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What Is

True Leadership?

Which ingredients make an effective leader? And what makes
some leaders take tragic courses for themselves and their fellowmen?

by Jerold Aust

Prime Minister Winston Churchill, addressing the
House of Commons on May 13, 1940, soberly
described the Nazi threat to Britain: “T would say to the
House, as I said to those who have joined this govern-
ment: ‘I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears, and
sweat. We have before us an ordeal of the most griev-
ous kind. We have before us many, many months of
struggle and suffering. You ask, what is our policy? [
will say: It is to wage war by sea, land and air with all
our might and with all the strength God can gve us . . .
That is our policy. You ask what is our aim? I can
answer in one word. It is victory—victory at all costs,
victory in spite of all terror—victory, however long and
hard the road may be, for without victory there is no sur-
vival” (William Manchester, The Caged Lion, Michael
Joseph, London, 1988, pp. 682-683).

Historians have rightly acknowledged the leadership qualities of
Winston Churchill. However, Sir Winston didn’t become a great leader
overnight. Churchill’s leadership, like that of many great leaders, was
forged in the fires of life’s vagaries—great ambition occasionally set back,
risky decisions gone awry and jealousy from political opponents.

Luck and coincidence also play their roles in providing an aspiring
leader the opportunity to guide willing followers to success. But great lead-
ership isn’t easy or cheap. Of himself and his call to lead his country
Churchill said: “I felt as if I were walking with destiny, and that all my
past life had been but a preparation for this hour and for this trial”(7he
Gathering Storm, Houghton Mifflin, Boston, 1948, p. 38.).

Saga of setbacks and successes

Although Winston Churchill descended from the first duke
of Marlborough, his path to greatness was neither smooth nor
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simple. He attempted entrance to the Royal
Military College at Sandhurst, but failed
twice before enrolling.

He graduated from Sandhurst in 1894
and while on leave in 1895 served as a mil-
itary observer and correspondent with the
Spanish forces fighting guerrillas in Cuba.
In 1898 he took part at Omdurman, on the
Nile, in one of the last cavalry battles, a
long, thin red line of mounted men against
hordes of dervishes.

At the outbreak of the South African
War in 1899, he served as a news corre-
spondent and within a month of his
arrival was captured by the Boers. While
in prison in Pretoria, Churchill effected a
dramatic escape and returned to the front
in Natal. This made him famous over-
night and paved the way for him to set out
on a successful lecture tour of the United
States and shortly thereafter gain a seat
in Parliament.

Churchill began as a member of the
Conservative Party but became a Liberal

Martin Luther King Jr. ‘

member of Parliament because of his sym-
pathies for the Boer cause. He served as
president of the board of trade (1908-
1910), home secretary (1910-1911) and
first lord of the admiralty (1911-1915).

However, ill-conceived decisions and
setbacks in the campaign of the Darda-
nelles (1915) led to Churchill’s dismissal
as first lord of the admiralty. In his own
words, he was “ruined for the time being in
1915 over the Dardanelles, and a supreme
enterprise was cast away, through my try-
ing to carry out a major and cardinal opera-
tion from a subordinate position. Men are
ill-advised to try such ventures. This lesson
had sunk into my nature” (Churchill, 7he
Second World War, Vol. 2, p. 15).

This failure seemed at the time to signal
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the death of his political career, but he
rebounded and became secretary of state
for war and air (1919-1921). He took a
leading part in establishing the new Arab
states in the Middle East while supporting
the establishment of a Jewish national
homeland in Palestine.

He lost his seat in Parliament in the
1922 elections. He returned to the Con-
servative Party just in time to take up a
new post as chancellor of the exchequer
(1924-1929). Churchill wandered in the
political wilderness between 1929 and
1939. It was during these years that he
wrote his major works: Marlborough:

A History of the English-Speaking Peo-
ples; My Early Life; Thoughts and
Adventures; and Great Contemporaries.
In 1939, at the outset of war, Churchill
was recalled as first lord of the admiralty.

Other great leaders

Others who have made their indelible
marks on history include general and later
American president Dwight D. Eisen-

Adolf Hitler was a brilliant leader who
misused his talents. He marshaled treach-
ery and intimidation to dupe the German
people, exterminate much of Europe’s
Jewish population and devastate neighbor-
ing nations. Hitler could sense others’
weaknesses and relished their exploitation.
He understood that most leaders and their
peoples are reluctant to undertake a truly
violent exchange, and he knew how to
alternate terror with hints of accommoda-
tion to heighten that reluctance.

Idi Amin, Ugandan president from 1971
to 1979, killed some 100,000 of his coun-
trymen. His treachery eventually alienated
his allies, who, in turn, forced him to flee
for his own life. The sometime cannibal
resorted to terrorist tactics and murderous
abuse to control his countrymen.

Simultaneously feared and hated,
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin bears respon-
sibility for the deaths of 10 to 15 million
Soviet peasants between 1929 and 1933.

These examples, and many others from
the dark pages of history, illustrate that

“He who would have all men trust his judgment as to what is expedient
and honorable, should possess and be regarded as possessing genuine

hower, a leader who excelled as a builder
of coalitions; General George Patton, a
hard-driving, brilliant field commander;
General Douglas MacArthur, an excellent
strategist; and Field Marshal Bernard
Montgomery, a gifted but mercurial leader
whom Churchill described as “in defeat,
indomitable; in victory, insufferable”
(William Safire, Lend Me Your Ears, W.W.
Norton Co., New York, 1992, p. 132).

Conversely, President Harry Truman
was characterized by The New York Times
as being “‘without experience, without
knowledge, without prestige.” Yet in
1952, at the end of Truman’s presidency,
Churchill paid him a high compliment:
“I must confess, sir, I held you in very
low regard. I loathed your taking the
place of Franklin Roosevelt. I misjudged
you badly. Since that time, you more than
any other man have saved Western civi-
lization” (Safire, p. 43). Time and circum-
stance have a way of forging leadership
qualities in men and women.
Leaders gone wrong

History has given us leaders, both
famous and infamous. What made the
heroes great and the despots bad?
Leaders can be effective but dangerous.

¥ wisdom and excellence of character” —(Quintilian, Institutio Oratoria, IIl, viii, 13)

great leadership is more than just satisfying
one’s personal desires. Morality and right
values are also necessary. Let’s notice a
few characteristics of great leaders.

Functions of great leadership

One of the best ways to define great
leadership is through the roles played by
effective leaders. This takes us to the heart
of the matter, because, as the Bible says,
“you will know them by their fruits” (Mat-
thew 7:16). Let’s notice some characteris-
tics of great leaders:

* Vision and goals. Perhaps the most
important task of any leader is to gain
vision and to provide that vision to his
followers. From this vision flow the
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goals of the leader and the group.

President Ronald Reagan was a master
at projecting a vision for his fellow Amer-
icans. He was so adept at elucidating his
ideas for the country that ideological
opponents were found wanting by the
electorate. They could not supplant his
well-delivered imagery with a satisfactory
alternative.

This leadership role helped Reagan’s
listeners share his vision— that hard work,
moral living and personal responsibility
would reap the fruits of the American
Dream. Reagan’s goals flowed from his
hopeful vision.

You've likely heard the old saying that,
if you don’t know where you’re going,
you’ll probably wind up somewhere else.
Vision shows us the purpose for living,
and a goal gives direction to that vision.
Together they shore up an optimistic
belief in our future.

Ronald Reagan

Ends and means

* Ethics and credibility. A leader’s
actions are governed by his ethics, but a
leader’s credibility depends on how he is
viewed by other people.

Niccolo Machiavelli, the 16th-century
philosopher, advised that leaders should,
when necessary, resort to lies and
hypocrisy to accomplish their ends (John
Gardner, On Leadership, Free Press, New
York, 1993, p. 17).

History reveals that approach to be
a poor substitute for good leadership.
Good leaders must show themselves ethi-
cal in their words and actions if they are
to develop trust and credibility in their
followers.

Ancient orators, philosophers and writ-
ers taught the virtues of ethics and credibil-
ity. Aristotle, for example, spoke of the

three artistic means of persuasion at the
disposal of the public speaker, one of
which was ethos, or the speaker’s ethics,
which is a function of his character Aristo-
tle saw this as an essential ingredient in
persuading audiences.

Quintilian said, “He who would have all
men trust his judgment as to what is expe-
dient and honorable, should possess and be
regarded as possessing genuine wisdom
and excellence of character” (Institutio
Oratoria, 111, viii, 13).

* Respect and ability to teach. Respect
and the ability to teach leadership are
qualities people expect in a great leader.
Respect for a leader motivates his con-
stituents to action. Great leaders effec-
tively teach and can help others develop
leadership.

Churchill was respected by his coun-
trymen during the critical years of World
War II. Had he not earned their respect,
they would not have followed him. He
instilled hope in his countrymen when
there was little hope to be found. The
news of Hitler’s victories on other fronts,
the incessant bombings of London, the

fearful sounds of V-2 rockets and the lack |

of food and weapons all contributed to
potentially overwhelming depression and
hopelessness.

But Churchill was not one to be
intimidated. His dominant qualities
were courage—he seemed never to lack
faith—and imagination. He possessed a
powerful, original and fertile intellect. He
was intensely loyal and magnanimous and
exhibited an affectionate nature with a mis-
chievous humor. He learned oratory the
hard way, became its master and evoked a
natural wit. As much as anything,
Churchill was a man of action. He was a
charming, ebullient and endearing genius.

Churchill’s credibility and determina-
tion were evident in his famous speech to
the House of Commons on June 4,1940:
“We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to
the end. We shall fight in France, we shall
fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight
with growing confidence and growing
strength in the air, we shall defend our
island, whatever the cost may be, we shall
fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the
landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields
and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills;
we shall never surrender.”

The British knew his past: his bulldog
persistence, fearlessness in combat, hope-
ful speeches. These created a readiness in

them and a willingness to follow his lead
in their darkest days.

* Understanding and wisdom. An
understanding of human nature and human
needs separates the best leaders from the
only average. “Leaders can accomplish a
great deal if they understand the needs of
their constituents. There are, in any popu-
lation, enormous energies to be tapped by
those who understand how to reach them”
(Gardner, p. 184).

Wisdom is the ability to do the right
thing at the right time. Churchill could read
the signs of his times, and he could read
people. When, early in his political career,
he uncovered an opportunity to better
serve his people, he shifted parties from

Mahatma Gandhi

the Conservative, enabling him to serve
within a long-lived Liberal government
(1906-1918).

A wise person recognizes the value of
humility. As Nicolas Boileau-Despreaux
put it, “The wisest man is generally he who
thinks himself the least so.” Mahatma
Gandhi thought it “unwise to be too sure
of one’s own wisdom. It is healthy to be
reminded that the strongest might weaken
and the wisest might err”

Humility begets wisdom, plowing the
fertile ground in which wisdom can grow
and bear fruit. The best leaders are the
understanding and wise, those who real-
ize the complexities of human thought
and experience.

The wisest leaders often become mod-
els for later leaders. George Washington is
still thought of as the father of his country.
Abraham Lincoln became an American
symbol of equality and freedom. Church-
ill’s indomitable nature symbolized the
tenacious English outlook. Gandhi, Martin
Luther King, de Gaulle and Einstein are all

Continued on page 19
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Behind the Headlines
England's
Growing Isolation

As the nations of mainland Europe become tightly bound together politically, economically
and militarily, what are the consequences of England’s more-independent path?

by Melvin Rhodes

recent article in The European showed that
“Britain faces increasing isolation as negotia-
tions over the revision of the Maastricht treaty

come to a head” (September 5-11). Nations on the
Continent fear that “Britain’s reluctance to accept
any radical revisions in the treaty could still seri-
ously inhibit the [treaty] process.”

Before we consider the state of English affairs,
we should sketch in some historical background.

The coming of the Conqueror

One of the most significant events in English his-
tory was the Norman Conquest, which followed the
Battle of Hastings in 1066. England’s King Harold
was defeated by the armies of a Norman, Duke
William, whose kingdom occupied what is now
northern France.

From that point, for 400 years, England’s kings,
descendants of William the Conqueror, ruled not
only England but parts of France. During this time
they also acquired Wales, which became a part of
the English kingdom.

One of England’s greatest monarchs, Elizabeth I,
died in 1603, leaving no heirs. Her nearest relative
was her cousin Mary Queen of Scots’son, King
James VI of Scotland, who was invited to London to
become James I of England. James ruled both king-

bolized the determination of the British people to
preserve their freedom and that of the Continent.

Perhaps half or more of the British people are  preeminence of the British Empire in world affairs

disillusioned with European Union membership. during the 15th and early 20th centuries. The Scots
and Irish served disproportionately in the military

Continued interference in the country’s internal affql IS and were great colonizers, settling in British posses-
from the European capital of Brussels angers British  sions throughout the world.
voters frustrated at their loss of independence. ~ More than 100 years ago,after the Irish potato
famine, which devastated the island, a predomi-
doms, which he named Great Britain. The whole nantly Catholic Irish nationalist movement began,
island was united for the first time under one crown.  which led to independence for most of Ireland in
In the early 1700s Scotland and England formally 1921. The northern part of the island, mostly Protes-
united, with one parliament for the whole island. tant, opted to remain within the United Kingdom.
To the west, Ireland had become an English pos-  Conflict continues in Northern Ireland, with the mil-
session under the reign of Henry II (1154-1189). itant Irish Republican Army (IRA) agitating for
In 1801 it formally united with Great Britain to form a union of the whole of Ireland while Protestants
the United Kingdom. The full union of all the insist on continued association with Britain.
nations of the British Isles contributed greatly to the England, with 45 million people in an area the
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Many in England are concerned about
loss of economic sovereignty as the 15
member countries of the European
Union strive for increasing economic
and financial unity.

size of Michigan, dominates the British
Isles. Scotland, with 5.5 million people,
is the second most populous area, while
Wales has almost 3 million people. The
Irish Republic’s population is now more
than 4 million, while Northern Ireland
has 1.5 million.

England is the birthplace of the
Industrial Revolution. With its greater
population and economic strength, it has
dominated the other peoples of the Brit-
ish Isles.

As in so many other areas, balance of
power is changing with the U.K’s contin-
ued membership in the European Union
(EU), formerly the Common Market.

For almost 500 years, after the loss of
its French possessions and its break from
the church of Rome, Britain maintained
its independence from mainland Europe,
emphasizing ties with its colonies
throughout the world. To ensure its free-
dom and prosperity, the country financed
the largest naval force in the world until
well into this century. Britain involved
itself in European affairs only when
specifically threatened or when a change
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in the balance of power on the Continent
could ultimately threaten her interests.
Britain’s strength lay beyond the seas.

This all changed after World War I1.
That six-year conflict left Britain in
financial straits and left the British peo-
ple with no will to continue policing the
world and ruling an empire. Decoloniza-
tion followed. As American journalist
Flora Lewis explained in her book
Europe: A Tapestry of Nations “‘empire
did not last so long for Britain as the dis-
torting effect of nostalgia makes it seem.
It did change the nation’s sense of itself,
and the loss of its vast domain was dis-
orienting” (Unwin Hyman, London,
1988, p. 61).

Searching for solutions, by 1962
British leaders were openly advocating

In earlier centuries, the British Isles were fragmented into competing fiefdoms. Will
this pattern be repeated, with England becoming isolated from its neighbors?
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closer ties to Europe, significantly alter-
ing the country’s direction. On January
1, 1973, Britain entered the European
Economic Community, now the Euro-
pean Union. Britain’s entry into the six-
nation organization encouraged others
to follow suit.

Membership in the union now stands at
15. Tt is the most powerful economic bloc
on earth, with a gross national product
more than double that of the United States.

A quarter of a century later, perhaps
half or more of the British people are

e I _
London’s Tower Bridge is a proud sym-
bol of Victorian England at the apex of
the British Empire’s power and influence.

disillusioned with EU membership.
Continued interference in the country’s
internal affairs from what are perceived
to be heavy-handed bureaucrats in the
European capital of Brussels angers
British voters frustrated at their loss

of independence.

The British tend to identify with their
cousins across the Atlantic and through-
out the Commonwealth who speak
English and share a common culture.

Pressure on EU member countries to
commit to a common currency, thereby
surrendering control of their own

finances, leaves Britain and some other
Continued on page 16
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UN describes worsening world
economic conditions

The rich are getting richer, and the
poor are getting even poorer,
according to this year’s United
Nations annual human-devel-
opment report.

The report states that in
the last 15 years more than
a billion people worldwide
saw their income fall. The
report characterized this
figure as an indicator of

increasing widespread eco-
nomic  trouble throughout
the world, noting that only 200
million had experienced similar
loss of income in the 15 years from
1965 to 1980.
This overall drop in income affects almost
100 countries and nearly a third of the world’s population,
according to the report. Incomes in 43 countries were lower
in 1995 than in 1970, 25 years earlier.

The UN report described these income  declines as
“unprecedented, far exceeding in duration, and sometimes
in depth, the declines of the Great Depression of the 1930s
in the industrial countries.”

The economic impact of AIDS is huge, said the report. On
average, the world lost 1.3 years of development in the last
decade because of the devastation in some countries
brought about by AIDS: The nation of Zambia was set back
more than a decade and Tanzania eight years as a result of
AIDS: It is how said to be the leading cause of death for

According to a UN report, income declines
in much of the world are “unprecedented, far
exceeding in duration, and sometimes in
depth, the declines of the Great Depression of
the 1930s in the industrial countries.”

adults under 45, affecting the poor the most, said the report.

The report also described quality of life in the post-Cold
War era and noted that the United States’ obsession with
sex, drugs and television *“gives cause for concern.” Televi-
sion consumes 40 percent of the free time of Americans,
resulting in ‘‘a'sharp reduction in voluntary activity.”

It also noted that the United States ranks second in drug
crimes in developed countries, and its 90,000 rapes a year are
four times that: of the next-highest ‘industrial country.
(Source: Gannett News Service.)

Nonsmokers in jeopardy:

Earlier this year researchers from South America pre-
sented their studies on 2,000 nonsmokers (regularly exposed
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to smokers) to the European Society of Cardiology:in Bir-
mingham, England. Their conclusions reinforce concerns
about the dangers of passive smoking.

Writes Glenda Cooper: “Living with a heavy smoker more
than doubles your risk of heart attacks ... The more your rel-
atives smoke, the greater the dangers you face. And for peo-
ple:who already have known risk factors such as diabetes,
high blood pressure or-a family history of coronary heart dis-
ease—the hazards are even greater.”

In‘years past not much was -known about the scientific
dangers of smoking. However, the increasingly harmful
effects become more obvious with every passing year. Of
course, long-time smokers can experience great difficulty in
kicking the habit.

However, society: has a moral obligation to take the lead
in protecting people from the dangerous effects of smoking.
The evidence is clear that smoking is a killer, not just for
smokers themselves, but for their loved ones. (Source: The
Independent.)

Middle East peace process in deep trouble

Riots and clashes in September that led to the deaths of
more than 70 people and injuries to 1,000 were another
tragic reminder of the tenuousness of peace in the Middle
East. Both Palestinians and Israelis blamed the latest round
of bloodshed on the policies and actions of the other before
negotiations brought a cautious cease-fire.

Con Coughlin; in Jerusalem for The Sunday Telegraph,
commented on the fragility of peace before the fighting
broke out: “As both sides in the Arab-Israeli dispute con-
tinue to display their pathological penchant for diplomatic
brinkmanship .. . the delicate fabric of the Middle East
peace process is in danger.”” He aptly titled his article “‘Peace
Turns to Dust.”

Mr. Coughlin‘called his accompanying article ““Foundering
on the Rock of Jerusalem.” This title recalls to mind the
words of the Hebrew prophet Zechariah: *I shall make
Jerusalem a rock too heavy for any people to remove, and all
who try to carry it will be torn by it’”” (Zechariah 12:3, Revised
English Bible).

These ancient words lend poetic justice and prophetic
truth to current events in the Holy City and its environs.
(Sources: The Times; The Sunday Telegraph.)

Northern Irish peace also in jeopardy

With the resumption of bombings by the Irish Republican
Army, the situation in Northern Ireland fares no better than
that of the Middle East. One local politician observed: “‘In all my
years| have never seen so much bitterness and hatred on both
sides.” Writer David McKittrick surveyed the bleak political
landscape and titled his article ““‘Ulster: Back to:Square One.”

Mr. McKittrick quotes a 16th-century English civil ser-
vant: “It is a proverb of old date, that the pride of France,
the treason of England, and the war of Ireland, shall never
have end. Which proverb, touching the war of Ireland, is
like[ly] ‘alway[s] to continue, without God set in men’s
breasts to find some new remedy that was never found

Conditi
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before” (emphasis ours). (Source: The Independent.)

The Bible makes clear that this new remedy will be found.
The inhabitants of Jerusalem and Northern Ireland will one

day lay aside their arms and embrace their former enemies
as brothers (Isaiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-4).

“The war of Ireland. is like[ly] alway]s]

to continue, without God set in men’s

breasts to find some new remedy. that
was never found before.”

Fathers’ involvement important
to children’s well-being

A father’s attention pays off in. more education and less
delinquent behavior, according to an 11-year study of 584
intact American families.

“Fathers seem to play a real role here, and in some cases
it’s different than the mothers’,” said Kathleen Mullan Har-
ris, sociologist at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, at a meeting of the American Sociological Association.

The study tracked children who were 7 to 11 years old
when the research began and followed them for 11 years
until they were 18 to 22 at the study’s end.

Although the children said they participated in activities
with their fathers almost as often as with their mothers, dif-
ferences in the impact of fathers were significant by the end
of the study period. Two results were evident: The more the
children shared activities with their fathers and the closer
their emotional bonds with them, the fewer the problems
with juvenile delinquency and the higher the educational
level attained by the children.

Emotional bonds with fathers and shared activities with
them led to these results irrespective of whether the children
were male or female. (Source: USA Today.)

Do-it-yourself morality condemned

The archbishop of Canterbury told 20,000 people in
Corby, England, that Christians should stand up for tradi-
tional moral values and not be sidelined by a do-as-you-
please philosophy.

“At present we live in a society where so often the impres-
sion is given that the only thing that cannot be tolerated is
saying that something is wrong,”” the archbishop is quoted
as saying. “In the midst of such thinking the truly radical
Christian disciple is going to have to swim against the tide
and say that there are moral standards—both personal and
corporate—we set aside at our peril.”

Morality, then, is much more than a matter of personal
opinion. There is only one opinion that possesses all the
essential moral credentials worthy of our allegiance: Itis con-
tained in a large document composed over a 1,000-year
span. Queen Elizabeth Il was reminded of its existence and
value during her coronation in 1953, when these words were
written and spoken.

the World

“Our gracious Queen: to keep Your Majesty ever mindful
of the Law and Gospel of God as the Rule of the whole life
and government of Christian princes, we present you with
this Book; the most valuable thing that this world affords.
Here is Wisdom: This is the royal Law. These are the lively ora-
cles of God.”

This book, of course, is the Bible. Similar words were
written in its pages for biblical monarchs (Deuteronomy.
17:18-20). Yet in Britain, according to the archbishop’s own
words, “we are now seeing the consequences of privileged
DIY [do-it-yourself] morality working itself out in our soci-
ety.” (Sources: The Times; The Daily Telegraph; The Coro-
nation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, June 2, 1953,
publisher: The Queen.)

Bacteria, parasites, viruses
threatening U.S. water

Microscopic waterborne organisms are replacing poten-
tial cancer-causing chemicals as the primary threat to drink-
ing water in some U.S; cities, according to health officials.

“Most of these organisms have been around for eons, but
we’re just now beginning to detect them;”” said Dennis
Juranek of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
He noted that more people are aware: of the problem
because of reports of serious illness and deaths caused by
microbial complications.

The centers estimate that up to 1,000 people die annually
and as many asa million are sickened from microbial illnesses
stemming from drinking water. In 1993 some 100 people
died in Milwaukee from water containing cryptosporidium,
an organism resistant to chlorine, the disinfectant most
effective and most widely used for drinking water in the
United States.

Most healthy people are relatively unaffected by ingest-

The Centers for Disease Control estimate

that up to 1,000 people die annually and as
many.as a million are sickened from micro-
bial illnesses stemming from drinking water.

ing such bacteria, parasites and viruses and may feel dis-
comfort ‘that can be mistaken' for intestinal viruses.
However, for: those with weakened immune systems
unable ‘to fight off bacterial attack—such as cancer
patients, the elderly and those suffering from HIV-related
infections—water containing such organisms can be fatal,
as was shown in Milwaukee.

Even in Washington, D.C.; residents have expressed con-
cerns-about their drinking water since the city’s aging water
pipes were found to harbor large concentrations of bacteria.

Many: of these organisms have: only recently been
detected, and efforts are under way to study them'to find
ways to prevent further threat to the nation’s drinking-
water supplies. (Source: The Associated Press.)

—Scott Ashley and John Ross Schroeder
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Continued from page 13

member countries feeling threatened and
isolated. European panic over contami-
nated British beef hasn’t helped matters.
Even the European Football (soccer)
Championships, held in England in June,
brought out latent anti-European feel-
ings, with one popular newspaper paro-
dying Neville Chamberlain’s 1939
declaration of war on Germany.

However, it is not British national-
ism that is the main thrust of this anti-
European feeling. It is, rather, English
nationalism. Anti-European feeling is
not shared by the non-English peoples of
the British Isles, who feel that they have
benefited from EU membership, which
has helped them lessen their dependence
on England.

For example, before membership in
the EU, the Irish Republic depended on
the United Kingdom for more than 80
percent of its trade. Today that depen-
dence is down to less than 30 percent.
Meanwhile, Wales has attracted massive
investment from Far Eastern countries
anxious to take advantage of low wages
and easy access to the giant Euro market.
In Scotland it’s not so much a love of
Europe as disenchantment with London’s
rule that encourages the Scots to look to
Europe for independence from England.

Aware of a rising tide of Scottish
nationalism, the British prime minister
decided, in consultation with the queen,
to return to Scotland the Stone of Scone
(thymes with spoon), or Stone of Des-
tiny. The stone was used by the Scots in
their coronation ceremonies before being
seized and taken from Scotland 700
years ago by the English King Edward I
(the same king depicted in the recent
movie Braveheart).

The stone has sat under the coronation
chair in London for hundreds of years.
Successive monarchs have been crowned
over it, including Queen Elizabeth II.
Tradition has it that the stone was the one
used by the Jacob described in Genesis
28. It is of great importance and histori-
cal significance to the peoples of Scot-
land and England.

Officially the stone is being moved
from one part of the queen’s realm to
another and will be returned to London
for future coronations. But the psycho-
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logical effect of its return to the Scottish
capital of Edinburgh may further fuel
the fires of Scottish nationalism and pos-
sibly contribute to the disintegration of
the kingdom.

Scotland isn’t the only land dissatis-
fied with London’s rule. A nationalist
movement has been active in Wales for
some time. Wales, traditionally a strong-
hold of the socialist British Labor Party,
is disgruntled with 17 years of Conserva-
tive Party rule, which has left the Welsh

close ties with communities of like mind
throughout the world, it would find itself
dangerously isolated and considerably
weakened. At the same time, the other 14
members of the EU will take steps that
bring them closer to a full economic, mil-
itary and political union.

Whether Britain stays in or comes
out of the union, it no longer can influ-
ence the balance of power on the Conti-
nent. France and Germany are the
dominant powers on the Continent. Both

Scotland isn’t the only land dissatisfied with London’s rule.
A nationalist movement has been active in Wales for some
time. Even some “loyalists” (Protestants) of Northern

Ireland have turned against London for what they perceive
as compromise with the Irish Republic and terrorist leaders.

feeling alienated.

Even some “loyalists” (Protestants)
of Northern Ireland, still a part of the
United Kingdom, have turned against
London for what they perceive as com-
promise with the Irish Republic and
terrorist leaders.

Further attempts to bring peace to
Northern Ireland through concessions
could result in a militant Protestant back-
lash that could prove violent for Britain
and the Republic of Ireland.

The English themselves felt consterna-
tion during the soccer-championship
semifinal game between England and
Germany. Newspapers reported that non-
whites throughout England watching the
game in pubs supported the Germans over
the English team, the result of built-up
resentment against perceived prejudice.

An awareness is growing through.
Europe that Britain’s membership in the
EU enables small nations to gain inde-
pendence while still benefiting from an
attachment to a larger economic entity.
This perception greatly contributes to
nationalist movements throughout
Europe, not least in the United Kingdom.

Rising anti-European feeling has led
to a resurgence of English nationalism.
Some Britons are now openly talking
about pulling out of Europe, rather than
going into the full the currency union
scheduled for just three years from now.

If England does pull out of the EU, it
could quitepossibly find itself again sur-
rounded by unfriendly peoples, both on
the Continent and closer to home. After
centuries building up its strong union and

remain close to each other and value their
mutual relationship more than their
friendship with Britain.

The lessons of history are forgotten.

What it all means

The Bible reveals that God is the
One who makes and unmakes nations.
Their fate is not beyond His control.
Jesus Christ noted that God is “Lord of
heaven and earth” (Matthew 11:25). God
is aware of the direction of intemational
affairs and the plans and designs of
the nations.

God says through the pen of the
prophet Isaiah: “Behold, the nations are
as a drop in a bucket, and are counted as
the small dust on the scales; look, He lifts
up the isles as a very little thing” (Isaiah
40:15). Man’s plans do not escape
God’s attention.

God is not intimidated by the activities
of humans. “He brings the princes to
nothing; He makes the judges of the
earth useless” (verse 23). God is in con-
trol! That is why His people—those who
have put their trust in Him—have noth-
ing to fear.

His purpose is to bring about that
period in future history that the apostle
Peter called “the times of restoration of
all things” (Acts 3:21). In biblical termi-
nology the times of restoration are when
the Kingdom of God will rule the earth.

To learn more about this promised era,
and the events leading up to it, be sure to
request our free booklet The Gospel of the
Kingdom. You may contact us at the phone
numbers or addresses on page 2. GN
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get your kicks in life—but not those that kick you in the teeth!

by Les McCullough

ound counsel can be packed into
S only a few words. When I was in

my teens, I heard a small-town
police officer say something that has
stayed with me. Several of my friends and
I were in possession of some beer in a car
when the officer pulled us over. He didn’t
arrest or ticket us. He made us pour the
beer on the ground. “What you are
today,” he told us, “is what you will be
20 years from now.”

That officer’s saying stuck with me
because I didn’t want at age 36 to be as
reckless and irresponsible as I was at age
16. The 13 words uttered by that police-
man made an impact on me. Their effect
wasn’t immediate, but they tempered my
actions from then on.

I began to think seriously about what
I wanted to do and realized I wanted to
achieve more than my parents had. I loved
my father and mother, and they were fine
people, but they were limited by their back-
ground and education. I wanted a career
that I enjoyed, not one that just earned me a
living. My father had a job, but my mother
had to work to help pay their way. That
wasn’t how I wanted to live.

Some kids act responsibly

Do young people want only to have fun
and bear no responsibility? Actually, what
may be surprising to some is that many of
them show a surprising capacity for
responsible decision-making.

But they need guidance and training in
making right decisions. Parents should start
when their children are young to teach and
direct them to see all sides of a question,
then let them know that as they mature
some decisions will fall to them, although
others will still require input from adults.

How many parents live in the house
they want in the city they want or even in
the country they want? How many

~

other young people are they looking to as
examples of kids having fun? Let’s take a
look, not just at a young person’s acquain-
tances, but at young people as a whole.
What have been the fruits of the culture
of the 20th century on a worldwide scale?
Generally speaking, are most young peo-
ple having fun? In fact, are any of them
having any fun at all?
Struggling just to live
Look at Afghanistan, the Middle East,
Central America, Ethiopia, Iran, China, the

Learn to look at the big picture, to think long range—
not just what will make you happy for the next hour.

have the job they want? How many take
the vacation they want when they want?

If you are a young person, go to your
parents and seriously ask them those ques-
tions. You may be surprised at the answers.

For many, the necessities of life dictate
location and career. Often it is too late in
life to make discretionary changes in job or
residence. Less-than-ideal decisions early
in life will affect their lives forever.

But, with the passing of time, people
tend to grow wiser. A parent who says no
to his child may be attempting, perhaps
unwisely, to spare the child from making
mistakes that would adversely affect his
life. It is easier just to say no than to say
no and then explain the reasons for deny-
ing permission.

If you are a parent, perhaps you should
ask questions of your children and keep an
open mind about the answers. The teenage
years are a difficult time, when life is excit-
ing and so much looks so desirable. Your
children can’t help wanting to be a part of
it. Their friends appear to be having so
much fun.

Wait a minute. Is that true? What

inner cities of nations around the world.
People in these places strive for their ver-
sion of happiness. But you can hardly call
their striving fun.

Street urchins struggle just to live. They
don’t want to die, but they do. They die by
the thousands for what they want in life, or
they die for no good reason at all.

Children in some countries are slaugh-
tered because they were born into the
wrong ethnic background. Others simply
get in somebody else’s way. Some are
abused just because they were unlucky
enough to exist. Others struggle to find
food to survive on. These youngsters are
not having much fun.

If we reflect honestly, most of us read-
ing this have much more than the basic
necessities of life. We expect a better life
than most of the world can ever live.

What we want, young and old alike, are
the good times we see portrayed on televi-
sion or in the movies or that we read about
in magazines—parties, music, dancing, the
kicks in life. Unfortunately, and we don’t
like to think about this, the kicks in life too
often turn around and kick us in the teeth.
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They exact a penalty that may cripple us in
some way for the rest of our lives. Parents
sense that this can happen; that’s another
reason they frequently say no.

Each year hundreds of thousands of
unmarried women and girls give birth to
unwanted babies. They shed millions of
tears just because they and the babies’
fathers wanted to have a little fun. The fun
was short-lived, but the pain endures. More
than one fourth of American families are
now headed by a single female parent.
Most of those families live in poverty.

Living in poverty while raising an ille-
gitimate child is not much fun. If you had
planned your life, that wouldn’t be what
you wanted for your children.

Not much fun

Statisticians say that every day 5,000
people try cocaine for the first time. In
most of the world’s large cities, 50 to 90
percent of crime is drug-related. In the
United States, 60 percent of crime is com-
mitted by people under 22 years old. Many
criminals come from fatherless families
and economically distressed areas.

Not much lasting happiness, not much
fun, is to be found among these people.
Their unhappiness is the tragic result of
wrong decisions.

The teen years—such a vital time of
life—pass so quickly. During those seven
years of adolescence, you make deci-
sions, or you choose not to make deci-
sions. Either way, your decisions or the
lack of them will bring results that will

last a lifetime.

Chances are that you as a young
person do not want to make many
of life’s important decisions dur-

ing your adolescent years. You

hegI

may even realize that you are not ready to
make such decisions. But, like it or not,
the teen years are the scary time of small
decisions that burgeon into big conse-
quences as you grow into adulthood. You
must learn to control your future life by
the decisions you make, not the ones you
don’t make.

All this is not as complicated as it
sounds. Thousands of years ago the Eter-
nal God gave instructions on how to live.
Those teachings are listed in Exodus 20
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and referred to in Deuteronomy 30:11:
“For this commandment which I com-
mand you today is not too mysterious for
you, nor is it far off.”

You can direct your life. Wise deci-
sions—sound judgment—start with small
matters. As you mature and prove your
ability to make good decisions, you can
make bigger and more important deci-
sions. Each one provides a basis for the
next one. Learn to look at the big picture,
to think long range—not just what will
make you happy for the next hour. Ask
yourself what will make you happy 20
years from now.

Decisions made now affect
the remainder of your life

Consider this question for a moment:
Why are your parents the way they are?
Why do your father and mother have the
jobs they have? Perhaps your father grows
a beautiful vegetable garden and loves to
work in the yard. So why isn’t he a farmer?
Maybe he wishes he were.

Recognize that your father may have
the job he has because he decided at one
time that school wasn’t fun. His peers—his
friends and classmates, the crowd he hung
out with—influenced him, just as do your
friends. His peers may have left school to
earn money for that all-important car so
they could have fun. Now he doesn’t have
the skills he needs to hold the job of his
dreams. Now maybe it is too late for your
father to make a change.

Maybe your mother decided to drop out
of school or not attend college because she
wanted to get married. Homemaking is
certainly a worthy career, but if she
planned to stay at home she may have
neglected skills that would help her if she

e people decide not to smoke because they know the
h problems that can come from lighting up a cigarette.

ever had to work outside the

home. Now millions of mothers

are in the tragic situation of try-

ing to support young children—

and teenagers—without a husband and
with few marketable job skills.

As any of them will tell you, that’s no
fun. That’s life, and it isn’t easy. Life is a
lot of work. However, life can include fun
if you make the right decisions.

llliterate graduates

Recently the Education Reform Act
became law in England and Wales because
as many as 80 percent of students in Brit-
ain were failing in school.

The Dallas (Texas) Morning News
recently ran an article that stated that eight
out of 10 American high-school students
could not pass an algebra test. A frighten-
ing number of young people are finishing
their secondary education as near illiter-
ates. What does the future hold for them
and their future families?

The man who is said to have been the
wisest person who ever lived, King Solo-
mon, didn’t want his son to make the mis-
takes he had made. Even wise people make
mistakes. Solomon tried to pass on to his
son—and any of us who read his writ-
ings—some important rules to live by.

Imagine for a minute a fatherly man
with sadness in his eyes and a voice with
Just a touch of weariness. He regrets his
foolish mistakes, which he is wise enough
to recognize. He desperately wants to see
his children spared unnecessary heartache.
“My son,” he says, “do not forget my law,
but let your heart keep my commands; for
length of days and long life and peace they
will add to you” (Proverbs 3:1-2).

How does this work? Does something
mystical occur when a son hears his
father’s advice? Does just keeping correct
principles in mind somehow, almost
magically, add days to your life?

No, obviously not. Natural benefits
come from following sound principles.
For example, some people do not smoke
because they realize the health problems
that can come from lighting up a cigarette.
They quit smoking or never even started
because that is the sensible, logical, practi-
cal thing to do to lessen the threat of heart
and lung diseases later in life. Others have
learned they cannot properly control the
use of alcohol. Therefore, to avoid prob-
lems, they don’t drink. Still others go
through life carefully watching their diet




to avoid the health and social problems
that come with obesity.

Each of these—the nonsmoker, the tee-
totaler and the sensible eater—gives up
momentary gratification for the hope of
years of health and comfort. Such
people should be admired and
supported for taking control of
and improving their lives.

“He who loves silver will not
be satisfied with silver; nor he
who loves abundance, with
increase. This also is vanity.
When goods increase, they
increase who eat them; so what
profit have the owners except to
see them with their eyes? The
sleep of a laboring man is sweet,
whether he eats little or

as part of a way of living that extracted a
terrible price. He looked back and wished
he had paid attention to instruction that
could have saved him agony.

You can’t change some things, and

.As you mature and prove your ability to make good
decisions, you can make more important ones.

much; but the abundance of the rich
will not permit him to sleep” (Ecclesi-
astes 5:10-12).

Can you grasp the truth of that state-
ment? Maybe you can’t imagine amassing
too much silver or gold. But the sad truth
is that people with fabulous fortunes don’t
automatically feel successful or enjoy
peace of mind.

Don’t hate instruction

The wrong way of life is per-
sonified in Proverbs 5 as an
immoral woman. Her way of living looks
good. It looks like fun. It appears sweet
and desirable. But it leads to agony. The
description ends: “And you mourn at last,
when your flesh and your body are con-
sumed, and say: How I have hated
instruction, and my heart despised correc-
tion! I have not obeyed the voice of my
teachers, nor inclined my ear to those
who instructed me!”

Does that sound familiar? Many of
those afflicted with sexually transmissible
diseases (STDs) as a result of sexual sins
are living out the description in Proverbs
5. God hasn’t personally afflicted each

one of them, but a loose, immoral way
of life is usually the cause. (Tragi-
cally, others who are innocent
of such wrongdoing also suf-
fer from the explosion of
STDs.)
The person described in
Proverbs 5 did what he wanted

one thing you surely cannot
change is the temporal
nature of human life. It lasts
only a short time. Recognize
that it is short, but make it as truly sweet
as possible, realizing that there is some-
thing far more important beyond it that
will last forever.

The apostle John said, “For all that is
in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not
of the Father but is of the world. And the
world is passing away, and the lust of it;
but he who does the will of God abides
forever” (1 John 2:16-17).

John was emphasizing that the vigor,
health, energy and zest for life of a young
man or woman decrease with time.
Human life, its activities and fun will
cease. The way of mankind disappears
and is no more. But a life patterned after
God’s way produces lasting happiness. It
is liberally sprinkled with fun.

The key, then, is to take charge of
your life now, whatever your age. Begin
making decisions that will allow you to
spend the rest of your life happy. You
can’t change much of what you are phys-
ically. But you can be in charge of what
you become. Be sure that what you want
isn’t just for the moment. Enjoy yourself
and be happy for all the right reasons.

If you do this, you will not just live
happily until you die. You will be happy
with the Eternal God forever. GN

Leadership

Continued from page 11

icons among their constituents.

Considering the great leaders of the
past, the question remains: Whatever hap-
pened to the leadership of days gone by?
Further, what kind of leadership can we
look forward to in the future?

Look forward to superior leadership
Ronald Reagan believed great leader-
ship existed in the ordinary person: “Those

who say that we'’re in a time when there
are no heroes, they just don’t know where
to look. You can see heroes every day. I am
addressing the heroes of whom I speak”
(Walter Fisher, Human Communication as
Narration, University of South Carolina
Press, Columbia, 1989, pp. 154-155). The
former American president realized that
good leadership is drawn from the experi-
ences of ethical people, whether they are
famous or ordinary.

Your Bible also speaks of leadership—
not just good or great leadership, but supe-
rior leadership.

According to the Bible, the greatest
leader who ever lived was a man named
Jesus Christ (Philippians 2:9). His approach
to leadership was simple: to give His life as
a sacrifice for the whole of mankind. “God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us” (Romans 5:7-8). God sent His Son
“that the world through Him might be
saved” (John 3:17).

Jesus Christ showed remarkable vision
at the most critical time of His physical
life. He knew why He was to die; He was
to lay down His life for all mankind. He
kept that vision always before Him, even
while He was hanging from the stake.
Jesus knew “that all things were now
accomplished, that the Scripture might
be fulfilled” (John 19:28). He had accom-
plished His great goal.

Jesus’ ethics were exemplary; His credi-
bility, among those who had witnessed His
life and resurrection, was unquestioned:
“Who committed no sin, nor was deceit
found in His mouth; who when He was
reviled, did not revile in return; when He
suffered, He did not threaten, but commit-
ted Himself to Him who judges right-
eously” (1 Peter 2:22-23).

Because of the respect commanded by

Continued on page 31
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Archaeology and Genesis:
What Does the Record Show?

by Mario Seiglie

n the September-October issue,
The Good News examined several
archaeological finds that illumi-

nate portions of the book of Genesis. In this
issue we continue our exploration of discoveries
that verify the accuracy of other aspects of the
Genesis account, beginning with the biblical
patriarch Abraham.

Abraham and the city of Ur

“And Terah took his son Abram and his
grandson Lot, . . . and they went out with them
from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of
Canaan” (Genesis 11:31).

A century ago, German liberal critic Theodor
Noldeke questioned the historical existence of

Although doubters
will always scoff at
the truth of God'’s
Word, fewer

and fewer now
doubt the Bible’s
historical basis.

Abraham and of “Ur of the Chaldeans”” He, along
with others, regarded the Genesis account of Abra-
ham and his descendants as fictional. Yet this cen-
tury has brought to light an enormous amount of
evidence to back the biblical record of Abraham.
In 1922 Leonard Woolley thoroughly exca-
vated the city of Ur in southern Iraq and found
it had been a thriving metropolis around 2000
B.C., precisely the time of Abraham. Based on
his findings, Woolley even drew a map of the
city that showed its orderly boulevards and made
up blueprints of spacious dwellings with indoor
baths. Classrooms were excavated that yielded
schoolchildren’s tablets with lessons on gram-
mar and arithmetic still visible. In addition, vari-
ations on the name Abraham were found that

Demonstrating Egypt’s agricultural productivity, this carved relief from an Egyptian tomb depicts a row
of granaries in the center, with workers harvesting fruit, above, and below. When nearby areas suffered
drought and famine, Egypt with its abundant food drew the ancient Israelites to settle there.

- The Good News
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These panels from a wall painting discovered in an Egyptian
tomb at Beni-Hasan depict foreigners entering Egypt. Many of
the ancient Israelites’ animals, tools, utensils and weapons

described in the Bible are shown in the paintings, including don-
keys, goats, harps, spears, bows and arrows. This painting, almost
4,000 years old, depicts life in the time of the biblical patriarchs.

dated to a century or two after his death.

The International Standard Bible Ency-
clopedia, rejecting Noldeke’s theory that
Abraham was a mythical figure, con-
cludes: “From the archaeological evidence
it is apparent that Abraham was the prod-
uct of an advanced culture, and was typi-
cal of the upper-class patriarch of his day:
His actions are set against a well-authenti-
cated background of non-biblical material,
making him a true son of his age who bore
the same name and traversed the same
general territory, as well as living in the
same towns, as his contemporaries. He is
in every sense a genuine Middle Bronze
Age person, and not a retrojection of later
Israelite historical thought, as used to be
imagined .. .” (Vol. 1, 1979, p. 17).

“Now there was a famine in the land,
and Abram went down to Egypt to dwell
there, for the famine was severe in the
land” (Genesis 12:10). “So they took their
livestock and their goods, which they had
acquired in the land of Canaan, and went
to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants
with him” (Genesis 46:6).

‘What did the biblical patriarchs and their
families look like? The Bible speaks of the
wealth of Abraham in cattle and sheep
(Genesis 12:16). Later it talks about the
brothers’ envy over the multicolored coat
that Jacob gave to Joseph (Genesis 37:3).

It tells about the sheep and goats that Jacob
cleverly bred to avoid their being confis-
cated by his father-in-law (Genesis 30:33-
43). Mentioned are musical instruments
such as the harp (Genesis 31:27) and
weapons such as the bow and arrow used
for protection (Genesis 27:3). Were all these
only fabrications and the product of fables?

At the turn of our century; several royal
tombs were excavated 150 miles south of
Cairo. There on one of the walls is a beau-
tiful painting, later dated ca. 1900 B.C., of
Semites entering Egypt to sell their wares.
Men, women and children are pictured,
some with multicolored clothing. They
have harps, bows and arrows and spears.
Accompanying them are goats and don-
keys for food and conveyance. This paint-
ing shows people of the same lineage as
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob wearing the
clothing, caring for the same type of ani-
mals and using implements as described
in the Bible record. It is an impressive find
that backs the biblical description of that
time, even in minute detail.

Laban’s teraphim

Some have puzzled over the biblical
story of Rachel’s desperate attempt to
hide her father’s household gods, even
risking her life to carry them with her We
read in Genesis 31:
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; o

“Then Jacob rose and set his sons and
his wives on camels .. . Now Laban had
gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel had
stolen the household idols that were her
father’s . . . And Laban was told on the
third day that Jacob had fled. Then he
took his brethren with him and pursued
him for seven days’ journey, and he over-
took him in the mountains of Gilead .. .

“And Laban said to Jacob: “What have
you done, that you have stolen away un-
known to me, and carried away my daugh-
ters . . .? And now you have surely gone
because you greatly long for your father’s
house, but why did you steal my gods?’

“Then Jacob answered and said to
Laban, ‘Because I was afraid, for I said,
“Perhaps you would take your daughters
from me by force.” With whomever you
find your gods, do not let him live. In the
presence of our brethren, identify what
I have of yours and take it with you.’

“For Jacob did not know that Rachel
had stolen them . . . Now Rachel had
taken the household idols, put them in
the camel’s saddle, and sat on them. And
Laban searched all about the tent but did
not find them. And she said to her father,
‘Let it not displease my lord that I cannot
rise before you, for the manner of women
is with me’”’ (verses 17-35).

Why were these “household gods” so
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important? Archaeological evidence
reveals the answer. Many of these
domestic idols, called teraphim, have
been found in the Middle East. In the
1920s more than 20,000 tablets, now
called the Nuzi tablets, were discovered
in northern Iraq. They include much
information on law, commercial transac-
tions and religion that has shed light on
the customs of Abraham’s time.

The teraphim are mentioned as house-
hold gods that were used to determine the
inheritance and titles of the sons of a fim-
ily. Although scholars dispute how much
the patriarchs were influenced by such
practices, the biblical account fits this pic-
ture well. Clearly, Rachel was worried
about leaving these idols behind. Laban
certainly thought they were of great
importance and traveled with his other
sons for several days to recover them.
These actions on their part make sense
if the teraphim were used to help his other
sons confirm their rights of inheritance.

These idols were also used to bring
good luck and even for calling upon other
gods. After another encounter with the
true God, when Jacob found that Rachel
had stolen the idols, he had her get rid of
them. “And Jacob said to his household
and to all who were with him, ‘Put away
the foreign gods that are among you .. .”
(Genesis 35:2).

Again, the biblical account fits with
archaeological evidence of the customs
of the people of that time.

Joseph in Egypt

“Now Joseph had been taken down
to Egypt” (Genesis 39:1).

Perhaps one can acknowledge that
these findings fit Abraham and his descen-
dants in Mesopotamia and Canaan, but do
they confirm the abundant archaeological
evidence of Egyptian life and culture?

The Bible tells of a young Joseph who
was sold into slavery and taken to Egypt
as a young man. If this account is nothing
more than myth, surely the biblical story
could easily be refuted, since much more is
known of Egyptian history and culture
than of any other civilization of the Middle
East of that time. The Egyptians left monu-
ment after monument, their tombs with
walls full of pictures and writings of their
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of their history. If the biblical story is false,
it should not be difficult to expose it as a
fraud, since details in the account would
surely be discovered to be out of place.

Yet the biblical account fits. In Egypt
Joseph ended up as a slave in an impor-
tant official’s home. Potiphar’s wife tried
to seduce Joseph. When he fled from her,
he was falsely accused by her and thrown
into prison. These elements all reflect
Egyptian customs as described in the
monuments—the abundance of Semitic
slaves and stories of frivolous Egyptian
wives. Says one encyclopedia: “Egyptian
sources indicate that both in literature and
in daily life some other Egyptian women
were no better than Potiphar’s wife” (The
International Standard Bible Encyclope-
dia, Vol. 2, p. 1128).

When God intervened and Joseph inter-
preted Pharaoh’s dream (literature of that
time indicates that interpreting dreams was
a common practice), he was placed as sec-
ond in command under Pharaoh.

The Egyptian ruler complimented
him: “Inasmuch as God has shown you
all this, there is no one as discerning and
wise as you. You shall be over my house,
and all my people shall be ruled accord-
ing to your word; only in regard to the
throne will I be greater than you” And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘See, I have set
you over all the land of Egypt. Then
Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand
and put it on Joseph’s hand; and he
clothed him in garments of fine linen and
put a gold chain around his neck. And he
had him ride in the second chariot which
he had; and they cried out before him,
‘Bow the knee!” So he set him over all
the land of Egypt” (Genesis 41:39-43).

In one of the walls in a royal Egyptian
tomb is a beautiful engraving of the
investiture ceremony for a new prime
minister. The official is clothed in a white
linen gown and wears a gold chain
around his neck. As Werner Keller main-
tains: “Joseph’s elevation to be viceroy of
Egypt is reproduced in the Bible exactly
according to protocol. He is invested
with the insignia of his high office, he
receives the ring, Pharaoh’s seal, a costly
linen vestment, and a golden chain. This
is exactly how Egyptian artists depict this

anlemn ceremnnv on murale and reliefq

As viceroy, Joseph rides in Pharaoh’s
‘second chariot.” That could indicate the
‘period of the Hyksos’ at the earliest, for
it is only during the period of the ‘rulers
of the foreign lands’. . . that the fast war
chariot reached Egypt . . . Before their

This illustration, from an Egyptian

tomb carving, shows a dignitary being
installed into government office. A gold
chain is being placed around his neck, an
exact parallel of Joseph’s inauguration
described in Genesis 41:41-42.

day this had not been the practice on the
Nile. The ceremonial chariot harnessed
to thoroughbred horses was in those days
the Rolls-Royce of the governors. The
first chariot belonged to the ruler, the
‘second chariot’ was occupied by his
chief minister” (The Bible as History,
1980, p. 89).

From this brief survey we can see some
of the light that archaeology has shed on
the biblical record. Although doubters will
always scoff at the truth of God’s Word—
since God’s way of life and His laws are
not easy to keep—fewer and fewer now
doubt the Bible’s historical basis.

Such discoveries continue to verify the
inspiration of God’s Word. As Paul said:
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness, that the man of God be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Future issues of The Good News will

present more archaeological evidence
that canfirme the Rihle acconnt N
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by Mario Seiglie

t may come as a surprise that the

Scriptures—the Holy Bible—

contain a course in leadership, given

by one of the most remarkable,

although little-known, leaders in the
Bible: Nehemiah. His life and the princi-
ples he espoused serve as a guide to tack-
ling life’s most difficult problems. It is a
classic study on successfully leading as
God would have us lead: by setting an
example of faith in God.

In the book of the Bible bearing his
name, Nehemiah records his memoirs.
He tells how, against tremendous odds, he
accomplished an unimaginably difficult
undertaking.

Chronologically, the book of Nehemiah
should come at the end of the Old Testa-
ment. Jerusalem was in ruins and sur-
rounded by powerful enemies. Any
attempt to rebuild the desolate city was
met with an immediate mobilizing of
forces against the Jews and was prohibited
by the mighty Persian Empire, which
ruled the region.

In the midst of these obstacles, Nehe-
miah accepted the challenge of rebuilding
Jerusalem, which meant fortifying its walls,
repopulating the city and setting up for
Judah a solid and God-fearing government.

The book of Nehemiah begins ca. 444
B.C., some 90 years after the first group of
Jews returned to Jerusalem under a leader
named Zerubbabel. The temple was

rebuilt, but Jerusalem as a whole was still
in ruins. A second group arrived later, led
by Ezra the scribe, but the walls that
should have protected the inhabitants still
lay in ruin.

In those days, a city without walls
could offer its inhabitants no protection
and was subject to frequent raids. Few
people would venture to live in such a
vulnerable place. As a result, Jerusalem
at that time was more of a shrine than a
city. Most of the people lived outside of
the gates.

Against the backdrop of this desperate

part of the world for nearly a century. In
chapter 2, Nehemiah tells us he was a cup-
bearer for the king of Persia. (See “The
Trusted Cupbearer,” page 25.)

Nehemiah doesn’t boast about his posi-
tion; he just informs us what he was doing
and where he was when the news of Jeru-
salem’s disastrous plight came to him. He
had many reasons to be content where he
was. He lived in comfort and even splen-
dor, and his king was pleased with him.
Nevertheless, he was a Jew and deeply
devoted to God. Soon he would give up
his privileged life to face enormous prob-

In the book bearing his name, Nehemiah records his
memoirs. He tells how, against tremendous odds, he
accomplished an unimaginably difficult undertaking.

situation, the book of Nehemiah begins.

Survivors in distress

Why did Nehemiah decide to go to
Jerusalem? In his own words: “Hanani
one of my brethren came with men from
Judah . . . And they said to me, “The sur-
vivors who are left from the captivity in
the province are there in great distress and
reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also
broken down, and its gates are burned
with fire’” (Nehemiah 1:1-3).

Nehemiah lived in Shushan, or Susa,
one of the three royal cities of the Persian
Empire. The Persians had governed that

lems and dangers out of love for God and
his countrymen.

When the news came to Nehemiah
about the pitiful condition of his people
in Jerusalem, he was shocked and grieved.

He knew that 15 years earlier; Ezra the
scribe had departed with numerous Jews
to rebuild Jerusalem. Nehemiah had
thought the rebuilding was well on its
way. Now he heard the work had stopped
and was unlikely to start up again soon.
Powerful enemies were hindering the

ity




With hostile neighbors poised to destroy
what remained of the city, including the
temple, it could eventually cease from
existence altogether. Nehemiah won-
dered, Would God permit Jerusalem

to disappear?

What did he do next? “So it was, when
I heard these words, that I sat down and
wept, and mourned for many days; I was
fasting and praying before the God of
heaven” (Nehemiah 1:4).

In an emotional entreaty, he reminded
God of His promise not to let Jerusalem
perish and asked for help so his plan to go
to Jerusalem with the king’s permission
would succeed. His humble, heartfelt plea
would be heard, and God would come to
his aid.

Nehemiah’s prayer contains several
important principles we can apply in our
prayers. First, he presented himself
respectfully before God. He did not begin
by asking anything for himself. He came
humbly before God and praised Him.

Next he confessed his negligence and
imperfections and those of his people.
Then he reminded God of His mercy
and favor toward those who repent and
obey Him.

Finally, he offered a petition that was
according to the will of God. He asked for
favor in the eyes of the head of state so he
could go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the
walls and the government.

Months of prayer and preparation

Some four months later, Nehemiah
writes: “And it came to pass in the month
of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King
Artaxerxes, when wine was before him,
that I took the wine and gave it to the
king” (Nehemiah 2:1). The king asked
Nehemiah why he looked so sad.

Although Nehemiah recognized the
possibility of risk to his life, he was confi-
dent. Four months of prayer and prepara-
tion had led to this moment, and he had a
few seconds to speak and find favor with
his majesty. He said, “May the king live
forever! Why should my face not be sad,
when the city, the place of my fathers’
tombs, lies waste, and its gates are bur-
dened with fire?”” (verse 3).

I’s
was

Nehemiah led by example. How encouraging it must
have been for the people to see this high-ranking official
lugging stones and helping defend the city!

not because of a plot against his life

or a personal insult, the king permitted
Nehemiah to speak. “If it pleases the king,
and if your servant has found favor in your
sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to
the city of my fathers’ tombs, that [ may
rebuild it.” The king asked Nehemiah how
long the task would take and when he
would return, then gave Nehemiah per-
mission to go (verses 5-6).

Nehemiah had cleared the first hurdle
with the help of prayer and diligent prepa-
ration to do God’s work. Notice this prin-
ciple of faith. When he petitioned the king,
he had prepared beforehand all the details
to help him accomplish the task.

He knew he had only one chance to
present the whole case before this busy
ruler. He realized that, to carry out the job,
he would need a travel permit, an escort of
armed men, the King’s written permission
to rebuild and the authority as governor to
make use of wood from the royal forest
near Jerusalem. He was so diligent in his
preparation that he had learned even the
name of the person in charge of the forest
(verses 7-8).

So Nehemiah, out of love for God and
His people, willingly left the comfortable
court life behind and as the new governor

headed with a select few toward his trou-
bled land 1,000 miles away. More than
two months later he arrived at the devasta-
tion that was once Jerusalem and assumed
duties as its governor.

Developing a strategy

The Jews must have looked curiously
at this Persian official of Jewish back-
ground who arrived with an armed escort.
They probably thought he would exploit
them, as had others in their long line of
governors. As a diplomat and a man
accustomed to court intrigues, Nehemiah
said as little as possible of his plans to
rebuild, since he knew enemies and spies
were sure to hear him.

As part of his strategy, he “went out by
night through the Valley Gate to the Ser-
pent Well and the Refuse Gate, and viewed
the walls of Jerusalem which were broken
down and its gates which were burned
with fire” (verse 13).

Nehemiah was disheartened to see
the destruction. At that moment Jerusalem
looked to be the most insignificant and
pathetic place in the Persian Empire. After
Nehemiah sized up the situation, God
inspired him to devise an ambitious plan
to rebuild.

lllustration by Michael Woodruff



The next day he gathered the Jewish
officials and said: ““You see the distress
that we are in, how Jerusalem lies waste,
and its gates are burned with fire. Come
and let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that
we may no longer be a reproach.” And
[ told them of the hand of my God which
had been good upon me, and also of the
king’s words that he had spoken to me. So
they said, ‘Let us rise up and build.” Then
they set their hands to this good work”
(verses 17-18).

The opposition did not sit idly by. “But
when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the
Ammonite official, and Gershem the Arab
heard of it, they laughed us to scorn and
despised us, and said, “What is this thing
that you are doing? Will you rebel against
the king?” So I answered them, and said to
them, ‘The God of heaven Himself will
prosper us; therefore we His servants will
arise and build, but you have no heritage
or right or memorial in Jerusalem””
(verses 19-20). Nehemiah’s bold response
so shocked them that they kept a low pro-
file for a while.

Nehemiah divided up the work to be
done, assigning portions of the project
to various families. Nehemiah assigned
the wall and the gate near the temple to
the family of the high priest, Eliashib. In
this way, Nehemiah gave the high priest
and his kinsmen the honor of building
the section with the sheep gate, which
led to the temple. How proud they must
have felt to build part of the wall of
God’s city that would become a lasting
monument to their household.

Chapter 3 of the book of Nehemiah
deals with the assignments he gave to
the families of the various parts of the
wall. For thousands of years their names
have appeared in the Bible as a tribute to
their labor.

Combating old and new enemies

Keep in mind that Nehemiah led by
example; he also had a section to build.

prayed and acted. “Hear, O our God, for
we are despised; turn their reproach on
their own heads, and give them as plunder
to a land of captivity! . . . For they have
provoked You to anger before the
builders” (verses 4-5).

For some time afterward they made
such progress that their enemies “con-
spired together to come and attack Jeru-
salem and create confusion” (verse 8).

The situation was explosive. If Nehemiah mishandled
the problem, the people would likely revol,
destroying their national unity and the rebuilding project.

Imagine the governor carrying heavy
beams and pieces of stonework. “So we
labored in the work . . . So neither [, my
brethren, my servants, nor the men of the
guard who followed me took off our
clothes, except that everyone took them
off for washing” (Nehemiah 4:21, 23).
How encouraging it must have been for
the people to see this high-ranking offi-
cial lugging stones and helping defend
the city!

Work began enthusiastically, but old
and new adversaries, including Sanballat,
began to ridicule the Jews’ efforts. Before
his brethren and the army of Samaria,
Sanballat mockingly said, “What are these
feeble Jews doing? Will they fortify them-
selves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will
they complete it in a day? Will they revive
the stones from the heaps of rubbish—
stones that are burned?” (verse 2).

How did Nehemiah respond? Again he

THE TRUSTED CUPBEARER

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia explains why a cupbearer was such
an important official in the royal courts of antiquity. A cupbearer was ““an officer of
high rank at ancient courts, whose duty it was to serve the wine at the king’s table.
On account of the constant fear of plots and intrigues, a person must be regarded as
thoroughly trustworthy to hold this position. He must guard against poison in the
king’s cup, and was sometimes required to swallow some of the wine before serving
it. His confidential relations with the king often endeared him to his sovereign and
also gave him a position of great influence” (Vol. 1, p. 837).

A century ago, archaeologists discovered an Assyrian list of salaries paid to high-
ranking officers. In that land the cupbearer received the fourth-highest salary in the
kingdom, above even that of the justice of the highest court of that day.

Nehemiah was one of the many lines of distinguished Jews who held high gov-
ernmental positions. Before him were Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego
in the Babylonian period. In the Persian era, Daniel again became a counselor of
King Darius (Daniel 6:1-2). Afterwards came Mordecai and Queen Esther. So we
should not be surprised to find a little later that Nehemiah was a cupbearer for a

Persian king.

What did Nehemiah do? He prayed and
acted. “Nevertheless we made our prayer
to our God, and because of them we set a
watch against them day and night” (verse
9). Nehemiah knew that praying and then
hoping for a miracle wouldn’t be enough.

Nehemiah gathered the leaders and
inspired them to courage and faith: “Do
not be afraid of them. Remember the
Lorb, great and awesome, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, your daughters,
your wives, and your houses” (verse 14).
They continued building, with half the
men working on the wall and half stand-
ing guard, armed with spears to keep their
enemies at bay (verse 16).
Confronting oppressors

You would think that now everything
would go more smoothly. However,
successive crises continued to befall the
people. A famine had ravished the land,
and many had gone in debt to feed their
families. Now they cried out when they
couldn’t borrow any more. Their fields
and homes were being confiscated, and
their children were being sold as slaves
(Nehemiah 5:4-5).

The situation had become explosive.
If Nehemiah mishandled the problem, the
poorer people could likely revolt against
the more wealthy and thus destroy their
national unity and the rebuilding project.
Nehemiah could have sided with the rich
and influential and simply beat the people
down by force of arms. But, since he truly
feared God, he would not act this way.

Instead, here is what he did: “And I
became very angry when I heard their out-
cry and these words. After serious thought,
I rebuked the nobles and rulers, and said to
them. ‘Each of you is exacting usury from
his brother.” So I called a great assembly
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“Then I said, ‘What you
are doing is not good. Should you not
walk in the fear of our God because of the
reproach of the nations, our enemies? I
also, with my brethren and my servants,
am lending them money and grain. Please,
let us stop this usury!””’ (verses 9-10). “So
they said, “We will restore it, and will
require nothing from them; we will do as
you say’. .. Then the people did accord-
ing to this promise” (verses 12-13).

Again, Nehemiah led by his example.
He was willing to freely lend to the poor;
and he refused the taxes and foodstuffs
that should have gone to him as governor.
He even took it on himself to feed 150 of
his countrymen (verse 17). In other
words, Nehemiah was in effect paying a
great portion of these expenses out of his
own pocket. No wonder he had the
respect and inspired the cooperation of
his charges. Meanwhile, work continued
on the wall.

Nehemiah faces dirty-tricks campaign

Since a direct attack against Jerusalem
was now virtually impossible, Nehemiah’s
adversaries decided to try to assassinate
him. They invited him to peace talks on
the border between Judah and Samaria.
Nehemiah adroitly excused himself from
attendance and wrote them:

“I am doing a great work, so that I cannot
come down. Why should the work cease
while I leave it and go down to you?”
(Nehemiah 6:3).

Foiled again, the enemy now tried to
incriminate him in the eyes of the Persians,
imputing rebellious motives for rebuilding
the walls of Jerusalem (verses 6-7).

How did Nehemiah deal with this mis-
information? Did he cringe in fear at the
idea his king would demote him and
would come to destroy Jerusalem? Did he
try to work out a secret agreement with
the enemy?

No. He simply prayed and acted. He
denied the charges and trusted God to
protect him. “Then I sent to [Sanballat]
saying, ‘No such things as you say are
being done, but you invent them in your
own heart.” For they all were trying to
make us afraid, saying, ‘Their hands will

. PR it

€re-

fore, O God, strengthen my hands”
(verses 8-9).

Nehemiah’s enemies were persistent.
Since Nehemiah would not come to them,
they decided to come to him. They now
conspired to ruin his reputation. They
apparently intended to trick him into com-
mitting a sacrilege through enticing him to
enter the very temple of God.

But Nehemiah was on his toes. His
intelligence agents had warned him of an
informer in the Jews’ midst. The double
agent, Shemaiah, came to Nehemiah
claiming that God had revealed to him an
assassination attempt against Nehemiah
and urged him to hide in the temple. Flight
to the temple appeared to be a reasonable
suggestion; the temple was the safest
place in Jerusalem.

But Nehemiah, remembering the intel-
ligence report and realizing Shemaiah was
trying to set a trap, said, “‘Should such a
man as [ flee? And who is there such as
I who would go into the temple to save his
life? I will not go in!” (verse 11).

By showing fear in the face of danger,
Nehemiah could have disheartened those
who had been inspired by his valor. By
entering the temple, Nehemiah would also
have been disobeying God, because only

had relied on God to do the rest.

Finally, after nearly 150 years, Jeru-
salem was a city again, well fortified and
respected by surrounding nations. But
Nehemiah’s problems were not over. He
had to deal with additional threatening
letters from his enemies. Now, however,
they could do little with the city so well
protected.

Spiritual restoration and rejuvenation

Nehemiah also turned his attention to
rebuilding the spiritual foundation of the
city. “Then my God put it into my heart to
gather the nobles, the rulers, and the peo-
ple, that they might be registered by
genealogy . . . Altogether the whole con-
gregation was forty-two thousand three
hundred and sixty .. . Some of the heads
of the fathers’ houses gave to the treasury
of the work . . ” (Nehemiah 7:5, 66, 71).

In this manner, Nehemiah set up the
priests, gatekeepers, singers and other
people inside Jerusalem, and he reestab-
lished the tithe, which had been neglected,
to sustain the priesthood.

With these people in place, the Jews
celebrated the feasts of God under the
spiritual guidance of Nehemiah and
Ezra the scribe. Not only was the physi-

Now there was a spiritual restoration of the people,
due largely to the example of Nehemiah and Ezra.

the Levites and priests were permitted by
God’s law to enter the temple.

Again Nehemiah prayed for protection
from his enemies. “My God, remember
Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these
their works, and the prophetess Noadiah
and the rest of the prophets who would
have made me afraid” (verse 14).

A city reborn from devastation

Thanks to Nehemiah’s courage, the
work on the walls continued without
delay. Incredibly, in less than two months
the wall was repaired. “And it happened,
when all our enemies heard of it, and all
the nations around us saw these things,
that they were disheartened in their own
eyes; for they perceived that this work was
done by our God” (verse 16).

Notice the humility and modesty of
Nehemiah. He knew that God was in
charge. God had enabled Nehemiah to
complete this work, so he gave God all the
glory. As a man of faith, he had done
everything possible on his part and then

cal part of Jerusalem restored, but now
came a spiritual restoration of the people,
thanks largely to the example of Nehe-
miah and Ezra, who feared God and
obeyed His laws.

Now there was respect again for God’s
laws and feasts. “So the whole congrega-
tion of those who had returned from the
captivity made booths and sat under the
booths [for the Feast of Tabernacles]; for
since the days of Joshua the son of Nun
until that day the children of Israel had not
done so. And there was great gladness”
(Nehemiah 8:17).

As the Jews grew spiritually in God’s
sight by keeping His Feasts, they also
grew in understanding of God’s will. They
saw more clearly their sins and neglect.
They solemnly vowed to once again keep
the Sabbath holy and not indulge in mar-
riages with their pagan neighbors. They
resolved to tithe faithfully.

They even signed an agreement “‘to walk
in God’s Law . . . and to observe and do all



the commandments of the LORD our Lord,
and His ordinances and His statutes.” They
further promised to structure their society
on the foundation of God’s laws
(Nehemiah 10:28-39).

A leader who set the standard

Who was the first person to sign this
pact before God? It was Nehemiah. He
knew he should set the example and not
be the last one in line (Nehemiah 10:1).

This was such an important pact in the
history of God’s people that it inspired a
lasting spiritual revolution. From that
time, many of God’s people would faith-
fully keep the Sabbath and the feasts,
tithe and refrain from mingling with
pagan nations.

That is why, nearly 400 years later,
when Christ set up His Church, there
existed Jews who were still keeping God’s
laws—even though the Jews had backslid
many times in those four centuries.

The physical work of rebuilding the
walls and restructuring their society was
complete, but then came another formi-
dable task: repopulating the city.

Nehemiah first named competent
administrators to serve the city, then by lot
chose some to move back into Jerusalem.
One out of every 10 households gave up
its comfortable home outside the city and
came to live in Jerusalem. “And the people
blessed all the men who willingly offered
themselves to dwell at Jerusalem”
(Nehemiah 11:2).

As the city was again filled with multi-
tudes and additional building projects
were well on their way, Nehemiah real-
ized it was time for him to leave. Now he
could go back to the king’s side as his
trusted cupbearer. Yet, as a good example
and man of faith, he did not forget his peo-
ple. He kept in touch.

The mice will play

As soon as he had left Jerusalem, how-
ever, a power struggle took place. As he
learned later, the high priest, Eliashib,
allowed one of Nehemiah’s worst enemies
and an ally of the Samaritans, Tobiah, to
take up a privileged office in the temple
precincts. Soon God’s people were again
neglecting His laws (Nehemiah 13:4).

With this influence, the Jews began
socializing again with the Samaritans.
They quit tithing; they ignored the Sab-
bath. So Nehemiah made the difficult and
frustrating journey back to Jerusalem.

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

How did Nehemiah accomplish the
Herculean task of rebuilding Jerusalem
when other governors had failed? As a
leader, he knew how to encourage and
instill confidence in others to get the
job done. The biblical account shows
how Nehemiah inspired his helpers.

First, he identified himself with the
people and included himself in the
task. He did not just order them to
build the wall under his arbitrary
authority. He became one of them. He
used the word we repeatedly instead
of you. He let them know he was not
there to take advantage of the people.

Once he had gained their trust and
confidence, he revealed his ambitious
plan and let them know that the build-
ing materials were already at hand. The
people were favorably impressed.

Next, Nehemiah told the people of
the miracles God had performed thus
far in this work. Now the people knew
they had a leader filled with living
faith. As a result, the people were filled
with faith and enthusiasm.

He then divided the work into small
sections. He wisely delegated a part of
the project to each clan, or family. In
this way, a job that appeared impossi-
ble was now broken down into man-
ageable sections. He carefully reviewed
the available manpower and handed
the most experienced and qualified
laborers the most difficult tasks. Instead
of a boring and tiring job, the work
now became an exciting challenge.

As aresult of his dynamic leadership,
the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls was
completed in less than two months,
and the city was again protected from
its enemies.

“Then after certain days I obtained
leave from the king, and I came to
Jerusalem and discovered the evil that
Eliashib had done for Tobiah, in preparing
aroom for him in the courts of the house
of God. And it grieved me bitterly; there-
fore I threw all the household goods of
Tobiah out of the room.

“Then I commanded them to cleanse
the rooms; and I brought back into them
the articles of the house of God, with the
grain offering and the frankincense. I also
realized that the portions for the Levites
had not been given them; for each of the
Levites and the singers who did the work

had gone back to his field. So I contended
with the rulers, and said, “Why is the
house of God forsaken?’. . . Then all
Judah brought the tithe of the grain and
the new wine and the oil to the store-
house” (verses 6-12).

Why did Nehemiah so fervently and
diligently serve God? Did he plan his
actions so he could be seen of men? No.
As Nehemiah explained in his prayer:
“Remember me, O my God, concerning
this, and do not wipe out my good deeds
that [ have done for the house of my God,
and for its services!” (verse 14).

When Nehemiah returned to Jeru-
salem, he saw the people working on the
Sabbath. “In those days I saw people in
Judah treading wine presses on the Sab-
bath, and bringing in sheaves, and loading
donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all
kinds of burdens . . . And I warned them
about the day on which they were selling
provisions” (verse 15).

Again he prayed and acted. He
assigned guards to the wall to ensure that
no one would work or do business on the
Sabbath. He prayed, “Remember me, O
my God, concerning this also, and spare
me according to the greatness of Your
mercy!” (verse 22). Nehemiah well
understood the principle, later expressed
by James, that faith without accompany-
ing works is useless: “Do you see that
faith was working together with his
works, and by works faith was made per-
fect? ... You see then that a man is justi-
fied by works, and not by faith only”
(James 2:22, 24).

Solving one final problem

Nehemiah ends his incredible account
by tackling one last problem, that of
marriages between Jews and pagans, of
the people of God socializing and marry-
ing into families that worshiped false
gods. His zeal as a right example of obe-
dience to God never faltered. “So I con-
tended with them . . ., saying, ‘You shall
not give your daughters as wives to their
sons, nor take their daughters for your
sons or yourselves . . . Thus I cleansed
them of everything pagan .. .””” (Nehe-
miah 13:25, 30).

After a bountiful life filled with faith,
Nehemiah ends his remarkable life story
by asking God to do what all of us would
surely ask for: “Remember me, O my
God, for good.” GN
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‘Teach Us to Pray’

When my employer first instructed me to learn to use a computer, my mind went numb.

My idea of high tech was using a mechanical pencil. Now | felt overwhelmed, plunging
into an unfamiliar world.

A friend, however, gave me a few pointers in the basics of computer technology, and, as | began to
increase my skill and comfort level, the simple documents | produced got more sophisticated. Today
| don’t know how | would do without computers in my work.

God uses a form of spiritual technology, a system of communication that may seem baffling at first
to many people. It’s called prayer. Effective prayer also requires training. Even Christ’s disciples, know-
ing they needed to pray, asked Him to teach them how. In this study | hope to give you some point-
ers concerning this dynamic spiritual technology. As with my computer experience, although your
first attempts may seem basic, as you become more comfortable with this communication tool it will

enhance your life as it changes it.

Discussion: What, exactly, is prayer? Simply put, it is
our line of communication with God, a precious gift
of time that the awesome Creator of the universe
longs to have with His children. This is a time we can
look forward to each day as we express our love and
thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for His calling
and grace. It is during this special time that we come
to our loving spiritual Father to talk about our needs,
hopes, fears and concerns for others.

Discussion: What role did prayer play in the lives of
some of the great men and women of God through
the ages? Consider the prayers of Abraham (Genesis
20:17-18), Isaac (Genesis 25:21), Jacob (Genesis 32:9-
12) and Hannah (1 Samuel 1:10-18; 2:1-10). In these
prayers we see certain common threads:

e These people of God were sincere, trusting and
open with God.

e They recognized the power of God to miracu-
lously intervene in their time of need.

e They had genuine conversations with God, not
recitations of memorized wish lists.

The ministers and other members of the early New Tes-
tament Church had a vibrant prayer life and were obvi-
ously close to God. Note such scriptural examples as
Acts 1:14; 9:36-42; 12:5-17; 16:13; 21:5 and Romans 1:9.

Note: Some of these people were the same ones who
had earlier asked Christ to teach them to pray!
Through the power of prayer they developed an inti-
mate relationship with God, and He often responded
to their requests in miraculous ways.

Discussion: The examples above are only a few to
illustrate the effectiveness of prayer. But are there

. any prerequisites, skills to be learned or limitations in
. the use of this spiritual technology?

: e Do humans have an automatic ability to tap into
© this power source, or can certain conditions inter-
© rupt the flow of power? (Isaiah 59:1-2; John 9:31;
. 1Peter 3:12).

. Note: God does not hear those who by choice are
. actively involved in sin. Sin creates a barrier between
. ourselves and God in which the working of His Spirit
¢ within us is diminished (Psalm 31:10; Isaiah 63:10;
. Ephesians 4:25-32; 1 Thessalonians 5:19). Obedience
© to God aligns us with God’s will and opens up the
: channels of communication with Him.

. e What factors does God view as necessary for a
: successful prayer life? (Isaiah 66:2; John 4:23-24;
. 1John 3:22).

. Note: God does not hear us when we are proud and
© thinking only of ourselves. However, He reaches out
¢ to the humble (James 4:6-10) and those who worship
© Him from the heart in humble obedience.

e When one’s attitude is right, what does He
i promise to do? (2 Chronicles 7:14).

. Note: God will always hear those who genuinely seek
. Him according to His will (1 John 5:14-15).

Now let’s examine even further some of the basic
. applications of prayer.

« \What principles did Christ tell the disciples, and us,
© when they asked Him how to pray? (Luke 11:1-4;
¢ Matthew 6:9-13).

: Note: The “Lord’s Prayer” quoted here was not
. designed to be stated as an end in itself. Jesus Christ
. specifically noted that we are not to ““use vain repeti-
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tions™ (verse 7), repeating such words from memory
without giving thought to their meaning. This prayer
is actually an instructive outline or a model prayer,
designed to show the broad areas of life that we
need to discuss with God. One can greatly expand
into details the various points on this prayer agenda.

« \We humans have our own perspectives of prayer,
but what about God? How does He view the prayers
of the saints? (Acts 10:4; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4).

Note: Incense, “an aromatic compound which gives
forthits perfume in burning” (Unger’s Bible Dictionary),
is symbolic of prayer (Psalm 141:2). The view here is that
God enjoys our conversations with Him as we would
enjoy the fragrance of a fine perfume! Also note that
this conversation that God so richly enjoys can be about
any topic that we bring to Him—as a loving Father He
simply wants us to share our lives with Him.

e Giving God thanks would be a second use of this
tool. What reasons would there be for us to give
thanks to God? (Luke 17:11-19; Ephesians 5:20;
Philippians 4:6-7; Colossians 4:2-4; 1 Thessalonians
5:17-18).

Note: We owe everything to God, and we are totally
dependent on Him for everything: our physical exis-
tence and sustenance, the blessings we enjoy and a
fabulous future. God alone is worthy of our continual
thanks for all He has done, continues to do and will
do in the future.

e Praise to God is another important aspect of
prayer. What do these scriptures tell us about prais-
ing God in prayer? (Luke 24:44-53; Acts 16:25;
Psalm 28:6-7; 100:1-5; Hebrews 13:15).

Note: God has given us so much and has astounding
plans for us. He is worthy of our worship and praise.
Worship—from the Old English worth-ship—means
to express our acknowledgement and appreciation
of God’s worth to our lives.

e God expects us to make our needs known to Him
(1 Peter 5:6-7). What other examples and instruc-
tions regarding this element of prayer does He give
us? (Psalm 142; lIsaiah 38:1-5; Jonah 1:17-2:10;
Proverbs 2:3-6).

Note: God is our loving, faithful Father (2 Corinthians
6:18). He loves us and cares for us. He is our helper
who will always be there for us in a time of need
(Hebrews 13: 5-6).

e Praying for others (sometimes called “interces-
sory prayer”) is one of the greatest ways to serve
and love our neighbor as ourselves. What does God
tell us regarding such prayer? (1 Timothy 2:1-8;
Colossians 1:9-12; Numbers 14:11-20; Ephesians
6:18; James 5:16).

. Note: When we pray for others, God is in no doubt
. that we are following more perfectly His way of giv-
¢ ing and outgoing love for others (1 Corinthians 12:31
© -13:13). God especially delights in such selfless prayers.

. e Because humans are imperfect and sin, we need
. to come boldly before God and pray for His mercy
¢ through forgiveness. God is compassionate and
. wants to share His love with us in this way. What
i common thread runs through the following verses
. and what does this tell us about the relationship
: God desires to have with us? (Psalm 51; Luke 18:9-
i 14; Hebrews 4:14-16; 1 John 1:9).

. Note: One of God’s names is Faithful (Revelation
© 19:11). God is faithfully and permanently committed
. to those whom He calls (Philippians 1:6). When we sin
. and fall short of God’s standard of perfection (Mat-
. thew 5:48)—as we all continue to do—we can totally
. rely on God’s mercy and forgiveness as we humbly
. confess and turn from our sins.

. Discussion: Any tool can be used to accomplish a
. great deal of work provided itis put to use! The same
¢ is true of prayer—an intimate relationship with God
© cannot be achieved, nor can powerful answers to
. prayer come, until we actually pray! With this in
© mind, let's remember a few items that will enable us
: to more effectively use this tool.

. Prayer is a tremendous opportunity to talk to the
¢ Almighty God of the universe. Therefore, when we
. pray we should “labor fervently” to not allow our-
. selves to treat God disrespectfully with half-hearted
i effort. In that sense, prayer is work (Romans 15:30;
. Colossians 4:12).

. Effectual prayer is also from the heart. God is espe-
. cially attuned to earnest, heartfelt prayer (Luke
 22:39-46; James 5:16).

: We must commit ourselves to the effort of prayer
. (Luke 18:1-8). Many people carry personal planning
© calendars to remember important appointments. In
. our prayer life let's remember to schedule time with
: God! (Daniel 6:10; Psalm 55:16-17).

. Further study: We suggest you use this material as a
i springboard for further study about prayer. A study
. of prayers in the Bible (especially in the book of
: Psalms) will help you see how David and others
¢ talked with God about every situation in life. You'll
. identify with many of these thoughtful prayers, and
. they will lead to your developing a more effective
- and personal relationship with God.

We hope that through this study you have come to
. better understand the basics of God’s spiritual tech-
: nology of communication—prayer! GN

—Randy D’Allesandro
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by Becky Sweat

tripped and fell during the 50-meter dash, prompt-

ing jeers from my classmates and coming in last
place. My mother was waiting for me when I came
home from school, and I burst into tears the moment
I saw her. She couldn’t undo what happened, but her
quiet listening made me feel as though I weren’t suf-
fering alone.

Part of growing up means facing difficulties—the
loss of a pet, a fight with a friend, a failed project at
school, the death of a close relative. As parents we
have the opportunity to be the safe harbor in the
storm, the refuge when the going gets rough.

Yet sometimes being a refuge doesn’t come natu-
rally. It can be difficult to know what to say to a child
in tears. Should you try to lighten things up, or should

I still remember my third-grade track meet. I

Sometimes being a refuge doesn’t come naturally
for us. It can be difficult to know what to say to a

child in tears. What matters most is that he knows
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he doesn’t have to face the situation alone.

you try to get him (or her) talking about the situation?
Should you downplay what happened, or should you
try to solve the problem for your child?

Although hard and fast rules are hard to come by,
we can assess situations and respond to them thought-
fully, sincerely and appropriately. Here are some sug-
gestions for comforting a hurting child.

Let your child say it

One of the biggest mistakes you can make when
your child tells you he is upset about something is to
deny that you are troubled by what he is telling you.
Let your child talk out the problem. This will allow
him to begin working through the healing process.

If you try to change the subject, make a joke or
come up with reasons the problem isn’t a problem,
you send him the message that you don’t want to hear
his problems and that expressing sadness is not
acceptable. Responses such as “It’s nothing to get
upset about,” “You’re acting like a baby,” “It can’t be
that bad” and “Don’t worry” minimize the problem

The Good News

How to Comfort Your
Children in Time of Need

A large part of growing up is facing difficulties, setbacks and disappointments.
What can you do to help your children through those traumatic times?

and lay a truckload of guilt on the suffering child.

“Parents can get so panicky about not knowing
what to do or say that they shut the suffering child out
to make themselves feel more comfortable,” says one
family counselor. “It’s not that their intentions are bad.
Most people don’t even know they’re doing it. But
rather than say, ‘Don’t cry; it’ll be okay,” your child
needs to be told to go ahead and cry”’

Calmly accept your child’s situation for what it is,
and don’t pretend things are better than they are.
Responses such as “I’'m sorry to hear the bad news,”
“You’ve been through a lot,” and “That sounds like
a tough situation” communicate concern and accep-
tance to your child.

Listen carefully to your child. Encourage him to
talk about what is bothering him. In most cases, a
problem shared is a problem halved. Show your child
you’re interested in what he says by maintaining eye
contact, nodding occasionally and spurring him on
with sympathetic expressions such as “Uh-huh,”
“Mmmm” and “I see””

Try to see things from a child’s perspective and
express that understanding. For example, you might
say, “I know you are disappointed because you
worked so hard and still did not make it on the team.”

Don’t try to finish your child’s sentences for him
because you think you know what he is going to say;
because you may be wrong. Let the child do the talk-
ing. You may be surprised to find what is actually
troubling him.

Being there for your children

You may be at a loss for words because you’ve
never found yourself in a situation like the one your
child is going through. “It’s okay to be silent,” says
another family counselor. “What’s most important is
that you be there for your child. Be honest with her
Tell her you don’t know what to say but you still
want to be there. Sometimes the simple presence of a
parent is all that is needed to erase feelings of anxiety
in children.”

Perhaps nothing is more comforting to a grief-
stricken child than the warmth of his parent’s body.
Don’t hesitate to soothe with your hands, put your
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arms around his shoulders, hug him or
hold him tightly on your lap. Cradle
your child in your arms just as you
would an infant.

Be careful not to emphasize indepen-
dence and self-reliance so much that
your child feels guilty whenever he feels
the need to become dependent and
babied for a bit. Allow your child to be
emotionally dependent on you for as
long as it takes him to regain composure
and strength.

Offer advice when requested
For the most part, a tearful child does
not want to hear a dozen solutions to his

problem. Giving unsolicited advice is
another way we cut off communication:
“You tell yourself, If I can distract my
child by thinking of some brilliant
advice, she’ll stop crying.”

However, once your child knows you
accept how he feels, he may be ready to
move on to the solution stage and ask
you what you think he should do. Be pre-
pared to share possible solutions with
him, but don’t offer your advice until he
lets you know he’s ready to hear it.

Your child may feel that no one else
has ever dropped the ball in a champi-
onship football game or felt as frus-
trated about a bad test score. Let him
know that other people have also had
the same problems. Share an experience
of your own that is similar to what he is
going through. If you know of aunts,
uncles or grandparents who have been
through the same experiences, pass their

stories along to him.

Remind your child it is human to
make mistakes, but God will give us the
strength we need to carry on. You can
emphasize God’s love and faithfulness,
especially in times of trouble.

Give your child time

If several days pass and your child is
still feeling down about his situation, you
don’t necessarily have cause to worry.
Depending on its severity, a problem can
take weeks or even months to fully
recover from.

“It takes time to work through the
grief process,” says one counselor. “Try

to understand what your child is going
through. You may wish she was her
usual, cheerful self, but you shouldn’t
expect her to cover up her sadness just
so0 you can feel more comfortable. Give
your child all the time she needs””

Of course, limits are understandable
and necessary. If your child’s troubles
are getting worse or are starting to affect
his performance at school, or he’s no
longer comforted by your listening to
him, this is the time to seek help.

You may make a few mistakes along
the way. No one should expect you to
know what to say or how to act in every
situation. Remind yourself that you're
better off saying something less than
ideal to your child than shutting him
out because you don’t know what to
say. What matters most is that he knows
he doesn’t have to face difficult times
alone. GN

Leadership

Continued from page 19

Jesus—His life and teachings—people
valued His advice and examples. Reports
“went around concerning Him all the
more; and great multitudes came together
to hear .. .” (Luke 5:15).

Finally, Jesus exercised great under-
standing and wisdom, yet was perfectly
humble. He “made Himself of no reputa-
tion, taking the form of a bondservant,
and coming in the likeness of men. And
being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient
to the point of death, even the death of
the cross” (Philippians 2:7-8). Jesus
Christ set the example of truly extraordi-
nary leadership.

Believe it or not, human beings came
become the kind of leader Jesus Christ
was. As explained in your Bible, Christ
promises everlasting life to any who will
follow His example of personal, unselfish
and sacrificing leadership. “He who holds
his life dear, is destroying it; and he who
makes his life of no account in this world
shall keep it .. ” (John 12:25, Weymouth
New Testament). “If anyone serves Me, let
him follow Me; and where I am, there My
servant will be also. If anyone serves Me,
him My Father will honor” (verse 26).

We just read, in the Gospel of John, of
the greatest single mark of superior lead-
ership. The Architect of human life
designed us to grow into exceptional lead-
ers of mankind. He tells those who would
follow Him: ““You know that the rulers of
the Gentiles lord it over them, and those
who are great exercise authority over
them. Yet it shall not be so among you; hut
whoever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant. And whoever
desires to be first among you, let him be
your slave—just as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life a ransom for many” (Mat-
thew 20:25-28).

Often, in times of crisis, the world
has seen great leadership. But we are
approaching a time in history when
humanity will need not just great leader-
ship, but leadership above any that has
come before (Matthew 24:21)—leadership
that will arise from personal sacrifice
based on long-range vision, credibility,
respect for others and divine wisdom. You
can be such a leader. GN
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Does life have a purpose? Does it have real meaning? Is life anything more than a brief
span on earth, with nothing but eternity on either side of this physical existence?

This is the question of the ages, a riddle that has challenged humans since they came to be.
Why am | here? Why do | exist?

Thousands of years ago King David looked up into the night sky and
wrote down his thoughts regarding man’s relationship to his Creator:
“When | consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and
the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of
him, and the son of man that You visit him?”

David wondered about the purpose of man just as we do today.
Every one of us was created for a purpose, but few understand what
that great purpose is.

What Is Your Destiny? will help you understand the incredible
truth about your destiny! Write for your free copy at the address
nearest you inside the front cover of this issue.

United Church of God

an International Association
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