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Titanic: A Lesson for Today Gﬂ(ﬂf\&ws

-ITtani ¢. The name has conjured up powerful images and emotions for decades.
Dozens of books and several mgjor films have recounted her tragic story. The latest
movie, Titanic, iswell onitsway to becoming thetop-grossing film of al time.

Although April 14 marksthe 86th anniversary of her sinking, we are till fasci-
nated by her story. The magnitude of the disaster ssems unthinkable: More than
1,500 passengers and crew logt their livesin theicy North Atlantic while only 705,
mostly women and children, were saved.

Many of us have heard the “what if” questions. What if the ship’slookouts had
seentheicebergintimeto turn and avoid it? What if Titanic had struck theiceberg
at adifferent angle? (Had she hit head on, the ocean liner would have been severely
damaged, but likely would have survived.) What if Titanic had heeded the warn-
ingsof iceinthe areaand dowed down rather than continuing her course at top
speed?What if she had carried enough lifeboats for all the passengers and crew?
What if the Californian, only 10 milesfrom the dying Titanic, had heard her fran-
tic distress calls? (Californian’s radio operator was apparently fast adeep while
the disaster unfolded.)

Perhaps part of our grim fascination with the doomed ocean liner isthe profound
sense of uneaseit createsin us. After dl, Titanic had everything going for her. She
was likened to aluxurious floating palace, one equipped with the most advanced
engineering and safety features of her day. Her captain was one of the most
respected and experienced men in the White Star fleet, making onelast voyage
before his planned honorable retirement. 1t shouldn’t be surprising that before she
et sail, one of her crewmen boasted, “ God Himself could not sink this ship!”

Titanic was S0 megnificent thet theWhite Star Line'smanaging director madeit a
point tojoin her on her maiden voyage. Some of thewed thiest menintheworld chose
her totravel from Europeto the United States. Several hundred lessweslthy passen-
gersinthethird-class section looked forward to building anew lifein anew country.

But it wasnot to be.

History showsthat aseries of small errorsand miscal cul ations compounded to
cregte catastrophe. Everything that could go wrong did. The best of human inten-
tions, engineering skillsand construction methods proved powerlessto avert
disaster. Man and woman, rich and poor, young and old dike met acommon fate.

Thisissue briefly recounts Titanic'stragic tale. But it aso asks an urgent ques-
tion: Aretherelessonswe should learn from this catastrophe?

Aswe gpproach the turn of the millennium, thereisrising interest in what the
future holds for planet Earth—as well there should be. Although the Bible makes
no connection between the year 2000 and Christ’sreturn, its prophecies have much
to say about the end of this age of man and the dawn of anew ageto come. Severd
articlesin thisissue explore that themein considerable detail.

The Bible makesit clear that although we cannot know the exact time of events
prophesied to come, we nonetheless have adistinct spiritua obligation and
responsibility. In Luke 21:36, after describing the earth-shaking events that would
precede Hisreturn, Jesus Christ warns Hisfollowers. “But keep onthe alert at all
times, praying in order that you may have strength to escape al thesethingsthat are
about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man” (New American Standard
Bible, emphasis added throughout).

Hetellsusto bevigilant in getting and keeping our spiritua housein order that
we might be prepared for that time. * Be on guard, that your hearts may not be
weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and theworries of life, and that
day [of Chrigt’sreturn] come on you suddenly like a trap; for it will come upon all
thosewho dwell on theface of all the earth” (verses 34-35, NASB).

Let usnot beliketheill-fated Titanic, racing forward in the darknesswhile
ignoring the signs of danger gathering around us.

—Scott Ashley
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ndtheband playedon...” isaphraseinedricablylinkedto were'sp confide et

oneof the most well-known maritime disasters of dl time: - Titanic' scorﬂrudlonawdsa‘dyfeauresthathey cdnsder Jaddi- o

thesinking of the Titanic. tiond lifeboats unnecessary, and regulations at thetime required no

Onthefreezing, dill night of April 14, 1912, the more. After al, with 16 watertight compartments, the most [uxurious

46,000-ton British luxury liner Titanic was on her maiden voyage and largest ship afl oat was unsinkable. Or was she?

from Southampton, England, to New York City. About 95 miles I : .

south of the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, she met her premature  \Warnings received and ignored

and tragic death. Earlierinthe afternoon of that fateful day, radio messages about
Shehad steamed dll day at aspeed of upwards of 20 knots, cover-  iceintheareahad been received from other nearby ships. Asthe

ing 546 milesin the previous 24 hours. Thetemperature had dropped  passengers Sipped their afternoon teaand atetoast, warningswere

rapidly through the course of the evening, but the weether wasfair received from the Caronia, Baltic, Amerika, Californian and

and theseacdm. Therewas arelaxed party aimosphereonboardas  Mesaba. But Titanic captain Edward J. Smith—one of the White

morethan 2,200 passengersand crew enjoyed theamenitiesonthe  Star Ling'smost experienced and respected captains, with 38 years

most luxurious ship float. service and on hisfina voyage before amuch-anticipated retirement
Norigid, organized routine was enforced, and the passengers —saw no need to dow down. As darknessfell, however, the crew

cameand went asthey pleased. Theliner had everythingyoucould  did maintain acareful lookout. It wasacloudless, cadm night. The

possibly imagine; no expense had been spared inthecongtructionof — air was chilly, and the seatemperature was closeto freezing.

lavish saterooms, sumptuous dining rooms and luxurious smoking The Californian, sationary about 10 miles away, radioed at

rooms. She had libraries, aswimming pool, aTurkish beth, agymna-  around 11 o' clock thet moreicewasinthe area. But the Titanic's

sium, asguiash court, even an eight-piece orchestra—comfortsto radio operator, Jack Phillips, wasfrantically relaying radio messages

diaedl thedesres of her passengers. from the passengersto therday station at Cape Racein Newfound-
Onething, however, waslacking. Therewere not enough land. He sharply told the Californian not to interrupt, thet he had

lifeboats. Infact, she had only 20, which wasenough for fewerthan  many more messagesto send and aready knew of theice. Sothe

4 The Good News Photo courtesy Paramount Pictures, Inc.
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“ 7 Californian ceasettortct without relaying the position of the
; ‘gpproaching iceberg, and Mr. Phillips did not inform the captain.

At 11:40firg-class passengers il awvakein their opulent Sate-
roomsfet afaint shudder, akind of jarring asthough they had hit
something. One passenger later described it as* someone drawing a
giant finger dong the side of the ship.” Therewasno mgjor jolt,
nothing dramatic to show cause for concern. Whatever it was, most
passengers concluded it must not have been important.

Shortly afterward, the familiar hum and vibration of the engines
and the ship moving through the water ceased. The massiveliner
had stopped. It wasthe Slencethat attracted the mogt atention.

A number of passengerswent outside to see what had happened.
They were assured al waswell. Stewards explained that they had
gruck alittleice, but that there was nothing to worry about. Before
long some of the passengers noticed that the ship seemed to be
listing ever so dightly, but they quickly dismissed the thought
asunimportant.

A terrifying realization

Up on the ship's bridge Capt. Smith; Bruce |smay, the head of the
White Star Line; and ThomasAndrews, the ship'shbuilder, sood in
dishelief asthefull horror of what had happened sank in. The Situa:
tionwasdire. The Titanic had collided with aniceberg. From firgt

.-sighting toimpact had been Ay allittle morethan 30 seconds. The

floating mountain of ice had caught the liner aglancing blow onthe
right sde of itsunderbelly, about 12 feet abovethe ked, buckling the
hull’'ssted platesand opening a300-foot gash in thefirdt five water-
tight compartments. The compartmentswerergpidly filling with
water and beginning to pull the ship down &t the bow.

TheTitanic could not say &l oat for long—no more than two
hours, according to the esimate. The unsinkable ship was sinking,
fataly punctured, thewound in her Side open to theicy ocean water
rushingin.

Jugt after midnight, asbelow decks crewmen fought furioudy to
keep the ship afl oat, water surged into the mailroom. At 12:05 the
order was heard to uncover thelifeboats. There had been no lifeboat
drill, no practice, no warnings, no preparation. After all, thiswasthe
steamship that could not sink.

Therewaslittle noise—no bells, no Sirens, no generd darms. The
first-class sewards simply went from cabin to cabin politely but
firmly asking first-class passengersto go up on deck and don life
blts. At first there wasjoking, passengersvoicing both anusement
and dishelief—acomplete lack of comprehension of the gravity of
their plight. One passenger joked with the ship’s squash professiond
that he had better cancel hisbooking for the morning. What he didn’t
know wasthat the water was aready up to the squash court’ s ceiling.

March/April 1998 5



Second officer Lightoller wasplacedin
charge of loading the lifeboats on the port
sde. Herigidly inssted that only women
and children could embark. On the star-
board side, thingswerealittlelessstrict.
Everywhere was polite confusion. After dl,
they had never donethisbefore.

Striking up the band

It was now that the band struck up, play-
ing ragtime. Perhapsit would keep people
camer and happier. Some children Sarted
to cry. A chilling anguish crept into the eyes
of many aparent, husband and wife asthey
began to redize afear more powerful than
any they had ever known.

Up onthe ship'sbridge, frantic efforts
were made to reach the Californian. But
that vessdl’sradio operator was adeep and
had turned hisradio off. Meanwhile, the
band played on—even louder now—and
the deck began to dant alittle more.

Women and children were loaded pro-
gressively into thelifeboats. Tearful fare-
welIswere made with the redlization that
husbands, fathers and brothers might be
Seen no more. Some brave wives elected
to stay by their husbands sideson the ship.

By now it was 12:45, more than an hour
after the callision with theiceberg. An
explosion of distressrocketsflew highinto
theair, lighting up the night sky over the

nightmarish scene. Thiswould continue for
the next hour. Ten milesaway crew mem-
bers on the Californian observed what they
thought were continuing festivitieson a
much-cel ebrated maiden voyage. It never
dawned on them that the Titanic was sink-
ing, and that what they saw wasin redlity
adesperate pleafor help fromashipin her
final throes.

And adl thewhilethe band played, asthe

6 The Good News

deck continued toftilt even farther. Mr.
Lightoller was setting the lifeboats adrift
with their precious cargo of women and
children. But many werewell short of full.
On the starboard Sde, some men were luck-
ier and afew were taken on the boats,
including Bruce Ismay.

The minutesticked awvay. By now the
deck wastilting precarioudy; and till, the
band played on.

Desperate cries for help

For the two hours until she sank, many
radio messages were sent and received as
the Titanic desperately signaed for help.

A few ships responded, including the Frank-
furt, Mount Temple, Virginian, Baltic and
Birma. But the Californian—the only vessd
within range—remained obliviousto the
Titanic'splight. The Carpathia, 58 miles
away, responded at 12:25 and promised to
comeasquickly asshe could. Eventhe
Olympic—the Titanic'ssigter ship, 500 miles
avay—repliedtothedigresscals.

By 1:15 few passengersyet understood
their peril and how swiftly the mighty
Titanic wasfilling with water. It wasincon-
celvablethat the unsinkable ship, the largest
vessd afloat, wasredly snking.

At 1:40 the crew on the bridgefired the
last of the rockets, and the last remaining
lifeboatsfilled. By 1:55 thelast onewas

The Titanic under
construction in Belfast

-i.-. e

lowered to safety. Inall, 705 people were
to survive by means of theselifeboats. That
left more than 1,500 people still a@board with
nowhereto go.

And the band, which had played on and
on, finaly finished itslast piece. Theclosing
strains seemed to hang likeice particlesin
thefrigidair. It wasasound that would
haunt the survivorsfor the remainder of
their lives.

Bettmann Archive

The mighty Titanic, now filled with
water a the bow, beganto tilt darmingly,
and the stern soon rose highinthe air,
exposing the massive propellersto the night
sky and icy air. Some people jumped for it
and swam toward the lifeboats. Most never
madeit.

Death of a great vessel

Survivorsin the lifeboats witnessed the
vivid and catastrophic end to the once-
mighty steamship. Thelights, which had
remained on thanksto the diligence of the
engineers, now blinked before disappearing
for good. A hideous, unimaginable roar
thundered from the ship asfurniture, chan-
deliers, pictures, glasswareand crystal came
loose and shattered, adin mixed with the
anguished cries of the doomed.

A massive funnel broke off and plum-
meted into the seaiin ashower of sparks.
Then camearoar asno other, which some
later said wasthe breaking back of the
immense vessdl asthe ship wastorn asun-
der. At precisaly 2:20 am., two hoursand
40 minutes after she had struck theiceberg,
the gigantic ocean liner died, diding
quickly into the blackness of the degp and
plunging to her fina resting place some
12,500 feet below. The survivors gasped
and sobbed in dishelief.

Thefina dramaunfolded as desperate
survivorswaited and hoped for rescue.
Many who had jumped from the shipinits
dying momentswere il dive, struggling
intheicy water. Those on the boats could
hear them thrashing and milling around, the
dark, till air ringing with their criesfor
help. But, apart from onelifeboat thet saved
just threelives, the other boats never went
back to help; their occupants weretoo fear-
ful for their own lives.

One by one the desperate cries grew muf-
fled, until ahaunting silence descended on
the scene. All those not in the lifeboats had
succumbed to hypothermiaand exhaustion.

The Carpathia steamed a full speed and
reached the spot by 4 am. Shocked at the
redlization that the mighty Titanic was gone,
they began to take on board the hapless,
freezing survivors. Over the next few days
some 325 bodies were recovered; the rest
had joined the shipin her watery grave.

The Titanic lay undisturbed on the ocean
floor until 1985, when aresearch team using
remote-controlled submersible craft found
her resting place. A fascinated world was
then reintroduced to atragedy that need
never have happened. GN
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hewasthelargest and most luxurious
ship &float. On her maiden voyage,
she epitomized theleading edge of
thetechnology of thetime, ingpiring
awe and wonder. With her 16 watertight
compartments, shewasthought to be unsink-
able; infact, when oneof her deckhandswas
asked at the beginning of the voyage whether
sheredly was ungnkable, hereplied, “God
Himsdf could not Sink thisship.”
The Titanic is perhapsthe world's best-
known ship because of thetragedy that
befell her. Theloss of thisgreat liner has

long since passed into legend. But perhaps

Photo courtesy Paramount Pictures, Inc.

by John Meakin

the most tragic part of the sagaisthat it
didn’'t have to happen.

Thedory of the Titanic (describedinmore
detall in the preceding article) ismoving and
harrowing, and presents an important Spiri-
tuad lesson for our day.

Technologicaly advanced though she
was, the capacity of the Titanic'slifeboats
wasonly 1,178, whilethe ship wasbuilt to
carry 3,000 passengersand crew. Thisis part
of the macabre fascination people have with
thisstory: Therewassimply noway any
more than haf the ship's complement would
survive should the unthinkable happen. So

when thetragedy occurred, only thefew
survived. Many lifeboatswerewd | short of
their capacity—only 705 out of about 2,220
ecaped to the sefety of these craft.

In many waysthe modern eraislikethe
Titanic. Oursisatechnologicaly advanced
age, with agrester array of luxuriesand con-
veniencesthan ever before. We are Speeding
forward into dark, uncharted watersat full
throttle. Most people cannot believethis
society could ever sink; theideaseems so
remotethat few alow the possibility into
their thinking.

Yet according to your Biblethisagewill

March/April 1998 7



founder. Thisworld—thisage and society
with dl itswondersand marvels—will fall
becauseit functions on the wrong founda-
tion. It violateswith gpparent impunity
God'slaw based on the Ten Command-
ments. It ressgsthewill of God and lurches
inevitably toward atime of terribletrouble.
When that moment of destiny arrives, like
that icy massthat shattered human compla-
cency, pride and arrogance 86 years ago,
therewill beakind of lifeboat available,
but by no meanswill it be accessibleto dl.
In Matthew 24 Jesus Christ was asked
by His discipleswhen the end of theworld
(Greek aion, meaning “age’) would come
and what Sgnswould precedeit. Christ's

ago. In histimetheworld wasinasorry
date, much likeitsconditionin our time.
Theworld was corrupt and evil. Mankind
despised God'slaws, and God wasangry.
“Then the Lorp saw that the wickedness of
man was great in the earth, and thet every
intent of thethoughts of hisheart wasonly
evil continualy” (Geness6:5).

God so abhorred peopl€'s behavior thet
Heregretted cresting humans (verse 6), and
determined to destroy them and give society
and civilization afresh sart.

So, quiteliterdly, God instructed Noah to
preparealifeboat so that, when their world
sank benegth the waves, Noah and hisfamily
would be spared.

In many ways the modern era is like the Titanic. We are
speeding forward into dark, uncharted waters at full throttle.
Most people cannot believe this society could ever sink.

answer focused on atime of greet trouble,
thelikes of which the world has never seen,
eventothisday. It will be sobad that it will
requirethe return of Jesus Chrigt to intervene
and save mankind from destroying al
humean life. However, said Jesus, “for the
elect's sskethose dayswill be shortened”
(verse 22, emphasis added throughout).

In Revelation 3:10-11, in apassage con-
nected with that sametime, God promises
to keep His people (the elect) “from the
hour of trid which shall come upon the
wholeworld””

Theapostle John later described awoman,
representing the Church, who would be pro-
tected from the rampaging serpent, repre-
senting Satan the devil (Revelation 12:9, 14).
Satan is prevented from hurting the woman,
but isalowed to “makewar with the rest of
her offspring, who keep the commandments
of God and have the testimony of Jesus
Chrigt” (verse 17). God provides deliverance
and protection for afew. Otherswill not
enjoy that same protection or deliverance.

Thebassof sdectionfor this*“lifeboat” is
not so much phys ca—how much money
you have, who you know, the way you
appear on the outs de—hut theway you
really areontheinsde. Thissdection
appliestoal those called by God'sgraceto
have arelaionship with Him through Jesus
Chrig, but who respond in an appropriate
way. It appliesto Christianswho are deter-
mined to hold fast to God'sway of life.

An earlier lifeboat for humanity

Noah, called “apreecher of righteous-
ness’ (2 Peter 2:5), lived thousands of years

8 The Good News

Many scoffed and ridiculed Nosh ashe
built this massive lifeboat. But they quit
laughing when therain came and the waters
begantorise Likethe helplessvictimson
the Titanic, they weretrapped in thewaters
with nowhereto go. They dl drowned.

Jesus Chrigt tells usthat just before His
return, a theend of thisage, conditionswill
be srikingly smilar to the state of theworld
in Noah'stime (Matthew 24:36-42). When
the Titanic that ishuman society goes down,
God will have alifeboat of sorts planned out
and available

Sad to say, men and women everywhere
will beunawarethat anythingisredly
wrong. Just asthe ship’sband continued to
play asthe Titanic took onicy Atlantic water
through the mortal wound initssSde, society
today continuesitsdide toward disaster,
blissfully ignoring the danger dl around.

The lesson of Lot and Sodom

After theflood came atime when God
was again o repulsed by evil that Heinter-
vened to destroy snand itseffects. Inthe
citiesof Sodom and Gomorrah, sexua
perverson was rampant (Genesis 19:1-13),
alded and abetted by pride, arrogance, pros-
perity and idleness (Ezekiel 16:49-50).

Warned by angels of the coming
destruction of Sodom, righteous Lot tried
to dert hisimmediate family so they could
escape. He was rebuffed: “ But to his sons-
in-law he seemed to bejoking” (Genesis
19:14). Thejoke, however, was on them.
Firerained on and destroyed both cities,
which have since become abyword for sin
and its consequences. “And it cameto

pass, when God destroyed the cities of the
plain, that God remembered Abraham, and
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow,
when He overthrew the citiesin which Lot
hed dwelt” (verse 29). Only Lot and his
daughters escaped.

The examplesof Noah and Lot arelinked
together as profound lessonsfor our day
(2 Peter 2:4-8). Whether werecognizeit or
not, our worldislikethat of Noah and Lot.
Wickedness and disregard for God and His
waysareadmos universa. Many of our
citiesand townsare moraly no morethan
festering cesspools, not unlike Sodom.

God will not forever turn ablind eyeto the
ever-increasing corruption around us. Nor
will He abandon those whose outcry against
ociety’ssinsrisesto Hisears. A day of reck-
oning for snapproaches. A time of deliver-
ancefor the righteous beckons.

If God punished sinnersand delivered the
righteousin thetime of Noah and Lot, then
we can be assured thet for our timeaso “the
Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptations and to reserve the unjust under
punishment for the day of judgment” (verses
9-10). God ddlivered righteous Noah and
Lot. Hewill do the samefor the godly in our
day—thosewho resist the prevailing, perva:
svesnsthat characterizethisage.

A world caught unaware

Noah and L ot are again mentioned inthe
same context in Luke 17:26-37, where
Christ describes conditions at the end of the
age. Thetiming of the eventsthat lead up to
Hisreturn will catch most people unaware.
Inthetime of Noah and Lat, in spite of these
two men’swarnings, people continued in
their normal routines until disaster suddenly
struck. Sowill it be, said Jesus, inthe day of
Hisreturnto earth.

In spite of warningsfrom God's servants,
thasewho do not heed will face atime of
supremetrouble, without God's protection
and promise of deliverance. Verses 34-37
describe how somewill be miraculoudy
spared, delivered from the calamity about to
envelop theworld. Truly God knows how to
deliver therighteous from atime of trouble.

This passageillustrates the tendency of
human nature to assume that the longer
something has been going on thelonger it
will continueto go on. The Bible, however,
showsthe danger inherent in that assump-
tion. The ancient | sradlites expressed these
thoughtsin proverbs and sayings of their
day. “Thedaysare prolonged, and every
visonfals” sad one (Ezekid 12:22). “The




visonthat he seesisfor many daysfrom
now, and he prophesies of timesfar off,” sad
another (verse 27). In both cases God makes
it clear that Hisword will be done, and judg-
ment for Sniscertain.

Did peoplereact the sameway tothe
preaching of Noah and Lot?Apparently they
assumed that “every visonfails’ or that
Noah or Lot prophesied “of timesfar off.”
They didn't redlizethat thevision of Noah
and Lot pertained to their own eras.

A time of reckoning

Asasociety, we seemto think we can get
away with dmost any despicable act without
facing the consequences. In effect we pro-
clam, “God Himsdlf could not Sink this
ship!” Asthe apostle Paul bluntly put it,
“Thereisnofear of God. .. (Romans3:18).

Oneof Britain'sfavorite patriotic songs
proclams, “RuleBritannia. . . Britonsnever,
never, never shal bedaves” But the contin-
ued existence of dl nationsisactudly deter-
mined by the goodness and grace of God.
No nationisunsinkable, and one day we
may well learn that at grest cost.

Most people go aong with the crowd,
participating in and coexisting with Snwhile
thinking little of it. But God islooking for
thosewho stand out from the crowd and
resist evil. Helooksfor courageous, con-
cerned men and women “who Sigh and cry
over dl theabominationsthat aredone’ in
society around us (Ezekiel 9:4), whose con-
science, morasand valuesarein tune with
His. Hewill hear their anguished outcry, just
asHe heard Lot and Noah.

Inacompelling prophecy for thetime
immediately preceding the return of Chrigt,
Maachi discussesthe end of thisage. A time
iscoming, he says, when the unthinkable
will happen. Just asthe supposedly unsink-
able Titanic met disaster, sowill civilization
face unimaginable catastrophe. * * For
behold, the day iscoming, burning likean
oven, and dl the proud, yes, dl who do
wickedly will be stubble. And the day which
iscoming shdl burnthem up,” saystheLorD
of hosts, *‘that will leave them neither root
nor branch’” (Mdachi 4:1).

A lifeboat is available

At thisprophesied time, thereturning
Christ will intervene and provide alifeboat
of sortsfor some. Theway of lifewelead
will determine whether we will be on that
lifeboat or not.

Who will be spared at that time? God,
through Maachi, givesusseverd indica-

tions: thosewho have agodly fear, respect-
ing and honoring God and Hisway of life
(verse 2), and who “remember the Law of
Moses, My servant” (verse4).

God gave Hislawsto Mosesfor His
redeemed peopleof |sragl. That law isbasad
on His Ten Commandments and was
expanded through statutes and judgments.
Jesus Christ Himself clarified that these laws
are based on the two great spiritua princi-
plesof loving God and fellowman (Matthew
22:37-40). Thelaw ishoaly, just and good
(Romans 7:12), and isareflection of God's
unchanging character, whichisbased in love
(L John 4:8, 16).

God's Churchtoday is, spiritualy, acon-
tinuation of that physical nation andisnow
“thelsradl of God” (Gadians6:16), God's
new “holy nation” (1 Peter 2:9) and thetrue
children of the promise (Romans 9:8). These
believersare expected to uphold the stan-
dards and pattern of behavior God reveded
toancient Israel through Hislaws, which are
relevant and gpplicableto al humanity.

The burgeoning Snsof our increasingly
lawless societieswill exact their inevitable

pendties. Likeancient |srael, many people
don't wish to betold of their sinsand defi-

technological advancesto stiate and titillate
usaswe continue our collectivemora
degeneration. One day—aswasthe casefor
thosein the days of Noah and Lot, and for
the doomed passengersand crew of the
Titanic—"lifeasusud” will beno more.
Thewad will come tumbling down.

Seaing thet all thesethingsare certainto
happen if we do not change our ways, God
asks of usaserious question: “What manner
of persons ought you to bein holy conduct
and godliness. .7’ (2 Peter 3:11).

It bears thinking about, doesn't it? Did
God hold the key to survival at thetime
of Noah and L ot? Was the deckhand who
said of the Titanic that even God couldn’t
sink her proven wrong? Does God hold the
key today?

Of courseHe does. And thelifeboat He
is preparing has everything to do with your
relationship to Him and the way of lifeyou
lead. God providesalifeline, through Jesus
Chrigt, todl who will fear and obey Him.

Let'sbeclear. Thisageislikethe Titanic.
We naively assume society to be unsink-
able. Yet it isdestined to go down. But we
don't haveto go down with it. By establish-
ing arelationship with God and upholding

Just as the ship’s band continued to play as the Titanic
took on icy Atlantic water through the mortal wound
In its side, society today continues its slide toward
disaster, blissfully ignoring the danger all around.

anceof thelaws of God. Their attitudeis
expressedinlsaiah 30:9-10; “. . . Thisisa
rebellious people. . . who will not hear the
law of the Lorp; who say to the seers, ' Do
not see and to the prophets, ‘ Do not proph-
esy to usright things, spesk to us smooth
things, prophesy deceits.”

Because most peopleincreasingly
despise God'sways, viewing them asirrel -
evant to their way of life, God will inter-
vene. Likethe proverbid bulgein thewall
that has been there so long that it has come
to beignored, its“breaking comes sud-
denly, inaningant .. ” (verses 12-14).

Don’t go down with the ship

Wedon't haveto belike the people
described in these scriptures. We know the
shipisgoing down. Thesgnsareal around
us. Thewadl isbulging. The cracksare sart-
ing to appear.

Little can be done about the massive prob-
lemsfacing mankind. Life continues pretty
much asusud, with occasiond exciting

theway of lifeHe callsusto, we can locate
alifeboat.

When you look around & the glitter,
glamour, splendor and wondersof our age,
remember the Titanic, which no one
believed would ever Snk. Remember the
haunting description of that mighty ship's
last moments. “The band played on.. . . and
thedeck continued toftilt” 6N

RECOMMENDED READING

Why areyou here?What isthe
purpose of human life?Whereisthis
world headed?Although the answers
have been available to man for thou-
sandsof years, few have understood
them. You can discover theanswersfor
yoursdf inthefree booklets What I's
Your Degtiny? and The Gospel of the
Kingdom. Just contact usat the office
inyour country (or the country nearest
you) on page 2 of thisissue.
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Sidelining the Ten Commandments

Says one British newspaper: “The Ten
Commandments have been sidelined
by the Church of England . . . ina
controversial attempt to make
services less ‘sombre’ and more
populist. The move has
prompted a storm of protest
from [conservative] clergy
who accuse the bishops of
finally surrendering any
claim to moral leadership in

Britain” (emphasis added).

Earlier this year new sta-
tistics were published that
revealed that the Anglicans
had suffered their biggest drop
in attendance in more than 20
years. Outraged synod member Phil
Gore commented that “many in the Church
do not want a God that makes too many demands on them.
Therefore they want to dismiss the Ten Commandments as
irrelevant to our modern age.”

A similar protest was voiced by David Wilkinson, a lay
member from Derby. “The secular world is crying out for the
Ten Commandments. Relativism in ethics has taken such a
hold on society that fewer and fewer people have a clear
idea of the difference between right and wrong.”

This news is sadly reminiscent of the apostle Paul’s
prophecy that ““in the last days perilous times will come: For
men will be lovers of themselves, . . . unthankful, unholy,
unloving, unforgiving, . . . headstrong, haughty, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God.” (Source: The Sunday
Times [London]; 2 Timothy 3:1-4.)

Genital herpes infects 45 million Americans

In the last two decades genital herpes has doubled among
white adults in their 20s while increasing fivefold among
white teenagers, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. Now about one in five teens and
adults—some 45 million Americans—has the disease, with

Now about one in five teens and adults—
some 45 million Americans—has herpes, with
most of them unaware that they are infected.

most of them unaware that they are infected.

Although some sexually transmissible diseases have seen
declines in number of infections, researchers attribute the
rise in herpes infections to young people increasing their fre-
quency of sexual activity, number of sex partners and rate of
unprotected sex.

Genital herpes, which has no known cure, often causes
outbreaks of painful ulcers or itching around the genitals
and can lead to painful inflammation of the cervix, where it

Overview

[T ELET) Ersn
can also be spread to newborns at birth. Medical studies
have also indicated that herpes sores may increase the likeli-
hood of a person contracting the AIDS virus during sexual
contact with an AIDS-infected partner.

This is but part of the damage people inflict on them-
selves when they ignore God’s commands prohibiting sex
outside the marriage relationship. Such suffering could be
avoided if young people would heed the biblical advice to
“flee fornication.” (Sources: The Associated Press; Exodus
20:14; 1 Corinthians 6:18, King James Version.)

Like to buy a used church?

Shrinking church attendance throughout much of Europe
is forcing church leaders to face a troubling question: What
can be done with the thousands of enormous churches,
chapels and monasteries that no longer receive enough use
to justify the high costs of their maintenance?

In much of Europe church attendance began a serious
slide in the 1960s before plummeting in the 1980s. Conse-
quently, unused churches are scattered throughout Ger-
many, France, Britain and other northern European
countries. Many have simply shut and locked their doors.

In Germany and France, churches receive some govern-
ment support, so churches that would otherwise close have
remained open. In the crowded Netherlands, however,
where some 40 percent of the Dutch claim to belong to no
church or religion, a cash-strapped clergy has sold more
than 250 church buildings and properties in the last two
decades. Many were converted into cultural centers,
libraries, apartments, shops and even discotheques. (Source:
The New York Times.)

World to share Asian financial pains

The ongoing Asian financial firestorm will affect virtually
the entire world in 1998, according to projections issued by
the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

The report predicts slowing economic growth and rising
unemployment and trade deficits. The biggest risk for indus-
trial nations, the IMF said, is decreasing consumer confidence
caused by ongoing turmoil in financial markets. As if to
underscore this prediction, world stock markets gyrated
wildly as 1997 drew to a close and 1998 began.

The United States, it warns, is in danger of exploding
trade deficits, estimated to increase by 29 percent to some
$230 billion as currency devaluations lower the costs of
imported Asian goods and slow U.S. exports.

Just before the Asian financial crisis began, the IMF had
predicted worldwide economic growth of 4.3 percent. Just
two months later, as Asia’s dilemma deepened, the IMF low-
ered its projected increase to 3.5 percent, the lowest increase
in five years.

“The repercussions in regional and global financial markets
... have proven much deeper and more extensive than seemed
likely only a few months ago,” said the report. “The economic
implications can now be expected to be more serious.”
(Source: The Associated Press.)
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Seventy atheist priests

“God does not exist as an independent agent. God is a fig-
ure created as a human ideal.”” Such words might not sound
unusual coming from an atheistic scientist or philosopher.
But what are we to make of such words coming from the
spokesman for a group of Anglican priests?

Conditions in the Anglican leadership have
deteriorated so much and so quickly that
one newspaper columnist wonders, “Is it

time to shut down the Church of England?”

As reported in one British newspaper, “more than 70 serv-
ing Anglican priests are members of an organization that
does not believe in the literal truth of the Bible or in the exis-
tence of God.”

Conditions in the Anglican leadership have deteriorated
so much and so quickly that one newspaper columnist won-
ders, “Is it time to shut down the Church of England?” He is
particularly provoked by a leading bishop who condones
consensual homosexual relations for people as young as 16.
(Source: The Sunday Times [London].)

Pornography fuels cyberspace advancements

Easy access to pornography has made it one of the most
lucrative moneymaking industries on the Internet. Demand
for virtual sex helps drive advances in cyberspace technology,
according to Internet entrepreneurs.

Although no firm figures are available, a survey by Inter-
active Week magazine concluded that 10,000 sexually
explicit sites could be bringing in as much as $1 billion annu-
ally from credit-card charges for accessing the sites. An ana-
lyst for one company that tracks use of on-line services
reports that more than one in four households owning com-
puters visits such sites monthly.

Sexually explicit sites are among the first to use such
advanced (and expensive) technology as T3 phone lines,
through which compressed, high-resolution video images
can easily be transmitted and viewed. One pornography
provider recently announced a $10 million effort offering
multiple computer video channels much like cable television.

Says one porn model turned computer entrepreneur (who
manages her own Web site featuring herself), “Sex is still the
most searched-for word on the Internet, and that’s why our
service is growing so well.” (Source: The Associated Press.)

More troubling trends in the Middle East

A disturbing recent communiqué reveals that “teams of
technicians have arrived in Teheran to work on the final
stages of Iran’s long-range missile programme, providing the
ayatollahs with the ability to pose a substantial threat to the
entire Middle East.” The article explains: “As the West con-
centrates its attention on curbing Iraq’s attempts to develop
non-conventional weapons, Iran has been developing its
own weapons of mass destruction, uninhibited by the prying
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eyes of United Nations inspectors.”

This feature continues: “The Iranians are trying to com-
plete development of the Shahab three and four missiles,
which would have a range of up to 1,000 miles.”

Conditions in the military and political world may not have
changed as much as we might have thought. “Apart from
working closely with the North Koreans and Chinese, the Ira-
nians are still co-operating with Russian missile experts. An
estimated 350 Iranians are registered as 'students’ in Russia,
conducting experiments at the two main missile research
establishments in Moscow, the Tsagi and Mai institutes.”

Finally, a stern warning from the National Council of Resis-
tance of Iran (NCRI), comprised of 331 members of the British
Parliament ranging across all political parties: “When it
comes to acquiring weapons of mass destruction, there is
essentially little difference between Iraq and Iran. Like Iraq,
Iran wants to build an arsenal of nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons. It is in the interests of international security
that effective action is taken to stop them from doing so.”
(Source: The Sunday Telegraph [London].)

Good news about diet

Green salads keep cancer cells at bay: Recent research at
London and Aberdeen hospitals shows that ““a plate of green
salad before a meal can protect against stomach cancer.”

Further, “green vegetables such as lettuce have been
found to contain chemicals that, when naturally converted
into potent anti-bacterial agents, also combat food poison-
ing.” (Source: The Sunday Telegraph [London].)

Why bad news in The Good News?

Speaking of world conditions preceding His return, Jesus
Christ said, “It will be a time of great distress; there has
never been such a time from the beginning of the world
until now, and will never be again” (Matthew 24:21, New
English Bible).

The United Church of God, whose members and support-
ers provide the financial backing for The Good Newrs,

The world is filled with bad news. Yet the
future holds incredible promise: Jesus Christ’s
return to establish the Kingdom of God.

believes in and teaches the return of Jesus Christ. This section
reports on some of the consequences of human behavior
leading to the very conditions Christ described: a dangerous
world of chaos, confusion and apprehension in which man
faces the terrifying possibility of human extinction (verse 22).

The world is filled with bad news. Yet the future holds
incredible promise: Jesus Christ’s return to establish the King-
dom of God (Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 11:15), ushering in a
time of peace, prosperity and plenty during which all people
will at last learn to live God’s way of life. This truly is good
news on which you can stake your future.

—John Ross Schroeder and Scott Ashley



The Marshall Plan Revisited

At the end of World War Il much of Europe lay in ruins. Here is the story of how
one man’s vision helped restore much of the Continent to health and prosperity.

t'shard toimagine today that 50 years
ago much of Europe'sindustria produc-
tion had been destroyed. Germany lay in
ruins. Britain, France, Itay, the Nether-
lands and other European countrieshad
been badly mauled and were exhausted.

All acrossthe Continent, villages, towns
and cities had been pounded into rubble.
Trangportation was unreligble or nonexis-
tent. Roads, bridges and railroads|ay
wrecked and demolished. Tensof millions
of men, women and children had been killed
or mamed. Millionsmore struggled just to
find food to est and adry placeto deep at
night. For many the peaceful and prosperous
lifewidely known adecade earlier wasa
shattered, far-off memory.

The fallout of World War I

Western Europe had just seen decedesof -

progress battered into dust in the firestorm

of World War |1. The economy wasin sham- :

bles, Britain faced a desperate shortage of
cod and eectrica power. Tradewaspara-

lyzed, and factories had been crippled across g

Europe. Farms, minesand manufacturing
concernsstruggled to provide food, shelter,
clothing and power to thewar's survivors.
Nothing came easy on acontinent on which
neighboring countries had spent Six years
fearing and hating each cther, killing and
being killed.

A shattered Europe was starved for capi-
ta toreinvest in industry; capita withwhich
torelieve acrippling debt burden; capitd to
enable Europeansto get their people back to
work and adequately feed them.

The particularly severe winter of 1946-
47 only exacerbated the problems and
shortages. Reconstruction required prod-
uctsfrom the United States, and the Euro-
peanssmply did not havethe dollarsto
purchase such material.

Few could imagine how the misery
would end. But end it did, and the Europe
of today isvastly different. What madethis
recovery possble?

Thisyear marksthe 50th anniversary of

12 The Good News

by John Meakin
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A devastated Europe faced severe problems in the aftermath of World War Il. Much
of the continent’s infrastructure was destroyed or damaged. Through the visionary
efforts of George C. Marshall (inset), Europe was able to recover and rebuild.

the enactment of aremarkable and visonary
drategy: theMarshdl Plan, asit cameto be
called. It was an American plan thet pro-
vided for the recongtruction across Europe
of economic and politica systemsbadly
damaged by war.

Europe owesmuch to George C. Mar-
shdl’sunderstanding and foresight. But how
did thisplan come about, and whet did it do
for Europe?

During the spring of 1947, after George

Marshdl (who had served asagenerd in
theU.S. Army during thewar) had been
gopointed U.S. secretary of dete, the gravity
of the European Stuation became apparent
toAmerican leadership. True, asmall-scae
recovery was aready under way, fueled by
alittle-publicized infusion of ad from
America, mainly intheform of loans.
From July 1945 until December 1947
Americapumped roughly $11 billioninto
Europe. But thisad was oriented toward
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relief and waslargely unfocused. It hed
not achieved the progressthat had been
hoped for. A more coherent and effective
approach was hecessary.

InMarch 1947 Secretary Marshall
attended theforeign ministers' confer-
encein Moscow. Political and economic
devel opments were not promising.

The East-West ideologicd dividewas
becoming even more pronounced.
Alarmed at the fallure of the conference,
on hisreturn from Moscow Mr. Mar-
shdll declared that “the patient issinking
whilethe doctors deliberate”

Over the next Sx weeksthe secretary
et hisdepartment working feverishly to
come up with aworkable solution. The
plan that eventualy emerged wassmple
and far-sighted and broke new ground.
Americawould commit itself to provide,
over severd years, ad to European coun-
triesthat would agreeto respond cooper-
atively. Remarkable asit may seem from
aCold Wer perspective, thisplan even
envisioned including the Soviet Union
anditsnewly acquired Eastern European
sadlites

The goaswere sraightforward:
dleviatethedallar shortage; providea
catayst for recovery; head off any rever-
sontoauthoritarian solutions, thusalle-
viating the devel oping communist thregt.

Thenew program would target
investment and reconstruction. It would
include what we now call technology
trandfer and involve advisarsin eco-
nomic modernization. Americaenvis-
aged arebuilt Europeinwhich nations
would act together, cooperating asthe
American gates had donefor decades.
Modern production methodsAmerica
had mobilized so successfully during the
war effort would be emulated.

Thisnew aid would be sustained
over several yearsand targeted in away
that would help dleviate balance-of-
payments problems. It would stress
productivity and cooperation between
capital and labor acrossthe region, and
emulate the United States’ productive
political economy. This plan was publi-
cized as*ahand-up,” not ahandout.

An outline for restoration

OnJune5, 1947, George Marshall
launched the program during the now-
famous Harvard University graduation
ceremonies at which he received his
own honorary degree. In modest and

understated tones he described the
dangerous Situation in Europe and laid
out therationaefor American involve-
ment in nothing lessthan the rebuilding
of Europe.

Inwhat has been called the “ ultimate
commencement address’ of around
1,200 words—which took only 12
minutesto delive—Mr. Marshall
argued that Europe “ must have substan-
tial additiond help or face economic,
socid and political deterioration of a
very grave character”

Henoted that “itislogicd that the
United States should do whatever itis
abletodoto assg inthereturn of
norma economic hedlth intheworld,
without which there can be no political
gtability and no assured peece”

He made the case for why his plan
was needed: “ Our policy isdirected
not against any country or doctrine but
againgt hunger, poverty, desperation
and chaos”

Thebadsof the project, hesaid, was
to beapartnership. “It would be neither
fitting nor efficaciousfor thisgovern-
ment to undertake to draw up unilateraly
aprogram designed to place Europeon
itsfeet economicdly. Theinitiative,
| think, must comefrom Europe”

Mr. Marshall added two handwritten
paragraphs at the end of the speech to
emphasize concerns he had voiced a
thedart: “Itisvirtudly impossbleat this
distance merely by reading or listening,
or seeing photographs and motion pic-
tures, tograsp at dl thered significance
of the tuation. And yet thewholeworld
of thefuture hangs on aproper judg-
ment” (emphasisadded).

The State Department was concerned
about initial adversereaction, and the
speech was purposely understated and
short on specifics. American publicity
was muted. Many peoplefailed at first
to grasp theimportance of the discourse.

However, such wasnot the casein
Europe. Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin
of Britain heard the speech and itsdra:
matic offer onthe BBC newsand imme-
diately telephoned the French foreign
minister, Georges Bidault. Both govern-
ments quickly affirmed their acceptance
of the offer.

A continent begins to rebuild

Mr. Bevin and Mr. Bidault rapidly
organized aunified European response.

History’s Verdict on
Marshall’s Plan

any have been generous in their praise of

the Marshall Plan. It became the largest
foreign-aid program in America’s history and the
most successful peacetime American foreign policy
of this century. It would later be thought of as a
superior example of enlightened self-interest. The
policy presented the United States and its citizens in
the best possible light or, in W.H. Auden’s words, as
“a friend of the future.”

The vision of the Marshall Plan created a new
postwar order in Western Europe favorable to Amer-
ican interests. But America and Western Europe as a
whole were partners in the task of reconstruction. It
was this spirit of cooperation and tolerance, the
emphasis on self-help and mutual aid, that
accounted for the plan’s success and enabled it to
stand as an enduring lesson for later generations.

The integration of \Western European economies
was a great achievement and one in which the Mar-
shall Plan played a significant part. This integrated
economic order, with its central institutions, helped
to channel the resurgent energy of the Federal
Republic of Germany in constructive ways and pro-
vided acombined front to act as a bulwark to contain
Soviet power to the east. It was to set Western
Europe on a path that would lead it to the Common
Market of the 1960s and the European Community
of today.

To grasp its tremendous significance, consider
how international leaders viewed the Marshall Plan
at the time.

President Harry Truman observed: “I believe that
in years to come we shall look back upon this under-
taking as the dividing line between the old era of
world affairs and the new—the dividing line
between the old era of national suspicion, economic
hostility and isolationism and the new era of mutual
cooperation to increase the prosperity of people
throughout the world.”

British foreign secretary Ernest Bevin called it an
act of “generosity . . . beyond belief” and “an idea
which translates the problem from one of individual
countries to one of a continent, and only a country
that is a continent could look at another continent in
thatway . .. | felt it was the first chance we had ever
been given since the end of the war to look at [the]
European economy as a whole.”

Ludwig Erhard, chancellor of the Federal Republic
of Germany (1963-66), talked of the plan’s selfless-
ness. “This magnanimous support [the Marshall Plan]
deserves above all to be assessed from the point of
view of its moral effect. It gave the German people
the feeling that they were no longer written off by
the rest of the world but that they could again take
part in the progress of the free world. Its economic
and financial significance was, moreover, no less.”

Dirk Stikker, foreign minister of the Netherlands
(1948-52), noted that “Churchill’s words won the
war; Marshall’s words won the peace.”

Perhaps Winston Churchill himself summed it up
most memorably when he called the Marshall Plan
“the most unsordid act in history.”
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Winston Churchill on

George Marshall

uring my long and close association with suc-
cessive American administrations, there are
few men whose qualities of mind and charac-

ter have impressed me so deeply as those of Gen. Mar-
shall. He is a great American, but he is more than that.
In war he was as wise and understanding in counsel as
he was resolute in action. In peace he was the architect
who planned the restoration of our battered European
economy and, at the same time, labored tirelessly to
establish a system of Western defense. He has always

fought victoriously against defeatism, discouragement and disillusion. Succeeding gener-
ations must not be allowed to forget his achievements and his example.”

The next month 16 European nationsmet in
Paristo outlineajoint recovery plan. The
Soviet Union and countries under its control
declined to participate. Western Europe
worked with U.S. State Department officids
to draft an acoeptable proposd.

But progresswas dow, and it took two
monthsto draft asuitable plan. Not until
December wasthefirgt officid verson of the
plan submitted to Congress.

SotheMarshdl Plan, officidly called
the European Recovery Program, cameinto
being. OnApril 3, 1948, the United States
Congress passed into law the Economic
Cooperation Act, which outlined amassive
and far-reaching program of European aid.

A new agency in Washington called the
European Cooperation Administration
administered the program. In Parisaseparate
agency called the Organization for European
Economic Cooperation coordinated and
approved each nation’srecovery plans. This
later became the Organization for Economic
Coaoperation and Devel opment.

By theend of 1952 the Marshdl Plan
had channeled more than $13 hillionto the
cause of rescuing Europe and setting it back
onitsfedt. Thisrepresented between 5and
10 percent of the U.S. federa budget over
thelifetime of the program, or about 2 per-
cent of gross nationd product over the same
period. At today’sdollar valuesthisrepre-
sentsastaggering $88 billion that America
committed to providefor asingle program
inthe cauise of European recovery.

Foundation for growth and recovery

The plan served asasubgtantia simulus

in expanding European agricultura and
indugtrid production; it hel ped restore sound
currencies, budgets and finances; it timu-
lated trade among European countriesand
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between Europe and therest of theworld.

During the program’sfour years of
operation, the participating countries saw
their combined gross national product rise
more than 30 percent and industria pro-
duction increase by 40 percent over prewar
levels. Improvementsin agriculture were
less successful but still rose 9 percent
whilefeeding a population increase of
many millions over the period. Steel pro-
duction rose above prewar levels by more
than 20 percent, and il refining rose four-
fold. Cod production did not improve so
rapidly but rose 27 percent higher than
1947 levels.

Harder to quantify wasthe amazing psy-
chologica boost to morde. AlImogt overnight
Europe' smood changed substantidly.

The United Statesviewed itsdlf asa
mode for the development of Europe, with
therelaionship anong American states
viewed asapattern for relaionshipsamong
the countries of Europe. By 1949 it became
theexplicit policy of theMarshdl Planto
encourage the unification of Europe. Clearly,
subgtantia groundwork waslaid with
respect to thisongoing quest.

Of course, these werethe early days of
the Cold War. Perhapsthe greatest induce-
ment to Americafor setting up the Marshall
Plan wasthe containment of communism.
By rescuing Europe, Americahoped to so
changethe politica and economic landscape
that communismwould be neutered. Inthis
shelargely succeeded.

TheMarshdl Plan draméticdly strength-
ened therole of American power and pres-
tigein Europe. It played itspart in paving
theway for the North Atlantic Tregty of
1949, which brought the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) into existence.

Americasaw that apartnership between

hersdlf and astrong, united Europe, sharing
the same essentid values of freedom and
democracy, provided the best meansto
combat communism and other regiona

and globd challenges. It would providethe
essntid platform onwhich atruly world-
wide system of freetrade could be built.

The legacy

GeorgeMarshdl, who diedin 1959, is
best remembered and honored for the plan
that bearshisname. In 1953 hewas awarded
the Nobel Peace Prizefor hiscontribution to
European recovery.

TheMarshdl Plan encouraged joint
effortsand cooperation between America
and Europe, and laid the groundwork for the
integration of Europethat has progressed to
become the European Community of today.
Its purpose was to encourage otherwise
wesk and divided countriesto cooperate S0
they could become strong politicaly and
economically and play their full roleinthe
community of free nations.

TheMarshall Planisconsidered by
many to have been the mogt effective of
al Americanforeign-aid programs. It suc-
ceeded in preventing the deterioration of
European economies and in so doing helped
to offset communism. It led to stable and
prosperous free economies. It cemented the
specid transatlantic relationship that has
existed between Americaand Europe from
that time.

The spirit of George Marshdll livesonas
Americaand Europe work toward the same
grand vison of shaping the pesce, freedom
and prosperity of theworld based on demo-
cratic vaues.

Will Americaand Europe succeed in
accomplishing thismillennid vison?\We
need to be aware of some seriousimpedi-
mentsto itsattainment.

Not least, we need to be aware of what
biblica prophecy hasto say regarding our
future. Thepictureit paintsisrather different
fromwhat Americaand Europe expect.
Many unpleasant surpriseslie ahead, accord-
ing to Scripture. The eventud outcomeis
even more drametic than we canimagine.
(Besuretoread “Needed: A Vidble Planto
RescuetheWorld,” beginning on page 15,
for further details)

For further information about the
Marshall Plan, consult the George C.
Marshall Foundation Web site and other
linked siteson the Internet. The Siteisat
www.GCMarshallfdn.org/index.html. 6N
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Needed: A

Viable Plan to

Rescue the World

Fifty years from the end of World War 11, not only Europe but the whole world still needs to
be rescued from numerous evil influences. How and from where will that deliverance come?

by John Meakin

he Marshall Plan, inaugurated 50 years ago this

April, provided anecessary impetus toward integrat-

ing the free nations of Western Europe. It did thisby

providing massive aid, conditioned only on Europe
planning her own collective recovery.

With the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the
Soviet Union, the nations of Eastern Europe can now
aso pursuetheir destiny. Severa of them have applied
tojoin an enlarged North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) and the European Community. In doing so
they arereturning to their roots.

Thevison of afree, undivided and peaceful Europe
remains acornerstone of American foreign policy.
Many observersbelieve prospectsfor peace and wide-
spread prosperity have never held more promise.

But could eventsand circumstances yet derail this
rosy world vison? Does Bible prophecy provide any
clues? What can we expect for Americaand Europe
inthe years ahead?

The answers are shocking and sobering. They
deserve our urgent attention.

The danger within

OnJuneb, 1997, 50 yearsto the day after George
Marshall’s speech at Harvard University's commence-
ment exercises outlined avisionary planto rebuild a
shattered and divided Europe, Secretary of State
MadeleneAlbright delivered avisionary and compre-
hensive commencement address of her own on that
campus. It was aspeech worthy of her predecessor.

In her address Secretary Albright appealed for a
wider vision than just focusing on Western Europe,
as George Marsha| had done (see“ Excerpts,” p. 16).

Theworldisan interconnected community facing
more-diverse threats than those that occupied Secretary
Marshal’s generation. Mrs. Albright attempted to gal-
vanize American leadership to complete the Marshall
vison on agrander scale—the whole of Europe and
every continent. She reminded Americathat it must
heed the lessons of the past to provide adequate world
leadership. She said Americamust invest the resources
to keep itself economically, militarily and politicaly
strong. Shedso referred to threats to thet vision.

Mrs. Albright implicitly referred to themoral hedlth

of America. Shewarned that “the grestest danger to
Americaisnot someforeign enemy; it isthe possibility
that wewill . . . takefor granted the institutionsand
principles upon which our own freedom is based.”

Losing foundational values

The deteriorating moral condition of the Western
world should rightly raise serious concerns. InAmer-
ica, theland of the free and the home of the brave,
strength and freedom have been based on the Bible and
itsvalues. Yet those vaues areincreasingly neglected,
ignored and forgotten. Not only arethey taken for
granted; increasingly they are trampled underfoot.

A rising tide of immorality, drug trafficking, family
and marital collapse, environmental degradation and
thethrest of terrorism areissuesthat demand the
attention of Western nations. These factors sap any
natiion’smora strength and diminishitsvision and
leadership. Thelesson of biblical history isthat, when
anation departsfrom biblical values, disaster may not
befar awvay.

“Unlike Marshall’s generation, we face no single galvanizing
threat. The dangers we confront are less visible and more
diverse, some as old as ethnic conflict, some as new as letter
bombs, some as subtle as climate change, and some as deadly
as nuclear weapons falling into the wrong hands.”

Madeleine Albright
U.S. Secretary of State

Americasmora, political and financial strength
iseroding. Consequently her leadership roleisat risk.
Already itispractically impossibleto mount the level
of financial assistance that the Marshall Plan delivered.

In spite of apparent advances on many fronts,
Americahas actualy lost much of her power. Today's
equivalent sum of Marshall Plan aid is $88 hillion.
That sum far surpassesthe $62 billion of economic,
food and military assistance the United States pro-
vided to more than 146 countries and numerous other
organizations and banksin the four-year period from
1993 to 1996.

Further, to once again spend the same proportion of
thefederal budget aswas spent onthe Marshal Planin
1948 (13 percent), the United Stateswould spend a
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staggering $203 billion at 1996 values.

Global problems, global solutions

Today the problems of our globally
interconnected world are daunting.
Political, economic and scientific lead-
ersincreasingly recognizetha sucha
world needs global strategies and solu-
tions. The United Nationsis presently
the only instrument we have for such
solutions, but its shortcomings and limi-
tations are evident.

In her Harvard speech Mrs. Albright
drew attention to the continuing tinder-
box of ethnic hodtility inthe Balkans.
That area.and others such as Rwanda
illugtrate the dark side of human nature,
which s capable of so quickly exploding
into unbridled violence. The Middle
Eat, s0 oftenin the headlines, isanother
areainwhich hodtilitiessmmer closeto
the surface, never far from explosion and
bloodshed. How long before afragile
peace again evaporatesinto violence?

To many intheWes, the god of
bringing theworld together in “an inter-
national system based on democracy,
open markets, law and acommitment
to peace” asMrs. Albright put it, may
sound laudable and desirable. But much
of theworld issuspicious of America’s
intentions and resiststhe imposition of
such values.

Idam’smore militant adherentsin
particular do not share America's demo-
cratic values and react with horror at its
moral shortcomings.

Theuniting of Europedong thelines
of theAmerican federad model aso por-
tendsproblems. Thereisamgjor differ-
ence between the various Sates of
Americaand the hoped-for federd tates
of aunited Europe. Different nationdities
within Europe—with their long, separate
historiesand sense of identity—resist the
notion of full integration. Britainin par-
ticular hasalong-standing antipathy to
being integrated within Europe. Religious
and nationd differences exert—and will
continueto exert—powerful condraints
within such aunion.

Elsawhere, Iranian reermament and
resurgenceisan issuethat also raises
increasing concern. In neighboring Irag,
Saddam Hussain il defiesthe United
Nations and refusesto reveal the nature
and extent of hiswegpons programs.

Will Saddam Hussein, perhapsallied
Continued on page 31
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Excerpts from Madeleine Albright’s
Commencement Address

adeleine Albright, American secretary

IVI of state, delivered the Harvard Univer-

sity commencement address June 5,

1997. Her perspective on world events and

trends, along with her enunciation of Amer-

ica’s vision and world mission and the obsta-

cles to be overcome, makes compelling
reading. Here are excerpts:

“Today we recall another turning point in
[our] era. For on this day 50 years ago Secre-
tary of State George Marshall addressed the
graduating students of this university . .. The
secretary’s words were plain. But his message
reached far beyond the audience assembled
in this yard to an American people weary of
war and wary of new commitments, and
to a Europe where life-giving connections
between farm and market, enterprise and
capital, hope and future had been seared . . .

“Today in the wake of the Cold War it is
not enough for us to say that communism has
failed. We, too, must heed the lessons of the
past, accept responsibility, and lead.

“Because we are entering a century in
which there will be many interconnected cen-
ters of population, power and wealth, we
cannot limit our focus, as Marshall did in his
speech, to the devastated battleground of a
prior war. Our vision must encompass not one
but every continent.

“Unlike Marshall’s generation, we face no
single galvanizing threat. The dangers we
confront are less visible and more diverse,
some as old as ethnic conflict, some as new as
letter bombs, some as subtle as climate
change and some as deadly as nuclear
weapons falling into the wrong hands.

“To defend against these threats, we
must take advantage of the historic oppor-
tunity that now exists to bring the world
together in an international system based
on democracy, open markets, law and a

commitment to peace . . .

“We can invest the resources needed to
keep America strong economically, militarily
and diplomatically, recognizing, as did Mar-
shall, that these strengths reinforce each
other...

“And we can recognize, even as we pay
homage to the heroes of history, that we have
our own duty to be authors of history. Let
every nation acknowledge, today, [that] the
opportunity to be part of an international sys-
tem based on demacratic principles is available
to all. This was not the case 50 yearsago . .. In
Europe we are striving to fulfill the vision Mar-
shall proclaimed but the Cold War prevented,
the vision of a Europe whole and free.. . .

“Where half a century ago American lead-
ership helped lift Western Europe to prosper-
ity and democracy, so today the entire
transatlantic community is helping Europe’s
free nations fix their economies and cement
therule oflaw . ..

“The Cold War’s shadow no longer dark-
ens Europe, but one specter from the past
does remain. History teaches us that there is
no natural geographic or political end point
to conflict in the Balkans, where World War |
began and where the worst European vio-
lence of the past half century occurred in this
decade. That is why the peaceful integration
of Europe will not be complete until the Day-
ton peace accords in Bosnia are fulfilled . . .

“We can accept atrocities as inevitable, or
we can strive for a higher standard . .. We can
heed the most searing lesson of this century,
which is that evi—when unopposed—will
spawn more evil . . .

“Today the greatest danger to America is
not the foreign enemy; it is the possibility that
we will fail to heed the example of that gen-
eration, that we will allow the momentum
towards democracy to stall, take for granted
the institutions and principles upon which our
own freedom is based and forget what the
history of this country reminds us [of], that
problems abroad, if left unattended, will all
too often come home to America.. . .

“There is no certain road map to success,
either, for individuals or for generations. Ulti-
mately, it is a matter of judgment, a question
of choice. ..

“We have responsibility in our time . . . not
to be prisoners of history, but to shape history,
a responsibility to fill the role of pathfinder,
and to build with others a global network of
purpose and law that will protect our citizens,
defend our interests, preserve our values and
bequeath to future generations a legacy as
proud as the one we honor today.

“To that mission, | pledge my own best
efforts and summonyours...” GN
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The Old Testament
IN the New Testament

Do Christians use a book, more than half of which is obsolete and irrelevant? Did God
provide humanity with two sets of inspired writings, the Old Testament and the New?

by Scott Ashley

ne of the common misconceptions among

readers of the Bibleisthet alargepart of itis

obsolete—irrelevant for modern life. Sadly,

some professing Chrigtians have unwittingly

turned ablind eyeto much of God's
revelaion by rgecting what isknown asthe Old Testa-
ment. They believethat the New Testament—the writings
of the apostles—iswhat redly matters; that the Old Testa:
ment wasvaid up until Christ came, but at thet time
became old and outdated.

Did God, in essence, provide humankind with
two Bibles? Did Heinspire one st of writings—the
Hebrew Scriptures—for the Isradlitesliving from Moses
timeto Christ’shirth, and then provide ancther set inthe
first century, with that set intended for everyone else?

DoestheBibleitsdf have anything to say about
thisidea?\Would one part of the Biblergect the other?

Let'sseeexactly what the Bibleitsalf hasto say about
the Old Testament. We will seewhether God gave ustwo
different sets of writings—or one continuousingpired set
of teachingsand instruction.

Let'sbegin with the terms Old Testament and New
Testament. The generd view isthat the Old Testament
was old—and thus obsolete or worn out—and that it has
been replaced by the New Testament. Isthisview found
intheBible?No, it ian't. Theterms Old Testament and
New Testament are found in afew placesin someBible
trandations, but the word trandated “ testament” is actu-
aly theword for “ covenant.” Those scripturessmply
talk about the old and new covenants—not about books
of theBible,

If you had been around to ask the gposties John, Peter
or Paul about the* Old Testament” or the* New Testa-
ment,” they would have had no ideawhat you meant. The
terms Old Testament and New Testament were coined by
men long after the books of the Biblewerewritten. The
first use of the term New Testament isfound in the writ-
ingsof the early theologian Tertullian (ca A.D. 155-220),
acentury or more after the deaths of the gpogtles.

Some surprising facts

Let'sconsgder afew datisticsto show how thewriters
of what isknown asthe New Testament viewed the
Hebrew Bible, caled the Old Testament today. Theseare
very revealing.

How many times do the writers of the New Testament
quote the Old Testament? An index in the Jewish New
Testament catal ogs 695 separ ate quotations from the
books of the Old Testament in the New (Jewish New
Testament Publications, Jerusdem, 1989). Thereare
many other passages where the Old Testament is
referred to, asin caseswhere an Old Testament figureis
mentioned, but no specific scriptureis quoted. Depend-
ing on which scholar’swork you examine, the number
of quotations and referencesin the New Testament to
the Old may be ashigh as 4,105 (Roger Nicole, The
Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Zondervan, Grand
Rapids, 1979, Val. |, p. 617).

Compare thosefiguresto the number of times other
writersare quoted in the New Testament: four. The gpos-
tles quoted the Old Testament 695 times, but other writers
only four times. Yet some peopleinsst that theteaching
of the New Testament isthat the Old isobsolete, only
vaid for aspecific people during alimited timein history.

Congder afew more gatitics. Of the 26 booksand
lettersforming the New Testament, 20 quotethe Old. The
only onesthat don't directly quotethe Old Testament are
the six shortest—Titus, Philemon, 1, 2 and 3 John, and
Jude. However, Titus, 1 John, 3 John and Jude dludeto
Old Testament persondities or passages.

Let’s see exactly what the Bible itself has to say
about the Old Testament. We will see whether

God gave us two different sets of writings—or one
continuous inspired set of teachings and instruction.

Let’slook at it the other way around too. Theway
modern Bibles are organized, there are 39 booksin the
Old Testament. Of these 39 books, only nine are not
quoted in the New Testament. However, Since the Hebrew
Bible haslong organized these books differently than they
appear in modern Bibles, and some of these ninewere
originaly combined with and part of other books, in redl-
ity only five of the Old Testament books are not quoted in
the New Testament.

Some assume that the five books of Moses are obso-
|ete, asthey focus so heavily on laws supposedly annulled
by Jesus Christ. However, these samefive booksare
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quoted at least 245 timesand referred to
many more. Paul, the gpogtiewho some
believe taught that the law contained in these
five booksis done away, quoted from those
books between 70 and 110 times—more
than any other New Testament figure. Jesus
Chrigt quoted from these same books about
60times.

Paul’s view of the Hebrew Scriptures

With that background, let’s consider some
passagesin the New Testament that directly
discussthe Hebrew Scriptures.

Paul made hisview of the Old Testament
clear in 2 Timothy, aletter filled with instruc-
tion for ayounger minister. Hewrote that
“from childhood you have known the Holy
Sriptures’ (2 Timothy 3:15, emphasis
added throughoutt).

What arethe“Holy Scriptures’ Paul
refersto?At thetimethiswas written, about
A.D. 66, therewas no “New Testament”—
some of what has since then been cdled the
New Testament hadn’t even been written a
that point. Paul isreferring very clearly to the
Old Testament; those werethe Holy Scrip-
tures Timothy had been taught since child-
hood by his Jewish mother (Acts 16:1-3).

Thoughit may be surprising to some, Paul
clearly statesthat these same Scriptures” are
ableto make you wisefor salvation through
fathwhichisin Chrigt Jesus’ (2 Timothy
3:15). Sdvation wasavailable under the Old
Testament Scriptures. And how wasit avail-
able?“Through fathwhichisin Chrigt
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ispneustos, meaning “ bresthed.” Paul says,
assometrandationspuit it, thet “al Scripture
isGod-breathed,” meaning it came directly
fromGod. In other words, the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, said Paul, camedirectly from the very
breath and Spirit of God!

Continuing, Paul tells Timothy that Scrip-
ture“isprofitablefor doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteous-
ness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work”
(verses 16-17).

Congder another point about this passage.
Thisletter waswritten about A.D. 66—only
about ayear before Paul was executed. This
isPaul’slast surviving letter before he died.
Andinit hetdlsanother minigter that the
Old Testament Scriptures, rather than being
obsolete, areinspired by God and “ profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
andfor ingtructionin righteousness” thet
Chrigiansmay be*complete, thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”

Paul’s teaching and practice

How did Paul himself preach and teach?
We've already noted that he quoted the
five books of Moses more than any other
New Testament writer did. But are his
letters the only time he quoted from the
Old Testament?

Acts 28 describes Paul’sarrival in Rome
and the conditions of his confinement there
whileawaiting trial. He could not leave, but
he could receivevisitors. “ So when they had

The apostles quoted the Old Testament 695 times, but
other writers only four times. Yet some people insist that the
teaching of the New Testament is that the Old Is obsolete.

Jesus” Moses, Abraham, | saac, Jacob,
Elijah, Daniel, David and otherswho are
promised eternd life elsewherein the Scrip-
turesreceived sdvation the sameway we
do—through faithin Jesus Chrigt, through
faith and belief inapromised Messiahwho
would redeem them from their Sins.

Jesus Christ did not die only for thosewho
havelived since Hisdegth. Hedied for dl
the men, women and children who have ever
lived, both before and after Hisphysicdl life
onearth.

What else does Paul say about these Holy
Scripturesknown asthe Old Testament?

“ All Sriptureisgiven by ingpiration of
God..." Paul described Scripturewith the
term theopneustos. Thefirgt part of this
word, Theo, means“ God.” The second part
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appointed him aday, many [of the Jewish
leadersin Rome] cameto him at hislodging,
towhom he explained and solemnly testified
of thekingdom of God, persuading them
concerning Jesus fromboth the Law of
Mosesand the Prophets, from morning till
evening” (Acts28:23-24).

Here Paul, inabout 63, dmogt 30 years
after he had been called and converted,
explained and persuaded agroup of fellow
Jewsfrom “both the Law of Mosesand the
Prophets’—two of themgjor divisonsof the
Old Testament. Hedid not tell them that they
no longer needed to heed the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, but rather taught Jesus Christ and the
Kingdom of God from them—strange
actionsif you believethat Paul tried toturn
people away from the Old Testament.

o

Peter’s closing comments

How did other apostiesview the Old
Testament?

Peter's second epistleishislast surviving
|etter, written in prison shortly before his
degth. He knew hewas going to die soon:
“Moreover | will be careful to ensurethat
you dways have areminder of thesethings
after my decease” (2 Peter 1:15).

What were“thesethings’ that Peter
wanted othersto remember after his death?
Thisepigie contains hislast wordsto the
Church, so we should pay close attention to
al of it. But what does he discussimmedi-
ately after mentioning hewanted themto
remember “thesethings’?

In the next few verses Peter talks about
thereality of Jesus Chrigt. Hetalks about
thetransfiguration of Christ when he,
James and John saw Christ trandfigured in
Hisglory (verses 16-18; Matthew 17:1-9).
He said that Christ wasn't amyth, He
wasn't a“cunningly devised fable” but
Hewasreal—red enough for Peter to give
hislifefor Him. Then Peter adds, “And so
we have the prophetic word confirmed,
which you do well to heed asalight that
shinesinadark place, until the day dawns
and themorning star risesin your hearts’
(verse 19).

What isthis* prophetic word’ ?Heis
referring to thereturn of Jesus Chrigt, which
will happen when “the day dawnsand the
morning sar risesin your hearts” Thisaso
tiesin with the trangfiguration, when Peter
saw Jesus Chrigtin Hisglorified sateasHe
will gppear when Hereturns.

Peter seemsto be saying thet thevision
he, James and John shared—of the glorified
Jesus Chris—isthe samekind of experience
thet the prophets of the Old Testament hed
when they saw and recorded their visons of
the Lorp and the coming Messiah. Peter
confirmsthat whet the prophetswroteis
true. They wrote of aMessiah who would
bring God's Kingdom. And Peter, Jamesand
John saw the same thingswhen they saw
Jesus Chrigt in Hismgjesty.

Then Peter adds, “Knowing thisfirg, thet
no prophecy of Scriptureisof any private
interpretation, for prophecy never cameby
thewill of man, but holy men of God spoke
asthey were moved by the Holy Spirit”
(verses20-21).

What “prophecy” and what “ Scripture’
is Peter discussng? From the context, we
seethat he'stalking about the prophecies
thet spoke of the coming Messiah, Jesus
Christ. What is Peter’spoint? That the
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prophets of the Old Testament wereright.
They were*holy men of God” who spoke
and wrote God'swords. The menwho wrote
the Old Testament did so under theinspira-
tion of God's Spirit.

Jesus Christ’s teaching

What about Jesus Christ?How did He
view thewritingsforming the Old Testa:
ment? Let'sexaminewhat Jesus Christ had
to say about itsvalidity.

If ever Jesus Christ wanted to convey
theideathat the Old Testament was obso-
lete, surely Hewould have done so during
Hisministry or after Hisresurrection. But
did He?

Luke 24 describes eventsfollowing His
resurrection. On that same day, Jesus met
two of Hisfollowers, neither of whom rec-
ognized Him, and walked with them. They
related the astounding events of the last few
days, including Chrigt’sexecution and the
disappearance of Hisbody from thetomb
(verses 13-24).

Notice Chrigt’sreaction: “Then Hesaid to
them, ‘O foolish ones, and dow of heart to
believein al that the prophets have spoken!
Ought not the Chrigt [the Messiah] to have
suffered these thingsand to enter into His
glory? And beginning at Mosesand all the
Prophets, He expounded to themin all the
Scripturesthe things concerning Himsel
(verses25-27).
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What did Jesus Chrigt do immediately
after Hisresurrection? He asked two of His
followers, “Why isit so hard for you to
believe what the prophets said would happen
totheMessiah?’ And then, from thefive
books of Moses and thewritings of the
prophets, He showed how everything thet

10). Why would Paul do thisif he thought
the Old Testament had becomeinvalid, as
some suppose?

Such examplesmakeit clear that one
function of the Old Testament Scriptures
wasto correctly identify the Messiah—the
Anointed One—Jesus of Nazareth. But later

Such examples make it clear that one function of the
Old Testament Scriptures was to correctly identify the
Messiah—the Anointed One—iJesus of Nazareth.

had happened was prophesied to happen.
He confirmed the vaidity of the Scriptures.
Later He gppeared tothe 11 disciples
and other followers. “ Then He said to them,
‘These arethewordswhich | spoketo you
whilel was il withyou, that dl things
must befulfilled which werewrittenin
the Law of Mosesand the Prophetsand the
Psams concerning Me” And He opened
their understanding, that they might compre-
hend the Sriptures’ (verses44-45). Christ
did not do away with “the Scriptures’—the
Hebrew Bible—but helped Hisfollowersto
better understand and comprehend them.
Similarly, the apostle Paul cited passages
from all three sections of the Old Testar
ment—the Law of Moses, the Prophets
and the Psalms—in describing Christ's
mission (Romans 15:7-13; Psalm 18:49;
117:1; Deuteronomy 32:43; Isaiah 11:1,

Paul wrote that these same Old Testament
Scriptureswere dso “ profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for ingructionin
righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16), making us
“wisefor savation through faithwhichisin
Chrigt Jesus’ (verse 15). Christ Himself
showed ushow to usethe Hebrew Bible as
avery effective piritua sword in combating
thewilesof Satan.

Christ’s consistent approach

Chrigt’sview of the Scriptureswasthe
samethroughout Hisministry. In Matthew 4
we seewhat Jesus Chrigt said about the Old
Testament at the very beginning of His
earthly ministry.

“Then Jesuswasled up by the Spirit into
thewildernessto be tempted by the devil.
And when He had fasted forty daysand
forty nights, afterward Hewas hungry. Now

Jesus Christ and the Old Testament

hat was Christ’s relationship with the Old Testament?
WTo fully understand that, we must first consider who and
what Jesus Christ is as presented in the Bible. The New
Testament is a collection of historical biographies and accounts that
tell the story of Jesus Christ, His life and ministry, His death and res-
urrection, the men He chose, and the founding of the Church. Itis
also about the spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ, through
whom we have salvation, and includes a series of letters to various
individuals and groups of believers elaborating on these concepts
and their implications for the way we live our lives. The New Tes-
tament ends with the book of Revelation, which describes what
will happen in the Church and the world until Christ returns and
reigns on earth, after which all who have ever lived will be given
the opportunity for salvation in God’s eternal Kingdom.

But what s the basis for these books, letters and prophecies? All
are based on Jesus the Christ. Christ means “Anointed One” in
Greek, the language in which the New Testament was written—
the same as the Hebrew word Messiah. Jesus Christ’s followers
called Him Jesus the Messiah. Christ means “Messiah”—the very
one prophesied repeatedly in the Old Testament by Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Malachi and others. Without the
Old Testament, no one would have been expecting a Messiah. The
dozens of prophecies recorded by the prophets about a Messiah—
prophecies fulfilled by Jesus Christ—are among the strongest

proofs that the Bible is indeed the inspired Word of God.

There are many sacred writings among many different reli-
gions claiming to be holy and divinely inspired. But there is one
thing that none of them do. None of them tell the future, and
then, hundreds of years later, record exactly how those prophe-
cies came to pass. That is, in essence, the story of the four
Gospels—a calling to mind, a record of Old Testament references
of how Jesus Christ fulfilled those prophecies of a Messiah who
would be born of a virgin, who would be a divine teacher, who
would be put to death, who would bring forgiveness of sin, who
would rise from the dead, and who would ultimately return as a
conguering king. That is the message of the four Gospels—that
Jesus Christ was the Messiah who had been prophesied through-
out the Old Testament.

The Jewish New Testament lists 52 prophecies fulfilled in Christ’s
first coming (pages xxv-xxix). Estimates of the total number of
prophecies about Christ, including those of His second coming,
number in the hundreds. Was Jesus of Nazareth indeed the Christ,
the promised and prophesied Messiah? If the Old Testament is not
valid, we don’t know. If the Old Testament is not valid, we don’t
know whether we have a Savior. The Old Testament is the proof
that Jesusis the Christ, the Son of God, the One who was sent from
God and will come again.

—Scott Ashley
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when the tempter cameto Him, he said,
‘If You are the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread.” But [Christ]
answered and said, ‘It iswritten, “Man
shdl not live by bread done, but by every
word that proceeds fromthe mouth of
God" " (verses1-4).

What was Chrig’sresponseto Satan's
temptation? He quoted the Old Testament,
specificaly Deuteronomy 8:3. What
words had proceeded out of the mouth of
God at that point? The Old Testament. The
firgt book of the New Testament wouldn'’t
bewritten for another 15to 20 years. Man
isnot to live by ether the Old Testament
or the New Testament, “but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God”

Satan continued his effortsto tempt
Jesus, who responded again by quoting
the Old Testament—Deuteronomy 6:16,
6:13 and 10:20. Satan had to recognize
the authority of that Scripture and of
Jesus Christ Himsdlf, and he dunk away
in defeat.

Christ’s explicit words

Immediately after this, Jesus began
Hisearthly ministry. The* Sermon on the
Mount” isone of thefirst recorded exam-
plesof Histeaching, and what doesHe
say?* Do not think that | came to destroy
the Law or the Prophets[the Old Testa-
ment]. | did not come to destroy but to
fulfill” (Matthew 5:17).

Despite these clear words, some people
dtill think Christ cameto abolish the law
revealed in the Old Testament. Christ told
Hisfollowersnot to think that He cameto
destroy the Law or the Prophets—yet
many peoplethink that's exactly what
Hetaught.

Jesus said He “did not cometo destroy
but to fulfill.” Theword fulfill in thisverse
meanssimply “tofill up.” Thissame
word isused of filling up netswith fish
(Matthew 13:48). When you fill up anet
with fish, you don’t throw the net away
and say you don't need it anymore. Yet
many distort Christ’swordsto say thisis
what He taught.

Jesus Christ fulfilled numerous prophe-
ciesof the Old Testament—hut there are
many morethat Hedidn't fulfill in His
first coming. Hefulfilled the Law inthe
sensethat He showed its spiritual
intent—He showed how wewill beliving
if wetruly liveby God'slaw.

Lest anybody get thewrong idea about
what Hewas saying, Jesus clarified His

20 The Good News
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teaching even more: * For assuredly, | say
toyou, till heaven and earth pass away,
onejot or onetittlewill by no means pass
fromthelaw till al isfulfilled. Whoever
therefore breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches men so,
shdl be cdled least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does and teaches
them, he shall be called great inthe king-
dom of heaven” (Matthew 5:18-19).

Whose commandments?

Sadly, somebelievethat the Old
Testamentisonly of human origin—a
collection of good and helpful ideas, but
nonetheless humanly devised. Somedso
apply thisthinking to the lawsrevededin
the Old Testament. Did Jesus Chrigt have
anything to say about thisnotion?

Matthew 15 records aconfrontation
between Jesus Chrigt and agroup of
scribesand Pharisees. Itiseasy to read
through thisand missavita pointin
Chrigt’swords. “ Then the scribesand
Phariseeswho were from Jerusdem came
to Jesus, saying, ‘Why doYour disciples
tranggressthetradition of the elders? For
they do not wash thelr handswhen they
eat bread” He answered and said to them,
‘Why do you aso transgress the com+
mandment of God because of your tradi-
tion? For God commanded, saying,
“Honor your father and your mother”; and,
“Hewho cursesfather or mother, let him
beput to desth”’” (verses 1-4).

Here Jesus quotesthe Fifth Command-
ment, to honor one's parents, and Exodus
21:17, which directed that onewho curses
hisfather or mother wasto be put to death
for hisinsolence and rebellion. But did
you natice how Jesus quoted it? He didn't
sy, “For Mosescommanded . . "—He
sad“ God commanded” this. Threetimes
inverses 3 through 6 He saysthat these are
God's commandments, not the command-
mentsof any man.

When we examine thewordsand
actions of Jesus Christ and the aposties,
we can only conclude with them that the
Old Testament isthe inspired Word of
God, inspired by God Himsdlf and writ-
ten through human instruments. The writ-
ersof the New Testament believed and
taught that it wasvalid intheir timeand
gaveno cluethat it was abolished or
annulled by Jesus Chrigt. They read the
Old Testament Scripturesand applied
them as God's divineinstruction for all
humanity for al time. GN
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The Importance of
the Old Testament

hy was the Old Testament so
Wimportant to the writers of the
New Testament, and why is it
important to mankind today? Let’s briefly
summarize some of the things it reveals
to us:

« It reveals God—that there is a Creator,
that the world didn’t just happen, and that
He is in control over everything at all times
(Genesis 1; Isaiah 46:9-10).

* |t reveals that this God is a God of love
who is deeply concerned about every person
who has ever lived, and that He wants to
share everything with all of humanity (Psalm
8:4-8; 86:5; 100:1-5).

« It reveals that God’s love is defined by His
laws—by the two great laws of “Love God
with all your heart, soul and mind” and
“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark
12:29-31; Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18).
The Ten Commandments, and the statutes
and judgments based on those command-
ments, show us how to live God’s way of love.

« It reveals that sin brings suffering—that
when we sin, there is a penalty. And if an
entire nation sins, it eventually will reap the
results of those sins. On the other hand, if an
individual or a nation repents of sin and asks
God for forgiveness, He is ready and willing
to forgive (Deuteronomy 28:15-68; Psalm
103:8-13).

e It reveals the plan of God—that there
would be a Savior who would pay the death
penalty for your sins and my sins; that this
Savior, the Messiah, would establish the King-
dom of God on earth; and that there would
be a resurrection of the dead to eternal life
(Isaiah 53; Daniel 2:44; 7:27; 12:2-3; Job 14:14-
15; Ezekiel 37).

* |t reveals that there would be a new
covenant under which God would give peo-
ple the gift of His Spirit, which would remove
our heart of stone and replace it with a heart
that would love and obey God (Jeremiah
31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:26-27).

« It reveals that humanity is created in
God’s image, created to be like Him and to
share rulership with God over the entire
universe (Genesis 1:26-27; Psalm 8:6,
Hebrews 2:6-8).

These are some of the wonderful truths
that the Old Testament reveals. It's no won-
der that Satan has blinded the minds of peo-
ple into thinking that it's obsolete, irrelevant
or something that God had to discard
because He had a better idea. The New Tes-
tament is built on the foundation of the Old.
Together they form one complete story—the
story of God’s deep love for mankind and His
plan for humanity.

—Scott Ashley
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JUST F OR YOUTH4

used to live next door to ateenager who was crazy

about cricket. Hewould often play for our village

team. One day | asked him what he planned to do

when he left schoal. “I'm going to play cricket for

England,” he said without amoment’s hesitation.

| could not help but smile. There probably wasn't a

boy hisagein dl of England then who didn’t want

to play cricket for hiscountry!

| had the surprise of my lifewhen, severd years
later, hisfather told usthat Neil wasindeed playing cricket
for England; in fact, hewas on aworld tour at thet very
moment. Neil Fairbrother went ontowinaplaceinthe
Guinness Book of Records. In May 1990 he made the high-
est scorein cricket by an Englishman this century.
Elsewherein Britain, 17-year-old David Chaplin was

required to get in aweek of real-lifework experience as part

of hisschooling. He decided to write to NASA in the United
Statesto ask to work on a space shuttle. The result was that
they invited him over to spend some time with the scientists,
aswell astour the space center.

Oprah Winfrey hasrisen from being atragicaly abused
little girl to being one of the richest and most famous
womeninAmerica Inaninterview, shesaid: “If you're
init to make money, forget it. | amwhere | am not because
money was ever, has ever, will ever be my motivation. If you
want to accomplish the goalsof your life” shesaid, “seek
what ishonorable, what isgood.”

Thisprinciple, “seek what isgood,” pointsout the critical
facto—yparadoxicaly, oneignored by dmost everyone—that
should be utmost in any goal-setting program wewould fol-
low, regardiess of the many: other principleswe should-apply.

Toilludtrate what can happen without that principle fore-
mostin mind, the fallowing story showsthe amazing life of
one of themost accomplished individualswho ever lived,
and why hislife, in'spite of great success, actually held great
tragedy. His downfall was even moretragic becausehe was
one of thefew people who knew to live by the universa
principlesthat guarantee rea success.

From the start, thisman had it al. The son of the king of
aprosperous country, he himself became king after his
father died. He subsequently amassed tremendous wedlth,
making himsalf possibly therichest ruler of histime. He ful-
filled apassion for congtructing breathtaking gardens, parks
and woodlands, aswell asfor building fabulous houses,
which he stocked with works of art from far and wide, even
from collections of theroya families of other countries.

Utilizing his great organizationa ability; heindituted a
major and spectacular development program for his capital
city. Hisachievements became legendary; as did his under-
standing nat only. of the human condition but aso of the
physical world around him with its abundant animal and

Sg%ccess’

IngreOF ent

by Kae Tattersall

CAN WE ALL SUCCEED IN OUR GOALS OF FULFILLING OUR 'DREAMS? WHAT IS “*SUCCESS”
ANYWAY? HERE IS THE OVERALL KEY TO KEEP IN MIND. THAT WILL: BRING US-REAL SUCCESS;

plant life. As his remarkable expertise became internation-
aly known, world |eaders would come to consult with him.

When he considered his extraordinary life, however, how
did hefed about it? Did hefind satisfaction in the fame
brought by hiswonderful projects and his great reputation?
“| looked on al the works that my hands had done and on
thelabor inwhich | had toiled; and indeed al wasvanity
and grasping for the wind” waswhat he concluded. You can
reed most of the story of hislife, and itsdarker Side, ashe
wroteit himself in the book of Ecclesiagtes, 1:12t0 4:8.

Thisruler was King Solomon, andin spite of dl his
cosily and varied endeavors, he never found true, fulfilling
success. Why? Because he sought pleasure, happinessand
success hisway: inmaterialism. He applied the principles
that mogt of those who are considered successful apply:

However, Solomon ultimately went farther and farther.
into futility and despair because he overlooked onevital
principlethat canbring true successfor dl time. Thet al-
important principleis having constant contact with God,
acknowledging the Cregtor inal of your endeavors
(Proverbs 3:5-6).

When diligently applied, thiskey principle providesa
person with the very foundation of sliccess—asolid baseon
which to build: To have and truly enjoy dl thet we aim for
in our lives, we should start by being in contact with the One
who provides dl the things we want and need, and who,
after dl, istheir very Source. We then can know we have the
best possible motives for whatever we set our sightson.

Of course, wewill pay apricein effort and commitment,
but we have the assurance of alifetime of divine guidancein
rich, rewarding journeystoward reaching ourgoas. It'sa
lifestyle you can start living today.

Our booklet What I's Your Destiny? explains more about
how to start on that path. You can write or call the address or
phone number on page 2 for your free copy. GN
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Reconciliation:
The Only Remedy for Painful Rejection

Someone has already walked before us on the painful path of life and its
rejections, to make our walk one of harmony with our fellow man and our Creator.

In past ages only a
tiny minority of
human beings
have been recon-
ciled to God. Most
have rejected Him,
have been simply
indifferent, or have
failed to recognize
Him. Even today
only a relatively
small minority
have a true under-
standing of God's
plan of salvation.

22  The Good News

by John Ross Schroeder

ewere cregted to develop deep, long-lasting
relationshipswith one another. When those

bonds are severed wefed incomplete, isolated
and without purpose.

But how does one begin the hedling process?
Human empathy can bevery helpful and isoften
essentid to pogitive progress. However, the one pro-
viding the empathy is sometimeslimited in hisor her
capecity to completely understand and identify with
thewounded spirit. A proverb says. “ The spirit of a
manwill sustain himin sickness, but who can bear
abroken spirit?” (Proverbs 18:14).

So who isthe ultimate comforter and hel per?
Who can transcend mere human help and lift us out
of our despair?

Thetruest consolation one can receiveisto know
thereisagodly individua willing to help, Onewho
Himsalf experienced ultimate rejection. Scripture
showsHewas“rgected by men” and “aMan of
sorrows and acquainted with grief,” (Isaiah 53:3). He
even knew what it wasliketo facergection by His
own people. “He cameto Hisown, and Hisown did
not receive Him” (John 1:11).

Knowledge of this“Man of sorrows’—unique
among human beings—and the redlization that He
suffered the most brutal sort of rejection and suc-
cessfully overcameit, brings us much closer tothe
hedling we are seeking.

The great reconciliation

How can we reconstruct broken bondsand rebuild
right relationships? How can we be reconciled to
other men and women—and to our Cregtor?

Scripturetelsusthat God desiresarelationship
with us, “but your iniquities have separated you from
your God” (Isaiah 59:2). In order to fulfill Hisgreat
purpose, and to reconcile human beingsto their
Cregtor, the pendty for bresking God'slaw had
to paid. Someone had to redeem humankind.

And the Being chosen to bring to passthis magnif-
icent reconciliation experienced what it meant to be
rejected—how it struck at the very core of ong's
being. Enter Jesus Chrigt into theworld.

[ronicaly, a perhapsthe mogt dramatic moment

o

in human history—His crucifixion—Christ cried out
to HisFather, “My God, My God, why have you for-
skenMe?’ (Matthew 27:46). Thisoccurred at the
very timewhen the gulf between God and man was
about to be bridged. But because of what Jesus Chrigt
represented for those few brief moments—the Sins of
al humanity—His Father had to turn Hisback on
Him. Hewho did no sn becamesinfor dl of us

(2 Corinthians 5:21).

Though Hewasfamiliar with thergjection of
men, to that point He had dwaysbeen fully a one
with the Father. Of course, Christ was completely and
totally restored and reconciled to the Father after His
resurrection and ascenson.

Clearly, thefedingsof rejection Christ faced as
ahuman being have been crucid in helping Him
understand the rejection we human beings experience
fromtimetotime. AsHebrews4:15tdlsus, “Wedo
not have ahigh priest who cannot sympathize with
our wesknesses, but wasindl pointstempted aswe
are, yet without Sin.”

Sin—hiblicaly defined as*the transgression of
thelaw” (1 John 3:4, King James Verson)—isoften
anintringc part of rgection and amajor barrier to
reconciliation and rebuilding right relationships.
God Himsdlf suffered because of our sins. Christ the
Creator (Ephesians 3:9) took the sins of humanity
on Hisshoulders. So we have avery merciful advo-
catein our Savior, “who can have compassion on
theignorant, and on them that are out of the way;
for that he himself aso is compassed with infirmity”
(Hebrews5:2, KIV).

Reconciliation requiresforgiveness. Men and
women sinand fail; they despair and losefaith; yet
somehow they must repent and bereconciled to their
Cregtor. Only God can absolvethissin and remove
our guilt and suffering. And thisis possible only
through the sacrificia death of Jesus Chrigt. Paul
wrotetha “God wasin Jesus Christ reconciling the
worldto Himsdf” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

Symbols of reconciliation

Thisforgiveness and reconciliation is depicted
for usin Jesus Christ’sfinal hourswith His disci-
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ples, when He observed the Passover with

them the night before His death.

“For | recelved from the Lord that which

| dso delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus
onthesame night inwhich Hewas
betrayed took bread; and when He had
given thanks, He brokeit and said, * Take,
edt; thisisMy body which is broken for
you; do thisin remembrance of Me! Inthe
same manner He also took the cup after
supper, saying, ‘ Thiscup isthe new
covenant in My blood. Thisdo, asoften as

you drink it, in remembrance of Me’ For as

often asyou eat this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the Lord'sdeath till He
comes’ (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
Thewine symbolized Christ’sblood,
“shed for many for theremission of Sns’
(Matthew 26:28). God forgives our sSins
through that shed blood, cleansing usso
wemay bereconciledto God (1 John 1:7).

The bread Jesus shared represented anew

way of life based on apersona relationship
withHim. “l anthebread of life. . . Thisis
the bread which comes down from heaven,
thet onemay eat of itand not die. . . If any-
oneeats of thisbread, hewill liveforever;
and the breed that | shall giveisMy flesh,
which| shdl givefor thelife of theworld”
(John 6:48-51).

From resentment to reconciliation
But return for amoment to the human

level. Although the Bible showsthat thefirst

and great commandment isto love God, the

second oneisto love our neighbor (Matthew

22:36-40). Reconciliation to God goes
together with reconciliation to other human
beings (Matthew 6:15). Thetwo go hand
in hand. Yet sometimeswe smultaneoudy
blessGod and curse men who aremadein
Hislikeness (James 3:9-10).

Rejection and resentment must be over-
come! But only God through Jesus Chrigt

can hdp usfully divest oursdvesof itsunfor-

tunatefruits. Thet isthe only way we can

havethetrue reconciliation to our fellow men

and women so essentid for our well-being.
Such reconciliation, however, because
weareflawed human beings, hasaspiritud

dimengion: “Through Him [Jesus Christ] we

... have access by one Spirit to the Fether”
(Ephesians 2:18). God's Spirit helpshed
serious breaches between human beings.

It isthe Spirit of reassurance and reconcilia-

tion. It isthe Spirit of tolerance and coopera-

tion. Itisthe Spirit of mutua acceptance.
Of course, redigticaly somereaionship
dilemmaswill not befully resolvedinthis
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age of man. Complete reconciliation—of
God to man and man to man—will haveto
wait until Jesus Chrigt’sreign on earth. For
usnow, however, Paul’singructionis: “If it
ispossible, asmuch as depends on you, live
pesceably with al men” (Romans 12:18).

The ministry of reconciliation

In past agesonly atiny minority of
human beings have been reconciled to God.
Most have rgected Him, have been smply
indifferent, or havefailed to recognize Him.
Eventoday only ardatively smal minority
have atrue understanding of God'splan of
sdvation. Inthe Biblethey are caled “the

firgfruits” But ultimately everyonewill find

the path of reconciliation to God. And

most—ad| who dlow themsalvesto be made

willing—will wak downit. But the Cregtor
will never take away our freedom of choice;
Hewill never force salvation on us.

The apostle Paul understood thet God is
working out Hismarvelousplanastep a a
time. Men and womenwill gradualy
become reconciled to God inincreasing
numbersasthe scrall of time unfolds. With
thiswonderful understanding Paul wrote,
“For it pleased the Father . . . toreconcile
all thingsto Himsdlf, by Him [Chridt],
whether thingson earth or thingsin heaven,

having made peace through the blood of His
cross’ (Colossans 1:19-20). So thewonder-

ful phenomenon of reconciliation dso takes
place on aplane of cosmic proportions.

For instance, Paul tellsusthat God
“ has given usthe ministry of reconciliation”

(2 Corinthians 5:18, second part). Thisapos-

tledso cdlsit “theword of reconciliation”
(verse 19), aptly referring to Chridiansas
“ambassadorsfor Chrigt” (verse 20).
Thismagnificent ministry hasastrong
personal aspect. Recognition, acceptance,
encouragement, forgiveness and friendship
aredl important facets of reconciliation.

We must dways consider each other’sneeds.

Thisisthe positiveway of thinking that
God requires. In such cases, when rgjection
comes, sometimesasaresult of our own
flavsand failings, the Christianwill try to
easethe pain. He or shewill try to smooth
theway to reconciliation.

Therewardsfor reconciliation areinfi-
nite! No human lifeis complete without it.
Pleasewritefor our free booklets, The Road
to Eternal Life, The Gospe of the Kingdom
and God'sHoly Day Plan: The Promise of
Hopefor All Mankind. They explain how
thisreassuring reconciliation of God and
manwill come about. GN

o

The Ultimate
Rejection

od Himself experienced painful
G rejection almost from the time
of man’s creation. He made
Adam and Eve in the deepest hope of
a happy and successful relationship.
They were created in His own image.
He ardently wished for their total suc-
cess. He wanted them to make the
right choices that would lead them to
the abundant life now—and eventu-
ally eternal life in His Kingdom. But
they chose another way, as did their
descendants.

Roughly 1,700 years after Adam and
Eve, the vast majority of mankind had
completely jumped the track. The
jewel in the crown of God’s creation,
the ones with whom He personally
identified, those He had lovingly made
in His own image, had overwhelmingly
turned their back on Him.

How do you think our Creator felt at
this critical juncture in human history?
“And the Lorp was sorry that He had
made man on the earth and He was
grieved in His heart” (Genesis 6:6). God
felt the deepest of emotions toward His
wayward sons and daughters. At the
time of the flood He knew what it was
like to experience loss and rejection.

Yet God continued to work with
mankind. Later He started a great
work with one man, Abraham, which
continued through his progeny. Even-
tually these people grew into the
nation of Israel. God nurtured Israel in
the wilderness after delivering the
nation from the cruelty of human
bondage in ancient Egypt. But they
never wholeheartedly responded.

Some 500 years passed, and little
changed in the way of human nature.
Humanity still could not seem to see
what God wanted them to perceive.
Once again He was rejected by His
own nation. They wanted a human
king instead. In great disappointment
God told His prophet Samuel: “Heed
the voice of the people in all that they
say unto you; for they have not
rejected you, but they have rejected
Me, that | should not reign over
them” (1 Samuel 8:7).

Throughout human history the
nations have rejected God’s blessings
for the empty shell of a way of life
that has produced enormous pain and
suffering, turning their backs on the
One who alone could give them jus-
tice and peace.

—John Ross Schroeder
March/April 1998 23
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' i Solomon’s in:

Israel’s Golden Years

by Mario Seiglie

What has archaeol-
ogy revealed about
King Solomon’s
reign in the 10th

n earlier issues The Good News has discussed
variousarchaeologicd findsthat illuminate and
verify thebiblica record. Inthisissue, we
focus on thereign of Solomon, successor of David
asking of Isradl.

Once David had consolidated the Isralite
empire, under the guidance of God he chose hisson
Solomon to be his successor. The reign of thisyoung
man becametruly legendary. Under Solomon'srule
|srael reached the pinnacle of wedlth and power.
Tragicdly, the glory of Solomon’skingdom barely
outlasted hisown lifetime.

What has archaeol ogy revealed about King
Solomon’sreignin the 10th century B.C.? Remark-
ably, thereismuch evidence to corroborate the bibli-
cal account.

Unusual period of peace

What doesthe Bible say about the wider interna:
tiona condition during Solomon’stime? God had
told David: “Behold, ason shdl be born to you, who
shdl beaman of rest; and | will give himrest from
all hisenemiesall around. Hisname shall be
Solomon [meaning ‘ peaceful'], for | will give peace

g PR T

century B.C.7 } &

Remarkably, there
IS much evidence
to corroborate the

biblical account.

construction from Solomon’s time. The same
construction methods for the city gate were dis-
covered at Hazor as at Megiddo and Gezer, con-
firming the account that Solomon constructed
fortifications at these three cities (1 Kings 9:15).

and quietnessto Israd inhisdays’ (1 Chronicles
22:9, emphasis added throughot).

Wasthisatime of peacein |srael ?What do the
archaeologica records show? From contemporary
Egyptian, Assyrian and Babylonian inscriptions, we
find these once-powerful kingdoms afflicted by mili-
tary weakness.

Assyriawas occupied with constant battlesagaingt
theArameans. Internd grife over dynastic disputes
further weakened the kingdom. “ These Assyrian pre-
occupations” states Donald Wiseman, professor of
Assyriology, “left David and Solomon freeto extend
their own territory into south Syria. Theintruders
from the Syrian desert impoverished Assyriaunder
theaged Ashurnasirpd | .. " (The International San-
dard Bible Encyclopedia, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids,
1979,\Val. 1, p. 334). Meanwhile, theAssyriansheld
the Babyloniansin check, blocking any Chaldean
intrusoninto Isradliteterritory.

On Isradl’s southern flank, the Egyptianswere
also experiencing agenera decline. Commenting
on the beginning of thislong period of weakness,
one authority observes: “After theempire [of the
previous centuries|, Eqypt never regained her for-
mer dominance in the eastern Mediterranean world
... Inlarge part thisforeign weskness arose from
domestic weakness. Egypt kept breaking up into
smaller states.. . . From the time of Samuel to the
fall of the kingdom of |srael, Egypt was normally
in astate of divided weakness’ (The Interpreter’s
Dictionary of the Bible, Abingdon, Nashville, 1962,
Val. 2, p. 52).

Thisinternationa backdrop isfaithfully
reflected in the biblical account. In fact, the weak
priestly dynasty ruling Egypt made great conces-
sionsto Solomon because of hisincreasing power
and influence.

Opinion among scholarsisdivided over which
pharaoh was Solomon's contemporary. Eugene
Merrill believesit was Samun. “. . . Siamun soon
redized that Solomon wasto beruler of akingdom
whichwould rival or even exceed hisown in power
and influence. He therefore decided it wasto hisbest
advantageto cultivate amicablerelationswith the
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young monarch, evento the extent of recog-
nizing him asan equd. That thisisthe case
isclear from hiswillingnessto provide his
own daughter asawifefor Solomon, acon-
cession dmost without paralel in Egyptian
history sinceit wasacandid admisson to
theworld of Egypt’swesknessand concilia
tion. Normally Egyptian kingstook foreign
princesses but did not give up their own
daughtersto foreign kings’ (Kingdom of
Priests, Baker, Grand Rapids, 1987, p. 292.
Compareto David Rohl, A Test of Time:
The Bible—From Myth to History, Arrow
Books, London, 1996, pp. 173-185).

Itisclear from the history of the
neighboring countriesthat an unusual
eraof peace enveloped Isradl, enabling
Solomon to greatly develop and enrich his
nation through many profitable commer-
cid dliances.

Prosperous alliance with Phoenicia

Not only did Solomon lack foreign
enemies, hefound apowerful aly in King
Hiram, afaithful friend of hisfather, David.

“Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his ser-
vants to Solomon, because he heard that
they had anointed him king in place of his
father, for Hiram had alwaysloved David
... So the Lorp gave Solomon wisdom, as
He had promised him; and there was peace
between Hiramand Solomon, and the two
of themmade a treaty together” (1 Kings
51, 12).

Regarding thistregty, athousand years
later the Jewish historian Josephus noted
that copies of thisaliance could bereadin
the public archivesin Tyre. “The copies of
these epistles” writes Josephus, “remain a
thisday, and are preserved not only in our
books, but anong the Tyrians a so; inso-
much that if any onewould know the
certainty about them, he may desire of the
keepers of the public records of Tyreto
shew him them, and hewill find what is
there set down to agree with what we have
sad’ (Antiquities of the Jews, Book VIII,
Chapter 11, Section 7).

In Solomon'sday, the | sradliteswere
just beginning to clearly definetheir own
culture. Toinitiate such vest projectsasthe
temple (see G. Ernest Wright, “The
Stevens Recongtruction of the Solomonic
Temple” Biblical Archaeologigt, Vol. 18,

1955, pp. 41-44), fortified towns and mar-
itime trade, Solomon could have found no
more enterprising apeopleto help than
the Phoenicians.

One author explains, “ Solomonwasa
thoroughly progressiveruler. He had aflair
for exploiting foreign brainsand foreign
kill and turning them to his own advantage.
That was the secret, otherwise scarcely
understandable, of how the[nation] . . .
devel oped by legps and boundsinto afirst
classeconomic organism. Hereaso wasto
be found the secret of hiswedlth which the
Bible emphasises. Solomon imported smelt-
ing techniciansfrom Phoenicia. Huram. . .,

acraftsman from Tyre, was entrusted with
the casting of the Temple furnishings
(1Kings7:13, 14). In Ezion-Geber
Solomon founded an important enterprise
for oversesstrade. . . The Phoenicianshad
behind them practica experience accumu-
lated over many centuries. Solomon there-
fore sent to Tyrefor specidigsfor his
dockyardsand sailorsfor hisships. ‘And
Hiram sent in the navy his servants, ship-
men that had knowledge of thesea.. . !
(1Kings9:27)" (Werner Keller, The Bible
AsHistory, Bantam, New York, 1980, pp.
211-212. On Ezion-Geber, sse Gary D.
Pratico, “Where s Ezion-Geber?’, Biblical
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Archaeol ogy Review, September/October
1986, pp. 24-35; Alexander Hinder, “IsThis
Solomon's Seaport?”, Biblical Archaeology
Review, July/August 1989, pp. 31-42).
Archaeol ogistswho have sudied the
remains of Solomon'stime clearly seethe
Phoenician influencewhich the Bible,
instead of hiding the facts, candidly admits.
“Wherethe | sradlites replaced Canaanite
towns, the quality of housing was notice-
ably poorer,” says The New Bible Dictio-
nary, “though standardsimproved rapidly
inthe days of David and Solomon, partly
through Phoenicianinfluence. .. The

Temple Mount is disputed between Arabs
and Jews, no excavations are permitted in
the immediate areawhere Solomon’stem-
pleexisted. But the Bible mentionsthree
other citiesthat Solomon expanded and
fortified. Does any archaeological evidence
support the biblical record?

Thefirg city mentioned isHazor, a
northern | sradlite habitation that waslost in
time until acentury ago. Thefirst extensve
excavationswere done under the direction
of archaeologist Yigadl Yadin in the 1950s.
Hewrites about Hazor, “What I’ m about to

say may sound like something out of a

Megiddo in 1993, archeeologists Israel
Finkelstein and David Ussishkin report,
“The grandeur of Solomon'sMegiddoiis
clearly evident in the archaeological finds
a Megiddo—in large palaces, with fine,
smooth-faced ashlar masonry and in €abo-
rate decorative sonework” (“Back to
Megiddo,” Biblical Archaeology Review,
January/February 1994, p. 36).
Archeeologist Bryant Wood sums up the
discoveries. “ Probably the most famous of
thearchitectura findsrelated to the king-
dom period arethe early tenth-century
‘ Solomonic gates' at Megiddo, Hazor and
Gezer, built by David'sson Solomon.. .
(“Scholars Spesk Out,” Biblical Archaeol-
ogy Review, May/June 1995, p. 34). Sothe
biblica account accords nicely withthe
archaeologica evidence.

Enter the queen of Sheba

Oneof themost colorful accounts about
Solomon isrelegated to myth by some
scholars. It concernsthe visit of the queen
of Sheba

“Now when the queen of Shebaheard of
thefame of Solomon concerning the name
of the Lorp, she cameto test him with hard
questions. She cameto Jerusdlemwitha
very gredt retinue, with camelsthat bore
spices, very much gold, and precious Stones;
and when she came to Solomon, she spoke
with him about &l that wasin her heart. So

An artist’s rendering depicts Solomon’s mag-
nificent temple, constructed on a hill above
Jerusalem (inset) as a permanent home for
the ark of the covenant. The ark rested in the
Holy of Holies, a room at the rear of the tem- -
ple. Before the temple were an altar and a
huge bronze basin used for cleansing rituals.

Solomon answered al her questions; there
was nothing so difficult for theking that he
could not explainittoher. ..

“Then shesaid totheking: ‘It wasatrue
report which | heard in my own land about
your words and your wisdom. However |
did not believe thewords until | cameand
saw with my own eyes; and indeed the half
was not told me. Your wisdom and prosper-
ity exceed the fame of which | heard. Happy
areyour men and happy aretheseyour ser-
vants, who stand continualy before you and
hear your wisdom! Blessed bethe LorD
your God. . . Then she gave theking one
hundred and twenty talents of gold, spices
in great quantity, and precious stones. There
never again came such abundance of spices
asthe queen of Sheba gaveto King
Solomon” (1 Kings10:1-10).

Thisstory has been theinspiration for
many paintings and movies, but doesit have

commonest-type house. . . hasbecome
known generdly asthe four-room house,
which appearsto bean origind |sradlite
concept” (Inter-Vargty Press, Downers
Grove, Illinois, 1982, p. 490).

detective story, but it'strue. Our great guide
wastheBible. Asan archaeologigt, | can't
imagine anything more exciting than to
work with the Biblein one hand and aspade
inthe other. Thiswasthered secret of our
discovery of the Solomonic period” (Hazor,
Random House, New York, 1975, p. 187).

Yadin found the elaborate and sturdy
main gate and part of thewall, which
archaeologistsnow call the Solomonic style
of architecture. Eventualy, he found the
same Solomonic-typegaeindl three of
the citiesmentioned in the Bible.

In the most recent excavation of

Great construction projects

Throughout Israel, Solomon fortified the
greet cities: “And thisisthe reason for the
labor force which King Solomon raised: to
build the house of the Lorb, hisown house,
theMillo, thewd| of Jerusalem, Hazor,
Megiddo, and Gezer” (1 Kings 9:15).

Regarding Jerusalem, aslong asthe
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historica backing?Where was the kingdom
of Sheba? Until this century, the sands of
time very probably covered up much of this
great kingdom of the past.

Yet it waswell known by some of the
classical Greek and Roman writers. “In
happy Arabia” wrote Dionysiusthe Greek
inA.D. 90, “you can aways smell the Sweet
perfume of marvelous spices, whether it be
incense or wonderful myrrh. Itsinhabitants
have grest flocks of sheep in the meadows,
and birdsfly infrom distant idesbringing
leaves of pure cinnamon.”

Another Greek historian, Diodorus
(100B.C.), writes. “These people surpass
inrichesand luxuries not only their Arab
neighbors, but also therest of the world.
They drink out of cups made of gold and
silver . .. The Sabeansenjoy thisluxury
because they are convinced that riches
which comefrom the earth are the favor of
the gods and should be shown to others”

The Roman Emperor Augustus actudly
sent an army of 10,000 men to southern
Arabiato plunder thiswedlth. But thewith-
ering desert and frequent plagues decimated
thearmy beforethey could arrivein the
capita. They never fulfilled their mission.

Scholars generally agree that the king-
dom of Shebaislocated in the southern
end of the Arabian Peninsula, now called
Yemen. Theareais quiteisolated and deso-
late now, but this has not always been the
case. “Themost prominent of the Arab
dtates. . . during thefirst half of the 1st
millennium B.C.,” comments The New
Bible Dictionary, “ Shebawas ruled by
mukarribs, priest-kings, who supervised
both the political affairsand the polythels-
tic worship of the sun, moon and star gods.
Explorations[in 1950-1953] . . . found
some outstanding examples of Sabean art
and architecture, especialy the temple of
the moon-god at Marib, the capital, which
datesfrom the 7th century B.C. .. ”

(p. 1087).

Until this century, thisarea.of Yemen was
largely off-limitsto archaeol ogists. Now,
up to 4,000 inscriptions of thisancient king-
dom have cometo light, confirming that one
of thefour nationsin the areawas called
Shebaand that the population of &t least one
of itscitiestotaled amillion.

This part of theworld was not aways

dry and barren. It
once had abundant
water whichiirri-
gated the precious
spicecrops. The
two most popular
spicesgrown were
frankincense (a
resin of incense)
and myrrh. Thefra-
grant perfume of
frankincense was
used in templesand
homes of therichto
ask favors from the
gods. Myrrhwas
anindispensableail
used asabeauty aid
to keep the skin
smooth and soft,
and was also used
to embam the dead.
TheMagi gave
these two valuable
spicesto theinfant
Jesus as giftsfit for
anewborn king
(Matthew 2:11).
The evidence of
abundant weter in
Shebacomesfrom L

theremainsof ahuge - so1omons territories stretched from the Red Sea in the south to

damfoundinthe
area, and explains

the Euphrates River in the north. It encompassed most of modern
Israel and parts of present-day Egypt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.

how it could be
called “Happy Arabia’ by the ancients.

“A gigantic dam blocked the river
Adhanat in Sheba,” writes Dr. Keller,
“collecting therainfall from awide area.
Thewater wasthen led off in canalsfor
irrigation purposes, which waswhat gave
theland itsfertility. Remains of thistechni-
cal marvel inthe shape of walls over 60
feet high till defy the sand-dunes of the
desert. Just asHolland isin modern times
the Land of Tulips, so Shebawasthen the
Land of Spices, one vast fairy-like scented
garden of the costliest spicesintheworld.
Inthemidst of it lay the capital, which was
called Marib. That was until 542 B.C.—
then the dam burst. The importunate desert
crept over thefertilelands and destroyed
them” (The Bible AsHistory, p. 225). This
isthe present state of most of the country.

It haslost much of itsfertility dueto lack
of water.

Thereismuchto explorein thisarea of
ancient Sheba, and it istill adangerous
placeto go, but much scientific progress has
been made. I nvestigations continue up to the
present time. What the famed archaeologist
W.F. Albright remarked about these excava:
tionsin 1953 dill holdstrue: “They arein
process of revolutionizing our knowledge
of Southern Arabia's culturd history and
chronology. Up to now the resultsto hand
demonstrate the palitical and cultura pri-
macy of Shebainthefirst centuriesafter
1000B.C” (Kédler, p. 227).

Astime goes by, more archaeologica
evidence continuesto indicate that
Solomon'sreign was actualy as magnifi-
cent asthe Biblefaithfully records. GN
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by Jerold Aust

ivide the baby with asword, and
let the matter be settled.” Asthe
king's shocking words echoed
throughout his chambers, those
who heard hisdecision were stunned.

It was aheartrending scene: Two women
stood before King Solomon, each claiming to
be the mather of the same baby boy. Thefirst
mother told of how she and the second
woman had each given birth to ason, three
daysgpat. Her sonwashorn first. The sec-
ond mather accidentally laid on her sonwhile
they dept, and hedied. Discovering that her
sonwas dead, the second mother switched
the babies, placing her dead son besidethe
first mother—adeep at thetime—and taking
thefirs mother'sliving son to her bed.

When thefirst mother arosein the morn-
ing to nurse her son, shefound the boy
dead—but on closer examination discovered
it wasthe other mother’s child. Sheknew her
onwasin thearmsof the second mother.
Now, standing anxioudy beforetheking, she
hoped that he would somehow perceive she
wasthe onetelling the truth so she could be
reunited with her baby.

Solomonissued hisverdict: “Bring mea
sword. Dividetheliving childintwo, and
give hdf to one, and haf to the other”
(1Kings 3:24-25). Thetwo mothers reac-
tionswereworldsapart. Thefirst mother
pleaded with theking: “O my lord, give her

theliving child, and by no means
MII him!” But the second
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were chilling: “Let him be neither mine nor
yours, but dividehim” (verse 26).

Their reactionstold the king al he needed
to know. “ Givethefirg woman theliving
child,” heordered, “and by no meanskill
him; sheishismother” (verse27).

The source of Solomon’s wisdom

All lsrael heard of Solomon'sdiscern-
ment in this case, ajudgment that amply
demonstrated hisgrest wisdom. “. . . And
they feared theking, for they saw that the
wisdom of God wasin him to administer
judtice’ (verse 28).

The story of how Solomon became so
wise and the lessonsfrom hislife deserve
our undivided attention.

Shortly after he ascended to the throne,
Solomon married the daughter of theruler of
Egypt (1 Kings3:1). Although apoliticaly
adtute move, thiswas not awise decision
according to God's tandards snce He knew
full well that foreigners, steeped asthey were
intheir idolatrousways, could drive awedge
between His chosen nation and Him by
causing them to depart from the true reli-
gion. Thisact foreshadowed the gregtest sin-
gular weakness of the otherwisewiseking.

The history of the kingstellsthewhole
story—hoth good and bad. Remember,
much that was said is good. “And Solomon
loved the Lorb, walking in the statutes of
hisfather David. . " (1 Kings 3:3). God
was pleased with the new king's attitude,
and gppeared to himin adream: “Ask!

What shall | giveyou?’ (verseb).

Solomon’sanswer said much about the
man: “Now, O Lorp my God, You have
made Your servant king instead of my father
David, but | amalittlechild; I do not know
how to go out or comein. And Your servant
isinthe midst of Your peoplewhomYou
have chosen, agreat people, too numerousto
be numbered or counted. Therefore giveto
Your servant an understanding heart tojudge
Your people, that | may discern between
good and evil. For whoisableto judgethis
greet people of Yours?” (verses 7-9).

Blessings for a new king

God was plessed with Solomon's
response—that he had asked for the ability to
governwisealy and soto properly serveHis
people. Just asswewould do well to remem-
ber Solomon’sreply to God, we should dso
remember God's reply to Solomon:

“Becauseyou have asked thisthing, and
have not asked long lifefor yoursdf, nor have
asked richesfor yoursdlf, nor have asked the
life of your enemies, but have asked for your-
sdf understanding to discern justice, behold,
| have done according to your words, see, |
have given you awise and understanding
heart, so that there has not been anyonelike
you beforeyou, nor shall any likeyou arise
after you. And | have also given you what
you have not asked: both richesand honor, so
that there shall not be anyonelike you among
thekingsall your days’ (verses 11-13,
emphasis added throughout).
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These giftsfrom God required something:
Solomon'sresolute cbedienceto Him. “ Soif
youwak in My ways, to keep My satutes
and My commandments, asyour fether
David walked, then | will lengthen [prolong]
your days’ (verse 14). God's offer was condi-
tiond: Solomon must not turn from Hislaws.

God kept His part of the covenant. “And P
God gave Solomon wisdom and exceed-
ingly grest understanding, and largeness of
heart like the sand on the seashore. Thus
Solomon’swisdom excelled the wisdom of
al themen of the East and all the wisdom of
Egypt. For hewaswiser thanall men.. . ;
and hisfamewasindl the surrounding
nations. . . And men of dl nations, fromall
thekings of the earth who had heard of his
wisdom, cameto hear the wisdom of
Solomon” (1 Kings4:29-31, 34).

Even the queen of Shebainvestigated
Solomon’swisdom. She cameto Jerusdem
to test himwith difficult questions. “So
Solomon answered dl her questions; there
was nothing so difficult for theking that he
could not explainitto her” (1 Kings 10:3).

Sheended her scrutiny of himwith these
remarkablewords “ It was atrue report
which | heard in my own land about your
words and your wisdom. However | did not
believethewords until | cameand saw with
my own eyes, . .. Your wisdomand prosper-  ways, and God blessed him gregtly.
ity exceed thefame of which | heard” During Solomon'’s prosperous days of
(verses6-7). Other leadersdiscoveredwhat  wisdom and wealth, he determined to build
the queen of Shebawitnessed firsthand: thetemplefor God which hisfather David
“And dl the earth sought the presence of had hoped to build earlier. Thiswasan
Solomon to hear hiswisdom, which God expansive and expensive undertaking. God
had putinhisheart” (verse 24). gave Solomon peacewith King Hiram of
L ebanon, and Hiram supplied Solomonwith
aseemingly endless supply of cedar and
cypresslogs (1 Kings5:10).

Further, Solomon sent “ seventy thou-
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The two mothers’ reactions were worlds apart. The first
mother pleaded with Solomon: “O my lord, give her the
living child, and by no means kill him!”

sand [men to Lebanon] who carried bur-
dens, and eighty thousand who quarried
stonein the mountains, besides three thou-
sand three hundred from the chiefs of
Solomon's deputies, who supervised the
peoplewho labored inthework . . . So
Solomon’s builders, Hiram's builders, and
the Gebalites quarried them; and they pre-
pared timber and stonesto build the tem-
ple’ (1Kings5:15-18).
Thefurnishingsfor thetemplewere

Solomon’s good acts

For many years, Solomon fulfilled his
part of the covenant. Hewalked in God's

King Solomon and the Bible

book of Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon. Of

course, not all of his writings found their way into the
Bible. But a careful reading of these preserved books pro-
vides the reader with both human and divine wisdom.

For example, the Song of Solomon was written by
Solomon himself (Song of Solomon 1:1), as many scholars
agree. He is specifically mentioned seven times in the book
and is identified as the groom. The internal evidence, includ-
ing descriptions of royal luxury and rich imported goods
(Song of Solomon 3:6-11), indicates that King Solomon was
the author.

Ecclesiastes was also written by Solomon. The author calls
himself “the son of David, king in Jerusalem” (Ecclesiastes
1:1, 12). The explorations of pleasure, the impressive accom-

S olomon left us with many proverbs (Proverbs 1-29), the

plishments and the unparalleled wealth described in Ecclesi-
astes 2:1-10 can only be attributed to King Solomon.
Solomon was also responsible for 29 chapters of the book
of Proverbs, which constitute both human and divine wisdom.
Many men and women have quoted them directly or created
variations based on them. Perhaps you have heard the saying,
“It is better for a man to keep his mouth shut and have peo-
ple think he’s a fool, than to open it and remove all doubt.”
This saying has been ascribed to both Abraham Lincoln and
Mark Twain. Yet in principle Solomon preceded these words
by some 3,000 years when he wrote, “Even a fool is counted
wise when he holds his peace; when he shuts his lips, he is con-
sidered perceptive” (Proverbs 17:28).
Solomon’s words have been quoted for nearly 3,000 years.
—Jerold Aust
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coslly (1Kings7). Solomon

hed the priests bring up the ark of God, and
“theglory of the Loro filled the house of the
Lorp” (1Kings8:1-11). Ontheday of dedi-
cation, Solomon offered 22,000 bullsand
120,000 sheep as peace of feringsto God
(verse63). God then reiterated the Davidic
covenant before King Solomon (1 Kings9).
It wasareminder for Solomonto remain
loyd and faithful to God and Hislaws.

Solomon’swedlth was grestly increased
(1 Kings 10). Assome Bible resources
point out, the 666 talents of gold Solomon
recelved each year (verse 14) wasworth
well over $700 million by today’s stan-
dards. “ Solomon gathered chariots and
horsemen; he had one thousand four hun-
dred chariots and twelve thousand horse-
men, whom he stationed in the chariot
citiesand with theking at Jerusdem. The
king made silver ascommon in Jerusalem
assones’ (verses 26-27).

Additionaly Solomon took 13 yearsto
build hisown paace (1L Kings7:1). It wasa
time of unprecedented wealth and unpara-
leled prosperity for the kingdom of Isradl.
Trueto Hisword, God had blessed Solomon
with great abundance because he had hon-
ored Him.

But the king eventudly showed awesk-
nessthat caused him to turn from the greet
God who blessed him. Hiswealth became so
greet, hisfame so widespread, that helogt his
focus. He became more and more attached
to hisphysica surroundings, more depen-
dent on hiswedth, and more atentiveto his
many wivesthan hewasto God.

Solomon’s heart turned away
King Solomon loved many foreign
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women, taking them as hiswives. Hehad
700 wives and 300 concubines, “ and his
wivesturned away hisheart” (1 Kings
11:3). Sadly, Solomon knew better. God had
warned |sragl not to intermarry with foreign-
ers, for “surey they will turn away your
hearts after their gods’ (verse2). Solomon’s
weskness for women would be hisdownfall.
God isno respecter of persons—even kings
(Acts10:34).

Earlier Solomon had disregarded God's
ingtruction when he had married the Egypt-
ian Pharaoh’s daughter. Hissmall problems
wereto grow into very large problemsthat
would lead to hisdownfall.

“For it was s0, when Solomon was old,
that hiswivesturned his heart after other
gods, and his heart was not loyd to the Lorp
his God, aswasthe heart of hisfather David.
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the god-
dess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. Solomon
did evil inthe sight of the Lorp, and did not
fully follow the Lorp, asdid hisfather
David. Then Solomon built ahigh placefor
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, onthe
hill that iseast of Jerusalem, and for Molech
the abomination of the people of Ammon.
And hedid likewisefor al hisforeign wives,
who burned incense and secrificed to their
gods’ (1Kings11:4-8).

God became angry with Solomon for
disobeying His commands and “ because
his heart had turned from the Lorp God of
Israd, who had appeared to him twice, and
had commanded him concerning thisthing,
that he should not go after other gods; but
hedid not keep what the Lorp had com-
manded” (verses9-10).

God declared that He would surely tear
the kingdom away from Solomon and giveit
to one of hisservants (verse 11). Solomon's
sinswould lead to hiskingdom being

divided into the two separate kingdoms of
Isradl and Judah (verses 26-40).

A ruler’s downfall

God'sWord ishonest with itsheroes.
Solomon left quitealegacy for aman
who—in his old age—departed from God.
But God didn'’t blot out hiswritings or
example, bath good and bad. The manwho
had so much lacked one crucid ingredient:
thewill and character to do what heknew
wasright. As Jesus Chrigt said, “ The spirit
indeed iswilling, but the flesh iswesk”
(Maithew 26:41).

God warned that when human beings
are blessed, they should not forget who pro-
vides such blessings (Deuteronomy 8:11-
20). Solomon did. Heforgot God'slaws,
especidly thosethat dedlt with marriage.
His many wivesturned his heart away from
God. Both Solomon and his nation eventu-
aly suffered for his backdiding attitude.

However, we may take some solace from
thefact that the last book of the Jewish ver-
son of the Old Testament, 2 Chronicles,
does not repeet the account of Solomon's
serious mistakes toward theend of hislife.
Thetwo books of Chronicleswerewritten
after Samuel and Kings, and they were used
by the chronicler both asingpired sources
and historical references.

In the nine chapters of 2 Chronicles
that cover Solomon’'s 40-year rule, hardly
anegative word iswritten about him.

The chronicler highlighted the positive
aspects of both David's (1 Chronicles) and
Solomon’s governmental administrations
as prototypes of the biblical ideal. Nothing
was ever done with regard to the writing
of the Bible without good reason. We also
do well to remember that God isthe ulti-
mate Judge of Solomon, not we human
beings. &GN

Lessons From Solomon’s Life

epict God’s perfect wisdom, His blessings, and His
incomparably rich, spiritual Kingdom.

Solomon was a great king, but Jesus Christ is the King of
kings. Solomon’s kingdom was an earthly manifestation of
great blessings and prosperity. Christ’s coming Kingdom is
the ultimate manifestation of peace and prosperity.

This king wrote the Song of Solomon, depicting the love
a man should have for his wife. Jesus Christ gave His over-
whelming love and respect for His betrothed wife, the
Church (2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 19:7, 9).

In Ecclesiastes, Solomon looked back on his life from a

M philosophical perspective. He portrayed the

K ing Solomon and his immensely wealthy kingdom
d

physical blessings from God which he learned cannot compare
to God's spiritual treasures. Among other lessons in this book,
we see man’s susceptibility to materialism, and a warning that
mankind should never forget his Creator (Ecclesiastes 12).

He concluded: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is
man’s all. For God will bring every work into judgment, includ-
ing every secret thing, whether good or evil” (verses 13-14).

There is one “greater than Solomon’” (Matthew 12:42) des-
tined to come again and establish a great kingdom. Through
Christ humankind will be able to enjoy and practice the holy
wisdom and knowledge of Almighty God (Isaiah 11:9).

—Jerold Aust
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Rescue Plan

Continued from page 16

with other Arab nations, again provea
magjor threat to the peace and security of the
freeworld?

TheAsian economic meltdown that
began last year dso givesincreasing cause
for concern. How will that crisis, asit con-
tinuesto gather momentum, affect other
nations of the free world?

Therisk of nuclear proliferation and
such weaponsfalling into the wrong hands
hasincreased rather than diminished. The
environment suffersunder theinsult of
human exploitation. At timesit seemsas
though even natureis striking back with
punishing climate changes. Neither should
we exclude unforeseen calamities such as
earthquakes and vol canic activity, which
asoplay apartin Bible prophecy (Matthew
24:7, Revelation 6:12-17; 16:18).

The point isthat welivein avoldtile,
fast-moving globa community and world
economy inwhich unforeseen develop-
ments can quickly arise ong abroad front.
Thecrust of civilization and civilized va-
ues can befragile and al-too-easily broken.

What lies ahead: the biblical view

The Marshall Plan was exemplary and
successful. It rescued Western Europe from
disaster. America's quest to continue and
complete Marshall’svision based on
peace, prosperity and freedomisaso
exemplary. Yet, from the perspective of the
Bible, adifferent view emerges. AsMrs.
Albright observed, “evil unopposed will
spawn more evil.”

TheBiblerevedsthat theworld will once
again be overwhelmed by great evil asit was
in Secretary Marshdl’sgeneration. How-
ever, thistimeit will beon such ascdethat
no human resources will be ableto success
fully stand againgt it. When that time comes,
predictsthe Bible, asource of good will be
thereto intervene and ddliver mankind.

Matthew 24 outlines the disturbing pic-
ture of aworld a the brink of disaster in
which life teeters on the edge of oblivion.
“Itwill beatime of great distress, there has
never been such atime from the beginning
of theworld until now, and will never be
again. If that time of troubleswere not cut
short, no living thing could survive; but for
the sake of God's chosen it will be cut
short” (Matthew 24:21-22, New English
Bible, emphasis added).

—p—

Only theintervention of the returning
Jesus Christ will save humanity from
destroying itself. Only under Hisleadership
will thevision of aglobal community fully
at peace and sharing an dliance of enduring
vauesand universa prosperity befully
developed. We can be thankful that God
has a rescue plan that will pale even
George Marshdl’sremarkable effort into
relative inggnificance.

A shifting and terrifying world scene

Elsawherein the Bible, the book of Rev-
elation has much to say about acoming
short-lived superpower, aunion of church
and state whose actions will stagger the

asking what kind of world will result from
the next generation of American leadership.
Such aworld will bethe product of the
judgments and choices made. She claimed
that no “certain road map to success’

exigs. Moraly speaking, however, sucha
road map doesexigt, and it is both authori-
tative and certain. The Bible guarantees
successfor individuas and nationswho
upholditsprinciples.

Aswe contemplate the 50th anniversary
of aremarkable man'svisonary plan that
saved acontinent, let us be thankful for
such people and for the continuing efforts
of well-meaning nations and leaders. But
let usaso contemplate the limits of human

The Bible predicts the eventual outcome of unrestrained
human nature goaded by unseen spiritual forces.
It describes spiritual problems on a scale no human
leadership, government or alliances can control.

world (Revelaion 13, 17).

According to this prophesied scenario,
war, not peace, will engulf theworld. How
ironic that the very entity that has served as
acornerstone of American policy for the
past 50 years—apaliticaly, economicaly
and militarily powerful Europe—may well
play anintegra part in this scenario.

Ashard asit may betoimagine, this
coming time of trouble will be worse than
anything ever seen before (Matthew
24:21) and will lead directly to the tri-
umphant return of Jesus Christ to earth
(Revelaion 17:14).

Infact, more than one of the Bible's
mgjor predictionsindicatesthat aviolent
military confrontation will engulf theworld
powers (Joel 3:9-11; Revelation 9:15-18;
16:14). Thisispictured asoccurring & “a
timeof trouble, such asnever wassince
therewasanation” (Daniel 12:1) and finds
itsgeographica focusinthe Middle East
(Daniel 11:41-45; Zechariah 14:1-4).

Where do we go from here?

We should not forget the factorsthat
make any nation strong. God tells usthat
“righteousnessexaltsanation, but sinisa
reproach to any people’ (Proverbs 14:34).
God'slaw, which the Bible detalls,
describes universal moral values. They
exdt any nation that upholdsthem. Any
individual who upholdsthem will dso
flourish and befruitful (Psalm 1:1-3; 92:12;
Proverbs 11:28, 30-31; 12:12).

Mrs. Albright concluded her speech by

o

leadership. Let usnot delude ourselveswith
well-meaning rhetoric that failsto address
the fundamenta spiritua problemsthat
threaten to overwhelm us.

Political action cango only sofar. The
Bible predictsthe eventual outcome of
unrestrained human nature goaded by
unseen spiritual forces (Revelation 12:9-
17). It describes spiritua problemson a
scae no human leadership, government or
aliances can control. Only the returning
Jesus Christ can remove such malign spiri-
tud influence and overseeanew worldin
which human nature will be permanently
changed for the better.

Continue reading future issues of The
Good News, which will explore contempo-
rary issues from the perspective of God's
inspired Word, the Bible. It aone com-
prisesa* certain road map to success’ and
contains true and reliable principles upon
which we may base our lives. GN

RECOMMENDED READING

Whereisthisworld headed? Why
isit in this condition? Although the
answers have been available to man
for thousands of years, few have
understood them. You can discover
the answersfor yourself inthe free
booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom.
Just contact us at the officein your
country (or the country nearest you)
on page 2 of thisissue.
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Does God: Ha a Pla )

\/\/hy does humanity exist? Is there a purpose for humamlife, or
are we only the result of some evolutionary process, the product of
a series of cosmic accidents?

What is the fate of humanity? Are we destined to kill ourselves
off through warfare, environmental destruction or epidemics? Or
will we see a future utopia of peace and prosperity for all? Is it

possible to know what the future holds for us?

The Creator of mankind does have a plan for us, and He
reveals it to us through an annual cycle of festivals described in
the Scriptures. It is an astounding plan offering an incredible
future to every man, woman and child who has ever lived.

God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind will
help you understand the incredible truth about what lies ahead for all humanity.
Write for your free copy at the office in your

country (or the country nearest you) inside U N ItEd Ch u rCh Of GOd

the front cover of this issue. an International Association
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Why Should Christians
Keep the Passover?

Do you really know why Jesus had to suffer and die?
What should the Passover mean for Christians today?

Why did Jesus Christ
keep the Passover? Is
there a connection
between the Passover
and Christ’s death?
What does the Bible
teach us about this
most important obser-
vance kept by Jesus
and the apostles?

by Allen Stout

nly 3% years after He began His ministry,

Jesus of Nazareth was apprehended by the

religious authorities a the time of the

Passover feast (Matthew 26:2; Mark 14:1).

After abrief trid—while mocking Him, spitting on
Him and beating Him—they took Him before the
Roman authorities and accused Him of “perverting
thenation, . . . saying that He Himself isChrigt, a
King” (Luke 23:2; Matthew 26:59-68).

Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor in Jerusaem,
after analyzing the charges, declared to the chief
priests and the others present: “You have brought
this Man to me, as one who miseads the people.
And indeed, having examined Himin your pres-
ence, | havefound nofaultinthisMan. . . ; no, nei-
ther did Herod . . . | will therefore chastise Him and
release Him” (Luke 23:14-16).

But the people would have none of it. They cried
out, “Away with thisMan, and release to us Barab-
bas[amurderer]” (verse 18).

Pilate found himsdlf in adifficult position. Want-
ing to release aman he knew to beinnocent, he
urged Jesus' captorsto reconsider. He was answered
with angry shouts of “Crucify Him, crucify Him!”
(verse 21).

Pilate tried to reason with the crowd. “Why, what
evil hasHedone?’ he asked. But themob wasinss
tent, demanding that Jesus be put to death. The
priests and the crowd prevailed. The Roman gover-
nor freed amurderer and sentenced an innocent
man to death (verses 19-25).

Jesus was mercilesdly beaten and scourged by
the Roman soldiers and subjected to ahorrible desth.

But why?Why did Jesus Chrigt haveto die?

Meaning of the Passover
Many Christians have been taught thet the

Passover isan outdated “ Jewish” observance done
away with at Jesus death and replaced by Easter,
the commemoration of His resurrection.

But why did Jesus Christ keep the Passover?
| sthere a connection between the Passover and
Christ’s death? What does the Bible teach us about
this most important observance kept by Jesusand
the apostles?

Inancient Isradl thefirst Passover wasatime of
deliverance, the rescuing of the Israglitesfrom dav-
ery in Egypt. The blood of the Passover lamb was
smeared on the doorposts of the residences of
those Isragliteswho put their trust in God, and He
promised to deliver them from harm (Exodus 12:13,
23). The Isradlites were spared while the firstborn of
the Egyptianswere dain.

God ordained the Passover asacommanded
feast: “ So thisday shall beto you amemorid; and
you shall keep it asafeast to the Lorb throughout
your generations. You shall keep it asafeast by an
everlasting ordinance” (verse 14).

Much later, during the time of Chrigt, the obser-
vance of the New Testament Passover wasreveded
asthefirgt step toward salvation. It reminds Chris-
tiansnot only of how God delivered ancient |srael
out of Egypt, but, moreimportant, of our deliver-
ance out of sintoday. “We know that our old self
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might
be destroyed, and we might no longer be endaved
tosin” (Romans 6:6, New Revised Standard Ver-
sion, emphasis added throughout).

The Pasover isthefirst of theannual festivals
commanded by God (Leviticus 23:5). Jesusknew this
and kept the Passover with Hisdisciples (Luke 22),
showing that thisisnot acommand to be taken lightly.

During Hisfinal Passover with His disciples,
Jesus Christ introduced new symbols, which

Proverbs 31: A Model for Today’s Woman E8

Why Should Christians Keep the Passover? El
What lessons does Passover hold for Christians today?

A Lesson for All Time E4
What should we learn from Christ's actions the night before He died?

Is God’s Law Bondage? E6

Did God deliver ancient Israel from davery only to endave them again?

The advice of an ancient king is till applicable today.

Why Was Jesus Christ Resurrected?
Jesus Chrigt’s resurrection has awesome implications for each of us.

Reconciliation: A Vital Part of Christ’s Message
How does reconciliation fit into God's plan for humankind?
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commemorate Him as“ our Passover,
[who] was sacrificed for us’ (1 Corinthi-
ans5:7). Jesus said, after He had broken
the unleavened bread and given it to His
disciples, “ ThisisMy body whichis
givenfor you; do thisin remembrance
of Me” (Luke 22:19).

The Passover isan annual reminder thet,
through Chrigt's sacrifice, we have been st
freefrom davery to Sn so we can serve God
in righteousness (Romans 6:1-22).

Sacrifice for sin

But why was Jesus sacrificed
for us?

All human beingsarein davery
to corruption and desth caused by
sin (Romans 6:16; 8:21; Hebrews
2:14-15), “for al have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23). And the Bible says,
“the soul who sinsshall die”’
(Ezekidl 18:4, 20).

What frees usfrom this bondage
to sn? The sacrifice of Jesus Chrigt,
the Lamb of God! God the Father
willingly gave up Hisfirstborn Son,
and Jesuswillingly poured out His
life'sblood.

Why?Why couldn’'t God just
forgive our sinswithout a sacri-
fice?Why did Jesus Christ haveto
suffer and die for our sins (Philippi-
ans2:8)?

Thetruth isthat thereisno other
way to save humanity from the
consequences of sinl

God will not compromise with
His perfect law (Matthew 5:17-20; 19:17;
Psdm 19:7). All of God’scommands are
summed up in the law of love: “You shal
love the Lorp your God with al your
heart, with al your soul, and with all your
mind,” and “you shdl love your neighbor
asyoursdf” (Matthew 22:36-40).

Asthe apostle Paul wrote, “Loveisthe
fulfillment of thelaw” (Romans 13:10).
God'slaw would, if observed, produce and
maintain a peaceful, abundant and joyful
society (Deuteronomy 4:5-8; 6:1-2; 28:1-
14; Galatians 3:21). Tragicaly, no human
(other than Jesus Christ) has kept God's
law perfectly. All have broken it by sinning
(1 John 3:4).

TheBiblelikenssinto leaven: If Sin
isnot removed, it grows and spreads
(1 Corinthians 5:6). The wholeworld
auffersthe curse of sin. Wars, famine,
disease, oppression, crime, poverty, family
problems, emotional disturbancesand

E2 The Good News Expanded Edition

every type of evil result fromsin, the
breaking of God's law (L eviticus 26:14-
39; Deuteronomy 28:15-68).

The ultimate result of sinisdesth. “ For
thewages of sinisdeath” (Romans 6:23),
just as God in Hislove warned the first
man, Adam (Genesis 2:17).

Why Christ’s sacrifice was necessary
God'sway of redeeming humanity—all

L
S

In ancient Israel the first Passover

was a time of deliverance. The blood

of the Passover lamb was smeared
on the doorposts of the residences

of those Israelites who put their trust

in God, and He promised to deliver
them from harm.

of us—from the death penalty without
compromising His perfect law isfor the
penalty to be paid in our place by the Son
of God.

Why? Because “truly, no ransom avails
for one'slife, thereisno price one can give
to God for it. For the ransom of lifeis
costly, and can never suffice that one
should live on forever and never seethe
grave’ (Psalm 49:7-9, NRSV). And that
appliesto usall, “for dl have snned and
fal short of theglory of God” (Romans
3:10, 12, 23).

Our partaking of—participating in—
Chrigt’s sacrifice makes possible our rec-
onciliation to God, setting us on the road
to eternd life.“. . . God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us. . . When
we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, . ..
through whom we have now received the

reconciliation” (Romans 5:8, 10-11).

Our sins separated usfrom God,
because through sin welived hostile to
God and Hisways (Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans
3:10-12; 8:7). Assinnerswe had the death
penalty hanging over us. We fell under that
penalty for breaking God's law (Romans
3:9, 19-20).

But, because Jesus Christ's sacrifice
paid the death penalty for our sins, God
“passed over the Sinsthat were pre-
vioudly committed, to demonstrate
... Hisrighteousness, that He
might bejust and the jutifier of the
onewho hasfaithin Jesus’ (verses
24-26).

Except for Jesus Christ, no man
or woman has ever lived without
sinning. But notice these encour-
aging wordsin the Bible: “ For
God so loved the world that He
gave Hisonly begotten Son, that
whoever believesin Him should
not perish but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).

We read that the wages of sin
isdesath, “but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord” (Romans 6:23, King
JamesVersion).

What must we do?

Does Jesus Chrigt’s death, then,
save us? L et's see what the Word
of God—the Bible—says.

If Jesus paid the pendlty for
our sin by Hiscrucifixion, what
must we do to receive God's gift

of eternd life? Notice Acts 2:38: “ Repent,
and let every one of you be baptizedin
the name of Jesus Christ for theremission
[forgiveness] of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Though “while we were gill sinners,
Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8), His sac-
rifice does not redeem us from the death
penalty until we have repented of breaking
God'slaw, turned from sin and accepted
Jesus Chrigt asour Lord and Master. Then
what happens?

Notice Romans 8:1: “Thereistherefore
now no condemnation to thosewho arein
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according
to the [lusts of the] flesh, but according to
the Spirit.”

We no longer seek to go our own way,
but are led by the Spirit of God (verses
2-16; 1 Corinthians 2:10-16), building
our relationship with God and Christ
through prayer and study of God'sWord

Photos: © 1998 PhotoDisc, Inc. (left), Shaun Venish



(Ephesians 6:18; 2 Timothy 2:15).

When we embark on this new way
of life, following Christ's example as
shown in the Bible, we are then saved
by Hislifein us (Romans 5:10; Galatians
2:20). Gradually God beginsto write His
law of love (Romans 13:8-10) in our
hearts and minds (Hebrews 10:16). We
become transformed by taking on the
thoughts of God (Romans 12:2; Philippi-
ans 2:5).

With the help of God's Spirit we
can obey God'slaw, submit to Him
and overcome sin. Sinisno longer
in control over us. We become ser-
vants of God rather than the servants
of sin (Romans 6:12-16). Keeping
the Passover brings these great
truths into sharp focus.

Will we follow Jesus’ example?

Jesus Christ observed the
Passover. The Bible makesthis clear
in many passages (Matthew 26:2,

17-19; Luke 2:41-42; 22:1, 7-20;
John 2:13, 23; 13:1-30; 1 Corinthi-
ans 11:23-29). Hiswords and
actionsat Hislast Passover provide
us profound lessons about our rela
tionships with Him and our fellow
human beings.

“Then came the Day of Unleav-
ened Bread, when the Passover must
bekilled” (Luke 22:7). According to
God'singtructions, anew day begins
with the evening (Genesis 1.5), not
at midnight.

Jesus Christ and His disciples assem-
bled that evening in alarge upper room.
“And supper being ended . . . [Jesus] rose
from supper and laid aside His garments,
and took atowd . . . and began to wash the
disciples feet, and to wipe them with the
towd ... (John 13:2, 4-5).

Assuming therole of aservant, Jesus
washed His disciples feet and said to
them: “If | then, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’sfeet. For | have given
you an example, that you should do as
| havedonetoyou. . . If you know these
things, blessed areyou if you do them”
(John 13:14-15, 17).

Jesus carried out this humble act of
sarviceto show Hisdisciplesthat Histrue
followers must be led by agiving, serving
attitude. Hetellsusall by implication to
follow Hisexample (see“A Lesson for All
Time” p. E4).

On that same evening Jesus “took

bread, gave thanks and brokeit, and
gaveit tothem, saying, ‘ Thisis[or
‘means; James Moffatt Trandation; i.e.,
‘represents’] My body whichisgivenfor
you; do thisin remembrance of Me'”
(Luke 22:19).

He also “took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gaveit to them, saying,
‘Drink from t, all of you. For thisis[rep-
resents] My blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for many for the remission

/

L N

W are to examine our own hearts
before we take the Passover symbols.
We are to ask ourselves some searching
questions about our intentions toward

God and our fellow human beings.

of sins'” (Matthew 26:27-28).

A lasting memorial

The Bible makesit clear that dl who
will follow Christ should observe thisNew
Testament Passover in remembrance of His
love and sacrificefor our Snsand asa
reminder of our commitment to Him for
what God hasdonein our lives (1 Corinthi-
ans5:7-8; Luke 22:19; 14:21-24).

We areto avoid observing the
Passover in an “unworthy” manner, as
Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “For as
often asyou eat thisbread and drink this
cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till
He comes. Therefore whoever eatsthis
bread or drinksthis cup of the Lord inan
unworthy manner will be guilty of the
body and blood of the Lord” (1 Corinthi-
ans 11:26-27).

Many readers of this scripture have not
comprehended the significance of Paul’s
warning. Some, incorrectly feeling they

were not worthy of Christ’s sacrifice, have
€elected not to take the Passover. Others
have taken the Passover in attitudes
ranging from casud to ritualistic to super-
dtitious. Nothing is magica about the
unleavened bread and the wine Jesus
used; they were Smply symbolsto remind
usof Hissacrificefor our sin.

Self-examination necessary

We areto take the Passover in aworthy
manner, but what exactly does
that mean?

Paul warned, “But let aman
examine himself, and so et him eat
of the bread and drink of the cup”
(1 Corinthians 11:28).

Inalater letter, Paul wrote:
“Examine yourselves, whether
yebein thefaith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own
salves, how that Jesus Christis
in you, except ye be reprobates?’
(2 Corinthians 13:5, KJV).

We are to examine our own
hearts before we take the Passover
symboals of bread and wine. We are
to ask ourselves some searching
questions about our intentions
toward God and our fellow human
beings. Do we show humility and
service to others? Do we honor
God in our everyday lives?

Just what should your attitude
be toward the world, toward God
and Hislaws and toward others?
“Do not lovethe world or the

things of theworld,” the apostle John

wrote. “If anyonelovesthe world, the love
of the Father isnot in him. For dl that isin
the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life—isnot of
the Father but is of theworld. And the
world ispassing away, and the lust of it;
but he who doesthe will of God abides

forever” (1 John 2:15-17).

Aslong aswelivein “this present evil
world” (Gaatians 1:4, KJV), whichis
under Satan'sinfluence (Ephesians 2:1-3),
wewill be tempted to break God’s law.
We are tempted through our own desires
(James 1:14) to cheat, lie, boast, swear,
gossip, hate, commit adultery and put
other things before God (Matthew 5:27-
28; Galatians 5:19-21).

Each of us, even though called, repen-
tant and forgiven, will fall down and sin.
But, aslong aswe are genuinely repen-
tant, striving to overcome sin, “we have an

Continued on page E16

March/April 1998 E3



A Lesson for All Time

By His powerful example Jesus Christ taught His disciples many vital lessons.
Yet the sterling example shown to them less than a day before His death is
one of the least understood and most neglected by those who claim to follow Him.

On the night before
His death Christ
introduced a custom
that would teach
His disciples a
crucially important
lesson. The question
for us is whether it
is still relevant for
Christians today.

by Scott Ashley

he discipleswere puzzled. They had seenand
heard much that was unconventional from their
Master and Teacher, and on thisnight Hisactions
seemed even more unusud.

The Passover, one of Isradl’sgreet feastsand atime
of joyous celebration, was at hand. Yet Jesuswas
uncharacterigtically subdued. That waspeculiar in
itsdlf, but now, during their med, Herose, took a
pitcher and alarge bowl and began going from
discipleto disciple washing each one'sfedt!

Whet did this mean?Wasthis another of those
puzzling occurrencesthat the disciples had often
witnessed, unableto fully grasp what their Master was
trying to teach them?Why, on thisnight of celebra
tion, was He saying and doing these peculiar things?
What did it al mean?

The ordinance of humility

On the night before His death Christ introduced
acustom that would teach His disciplesacrucialy
important lesson. The question for usiswhether it
isdtill relevant for Christianstoday. That lesson was
taught through the simple act of foot-washing, the
humble act of Jesus Christ as He observed the
Passover with His disciples during thelast night
before His death. They did not understand His
instruction then, but they later came to seethat
Christ’sactionsthat evening wereto teach them
some profound principles.

What areweto learn from the events of thisnight?
What isthe dgnificance of Chrig’sexample?

John 13 describesthe setting. “ It wasjust before the
Passover Feadt. Jesusknew thet thetime had comefor
himto leave thisworld and go to the Father. Having
loved hisown who werein theworld, he now showed
them thefull extent of hislove. The evening med was
being served, and the devil had dreedy prompted
Judas I scariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. Jesus
knew that the Father had put dl things under his
power, and that he had come from God and was
returning to God; so he got up from the medl, took
off hisouter clothing, and wrapped atowel round his
waist. After that, he poured water into abasin and
began to wash hisdisciples fedt, drying themwith the
towe that waswrapped round him” (verses 1-5, New
Internationa Version throughout).

We seein theseversesthe motivation for Chrigt’s
actionsthat evening: He " knew that the Father had put
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all thingsunder his power, and that he had comefrom
God and wasreturning to God.” Because of this, Jesus
did what He did asalesson for Hisfollowersfor all
time. He knew that Hewould die within 24 hours. He
knew thesewere Hislast hoursin human formwith
Hisdisciples.

Whet lesson did He want to be sure they remem-
bered?What did He want to leave them with?

Foot-washing: a menial task

Let'scongder the sgnificance of Chrid’sactions.
What was the point He wastrying to make? \Welive
under different circumstancestoday, so it's more diffi-
cult for usto relate to those events. Placing oursalves
inthe culture of thet time hel ps us better understand.

Infirst-century Judes, people wore open sendd's
rather than shoesaswe usualy do. They didn't travel
incarsor buses. They walked everywhere, usudly on
dusty pathsand dirt roads. Whenit rained, they walked
through mud. They didn’t have concrete or brick walk-
wayslikemog citieshavetoday; few aress of the
citiescould afford stone paving. Most people smply
didn't take abath or ashower every day; daily bathing
wasaluxury for thewedthy and prosperous. Feet
became downright dirty under those conditions.

We may not often consider the fact that Jesus Christ
and the disciples usudly hed dirty feet, but they did. If
you or | walked everywhere on dirt roadswhile wear-
ing sanddls, our feet would be quite dirty too.

Whenever guestswereinvited to ahome, the
lowest household dave or servant was given the basest
job—which was bathing the feet of guests. Thewash-
ing of feet was not an envigbletask. It wasademean-
ing chore, reserved for the servant with the lowest
stetus. The Gospdsrefer to thiscustomin John 1:27
and Luke 7:44-46.

Onthisparticular evening, Since Jesuswas playing
hogt to aprivate medl, no servants were present to han-
dlethe menid task of removing sandals and washing
thefeet of the guests.

The disciples’ attitudes

Although all four Gospels record events of this
evening, none records any of the disciples volunteer-
ing to do thistask. That would have been admitting
inferiority to the others. Luke 22:24 adds an interest-
ing detail about that same evening: “Also adispute
arose among [the disciples] asto which of them was



considered to be greatest”

Rather than considering how they could
best serve each other and makethe evening
more plessant for the others, the disciples
mindswere focused on “which of themwas
consdered to be greatedt,” to the point that
an argument broke out and angry words
were exchanged asthe men jockeyed for
position within the small group.

Itisn't clear exactly when on that night
thiscontention arose. Did their controversy
prompt Jesusto quietly rise, pour water and,
likeacommon dave, begin washing their
feet one by one? That certainly would have
quelled theargument! Or did thisquarrel
take place after Jesus had dready washed
their feet—demondrating just how littlethe
lesson had sunk in?

We don't know for sure. But what isclear
isJesus quiet rebuke: “Thekings of the
Gentileslord it overthem. .. But you are
not to belikethat. Instead, the grestest
among you should belikethe youngest, and
the onewho ruleslike the onewho serves’
(verses 25-26, emphasisadded throughout).

Peter the impetuous

One of the disciplesdid understand at
least some of thelesson Chrigt wastrying
to teach them. When Jesusknelt to wash
Peter’sfeet, Peter blurted out, “ Lord, areyou
going to wash my feet?’

Jesusresponded, “You do not redize
now what | am doing, but later you will
understand.” He knew the disciples il had
much to learn, thet they couldn’t at that time
undergtand the deep spiritud lesson Hewas
trying toimpress on them.

But that didn’t satisfy Peter. “No, you
shdl never wash my feet,” he said (John
13:6-8). Peter redized that Jesuswas ddlib-
eraely degrading Himsdf by Hisactions,
assuming therole of the basest of daves.
But Peter till didn't understand the larger
lesson, that thosewho follow Chrigt haveto
havethe attitude of aservant.

Jesusanswered, “ Unless| wash you, you
have no part with me” (verse 8). Thereis
another lesson given here aswell—that we
must be washed by Jesus Chrigt to have eter-
nd lifein God'sKingdom with Him. We are
meade clean by Chrigt’s sacrifice aspictured
by the Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews
9:12-14), and if we havefaithin that sacri-
ficeand dlow Himtoliveagain within us
(Gaatians 2:20), Hewill shareeternd life
withus (1 John 5:11-13).

But Peter didn't gragp any of this. He
thought of it grictly intermsof physica
washing, o0 he asked Chrigt to wash even

moreof him. “*Then, Lord, Simon Peter
replied, ‘not just my feet but my handsand
my head aswd!’" Jesusanswered, ‘A person
who has had abath needs only to wash his
feet; hiswholebody isclean. And you are
clean, though not every one of you.' For he
knew who was going to betray him, and that
waswhy he said not every onewasclean”
(John 13:9-11).

Christ simplifies the lesson

Seeing that they till didn’t understand,
Jesus said even moreto impressthelesson

ing the good news of salvation thet He has
commissioned His servantsto carry. Dowe
sometimesthink that we're better than the
onewho hascdled usand given usthisjob
to carry out?

Although we may not say that by our
words, do we say it by our actions?|sthere
aways some reason we can't help others
when thereisaneed? If we're dways com-
ing up with reasonswhy we can't help when
weknow of aneed, aren't we saying the
samething by our actions? Aren't weredly
saying that our time and our wants and our

Whenever guests were invited to a home, the lowest household slave
or servant was given the basest job—bathing the feet of guests. It was
a demeaning chore, reserved for the servant with the lowest status.

on them. “When he hed finished washing
their feet, he put on hisclothesand returned
tohisplace. ‘Do you understand whet | have
donefor you? heaskedthem” (verse 12).

Of coursethey didn’t understand. Con-
Sderabletimewould pass before they would
grasp theimportance of Christ’s purpose
and teeching and themisson Hewas giving
tothem.

“You cal me*Teacher’ and ‘Lord, and
rightly so, for that iswhat | am. Now that
I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you aso should wash one
another’sfeet. | have set you an example
that you should do as| have donefor you”
(verses 13-15).

Who should be our example, our
ultimate role model ?We could find none
grester than Jesus Chridt, the Son of God.
Weareto follow in His stepsand walk just
asHewalked (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6). We
areto emulate Hisexamplein every way.
And Hisexamplewas one of living to serve
others (Matthew 20:28).

Jesus concluded Hislesson: “I tdl you
thetruth, no sarvant is greater than hismas-
ter, nor isamessenger greater than the one
who sent him” (John 13:16).

Jesus Chrigt saysthat if Hewaswilling
to humble Himsdlf and put Himsdlf inthe
position of being aservant, and to take on
the duties of the lowest of daves, who are
weto think we're too good to humbly
serve others?

Weare Chrig’s servants. Do we ever
think we're too good to humble ourselves
asHedid? Do wethink that some kinds of
serving and giving of ourselvesand our time
are beneath us, that we should |et someone
elsedo them insteed?

Wearealso Chrigt’smessengers, carry-

needs are more important?

Do we understand the lesson?

God well undergtandsthe message
conveyed by our actions. But do we under-
stand? Christ asked Hisdisciples, “Doyou
understand whet | have donefor you?’ We
need to ask oursdlvesthat same question.
We need to ask oursalves whether we have
learned the lesson that Jesus Christ S0
vividly pointed out to Hisfollowerswhen
He assumed the role of thelowest servant to
teach Hisfollowersthe vital lesson of humil-
ity, serving and giving.

Jesus gave usthe example of foot-
washing and sad, “| have set you an exam-
plethat you should do as| have donefor
you!' Therearedtill Christianswho faithfully
follow Hisexample, ingructions and teech-
ings. They recognize theimportance of one
of thelast gresat lessons Christ gave Hisfol-
lowersbefore Hisdegth. They remember that
He humbled Himsdlf asaservant totesch us
thelesson of serving the needs of others.

And they recognize His promise of John
13:17: “Now that you know these things,
you will beblessad if you do them.” 6N

RECOMMENDED READING

Theannua foot-washing ceremony
ispart of the biblical cycle of com-
manded observances. Thereisfar more
to learn about the Holy Days of God
and their celebration. Our free bookl et
God'sHoly Day Plan: The Promise of
Hopefor All Mankind, describeswhat
these days depict in much grester detail.
For your free copy, please contact usat
the officein your country (or the coun-
try nearest you), aslisted on page 2.
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Is God’s Law

Bondage”?

~ Some theologians associate God's law with slavery. But the
. Bible presents it as the missing key to true freedom.

by Noel Hornor

n the annds of human experience, some of the darkest episodes of
man’sinhumanity to man have involved the treatment of daves.
Even today humans are sometimes subjected to brutdity asthe
property of other human beings.
V\brld Press Review paintsapicture of contemporary davery in one nation:
N r\/len women and children in shackles and chainshack at sugar canesasthe
midday sun beats down. Armed guards swing rifle buttsinto theribs of workers
g8l caught dacking. The prisoners are given only water and grain for food. When
darknessfalls, the men are dragged to aclearing and chained to trees for the
-+ night. Women usually sleep alone or with childrenin makeshift sheds. At dawn,
Z ‘the men, women and children are kicked awake” (June 1996, p. 44). Then the
* misery of theformer day is repeamad
| According to another magazine, “ The Genevarbased Internationa L abor
"+ Organization reportsthat tens of millions of people around the globe, including
chlldren asyoung assix, areworking in bondage—in dangerous and degrading
:"i.*-.n ditionsthat often involve 18-hour workdays, beatings and sexud abuse” (Time,
farch 11, 1993, p. 26).

l-. 5
A saga of slavery

. Some 2,500 years ago an entire nation wasin bondage. When wefirst

i “encounter Isragl asanation in the Bible, the | sraglites had gone from being

»guestsm Egypt, enjoying the bounties of theland sde by sidewith their Egypt-

hosts, to being daves. The Bible saysthe Egyptians st “taskmasters’ over

e |sraglites“to fflict them with their burdens,” forcing them

fo ﬁonstruct cities such as Pithom and Raamses (Exodus 1:11). The |sradlites

] :L:_ J.were cruelly forced to labor at projects designed to honor the proud Egypt-

d 'J' “iankings. So brutal were these Egyptian madtersthat they even mur-

b . dered |57ad's newborn malebabies (verse 22).

v Such suffering of davesin Egypt isverified by archaeological
- evidence from theland of the Pharaohs. “. . . Thefamouswall

painting from the Thebean tomb of Rekhmi re. .. [depicts] the
overseer of the brick-making daves during thereign of Thut-

mose " (Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Zondervan, Grand
Rapi ds, 1990, Val. 2, p. 304).

. Thepainting on Rekhmire'stomb shows“ overseers
“armed with heavy whips’” (ibid.). Hard labor and beatings
were aharshredlity of Isradlitelife. “Now it cameto pass

~inthose days, when M oseswas grown, that he went out to

- hisbrethren and looked at their burdens. And he saw an

. Egyptian beating aHebrew, one of hisbrethren” (Exodus

B 2:11):;

Thelsradlitescried out in their suffering. God said, “|

i : ~ have surely seen the oppression of My people. . . and
ro b 4 ha/e heardtheircry .. ” (Exodus3:7).
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Photo © 1998 PhotoDisc, Inc.




Deliverance from slavery

God hed pity on His people, and when
thetimewasright Heintervened to deliver
them from bondage. He appointed Moses
asaleader to bring them out of Egypt
(verse 10). Inaseries of dramatic events,
God took them out of Egypt and established
them as an independent and free nation.
Their departure from Egyptian soil cli-
maxed in the miraculous parting of the Red
Seq, providing an escape from Pharaoh's
pursuing army (Exodus 14:21-31). When
the Egyptians attempted to follow, thewalls
of water collapsed over them (verse 28).

God had chosen |sradl to be Hisown
people. Having removed Isragl’s Egyptian
yoke, God's next step wasto instruct the
peaple about Hislaw. With Mosesleading
them, God brought the | sradlitesto the foot
of Mount Sinai (Exodus 19:2). Then, begin-
ning with the Ten Commandments (Exodus
20), God gave Hislaw to Isradl.

Thesewere the standards by which I srael
wasto live. They wereintended to guidea
people no longer inthe bonds of davery.
God madeit plainto the Isradlitesthat they
wereto be set apart by obedienceto His
commandments. He told them not to follow
the practices of theland of Egypt, out of
which they had come, nor towak inthe
practices of theland of Canaan, to which
they weregoing. They wereto follow His
sandard (Leviticus 18:1-4).

At this point some people make aquan-
tum theologica leap of logic: They believe
that God removed the | sradlites from cap-
tivity to the Egyptiansand brought them
into another state of davery—subjugation
toaharshlaw.

Severd other assumptionsfollow from
thisview; for example, that thislaw was
only for Israel, and when one accepts Christ
heisnot subject to the Old Testament law
because Chrigt abolished the law.

But what was Christ’sposition onthe
law? Did Hetakeaclear sand onit?Inthe
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), He
unambiguoudy shared Hisview of the Old
Testament: “ Do not think that | cameto
destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not
cometo destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly,
| say toyou, till heaven and earth pass away,
onejot or onetittlewill by no means pass
fromthelaw till dl isfulfilled” (Matthew
5:17-18, emphasis added throughout).

First we must recognize what Jesus
meant when He used theterms Law and
Prophets. “. . . Jesusistaking painsto relate
histeaching and placeinthe higtory of
redemption to the OT [Old Testament]

Scriptures. For that iswhat ‘ Law or the
Prophets’ here means: the Scriptures’
(Expositor’s, Val. 8, p. 142).

Christ’s statements about the law

Chrigt gated that He did not cometo
destroy the law, but to fulfill it. “ His purpose
isnot to changethe law, till lessto annul it,
but to revedl thefull depth of meaning that
it wasintended to hold” (John R.W. Stott,
The Bible Speaks Today, I nter-Varsity Press,
Leicester, England, 1978, p. 72).

Elsawhere Jesus emphasized that we
must obey thelaw of God. On one occasion
“one came and said to Him, * Good Teecher,
what good thing shdl | do that | may have
eternd life? " Christ’sresponsewasclear:
“. .. If youwant to enter into life, keep the
commandments’ (Matthew 19:16-17). The
next two versesmake it plain that the com-
mandments Jesusrefersto herearethe Ten
Commandments.

In spite of Chrigt’splain statement about
the Old Testament law, many students of
the Bible down through the years have
misunderstood Histeaching.

Cooke, America, Alfred A. Knopf, New
York, 1980, pp. 273, 278).

When theseimmigrants arrived and
became citizens, they took an oath by
which they agreed to obey the laws of their
newly embraced land. This oath includes
thesewords: “1 will give my support to the
Congtitution and to the laws of the United
States. | will obey them.”

Many newly naturalized citizens came
to Americato escape despotism and totali-
tarianism in their native lands. They did not
consider obedienceto America'slawvsto be
another form of bondage. They embraced
what they considered to be anew life full of
freedom.

God’s law is not bondage

Trueliberty isnot freedom from law.
True freedom can be found only within law.
Righteous laws secure and guarantee free-
dom. “But hewho looksinto the perfect
law of liberty and continuesinit, and isnot
aforgetful hearer but adoer of thework,”
wrote the apostie James, “thisonewill be
blessed in what he does’ (James 1:25).

Some people make a quantum theological leap of logic: They believe that
God removed the Israelites from captivity to the Egyptians and brought
them into another state of slavery—subjugation to a harsh law.

“In every generation of the Christian
erathere have been those who could not
accommodate themsalvesto Chrigt'satti-
tudetothelaw . . . for they declare that the
very category of law isabolished for the
Chrigtian . . . that no law any longer binds
Christian people except thelaw of love. . ”
(The Bible Speaks Today, p. 72).

Thosewho believethat thelaw isno
longer binding tend to take the approach
thet to assart that commandmentsareto be
obeyed isto enact aform of bondage,
whereasto be a Chrigtian meansto befree.

Is the law contrary to freedom?

Subjectiontolawsisnot of itsdlf aform
of bondage. Every nation on earth haslaws
and satutes. Americaisanation whose
population has, to aconsiderable extent,
accommodated otherswho came seeking
greater freedom—libertiesthat are safe-
guarded by law.

“Three quarters of the population. . .
are the descendants of immigrantsfrom
Asiaand Africaand, most of al, from the
continent of Europe” Many of them, par-
ticularly Jewish immigrants, “ saw Amer-
icaasthe Land of Canaan” (Alistair

James called God's commandmentsthe
“law of liberty,” not aform of davery. He
said onewho obeysit isblessed; hislifeis
one of happiness and peace.

Thelaw of Godisnot adtraitjacket; it
doesn't restrain freedom. Itisaway of life
that guaranteesthe welfare of theindividua
and of society. “ Peace isthe reward of those
who lovethy law; no pitfalls beset their
path” (Psalm 119:165, New English Bible).

When God brought the |sradlites out of
Egypt, He did not deliver them from one
form of davery into another. Heliberated
them from asociety in which they had no
protection through law. The Egyptian code
of law did not provide freedom for the
Isradlites. It did not protect them from evil
trestment nor guarantee their security. |srael
was abused and oppressed.

God delivered His people from these
crudties and gave them alaw that would
guarantee their safety and protection.
“Now, O |sradl, listen to the statutes and
the judgmentswhich | teach you to
observe, that you may live. . (Deuteron-
omy 4:1). It was aperfect law (Psalm
19:7). Isradl “ needed no additiond rulesor

Continued on page E16
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Proverbs 31: A Model
for Today’s Woman

You might be surprised at just how up-to-date the advice of an ancient king can be.

Women have been
struggling with priorities
and time management
for millennia. The advice
in the 31st chapter

of the book of Proverbs

IS just as relevant today
as it was then.

by Linda Elliott

magine a busy woman running a household,

rushing to work, making business decisions,

juggling meal planning and shopping, and
volunteering her time for worthwhile causes,
while radiating cheer to her children and charm
to her husband.

Soundslike today’s supermom, doesn't it?
Actualy, thiswife, mother and pillar of the com-
munity was described nearly 3,000 yearsagoin
the Bible. Women have been struggling with
priorities and time management for millennia.
The advicein the 31st chapter of the book of
Proverbs, which talks about this supermom of
old, isjust asrelevant today asit wasthen,
because wisdom from God istimeless.

Yearsago, when | was ayoung wifeand mother,
| read this chapter for thefirg time and thought:
Whoisthis superwoman?1’ m not like that!

| have since cometo redlize that this passageis
not the description of awoman who hashad it al
together from the start, but of awoman who has
grown in character and spiritual maturity through
life'sexperiences. Wisdom is not just timeless; it
takestime.

Timeesswisdom comes from God, not from
talk showsand trash TV. To achieve happiness,
right character and success, women need down-to-
earth adviceto help them learn concretelessons;
they don’t need illusions. Charm and beauty tips
abound, but to find real help—to be competentin
home, community and business—thereisno better
placeto look than the Word of God.

Applying wisdom

Theideal placeto learn wisdom isthe home.
Whether we work outside the home or not, our
home should be our haven, a place where we can
practice what we learn in the company of those
closest to us. (Of course, women learn wisdom
from all aspectsof lifein and out of the home.
Many women may have to manage afull-time
career outsde the home))

Home and family have dways been the foun-
dation of civilization. Solid, successful, loving
families build stable neighborhoods, townsand
citiesthat in turn form strong nations. Yet in

E8 The Good News Expanded Edition

newspapers or television newscasts you will see
evidence of the breakdown of society. Something
isterribly wrong when divorce, family dysfunc-
tion and delinquency are so common that they
make boring headlines. So what isthe solution?
Can government programs solve our problems?

The Bible showsthat the answerslie closer to
home.

Pick your priorities
We all have 24 hoursin each day. But we have

different talents. Some of our strengths are obvi-
ous, otherslie hidden. Wisdom applied properly
can help us maximize our ahilities.

Becoming an effective woman takes focused
effort. Proverbs 31 can be afundamental part of
thiseffort, offering guidance to femaleswho are
single or married, have children, careers, or any
combination of these.

Proverbs 31 helps the process becauseit clari-
fiesour prioritiesfor us: God, family and career
or community. These priorities may sound sim-
ple, but they are not always easy to follow. If we
lose sight of them, our lives quickly get out of
whack. To exercise wisdom isto make wise and
consistent decisions and properly balance sensi-
ble priorities.

What should be on our list of priorities? Let's

Photos © 1998 PhotoDisc, Inc.



get specific and see what this chapter of
Proverbstdlsus.

God, our Designer and Crestor, should
comefirstin our lives. Indeed, without His
revel ation we cannot even understand our
purpose for exigting.

To fulfill that purpose, first seek to
become awoman of conviction, strongin
character, who is striving to attain moral
excellence. In other words, know and do
what isright, even when no oneislooking.
Put God first and ultimately al elsewill
fall into place. Neglect God'swisdom and
things go wrong.

Iy

Remember, knowledgeisof little value
except asit isput into practice.

Build your family

A marriageishbuilt on trust, loyaty and
support, not arguments, nagging and criti-
cism. Strong marriages are based on God's
principles of love, respect, cooperation and
teamwork. Takethe we-are-a-team
approach rather than following the 50-50,
give-and-take arrangement that keeps
rekindling the battle of the sexes.

Serving as an asset to your husband

Photo lllustration by Shaun Venish/PhotoDisc, Inc./Digital Stock

should not be demeaning. Stand by him,
remembering that heis standing by you.
Sometimesthat isn't easy, and theworld
around us doesn't makeit any easier.
Instead of “until death do us part,” society
pushes no-fault divorce. Instead of 100
percent commitment, Hollywood sdlls

the fantasy of temporary blissand self-
satisfaction. But a happy, lifelong marriage
iswell worth the effort.

Verses 10to0 12, 23 and 28 of Proverbs 31
depict agtuationinwhich asolid marriage
leadsto successin and outside the home.

Striveto bediligent and hardworking, and

| remember afrigid winter morning
when | awoketo find our sawer system
hed frozen solid and backed up. All the
plumberswere busy, so my hushand and
| tackled the unpleasant job of thawing and
flushing the pipes ourselves, What amess,
and what asmdl! But thejob had to be
done. Our family wasin trouble, sowe had
todoit. My husband | ater told me he gained
new respect for meas| worked alongsde
him during that nasty emergency.

Abundant practical advice
Be asmart shopper. Bargain-hunt.

Working outside the home is a reality for most women. Balancing
a career and family makes for stressful living. That is why it is so
iImportant to remember our priorities and constantly review them.

don’'t panic over trivid matters. Whenyou
have to burn the midnight oil, pace yoursdlf.
Don't burn out; find aroutineand level that
work for you. Teckle tough Stuations asthey
come up, and handle them without com-
plaint or panic. Verses 13, 18 and 21 describe
awomanwho ismativated, industriousand
confident intheface of challenges.

Make ends meet by following afinancia
plan for the household. Avoid impulse
buying, shop with alist, and don't buy gro-
cerieswhen you're hungry. Experiment.
Maybe coupon clipping isagood idea, but
perhaps ahome-shopping channel isnot.
Principlesthat apply are discussed in
verses 14 and 21.
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Useyour timewisely. The easiest way
to add moretimeto the day isto riseearly
(verse 15). Start the day with prayer and
Bible study to put thingsin proper per-
spective. Plan the day, and make alittle
timejust for yourself. Recharge your bat-
terieswith some peace and quiet. Don't let
interruptionsruleyour life. Solicit help
fromtherest of thefamily. When
Mom isrelaxed and in control, the
wholefamily benefits.

Working outsidethe homeisa
reality for most women. Balancing
acareer and family makesfor
stressful living. That iswhy itisso
important to remember our priori-
tiesand constantly review them.
Businessacumenisvita. A Prov-
erbs 31 woman deserves praisein
her own right, for her own vaue
and accomplishments, not merely
asan extension of her husband
(verses 16, 24, 31).

Another vita key isalso men-
tioned in this chapter: physical
fitness (verse 17). It'seasy to resist
hard work and getting enough
exercise, but we need to take care
of ourselves. The best way isto fit
exercise you enjoy into your
routine.

Hobbies are good stressreliev-
ers. Be cregtive. Try out new, enjoy-
able activities, either with the fam-
ily or by yourself.

Volunteer asyou are able. You'll
be surprised at how much you can
accomplish with relatively little
effort and time. Just asimportant,
teach your children the value of
showing concern for othersand

The next generation

Society influences our children, but it
doesn't nurture them. That's our job. No
oneisaperfect parent, but we can all
improve. Books such as James Dobson's
Dareto Discipline can help us seethe big
picture and the importance of practical

it _
Home and family have always been
the foundation of civilization. Solid,

sonstill call to ask our adviceis because
of that incident. But maybeit had an
effect. I'velearned one thing for sure:

Each decision we make can have far-
reaching consequences. Lifeisfull of
choices, wisdom helps us choose the better
ones. | have constantly reminded the boys
that if they don’t learn from their mistakes,
they are bound to repeat them.

Advantages of God’s way

God'swisdom gives usinsight
many other people do not have. We
learn from each other’s example, so
don't neglect advice from older
women. We are known by the com-
pany we keep, so we need to sur-
round oursel ves with wise women
of dl ages. Let'sshare our hard-
won gems of insight (verse 29).

It may seem difficult to maintain
ahigh standard, but it'sworth the
effort. Theingruction in this chap-
terinthe Bibleispricdess. It's
universal, timeless advice that
encompasses many of life's circum-
stances. God wants us to become
the best we can be (verse 30).

Sound like a daunting task? Not
necessarily, especidly when we
patiently move forward astep at a
time. Proverbs 31 givesan outline
of redl prioritiesfor becoming a
complete, effective and successful
woman. You may aready have
followed quite afew of the above
| principles; othersmay require
“ major consideration and reorienta:
tion. Plenty of resources are avail-
ablefor in-depth study of this chap-
ter, not to mention the rest of the

helping them take care of their successful, loving families build stable ook of Proverbs, but this brief
needs (verse 20). . .- review can get you started.
) , neighborhoods, towns and cities that Whois the superwoman of
Don't be obsessed with clothes, ) ; At £
but be neatly and appropriately in turn form strong nations. Proverbs 31?With timeand help

dressed. Our appearance speaks
volumes before we ever say aword
(verse 22).

A good sense of humor helps. Lifeis
short; enjoy it and cheerfully tekethingsin
stride (verse 25). Avoid idleness; don't be
acouch potato (verse 27).

Formal education for al agesismuch
more widespread than it used to be. So
continue educating yourself. Perhapsyou
need to read more, taking moreinterestin
civic and volunteer activities. Practice
helps usto speak with common sense and
confidence, avoiding aggression or defen-
siveness (verse 26).
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child rearing based on biblical principles
(verse 28).

Wisdom dictates that we constantly
review our priorities. Here'sacasein
point: | remember an ordinary day years
ago when my boys came homefrom
school and asked meto shoot basketball
goaswith them. | wastired and needed
to dust the furniture before dinner guests
arrived. Decisions, decisons, | thought.
But then | decided: I'll dways have dust.
| won't always have the boys. So | took 15
minutes to shoot baskets with them.

| won't say that the reason our grown

from God, it could beyou! GN

RECOMMENDED READING

Our rolesin the family and society
take on amuch greater dimension
when we understand the purpose for
human lifein God's gregt plan. Our
free booklets The Road to Eternal Life
and What IsYour Destiny? describe
that plan and the awesome future your
Crestor hasin store for you. For your
free copies, please contact usat the
officein your country (or the country
nearest you), aslisted on page 2.
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Why Was Jesus Christ
Resurrected?

What is the importance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ?
What does it mean for our future?

by Jerold Aust

mong the fundamental doctrinesof the Biblelisted
in Hebrews 6:1-2 isthe " resurrection of the dead””
What isthisresurrection? When will it occur?Who will be
brought back to life? Can we be sureit will happen?

Theresurrectioniscentrd to thelife and aspirations of
afollower of Jesus Chrigt and, in thelong run, thewhole
human race. Unlessthereisaresurrection of the deed, there
isno such thing aseternd life. The gift to mankind of the
resurrection, ateaching to be found throughout the Bible,
isthe anchor of our salvation, afoundationd doctrine of the
truefaith.

Scripturetellsusthat “it is appointed for mento die once”’
(Hebrews 9:27). But the Bible dso showsthat, just asdll die,
“even0in Chrig dl shdl be mededive’ (1 Corinthians
15:22). Weared| to beresurrected, but dl induetime, ina
specific order (verse 23). Yet it dl beginswith Jesus Chrigt.

Christ’s resurrection foretold

Thefirst and so far only resurrection to eternd life has
been that of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Thefirst scriptura
intimation of Jesus' death and resurrection waswritten
some six millenniaago, 4,000 years before the birth of
Christ. Here, in the Hebrew Scriptures, God pronounced
judgment against Satan, the being who had subtly enticed
Adam and Eveto disobey their Creator. God said to Satan,
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise Hished” (Genesis 3:15).

The" Seed” of the woman would bruise Satan’s heed,
or permanently put an end to hisinfluence over mankind,
and Satan would “bruise Hished”: ingtigate Christ's
crucifixion.

But, ironicaly, Jesus Christ’s crucifixion, coupled with
the resurrection, makes our eterna life possible. The apos-
tle Paul wrote of Jesus’ victory over evil: “Thanksbeto
God, who gives usthe victory [eternd life over physical
desth] through our Lord Jesus Chrigt” (1 Corinthians
15:57). Without Jesus crucifixion and resurrection,
humanity could never be saved, never gain eternd life
(verse 13).

Chrigt’saoning death makes possible the forgiveness
of our sinsand our reconciliation to God. Thisisthe
essentid first step in God's plan to save humanity.
Through Jesus Christ’srestoration to eternd life almost
2,000 years ago, we, through our own resurrection, can
adsorecaveeternd life.

Symbol of Christ’s resurrection

Jesus Chrigt’s resurrection was symbolized through a
ceremony God gave ancient Isradl (Leviticus23:10-14).
During the Feast of Unleavened Bread, God ingtructed the
priestto cut ashedf of barley grain and waveit before Him
to be accepted by Him. Henceit was called the wave-sheef
offering (verse 15). None of the harvest could be eaten until
this ceremony had been conducted (verse 14).

Thewave-shedf offering represented  Chrig, thefirst-
fruits’ (1 Corinthians 15:23), asour coming Savior and the
beginner of God's gathering of members of Hisfamily
(2 Corinthians 6:18).

Jesuswasreceived by His Father after Hisresurrection,
athough not immediately. When Hefirst appeared to Mary
Magddene He sad, “ Do not cling to Me[* Touch me not,
King JamesVersion], for | have not yet ascended to My
Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘| am
ascending to My Feather and your Fether, and to My God
and your God'” (John 20:17).

Just as God commanded that the harvestsin ancient
Israel could not begin until He had accepted the wave-
sheef offering, so the harvesting of mankind would not

Unless there is a resurrection of the dead, there is no
such thing as eternal life. The gift to mankind of the
resurrection, a teaching to be found throughout the Bible,
is the anchor of our salvation, a foundational doctrine

of the true faith.

begin until Jesus Chrigt was accepted by the Fether as*“the
firstfruits’ (1 Corinthians 15:23).

“Induetime;” at atime specificaly gppointed by God,
“Chrigt died for theungodly” (Romans5:6) so thet they
could be given sdlvation in God's Kingdom. The harvest
of humanity for eternd life could begin.

Christ’s resurrection gives us hope

The Chrigtian who understands the power inherent
in Chrigt’sresurrection has great hope. The Bible clearly
revealsthat certain Old Testament personalities knew of
this hope. The patriarch Job knew of God's plan for man
after death. He lived and died knowing he would eventu-
aly beresurrected.
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“But mandiesandislaid away; indeed
he breethes hislast and whereishe?As
water disgppearsfrom the seg, and ariver
becomes parched and dries up, so manlies
down and does not rise. Till the heavensare
no more, they will not awake nor be roused
from their degp. Oh, that You would hide
meinthe grave, that You would concedl
meuntil Your wrathis past, thet You would
appoint mea set time, and remember me! I
aman dies, shall heliveagain? All thedays
of my hard service |l will wait, till my
changecomes’ (Job 14:10-14, emphesis
added throughout).

With biblica understanding, Job'swords
become clear. Heknew the dead don't
immediately riseto heaven. AsEcclesastes
9:5tdlsus, the dead “know nothing”; they
lie unconsciousin the grave, awaiting their
resurrection.

Job knew hewould be resurrected. But
until then this patriarch would wait in his
grave until his“ change’—from physicd to
pirit, from mortal to immortal—occurred
(1 Corinthians 15:50-54).

Thiswas Job'shope. Thisisaso our

hope* of eternd life which God, who cannot
lie, promised beforetime began” (Titus 1:2).

AsPaul told the Roman officidlswho
questioned him about hisbdliefs, “I have
hopeinGod. . . thet therewill be aresurrec-
tion of the deed, both of thejust and the
unjust” (Acts24:15). Thishopeis“an
anchor of the soul, both sureand steadfast”
(Hebrews6:19).

If Jesus had not been resurrected, we
would have no hope of living forever. But
we have the assurance that God, through
Chrigt, will resurrect al who have ever died.

Faith in the resurrection

“Now fathisthe substance of things
hoped for, the evidence [redlization or confi-
dence] of thingsnot seen” (Hebrews 11:1).
Chridtians, by definition, believein Chrigt's
promises. One of Hisincredible promisesis
that we can beresurrected to eternd life
(1 Corinthians 15:50-53). Although we can't
know wheat it will beliketo beaspirit being,
the Scriptures assure usthat thisisour des-
tiny (1 John 3:2).

Faithin Christ’spromiseto resurrect usis

apowerful antidote for the fear of desth and
anxiety about the unknown: “Inasmuch then
asthe children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himsdlf likewise sharedinthe
same, that through deeth He might destroy
him who had the power of death, that is, the
devil, and rel ease those who through fear

of death weredl ther lifetime subject to
bondage’ (Hebrews 2:14-15).

Fear of deathisaform of captivity, of
davery. Although many people profess
belief in somekind of life after desth, few
seem to want to go anytime soon. Men and
women face the prospect of desth with
understandable gpprehension and uncer-
tainty. Without the sure knowledge givenin
the Scriptures, how could it be otherwise?

But Paul, well aware of God'srevelation,
understood thet, just asdesthissure, 0is
theresurrection of the dead. “For asin
Adamall die, even soin Chrigt all shall be
madealive’ (1 Corinthians 15:22).

“And soitiswritten,” according to Paull,
“*Thefirg man Adam becamealiving
being. Thelast Adam [Chrigf] becamealife-
giving spirit. However, the spiritud isnot

The Bible Reveals More Than One Resurrection

any people are surprised to learn that the
IVI Bible reveals more than one resurrection. This

is clear from Revelation 20, where the setting
is Jesus Christ’s return.

The apostle John wrote of a vision he received from
Jesus Christ: “And | saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was committed to them. Then | saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for their wit-
ness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not
worshiped the beast or his image, and had not
received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for
a thousand years” (verse 4).

Here, then, we see a group of those who have been
faithful to Christ given thrones, authority and rulership
with Jesus Christ for 1,000 years, the period commonly
called the Millennium. These are those described in
1 Thessalonians 4:16: “For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first.”

The apostle Paul further describes what will happen
to faithful Christians “at the last trumpet” announc-
ing Christ’s return: “Behold, | tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians
15:51-52). Paul counted himself among those who
would rise to eternal life in this resurrection.
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Continuing in John’s description of events accompa-
nying Christ’s return, he says: “Blessed and holy is he
who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the
second death has no power, but they shall be priests of
God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years” (Revelation 20:6, emphasis added throughout).

John calls this “the first resurrection.” If there is the
first resurrection, then obviously there is more than
one. Indeed, John goes on to tell us, “But the rest of
the dead did not live again until the thousand years
were finished” (verse 5).

Another important resurrection

So we see one group of people resurrected at
Christ’s return. They reign with Christ over the earth
during the Millennium. A second group, “the rest of
the dead,” is not resurrected “until the thousand years
[are] finished.”

This is the second resurrection, a bringing back to
physical life that will take place at the conclusion of
the 1,000-year period. Old Testament Israel will consti-
tute some of “the rest of the dead,” as the prophet
Ezekiel reveals: “Behold, O My people, | will open
your graves and cause you to come up from your
graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. Then
you shall know that | am the Lorp, when | have
opened your graves, O My people, and brought you
up from your graves. | will put My Spirit in you, and
you shall live . . .” (Ezekiel 37:12-14).

The remainder of this chapter makes it clear that this



fird, but the naturd, and afterward the piri-
tud. Thefirst manwas of the earth, mede of
dugt; the second Manisthe Lord from
heaven. Aswasthe man of dust, sodso are
thosewho are made of dust; and asisthe
heavenly Man, so dso arethosewho are
heavenly. And aswe have bornetheimage
of theman of dugt, weshall aso bear the
image of the heavenly Man” (verses45-49).

Paul confidently spoke of hisimminent
death asatemporary departurefromthe
company of those of likefaith: “. .. The
time of my departureisat hand. | have
fought the good fight, | havefinished the
race, | havekept thefaith. Findly, thereis
laid up for methe crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, therighteous Judge, will
giveto meon that Day, and not to meonly
but aso to dl who have loved His appear-
ing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).

Fleeting is death

Over and over the Bible proclaimsthe
truth of the resurrection. Asametter of fact,
death and the surety of the resurrection are
compared to thingswe do every day: Wego

to degp, and wewake up. The Bible repesat-

edly comparesbeing lad torest inthe grave
with lying down to deep. “For now | will lie
downinthedust,” said Job (Job 7:21).

The prophet Daniel foretold the saints
desth and resurrection: “And many of
thosewho deep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, someto everlagting life, some
to shame and everlasting contempt”
(Danid 12:2).

Jesus Himsdlf compared desth with
deep. Beforetheresurrection of oneyoung
girl, He comforted those who were grieving
by saying, “ Do not weep; sheisnot deed,
but deeping” (Luke 8:52). Smilarly, He
compared the degth of Lazarusto deep
before Lazaruswas brought to life again
(John 11:11-13).

Paul sums up the hope of the resurrection
for us “If inthislife only we have hopein
Chrigt, weareof dl menthemogt piticble.
But now Chrigt isrisen from the deed, and
has become thefirstfruits of those who have
fallenadeep” (1 Corinthians 15:19-20).

God'splan for human lifeand our goa
isfor useventudly to be changed into spirit,

shining forever asthe stars (Danid 12:2-3).
Wearedegtined to be apart of God's
family, to be spirit, asHeis spirit. “Beloved,
now we arethe children of God; and it has
not yet been reveded what we shall be, but
weknow that when Heisreveded, we shall
belikeHim, for we shdl sseHim asHeis’

(1John 3:2).

Christ guarantees our resurrection

In God'sbeautiful plan, theresurrection
to eternd life of dl thosewho desirethis
wonderful gift can comeonly through ares-
urrected Jesus Chrigt. Otherwisetheremain-
der of mankind would never experience
everlading life. Paul explainsthisin detail:

“Now if Chrigt ispreached that He has
been raised from the dead, how do some
among you say that thereis no resurrection
of thedead? Bt if thereisno resurrection
of thedeed, then Chrigtisnot risen. And if
Chrigtisnot risen, then our preeching is
empty and your faithisaso empty. Yes,
and we are found fal se witnesses of God,
because we have testified of God thet He

Continued on page E16

is a resurrection to temporary, mortal, physical life, in
contrast to the first resurrection, which is to immortal
spirit life (1 Corinthians 15:50-54).

Jesus Christ reveals some of the locations of those
who will be in the second resurrection: “The sea gave
up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them” (Revelation
20:13). Billions of people will be judged by the Eternal
God over an extended period (just as we are today;

1 Peter 4:17) based on their receiving of God’s Spirit
and their consequent understanding and practice of His
truth. “And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books
[the Holy Bible]” (Revelation 20:12).

Jesus Christ described this period of judgment as a
time during which people of His day would be resur-
rected and live alongside resurrected inhabitants of Tyre,
Sidon, Sodom and Nineveh, who had lived centuries
earlier (Matthew 10:14-15; 11:20-24; 12:41-42). Together
they would learn God’s way of life for the first time.
Those from earlier generations would find it remarkable
that the people of Jesus’ time had rejected Him.

During this time the vast majority of humankind,
all those who have never learned of God’s truth and
His great plan, will gain access to that saving knowl-
edge for the first time. Clearly they have never had an
opportunity for salvation. But in this unusual period
multiple billions of resurrected people will learn God’s
truth, repent of their sins and receive forgiveness,
God'’s Spirit and, ultimately, eternal life. God shows no
partiality (Acts 10:34).

According to God’s plan, all who have ever lived

will receive an opportunity for eternal life.

The fate of the unrepentant

The Bible shows that even the incorrigibly wicked
will wake up in a resurrection, but not a resurrection
to eternal life. All human beings will ultimately either
receive life forever or be destroyed forever. Those who
stubbornly refuse to repent will be consumed by fire.
This is the ‘second death,’ the lake of fire, which is the
ultimate fate of the willfully unrepentant (Revelation
20:6, 14; 21:8).

If these incorrigibly evil people, who have refused to
live peacefully under the loving hand of God, were to be
given immortality, they would suffer and cause others to
suffer for eternity. So God will mercifully destroy them.

To be sure, their resurrection—apart from the ulti-
mate positive benefit—is a negative one. But, for the
Christian with spiritual understanding, it also serves
as a sober warning: The fate of the incorrigibly
wicked is a reminder that we have entered into a seri-
ous covenant with God through Jesus Christ. Once we
set our hearts and minds on God, we must never turn
back to the wicked ways of “this present evil world”
(Galatians 1:4, King James Version).

It is also wise to remember that God takes no plea-
sure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel 18:23, 32;
33:11). He would like all to repent and live forever.

Paul writes that God ““desires all men to be saved”

(1 Timothy 2:4), and Peter explains that God is “longsuf-

fering toward us, not willing that any should perish but

that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
—Jerold Aust
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Reconciliation:
A Vital Part of Christ’s Message

A major theme of Christ’s message is reconciliation.
But how does reconciliation fit into God’s plan for you and me?

The message of the
gospel that Jesus brought
was that we can all be
reconciled to God. It

Is important to under-
stand how that process
takes place and what

it is that separates us

in the first place.

E14

by Mark Mickelson

esus Christ began His public ministry by
declaring the gospel of the Kingdom of
God to the people in Gdlilee. What He said
and did during His 3%-year ministry was so
incrediblethat it just couldn’t beignored.
Jesus called peopleto repentance and gave
them hope. He gave them encouragement and
healed their diseases. Even more, He possessed
the power to forgive their sins.

Chrigt’s countrymen were astonished that
He spoke with such authority, and people excit-
edly crowded about Him everywhere He went.
The popular response to His message was
remarkable.

But Histeachingsweren't wayswarmly
received. Sometimesthey clashed with long-
held traditions and ideas of men.

Part of His message, after al, wasthat all
of mankind could be reconciled to God.
Christ’s own disciples were shocked to find
Him talking with a Samaritan woman (John
4:27). Jesus had acknowledged to the woman
that He wasindeed the Messiah and that eter-
nal lifewas availableto all through Him
(verses 10-14, 25-26). He explained that salva
tion wasn't offered to the Jews only; it was
extended to gentilesaswell.

Some accepted thisas great news, but others
felt threatened by it. Some had fallen into exclu-
sivismin their worship of God and were not
about to share what they viewed astheir God-
given right with just anyone, and especialy not
with gentiles.

Some who heard Jesus preach the gospel in
the synagogue in Nazareth became so angry
when He brought up the subject of God'sdedl-
ingswith gentilesthat they even tried to kill
Him (Luke 4:24-29).

It was atumultuous time as Christ continued
His public ministry to prepare for establishing
His Church. That God would offer salvation to
al, Jew and gentile dike, eventually sank into
the disciples understanding and grew evident in
their teaching after Christ’s death. Then, astheir
range of influence expanded, so spread hostility
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and opposition to this part of their message.

Separation of Jews and gentiles

The apostle Paul addressed the breach
between the Jews and gentilesin Ephesians 2.
The Jews had gone so far asto erect awall in
the courtyard of the temple to keep the gentiles
away from them while they worshiped.

Paul wrote of thiswall of separation: “ For
He Himself [Christ] isour peace, who has made
both one, and has broken down the middie wall
of separation. . . so asto create in Himself one
new man from the two, thus making peace, and
that He might reconcile them bothto God in
one body through the cross. . " (verses 14-16).

A gentile who ventured to pass through the
gatesin that wall would have been put to death.
But Christ was busy reconciling Jew and gen-
tileto God, and no such barrier wasto exist in
the Church.

Thelawsthat kept Jew and gentile apart at
the temple (verse 15) were not the laws of God.
They were the rules and regul ations of men.
Paul went onto say: “And He came and
preached peace to you who were afar off and to
those who were near. For through Him we both
[Jew and gentile alike] have access by one
Spirit to the Father” (verses 17-18).

God, through the supreme secrifice of His
Son, isnot only reconciling usto Himself; He
isreconciling usto each other aswell. Thetwo
processes are inseparable. “ Thereforeif you
bring your gift to the dtar, and there remember
that your brother has something against you,”
Jesus said, “leave your gift there before the
altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to
your brother, and then come and offer your gift”
(Matthew 5:23-24).

First be reconciled to God

Part of the message of the gospdl that Jesus
brought was that we can all be reconciled to
God. It isimportant to understand how that
process takes place and what it isthat separates
usinthefirst place.



Through the prophet Isaiah God explains
what isat the heart and core of separation
from God: “Behold, the Lorp’ shand isnot
shortened, that it cannot save; nor His ear
heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniqui-
ties have separated you fromyour God; and
your sins have hidden Hisface from you, so
that Hewill not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2,
emphasis added throughot).

Man's separation from God is not
God'sfault. Our own sins stand between
usand God, and we are powerlessto
remove the penalty that sin brings. The
only solutionisadivine act of grace.
Chrigt lived Hislife without committing
even one sin and then was sacrificed in our
place so we could be reconciled to God.
John explains how thiscan be: “Inthisthe
love of God was manifested toward us,
that God has sent His only begotten Son
into theworld . . . to be the propitiation for
our sins’ (1 John 4:9-10).

Theword propitiation here conveyssin
being covered and remitted (Vine's Com:
plete Expository Dictionary of Old and
New Testament Words, Thomas Nelson
Publishers, Nashville, 1985, “ Propitia-
tion"). Some trand ations appropriately
use the word atonement instead. The New
English Biblewordsit smply that God
sent His Son “asthe remedy for the defile-
ment of our sins”

Chrigt’s sacrificeisthe remedy for our
sns, but we have our part aswell. We must
be responsive to God's call to repentance
for the process of forgiveness and reconcil-
iation to take place. Only when we have
submitted ourselvesto God, as symbolized
by baptism, will our sins be blotted out.

At that point inthe processwe arejustified
(mederight) by the blood of Jesus Christ
and reconciled to God so we can be saved
(Romans5:1, 6-11).

Reconciling with others

Still, we must bear in mind that our
relationship with God should affect our
relationships with other people aswell.
“Beloved,” wrote John, “if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another”

(1 John 4:11). Reconciling with each other
becomes nothing less than a necessary part
of our caling.

Paul referred to it asour ministry or ser-
vice. We serve as representatives of the
Kingdom of God. “Now al thingsare of
God, who hasreconciled usto Himself
through Jesus Christ, and has given usthe
ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God
wasin Christ reconciling theworld to

Himself, not imputing their trespassesto
them, and has committed to us the word
of reconciliation. Now then, we are
ambassadors for Chrigt, asthough God
were pleading through us. weimploreyou
on Christ’sbehalf, be reconciled to God”
(2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

As Christ’sambassadors, said Paul, we
must set an exampleto show othersthat
they, too, can be reconciled to God and
reconciled to man.

Healing the breaches

If reconciliation to God doesn’t appear
to have worked for us as representatives of
Jesus Chrigt, then how much of apositive
impact can our example possibly make?
We must be reconciled with our fellowman
if weareto proveto othersthat God's way

shall be like awatered garden, and likea
spring of water, whose waters do not fail”
(Isaiah 58:9-11).

God clearly links our relationship
with Him to our responsivenessto each
other. We should be at peace with other
people (Romans 12:18). Sometimeswe
smply need to be more diplomatic. The
book of Proverbsisof inestimable helpin
thisregard.

Reconciliation brings peace. Breaches
need to be hedled, and we need to forgive.
But thisisn't aprocess that we carry out
on our own. God intercedes for usand par-
ticipateswith usto help usfulfill Hiswill.
He restores usto aright relationship with
Himsalf and with each other. He prepares
usfor an eternity with Him and with each
other in Hisfamily.

Christ’s sacrifice is the remedy for our sins, but we have our part
as well. We must be responsive to God’s call to repentance for the
process of forgiveness and reconciliation to take place.

really doeswork. Husbands and wives
must reconcile. Parents and children need
to reconcile. We must bridge the genera
tion gapin our own families.

God iscommitted to helping us heal our
breaches, but we need to commit to hedl-
ing them aswell. Thisrequiresthat we
perpetuate an intimate relationship with
God; thisisnecessary if wearetruly to
draw on His power.

Fasting is one of the ways God shows
usto help us stay closeto Him. Going
without food and drink teachesalessonin
itself, but our resulting attitude of humility
iswhat isredly important to God. (If you
have never fasted before, we suggest that
you begin by omitting only afew meals—
perhaps not eating for aday or even less.

If you have aserious health condition, it
isbest to seek medical advicefirst.)

Fasting should draw us closer to God
and each other. God describes the result
of fasting with aproper attitude and
approach:

“Then you shall cal, and the Lorb will
answer; you shal cry, and He will say,
‘Herel am.’ If you take away the yoke
from your midgt, the pointing of the finger,
and speaking wickedness, if you extend
your soul to the hungry and satisfy the
afflicted soul, then your light shall dawnin
the darkness, and your darkness shall be as
the noonday. The Lorp will guide you
continually, and satisfy your soul in
drought, and strengthen your bones; you

Ultimately, thet'swhat the Kingdom of
God isabout: being reconciled to God and
man. In the Kingdom every human being
will at last cometo aright relaionship with
God—ardationship that had been pre-
vented by our Sins. Aseveryonelearnsto
live according to God'slaw of love (Romans
13:8-10), proper relationshipsamong
human beingswill develop and grow.

Thisisavita part of the message Jesus
Christ preached to the people of Galileg,
and then to Judea, and that's the message
the disciples began to spread throughout
theworld.

It'sastimelessamessage now asit was
then: e need reconciliation. We can be
thankful that God alows usnot only to
experienceit, but to shareit with others as
He proceeds with His plan to offer salva-
tionto al of mankind. GN

RECOMMENDED READING

How can we be reconciled to God?
How can wefulfill His purposefor us?
How can we know whereto start? The
Road to Eternal Life detailswhat the
Bibletdlsusabout building aright
relationship with our Cregtor. And
What IsYour Destiny? describesthe
awesome future He wantsto share
with you. Your free copiesare available
when you contact us at the officein
your country (or the country nearest
you), aslisted on page 2.
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Passover

Continued from page E3
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous’ (1 John 2:1).

And, “if we confessour sins, Heis
faithful and just to forgive usour sinsand
to cleanse usfrom all unrighteousness’

(1 John 1:9). God forgives and accepts us,
applying Jesus' sacrifice, aslong aswe
alow God to lead us (Ephesians 2:8).

No oneisworthy of Christ’s sacrifice
on hisown merit. But that is not what
Paul isdiscussing. Not taking the Passover
ischoosing to disregard Chrigt’sinstruc-
tions and example. Taking the Passover in
an unworthy manner ischoosing to tekeit
with little or no respect for Christ's sacri-
fice, showing indifference to the impor-
tance of His death as payment for our sins.

“For hewho eatsand drinksin an
unworthy manner eats and drinksjudg-
ment to himself, not discerning the Lord's
body. For this reason many are weak and
sick among you, and many seep. For if we
would judge ourselves, we would not be
judged. But when we are judged, we are
chastened by the L ord, that we may not be
condemned with theworld” (1 Corinthians
11:29-32).

If we take the Passover while rever-
ently respecting and appreciating the sac-
rifice of Jesus Christ, we not only won't
be condemned, but we will be on our way
to salvation.

Observing the Passover inits New Tes-
tament context, and obeying God's Word
in respect to HisHoly Days, gives under-
standing of God'sgreat plan for humanity.
We areto gtrive to obey God in al things
(Matthew 4:4), atruth that is summed up
in the two great commandments—Ilove
toward God and love toward our neighbor
(Matthew 22:36-40). GN

RECOMMENDED READING

The Passover isone of seven annud
festivals God revedsinthe Bible. Why
did God command them? Should Chris-
tians keep them?What do they teech us
about God's plan for humanity?You'll
find the answersto these questionsand
morein God'sHoly Day Plan: The
Promise of Hopefor All Mankind.
Request your free copy by contacting us
at the phone number or address of our
officein your country (or the country
nearest you), aslisted on page 2.

Bondage

Continued from page E7
directives, and none of those given were
superfluous. . " (Expositor’s, Val. 3, p. 42).

God’s law and the Christian

God cdls Chrigtiansto accept Jesus
Chrigt aspersona Savior. Weareaso
calledto alife of obedienceto God's com-
mandments. Law-keeping doesnot earn a
person savetion, which isagift from God
(Romans 6:23); the keeping of Hislawsis
our grateful reponseto God (1 John 5:2-3;
John 14:15, 21).

When called to repentance, people
invariably find themselvesliving in some
degree of disobedience to the command-
ments of God. God calsusto repent of this
former way of living. “ You had time
enoughin the past to do al the thingsthat
men want to do in the pagan world. Then
you lived in license and debauchery, drunk-
enness, revelry and tippling, and theforbid-
denworship of idols’ (1 Peter 4:3, NEB).

Thelaw stands as our guide to repen-
tance. It identifies our sin and shows us how
weshould live. AsPaul put it, “Indeed |
would not have known what Sin was except
through thelaw” (Romans 7.7, New Inter-
nationa Version).

Our new lifeisalife of freedom. Far
from being ablueprint for davery, the com-
mandments of God illuminate the pathway
of afreelife—alifefreefrom the debilitat-
ing and destructive consequences of sin.

Red freedom isfound only in obedience
to God. Lawlessness, or disobedienceto
God, issn (1 John 3:4), anditisaform of
bondage. Jesus said that “ whoever commits
snisadaveof dn... Thereforeif the Son
makesyou free, you shall befreeindeed’
(John 8:34, 36).

Thistrue freedom isfound through
Jesus Christ. We recelve forgiveness of sins
through His sacrifice. Both the law and
Chrig’s persond ingtruction and example
tell us, for ingtance, that a Christian should
observe the Passover asareminder of the
wonderful freedom gained through His
sacrifice (1 Corinthians 11:23-28).

We ared 0 told to keep the Days of
Unleavened Bread asareminder that weare
toliveasnless (unleavened) life, forsaking
thetransgressions of former days (1 Corinth-
ians5:7-8).

Thisisnot bondage. It istrue freedom. It
isthe path to happinessand joy and the way
toeternd life. GN

Resurrection

Continued from page E13
raised up Chrigt, whom Hedid not raise
up—if infact thedead do not rise.

“For if the dead do not rise, then Christ
isnot risen. And if Chrigtisnot risen, your
faithisfutile; you aretill inyour snd Then
adsothosewho havefdlen adeep [died] in
Chrigt have perished. If inthislife only we
have hopein Chrigt, weare of dl menthe
mogt pitiable.

“But now Chrigtisrisen from the deed,
and has becomethefirgfruits of thosewho
havefdlen adegp. For sinceby man[Adam]
camedegth, by Man [Jesus] dso camethe
resurrection of the dead. For asinAdamal
die, evensoin Chrig dl shdl bemade dive.
But each onein hisown order: Chrigt the
firdfruits, afterward thosewho are Chrigt’s
a Hiscoming” (1 Corinthians 15:12-23).

So our resurrection to eternd lifeis
firmly based on aresurrected Jesus Chrid.
AsHelives (even after Hisdesth), sowe
will live. “Thus God, determining to show
more abundantly to the heirs of promisethe
immutability of Hiscounsdl, confirmed it by
an oah, thet by two immutablethings, in
whichitisimpossiblefor Godtolie, we
might have strong consolation, who have
fled for refugeto lay hold of the hope [our
resurrection] set before us. Thishopewe
have as an anchor of the soul, both sureand
steadfast, and which entersthe Presence
behind the vell, where the forerunner has
entered for us, even Jesus, having become
High Priest forever .. (Hebrews 6:17-20).

Jesus Christ wasresurrected soweand
eventudly al of mankind could someday be
resurrected to eternd life. Thisisthe Christ-
ian hope! GN

RECOMMENDED READING

Since the Bible teaches the doctrine
of theresurrection, how doesthisteech-
ing fit with the commonly held idess
about heaven and hell?What occurs
when we die? What happensto people
who never understood the truth of the
Bible or heard the name of Jesus Chrigt,
the only name by which we can be
saved (Acts4:12)?You can find
answersto these and many more ques-
tionsin What Happens After Death?
Thisbooklet isyoursfreefor the ask-
ing. Please contact the officein your
country or the country nearest you.
(Seepage2 of thisissue)
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