.

But the American military findsitself
considerably overextended—especialy
since mgjor military reductionsin the last
decade dragtically cut numbers of available
troops and combat aircraft, shipsand
armored vehicles.

Now both the United States and Britain
have troops committed in various parts of
the world that they increasingly need in
the continuing struggle againgt terrorism.
Asthey pull troops out of other areas, what
will be the consequences? A significant
danger isan unraveling of the world
order created by the British and American
leaders after World Wer 11, threstening
America’s preeminence.

America’s short memory

Ancther U.S. characteristic that hasbeena
strength—and, increasingly, aweskness—is
reveded inthebiblical namefor America,
Manasseh, which means “forgetting” When

valued dly in the war, only to become
andly againin the war on terrorism.

We see asimilar pattern with the Taliban
in Afghanistan. Twenty years ago the
United States hel ped the Taliban's Ilamic
fundamentalists fight against Soviet forces;
in recent months the arms the United
States gave them have been turned on
America, with America seeking Russian
help againgt them after the Sept. 11 attacks.

The samewas true with Irag adecade
ago. Tenyearsearlier the United States
helped Iraginitslong war againg Iran.
Now, 10 years after the Gulf War, some of
the dlieswho fought alongside the United
Statesin the Persan Gulf have let America
down in the conflict againgt terrorism
becausetheir national interests have since
diverged. Fears of palitica ingtability have
aso increased among the more-conservetive
leadersinthe Middle East, who are thresat-
ened by therising forces of Idamic
fundamentaismin their own countries.

School surveys show that Americans
know little of their own history, let alone
the complex and varied histories of the
intertwining peoples and cultures of
theworld. It'sasif history isirrelevant.
Although lack of tiesto the past wasa
strength when building anew nation out

e Y

say that one sidein this struggle conducted
itself better than the other inthe eyes of
God. Thetwo religions—Chrigtianity and
Idam—underlie two fundamentdly differ-
ent culturesthat inevitably clash when they
confront each other.

One concern frequently expressed since
the attacksisthat Western attacks on radical
Idamic forces could unite Mudims against
the West. In aworgt-case scenario, Idamic
fundamentalists could overthrow more-
moderate Mideast regimes such as Egypt
and Jordan—and oil-rich monarchieslike
Saudi Arabiaand Kuwait, which could
devastate Western petroleum-dependent
economies. Interestingly, Daniel 11:40-44
indicatesthat Mudimsin the Middle East at
some point will be united against acommon
enemy (see“A Different World,” page 12).

In recent times an added dimension to
this historic struggle has been the increas-
ing secularization of Christendom asthe
West has become more materiaistic and
hedonistic. The Idamic world resented
domination by Christian nations during the
colonial period but iseven angrier at the
secularization of its cultures by contempo-
rary American culture (see“A Rising Tide
of Idamic Fundamentalism,” page 7).

AsAmericansand Europeans have turned
further away from their traditiond religious
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beliefs, they havetended to think that reli-
giousand culturd differencesno longer mat-
ter. Americans especialy seemto think their
cultureissuperior and takeit for granted thet
everyone e se wantsto belikethem. While
somedo, thisisnot dwaysthe case. Many of
the peoplein the African countriesin which
my wifeand | have lived resented efforts by
Americansto change them.

Even many of those who have moved to
Americaresent its culture—they want to
retain their traditions, values and religious
beliefs. Sometimesthey find this extremely
difficult. Anger and frustration are the
result. Even if the vast mgjority of those
moving to the United States are fully
assimilated, the primary loyalties of many
will still extend beyond America. Often the
second generation is even angrier, finding
it difficult to reconcile conflicting loyalties.

Those whose ancestors arrived in Amer-
icagenerations ago often find it hard to
understand these differences. After dll, if
they integrated successfully, why can't
everybody else?

Theanswer liesin the significant
changesin U.S. immigration lawsin 1965
that led to increased immigration from so-
called third-world countrieswith radically
different culturesthat are harder to assimi-
late. In such aclimate extremist views can
flourish among groups, some even suc-
cumbing to violence to achievetheir aims.

Thisextremism will only worsen if
the economy continuesto deteriorate and
unemployment rises. Extremist political
movements found Europe an ideal breed-
ing ground for such ideas during the Great
Depression of the 1930s. As many nations
have learned, enemies exist without—
beyond the country’s borders—but ene-
miesaso livewithin. History showsthe
enemy withinisthe greater threat, made
even morethreatening if the military is
overexposed internationally, leaving few
forces behind to defend the homeland.

Respect replaced by disrespect

Early successeswith surgical strikes
againg terrorist bases notwithstanding, it’'s
highly unlikely that the terrorist problem will
go away and that the world will return to the
kind of normalcy that preceded Sept. 11.

Some of the reasons are explained
above. Another isfound in ascripture that
well sums up today’sredlity: “ Righteous-
ness exaltsanation, but sinisareproach
to any people”’ (Proverbs 14:34).

Time was when Americawas almost
universally looked up to by therest of the
world. After the failure of their kingsand

6 The Good News

< . ¥ ___

emperorsto avoid the carnage of World
War |, Europeans|ooked to President
Woodrow Wilson to show them anew and
better way. But lack of support at home
kept Americafrom staying involved.

It was different after World War 11. Then
Americans were committed to hel ping the
rest of theworld, and the United States took
on theresponsibility of leading the free
nations (see “America’sAstounding Des-
tiny: A Nation Losing ItsWay,” page 28).

Even in the Middle East, combatants
looked to the United Statesto assumethe
lead. It was President Jmmy Carter who
brought Egypt and Isradl to thetable. Suc-
cessive presdents havetried to arbitrate the
region’s conflicts, making effortsto talk with
the severd sdes. But in the aftermath of
September’ s attacksAmericans saw Paes-
tinians dancing in the streets celebrating
Americalsagony.

Blessings and curses

Respect and appreciation for America
arenot asgreat asthey used to be. The
Bible helps us understand why.

In the Pentateuch the book of Deuteron-
omy, chapter 28, promises blessingsfor
obedienceto God'slaws and curses—
devadtating negative consequences—for
disobedience. It may seemillogical to see
in thisan explanation for theterrorist attacks
on the United States, but the fact isthat
Americaisnot asrespected asit used to be.
Painful though it may beto admit, there are
sound reasonsfor this declinein respect.

The Idamic extremists who have been
behind repeated attacks on U.S. embassies
and government and military personnel for
yearsfear America's culturd influence on
their societies. American television shows
and movies congtantly undermine moral
values and thetraditional family, bothin
the United States and elsewhere.

Charactersare frequently shown scantily
dressed, using foul language, showing no
respect to their elders and obsessed with sex
and materidism. Other showsportray an
image of an extremely violent society. These
images are 0 pervasive that Western coun-
triesno longer think anything of it, but reli-
gious countriesin the East fed increasingly
threatened by these corrupting influences.
The stuation has only worsened with satdl-
lite television and the Internet becoming
morewidely available around the world.

News of sex scandals at the very top of
American society and government hasless
ened respect for America spolitica ingtitu-
tionsand leadership. Information on these
and other scandalsisaso more widespread

asaresult of advancesin communications
technology during the last few years.

American culture and entertainment—its
music, television shows and movies—are
saturated with sex. The nation a so accounts
for 80 percent of theworld’s pornography,
freely availablein many countries. More
than amillion babies are aborted every year
in the United States, innocent victims of a
national obsession with pleasure free of
conseguences or encumbrances.

The solid principles given in Deuteron-
omy 28 show that obedienceto God'slaws
resultsinanationbeing “set . . . high aove
dl nationsof theearth” (verse 1), asthe
United Stateswasin the years after its hum-
ble beginningsright up until after World War
I1. God promises blessings for obedience,
including support against hogtile powers
(verse 7). Americd shistory certainly shows
the nation was blessad when its people
better understood and followed many
of the principles of God'slaws.

Beginning with verse 15, though, we see
the consequences of disobedience. Verse
16 says, “Cursed shall you bein the city.”
When anation rgjects God, itscitiesare
no longer safe and secure.

In verse 20 God warnsthat if anation
continuesin itsrebellion against Him He
will send “cursing, confusion, and rebuke
inal that you set your hand to do, until
you are destroyed and until you perish
quickly, because of the wickedness of your
doingsin which you have forsaken Me”

Individual responsibility

Many will read thisarticle and conclude
thet responsibility lieselsewhere. Yet the
book of Joshua, chapter 7, containsthe story
of oneman, Achan, whose sin affected the

Tolearnmore
about the astound-
ing Bible prophe-
ciesof thefuture of
the United States, be
sure to request your [
free copy of The ’ f
United Statesand ol
Britain in Bible Prophecy. To better
understand what the Scriptures revea
about the dangerous age in which we
live, request AreV\e Living in the Time
of the End?, dso free.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our \Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.




A Rising Tide of Islamic Fundamentalism

hat fuels Islamic fundamentalism? An article in the November-

December 1998 issue of Foreign Affairs helps us understand the
roots of the motivation that probably lies behind the terrorist attacks
on New York and Washington. Written by Professor Bernard Lewis of
Princeton University, it began by quoting from a London-based Arabic-
language newspaper dated Feb. 23, 1998.

Al-Quds al-Arabi published the full text of a “Declaration of the World
Islamic Front for Jihad Against the Jews and the Crusaders.” Osama bin
Laden and other leaders of militant Islamic groups in Egypt, Pakistan and
Bangladesh were among the signatories.

“The declaration begins [states Foreign Affairs] . . . [by] quoting the
more militant passages in the Quran [Koran] and the sayings of the
Prophet Muhammad, then continues:

"'Since God laid down the Arabian peninsula, created its desert, and
surrounded it with its seas, no calamity has ever befallen it like these Cru-
sader hosts that have spread in it like locusts, crowding its soil, eating its
fruits, and destroying its verdure; and this at a time when the nations
contend against the Muslims like diners jostling around a bowl of food."”

The statement continues, condemning the United States for three
main reasons:

“First, for more than seven years the United States is occupying the
lands of Islam in the holiest of its territories, Arabia, plundering its riches,
overwhelming its rulers, humiliating its people, threatening its neigh-
bors, and using its bases in the peninsula as a spearhead to fight against
the neighboring Islamic peoples.. . .

“Second—Despite the immense destruction inflicted on the Iraqi peo-
ple at the hands of the Crusader-Jewish alliance and in spite of the
appalling number of dead, exceeding a million, the Americans never-
theless, in spite of all this, are trying once more to repeat this dreadful
slaughter . ...

“Third—While the purposes of the Americans in these wars are reli-
gious and economic, they also serve the petty state of the Jews, to
divert attention from their occupation of Jerusalem and their killing of
Muslims in it.”

The signatories conclude that these “crimes” amount to “a clear dec-
laration of war by the Americans against God, his Prophet, and the Mus-
lims." The declaration reminds readers that throughout the centuries the
Islamic religious authorities “unanimously ruled that when enemies
attack the Muslim lands, jihad becomes every Muslim’s personal duty.”
Jihad is defined narrowly by Islamic fundamentalists as holy war, the call
for a religious conflict that no Muslim may ignore.

Sensitivities over Arabia go back almost 1,400 years to the beginnings
of Islam. “The classical Arabic historians tell us that in the year 20 after the
hijra (Muhammed's move from Mecca to Medina), corresponding to
641 of the Christian calendar, the Caliph Umar decreed that Jews and

whole nation’s security. The biblical account
showsthat Achan himself had committed the

Even tourists often cause offense by
showing terrible ignorance of loca cus-

Christians should be removed from Arabia to fulfill an injunction the
Prophet uttered on his deathbed: ‘Let there not be two religions in Ara-
bia.' The people in question were the Jews of the oasis of Khaybar in the
north and the Christians of Najran in the south . ...

“... The expulsion of religious minorities is extremely rare in Islamic
history—unlike medieval Christendom, where evictions of Jewsand. . .
Muslims were normal and frequent . . . But the decree was final and
irreversible, and from then until now the holy land of the Hijaz [that is,
the western Arabian peninsula, now joined with neighboring domin-
ions to form Saudi Arabia] has been forbidden territory for non-
Muslims . .. For a non-Muslim to even set foot on the sacred soil is a
major offense. ..

"Where their holy land is involved, many Muslims tend to define the
struggle—and sometimes also the enemy—in religious terms, seeing the
American troops sent to free Kuwait and save Saudi Arabia from Sad-
dam Hussein as infidel invaders and occupiers. This perception is height-
ened by America’s unquestioned primacy among the powers of the

infidel world."

The article, written three years before the attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon, concludes:

”...Some Muslims are ready to approve, and a few of them to apply,
the declaration’s extreme interpretation of their religion. Terrorism
requires only a few. Obviously, the West must defend itself by whatever
means will be effective. But in devising strategies to fight the terrorists,
it would surely be useful to understand the forces that drive them."”

Religious-affairs writer and historian Karen Armstrong helps us
understand Islamic fundamentalism in her book Islam: A Short History:
“As the millennium drew to a close . . . some Muslims . . . for the first
time . .. have made sacred violence a cardinal Islamic duty. These fun-
damentalists often call Western colonialism and post-colonial Western
imperialism al-Salibiyyah: the Crusade” (2000, p. 180).

This is a chilling term for Muslims, calling to mind the violent clashes
between the forces of medieval Christianity and Islam almost 1,000 years
ago. European armies went on a series of Crusades to free Christian holy
places from the forces of Islam, frequently committing atrocities during
the period. “The colonial crusade has been less violent but its impact has
been more devastating than the medieval holy wars” (ibid.).

Western cultural values have impacted all the countries of the world
and, while some aspects are eagerly embraced, they are also sorely
resented by many people.

Writer Armstrong continues: “All over the world, as we have seen,
people in all the major faiths have reeled under the impact of Western
modernity, and have produced the embattled and frequently intoler-
ant religiosity that we call fundamentalism" (ibid., emphasis added). We
shouldn‘t expect Islamic fundamentalism to go away anytime soon.

The attacks on New York and Washington
were heinous crimes against the United

sin of taking spoil from recently conquered
Jericho, defying God'singtructionsto the
peopleof Isradl. Yet God judged thet the
entire nation had sinned (verse 11)—and
Joshuahad to find the transgressor before
Israel could expect another victory.

The account shows the importance of
every American conducting himself ina
way that is pleasing to God. Around the
world, respect for America has deteriorated
markedly in recent decades because of the
behavior of individual Americans, either
onfilm, inthe newsor inred life.

tomsand traditions, with which they could
easly familiarize themselves before leav-
ing the United States. Often their persona
conduct and mord behavior are sadly lack-
ing. Every American needsto take upon
himself theindividual responsibility of rep-
resenting the United Statesin away that
will earn respect for the country. This goes
for thosein the film and music industries as
well, where thereisadire need for whole-
some and uplifting movies and music.
Nothing can justify the cold-blooded,
murderous acts of Sept. 11 and afterwards.

States and against the 80 other nations
whose citizens—including many Mudlims
—died in the carnage while the world
watched ontelevision. These actswere
inexcusable. But, asthe United States and
itsaliesembark on along and challenging
battle against the forces of internationdl ter-
ror, thisessential background knowledge
will help usto better understand the overall
significance of these attacks and the small
waysin which individual Americans might
help restore the respect the United States
once had around theworld. Gn
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Where Was God?

If God is all powerful and all knowing, the source of all that is good and kind and right, how could He allow evil
human beings to snuff out the lives of people who have done them no harm? Why would He allow such things?

by Bruce Gore

he unimaginable atrocities of Sept.
11 brutally reminded usthat evil
remains apowerful and destructive
forceintheworld. Theterrorist
attacks on New York and Washington
prompted millionsto ask: Where was God?

Where was God on

Sept. 11? Why didn’t He

act to prevent such an
evil? Doesn't He exercise
control over everything
that occurs? Is God pow-

erless to prevent evil?
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If God, who made the world, isgood, why
hasthe world gonewrong? If Heisloving
and merciful, why does He allow such horri-
ble events?If He made Hiswhole crestion
good, why hasn't it stayed good? If He pos-
sesses absolute power and hates evil, why
does He permit such evil things to happen?

We often ask such questionswhen achild
runsinto astreet and is struck down, when a
speeding, drunken driver takesthe lives of an
innocent family or when someonefallsvictim
to random violence. The stunning amount of
destruction and loss of lifein theWorld Trade
Center and Pentagon has focused even grester
attention on such questions.

Most people with religious upbringings
learned that the world came into existence by
the creative act of agreat and powerful
divine being. But obvioudy agreat many
things have gone wrong in the world since
that time.

So we ask oursalves: Where was God on
Sept. 11?Why didn’'t He act to prevent such
an evil? Doesn't He exercise control over

everything that occurs? Is God powerlessto
prevent evil?

What would it take to eliminate tragedy?

The answer to those questionsisinherent
in another: Do we want God to totally con-
trol everything we do?

Think about it for aminute. Would you
want someone else to take control of your
life, to dictate everything you could or could
not do, to determine everything you didin
your every waking moment? Would you
want that kind of domination over your life?

Where would you draw the line on what
you would want God not to alow? Should
God prevent anyone who drivestoo fast from
speeding? Should He keep all of usfrom
viewing television shows, movies and video
gamesthat could influence someto lust or
commit acts of depravity and violence?

These forms of entertainment often lead
to the misuse of our God-given sexudlity,
designed to bring us happy marriages and
wonderful children. Such misguided pro-
grams degrade the character of those who
produce and use them. Extramarital affairs
often lead to the destruction of marriagesand
families. Many children from broken mar-
riages grow up into hurt, angry, distrustful
adults. Premarital sex often resultsin dis-
eases, unwanted pregnancies and the
aborting of tiny, innocent human lives.

When people bresk laws—do irresponsible
things—they often hurt not only themselves
but innocent people. At what point should
God take control of peopleto stop them from
doing such things? Before we criticize what
God dlows, we would be wise to examine
and answer these crucial questions.

Understand that, for God to prevent every
tragedy, He would have to exercise absolute
control over every action of every human
being on theface of the earth.

But, if He did, we would be nothing more
than automatons—robots incapable of making
decisions on our own. We would be deprived
of freedom to make persond choices.

Nowherein God'sWord, the Bible, do we
find evidence that He ever intended usto be
mindless machines. On the contrary, the
Scriptures reveal that God crested uswith
freedom of choice, or free will.

AFP Photo



We treasure this freedom so highly that
much of Western cultureisbased on and
passionately committed to protecting it.
Peopleregard it as one of the foundational
rights of society. Yet we tend to blame God
when our collective freedom to make
choices and live our own way produces
tragic consequences.

It all started in the garden

We can find many answersto our per-
plexing questions by reviewing what hap-
pened in the Garden of Eden. That'swhere
and when humanity’s problems began.
Much that has happened in history can
be traced back to the brief time our first
human parents spent in that God-made par-
adise. Patterns of behavior began there that
still affect men, women and children
everywhere.

God created usfor an awesome purpose,
yet He made us spiritually incomplete.
From the beginning He gave us aremark-
ably capable mind. But He did not instan-
taneoudly create character within us. To
develop righteous character we must con-
scioudly choose good over evil.

Thistakestime, and God givesus a
choicein how welearn the difference
between right and wrong. We can respect

can produce terrible consequences. The
Scripturestell usthat “whatever aman
sows, that he will also reap” (Galatians
6:7). So, predictably, after Adam and Eve
succumbed to Satan, they and their descen-
dants began to reap a harvest of violence
and suffering.

Though God cresated us with freedom of
choice, He appealsto usto recognize that
definitive knowledge of right and wrongis
available only from Him. Notice how
plainly the Scriptures explain the conse-
quences of our choices:

“See, | have set before you today life
and good, death and evil, in that | com-
mand you today to love the Lorp your
God, towak in Hisways, and to keep His
commandments, His statutes, and His
judgments, that you may live and multiply;
and the Lorp your God will blessyou. . .
But if your heart turns away so that you do
not hear . . . | announceto you today that
you shall surely perish. .. | call heaven
and earth aswitnesses today against you,
that | have set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing; therefore choose life,
that both you and your descendants may
live” (Deuteronomy 30:15-19).

God wants usto make good choices. But
He does not force usto do so. Nevertheless

Understand that, for God to prevent every tragedy, He would
have to exercise absolute control over every action of every
human being on the face of the earth.

God'swisdom and allow Him to teach us,
or we can trust our own judgment and
learn the hard way.

God created Adam and Eve, then placed
them in the Garden of Eden. ThereHe
began to teach them the way of life that
would bring peace and blessings—the way
of life He wanted them to pass on to their
children. He commanded them to obey His
instruction.

Yet He did not force them to obey
Him. It wastheir responsibility to choose
whether they would trust Him and rely on
Hisjudgment and teachings or not. Satan,
seeing in humanity’s freedom of choicean
opportunity to deceive, offered them alife
based solely on self-determination and
independence from God. Adam and Eve
exercised their free will. They foolishly
accepted Satan's offer. Their choice dra-
matically changed their lives and set the
course of history for all their posterity.

Consequences of choices
All choices produce results. Bad choices

He commands us, “ Sow for yourselves
righteousness; reap in mercy; break up
your fallow ground, for it istime to seek
the Lorp, till He comesand rainsrigh-
teousnessonyou” (Hosea 10:12). If every-
one would choose to sow righteousness,
our world could regp thefruit of peace and
security. This God has promised (Leviticus
26:3-12).

Most seldom take God and His Word
into consideration in their choices. God
allows human beings to make their own
decisions and to be selfish, self-centered,
greedy, angry, lustful and arrogant. He
doesn’t want people to be that way, but He
permitsit.

The problem with most peopleisthat
when they make bad choicesthey seldom
redlize that they are bad. They typically
view them as being the best choicesfor
them at the time—~but they don’t consider
the long-term consequences. By repeatedly
making bad choices, they bring pain and
suffering into their lives and the lives of
others.“. . . Those who plow iniquity and

sow trouble reap the same”’ (Job 4:8).

Because amost al of humanity has
rejected God's counsel, most people con-
tinue to make poorly informed choices.

I saiah poignantly described humanity’s
typical path: “Theway of peacethey have
not known, and thereisno justicein their
ways; they have made themselves crooked
paths, whoever takes that way shal not
know peace. Thereforejusticeisfar from
us, nor does righteousness overtake us; we
look for light, but thereis darkness! For
brightness, but we walk in blackness! We
gropefor thewall like the blind, and we
grope asif we had no eyes, we stumble at
noonday as at twilight; we are as dead men
in desolate places’ (Isaiah 59:8-10).

God isalowing usto learn for ourselves
that many of our choices are at best very
unwise, that they can bring tremendous
suffering. When we refuse to base our lives
on God'srevedled ingtructions, He lets us
collectively suffer the consequences of our
combined foolish choices. Thisisapri-
mary reason that we livein aworld filled
with so much suffering.

Not God's world

We d so need to understand that thisis
not God’sworld. The apostle Paul refersto
it as“thispresent evil age” (Galatians 1:4,
emphasis added throughout).

The Scriptures speak of Satan the devil
asadeceptive and powerfully evil spirit
being who served God asa* covering
cherub” (Ezekiel 28:16) before he rebelled.
They explain that the devil offered Eve—
and in turn Adam through her persuasion
—an dternative path to the one that God
had instructed them to follow.

Regrettably, they willingly accepted his
offer. They chose to experiment with their
own ways, independent of God's guidance.
By succumbing to the devil’s temptation,
they submitted to his sway and influence.
Adam and Eve set a pattern that mankind
hasfollowed ever since. Therefore Satan's
evil ways became, in the words of Paul,
“the course of thisworld” that most people
unwittingly follow (Ephesians 2:2).

Mankind asawhole sincethat time has
gone down the same path. In the same pas-
sage Paul calls Satan the devil the“ prince
of the power of the air, the spirit who now
worksin the sons of disobedience” Heis
soinfluential, even apparently “broadcast-
ing” wrong moods and attitudes to recep-
tive human minds, that he has deceived
humanity into believing that ruthless com-
petition and strife are better than the coop-
erative way God first began teaching Adam
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and Eve. Therefore Satan has become “the
god of thisage [who] has blinded [those]
who do not believe” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Christ acknowledged that Satan isthe
present ruler of thisworld, or age (John
14:30; 16:11). Healso said to Pilate,

“My kingdom isnot of thisworld” (John
18:36). Again, for the present, thisis not
God'sworld.

Nor is God the author of the pain we see
around us. Other factors cause humanity’s
suffering—human decisions, sin and the
devil’s successin influencing and manipu-
lating our self-centered choices. (For more
information be sure to request our free
booklets Why Does God Allow Suffering
and IsThere Really a Devil ?)

God isnot trying to save the entire
world now (Matthew 13:10-15). Instead,
heisworking out His plan according to
His own time frame. He will deal with
Satan at the proper time (Revelation 20:1-
3)—nhut in the meantime He allowsthe
devil to hold sway over the earth (1 John
5:19; Revelation 12:9).

Painful lessons

Now back to our primary question:
Why does God permit evil on the atrocious
scale of Sept. 11? Primarily, itisso

given usthousands of yearsto write the
hard lesson of experience under the disas-
trous sway of Satan. Itishisinfluence, not
God's, that has pitted man against man and
nation against nation.

Christ foretold where our collective
determination to do things our own way
would eventually lead. In Hisfamous
prophecy of Matthew 24 He predicted that
in the end time “ nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom”
(verse 7). The Greek word heretrandated
“nation” is ethnos, from which we derive
the English word ethnic. Jesus prophesied
atime when many of theworld's peoples
and cultureswould rise against each other
—exactly aswe have seen throughout
history and especially in recent years.

Coupled with this, said Jesus, “kingdom
[will rise] againgt kingdom”—countries
and nations would go to war against
each other.

The outcomethat He foretold is chilling.
Thetimeimmediately before Hisreturn
will be“atimeof great distress, such as
there has never been before sincethe
beginning of the world, and will never be
again.” Conditionswill be so dangerous,
so terrifying, that, “ if that time of troubles
were not cut short, no living thing could

Understand that, for God to prevent every tragedy, He would

have to exercise absolute control

over every action of every

human being on the face of the earth.

mankind can learn one essential |esson.

All of humanity must eventualy learn,
beyond a shadow of doubt, that God'sway
of lifeisthe only way that will really work.
God prefersthat we learn thislesson the
easy way, by trusting His judgment and
choosing to follow Hisinstructions. Thisis
the way He offered us—all of mankind—
at the beginning of our existence.

Jesus Christ concisely sums up thisway
of life: “*You shdl love the Lorp your God
with al your heart, with al your soul, and
with al your mind.” Thisisthefirst and
great commandment. And the second is
likeit: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-39; quoting
Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18).

Ironicaly, dl three of the world’s great
monotheistic religions—Chrigtianity, Iam
and Judaism—claim to accept these two
divine commandments. But humanity as
awhole has seldom followed them.

Mankind, being naturally hostile toward
God and Hislaw (Romans 8:7), has chosen
the more difficult way. Therefore God has

10 The Good News

Yy

survive. . (verses21-22, Revised
English Bible).

Thiswill be the culminating result of our
collective choiceto go our own way, to try
to solve our problems apart from following
God'sway of love: Wewill find ourselves
on the brink of annihilation.

Wresting control from Satan

“. .. When you see these things happen-
ing,” Chrigt said, “know that the kingdom of
Godisnear” (Luke21:31). Hismessageis
clear: Because we areincgpable of forging
enduring solutionsto our conflicts, He will
have to intervene to save us fromourselves.

Our collective human experiences—
including the terrible tragedies of thislife—
arelikeatorrential river sweeping human-
ity toward one inescapable conclusion:
“Thereisaway that seemsright to aman,
but itsend isthe way of death”—of pain
and destruction (Proverbs 16:25). When
mankind finally learnsthis crucial lesson, it
will then turn to the instruction book of its
Maker and be guided to the better way. In

the end our al-knowing, al-powerful God
will bring good out of dl the bad.

When Jesusreturns, Satan’s influence
over humanity will cease. Thenit will be
said, “Now isthe judgment of thisworld;
now theruler of thisworld will be cast
out” (John 12:31). Christ will forcibly step
in and take control of the governments of
theworld (Revelation 11:15)—imposing
punishment on those who refuse to obey
Him (Zechariah 14:16-19).

Through His Spirit, God will begin
granting people the power to control their
human nature (Ezekiel 36:25-27). But
even thiswill not be by actually making
anyone do anything. People will still have
achoice. Yet the choice will be much
clearer for Christ will remove the spiritual
blindness of living under Satan’srule. He
will teach people how to avoid wrong,
selfish choicesthat bring misery and
destruction (Isaiah 11:9; 30:21; Micah
4:2-3). Through their voluntarily yielding
to Him, God will change their nature from
within, writing His law in their minds and
hearts (Jeremiah 31:33).

Must we, inthe meantime, feel helpless
before the power of Satan, who, according
to John 8:42-44, isthe father of liesand all
other evil?Not at dl, providing we will
wholeheartedly examine our waysand
individualy turn to God in humility and
obedience. The Scripturestell usthat, if we
“submit to God” and “resist the devil,” he
will “fleefrom you” (James4:7).

Through Isaiah God tells us how to
begin this process:; “ Seek the Lorp while
He may be found, call upon Him while He
isnear. Let the wicked forsake hisway,
and the unrighteous man histhoughts; let
him return to the Lorp, and He will have
mercy on him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7).
To learn more, request our free bookl et
Transforming Your Life. We do not have
to remain trapped under Satan’s sway.
Indeed, God has shown us the way out.
Oncewe are pardoned, God's help
through His Spirit isavailableto usto
transform our livesin thislife now.

They will live again

“All that may betrue,” somewill say,
“but it doesn’t help the loved ones| have
lost.” Though at first glance that appearsto
betrue, God hasreveded that al isnot lost
for them, either. Those who had their lives,
with their hopes and dreams, taken from
them through death are destined to live
again. Hewill resurrect themto live again
in aworld where neither evil nor Satan, the



Why Do We Blame God for Catastrophes?

I nsurance companies speak of damage done by an earthquake or storm
as an "act of God."” Sometimes, when a child’s life ends prematurely,
people will even say that God took the child to be with Him.

When an accidental death occurs or a weather disaster or earthquake
demolishes buildings and injures or kills people, is it fair to classify such
troubling events as deliberate acts of God?

Certainly not! In reality most of these tragedies fall under one of two
categories—time and chance and human error.

Such tragedies usually result from people being at the wrong place
or inthe wrong situation at the wrong time. Their cause is similar to wise
King Solomon’s explanation of why being faster, wiser or stronger may
not always determine one’s success. “I returned and saw under the sun
that—The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor bread
to the wise, nor riches to men of understanding, nor favor to men of skill;
but time and chance happen to them all” (Ecclesiastes 9:11). The same
principle normally applies to most victims of hard-to-explain disasters—
they simply happen to be at the wrong place at the wrong time.

Recently a newscaster expressed the skepticism of many by asking,
“Why would God allow such terrible things [like the thousands of deaths
in the World Trade Center disaster] to happen?” Appropriately he did
use the word allow rather than cause. Nevertheless, his question implied

that we might have reason to suspect that God doesn’t care about what
happens to us.

Why are we so quick to question God's goodness and fairness when
something goes wrong but take for granted the bountiful blessings He
has already given us? Is it fair for us to give ourselves the credit for the
abundance of good things we enjoy and then blame God for the bad?

Couldn't it be that we need to reevaluate our perspective? Shouldn’t
we acknowledge that we might avoid disasters if we put far more effort
into learning and following the instruction and wisdom God has so gen-
erously and helpfully revealed to us in His \Word? Isn‘t this a time to exam-
ine our own ways rather than suggest that maybe God should accept
the blame for our troubles?

Long ago God expressed His thoughts about accusations that He is
unfair: “. .. The children of your people say, ‘The way of the LorD is not
fair." But it is their way which is not fair!” (Ezekiel 33:17).

Isn‘t it possible for us to acknowledge that sometimes our opinion of
God really isn't fair—or that God really could be consistently fair, even
when He allows us to learn important lessons the hard way?

Let's learn to be more vigilant in examining ourselves, admitting our
weaknesses and mending our own ways. As we do, we'll start to see that
God has been much fairer with us than we could have ever imagined.

father of evil, will any longer dominate
human affairs.

“Donot marvel at this” Jesussaid, “for
an hour iscoming, inwhich al who arein
thetombs shall hear Hisvoice, and shall
comeforth; those who did the good deedsto
aresurrection of life, those who committed
the evil deedsto aresurrection of judgment”
(John 5:28-29, New American Standard
Bible). (For more details about the hopeful
sdeof this*resurrection of judgment,” be
sureto request our booklet What Happens
After Death? It thoroughly explains, from
God'sWord, thiswonderful resurrection
that so few correctly understand.)

Intime, al wrongswill be made right
and al hard questionswill be answered.
God has promised, “1 will bring the blind
by away they did not know . . . | will make
darknesslight before them, and crooked
places straight. Thesethings | will do for
them, and not forsakethem” (Isaiah 42:16).

God'sgod isto create from human
beings His own righteous family. But He
revealsin HisWord that mankind must first
learn some hard lessons.

Aswe have dready explained, thereis
an easy way to learn and ahard way. God
prefersthat we learn our lessons the easy
way—by smply trusting Him and believ-
ing what He revealsin His Word without
having to experience the consequences
of alifetime of questionable choices. But
our resistanceto God'sinstruction means
that we learn most of these lessonsthe
hard way.

God wants usto learn and practice

righteous behavior. But Heis even

more concerned that we build righteous
character—the kind of character that, with
His help, will help usto control what we
think and what motivates us.

Thisiswherethered control over good
and evil must be established—in the indi-
vidual character of each of us. Only by
giving usfreewill could God enable usto
choose between right and wrong, between
good and evil, so that He could establish
His own character in our minds. His ulti-
mate intent isto develop godly character
indl of humanity so that we will basedl
of our choices on the same unsdlfish love
that motivates Him.

The Scriptures show that God will suc-
ceed in accomplishing this beyond anything
we could imagine—that when al issaid
and done only asmall minority will have
rejected Hisways. When God has brought
His plan to completion, humanity will be
transformed into His own children and
enjoy fullness of life and peacein amanner
we can't humanly realizeispossible.

Yes, God alows human beingsto
choose who influences them and to make
many, many unwise persona choices.
Satan the devil till dominates the thinking
of most of humanity.

But, fromit al, humanity islearning an
incredibly important lesson that few et this
time can appreciate. The net effect of the
choices human beings make without God's
complete involvement in their lives can
produce, at best, only amixture of good
and evil (Genesis2:17).

Thankfully, God has set atime when He
will send Jesus back to earth to make this
lesson clear to human beings. Thiswill
include even those who have goneto their
graves without this precious understanding
(Titus 2:11-14; 2 Peter 3:9; Ezekid 37:11-
14; Matthew 12:41-42). The good newsis
that the overwhelming majority will ulti-
mately listen and change their ways of
thinking and living.

God will bring thisabout. Then dl will be
ableto enjoy apeace and safety—aswell as
freedom—that is presently impossible. G

Recommended Reading

Thisarticle provides
only a brief view of
why theworldisin
such sad shape and
why we experience
S0 much pain and
tragedy. For more
understanding,
please request your free copies of the
booklets Why Does God Allow Suffer-
ing? and IsThere Really a Devil? To
learn how God will ultimately right all
wrongs and teach all people Hisway of
love—including those who have
aready died—a so request The Gospel
of the Kingdom and What Happens
After Death?

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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Behind the Headlines

A Diffterent World

by Mario Seiglie

he shock was absolute. The mind

redled at the magnitude of the

destruction. Jumbo jets hit the

two 110-story towers of the World
Trade Center. The towerswere aflame. In
alittle more than an hour both of them col-
lapsed, killing thousands of innocent peo-
ple. Then followed images of the smolder-
ing Pentagon in Washington, D.C. A large
section of it lay in ruinsin which amost
200 more perished.

What we witnessed on Sept. 11 wasa
new type of terrorism that reached anew
level of hate-inspired horror.

How could this happen, and what does
it mean for the future? A hit of history is
necessary for our understanding.

Factions among Muslims

Many factions of Idam exigt, but thetwo
largest are the Sunnis, the overwhelming
magjority, and the Shiites, aradical minority
opposed to the governing Sunni classes.
Thecivilized world's present troubles come
mainly from radical and militant Muslim
groups, mostly from the Shiite, or Shia, fac-
tion. But some of the perpetrators of this
epitome of violence are emerging from the
Sunni branch.

For ingtance, Iran, under Shiite control
sincethe takeover by the Ayatollah Khomeini
at theend of the’ 70s, has been amajor spon-
sor of terrorism. But five years ago Afghani-
ganfel under control of the Taliban regime,
which representsaradical Sunni faction.

Taliban interpretations of Idamiclaw are
S0 drict that even fundamentalist Iran con-
sdersit extremist. When the Taliban took
ove, it imposed restrictionsthat included
aban on, among other things, kiteflying,
duffed anima's, paper bags, marblesand
recorded music. Taliban authorities arrested
soccer playersfor wearing shorts. The Tal-
iban tightened already-oppressive redtric-
tions on women to include the banning of
white socks. Every inch of awoman’s body,
including her face, must be covered, they
decreed. She must make no noise with her
feet whilewalking. If sheteachesyoung girls
to read and write, she may be put to desth.

With such aradicd factionin contral,
Afghanistan became anaturd haveninwhich
fugitive terrorist Osamabin Laden, himself

afundamentalist Sunni, could find refuge.

Deep-seated enmity

The conflict between Isragl and itsArab
neighborsisarelated controversy that spills
over into therest of theworld.

After Arabs conquered Jerusdemin A.D.
638 (see “ The Birth and Spread of Idam,”
page 14), Mudims controlled the Holy

Instead of creating the great Idamic world
their forebears dreamed about, the Idamic
world in recent years has|ost economic, cul-
tural and military ground to the more power-
ful and prosperous Western society. The
Idamic world has aso seen globa communi-
cations penetrate its closed societies and
exposeits peopleto aflashy, materiditic
lifestyle—one thet apped sto many of their
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The terrible events of Sept. 11 brought home two realities: Our
world will never be the same, and the cultural clash between Islamic
extremism and the West is a clash of different worlds.

Land until 1917. The only timethey didn’t
was during the 11th to 13th centuries, when
the crusaders managed to sporadically
control the Holy Land but were ultimately
defeated and expelled.

It was not until the British defeated the
Muslim Ottoman Turksin 1917 that the
Holy Land, then called Pd esting, became
aBritish protectorate for 30 years. In 1948
the creation of the Jewish state, Israd, led
tothefirst Arab war against |srael.

So far Arabs have fought four wars againgt
|srael—in 1948, 1956, 1967 and 1973—and
logt every one. Inthe 1967 war the |sradlis
took control of Jerusalem but Ift the control
of the Temple Mount to Arab religious
authorities. Thefriction between the |sradlis
and the Arab Pdl estinians continues and
contributes to the hatred extremist militant
Mudims have for theWest and in particular
the United States, |srael’smain protector.

youths. Similarly, aswomen in Idamic coun-
tries have become better educated, fewer
want to submit to strict Mudlim laws.

This situation has fomented a great strug-
gle between Western and Ilamic values.
Muslim extremist groups have used this sit-
uaion to declare holy war against the West.

Center of world conflict

To serious students of the Bible, today’s
troubles are no surprise. God, looking ahead
in higtory, long ago predicted the land of
Israel would be at the center of the world's
troubles. He said: “Behold, | will make Jeru-
sdlem acup of drunkennessto al the sur-
rounding peoples, when they lay sSege
againg Judah and Jerusdem. And it shall
happeninthat day that | will make Jeru-
sdem avery heavy stonefor all peoples; all
who would heave it away will surely be cut
in pieces, though all nations of the earth are
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gathered against it” (Zechariah 12:2-3,
emphasis added throughot).

Judah and Jerusalem could not become
acenter of conflict whilethe Musimworld
ruled Jerusalem, since the whole Middle
East was then under Mudlim rule and
Jerusalem was an insignificant place. It was
only when the modern state of Israel came
into being in 1948 that the balance of power
and religion was forever upset in the region.
After 1967 the conflict escalated because,
after nearly 1,900 years, Jerusalem was
again firmly in Jewish hands.

Just as prophecy foretold, theregion regls
asadrunken man who cannot find stability
—itisatrue“cup of drunkennessto al
the surrounding peoples” Many insane acts
are perpetrated under what can correctly
be cdled religious drunkenness. Under its
spell followers of militant Iam happily
commit suicide, even at the expense of
thousands of innocent lives (see“Religion
of War or Peace?” page 15).

No doubt, with the presence of such radi-
cal elements, the Middle East will remain
an area of even grester instability. Thisis
likely to be especialy truein the face of
Western reprisals againgt terrorist attacks.

North-south divide

Where are these trends leading us? An
important prophecy about the Middle East
in the end time, in the book of Daniel, gives
ussomeindications.

The prophecy first revedsthe ultimate
destiny of the Persian kingdom, of which
Daniel was ahigh-ranking dignitary. Four
prominent monarchs would succeed to the
Persian throne. Surpassing the fourthin
greatnesswould be aking of Greece, the
head of a European nation, who would
defeat the Persians (Daniel 11:1-3). This
mighty conqueror, Alexander the Grest,
was prophesied to have a short reign and, at
the peak of his power, perish.

The subsequent kingdom would divide
into four partsand would not fall to any of
Alexander’sheirs (verse4). This prophecy
proved true when four of Alexander’s gener-
aseventualy divided hiskingdom among
themselves. Then the prophecy focuses on the
two Greek generalswho would rule the areas
north and south of the Holy Land. Seleucus
would govern greater Syriato the north, and
Ptolemy would reign over Egypt to the south.
It then describes the struggle their dynasties
would have to conquer the other’sregion,
especidly theterritory of the Holy Land.

In the prophecy Seleucusiscalled the
king of the North and Ptolemy the king
of the South. Asthe prophecy progresses
over time, other successors of these
positions are mentioned.

Then the scenein Danidl jumpsforward
in history to the “time of theend” (verse
40). Theking of the North would now
become afar more formidable power, while
the king of the South would hold in his
power agreat part of the southern kingdoms
surrounding |srael—territories that today
belong to the Mudlim Arabs.

The prophecy proclaims: “ At thetime
of theend the king of the South shall attack
him; and the king of the North shall come
against him like awhirlwind, with chariots,
horsemen, and with many ships, and he
shdll enter the countries, overwhelm them,
and passthrough” (sameverse).

The end-time king of the South appar-
ently will head afederation of nationsthat
are presently under Mudlimrule. The
nations under the king of the South that will
be invaded by the king of the North will
include “many countries,” among them
Egypt, Libyaand Ethiopia (verses 41-43).

Theking of the Northis described in
other parts of the Bible asthe head of agreat
federation north of these southern countries.

Time of Christ’s return

Thisking of the North will exist when
Jesus Chrigt returnsto earth: “Andinthe lat-
ter time of their kingdom, when the transgres-
sors have reached their fullness, aking [likely
out of Europe, aswasthe origind king of the
North] shdll arise, . . . His power shdl be
mighty, but not by his own power. He shall
destroy fearfully, and shall prosper and thrive;
he shadl destroy the mighty, and also the holy
people. Through his cunning he shall cause
deceit to progper under hisrule, and he shall
exdt himsdf in hisheart. He shal destroy
many intheir prosperity. He shall evenrise
againg the Prince of princes [the returning
Jesus Chrid]; but he shall be broken without
human means’ (Daniel 8:23-25).

Revelation 17 describes an end-time dicta-
tor known asthe“beast” heading afederation
of nations, goparently intheterritory of the
former Roman Empire. This appearsto be
the same person asthe king of the North, who
adsofights Christ at Hisreturn (verses 12-14).

Thisevil ruler will eventually conquer
much of the Middle East, including Israel,
and will set up aheadquartersthere. “He
shall enter alsointo the gloriousland, and

... shall plant the tabernacles of his palace
between the seasin the glorious holy moun-
tain [Jerusadem]; yet he shall cometo his
end, and none shall help him” (Daniel
11:41-45, King James Version).

During thistime theworld will suffer great
tribulation, just before the coming of Chrigt
to end the corrupt and violent rule of men.

The prophecy continues: “ At that time
... there shall be atime of trouble, such as
never was since there was anation, evento
that time. And at that time your people shall
be delivered, every onewho isfound writ-
tenin the book of life. And many of those
who deep in the dust of the earth shall
aweke. . " (Danid 12:1-2). Mention of the
tribulation and resurrection hereidentifies
the fulfillment of this prophecy asjust
before and through Christ’s second coming.

Bible prophecy foretellstherising of a
king of the South who will play asignifi-
cant rolein end-time events. What will
bring many of the Muslim nationsto unite
under such aleader?

Isit possible that an escalation of uncon-
scionable acts perpetrated by extremist
Muslim militants against the United States,
followed by Western reprisals, will eventu-
aly lead to the beginning of abroad Idamic
union under acharismatic religious leader
to defend the Mudlim cause? One way or
another, a“king of the South” will provoke
afuturewar in the Middle East.

Thisisatimeto stay tuned and watch
current events ever more closely. We have
entered adifferent world. Peace and security
will never be quite the same.

Asthe apostle Paul tellsusin Romans
13:11, “now it is high time to awake out of
deep; for now our salvation is nearer than
when wefirst believed.” G

To learn more about
what the Bible
reveals about com-
ing events, be sure
to request your free
booklets The Book of
Revelation Unveiled,
You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy and
AreWe Living in the Time of the End?

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our \Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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The Birth and Spread of Islam

chant named Muhammad (570-632) was finding solace from the out-

side world in a cave not far from Mecca in what is now Saudi Arabia.
This reputedly quiet, affectionate and kind man had been a caravan mas-
ter. Now, married to a rich widow, his former employer, he had plenty of
time for such solitude and reflection. By accounts he was worried about
a moral crisis of reckless materialism hindering his Arabic society. Along
with committing blatant idolatry, the poor and disadvantaged were in a
serious state of neglect.

In the words of Karen Armstrong, Muhammad awoke one night “to
find himself overpowered by a devastating presence, which squeezed him
tightly until he heard the words of a new Arabic scripture pouring from
his lips” (Islam: A Short History, 2000, pp. 3-4). He later understood that
presence to be an angel. And, reportedly, it was through such means that
the one God (Allah, the Arabic word for God)—the creator and sustainer
of the world—and His will were revealed to the one whom more than a
billion people now regard as “the Prophet.”

After further experiences or visions of this type, Muhammad began
preaching and gaining converts in 612. Apparently he did not think of
founding a new religion but merely of bringing the revelation of Allah to
the Arab world. He preached against the multitudinous gods and idols of
the time. Muhammad became aware that the Arabs sprang from Ishmael
(Ismail in Arabic), one of the sons of the biblical patriarch Abraham (or
Ibrahim). We are told that he highly regarded the Old Testament prophets
and Jesus of Nazareth, though he claimed that Jews and Christians had
corrupted their sacred texts as passed down. Indeed, he saw himself as
restoring the Abrahamic religion.

The religion Muhammad proclaimed eventually came to be
named Islam, in essence meaning surrender to the will of God. Its adher-
ents became known as Muslims (or Moslems); that is, those accepting
this surrender.

Muhammad's disciples memorized his recitations. After his death
they wrote them down to form the Koran (or Qur'an, meaning “read-
ing"). According to Islamic thought, God's will is revealed to man
through the Koran—the record of God's revelation to His messenger
Muhammad. Muslims understand Muhammad to be the last of a long
series of prophets, including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses and Jesus.
Written in classic Arabic and 80 percent of the length of the New
Testament, the Koran includes pronouncements against idolatry and
mandates for social justice.

At first Muhammad made few converts. After four years of preaching,
he had only about 70 followers. But he was undaunted, and soon many
more were attracted to the new faith. Yet this religion brought drastic
social repercussions with it. Because Muhammad's teachings threatened
the religion and the commerce of the people of Mecca, they persecuted
him and his growing band of believers, at last forcing him, in 622, to flee
to the Arabian city later called Medina. His flight, called the Hegira (or
Hijra), marks the beginning of the Islamic calendar.

Up to this point Muhammad had proclaimed a peaceful religion con-
cerned with social justice and providing for the poor—and patience in the
face of persecution. Yet, after his flight to Medina, things began to
change. Gaining power, he announced that God had ordered Muslims to
fight unbelievers. According to historian John Glubb: “The prophet, so
patient, humble and devoted under persecution in Mecca, commenced
to use power politics after his arrival in Medina. Not only does he resort
to war against the Meccans, but in Medina he drives the Jews into exile
and arranges for his opponents to be assassinated.”

According to another history: “Toward the end of his life [Muham-
mad] was responsible for organizing several expeditions against the Chris-
tian Arab border states, on the north of the [Arabian] peninsula” (Geof-
frey Parrinder, editor, World Religions: From Ancient History to the
Present, 1983, p. 469). Whatever words he may have used, his example

I n A.D. 610, during the Islamic month of Ramadan, a 40-year-old mer-

spoke volumes. Shortly after his death, in 632, the “sword of Islam” began
conquering vast tracts of the known civilized world.

This was, as the Muslims understood it, jihad—holy war. Historically,
jihad was not itself meant to convert individuals to Islam. Rather, its sup-
porters understood it to gain political control of society and administer
it through the principles of Islam. Conversions of individuals were to be
a by-product of Muslim authorities taking over and imposing righteous
laws. According to strict Muslim doctrine, compulsory conversions are for-
bidden. Yet that did not stop Arab warriors from demanding of pagans
that they “accept Islam or die.” In fact, it was mainly through that kind
of missionary efforts that Islam spread.

Cairo’s Sultan Hassan Mosque, constructed beginning in 1256, is
one of the finest examples of Islamic architecture in the world.

Soon Islamic armies rampaged against the decadent Sassanid (Persian)
and Byzantine (Asia Minor-Greek) forces controlling the Middle East,
quickly defeating them. Arab warriors conquered Jerusalem in 638. By
the early 700s Islam had spread across North Africa. It then pushed east
as far as India and north as far as Spain. From there the Arab raiders
attempted to conquer the rest of Europe but were stopped in 732 at the
Battle of Tours in the plains of Poitiers, France, by the armies of the French
prince, Charles Martel. Unable to spread further into Europe, Islam con-
tinued south and east, carrying its holy war into other parts of Africa, the
Middle East, India and the rest of Asia.

American author Louis L'Amour, noted for his extensive research, sum-
marized the spread of Islam as follows: “In the space of one hundred years
following the death of Mohammed in 632, the Arabs had carried the
sword of Islam from the Atlantic to the Indian Ocean, holding at one time
most of Spain, part of southern France, the isle of Sicily, all of North Africa
and Egypt, all of Arabia, the Holy Land, Amenia, Persia, Afghanistan, and
almost a third of India. The empire of the Arabs was larger than that of
Alexander the Great or of Rome"” (The Walking Drum, 1984, p. 171).

It isimportant to realize that Jews and Christians, whose religious tra-
ditions Muhammad saw himself as succeeding, were accorded special
favor in this conquest. He allowed them to keep their religion as long
as they paid a tax. In this respect the Islamic empire was more tolerant
of Jews and Christians than Christian Europe was of Jews and Muslims
during much of its history. Muslims gave those who were not Jews or
Christians the simple choice of converting to Islam or death.

Yet, as L' Amour writes: “They came with the sword, but they retained
the best of what they discovered. Much that we know of Arab science was
born from the minds of Jews, Persians, Greeks, various Central Asiatic peo-
ples, and the Berbers, but it flowered under Arab enthusiasm. A scholar
was welcome everywhere . . . [and] for more than five hundred years the
Arabs carried the torch of civilization” (pp. 171-172).

While Europe languished in the poverty and ignorance of the Dark
Ages, the Arabs were developing libraries and learning centers. They
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preserved the great works of ancient Greece and Rome, transmitting to
us the decimal system, logarithms, algebra and trigonometry. Under
their patronage, medical treatment, botany, geography, zoology and
other studies advanced.

Over the centuries Islam spread throughout the Arab world,
ultimately becoming one of the world's great religions. Though often
violent, expansion has been peaceful at times—as Muslim populations
simply expanded and overflowed into other areas. In its tumultuous his-
tory, genuine missionary activity has ebbed and flowed, experiencing

asharp increase in the 20th century.

As noted earlier, Islam has more than a billion adherents. They live in
every country. Indeed, although most Arabs are Muslim, no longer are
most Muslims Arab. About one third of Africa is Muslim. Even America
has seen peaceful Islamic growth. Time reported that Islam may
be America's fastest-growing religion. “The country’s 7 million Muslims
are overwhelmingly middle and professional class” (Atlantic edition,
Sept. 24, 2001).

—Tom Robinson and Mario Seiglie

Religion of War or Peace?

Christianity . . . Islam honors all humanity—not just believers—as cre-

ated by God, who is referred to as ‘the compassionate and the merci-
ful'” (Sept. 24, 2001). In common with Judaism and Christianity, the Islamic
scriptures espouse the Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you.

After the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, many Muslims have pleaded with
Americans to recognize Islam as a peaceful religion. Indeed, President
George Bush stood in a mosque before American Muslim leaders and pro-
claimed, “Islam is peace.” Henry Kissinger, a former secretary of state,
added, “The battle is against a radical minority that disgraces the humane
aspects of Islam.”

However, such statements may seem jarring when juxtaposed with
the terrorist acts of the past few decades, the crowds

I n an article on the values of Islam, Time said that “like Judaism and

dose of suffering and death on many innocent, unsuspecting people in
Manhattan’s two tallest buildings—including, ironically, several dozen
fellow Muslims.

How do they justify it? They argue that the West has already attacked
them through cultural imperialism and international policies that hurt
Islam worldwide. They see America as the invader of their lands and
destroyer of their faith, with Israel as America’s primary accomplice. This
makes them, as they see it, martyrs for Islam—for which the Koran does
promise great reward.

After the U.S. embassy bombings in 1998, Osama bin Laden con-
tended in a January 1999 interview that Muslims were merely respond-
ing to a “legitimate duty to protect their religion against perceived
attacks from 'Jews and crusaders (generally Americans). . . Our holy land
is occupied by Israeli and American forces. . . We have

of cheering Palestinians when the World Trade Cen-
ter was destroyed, and the bloodstained history of this
religion, which spread by conquest (see “The Birth and
Spread of Islam,” page 14). Indeed, the word jihad—
holy struggle or war—conjures images for many of an
entire religion bent on destroying Western civilization.

Yet jihad should be understood in its context. We
must realize that Islam itself has undergone many
changes in modern times—with particular philoso-
phies coming to the fore while others have fallen
into disrepute.

In its entry on jihad, the Encyclopaedia Britannica
explains: “Islam distinguishes four ways by which the
duty of jihad can be fulfilled: by the heart, the tongue,

the right to defend ourselves and to liberate our holy
land . . . Hostility towards America is a religious duty
and we hope to be rewarded for it by God . . . Praise
be to God for guiding us to do jihad in his cause.””

This is not the view of the majority of Muslims liv-
ing in the United States and other Western nations.
But, in the poorer areas of the world—much of which
is Muslim—many harbor resentment over the afflu-
ence of Western life they see portrayed in movies as
opposed to their own often-destitute conditions—
thus fueling the fire against America. U.S. support for
what they see as corrupt leaders in their countries only
furthers that resentment.

Anti-American rhetoric in the Middle East is inces-

the hand, and the sword. The first consists in a spiritual
purification of one’s own heart by doing battle with the devil and over-
coming his inducements to evil. The propagation of Islam through the
tongue and hand is accomplished in large measure by supporting what is
right and correcting what is wrong. The fourth way to fulfill one's duty is
to wage war physically against unbelievers and enemies of the Islamic
faith ... Modern Islam places special emphasis on waging war with one’s
inner self. It sanctions war with other nations only as a defensive measure
when the faith is in danger” (Micropaedia, Vol. 6, 1985).

This is in keeping with Muhammad's teaching in the Koran: “Fight for
the sake of God those that fight against you, but do not attack them first.
God does not love the aggressors” (quoted by Philip Novak, compiler, The
World’s Wisdom: Sacred Texts of the World's Religions, 1994, p. 300).

However, this sentiment was belied by Muhammad's own aggression
against the Meccans and others. In Islam, as in Christianity, fundamental-
ists and liberals, left-wingers and right-wingers, radicals and moderates
all claim to be the true followers of the religion.

Most Muslims would never consider killing themselves in a suicide
bombing of inhabited buildings with the resultant loss of thousands of
precious human lives. Of suicide, the Koran clearly states: “Do not destroy
yourselves. God is merciful to you, but he that does that through wicked-
ness and injustice shall be burned in fire” (ibid., p. 309). Yet suicide
bombers, armed with a radical interpretation of Islam, inflicted a massive

sant. “For example,” reported The Wall Street Journal
on Sept. 20, “the mufti—or chief cleric—appointed by the Palestinian
Authority under Yasser Arafat has prayed that God will ‘destroy Amer-
ica," while the editor of a leading Palestinian journal has declared: The
American ‘murderers of humanity, the creators of the barbaric culture
and the bloodsuckers of nations, are doomed to death."”

Such ranting is not without effect. Continuing in The Wall Street Jour-
nal: "Only last November . . . one of the official Palestinian Authority news-
papers reported the results of a poll in which 73 percent of Palestinians
supported ‘suicide missions against American interests in the Middle East.’
Is it any wonder, then, that there was rejoicing among the Palestinians
over the attacks ‘against American interests’ in America itself . . . ?"

David Pryce-Jones, senior editor of National Review, properly remarked
in The Sunday Telegraph (London): “There are of course many millions of
Arabs and Muslims, including Iragis and Palestinians, who do not rejoice,
who repudiate the horror committed in their name. . . They are as threat-
ened as the rest of the civilized world by Islamic fanaticism” (Sept. 16).

Yet it is a mistake to consign those in favor of terrorism against the
West to a tiny, insignificant lunatic fringe. Although they may represent
a small portion of the Muslim world, that part is nevertheless all too
significant—and rooted in Islamic traditions, in spite of the many who
believe terrorist actions violate the tenets of Islam.

—Tom Robinson

November/December 2001

15



T’

America’s Good Samaritans:

Selfless Sacrifice
and Heroism

Not since Pearl Harbor

has the United States
experienced such a shock
of national proportions
as it received on Sept. 11.
Yet out of the rubble
and carnage rose a mul-
titude of Good Samari-
tans. Some sacrificed
their lives. Others gave
unmeasured comfort to
the wounded and bro-
kenhearted. All left us

unforgettable examples.
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kay, there’'sagroup of usand
we're going to do something,”
said the voice on the phone.
Remarkably, Tom Burnett
had been able to phone hiswife, Deena,
while aboard ill-fated United Airlines
Flight 93. The other resol ute passengers
included Mark Bingham, Todd Beamer and
Jeremy Glick. Passengers Lou Nacke and
Donald Greene, the latter atrained pilat,
are aso believed to have been involved.
Together the group was probably instru-
mental in forcing the planeto crash in
rural Pennsylvaniarather than strike an
intended target in Washington, D.C.—
perhaps, as many believe, the White House
or Capital.

Ground zero—site of the World Trade
Center towers meltdown and collapse—
was aliving hell. Televised images and
reports of the unbelievable devastation
couldn’t describe the terror, torture, confu-
sion and carnage thousands experienced
that day.

Yet out of the white dust—concrete pul-
verized into powder—and over an estimated
million tons of rubble, twisted girdersand
whole office floors, poured forth stories of
sdfless sacrifice and incredible heroism.

Out of the anguish, excruciation and
deaths of thousandsin New York City and
Washington came countless stories that
should cause usto reflect on the teachings
of Jesus Christ—particularly His parable
of the Good Samaritan.

The Good Samaritan

We find the story of the Good Samaritan
in Luke 10, where Jesus said that to inherit
eternal lifewe must love God above dll else
and love our neighbor as ourselves. One
man, wanting to justify himself, asked
Jesus whom he should consider to be
his neighbor.

Jesus answered with the story of the
Good Samaritan. The parable would have
been unexpected by those who heard it
because the Jews of Jesus' day despised
Samaritans. Sowhy did Hetell it?

The Good Samaritan story explainsitsalf:
“A certain man went down from Jerusdlem
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him,
and departed, leaving him half dead. Now
by chance a certain priest came down that
road. And when he saw him, he passed by
onthe other sde. Likewise al evite, when
he arrived at the place, came and |ooked,
and passed by on the other side. But a
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came
where he was. And when he saw him, he
had compassion.

“So he went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he
set him on his own animal, brought him to
aninn, and took care of him. On the next
day, when he departed, he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and
said to him, ‘ Teke care of him; and what-
ever more you spend, when | come again,
| will repay you.”

“So which of thesethree” Jesus asked,
“do you think was neighbor to him who fell
among thethieves?” And the man who had
first asked the question responded: “He who
showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to
him, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:30-37).

Thetraveler in Jesus' story was journey-
ing from Jerusalem down to Jericho, a17-
mile trek descending 3,000 feet over rocky
terrain, adusty, rugged, bleak and danger-
ousroad, with plenty of good placesfor
robbersto hide. The thieves wounded and
robbed him, even stealing the clothing off
his body and leaving him “half dead.”

In the parable a Jewish priest first saw
the stricken travel er. He observed the man
and walked on the other side of the road,
being sure not to touch him, because if he
touched a dead man he would have become
ceremonially unclean. Ceremonia purity,
not helping abrother, was more important
for thispriest.

Next to happen upon the injured man was
aLevite. Asardigiousman, heaso was
interested in ceremonial purity. Hejudged
it prudent not to get involved, and he, too,
passed by on the opposite side.
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Jesus then introduced the Samaritan,
providing atwist to the story because a
Samaritan would be the last person those
in Chrigt’ saudience would expect to help
theinjured man.

The Samaritan had compassion on the
sufferer. He attended to the man on the
spot, using wineand olive oil to tregt his
wounds. Since the victim was too weak
to walk, the Samaritan set him on hisown
beast of burden and brought him to aninn
to take care of him.

Y et even then the Samaritan didn’t

the kind of selflessness Jesus talked about.

Selfless sacrifice

On Sept. 11 and during thefollowing
weeks, millions of Americans united to give
blood, food, drink and comfort. If that were
not enough, some even gave their lives so
that others might live—as happened on
Flight 93.

President Bush, in hisremarks on the
national day of prayer and remembrance
Sept. 14, mentioned severd acts of
el flessness.

Are We Our Brother’s Keeper?

merica witnessed its share of Good Samaritans during and after the recent World
Trade Center disaster. They are to be commended for their call to duty and sacri-
fice, some even giving up their lives in the process. Like the original Good Samaritan,
their examples should remind us of God's love for mankind, which transcends even
such outstanding examples of human love and sacrifice.
God calls us to a way of life exemplified by Him and His Son, Jesus of Nazareth. “For

scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:7-8).

You and | can come to understand and apply the kind of love and sacrifice Jesus
made for all humanity. The Bible describes it as being our brother’s keeper, one
who unfailingly “keeps"” his brother or sister. Such constancy is more than an imme-
diate and unplanned sacrifice for others, commendable as that is. To be your
brother’s keeper means to consider your neighbor’s needs at all times, whether he
is present or not.

A brother's keeper is one who understands godly love as expressed in Christ's sac-
rifice John 3:16-17). That kind of love is embodied in the final words of Jesus as He
hung dying on the stake: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do”
(Luke 23:34). This is what Jesus asked of the Father for His murderers.

This kind of love for others is not a part-time job but a way of life. It follows the
example of the Good Samaritan at all times. Ultimately the way of life God desires for
us involves God’s calling (John 6:44), repentance from dead works and faith toward
God (Hebrews 6:1-2). To learn more, request our free booklets Transforming Your Life:

The Process of Conversion and The Ten Commandments.

assumethat his duty was done. He had

to leave, so he paid the innkeeper some
money on account and asked him to

look after the man. Based on the rate of
exchange and economy of thetime, the
Samaritan paid the innkeeper, in advance,
for about two months' board. He then
assured him that if funds were needed
beyond this he would be good for it.

This, said Jesus, iswhat loving your
neighbor entails. The Samaritan of
Christ’s parable depicted a person who
did more than the minimum, more than
wasrequired. His attitude typified
human goodness.

Thisiswherethe acts of selfless service
and fearless heroism comeinto focus, both
at the World Trade Center and on the jet
that crashed into afield in Pennsylvania.
We now know there were other countless
acts of sdlfless sarvice, sacrifice and hero-
ism. Let’sreview afew asareminder of

“. .. We have seen our national charac-
ter in eloquent acts of sacrifice” he said.
“Inside the World Trade Center, one man
who could have saved himself stayed
until the end at the side of his quadri-
plegic friend. A beloved priest died giving
the last rites to afirefighter. Two office
workers, finding a disabled stranger, car-
ried her down 68 floorsto safety. A group
of men drove through the night from Dal-
las to Washington to bring skin grafts for
burn victims.”

The Sept. 24 issue of Time magazine
contained other accounts of people caught
in the World Trade Center disaster. An
unknown hero named Paul helped save
Genelle Guzman.

Miss Guzman, 31, was an office man-
ager who worked on the 64th floor of
Tower 1. When the havoc broke |oose after
thefirst plane exploded in the tower, she
stayed put as per announced instructions.

She gtarted down the stairs only after word
cameto evacuate the building.

Incredibly, when she reached floor 13
the building collapsed and Miss Guzman's
head became wedged between two pillars.
Beside her was aman dso trapped. She
heard him cry out twice, then he was silent.
Crying out to God, she asked for a second
chancein life. She saw nothing but dark-
ness and dust. She said another prayer:
“Pleasejust give methisone miracle”

Suddenly above her aman gppeared, “a
saint named Paul, who lifted her from the
rubble. Twenty-six hours had passed” (Time,
p. 70). At Bellevue Hospitd, Miss Guzman's
heed was swollen and her legs required
surgery, but doctors expect full recovery. The
compassi onate stranger showed the love and
concern of the Good Samaritan.

Good Samaritan Ronnie Clifford, 47, an
architect who was ahero and blessed to be
asurvivor, helped save Jennie-ann Maffeo,
an asthmatic who was alergic to latex.

Mr. Clifford was standing in the Marriott
Hotel’slobby inside the Trade Center com-
plex after thefirst plane hit one of the tow-
ers. Out of the pyre Mr. Clifford saw “a
charred woman rise, her fingernails melt-
ing off and her clothes burned onto her
skin” (Time, p. 71).

He shielded her with his coat when a
second shudder dropped them to the floor.
To combat shock, Mr. Clifford did his best
to keep her dert. They talked and prayed
together. Finally he led her to anearby
ambulance, MissMaffeo’s charred skin
clinging to his coat. From there he ran west
and boarded aferry to go hometo Glen
Ridge, New Jersey, where he hugged his
wife and 11-year-old daughter.

Later Mr. Clifford learned that he had
lost hissister and niecein one of the jets
that had plowed into one of the towers.
Amazingly, while he was grieving, he
still contacted Miss Maffeo’s employer,
who telephoned her family to inform her
relatives of her condition.

When she was reunited with her family,
she determined to track down the man
who had saved her life. While consoling
hisown family in Ireland, Mr. Clifford
received a phone call from MissMaffeo’s
sister. The sister gave Mr. Clifford thefam-
ily'sthanksfor putting himself at risk to
save her sister. Consistent with hisheroics
and sacrifice, “ Clifford replied that she had
it wrong—he never would have made it out
of the building beforeit collapsed if he had
not picked up her sister. ‘ Thetruthis, she
saved my life, she gave me strength’”
(Time, p. 73).
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‘A lot of heroes’

Capt. Pat Brown, 48, was ahighly deco-
rated fireman. After adtint in Vietnam, he
returned homein 1973 with many medals
and with abdllyful of anger and dared any-
oneto knock the chip off his shoulder. He
creditsthe New York City fire department
for saving hislife.

The department became hislife. Hewas
known for spectacular rescues. One day
he even chased down amugger in Central
Park while exercising. He taught blind
people salf-defense.

“Last Tuesday [Sept. 11] his company
got the call to go to the World Trade Cen-
ter,” reported Time. “ Fire fighter Brandon
Gill sayssomeoneyelled, ‘Don'tgoin
there, Paddy!” But Brown called back,
‘Areyou nuts?\We' ve got ajob to do!”’
and rushed up the stairs of the north tower
withhismen...” (Time, p. 75). In Capt.
Brown'srush to savelives, helost hisown.

Roko Camgj, 60, lived among the
clouds. Asawindow cleaner for the World
Trade Center, hisworkspace offered a
panoramic view of New York City. He
loved hisjob, dangerous though it was.
“Camgj was on the observation deck
on the 107th floor in 1993 when abomb
hit the building. It took him 2% hoursto
descend by stair, his mouth covered with
one of hisdamp sponges, his doffed shirt
covering the mouth of a pregnant woman
he escorted down. He was back at work
the next day.”

On Sept. 11 Mr. Camgj called hiswife
at 9:14 am. Hewas on the 105th floor of
the south tower. His son Vincent related
hisfather's last words: “Hetold my mom
he was with about 200 other people, and
hewasjust waiting for the O.K. to head
down. Hetold her not to worry, we'reall in
God'shands’ (Time, p. 69). It wasthelast
time they heard hisvoice.

A final story must betold about Michael
Hingson, ablind man, and hisyellow
Labrador named Roselle. Mr. Hingson was
on the 78th floor of the south tower when
the chaos started. Although his dog was
afraid of thunder, she appeared not to be
afraid of the sound of the jets crashing and
the collapse of the two towers. Shewas
calm throughout the tragedies and their
aftermath. “We moved fairly swiftly until
we hit about the 40th floor. Then things got
kind of jammed—alot of stopping and
starting,” he said.

Miraculoudly, Mr. Hingson and Roselle
both madeit to safety. “ Rosellewas ahero
for helping meto safety. But therewere a
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lot of heroes out there. Everyone helped
each other—down the stairwell, on the
street—and everyone stuck together. We're
all alive because of that. Everyonedid
what had to be done, and things were
amazingly orderly” (Time, p. 84).

Back to normal?

All those who expressed their willing-
nessto help othersin their hour of need are
to be commended. But will this spirit con-
tinue, or will it dissipate as has happened
too many times before?

Shortly after the atrocities, author
Max Lucado raised this point about
human nature.

“Isthisnorma?” he asked. “Four thou-
sand gathered for midday prayerina
downtown cathedral. A New York City
church filled and emptied six timeslast
Tuesday. The owner of aManhattan tennis-
shoe store threw open hisdoors and gave
running shoes to those fleeing the towers.
People stood in linesto give blood, in hos-
pitalsto treat the sick, in sanctuariesto
pray for the wounded. Americawas differ-
ent thisweek. We wept for people we did
not know. We sent money to families
we've never seen. Talk-show hostsread
scriptures, journdists printed prayers.

“QOur focus shifted from fashion hem-
lines and box scoresto orphans and wid-
ows and the future of the world. We were
different thisweek. Republicans stood
next to Democrats. Catholics prayed with
Jews. Skin color was covered by the ash of
burning towers. Thisisadifferent country
than it was aweek ago. We're not as self-
centered aswe were. We're not as self-
reliant as we were. Hands are out. Knees
arebent. Thisisnot normal. And | have to
ask the question, * Do we want to go back
to normal?

“Arewe being given aglimpse of anew
way of life? Arewe, asanation, being
reminded that the enemy is not each other
and the power isnot in ourselves and the
futureisnot in our bank accounts? Could
this unsdlfish prayerfulness be the way
God intended for usto live al aong?
Maybethis, in hiseyes, istheway we
arecdled to live. And perhaps the best
responseto thistragedy isto refuseto
go back to normal.

“Perhaps the best responseisto
follow the example of Tom Burnett. He
was a passenger of Flight 93. Minutes
before the plane crashed in the fields of
Pennsylvania he reached hiswife by cell
phone. ‘We'reall going to die, hetold
her, ‘but . . . [agroup of us] are going

to do something about it

“We can do something about it aswell.
We can resolveto care more. We can
resolveto pray more. And we can resolve
that, God being our helper, we'll never go
back to normal again.”

For those who want to do more, who
don't want to bejust normal again, thisis
what they can do: They can humblethem-
seves before God, seek through prayer and
Bible study to know Hiswill and surrender
toHim. That'sabig step for anyoneina
world that is often traveling exactly the
oppositeway. But itisdoable. With God's
help al things are possible (Matthew 19:26).

Let usnever forget to thank God for His
desire and design to help al mankind be
saved from extinction (1 Timothy 2:3-4;

2 Peter 3:9). God will intervenein the affairs
of man and save us from ourselvesand
comfort us. Christ quoted a prophecy about
Himsdlf from I saiah 61 “ The Spirit of the
Lord isupon Me, because He has anointed
Meto preach the gospel to the poor. He has
sent Meto hedl the brokenhearted, to preach
deliveranceto the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to set et liberty thosewho
are oppressed, to preach the acceptable year
of theLord” (Luke 4:18).

Therein liesAmerica's future and the
future of al of mankind. Let's pray for
God's Kingdom to cometo earth (Mat-
thew 6:10) to bring unprecedented peace
and unparalleled prosperity, just as Scrip-
ture promised mankind 2,000 years
ago: “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
(Luke 2:14).

In the future global Garden of Eden,
the world will befilled with Good
Samaritans. That God guarantees. Gn

Recommended Reading

What does God expect [
of usinour relation- |
shipswith our fellow-
man?What doesHe
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shipwith Him?What
will it takefor humans
tofindly livein peace
and care about others? The

biblical answersare spelled out in our
booklets The Ten Commandments and
Trangforming Your Life: The Process of
Conversion. Both arefreefor the asking.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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es Does God Hear?

While Americans mourned and prayed for God's comfort and strength, passionate religious extremists
offered prayers of thanks for what they saw as a great victory. Whose prayers does God hear?

merica’swake-up call—that's
how many news commentators
and government officials charac-
erized the recent airborne terror-
ist attack on the World Trade Center and
Pentagon in the United States. Almost with
onevoicethey caled on Americans
to pray for the comfort and support of the
nation and for al who had suffered loss.
Theresponseto thiscall for prayer,
including the specid service on the day of
prayer and remembrance emanating from
the National Cathedral in Washington,
D.C., was heartfelt and massive. Theinter-
national response also was encouraging.
Yet, equally passionate religious people
—primarily from militant extremist groups
and their supporters—celebrated and
offered up prayers of thanksgiving. Some
of them, caught on videotape, openly and
oleefully celebrated the grievous wound
that wasinflicted on the United States. No
doubt they aso were confident that God
had heard and answered their prayers.
Terrorism, ahorrible and heartlessform
of evil, isroutinely motivated by religion
aswell aspolitics. Many who die as suici-
dal terrorists sincerely seethemselves as
martyrsin ajust and holy war against an
infidel society.

Whose cause is just?

Those who despise Americawould argue
that their causeisjust and their prayers
for retribution are pleasing to God. Most
Americans are equally convinced thet they
areright and that God is obvioudy on their
side. Thistragic dichotomy can be found

by Roger Foster

inamost al of theworld's sordid conflicts.

Whose prayerswill God answer? Could
the real wake-up call bethat dl of human-
ity needs much clearer understanding of
how God determineswhose prayersHe
will hear and heed?

Chridtianity, Idam and Judaism—the
world'sthree great monotheistic religions
—each viewsitsdf asthe primary religion
of the one God worshiped by the ancient
patriarch Abraham.

Significantly, itisin the Holy Scriptures,
preserved by Abraham’s descendants, that
wefind theworld'sfirst written revelation of
the one God. These Scripturestel usthat He
is“God of godsand Lord of lords, the great
God, mighty and avesome, who showsno
partidity nor takesabribe. He administers
justicefor the fatherless and the widow, and
lovesthe stranger, giving him food and
clothing” (Deuteronomy 10:17-18).

These Scriptures also tell uswhen and
why that same Cresator God will not respond
to people’sprayers: “Behold, theLorD's
hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
nor Hisear heavy, that it cannot hear. But
your iniquities have separated you from
your God; and your sins have hidden His
facefromyou, so that Hewill not hear”
(Isaiah 59:1-2, emphasis added throughot).

If ever awake-up cal is desperately
needed, the entire world needsit today.
The world abounds with religion—but
religion that iswoefully ineffectivein per-
suading its adherentsto live godly lives.

Conditions for answered prayer
Whenwefaceacrisis, nothing ismore

important than knowing the criteria God
usesfor responding to our prayers. The
only way we can know isto carefully look
at what the Holy Scripturesrevea about
God's criteriafor answering—or refusing
to answer—the petitions we make to Him.

Let’'sbebold and ask the key question:
Who has God's ear?

God Himsdlf gives usaclear answer:
“Thisiswhat the LorD says. ‘Heavenismy
throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where
isthe house you will build for me?Where
will my resting place be? Has not my hand
made all thesethings, and so they cameinto
being? declaresthe Lorp. ‘Thisisthe one
| esteem: hewho ishumble and contritein
spirit, and tremblesat myword” (Isaiah
66:1-2, New Internationd Version).

Those who think God is moreinclined
to respond to their prayers smply because
they are uttered in areligious building—
achurch, temple, synagogue or mosque—
usudly do not have aclear perspective of
Histrue priorities. God'sfirst criterionis
to examine each person’s attitude.

It isthose who humble themselvesthat
will sincerely hear and heed Hisinstruc-
tions. They have God's ear. Without that
commitment, no building of any kind will
make the prayers of those who refuse to
liverighteoudly acceptableto Him.

God warnsthose who continually ignore
His commandments: “When you spread
out your handsin prayer, | will hide my
eyesfromyou; even if you offer many
prayers, | will not listen . . . Take your evil
deeds out of my sight! Stop doing wrong,
learnto doright! Seek justice, encourage
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the oppressed. Defend the cause of the
fatherless, plead the case of the widow.

“*Come now, |et us reason together, says
the Lorp. ‘ Though your sinsarelike scar-
let, they shall be aswhite as snow; though
they arered as crimson, they shall belike
wool. If you arewilling and obedient, you
will eat the best from the land; but if you
resist and rebel, you will be devoured by
the sword.” For the mouth of the Lorp has
spoken” (Isaiah 1:15-20, NIV).

Everyone should take that warning seri-
oudly, especidly those who professto wor-
ship the one and only God. “For the eyes
of the Lorp are on the righteous, and His
ears are open to their prayers; but the face
of the LorD isagainst those who do evil”
(1 Peter 3:12).

President George W. Bush, in his Sept.

20 addressto Congress, expressed this same
principlewhen he said, “ Freedom and fear,
justiceand cruelty, have dways been a

war, and we know that God isnot neutral
between them.” Proverbs 28:9tellsus, “One
who turnsaway hisear from hearing the
law, even hisprayer isan abomination.”

God is never fickle

A primary characteristic of GodisHis
congstency. “Every good gift and every
perfect gift isfrom above, and comesdown
from the Father of lights, withwhomthereis
no variation or shadow of turning” (James
1:17). Because Heis consistent, we can
learn much from the way He has responded
to prayersrecorded in the Scriptures. These
examplesreveal much about what He
expects before Hewill hear and answer us.

Onething isclear. God aways hates
evil, wherever it exists. Hewants usto do
the same—but according to His, not our,
definition of what isevil.

The Scripturesplainly tell us: “ Seek
good, not evil, that you may live. Then
the Lorp God Almighty will be with you,
just asyou say heis. Hate evil, love good;
maintain justice in the courts. Perhapsthe
Lorp God Almighty will havemercy . . "
on those people willing to respond in this
manner (Amos 5:14-15, NIV).

Asthe apostle Peter explained, “1 now
realize how trueit isthat God does not
show favoritism but accepts men from
every nation who fear him and do what
isright” (Acts 10:34-35, NIV).

God wants to bless us—every one of us.
But He demands more than lip service. He
has established and reved ed specific, red
conditions that we must meet if we areto
receive those blessings. To God, both a
right heart and sincere obedience are
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prerequisitesfor His sustained care over us.

How can a nation turn to God?

So how should anation examineitself
if it wantsto secure divine assistance in
addressing anational crisis? How canit be
certain that God will hear and answer the
prayers of its people? Isanationd day of
prayer sufficient to hold God's attention?
Or does He expect much deeper and endur-
ing commitment, dedication and contrition?

God explained to the prophet Ezekiel
that any superficial worship—eveninthe
presence of one of His prophets—does
not impress Him. “ So they cometo you in
crowdsasif they wereredly ready tolis-
ten. They sit in front of you asif they were
my people and hear your words, but they
will not obey them.

“With their mouths they tell methey
love me, but their hearts desire their selfish
profits. To your people you are nothing
more than asinger who singslove songs
and has abeautiful voice and playsamusi-
cal instrument well. They hear your words,
but they will not obey them” (Ezekiel
33:31-32, New Century Version).

Intimes of national crisisit’'snormal for
peopleto think their appedsto God are
more likely to be heard when they band
together in prayer. Indeed, God does
promise to answer prayers of genuinely
humble people who are willing to examine
themselves and forsake their disobedient
ways. But prayers on anationwide scale
that are not accompanied by sincere obedi-
enceto the teachings of the Holy Scrip-
tures are not acceptable to God. He makes
this clear in HisWord.

Lessons from the past

God established a specid relationship
with ancient Israel. He promised to always
bless and protect the I sraglitesif only they
would live up to their agreement to obey
His commands. He had Mosestell them:
“If you fully obey the Lorp your God and
carefully follow al hiscommands| give
you today, the Lorp your God will set you
high above al the nations on earth. All
these blessings will come upon you and
accompany you if you obey the Lorp your
God” (Deuteronomy 28:1-2, NIV).

God proposed to make ancient |sradl an
examplethat al other nationswould want to
follow (Deuteronomy 4:5-8). But fromthe
beginning He gave the | sraglites thiswarn-
ing: “. .. If you do not obey the Lorp your
God and do not carefully follow al hiscom-
mands and decrees | am giving you today,
all these curseswill come upon you and

overtakeyou. . " (Deuteronomy 28:15,
NIV). Hethen gave along list of potential
catastrophes.

Over aperiod of several centuries God
worked with these people. The more they
sinned, the more He would withdraw His
protection and blessings. At times He per-
mitted many of them to diein nationa
calamities such as droughts, wars and
famines—even from occasiond invasions
by foreign armies. But they never redly
grasped God'swarnings about how lacking
in true righteousness their national habits
were. Even so, for decade after decade
God was merciful toward them.

AsPsalm 78:34-41 explains. “Whenever
God dew them [by withholding His pro-
tection from national calamities|, they
would seek him . . . But then they would
flatter him with their mouths, lying to him
with their tongues, their hearts were not
loyal to him, they were not faithful to his
covenant. Yet he was merciful; he forgave
their iniquitiesand did not destroy them.
Time after time herestrained his anger and
did not stir up hisfull wrath. He remem-
bered that they were but flesh, apassing
breeze that does not return. How often they
rebelled against him in the desert and
grieved himin the wasteland! Again and
again they put Godtothetest . . " (NIV).

Over and over, throughout the course of
their history, God warned the | sradlites that
they were headed toward national disaster.
But they refused to heed Hiswarnings. In
the end they forfeited the ultimate great-
nessthey could have achieved. Their ene-
mies conquered them and took them into
captivity. Yet even then they were not
totally destroyed because God kept His
promise that He would never completely
forsake them as His people.

L ater, after afew had returned to their
homeland from captivity, God summarized
His past relationship with them with an
appeal for themto learn from their tragic
experience: “‘For | amthe Lorb, | do not
change; therefore you are not consumed,

O sons of Jacob. Yet from the days of your
fathersyou have gone away from My ordi-
nances and have not kept them. Return to
Me, and | will return to you, saysthe LorD
of hosts. ‘But you said, “In what way shall
wereturn?”’” (Maachi 3:6-7).

Realistic self-examination

We should be asking ourselvesthe
same thing. Americansin particular should
ask themselves: How should we return to
the living God who has so richly and
abundantly blessed us as a people?



Pray for and Respect Governing Officials

he apostle Paul wrote to the young evangelist Timothy, “Therefore

| exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and reverence” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

Political leaders, especially during times of national and global crises,
often make decisions that will affect the lives of God's servants.
Whether those serving God will be able to live “a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and reverence” often depends on the soundness
and wisdom of those decisions.

Therefore it is good and appropriate that we pray for God to aid
and influence, according to His will and wisdom, those making critical
governmental decisions. This is especially true when such decisions
would dramatically impact the lives of those who genuinely want
to please God and do His will. Also, we should consider that praying
for government leaders demonstrates love to all our fellowman,
because everyone is affected by the decisions of their rulers.

Praying for “all who are in authority”—regardless of whether they

personally believe in and serve the living God—is an appropriate way
we can show godly appreciation, respect and concern for their service
to us. The Scriptures also admonish us to submit willingly to their lead-
ership, insofar as it does not require us to disobey God (Acts 5:29). In
the case of corrupt or despotic rulers, it certainly would not be wrong
to pray to God that such a person change or be removed from office.

“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are
appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the
ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on them-
selves. For rulers [as a general class of public servants] are not a terror
to good works, but to evil.

“Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good,
and you will have praise from the same. For he is God's minister to you
for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword
in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him
who practices evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only because of
wrath but also for conscience’ sake” (Romans 13:1-5).

In other words, should we examine our-
selvesfor persond, socia and national
sns? Should we ask ourselvesif the
calamitiesthat have befalen usin recent
years—such as devastating hurricanes,
floods, droughts and other natural disasters
—could beindicatorsthat God iswith-
holding His blessing from us because our
way of lifeisnot pleasing to Him?

Could the recent murderous terrorist
attacks serve as a shocking indicator that
Hewants our attention? Could He be let-
ting us learn—the hard way—that we are
not sufficiently looking to Him to guide us
and solve our problems? Has our confi-
dencein our own perceived greatness
deluded usinto relying on ourselves
instead of God to provide our physical
blessings and nationa security?

God'srelationship with ancient Israel
can beingtructive for us—providing we
arewilling to listen and learn from the
Israelites’ experiences. Speaking of events
in that nation, the apostle Paul explained
that “all these things happened to them as
examples, and they were written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the
ages have come”’ (1 Corinthians 10:11).

At the beginning of their national exis-
tence God told the people of ancient Isragl:
“You should know in your heart that as
aman chastens his son, so the Lorp your
God chastens you. Therefore you shall
keep the commandments of the Lorb your
God, towak in Hiswaysand to fear Him.

“For the Lorp your God isbringing you
into agood land, aland of brooks of water,
of fountains and springs, that flow out
of valeysand hills; aland of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pome-
granates, aland of olive oil and honey;

aland in which you will eat bread without
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing;
aland whose stones areiron and out of
whose hills you can dig copper.

“When you have eaten and are full, then
you shall blessthe Lorp your God for the
good land which He has given you”
(Deuteronomy 8:5-10).

Today, the entire Western world has been
smilarly blessed, especialy the United
States of America. But far too many have
also become smugly materialistic and spiri-
tually independent of God. Their outlook
toward life has been that of undisguised
sdf-sufficiency.

Thisisexactly what happened to ancient
Israel. Thelsraglites paid aterrible penalty
for not acknowledging their attitudesin
real national repentance—by forsaking
their evil ways.

Yet, from the beginning, God had
warned them: “Beware that you do not for-
get the Lorp your God by not keeping His
commandments, His judgments, and His
statuteswhich | command you today,
lest—when you have eaten and are full,
and have built beautiful houses and dwell
in them; and when your herds and your
flocks multiply, and your silver and your
gold aremultiplied, and al that you have
ismultiplied; when your heart islifted up,
and you forget the Lorp your God. . .

“Thenyou say inyour heart, ‘My power
and the might of my hand have gained me
thiswealth.” And you shall remember the
Lorb your God, for itisHewho givesyou
power to get wealth, that He may establish
His covenant which He swore to your
fathers, asitisthisday.

“Thenit shall be, if you by any means
forget the Lorp your God, and follow other

gods, and serve them and worship them,

| testify against you this day that you shall
surely perish. Asthe nations which the
Lorp destroys before you, so you shall
perish, because you would not be obedient
to the voice of the Lorp your God” (verses
11-14, 17-20).

A wake-up call for today?

Arethesetypes of warningsonly for the
people of ancient |srad? Or are they applic-
ableto al nationsfor al time? God, through
the prophet Jeremiah, tellsus. “If at any
time | announcethat anation or kingdom
isto be uprooted, torn down and destroyed,
and if that nation | warned repents of itsevil,
then | will relent and not inflict on it the dis-
aster | had planned. And if at another time
| announcethat anation or kingdomisto
be built up and planted, and if it doesevil in
my sight and does not obey me, then I will
reconsider the good | had intended to do for
it" (Jeremiah 18:7-10, NIV).

(For aclear explanation of how God
announced, centuries ago, the present role of
Americaand Britainin world affairs, be sure
to request your copy of The United Sates
and Britain in Bible Prophecy. It'sfreefrom
any of our officeslisted on page 2 or from
our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.)

Aswe saw earlier, God is consistent.
Thelong-term welfare of any nation
depends on whether its people have an
obedient relationship with Him.

Notice God pleading with His people
Israel to repent so that He will hear them:
“‘Now, therefore,’ saysthe Lorp, ‘turnto
Mewith al your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning.” So rend your
heart, and not your garments; returnto the
Lorp your God, for Heisgraciousand
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How to Seek God'’s Will

he attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon was a hor-

rible act of violence by religious extremists. Their acts are uncon-
scionable. Nevertheless leaders from all nations are warning that more
violent acts of terrorism may come. They caution us that, though now
few in number, these furtive enemies of Western civilization are intel-
ligent, cunning and capable. We should never underestimate the havoc
they can inflict.

Many leaders are also imploring us to pray for God's help. Indeed we
should. But let’s be realistic enough to realize that God will hear us only
if we are willing to hear Him.

culture is caught up in an evolutionist philosophy that believes God
doesn't exist or the surreal notion that we can do whatever we please
and God's attitude toward us is one of ignoring our sins—that He sim-
ply needs and desires our adulation and attention. But that is not how
the Holy Scriptures describe His view of humanity. The message they
thunder from Genesis to Revelation is a call for repentance and
obedience to God's laws and His way of life.

In times of trouble God offers this encouragement: “If My people
... will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven, and will forgive their

It is time we took the blinders off our eyes. Our entire Western

merciful, dow to anger, and of great kind-
ness; and He relents from doing harm. Who
knowsif Hewill turn and relent, and leave
ablessngbehindHim .. ” (Jod 2:12-14).
Spesaking to other nations, God warns:
“But if any nation will not listen, then
I will completely uproot it and destroy it”
(Jeremiah 12:17, New Revised Standard

Version).
God's message to anation’sindividual
citizensissimilar: “. .. If | say tothe

wicked man, ‘Youwill surely die,’ but he
then turns away from hissin and does what
isjust and right—if he gives back what he
took in pledgefor aloan, returnswhat he
has stolen, follows the decrees that give
life, and does no evil, hewill surely live;
hewill not die. None of the sinshe has
committed will be remembered against
him. He has donewhat isjust and right;
hewill surely live.

“Yet your countrymen [may] say, ‘ The
way of the Lordisnot just’ Butitistheir
way that isnot just. If arighteous man
turnsfrom hisrighteousness and does evil,
hewill diefor it. And if awicked man
turns away from his wickedness and does
what isjust and right, hewill live by doing
0" (Ezekid 33:14-19, NIV).

Seeking God’s will

The Bible callsthisturning from wicked-
ness repentance. It involves much more
than acquiring a superficia knowledge of
God'sWord or paying lip serviceto Him.

How do we begin reexamining our own
lives? Where should we start in comparing
our ways and thinking to the teaching of
God'sWord, the Holy Bible?

First, we should find a private place
where we can humble ourselves before
God. Thenormal biblical exampleisto
pray while knedling respectfully before
Him (unlesswe are physically incapable
of doing so for reasons beyond our contral).

We should avoid approaching God in the
manner of the Pharisee who could not see
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in himself any need for repentance yet con-
temptuoudly viewed others as sinners (Luke
18:9-14). We should pray that God will

give usaheart that iswilling to face our
shortcomings, willing to see what we need
to change (Psalm 139:23-24). Itisalso
important that we avoid superficiality but
take our timeto talk to God from the heart.

Once we genuinely want to both know
and do what God tellsusto do, we need
to quickly acquire aproper understanding
of Histeachings. Paul wrote: “. . . Before
people can ask the Lord for help, they must
believein him; and before they can believe
in him, they must hear about him; and for
them to hear about the Lord, someone
must tell them” (Romans 10:14, New
Century Version).

To receive aclear aexplanation of
repentance and the way of life God expects
of those who serve Him, be sure to request
your free copies of the booklets The Road
to Eternal Life, Transforming Your Life:
The Process of Conversion and The Ten
Commandments. Read them thoroughly
and carefully.

Also be sureto request You Can Under-
stand Bible Prophecy and The United Sates
and Britain in Bible Prophecy for an enlight-
ening perspective of thetroubled timesthe
wholeworld will haveto endure before
Chrigt returns—and the wonderful world
we can look forward to after Hereturns,

When God will hear humanity’s prayers

Of that exciting time we read: “ Thus
saysthe Lorp: ‘Keep justice, and do
righteousness, for My salvation is about
to come, and My righteousnessto be
revealed. Blessed isthe man who doesthis,
and the son of manwho layshold oniit;
who keeps from defiling the Sabbath, and
keeps his hand from doing any evil

“Do not let the son of the foreigner
who has joined himsalf to the Lorp spesk,
saying, ‘ The Lorp has utterly separated
mefrom His peoplée’; nor let the eunuch

sin and heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14).

say, ‘Herel am, adry tree! For thus says
the Lorp: * To the eunuchs who keep My
Sabbaths, and choose what pleases Me,
and hold fast My covenant, even to them

| will givein My house and within My
walls aplace and aname better than that
of sonsand daughters; | will givethem an
everlasting name that shall not be cut off.

“Also the sons of the foreigner who
join themselvesto the Lorb, to serve Him,
and to love the name of the Lorb, to be
His servants; everyone who keepsfrom
defiling the Sabbath, and holdsfast My
covenant; even them | will bring to My
holy mountain, and make them joyful in
My house of prayer . . . for My house shall
be cdled ahouse of prayer for al nations’
(Isaiah 56:1-7).

God greatly desiresto hear and answer
humanity’s prayers. After Christ returns—
and after all mankind learns God'struth
and most repent—that desire will become
aredlity.

In the meantime only thosewho arewill-
ing to hear HisWord and turn away from
their snshave Hisear. If you want God
to hear you and consistently answer your
prayers, make sureyou are hearing and
responding to Histeachingsin the Holy
Scriptures. GN

Recommended Reading

To learn more about
thekind of relation-
ship God desiresto
have with each of us,
please request your
free copiesof The
Road to Eternal Life,
Transforming Your
Life: The Process of Conversion and
The Ten Commandments.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.




What Is Repentance?

Many public figures have invoked God's name in the wake of the terrorist attacks on the United States.
Some have even suggested that the national mood could lead to the beginning of a national “repentance.”
Most people, however, have only a vague idea of what the word means. What exactly is repentance?

esus, Chrigt, Christian and saved
arewords familiar to many in the
Western world. But repent is seldom
mentioned by religiousfigures, and
few people comprehend what it means.

You may be surprised to learn how much
the word and concept of repentance are a
part of the teachings of Jesus Christ, the
early Church and the entire Bible.

For example: “Now after John was put
in prison, Jesus cameto Gadlilee, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom of God, and say-
ing, ‘ Thetimeisfulfilled, and the kingdom
of Godisat hand. Repent, and believein
thegospe’” (Mark 1:14-15, emphaesis
added throughout). So beginsMark’s
account of the message Jesus brought.

While many religious teachers quote the
apostle Paul, they don’t usualy point out
that repentance was a central part of his
message. “ Truly, these times of ignorance
God overlooked,” said Paul to the Atheni-
ans, “but now [He] commandsall men
everywhereto repent, because He has
appointed aday on which Hewill judge
theworld. . ” (Acts 17:30-31).

All followers of Christ should clearly
understand repentance. Likewise, every
genuine servant of Christ should teach
what He and His early disciplestaught.
“[Chridt] . .. called the twelve [disciples]
to Himsdlf, and began to send themout . . .
So they went out and preached that people
should repent” (Mark 6:7-12).

Theme of God’s messengers

What did Jesus, Paul and the original
apostles say to people? What did they
expect their hearersto do? Most important,
what does their message have to do with
you and me?

“That people should repent” isaconsis-
tent theme of God’s messengersand
ministers. We find the message of repen-
tance throughout the Bible, Old and New
Testament alike.

Inthe Old Testament God's command to
repent was mogt often directed a nations or
other groups, whereasthe New Testament's
emphasisis most often on theindividual’s
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need to turn from hiswicked ways.

If you have thought that “ repent” per-
tainsonly to criminals, pornographers,
drug dealers and the like, you've been
misinformed.

A good placeto beginto understand the
meaning of repentanceiswith these plain
words of God through the prophet I saiah:
“Wash yoursdves, make yourselves clean;
put away the evil of your doingsfrom before
My eyes. Ceasetodo evil” (Isaiah 1:16).

Evil isastrong word. The phrase “ cease
to do evil” isfoundationd to understanding
repentance. Simply put, we are to stop
doing wrong things.

Wash off the dirt

Starting with God'swords through Isa-
iah, what do we learn that we need to wash
off?What isthe evil that God wants usto
stop doing?

If you answer that “dirty” and “evil”
refer to breaking God'slaws, you areon
the right track. Repentance requires that
we stop doing bad things—the things that,
whether we redlizeit or not, hurt others
and ourselves. God's laws define the kinds
of thoughts and behaviorsthat cause
peopleto suffer.

Notice Jeremiah 26:1-6, 13. In thismes-
sage from the prophet Jeremiah to Judah,
God defines “evil” asbresking Hislaw and
“repentance” asturning to obedienceto
God's commands. When God told the Jews
to “turn from [their] evil way” (verse 3),
the Hebrew word for “way” meansa
journey, acourse of life, away of life.

An up-to-date synonymis“lifestyle.”

If they didn’t repent, God said, He
would make them “like Shiloh.” This
warning reminded the people of the
Philistines annihilation of that city several
hundred years before. Thiswas awarning
of the consequencesfor flagrant and sinful
courses of action if they didn’t change their
ways. God takes sin serioudly. (To better
understand the purpose of God'slaws, and
where sin leads, please request the free
booklets The Ten Commandments and
Why Does God Allow Suffering?)

So we begin to construct our biblical
definition of repentance: Repentance
involvesturning fromalife of evil and
disobedience.

But what is “good"?

We ve seen from the Bible what we
need to turn from. But our definition is not
complete. Now we need to consider what
we must turn to. Not only do we need to
stop doing bad things, we must do good
thingsinstead.

We read earlier in Isaiah 1:16 that God
commands usto “ceaseto do evil.” The
very next words of God that follow are
“Learntodogood..” (versel?).

God expects usto grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ—in the aware-
ness of what He saysis acceptable (2 Peter
3:17-18). Thismust be a continua task of
every truly devoted Christian, an enduring
commitment. Sadly, many religious teach-
ersspeak only of aninitial commitment
to God rather than anew way of life.

Most people normally want to be
thought of as good, but few are ftirred
to investigate what God callsgood. In
Romans 12:1-2 Paul urgesusto “prove
what isthat good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.”

To“prove” in this context means putting
something to the test, to examine, totry,
to discern. That speaks of learning through
doing, accompanied by reason and reflec-
tion. In other words, the proof of what is
the acceptable—the perfect—will of God
isinthe doing.

Our lives congtantly change. Change
comesto us simply through the process of
maturing and aging. Circumstances around
us change—job, finances, hedlth and fam-
ily. Asthey do, pressures and stresses upon
us change.

In addition to such physical matters, if
God isworking with us He brings various
spiritual conceptsto our awareness at vari-
oustimes. Thesefactorsall demand that
we continue to ask and discern what is
good. The Bibleisthe source of the
answer. Then we must continue proving
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what isgood by putting it into practice, by
achanged way of living that isnow in
accordance with Hisinstruction.

A different way of thinking

Repentance goes beyond living by what
we personally consider to be good. Repen-
tanceisaway of godly thinking that
guides our actions. Notice Jesus words
in Matthew 9:13: “| desire mercy [away
of thinking and resultant action] and not
sacrifice [religion based only onritual].”

Christ amplified thisthought in Matthew
18:3: “Truly | tell you, unlessyou change
and become like children, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven” (New
Revised Standard Version). The Greek
word trandated “change” means“to turn
quite around or reverse, to convert”
(Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance).

Thisisamuch grester commitment
than short-lived promises made on the spur
of the moment. It's also deeper than the
pledges people make in moments of crisis,
sincere though they might be at thetime.

Whilewe're looking at the meaning of
words, let’s consider how the New Testa-
ment uses repentance and repent. To para
phrase the Srong’s definition, repentance
includes a sense of compunction for guilt,
areversal of one'sdecision, aresolve
to think differently, to reconsider. We
find in these meanings a combination
of conviction and action.

Now we've added significantly to our
construction of adefinition: Repentanceis
turning froma life of evil and disobedience
to an obedient way of thinking and living.

Feelings can mislead

Our definitionisstill incomplete. Let's
exploretheideaof “compunction” alittle
further. It isdefined in The American
Unabridged Dictionary as“ uneasiness
caused by guilt, aprick of the conscience;
remorse”

Wefind abiblical example of compunc-
tionin Acts 2:37-38:; “Now when they
heard this, they were pricked in their heart,
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be baptized every one of youin the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shdl receive the gift of the
Holy [Spirit]” (King JamesVersion).

This passage demonstrates that repen-
tance begins with the “prick of the con-
science” but goes beyond that to thought
and action.

Although asense of guilt can trigger the
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beginning of repentance, we need to real-
izethat emotions aren’'t always an accurate
guideinthiscrucia spiritual matter. We
can see how inaccurate one's senses or
feelings can be by looking at Christ’s para-
ble of the Pharisee and the tax collector in
Luke 18:9-14. Jesus showed that it is possi-
blefor aperson to fee spiritualy accept-
able when he clearly isnot. The obvious
messageisthis: Don't rely solely onyour
feelingswhen it comesto spiritual matters.

John addsthat thereisatimeto respond
to our feelingsand atimeto ignore them
(1 John 3:18-21). We have to properly
educate our consciences, the basisfor any
sense of guilt or remorse, through study
and proper understanding of God'sWord.

In this same chapter, 1 John 3, we read
of yet another defining aspect of repen-
tance. We areto learn to love other people,
believein Christ and al He taught and
choose ways that please God. These
actionswill result in apersonal relation-
ship with God and godly relationships
with other people (verses 22-24.)

God amplifies His expectationsin Jere-
miah 7:1-14, 21-23. First we must change
our thoughts, then our actions. Part of the
changeisto learn to conduct our relation-
shipswith other peoplein agodly manner.
“For if you truly amend your ways and
your doings, if you truly act justly onewith
another, if you do not oppressthe dien, the
orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent
blood in this place, and if you do not go
after other godsto your own hurt, then | will
dwell withyou. .. (verses5-7, NRSV).

Notice John’swords on thispoint: “If
someonesays, ‘| love God,” and hateshis
brother, heisaliar; for hewho doesnot love
his brother whom he has seen, how can he
love God whom he has not seen? And this
commandment we have from Him: that he
who loves God must love his brother also”
(1 John 4:20-21). We must build godly
relationshipswith other peopleif weare
to build the right relationship with God.

Some mistakenly view Bible prophecy
asaclub and prophets asthe men who
wielded it. On the contrary, prophecy is
an appeal from God to His people, asking
them to change so He can fully demon-
strate Hislove for them. Our relationship
with God includes responding to His direc-
tion and correction. God describesthisas
anintimate relationship in which “1 will
be their God, and they shall be My peopl€’
(Jeremiah 31:33; 2 Corinthians 6:16;
Hebrews 8:10).

Let’'s assemble what we have found into
our definition: Repentanceisturning from

alife of evil and disobedience to an obedi-
ent way of thinking and living that results
in a personal relationship with God and
agodly relationship with people.

A comprehensive definition

Do we now have acomprehensive defi-
nition? Not quite. We need to add one more
important aspect. We have seen thisele-
ment in several references so far, athough
we haven't specifically pointed it out.

When isaperson finished with repen-
tance? Never! If you aren’t familiar with
the section of Scripture quoted at the
beginning of thisarticle, Isaiah 1:16-20,
taketimeto read it. These verses summa-
rize the meaning of repentance. They
speak of alifelong way of thinking and act-
ing. Repentanceisnot limited to apointin
time or an emotional experiencewhen a
person makes acommitment to God—
commonly said to be “giving your heart
totheLord.” It ismuch, much more.

So we add thisfinal thought to complete
our definition: Repentanceis a continual
turning froma life of evil and disobedience
to an obedient way of thinking and living
that resultsin a personal relationship with
God and a godly relationship with people.

If this concept of repentanceis new to
you, you probably have not repented—as
shocking as that might seem. We don’t say
thisin judgment but to give you the same
message Jesus taught. You can see how
integral repentanceisto the Christian way
of lifeand God's expectations for us.

Failing to understand and respond to
God'scall to repent could prevent usfrom
enjoying dl of the blessings Hewould like
to give us. The foremost blessing is salva
tionitself. So the subject of repentance
couldn’t be more important to you. Gn

The Bible shows
repentance to be the
first stepinforming a
right relationship with
God. What more does
God ask?What do
you need to do? To
learn more, be sureto
request your free copies of Transform-
ing Your Life: The Process of Conver-
sion and The Road to Eternal Life.
Both booklets are free.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.




“Osama bin Laden has publicly pronounced
that acquiring weapons of mass destruction,
chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear ..., is a religious duty.”
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Pathogens, Poisons and Other
Weapons of Terror

Just as the United States was recovering from the Sept. 11 attack, a wave of envelopes containing
anthrax spread through its mail system—conjuring fears of even direr prospects for the future.

tfirst it seemed that the anthrax

scarewould be limited to one

building in south Florida—the
headquarters of American Medialnc.,
publisher of U.S. tabloids such as The Sun,
The Globe and The National Enquirer. But
on Oct. 18 everything changed when an
stant to NBC News anchorman Tom
Brokaw had contracted aform of anthrax,
possibly from asubstance carried in mail
she had handled severa weeksearlier.

Similar incidents happened at the two other
magjor television networks, ABC and CBS.

Thousands of hoaxes and false alarms
followed. But more actua incidents
cropped up too, several from people having
been exposed to the pathogen in the offices
of the U.S. Senate. Traces of anthrax were
found in afacility that handled mail for the
White House.

Eyesimmediately turned to the terror-
ists. A few weeks earlier Americans had
learned that individualsinvolved in the
Sept. 11 attack had made inquiriesinto
the use of crop-duster airplanes, possibly
for disseminating biological or chemical
agents. Though the Federal Aviation
Administration temporarily grounded
crop dusters, officials assured the public
that adapting their sprayersto disperse
bioweaponsis nearly impossible and that
spreading chemicals with them would have
little or no impact because of their low
quantity if delivered in that manner.

Nevertheless government officials say
biologica and chemica warfareisonthe
terrorists agenda. Newsweek reports. “\What
we know for sureisthet terrorists are exper-
imenting with chemical and biological
weapons. Operatives of [Osama] bin

by Tom Robinson

Laden’s Qaeda network
havetried. . .toobtain
anthrax and botulinum toxin
in Czechodovakia, an FBI
officid tells Newsweek.
Dozens of rabbitsand
dogs have been found
fatally poisoned near bin
Laden’s Jaldabad training
camps, accordintoa
foreignintelligence

agency ...
“Convicted ter-
rorist Ahmed Ressam (he
was planning to blow up the Los
Angelesairport as 1999 turned into 2000)
tetified that he had spent six monthsin
1998 at one of bin Laden’sAfghan training
camps. There, he said, helearned to release
cyanideinto the ventilation systems of
office buildings. Bin Laden, Ressam told
intelligence officials, was also interested in
the use of ‘low flying aircraft for the distrib-
ution of toxic materias” (Oct. 8, p. 24).
Asthisissue of The Good News goes
to press, no one knowswho is behind the
anthrax mailings or what will happen next.
Whatever the case, fanatical Iamic terror-
ists have no reservations about using bio-
logical and chemical weapons along with
other weapons of mass destruction.

The threat of biowarfare

Six days before the Sept. 11 attack,
Frank Cillufo, chairman of the Committee
on Combating Chemical, Biological,
Radiological and Nuclear Terrorism at the
Homeland Defense Initiative Center for
Strategic and International Studies, said
before the U.S. Senate Committee on

Foreign Relations:

“A Hamastraining
3 manual
expoundsthat
itisfoolish
to hunt atiger
when there are plenty
of sheep to be had. And
Osamabin Laden has
publicly pronounced that
acquiring weapons of mass
destruction, chemicd, biological,
radiological, and nuclear . . .,
isareigiousduty.”

How would terrorists
obtain bacterial or viral
agents? It’snot that difficult
because plenty are available.

Amazingly, before 1996,

when the U.S. government
finally cracked down, “it was
appallingly easy to buy an

anthrax starter kit. All you had to do was
find one of the 500 culture collections kept
by universities, governments or private
companies around the world and pay them
about $50. That's how Saddam Hussein
didit, according to bioweapons experts’
(Time, Oct. 22, p. 35).

In 1984 the United States experienced its
firgt biologica-weapon attack when fanatic
followers of Bhagwan Shree Rgjneesh
contaminated drinking glasses and sdad bars
in an Oregon town with samonellalegaly
purchased from aMaryland company,
American Type Culture Collection (ATCC,
now inVirginia). No one died, but 751
people became severdly ill with sdmonella
poisoning. In 1986 the same company sold
three types of anthrax and five strains of bot-
ulinum to the University of Baghdad. Two
yearslaer thefirm sold anthrax and other
pathogensto the Iragi ministry of trade.

The next known attempt at biological
mass attack camein April 1990, when
Japan’sAum Shinrikyo sect drove atruck
outfitted with acompressor and vents for
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disseminating botulinum toxin around
Japan’s parliament building. The group’s
memberstried the sametactic in June 1993
to disrupt the wedding of Japan’s crown
prince. Thankfully, in both casesthey
hadn't acquired avirulent strain and didn’t
have nearly enough of thetoxin to do
damage. Cult membersaso tried, for four
Straight daysthat June, to spread anthrax
from arooftop in Tokyo. Again, they failed,
thistime because they didn’t turn the germ
they had acquired into a breathable powder
or fine enough mist.

Aum Shinrikyo probably obtained its
pathogens from anational government,
athough such agents could have been
derived from naturally contaminated soil.

In spite of these events, not until 1996
did American laws change. The previous
year Larry Wayne Harris, amember of the
white-supremacist group Aryan Nations,
purchased three vias of freeze-dried
bubonic-plague bacteriafrom ATCC for
$240 and stored them in hiscar’s glove
compartment. Though the germsturned out
to be an innocuous vaccine strain, the inci-
dent gained the attention of Congress. Con-
gressmen than passed legidation to restrict
accessto 24 deadly pathogensincluding
anthrax, Ebola, smallpox and yellow fever.

However, as Newsweek has reported,
many U.S. academic institutionswork with
pathogenic microorganisms and toxins that
could be usedin biological weapons devel-
opment. “You can't just walk into alab and
swipeavid of anthrax, but researchers
admit that nothing would stop a determined
individua from hiring on at alab, asastu-
dent or technician, and obtaining a starter
culture. ‘We al use student workerswho are
18 or 19, saysL.SU’'s[Martin] Hugh-Jones.
‘Most of them don't even have any back-
ground you can check’” (Oct. 22, p. 34).

“Since Sept. 11,” reports Time, “ acquir-
ing anthrax samples has become even
harder . . . [Yet] it's till possible to order
anthrax from afew unscrupulous labs
overseas—I|ast week [in mid-October]
nearly 50 sources listed by the World Fed-
eration for Culture Collectionswere still
advertising the bacterium” (p. 35).

Iragq admitted in 1995 that it had pro-
duced 8,500 liters of concentrated anthrax
and 19,000 liters of undiluted botulinum
toxin. The UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM) destroyed most of those sup-
plies, “but officials believe that Irag hid
four times as much anthrax and twice
as much botulinum as was discovered”

(p. 38). Thisisof great concernin light
of intelligence reportsindicating “that an
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Iragi agent has met with an associate of
Osamabin Laden. Also, Mohamed Atta,
the Sept. 11 hijacker, reportedly had a June
2000 encounter with an Iragi operativein
Prague’ (p. 38).

Of course, as Newsweek explains, “there
are other sources of pathogens besides
terrorig-friendly states. Anthrax isarela-
tively common veterinary diseese. ‘It'sin
Afghanistan, notes molecular biologist Paul
Keim of Northern Arizona State University.
‘If acow diesof anthrax it will bleed out its
nose. All you haveto doisscrape up alittle
blood'—or even get sporesfrom the soil
or acarcass— put it in apetri dish, and you
have anthrax’ . . . Bubonic plagueisaso
abundant in nature. ‘ There are little pockets
of it in rodents throughout the world, says
Stephen Morse of Columbia University.
Staphylococcus B enterotoxin comesfrom
foodborne bacteria

“A terrorist would not need to start with
rotten chicken, however. Theworld's sup-
plies of pathogens are ample, their security
questionable. In Kazakhstan, site of the old
Soviet Union’s bioweapons plants, one
research center keeps at least 80 strains of
anthrax, aswell as plague and cholera, at

and a’500,000-acre sheep farm to test their
methods, Aum Shinrikyo produced an
effective biologica killer.

“Weaponizing germs, says Sergei Popov,
aSoviet biowarfare scientist who defected
in 1992, ‘isnot abasement production.’ It
requires expertise. But thereis, unfortu-
nately, more of that on the loose than any-
onedreamed” (p. 26). Theformer deputy
director of the Russian bioweapons

“No matter how robust our defenses, we will never be able to
protect everything, everywhere, all the time from every poten-
tial adversary.” That is why America needs so desperately to turn
to God in repentance and seek His forgiveness and protection.

itsmain facility and eight satellite labs”
(Oct. 8, p. 25). Though security has
recently been strengthened at the main
facility, people previoudly got in—and the
satellite labs still have security problems.

“Smallpox is harder to acquire. After the
World Health Organization declared the
disease eradicated in 1980, only two repos-
itories of the virus supposedly remained”
—oneinthe United Statesand one in Rus-
Sain case the need to manufacture avec-
cinearose again. “Both are well secured.
But aclassified 1998 report by the CIA
concluded that clandestine stocks remain,
probably in North Koreaand Irag (aswell
as secret sitesin Russia). And Ching, Cuba,
India, Iran, Israel, Pakistan and the former
Yugodaviamight have retained smallpox
samples from the days when the disease
was rampant” (p. 25).

Yet it isimportant to recognize that it is
not enough to just have the microbes on
hand. AsAum Shinrikyo'sfalureillus-
trates, germs must often be “weaponized”
into adispersible form. With $300 million,
ahalf-dozen labs, experienced biologists

program said that “more than 60,000 peo-
ple wereinvolved in the biological weapons
program in the Soviet Union” (Wred
News, Sept. 28). Of mgjor concernisthe
fact that many of the specialists are unem-
ployed now and some have disappeared—
prompting examinersto worry that some
arenow working in Irag or Iran.
“Terroristswho are quite obvioudy will-
ing to sacrifice their own lives, however,”
reports Wired News regarding smallpox,
“wouldn’t need the former Soviet Union's
technologica capabilities. They would need
only to contract the virus, and walk around
coughing and sneezing on people’—as
smallpox, unlike anthrax, is contagious.

Chemical, agricultural and nuclear terror

In addition, thereis always the threat of
chemical warfare. After Aum Shinrikyo's
failures with bioweaponsin Japan, its
members chose an alternative route. In
1995 they filled plastic bags with the nerve
gassarin, dipped into a Tokyo subway sta-
tion and punctured the bags with umbrellas
—and 12 people died.
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“Chemical agentsare easier in every way
but are generdly lesslethd . . . Although
you need more of achemical than of abio-
logical agent to kill people (probably thou-
sands of pounds dropped over acity), deliv-
ery isan even lower-tech task than turning
767sinto missiles. A truck, perhaps
smashed into a concrete barrier, would do
fine. Or, ‘just put an odorless poisoninto a
building's ventilation system,” says chemist
Igor Revelsky, who helped develop the
Soviets chemica weapons.  You could
take out half the Pentagon and you
wouldn't need to learn how to fly or train
kamikazes™ (Newsweek, Oct. 8, p. 26).

Americafaces another potential disaster
not widely considered—agroterrorism.
Reports MSNBC: “ Fertilizers can be used
to produce powerful bombs [as happened
in the Oklahoma City bombing], pesticides
can become chemica weaponsand just a
tiny amount of deadly bacteria can taint the
food supply for thousands of people. ..
Contagious diseases have the potential to
spread rapidly in placeswhere hundreds,
even thousands of animalsare confined in
closequarters. . . And because farming
takesplacein rural areas, the nation’s corn,

Republican Congressman Curt Weldon of
Pennsylvaniarecallsthat in hearingsheld in
1997, retired Russian Gen. Alexander Lebed
tedtified thet Russian authorities couldn’t
account for dozens of portable nuclear
bombs oncein the Soviet arsend and
designed for use behind enemy lines. . . Mr.
Weldon said other top Russian military offi-
cids, including former Defense Minister Igor
Sergeyev, told him directly that such devices
exiged” (Wall Sreet Journal, Oct. 17).

If we thought the World Trade Center
attack was devastating, imagine what
would happen if someone set off asmall
nuclear weapon in New York, Chicago
or LosAngeles. If terrorists get one, does
anyone doubt they would try to useit?

Further, if they don’t buy or steal abomb,
terror groups could make one. “Making
anuclear wegpon isrelatively easy if you
have the basic design, agood machine shop
and enough weapons-grade uranium”
(Newsweek, Oct. 8, p. 28). According to
TheWall Sreet Journal: “ Some bomb-
grade materia does seem to have madeits
way out of Russia. In 1994, Czech officids
seized nearly six pounds of enriched ura
nium from acar in Prague. Investigatorsin
that case believed that the materia came
from one of two Russian fecilities”

Perhaps of more immediate concern
isthat, even barring terrorist possession
of actual nuclear weapons, “the United

= Statesfaces risk from two crude but

The Ebola virus is one of the most deadly
pathogens governments fear could be
used as a biological weapon by terrorists.

wheat and peanut crops often have nothing
more than scarecrows watching over them.

“That's been the case on Frank Lipin-
ski’s 360-acre farm near Buckley, Mich.,
for aslong as he can remember. But lately,
much of histime has been spent thinking
about security, concocting elaborate
doomsday scenarios: fertilizers and equip-
ment turned into weapons, crops blighted,
milk tanks sabotaged, livestock infected.
‘If youthink like aterrorist, | guessthere's
no end to the thingsyou could do, Lipinski
said. ‘It'skind of mind boggling’”
(www.msnbc.com, Oct. 15).

At thetop of these concernsisthefear that
terrorists could obtain nuclear materials.
“The biggest potential source of such mater-
id isRussaand other partsof the old Soviet
Union. . . Takethe Russian ‘ suitcase’ bombs.

effective terror stratagems. Oneisa‘dirty

gy bomb,’ or radioactivity dispersal device
1 (RDD).An RDD consists of conventional

explosives wrapped in ashroud of radioac-
tive material that creates fallout when the
bomb explodes.

“Intelligence officias think Al Qaeda
has already obtained black-market
cesium-137 and cobalt-60 and may be
experimenting with RDDs in Afghanistan.
The other gambit would be asuicide
attack on anuclear power plant, most
likely using an airplane, . . . [which] could
create a Chernobyl-like radioactive disas-
ter with widespread fallout and many
casualties’ (Newsweek, p. 28).

Other threats include e-bombs, or elec-
tromagnetic-pulse (EMP) devices. Put
together for amere $400, saysan article
in Popular Mechanics, such abomb could
“shut downaU.S. city, destroy al itselec-
tronics, its electricity supply, automobiles,
computers, phonelines and just about
all the modern technological devices
and systems we now take for granted”
(NewsMax.com, Sept. 21).

Although it would directly kill no one,

adeviceof thissort would wresk havocin
major population centers and leave citizens
much more vulnerable to greater atrocities.

Our only real refuge

Scenarios for the future do not bode well.
Moreimportant, Bible prophecy warns
usthat calamitoustimeslie ahead. Jesus
Christ foretold an increase of “ pestilences’
—massive disease epidemics—before His
return to earth (Matthew 24:7). Revelation
9:1-12 gpparently describesthe use of
weaponsthat cause pain and suffering with-
out killing. The rest of the chapter mentions
anincredible army of 200 million that kills
athird of mankind. Clearly, weapons of
mass destruction will be used.

Jesustold usto watch world events—
“and pray awaysthat you may be counted
worthy to escape dl these thingsthat will
cometo pass, and to stand before the Son
of Man” (Luke 21:36).

Our only redl refugeliesin the Creator
God (see Psalm 91). Scripture warns:
“Unlessthe Lorp builds the house, they
[abor in vain who build it; unlessthe Lorp
guardsthe city, the watchman stays awake
invan” (Psalm 127:1).

In histestimony before the U.S. Senate
committee, Frank Cilluffo warned, “No
matter how robust our defenses, we will
never be able to protect everything, every-
where, al thetime from every potential
adversary.” That iswhy Americaneeds
to turn to God in repentance and seek His
forgiveness and protection.

As conditionsaround usworsen, it is
imperative that we repent of our personal
sinsand draw closeto Himinfaith. He will
never fail us—if welive for Him and put
our trustinHim. anv

Arewelivinginthe
biblica last days?1s
thisthe end time?
To learn more about
the Bible's prophe-
ciesof theagejust
before Jesus Christ's &
return, be sureto "l
request your free copy of AreWe Liv-
ing in the TIme of the End? To better
understand the overall themes

of Bible prophecy, request You Can
Understand Bible Prophecy, also free.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our \Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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America’s
Astounding Destiny
A Nation Losing Its Way

In parts 1 and 2 of this series we saw the birth and expansion of the United States
fulfilling Bible prophecy. We end with a look at America’s replacement of Britain
as global protector and how a nation’s turning its back on God threatens its existence.

t the end of World War 11 the
two English-speaking victori-
ous allies seemed destined to
dominate the world for cen-
turies. Germany and Japan werein ruins,
Hitler's 1,000-year reich ended after little
more than a decade. The ancient countries
of Central Europelay devastated by years
of war and carnage. The Soviet Union had
suffered so much from two world wars,
revolution, civil war and the purges of
the 1930s that it seemed it would forever
remain a nonthreatening backward power.
It may have looked that way in 1945,
but it was not to stay like that for long.
Soon the British started dismantling
their empire, exhausted after years of war
and almost two centuries of playing the
role of international policeman. Germany,
though in ruins, began rebuilding dmost
immediately. With help from the United
States and Britain, the Federal Republic
of Germany organized in 1949. Monetary
reform the previous year laid a solid foun-
dation for prosperity to come. The Soviets
responded by forming the German Demo-
cratic Republic (East Germany), acommu-
nist state whose very existence divided
Germany in two and contributed to the
Cold War, which wasto separate the halves
of Europefor more than 40 years.

Standing against tyranny

With Britainin seemingly terminal
decline, therole of internationa policeman
fell to the United States. If Americahad
repested its post—World War | isolationist
withdrawa from internationd affairs, no
one could have doubted that the whole of
Europewould have falen to communism.
Instead the Cold War began whilethe Soviet
Union strengthened itsmilitary hold on
Eastern Europe, ringing down an “iron
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curtain” acrossthe middle of the Continent.
The United Stateswould now serve as
leader and defender of the freeworld.

Before World War I, Moscow had
expected communist revolution to bresk
out everywhere—and was surprised when
it didn’t. Instead, many nations had turned
to fascism in the two decades that followed
World Wer |, with the Second World War
the inevitable result. But what the commu-
nists had failed to gain at the ballot box or
through internal revolution they could now
conquer in the aftermath of war.

AsMoscow's forces swept acrossthe
nations of Eastern Europeto defeat Ger-
many, they essentially annexed them.

The Bdltic countries became apart of the
Soviet Union. Poland, Czechodlovakia,
Hungary, Romaniaand Bulgaria kept nom-
ind independence, but in reality had to

toe the Soviet line. Communistsalso led
Yugodaviaand Albania, but those nations
remained free of Moscow’s direct control.

Within ashort time the Western democ-
racies had exchanged one enemy, fascism,
for another, communism. Only American
power could help save the world from fur-
ther tyranny. Only the United States had
emerged from World War 11 powerful and
prosperous enough to take up therole of
world policeman.

But the United States could not enjoy
anything like the century of world suprem-
acy that the British had maintained from
the defeat of Napoleon to World War |,
acentury that saw no mgjor challenges
to British power. Instead, Americafound
itself facing another nuclear power. In
1949 the Soviets devel oped their own
atomic bomb and, four years|ater, the
hydrogen bomb. A hew armsrace had
begun, with far more deadly potential
than any previousarmsrivalry in history.

Before the end of 1949 the world’'smost
populous nation, China, also fell to commu-
nist control. The north of Koreaand the
north of Vietnam were soon added to thelist
of communist powers. The“domino theory”
became the prevailing wisdom—that one
nation after another would fall to commu-
nism unless something were doneto Stopit.

America s response wasto create
aliances around the world, such asNATO,
that would enable the United States and
smaller nations to work together to stop
the spread of communism.

Redlizing that alliances on paper would
achieve nothing without prosperity, Ame-
icasMarshall Plan helped resuscitate
Europe's moribund economies after World
War I1. No nation had ever been so gener-
ous, with much of the generosity benefiting
its defeated enemies, Germany, Austriaand
Italy. Japan also received aid and invest-
ment, enabling it to eventually become one
of theworld’s great industrial powers.

A bulwark of freedom

L utheran clergyman Heinrich Richard
Wurmbrand el oquently described the cru-
cia roleAmericawould play in the decades
of the Cold War and beyond. Persecuted for
hisreligiousbeliefsin hisown country of
Romania, heleft prison in 1964 after serv-
ing a1l4-year sentence. In 1967 he said:

“Every freedom-loving man hastwo
fatherlands; his own and America. Today,
Americaisthe hope of every endaved
man, becauseit isthelast bastion of free-
dom in theworld. Only Americahasthe
power and spiritua resourcesto stand asa
barrier between militant Communism and
the people of theworld. It isthelast ‘ dike
holding back the rampaging floodwaters of
militant Communism. If it crumples, there
isno other dike, no other dam; no other



America’s Forgotten Inheritance

Previous articles in this series have shown that America’s founders
saw the United States as necessarily a Christian country. Separation
of church and state meant that Christianity was to be protected from
the state and no church was to enjoy a privileged position in the fed-
eral government. Thus all Christian religions were to be free to wor-
ship as they saw fit without hindrance from governmental authority.

The last four decades have seen a marked departure from this con-
cept. Present-day interpretation of separation of church and state is
wildly different from the founders’ original intent. Today non-Chris-
tian religions also flourish, and secularism has replaced God in the class-
room. America’s prevailing culture sees God as remote or not even exist-
ing. Americans increasingly see their wealth and success as something
they have created for themselves without divine involvement.

So it was somewhat surprising, after two decades of internal divi-
sions that had left the United States severely weakened both internally
and internationally, to see the following congressional resolution
passed in 1982: “Whereas the Bible, the Word of God, has made a
unique contribution in shaping the United States as a distinctive and
blessed nation and people; Whereas deeply held religious convictions
springing from the Holy Scriptures led to the early settlement of our
Nation; Whereas Biblical teachings inspired concepts of civil govern-
ment that are contained in our Declaration of Independence and
Constitution of the United States;

line of defenseto fall back upon.

“Americaisthelast hope of millions of
endaved peoples. They look to it astheir
second fatherland. In it liestheir hopesand
prayers. | have seen fellow-prisonersin
Communist prisons beaten, tortured, with
50 pounds of chains on their legs—praying
for America. . . that the dike will not crum-
ple; that it will remain freg” (quoted by
William Federer, America’s God and
Country, 1994, pp. 705-706).

American resolve wasto be sorely tested.

The tide turns

The 1950s saw many English-speaking
nations, led by the United States, embroiled
in the Korean War. But something went
wrong. Here, only afew years fter itstri-
umphin history’s grestest war, the United
Statesfailed to gain aclear-cut victory. North
Korea'sgoa of an undivided communist
nation was thwarted, but North Koreawas
not defegted. It remainsahard-line Sainist
nation, arelic of amonolithic communist
past—and still amgjor threat to world peace
amog 50 years after the cease-fire that

Faltering resolve

supporter of the Arab powersintheyearsto
come whilethe United States backed |sral.
In 1962 the two magjor nuclear powers
camethelr closest to direct conflict, awar
that might have destroyed civilization. After
thefdl of Cubato communist forcesin
1959, Moscow started positioning nuclear
weapons on that idand, aimed at the Ameri-
can mainland. President John F. Kennedy
demanded the Soviets withdraw their
nuclear misslesfrom Cubaor face drastic
consequences. Although Moscow backed
down after afew days of rising tension,
Cubaremainsacommunist country.

Morewar wasto follow. The next mgjor
conflict wasto seethe United Statesin
dliancewith Audtraia, New Zedand, the
Philippines, Thailand and South Vietnam to
preserve the freedom and independence of
thelater. Yet, a the height of theVietnam
War, it seemed asif Americaitself were
falling apart. Antiwar sentiment divided the
nation whileraceriotsand nations
threatened the cohesion of the republic.

"Whereas many of our great national leaders—among them Pres-
idents Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilson—paid tribute to the
surpassing influence of the Bible in our country’s development, as in
the words of President Jackson that the Bible is ‘the Rock on which our
Republic rests'; Whereas the history of our Nation clearly illustrates the
value of voluntarily applying the teachings of the Scriptures in the lives
of individuals, families and societies; \Whereas this Nation now faces
great challenges that will test this Nation as it has never been tested
before; and Whereas that renewing our knowledge of and faith in God
through Holy Scripture can strengthen us as a nation and a people:

“Now, therefore, be it Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That
the President is authorized and requested to designate 1983 as a
national "Year of the Bible' in recognition of both the formative influ-
ence the Bible has been for our Nation, and our national need to study
and apply the teachings of the Holy Scriptures” (quoted by Federer,
pp. 709-710).

Less then 20 years later America has changed so much it is doubtful
that such a resolution could be passed today.

The Bible is the most important book in American history. Itsimpor-
tance has not diminished with time. \We may not realize the for some
decades the consequences of neglecting it, but its relevance for us is
just as great as it was for the people of ancient Israel.

citizens. Americawas clearly losing its
battles for the hearts and minds of people.

The 1970s saw littleimprovement. A
major war in the Middle East led to worl d-
wideinflation asthe price of oil quadru-
pled. Scandal in Washington brought down
apresident. Before the decade was o,
Idamic-fundamentalist Iranians held
Americans hostage in the U.S. embassy
in Tehran for 444 days.

President immy Carter called America's
difficult time amalaise. French president
Vaéry Giscard d Estaing remarked of
Americans, “ You have begun to question
your identity . . . You have ceased to believe
inyour destiny” (Time, May 24, 1976).

The 1980s, however, were to see marked
improvement inthe U.S. situation asapop-
ular conservative president made Americans
fed proud again and raised American pres-
tige around the world. By the end of the
decade communismwasin retreat as nation
after nation behind theiron curtain over-
threw its communist rulers and embarked
on democratic and free-market reforms,

Thefall of communism, however, did not

ended hodtilities on the Korean peninsula
Other conflicts broke out, seemingly
everywhere. Politica contenders cam-
paigned in the American election of 1956
againgt the backdrop of war inthe Middle
East and a crushed uprising in communist
Hungary. Cold War tensions reached their
height, and the growing Arab-Isragli con-
flict provided another avenue for Soviet
expansion. Moscow wasto bethemain

Americalost the war after itswithdrawal
as South Vietnam fell to communist forces
in 1975. In rapid succession Mozambique,
Angola, Ethiopiaand Afghanistan dl
likewisefell.

The Cold War was not so cold anymore.
Although the two major nuclear powers
managed to avoid direct confrontation, their
proxy states around the world often fought
each other, with dire consequencesfor their

mean the end of conflict. In fact, thedemise
of the Soviet Union led to aproliferation

of conflictsaround theworld. Irag seized
Kuwait, triggering the 1991 Persian Gulf
War. The United States again led the way

in repelling aggression but ended up with
another long-lasting and costly stalemate.

Where to go from here?
The beginning of the 20th century saw

November/December 2001 29



Americaemerge asaworld power after
victory in the Spanish-American War of
1898. The 20th century wasto become
known asAmerica s century. But what is
America sdestiny in the 21st?

Previous articlesin this series, published
inthe last two issues of The Good News,
have shown that the Bible predicted Amer-
ica s destiny thousands of yearsago. The
United States was to become theworld's
greatest single nation in history; Grest
Britain and her overseas possessionswere
to become amultitude of nations.

prosperity to the two peoples, the descen-
dants of the biblica patriarch Joseph.
Through them great prosperity would
come upon therest of theworld as
Joseph’s descendants were prophesied to
be, inthe“last days,” a“fruitful bough”
(Genesis49:1, 22-26), exporting capita
and expertise around the globe.

These two nations were also destined to
struggle against the hostility and attacks of
others (verses 23-24) to preserve peace and
freedom around the world. How remark-
ably Americaand Britain have fulfilled

God would giveincredible wealth and these prophecies!

More Disasters on the Horizon?

he shocking events of recent times should serve as a powerful wake-up call to the

United States and other nations that sprang from Britain. God repeatedly warns that
He will bring punishment on the modern descendants of Israel until they turn from their
disobedience and repent.

Notice the following message God gave through the prophet Ezekiel: “Son of man,
this is what the Sovereign Lorp says to Israel: The end is here! Wherever you look—east,
west, north, or south, your land is finished. No hope remains, for | will unleash my anger
against you. | will call you to account for all your disgusting behavior. | will turn my eyes
away and show no pity, repaying you in full for all your evil . . . With one blow after
another | will bring total disaster!

“The end has come! It has finally arrived! Your final doom is waiting! O people of
Israel, the day of your destruction is dawning . . . Soon I will pour out my fury to complete
your punishment for all your disgusting behavior. | will neither spare nor pity you. | will
repay you for all your detestable practices .. . . None of these proud and wicked people will
survive. All their wealth will be swept away. Yes, the time has come; the day is here!”
(Ezekiel 7:2-12, New Living Translation).

Ezekiel's prophecies are remarkable in that he prophesied long after the ancient king-
dom of Israel had been crushed and its people taken away at the hands of the Assyrian
Empire. His message could not have been for exclusively for ancient Israel—because that
kingdom no longer existed!

No doubt Ezekiel directed some of his message toward the kingdom of Judah, at that
time threatened by the Babylonian Empire. But parts of his message were unmistakably
directed to the “whole house of Israel”—all 12 tribes (Ezekiel 39:25)—and are applicable
to the time of the end.

The book of Ezekiel contains many similar warnings that are applicable to the mod-
ern descendants of Israel—both from the house of Israel and the house of Judah. God
condemns their rampant corruption, greed, violence, oppression and immorality. He
abhors their self-inflicted defilement with corrupt religion and their profaning of His holy
things and His Sabbaths (Ezekiel 22:7-13).

Because of their moral degeneracy, as descendants of the ancient house of Israel, God
also says: "I will scatter you among the nations, disperse you throughout the countries,
and remove your filthiness completely from you. You shall defile yourself in the sight of
the nations; then you shall know that | am the Lorp” (verse 15-16).

This prophesied “scattering” will come at the hands of a foreign power. Other prophe-
cies indicate that this power, unwittingly acting as God's “rod” of punishment (Isaiah 10:5-
7), will be a modern revival of ancient Assyria and Babylon. Centered in Europe, it will
also be a resurrection of the Roman Empire. The book of Revelation calls this power the
"“beast.” It will be ruled by a coming totalitarian dictator—also referred to as the beast.
(To learn more, please request our free booklet The Book of Revelation Unveiled.)

When strong, the United States has been a restraining force against tyranny in the
world as we've seen. But, sadly, America’s decling, beginning at its moral foundations and
ultimately extending to its national power, will open the door to the worst tyranny ever
to envelop the world—the final beast power. America, which values freedom so greatly,
is in danger of having its freedom ripped away—as its civilization is destroyed, its
abundance turned to ruin and its populace decimated and scattered.

Unless America repents, this is the future that prophecy indicates awaits it.

—Tom Robinson
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Blessings tied to obedience

Intherole of international peacekeepers,
these nations would help bring religious
freedom to much of the earth. People from
the two nations have also been at the fore-
front of trandating and distributing Bibles
to the nations.

Clearly, the God of the Bible and His
Word are recognized as having played a
major rolein America's history. America's
founding fathersintended to build a Chris-
tian country, redlizing that a nation would
prosper to the extent that it was built on
and lived by the Ten Commandments. The
founding fathers gave no one church pre-
eminence, as England had, but they under-
stood that the laws of God wereto bethe
foundation of the nation’s laws.

Thiswastrue until the 1960s.

That decade of great turmoail in the
United States was a so the decade that saw
the nation turning away fromitshiblical
foundation. Pressure began building to
adopt the same permissive laws that had
aready been introduced in many European
nations. Advocates of “freelove’ spurned
marriage and family life. The birth-control
pill, introduced in 1960, madeit possible
for people to adopt sexually promiscuous
practices without the fear of pregnancy
(though the consequence of sexually trans-
mitted diseases remained, and infections
skyrocketed). Marriage rates declined as
more and more couples simply cohabited.

Within afew short years, statesintro-
duced no-fault divorce, legalized homosex-
ual practices and sanctioned abortion. The
U.S. Supreme Court decided that the First
Amendment to the Congtitution protected
pornography. Like ancient Isragl thousands
of years before, Americanswere rejecting
the mord laws of God.

The socid consequences of such think-
ing and practices are not hard to see. Bro-
ken homes, violence, sexua perversions
and licentiousness grew out of contral.
Today Americaisahedonistic society.
With other Western nations, the United
Statesisfulfilling a prophecy of the apostle
Paul, who warned us of “periloustimes’
inthe“last days”

“. .. For menwill beloversof themsdves”
hewrote, “loversof money, . . . proud, bles-
phemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, danderers,
without sdlf-control, brutal, despisers of
good, . . . loversof pleasurerather than lovers
of God. . " (2 Timothy 3:1-4).

Itisnot mere coincidencethat America
darted to fall apart internally in the 1960s
asthe country was turning away from the



moral laws of God. Twenty years|ater the
mora climate improved after aminor
resurgence of traditional values, but that
was short-lived and too weak an effort to
undo the damage or restore godly laws
needed for ameaningful societal change.

Consequences aren’t always immediate

The Bible reminds us that the conse-
quences of anation’sturning away from
God are not dwaysimmediate. In fact,
they may be delayed or extend over gener-
ations. Note these wordsin the giving of
the Ten Commandments. “You shall have
no other gods before Me. . . For |, the
Lorb your God, am ajealous God, visiting
theiniquity of the fathers upon the children
to the third and fourth generations of those
who hate M€’ (Exodus 20:3, 5).

Consider, for example, davery as prac-
ticed in the early United States. Although
thisgreat evil wasfinaly abolished by the
Civil War, the negative consequences of
racial tension linger to thisday, affecting
virtually the entire country.

Inasmilar way we see more clearly the
negative consequences of the libera agendas
of the’60sand’ 70s. Almost two generations
|ater, the consequences of rejecting God's
laws become more obvious. Americamay
bericher than in the past, but morally the
country isbankrupt, itssociety in decline.

God warns His people to remember that
Heisthesource of blessings. “. . . When
you have eaten and are full—then beware,
lest you forget the LorD” (Deuteronomy
6:11-12). This passage reminds us that God
gave ustheland on which we dwell aswell
asitsgreat materia abundance. Yet failure
to remember and obey God will resultin
dire consequences (Deuteronomy 8:18-20).

Deuteronomy 28 sums up well the con-
sequencesfor anation that abandonsits
Creator. A nation that isfaithful to God
and Hislawswill be blessed, and the
nation that rejects God and Hislaws will
be cursed. Curses come on the United
States and other nations when they turn
away from their Creator.

It wouldn't take much for the Situation
to dramaticaly worsen. America’'swhole
way of lifeisbuilt on its enormoudly pow-
erful economy. But what would happen if
the economy took adramatic downturn?
Would the nation hold together? What
would happen if the country were defeated
inamajor war?

Indeed, Americadare not allow its
wealth to make it complacent. It has built
much of its material prosperity on bor-
rowed money. The physical blessingsit

enjoys now could easily become the curse
of unpaid debt if the economy plummets.

Itisgood to remember that at the dawn
of the 20th century British power seemed,
in the words of a German nationalist news-
paper at thetime, “practically unassail-
able’ (quoted by J. Morris, Pax Britannica,
1968, p. 28). How quickly thischanged in
just afew decades! American power, too,
can diminish overnight.

Mankind in genera has dways had
the freedom to make its own choices.

The descendants of the men who built

the United States on afoundation of their
understanding of the Ten Commandments
werefreeto reject those laws, but the con-
sequences of having done so areinevitable.

Perhaps the biggest difference between
the people who dominate our culture and
those who led the country at itsfounding is
that people today believe America can suc-
ceed without God. Right legidation can
solve any problem. All it takesistheright
allocation of funds.

Theredlity isthat the further the nation
drifts from God the more complex—and
costly—the problems become. Only a
return to the laws of God will solve the
naion'sills.

God’s promises are sure

If the United States—and other English-
speaking nationsthat sprang fromthe
biblical tribe of Joseph, including Britain,
Canada, Audtralia, New Zealand and South
Africa—doesn’'t genuinely return to God,
terrible consequences will result, warns bib-
lical prophecy. Some of these nations have
aready falenfar fromtheir pesk of power.
But things could get much, much worse.
The Bible speaks of thetime of “ Jacob's
trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7), when the United
States and other descendants of ancient
Israel will suffer the severe consequences
of turning away from God (see“More
Disagters on the Horizon?,” page 30).

We have seenin this series of articles
how America's birth and rise to power have
been an astounding fulfillment of Bible
prophecy. But |et us also recognize that,
just asthe prophecies of national greatness
have cometo pass, so will the prophecies
about America'sfall from greatness
because of its continuing drift from God
and dideinto greater and greater sins.

Yetitisnot too late. God says, “The
instant | speak concerning anation and
concerning akingdom, to pluck up, to
pull down, and to destroy it, if that nation
against whom | have spoken turnsfrom
itsevil, | will relent of the disaster that |

thought to bring upon it” (Jeremiah 18:7-8).

Americahastragically lived up to the
negative side of itsbiblica name, Manas-
seh, which means “forgetting.” The nation
haslost itsway, and God pleadswith it
to find itsway back to Him. “Yet the Lord
pleads with you still: Ask where the good
road is, the godly paths you used to walk
in, inthe days of long ago. Travel thereand
you will find rest for your souls. But you
reply, ‘No, that is not the road we want!"”
(Jeremiah 6:16, The Living Bible).

Sadly, asawhole, Americaand the other
modern nations descended from Isragl are
not likely to heed God'swarning before
suffering calamity the likes of which has
never been. But, asindividuals, each of
us till has the opportunity to repent of his
sins. We can turn our lives around to serve
the grest God. * Seek the Lorp, dl you
meek of the earth, who have upheld His
justice. Seek righteousness, seek humility.
It may be that you will be hidden in the day
of the Lorp’sanger” (Zephaniah 2:3).

True repentance, committing from the
heart to obey God from now on, isthe only
way to find forgiveness of sinsand true
happiness—and ultimate freedom.

The Scriptures show usthat, after Amer-
ica experiences the negative consequences
of rgjecting God, therewill comeatime
of national repentance—and Americans,
together with the other descendants of
Israel, will turn back to their God. After
that happensthe nation will once again
be one set on ahill, an example for other
nationsto follow.

But you don't have to wait until then.
You can repent now—and be an individual
example of the blessing and freedom that
comes from following God. Gn

Recommended Reading

To learn more about
the astounding
Bible prophecies
about the United
States, and the pre-
dictions of
itsfuture, be sure

to request your free F

copy of The United Satesand Britain
in Bible Prophecy. To learn more about
what the Scriptures reveal about the
future, request You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy, also free.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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ow do we make sense of suffering? How
do we reconcile the reality of so much
suffering, anguish and misery with a
divine being who is all-loving
and infinitely merciful? This
quandary has plagued theolo-
gians and philosophers for
centuries. But they have failed
to give us a satisfying, rational
answer. Is there more to the
story we haven't considered?
Through the prophet Isaiah God tells us, “My
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways My ways” (Isaiah 55:8). God thinks and
acts on a level different from ours. He sees things

' T

LAy
T,

L.; luu" mu
J!!I '-Ir"“

L |
-il

s i)

in an entirely different way. From our perspec-
tive, it’s as though we were putting together a
jigsaw puzzle with many of the pieces missing.
What part of the picture are we failing to see?

Why Does God Allow Suffering? addresses these
questions head on. This crucial booklet reveals
the source of so much human suffering, helps us
understand why God allows it, shows His differ-
ent perspective on it and lets us understand how
and when all suffering will eventually cease.

For your free copy, visit our Web site or
contact any of our offices listed on page 2.
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