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One Gave All

n the aftermath of the 1991 Gulf War, the patriotic

song “ Some GaveAll” dominated the U.S. airwaves.

Init the singer reflects on asoldier returned from war: “I can’t forget
thelook in hiseyes, or thetears he cries, as he said these words to me:
‘All gave someand somegaveall . . ”

Thelyricsare apowerful reminder of the high cost of war. Inwar,
ashesays, al give some, but some give all. They pay the ultimate price.

Yesterday | saw aprofound reminder of something else—the high
cost of sin. The lesson isgraphically brought homein the movie The
Passion of the Christ. You seg, to pay the high cost of sin, One—Jesus
Chris—gaveall.

Do we grasp what it meansto say that Jesus gave al? What exactly
did He give up when He gave Hislifefor the sins of mankind?

Many fail to realize, even thoughit is spelled out clearly in the Scrip-
tures, that Jesus was the divine Being who created the universe accord-
ing to the will of God the Father. Ephesians 3:9 spesks of “God who

If ever there were a time when the world
needed to be reminded of the terrible cost
of sin, it is now. It seems the world, and Amer-
ican culture in particular, is going insane.

created al thingsthrough Jesus Christ . . (emphasis added through-
out). Colossians 1:16 says of Jesus. “For by Himall things were created
thet arein heaven and that are on earth, visibleand invisible.. . . All
things were created through Himand for Him”

Think about that—the One who spoke for the Father and the universe
was created, who formed the sun, moon and stars out of nothing and
filled the earth with oceans, streams, flowers, trees, animals and birds
by Hisword (see Genesis 1-2), cameto earth to live not asthe divine
and almighty God, but rather asamortal human being (John 1:1-3, 14).

In Philippians 2:6-8 Paul tellsusthat Christ l&ft al thisbehind to live
and diefor us. “He, who had aways been God by nature, did not cling
to his privileges as God's equal, but stripped himself of every advantage
... hehumbled himself by living alife of utter obedience, to the point
of death, and the desth he died was the death of a common criminal”
(New Testament in Modern English).

If ever there were atime when the world needed to be reminded
of theterrible cost of gin, it isnow. It seemsthe world, and American
culturein particular, isgoing insane.

Unelected judges defy the will of the people to legalize homosexual
behavior and marriage while removing mention of God from public
life. Sexual immorality dominates popular entertainment, which is
then reflected in redl life by skyrocketing rates of venereal diseases,
unwanted pregnancies and broken homes.

Legalized abortion snuffs out the lives of millions of babies dismem-
bered before they can even draw their first breath. Millions seek escape
in chemical concoctions. Meanwhile, war—much of it motivated by
religious hatred—traumatizes country after country.

Thisworld believes sinisfun and exciting. But in redity sinis
hideous. Sin kills. Sin carries an enormously high price. It kills not only
us, but it also killed the One who made us.

It took the dying of mankind’s Creator in aterrible death to pay the
terrible price for the sins of al mankind. In thisissue, and in our new
free booklet Jesus Christ: The Real Sory (mentioned on the back
cover), we hope to help you better understand the One who paid that
price for you and me—the Onewho truly gave all.

—Scott Ashley, Managing Editor

The Good News

March/April 2004 Volume 9, Number 2 Circulation: 429,000
The Good News (ISSN: 1086-9514) is published bimonthly by the United Church of God, an
International Association, 555 Technecenter Dr., Milford, OH 45150. © 2004 United Church
of God, an International Association. Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any
form without written permission is prohibited. Periodicals Postage paid at Milford, Ohio
45150, and at additional mailing offices. Scriptural references are from the New King James
Version (© 1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc., publishers) unless otherwise noted.

Publisher: United Church of God, an International Association
Council of Elders: Aaron Dean, Robert Dick, Jim Franks, Doug Horchak,
Clyde Kilough (chairman), Victor Kubik, Les McCullough, Joel Meeker,
Mario Seiglie, Richard Thompson, Leon Walker, Anthony Wasilkoff

Church president: Roy Holladay Media operation manager: Peter Eddington Managing edi-
tor: Scott Ashley Writer-researchers: Jerold Aust,
Roger Foster, Melvin Rhodes, Tom Robinson, John Ross Schroeder
Art director: Shaun Venish Circulation manager: John LaBissoniere
Editorial reviewers: John Bald, Bruce Gore, Paul Kieffer, Graemme Marshall,
Richard Thompson, David Treybig, Lyle Welty, Dean Wilson

To request a free subscription, visit our Web site at www. gnmagazine.org or
contact the office nearest you from the list below. The Good News is sent free to all
who request it. Your subscription is provided by the voluntary contributions of members of
the United Church of God, an International Association, and others. Donations are gratefully
accepted and are tax-deductible in the United States and Canada. Those who choose to vol-
untarily support this worldwide work are welcomed as coworkers in this effort to proclaim
the true gospel to all nations. Personal contact: The United Church of God has congrega-
tions and ministers throughout the United States and many other countries. To contact a min-
ister or to find locations and times of services, contact our office nearest you or access our
Web site at www.ucg.org/churches.

NORTH, SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA

United States: United Church of God P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795
Web site address: www.gnmagazine.org E-mail: info@ucg.org
Canada: United Church of God-Canada
Box 144, Station D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada
Phone: (905) 876-9966, (800) 338-7779 Fax: (905) 876-0569
Web site address: www.ucg.ca
Caribbean: United Church of God, P.O. Box N8873, Nassau, Bahamas
Phone: (242) 324-3169  Fax: (242) 364-5566
Martinique: Eglise de Dieu Unie—France, 127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France
Spanish-speaking areas: Iglesia de Dios Unida
P.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 E-mail: info@ucg.org

EUROPE
British Isles: United Church of God, P.O. Box 705, Watford, Herts, WD19 6FZ, England
Phone: 020-8386-8467 Fax: 01257-453978 Web site address: www.goodnews.org.uk
France: Eglise de Dieu Unie—France, 127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France
Germany: Vereinte Kirche Gottes/Gute Nachrichten
Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax: 0228-9454637
Italy: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 187, 24100 Bergamo, Italy
Phone: (+39) 338-4097919 Fax: (+39) 035-452.16.26
Web site address: www.labuonanotizia.org E-mail: redazione@labuonanotizia.org
Netherlands: P.0. Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, Netherlands
Scandinavia: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 705, Watford, Herts, WD19 6FZ, England
Phone: +44 20 8386-8467 Fax: +44 1257 453978 E-mail: sverige@ucg.org

AFRICA
Ghana: P.0. Box 3805, Kumasi, Ghana
Mauritius: P.0. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius
Nigeria: United Church of God—West Africa
P.0. Box 1715, Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria Phone: 234-1-791 8009  E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org
South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland:
United Church of God, Southern Africa
P.0. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South Africa
Phone and Fax: 043 748-1694  E-mail: rsa@ucg.org
Zambia and Malawi: P.0. Box 23076, Kitwe, Zambia E-mail: ucgzamal@ucg.org
Zimbabwe: P.O.Box 928, Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe
Phone: 011716273 E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

PACIFIC REGION
Australia: United Church of God—Australia, GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia
Phone: 07 55202 111 Free call: 1800 356 202 Fax: 07 55 202 122
Web site address: www.ucg.org.au  E-mail: info@ucg.org.au
Fiji: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach Estate, Suva, Fiji
New Zealand: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22, Auckland 1015, New Zealand
Phone: Toll-free 0508-463-763
Philippines: P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 8000 Davao City, Philippines
Phone and fax: +63 82 241-0150; Cell/text: +63 918-904-4444
Web site address: www.ucg.org.ph
Tonga: United Church of God-Tonga, P.O. Box 127, Nuku'alofa, Tonga
ALL AREAS AND NATIONS NOT LISTED

United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796 Fax (513) 576-9795 E-mail: info@ucg.org
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement Number 1487140.
Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address changes to
The Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.



Photoslillustrations: From top: Scott Ashley, Sherwin Schwartzrock/Jonathan Koelsch, photo illustration by Shaun Venish/Scott Ashley. Cover: Scott Ashley.

Table of Contents

Cover Feature

The Story of Jesus Christ: Where Do You Fit?

The making, content and release of the popular new movie about

the final 12 hours of Jesus’ life on earth, The Passion of the Christ,

has been surrounded by a great amount of controversy. Regret-

tably, this takes away from a central question we all need to ask
ourselves—which is, where do we personally fit in the story? ........... 4

Jesus Christ: Do We Have the Real Story?

For centuries alternative ideas have circulated as to whether Jesus was
who the Gospels say He was. The Da Vinci Code, a popular best seller,

Will Democracy Work in the Middle East?

President Bush has declared America’s commitment to democracy in
the Middle East. But democracy there and in other regions hasn’t found
much success. Few understand the fundamental reasons for this failure. . . . . .. 9

The Horsemen of Revelation: The Red Horse of War

Some 180 million men, women and children were slaughtered in 20th-
century wars, and more have followed in the new millennium. What do

Good Friday-Easter Sunday: It Didn’t Happen That Way!

Most people assume that Jesus was crucified on a Friday afternoon
and was resurrected on Sunday morning. But does this agree with
the biblical record? And does it square with what Christ Himself said? . . . .. 18

Revelation’s frightening red horse—symbol of war 14

What Did Jesus Look Like?

Can we discover what Christ looked like 2,000 years later? Forensic scien-
tists made the news with their scientific analysis of how Jesus might have
appeared. Their conclusions, and what the Bible says, might be surprising. . . . 23

A Right Example Heard Around the World

Not long before He was crucitfied, Jesus Christ surprised His disciples—
and possibly many of us as well—by praising a seemingly wasteful act.
Why did He put such emphasis on it? And what should we learn from it?. . .24

What Religious Days Did Jesus Observe?

Every year millions celebrate major religious holidays that are found
nowhere in the Bible. If we are to truly follow Jesus Christ and live

What did Jesus Christ really look like? 23

Regular Features

World News and Trends An Overview of Conditions Around the World . .. ........................ 12
Television and Radio Log Station listings and times for Good News/Tomorrow TV and GN Radio . ........ 22
Letters From Our Readers Readers of The Good News share their thoughts. .. ..................... 28
Questions and Answers Answers to readers’ QUESTIONS . . . ..o v e e e ot e e e et e e 29
Just for Youth How Do You Recover From a Costly MiStake? . ... ... ...t 30

March/April 2004 3



GOOD NEWS FEATURE e Where Do You Fit?

The Story of Jesus Christ:
Where Do You Fit?

The making, content and release of the new movie The Passion of the Christ
has been surrounded by controversy. Regrettably, this takes away from
a central question—which is, where do we personally fit in the story?

by Scott Ashley

or months now, dating back long

beforeitsrelease, The Passion of the

Chrigt (the word passion meaning

suffering) has been attacked from
severd Sdes.

Some Bible scholars have attacked it for
what they fedl areinaccuracies, director Ml
Gibson's Catholic dant evident in some
aspects of thefilm, and histaking acertain
amount of creative licensein telling the story
(al of which | thought detracted fromthe
gory inthe preview screening | saw).

Many Jews have condemned the moviefor
supposed anti-Semitism, fearful that it could
ignite another wave of persecution. Their fears
areunderstandable, considering the history
of Christendom and rising hatred toward the
Jewish people around the world, but anyone
who waks away from this movie harboring
fedings of anti-Semitism has missed its
point entirely.

Other attacks have been more subtle and
far-reaching. Mel Gibson has been targeted
with persond criticism; major moviedis-
tributors, in spite of thefact that hisfilms
aregenerally solid moneymakers, declined
to have anything to do with this venture.

It'sironic that the Hollywood movie
machine can crank out theworst kinds of
degeneracy—murder, mayhem and misogyny
coming soon to atheater near youl—with
hardly apeep of protest, but areverential treat-
ment of Jesus Christ’s sacrificefor our sSins
iscriticized from virtualy every quarter. The
hypocrisy iseven more evident considering
thefact that the truly perverse 1988 film The
Last Temptation of Christ was heartily hailed
by Hollywood for its supposed “artistic
vison” (which included a blagphemous sex
scene between Jesus and Mary Magdaene).

A Christianity that doesn’t know Christ

In some ways these different criticisms of
the current movie reflect the different minds
people have toward Jesus. Somereject Him
because they think they know better. Others
reject Christ out of fear of the unknown, or
fear that they would have to make unwanted

4 The Good News

changesintheir livesif they dug alittle deeper
into the story. And others, like the Hollywood
antireligion establishment, smply abhor the
idea of anyonewho would have asay con-
cerning what they’re alowed to think and do.

It would be niceto say that those who
accept theredity of Jesushaveamuch
hedlthier view—but, sadly, that’s not dways
the case.

A 2003 poll of American adultsfound
that while 91 percent “absolutely believe” or
“mogtly believe’ Jesus Christ wasared his-
torical person, they are much fuzzier onthe
implications of thet belief. Of those surveyed,
far smaller percentages actually believe He
was born to avirgin, was resurrected from
the dead, was the Son of God or was divine
(Scripps Howard News Service report, Dec.
26, 2003).

When it comesto actual Bibleknowledge
and understanding, the numbersdrop even
further. A 1990 Gallup Pall found that only
half of American adultsinterviewed could
nameasingle one of thefour Gospels (Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke and John) and only 37 per-
cent could namedl four! And while 70 per-
cent could name the town in which Jesuswas
born (Bethlehem), barely one personin four
could name even half of the Ten Command-
mentsor identify Jesus asthe person who
gave the Sermon on the Mount (George
Gallup, Jr., The Role of the Biblein American
Society, 1990, p. 17).

Sadly, these numbers are no doubt consid-
erably worsein other Western countrieswhere
people don’t even make much of apretense
of going to church.

What such shocking trends lead toisthe
result discovered in a2003 survey by the
Barna Research Group. It found that among
professing Chritians, half considered cohabi-
tation and “ enjoying sexud thoughts and fan-
tasies about someoné”’ to be moraly accept-
able; roughly a third considered adultery,
pornography, drunkenness and having an
abortion to be morally acceptable; and onein
five thought the same of homosexua behavior
(BarnaResearch Online, Nov. 3, 2003, report).

Keepinmind that
these percentages aren’t
for the population asa
whole, but for peoplewho
claimto be Chrigtian!
What we have, then, isa
Christianity in which mil-
lions accept Christ, but know
little @bout Him, what He did
and what He taught. Or, worse
yet, perhapsthey do know what
He taught—but chooseto ignore
or rgject it!

What is your reaction?

Watching The Passion of the
Chrigt, | was struck by theredlization
that in Mel Gibson’sdepiction of the
find 12 hoursof Chrigt’slifeon earth,
he inadvertently portrays—in ways
quitefaithful to the biblical accounts
—virtualy every human reaction
to Jesus.

Theimportant question is, which
of these appliesto you?

* First we seethe disciples—Peter,
James and John—fast adeep while
Jesus praysfor strength for the ordeal
He knowsis coming. How many of
usarelike them, confident that every-
thing isfinein our relaionship with
Chrigt, but adeep at the moment,
blissfully unaware that an unex-
pected sorm will break and we
could abandon Himin aflurry
of terror and panic?

* Next we seethe high priest’s ser-
vant, dazed from dmost having his
head split open by Peter’'ssword, grimacing in
pain asthe Man they’d cometo arrest reaches
out to him, picksup his severed ear and makes
the bloodied man whole again. Bewildered,
he doesn't know what to make of this sudden
turn of events. Could we belike him, knowing
there must be something to this Jesus-the-
Son-of-God story, but unsure what to do?

* Soon we cometo Peter—bold, brash
Peter, proud to proclaim hisdlegianceto



Jesus, even to the point of dying for Him. Yet
when hisbdliefs are challenged, when things
don’t turn out as expected, when the threat of
persecution comes, herunslike afrightened
rabbit. How many of ushave such afaith,
gtrong in fair weather but gone with the wind
when put to the test?

* Judas, tormented by guilt, refuses

to seek the forgiveness and healing
Christ can offer. Haunted by what he
as done, he descendsinto madness and
he ultimate act of running avay—taking
hisown life. Are we tormented by our own
demons and guilt, incapable of accepting
the forgiveness Christ made available as our
ultimate Healer, unableto forgive ourselves?

* \We see many an onlooker in the crowds,
curiosity piqued by the thought-provoking
words and strange events, but inthe end
choosing to be uninvolved. How well thisfits
s0 much of humanity! AsWinston Churchill
oncesad, “Men occasiondly stumble over
thetruth, but most of them pick themselves
up and hurry off asif nothing ever happened.”
The claim that aMan performed great mira-
cles, had details of Hislife foretold hundreds
of yearsin advance, was murdered out of jed-
ousy and rose from the dead should surely
demand our atention! Will we serioudy
investigate the facts or passon asif nothing
happened?

* Inthefilm Mary, Jesus mother, thoughin
indescribable grief and turmoail &t thisshocking
turn of events, for the most part taysretively
cam, trusting in the perfect will of the God
who had touched her life many yearsearlier
and never |eft her done. Doesthis describe our
relaionship with God, fully trugtingin Him
even though not understanding or compre-
hending the trial sthat overwhelm us, but
knowing He will never leave or forsake us?

* The Roman soldiers—cruel, hard and
brutal—enjoy their sadistic entertainment, car-
ing nothing for God or human beingsmadein
Hisimage. How many today are absorbedin
aheartless, soulless pursuit of pleasure regard-
lessof itsterrible toll? How many mock their
Cregtor intheir mindsand by their actions?

* John, perhapsthe youngest of the disci-
ples, isstunned and uncomprehending as
these events unfold and hisworld crumbles.
Yet, in spite of hisyouth, heisthelone disci-
ple recorded in the Gospels asremaining
in hisMaster’'s presence at the end. Perhaps
we are young and inexperienced too, but will
welet that stand in the way of atrusting and
faithful relationship with Christ?

» Simon of Cyrene, forced out of acrowd
and, inthefilm, torn from hisson to help carry
Jesus' cross, proteststhat he can’t leave his
son and makesit clear that heisinnocent and
wants nothing to do with this condemned

Scott Ashley

man. Will welet our attachments, even to
something as priceless asfamily, keep usfrom
Chrigt? Or could we think we're good enough
aswe are and have no need to be associated
with Him?

* Then we cometo the two criminas cruci-
fied with Jesus. Onelashesout at Chrigtin his
anger and pain. Life hasnot beenkind to him;
he rages againg the perceived injustice of it

tomewhered| of uswereat one point. Our
sinsput all of usin the crowd crying out,
“Crucify Him!”

Thisisthe sarting point for realizing where
weall fitin God's great planfor us.

Peter, addressing acrowd in Jerusdlem sev-
erad weeks after these tragic eventstook place,
stressed our collective guilt for the degth of
the Son of God. “When the people heard this,

In Mel Gibson’s depiction of the final 12 hours of Christ’s life
on earth, he inadvertently portrays—in ways quite faithful to
the biblical accounts—uvirtually every human reaction to Jesus.
The important question is, which of these applies to you?

all. Rather than accept the pendlty for his
actions now come due, he mocks theinnocent
Man dying dongside him. Could thisbe us,
blaming everyone and everything around us,
raging againgt God to our dying breath?

* Finaly we cometo thelast of the con-
demned men. He recognizes his guilt, but
he also recognizes the enormousinjustice
inflicted on aMan who had done no wrong.
He admitsthat desth iswhat he deserves, and
he has no oneto blame but himself for his
hopeless, doomed situation. In hisown pain
and misery, he also cries out—yet not in anger
likethe other, but in apleafor mercy to the
One herecognizesasLord and Magter. Isthis
our reaction to Jesus Chrigt, recognizing that
our own choices have brought usto adead
end from which we can see no way out other
than total surrender to Him?

Where do you fit?

Again, which of these reactions applies
toyou?

Mée Gibson has openly stated that the
movieistheresult of adark periodin hisown
lifewhen he, likethe last of the condemned
men, reached a point where he saw no way
out. He turned to the story from the Gospels
that he remembered from years before. In
spite of itsflaws, The Passion of the Christis
apowerful and compelling retelling of astory
of great significanceto him.

While heisone of theworld’s most
respected actors and a popular box-office
draw, Mel Gibson chose not to take an acting
part in hisfilm. However, heleft no doubt
astowhere he saw himsdf in thisstory.
Asaclose-up shot shows Jesus hand being
nailed to the beam, the hand that is holding
the nail asit is pounded in isnone other than
Mr. Gibson'sown.

When asked about it, he explained that this
was hisway of acknowledging that hisown
persond sins played apart in putting Jesus
Christ to deaeth. And pondering the part we
al played inthislong-ago drama, it occurred

they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
the other aposties, ‘ Brothers, what shall we
do?” (Acts2:37, New Internationa Version,
emphasis added throughot).

That isthe crucia question: What shall
we do?

Peter answered: * Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receivethe gift of the Holy Spirit” (verse 38).

To repent meansto change our heart, think-
ing and conduct—to totally surrender our
livesto God. Baptismisasymboal of that sur-
render, representing the death of the person
we have been and aresurrection to anew life
patterned after Jesus Chrigt (Romans 6:3-13).
TheHoly Spiritis God's gift to usto empower
ustoliveatruly transformed life.

Therest of the story isamazing, dmost
beyond comprehension. Hebrews 2:10 (NIV)
gives usaglimpse of the purpose of the pas-
son: “ In bringing many sonsto glory, it was
fitting that God, for whom and through whom
everything exigts, should make the author
of their salvation perfect through suffering.”

Jesus suffered and died to bring “ many
sonsto glory.” Areyou willing to act on His
awesome purpose for you? Gn

Recommended Reading

Are you willing to settle for being
part of a Christianity that knows
next to nothing about who Jesus
is, why He came and what He
taught, or do you want to know
more? Be sure to request the free
booklets What Is Your Destiny?
and Jesus Christ: The Real Story to
learn more about God's purpose
and plan for you. The truth about
both is far greater than you can imagine! And to learn

more about what God expects us to do to attain that
future, request Transforming Your Life: The Process of
Conversion, also free.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Jesus Christ:
Do We Have the Real Story?

Do we have the complete story of Jesus Christ’s life and death? For centuries alternative ideas have
circulated as to whether Jesus was who the Gospels say He was. The Da Vinci Code, a hugely popu-
lar best-selling book, dramatizes one of these stories. What is the truth? Can we know for sure?

by Darris McNeely

or aChrigtian, thereis no more cen-
tral tenet of faith than thelife, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. On that point hangsthe
hope of eternd lifein the Kingdom of God
through the resurrection of the dead.

That Hewould rise from the dead, thussig-
nifying that He wasthe Son of God, wasthe
one sign He gaveto askeptical generation.
Thefour Gospelstestify with convincing evi-
dencethat He did rise from the dead and that
He wasthe divine Son of God, the Messiah
promised through the biblical prophets.

Almost from the beginning of the Church,
this central fact was attacked as afasehood.
The Church carefully gathered eyewitness

accounts. The gpostles wrote and told what
they saw. Paul went into considerable detall
on the matter when he wrote to the Corin-
thian church about the resurrection and its
vital importanceto the Christian faith.

And yet the attacks continued. For some,
Christ was no more than agood mora
teacher, arabbi who broke out of the pack.
They believed that His frustrated followers
did nothing more than fabricate afantastic
tale of an empty tomb and new faith.

The attempt to deny Christ’s resurrection
has continued into modern times. The
1967 book The Passover Plot offered pur-
ported “rational” and “logical” aternative
explanationsto the biblical account. The

book’stitle sums up aview that many still
hold—that the story told in the New

/

Testament isat best
incomplete and at
worst acomplete fraud.
Thelatest popular
theory istold in abook
thet hasbeen onthe
best-sdler list

for the better part of ayear and will appear in
2005 asaHoallywood mation picture. The Da
Vinci Code, by Dan Brown, isawork of fiction
that usesactud events, charactersand places
to draw readersinto offbest speculations about
thelife and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Mr. Brown spinsfact and fiction together
in away that makes for afast-paced, intrigu-
ing story, long on action and excitement—
but woefully short on actud truth.

Inanutshell, The Da Vinci Code putsforth
theideathat Jesus Christ was married to
Mary Magdalene, leaving her pregnant with
His child when He died. The mother and
child were secreted off to southern France
and the lineage of that union existsto this
day. The male-dominated church supposedly
suppressed this“knowledge” and saw to it
that any writing containing thisinformation
was purged from the official record.

According to Mr. Brown's plot, those who
knew the “truth” managed to keep it dive
and passit down through the ages. Leonardo
daVinci was supposedly one such keeper of
the secret, and hisfamous painting The Last
Supper purportedly shows Mary Magdalene
to theright of Jesus. Of course this contra-
dictsthebiblical account, which tellsusit
wasthe disciple John who sat at the Lord's

The Da Vinci right on Hisfinal evening.
Brown's book inspired an examination
Code puts forth the by the ABC news program Primetime.
idea that Jesus Christ was Interviewed on the program, Mr.
) Brown said, “1 began as a skeptic.
married to Mary Magdalene, As| started researching The Da inci

leaving her pregnant with His

child when He died. The male-
dominated church supposedly

suppressed this “knowledge”
and saw to it that any writing
containing this information was
purged from the official record.

6 The Good News

Code, | redly thought | would dis-
provealot of thistheory about
Mary Magdaene and holy
blood and al of that.
[Instead] | became abeliever.”
The program’s hostess, Elizabeth Vargas,
sent amixed message to viewerswith this
conclusion: “What we found isthat some of
the claimsthe book makes are Smply not
credible and some of the claimshave
been made before. But there are some
surprising truths behind the story of



Jesus, Mary Magdalene, and Leonardo da
Vinc” (Primetime, airdate Nov. 3, 2003).

Fiction disguised as history

What “truths’ ? What exactly doesthe
book claim isthe true story of Christ and the
Church? Here are some excerpts from the
book purporting to bethered story:

“At this gathering [the Council of Niceain
A.D. 325] many aspects of Christianity were
debated and voted upon—the date of Easter,
the role of the bishops, the administration
of sacraments, and, of course, the divinity of
Jesus. . . Until that moment in history, Jesus
was viewed by hisfollowers asamorta
prophet . . . Jesus establishment asthe* Son
of God' was officially proposed and voted on
by the Council of Nicea. . . A relatively close
voteat that” (p. 233).

“From this sprang the most profound
moment in Christian history. Constantine
commissioned and financed anew Bible,
which omitted those gospel s that spoke of
Christ's human traits and embellished those
gospelsthat made him godlike. The other
gospelswere outlawed, gathered up, and
burned” (p. 234).

“Behold, the greatest cover-up in human
history. Not only was Jesus Christ married,
but also Hewas afather . . . Mary Magdaene
wasthe Holy Vessdl. Shewasthe chalicethat
bore the roya bloodline of Jesus Christ. She
was the womb that bore the lineage, and the
vine from which the sacred fruit sprang
forth” (p. 249).

“Mary Magdalene was pregnant a the
time of the crucifixion . . . With the help of
Jesus trusted uncle, Joseph of Arimathea
[she] secretly traveled to France, then known
as Gaul. There shefound saferefugein the
Jewish community. It was herein France that
she gave birth to adaughter . . " (p. 255).

Many other wild ideas arefloated in
the book, but these few passages show the
principal storyline.

Mr. Brown suggests that secret documents
wereinterred with Mary Magdalene's
remains, documents whose contents would
wreck Chrigtianity. These documents suppos-
edly contain the “true” gospel—one whose
foundation isin goddess worship. If reveded
to the world, these recovered “truths’ would
pavetheway for mankind to returnto a
more enlightened spirituality centered on
thisfeminine deity.

What is most troubling about this book,
and the movie to come fromit, isthat so
much fiction and misinformationis mingled
and passed off astruth. Anyonereading it
without an adequate background inthe basics
of the Bible, much less history, could read it
and come away with alot of doubt and many

Scott Ashley

questions. That borders on blasphemy.

Christ spoke to thiswhen He said of any
who would cause offense and stumbling, “It
would be better for him if amillstone were
hung around his neck, and he werethrown
into the sea, than that he should offend one
of theselittle ones’ (Luke 17:2).

What is the biblical evidence?

Mr. Brown'simaginative rewrite of history
conflictswith the Biblein many points. First
of al, Jesuswas not married. No reference of
any sort in the Bible suggests the possibility.
It just isn't there. There have been past
attempts by scholars suggesting that the
scenein John 2 of awedding in Canawhere
Jesusturned the water into wine was actualy
His own wedding, but the Bible indicates
nothing of the sort.

stratesthereliability of the Gospel accounts
that we have. Mary Magdalen€'s presence
among the followers of Christ and asabearer
of the news of His resurrection actually
serves as proof of the authenticity of the
accounts of Matthew, Mark, L uke and John.

Women did not enjoy honored statusin
theworld at that time. Luke and John tell
of women serving and participating in
ways that would have been quiteradical
by standards of thetime.

Among some cultures of the region, the
status of women was near that of daves.
Wives were not allowed to eat with their
husbands' guests nor to leave their houses
unescorted. WWomen were viewed asinferior
and impure compared to men. In Rome, a
man had complete authority over hiswife.
Adultery could be punished by death. Going

Fiction and misinformation is mingled and passed off as truth.
Anyone reading it without an adequate background in the basics
of the Bible could read it and come away with a lot of doubt.

Thereisn't any biblica evidencethat Christ
was married to Mary Magdalene or anyone
else. Theideareflects gnostic teaching extol-
ling the feminine Side of spirit beingsand was
popular in the second century after Christ.

Neither isthere anything in the Bible to
support the deprecating and oft-floated idea
that Mary Magdalene was a prostitute who
followed Christ and His disciples around.

Another part of the misconception about
Chrigt isthe ideathat there were other legiti-
mate gospel accounts, which were either
lost or purged from the accepted record and
labeled as heretical. Thisraisesdoubtsas
to whether we have the whole story about
Christ and the early Church.

Itistruethat other letters and accounts
circulated during and after thefirst century,
claiming to be authentic accounts of Christ's
life. Spurious letters purported to be from
Paul aso circulated (2 Thessalonians 2:2).

The story of how the books of the New
Testament were put together in aform that
people could accept as authenticistoo long
to betold in thisarticle. However, scriptura
evidence pointsto Peter and Paul’s persona
involvement in preserving selected works and
lettersthat bore the true and reliable record
of the events of Christ’slife and the gospel
of salvation in the Kingdom of God.

These scriptures, indicating how the Bible
is put together, preclude any possibility that
other so-called “lost gospels’ could bevaid
for understanding true doctrine and teaching.

Mary, a proof of the Gospels' accuracy
Let’slook at one example that demon-

without aveil could lead to divorce. Some
conditions then remind one of today’s strict
Idamic codes for women.

Thepoint is, if the Gospels had been atotal
fabrication, the authors would have written
accountsthat reflected the existing cultura
norms. What they did wastell atrue story
of the coming of the Messiah and Hislife.

They told it accurately, asit happened. And
they told it under theinspiration of the Holy
Spirit. Paul powerfully asserted, “All Scrip-
tureisgiven by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for ingtruction in righteousness’ (2 Tim-
othy 3:16). God has|eft mankind with assur-
ancethat the essentia aspects of Hisgospel
of salvation have been preserved accurately.

Looking for enlightenment
in all the wrong places

Many peoplein the Western world have an
innate desireto understand the spiritua side
of life. Periodicaly amajor weekly news-
magazine will run an article about the Bible,
Christianity or amagjor Christian teaching
such as heaven or hell. Time magazine, for
example, recently ran astory on “The Lost
Gospels’ (Dec. 22, 2003).

Publishers and editors know people have
afascination with the Bible even if they don’t
really know much about it. Publicationslike
Time areresponding to ideasin the current
American culture that offer alternative views
of traditional Christian teachings.

Theideas run the gamut from theology
to pop culture. A recent issue of Timeran
astory about the popular movietrilogy The
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Matrix. This science-fiction story pivotson
the ideathat the world we seeis not the ulti-
mate redlity. One of its characters, Morpheus,
tellsanother, Neo, that “the Matrix isthe
world that has been pulled over your eyes
to blind you to the truth.”

The good guysin the movie are aband of
enlightened ones staying one step ahead of

Testament Church of God followed. Instead,
they mix and match their beliefswith al sorts
of non-Christian idess.

Some say thisisjust another way of being
aChrigtian. However, when you adopt non-
Christian idess, instead of getting closer to
the truth you only end up further from true
spirituality.

Some say this is just another way of being a Christian. However,
when you adopt non-Christian ideas, instead of getting closer
to the truth you only end up further from true spirituality.

those from the “matrix,” who seek to sedl this
leak and bring everyone under control. The
ideas of the movie can be found in ancient
ideasthat predate Christianity and later found
expression in gnostic thought.

For decadesthe traditiond ideas of religion
have been challenged and questioned by
libera theologians. Along with agrowing
Skepticism of virtualy dl indtitutions, this
has|ed peopleto searchin other areasfor
spiritud fulfillment. The articlein Timea so
dealt with the fascination for what is called
“New Age’ religious ritual. These suppos-
edly “suppressed” gospelsare providing
people with ideas for modern rituals from
ancient non-Christian belief systems.

Even some of today’s theological intelli-
gentsia give credence to aternative gospel
accounts of the early Church. The contro-
versia Princeton theologian Elaine Pagels,
for example, has written of her acceptance
of the Gospel of Thomas, one of the many
ancient texts discovered at Nag Hammeadi
in Egypt in 1945.

Dr. Pagels study of the Nag Hammadi texts
has shaped her view that the biblical texts
don't tell thefull story. She cannot accept
“Chrigtianity with asingle, authorized set of
beliefs. . To her and other scholars, the Neg
Hammadi textsare“like newly discovered
pieces of acomplex puzzle, next to what we
havelong known from tradition, wefind that
these remarkable texts, only now becoming
widdy known, are transforming what we
know as Chrigtianity” (Beyond Belief: The
Secret Gospe of Thomas, 2003, p. 29).

Why the interest in these myths?

People arelooking for some sort of spiri-
tual foundation to give meaning to daily exis-
tence. Thisisanormal human desirethat's
been with usfor ages.

And because Westernerslive in a Judeo-
Christian culture, based on both the Old and
New Testament Scriptures, many people who
have grown up in this culture think of them-
selvesas* Christian”—in spite of the fact that
they fail to practicethe way of lifethe New

8 The Good News

Such practices, as described in ancient
nonbiblical texts, may seem to answer basic
questions of life. Peoplelook to them to
explain the reason for evil and sufferingin
the world, and how to achieve closenessto
God. Inredlity, however, the very truthsthey
are seeking are explained in the Holy Bible.

That people turn to such a hodgepodge of
ideasto answer these major questions of life
shows the confusion that continuesto reign
in modern religion. But thisreligious confu-
sion does not provide the answers our
modern world so desperately needs.

Turning aside to fables

Inacomment for hisowntimeand asa
prophecy for today, Paul said to hisfellow
minister Timothy, “For thetime will come
when they will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires, because
they haveitching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; and they will turn their
earsaway from the truth, and be turned aside
tofables’ (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Today, just aswhen Jesus came among
men, thereisaneed to ook at what He said
and to decide whether we will follow His
plain teachings. Ironically, it'smuch smpler
to believein what the Bible says about Christ
than to believe the mythsthat have been per-
petuated over the years. Yet many from each
generation seem to thumb their noses a the
Bible and embrace idess that deconstruct the
story of salvation through the Lamb of God.

Thetrue story of Christ has been cheap-
ened and hidden through lawless, godless
talesthat have turned the truth as taught by
Christ and His apostlesinside out. This has
been true with every part of the message of
their gospel. What we are seeing in these
recent storiesis the same distortions of the
person of Christ and the message He brought
that have been around for centuries, only
taken to greater extremes.

Theideathat Jesus married and fathered a
child makes Him into just another man. Such
teaching devaluesand suppressesthetruth
that God is building aspiritua family, and

that by Histimetable everyone who has ever
lived will have opportunity to join that family
(Ephesians 3:14-15).

And if Jesuswas simply ancther man, then
God is not a Father and therefore we are not
His children. Thiswould mean that the plan
of God revedled in the Scripturesisafraud.

But the apostle Paul rebutted this heretical
ideain hisletter to the Corinthians. Some
there denied Christ’sresurrection and His
divinity. They found it hard to believe that
such an event could happen. It fell to Paul
to set them straight, leaving uswith one
of the most powerful chapters of the Bible,

1 Corinthians 15.

"Follow Me”

Jesus Christ—the Son of God—was aso
the greatest of the prophets God sent to | srael
(Deuteronomy 18:18). Hislife and death were
afulfillment of hundreds of Old Testament
prophecies. His message was a prophecy of
the coming Kingdom of God to this earth,
adramatic fulfillment of Daniel 2:44-45.

The apostle Peter was an eyewitness of
Chrigt’sglory and resurrection. Years efter-
ward, Peter wrote that he and hisfellow apos-
tlesknew with certainty that Christ wasthe
Son of God. Responding to the same charges
that we seetoday, Peter wrote, “ For we did
not follow cunningly devised fableswhen we
made known to you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses
of Hismajesty” (2 Peter 1:16).

After Hisresurrection, the glorified Christ
said to Peter, “Follow M€’ (John 21:19).
Therewas no doubt in Peter’s mind that he
wasfollowing the Son of God, the coming
King of Kings.

The same call goesout today: “ Follow
Me” Can you evade the doubt and distrac-
tionsand discover thered Christ of the
Gogpelsand follow Him to the Kingdom
of God? Thechoiceisyours. Gn

Recommended Reading

Perhaps no figure in history has
been as misunderstood and
mythologized as Jesus of Naza-
reth. Hundreds of books, thou-
sands of articles and billions of
words have been written about
Him—but who is He, really? How
much do you know about the real
Jesus Christ of the Bible? We've
prepared a new booklet to intro-
duce you to the real Jesus of the Bible. Request your free
copy of Jesus Christ: The Real Story. A free copy is wait-
ing for you. You should also request How to Understand
the Bible, also free. Request or download them today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org



Will Democracy Work in the Middle East?

President Bush recently declared America’s commitment to democracy in the Middle East. But democ-
racy there and in other regions has not had much success. There are solid reasons for this failure.

by Melvin Rhodes

hewords“democracy” and

“democratic” have been much

abused. During dl the years that

I lived with my family in Ghana,
there were two German embassiesin our
neighborhood. One was the embassy of
the Federal Republic of Germany, which
isdtill there. But, on the corner of abusy
junctionin the capital city of Accra, lay the
heavily protected embassy of the German
Democratic Republic.

This building represented the communist

state of East Germany. Perhapsthe bars
on the windows and the barbed wire at the
top of high walls were as much to keep the
employeesin asto keep intruders out. It
was often said that the GDR wasn't “ Ger-
man” or “democratic,” nor wasit a“repub-
lic,” but countries can cal themselves what
they want. North Korea's official name,
for example, isthe“ Democratic Peoples
Republic of North Korea.”

What is a democracy?

Highlighting thisimportant distinction
was the recent Commonwedth meeting in
Nigeria, where sharp differences emerged
over how to handle the behavior of Zim-
babwe's president. By any Western defini-
tion, Zimbabwe isadictatorship. The pres-
ident can do what he likes. The country
does have a parliament, but so did Iraq
under Saddam Hussein. A year ago, Irag's
parliament backed him 100 percent.

Zimbabwe's neighbor is Zambia. The
Zambian president’s comment on the
Commonwed th dispute was rather inter-
esting. He said Western democracies
should remember that their democratic
systemstook centuriesto evolve, so they
should be more patient with Africa. Well,
maybe, but if acountry isgoing to call
itself ademocracy, it should be one, if
only to avoid confusion.

Democracy isdefined in my 1982
Coallins Sandard Reference Dictionary
as"“government in which the people hold
the ruling power either directly or through
elected representatives; acountry, state,

Corbis Digital Stock

Ethnic divisions have long been a factor in preventing democracy from taking root in
Africa and the Middle East. Religious divisions among Iraq’s Muslims run particularly deep.

etc. with such government; majority rule;
the principle of equality of rights, opportu-
nity, etc., or the practice of thisprinciple”

The phrase, “mgjority rule,” brought
back my own memories of Zimbabwe.
Welived therein the 1970s at atime when
there was much talk of “majority rule”

At the time the country was the break-
away British colony of Southern Rhodesia.
Northern Rhodesia had been given itsinde-
pendence asthe Republic of Zambiain
1964. But following independence, corrup-
tion and dictatorship soon became the
norm, with the resultant rapid economic
dide backwards.

Faced with such ableak future, Southern
Rhodesia s white population declared itself
independent of Britain the following year,
1965. The world wanted to see “ majority
rule,” so economic and political sanctions
were imposed to try to enforce this.

Lessthan 15 years|ater the Republic of
Zimbabwe was born following abitter civil
war that lasted seven years. It wasn't Ssmply
ablack-and-whiteissue—78 percent of the
Rhodesian military was black. Many Afri-
canswerejust as concerned about afuture
African government as most whiteswere—
the record elsewhere in Africahad not been
agood one. Sadly, it remainsthat way till.

Britain’s legacy of parliaments
All Britain'sformer colonies (except for

Hong Kong, which was leased from China,
and Somaliland, which was British for only
abrief period of time) had a parliament.
Britain is often caled “the mother of parlia
ments”” The British parliament has been
meeting for dmost 800 years.

Before the Normansinvaded England in
1066 and imposed amore dictatorial form
of monarchy, the old English kingdom had
an advisory council of noblesknown asthe
Witan. Theideal isalso expressed in stories
of the sixth-century British King Arthur and
his“Knights of the Round Table,” which
signified that no one person seated there
was more important than any of the others.

Interestingly, emphasizing the difference
between Britain and its continenta neigh-
bors, “the Roman Church strongly and
repestedly condemned Round Tables’

(Paul Johnson, The Offshore Idanders,
1972, p. 51). The church believed that the
king was appointed by God and could do
what he wanted.

A long tradition of democracy has
existed in Gregt Britain, and the British
took their parliamentary democratic system
with them wherever they went. Aseach
colony was sdttled, almost immediately a
parliament was established so that the set-
tlers could debate issues of common con-
cern and make any necessary decisions.
Intime, members of the native population
were dso admitted to the parliament.
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In Rhodesiathere werefive qualifications
for voting and participating in the national
parliamentary system at thetime | lived there.
Although | waswhite, | did not qualify—but
many of my African friends did.

Thefive qudlificationswere: citizenship,
literacy (one must be ableto read and write
English, the nationa language), military
service (for males), property ownership
and payment of income tax. Therewas
noracid qualification. Both Africansand
Europeans sat in parliament, the latter being
in the mgjority.

African nationdist politicians campaigned
on the dogan of “one man, onevote,” mean-
ing that everyone should be ableto vote
regardless of education or income. The
fear of those already voting wasthat this
would lead to triba conflict and mob rule—
which isexactly what it did lead to in much
of the continent.

Too often “oneman, onevote” led to just
that—one man with avote, that man being
the new post-independence president who
s00n became president-for-life. Under this
“democratic” system, no other votes count.

other countries, notably Canada, Australia
and New Zedland. So asimilar syssem was
designed for Ghana.

Of dgnificance, during the discussions
on the new condtitution, Nkrumah made the
comment that “I can ride acoach and horses
through this condtitution if | want to.”

That's exactly what happened. Inlessthan
two yearsthe tie with the Crown had been
severed, followed ayear later by aparliamen-
tary vote that proclaimed the new |eader
“president for life” One more year and par-
liament was abolished. Infour years, aparlia
mentary system that had lasted for acentury
was gone. One man with his one vote now
ruled the country.

Zimbabwe follows the same pattern

In Zimbabwe a parliament gtill exigts,
but it smply rubberstamps the decisions of
the president. However, having a parliament
does at least give the appearance of being
ademocracy. There are dozens of such
“democracies’ around the world, democra-
ciesthat no Western visitor would recognize
assuch.

Too often “one man, one vote” led to just that—one man
with a vote, that man being the new post-independence
president who soon became president-for-life. Under this
“democratic” system, no other votes count.

Elections may be held, but al too frequently
they arerigged.

Ghana’s slide into dictatorship

Ghana, towhich | frequently travel, istypi-
cal of political developmentsimmediately
following independence.

Therichest and most successful of
Britain’sAfrican colonies, the Colony of the
Gold Coast became the independent nation
of Ghanaon March 6, 1957. There had been
afunctioning parliament in the country since
the 19th century. As more and more Africans
were educated and prospered, the voting base
widened and the colony’s parliament had a
black majority. For six years prior to indepen-
dence the country had an indigenous chief
executive, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, whose
dream wastotal independence.

When the new congtitution was being
worked out with the colonial authoritiesin
London, the British and Gold Coast (Ghana
ian) representatives wanted to ensure that
parliamentary government (democracy)
would continue after independence. The
British system of checks and balances had
worked well for centuries, longer than any
other. It had been successfully exported to

10 The Good News

Before“mgjority rule”’ in Zimbabwe,
Rhodesia had a free press. The two main
daily newspapers constantly criticized the
government, which the rest of the world had
condemned as“racist” and even “fascist”
(even though free dectionswere still held
right up until the end of Rhodesia).

When an election was held, under British
supervisonwith international observers, to
choose agovernment for the new “mgjority-
rule” Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe led his
ZANU-PF party to victory. It wasto bethe
country’slast truly free election.

Tribalisnm wasamgjor factor in the elec-
tion, with the mgjority Shonagaining power.
Soon tens of thousands of the minority
Ndebele tribe woul d be massacred by Zim-
babwean troopstrained in the Democratic
People's Republic of North Korea,

Corruption became a problem overnight.
Within two weeks of “magjority rule,” police-
men were wanting bribes. Government offi-
ciaswere soon diverting funds. Eventually,
leading members of the government were
given prosperous farms seized from their
former white owners.

Asthe new ownerswere not interested
in agricultural production, food suppliesfell

and people wereleft starving. Food aid con-
tributed from Western donor nations enables
the government to continue in power, asthe
food isonly distributed to the president’s
loyal supporters.

Will Iraq be different?

The big question now is: Will Iraq and
other nations of the Middle East be different?
President Bush recently said that “in thelong
run stability cannot be purchased at the
expense of liberty,” going on to declare that
Americawould help spread democracy
throughout the Middle East. Right now,
not one of the 22 Arab statesin the region
isaWestern-style democracy.

When the former Ottoman Empire was
carved up following World Wer |, the British
were given responsibility for Iraq under the
League of Nations. Britain established a
congtitutional monarchy in Irag, British
style. It lasted until it was violently over-
thrown in 1958 in abloodthirsty revolution
that eventualy led to Saddam Hussein's
reign of terror.

An interesting observation was made
recently about Iraq's democratic period. A
Dec. 20 articlein London’s Financial Times,
titled “Man with aMission,” profiled Ahmed
Chalabi, Irag’'s most prominent face at this
time. Heisthe spokesman for the Irag;
National Council on which he sits. After
45 yearsin exilefollowing the 1958 coup,
heisnow back in Irag.

“Tamara Daghistani, aclosefriend,” was
asked “what she thinks has kept Chalabi
committed to Irag for al those years of exile
and she says her generation yearnsto recap-
ture agolden agefor Iraginthe more liberal
and tolerant 1940s and 1950s”

Chalabi himself spent those exileyearsin
both Britain and the United States. His obser-
vationson Americaare interesting. In the
same article he sates: “It'seasy tobean
American. . . it'sawecoming placeand
people are generaly straightforward and
open. | saw the good sides of being free, and
| saw theidiotic sides. You can make stupid
decisionshut . . . it'sbetter than anything else
... Therearewinnersand losers. But the
losersdon't get killed and thewinnersdon't
own everything” (emphasis added).

Here we begin to see why some countries
cannot progper. In many countries political
opponents are arrested, tortured and shot,
often along with their wives and children,
thereby removing al possible future opposi-
tion. Their property isthen seized. Even
when this doesn’t happen, leaderswill often
take everything for themselves.

InAfrica, elected officials often divert
national fundsto their own (foreign) bank



accounts. They may aso rig the next election,
thereby making it impossible for them to be
removed from office through peaceful means.
Remova by violence can only be done by
the military, with resultant years of military
dictatorship.

Divided interests, divided nations
It'snot just Africaand the Middle East

as so many do, partly because he needed sup-
port). It will beasad irony if the new elected
government of Irag ultimately becomesan
Iranian-style theocracy, America sworst
nightmare come true.

The Kurds are another complicating factor.
Each of these three main groups wantsto
control the country and its il wedlth. Yet
none of them have the same cultural ideals

Each of these three groups—the Sunnis, the Shia and the
Kurds—wants to control the country and its oil wealth.

Yet none of them have the cultural ideals that have
helped preserve democracy in the Anglo-Saxon world.

that have these problems. Recent develop-
mentsin Russia show that the country’s pres-
ident, Vladimir Putin, is becoming more dic-
tatorial. Recently he ordered the arrest of the
country’srichest businesstycoon, an arrest
that caused an immediate 10 percent plunge
of the country’s stock exchange amid fears
the government would seize more people
and property.

Thechalengefor codition forcesin Irag
isthis: After imposing ademocratic system
onthenation, will it hold?

Thefailure of most new nationsliesin
the redlity that they cannot successfully tran-
sition peacefully from one administration
to another.

Some cultures seem to need a strong man
to maintain order. Thisis problematicin
many ways. Naturally, asin Russia, thisleads
to amore dictatoria form of government.
But in most countriesit will also lead to tribal
or religious conflict.

A strong man inAfrica, for example, must
comefrom onetribe, which dienatesdl the
other tribes. Triba custom demandsthat he
grant favorsto hisown tribe over others. This
then leads to resentment, which in turn leads
to rebellion. Onethird of al the countriesin
Africaright now are embroiledin civil wars,
disputesthat often havether originsinthe
tribal divisionswithin each nation. Add cor-
ruption to this, and it'sarecipe for disaster.

Iragwill likely be no exception. It has
three dominant groupsin the country, the
magjority Shiaor Shiite Mudims, the Sunni
Mudlimsand the Kurds, an ethnically differ-
ent people. Saddam was a Sunni Mudlim
who persecuted the magjority Shias.

Under asystem of “one man, onevote,”
the Shiaswill inevitably dominate the next
government and a Shialikely will be presi-
dent. This could lead to atheocratic govern-
ment asin neighboring Iran. Saddam Hus-
sein, in contrast, was antireligious most of
the time (finding religion towards the end,

that have helped preserve democracy inthe
Anglo-Saxon world.

Will democracy lead to chaos?

It appearslikely that the presence of coali-
tion forceswill guarantee a constitutional
government for awhile—asdid Britain'sear-
lier presencein Irag and inits colonies. For
aslong asaBritish governor was present,
parliamentary government worked. But as
so0n asthat governor was gone, along with
British troops, democracy was threatened.

Thereason for thisisinherent cultural
differences. For democracy to succeed,
effective checks and balances must exist.
Theremust also be afree pressand an inde-
pendent judiciary—for if the government
controlsthe courts, then political opponents
can beimprisoned smply for disagreeing.
Inthe British and American systems, asthe
Zambian president pointed out, these things
evolved over centuries.

Often overlooked today isthe influence
of the Biblein the gradual emergence of
the Anglo-American democratic model
(although Western democracy is not neces-
sarily the biblica ideal). The publication of
the King JamesVersion of the Bible four cen-
turies ago revolutionized political thinking.

Prior to the Protestant Reformation, the
established Roman Church taught that people
could only go to God through a priest—who
was a0 the only one authorized to read the
Scriptures. Once people could read their
Biblesthemselves, they learned that they
should “work out [their] own salvetion with
fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).

Thiswas arevolutionary concept with
unexpected political consequences. Inless
than a century after the publication of the
King James Bible, England’s politics went
through major turmoail, including acivil war,
the execution of aking, aperiod of dictator-
ship and abloodless revolution. But amore
democratic system wasthe end result.

The foundation for right governing

A right knowledge and understanding of
the Word of God should be required for all
leaders. Notice God's requirement for lead-
ersas spelled out in HisWord: “When you
come to the land which the Lorb your God
isgivingyou, . . . and say, ‘| will set aking
over melikeall the nationsthat are around
me, ... heshdl writefor himsdlf acopy
of thislaw inabook . . . and it shall bewith
him, and he shall read it all the days of his
life, that he may learn to fear the Lorp his
God and be careful to observe al the words
of thislaw and these statutes’ (Deuteronomy
17:14-19).

Israel’sKing Solomon asked God for wis-
dom and discernment when he ascended the
throne. “ You have made Your servant king
..., butl amalittle child; | do not know how
togo out or comein. . . Therefore giveto
Your servant an understanding heart to judge
Your people, that | may discern between
good and evil. For whoisableto judgethis
great people of Yours?’ (1 Kings 3:7-9).

Jesus Christ, soon to return astheworld's
first perfect leader, taught a different
approach to governance: “You know that the
rulers of the Gentileslord it over them, and
those who are great exercise authority over
them. Yet it shdl not be so among you; but
whoever desiresto become grest among you,
let him be your servant. And whoever desires
to befirst among you, let him be your
dave—just asthe Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give Hislife
aransom for many” (Matthew 20:25-28).

Self-seeking, tyrannical, despotic and
authoritarian rule, with its consistent pro-
clivity for abusing people, iswrong. Leaders
should rather emulate Christ’s example of
sarvice, serving people rather than abusing
them and serving themselves. Thisisthe
kind of leadership the world will experience
under Christ’sloving reignin theworld
tomorrow. GN

Recommended Reading

How will the world of tomorrow
differ from the world of today?
How will the world be transformed
under the righteous rule of Jesus
Christ? Why did He promise to
return, and what will happen |

when He does? In the answers to
these question lies a tremendous
hope for humankind, the good
news that Jesus Christ proclaimed.
To discover those answers, request your free copy of the
booklet The Gospel of the Kingcdom.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or request
or download this booklet from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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World News and Trends

An Overview of Conditions Around the World
by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

British armed forces in serious straits

ritain’s armed forces are facing an unprecedented

financial crisis, with the prospect of across-the-
board cuts that could threaten future military opera-
tions.” This was the assessment of The Guardian (Oct.
28, 2003). A further report by The Sunday Telegraph
revealed that “the Army’s armoured regiments had
been left crippled by the Iragi war with only half
its battle tanks capable of operational service” (Nov.
30, 2003).

Soon afterwards, in mid-December, the British gov-
ernment, seeking to solve these knotty problems, pub-
lished a strategic white paper. The government’s aim
is to restructure the military with one third of British

Britain’s solution: an
EU defense force?

n an underreported but very important declara-
tion, journalist Stephen Castle, filing his report
from Brussels, succinctly stated: " Britain, France and
Germany finally overcame U.S. objections last night
and struck a deal on European Union Defence, end-

the next generation, costing tens of billions of pounds.

"The National Audit Office revealed last month that
Challenger Il tanks to be mothballed along with the  the higgest projects are over £3 hillion over budget.
jettisoning of certain types of aircraft. Royal Navy Some of these contracts are for systems as relevant
equipment also faced curtailment. - . = 7 as a fleet of dreadnoughts
But according to noted author/edi- [= | [battleships]. Foremost is the
tor Max Hastings, the main troubles do || | Eurofighter . . . This aircraft is
not revolve around Iraq or some noto- ¢ a cold war interceptor for
rious equipment distribution problems which no conceivable ratio-
during the Iragi campaign and its after- nale any longer exists” (The
math. He recently wrote: “The real e N Spectator, Feb. 7, emphasis
issues—which amount to a major scandal—concern added). (Sources: The Independent, The Guardian,
the continuing funding of the armed forces, amid a  The Sunday Telegraph, Daily Mail, The Spectator
grievous current spending gap which the treasury has  [all London].)
no intention of filling; and weapons programmes for

United States pulling
troops and tanks
out of Germany

Are these developments intended to be the long-
term solution for the decline in British armed
forces—to integrate the U.K. army into Europe? If
so, the perils that may be ahead could pale even the
sufferings of World War Il into insignificance. To

understand more fully, please request our free book-
let Are We Living in the Time of the End? (Sources:
The Independent, The Times [both London],
EUObserver.com.)

he American military is planning a major restruc-
turing to better meet 2 1st-century terrorist threats
with flexible rapid reaction units. Included in the imple-

ing months of wrangling over whether Europe’s

mentation of this major reassessment, “the United
States plans to withdraw its heavy armoured forma-

new military co-operation will rival NATO. Under
the agreement, the EU will be able to have an
autonomous military planning capability, but it]
will not become a standing headquarters” (The
Independent, Dec. 2, 2003).

Veteran Times columnist Peter Riddell titled his
similar piece: “Let's take a risk and let Brussels play
with our soldiers.” He began the text of his article:
“The European Defence Plan is good news for
Europe, the United States and for NATO” (Dec. 4,
2003). But is it really? Not if you truly understand
how biblical prophecy will ultimately unfold in
Central Europe.

EUQbserver.com both paraphrased and quoted
the EU's military chief Gustav Hagglund, speaking
Jan. 18 at a defense conference in Sweden. In urg-
ing Europe to carry its defense burden separately
from America, he specifically said: “My prediction is
that this will happen within the next ten years.”

America and Canada:
A potential division?

n terms of dress, conversation, books, TV programs and movies, foreigners
would be hard pressed to tell Americans and Canadians apart.And yet on cer-
tain issues like gay marriage, drug use and abuse and even church attendance,
according to an International Herald Tribunefeature article, “a chasm has opened
up on social issues that go to the heart of fundamental values” (Dec. 3, 2003).
Many Canadians are apparently adopting the more liberalized European
approach to many current societal problems. Two Canadian provinces have
given approval to gay marriage, and the central government in Ottawa is

12 The Good News

German and British Eurofighters in
the skies over England.

tions [tanks] from Germany next year [2005], in the
largest reshaping of the European military landscape
since the end of the Cold War” (The Daily Telegraph,
Jan. 10).

EUObserver.com adds: “The U.S. is preparing to
cut the number of troops stationed in Europe [the
vast majority in Germany] by up to a third.” American
military specialists are scouting sites in Poland, Bul-
garia and Romania as potential locations for new
land, sea and air bases—which are greatly opposed
by Russia.

This American move would leave Britain alone as
a foreign power with heavy armor in Germany. And,
of course, the United Kingdom still has 23,000 troops
in the Fatherland. It might be asked what good will
British forces and armament do if eventually inte-
grated into a European Union Army? (Sources: The
Daily Telegraph [London], International Herald
Tribune, EUObserver.com.)

moving in the direction of legalizing marijuana use.

Despite incidents like Canadian refusal to send combat troops to Irag, political
differences between the two countries tend to fade with the passing of adminis-
trations inWashington D.C. and Ottawa, but cultural divergence can easily become
much more entrenched.

The Tribune article added that “weekly church attendance among Canadians
has plummeted since the 1950s while American church attendance has remained
virtually constant.” Whether these divisive trends will become a permanent fixture
or are merely a temporary blip on the graph bears watching.

What many Americans and Canadians do not understand is their common her-
itage and future legacy. To understand more, please write for our free booklet The
United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy. (Source: International Herald Tribune.)

photos: British Ministry of Defence (top), Eurofighter GmbH
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Islam versus
American democracy:
The bigger picture

Bernard Lewis, a Princeton University historian
who has written more than 20 books on Islam
and the Middle East, has a blueprint for America’s war
against terrorism: confront, defeat and transform. The
plan for America and the West is to confront, not
retreat from Islamic threats, defeat such threatening
forces and transform such societies into fledgling
democracies.

InWestern societies, it is generally accepted that an
adversary respects a nation out of fear, if for no other

Hitler is dead;
Hitlerism isn’'t

Imost six decades after Hitler's death by sui-
cide in a Berlin bunker, the seeds of Hitlerism
continue to grow around the world. Why? How?
Omer Bartov, professor of history at Brown Uni-
versity wrote an incisive, soul-searching article on
Adolf Hitler entitled “He MeantWhat He Said” (The
New Republic, Feb. 2, p. 25). His analysis is fueled
by a major postscript to Hitler's Mein Kampf, writ-
tenin 1928, Hitler's Second Book: The Unpublished
Sequel to Mein Kampf(published by Enigma Books,
October 2003).

“Hitler taught humanity an impor-
tant lesson. It is that when you see
a Nazi, a fascist, a bigot, or an anti-
Semite, say what you see . . . The
absence of clarity is the beginning
of complicity.”

Dr. Bartov addresses the importance of using
hindsight to improve modern foresight: Adolf Hitler
said what he meant and meant what he said.

Around the world there exist many groups who
teach and preach their hatred of the Jews, as well
as those who harbor such groups. Bartov warns in
his New Republicarticle that when fanatics say what
they mean, they also mean what they say.

“They belong to the right and the left, to the reli-
gious and the secular, to the West and the East, to
the rabble and the leaders, to terrorists and intellec-
tuals, students and peasants, pacifists and militants,

V

Corbis Digital Stock

reason. Such was the case in the Cold War between
the Soviets and America. The Soviets not only con-
tained their aggressive designs of world conquest
through destabilization because of America’s intrac-
table stand (led by former U.S. President Ronald Rea-
gan), but they became demoralized and irretrievably

“We have time, we can wait. We got
rid of the Crusaders. We got rid of the
Turks. We'll get rid of the Jews.”

weakened to the point of collapse. Seventy-two years
of posturing as unconquerable bullies collapsed
almost overnight.

In stark contrast, Arabic Islamic societies appear

expansionists and anti-globalization activists. The
diplomacy advocated by Hitler is no longer relevant,
but his reason for it, his legitimization of his ‘world-
view,' is alive and kicking, and it may still kick us.”

Hitler is dead, but Hitlerism is not. Some liberals,
politicians and intellectuals promote the notion that
if the state of Israel were removed, that would also
remove anti-Semitism. Don't believe it. The language
of the fanatics tells us the opposite: They believe that
the Jews are everywhere so they must be uprooted
everywhere.

Bartov's condlusion is instructive: “Hitler taught
humanity an important lesson. It is that when you
see a Nazi, a fascist, a bigot, or an anti-Semite, say
what you see. If a self-proclaimed liberation organi-

zation calls for the extermination of the Jewish state,
do not pretend that it is calling for anything else. The
absence of clarity is the beginning of complicity.”
The Bible has much to say about the Jewish
people—that they would be a byword, that they
would battle for their lives throughout history and
that they would be leaders in the world to come. To
learn more, request your free copy of The Middle
East in Bible Prophecy. (Source: The New Republic.)

Read World News andiirends Every'bay

With so much happening so quickly in today’s world, how can you keep up? The Good News staff revie
news sources every day to bring you what's truly important. Visit Current World News & Trends at
worldnews to find links to the most important news stories from across the globe.

Also, to get a biblical perspective on major events, visit www.ucg.org/commentary for a
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to neither fear nor respect the West, and America
in particular. To them, whether real or perceived,
America is the infidel, deserving extinction from the
face of the earth. Some Arabs—like the Wahabis in
particular—are obsessed with the destruction of the
West and America.

Bernard Lewis recounted chatting with some
Arab friends in Amman, Jordan, when one of them
unthinkingly trotted out a familiar argument com-
mon to that corner of the world. “We have time, we
can wait. We got rid of the Crusaders. We got rid of
the Turks. We'll get rid of the Jews.”

Lewis wasn't impressed and decided to clarify his
Avrabic friend's misunderstanding: “Excuse me, but
you've got your history wrong. The Turks got rid of the
Crusaders. The British got rid of the Turks. The Jews got
rid of the British. | wonder who is coming here next”
(The Wall Street Journal, Feb. 3). Mr. Lewis" point indi-
cated that most Islamic countries fail to modernize
their societies, which of itself beckons outsiders—most
recently the United States and the coalition forces—
to intervene. (Source: The Wall Street Journal.)

Saudi oil and future
geopolitics

Presently Saudi Arabia is home to the largest oil
reserves in the world. Yet Matt Simmons, an
energy expert from Houston, Texas (who rightly pre-
dicted North America’s dwindling natural-gas supplies
in the late 1990s), questions whether the Saudis will
be able to maintain their role as the global market's
greatest oil producer. Simmons thinks that Saudi
Avrabia’s current oil production is fragile at best.

Mr. Simmons bases his concerns on a review of
more than 200 analytical papers written by engineers
of Aramco, the Saudi state-owned oil company. Mr.
Simmons discovered that some of the country’s
largest oil fields are declining much faster than the
world might believe.

Mr. Simmons admits that it's impossible to prove
whether it will be a major problem in the future, but
he cautioned that it would be catastrophic if the
Saudis’ oil production declined unexpectedly.

Since World War Il, a number of national powers
have become dependent on Middle East oil. To be
sure, there are other oil reserves throughout the
world, but none compare to the rich fields of Saudi
Arabia—with Kuwait and Iraq close behind. If the
Saudi oil reserves begin to run out, look for even more
turmoil in the ever-troubled Middle East. To learn
more about the history and future of this region,
request your free copy of The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy. (Source: The Washington Post).

on the trends shaping our world—and what they mean for you.
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/ pproximately 180 million men, Women'b’ﬁMIdren were slaughtered in 20th-century wars.

The Horsemen of Revelation

W

A

. The new millennium has continued the trend, with the addition of mass-murder terrorism. What

by Darris McNeely

n the mid-1980s, at the height of the

Cold Wer and nuclear armsrace, Presi-

dent Ronald Reagan once openly pon-

dered the potential for an age-ending
world war in our time.

“. .. | turn back to [the] ancient prophets
in the Old Testament and the signsfore-
telling Armageddon,” he mused, “and | find
myself wondering if—if we'rethe genera-

tion that's going to see that

comeabott . . .

14 The Good News &

There have been timesin the past when we
thought the world was coming to an end, but
never anything likethis.”

Thosewho lived through World War | felt
thesameway. They cdled it “the Great War”
and “thewar toend al wars”” If only that were
true, and warfare had ended amost a century
ago! Morethan 150 million people wouldn't
have had their lives snuffed out prematurely
by bullets and bombs, stones and spearsinthe
decades since. But it wasnot to be.

A coming war to end all wars

Thewar to end al warsis coming, but it
will follow atime of global conflict and tur-
moil unlike anything ever seen (Matthew
24:21). That age-ending period will be so

bloody, so dangerous and deadly, that
Jesus Christ warned usthat “if that
time of troubles were not cut short, no

& living thing could survive, but for the

sake of God's cho-
senitwill
be cut

short” (verse 22, Revised English Bible,
emphasis added throughout).

Inthelast issue we saw that thefirst of the
four horsemen of Revelation 6 representsa
massive Satan-inspired religious deception.
Theride of the second of the four horsemen
unleashes the maignant forces of evil and
removes the last vestiges of peace from the
earth. However, Jesus Christ cuts short this
horseman’sride, preventing human extinc-
tion, with His appearance and the establish-
ment of Hisworld-ruling Kingdom.

Notice what the apostle John saw with
the bresking of the second sedl: “When He
opened the second sedl, | heard the second
living creature saying, ‘ Come and see!
Another horsg, fiery red, went out. And it
was granted to the one who sat on it to take
peace fromthe earth, and that people should
kill one another; and therewas givento him
agreat sword” (Revelation 6:3-4).

Thisvision corresponds with Christ's
prophecy of the end time recorded in Mat-
thew 24: “And you will hear of warsand
rumors of wars. See that you are not trou-
bled; for al these things must cometo
pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will
rise againgt nation, and kingdom against
kingdom” (verses6-7).

Therecord of history shows a pattern
of the red horse of war often following the
white horse of falsereligion. An example
isthe Thirty YearsWar in Europe during the
mid-17th century. Following the Protestant
Reformation, the resultant shift in power
among European states|ed to 30 years
of carnage from 1618 to 1648.

Religion, the newly emerged Protestant
versus Roman Catholic theology, was the
ideology that fueled the winds of war. It led
to strange dliances. Catholic France aligned
with Protestant Holland to offset the power-
ful Catholic Hapsburg dynasty. Thisresulted




asrestored in 1648 with the
Treaty of Westphalia, 8 million people
had lost their lives—a staggering toll,
especidly at that time.

\What can we expect to see asthisred
horse of war rides across the landscape
inthelast days, unleashing thefury of
nations on the world?

A look at the history of war will give
usaclue. Let'sfirst look at what the Bible
reveal s about the roots of war.

The beginning of war

Those who understand man’s nature
know heison acourse toward destruction
—and has been since the beginning.

In Genesis4 we read of the first human
“war,” the conflict between Cain and Abdl,
the sons of thefirst human beings, Adam
and Eve. When God refused to accept the
offering of Cain, reading hissinful heart,
Cain’'s self-interest was threatened. He did
not control his anger and aggression and
subsequently “rose up against Abel his
brother and killed him” (Genesis 4:8).

Expelled from the family environs,
Cain went to theland of Nod on the east
of Eden (verse 16). Some biblical scholars
say he built on the ancient site of Jericho.

God's purpose and plan. Thisis made
clearer in the story of the Tower of
Babel in chapter 11. The cities associated
with Nimrod war back and forth for
centuries. Babylon becomes acity, then
anempire.

Eventually it becomesthe symbol of
the system that opposes God, His people
and His plan throughout the Bible story.
Itisthat city, described in Revelation
17:.5asa“MYSTERY ... THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF
THE EARTH,” which in the time of the end
providesthe cultural and religiousinspi-
ration to a political-religious empire
called “the beast.”

Theroots of thisend-time system
reach back to
the pattern
started by Nim-
rod at Babel,
thus bridging
the intervening
centuries. This
system will
form the back-
drop for the
final conflict of
the age brought
on by thered
horse of war.

The war to end all wars is coming, it will follow a
time of global conflict and turmoil unlike anything
ever seen. It will be so bloody, so dangerous and
deadly, that Jesus Christ warned that “if that time. ..
were not cut short, no living thing could survive. . ."”

Regardless of the accuracy of those
speculations, excavations at the earliest lev-
elsof thissite, one of the oldest inhabited
settlements on earth, reveal afortress city
with walls 12 feet high and 6 % feet thick.

Theremains of alarge tower, 30 feet
across at the base and 30 feet high, tell
astory of peopleliving in afortresscity,
protecting what they had—probably
food—from those who would take it by
force. Clearly Jericho wasasite of conflict
long before Joshuaand the | sraglites
encircleditswalls.

In Genesis 10, God provides anarrative
of the sons of Noah and the cities that
grew from their dynasties. One descen-
dant, Nimrod, and the city he built, Babel,
areinserted into the story.

Nimrod was “amighty hunter before
the LorD” (verse 9). The“before” here
denotes“in the face of” or “againgt,”
indicating an adversaria relationship with

No war has brought peace. Warswaged
in the name of religion have not achieved
religious harmony. No war waged for
nationd interest has brought lasting secu-
rity for any city, state or empire. The peace
sought by manisal too often a peacethat
only suits nationdistic interests and lays
the groundwork for subsequent conflict.

The terrifying nuclear genie

Asaresult of the breakup of the Soviet
empirein the early 1990s, its nuclear
stockpiles and those of the United States
have been dramatically reduced. How-
ever, the nuclear genie has not been put
back into its bottle. Through various
means some of that nuclear technology
and know-how has migrated to other
nations or been independently devel oped.

Today longtime enemies Indiaand
Paki stan possess nuclear weapons, and
athough currently talking again, twicein

Illustration by Sherwin Schwartzrock/Jonathan Koelsch, photo by PhotoSpin

March/April 2004 15



GOOD NEWS FEATURE ¢ The Second Horseman

recent yearsthey have rattled their sabers
to threaten aholocaust on the South Asian
subcontinent.

Last year North Korea, in violation of
signed agreements, announced it had devel -
oped severa nuclear warheads and stated
itsintention to produce more in short order.
U.S. intelligence sources acknowledged the
North Koreans claim wascredible. Therene-
gade country aso has an aggressive missile
program, steadily increasing their rangeto the
point that last February CIA director George
Tenet admitted Korean ICBMswere now
capable of hitting the western United States.

U.S. analystsalso fear that cash-starved
North Korea, which marketsits Scud-class
missiles throughout the Arab sphere, may
up the ante by adding nuclear warheadsto
the weaponry it offersfor sale around the
world—possibly making them available
to terrorist groups for theright price.

Libya, whose leader Muammar Gadhdfi in
December renounced effortsto develop and
deploy weapons of mass destruction, was
quickly found to have anuclear program
“much further advanced” than Western intel-
ligence agencies had believed—onethat had
existed secretly for more than a decade.

Iran, identified by President George W.
Bush as part of the “axisof evil” (along with
Iraq and North Korea), has come under sus-
picion of using its Russian-built nuclear
reactor—supposedly built for peaceful
power-generation purposes—as a cover
for asecret nuclear weapons program.

Those suspicions were heightened last
year when International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) inspectors found traces of
enriched uranium—acrucial component in
devel oping nuclear weapons—on Iranian
nuclear equipment. Tehran responded that
the equipment was already contaminated
when the Iranians purchased it from athird
country and, after first refusing, finally
agreed in December to open its nuclear facil-
itiesto more stringent | AEA inspections.

Just about the time Gadhafi renounced his
pursuit of nuclear weapons, Pakistan's gov-
ernment denied that it had helped spread
its nuclear technology to countries such
asLibya, Iran and North Korea—but | ater
confessed that Pakistani scientists had done
S0 on thelr own.

Taken together, these many troubling
devel opments point to unstable dictatorships
and paranoid regimes scrambling to develop
or acquire nuclear and other weapons of
mass destruction so they can becomethe
biggest bully on the block.

Present world scene ready for war

Of course, such weaponswould bethe

16 The Good News

ultimate tool in aterrorist arsena should
some groups get the funds or other resources
needed to acquire them.

The great fear isthat nuclear weapons, or
other weapons of mass destruction, would
fall into the hands of terrorist groups such
as al-Qaeda and be used against Western
nations. The end of the Cold War did not
bring us any closer to the end of possible
nuclear war. The grim reality isthat it Ssmply
shifted the power into the hands of more
players—some of whom view themselves
as having nothing to lose by unleashing such
weapons against the West.

Those who study war understand the
persistent danger. In acomprehensive look
at the subject, author Gwynne Dyer made

Including nuclear war” (War, 1985, p. xi).

One world government

This bleak prospect hasled many to con-
clude that a supranationa world government
isthe only hope for universal peace. The
medieval writer Dante Alighieri, in hiswork
De Monarchia, speaks of the inevitable con-
tentions between two governments which
require arbitration by athird power with the
authority to settle the dispute.

“Thisthird power isether the world-
government, or it isnot. So, we must arrive
at afirst and supremejudge for whom al
contentionsarejudicable. . . Therefore,
world-government is necessary for the
world” (quoted in The Great Ideas: A Syn-
topicon of Great Books of the Western\Wbrld,
Volumell, William Gorman, general editor,
“War and Peace” 1952, p. 1018).

At theend of the age, war will bring the
nationsto the point where a system will be
created with the capability, and perhaps even
the stated purpose, of bringing peaceto the
earth. Revelation 13 describesthis system ris-
ing up out of the seaand callsit “the beast.”

By aseries of apparent miracles, aworld
in crisisis persuaded to accept this system.
Nations surrender their sovereignty and the
world worshipsthis“beast,” asking, “Whois
able to make war with [the beast] 7’ (verse 4).

To enforce thistype of “peace” thissys-
tem has authority “over every tribe, tongue
and nation”—aworldwide power (verse 7).
But in enforcing itsruleit makes war on the
true servants of God, who recognize the true

One unmistakable message of the book of Revelation
is God’s control of seemingly uncontrollable events.
The only hope of human survival is the reality of
Christ’s intervention to prevent the total destruction
of the earth and its inhabitants.

this chilling, sober and almost hopeless
observation: “To begin quite closeto the
end: we may inhabit the Indian summer of
human history, with nothing to look forward
to but the ‘ nuclear winter’ that closesthe
account. Thewar for which the great powers
hold themselves in readiness every day

may come, as hundreds of others have

in the past.

“The megatonswill fall, the dust will rise,
the sun’slight will fail, and the race may per-
ish. Nothing isinevitable until it has actually
happened, but the final war is undeniably
apossihility, and thereis one statistical cer-
tainty. Any event that has a definite probabil -
ity, however small, that does not decrease
with timewill eventually occur—next year,
next decade, next century, but it will come.

nature of this power and system as satanic.

Revelation 17 describes this “ beast”
receiving power from 10 “kings’—Ileaders
of nations or groups of nationsallied
together to support this system and its human
leader. And apparently it will bring atempo-
rary peace to theworld (compare 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:1-3). Yet the“ peace’ that is brought
ultimately leadsto war against God. This
system and itsleader will make war with
the Lamb (Jesus Christ) but in the end will
be overcome by Him.

Throughout the ages man has sought
to organize auniversal government. What
began thousands of years ago at Babylon as
an attempt to reach to the heavens and defy
God will be resurrected in an age-ending
attempt to unify the nationsinto a global

lllustration by Sherwin Schwartzrock/Jonathan Koelsch, photo by PhotoSpin



In Our Next Issue

What is the meaning of the third horse-
man—the black horse and its rider? Don't
miss part three of this eye-opening series in

the next issue!

political and economic system.
Theintended goal of this system will be
to bring order, peace and prosperity among
the warring factions of humanity. But once
“peace” isattained, the attractive mask will

shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22).
Thisfinal time of war will ultimately rest in
the hands of God. Remember that Revelation
5 showsusthat it isthe Lamb, Jesus Christ,
who unlocksthe sedls. Chrigt isin charge of
history, and Hewill bring thistrid to aconclu-
sonthat will at long last result in peace for
all peoples. But genuine peace will not come
without aterrible cost in human suffering.
Thefinal war of thisagewill serveto
humble mankind to the point that people
finally will obey God and become willing

The final war of this age will serve to humble mankind
to the point that people finally will obey God and
become willing to live the way that will produce peace.

be removed to reveal a hideous beast of a
system that will tear and destroy any opposi-
tion toitsrule and authority. The desire of
the ages—peace—will prove elusive one
moretime, when l€ft in the hands of man.

The stage will be set for the climactic
battle at the end.

Christ’s intervention to save humanity

Peace, when |eft to human beings, haslit-
tle chance of permanence. Therise of this
end-time Babylonian system will be amajor
factor in atime of world calamity unlike any
experienced in history. The prophet Daniel
was told that this period will be“atime of
distress such as has not happened from the
beginning of nations until then” (Daniel
12:1, New Internationa Version).

Christ spoke of thistime aswell: “ For
then there will be great tribulation, such
as has not been since the beginning of the
world until thistime, no, nor ever shall be.
And unlessthose days were shortened, no
fleshwould be saved . . " He offered the
light at the end of the tunnel when He added,
“but for the elect’s sake those days will be

)

to live the way that will produce peace.

Look at the description of thistime of
world conflict. It beginsin Revelation 8 with
the opening of the seventh seal, containing
seven trumpet plagues of unimaginable
destruction to come on the earth.

The next chapter describes what happens
when the sixth trumpet sounds: “ Then the

sixth angel sounded: And | heard avoice
from the four horns of the golden atar which
isbefore God, saying to the sixth angel who
had the trumpet, ‘ Release the four angels
who are bound at the great river Euphrates!
So the four angels, who had been prepared
for the hour and day and month and year,
werereleased to kill a third of mankind. Now
the number of the army of the horsemen was
two hundred million” (Revelation 9:13-16).

This200-million-person army isfearsome
to contemplate. Verse 18 tellsusthat athird
of mankind—more than 2 billion livesa our
planet’s current population level—will be
snuffed out in this age-ending wave of warfare.

One unmistakable message of the book
of Revelation is God's control of seemingly
uncontrollable events. The only hope of
human survival istheredlity of Christ’sinter-
vention to prevent the total destruction of the
earth and itsinhabitants.

Asthiscrisisat the close of man'sage
reachesits crescendo, the heavenswill open
and Christ will appear on awhite horse.
Here, in God's message of hope, appearsa
fifth horseman whose ride will be decisive
andfinal. Revelation 19:11 saysHeis“called
Faithful and True, and in righteousness He
judges and makes war.”

Christ will wage thisbattlein righteousness
because He done holds the keysto death and
the grave (Revelation 1:18). No other person
waging battle or war in history, no matter
how “just” the cause may seem, can make
thisclam. God'sjudgment on the nations has
been building over the millenniaand will be
executed at precisaly the right time.

Chrigt’svictory in this ultimate battle will
result in the establishment of the Kingdom of
God. Finally the world will seelasting peace.

But before this takes place two other
horsemen must ride. In our next installment
we'll look at theride of the third horse,
famine. G
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Good Friday-Easter Sunday:
It Didn’t Happen That Way!

Do you remember when you learned that Santa Claus wasn't real? Guess what? Good Friday
and a Sunday resurrection aren’t either. Discover the real story from the pages of the Bible itself!

by Bruce Gore

t the beginning of thefirst cen-

tury, hope for aMessiah burned

in the hearts of many Jews.

Propheciesin Deuteronomy,
the Psalms and the writings of the Prophets
all had proclaimed the coming of this
promised Deliverer.

Divergent views about what the Messiah
would be and do were common. Some
thought he would be agreat prophet, others
another Elijah. Many expected Himto be
awarrior king like David who would over-
throw their Roman overlords and reestablish
theglory of Isragl. Basing their belief on
prophecies from the book of Daniel, many
were convinced the time was near.

was a popular topic of conversation. But
most of thereligious leadersviewed Him
asathreat to their position. Oneday a
group of them tossed a challenge out to
Him: “Teacher, we want to see asign from
You” (Matthew 12:38).

Were they asking for proof of Hisdivinity,
or were they just asking for more miracles
to titillate their senses? The godly are more
impressed by truth than by signs.

“But He answered and said to them, ‘An
evil and adulterous generation seeks after
asign, and no sign will be givento it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah
was three days and three nightsin the belly
of the great fish, so will the Son of Man

The One we worship as the Christ and Son of God said
that the only outward visible sign of His genuineness
as the Messiah was that as Jonah was three days and
three nights inside the fish, He would be entombed
for three days and three nights in the earth.

It was during thistime of great expecta-
tion that larger and larger crowds began
gathering to hear ayoung preacher cry out
to his countrymen to repent and return to
God. His message was so powerful that it
prompted someto wonder if he werethe
Oneto come. They asked, “Who are you?’
He answered that he was not the Christ
(“Chrigt” isthe Greek trandation of the
Hebrew word Messiah), but was sent to
prepare the way for Him (John 1:19-23).

The brief minigtry of John the Baptist
pointed to one who was born of humble ori-
gins, one caled Jesus. Jesus ministry was
supported by signsand wonders. Hisdivinity
was accepted by some and regjected by others.
Some came only to eat (John 6:26-27), others
to be entertained by the healings and other
miracles. None had seen such miracles nor

heard one spesk asthisteacher from Nazareth.

Sign of the true Messiah
Speculation asto thereal identity of Jesus
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be three days and three nightsin the heart
of theearth’” (Matthew 12:39-40).

How many who professto follow Christ
today have really thought about what these
two verses say? Have you? Why wasthis
one sign so important?

The One we worship asthe Chrigt, the
Savior, and Son of God said that the only
outward visible sign of His genuineness
asthe Messiah was that as Jonah was three
days and three nightsinside the fish, He
would be entombed for three days and three
nightsin the earth.

It was Jesus way of saying that he would
die, yet remain dead for only a short time—
and these two facts together would prove
that Heisthe true Messiah. And, asapart of
the only sign that He gave to prove Hisiden-
tity asthe Christ, He precisely specified the
length of time He would remain dead.

Three days and three nights comprise a
total of 72 hours. Yet today it isamost uni-
versaly believed that Jesus died and was

buried on late Friday afternoon and was
resurrected early Sunday morning. If that
belief isredlly true, then, based on Hisown
words, the only sign of His Messiahship has
utterly failed—for there are not three days
and three nights between Friday afternoon
and Sunday morning, but only one day and
two nights!

Prophecies of time in the tomb

Over and over, Christ had told His disci-
plesof Hisupcoming burial and resurrec-
tion. “From that time Jesus began to show to
Hisdisciplesthat He must go to Jerusalem,
and suffer many things from the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and bekilled, and
beraised thethird day” (Matthew 16:21,
emphasis added throughout).

“. .. Jesus said to them, ‘ The Son of
Man is about to be betrayed into the hands
of men, and they will kill Him, and the
third day He will beraised up’” (Matthew
17:22-23).

“And He began to teach them that the Son
of Man must suffer many things, and be
rejected by the elders and chief priestsand
scribes, and be killed, and after three days
riseagain” (Mark 8:31).

Mark records Christ stating here that His
resurrection would occur after or at the end
of three days—not after one day, or one and
ahalf days, or two days, but after three days.
So Jesus must have been resurrected just
asthe third day was ending, three days and
three nights after He was placed in the tomb.

Thisisthe only way Jesus' statements
can be consistent. And consistent they are.
When some of Hisfollowers cameto the
tomb looking for Him early Sunday morn-
ing, the angels told them He wasn't there;
He was dready risen as He said (Matthew
28:6; Luke 24:5-7).

Interestingly, when Peter was teaching
thefirst gentiles called into the Church, he
taught them that Jesus was the Christ (the
Messiah), that He was put to death and was
raised out of the grave “the third day.”

“That word you know, which was pro-



claimed throughout all Judea. . . : how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power, who went about
doing good and hedling all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with
Him. And we are witnesses of all things
which He did both in the land of the Jews
and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by
hanging on atree. Him God raised up

on the third day, and showed Him openly”
(Acts 10:37-40).

Why was it necessary that Peter add “the
third day” ? Peter was confirming that Christ
indeed had fulfilled the sign of Jonah! Years
later, the apostle Paul affirmed not only the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, but aso that
it was on thethird day:

“For | delivered to you first of all that
which | also received: that Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures, and
that He was buried, and that He rose again
the third day according to the Scriptures,
and that He was seen by Cephas [ Peter],
then by the twelve [apostles]” (1 Corinthians
15:3-5).

Does “threedays’ or “thethird day” mean
parts of three days—Friday night, al day
Saturday and Saturday night, and Sunday
morning?

The Companion Bible answers. “The fact
that ‘three days' is used by Hebrew idiom
for any part of three daysand three nightsis
not disputed; because that was the common
way of reckoning, just asit waswhen used
of years. . . But, when the number of

and Sunday morning, we have a serious
timing problem. The traditional view of a
“Good Friday” burial and an “Easter Sun-
day” resurrection cannot be reconciled with
Jesus Christ’s own statements about how
long He would be in the tomb. They cannot
both beright.

“The preparation day”

Why do most churches assume and teach
that Christ died and was buried on Good Fri-
day? Tradition, for one thing! That'swhat
most people have aways been taught.

Also, they assumethisiswhat the Bible
teaches. The Scriptures do say that Hewas
buried on “the preparation day,” the day
before a Sabbath.

Heavy cooking and housecleaning were
done on the day before a Sabbath in prepa-
ration for it. And the weekly Sabbath falls
on Saturday, the seventh day of the week.
Also, according to Bible reckoning days
begin at sunset (Leviticus 23:32; compare
Genesis 1.5, 8, 13), so al weekly Sabbaths
start Friday evening at sunset.

Mark 15:42-46 doestell us plainly that
Jesus was entombed late in the afternoon
on the “ preparation day,” just before the
Sabbath began at sunset: “Now when
evening had come, because it wasthe
Preparation Day, that is, the day before the
Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent
council member, who was himself waiting
for the kingdom of God, coming and taking
courage, went in to Pilate and asked for the

[Joseph] bought fine linen, took Him down,
and wrapped Him in the linen. And he laid
Him in atomb which had been hewn out of
the rock, and rolled a stone against the door
of thetomb.”

Two kinds of Sabbaths—
weekly and “high day”

What few peoplerealizeisthat the Sab-
bath spoken of here was not the weekly Sab-
bath day, which begins on Friday at sunset
and lasts until Saturday sunset.

The apostle John specificaly tellsus
that the day on which Jesuswas crucified
was a special Sabbath, not the regular
weekly Sabbath. “ Therefore, becauseit
was the Preparation Day, that the bodies
should not remain on the cross on the Sab-
bath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be
broken, and that they might be taken away”
(John 19:31).

That Sabbath, we see from Scripture, was
“ahighday” In addition to the weekly Sab-
baths, God also commanded seven Holy
Days or annual Sabbaths (see Leviticus 23),
most of which could fall on different days
of theweek. A number of commentaries
and Bible helpswill tell you that John
is here referring to one of these annual
Sabbaths rather than the weekly Sabbath.

Jesus Christ, like the Passover lamb that
was killed to spare the ancient |sraglites
from the death angel, was slain on Passover
day (read John 19). The Passover is

‘nights’ is stated aswell as the number of
‘days’, then the expression ceasesto be an
idiom, and becomes aliteral statement of
fact” (1990, appendix 144).

Sinceit isimpossibleto fit three daysand
three nights between late Friday afternoon

‘The Third Day’

ater on that first day of the week after the women discovered the empty tomb,

two of the disciples were walking together and discussing the events of the past
several days when the resurrected Christ joined them. At the time they did not know
that it was Him. He asked what they were talking about and why were they so sad.

“Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called
Emmaus, which was seven miles from Jerusalem. And they talked together of al/
these things which had happened. So it was, while they conversed and reasoned,
that Jesus Himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were restrained,
so that they did not know Him.

“And He said to them, ‘What kind of conversation is this that you have with one
another as you walk and are sad?’ Then the one whose name was Cleopas
answered and said to Him, ‘Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You
not known the things which happened there in these days?’

“And He said to them, ‘What things?" So they said to Him, ‘The things con-
cerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before
God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to
be condemned to death, and crucified Him. But we were hoping that it was He
who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day

body of Jesus.

“Pilate marveled that He was al ready
dead; and summoning the centurion, he
asked him if He had been dead for some
time. So when he found out from the centu-
rion, he granted the body to Joseph. Then he

observed on the 14th day of thefirst month
of the Hebrew calendar. The next day begins
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Thefirst day
of Unleavened Bread, the 15th of Abib, isan
annual Sabbath.

“On the fourteenth day of the first month

since these things happened™ (Luke 24:13-21).

Here, the two disciples referred to Sunday as being the third day since “all these
things” happened. There were other things the Jews and Romans did after Christ
was buried. Notice what Matthew included about their actions:

“0On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and
Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, saying, ‘Sir, we remember, while He was still
alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days | will rise. ‘Therefore command that
the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night and
steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.” So the last
deception will be worse than the first." Pilate said to them, 'You have a guard; go
your way, make it as secure as you know how." So they went and made the tomb
secure, sealing the stone and setting the guard” (Matthew 27:62-66).

Christ had already been buried nearly one whole day when these things
were done.

The last things the Romans and Jewish leaders did were to seal the tomb
and place soldiers on guard around it. This was on Thursday, the day following
that Day of Preparation. Apparently the disciples were including these events in
their reference to the things that had taken place. Counting from the securing of
the tomb and the setting of the guard, Sunday would have been the ‘third day’
since “all these things” happened.
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Tuesday:

Jesus Christ ate an
evening Passover
meal with His disci-
ples (at the begin-
ning of Nisan 14,
Jewish reckoning)
and instituted the
New Covenant
symbols (Matthew
26:26-28). Jesus was
then betrayed by
Judas, arrested and
during the night
brought before the
high priest.
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Wednesday:

Jesus was crucified
and died around

3 p.m. (Matthew
27:46-50). This was
the preparation day
for the annual, not
weekly, Sabbath,
which began at
sunset (Mark 15:42;
Luke 23:54; John
19:31). Jesus' body
was placed in the
tomb just before
sunset (Matthew
27:57-60).

Thursday: Friday:

This was the The high-day Sab-
high-day Sabbath, bath now past, the
the first day of women bought and

Unleavened Bread
(John 19:31; Leviti-
cus 23:4-7). It is
described as the
day after the “Day
of Preparation”
(Matthew 27:62).

prepared spices for
anointing Jesus’
body before resting
on the weekly
Sabbath day, which
began at sunset
(Mark 16:1; Luke
23:56).

Saturday:

The women rested
on the weekly Sab-
bath, according to
the Fourth Com-
mandment (Luke
23:56; Exodus 20:8-
11). Jesus rose near
sunset, exactly three
days and three
nights after burial,
fulfilling the sign
of Jonah and
authenticating
Jesus' Messiahship.

Sunday:

The women brought
the prepared spices
early in the morning
while it was still
dark (Luke 24:1;
John 20:1). Jesus
had already risen
(Matthew 28:1-6;
Mark 16:2-6; Luke
24:2-3; John 20:1).
He did not rise on
Sunday morning,
but near sunset

the day before.

at twilight isthe Lorp’s Passover. And on
the fifteenth day of the same month isthe
Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD;
Seven days you must est unleavened bread.
On thefirst day you shall have a holy con-
vocation; you shall do no customary work
onit” (Leviticus 23:5-7).

The Jews were rushing to finish the buri-
as of the condemned men before the annual
Sabbath began at sunset. This preparation
day wasthe day beforethefirst day of
Unleavened Bread, a high day or annual
Sabbath. The“Preparation Day” referred to
in Mark 15:42 and John 19:31 was the day
before the Holy Day that began the Feast
of Unleavened Bread.

Paraskeue, the Greek word trandated
“Preparation Day,” is“ used in reference to
the day or hours spent in preparation for the

chased the necessary spices “when the Sab-
bath was past”—clearly after it was over.
But then in Luke 23, we are told that they
prepared the spices and fragrant oils and
then rested on the Sabbath, which means
they had to have acquired the spices before
that Sabbath on which they rested.

“That day was the Preparation [Day], and
the Sabbath drew near. And the women who
had come with Him from Galilee followed
after, and they observed the tomb and how
His body was laid. Then they returned and
prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they
rested on the Sabbath according to the
commandment” (Luke 23:54-56).

Sinceit was unlawful to buy, sell or work
on the Sabbath, the women had to wait until
the annual Sabbath was past before they
could purchase the spices. They did this

When Mary went to the tomb on Sunday morning,
“while it was still dark” (John 20:1), Christ's body was
not there. He wasn't resurrected at sunrise on Sunday
morning. Before sunrise His body was already gone!

Jewish Sabbath or festivals. . .” (Spiros
Zodhiates, The Complete Word Sudy Dic-
tionary: New Testament, 1993, p. 1113).

Proof of two Sabbaths in the Gospels

There were actually two Sabbaths that
week—an annual Sabbath “high day” and
aregular weekly Sabbath day. Thisis proven
by the Gospels' statements regarding Mary
Magdalene and the other women, who
planned to put more spices and ointments
on Christ’s body, having been unable to
do so because He had been so hurriedly
entombed.

InMark 16:1, we read that they pur-
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on Thursday evening or early Friday. There
was hot enough time to both buy and pre-
pare the spices plus put them on Christ’s
body. So they rested on the weekly Sabbath

after purchasing and preparing them, intend-

ing to put them on His body early Sunday
morning.

When we compare the different Gospel
accounts, the true sequence of events
becomes clear. The women purchased and
prepared the spices when the first Sabbath
(the annual high day) was past, then rested
on the following day, which was another
Sabbath—the regular weekly Sabbath
day. (To see these events spelled out

day by day, seethe chart above.)

The true chronology of events

Intheyear A.D. 31, the year Jesuswas
crucified, the Passover fell on aWednesday,
April 25, with the first day of Unleavened
Bread following on the next day, Thursday.
He died shortly after 3:00 p.m. on Passover
day, Wednesday afternoon.

“Now it was about the sixth hour [of

Does the Bible Say Jesus

Rose on the First Day?

D oesn't Mark 16:9 clearly state that Christ rose
on the first day of the week? “Now when He
rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast
seven demons.”

The meaning of this verse is determined by
where the punctuation is placed. The original Greek
had no punctuation. It was added hundreds of
years later, in the ninth century, and then entirely
based on human interpretation.

If we read this verse as it is punctuated, then it
contradicts what verses 1-8 have already stated:
Mary Magdalene had visited the tomb looking for
Jesus’ body and had left “when the sun had risen”
without seeing Him.

Human translators simply placed the comma
in the wrong place here. To agree with the context
and the other Gospel accounts, it should follow
the word “rose“—thus informing us that the first
person to see the risen Christ was Mary Magdalene.
“Now when He rose, early on the first day of the
week He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of
whom He had cast seven demons.” Later that
morning, He appeared to Mary before appearing
to anyone else.

There is not a single scripture that says that
Christ died on a Friday, nor is there one that says
He was raised from the dead on Sunday morning.



daylight, corresponding to 12 noon], and
there was darkness over | the earth until
the ninth hour. Then the sun was darkened,
and the vell of thetemple wastornin two.
And when Jesus had cried out with aloud
voice, He said, ‘ Father, into Your hands

| commit My spirit” Having said this, He
breathed Hislast” (Luke 23:44-46).

Between the ninth hour (3 p.m.) and sun-
set on Wednesday, Joseph of Arimatheaand
Nicodemus asked for permission to remove
Hisbody to wrap and put it in atomb which
was close by.

“After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being
adisciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of
the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take
away the body of Jesus; and Pilate gave
him permission. So he came and took the
body of Jesus. And Nicodemus, who at
first cameto Jesus by night, also came,
bringing amixture of myrrh and aloes,
about a hundred pounds.

“Then they took the body of Jesus, and
bound it in strips of linen with the spices,
as the custom of the Jewsisto bury. Now
in the place where He was crucified there
was agarden, and in the garden anew tomb
in which no one had yet been laid. So there
they laid Jesus, because of the Jews' Prepa-
ration Day, for the tomb was nearby” (John
19:38-42; compare Luke 23:50-55).

That Wednesday evening began the
“high day,” or annua Sabbath beginning the
Festival of Unleavened Bread. This annual
Sabbath ended Thursday evening at sunset.

The next day, Friday, thetwo Marys
went out and purchased more spicesto add
to the body of Christ and spent the rest of
the day preparing them. “Now when the
Sabbath was past, Mary Magdaene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, that they might come and anoint
Him” (Mark 16:1).
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They then rested on Saturday, the weekly
Sabbath, before getting up early Sunday
morning to go to the tomb to put the spices
on His body. “And the women who had
come with Him from Galilee followed

after, and they observed the tomb and how \

His body waslaid. Then they returned and
prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they
rested on the Sabbath according to the
commandment.

“Now on thefirst day of the week, very
early in the morning, they, and certain other
women with them, came to the tomb bring-
ing the spices which they had prepared. But
they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb. Then they went in and did not find the
body of the Lord Jesus’ (Luke 23:55-24:3).

When Mary went to the tomb on Sunday
morning, “whileit was still dark” (John
20:1), Christ’s body was not there. He
wasn't resurrected at sunrise on Sunday
morning. Before sunrise His body was

aready gone!

The truth of the matter

Jesus Christ said He would be “three days
and three nightsin the heart of the earth”
(Matthew 12:40). If He were buried in the
late afternoon, then He must have been res-
urrected at around the same time three days
and nights|ater.

He was placed in the tomb by Joseph of
Arimatheain the late afternoon just before
the sun went down. Three days and three
nightslater would have been at approxi-
mately the sametime of day, just asthe
sun went down and evening came.

This places Christ’s resurrection on Satur-
day around sunset—not on Sunday morn-
ing! Aswe have dready seen, when Mary
went to the tomb “whileit was till dark”
on Sunday morning, He was already risen!

Christ was buried on Wednesday after-
noon, very late, and raised from His grave
around sunset three days and nights later.
This perfectly fitswith the three nights—
Wednesday night, Thursday night and Fri-
day night—and the three days—Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. Thisisthe only time
that fits Jesus’ own prediction of how long
Hewould bein the tomb. And, aswe have
seen, it fits perfectly with all the details
recorded in the Gospels.

Thesign wasfulfilled, just asHe said!

Thetradition of a“Good Friday” cruci-
fixion and an “ Easter Sunday” resurrection
are proven from the Bibleto be only a
tradition—and one without basisin fact.
So which will you believe—aman-made
myth, or the only sign that Jesus announced
would be proof that He was who He said
Hewas? GN
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ho's behind The Good News magazine?

Many readers have wondered who we are
and how we are able to provide The Good News
free to all who request it. Simply put, The Good
News is provided by people—people from all
walks of life, from all over the world.

But those people have a common goal:
To proclaim the gospel of the coming
Kingdom of God to all the world as
a witness and to teach all nations
to observe what Christ commanded
(Matthew 24:14: 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same
message Jesus Christ brought: the wonderful
good news of the coming Kingdom of God
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43, 8:1).
That message truly is good news—the answer
to all the problems that have long plagued
humankind. Through the pages of The Good
News and various booklets (also free) we show
the biblical answers to the dilemmas that
have defied human solution and threaten our
very survival.

We are committed to taking that message to
the entire world, sharing the truth of God's pur-
pose and plan for us as taught by Jesus Christ.

The United Church of God has congregations
and ministers around the world. In these con-
gregations believers assemble to be instructed
from the Scriptures and to fellowship. For loca-
tions and times of services in your area, write
or call us at the appropriate address on page 2.
Visitors are always welcome.

For additional information, visit our Web site:
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Television Log

For additional information or to download
or view programs online, visit www.gntv.org
and www.TomorrowOnline.org.

Arizona
Phoenix ch. 24, 98, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Prescott ch. 13, Tuesdays 1 p.m.;

Wednesdays 6 p.m.
ch. 13, Sundays 9 a.m. & 3 p.m.; Mondays
9 a.m,; Saturdays 9 a.m. &3 p.m.

Prescott Valley

Tucson ch. 73, 74, Saturdays, Sundays 8 a.m.

Arkansas

Mena ch. 19, Sundays 2 & 2:30 p.m.

California

Concord ch. 24, 25, Thursdays 9:30 p.m.

Fremont ch. 6, Mondays 11:30 a.m.

Lafayette ch. 3, Thursdays 9:30 a.m.

Livermore ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.

Marin County  ch. 26, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.

Menlo Park ch. 77, Mondays 6 p.m.

Newark ch. 3, Mondays 11:30 a.m.

Novato ch. 71, Tuesdays 7:30 p.m.

Orange County  ch. 3A, Sundays 11 a.m. & 7:30 pm,;
ch. 6, Sundays 11:30 a.m. & 8:30 p.m.

Palo Alto ch. 77, Mondays 6 p.m.

Richmond ch. 26, Mondays 10 a.m.

San Francisco  ch. 29, Sundays 11 a.m.

San Jose ch. 15A, Wednesdays 4:30 p.m.

Santa Clara ch. 15A, Wednesdays 4:30 p.m.

Santa Rosa ch. 72, Sundays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 3 p.m.

S. Pasadena ch. 6, Thursdays 4 p.m.

Walnut Creek ~ ch. 6, Thursdays 9:30 a.m.

Colorado

Denver ch. 28, Tuesdays 12 noon; Fridays 11 a.m.
Hawaii

Lanai ch. 13, Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays 7 a.m.
Maui ch. 52, Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays 7 a.m.
Molokai ch. 13, Fridays 7 p.m.; Saturdays 7 a.m.
Illinois

Arlington Heights ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Aurora ch. 10, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.

Bartlett ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Buffalo Grove  ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Chicago ch. 36, times vary

Des Plaines ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Elkgrove Village  ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Glenview ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Golf ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Hanover Park ~ ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Hoffman Estates  ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Lincolnwood ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Morton Grove  ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Prospect ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Naperville ch. 17, Sundays 10 a.m.

Niles ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Northbrook ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Palatine ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Park Ridge ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Prospect Heights  ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Rolling Meadows ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Schaumburg ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Skokie ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Streamwood ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Romeoville ch. 6, weekdays 6 p.m.
Wheeling ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Wilmette ch. 35, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Indiana

Bloomington ch. 3, Sundays 9:30 p.m.

Ft. Wayne ch. 57, Sundays 12:30 p.m.
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lowa
lowa City

Kentucky
Hopkinsville

Paducah

Maryland
Frostburg
George's Creek
Keyser

Massachusetts
Cambridge ch. 22, Sundays 10 a.m.
Shrewsbury ch. 33, Wednesdays 10 p.m.;
Thursdays 7 a.m.
Michigan
Ann Arbor ch. 17, Thursdays 4 p.m.
Grand Rapids ~ ch. 25, Tuesdays or Wednesdays 11 a.m.
Kalamazoo ch. 20, Sundays 9 p.m.
Midland ch. 3, Thursdays 12:30 p.m.
Traverse City ch. 2, Sundays 11:30 a.m.
Minnesota
Austin ch. 6, Fridays 4:30 p.m.
Rochester ch. 10, Mondays, Thursdays 8:30 p.m.
Willmar ch. 18, Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Missouri
Jefferson City ch. 3, Mondays 5 p.m.
Montana
Billings ch. 7, Sundays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 11 a.m.
Helena ch. 11, Sundays 3 p.m.
North Carolina
Charlotte ch. 21, Saturdays 2 p.m.
Greenshoro ch. 8, Sundays 12 noon

North Dakota

Fargo

New Mexico

Albuquerque
Ohio
Dayton
Enon
Fairborn
Trotwood
Vandalia
Xenia
Oregon
Canby
Eugene

McMinnville

Oregon City
Portland

ch. 18, Tuesdays 12:30 p.m.;
Fridays 5:30 p.m.

ch. 23, Thursdays 12 noon;
Saturdays 10 a.m.
ch. 2, Tuesdays 4 p.m.; Thursdays 10 a.m.

ch. 19, Tuesdays 2 p.m.
ch. 19, Tuesdays 2 p.m.
ch. 19, Tuesdays 2 p.m.

Ravgly. Sirve

ch. 12, Wednesdays 5 p.m.
ch. 27, Saturdays 3 p.m.

ch. 12, Tuesdays 2 p.m.; Fridays 6 a.m.
ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.

ch. 5, Mondays 9 a.m.; Tuesdays 5 p.m.
ch. 11, Mondays 6 p.m.; Tuesdays 6 a.m.;
Thursdays 12 midnight; Fridays 12 noon
ch. 11, Tuesdays 8 p.m.;

Wednesdays 12 noon

ch. 11, Mondays 9 p.m.

ch. 21, Sundays 9 p.m.; Fridays 9 p.m.
ch. 11, Mondays 8 p.m.

Salem ch. 23, Sundays 11 a.m. &9 pm,;
Mondays 7:30 p.m.; Tuesdays 6 p.m.;
Wednesdays 3:30 p.m.; Thursdays
12 noon; Fridays 6:30 p.m.
Woodburn ch. 11, Sundays 9 a.m.
Texas
Austin ch. 11, Mondays 6 p.m.
Corpus Christi ~ ch. 10, Sundays 8 p.m.
Dallas ch. 14b, Sundays 10:30 p.m.;
Tuesdays 9:30 p.m.
Del Rio ch. 19, Sundays 9 a.m.; Wednesdays 5 p.m.
El Paso ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m,;
Wednesdays 5 p.m.; Thursdays 3 p.m.
Houston ch. 17, Thursdays 12:30 p.m.
Washington
Bellevue ch. 29, 77, Tuesdays 4 p.m.
Olympia ch. 22, 29, Sundays 9:30 a.m.; Mondays 12
noon; Wednesdays 3 p.m.; Fridays 8:30 a.m.
Seattle ch. 29, 77, Tuesdays 4 p.m.
Spokane ch. 25, Sundays 7 p.m.
Vancouver ch. 11, Sundays 1 p.m.; Tuesdays 3:30 p.m.;

Thursdays 12 noon; Fridays 8 p.m.
West Virginia

Morgantown ch. 3, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 3 p.m.
Wisconsin

Beloit ch. 12, Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

Eau Claire ch. 11, Sundays 2 p.m.

Madison ch. 4, Sundays 10:30 a.m.

Stevens Point  ch. 3, Mondays 10:30 p.m.;

Tuesdays 10 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.

Wyoming

Gillette ch. 36, Thursdays 7 p.m.

Radio Log

For additional information or to download or listen
to programs online, visit www.ucg.org/radio.

Arizona

Douglas 930 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m.
Globe 1240 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m.
Sierra Vista 1470 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m.
Tucson 940 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m.
California

San Diego 760 AM, Sundays 6 a.m.
Florida

Orlando 540 AM, Sundays 6:30 a.m.
Indiana

Indianapolis 1070 AM, Sundays 7 a.m.
Louisiana

New Orleans 870 AM, Saturdays 9:30 p.m.
Michigan

Grand Rapids 1300 AM, Sundays 7 a.m.
Missouri

Kansas City 710 AM, Sundays 9 a.m.

New York

Buffalo 930 AM, Sundays 6:30 a.m.
Ohio

Cincinnati 550 AM, Sundays 6:30 a.m.
Pennsylvania

Pittsburgh 1410 AM, Sundays 7 a.m.
Tennessee

Memphis 600 AM, Sundays 9 a.m.
West Virginia

Wheeling 1170 AM, Mondays 12:30 a.m.
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What Did Jesus Look Like?

Can forensic scientists discover what Jesus looked like 2,000 years later?
Their conclusions, and what the Bible says, might be surprising.

by Gary Petty

hetitle proclaims“The Real Face of
Jesus’ followed by “Advancesin foren-
scstiencereved themos famousface
inhigory” Thisarticle, chalenging the
popular view of Jesus, didn’t appear inardi-
gious magazine, but wasthelead story inthe
December 2002 issue of Popular Mechanics.

Thearticle begins: “From thetime Chris-
tian children settleinto Sunday school class-
rooms, animage of Jesus Christ is etched
into their minds. In North Americaheismost
often depicted asbeing taler than his disci-
ples, lean, with flowing, light brown hair, fair
skinwith light-colored eyes.

“Familiar though thisimage may be, itis
inherently flawed. A person with these fea-
tures and physica bearing would have looked
very different from everyoneelsein the
region where Jesus lived and ministered.”

Canwe know what Jesusreglly looked
like? Classical European paintersusualy
portray Him astall and thin and with delicate,
amost effeminate features. The Origina
African Heritage Edition of the King James
Bible has apicture of Jesuslooking like
aman from Central Africa

Theimage of Jesusin Popular Mechanics
was based on information gathered by experts
in forengc anthropology. Author Mike Fillon
writes: “Using methods similar to those police
have devel oped to solve crimes, British scien-
tists, asssted by Isragli archeologists, havere-
crested what they believeisthe most accurate
image of themost famousfacein history.”

The summary of these men of science
surprised many religious people. They con-
cluded: “ From analysis of skeletal remains,
archeologists had firmly established that
the average build of a Semite male at the
timeof Jesuswas5ft. 1in., with an average
weight of 110 pounds. Since Jesus worked
outdoors as a carpenter until he was about
30 yearsald, it isreasonableto assume he
was more muscular and physically fit than
westernized portraits suggest.”

N-Radio
On the air and
on the Web

The Gospel writersrecord an account when
Jesus avoided violence by an angry mob
smply by mingling with the crowd. Judas
hed to identify Him with akissof betrayal.
Obvioudy, these incidents show usthat Jesus
|ooked like any other Jew of His day.

Jesus and long hair

The scientists quoted in Popular Mechan-
icsassart that the prevaent view of Jesuswith

which means He would have broken
aNazirite vow had He been under one.

The misconception isbased in part
on scriptureswhere Heis called Jesus of
Nazareth or aNazarene. Nazareth isaregion
in Galilee where Jesus spent time asachild.
Wefind an account of Jesus' early life
recorded in Matthew 2:23: “And he came
and dweltin acity caled Nazareth, that it
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the

Did Jesus Christ have long hair? Paul wrote that it is shameful for a man to have long
hair, and biblical evidence shows that Jesus looked like any other average Jewish man
of His day. These busts of Roman citizens show the kinds of hairstyles typical of the time.

flowing locksisalso an inaccurate portrayal.
It'sdso hard to understand why the apostle
Paul would writein 1 Corinthians 11:14 that
it' sashamefor aman to havelong hair if His
Savior wore Hishair long. Where did theidea
of Jesuswith long hair originate?

For centuries some have believed that Jesus
was under aNazirite vow. According to Num-
bers 6:1-6 the person teking a Nazirite vow
pledged to abstain from wine and grapes, to
avoid touching adead body and to not cut his
or her hair until the end of the vow’s duration,
when the hair had to be cut. But the Gospels
record occasions when Jesus drank wine,

Looking to listen to something different? Tuneinto The  as he and guests explore current trends and biblical
Good News radio network for our dynamic half-hour  truths and teachings with the kind of fresh, in-depth
program airing in major U.S. cities! Join host Gary Petty  perspective you get in The Good News magazine.

To download or listen to programs online, visit www.ucg.org/radio.

prophets, ‘He shal be called aNazarene.”
Jesuswas aNazarene, not aNazrite. He
was never under avow to abstain from wine
or to wear Hishair long.

The scientists and archaeol ogists who
created the portrait of Jesusthat appeared
in Popular Mechanics may have been right
in some details, but no onerealy knowsthe
exact physical features of Jesus. The New
Testament emphasizesHis sinlesslifeand
moral teachings, but has almost nothing
to say about what He looked like.

The gpostle John was given avision of

Continued on page 25
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A Right Example Heard Around the World

Jesus Christ surprised His disciples—and possibly many of us as well—

by praising a seemingly wasteful act. Why did He put such emphasis on it?

by Mike Bennett

id you know Christ prophesied

that one specific act by one

specific woman would be pro-

claimed everywhere the gospel
ispreached in al the world?

It was near the end of Christ’s ministry,
and though He had become more spe-
cific and serious about Hisimpending
sacrifice, it seems His disciples still
did not “get it.” Thiswas not what
they expected of the promised
Messiah—the conquering King
prophesied in the Old Testament.

But at adinner at Simon the leper’s
house, something extraordinary hap-
pened. Mary, the sister of Marthaand
Lazarus (the one whom Christ had
recently raised from the dead), did
asurprising, extravagant and even
seemingly foolish thing. Wefind
the story in Matthew 26:6-13, one of
three Gospel accounts that record this
memorable incident.

“And when Jesuswas in Bethany at
the house of Simon the leper, awoman
cameto Him having an alabaster flask
of very costly fragrant oil, and she
poured it on His head asHe sat at the
table’ (Matthew 26:6-7).

If weread the parallel scripturesin
Mark 14 and John 12 we see that the
oil wasn't just poured on His head, but
also on Hisfeet. It wasavery rare and
expensive perfume—some sources
say it may have come from India
We don’t normally think of honoring
someone thisway, but the NIV Bible
Commentary points out that in those
days, “A distinguished rabbi might
have been so honored.”

Continuing the story, Matthew
wrote, “But when His disciples saw
it, they were indignant, saying, ‘Why
this waste? For thisfragrant oil might have
been sold for much and given to the poor’”
(Matthew 26:8-9).

All the disciples were saying this, but
John 12:4 makes clear that the leading voice
was that of Judas | scariot, who carried the
money box. His concern wasn't genuine,
as he actually stole from the box. But till,
the rest of the disciplesjoined in rebuking

The Good News

Mary for this perceived waste. After all,
Mark 14:5 says it was worth more than
300 denarii—ayear'swages for alaborer!

Rebuking Mary
What would | have thought if | had been

Mary's example reminds us that
God deserves our very best. It shows
us that there are times when even a
balanced, sound-minded Christian
will see the need to honor God by
doing something extraordinary.

there?| can’'t imagine owning a contai ner
of perfume worth about ayear’'swages! I'm
the kind of person who usesalittle stub of a
pencil rather than throwing it out. Onething
that bothers me about restaurantsis how
much food gets thrown out. Waste not, want
not—that's my motto.

| probably would have been picking on
Mary liketherest of them. And hadn’t Jesus

just told His disciples about the importance
of serving the poor in Matthew 25—the
parable of the sheep and the goats?“| was
hungry and you gave Mefood,” Christ had
said. Couldn’'t ayear’'s wages be put to
better use than just being poured out and
wasted?

But surprisingly, Christ didn’t
agree.

“When Jesus was aware of it, He
said to them, ‘Why do you trouble
the woman? For she has done agood
work for Me” (Matthew 26:10-11).

Once again the disciples had been
so sure they were right, and Jesus sur-
prised them, rebuking them for criti-
cizing Mary. For Judas Iscariot, this
was the last straw, and he soon set out
to betray his Master and Friend for
just 30 pieces of silver.

Many experts believe that these sil-
ver coinswere tetradrachmas, worth
four denarii. If thisistrue, Judas
received 120 denarii, or lessthan half
of what the perfume cost! Mary’s
freely given devation to Jesus was
worth far more than what it took
to buy Judas' betrayal.

Christ said, “For in pouring thisfra-
grant oil on My body, shedid it for
My burial. Assuredly, | say to you,
wherever this gospel is preached in
the whole world, what this woman has
done will aso betold asamemorial
to her'” (Matthew 26:12-13).

Why did Mary do this, and why
did Christ say it would be used asan
example throughout the world?

Thelesson here certainly was not
that the poor weren’t important, or
that waste is permissible. But the story
does have a powerful way of making
us reexamine what istruly important.

What was in Mary’s mind?

Let's consider it from Mary's perspec-
tive. Thiswas not long after her beloved
brother Lazarus had been raised from the
dead. What's an incredible miracle like
that worth?

She believed that Jesus was the Christ,
our Creator and Ruler! What'sit worth to

Scott Ashley



be trested as afriend by the Son of God?

And here at dinner, just days before
His sacrifice, it seems Mary was begin-
ning to understand that Christ was will-
ing to diefor usand to give us eternal
life. Again, what's that worth?

Halley's Bible Handbook (2000)
putsit thisway on page 702: “ Jesus
probably had spoken of His coming
crucifixion. Mary—kindhearted, com-
passionate, thoughtful, lovely Mary—
perhaps noticing alook of painin
His eyes, said to herself, ‘ Thisisno
parable. He meansit.’

“And she went and got the rarest
treasure of her household and poured
it on His head and feet, and wiped them
with her hair. Perhaps not aword was
said. But He understood. He knew that
she wastrying to tell Him how her
heart ached.”

Offering our very best

Mary's example reminds us that God
deserves our very best. It shows us that
there are times when even a balanced,
sound-minded Christian will seethe
need to honor God by doing something
extraordinary. Of course, many today
do such thingsfor trivial pursuits.
Some givetheir al for fashion or foot-
ball or some other pursuit. But we are
called to give our al to God.

God's people have dways been
caled to givetheir all—their very
best—to Him. Noah risked his reputa-
tion and alarge portion of hislifein
building a huge vessel away from the
sea. The widow gave her last two mites
to God. Of course, we would recelve
much more attention if we could give
aone-time, memorable sacrifice rather
than small, minute-by-minute sacrifices
that make up thered living sacrifice
God calsusto be (Romans 12:1).

Putting God first—giving our best
to Him—really isn’t about being
unbalanced but about being truly bal-
anced. We can't truly put God first and
neglect our families or our health. Tak-
ing care of all of the prioritiesis part
of the sacrifice.

Of course we should remember
balance, remember wisdom and
remember the poor. But we can also
remember Mary, and her example
that Christ said would be preached
throughout the world.

Remember Mary who set usthe
example of giving the best she had for
her Master and Savior—and ours. GN

Look Like

Continued from page 23

what Jesus|ookslike today in Hisglorified
form. In Revelation 1 Jesusis said to have
hair “whitelikewool,” “eyeslikeaflame
of fire” and to appear “like the sun shining
initsstrength” (verses4, 16).

What did Jesus teach?

We find Jesus portrayed by Europeans
as European, by Africans asAfrican,
by Hispanics as Hispanic and by Asians
asAsan. Doesit redly matter how aper-
son visualizes Jesus? Does how you per-
ceive Him affect the way you interpret
Hisgospe?

Just asitisaproclivity of peopleto cre-
ate Jesusin their own image, they tend to
interpret Histeachings by the standards of
their culture. Statementslike “take up your
crossand follow M€’ had penetrating
impact on an audience of first-century
Jewswho often saw prisonerscarrying
crossesto their place of execution. Many
of Jesus' teachings become profoundly
clear when read in the context of the Jew-
ish culture of amost 2,000 years ago.

Some people say that Jesus cameto
erasethelaw of God. Did you know that
Jesussaid, “. . . till heaven and earth pass
away, onejot or onetittlewill by no means
passfromthelaw till al isfulfilled”?
(Matthew 5:18).

Othersclaimthat al you havetodois
accept Jesus as Savior to receive salvation.
Yet Jesustaught, “Not everyone who says
toMe, ‘Lord, Lord, shall enter the king-
dom of heaven, but he who doesthe will
of My Father in heaven. Many will say to
Meinthat day, ‘' Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in'Your name, cast out demons
inYour name, and done many wonders
inYour name? And then | will declare
tothem, ‘I never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practice lawlessness!””
(Matthew 7:21-23).

By creating Jesusin our ownimage,
have we misinterpreted what He taught?
Do you redly know thetruth of Jesus
message, or hasit become acaricature like
the picturesin our Bibles based more on
the appearance of the people making the
picture or errant tradition than on Jesus
Himself? And does He even want usto
have representations of Himself anyway
(Exodus 20:4-6)?

Maybeit'stimeto dust off the Gospels
and discover thereal Jesus. You may find
that not only did Jesuslook different than
many have believed, but His gospe con-
tainstruths from God most have never
heard. Gnv
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Discover Life’s
Answers in This
Free Bible Study

Course.

This study course (from the pub-
lishers of The Good News) isn't
just about the Bible. It's about life
itself. Why were you born? What
is the purpose of life? What is
your destiny? What lies ahead for
our world, for your family and
loved ones?

Discover the answers to these
and many other vital questions.
Every month you'll receive a new
lesson taking you through the
major questions, themes and
teachings of the Bible (12 lessons
in all). And it's absolutely free,
with no cost or obligation. Re-
quest your first lesson, “Why the
Bible Is the Word of God,” today.
Begin to discover the Bible's
answers to life's great questions!
Contact our office at the address
nearest you listed on page 2, or
visit our Web site at:

www.gnmagazine.org

All materials are provided free in the
public interest.
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What Religious Days Did Jesus Observe?

Every year millions celebrate major religious holidays that are found nowhere in the Bible.
If we are to truly follow Christ, shouldn’t we consider which religious days He observed?

by Roger Foster

The last activity Jesus Christ shared
with Hisdisciples, only hours before
Hewas crucified, wasthe biblically com-
manded Passover celebration. He had
observed thisfestival annually since His
birth (Luke 2:41).

Accompanied by His 12 apostiesfor
their final Passover med together, “He said
to them, ‘Wth fervent desire | have desired
to eat this Passover with you before | suf-
fer'” (Luke 22:15, emphasis added through-
out). Hisintenselonging to observethis
Passover service reveadsHis deep devotion
to celebrating it.

Not only does Jesus—merely hours
before His crucifixion—still regard keeping
the Passover asimportant, but o, asHe
explained to Hisdisciplesthat evening, He
fully intendsto observe it with them again
when “it isfulfilled in the kingdom of God"
(verse 16).

Why did Jesus set such acommitted
example of observing thisfestival if He
intended soon afterward—asis commonly
believed today—to abolish thisfestival?
Doesthat really make any sense?

Most people claiming to follow Christ’s
exampletoday know little or nothing about
the Passover or the other biblically com-
manded festivals. Nor do they understand
why He considered them important. And
most of them certainly have never thought
of these days as meaningful to them
personally. But should they?

Walking in Christ’s footsteps

After indituting important symbolsin
that last Passover observance before His
crucifixion, Jesustold those gathered with
Him: “For | have given you an example,
that you should do as| havedonetoyou. . .
If you know these things, blessed are you
if you do them” (John 13:15-17).

Thisisdirect ingruction to them to con-
tinue observing “these things’—that is,
the elements of the Passover service—in
exactly the same manner as He had done
with them. Years later it becomes even

The Good News

clearer that Chrigt'singtructionisgpplicable
todl Chrigtians. The apostle Paul plainly
tells even the non-Jewish Chrigtiansin the
Greek city of Corinth to follow the example
Jesus Chrigt set on that Passover evening.

“For | received fromthe Lord,” wrote
Peul, “that which | also delivered to you: that
the Lord Jesus on the same night in which
He was betrayed took bread; and when He
had given thanks, He brokeit and said,
‘Take, edt; thisisMy body whichisbroken
for you; do thisin remembrance of Me!

“In the same manner He also took the
cup after supper, saying, ‘ Thiscupisthe
new covenant in My blood. Thisdo, as
often asyou drink it, in remembrance of
Me. For as often [meaning year after year
according to God's command] asyou
eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s degth till He comes’

(1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

Yes, Christ’s gpostles believed and taught
that we must follow the example He set
and live asHe lived. Asthe apostie John
wrote, “Hewho sayshe abidesin Him
ought himself also towalk just asHe
walked” (1 John 2:6).

Festivals in the biblical context

Therdligious days observed by Jesusand
His countrymen during His physica lifetime
included the weekly Sabbath day aswell as
asgriesof annud fedtivals, dl commanded
directly by God (see Leviticus 23). These
daysarebiblicaly consecrated as holy
convocationsin the Scriptures (verse 2).

Sincethefestivasfirst gppear inthe Old
Testament, let’s briefly consider Jesus' atti-
tude toward those ancient Scriptures. How
highly did He regard them? Even more
importantly, how does He want usto regard
them today?

The Hebrew Scriptures made up the only
“Bible” available to Jesusand the early
Church. The New Testament was written
years after His crucifixion. To Jesusthe
“Word of God” and the Old Testament
Scriptures were one and the same.

Jesus loyalty to these Scripturesisplain.
He explains, “The Scripture cannot be
broken” (John 10:35). Hetdlsusthat “it
iseaser for heaven and earth to pass awvay
than for onetittle of thelaw to fail” (Luke
16:17). And Hepointsout, “It iswritten[in
Deuteronomy 8:3], ‘Man shall not live by
bread aone, but by every word that proceeds
from the mouth of God'” (Matthew 4:4).

Hedso forcefully exclaimsthat anyone
who “ breaks one of theleast of these com-
mandments, and teaches men so, shall be
called least [by thoseg] in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does and teachesthem,
he shdl be caled greet inthe kingdom
of heaven” (Matthew 5:19).

Jesus expects those who woul d follow
His example both to practice and teach the
clear commands of God written in the Old
Testament Scriptures. Of course, He expects
this obedience to be fully compliant with
Hisexample and teachingsrecorded inthe
New Testament. But thereisno conflict
between the two. Oneisnot pitted against
the other.

Consider, for example, the principle that
the sacrificial shedding of blood is neces-
sary before sins can beforgiven. That isjust
asvdid in theteaching of the New Testa-
ment asit wasin the Old. Thedifferenceis
that under the Old Testament administrative
System animals were sacrificed to represent
the better sacrifice that would be madein
the future—the secrifice of Jesus Christ
(Hebrews 10:12).

Yet thelaw requiring this spilling of
blood for the forgiveness of sinwasnot
abolished (Hebrews 9:22-26). Only by
being justified through Christ’s shed blood
can we be saved (Romans 5:9).

Jesus and the Passover

Thisbrings us back to why Jesuswas so
committed to keeping the Passover with His
apostlesjust before Hewas crucified. For
centuriesthe keeping of the Passover had
represented the fact that Jesus, as mankind's
Redeemer, would be sacrificed by the shed-
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ding of Hisblood for the remission of sins.

Jesuswas crucified on Passover day, on
the 14th day of thefirst monthin the sacred
calendar followed by the Jews. Anciently it
was observed by the daying of an unblem-
ished lamb or kid goat (Exodus 12:5-11).
But itsreal focuswas on adifferent sacri-
fice. Wefind thisexplained inthe New Tes-
tament when “ John [the Baptist] saw Jesus
coming toward him, and said, ‘ Behold!

The Lamb of God who tekes avay thesin
of theworld!"” (John 1:29).

Asthe gpodtle Paul also explains. “For
indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed
for us. Therefore let us keep the feadt, not
with old leaven, nor with the leaven of mal-
ice and wickedness, but with the unleavened
bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians
5:7-8). Here Paul isingtructing Christians
to keep both the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread as Chrigtian observances
(compare Leviticus 23:5-6).

Therefore, we now have direct New
Testament evidencethat at least two of the
seven annud festivals—the Passover and
the Feast of Unleavened Bread—are dso
Chrigtian festivals. Logicaly then the other
fivewould be a so. But before we consider
any other festivals, let's understand what
the overal significance of al of these sacred
occasonsisto Christianstoday.

The meaning of God's sacred festivals

All of the sacred biblical festivalsare
closdly linked to the harvest seasons of the
Holy Land. And Jesus often compared what
God was doing through Him to aharvest.

For example, Hesaid: “My food isto do
thewill of Him who sent Me, and to finish
Hiswork. Do you not say, ‘ There are ill
four months and then comesthe harvest’ ?
Behold, | say toyou, lift up your eyes
and look at thefields, for they are dready
white[ripe] for harvest! And hewho reaps
recelves wages, and gathersfruit for eternal
life, that both he who sows and hewho
reaps may rejoicetogether’” (John 4:34-36).

Here Jesuslinkstheidea of aharvest to
Hiswork of bringing humanity into arela
tionship with God the Father that leadsto
eternd life. On another occasion “He said
toHisdisciples, ‘ The harvest truly is plenti-
ful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into Hisharvest’” (Matthew 9:37).

God'sannual festival's depict the work
of Jesus Christin “harvesting” human
beingsinto the Kingdom of God. They are
God-given annual remindersof Christ’srole
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in securing redemption and salvation for
al humanity.

God's master plan of salvation

God began reveding parts of Hisplan of
sdvation when He evicted Adam and Eve
from the garden in Eden. Because they had
succumbed to the serpent’sinfluence and
sinned, God spoke to the serpent, saying,

“I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her
Seed; He shdl bruise your head, and you
[the serpent] shall bruise His[Christ’s] hed”
(Genesis3:15).

Here God revedled that, at afuturetime, a
very specid descendant of Evewould crush
the head of “that serpent of old, caled the
Devil and Satan” (Revelation 12:9)—hbring-
ing Satan’s control over mankind to an end.

God began reveaing more details of His
plan through Moses—by ingtituting His
annual festivals a the sametime He selected
the ancient Isradlitesto be His servants.
Some of these fetivals even had animme-
diate meaning and application within the
history of ancient |srael.

But thelong-term, primary reason that
God established them wasto depict the
relationship of al human beingsto the mis-
sion of the Messiah. As mentioned earlier,
Paul pointed out: “ For indeed Chrigt, our
Passover, was secrificed for us. Thereforelet
uskeepthefeadt .. .” (1 Corinthians 5:7-8).
Therelationship of the Passover festival
to the deeth of Christ, and our redemption
through that death, has dways beenits

primary purpose.
The Feast of Pentecost

In addition to Passover and the Days of
Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Pentecost
likewiseisclearly aChridtian festival.
According to Jewish tradition, the Israelites
received the Ten Commandments at the
time of thefestival of Pentecost. It wasthen
that God made a covenant with them and
they became the “ congregation of God.”

Yet afar moreimportant relationship
would be established on alater Day of
Pentecost—through the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Acts L:4-5 tdlsus: “And being
assembled together with them [Jesus’ disci-
ples], He commanded them not to depart
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise
of the Father, ‘which, Hesaid, ‘you have
heard from Me; for John truly baptized with
water, but you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.””

Then, “when the Day of Pentecost had

fully come, they were dl with one accord
in one place. And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven, as of arushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where
they were Sitting. Then there appeared to
them divided tongues, asof fire. . . And
they wereal filled with the Holy Spirit .. ”
(Acts2:1-4).

Since Paul tells us, “If anyone does not
have the Spirit of Chrigt, heisnot His’
(Romans 8:9), there can be no doubt that
thisfestival setsan important milestone for
al Chrigiansfor dl time. ItisaChrigtian
festival. And Paul observed it as such (Acts
20:16; 1 Corinthians 16:8).

Theother four biblical festivalslisted
in Leviticus 23 occur around thetime
of thefall harvest season (in the northern
hemisphere).

All depict the main eventsto occur at
or following Christ’sreturn. For example,
the Feast of Trumpets pointsto His second
coming. Seven trumpet blastsare to
announce the seven mgjor events leading up
to and including Christ’sreturn (Revelation
8-11). At that time, “Hewill send Hisangels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
will gather together Hiselect . . " (Matthew
24:31; compare 1 Corinthians 15:52).

How much more*“Christian” could these
festivalsbe? Their focusis primarily on all
that Jesus Christ has done, isdoing and will
do to ensure our salvation.

When Chrigt returns, not only will He
keep the Passover, along with His resur-
rected apostles, but He aso will requireall
nationsto join Him in keeping the Feast
of Tabernacles (Zechariah 14:16).

Therefore, should not all Chrigtianstoday
acknowledge the example Christ has set
for them?Then all can join the apostle Paul
in declaring, asrecorded inActs 18:21: “ |
must by all means keep this coming feast”
(compareActs 20:16). GN

Do the biblical festivals and
weekly Sabbath hold signifi- |:
cance for Christians? For a de-
tailed look at why Christians
should observe these biblical
festivals, be sure to request [
your free copy of God’s Holy &
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope
for All Mankind and Sunset
to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or
request or download them from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Letters From Our Readers

Material on theMiddle East

| wanted to take the time to express how
| grateful | am for Melvin Rhodes' article
“The New (Anti-Semitic) World Order”
[January-February 2004]. | have never read
abetter article concerning what is happening
inthe Middle East. The mystery of why these
conflictsexist hasfinaly been answered for
me. | amin awe of how God revealsthe his-
tory of mankind through His humble servants.

J.C.T., Houston, Texas

| amnworking in aguesthousein the Old
City of Jerusalem. Thereason | am writing
isthat | found thearticle“ The ‘Road Map’
to Peace” [November-December 2003] very
interesting and it paralleled my own views.

Thenewsisusualy the same and usualy
bad. It involves one peace treaty or the other.
Thetreaties may have different names: the
OdoAccord, the Road Map and now the
Genevalnitiative, but they al say between
thelinesthat there will be peaceif Israel
surrendersall her defenses. It isthe exactly
the same asin 1938—there would be peace
in Europeif [former] Czechodlovakia
surrendered the Sudetenland.

B.H., Jerusalem, Isradl

My heartfelt congratulations and sincere
thanks for the booklet The Middle East in
Prophecy. It isinformative and well written.
My brother and | were bornin that areaand
went to school in Persia[now Iran] and Irag.

Mrs. K.FL.C., Malaga, Spain
Same-sex partnerships

| agreethat God loves everyone. He doesn't
judge anyone and neither should we. If a
couple of the same sex wantsto betogether,
they should be. Through the yearsthey have
adopted children and giventhem loveand a
home. A married man and woman givethisto
children. Same-sex partnersdo too. | haveno
qualms about same-sex partnersliving their
livesaswe do. They haverightstoo!

M.L.D., Port Matilda, Pennsylvania

Itiscertainly truethat God loves every-
one, but the Bible clearly states that He will
judge unrepentant sinner's, including those
who persist in aberrant sexual behavior
(Hebrews 13:4; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; etc.).

| am one of many troubled and confused
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Episcopalians. Asyou are probably aware,
the leaders of the Episcopal Church, USA
aretrying to “adapt” God'sWord to please
man rather than instructing man with God's
Word. Your publications are helping me

fill avoid. For thisreason | fedl called

to financially support your cause.

L.T., College Park, Georgia
L ettersand commentsfrom readers

| have been reading the letters and com-
mentsthat are found in The Good News mag-
azines. | wasimpressed to find that letters
that were not flattering were aso printed.
| believe that an organization, to be credible
in preaching the gospel and crediblein its
claimsto preach the truth, must be honest.

Part of being honest isnot hiding the fact
that people will have adifferent view of what
you say, and somewill not likeit. | encour-
agethose responsible for the contents not to
censor that opposing view. An organization
that hidesinformation written about it isone
that people arelesslikely to trust.

B.W, Internet

Please cancel my subscription. | am tired
of “Christian” magazineswho print al the
correct scriptures with their message, then
“adorn” the articleswith indecent pictures.
Your last magazine infuriated me with the
article on marriage [November-December
2003]. Surely you can find modelswho are
decently dressed.

K.L.Y,, Walkerville, Michigan

The difficulty might bein the eye of the
beholder. Please see the next | etter.

| am 24 and have grown up in the Church,
and thus have seen countless magazines and
other publications produced by the Church.
The pictures have never been as good asthe
onesin the Nov.-Dec. 2003 issue. Thepic-
turesfor the marriage article aswell asthe
onesfor the article about the weekly rest day
are excellent. The entire spread on page 18
iseye-catching and well put-together.

It servesthe articles so well to have such
updated pictures. Pictures from the 1980s
can give theimpression that the contents of
the articlesare out of date aswell. | redly
enjoyed the four horseman article from the
new issuetoo. Just thought | would share
some of my friends' and my comments.

Thank you so much for your work.
TF, Audtin, Texas
Dating, marriage and sex

Thank you again for your excellent
publications. The articlein The Good News
on dating errors was superb. | enclose a
contribution towards your expenses.

M.C.D., Cambridge, England

| have read some of your articles, espe-
cially on marriage and sex. | am now 26 and
quiteinterested in both topics. I'd like to get
married soon and am trying very hard to
“wait” for my husband.

Miss M.B., Barbados
Convicted about the Sabbath Day

| have been convicted about the Sabbath
for many years. | just recently quit my posi-
tion asa Sunday School teacher over adiffer-
ence of opinion about what | taught concern-
ing the Sabbath and the plan of salvation
asoutlined in God'sHoly Days.

J.C,, Internet

My husband and | were driving for a
trucking company when we came upon one
of your articlesin amagazine concerning
the Sabbath. We have been Christians for
many years, observing Sunday as the Sab-
bath day. We were perplexed by the “news’
that we were observing the wrong day, so
we continued to study the Bible.

After much intense study and prayer, we
were strongly convicted of our error and did
addressthisissue with our pastor. Hetold us
that thereisno proof for Sunday worship, but
then turned around and excommunicated us,
saying that we were athreat to the Church.
That was ayear ago. We have continued our
study and stand firmer than ever on Saturday
being the true Sabbath.

T.&WT., Soringfield, Ohio

Our booklet Sunset to Sunset: God's Sab-
bath Rest, fredly available on request, may
be of further help.

Published letters may be edited for clarity
and space. Addressyour lettersto The Good
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254,
U.SA, or email gninfo@ucg.org (pleasebe
suretoincludeyour full name, city, state or
province, and country).



' Questions & Answers

Q: Some people say that drinking alco-
holic beveragesisnot asin, but that the
overusg, i.e, drunkenness, iswhat the
Scripturescondemn. | have consistently
opposed the consumption of alcohol ether
in small or largeamounts. Iswinean alco-
holic drink? Please let me know the bibli-
cal standards.

0.0., Norway

A: Bothwineand beer are drinksthat con-
tainacohal. The act of drinking too much
wine (drunkenness) is continually condemned
in God'sWord whilewinein itsdf is spoken
of asagood thing when used responsibly
in moderation. The same principle may be
applied to beer and stronger acohalic drinks.

The apostle Paul told Timothy to drink a
little wine for medicinal purposes (1 Timothy
5:23). Alsoit isobviousfrom severa scrip-
turesin the Old Testament that wine moder-
ately consumed on the proper occasions dur-
ing God'sfestivals has our Creator'sblessing
(Deuteronomy 14:26).

Jesus Christ’sfirst recorded miracle was
turning water into wine at awedding cele-
bration in Cana (John 2:1-11). Christ never
sinned, and He would not create something
that wasasininitsef. Theuse of alittle
winein theannual observance of the New
Testament Passover is clear from theinstruc-
tions Christ left for Hisfollowers (Matthew
26:27-29).

Inthiscaseit isnot the substance itself
(alcohalic drink) that isasin, itisthewrong
use of the thing. Proper application of God's
Word isvery important. We areto “rightly
divide” or correctly comprehend God's
truths (2 Timothy 2:15).

The Crestor wants us to exercise character
by rightly using the minds He gave usin
applying biblical principlesto specific Situa-
tions. For instance, if apersonisan acoholic
or arecovering acoholic, aimost al coun-
selorswould advise him or her not to drink
alcoholic substances. Also if we know we are
going to be driving our cars afterwards, it is
wiseto abstain at socia occasionsto safe-
guard our own lives and those of others.

God wants usto build His character into our
lives by exercising righteous judgment. Some
thingsareintringcaly wrong in themselves
and othersare not. Alcohalic drinksarea
blessing from God if used rightly in the appro-
priate circumstances (Psalm 104:14-15).

On the other hand, the wrong use of aco-
holic substances that resultsin drunkenness
isasin againgt God. It has caused untold
misery and countless premature deaths. The
apostle Paul wrote: “ Do not give way to
drunkenness and the ruin that goes with it”
(Ephesians 5:18, Revised English Bible). But
the moderate, sensible use of acohol is per-
fectly acceptable and nowhere condemned
intheBible.

Of coursg, if one chooses not to consume
acoholic beverages, thisiscertainly hisindi-
vidua prerogétive. Thereisno biblica require-
ment that he do so (other than in the proper
obsarvance of the annua Passover sarvice).

Q: Wherecan | find what the Bible says
about communion? I sthefrequency left
up to each individual?

L.W, Internet

A: What most Christian denominations
call “communion” isasubstantially altered
version of theoriginal New Testament
Passover service, in method, custom and
especidly frequency. In most casesit has
become ahumanly devised substitute for the
Passover service the Bible commands.

When originaly introduced to the nation
of Israel in the Old Testament, the Passover
was clearly aonce-a-year observance (Exo-
dus 12:1-2). When God again listed His
worship festivals (including the Passover)
in Leviticus 23, each except for the weekly
Sabbath was solely an annual event. The
Passover plainly prefigures the sacrifice of
Christ for our sins (John 1:29). So likewise
Jesus and His disciples kept the Passover
every year at the appointed time (see
Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:12; L uke 22:7-13).

Notice that Jesus had observed the
Passover annually from very early youth.
“His parents went to Jerusalem every year at
the Feast of the Passover. And when He was
twelve years old, they went up to Jerusdlem
according to the custom of the Feast. When
they had finished the days[plurd] . . ”
(Luke 2:41-43, emphasis added throughout).
Theentire annual spring festival period
included the biblically commanded Days
of Unleavened Bread aswell.

From these and other scriptureswe can
rightly conclude that the Passover serviceisan
annual observance. Following Christ’'sexam-
pleand ingtruction, it isto be kept with mutual

footwashing by brethren (John 13:1-17) and
the partaking of asmall amount of unleavened
bread and asip of wineas symbolsof His
body and blood (Matthew 26:26-30).

Scripture gives no hint of the early Church
adding to or changing the dates originally
ordained for God'sfestivals. The phrase
concerning the Passover in 1 Corinthians
11:26—"for as often asyou ezt this bread
and drink this cup”—simply points out that
by observing the Passover each year onthe
appropriate day, members of the Church
“proclaimthe Lord's death till He comes”
Memorias such asthisare held once ayear
—certainly the custom of most of mankind
in commemorating most events.

Some scholars have understood that Jesus
did not authorize the dltering of the fre-
quency of the Passover observance. Notice
the following admission: “1 Cor. 11:24;
Luke 22:19: * Do thisin remembrance of me
... They [thesewords of Christ] express
thewish of Jesusthat the annual Passover
should be observed in His memory until the
rendezvousin the Kingdom.

“Thefact that the Church came to remem-
ber the Lord in the weekly breaking of bread
and not at the annual Passover should not be
brought against the strong probability that
what Jesus expected wasthe | atter [i.e,
annua observance]” (Sudiesin Biblical The-
ology, No. 6: The Lord's Supper in the New
Testament, A.J.B. Higgins, 1956, p. 55).

In summary, the Bible specifiesthe yearly
observance of the Passover, and history
recordsitsannual celebration asthe practice
of the early Church. Passover, asamemorid
of Jesus' death, isto be observed annually on
the 14th day of the first month of the Hebrew
calendar—just asall of God's other festivals
(except the weekly Sabbath) areto be kept
once ayear. No biblica precedent, practice
or instructions sanction doing otherwise.

Regrettably, one of the “hidden” effectsfor
insisting on multiple observances of commu-
nion in place of the Passover isthat it encour-
ages unsuspecting people to ignore the other
truebiblical festivalsand view them as
unnecessary. But observing them is essential
if wewish to obey God and truly understand
the meaning of His plan for humanity! To
better understand the significance of these
biblical festivals, request or download
our free booklet God'sHoly Day Plan:

The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.
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How D&le(ecover

From a

Costly

Mistake”?

When a broken bone heals, the body creates an area of increased density and strength
at the site of the break. Godly repentance from sexual sins can strengthen your life.

by Bonnie Greider

naChristian living class a a summer
camp in Missouri last year, campers
and staff were discussing the topic of
morality and dating. There was agreat
deal of conversation regarding the need to
remain pure and chaste while dating. Most
agreed that young men and women should
enter marriage without having engaged
in premarital sex.

But what if you dready have?\What if
you've dready had sexua relationshipsin
the past? Maybe you have fathered or borne
achild out of wedlock, or had an abortion.
Areyou no longer capable of ahappy, hedlthy
marriage relationship? How does God see
you?How do you see yourself?

No one can arguethat our ageisnot filled
with promiscuity. Sexual activity and conver-
sation punctuate virtualy every prime-time
television show. Movies, music and even
video games arefilled with the subject. It'sno
wonder that premarital sex is so widespread.

Right and wrong choices

God allows us to make choices. Sometimes
we make good ones, sometimeswe don't.
Some decisions have ramificationsthat last
for afew seconds, while otherslast alifetime.
If God loves us so much, why doesn't He stop
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us from making decisionsthat could jeopar-
dize our future happiness?\Why doesn't He
intervene and keep usfrom engaging in activ-
itiesthat will affect the rest of our lives?

Asamother of four children, | realize how
difficult being aparent can be. Children learn
thingsin different ways and stages. | vividly
recall one adventuresome child who was
determined that she could jump off of the
top bunk bed and not get hurt. After severa
admonitions, | left the room knowing exactly
what would occur within the next few sec-
onds. Thump. Then camethe yelp of pain that
| was expecting.

| quickly reentered the room, comforted her
and reminded her that sometimesit is better
to listen to the voice of experiencethan to
experiment on her own. However, it took two
more attempts before she got the point. Some-
timeswe learn from a soft voice of admoni-
tion, but when we refuseto hear it we pay a
penalty. Thelesson learned from firsthand
experience may be agreat teacher, butitis
aso the onethat causesthe most pain.

Not al of usarewilling to take admonition
from a cautionary word of correction. Some
do, but many don’'t. When welook at the
world around us, we see unmarried people
holding hands, kissing and engaging in sexudl

activity. These people appear to be happy.
They have somebody who makesthem fed
wanted and needed.

Why wouldn't this be agood thing? Why
would God not alow usto engage in some-
thing that feels so good? If Helovesus so
much, why does He forbid usfrom teking
partin some activitiesthat seem to be so
enjoyable?

Haveyou ever babysat asmall child,
maybe afour- or five-year-old? If you opened
the cupboard or refrigerator and asked the
childwhat hewould liketo est for dinner,
would he choose steamed broccoli with aside
of sautéed carrots? Or would he zeroin on the
icecream?

Little children don't know what isgood for
them. They know what they want and what
they like. Older children, and even adults, are
often the same. God adlowsthingsthat are
good or okay for us. Heforbidsthingsthat are
ultimately harmful even if we can't seewhy.
Somethingsare good in the right context but
harmful inthewrong one.

Inthe case of sex, He has ordained that its
usein theright context of aproper relaionship
isabeautiful blessing. When engaged in out-
Sdeof that context, sexud activity causes
problems and difficulties—sometimeswith

Stockbyte



resultsthet last for alifetime. AIDS, pregnancy
and sexualy transmitted diseasesare only a
few of those effects. When marriageisfinaly
entered into, likely with someone else, there
may be emotiona and psychologicad srains
on that relationship dueto past mistakes.

A painful but effective teacher

Sowhat if you have dready engaged in
sexud activity outside of marriage? What
doesthe future hold for you? How can you
have aright relationship with afuture spouse
and with God?

One of my children broke abonein her
hand playing sports. When the doctor was
puitting the cast on her hand, he told me that
the bone would heal in about six weeks or
50 and that the place where the break hed
occurred would become the strongest part
of her hand.

When abone hedls, the body createsan
areaof increased density and strength at the
steof the break. However, if an X-ray of the
location istaken, there will dwaysbe adefor-
mity in that spot. In other words, there will
awaysbeascar.

When we bresk God'slaws, there are
aways scars. Sometimesthey arenot visible
to those around us and sometimes they may
not show up for sometime, but they are till

repentant attitude. The story of the“prodigal”
son, found in Luke 15, isasterling example
of how aloving father welcomed back his
repentant son.

Another beautiful example of alove story
isfound in Ezekid 16. In thisaccount, God
speaks of finding His bride. She was cast
away to dieasaninfant. Yet Hetook herin
and protected her, providing everything she
needed to grow into a beautiful woman,
whereupon He married her. But her pride and
vanity caused her to defile hersdlf with other
lovers, committing fornication.

However, in time she became ashamed
of her actions and repented. God then took
her back and renewed His covenant with
her. We know that thisis spesking about His
people, Israel, who rejected Hislaws and
becameinvolved in the political and religious
systems of theworld. God wasforetelling
their repentance and Hisloving forgiveness.

Themarriage unioniscaled agreat mys-
tery that symbolizesthe relaionship between
Jesus Chrigt and the Church, the spiritual
Isradl. Chrigt will cometo marry HisBride
at Hisreturn. The Bride has not always been
faithful to Him and has had to repent. The
blood of Christ was shed for our sins, and
those whom He has called are cleansed
by that miracle.

What if you’ve already had sexual relationships, a child
out of wedlock or an ahortion? Are you no longer capable
of a happy, healthy marriage relationship?

there. They may be physicd, but, asaready
noted, they could also be emotiond or psy-
chologica. However, aswith ahealed bone,
areasthat previoudy suffered damage can
become areas of strength.

Learning lessonsthe hard way is painful
but often very effective. The humble repen-
tance that ensueswhen acritical lessonis
learned can belifelong and profound.

Oncethistype of true, godly repentance
isreached, the action that led to it isseldom
repeated. Not only that, but one who has had
to learn thisway and has actually turned from
past mistakesis often avery effective teacher
helping othersavoid the same sin.

How does God view us after repentance?

But how does God view us after we have
made such amistake and repented of it? The
Bible shows us some examples of how God,
the ultimate loving Parent, receivesone of His
children who comesto Himinahumbleand

Why isthis so important? Because every
single human being has sinned. Every one
of ushas had aneed to repent and must do so
onadaily basis. But when we do, our loving
Father hears our prayersandisquick to for-
give and remove our sins. Our sins, once scar-
let, become white as snow. Every sinbringsa
penalty, but thankfully the ultimate penalty—
death—was paid by Jesus Christ. No matter
what the sin, once true godly repentance has
occurred, God forgivesit totaly.

Doesthat meanit isbetter or just fineto
makemistakes?Not at dl. Lifeismade so
much harder that way. And because of the
power of habit, wrong lifestyles can be difficult
toforsake. If you can take advice and admoni-
tion from parents, family, friendsand from
God'sWord to start with, lifewill be much eas-
ier. But when painful mistakes are made, redl
repentance, striving with God'shelp to break
freeof sin, can lead to ahappy and rewarding
life—with apowerful lesson learned. G
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Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?

ho was Jesus of Nazareth? Where did He
come from? What did He teach?

Was He God in the flesh? Was He only a man?
Why did He die?

Few will dispute that a man
named Jesus lived 2,000 years

Jesus
Christ

The Beal Shory

FREE FOR THE ASKING!
Request your free copy of
this new booklet today!

ago and that He was a great teacher who impact-
ed the world from His time onward. But He has
always been a controversial figure.

He made a claim that was breathtaking in its
audacity—that He was the very Son of God,
the long-prophesied Messiah! Yet the religious

authorities in Jerusalem rejected Him, hated
Him and eventually succeeded in having Him put
to death.

Likewise, the local Roman civil authorities also
saw Him as a threat and became complicit in His
execution. The religions of His day, both Judaism
and paganism, opposed the growth of His teach-
ings and used unlawful and violent means to try
to destroy the Church He founded. The govern-
ment of Rome also came to vigorously persecute
the followers of this Jewish teacher from Galilee.

Today Jesus continues to be a controversial figure
who continues to arouse passions. Request your
free copy of Jesus Christ: The Real Story. Discover
the true, fascinating story that so few understand
—the story of the greatest Man who ever lived
and His little-understood message!

Visit our Web sites: www.gnmagazine.org and www.ucg.org
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