5
July/August 1999

- When Time and Chance
Happen to You

Youth Violence: Where Does the Blame Lie? ® Do You Have an Immortal Soul?
If Children Could Pick Their Parents ¢ After Kosovo: Power Shift Taking Place?



Rarely doesaday go by whenwedon't read or hear of asenseless
tragedy, alife cut short.

A drunk driver plowsinto acar, killing an entire family. A child drowns,
ending alifethat had scarcely begun. A lonely and troubled teenager ends her
torment by taking her own life. A madman, heeding the call of his persond
demons, guns down several people who happened to bein the wrong place
at thewrong time. In adusty, drought-stricken wasteland, ahungry mother
cradles her emaciated son asthe light dowly ebbsfrom hiseyes.

Wewonder at the meaning and the randomness of it al and think to
ourselvesthat we're glad it wasn't us.

The Good Newsis dedicated to answering the big questions of life: Why
arewe here? Where are we going? IsthereaGod, and if so why doesHe
alow suffering and tragedies? What do we face at the end of thislife?

Regardless of our hopes and dreams, onething'sfor sure: We dl facethe
certainty of death. Whether through illness, accident, random violence or old
age, wewill die.

What does this mean?|s death the end?1slife abrief moment of conscious-
nessin an eternity of nothingness?

Thelate astronomer and author Carl Sagan wondered about these questions
ashe saw hisown degath gpproaching. “1 would love to believe that when | die
| will live again, that somethinking, feeling, remembering part of mewill
continue,” hesaid. “But, much as| want to believe that, and despite the
ancient and worldwide cultural traditionsthat assert an afterlife, | know
of nothing to suggest that it ismore than wishful thinking.”

Isthiswhat we haveto look forward to?

Dr. Sagan, like thousands of scientists before and since, spent decadestrying
to discover the meaning of life and how it began, but without success. In spite
of hishrilliance, he spent hislifelooking for answersindl thewrong places.

Hedidn't heed the advice of King Solomon, who reveasto uswhere we
should begin our search for answersto the great questions. “ The fear of the
Lorp isthe beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy Oneis
understanding,” hewrote (Proverbs 9:10).

To understand what happens after desth, shouldn’t welook to thewords
of the Onewho gave uslife? Wouldn't the Cregtor of life bethe One best to
explainthe mystery of degth?

Over the millenniamankind has evolved dl kinds of ideas about the possi-
hility of life after desth. Millionsbelievein reincarnation, that they will live
again with anew human or anima body. Millions more believe we possess
immortal souls, that though our physical bodies may die our soulsliveforever.

Many believe we are destined for eternal blissin heaven or everlasting tor-
ment in hell. Some think God predestined each of usfor one of those fates,
that, regardless of our words and deeds, at death some will receive eterna
ecstasy and others eternal agony.

Such beliefs, however, raise even more questions. For example, why would
anyonewant to worship a God who would willingly and deliberately torture
someof Hischildrenin hell forever?

Many people are shocked to find their beliefs about what happens after
death aren't found in the Bible at dl but came from philosophersand pre-
Chrigtian religions. Such beliefs often paint adistorted view of God and His
purposefor us.

Where do we go from here? That's agood question, and you need to know
the answers. A good placeto start isin the pages of your Bible and thisissue
of The Good News.

—Soott Ashley
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We live in a world in which tragic accidents are.a fact of lifg “Time and
chance” affect us all, wrote King Solomon. What lessons do tmgedzes hold
for us¢ When tragedy strikes, where should our thoughts tirn?

by John Miller N et

t wasawarm, summer morning in New Bedford,
Ohio. Soft breezes gently swayed theleaves on the
mapletreein thefront yard of our home. [t was
July 17, 1986. | had the day off:work. It wes
promising to be an enjoyable one with my family.
The children were up out of bed, and Jonathan, our
1-year-old, wasbouncing on my knee.
My wife enjoyed one of those pesk moments of life
that morning: Jonathan said“Mama” for thefirst time.

The Miller family today: From left, Mary Ann, Susan, John and Daniel.

Later that samemorning Daniel and Mary Ann, our
two older children, watched as| adjusted the brakeson
our Pontiac. In spite of busy fingers, dirty facesand
countlessquestions, | completed thejob inrecord time.

Then the children stepped back so1 could test the
brakes. | got into the car, shifted to reverseand dowly
began to back up when | felt asudden, unexpected bump.

The children screamed.

The Good News

What toy had | run over? 1 wondered:

So | continued to back up, expectingto seeasmasned
little red wagon. Instead | saw, therein the driveway, the
lifelessbody of Jonathan.

| jumped out of the car, and as| ran to my youngest
0N many- questions raced through my mind. How could
this have happened? How did he get under the car with-
outmy seeing him?| thought Jonathan was il in the
house! How would I tell my wife? How could | comfort
the children when | had just killed their brother?

My wife came running asthe children looked on
stunned. We stood there, numb in shock and grief, aswe
redlized Jonathan was deed. What eould we do? Where
could wego for.help?

Seek God, | thought. But then | wondered; Will God
support me when I:havejust killed my son?

We caled paramedics and accompanied our children
intothe house: A day that hed begun so pleasantly hed
become anightmare.

. -Tragedy becomes real

Welivein aworld of tragedies. We read of them
in the newspaper and see them on television. We think
they happen to other people but not tous. | know now,
asthe police reminded me that awful day; thet these
things can happen to anyone. The grim redlity.isthat,
even asyou are reading this article, someone some-
whereis experiencing atragedy similar to ours.

How can we ded with such devestating circum-
stances? How do you pull through without your life dis-
integrating? Canyou ever again enjoy life after sucha
tragedy, or are you doomed to suffer through an endless
seriesof nightmares?

From experience | can say that, yes, you can eventu-
adly enjoy life, even after theworst of tragedies. Eventu-
aly the painsubsides. If handled properly, the memory
of thetragedy can serve asamotivation that will bring
positive changesto your life.

Perhapsthisarticle—amessage from onewho has
been there—will bring hope and encouragement to
peoplewho have experienced sSmilar trids.

Time and chance
Thefirg thing that comesto mind in the aftermath
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of atragedy isthe big question why. Why
did this happen?Why did it happen to me?
Why did it happen to my loved one?

On the heels of those thoughts and emo-
tionscometheif-onlies. If only | had done
thisor not donethat. If only | had known
my baby was under the car.

But theredlity isthat | did not know.

If I had known, the accident would not
have occurred.

King Solomon pondered these questions
when he set hisheart “to seek and search
out by wisdom concerning al that is done
under heaven” (Ecclesiastes 1:13). After
his study of the vagaries and uncertainties
of human experience, he concluded that
“time and chance happen to them al”
(Ecclesastes 9:11).

Timeand chance had paid usavisit.
Jonathan, whom | had last seen as abounc-
ing baby in the house, was lured by curios-
ity to creep underneath the car. Why didn’t
he cometo the side of the car where| was
working so | would have been aware he
was there? Why did he crawl benesth the
car where| couldn’t see him?How did
he get there in thefirst place? Why did he
happen to be positioned in the path of the
tire the moment | backed up?

God intervenes powerfully for His peo-
ple on many occasions. But, as Solomon
pointed out, time and chance affect usall.

Help from God

When time and chance happento His
people, God sometimes chooses not to

solid asarock to anchor to—and that rock
isChrist (1 Corinthians 10:4). Friends can
help, but ultimately God is the One who
sees usthrough and heals our wounds.

Jesus Christ knows that anatural human
emotionisgrief. We mourn when aloved
one dies, especialy when one dies unex-
pectedly. In the hours just before His cruci-
fixion, Jesustold His disciples Hewould
“go away”; Hewould die. “But because
| have said these thingsto you,” He said,
“sorrow hasfilled your heart. Nevertheless
| tell you thetruth. It isto your advantage
that | goaway ... (John 16:5-7).

Can you imagine how the disciples must
have felt when they heard their Leader say
this? But then He gave the key to dealing
with tragedy and overcoming long-term
menta and emotional distress: “. . . For if
| do not go away, the Helper will not come
toyou; but if | depart, | will send [it] to
you” (John 16:7).

Jesus was sending help, and that help
would guide, strengthen, comfort and
empower Hispeople et dl times, espe-
cialy when they werein trouble. This
helper is none other than the very power
of God, the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:19).

Lukewrotethat the brethren in the early
Church, after experiencing great persecu-
tion and witnessing the martyrdom of
Stephen, “ had peace and were edified. And
walking in thefear of the Lord and inthe
comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were mul-
tiplied” (Acts 9:31; seealsoActs4:1-31,;
5:17-42; 6:8-15; 7:1-60).

The first thing that usually comes to mind in the aftermath
of a tragedy is the big question why? Why did this happen?

Why did it happen to me?

intervene when He seesthat Hisinterven-
tion would not work to our ultimate good.
Nevertheless, He promisesthat “dl things
work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according
to Hispurpose” (Romans 8:28).
Furthermore, God promiseswe will not
suffer anything that is not common to man
or more than we can bear. Most important,
God aways provides away of escapeto
endure such trials (1 Corinthians 10:13).
These promises are certain, and my fam-
ily found great comfort in them. Yes, God
alowstrialsfor our ultimate good, but He
always providesaway out. Ofteninthe
aftermath of atragedy wefind ourselvesin
astate of shock. We need something as

6 The Good News

Paul wroteto Timothy to urgehim
“to gtir up the gift of God whichisinyou
through the laying on of my hands. For
God has not given usaspirit of fear, but
of power and of love and of asound mind”
(2 Timothy 1:6-7).

During atime of tragedy, morethan
anything else we need love, comfort and
astrong, sound mind filled with wisdom
to maneuver through the emotiona jungle.
Such helpisreadily available. God
promises His Spirit and alibera supply
of wisdom to those who ask Him (Luke
11:13; James 1.5).

Accepting reality
Thefirst step toward a healthy recovery

from debilitating tragedy isto accept the
reality of what happened. Thisisaneces-
sary step, even though it may seem easie,
at first, not to face t.

Redlity can be excruciating, even night-
marish, but it is necessary to deal openly
with events and discuss them, especiadly
with your immediate family and close
friends. You need not be ashamed of
your emations.

| remember recounting the eventto a
closefriend and finding great comfort in
doing so.

In our case the wholefamily was at the
scene of the accident. Two of our children
saw their beloved younger brother die. The
experience was traumatic for them, but
children have an amazing ability to come
to gripswith abnormal circumstancesif
they are smply told the truth. They accept
reality and God's promises with an inspir-
ing innocent faith that adultswould do well
to develop.

Our children immediately accepted and
were soothed by God's promise of afuture
resurrection for their little brother.

Knowing the truth about life after
death was of great comfort to us and gave
us hope. We knew our son would live
again (see“The Resurrection: The
Astounding Truth,” page 8, and “What
Doesthe Bible Say About the Immortal
Soul?" page 14). This reassuring knowl-
edge helped us accept the reality of what
had happened.

Pitfalls to avoid

In charting your way through the maze
of emations, you need to avoid certain
things. Otherwise you may cause yourself
much additiona pain.

Thefirst thing our pastor told my
family when he arrived at our home was,
“Whatever you do, don't start blaming
each other or God.” | will be forever
grateful for thiswise counsel. It helped
usavoid many pitfalls.

Itisonly natural to want to blame some-
thing or someone for what happened, but
that isauseless, unproductive waste of
time. No matter how much blame or accu-
sation isleveled against something or
someone, it will not change the redlity of
what occurred. It will only extend the emo-
tional anguish and prolong the process of
accepting what happened.

This, of course, does not mean that if
criminal activity were involved appropri-
atelegal action should not be pursued,



but leave that to the lawyers and courts.
Don't alow acourt of accusersto con-
venein your mind. It will only perpetuate
the misery.

Itisespecialy important not to accuse
or lay blameif amember of thefamily
appearsto have been the cause of the
accident. In our Situation thiswas the case.
This could have been fertile ground for
accusations, blame and hurtful arguments.

alowed meto suffer likethis?

Notice thewords of Paul in his second
|etter to the Corinthians. “ Blessed bethe
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and God of al com-
fort” (2 Corinthians 1:3). Thisisan apt
description of God, and inthe next verse
the apostle gives one reason God alows us
to suffer; He“comfortsusin dl our tribula-
tion, that we may be ableto comfort those

The grim reality was that our situation was exactly what Solo-
mon described—a product of time and chance. Sometimes, no
matter how careful you are, accidents can and will happen.

However, we redized we needed each
other’s encouragement and comfort, not
accusations. Thisredlization saved us
untold grief and greatly strengthened
our relationship.

The grim redlity was that our situation
was exactly as Solomon described—a
product of time and chance. Asthe police
officer told me that day, sometimes, no
matter how careful you are, accidents
will happen.

Dealing with emotions

At timeslike thismany strong emotions
comeforth, ranging from anger to guiilt,
from anxiety to utter despair. These are
entirely normal during bereavement. Itis
important to bring and keep them out in the
open until the healing is complete. Make
surefamily communication stays strong.
Discussthetragedy as often as necessary
to alow each family member to cometo
termswith it.

Thisisespecialy important with chil-
dren. They may belittle, but their minds
hold an amazing capacity to discern fact
from fiction. They find comfort in facts but
feel insecure and distressed when they hear
vague answers.

Emotionsareanatural reaction to
human experience. They help us develop
sengitivity and compassion for others. We
begin to understand why and how God is
sengtive to our needs.

Allowing tragedy to change you

After you have accepted the redlity of
what has occurred, it isimportant to ask
yourself some questions; How can this
help me make positive changesin my life?
What can | possibly learn from this experi-
encethat will improve my lifeand the lives
of others?What could be the reasons God

who arein any trouble, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted
by God” (2 Corinthians 1:4).

These areingghtful words indeed! God
expects usto use our experiencesto com-
fort othersin the same way He comforts
us. Inthe process of doing so wefind the
greatest comfort of al—joy. You will find
joy asyou reach out to others, comforting
and encouraging them with the sensitivity
you haveto their circumstance because of
your own experience.

Theamazing thing isthat you will find
thiswill speed your healing processlike
ointment in awound. Thisiswhy Paul
could say: “I am exceedingly joyful indl
our tribulation” (2 Corinthians 7:4).

The second great benefit that can come
from atragic experienceisan unrelenting
motivation to enter God's Kingdom. The
death of aloved one should naturdly fill
uswith asense of obligation and responsi-
bility to seek that Kingdom—if not for
our own benefit, certainly for the benefit
of the deceased.

For me, the death of our son has served
asthe single biggest motivation in my life.
It has helped me focus on what is most
important: seeking first the Kingdom of
God (Matthew 6:33). When we seek the
Kingdom of God, He promisesusan
abundant life (John 10:10). A better and
more meaningful family lifeissureto
result when you focus on the Kingdom
of God and use your experiencesto help
others by showing compassion and
encouraging them.

Looking forward

Thefina stepistolook to thefuture.
The Bibleisrepletewith promisesof a
future life for the deceased. Jesus himself
said, “Hewho believesin Me, though he

may die, heshdl live’ and “the hour is
coming inwhich dl who arein the graves
will hear Hisvoice and comeforth” (John
11:25; 5:28-29). The prophet Ezekiel saw
the resurrection of thedead inavision
from God and graphically recorded it for
usin Ezekid 37.

| remember my first thought when | saw
my son dead in the driveway: Hewill live
again. Hewill beresurrected to life.

Itisimportant to talk about the deceased
asyears go by, to keep them apart of the
family. We have had many inspiring dis-
cussionswith our children about their
brother and what thingswill belikein
the new life. They know and understand
God's promise of abetter lifeinthisworld
to come.

Zechariah prophesied atime when
“old men and old women shall again
Sitinthe streets of Jerusalem, each one
with his staff in his hand because of great
age. The streets of the city shall befull
of boysand girlsplaying inits streets’
(Zechariah 8:4-5).

Thisismost assuredly not adescription
of Jerusalem today, but it isthe sure redity
of the world tomorrow.

Timeand chance are areality weface.
They aresimply apart of life. But, with
God'sloving help, His hedling comfort,
tragic experiences can motivate usto a
more positive and abundant life, one that
isfocused on the Kingdom of God. Gn

Recommended Reading

Whét redlly happenswhen aloved
onedies?lIsthislifeal thereis? Do
some of the dead spend
an eternity in heaven?
Could andl-loving, al-
merciful God sentence
some of Hischildrento
eternal, excruciating
torturein hell?

You need to dis-
cover thevitd truth '
from the pages of your Bible. You
understand what the Bible redlly says
when you request your free copy of
What Happens After Death? It'syours
for the asking when you contact our
officein your country, or the country
nearest you, listed on page 2. You can
a0 download thisand other booklets
fromtheliteraturelibrary of our Web
Steat www.ucg.org.
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The Resurrection: The Astounding Truth

page 4) describes the circumstances under which my wife and |

lost our young son. After the accident, as | held his broken body
in my arms for the last time, a deep realization dawned on me: This
was not the end.

In a flash an amazing biblical truth became clear: My son would
live again! The words of Jesus Christ—"for the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth”
(John 5:28-29)—suddenly took on new meaning.

The concept of a resurrection to life—a biblical teaching few
understand—was no longer an intangible promise in the pages of
the Bible. The resurrection suddenly became a real event for me.
I saw it for the first time for what it is: a commitment from Jesus
Christ Himself.

Jesus Christ is committed to “the hour” when we can again meet
our little boy whom | was bidding farewell. That time will be a joyous
family reunion, one we cannot afford to miss, no matter the cost.

T he beginning of “When Time and Chance Happen to You" (see

Hope amid tragedy

We had Jonathan's funeral the next day. The funeral director gave
us a little white casket, his way of expressing sympathy in our time of
loss. In the small parlor of his establishment my family and our rela-
tives and friends paid Jonathan our respects.

The words of our pastor, spoken as | sat in the front row with my
wife and two remaining children, ring in my ears to this day: “We are
assembled here today on a very sobering occasion. The life of young
Jonathan was snuffed out ever so quickly. But God's Word shows us
that he will live again.”

Then he proceeded to expound God's message of hope through
the resurrection made possible by Jesus Christ.

As | looked at the little white casket, | wanted to weep, but |
couldn’t. That would come later. God's revelation through His Word
was too profound. Scriptures | had read many times suddenly came
alive with deep meaning. The vision of hope that had inspired me in
the driveway within moments of Jonathan’s death began to assume
new dimensions.

The promise of a resurrection to life was not just for me, not just for
my family, not just for Jonathan. | began to realize this promise was
about a family reunion on an unparalleled scale for the family of man.

Death knows no social and economic boundaries, but neither does
the resurrection by which victory is promised: “For as in Adam all die,
even so in Christ all shall be made alive,” declared the apostle Paul
(1 Corinthians 15:22).

Death seems so final. Death leaves gaping voids and numb and
bewildered survivors in its wake. My wife and our other children
know. We've been there. We laid little Jonathan to rest in a tiny grave
and went home with an indescribable void in our hearts.

But death is not final. It is simply an interval before the life to
come. The pain of death for those of us left behind is real, but so is the
promise of the resurrection that will reunite us with our loved ones.

The promise of the resurrection has powerfully affected my family
and me. It has brought much comfort and inspired abundant hope.

Confusion abounds on the subject of death. Many who are unfa-
miliar with the promises in the Bible have much needless fear of the
unknown. But God's Word provides answers—real answers—that
give hope and comfort.

The truth of the resurrection is profound, and you can discover it
yourself in the pages of your Bible.

We begin our journey in the book of Revelation, which provides
a fascinating picture of mankind’s future. This prophetic book

The Good News

provides a chronological framework of many end-time events,
including the resurrections.

The 19th chapter of Revelation sets the stage by describing the glo-
rious return of Jesus Christ to earth. The heavens open and Christ rides
out on a white horse followed by the armies of God. At this moment
the people of God from all ages, past and present, are reunited in one
dramatic event described by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians:

“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep [die], but we
shall all be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. For the trumpet shall sound, and the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51-52).

At this momentous time God's people from all ages receive eter-
nal life in the family of God! As “heirs of God" and “joint heirs" with
Jesus Christ, they are glorified with Him to become like Him in the
truest sense (Romans 8:17; 1 John 3:2). The resurrection will be a dra-
matic reunion as the patriarchs of old, together with their brethren in
Christ, attain what they awaited for so long—a “better resurrection”
(Hebrews 11:35; Daniel 12:13)

The story continues. Jesus Christ and His heavenly forces crush the
rebellious armies of earth in a colossal battle. An angel binds Satan so
he cannot influence humankind (Revelation 19:14-21; 20:1-3). Finally
the world will be at one with God as Jesus and the resurrected saints
usher in the long-awaited Kingdom of God.

The resurrected saints immediately inherit responsibilities. They
have work to do, and Christ enlists the active participation of His
brethren. The resurrected saints receive “thrones,” say the Scriptures,
along with “judgment.” They reign with Christ for 1,000 years and
then into eternity (Revelation 20:4).

A new and glorious age of peace and prosperity is a reality.
Surely this is an event no Christian would want to miss. Surely there
can be no greater victory over death than to participate in this
“better resurrection.”

What will the resurrected saints do?

The teachings of traditional Christianity often depict the blessed
saints floating on clouds in heaven, strumming on harps and basking
in the bliss of the eternal presence of God.

But the Bible paints quite a different picture of the future God has
planned for the resurrected faithful.

Jesus Christ makes “them kings and priests . . . and they shall reign
onthe earth” (Revelation 5:10). They play an important part in a plan
God designed to engage and benefit all—righteous leadership and
spiritual education for everyone.

The Bible reveals to us the responsibilities that will be given to
some after this resurrection. Jesus Christ assumes the role of King of
Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:16). King David is resurrected
as king over Israel (Jeremiah 30:9; Ezekiel 37:24), and each of the 12
apostles will rule over one of the tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).

In this resurrection all will be given rulership and responsibility,
apparently administering different locales and cities (Luke 19:11-27),
according to their ability and faithfulness.

Resurrected saints are not destined to tune harps for all eternity.
They are meant to change the world. Indeed, the Bible foretells
unparalleled prosperity as Christ and His resurrected brethren work
to build a new and wonderful world, a kingdom governed by the
laws of the living God. (For more information about this wonderful
time, please request The Gospel of the Kingdom and God's Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.)

But what about other people, those who do not attain this “bet-
ter resurrection”? Will they miss out simply because they did not



know? Will they suffer eternal damnation for failing to serve a God
they had no idea even existed?

God says unequivocally He loves the whole world (John 3:16). Can
God, who declares such love for all humanity, condemn people for
not believing in a Being they never knew?

What about those who died prematurely and tragically? What
about our son Jonathan, whose life was snuffed out in his innocence
with no chance to know Christ? What is the fate of all those who have
died at a tender age?

The answer is simple: God fulfills His purpose one step at a time. No
one s left out. No one is forgotten. The first and “better” resurrection,
far from being a case of divine preferential treatment, simply sets the
stage for the capstone of God's great plan to save the rest of mankind.

We pick up the story in Revelation, where we find that “the rest of
the dead did not live again until the thousand years were finished”
(Revelation 20:5). If the first resurrection were magnificent because of
the glorification of the saints, the second resurrection is marvelous
because of its sheer numbers. Imagine how many billions of people

Death knows no socioeconomic bound-
aries, but neither does the resurrection
by which victory is promised: “For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive,” declared the apostle Paul.

will be part of the resurrection of “the rest of the dead” when we con-
sider how many people must have lived and died over the centuries.

The apostle John describes the second resurrection: “Then | saw
a great white throne and Him who satoniit. .. And | saw the dead,
small and great, standing before God and books were opened.
And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the
dead were judged according to the things written in the books”
(Revelation 20:11-12).

This is a great deal of information for only two verses. Let's let the
Bible explain each aspect.

Small and great before God’s throne

The apostle John sees the formerly deceased, small and great,
standing alive before the throne of God. What is the nature of their
resurrection?

The prophet Ezekiel provides us with some specifics. Let’s listen in
to the dialogue between God and Ezekiel as the Creator shows the
prophet a valley full of dry bones. “And He said to me, ‘Son of man,
can these bones live?'” (Ezekiel 37:3).

Notice God engaging Ezekiel in His powerful and extraordinary
message. He admonishes Ezekiel: “Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lorp! Thus says the Lord
Gop to these bones: ‘Surely | will cause breath to enter into you, and
you shall live. | will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you,
cover you with skin and put breath in you and you shall live .. .""
(verses 4-6).

What a challenge for Ezekiel! He was to prophesy to a massive
accumulation of bones and tell them they would live again.

When Ezekiel prophesied as commanded, notice what happened:
“...There was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones came
together, bone to bone. Indeed, as | looked, the sinews and the flesh
came upon them, and the skin covered them over” (verses 7-8). Then
“breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their feet,
an exceedingly great army” (verse 10).

So here we read, in much greater detail, what is described in the
prophetic framework of the book of Revelation as part of “the
dead, small and great, standing before God" (Revelation 20:12).

God brings them up out of their graves as described in Ezekiel's
vision and restores them to physical life for a time.

Imagine what a grand reunion this will be. How many families will
reunite? How many children will arise and look for their parents?
How many grandparents and great-grandparents will see their
posterity for the first time?

How many people do you know who will be there in this grand
restoration to life? Will you be there to greet them?

The books are opened

God does not do anything capriciously. He brings people back to
life for the special purpose He describes in His dialogue with Ezekiel:
“Then you shall know that | am the Lorp” (Ezekiel 37:6, emphasis
added). God brings them back to life not to condemn them but to
give them the opportunity to genuinely know Him for the first time.

How do we get to know God? We know Him through His Word.
This truth harmonizes perfectly with the statement about “books”
being “opened” in Revelation 20:12. The Greek word for “books”
in this passage is biblia and is used to refer to the books of the Bible
(Luke 4:17, 20; John 20:30; Revelation 22:7, 9, 10, 18, 19). For the first
time these people have the opportunity to get know God and
His Word.

Billions of people have lived and died without having heard of
God and His Word. Billions who heard of God and His Word died
without really understanding it. Untold billions of children have died
in innocence before they had a chance to know God and commit
their lives to Him.

These people will live again in the flesh in the resurrection
described by Ezekiel. But they have more than physical life to look
forward to as “another book is opened, which is the Book of Life"
(same verse).

God will not resurrect these people just so they can again enjoy
physical life. He will bring them back because He wants to give them
the opportunity for eternal life through His Spirit.

God describes His intentions for those brought to life in this res-
urrection: “’l will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and | will
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that |, the Loro,
have spoken it and performed it,’ says the Loro” (Ezekiel 37:14).

The Bible paints a dramatically different, but clear, picture of
the resurrection and judgment compared with the hellfire-and-
brimstone concept held by many people. God is a merciful and lov-
ing Being who brings people out of their graves not to condemn
them but to offer them the opportunity they never had: eternal life
through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

This does not mean that God does not hold them accountable for
their words and deeds. Indeed, He will judge them “according to
their works.” But He will judge them only after they fully realize what
He would have them do.

Isn‘t it comforting and encouraging to know that God does not
show partiality, that He offers equal opportunity for salvation to all
who have ever lived?

Much more can be said about the resurrections to life, but one
thing is sure: They provide hope and comfort to people who face the
reality of their own mortality or the death of a loved one. The
promise of a resurrection provides a concrete explanation of the fate
of the deceased. More important, it promises reunification in a grand
family reunion.

For members of my family and me, the coming reunion is an event
we eagerly await. This promise of hope has profoundly affected each
of us. It has been and remains a catalyst, a flame burning deep within
us, that prods us toward the finish line when we will once again see
and hold our son Jonathan.

May this vision also comfort, inspire and motivate you.

—John Miller
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European army or NATO?

Former Italian prime minister
Romano Prodi, incoming presi-
dent of the European Com-
mission, has called for the
creation of a European
army as the next logical
step in Europe’s integra-
tion. Signor Prodi spoke
of Europe being mar-
ginalized unless it pos-
sessed its own defense
forces rather than hav-
ing to rely so heavily on
the United States military.
The British government
was shocked by Signor
Prodi’s replies to an interview
on the BBC's On the Record. John
Maples, Conservative Party spokesman
on military matters, was pointed in his rejoinder: “This is yet
another step towards a European state. The single currency,
a single fiscal policy, a common foreign policy and joint
armed force constitute a state.”

In the wake of bombing accidents in Yugoslavia, some
have suggested scrapping NATO. Wrote British journalist
Robert Fisk: “As a citizen of the new, modern Europe . .. |
don't want Europe to be ‘protected’ by the U.S. If that means
the end of the Atlantic Alliance, so be it . . . Until it is, Europe
will never—ever—take responsibility for itself or for the dic-
tators that threaten our society . . . Until NATO is dead, there
will never be a real European defence force.”

The drive for European unity appears to be relentless.
While Mr. Prodi spoke of achieving an army separate from
NATO, “Germany's [defense minister] Rudolf Scharping gave

“As a citizen of the new, modern Europe . . .

| don’t want Europe to be ‘protected’ by
the U.S. . .. Until NATO is dead, there will
never be a real European defence force.”

a December 2000 deadline for the establishment of a rapid
response infrastructure that will end dependence on the
U.S.,” reported Mr. Fisk.

Actually, NATO itself has already taken a significant step
in the direction of such an army. According to a Daily Mail
report from Washington, “NATO agreed to make a huge
chunk of its military capability available to the European
Union to use as it pleases when conflicts flare across the con-
tinent.” This decision was made during NATO’s 50th-
anniversary celebration in the United States.

The British are understandably nervous about these
developments and say they feel seriously threatened by
the steady, unabated erosion of their national sovereignty.

Overview

d Urogusy Angspoca Beam

f Condit
Leaders in the highest echelons on the Continent have
periodically spoken of a United States of Europe that even-
tually would wield enormous powers over member states.

(Sources: The Times [London]; The Daily Mail [London]; The
Independent [London].)

Universal papal authority

An Anglican and Roman Catholic joint commission has rec-
ognized the pope’s overall spiritual authority, depicting the
pope as a “gift to be received by all churches.”

The archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. George Carey, com-
mented: “In a world torn apart by violence and division,
Christians urgently need to speak with a common voice,
confident of the authority of the gospel of peace.”

After five years of intense debate, the commission pub-
lished a 50-page paper. Its conclusion, unsettling to some,
was that “only the Pope has the moral authority to unite the
various Christian denominations.” Said the Anglican bishop
of Arundel and Brighton: “The primacy of the Pope is a gift
to be shared.” (Source: Electronic Telegraph [Britain].)

Golan Heights to be offered for peace?

According to The Sunday Times, Israel’s prime minister—
elect, Ehud Barak, will push to offer Syria the Golan Heights
in return for a peace agreement in an important step ending
50 years of hostility between the Jewish state and the
Arab world.

As a part of a proposed comprehensive peace settlement,
Israel would insist on demilitarized strips of land 15 miles
wide on either side of the border, plus American and perhaps
European troops manning key points on the Golan itself. Mr.
Barak also wants an Israeli embassy in Damascus, along with
full and friendly trade relations with Syria.

Israel captured the Golan Heights from Syria during the
Six Day War of June 1967. An important question remains:
Can Israel successfully trade territory for peace? (Source: The
Sunday Times [London].)

Fears delay plans to eradicate smallpox

The smallpox virus was slated to be the first species specif-
ically targeted for extinction. Had all gone well, in June it
would have been eradicated as scheduled had the United
States and Russia destroyed their long-stored samples of the
deadly virus.

However, fearing its possible use as a biological weapon by
terrorists, the United States announced it would delay its
planned destruction of the virus based on intelligence that
the virus may have been secreted away in Irag, North Korea
and some areas of the former Soviet Union.

Over the last few decades smallpox has virtually disap-
peared, except for what were thought to be scattered sam-
ples kept for research. Scientists and physicians had hoped
all traces of the disease could be eradicated and looked for-
ward to the extinction of one of mankind’s most deadly
killers. But no one could guarantee that, had the United
States and Russia destroyed their samples, it wouldn't
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reappear in the hands of terrorists or a rogue state.

Smallpox is believed to have taken more lives over the
ages than any other infectious disease. Some scientists esti-
mate that in this century alone smallpox claimed up to a half-
billion lives, more than all other epidemics and wars put
together. Historical accounts indicate the disease has been
around as long as 3,000 years.

Should the virus be used in war or a terrorist action, the

Smallpox is believed to have taken more
lives over the ages than any other infec-
tious disease. Some scientists estimate
that in this century alone smallpox
claimed up to a half-billion lives.

number of deaths could be staggering. Since most countries
phased out vaccinations as the disease was driven into sub-
mission, billions of people have no resistance to the disease.

Some liken our situation to that of the American Indians
who, having no natural resistance to the disease, were dec-
imated when colonists and settlers inadvertently brought
the virus with them as they came into contact with the
American natives. In that sense, “we're all Indians,” noted
Elizabeth Fenn, a smallpox historian at George Washington
University. “We're approaching 100 percent susceptibility”
to the disease, she said.

Scientists have called for programs to develop a new vac-
cine to protect up to 100 million people vulnerable in the
United States.

Jesus Christ predicted that “pestilence”—disease
epidemics—would be a characteristic of the time of
unprecedented worldwide turmoil leading up to His return
(Source: The New York Times, Matthew 24:7, 21-22.)

Heart disease still kills

A tragic byproduct of overweight among Westerners is
greater vulnerability to heart disease. The American Heart
Association (as reported in The American, based in Britain)
says heart disease is expected to cost Americans billions of
dollars in 1999 as people put on weight. “Heart attacks,
strokes, high blood pressure and other cardiovascular dis-
eases will cost the nation $274.2 billion, up 6 per cent from
$259.1 billion in 1997 . ..

“Heart disease is the nation’s number one cause of death

.. Overweight or obese people are more likely to develop
heart attacks and strokes even if they have no other risk fac-
tors ... In 1995, the most recent year for which figures are
available, 960,592 people died of cardiovascular diseases in
the United States, an increase of nearly 11,000 from 1994.”

Heart disease plagues Britain as well. According to Jenny
Hope, medical correspondent for The Daily Mail, heart dis-
ease remains Britain’s biggest killer, accounting for half of all
deaths and costing 10 billion pounds a year. “Half of those
deaths could be prevented by a healthier Iifestyle—such as

the

cutting out smoking, eating more fruits and vegetables and
less fat, and taking more exercise.” (Sources: The American;
The Daily Mail [London].)

Scourge of war in the Sudan

Nearly two million civilians have died in the southern
Sudan during a 15-year war that has developed into the
deadliest conflict since World War II. Said Robin Winter, direc-
tor of the U.S. Committee for Refugees: “This is greater than
the combined toll of civilian deaths in Bosnia, Kosovo,
Rwanda and a number of other places . . . But the interna-
tional community seems not to be interested.”

The state of apathy exists partially because the Sudan gov-
ernment has had some success sealing off the country from
the prying eyes of journalists and aid agencies. (Source: The
Los Angeles Times.)

Forests in jeopardy

A worldwide survey has revealed that “the world’s forests
are being stripped of their rarest trees.” One in 12 species is
in danger of extinction, and more than 7,000 individual tree
varieties are at risk.

This is a man-made crisis brought about by environmental
pollution and abuse. The threat is worldwide, ranging from
Mexico and Brazil across the Atlantic to Nigeria and the
Cameroon, up to Britain and then across to China.

The world is witnessing threats to fauna and flora. God
gave man this beautiful earth and told him to “tend and
keep it.” How pleased is He with our stewardship of this
majestic planet? (Source: The Sunday Times [London];
Genesis 2:15.)

AIDS increasing among U.S. seniors

Residents of retirement resorts are reporting a marked
increase in AIDS. Infections are especially high in Florida,
where thousands of older Americans have flocked in search
of the good life. In Palm Beach 15 percent of new cases are
among people over 50. A 63-year-old woman became HIV-
positive after her recent divorce.

Age doesn’t always equate to wisdom. Some mistakes

Some mistakes reap much more serious
consequences than others. The Ten Com-
mandments are for everyone, including
senior citizens.

reap much more serious consequences than others.The Ten
Commandments are for everyone, including senior citizens.
No age-group is exempt from God's laws. They constitute
an invaluable code of conduct designed for the benefit and
protection of humankind. To learn more, please write for
our free booklet The Ten Commandments. (Source: The
Times [London].)

—John Ross Schroeder and Scot‘tAshIey
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After Kosovo:
Power Shift Taking Place?

Is America surrendering its leadership of the Western world?

"On issue after issue,
the United States has
found itself increas-
ingly alone . .. These
issues include UN
dues, sanctions
against Cuba, Iran,
Iraq and Libya; the
land mines treaty;
global warming; an
international war
crimes tribunal . ..
Much of the interna-
tional community is
on one side and

the United States

is on the other.”

— Samuel P. Huntington,
director of the John M. Olin
Institute for Strategic Studies
(Foreign Affairs,
March-April, p. 41)

12 The Good News

by Melvin Rhodes

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization formed
in 1949 asa bulwark against Soviet communism,
which alied Europewith Americasinterests. A
war-weakened Germany wasintegrated into the
aliance, making it subordinate and dependent on
U.S. military protection. Asthe 19 nations of NATO
celebrate avictory of sortsin the Balkan conflict
and its 50th anniversary as one of the most enduring
dliancesin history, America'sleadership of the
Western world isincreasingly questioned.

Recognizing that the interests of Europe and the
United States don't always overlap, the leaders of
15 European nations decided in Juneto create a
joint European Union (EU) army, making the EU
amilitary power for thefirgt time sinceitsformation
42 years ago.

The European Union, long an economic giant,
plansto add military muscle to its economic
strength. By late 2000 the union plansto havein
place a60,000-strong Eurocorps—an army almost
twiceaslargeasthetotal U.S. military forces
deployed in the Kosovo conflict—to project military
power and protect European interests. The intended
move marksamagjor step in the development of a
new, more assertive Europe.

“The union must have the capacity for auto-
nomous action, backed by credible military forces,
the meansto decide to use them, and areadinessto
do 0, in order to respond to international crises
without prejudiceto actionsby NATO,” declared
acommuniqué from the European leaders.

The magazine Foreign Affairs summarized shift-
ing world power and opinion over recent years.
“Evenold alies stubbornly resist American
demands, while many other nationsview U.S. pol-
icy and idedl s as openly hostileto their own. Wash-
ingtonishblind to thefact that it no longer enjoys
the dominanceit had a the end of the Cold War”
(March-April, p. II).

German initiative

Chancellor Gerhard Schroder of Germany, in
officelessthan ayear, recently stepped forward to
help fill avacuum left by American vecillationin

dedling with Serbia. He apologized to the Chinese
government and peoplefor NATO's (actudly,
America's) accidental bombing of the Chinese
embassy in Belgrade, defusing apotentidly danger-
ous escal ating tension between two mgjor powers.

The German leader and hisforeign minister,
Joschka Fischer, were also at the forefront of
negotiations with Russian envoy Victor Cher-
nomyrdin, who was busy visiting the major capi-
tals of the nationsinvolved in the conflict, trying
to end hostilities.

Chancellor Schréder ruled out any possibility
of using ground troops against Serbiaby making
it absolutely clear Germany would not support such
action, weakening NATO unity on this particular
issue. For Germany to have done so might have
brought thefall of the fledgling coalition govern-
ment, made up of Mr. Schréder’s Socid Democrats
and theleftist environmental Green Party, which
opposesal wars. Memories of Germany’slast
military intervention in the area during the Nazi
eralinger.

Largely overlooked isthat the conflict in
Yugodaviaisrooted at least in part in Germany’s
unilateral decision eight years ago to recognize the
independence of Croatiawhen that former Yugo-
davian republic broke away from theYugodav
federation.

Thismovetook Germany’sallies by surprise.
Inashort time other nations, following Germany’s
|ead, backed Croatiaand sent the clear signd that
the federation of Yugodaviawas subject to further
division. Inevitably, ancient ethnic rivalries cameto
thefore, and the federation that was established only
after World War | was progressively dismembered.

Germany’s support for Croatia followed almost
immediately from the country’s renewed confidence
after thefal of the Berlin Wall and the subsequent
reunification of East and West Germany. Germany’s
World Wer 11 tieswith Croatiawere thought to be
behind the German government’s far-reaching
decision. The consequences have been horrendous
for the peoplesin the Balkans and have sucked
Germany’saliesinto aquagmire.




Diplomatic and military troubles

Over the course of the short war, Ameri-
can leaders appeared to make serious diplo-
matic migudgments and military mistakes
even with the most sophisticated weaponry
andintelligence available.

Meanwhile, Russian and Chinese
involvement in the Kosovo conflict has
raised the profile of these two nationsand
their leaders at the expense of the United
States. Americahasinadvertently opened
the door for aRussian presenceinthe
region. The Clinton administration seems
desperate to gppease Chinato make up for
its embassy-bombing mistake.

Thegreatest change asaresult of the
Kosovo conflictislikely to beinAmerica's
relationship with Europe. Although most
Western Europeans supported action againgt
the Serbsto save the Kosovar Albanians,
support waned as perceptions grew that
the U.S.-led bombing campaign was only
worsening the plight of the refugees.

The conflict has further weakened Amer-
ica'smilitary preparedness, aready ragged
from thelong stdlematein Iraq and deploy-
mentsto other hot spots around the globe.
Difficulties such asthe crash of an F117
stedth fighter—the most advanced weapon
inthe United StatesAir Force arsend—and
several embarrassing bombing mishaps
blamed on faulty or outdated military intel-
ligence haveled to much soul-searching
among U.S. military plannersand leaders.

The Pentagon has expressed concern
about diminishing suppliesof cruisesmis-
slesand other munitions and admitted that,
sncecruise-missile production lines have
long since shut down, replacement orders
cannot befilled for at least another year.

Additional burdensonthe U.S. military
around the world, coupled with defense
cuts a home, lower-than-expected enlist-
mentsand trained personnel leaving the
armed forces, point to areductionin
Americdsmilitary rolein the years ahead.

Many observers openly doubt the U.S.
armed forces' longstanding commitment to
be ableto wage“limited wars” simultane-
oudy on two fronts. Thisobvioudy creates
adangerous stuation for U.S. troops
should another conflict break out in such
troubled areas asKorea, Irag and Taiwan.

Empires aren‘t forever
It'sdifficult for people brought up since

World Wer 11 to imagine aworld not domi-
nated by the United States. But history
shows power can shift dramatically and
suddenly, often asaresult of war.

In 1937 it could be said the only super-
power intheworld was Grest Britain. The
empire spanned aquarter of the globe, and
its strategic military bases gaveit promi-
nence seemingly everywhere. Within 10
years Britain was reduced to the No. 3 spot
intheworld pecking order asthe United
States and the Soviet Union entered a
40-year period of domination.

Those pivotal 10 yearsincluded World
War |1. Britain emerged victorious, but it
was S0 weakened it could no longer sustain
itsempire and military respongihilities.
The result wasthe gradual dismantling
of itsempire beginning with the Indian
subcontinent in 1947.

What happened to Britain wasin many
ways an echo of what had happened to
France. A century and ahalf earlier it had
been the Napol eonic Wars between Britain
and Francethat reduced French military
power and elevated Great Britain.

Beginning with the Korean War, the last
50 years haswitnessed astring of conflicts
that have diminished American military
power and prestige. Asthese prolonged
hodtilities continue to weaken and at times
embarrassAmericaon agloba scae, other
nations are beginning to recognize they will
haveto pick up the defense burden for the
sake of their own safety and security.

Prophesied power shift

When welook at Bible prophecy, we
see descriptions of several dominant world
powers at thetimeimmediately before
God'sdramatic intervention in human
affairs. But no power recognizable asthe
United Statesisamong them. The books
of Daniel and Revelation both show usthat
the dominant power at thetimewill be an
aliance of 10 rulerswho will suddenly
ariseand ultimately turn on Jesus Christ
at Hisreturn.

Revelation 17:12-14 talks of “ten kings
who havereceived nokingdomasyet . . .
They receive authority for one hour [ashort
time] askingswith thebeast . . . These will
makewar with the Lamb [the returning
Jesus Chrid] .. "

Thisfina union of 10 kings—or heads
of state such as prime ministers, chancel-
lors, presidentsand premiers, aswewould

call them today—appearsto bethelast of a
seriesof attempts over the centuriesto unite
Europe, in effect resurrecting the Roman
Empire. It isacontinuation of the“fourth
beast” of Danid’svisionin Danie 7, which
began more than 2,000 years ago. Daniel
7:7-27 showsthe formation and rise of this
codlition of rulerswill lead directly into the
time of Christ’sreturn.

For these propheciesto cometo pass, the
geopalitica balance of power must dramat-
ically shift. America's unchalenged preem-
inencewill apparently cometo an end, with
arevived, unified Europe eventudly replac-
ing it asthe dominant power. Undoubtedly
Britainwill find itself in adifficult dilemma
asto whether to Sdewith Continental
Europe or her traditiona Atlantic aly, the
United States.

Recognition of European military weak-
nessin the face of challenges such asthat
from Serbian president Sobodan Milose
vic, coupled with America svecillation
over Kosovo and itsown military problems,
no doubt contributed to the announced
intention of forming a European defense
force outside American control. Although
itinnoway rivalsAmericaasamilitary
power, things could change, especialy con-
Sdering that the total armed forces of the
European countries aready exceed the
military manpower of the United States.

Thisisone scenario by which we may
seethe prophesied rise of acoalition of
leaderswhojoin forcesto creste the
world's next superpower.

Continue reading The Good News,
and our other publications, to gain abetter
understanding of Bible prophecy and its
implications. Gn

RecoMMENDED READING

Can you know wherethisworldis
going? What's behind the trends that
threaten to overwhelm us?Istherea
road map that can show uswhere
we'regoing? To help you better see
where world events are headed, be
sureto request your free copy of The
Gospel of the Kingdom. Please contact
our officein your country (or the coun-
try nearest you) listed on page 2 for
your free copy. Thisbooklet isalso
availablethrough our literature library
on our \Web Site: www.ucg.org.
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What Does the Bible Say About the
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Immortal Soul?

Many people think the Bible says we have an immortal soul destined,
at death, for heaven, hell or purgatory. Does the Bible teach this,

or does it show that something else happens when we die?

by Gary Petty

hat happensto us after we die? Where are
our loved oneswho have passed on? Will
we ever seethem again?

Everyone needsto know that life has pur-
pose, that death isn't the permanent end of our exis-
tence. The most common Chrigtian belief regarding the
afterlifeisthat people possessimmortal soulsand a
degth their consciousnessin the form of that soul
departs from the body and goesto heaven or hell.

Mog religionsteach some form of life after desth.
The ancient Egyptians, for example, practiced elabo-
rate ceremoniesto prepare the pharachsfor their next
life. They constructed massive pyramids and other
elaborate tombsfilled with luxuries the deceased were
assumed to need in the heresfter.

In somecivilizationswhen aruler died otherswho
had accompanied and served himin hislifewere put to
death so they could immediately serve him in the after-
life. Wives and other relatives, servants, sometimes
even household petsjoined himin desth and asup-
posed entranceinto anew life on the other side.

The most common Christian belief is that people
possess immortal souls and at death their
consciousness departs and goes to heaven or hell.

Belief in theimmortality of the soul was animpor-
tant aspect of ancient thought espoused by the Greek
philosophers Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. Plato, in
Phaedo, presents Socrates explanation of death: “Isit
not the separation of soul and body?And to bedead is
the completion of this, when the soul existsin hersdlf,
and isreleased from the body and body isreleased
from the soul, what isthis but death?’ (Five Great
Dialogues, Classics Club edition, 1969, p. 93).

Socrates explained that theimmortal soul, once freed
from the bodl, isrewarded according to good deeds or
punished for evil. Socrateslived ca. 470-399B.C., 0
hisview of the soul predated Christianity.

Plato (ca 428-348 B.C.) saw man'sexistence as
divided into the material and spiritual, or “Ided,’
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realms. “ Plato reasoned that the soul, being eternd,
must have had a pre-existencein the ided world
whereit learned about the eternal Ideals’ (William

S. Sahakian, History of Philosophy, 1968, p. 56). In
Plato’s reasoning, man is meant to attain goodness and
return to the Ideal through the experiences of thetrans-
migration of the soul. Thus secular philosophies sanc-
tion theidea of theimmortal soul, even though the
Bibledoes not. Believeit or not, God'sWord teaches
something entirely different.

History of a controversial teaching

Thedoctrine of theimmortal soul caused much
controversy in the early Catholic Church.

Origen (ca. 185-254) wasthefirst person to attempt
to organize Christian doctrine into asystemetic theol -
ogy. Hewas an admirer of Plato and believed inthe
immortaity of the soul and that it would depart to an
everlasting reward or everlasting punishment at death.

In Origen de Principiishewrote: “. . . The soul, hav-
ing asubstance and life of its own, shall after its depar-
ture from theworld, be rewarded according to its
deserts, being destined to obtain either an inheritance
of eterndl life and blessedness, if itsactions shall have
procured thisfor it, or to be delivered up to eternd fire
and punishments, if the guilt of its crimes shall have
brought it downtothis. . " (Ante-Nicene Fathers,

Voal. 4, 1995, p. 240).

Origen taught that human souls existed before
the body but are imprisoned in the physical world
asaform of punishment. Physicdl life, he reasoned,
isapurification processto return humansto a
spiritual state.

Later Augustine (354-430) tackled the problem of
theimmortality of the soul and death. For Augustine
death meant the destruction of the body, but the con-
scious soul would continueto livein either ablissful
state with God or an agonizing state of separation
from God.

In The City of God hewrotethat the soul “isthere-
fore called immorta, becausein asense, it does not
ceaseto liveand to fedl; while the body is called mortal



becauseit can beforsaken of al life, and
cannot by itsdlf liveat dl. The death,
then, of the soul, takes place when God
forsakesit, asthe death of the body when
the soul forsakesit” (Ante-Nicene
Fathers, Vol. 2, 1995, p. 245.)

Theinfluences of pagan Platonic phi-
losophy on Origen and Augustine are
profound. Richard Tarnas, in hisbest-
sdller The Passion of the Western Mind,
pointstothisinfluence: “. . . It was
Augusting' sformulation of Chrigtian
Platonism that wasto permesate virtualy
al of medieva Chrigtian thought in the
West. So enthusiagtic wasthe Chrigtian
integration of the Greek spirit that Socra-
tesand Plato were frequently regarded as
divinely inspired pre-Christian saints.. . .”
(1991, p. 103).

Centurieslater ThomasAquinas (ca.
1225-1274) crystdlized the doctrine of
theimmortal soul in his Summa Theolo-
giae. Hetaught that the soul isacon-
sciousintellect and will and cannot
be destroyed.

A few centuries later the leaders of
the Protestant Reformation generaly
accepted these traditional views, so they
became entrenched in traditional Protes-
tant teaching.

Theimmortality of the soul isfounda-
tiond in Western thought, both philosophi-
cal and religious. Belief in going to heaven
or hell dependsonit. But doesthe Bible
teach that desth isthe separation of body
and soul or that the soul isimmorta?

Hebrew understanding of the soul

TheHebrew word trandated “soul” in
the Old Testament is nephesh, whichsm-
ply means“abresthing creature” Vings
Complete Expository Dictionary of Old
and New Testament \ords defines
nephesh as“the essence of life, the act of
bregthing, taking bregth . . . The problem
with the English term ‘soul” isthat no
actud equivaent of theterm or theidea
behind it isrepresented in the Hebrew
language. The Hebrew system of thought
does not include the combination or
opposition of the *body’ and * soul” which
areredly Greekand Latininorigin”
(1985, p. 237-238, emphasis added).

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible
makesthis comment on nephesh: “The
word ‘soul” in English, thoughiit hasto
some extent naturaized the Hebrew
idiom, frequently carrieswith it overtones,
ultimately coming from philosophical

The Quest for Immortality

n recent years major museums have played host to a special exhibition that spotlights
I pre-Christian Chinese civilization. The most spectacular facet of the exhibit features

the concept of the afterlife and to what extent the ancient Chinese tried to ensure
their immortality. In an attempt to thwart death, the Chinese, like the Egyptians before
them, employed meticulous methods in their quest for everlasting life.

Said The Times (London), which sponsored the exhibition at the British Museum: “If
the Chinese had not believed so passionately in the spirit world and the afterlife, they
would never have ensured that their tombs carried such resplendent cargoes. The
wealth of refined bronzes, jades and ceramics installed there testifies to the importance
of their faith in life after death” (Sept. 10, 1996).

As did the ancients, some moderns go to great lengths to hold onto life. Yet no one
can for long forestall the divine decree recorded in the creation epic: “For dust you are,
and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).

On the other hand, the Creator of the human race decreed a way to attain everlast-
ing life, a fail-safe formula for gaining eternal existence backed up by the highest
source of authority in the world, His own Word. A beauty of it is that this opportunity
is available as a gift to all, not just a select few.

God's Word records that the patriarch Job posed a poignant question about life and
death: “If a man dies, shall he live again?” Job's answer was unequivocal. “All the days
of my hard service will | wait, till my change come” (Job 14:14).

This patriarch’s firm belief was based on God’s promise of a miraculous change,
a time of transformation to immortal spirit—not just a perpetuation of his physical life.

The Hebrew prophet Daniel provides us another brief glimpse into the next world,
through an archangel’s words: “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake . .. Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and
those who turn many to righteousness [will shine] like the stars forever and ever”
(Daniel 12:2-3).

The apostle Paul explains this remarkable change, telling us that “this corruptible
[body] must put on incorruption, and this mortal [body] must put on immortality”
(1 Corinthians 15:54).

He makes this point clear when he says: “So also is the resurrection of the dead. The
body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised
in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural bodly, it is raised
a spiritual body” (verses 42-44).

Yet death of the physical body is inevitable. The Bible writers describe it as a tempo-
rary sleep, a state of complete unconsciousness (Ecclesiastes 9:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:13).
King David was one of those writers. “For in death there is no remembrance of You,"
he said in a prayer to God; “in the grave who shall give You thanks?” (Psalm 6:5).

Paul elaborates: “But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first-
fruits of those that are fallen asleep [have died]. For since by man came death, by Man
[Christ] came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all
shall be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:20-22).

To come back to life, one must first die. The only way anyone can inherit eternal life
is through a resurrection.

Who is a candidate for eternal life? What must one do to live forever?

Anyone who accepts Jesus Christ's offer of the gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23) must
live by the code of conduct expounded by Christ Himself when He told the rich, young
ruler to keep the Ten Commandments (Matthew 19:17-19). The Commandments serve
as the foundation of God's law. They tell us how to express love to our fellow human
beings and how to love God.

Just acknowledging the name of Christ will not do. “But why do you call me ‘Lord,
Lord," and do not the things which | say?" asked Jesus Himself (Luke 6:46). Furthermore,
“not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord," shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).

Ancient Egyptians and Chinese clothed and treated the physical body to preserve it
and in a futile attempt to achieve eternal life. Our quest for immortality can be fulfilled
only if we walk as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6; 1 Peter 2:21), just as Abraham did when the
patriarch expressed his humble attitude: “I. .. am but dust and ashes” (Genesis 18:27).

God alone provides us with the way to eternal life. We can discover much more
about that way in His Word, the Bible.

—Gerhard Marx
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Greek (Platonism) and from Orphism and
Gnogticismwhich areabsent in ‘ nephesh.’ In
the OT it never meanstheimmortal soul, but
itisessentidly thelife principle, or theliving
being, or the sAf asthe subject of appetite,
and emation, occasiondly of valition” (Vol.
4,1962, “Soul,” emphasis added).

That nephesh does't refer to animmor-
tal soul can be seenintheway thewordis
used in the Old Testament. It istrandated
“soul” or “being” inreferenceto manin
Genesis2:7, but dso to animals by being

grave. Peter quotesthisversein Acts 2:27,
using the Greek psuche for the Hebrew
nephesh (notice verses 25-31).

Like nephesh, psuche refersto human
“souls’ (Acts2:41) and for animals(itis
trandated “life” in the King JamesVersion
of Revelaion 8:9 and 16:3). Jesus declared
that God can destroy man’s psuche, or
“soul” (Matthew 10:28).

If the Old Testament describes degth as
an unconscious state, how doesthe New
Testament describeit?

The immortality of the soul is foundational in Western
thought. Belief in going to heaven or hell depends on it.
But does the Bible teach that death is the separation

of body and soul, or that the soul is immortal?

trandated “cresture’ in Genesis 1:24.
Nephesh istrandated “body” in Leviticus
21:11in reference to ahuman corpse.

The Hebrew Scriptures state plainly that,
rather than possessimmortality, the soul
can and doesdie. “ The soul [nephesh] who
sinsshal die’ (Ezekid 18:4, 20).

The Old Testament describesthe dead as
going to sheal, trandated into English as
“hell,” “pit” or “grave” Ecclesastes 9:5-6
describes sheol asaplace of unconscious-
ness. “For theliving know that they will die;
but the dead know nothing, and they have
no morereward, for the memory of themis
forgotten. Also their love, their hatred, and
their envy have now perished. . ”

King David lamentsthat death extin-
guishesareationship with God. “For in
death thereisno remembrance of You; in
the grave [sheol] who will giveYou
thanks?’ (Psdm 6:5).

Theimmortal-soul concept isn't part of
the Old Testament, but it began to make
inroads into Jewish thought as Jews came
in contact with Greek culture. Inthefirst
century the Jewish philosopher Philo taught
aPlatonic concept: “. . . Thedeath of aman
isthe separation of hissoul from hisbody
.. (TheWbrks of Philo, trandated by C.D.
Yonge, 1993, p. 37). Philo followed the
Hellenistic view that the soul isfreed upon
death to an everlagting life of virtue or evil.

The apostles’ view

Inthe New Testament the Greek word
trandated “soul” is psuche, whichisaso
trandated “life”

In Psalm 16:10 David uses nephesh
(“soul™) to claim that the“Holy One,” or
Messiah, wouldn't beleft in sheal, the
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No one wrote more about this subject
than the gpostle Paul. He describes death
as“deep” (1 Corinthians 15:51-58;

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

Many people are surprised to find that the
termimmortal soul appearsnowhereinthe
Bible. However, though the Scripturesdo
not spesk of the soul asbeing immortd, they
have much to say about immortality. For
example: “You know that no murderer has
eternd lifeabidingin him” (1 John 3:15).

Paul told the members of the congrega
tionin Rometo “seek” immortality
(Romans 2:5-7). Hetaught Chrigtians at
Corinth that they must be changed and “put
on” immortality (1 Corinthians 15:51-55).
Paul proclaimed that only God and His Son
possessimmortality (1 Timothy 6:12-16)
and that eternd lifeisa“gift” from God
(Romans 6:23).

The most powerful words comefrom
JesusHimsdlf: “And thisisthewill of Him
who sent Me, that everyonewho seesthe
Son and believesin Him may have everlast-
inglife; and | will raisehim up at thelast
day” (John 6:40).

True origin of immortal-soul teaching

We'veseeninthishbrief look at the
supposedly immortal soul that the Bible
teaches no such concept. Theideafiltered
into Western thought through Greek philos-
ophy. Itsoriginsare older than Athens, in
fact asold asman.

The concept of theimmortal soul was
introduced into man'sthinking at the
earliest beginnings of human history.

God told the first human beings, Adam
and Eve, that if they sinned they would die
and return to the dust from which He had

created them (Genesis 2:17; 3:19). Satan,
the embodiment of evil, the powerful
entity who opposes God, assured them
they wouldn't die (verses 1-5).

Satan dyly injected into Eve's conscious-
ness the notion that God was lying and that
she and her hushand would not die, thus
ingraining the unscriptura teaching of the
immortality of the soul into human thought.
Satan has since deceived theworld on this
important understanding aswell as many
other biblical truths (Revelation 12:9).
Much of theworld, including millions of
peoplein religions outside of traditiona
Chrigtianity, are convinced they have—or
are—immortal soulsand hopethey will go
to ahappy place or state of being
immediately after they die.

The biblical answer to death

Yet the Bible plainly teachesthat the
dead liein the grave and know nothing,
think no thoughts, have no emotions, pos-
SESS N0 consciousness. Doesthismean
degth, the cessation of life, isfinal, theend
of everything?

The Bible answersthis question too.
Although mankind is physical, subject
to death, the good newsisthat God
promisesaresurrection to eternd lifeto
everyone who repents, worships God and
accepts Jesus asthe Messiah and His sacri-
fice. Thefirgt resurrection toimmortality
will take place when Chrigt returnsto estab-
lish God's Kingdom on this earth.

Later will come another resurrection—to
physica life—for peoplewho had never had
arelationship with the Father and Jesus
Chrigt. They, too, will gain the opportunity
forimmortality. Thetruefind answer isnot
desth but resurrection. G

Recommended Reading

Tolearn more about thisvital
subject, be sureto request your free
copies of the booklets
God'sHoly Day Plan: '
The Promise of Hopefor L
All Mankind, What Hap- [ watln
pensAfter Death?and
What Is Your Destiny?
All arefreefor the ask-
ing. Just contact usa
our office nearest you
nearest you listed on page 2. You'll
asofind these booklets on our Web
Stea www.ucg.org.
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n the 1960sBill Robertsforever
abandoned youthful innocencefor
thekilling fields of Vietnam. Not
long ago something happened to Bill
that brought back the terror he felt

yearsago in guerrillawarfare.

His recent brush with death was not

inawar in Southeast Asia. It happened

in Portland, Oregon, a prosperous city

of amillion and ahaf people. The enemy

1 wasn't Vietnamese guerrillas but gun-

could bekilled aseasily asthefictiona
characters on avideo-game screen.

Explosive violence

After a15-year-old boy confessed to
the May 1998 shooting of 22 students and
his parentsin Springfield, Oregon, com-
mentators pointed out that explosive vio-
lence had crept from the poor, inner-city
communities of the 1980s and early '90s
onto the manicured lawns of suburbia.

Youth Violence

Who's to Blame?

What's behind the
growing epidemic of
youth violence? What
does this disturbing
trend tell us about
the state of our
families, culture

and society?

by Howard Davis

toting gang membersin aschool yard.

Mr. Roberts serves asprincipa of a
school attended by my children. Heis il
asoldier, but hisfight iswith the explosion
of youth violence that began 20 years ago
inAmerica

With the American prison population
up to 1.8 million from 750,000 in only
10 years, violence among young people
affects every stratum of American life.

Easy solutions are hard to come by
because the problem with youth violenceis
not atrend fueled primarily by desperation
and poverty. It isdriven by powerful forces
and influencesthat lead some childrento
treat other human beings asif they are of no
more val ue than the electronic video-game
figuresthey mindiesdy kill off by the hour
for amusement.

With the lines between fantasy and redl-
ity confused and blurred, some American
youths have received the unmistakable
messagethat itisentertaining tokill. The
two teenaged gunmen who killed and
maimed 35 students and teachers at Col-
orado’s Columbine High School inApril
laughed asthey roamed the classrooms and
hallways and gunned down their victims.

Does our culture teach.children that
killing peopleis not abig deal? Violent
movies, video and computer games, and
many television shows certainly send that
message.

Strangely, many violent teenagersare
possessed of asense of invincibility. Not
only do they show no fear of God, they
havelittle fear or understanding that they

Not only is homicide one of the great-
est risksto our youngsters, saysthe U.S:
Centersfor Disease Control inAtlanta, it
has progressively permeated the national
landscape. The epidemic of gun violence
began to peak among youth inthelate
1980s, ravaging a predominantly poor
minority generation of inner-city resi-
dents, according to James Garbarino,
director of the Family Life Development
Center at Cornell University.

National Council on Crime and Delin-
quency president Barry Krisberg notesa
differencein today's profile of youth vio-
lence. Recent mass-murder attemptsand
episodes* had nothing to do with drugsor
guns,” he said. “ Some were from affluent
communities and intact families.”

Inthelast six years 11 of 12 mass
shootings with multiple victimstook place
in cities with populations under 80,000.
The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention report nine of these were
municipalitieswith a population smaller
than 52,000.

Initid studiesindicate ashiftin violent
youth behavior out of the low socioeco-
nomic stereotype. Harvard School of Pub-
lic Hedlth professor Deborah Prothrow-
Stith characterizesthe movement of youth
violence from poor urban communitiesto
the rest of the population and regionsasan
effect smilar to any other epidemic. “It's
the second wave” shesaid. “ First [it
dtrikes] the most vulnerable community,
andthenit spreads”

Copycat acts have dso proliferated. In

July/August 1999 17



one study 25 percent of young violent felons
sad they got the specific ideafor their vio-
lent activity directly fromtelevision. I can
dothat” istheremark attributed tothe 15-
year-old Oregon shooter in aconversation
two months earlier to his school-bus driver
when he heard about the school massacre
by two youthsin Paducah, Kentucky.

School was just letting out when the gang members

commitment that requirestime, attention
and resources. Intheir absence, children
grow upinaveritablejungle.

It doesn't haveto be so.

Consistent, loving guidance of children
works. Demonstrating concern works.
These parental commitments help stop
violence by preventing it. They require

Nationa Council on Crimeand Delin-
quency president Krisberg calsa“ nihilistic
culture that does not promote community
and socid vaues”

Not only areright valuesignored, but
wrong vaues are often celebrated. “ Go to
themoviesand listento themusic,” says
Mr. Krisberg. “It'sviolent, it has misogy-
nist content. There's gross materialism and
no ennobling values celebrated.”

A new battleground

arrived with revolvers under their coats and dozens of

umbrellas tipped with blades. They were ready for the boy.

Murders committed by teensages 14 to
17 tripled between 1976 and 1993, then
dropped somewhat, according to University
of Oregon sociology-department chairman
Robert O' Brien. However, observers point
out that upward trendsin youth violence
may be masked somewhat by imprison-
ment, aggressive policing and adynamic
nationa economy.

asattention.

A childhood jungle

Youthviolenceis, at its core, an out-
growth of an American crisis of values: Suc-
cessful child-raising requires vauesflowing
fromafirm commitment to children—a

toolate.

achild-centered approach that touchesthe
spirit of the child rather than amanipulation
of materia circumstances masquerading

A central message of Jesus Christ
regarding childrenisthat they areto be
loved because “of suchisthe Kingdom
of God.” He showed that true love works.
The explosion of youth violenceisaclear
warning that timeis running out to-begin
practicing Christ’s approach beforeit's

Most youthful violence emanates from
environmentsin which brutal adult behav-
ior is modeled and acted out in what

Thewar of youth violenceiswaged in
many communities. On Mr. Roberts' Port-
land school ground, abattle amost erupted
because a 12-year-old student had grabbed
abasketbal avay from agang member.

A few dayslater school wasjust letting
out when the gang members arrived with
revolvers under their coats and dozens of
umbrellastipped with blades. They were
ready for the boy.

What surprised Mr. Robertsand led him
toindinctively sense he might witnessa
murder was the bizarre willingness of the
12-year-old with no violent history to take
on the gang single-handedly.

Asthe boy raced out the front door
toward the gang, Mr. Roberts grabbed him,
handing him over to two assistantswho
restrained him in Mr. Roberts' officewhile

A Generation of Abandonment

rounded with materialism, the typical child may look
healthy materially—but many are emotionally abandoned
to look for meaning in things that destroy the mind and heart.

Accompanying children’s search for meaning in violent enter-
tainment is the disintegration of the institution of fatherhood.
Although the average American child watches 220 minutes of
television a day, he spends only three to eight minutes face to
face with his father—if he happens to live with his father. In the
absence of a father, television is raising many of our children.

About one in four children grow up with a single mother and
another quarter with a mother and stepfather. But even children
with natural fathers who live with them are often profoundly
neglected. Struggling with ignorance of child-nurturing skills,
many fathers unknowingly lay the groundwork for a national
mental-health crises. Most people are unaware of the connec-
tion between deteriorating psychological health, the absence of
strong, loving fathers and youth violence.

An epidemic of mental iliness in children leaves children, espe-
cially boys, prone to violent behavior.

Kip Kinkel, the 15-year-old who admitted to gunning
down 22 students in Oregon, was diagnosed with attention-
deficit-and-hyperactive disorder (ADHD) and a learning
disability when he was 11. New York developmental psychol-
ogist Myriam Miedzian noted the boy had “easy access to

Some see American children as a generation of rage. Sur-

guns but not to effective treatment.”

“ADHD is six to nine times as prevalent among boys than
among girls, mental retardation nearly twice as prevalent,
autism three times and conduct disorder four to 12 times as
prevalent” said Dr. Miedzian. “As a result, boys are at greater risk
for violent behavior.”

From 1975 to 1990 the percentage of youths in the United
States in need of professional mental-health services nearly
doubled, from 10 percent to 18 percent, said James Garbarino,
Family Life Development Center director at Cornell University.

Some psychologists estimate 40 percent of the jail population
and 30 percent of delinquent boys suffer from learning disabili-
ties. “Not only do most high-risk children go untreated, they see
more than 10,000 TV murders by age 18,” said Dr. Miedzian.

Not all of these trends in deteriorating youth mental health
are attributed to genetic factors. Some believe that young chil-
dren, when lied to and disappointed enough by care-givers,
develop a kind of schizophrenia.

In a process called “crazymaking,” children who are told they
are loved by abusive or negligent parents learn to disassociate
themselves from primary relationships. This can happen to chil-
dren of wealth as well as children of poverty. Some experts
see those youth obsessed with television exhibiting characteris-
tics of attachment disorder, with television becoming their main
reference in life.
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Mr. Roberts confronted the gang.

In schools across the nation, principals
experience such potentially deadly con-
flicts. Although this situation passed
without harm, Mr. Roberts says hefedls
sure hewill see similar problems again.
Hefearsthat America, with its random,
bloody explosions of violence, isin some

up without enriching values conveyed by
theintimacy of sacrificia parentd love.
Many of them have no concept of the
sanctity of life, eventheir own. “Thisisthe
way wewant to go out,” read the suicide
note from Columbine High School gunmen
Eric Harrisand Dylan Klebold, who
between themkilled 13 peopleinarampage  work. Families, communities and nations

dsowill rgect you. . . Becauseyou havefor-
gotten thelaw of your God, | dsowill forget
your children” (Hosea4:6, emphasis added).
Youth violenceisnot amystery. Itisa
mistake, asin and atragedy for al con-
cerned. But the good newsisthat the spiri-
tua principlesthat have dwaysworked il

The Spirit of Violence

iolence are a harbinger of a crisis of biblical proportions.

A spirit of violence and death pervades American enter-
tainment media. Dysfunctional, violent and aggressive lifestyles
bring to mind the decay of civilizations and the wamings of bib-
lical prophets.

Although our youth may experience violence of epic propor-
tions in the next century, this is nothing new. The Bible describes
periods of pervasive violence. Ezekiel prophesied to a generation
in Jerusalem that was later wiped out in one of the bloodiest
periods of Old Testament history: “Violence has risen up into a
rod of wickedness . .. The land is filled with crimes of blood, and
the city is full of violence” (Ezekiel 7:11, 23-24).

T o many secular prophets, the gloomy trends of youthful
v

The social illness underlying the violence then and now are
the same. The American problem can be traced in large part
to a breakdown of family structure and cohesion. The Bible
pinpoints this breakdown as a fundamental cause of violence.

“...The Lorb was a witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your com-
panion and your wife by covenant. Did not one God make her?
... And what does the one God desire? Godly offspring. So look
to yourselves, and do not let anyone be faithless to the wife of
his youth. For | hate divorce, says the Lorp, the God of Israel, and
covering one’s garment with violence, says the Lorp of hosts. So
take heed to yourselves and do not be faithless” (Malachi 2:14-
16, New Revised Standard Version).

way's repeating the frightening guerrilla
warfare of Vietnam.

The tentacles of youth violence have
traveled acrossthe Atlantic and the Pecific
into most other parts of the Western World.
Consider the United Kingdom. In some
British schools youth violence and disre-
spect for authority are out of control. An
East Anglian ingtructor wrote an article,
“How We Teachers Have L ost Control of
the Classroom” (Sunday Telegraph), in
which he said only one goa matters.
“reducing violencein schools”

Need for spiritually motivated love

Former U.S. Army genera Colin Pow-
éll, whose |eadership hel ped the American
military and itsaliesemergevictoriousin
1991's Operation Desert Storm, saysthe
problem of troubled youth isthe greatest
threet to the future of the United States.

The violence of youths hasitsroots
inaparental culture that has spiritually
abandoned them. More money, expensive
schools and government programs run by
well-meaning bureauicrats cannot substi-
tute for parental love. Western nations
often look to ingtitutional programsfor
sdvation from socia crises, but thisisone
money can't buy.

The 15 million children living in poverty
arenot donein alandscape of emotiond,
interpersonal and spiritua impoverishment.
Many children in prosperous nations grow

of bullets and homemade bombs before they
turned their guns on themselves.

With materialism substituted for love,
many children have no comprehension of
an overriding purposefor life, no sensethat
lifeisanything more than aquest for instant
gratification. They have scarce knowledge
of aHigher Power with endlesslovewho
revedlsameaningful purpose and destiny
for every man, woman and child.

The discouraging socid forces affect
amost dl of society. Even people who pro-
fessto be Christian aren’t immune, with
divorce and abuse rampant. Too many
politica and religious leaders have aban-
doned belief in absolute standards such as
those that flow from the immutable law of
God. God's standards condemn both lack
of and abuse of parental authority aswell as
the sexual promiscuity that most aways
leads to single-parenthood.

Asaresult, children absorb achaos of rdl-
aividtic vauesthat mingle hedonismwith
sdf-destructive and aggressive behavior.

Serious consequences

The Crestor of mankind hasthe author-
ity to defineright and wrong, and Hewarns
that He will reject anation whose mothers
and fathersreject the spiritual knowledge
revealed in thelaw of God.

“My peopleare destroyed for lack of
knowledge,” declaresthe Cregtor God.
“Becauseyou haverejected knowiedgg, |

don't haveto be destroyed if they will seek
the spiritual knowledge that showsthem
how to express godly love.

Societies and cultures can change. Inthe
case of America'scriss of youth violence,
the problem beginsin the home. It isthere
that parents must learn about and then
beginto foster afamily culture based on
biblical vaues. Love, if itisgenuine,
adwaysworks. Gn

Recommended Reading

The United Church of God is con-
cerned about the direction our fami-
liesandyouthshave g
been taking. We have
published ablueprint
for stable homes,
communitiesand
societies, abooklet
titled The Ten
Commandments. |
Without asolid I
understanding of the most basic of
al laws, society haslittle chance of
saving its youth, its most treasured
possession. Please request your free
copy of thisbooklet from the officein
your country (or the country nearest
you) listed on page 2. Thisbooklet is
aso availablein theliterature library

at our Web site, www.ucg.org.
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Where Will the

A man on the moon! July 20 of thisyear marks
the 30th anniversary of perhaps the most captivating
moment in acentury rich with technological achieve-
ments. A few yearsago U.S News & World Report
called the first manned moon voyage “the signature
of our century.” With that event mankind fulfilled a
dream of decades. It seemed to many people a the
time we could accomplish amost anything.

In thisamazing century oneinvention after another
has dtered forever the course of history. Of al man has
achieved, two devel opments seem to have brought
about more sweeping changesthan any other. These

— Genetics Revolution
[ead?

by Noel Hornor

century to come. And the rapid rise of the life sciences
meansthat many of the changesit will soon bein our
power to makewill be fundamental and irreversible’
(The Daily Mail [London], May 22).

Keep in mind, asMr. Johnson implies, that the focus
of technology has changed. Although still prominent,
the main focus of scienceisno longer on outer space.
Itison theinner space of the deoxyribonucleic-acid
(DNA) molecule. Next century’sfrontier isthe science
of biotechnology.

If scientists are correct intheir projections, the
futuristic wave of geneticswill present uswith

Your world has probably already been affected by genetic engineering

whether you realize it or not.

20

arethe automobileinthefirst half of the century and
the computer in the second.

If this century has given us future shock, the pace of
changeinthe next century will be even more dizzying.
How fast is human knowledge advancing?* In the past
decade, more scientific knowledge has been created
thaninall of human history” (Michio Kaku, Visions.
How Science WHI Revolutionizethe 21st Century,
1998, p. 4).

British journalist Paul Johnson adds. “\We may
think science moved fast in the 20th century, but we
aregoing to be dazzled by itsaccelerationin the

The Good News

fascinating possibilities—and perplexing choices.
Genetic engineering already here

For centuries mankind has manipulated geneticsto
ensure the passing on and strengthening of desirable
traitsin animas and plants. Humanity has seen many
benefits from understanding and properly using genet-
ics. Animals have been bred to be stronger, more
hardy, to produce more wool, milk or meat. Strains of
whest, corn and rice have been created that produce
more food while needing lessfertilizer and water.
Fast-growing trees provide more lumber, pulp, fuel
and shade. Even flowers are bigger, more colorful,
more beatiful than they would be otherwise.

But, since scientists began unlocking the secrets
of DNA in the 1950s, genetic manipulation has taken
on new meaning. Researchers have discovered waysto
change the inherited shape, form and function of living
things by atering their genetic materia. Thisprocessis
known as genetic engineering.

All living cells—plant, animal and human—contain
the genetic material DNA, which determinesthe atrib-
utesof the offspring of al living things. By directly
manipulating that materia, scientists can change
inherited characterigticsin predetermined ways.

Such manipulation of genetic material isareality.

A_
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Your world has probably aready been
affected by genetic engineering whether
you realizeit or not. Many food products
have been genetically atered. Tomatoes
have been genetically manipulated to
have alonger shelf life. Rice strains have
been engineered to be disease-resistant.
Genes of fish have been placed into pota-
toes and strawberries to make these plants
more resistant to cold weather.

Not all of these products arein commer-
cid production yet, but work continues.
Even so, acons derable amount of pro-
cessad foods sold in Britain hasin some
way been genetically modified.

Scientists have also tinkered with
livestock. Cows have been injected with
growth hormonesto increase their milk
production. Attempts are underway to engi-
neer sheep that produce achemica in their
skin that will provide immunity to insect
parasites. Researchers are attempting to
develop herpes-proof pigs. These projects
areonly thetip of theiceberg.

Genetic engineering: good or bad?

Not everyone views such tinkering as
positive scientific advancement. Some,

nobody knows. . . And like some drug
complications, ecologica side-effects may
take yearsto appear” (The Economist, June
13, 1998).

Some engineering of plantsinvolves
the use of virus particles. One concernis
that this could result in the unintentional
cregtion of viruses harmful to existing
crops. Another concernisthat, inthe
effortsto design plantsthat produce toxic
chemicalsthat ward off their natural pests,
chemicas might result that poison native
animas or beneficia insects. The inadver-
tent production of dlergensin foodsis
another concern.

Proponents of genetic engineering
believe these risks are jutified becauise of
the potential that such research offersto
lessen the effects of food shortagesand
malnutrition.

If genetic manipulation of plantsand
animals causes concern, it is nothing com-
pared to the concern in some quarters about
genetic engineering in humans.

The Human Genome Project

The seminal event for the science
of genetic engineering occurred in 1953

to the prodigious information-processing
power of the computer.

By unlocking the genetic code of life,
stientists believe they may eventudly have
at their fingertipsthe power to hed dis-
€ases, cregte new species, fashion “designer
children” and perhaps move closer to
grasping theHoly Grail of immortality
by reversing the aging process.

A new era in medicine

Many diseases areinfluenced, at least in
part, by genetic factors. Through the HGP,
genesthat are linked with various cancers,
Alzheimer’s disease and diabetes have
been pinpointed. Through such progress,
geneticists hope to discover new waysto
fight disease. Some believeit will be possi-
blein afew yearsto develop custom-made
drugsfor the best fit to an individua’s
body chemistry.

These possihilities excite scientists. Not
only will thisnew knowledge deliver the
potential to treat diseases, it will bring the
possibility of preventing the diseasesin the
first place.

But, with the possibility of obtaining a
readout of our individual genetic makeup,

Parents might be able to plan a customized child who is genetically disposed

hto be physically attractive, of superior intelligence or athletically talented.

 ——

particularly in Europe, skeptically view it
asan assault on nature. “ If something goes
wrong, how can it be put right? Thetruth s,

when James Watson and Francis Crick
discovered the structure of the DNA
molecule. If thiswere the birth of modern
genetics, many scientists believe the
Human Genome Project (HGP) isits
industrial revolution.

TheHGPisagloba scientific project.
Itsdirector isan American, Francis Callins
of the Nationd Ingtitute of Health. He calls
it “the most important scientific project
mankind has ever mounted.”

The purpose of the project isto make
a“map” of the approximately 100,000
human genes on the 23 pairs of chromo-
somesinthe cellsof our bodies. “ Onceit
iscompleted, wewill havean ‘owner’s
manua’ for ahuman being” (Kaku, p. 143).

Theimplications of such research
arefar-reaching. The origind target date
for completion of the project was 2005.
The expectationisthat it will be com-
pleted before that time, perhaps as early
astheend of 2001. In running not only
ahead of schedule but under budget, it is
unusual among government projects. The
rapid progressis attributablein large part

we may be presented with a Pandora’'s
box of choices.

Genetic testing and screening could
arm parents or prospective parents with
the foreknowledge that they havethe
potentia to beget achild with a serious
physical impairment. As more disease-
causing genes are identified, prospective
parents, on learning the expectant mother
is carrying a defective fetus, might be
encouraged by doctorsto abort rather than
deliver an unborn child. Some parenta
carriers of the genefor cystic fibrosis have
aready faced this choice when they identi-
fied the disease in their developing fetus.

Genetic blueprinting will beget ahost
of privacy concerns. Will governments at
some point mandate genetic testing for
couples seeking to get married? Thisissure
to raise serious concern about the prospect
of government intervention. Would govern-
ments pressure pregnant women who are
carrying defective fetuses to submit to
abortions? Governments might concelv-
ably do thisout of concern over the finan-
cia burdens placed on their hedth-care
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Send in the Clones

Except for some simpler life forms, nature’s method of reproduction is the union
of male and female. Cloning is a means of producing offspring without this for-
mality. Cloning does not, as some may think, present the possibility of producing
offspring in a test tube. It requires that a cloned cell be implanted in the womb of
a female of the species.

What about the ethics of human cloning? Some believe it is a needed and ben-
eficial step. Others are appalled that anyone would even consider cloning another
person, producing a human being by replication rather than reproduction. A
cloned child would have only one parent, who in a sense would be genetically like
an identical twin, though much younger. This lively debate is sure to intensify as
experiments in cloning continue.

British biologist J.B.S. Haldane was among the first to use the term cloning, in
1963, when he foresaw cloning of human beings as an imminent probability.

In spite of Haldane's optimism, little scientific evidence surfaced during the
1960s that human cloning would ever succeed. Plants were easily cloned, but
cloning mammals was elusive, particularly the idea of developing a complete
organism from an adult body cell. Though the entire DNA is present in an adult
cell, the great challenge is to coax the material into reverting to the embryonic
state so that all of the differentiated body tissues—muscle, bone, nerve cells and
so on—can be produced.

In 1996 scientists were stunned by the news that Scotsman lan Helmut fused
the cell nucleus from the udder of an adult sheep with an egg structure taken
from another sheep and implanted the altered egg into the uterus of a third

_ i sheep. The result was Dolly, an apparently
normal sheep, cloned from an adult cell.
Dolly was born July 5, 1996.

The implications of this development are
~ profound in that it indicates that what
J.B.S. Haldane anticipated is now possible.
Lee Silver, a molecular biologist at Prince-
ton University, observed that “genetic
engineering of human beings is now
really on the horizon” (Gina Kolata, Clone:
The Road to Dolly and the Path Ahead,
1998, p. 233).

Though nations have enacted legislation
outlawing human cloning, the issue will
not go away. There will be pressures to
develop and perfect the process. Among
these is what is called the “technological
imperative,” the idea that it is wrong to artificially impede scientific progress.

Economic pressures may arise also. Because many couples experience diffi-
culty in conceiving children, fertility clinics have become a fixture in our world.
We can expect the fertility industry to push for legalization of human-cloning
procedures. Even if it is not legalized, the possibility exists of the development
of an underground cloning industry.

Many geneticists, doctors and political leaders agree that human cloning
should not be attempted at this time. It is a science in the developmental stage.
Production of genetically damaged offspring is a distinct possibility.

Others, however, believe it is only a matter of time before the technique is
improved and accepted. “Most . . . fertility experts, asked if humans will one day
be cloned, replied, ‘Of course.’” As for the propriety or impropriety of reproduc-
tion without sex, one doctor said, “In my opinion, it is all nonsense whether it is
sexual or asexual . . . The whole argument is sort of silly—so what? People will
agree with me in fifty years” (Kolata, p. 247).

God created sex in human beings for several reasons. One is reproduction
(Genesis 1:28). The whole created order shows that God is a believer in variety, else
why are there so many varieties in so many species? Why the different races? Our
Creator doesn’t want His children to be yellow pencils. The apostle Paul told us the
Church, although it is one body, is composed of many members. He likened them
to the various parts of the physical human body, each different but serving a
necessary function (1 Corinthians 12).
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systems by children with incurable lifelong
afflictions requiring expensive care.

Design your own child

If gene-manipulation procedures suffi-
ciently improveto yield predictable results,
what will happen then? Some believe it
may be possibleto design adream child
with the characteristics the parents desire
intheir offspring. Parents might be ableto
plan acustomized child who isgenetically
disposed to be physicdly attractive, of
superior intelligence or athletically talented.

On the other end of the pectrum, if cer-
tain genetic traits are associated with physi-
cal violence, totalitarian societies might
moveto counter thisby targeting those who
are considered apt to commit or have com-
mitted felonious acts. These concerns may
seem far-fetched to some, but they should
not be dismissed, given that attempts at
ethnic cleansing have been asad redlity
in severa regionsin recent years.

Is it right or wrong?

Isthere such athing asright or wrongin
these matters? Does genetic engineering or
cloning have anything to do with God?
Many inthefield of science do not believe
in God, soto themitisanonissue. But
thosewho believe God exists should
addressthe matter of what He may think.

After God created life on earth—plants
and animals—He proclaimed it al to be
very good (Genesis 1:31). God a0
declared that sanctity exists between
species. Everything, including plants (Gen-
ess1:11-12), animals and man (Genesis
1:24-28), was created to reproduce
“according toitskind.” In Genesis, “kind”
isgenerally equivalent to aspecies.

Genetic engineering isan attempt to
improve on what God made. God designed
into every species considerable genetic
diversity and potential, whichiswhy we
see hundreds of breeds of dogs, cats, birds
and cows, dong with billions of people, all
different. As noted earlier, humansfor cen-
turies have used this diversity to produce
stronger, more productive, more beneficia
plantsand animals.

But could taking genetic engineering a
quantum leap forward produce unforeseen
problems?

“Researchersin thefield of molecular
biology are arguing that thereis nothing
particularly sacred about the concept of
species’ (Michael J. Reissand Roger
Straughan, Improving Nature? The Science
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and Ethics of Genetic Engineering, 1996,
p. 64). Inredlity, Since such genetic engi-
neering amountsto tampering with God's
creation, thosewho call for caution are
wisein having and voicing concerns. “No
new scientific or technological develop-
ment can claim immunity from ethical
scrutiny” (Reissand Straughan, p. 6).

In addition to protecting individual
species, we should a so be concerned
about the environment in alarger sense.
Just because we can do certain things
technologically does not mean we can
do them safely.

At onetime nuclear-power plants
seemed likeabrilliant idea, but astring of
nuclear-power-plant disasters has dimmed
their luster. Decades ago nations embarked
onahingeof building nuclear facilities
without adequately thinking through long-
term storage solutionsfor radioactive
wastes. Humanity hasalong history of
short-sightednesswhen it comesto consid-
ering the possible consequences of our
actions. The potentia for ecologica damege
to other plantsand animalsfrom genetic
engineering should raisewarning flags.

Genetic tinkering gone awry

A casein point isaUnited States experi-
ment in which pigs were given ahuman
growth-hormone gene in hopesthey would
put on weight faster. They put on weight

with aspecia awe. Evolutionists believe
manissmply the highest lifeform. With
knowledge of genetics, some are tempted
tolook at man simply as so much genetic
materiad to be manipulated in an attempt
to improve the human species. Thetruth
isthat God designed man to be the highest
formof physicd life—madein the very
image of God—and with the wondrous
potentia of becoming apart of Hisfamily.
(To better understand this astounding truth,
please request our free booklet, What Is
Your Destiny?)

Misplaced priorities

Thedesireto aleviate human suffering
through genetic engineering may spring
from good intentions, but we should con-
sider why sickness and disease exist. One
of thereasons, simply put, issin and abuse
of our bodies. The hedlth costsfrom alco-
hol abuse, illegal-drug use, smoking, sexu-
aly transmitted diseases and improper diet,
not to mention crime and violence asa
meansto solving problems, are staggering.

The problem that man most needsto
address—but that we frequently ignore—
isthe need to change our nature rather
than indulge our obsession with trying to
improve on the physical design of mankind.

Aswith many other contemporary
issues, somewill usetheissue of freedom
asatrump card to get their way. Some

cloning could prove to be another stepiin
the further disintegration of the family.

Wherewill al thislead?

Ashumanity approachesthe 21t cen-
tury, with anincredible arsend of technol-
ogy inour possession, wewould bewiseto
consider what can happento acivilization
that isinfatuated with its own wisdom and
rejects the knowledge of God.

Theworld in the days before the flood
of Noah had rgected God'sways. “ Then the
Lorp saw that the wickedness of manwas
gregt inthe earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continu-
adly” (Genesis6:5). Theresult of living that
way was destruction. Wewould do well to
heed the lesson of what can happentoa
society that rejectsthe knowledge of God.

One of the gravest dangers of our mod-
ern, technologicaly advanced society isthe
power we have created to destroy al human
life. Man has possessed this frightening
potentia for some time—since harnessing
the power of the atom to creste enough
nightmarish nuclear wegponsto eiminate
al life on earth many times over.

In the wrong hands, biotechnology can
be agrave danger. Germ weapons could be
used by rogue nations or terrorist groups, or
even by misguided individuass, to devastate
entire countries. Karl Johnson of the Cen-
tersfor Disease Control and Preventionin
Atlantaexpressed thisvery concern: “Any

The problem that man most needs to address is the need to change our nature rather
than indulge our obsession with trying to improve on the physical design of mankind.

but were also partidly blind and arthritic
and developed ulcers.

Among the dangers we face with plants
isthat an altered plant might bring unfore-
seen consequences to the environment.
Researchersrecently found that one variety
of genetically engineered corn produced
pollen that wastoxic to monarch butterflies.
Othersraise the concern that manipulated
plants could become “weeds’ with no use-
ful purpose and the potential to run amok.
Man has often introduced animas or plants
to areasin which they were not indigenous,
only to see them become amgjor nuisance
harmful to other speciesintheareaand
impossibleto eradicate.

The bottom lineisthat man’s attempts
to improve on God's handiwork can—and
sometimes do—backfire.

Genetic engineering of humansand
cloning isan areawhere man should tread

cloning advocates spesk of “ human procre-
ativeliberty.” Dowe havearight to clone
that outweighs other ethical considerations?

Arewe, without adequiately considering
the consequences, tampering with society’s
building block, the family?“Whether or not
we know it, the severing of procregtion
from sex, love and intimacy isinherently
dehumanizing, no matter how good the
product” (Flesh of My Flesh; Ethics of
Cloning Humans, Gregory E. Pence, editor,
1998, p. 26).

In God's plan, children should come
into the world in astable home environ-
ment founded on acommitted marriage
between aman and woman (Genesis 2:24).
At onetime thiswas the cultural normin
most nations. This standard has been tram-
pledin recent decades by aseries of cul-
tural earthquakes and repeated assaults
on the family. Manufacturing children by

crackpot with afew thousand dollars worth
of equipment and a college biology educa
tion under his belt could manufacture bugs
that would make Ebolalook like awalk
around the park” (Kaku, p. 258).

Jesus Chrigt prophesied atime when
the survival of human life would be jeopar-
dized. “It will beatime of great distress,
such asthere has never been before since
the beginning of the world, and will never
beagain,” Hewarns. “If that time of trou-
bleswere not cut short, no living thing
could survive...” (Matthew 24:21-22,
Revised English Bible).

Aswe move rapidly down the pathway
of scientific progress, mankind moves
closer to the moment Jesus predicted.
When that time comes, we will discover
that the god of technology will not be able
save us. Our deliverance will come from
Goddone. G
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ntelligent machineswill soon surpassthe

abilities of human beings, say enthusiasts

of artificid intelligence. Such predictions

areno longer espoused only by science-
fiction aficionados. Some serious scientigts
are saying the samething.

Why would anyone want to creste an arti-
ficid entity moreintelligent than man? The
reasoning of some proponents of artificia
intelligence (Al) isthat, dthough mankind
representsthe pinnacle of intelligence onthe
planet, we have proven inept a handling
many of our problems. Thuswe need anew
and better solution. “\We could turn to these
superior intelligencesfor advice and author-
ity indl mattersof concern—and the
humanity-induced troubles of theworld
could a last beresolved” (Roger Penrose,
Shadows of the Mind, 1994, p. 11).

Such thoughts set off darm bellsin the
minds of peoplewho fear such cregtions
could take over society and endave usor
even decidethey don't need us. Thiscon-
cept has provided the themes for severa
Hollywood action films, including the
popular 1999 release Matrix and two
Terminator movies.

Artificial intelligence still young
“ Super artificia intelligence” isnot

Artificial 'Iﬁte'._zl'?J’

anticipated until well into the 21st century.
Al'scurrent sateisgill inits childhood.
Recent developmentsinclude achess-
playing IBM computer named Deep Blue
that defeated the reigning (human) world
championin 1997. Al-infused machines
can aso perform complicated analytica
chores such as scheduling maintenance

of the space shuittles.

On the horizon lies enhanced speech
recognition, which some experts consider
apart of Al technology. Many companies
aready use sophisticated computersto
answer their phones. Callersdia intoa
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switchboard and an “auto-attendant” directs  but built with synthetic material.

their cals. Videocassette recorders (V CRs)
and persona computersthat respond to
spoken commands aready exist. Automo-
bileignition systemsthat recognize drivers
voices are on the horizon. The front door
of your home may someday be equipped
with asystem that will unlock after a
recognizable spoken command.

Al developershope heurigtic (self-
educating) computers, equipped with vast
databases and programmed to andyze and
dissect problems, will bein extensive use
around 2020. Heurigtic computers might
provide servicesnormally supplied by a
doctor or lawyer.

Some stientists believe machineswith
even-more-humanliketraitswill become
commonplace. “It isreasonableto assume
that by 2050 we may haverobotsthat can
interfaceinteligently with humans, [and]
machineswith primitive emotions. ..
and common sensg” (Michio Kaku, Visons
How Science W Revolutionizethe 21t
Century, 1997, p. 90).

Cyborgs: a coming reality?

Some artificia-intelligence proponents
are certain that, by theend of the 214 cen-
tury, cybernetic organisms—the merger of

o

humanswith their e ectronic creations—wiill
beredlity.

Scientistswill achieve thisamazing feat
through aprocess. Brain-scan technology
will permit them to scan abrain and down-
load itsinformation to computer memory.
They will “literally copy it, connection by
connection, Syngpse by Synapse, neuro-
transmitter by neurotransmitter” (Ray
Kurzweil, The Age of Spiritual Machines,
1999, p. 125). Eventualy, they predict, the
technology will exist to enable usto rein-
gl thiselectronic file of someone'smind
into another medium, possibly humanlike
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“Therewill be nostdgiafor our humble
carbon-based roots, but thereisnogtagia
for vinyl recordsaso” (Kurzwell, p. 126).
According to the scenario, we will accept
our new status because this brain-porting
technology will provide the power to con-
quer mortdity. Immortdity will smply bea
matter of making frequent backups. “While
wearedt it, we can add al human knowl-
edge’ to our new minds (Kurzwell). In such
abrave new world, scientists predict, wewill
not belimited by the human brain, withits
mere 100 trillion connections and synapses.

How to explain consciousness

If these things sound fantestic, that's
becausethey are. Mgor gulfsexist between
the present sate of Al and theimagined bold
new world. One of the problemsishow to
create aconscious entity out of theinani-
mate. To be conscious, inahuman sense,

meansto be aware of onesown

existence, sensations,

thoughts and surround- {4
ings tolearn fromthe ok I
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trueintelli-
genceexist
without such
CONSCioUSNess?
This presents
ahuge problemto
the development of
Al because science can-
not yet fathom the secrets

of human consciousness. The
consciousness of ahuman being has

been called the ultimate mystery of exis-
tence. AsAlbert Einstein put it: “The hard-
et thing to understand iswhy we can
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understand anything at dl” (Kaku, p. 338).
How does consciousness arise? Some call
it an emergent phenomenon, something that
“happens naturaly when asystem becomes
complex enough” (Kaku, p. 94). Working
from thistheory, some scientistsbelieve that
eventualy aform of consciousnesswill
emergein alaboratory environment. Others
are skeptical, caling the emergent theory of
consciousness “more amétter of faith than
adrategy for success’ (Kaku, p. 94).
Consciousnessis aremarkable phenom-
enon, onethat separates usfrom simpler
life forms. For instance, most people would
agreethat human consciousnessisfar
above any kind of awareness exhibited by
insects. Researchers have recorded film
footage of oneinsect devouring another
while apparently unawarethat it was being
eaten by yet athird insect. Thisraisesthe
question of whether insects have any
awareness or consciousnessat al. Nor do
insects demondrate any apprecia-
tion of art and beaurty.
Of course, primates
and dolphins may
reflect asmal degree
of what we may
provisondly

asalimited
anima “con-
iousness”
But our ahbility
to think, reason
and plan clearly
stsusapart from
other crestures.
Humansaso havethe
ability tothink intuitively. An
exampleof intuitivethinkingisthe

moment a whichwegragpthings“ina
flash,” aswhenwearetrying to solveaword
puzzle. Scientigsredlize thisjudgment-mak-

ing ability will bedifficult, if notimpossble,
to programinto artificid intelligence. “One
human menta function that isextremely hard
toduplicateonamachine. . . istheintuitive
lesp—the sudden inspiration that dlowsyou
to‘getit'” (JamesTrefil, Are We Unique?,
1997, p. 130).

We can overestimate the potentia of
computers because their components “fire’
much more rapidly than the neuronsin the
human brain. They perform mathematical
calculationsfaster and more accurately than
humans. But no computer yet designed
understandswhet it isdoing.

Computersarewoefully inferior to
humansin other ways. Oneistheability
to recogni ze patterns—human faces, for
example. Robots can be programmed to rec-
ognize aface, but they arethrown off if the
faceisrotated by afew degrees. Humans, on
the other hand, can ingtantly pick afamiliar
faceout of alarge crowd. Recently it wes
congdered amgjor achievement whena
researcher created acomputerized neurd
network that was able to recognize patterns
with the sameaccuracy asabegshran
(Kaku, p. 87).

The origin of consciousness
Scientists have formulated explanations

man from the dust of the earth, and bresthed
into him the bresth of life; and man became
“aliving being” (Geness 1:26; 2:7).

Before God enlivened thefirst man, he
wasalifdesscregtion. Afterward hewas
aliving being, madein theimage of God.
God placed aunique consciousnessin
human beings. We can recognize beattty,
make judgments and perform other mental
tasksthat are uniqueto humans.

Manistheonly creature that puzzles
over thereason for hisexistence. Weare
the only physica beingsthat demonstrably
can ponder past, present and future. We
did not evolve this ability; God created it.
Heisthe author of human consciousness
andintelligence.

Asfor man developing asource of
atificid intelligence that can supply answers
to our insoluble problems, hisnew knowl-
edge tendsto produce even more problems
in approximeate proportion to the amount of
new information hediscovers. If weare
wise, wewill look to God for answers
through Hisreveldion, the Bible.

Man cannot find lasting solutionsto
his problems because they are, at their core,
spiritual in nature (Isaiah 59). Until human-
ity asawholeisready to recognizethetrue
source of itsproblems, and seek God's

by Noel Hornor

for the origin of consciousness. The gener-
aly accepted scientific view isthat “ after
billions of years of swirling around, matter
and energy evolved to createlife-forms—
complex self-replicating patterns of matter
and energy—that became sufficiently
advanced toreflect . . . on their own con-
sciousness’ (Ray Kurzweil, The Age of
Spiritual Machines, 1999, p. 62). When
this had happened, according to this
perspective, consciousness had evolved.
TheBible givesus God's vantage point.
Asour Cregtor, Heisin aposition to know.
God mademanin His“image” forming

solutions, wewill continueto facethe
dilemmas and difficultiesthat have plagued
mankind for thousands of years.

Thereisindeed anew world coming,
aworld vedtly different from our expecta-
tionsbut far better than anything we have
imagined. The Biblecallsit “the Kingdom
of God” andtdlsusit will includeatransfor-
mation of peopl€' sthought and behavior. To
learn more about the differences between
thishiblica picture and mankind'sfascina-
tion with technologies such as atificid intel-
ligence, be sureto request our free booklet
The Gospdl of the Kingdom. Gv
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A Good Soldier

If Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Samuel Adams and Benjamin Franklin conceived
the framework of a new nation, George Washington navigated it through its greatest crisis.
Few know how well he shouldered the heavy task that fell on him in 1775.

he news of April 18, 1775,

dashed any hope of peacefully

ettling differences between

Great Britain and the Ameri-

can colonies. Mgj. John Fit-
cairn of the British army had fired upon the
American militiaassembled in Lexington,
M assachusetts. Americans from townsand
villagesin every direction lay among the
dead and wounded.

Word quickly spread. The almost-hourly !
appearance of armed men from far and near

soon resulted in aragtag but determined
army gathered around Boston.

The new Congress quickly moved to
adopt thearmy, caling it the Continental
Army. It was essentia that the troops be
given aleader—acommander in chief—
for theinexperienced, newly formed
Continental Army of the 13 colonies.

Opinions varied on whom to choose.
Severd were ambitiousfor the post. Massa:
chusetts representative John Adamsrose to
nominate George Washington, acolonel of
theVirginiaforces. Citing Washington's
talents and unquestioned character, Adams
made the mation to appoint him comman-
der in chief of the armed forces of the
American Colonies.

Support for his gppointment was unani-
mous. Washington accepted, refusing com-
pensation other than the reimbursement of

by Bruce Gore

|ettersto family members, he wasthe great-
est skeptic of hisfitnessfor hismilitary and
|eadership duties.

Forging a leader

Little hint of greatnesswasto be found
inthe early years of thiswedlthy land-
owner, whose time was largely occupied
with hislarge holdings. Washington was

To the day of his death, as evidenced by letters to
family members, Washington was the greatest skep-
tic of his fitness for his military and leadership duties.

his expenses. He asked “ every gentlemanin
the room,” however, to remember hisdecla-
ration that he did not believe himsdlf equal
to the command and that he accepted it
only asaduty madeimperative by the
unanimity of the vote.

Tothe day of hisdesth, asevidenced by

26 The Good News

dow to endorse independence from the
mother country, doing so only wheniit
seemed no other course could work. In
aletter to aneighbor, he tended toward
peaceful resstance yet faced the redlity that
force might ultimately prove necessary. He
was present when Patrick Henry delivered

his powerful speech againgt the Stamp Act.

Earlier Washington had fought dongside
the British in the French and Indian War,
distinguishing himself as a courageous
leader with little concern for his own safety
and comfort. He was appointed comman-
der of theVirginiaforceswhen only 23.

Inthe early years helearned lessonsthat
would serve himwell. He knew thetraining
of the English soldierswas best adapted to
the battlefields of Europe and not the
woods of North America. He readily under-
stood the value of camouflage and of avoid-
ing meeting the enemy in face-to-face
battle linestoo often. He was convinced
early in hiscareer he could defest the
Britisharmy.

Washington faced serious difficultiesin
surviving hisfirst year. Helabored to col-
lect arms and ammunition and bring disci-
plineto acollection of merchants, farmers
and hunters, many of whom were suspi-
cious of astanding army. Colonia poverty,
lack of material support and short-term
enligments|eft him with an inadequately

equipped fighting force.
Criticism, cold and conflict

Washington'stactics of not seeking face-
to-face battleswith the British fell under
congtant criticism. His difficulties could
have broken the spirit of most leaders.
Thefiber of the character of Washington
and hismen wastested over and over asan
impotent and meddling Congressfailed to
provide the needs of the ragged troops.

Washington painfully witnessed the
misery of his men deeping on the frozen,
snow-covered ground. Many had no shoes
or blankets and little food as they win-
tered at Valley Forge and again at Trenton,
New Jersey. On one occasion, he pledged
his private fortune to help provide pay to
the soldiers. Hisleadership and personal
example during these distressing times
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kept many of them from giving up.
“These arethe timesthat try men’'s
souls” wrote Thomas Painein 1776. But
the next few yearswere even worse for
Washington. Adding to his burdens, some
of hisofficerswereinvolved behind his
back in aplot to replace him with one
of their own, Gen. Horetio Gates, as
commander in chief.

Daring leadership

Washington’s surprise crossing of the
ice-filled Delaware River on astormy night,
marching in the teeth of dashing deet and
snow to attack the Hessiansin Trenton, is
the stuff of legend. Thisvictory injected
new life and hopeinto the flagging morale
of theill-equipped Continental Army.

His courage in battle frequently led
him to expose himself recklesdly to
enemy fire. To the dismay of other offi-
cers, he often rode back and forth in the
thick of battlerallying histroops. The
enemy shot horses out from under him
more than once, yet he finished the war
asone of afew uninjured officers.

A fellow officer wrote: “Our army love
their General very much, but they have
onething against him whichisthelittle
care hetakes of himsdlf in any action. His
persona bravery and the desire he has of
animating histroops by example, make
him fearless of danger. This occasions
much uneasiness.”

Washington's extraordinary escape
in one battleled aColonid preacher to
declarein asermon his belief that Wash-
ington had been preserved to be the “savior
of hiscountry.”

At one point the Colonia army num-
bered no more that 3,500 because of deser-
tionsand short enlistments. Some historians
say thelargest number of soldiers Gen.
Washington ever had under his command
was 18,000 to 20,000. He faced aforce of
30,000 well-supplied, seasoned, disciplined
soldiers. Yet in theend he cornered Gen.
Charles Cornwallisat Yorktown.

Encircled, with hisback to the seaand
Washington'sarmy facing himon land,
Cornwallis sought terms of peace. On Oct.
19, 1781, the proud and once-powerful
British units paraded between files of
French and American soldiersto lay down
their armsin surrender.

A morta blow had been struck. The
British, after arduous negotiations, were
generousfor the most part and recognized
the independence of their former colonies.

With afew notable exceptions, thetwo
countries have been close dliessince.

Commander to king?

In December 1783 Washington retired
to hishome a Mount Vernon, Virginia.
In spite of the limited newspaper reporting
of thetime, Washington had becomea
nationa hero. Had he wished, he could
have stepped into the role of amonarch
over thisnewly formed country. Hisarmy,
unhappy with itstreatment and remunera:
tion at theend of the war, wasreedy to
make him king. Washington quickly and

apostle Paul. “No one engaged in warfare
entangles himsdlf with the affairs of this
life, that he may please him who enlisted
himasasoldier” (2 Timothy 2:3-4).

A Chrigtian commitshislifein totality
to the captain of his savation, Jesus Chrigt.
A soldier’slot isto endure hardships, heis
called to do battle.

Early Christians faced tremendous strug-
gles. Inatime of hardship and persecution
that would soon lead to his degth, Paul
reminded Timothy of hiscaling:

“Therefore| remind you to &tir up the
gift of God whichisin you through the

The patriarch Job asks a crucial question: Will we
accept good things from God but get discouraged
and want to quit when hard times come upon us?

indignantly put astop to any such plans.

“In plain terms he stated his abhorrence
of the proposal; hewas a alossto con-
ceivewhat part of his conduct could have
encouraged such thinking; they could
not have ‘found a person to whom their
schemes were more disagreeable’; and he
charged them ‘if you have any regard for
yourself or posterity, or respect for me, to
banish these thoughts from your mind,
and never communicate as from yourself
or nay one else, asentiment of thelike
nature’” (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th
edition, Vol. 28, p. 346).

The Federa Convention met at Phila
delphiain May 1787 to frame the United
States Congtitution. Washington was pres-
ent asadeegate from Virginia. As soon as
enough states had ratified the document to
assurethe success of the new government,
the unanimous vote of the electors made
Washington thefirst president of the United
States of America

Aswith most leaders before and since,
Washington soon suffered virulent attacks
from journdists, politicians and fellow
statesmen. It was reported that in a cabi-
net meeting in 1793 he said that “ he
would rather bein hisgrave thanin his
present situation.”

Lessons for leaders

Washington proved himself to beagood
soldier: loyd and resolutein difficult as
well asgood times. The Bible describes
true Christiansas soldiersin thearmy of
Jesus Chrigt.

“You therefore must endure hardship as
agood soldier of Jesus Christ,” wrote the

laying on of my hands. For God has not
given usaspirit of fear, but of power and
of loveand of asound mind.

“Therefore do not be ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, nor of meHispris-
oner, but share with mein the sufferings
for the gospel according to the power of
God, who has saved usand called uswith
aholy cdling. ..

“For thisreason | also suffer these
things; nevertheless | am not ashamed,
for | know whom | have believed and am
persuaded that He is able to keep what
| have committed to Him until that Day.
Hold fast the pattern of sound words
which you have heard from me, in faith
and love which arein Christ Jesus. That
good thing which was committed to you,
keep by the Holy Spirit [which] dwellsin
us’ (2 Timothy 1:6-14).

The patriarch Job asksacrucia ques-
tion: Will we accept good things from God
but get discouraged and want to quit when
hard times come upon us? (Job 2:10).

The battlesa Christian must face are
not physical, but spiritual (Ephesians 6:12).
The enemy, Satan the devil, is powerful.
Thewar will belong and difficult, but our
captain assures usthat in the end we will be
victorious. Wewill gain independencefrom
the powers of unrighteousness.

To better understand the Chrigtian’s
struggle, request your free copies of the
booklets You Can Have Living Faith, What
Is Your Destiny?, The Road to Eternal Life
and The Church Jesus Built. All arefree
for the asking when you contact our office
nearest you, or visit theliterature library of
our Web ste at www.ucg.org. GN
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TODAY'S FAMILY -~

[f Children Could
Choose Their Parents

If your children had a choice, would they pick you for a parent?

1/

Being blessed with
wise parents is a
great advantage.
However, children
don’t get to pick
their parents. They
are stuck with
what they get.

28 The Good News

by David Treybig

ick your parentswisely.” Thissaying
isoffered as sage, athough tongue-in-
cheek, advice for children. Since parents
more than anyone else have the greatest
opportunity to influencetheir children, being
blessed with wise parentsis agreat advantage.
However, children don't get to pick their par-
ents. They are stuck with what they get, and al too
often achild isdeprived of one parent by divorce—
an event over which children have no contral.
Sometimesit is helpful to look at situations from
different perspectivesto gain adeeper understand-
ing. Somerefer to this as thinking outside the box.
How about joining me for afew minutesin con-
templating issuesthat would matter to children if
they could select their parents?
Perhaps you wonder why I'mfocusing on a

Chlldren want both of thelr parents,
Mom and Dad, living with them
under the same roof.

child's perspective. Theanswer issmple. Itis
because God's Word teaches us we should be
concerned for other people (1 Corinthians 10:24;
12:25), and other peopleinclude children.

Jesus Christ loved children (Matthew 19:14).

Parents should follow the biblical injunctionsto
love their children and teach them God'sways
(Titus 2:4; Ephesians 6:4; Deuteronomy 6:6-7).
Since children have needs and God expects usto
properly teach our kids and treat them with respect
and love, let's consider the traits children might
wish for inther parents.

They want, and need, both parents

Firgt, children want both of their parents, Mom
and Dad, living with them under the same roof.
Since God says He hates divorce (Malachi 2:16),
God obvioudy agreeswith kids on this point. He
intends that children live with both of their parents
in the same household. Regrettably, “ nearly 40
percent of American children currently do not live
with their biological fathers’” (“The Lost Art of
Fatherhood,” Dan Fost, American Demographics,
March 1996, pp. 15-17).

Researchers continue to find that two-parent
households are best for youths. According to one
source, children from single-parent homes are 20
to 40 percent more likely to suffer health problems
than those living with both parents (“Physician and
Pastor: Co-laborers,” Hilton Terrell, Journal of Bib-
lical Ethicsin Medicine, spring 1993, pp. 31-42).

Children in fatherlesshomes are more likely to
drop out of school, abuse acohol and drugsand
break the law (“Father's Greatest Gift,” Ken Can-
field, New Man, July-August 1994, pp. 54-60).

Asteensin the United States grow ol der,
studies predict they will be“lesslikely to engage
in[sexual] intercourseif they live with their natural
fathersthan if they do not” (“Father's Restraints,”
Family in America, March 1993, pp. 2NR-3NR).

Divorce so devadtates children that the popular
notion that children are better off when their par-
entsend abad marriageis shown, in many cases,
to bewishful thinking.

Closely related to both parentsliving in the
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Another item on a child’s
wish list for parents would
probably be an encouraging
environment.

same homeis parents not sending their
children off to day care. Wise children
would select parentswho would care for
them asinfantsin their own homes and not
place themin outside facilities. Too often
debates rage over whether awoman's place
isinthe home or in the workplace, dl the
while neglecting the children’s perspective.
When we consider which placeis best for
the children, the issue takes on much
greater clarity.

“Daycare workers are among the lowest-
paid and poorest quaified in any industry
inAmerica, yet they are being entrusted
with the nurturing of our most precious
resource—our children. Theyounger the
child when placed in anine-to-five
routine of day care, thelesslikely heisto
become awell-adjusted adult” (Current
Thoughtsand Trends review of Children of
the Universe, Amitai Etzioni, Utne Reader,
May-June 1993, pp. 52-61). Child-care
facilitieswith large numbers of children are
smply unableto provide the sustained, per-
sonal, one-on-one attention so necessary for
the hedthy development of children.

Economic needs are commonly cited as
the reason for placing childrenin day-care
facilities. Theredlity, however, isthat many
times most of the money the second parent
earns ends up spent on day careitsalf and

restaurants or fast food because no one
stayshometo prepareamedl.

Although two-income households can
achievefinancia gains, acommendable
number of parents are giving their chil-
dren’s needsthe highest priority and are
choosing alower standard of living so they
can maintain higher family standards.
When they do thisthey find they achievea
much more rewarding homelife. Although
some mothersremain at home with their
childrento accomplish this, othersarefind-
ing part-time work when their husbands
stay at home with the children or take on
jobsthat can be done from home.

Wise children would no doubt select
parentswho would place their welfare
ahead of financia gain.

The value of quality time

The next item on achild's shopping list
for good parentswould likely befinding a
mother and father who would spend time
with them. The popular notion that spend-
ing “quality time" with children makes
up for lack of attention at other times gets
failing gradesfrom their point of view.

To them the quantity of timeismore
important than its supposed qudity.

Sociologist Mark Warr of the University
of Texas confirmed that recent studies
“raise serious questions about the empha
sison quality time so prevaent today.
Although qudity timeissurely desirable,
the quantity of time spent with the family
isnot irrelevant. Contemporary arguments
notwithstanding, small amounts of quality
time may not be sufficient to offset the
criminogenic aspects of peer cultureto
which adolescents are commonly exposed”
(Family in America, February 1994).

In other words, children need regular
and frequent timewith their parentsto help
offset the growing exposure to negative
influences outside (and many timesinside,
viatelevison and music) the home.

Idedlly, children should spend enough
timewith their parents to see them work-
ing about the house aswell asenjoying
the“ qudity time" of specia occasions. By
being with their parents, youths learn how
towork. By doing agood deed for some-
one with their parents, youthslearn how
to give.

When kids see Dad give Mom an affec-
tionate kiss and observe them tregting each
other with respect, they learn how ahappy
marriage works. Although some adults
may not rate these sorts of things as quality

time, they are essential for the hedlthy
development of socially mature children.

The power of encouragement

Another item on achild’swish list for
parentswould probably be an encouraging
environment. Children would liketo have
parents who take a strong personal interest
in helping them develop their skillsand
find their way inlife.

Since childrentend to live up to their
parents’ expectations, they are best served
by amom and dad who assure them they
can succeed. Sadly, most homes arefilled
with negativism. “Psychologist Larry
Kubiak saysthat the average amount of
time parents spend communicating with
their teenage childrenisonly 14 minutes
per day. Of that time, 12 minutesis nega
tive, oneminuteis neutral, and one minute
ispositive” (Youthworker Update, Novem-
ber 1993).

Being good parents means putting our
children’s needs ahead of our desires. If

The next item on a child’s
shopping list for good parents
would likely be finding a
mother and father who would
spend time with them.

you have children, give them what they
need aswell aswhat they want: a positive,
encouraging home with both parentsliving
together in peace. Their future, and that of
our communities and ultimately our
nations, dependsonit. Gnv
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ow often do you find yoursdlf faced with asit-

uation where you know you should say no,

and you may even want to, but you don’t

because of what others may think?? For many

of us, such situations happen dl too often. So

how do we deal with them?How do we keep
from acting against our better judgment?

Thedifficulty oftenliesin our not wanting othersto think
badly of us, sowefind it hard to say no. Y, if werefuseto
Say no, we can end up getting in trouble or hurting ourselves
or others. We could even end up breaking the law of God.

If you find yourself taken advantage of because you can't
bring yourself to utter apolite but firm no, consider some of
the excusesyou've probably heard:

«“| knew hewas driving too fagt, but my friendswere
inahurry.”

«“| knew it wasillegd to drink, but the otherswanted to.”

« | didn't agree with the group, but | didn't want to stand
out esdifferent.”

«“| shouldn’t have givenin, but everyone elsewasdoing it

Situations like these often place usin compromising posi-
tionswhenit comesto our beliefs and standards, family rules
or desires. But it is possible to come up with reasonable and
friendly ways of saying no. The next time you're faced with
adilemmawhen you know you should say no, consider
someof thefollowing.

Gobytherules Makeyour refusal impersona. Thishelps
counter the problem of being pressured into doing something
you know you shouldn’t do, whether you're at school or with
friends. When faced with invitationsto do things you know
you shouldn't—smoke, try drugsor drink acohol illegaly,
cheat or engageinillicit activity—explain that your family
members agree to follow specific rules so the answer hasto be
no. Thismay be hard & firt, but you'll find your friendswill
respect you morewhen you tekeamora stand.

Going by the rules can adso help when you're faced with
people who drive dangeroudy, drink illegaly or too much,
or otherwise exert an unwanted influence over you.

Anexcellent example, expressed lyrically, isin Andrew
Lloyd Webber'smusical production Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat. It takes us back to the biblical
story of Joseph, ataented, good-looking young man who,
dthough adave, managed the estate of Potiphar, an Egyp-
tian nobleman. All was going well for the young man until
the nobleman’swifetried to seduce him.

The seduction scene, according to Mr. Webber, goes
thisway:

Joseph'slooks and handsomefigure,
Had attracted her attention,

Every morning she would beckon,
“Comeand liewith melove”

Joseph wanted to resst her,

Till one day she proved too eager,
Joseph criedinvain,

“Please stop, | don't believein freelove”

Thebiblical account describes Potiphar’ swife repeatedly
trying to seduce Joseph. But he resists, telling her: “ Thereis
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noone
gregter in
thishouse
than |, nor has
he [her husband]
kept back any-
thing from me but
you, becauseyou
arehiswife. How
then can | dothis
great wickedness,
andsnagaing
God?’ (Genes's
39:9).

But the woman per-
gded. “Soitwas as
she spoketo Josgph
day by day, thet hedid
not heed her, toliewith
her or to bewith her.
But it happened about this
time, when Joseph went
intothehousetodo his
work, and none of themen
of thehousewasinside,
thet she caught him by his
garment, saying, ‘Liewith
me” But heleft hisgar-

You

Can Say

And Still
eep Your
Friends

Sometimes if you
don’t say no you can

ment in her hand, and s

fled and ran outsice’ end up hurting your-

(verses10-12). .
After hisrepected §elf. The_ challenge is

refusalsto engagein in learning to say no

immordlity, hisdeci- without offending

sionnot to betray his .

maste—and not o others and losing

Sy God— friends.

Joseph had only

oneoption: to

literdly run

fromtheevil. by Graemme Marshall
This

incidentis

echoed millennialater in the apostie Paul’ swords: “ Flee sexud
immordity. Every sinthat aman doesisouts de the body, but
hewho commits sexual immordity Snsagaing hisown body”
(1 Corinthians 6:18).

Joseph politely refused when pressured by the boss'swife
to dowrong. He didn’t weaken. He recognized the would-be
seductress's proposition asadap in the face of Joseph's
spiritua Father, the Creator God.

Because of Joseph'svaues, he smply would not allow that
sort of thing to occur. When the woman persisted in her amo-
rous advances, he avoided the source of temptation asmuch
aspossible: He kept away from her. When shefinally trapped
him into acompromising situation, Joseph smply fled.

The Biblerecordsthat Joseph paid asteepinitial pricefor
hisrefusad to compromise. Potiphar’swife accused him of



attempted rape, and Potiphar had him saving thegroup alot of trouble.

thrown injail. In the end, however, God richly Say no by asking others
rewarded Joseph for his upstanding character towalk in your shoes.
and refusal tosin. Oneway you can

Therest of the story reveals Joseph eventualy courteoudy refuse
becoming the second-most-powerful maninthe isby helping
ancient superpower of Egypt. other
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Say no by showing what needsto be donefor a yes.
What do you do when asalesman pressuresyou to
buy something?If you areinterested, you might
explainthat if you are shown the

L

exact item you want,
in the color and style you want, and
for theright price, then ygu might buy. Don't
giveinto doing things againgt your will.
We can learn from the tragic love tory of Samson, an
unusualy strong man and one of the heroes of ancient
Israel. Samson became romantically involved with a
woman named Delilah (Judges 16:4). Allowing his
emotionsto get the best of him, he ended up thetar-
get of asinigter plot. Thelocd Philiginerulers set
him up by paying her to snare him (verses 5-6).
On three occasions Delilah asked super-
man Samson to revedl the secret of his
great strength. For awhile he successfully put her off until
finally, under the pressure of constant questioning, flattery
and accusationsthat if he didn’t answer her he must not
love her, herelented.

Samson suffered for hisindiscretionin confiding in
Ddlilah. The story’s heartrending conclusion revealsthe ugly
consequences of giving in when one should have held firmin
hisconvictions (verses 15-17, 21). We should placeamuch
higher priority on living arighteous and upright life than on
activitiesthat could place usin compromising Situations.

Stand firm when you know you're right. When others
suggest you do something you don’t want to do or know you
shouldn’t do, offer aternatives. Tell them: “1’m sorry, but
| just can't do that. However, I'd be glad to join you if you'd
liketotry thisother ideaiinstead.” You might just end up

people
appreciate
your problem and
why you haveto say

no. After dl, what would

they doif they had your home-

work to complete? What would they do if they had an exam
coming up and were being asked to neglect preparing for it?
What would their answer beif they had to face your priorities?

Explainto othersthat your refusal isthe proper and sens-
blething to do at the time. This hel ps reasonable people
understand why you have to say no to their request.

Along with asking othersto walk in your shoes, it helpsto
try towalk in theirs. It'saso wise to avoid coming across as
if you think you are better than they are.

When faced with the need for adelicate refusal without
hurting others' feelings, be firm but kind. If you're enticed
to go against your principles, be strong in your resolve
to choose right and say no to wrong. Remember that a
refusal ismore readily accepted when given in awarm
and friendly manner.

When faced with having to say no, say it gracefully and
withasmile. Gv
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’I;lis is one of the great questions of life: What happens when we die? Is death the end of human
existence and consciousness, or do we continue in some other place or state of being? Do we go to a
place of everlasting reward or eternal torment? Are we destined to be reincarnated, coming to life again
in a different body in a seemingly endless cycle of living and dying? Will we ever see deceased loved
ones again? Is there somewhere you can go to find the answers?

In spite of centuries of research, science cannot tell us when, where or how
life began. Only one source tells us how life began and for what purpose.
Shouldn’t we go to that source to understand the mystery of death?

The Bible tells us exactly what happens after death. It tells us what happens

to those who have done right and wrong and reveals the fate of the billions

of people who have never known God and His way of life. Most churches

claim to teach what the Bible says—but what does it really reveal? You
need to discover the answers yourself. You'll be shocked when you find
out what the Bible really teaches about what happens after death!

What Happens After Death? will help you understand the incredible
truth about this great mystery. For your free copy, write or call our
.\ office in your coun-
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