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Can You Know What Lies Ahead?

We greet the dawn of anew year with excitement and enthusiasm. A new
year brings new opportunities, an occasion for afresh start. Weimagineall
sortsof new possihilities.

Thisyear, 1999, brings aspecid tinge of anticipation aswe count downto
midnight on Dec. 31, 2000, which will mark theend not only of century but
amillennium. Only atiny fraction of humanity has ever heard the clock strike
that magica moment that separates any one 1,000-year period from the next.

Thedart of anew year isatimefor reflection, for considering wherewe have
comefrom, wherewe are and wherewe are going. So whet lies ahead for us?

Much of The Good Newsis devoted to news—especidly significant news
events and articles about world conditions. But there's more to the magazine
than just that. Weliketo think of The Good News as a news magazine with
adifference.

Many magazines and newspapersreport the news. Many do an admirable
job of keeping usinformed of eventsin far-off corners of theworld. But few if
any of them explain why these events occur. They have no basisfor explaining
why certain things come to pass or why some conditions never seemto change
in spite of our best effortsto find solutions.

In spite of our ingenuity, we human beings are frudtratingly incapable of
s0lving some of our mogt basic problems: our inability to get dong with one
another; the seeming impossibility of erasing poverty and hunger; our govern-
mentsand leadersfocused on preserving and expanding their own power
rather than empowering their citizensto better thair lives; the ggp between
the havesand the have-nats.

Writers, editorsand publishers have their sourcesto help them make sense
of eventsinthe news. So havewe at The Good News. We have aprimary
source. Although our source has never been proven wrong, most people
remain suspicious of or flatly reject the source of most of our knowledge. Most
writers, editors and publishers pay no attention at dl to our source. Asaresult,
athough they can tell you thewho, what, when, where and how of the news,
they cannot tell you why.

Our source explainsthe why of world events. We relay that information
ontoyou.

Themain sourcefor The Good Newsisthe Bible. Thearticlesin The Good
News, including our regular newsfestures* Behind the Heedlines” and “World
Newsand Trends” arewritten from the perspective of God'sWord. That scrip-
tural understanding of God's purpose and plan for mankind, and Hisworking
out of that plan on earth, gives usthe edgein explaining why our world faces
themany problemsthat threaten our peace and sefety.

What will the next century—and the next millennium—bring?Will it bea
time of pexil, or will it beatime of man-made paradise? Thereare at present
severd waysinwhich human and anima life could be extinguished.

Without the knowledge provided by study and understanding of God's
Word, we could never know in advance whether our planet isdestined to be
asmoking, lifdesscinder hurtling through space or along-awaited utopia,
ashining, light-filled time beyond our imagination.

We can understand where thisworld is heeded—and why. We can under-
stand the factorsthat influence events around us. Buit it takes something that
we do not have on our own. Psalm 9:10 explainswhat we need: “ The fear of
the Lorp isthe beginning of wisdom; agood understanding have dl those
who do Hiscommandments”

Continue reading The Good News to gain this understanding we so
desperately need.

—Scott Ashley

The Good News

Good News

January/February 1999 Volume 4, Number 1

The Good News (ISSN: 1086-9514) is published bimonthly by the United
Church of God, an International Association, 5405 DuPont Circle, Suite A,
Milford, OH 45150. @ 1998 United Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation. Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form
without written permission is prohibited. Periodicals Postage paid at
Milford, Ohio, 45150, and at additional mailing offices.

Publisher: United Church of God, an International Association
Managing editor: Scott Ashley
Writer-researchers: Jerold Aust,

Roger Foster, John Ross Schroeder
Copy editor: Dixon Cartwright
Art director: Shaun Venish

Editorial reviewers:
John Bald, Bruce Gore, Paul Kieffer,
Graemme Marshall, Richard Thompson,
David Treybig, Lyle Welty, Dean Wilson

United Church of God Council of Elders:
Gary Antion, Aaron Dean, Robert Dick (chairman),
Jim Franks, Roy Holladay, Victor Kubik,
Dennis Luker, Les McCullough (church president),
Burk McNair, Joel Meeker, Leon Walker, Donald Ward

Subscriptions: Call (513) 576-9796 or write to The Good News, United
Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or con-
tact us at the office nearest you (see international addresses below). The
Good News is sent free to all who request it. Your subscription is provid-
ed by the voluntary contributions of members of the United Church of
God, an International Association, and others. Donations are gratefully
accepted and are tax-deductible in the United States. Those who choose
to voluntarily support this worldwide work are welcomed as coworkers
in this effort to proclaim the true gospel to all nations.

Personal contact: The United Church of God has more than 350 con-
gregations and 400 ministers in virtually all U.S. states and many coun-
tries. To contact a minister, or to find locations and times of services
nearest you, write or call the addresses listed or dial our fax information
service at (513) 576-9794. You can access our World Wide Web site on
the Internet at http://www.ucg.org/.

Scriptural references in The Good News are from the New King James
Version (© 1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc., publishers) unless otherwise noted.

International addresses:

Australia: United Church of God-Australia
GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia
Phone: 07 55 202 111  Free call: 1800 356 202
Fax: 07 55 202 122

Web site address: http://www.ucg-aus.org.au
E-mail: ucg@b022.aone.net.au

Bahamas: United Church of God
P.O. Box N8873, Nassau, Bahamas
Phone: (242) 324-3169 Fax: (242) 364-5566

British Isles: United Church of God
P.O. Box 4052, Milton Keynes, Bucks, MK13 7ZE, England
Phone: 0181-386-8467 Fax: 01772-601750

Canada: United Church of God-Canada

Box 144, Station D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada
Phone: (416) 231-9379, (800) 338-7779

Fax: (416) 231-8238 Web site address: http://www.ucg.ca

French-speaking areas: United Church of God
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
Phone: (513) 576-9796

Germany: Vereinte Kirche Gottes/Gute Nachrichten
Postfach 30 15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany
Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax: 0228-9454637

Italy: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita
Casella Postale 187, 24100 Bergamo, Italy.
Phone: 0039-035583474 Fax: 0039-035582140
Web site address: http://www.labuonanotizia.org

New Zealand: United Church of God
P.O. Box 22, Auckland 1030, New Zealand

South Africa: United Church of God

P.O. Box 4345, 2125 Randburg, South Africa
Phone: 011 886-4650 Fax: 011 886-7610
Web site address: http://www.ucg.org.za

Spanish-speaking areas: United Church of God
P.O. Box 458, Big Sandy, TX 75755, U.S.A.
Phone: (903) 636-4928

Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address changes to The Good
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.



Photos: From top, © 1998 PhotoDisc, Inc. (2); courtesy Trustees of the British Museum. Cover: © 1998 PhotoDisc, Inc.

Table of Contents

Cover Feature

The Year 2000: Peril or Paradise?

We seldom get to see the arrival of a new century, much less a new

millennium. Yet a new millennium is right around the corner, and

the countdown has begun. What can we expect in coming months

and years? Will we see a paradise on earth, or will dangerous trends

and conditions continue to escalate? Is there a way to know for sure? .. ... .. 4

Reflections on Europe

Europe is a continent undergoing enormous change as it looks to greater oo v 2 L
political and economic unity. Where will trends toward unity lead? Before
we can better see where Europe is going, we must first understand its Past. . . . . ..o oo 8

R What's Wrong With Our Governments?

This century has seen humanity reach dizzying heights in science, technology
and prosperity. Yet at the same time we are incapable of solving longstanding

The Lesson of Y2K: The “Millennium Bug”

Modern societies are heavily dependent on computers for everything from traffic
lights to televisions, from airplanes to electric power. But what will happen if
those things stop working? Could it happen? How did we get in this situation? . ... 14

Does marriage matter any more? 20

Isaiah: Prophet of the New Mind

The biblical book of Isaiah is a true literary classic, with words, phrases
and images that leap across the centuries to our day. But what is this

Today’s Family: Defining Marriage

Some people are clamoring for governments to recoghize same-sex marriages.
But what is a marriage, really? When and how did it originate? Should any
relationship be equated with marriage? What should marriage mean to us? . . .. 20

The Downfall of Judah: Exile to Babylon

The kingdom of Judah followed the poor example of the kingdom of Israel
in turning from God. Like Israel, Judah also was taken into national cap-

tivity. What do archaeological discoveries tell us about this turbulent time? . . . . . 22
World News and Trends An Overview of Conditions Around the World . .. ............ ... ......... 12
Profiles of Faith Josiah: A Kingdom Returns t0 God . . .. ..........ouueeiuiii .. 25
Just for Youth How to Make Murphy’s Law Work for You ... .........ooouiiiinna ... 30

January/February 1999 3



- The Yec

Peril or P

" . . The twentieth century has been less a century to celebrate than one to survive. And as
it draws to a close with threats to our continued existence multiplying both in scale and
number—so that to add to the evils.ef overpopulation, possible nuclear warfare and famine,
we face a new catalogue of environmental hazards and a legion of new microbial foes.”
—Marina Benjamin, Living at the End of the World

by John/ Ross Schroeder

wo digtinct views are extant on the millennia year 2000. The

differing perspectives neturaly prompt two crucid questions:

Istheworld at apoint of deep crisis aswe approach 2000?And
will thet critica year serve asastepping-stoneto agloriousfuture?

It dl depends.

Essentialy, most views are divided among doomsday forecasters
and millennid optimigs. The pessmidtic believethat the arriva of
2000 ismerely the harbinger of atroubled 21 century that will
threaten our survival even more than the previous one.

Onthe other hand, optimists predict that century 21 will usherin
autopian epoch of technology that will findly liberate usfromthe
age-oldillsof thehuman race.

Would-be visonaries regularly espouse both views. But which
of the two perceptionswill becomeredlity?

Oneidedist went so far asto say that “ paradiseishere now, if only
wewill accept it” Another titled hisarticle: “ Getting Better All the
Time” A third lightheartedly advised: “ Go away, ye merchants of

4 The Good News

gloom, y'(,_)ur wares are not wanted here, Let thegood timesroll.”
Other well-informed observersare not so sure. Redlistic Satistical
indicatorsarefar from encouraging. Consder, for example, world-
wide employment. A Financial Timesarticle predicted a“ blesk
futurefor theworld'sworkers” saying that “it is estimated thet by
1999 athird of theworld'slabour force will be either joblessor
underemployed” (Oct. 2). On the welInessfront, theWorld Hedlth
Organization predicted that cancer will doubleinthe next 20 years

(The Express, Oct. 19).
A more-realistic assessment

Norman Cousins (1915-1990) regularly looked to thefuturein
apositive vein. Yet even he recognized the enormity of the human
predicament in looking beyond 2000. In aninterview for his
book An Agenda for the 21t Century, he mentioned four pressing

problemsthat dog humanity.
* Wegponsthat can “ pulverize the human species”

Photos © 1998 PhotoDisc, Inc.



r 2000: __
aradise?

“The world has been preparing for the third millennium
of the Christian era in a spirit of optimism . . . World disaster
today? I don't think so.-The omens simply aren't there . . .
I am betting on a smooth: transition to the third millennium.”
—John Keegan, Defense Editor, The Daily Telegraph (London)

e Rl

1L s .

* Environmental deterioration so severe asto threaten natura
balancesthat are necessary to sudtain life.

« Worldwide hunger that takes millions of livesevery year.

« Worl dwide squalor and crushing poverty that sentence some
peopleand nationsto an existence of misery and suffering.

These problems, Mr. Cousins hastened to add, are not new. “But
they exi<, nowadaysin aform so heightened that people don’t want
to think about them.”

Although The Good News magazine publishesjust that—good
news—we recognize our obligation to bring serious problemsto the
atention of our readers. What makesthis magazine different isour
commitment to presenting the solid solutionsthe Bible offers. Does
the Bible have anything to say about the problemsthat threaten us?
Let’scongder 2000 from abroader biblicd and historical pergective.

What 2000 means to mankind
Manisawaysfascinated by time—even more so asevery day

bringsus neer'g theturn of the millennium. Welook to that datewith
amixture of anticipation and gpprehension. Theclock ticks. We
count the days aswe near the end of one century and the second mil -
lennium since the birth of Christ and ook forward to the beginning
of another 100 yearsand the onset of anew 1,000-year period.

Damian Thompson commented on peopl€'s preoccupation with
the otherworldly around benchmark dates on the calendar: “The
measurement of timeisinextricably bound up with belief inthe
supernatural . We need |ook:no further for proof of thisthan the cur-
rentsof revival and anxiety which are flowing through theworld's
religious communities asthe year 2000 gpproaches’ (The End of
Time, 1996, p. 3).

But what isit about 2000 that tendsto steer so many peopleinthe
direction of gpocayptic musings? Why should Christians—who, if
they have looked into the matter, redize that Jesus Christ was not
borninA.D. 1 (but 4 B.C.)—attach such great importancetoamere

date change?
January/February 1999 5



The Apdc‘alf('p‘t"ic-'PFdio'l‘;'etic View:
A Coming Time of Great Distress

A Vision of Isaiah, the Hebrew pia’ﬁ:tet: o R
“| will give children to be theiriprinc

, and'babes will rule over them. The people will
be oppressed,.every one by another and evéry oné by his neighbor; the.child will be
insolent toward the'elder, and the base towards the honorable” (Isaiah 3:4-5)."

A prophecy of Jeremiah:

“They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ when
there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14).

One of Ezekiel’s visions:

“They have blown the trumpet and made everyone ready; but no one goes to battle;
for My wrath is on all their multitude. The sword is outside, and the pestilence and famine
within” (Ezekiel 7:14-15).

God's word to Zephaniah:

“The great day of the Lorp is near .. . That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and
distress, a day of devastation and desolation, ... a day of trumpet and alarm ..."
(Zephaniah 1:14-16).

The word of God to Joel:

“Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lorp is coming, for it is at
hand; a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness” (Joel 2:1-2).

From the mouth of Moses:

“. .. If you do not obey the voice of the Lorp your God . . . all these curses will come
uponyou. .. Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. Cursed
shall be your basket and your kneading bow!. Cursed shall be the fruit of your body and
the produce of your land.. . ." (Deuteronomy 28:15-18).

God's Word through Hosea:

“...The Lorp brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: ‘There is no truth or
mercy or knowledge of God in the land. By swearing and lying, killing and stealing and com-
mitting adultery, they break all restraint, with bloodshed upon bloodshed’ ” (Hosea 4:1-2).

An end-time prophecy of Daniel:
" And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even
to that time"” (Daniel 12:1).

6 The Good News

MarinaBenjamin put it thisway: “Weache
to place the present moment inits proper per-
Spective so that we may know wherewe stand
inrelaionto theentire sweep of time” (Living
at the End of the World, 1998, p. 5). In other
words, wewould like to know what will hap-
pen and how wefit into the picture. Peopletry
to divinethe shape of thefuture.

Numbers convey asense of order, destine-
tion and limit. They bring our mortality into
sharper focus. Wewill liveonly solongin
the flesh, so we are curious about tomorrow,
the day after and next year. Solomon wrote
that “manisgreatly troubled by ignorance
of thefuture’ (Ecclesiastes 8:6, Revised
English Bible).

Numbers point to helpful patterns. They
alow ustowrest order and meaning from
aconfusing mixture of chaotic events. God
Himsalf impaoses order upon Hiscregtion.
The seven-day week isacasein point. Each
day isspecificaly recounted in Genesis 1, and
God did something different during every one
of those original 24-hour periods.

Men and women, madein God'sown
image (Geness 1:27), share some of His
characterigtics (dthough not His perfect char-
acter). Sowelook for historic patternsthat
explain events and impose order, epecidly
inour chaotic age marked by atorrent of new
knowledge and information.

Cdendricd patternscan help. Wrote
Damian Thompson of mankind'squest for
meaning: “The exigence of adivineplanfor
humanity which can be glimpsed by arrang-
ing man’sexperienceinto epochs has been
taken for granted in every society which has
recorded higtory” (The End of Time, p. 3).
TheBibleshowsthereredly isadivineplan.

The Bible and millennial numbers

Scriptureitsdlf lays greet stressonthe
importance of the number 1,000. Psdm 90
(aprayer of Moses) mentionsthe millennia
number in the context of man’s mortality and
thenaturd limitsof hislifeon earth. “For a
thousand yearsinYour [God's] Sight arelike
yesterday whenit is pagt, and likeawatchin
thenight .. . Thedaysof our livesare seventy
years...” (verses4, 10).

Many centuries after Moses, the apostie
Peter usesthissamethemeto help explainto
members of the early Church why the second
coming of Christ might not occur intheir life-
times. “But, beloved, do not forget thisone
thing, thet with the Lord one day isasathou-
sand years, and athousand years as one day”
(2 Peter 3.8).

Modern manisnearly dwaysinahurry.
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By contrast, God is patient and guides
events and conditionswhen necessary to
alow Hisplanto unfold properly, firmly
hoping that in the meantime we will turn
to Himin repentance (verse 9).

At theend of theapodtalic era, near the
closeof thefirg century, the gpostie John
foretold a1,000-year period of utopian pesce
and prosperity when Jesus Chrigt will rulethe
earth (Revelation 20:4-6). Revelation 20
mentionsthis 1,000-year span no fewer than
six times,

Conddering the origina pattern of asix-
day creationimmediately followed by God's
seventh-day rest, some have predicted a
6,000-year age of man that would precede
amillennid rest period (Hebrews 4:1-9). If
true, God's plan for man would be carried out
over a7,000-year period.

Inascholarly volume about world chronol-
ogy, The Timetables of Higtory (1991), most
of the entriesregarding man’scivilized
activity beginaround 4,000 B.C.

Biblica chronology also indicatesthat we
could be closeto theend of 6,000 yearsfrom
the cregtion of thefirst man, Adam. Biblical
researchers have estimated from Old and
New Testament chronologies (Genesis5,
Luke 3, eic.) that the generd timeframefrom
the credtion of Adam to the birth of Christ
was somewherein the neighborhood of 4,000
years. It has been dightly more than 2,000
yearssncethetimeof Chris’shirth (4 B.C.).

Thisisamuch more complex computa:
tion than most peoplerealize. Archbishop
James Ussher (Anglican primate of Ireland)
published hisfamous study of hiblical
chronology inthe mid-17th century.
Although specifics of hiswork arejudged as
much too precise, his estimated figure of
4,000 yearsfor the hiblical chronology from
Adamto Christ isgenerally accepted.

Certainly this computation involved much
morethan sitting around on arainy afternoon
counting up the numbersinthe Bible. It was
apaingtaking labor of biblical scholarship,
even requiring comparison with certain
nationdal historiesin which gaps occurred
intherecords, such asthetime between the
two testaments.

A broader perspective

Manisnot the only being imbued with the
ability to hold multiple viewpoints. God's
Word aso gives us different views of the
future. The big differenceisthat, while
human observersmostly divide between
the optimistic and pessimistic outlooks, the

Continued on page 29

Beyond 2000:"Utopian Prophecies
of the World to Come

A vision of Isaiah: - g g o

“The wolf also shall dwell with the Ia";nb, the leopard shall lie down with the young
goat, the calf and the young lion and the fatling togethef; and,a little child shall lead
them ... They shall not hurt nor destroy'in all My holy mountain .. .“(lsaiah 11:6-9).

A prophecy of Jeremiah:

" At that time Jerusalem shall be called The Throne of the Lorp, and all the nations
shall be gathered to it, to the name of the Lorp, to Jerusalem .. . In those days the house
of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel!" (Jeremiah 3:17-18).

The Word of God to Ezekiel:

“Thenl.will give them one heart, and | will puta new spirit within them . . . and give
them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my judgments and do
them; and they shall be my people, and | will be their God" (Ezekiel 11:19-20).

The message of Micah:

" .. They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. But
everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall make them
afraid. .."” (Micah 4:3-4).

A vision of Zephaniah:
“The Lorp your God is in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over

you with gladness, He will quiet you in His love, He will rejoice over you with singing”
(Zephaniah 3:17).

Daniel’s millennial vision:

“Then the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdoms under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the people, the saints of the Most High ..."” (Daniel 7:27).

God's word to Amos:

" '‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lorb, ‘when the plowman shall overtake the
reaper, and the treader of grapes him who sows seed; the mountains shall drip with
sweet wine, and all the hills shall flow with it . . . They shall build the waste cities and
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; they shall also make
gardens and eat fruit from them’ ” (Amos 9:13-14).
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Behind the Headlines

Reflections on Europe

To better see where Europe is headed, consider its past.

by Melvin Rhodes

l l rowns and thrones may perish, kingdomsrise and nationslike Australia and Canada have shared
wane, but the church of Jesus constant will remain.”  in through their tiesto the throne.
Remember thewords of “Onward Christian Thismeansthat anybody living in any of these

Soldiers’? They come hometo youwhenyoutravel  countriesisnot asold asthe country itself. Our
in Centra Europe. | had an opportunity to dojust memoriesare of stability, sowefind it difficult to
that in early September, accompanying my parents  understand the turmoil of other nations during our

ontours of three cities—Prague, Budapest and lifetimes. It isno exaggeration to say that many
Vienna—with other stops en route. European nations are younger than most of you

Wejoined 32 other people on our bus, dl from reading this magazine.
the north of England, where | grew up and where The Czech Republic and Sovakia, for example,
my parentslive. | found it fascinating to hear their ~ two of the countries | recently visited, are barely five
comments on the emerging European Union. years old (even when united, their history began

. . . only in 1918). Theformer Czechodovakiawas

Understanding continental history created out of the northern end of the Austro-

People from the Anglo-Saxon countries (includ- ~ Hungarian Empire after the First World Wer.
ing Americans) find it difficult tograsp history and ~ Today’sHungary itsalf islessthan 10 yearsold.
Bible prophecy. Thereason isquite smply that our TheAustrian Republic, asit isnow configured,
nations have been around so long. did not comeinto existence until 1955. The Federd
The United States, for example, athough only Republic of Germany did not exist until 1949—and,
about 220 years old, has enjoyed more than 130 with its present borders, it isonly seven yearsold.
years of peace and stability, with a continuous Even France' s Fifth Republicis celebrating only its
politica system within the same stable borders 40th anniversary.
sincethe end of the Civil War. England has done Of course, nations, cultures and kingdoms
even better, with almost 300 years of stability existed on the same pieces of land for centuries
under the present royal house, asubstantiaity that  before the present political boundaries were drawn.

Itis no
exaggeration to
say that many
European nations
are younger than
most of you
reading this
magazine.

[$)
£
[
2
q
2
2
a
o}
[}
R
©
P
2
2
a
by
3
[}
%
S
&
=

8 The Good News



Today's Europe is a fascinating mixture of the ancient and mod-
ern. State-of-the-art transportation and other conveniences

contrast with centuries-old cathedrals and castles that constantly
remind Europeans of their long and often-unstable past.

Ancestors of the citizens of many of
today’s nations lived on those landsfor
centuries and helped shape the Continent.
But the past, asthey say, was another coun-
try, noless so than Colonia Americawas
distinct from what the United States of
Americaistoday.

These changes have had their effect on
the peoples of theselands. WhereassAmeri-
cansand Britonshave beenlulled into a
sense of security, the peoples of nationsthat
have endured decades of war, foreign domi-
nation, politica uncertainty, revolutions,
divisonsand financid upheaval suffer from
what the Germansrrefer to as Zukunftsangst,
acongtant worry about thefuture.

| have often observed that, whereas
most American males read the sports page
first, most European men don’t. When
traveling on the London underground it’s
instructive to see what people are reading.
Most are perusing a newspaper—there
are plenty to choose from—but most peo-
ple do not read the sports pagefirst. The
front page often impactstheir daily lives
inaway that Americanswould find diffi-
cult to understand. Accordingly, the aver-
age European citizenisusualy better
informed about the issues of the day than
the average American.

Perspectives on the euro

It came asno surprise, then, that the peo-
pleon our tour al had an opinion onthe
euro, the new currency that is supposed to
tie 11 European nations together beginning
thisyear. The United Kingdomisnot one of
the 11. The ruling Labour government isin
favor of the euro but will not consider
adopting it until after the next eection, due
in 2002. The opposition Conservative Party
issomewheat divided over theissue, with
mogt of its members decidedly against the
euro, including party leader William Hague.

Itisdifficult for many in the United
States to understand theissues here. Think
of it thisway: What if Americawere form-
ing an economic union with the other
nations of the Americas, and acommon
currency wasto be set up and run by an
independent bank based in South America?
Inthis scenario, athree-year trangtion to
the new money would start in January, with
the U.S. dollar and the new pan-American
currency to be accepted in al businesses,
but by the year 2002 the dollar would be
phased out and only the new currency
would remain. The Super Federal Reserve
would be based in South America

In the above scenario, it's doubtful that
many Americanswould support the change.
Yet opinion polls show that just under 50
percent of the British electorate supports
the euro. Onethird are opposed, whilethe
othersremain undecided or uninterested.

Britain leery of German dominance

The dominant nation of the euro will be
the economically most successful country,
undoubtedly Germany, with which Britain
has fought two mgjor conflictsthis century.
The British people are, in effect, being
asked to hand over control of their finances
to peoples of other nations, principaly their
former enemy.

Britonsleery of the euro include the polit-
icd editor of The Daily Mail, who wrote on
Nov. 20: “Germany’sambition to dictate
British tax rateswas made starkly clear yes-
terday. Oskar Lafontaine, the country’s new
|eft-wing finance minigter, insisted that EU
memberswho sign up to the euro must aso
accept aco-ordinated tax policy. ‘A unified
currency areaneedsafair and equal tax
framework, he said. The prospect horrified
UK businessleaders. Harmonisation would
inevitably mean risesin both company and
incometax, asBritish ratesare currently

among thelowest in Europe”

London remainsthe world'sbiggest
center for international finance, arolethat
beganin colonia times. The British pound
isgtill amajor currency, though not asvital
totheworld trading system asit oncewas.

Britain haslost agreat dedl of itsinde-
pendence sincejoining the European Com-
munity in 1973, but losing its own currency
and adopting one controlled mostly by oth-
erswould beitshiggest single step away
from independence. Whatever Britain
decides, itsrole asan international financial
center will be affected.

For hundreds of yearsthe British people
struggled againgt continental domination to
preservetheir freedom and the freedom of
othersand the unity of the multitude of
nations that formed the British Empire until
fairly recent times. Successive British
governments based their foreign policieson
not getting involved in European affairsany
more than they had to, but alwaysbeing
ready to interveneto stop any single Euro-
pean power from growing too powerful.

Now the British have completely
reversed the safe policy of centuriesto
become apart of the latest European super-
power, which some observers see asthe
German-led European Union.

Nations in waiting

Other nations, too, are growing increas-
ingly enamored of the EU. Formerly
communist nationsin Eastern Europe are
turning their eyes from the East to the West:
to Western Europe, that is. All seem to want
to beapart of the EU.

The Czech Republic and Hungary are
two of the most successful formerly
communist nations. Hungary’s economy
has taken off since the end of the commu-
nist era, showing signs of successful

Continued on page 28
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What's Wrong

With Our Governments?

Why do so many problems seem to defy solution? Why isn’t government
effective at preventing and solving our longstanding problems?

“A phenomenon
noticeable
throughout history
... is the pursuit
by governments
of policies contrary
to their own
interests. Mankind,
it seems, makes a
poorer perfor-
mance of govern-
ment than of
almost any other
human activity.”

Barbara Tuchman,
historian and author

10 The Good News

by Gary Petty

ow will historians|ook back on the events of
thelast few decades? How will they interpret
the collgpse of the Soviet Union, the reunifica:
tion of Germany, themora decay of the United
States and other Western nations or the reasons
for theAIDS epidemic?

Libraries bulge with books explaining the socid,
moral, economic, military, religious, agriculturd,
environmental and politica reasonsthat every gov-
ernment from the ancient Sumeriansto Nazi Ger-
many hasultimately endedinruin. The cyclerepests
itself againand again.

Rudyard Kipling captured the essence of thecycle
of man'sinability to govern himsdlf in hisnovel The
Man Who Would Be King. Thetale describestwo
British soldiersin 19th-century Indiawho decided to
travel into remote mountainsto find an “uncivilized”
peopleand st themsdves up askings.

Inthe course of the story, the two sol dierstake over
asmall mountain tribe, teach its membershow to use
firearmsand proceed to conquer the neighboring
tribes. They indtitute abenevolent dictatorship.

At first the self-styled English kings seemto bring
progressto thetribes. Eventualy the mountain
people begin to ook on the pair asgods.

The Englishmen'sfavored condition persits until
oneof themen makesamorous advancestoward a
locd girl. Thisleadsthe villagersto decidethat their
rulersaren’t redly gods. The pair are dethroned; one
iskilled, the other tortured. The second man livesjust
long enough to escape and tell hisstory.

It seemsthat man needs government, lavsand
|eadership for hisown good, but peopletend to
corrupt themselves by the very power inherent
in government.

The Roman Empire and the United States

Why do great nations and even empires decline
and fal? No great power's collgpse has spawned
more discussion than thet of the Roman Empire.
Although many differences between ancient Rome
and the United States are gpparent, many unsettling
gmilaritiesdemand serious consderation.

Taylor Cadwell wrote ahistorical-fiction account

of thelife of the apostle Paul inthe ancient Roman
world. Intheintroduction to Great Lion of God, she
refersto conclusions she drew from her research:

“. .. TheRomanworld was declining in the days
of Saul [Paul] of Tarshish asthe American Republic
isdeclining today—and for the same reasons:
Permissvenessin society, immordity, theWelfare
State, endlesswars, confiscatory taxation, the brutd
destruction of the middle-class, cynica disregard
of the established human virtues and principlesand
ethics, the pursuit of materidistic wedlth, the aban-
donment of religion, vend paliticianswho cater to
themassesfor votes, inflation, deterioration of the
monetary system, bribes, crimindity, . . . theloss
of masculine sturdiness and the feminization of the
people, scandasin public office, plundering of the
treasury, debt, the attitude thet * anything goes, the
toleration of injustice and exploitation, bureaucracies
and bureaucratsissuing evil ‘regulations almost
every week, the centrdization of government, the
public contempt for good and honarable men, and,
abovedl, the philosophy that ‘ God isdead, and thet
manissupreme’ (1970, pp. Xi-xii).

IsAmericaheaded down the same path asancient
Rome? Paliticiansdam their platformsand agendas
can solve our problems, yet much of the\Western
world continuesto faceaspird of crime, illega-drug
use, broken marriages and economic uncertanty.
The paradox isthat governmentstend to perpetuate
the problemsthey are supposed to solve.

Historian Barbara Tuchman writesin her classic
exposition of human government, The March of
Fally: “A phenomenon noticeable throughout history
regardiessof place or period isthe pursuit by govern-
mentsof policies contrary to their own interests.
Mankind, it ssems, makes a poorer performance of
government than of dmost any other human activity.
In this sphere, wisdom, which may be defined asthe
exercise of judgment acting on experience, common
senseand availableinformation, isless operaive and
morefrudirated than it should be’ (1934, p. 4).

In the beginning
How did such bad government originate?



When God crested humankind, He gave
Adam and Eve basicindructionson how to
governthisplanet: “ So God crested manin
Hisownimege, intheimage of God He
created him; male and femal e created them.
Then God blessed them, and God said to
them, *Befruitful and multiply; fill the earth
and subdueit; have dominion over thefish of
the seq, over thehirdsof theair, and over
every living thing that moveson the earth’”
(Genesis 1:27-28).

But our first parents choseto disregard
God'sruleover their lives, instead partaking
of “good and evil” (Genesis 3) and establish-
ing their own style of government. The
pattern was s

Since then, human history hasbeen one
agonizing experiment by tribes, city-dtates,
nations and empiresto cregte systems of
government—all of which eventudly failed.
Although someforms appear to be better
than others, al contain the seeds of their own
destruction. It wasWinston Churchill who
observed that democracy wastheworst form
of government, “except for dl the others”

Thiscycleof falure hasled many leaders
of nationsto concludethat redl peace, judtice
and progperity for dl mankind can only be
brought about by oneworld government.
Woodrow Wilson, president during World
Wer |, died abroken man because of hislost
dream of the League of Nations. Many are
samilarly disllusioned today over thefailure
of the United Nationsto crestered peace
and unity for humanity.

But why should governmentsfail?Why
canwefind no lagting solutions? The reason
issmple The problem with human govern-
ment isman himsdif.

A government that works
Thewordsof the prophet Isaiah portend a

timewhen theMessiah, the Prince of Peace,
will bring asuccessful government tothe
world. “ For unto usa Childisborn, unto us
aSonisgiven; and the government will be
upon His shoulder. And Hisnamewill be
called Wonderful, Counsdlor, Mighty God,
Everlagting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of Hisgovernment and peacethere
will be no end, upon thethrone of David and
over Hiskingdom, to order it and establishit
with judgment and justice from that time for-
ward, even forever. The zed of the Lorp of
hogswill performthis’ (Isaiah 9:6-7,
emphasis added throughot).

When Jesuswalked the earth, Hisfellow
Jawswerewaiting for the Messiah to gppear
and establish thiskingdom. To afew, Jesus
reveded Himsdf asthe Messiah of these
prophecies, dthough His messege about the
Kingdom wasn't exactly whet they expected.

Even Hisdisciplesbdlieved Jesuswould
immediately overthrow their Roman over-
lords and establish apowerful Jewish nation
in Judea. However, Jesustold them Hewould
be rgected by men, leaveand thenreturn to
egtablish the Kingdom. Inthe meantime,

His sarvantswould haveto live as members
of HisKingdom while surrounded by the
hodtility of Satan’'srule (Luke 19:11-27).

After Jesus death and resurrection, His
followers eventually realized that the Mes-
sianic world rulership would not take place
intheir lifetimes. Yet they were dready
spiritud citizensof HisKingdom. Ina
real way Chrigtiansfind themselves both
“heirs’ of afuture Kingdom (James 2:5;

1 Corinthians 15; 2 Timothy 4:1) and
“ambassadors’ of that Kingdom to adying
world (2 Corinthians 5:20).

We can experience achange from despar
to hope by submitting to God'srule now.
Thisrequiresthat we dedicate our livesto

theKing of that Kingdom, Jesus Christ. Our
submission to Himwill demand changesin
our family lives, our example asemployees
and employers, theway wetrest our neigh-
bors, how we act a school, our willingness
to serve others, how werelateto God and
faththet thered answerstolife comefrom
obedienceto God'sWord.

The hope for the future

Future generationswill look back at this
point in history and recognizeit asjust
another chapter in mankind'sfailureto gov-
ernitsalf. Humanity must redizethat onits
own it cannot solve the problems of govern-
ment, agriculture, indugtry, education, family,
hedth and persond relationships. The Bible
revedsthat, with mankind on the brink of
Hf-degtruction, Jesus Christ will returnto
s0lvethese problems and show man how to
live by establishing God's Kingdom on earth.

You have the opportunity to teste that
Kingdom now, eveninthemidst of aworld
filled with hopel essness, poverty, wer, vio-
lence and higotry. The answer isaccepting
God'sruleinyour life. Futureissuesof The
Good Newswill show you more solutionsto
human problemsfrom the Bible—solutions
thet can transformyour life. G

RecoMMENDED READING

Discover for yoursdlf what the Bible
says about solutionsto mankind's
problems. Be sureto request What I's
Your Destiny? and The Gospel of the
Kingdomto better understand how
God'sKingdom will affect your life
now and in thefuture. They arefreefor
the asking when you contact our office
inyour country (or the country nearest
you) listed on page 2.

ans 4:13-18; Revelation 11:15-19).

9:6-7; 11:1-10).

Revelation 3:21; 5:9-10; 20:4-6).

e He will rule the world with mercy and righteousness (Isaiah

e God's faithful servants through the centuries will be resur-
rected and rule with Jesus Christ (Daniel 7:13-18; 2 Timothy 2:12;

(Zechariah 8).

Prophecies of a Different Government

he Bible contains hundreds of prophecies about God's King-  bound and unable to influence mankind (Revelation 20:1-3).
T:Iom, which Jesus Christ will establish when He returns to earth.
And what a kingdom it will be! Notice a few of the major
prophetic themes from the Bible regarding the Kingdom:
e Jesus Christ will return to earth and rule from Jerusalem (Psalm
2; Jeremiah 3:12-19; Zechariah 14; Matthew 24:29-31; 1 Thessaloni-

* God's Spirit will be available to all mankind (Joel 2:28-32).

* The physical creation will be transformed (Isaiah 58:12; Ezekiel
47:1-12; Zechariah 14:4-11).

e Christ will establish a happy, poverty- and crime-free society

e Christ will abolish war and institute a time of worldwide peace

(Micah 4:1-7; Isaiah 2:1-4; 25:1-12).

e Christ's rule will be a time of prosperity and agricultural abun-

35:9; Hosea 2:18).

e When Jesus Christ begins His rule on earth, Satan will be

dance (Isaiah 35; Ezekiel 34:20-31; Hosea 2:18-23; Amos 9:11-15).
¢ The nature of hostile animals will be changed (Isaiah 11:6-9;

—Gary Petty
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A troubled Russia struggles with an uncertain
transition

The close of the Cold War
period nearly 10 years-ago
was more than only a vic-
tory for the Western pow-
ers. It brought the end of

a political “and- eco-

nomic way of life that
had dominated Russia
and the Soviet Union
since - 1917.: Subse-
quently the far-from-
smooth transition from
communism to capitalism
has ‘been:  fraught with
many pitfalls, and its even-
tual success is by no means sure.
Coming to terms with its loss of
superpower status, coupled with the loss
of satellite states and the Eastern European empire, has been
no easy task. In fact, many things trouble the Russians: a
beleaguered national government; NATO expansion; an
economy in tatters; a culture suffering from severe social
strains; the worst potato and grain harvest in years; and the
threat of imminent starvation in the‘coming months.

This last prospect most concerns \Western nations. After all,
Russia still has the world’s second-largest nuclear arsenal. As
Michael Binyon and Charles Bremmer reported for The Times
(of London), “Russia is on the brink of severe food shortages
that could pose a security threat to the West, intelligence
sources have concluded. The fears confirm Moscow’s predic-
tions that supplies could run out in weeks.”

However, the security threat is not the only thing to be
worried about. The Times continued: “The worryin \Western
capitals is that food shortages could lead to demonstrations
and rioting that might topple the government. This could
lead to unpredictable political consequences [including a
potential return to communism] as well as the possible flight
of thousands of refugees to the West.”

To help meet this threat, the European:Union has proposed

Many things trouble the Russians: an
economy in tatters, the worst potato and
grain harvest in years and the threat of
imminent starvation in the coming months.

an emergency food package of some 285 million British
pounds to stave off potential starvation. But even this solution
troubles Western observers. “EU officials have said that if aid
found its way into the wrong hands, it could end up back
on world markets, helping no one,” continued The Times.
"Russia must promise not to re-export the food."”

Some 70 years of communist rule is not going to be over-

verview

Unig asy

come easily. The needed transitions have caused, and will
continue to exact, much suffering. Former Soviet president
Mikhail Gorbachev wrote this year: “Russia’s horizons stretch
far beyond the desperate plans of those who see the year
2000 as a life-and-death political watershed.” For everyone's
sake, let us hope he is right. (Sources: The Times [London],
International Herald Tribune [London], The Financial Times
[London], The Houston Chronicle.)

Vatican seeks assured access to holy sites

As Israel and the. Palestinians negotiate on the future
of Jerusalem, the Vatican has requested "“internationally
guaranteed” access for traditional holy sites.

After a two-day conference on Jerusalem, Vatican foreign
minister Monsignor Jean Louis Tauran told reporters, “. .. We
ask that the uniqueness and the sacredness of the most holy
places of Jerusalem be internationally guaranteed.”

Israelis and Palestinians are deeply divided on the future
status of the city. Palestinians want the Arab-populated east
Jerusalem, location of most of the holy sites, as capital of a
possible future Palestinian state. Israel, which captured all of
Jerusalem in the 1967 war, has: made Jerusalem its own capi-
tal and repeatedly stated that it will not allow the city to be
divided again. (Source: Associated Press.)

The drive toward a European superstate

Ever since the first postwar steps toward the formation
of what we now call the European Union (EU), occasional
setbacks have stood in the way of unity. However, from the
founding Treaty of Rome; in 1957, onwards, the trend has
undeniably moved in the direction of an integrated Europe
and, according to Bible prophecy, toward a European
superpower that will astonish the world.

Germany's new chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder, has said
to his parliament that Bonn will use its 1999 presidency of
the EU "to drive forward” European integration. William
Hague, British- Conservative Party leader, immediately
reacted by warning that “the single currency posed'risks' to
Britain’s independence after Gerhard Schroeder . . . spoke
of his ambition of creating a federal Europe on German
lines” (emphasis added).

Mr. Hague further responded that the German chancel-
lor “has been honest enough to admit ‘what many fear’:
that the single currency is an important step on the roadto
political union.”

Make no mistake. Events in Europe are moving steadily
towards what the Bible refers to as the formation of
a “beast” power. Conception occurred many years ago,
and the embryo is fast growing in the European womb.
History, however, shows that the eventual birth will not be
easy because serious economic and social strains have
almost always been the precursors of major European
dictatorships.

A few leaders in Europe are already talking of a common
army (excluding the United States) that would entail many
states in one uniform, perhaps under one flag, and sending
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soldiers out to fight under one command. This would require
the subordination of certain sovereignties to a dominant
central authority reminiscent of this biblical passage: “And
the ten horns .. . . are ten kings who have received no king-

A few leaders in Europe are already
talking of a common army (excluding
the United States) that would entail
many states in one uniform, perhaps
under one flag, and sending soldiers out
to fight under one command.

dom as yet, but they receive authority for-one hour [a short
time] as kings with the beast. These are of one mind, and
they will give their power and authority to the beast [a supra-
national political leader].” (Sources: The Daily Telegraph
[London]; Revelation 17:12-13).

Pope helps build telescope

“The Pope has asked a team of top astronomers to try to
find ‘the fingerprints of God' amid the chaos of the cos-
mos,"” writes Jonathan Leake. The Vatican is helping con-
struct one of the earth’s most powerful observatories, on
Mount Graham in Arizona. The purpose is to find star sys-
tems and planets capable of supporting life as we -know it.

Although intricate and lawful patterns common to the
material universe should direct our minds to God (Psalm 19:1-
7; Romans 1:19-20), the fingerprints of our Creator are also
to be found nearer at hand—in His Word, the Holy Bible.
(Source: The Sunday: Times [London].)

Growth of British stepfamilies

Numerically speaking; nuclear families—those with chil
dren reared by parents in a lifelong marriage—are appar-
ently on the way out in Britain. “A Family Policy Studies
Institute report claims that by 2010, marriage, divorce and
remarriage will be the normal pattern of domestic life and,
assuming that at least one of the remarrying partners has
children; stepfamilies will outnumber nuclear ones.”

The numbers of stepfamilies are mushrooming. Of chil-
dren who are victims of divorce before age 16, more than
half will live in a stepfamily. With the 40 percent divorce
rate in Britain, 18 million children and adults are part of
stepfamilies. Sixty percent of second marriages fail, further
complicating the problem.

Lesley- White observed: “As lifelong partnership [mar-
riage] fades from absolute convention to romantic ideal,
remarriage is . . . the choice of those—especially women—

with economic options and a personal fulfillment to pur-
sue. Even the House of Windsor [the British royal family],
constitutionally obliged to keep the lines of dynasty pure,
has become an extended network of modern parenting
arrangements.”

the World

This is not good news for Britain. Although we can and
should sympathize in individual cases, the phenomenon as a
whole is exacting a fearsome toll on the nation. The National
Stepfamily Association saysthat "it takes two to 10 years for
the stepfamily to become a cohesive unit.” Research by the
Family Policies Studies Centre shows that stepchildren are
more likely to leave school with fewer qualifications, experi-
ence worse career prospects, start sexual relationships earlier
and run twice the risk of teenage illegitimacy.

The Bible record shows ancient nations murdering chil-
dren by making them “pass through the fire”"—by burning
them as a sacrifice to pagan gods. Many modern families are
sacrificing their children to a much more arduous life than
necessary. Such difficulties result from wholesale societal
rejection of God's laws of marriage as given:in the Bible.

The apostle Peter spoke of “the restoration of all things”
during Christ’s coming millennial reign on earth. Few things
are more in need of restoration today than that basic build-
ing block of society, the family. unit. (Sources: The Sunday
Times Magazine [London]; Deuteronomy 18:10; Acts 3:19-21.)

Teen ethics: a challenge for parents

Almost half of American teens have stolen, and most
admit to cheating and lying, according to a survey of middle-
and high-school students. At the same time most also say
that "good character” is important.

The survey, conducted by the Josephson Institute for
Ethics, found that 47 percent of high-school teens admitted
to stealing from a store within the last year. Seventy percent
confessed to cheating on a school test, and 92 percent admit-
ted they had lied to parents. The survey also found that older
teens were significantly more likely to have stolen, cheated
and lied than younger teens.

“There's no evidence that they’re moral mutants or that
they're inherently different than any other generation, but
they are cheating and:lying more,” said Michael Josephson,
president of the nonprofit Josephson Institute for Ethics.

“There’s no evidence that [American teens
are] moral mutants or that they're inher-
ently different than any other generation,
but they are cheating and lying more.”

(Michael Josephson was featured in an interview in the
November-December 1996 Good News.)

J. Angelo Corlett, founding editor in chief of the
Journal of Ethics, warns: "It should sound an alarm that
people don't take ethics seriously in our society, and that’s
been the case for some time.” Mr. Corlett added that the
survey reflects parents ability to instill ethics in their chil-
dren and noted that parents who teach strong moral val-
ues face powerful outside influences to the contrary.
(Source: USA Today.)

—John Ross Schroeder and Scott Ashley
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The Lesson of

Y2K

the ‘Millennium Bug’

“It has never happened before, and it will probably never happen again.
No technical hitch has ever been so pervasive, so expensive, or so potentially
damaging as the failure of many of the world’s computer systems to understand
the difference between dates in this century and the next.”

The Good News

—The Economist

by John Ross Schroeder

Y 2K isan abbreviation for the “millennium
bug.” It literally means* Year 2000

In brief, theY 2K computer problem issimply
that, in the’60s and’ 70s, and even into the ' 90s,
when computer memory was costly, most pro-
grammers used only two digitsto designate ayear
when writing software, so they wrote 1968, for
example, assimply “68." But soon some computer
systemswill read 00 as 1900 instead of 2000;
otherswill smply treat 00 as amistake—an
invalid date—and produce erratic results or just
shut down.

How Y2K will affect us

Since the day-to-day business, economy and
military infrastructure of much of theworld is
conducted through computer technology, the
potentia for massive technological breakdowns
isenormous.

Perhapsthe biggest intrinsic difficulty isthat the
problem appears so trivial that it has been hard for
politicians and businessmen to take the millennium
bug seriously. The process of attitude conversion
has been dow.

Yet, on amore practical level, “many time-
sensitive businesses have aready begun to hit
millennium problems; more will do so after the
start of 1999, and of the financial year spanning
1999, and 2000. Systemswill crash, components
will fail. Generaly thiswill causeirritation, not
catastrophe’ (The Economist, Sept. 19).

Of course, many Western governments and busi-
nesses around the world are earmarking enormous
amounts of money with the hope of fixing the
problem before Jan. 1, 2000. But the necessary
aterations are so minutely detailed and the repair

processes so arduous that many observersare
skeptical that technicians can meet the deadline—
especially since some governments and many
companies are only now beginning to address

the problem.

Interdependenceisamgjor factor. As Newsweek
(Atlantic edition, May 18) put it: “While some
businesses are responding aggressively to the prob-
lem, our computerswork in an incredibly complex
web of interdependence, and even if agiven bank
or auto manufacturer managesto stamp out al its
bugs, failures by partners and suppliers can till
grind thingsto ahalt.”

Some fundamentals

What isit about people that landed usin this prob-
leminthefirg place? Clearly the blame must belaid
onthefdlibility of human beings. What important
lesson should welearn from thefally of Y2K?

The book New World New Mind summarizes
our enigmain thisway: “Human inventiveness has
created problems because human judgment and
humanity’s ahility to deal with the consequences
of its creations lag behind its ability to create”
(1989, p. 9). In other words, our awvesome technol-
ogy isfast outrunning our wisdom and ability to
control technology. We are smply unableto ded
with its consequences.

Shortsightednessisamgjor factor in human prob-
lems. We live for the moment. Theimages on our
television screensviefor our too-short atention
gpans. We underval ue the lessons of history. We
take little thought of tomorrow and fail to under-
stand long-term cause and effect. Asthelate Carl
Sagan expressed it: “We are very devoted to the
short-term and hardly ever think about the long-term”
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(Billions & Billions, 1997, p. 67).

Even when we grasp, in alimited way,
long-term effects of our actions and
decisions, we don't appropriately follow
through. Lung cancer may terrify us, but
many continue to smoke.

Our record of human folly shows that
we lack both perspective and foresight.
Those who madethe original decisionsto
conserve memory space by using only two
digitsfor system dating did so for
reasonsthat were rational and sensible
at thetime.

Explained The Economist: “ Even those
who foresaw the year 2000 problem in the
computer’s early days chosetoignoreit,
for two good reasons. First abbreviating
dates made overwhelming economic sense
at thetime. Thisis hard to imagine now
that [computer] memory seems almost
limitless. . . The second reason for not
worrying about abbreviated dates was that
nobody expected software to last so long”
(emphasis added).

The perils of taking shortcuts

The wisest of the ancients, King
Solomon of Israel, understood man’s
shortsightedness:. “ Because the sentence
against an evil work isnot executed
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons
of menisfully setinthemto do evil”
(Ecclesiastes 8:11). If bad decisions and
unwise actionsdon’t yield immediate
consequences, we discount their long-
term effects. In developing and imple-
menting modern technol ogy, wefail to
face the long-term consequences of taking
easy shortcuts.

Environmental problems are another
textbook example. Our shortsighted eco-
logical actions havefilled the earth with
various types of pollution. Yet the easy
way of the moment can seem s atractive
to human beings. Solomon concluded:
“Though asinner does evil ahundred
times, and his days are prolonged, yet
| surely know that it will be well with
those who fear God, who fear before
Him” (verse 12).

Jesus Christ expressed the consequences
of the principle of cause and effect in this
way: “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide
isthe gate and broad isthe way that leads
to destruction, and there are many who go
inby it” (Matthew 7:13). Sooner or later,
following the easy way—the path of |east
resistance—catches up with us.
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The 2000 Bug: A Time Bomb for Chaos?

peculating on the events of the morning of Jan. 1, 2000, is
S everyone's business. It's that serious. The passing of just

one day on the calendar has the potential to wreak chaos
on the world.

Will communications and transportation fall into near-total
disarray with nations’ economies hitting the floorboard, or will the
first day of the year 2000 be only a temporary blip on the activities
of mankind—annoying and uncomfortable but manageable?

Edward Yardeni, chief economist for the international
investment firm of Deutsche Morgan Grenfel, predicts a 70 per-
cent chance of a serious global recession. Said Mr. Yardeni: “If
we have everything fixed in the United States [highly unlikely],
but major disruptions in Europe and total calamity in Asia and
Latin America, we're going to be affected in a very, very adverse
fashion” (Washington Times).

One big problem is public education. People simply do not
grasp the magnitude of our dependence on computers for
nearly every aspect of our lives. We even forget that our offen-
sive and defensive nuclear-weapons systems are controlled by
complex computer software. One major concern is that Russians
are not anywhere near close to solving the millennium-bug
problem resident in their military technology.

The Gartner Group in the United States is one of the leading
Y2K research firms in the world. It recently surveyed 15,000
companies in 81 countries and found, according to a recent
communiqué:

¢ Segments of companies and governments throughout the
world will not be prepared to deal with the Y2K problem
by 2000.

¢ In the United States, industry segments such as health care,
education, agriculture, construction, food processing, govern-
ments and companies of fewer than 500 employees are lagging

behind in compliance efforts. Many will simply not adequately
safeguard their critical systems by 2000.

e Countries already plagued with financial woes, sharp
increases in inflation, limited monetary reserves and high unem-
ployment are some of the same countries farthest behind with
year-2000 compliance.

* The biggest risk to the United States and American citizens
is the impact from companies and governments outside the
United States.

America is the wealthiest country and theoretically has
the resources and know-how to best deal with 2000. Yet the
Gartner Group points out several serious risks to American
well-being:

* Too many people may lose confidence in the banking sector.

¢ Interruptions could occur in the food or medical-supply chain.

e Local, city and town governments may not be able to
provide critical services.

The above risks are serious. Clearly, without banking, society
may come to a virtual halt, and the interruption of food
supplies would have horrific consequences.

What will really happen in 2000—and how seriously will
we be affected? No one knows for sure. We should, however,
stay aware of the problem and current developments, seek
the best professional opinion and act accordingly. But
one thing is for certain. Y2K clearly fits into the sobering
prophetic framework that The Good News has reported since
its inception.

Biblical prophecies—many of them truly frightening—are
not a matter of if, but when. But the time factor is variable. God
will work out national and global events in a way to best fulfill
His plan and purpose.

—John Ross Schroeder
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- Computer hardware and software come

_' _S.ource Book with foresight

vith handbooks to help us understand and
perate them. They arevital aidsto com-

The 200-plus-year history of the 10-
tribed House of Israel shows usthe
long-term consequences of stubbornly
persisting in awrong way of life. King

tomorrow take care of itself.

What action is required?
Individualy, we are unlikely to prompt

ehending the workings of our modern
machines and offer insight into dealing
with problems.
~ But, of much moreimportance, the
' Bibleisahandbook that helps usto under-
‘stand ourselves. Crucial parts of Scripture
- focus on human weaknesses and show
' ushow to overcome them.
' TheBiblefocuses on long-term conse-

a‘;’-ﬁ:fqumces Its pages peer far into the future
. and look back to man’s earliest begin-

~ nings. God'sWord enlarges our vision of

i

. lifeand helps usto grasp cause and effect.

0
ek
3

* first five books of the Bible) highlight the

Two key chaptersin the Pentateuch (the

cause-and-effect principle. Leviticus 26
and Deuteronomy 28 spell out the kinds

. of behavior that bring rewards of peace

and prosperity and the opposite actions
that result in amultitude of curses. Both
chaptersare worthy of careful study.
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after king, ruler after ruler, failed to obey
theliving God. Each made the same
mistakes as his predecessor. None learned
from the blunders of Jeroboam, the
northern kingdom'sfirst ruler.

The people as anation courted catastro-
phe by rejecting the laws of God. Finaly
the Israglites way of life ended in their
endavement to aforeign power. In con-
cern for their welfare, God sent several
prophets who advised the nation to change
course before disaster struck.

Elijah was one such prophet. Even
though he was one of the most righteous
and powerful of God's servants, the
House of Isragl virtualy ignored his
warnings and stayed on the foolish path
to destruction.

Most peoplerarely face the predictable
negative conseguences of their choices.
Itisfar easier to livefor today and let

anational course correction among our
own people. But we can take stepsto put
our personal livesin order and take rea-
sonable precautions (See “ The 2000 Bug:
A Time Bomb for Chaos?’).

We can face the future. We can get
in harmony with God'sway of lifeand
begin reaping the righteous fruits that
emerge from living according to His laws.
Gradually our liveswill beginto reflect
the remarkabl e benefits of our new
perspective and foresight.

If you would like to know more, please
request our free booklets What |'s Your
Destiny?, The Road to Eternal Life, How
to Understand the Bible and The Gospel
of the Kingdom. Or, if you would liketo
talk to someone about these important
spiritual matters, the telephone numbers
of many of our offices around the world
arelisted on page2. Gnv



Isaiah

Prophet of the New Mind

“Behold I will do a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19).

by John Ross Schroeder

hat makesaliterary work aclassc?
The words of amasterpiecetran-
scend the vagaries of time. They are
forever new. They apply to al gener-
ations. Their precepts range across millennia

Such alegendary work outlivesitstime and
circumstances. One such work is the book of 1sa-
iah. Transcending its historical context, Isaiahis
aclassic whose pages are not bound by any par-
ticular time. Isaiah was inspired by Onewho, its
author says, “inhabits eternity” (Isaiah 57:15).

If Isaiah were asingle book and not just one
of 66 in an anthology, it would still be aclassic.
Asitis, ancient Jewish authorities singled it out
for the beginning of amajor section of the Bible.

Isaiah properly epitomizes the books of the
Hebrew prophets. It isintroductory. Itsthemes
range across the age of man and—when you
understand it—beyond the age of humanity
into eternity.

The supremely important introduction

Theintroduction to a significant written work
iscritica to comprehending its contents. There
the author defines his purpose and to whom his
messageis directed.

Thisonebegins: “Thevision of Isaiah the son
of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah” (Isaiah 1:1).

Based on the dates of the reigns of theserulers
of the Kingdom of Judah, |saiah wrote around
740-685 B.C. Hismessageishigtorica. That is,
hisvision occurred in a specific place during a
specified period. So why should we, 27 centuries
later, concern ourselves with the contents of this
ancient Hebrew writing?

First we should understand to whom the
prophet’svision is addressed, along with who, if
anyone, isexempt from the authority of hiswords.
Inverse 2 Isaiah tells usto whom his message
applies. “Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!”

Isaiah’s messageisuniversal, for all peoples
of dl ages everywhere, and as such it demands
our closest attention.

Illustration by Michael Woodruff

Behind-the-scenes author

But what should concern usmost isthe ulti-
mate source of Isaiah’sinspired words. From
whom did Isaiah get his message? Who ingtructed
the prophet to take these wordsto dl peoples?

Isaiah writes: “Hear, O heavens, and give ear,

O earth! For the Lorp hasspoken .. " (verse 2).
According to the Bible, its sourceisdivine. The
prophet’svision stemsdirectly from the Cresator.

If we accept the Bible'sclaim that it isthe Word of
God, Isaiah’'smessage merits our closest attention.
We have no option but to read hisbook for under-
standing and try to properly apply itscounsdl.

God called Isaiah around 740 B.C., “in the
year that King Uzziah died.” Inthat transitional
timethe prophet saw, in vision, the throne of
God (Isaiah 6:1-3). Here, in the things Isaiah
witnessed, are his credentials. Hereisthe
source of hismessage. Hereis ultimate authority.

Isaiah’sinitial response, however, istypica of
Old Testament prophets and New Testament
apostles who viewed a scene amost beyond
human imagination. In the language of 2,700
years ago, |saiah blurted out his reaction to the
vision of the Creator of heaven and earth: “Woe
isme, for | am undone! Because | am aman of
unclean lips; . . . for my eyes have seen the King,
the Lorp of hosts’ (verse5).

Only God can call aprophet and fit him to
utter a divine message; our minds cannot under-
stand how this can be. God symbolically
cleansed Isaiah, with aburning coal, before He
let him impart the message. God said to Isaiah:
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your iniquity
istaken away, and your sin purged” (verse 7).

These passages, early in Isaiah’s book, estab-
lish three important points. to whom the book is
addressed, the source of Isaiah’s message and
the author’s credentials. But what about the
messageitself?

Good news and bad news

Isaiah’swriting mirrors the New Testament
gospel—the announcement of the good news
of the Kingdom of God—more than any other

Isaiah

What should
concern us most is
the ultimate source
of Isaiah’s inspired
words. Who
instructed the
prophet to take these
words to all peoples?
Isaiah writes:

“Hear, O heavens,
and give ear, O
earth! For the LOrRD
has spoken . . .”
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been fulfilled—then these futuristic words of Isaiah will find their ultimate fulfillment: “For

single book inthe Old Testament. It is
the book most quoted by Jesus Christ and
the apostles. It hasrightly been caled a
miniature Bible.

The essence of Isaiah isthe good news
of God's Kingdom and Christ’s centra
roleasitsKing. “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him who brings
news, who proclaims peace, who brings
glad tidings of good things, who pro-
claims salvation, who saysto Zion, * Your
Godreignd’” (Isaiah 52:7).

But we don't hear alot of good news
today. Turn on your television; read your
newspaper. Bad news mounts up.

Yet Isaiah’s priority wasto address his
contemporaries on their terms. He graphi-
caly summarized the state of hisown
nation: “Thewhole head issick, and the
whole heart faints. From the sole of the
foot even to the head, thereis no sound-
nessinit, but wounds and bruises and
putrefying sores; they have not been
closed or bound up, or soothed with
ointment” (Isaiah 1:5-6).

Sadly, this description fits our world
even better than it applied to Isaiah’s.
Thisis especidly true of the West. Few
aspects of our lives—financial, legdl,
moral, familial—are not threatened by
disruption and disaster. No category

appears safe.
But Isaiah’s message remained one of

18 The Good News

hope. While lamenting the sad condition
of the people, he boldly called for reform
by imploring hishearersto “ cease to do
evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rebuke
the oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead
for thewidow” (verse 16-17).

Are these the words of an antiquated,
out-of-date political reformer? Or do they
accurately describe the gaping lacksin our
own state of affairs?

It was not that long ago that many
elderly peoplelost ther life'ssavingsin a
defunct savings-and-loan bank in asmall
Texas city near the Mexican border. One
saver had even been assured that his
money was as secure asif it had been
locked up in Fort Knox.

These people began their lives before
the Great Depression of the 1930s and
served their country during World War 11.
They hadn’t invested in junk bonds or
speculative stocks. A supposedly reputable
financial indtitution had failed them.

Yet it ischaracteristic of Isaiah to offer
solaceto all people, no matter how badly
they have failed themselves and others.
“Come now, and let us reason together,”
said the Loro. “Though your sinsarelike
scarlet, they shall beaswhiteassnow . .
(verse 18).

Good confused with evil
|saiah draws adistinct line between

right and wrong, good and evil. Perhaps
onereason |saiah and other Bible writers
arenot taken serioudly isour penchant for
trapping ourselvesin amaze of blurred
and fuzzy moral standards.

At the heart of the West'sdlideinto
abject lawlessnessis confusion about
what'sright and what'swrong. Isaiah
describes and soundly condemns such
moral misalignment: “Woeto those who
call evil good and good evil; who put
darknessfor light and light for darkness;
who put bitter for sweet and sweet for
bitter” (Isaiah 5:20).

Haranguing people about wrongs and
injustices, however, won't change them.
Yelling a people doesn't dter their hearts
and minds. | saiah recognized thisand
called for a new way of thinking—indeed,
anewmind.

“Do not remember the former things,
nor consider things of old” (Isaiah 43:18);
forget the sinful things of the past.

To blot any sense of sin or shame from
their minds, people shut themselves away
from redlity. They livein the past, dream-
ing obsessively of yesterday’s supposed
golden age. They escape while morbidly
yearning for the good old days.

A nostalgic obsession with days gone
by clouds the present and obscuresthe
future. We desperately need anew mind,
free of inhibiting prejudicesand old
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past troubles are forgotten; they have vanished from my sight. See I am creating new heavens
and a new earth! The past will no more be remembered, nor will it ever come to mind.”

biases, yet with a sound perspective and
residua regard for genuine history, the
kind of history to befound in the Bible.

The need for a new mind

Our world cannot come to grips with
its monstrous problems. Our technolo-
giesare outrunning our capacity to con-
trol them. We suffer from information
overload. Welivein, as Peter Ustinov
wrote, “aworld in which the genius of
discovery is not matched by intelligence
initsapplication” (The European, Jan.
23-29,1997).

Authors Robert Ornstein and Paul
Erlich concluded that “the human predica-
ment requires adifferent kind of education
andtraining . . . We need to replace our
old mindswith new ones’ (New World
New Mind, p. 12). But how do we even
begin to do this?

First hear the futurigtic vision of the
Isaiah: “Behold | will do a new thing, now
it shall spring forth . . . I will even makea
road inthewilderness’ (Isaiah 43:19).
| saiah stands as a prophet in tune with the
future. He seeks away out for mankind.
Hewants usto start to understand God's
way of thinking, to elevate our minds.
“For asthe heavens are higher than the
earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts,” says God (Isaiah 55:9).

In Hisrevelation to another major
prophet, God promisesto let usin onthis
higher level of thinking: “Call to Me, and
| will answer you, and show you great and
mighty things, which you do not know”
(Jeremiah 33:3).

Fixing your eyes on God

The mind’s eye of which Isaiah spoke
issharply focused. It knowswhere the
answers are and to whomto go. This
mind understands the priority of trusting
in Providence. It placeslittletrustin
falible human beings and brittle, man-
made creations.

| saiah prescribes the perfect antidote.
Hewrites of God: “You keep himin per-
fect peace, whose mind is stayed onYou,
because hetrustsinYou” (Isaiah 26:3).
Thisbeautiful passageisthe starting point
in our quest for anew mind.

Welive, work and play in aworld and
system that does not exalt God nor put
Him first in anything. Our prioritiesare
upside down. The Eternal God justly asks:
“Who are you that you should be afraid of
amanwhowill die. . .?And you forget
the Lorp your Maker, who stretched out
the heavens and laid the foundation of the
earth. . (Isaiah 51:12-13).

Jesus Christ stated the same principle
in amore-positive vein. “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness,
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and dl these things shall be added to you”
(Matthew 6:33).

The Kingdom of God isthe key. Once
that kingdom becomes reality—when all
issaid and done and when dl things have
been fulfilled—these futuristic words of
Isaiah will find their ultimate fulfillment:
“For past troubles are forgotten; they have
vanished from my sight. See | am creating
new heavens and anew earth! The past
will no more be remembered, nor will it
ever cometomind” (Isaiah 65:16-17,
Revised English Bible). Hereisthat won-
derful time of God making “al things
new” (Revelation 21.5).

Isaiah, with its millennial theme, brims
with timeless values. The prophet’s writ-
ing, trand ated from the Hebrew, waits for
you inyour Bible. Your task isto take the
timeto read and understand its pages. Gn

RecoMMENDED READING

Canyour believethe Bible?Isit
what it claimsto be: theinspired Word
of God? How can you know for sure?
Be sureto request your free copy of Is
the Bible True? Also ask for How to
Understand the Bible, also freefor the
asking. Call or write our officein your
country (or the country nearest you)
listed on page 2.
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We need to set
aside people’s
opinions and
carefully examine
the biblical
foundation of
the institution
that remains the
building block
of any stable
society.
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Today’s Family

Defining Marriage

What is marriage? When and how did it originate? Does it really matter?

by David Treybig

y wifeand | recently celebrated our silver
wedding anniversary. We've been blessed
with two wonderful children, now grown,
and 25 years of marital happinessin what
ispopularly known asa“nuclear family.”

Looking at theworld around us, wefind our-
selvesinthe minority. Traditional familieslikeours
have diminished over recent decades assingle-
parent households have steadily increased.

During the socid upheavas of the 1960s, some
observers predicted that marriage itself would soon
become obsolete. Recent evidence, however, indi-
catesthat the number of married couples compared
to singles has stahilized.

But anew debate has arisen: What congtitutes a
marriage? Courts and legidatures wrestle with the
issue. Some believe marriages between two con-
senting adults should be alowed regardless of
their sex. Traditiondists view marriage as being,
by definition, strictly limited to the union of aman
and woman.

The importance of the Bible

What ismarriage, and isthere atangible benefit
to keeping it intact as an indtitution? Does marriage
redly matter?

Our earliest ingtructions on the fundamental s of
the marriage relationship are found in Genesis, the
first book of the Bible. In the New Testament, in
rehearsing the intent and purpose of marriage, Jesus
Chrigt referred to an early chapter in Genesis (Mark
10:6-12; Genesis1).

Though the earliest passages of thisinstruction
book for mankind were recorded severa thousand
years ago, the Bible has repeatedly proven itsrele-
vance and vdidity on important issuesfacing us.
(Besureto request our free booklet Isthe Bible
True?) Accompanied by proof, backed up by real
evidence, we can have confidencethat God's
instructions to mankind regarding marriage and
other basic tenets of agodly life remain our wisest
course of action and the best way to pattern our
lives. Thisisthe supreme value of the Bible.

Asregular readers of The Good Newsknow, this
magazineis dedicated to demondrating the wisdom

ranging from crestion to geology to everyday living.

Inthisarticleweturn to the most intimate of
human rel ationships—the marital union—and see
that sociologists continueto discover evidencethat
applying biblica principlesand instructions till
leadsto maritd success—thousands of years after
thoseingtructions werefirst written down for us.

To understand what amarriageis, we need to set
aside people'sopinions and carefully examinethe
biblical foundation of theingtitution that remains
the building block of any stable society.

After our Creator made the first man, Adam, He
observed, “It is not good that man should be along;
I will make him ahelper comparableto him”
(Genesis 2:18). God's creation of woman wasa
blessing not only for the first man. The divine
ingtitution of marriage—of husband and wife lov-
ing and helping each other—has benefited society
down through the ages.

The woman God created for Adam was Eve
(Genesis 1:27). After establishing the exclusive
male-female relationship called marriage, God
instructed that the pattern was to continue: “ There-
foreaman shall leave hisfather and mother and be
joined to hiswife, and they shall become one
flesh” (Genesis 2:24). Anintimate sexual relation-
ship wasto be part of marriage. But throughout
Scripture God condemns any sexual activity out-
side of marriage and warnsusto “flee” fromit
(1 Corinthians 6:18-20).

God has never condoned same-sex relationships
(Leviticus 20:13; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10) or described
them as marriages. Supposedly enlightened efforts
to legitimize such relationships by equating them
with marriage are contrary to Scripture.

God knows best

Although some may think same-sex relaionships
are aslegitimate and workable as opposite-sex ones,
sociologigts confirm that God knew long ago what
was best for mankind. Three researchersfrom
Carnegie-Médlon Universty recently put some com-
mon assumptionsto the test about sex differencesin
communication.

In comparing the effects of male-male, female-

and veracity of the Bible'singtruction on many topics  female and male-femal e discussions, they found
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God's purpose was for a man and a woman to conceive children
and raise a family, teach children His ways and grow in love for
each other and their Creator throughout their lives.

that people listened better to others of
their own sex but noted that “more
emoational support was provided during
opposite-sex interactions than during
same-sex interactions” (Mickelson,
Helgeson and Weiner, p. 220). In estab-
lishing marriage asamale-femalerela-
tionship, God gave humanity the best
foundation for emotional support.

From the beginning God intended that
couples should not divorce (Malachi 2:16)

but remain together in arespectful, loving
relationship for therest of their lives. God's
purpose was for the two to conceive chil-
dren and raiseafamily (Malachi 2:15;
1 Timothy 5:14), teach children Hisways
(Deuteronomy 6:6-7) and grow in love for
each other (Ephesians 5:25; John 13:34)
and their Creator (Deuteronomy 6:5;
Matthew 22:37) throughout their lives.
Many people either don’t know or don’t
understand God's instructions about how

tolivethiskind of life. God laments that
peopleinvariably suffer when they either
remain ignorant of or reject Hisinstruc-
tion. AsHosea 4:6 tellsus, “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge. . ”
The Good News remains committed
to disseminating this pricelessinformation
and ingtruction, the knowledge reveded
by God that is so obvioudy missinginthe
thinking extant in our world.

Impact on children

Many people readily appreciate the ben-
efits of happy, traditional marriages, and
The Good News frequently offersinforma-
tion on building successful marital rela-
tionships. However, an often-overlooked
aspect of marriageisitsimpact on chil-
dren, whether good or bad. Although many
single parents do commendablejobsras-
ing their children, they can never com-
pletely replicate the benefitsa child
receiveswhileliving with two loving
parentsin the same household.

Children whose parents have success-
fully married are blessed with theideal
environment to grow up in as productive
and emotionally stable leaders of the next
generation. From firsthand experience they
canlearn how good relationshipsand
happy marriages operate.

In addition to these benefits, ahealth
dividend seemsto be an additiona bless-
ing. Marianne Herring saysthat “ children
from single-parent homes are 20 percent
to 40 percent more likely to suffer hedth
problems’ (“Believe Wdll, Live Well,
Focus on the Family, September 1994,
pp. 2-4). Successful, enduring marriages
greatly benefit not only the married partners
but aso the children they raise.

TheBible aptly advises: “Livejoyfully
with the wifewhom you love al the days
of your vain [temporary] lifewhich He has
givenyou under thesun. . . for that isyour
portionin life, and in thelabor which you
perform under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:9).

Remember, marriageisadivineingtitu-
tion designed by God asalifelong relation-
ship between aman and awoman.

Asl| toasted my wife on our wedding
anniversary, | was grateful for the under-
standing that she and | have received from
God'sWord that has allowed usto havea
happy marriage. Our experience has proven
that God'singructionswork and that His
teaching on marriage does not need redefin-
ing. Let'sbethankful to our great Creator
for thiswonderful gift. an
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Exile to Babylon

by Mario Seiglie

n this series The Good News examines archaeo-
logicd findsthat confirm and clarify the higtorical
record of the Bible. Severd earlier articlesdis-

cussed thetime of the divided kingdom of the Isradl-
itesafter they split into thekingdomsof Isradl and
Judah &fter the desth of King Solomon. Two articles
= described the history of the northern kingdom
. Of lsadl, and theladt issue portrayed the

41 ealy yearsof the southern kingdom of
2 Judah. We continue with an examination
-1 of thelast yearsof Judah asakingdom.
1 Around 710 B.C. Judah found itsdlf
in adangerous pogition. A decade
before, Judah'sfelow |sradlitesin
thekingdom of |srael had been con-
4 quered by Assyria TheAssyrians
repopul ated the land with others
brought in from distant parts of the
Assyrian Empire.

Judah'sterritory had been largely
devastated by Assyrian armies.
Only agreat miracle had saved the
- inhabitants of Jerusdlem from the
same fate that had overtaken their
f%  northern cousins,

. Meanwhile, more winds of

4 changewerebeginning tostirinthe
-~ region. A new power, Babylon, was
288 risngintheeast. Could thetiny,

8 weskened kingdom of Judah survive
its precarious position between pow-
erful and warring Assyria, Babylon
and Egypt?

Theamazing story of Judah'ssur-
. vivd isoneof thethemesof the Old

~ Testament.

Hezekiah's fateful mistake

Soon after Jerusdem’smiraculous
deliverance from the Assyrians, Judah's
King Hezekiah fell ill. After God
hedled Hezekiah, aBabylonian prince
sent representatives with amessage and
gift of congratulationsfor the monarch.

The mighty Assyrian king Esarhaddon
is depicted as towering over captured
rulers of Egypt and Tyre. Ropes pass
through the lips of both prisoners as
they plead for mercy. A similar fate
befell Judah’s King Manasseh, who was
taken away “with hooks” into captivity.

“At thet time Berodach-Baladan the son of Baladan,
king of Babylon, sent |ettersand a present to Heze-
kiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been Sick”
(2Kings20:12).

Hezekiah'sresponseto what he naively inter-
preted asaneighborly act of kindnessand reconcilia
tion would prove costly intheend.

“And Hezekiah was atentive to them [the Baby-
lonian ambassadors], and showed them all the house
of histreasures—the silver and gold, the spicesand
precious ointment, and al hisarmory—all that was
found among histreasures. Therewasnothing in his
houseor indl hisdominion that Hezekiah did not
show them. Then I saiah the prophet went to King
Hezekiah, and said to him, ‘What did these men say,
and from where did they cometo you? So Hezekiah
sad, ‘ They camefrom afar country, from Babylon’
... Then|saiah said to Hezekiah, ‘ Hear theword of
the Lorp: “Behoald, the daysare coming when all
that isin your house, and what your fathers have
accumulated until thisday, shall be carried to Baby-
lon; nothing shall beleft”” (verses 13-17).

Although Hezekiah proved righteous and faithful
asking, hefoolishly tried toimpresshisvisitorsby
showing them the kingdom’swedl th and wesaponry.
TheBiblerevedsthat a thistime God withdrew
from Hezekiah “in order to test him, that He might
know dl that wasin hisheart” (2 Chronicles 32:31).
God allowed Hezekiah to make thisthoughtless
decison. Thusthe setting was established for the
future Babylonian invasion of Judah anditsrich
capita, Jerusalem.

Manasseh: vassal of the Assyrians

After Hezekiah's deeth his son Manasseh inher-
ited the throne. It wasn't long before the young king
departed from hisfather’srighteous exampleand
exposed himsdlf asawicked ruler. “ Manasseh was
twelve years old when he became king, and he
reigned fifty-five yearsin Jerusdlem. But he did evil
inthesight of the Lorp .. (2 Chronicles 33:1-2).

“So Manasseh seduced Judah and theinhabitants
of Jerusdem to do moreevil than the nationswhom
the Lorp had destroyed . . . And the LorD spoketo
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Prisoners from Judah play their lyres while guarded by a soldier. This scene from an
Assyrian palace is reminiscent of the words of Psalm 137:1-3 describing Judah’s cap-
tivity in Babylon : “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered
Zion.There on the poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors. . . said, ‘Sing us
one of the songs of Zion!"” (New International Version).

Manasseh and his people, but they would
not listen. Therefore the Lorp brought upon
them the captains of thearmy of the king of
Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks,
bound him with bronzefetters, and carried
him off to Babylon” (verses9-11).

Two Assyrian records corroborate
Manasseh's submission to the Assyrians.
“Thename, ‘Manasseh, king of Judah’
appearson the Prism of Esarhaddon.. . . and
on the Prism of Ashurbanipa” asamong 22
rulerswho paid tribute to Assyria (The New
Bible Dictionary, 1996, p. 724).

Thebiblica narrative describing King
Manasseh asbeing carried off “with hooks’
(verse11) refersto noserings used to leed
prisoners by ropes. It wasapainful, humili-
ating and degrading punishment for those
who would defy the mighty Assyriankings.

Mighty capital of a mighty empire

TheAssyrian Empire, with Nineveh as
its capital, appeared invincible at thetime.
James Muir graphically describesthis
empired thetime of the prophet Nahum
(668B.C):

“Assyridsexpanson acrosswesternAsa
could be likened to an octopus whose tenta
clesgretched from the Persan Gulf tothe

Nile, and whose head was Nineveh. At that
time, Nineveh was consdered one of the
most beawttiful citiesin theworld. Recently,
three of itskings had adorned the city with
thewedth of their conquests and hed built
fabul ous palaces. Thesewere made of brick,
and onthewalls of the palaceswere exquis-
itely crafted bas-reliefswhich depicted their
greet victories. The grest wallswhich sur-
rounded the city measured twelve miles
incircumference’ (Archaeology and the
Scriptures, 1965, pp. 182-183).

In spite of Nineveh's greatness, Nahum
foretold not only the city’s destruction but
predicted that it would never be rebuiilt.
“‘Behald, | am againgt you, saysthe LorD
of hogts; ‘1 will lift your skirts over your face,
| will show the nations your nakedness, and
the kingdomsyour shame. | will cast abom-
inablefilth upon you, makeyou vile, and
make you aspectacle. It shal cometo pass
thet al who look upon you will fleefrom
you, and say, “Ninevehisladwaste! ...""”
(Nahum 3:5-7).

After itsdestruction, in 612 B.C, this
mighty metropolisof the ancient world van-
ished from view. “Nineveh disappeared s0
quickly from sight,” according to one author,
“that when the Greek general Xenophonand

histen thousand soldiers passed over the Site
in hisfamous reconnaissance of the Persian
Empire, hedidn’t redizetheruinsof Nin-
evehwere under hisfeet. What had hap-
pened?When Nineveh was put to thetorch,
everything was burnt, and gradualy what
was|eft became an artificia mound covered
withgrass’ (Arnold Brackman, The Luck

of Nineveh, 1978, p. 21).

Although few would have believed it a
thetime, Nahum'’sremarkable prediction
cameto passjust ashe had foretold. Nin-
eveh was rediscovered only in 1845 by
British archaeologist Austen Henry Layard.
Asaresult, many treasuresfromitsruins
adorn the galleries of great museumsin
Sverd countries.

A scribe who made an impression

After Assyriafell, Babylon ascended to
ruletheregion. With therise of King Neb-
uchadnezzar (605-562 B.C), the days of the
kingdom of Judah were numbered. Never-
theless, God sent faithful messengersto
warn the nation’s|eadersto return to worship
of the onetrue God beforeit wastoo late.
Nehemiah said later, “ Yet for many years
You had patience with them, and testified
againg them by Your Spirit in'Your prophets.
Yet they would not listen; therefore You gave
them into the hand of the peoples of the
lands’ (Nehemiah 9:30).

One of those prophets was Jeremiah,
who lived while the Babylonianswere
threatening Jerusaem. Hisfaithful scribe,
Baruch, wrote down some
of Jeremiah’s
prophecies.
“Then
Jeremiah
cdled
Baruch
theson
of Neriah; §
and Baruch
wroteona
scroll of a
book, at the
ingruction
of Jeremiah,
al thewords
of theLorD
which He
had spoken

impression trom the seal of
Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe, is
dramatic proof of the exis-
tence of this biblical charac-
ter. A fingerprint, possibly
that of Baruch himself,
appears on the left side.




tohim” (Jeremiah 36:4).

Archaeol ogists recently found aclay
impression from Jeremiah’stime bearing not
only Baruch'sname, but apparently even his
fingerprint!

Tsvi Schneider, whoin 1991 served as
assdant librarian at Hebrew University’s
Indtitute of Archaeology, writes about asedl
with Baruch’'snameonit: “Thefirst and
best-known biblical nameto beidentified on
abullaJalump of clay bearing ased impres-
sion| isBaruch son of Neriah. Baruchwas
the scribe, loyd friend and political dly
of the prophet Jeremiah. Theinscription
isinthreelinesand reads. ‘ Belonging to
Berekhyahu/son of Neriyahu/the scribe’ The
bullarefersto Baruch by hisfull given name
... Baruch son of Neriah, the sed impres-
sontelsus, wasascribe. Four episodesin
theBook of Jeremiah mention Baruch, son
of Nerighthe scribe’ (Biblical Archaeologi-
cal Review, July-August 1991, p. 27).

Thelibrarian explainsthat the names
of three other people from Jeremiah's day,
including Baruch'sbrother, appear in other
clay impressonsand sedls. “Itisinteresting
that chapter 36 of the Book of Jeremiah dso
containsthe names of two other people
whose sed's have been impressed in surviv-
ing bullae:  Yerahme e son of theking’ and
‘ Gemariah son of Shaphan.'”

Thesedl of Seriah, Baruch'sbrother, has
been found aswell. Seriah’s name appears
severd timesin Jeremiah 51 (verses 59-64).
“The sedl reads, intwolines, ‘Belonging to
Seriahu/Neriyahu' . . . Serighwasthe
brother of Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe; both
Seriah and Baruch were the sons of Neriah
and grandsons of Mahseiah (Jeremiah
32:12,51:59)" (Biblical Archaeological
Review, p. 30).

Theseremarkablefinds confirm even
some of thetiniest details of the Bible—
that four people mentioned in the book of
Jeremiah werered peoplewholivedin
Jerusdem et thetime.

The fall of Jerusalem

The Bible's account of the conquest of
Jerusalem isaso confirmed by Babylonian
records. Firg, let’snoticethebiblical record:
“And the Lorp God of their fathers sent
warningsto them by Hismessengers, rising

up early and sending them, because He

had compassion on His people and on His
dwelling place. But they mocked the mes-
sengers of God, despised Hiswords, and
scoffed at Hisprophets, until thewrath of the
Lorp arose againgt Hispeople, till therewas
no remedy. Therefore He brought againgt
them the king of the Cha deans[Babyloni-
ang ... (2Chronicdles 36:15-17).

“Then they burned the house of God
[the templ€], broke down thewall of Jeru-
sdem, burned dl its palaceswith fire, and
destroyed all its precious possessions. And
those who escaped from the sword he car-
ried away to Babylon, where they became
servantsto himand hissonsuntil therule
of thekingdom of Persia, to fulfill theword
of the LorD by the mouth of Jeremiah. .
(2 Chronicles 36:19-21).

Jerusalem was actualy conquered
twice. The city wasfirst captured but not
destroyed. Later it fell asecond time, in
587 B.C., when it was destroyed asthe
Bible describes. The city was put to the
torch, its palaces and temple burned and
itswalls demolished. The Bible faithfully
describes both defeats but does not specify
when the city was conquered the first time.

In 1887 severd Babylonian tablets, which
archaeologistscal The Babylon Chronicles,
were deciphered. They provided dates of the
reigns of many Babylonian kings. More
tablets, deciphered in 1956, give the dates
of Nebuchadnezzar’ sreign and activities.
Regrettably, onetablet ismissing that could
account for the years 594-557 B.C. Other
than this gap, the tablets document hisreign.

The Archaeological Commentary onthe
Bible explainsthe significance of the 1956
find: “Until 1956, the date of thefirst con-
quest of Jerusalem by the Babylonianswas
not known. But in thet yeer, severd
cuneiform tablets were deciphered which
gave an exact date for thefirst conquest—
in597B.C (1979, pp. 143-144).

Exile to Babylon

LiketheAssyrians, the Babylonians
deported vanquished peoplesto mantain
tighter control over conquered territories.
Asther cousinsin the northern kingdom of
Israel fell into captivity by Assyriamorethan
acentury earlier, Judah'sinhabitants now

were taken to Babylon.

The Stuation seemed hopeless. Judah
was devastated, and the Babylonians
forcibly removed mogt of itscitizens. Yet,
in spite of their Stuation, God through His
prophets encouraged the people not to give
up hopethet they would one day return to
their homeland. He not only sent prophetsto
Judah but to Babylon aswell. Men such as
Daniel and Ezekiel, who both lived in Baby-
lon, spoke of acoming restoration of Judah.

Speaking through Jeremiah, God held
out hopefor Hispeople: “Thus saysthe
Lorp of hosts, the God of |sradl, to al who
were carried away captive, whom | have
caused to be carried away from Jerusalem
to Babylon: Build housesand dwell in
them; plant gardensand ezt thelr fruit. Take
wives and beget sonsand daughters. . . that
you may beincreased there, and not dimin-
ished. And seek the peace of the city where
| have caused you to be carried away cap-
tive, and pray tothe Loro for it; for inits
peace you will have peece. . . After seventy
yearsare completed at Babylon, | will visit
you and perform My good word toward
you, and cause you to return to this place”
(Jeremiah 29:4-10).

After these encouraging words, the exiles
flourished asacommunity in Babylon. They
were so successful that after the 70 prophe-
sed yearsof their exile the mgority decided
to stay. These circumstances nurtured the
growth of two large Jewish enclavesin that
part of theworld, onein Babylon and the
other in Jerusdlem.

Archaeologica evidence demonstrates
thekind of favorable conditionsthat God
promised Judah'sinhabitantsin Babylon.
“In 1933, E.F. Weidner, theAssyriologist,
took in hand to look through the tabletsand
sherdsin the basement rooms of the Kaiser-
Friedrich Museum . . . Among thisdull
administrative rubbish Weidner suddenly
found some pricelessrdicsof redtapeinthe
ancient world. On four different receiptsfor
storesissued, among them best qudlity
sesame oil, he came upon afamiliar biblical
name: ‘ Ja -u-kinu'—Jehoiachin! Therewas
no possibility of his name being mistaken,
because Jehoiachin was given hisfull title;
‘King of the[land of] Judah’ . . . Jehoiachin,

Continued on page 28




A Kingdom Returns to God

by Jerold Aust

he prophet Jeremiah made aremark-
able prediction about the kingdom of
Judah in the days of King Josiah. Less
than a century had passed sincethe
northern kingdom, Israel, with its 10 of
the 12 origind Israglitetribes, had fallen
into captivity. God had used mighty
Assyriaasan instrument of correction

to punish Israel.

Now God turned His focus on the
southern kingdom of Judah, where the
two remaining Israglite tribes had barely
escaped the same fate. God’'sanalysis
of the character of Judah was ominous:
“Have you seen what backdliding Israel
has done? She has gone up on every
high mountain and under every green
tree, and there played the harlot. And
| said, after she had done all these things,
‘Return to Me’ But she did not return.
And her treacherous sister Judah saw it”
(Jeremiah 3:6-7).

“Then | saw that for al the causesfor
which backdiding | sragl had committed
adultery, | had put her away [through cap-
tivity at the hands of the Assyrian Empire]
and [had] given her acertificate of divorce;
yet her treacherous sister Judah did not
fear, but went and played the harlot aso.
Soit cameto pass, through her casud har-
lotry, that she defiled the land and commit-
ted adultery with stones and trees. And
yet for al thisher treacherous sister Judah
has not turned to Me with her whole heart,
but in pretense. . . Backdliding Israel

has shown herself more righteous than
treacherous Judah” (verses8-11).

Josiah's early reign

It wasin thistime of idolatry and spiri-
tual adultery with other godsthat anew
ruler came to power in Judah.

Josiah was only 8 yearsold when he
ascended the throne of Judah. According to
the Scriptures, hisfather, Amon, wasasin-
ful king, an idolater. His own servants con-
spiredto nate him. Josiah reigned
31yearsin Jerusalem, “and he did what
wasright in the sight of the Lorb, and

wooden images, the carved images, and
the molded images he broke in pieces, and
made dust of them and scattered it on the
graves of those who had sacrificed to
them” (2 Chronicles 34:3-4).

“He also burned the bones of the
priests on their dtars, and cleansed Judah
and Jerusalem. And so he did in the cities
of Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, as
far asNaphtali and al around, with axes.
When he had broken down the altars and
the wooden images, had beaten the carved
images into powder, and cut down all
the incense atars throughout all the land

Josiah faithfully followed God's laws. He influenced his
closest servants, counselors and representatives to follow
his example and obey God with all their hearts and minds.

walked in theways of hisfather David; he
did not turn asideto the right hand or to the
left” (2 Chronicles 34:2).

It didn’t take Josiah long to reversethe
pattern of Judah’s collective wickedness.
“For in the eighth year of hisreign, while
hewas till young [only 16], he beganto
seek the God of hisfather [ancestor]
David; and in the twelfth year [at age 20]
he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of
the high places, the wooden images, the
carved images, and the molded images.
They broke down the dtars of the Baalsin
his presence, and the incense dtarswhich
were above them he cut down; and the

of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem”
(verses5-7).

Josiah zealously pursued obedience to
God. Recognizing the calamity that had
comeon |srael because of the nation’s
idolatry and other acts of disobedience,
Josiah purged not only Judah and Jeru-
sdlem of ther idols, but much of the
territory of the former kingdom of Israel.

He then concentrated on restoring the
worship of thetrue God. The Levites col-
lected money to repair the temple of God

in larnicalom Thar hired winrl
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floors. The effortswere an

inspiring sight for those who understood
what was taking place. During the rebuil d-
ing and repairing process, Hilkiah the
priest found ascroll of thelaw of God, a
discovery that proved to be aturning point
in Judah’s return to God.

Finding the Book of the Law
Hilkiah must have been astounded

The shock of hearing the fate of hisking-
dom described in such graphic detail may
well have been the cause of the anguished
reaction of theking.

Josiah's subsequent declaration may
confirm that this was indeed the content of
the scroll. He gathered Hilkiah, Shaphan
and other trusted servants and advisers and
told them: “Go, inquire of the Lorp for
me, and for thosewho arelleft in Israel and
Judah, concerning the words of the book
that isfound; for greet isthe wrath of the
Lorp that is poured out on us, because our
fathers have not kept the word of the Lorb,

Josiah was a great ruler in the annals of Judah’s kings.
Only Josiah and his great-grandfather, King Hezekiah,
turned Judah back to God in such a wholehearted way.

when he came across the Book of the
Law (verse 14). It isasad commentary
on the spiritua state of the kingdom that
this scroll containing God'sinspired
Word could have been lost. Earlier priests
had apparently either misplaced it or
hidden it for safekeeping asthe nation’s
kings and people had turned from God
toidolatry.

Hilkiah instantly knew the importance
of thefind and quickly delivered the scroll
to Shaphan the scribe. Shaphan wasted no
timecarrying it to King Josiah. First the
scribe reported how all the king's servants
had dedlt faithfully with the money col-
lected to repair thetemple of God. Only
then did Shaphan direct theking's attention
to the Book of the Law and began reading
fromit (verses 16-18).

When Josiah heard the scribe reading
thewords of God, hetore hisclothesina
common expression of grief and anguish
(verse 19).

What prompted Josiah’s reaction?
Perhaps Hilkiah had found the original
copy of the Pentateuch that M oses had
commanded should be placed beside
the Ark of the Covenant (Deuteronomy
31:25-26). The account of the discovery
in 2 Chroniclesrefersto “the Book of
the Law of the Lorp given by Moses’

(2 Chronicles 34:14).

Some scholars have concluded, based
on detailsin this account, that the “ Book
of the Law” wasascrall of the book of

Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy 28 describes

tha riircec that winiild come nn

to do according to dl that iswritten inthis
book” (verse 21).

The king commanded “those who are
leftin Israel and Judah” to seek God'swill
regarding wayward Judah. They went
directly to Huldah the prophetess, who
confirmed the curses that would surely
come on anation that rejected God: “Thus
saysthe Lorb: ‘Behold, I will bring
calamity on this place and on itsinhabi-
tants, al the cursesthat are written in the
book which they have read beforethe king
of Judah, because they have forsaken Me
and burned incense to other gods, that they
might provoke Meto anger with al the
works of their hands. Therefore My wrath
will be poured out on this place, and not be
quenched’ " (verses 24-25).

Meanwhile, Huldah spoke comforting
words for Josiah: “ ‘Because your heart
was tender, and you humbled yourself
before God when you heard Hiswords
against this place and against itsinhabi-
tants, and you humbled yourself before
Me, and you tore your clothes and wept
before Me, | dso have heard you, says
the Lorp. ‘ Surely | will gather you to
your fathers, and you shall be gathered to
your grave in peace; and your eyes shall
not see al the calamity which I will
bring on this place and itsinhabitants
(verses 27-28).

Theking's servants brought back the
prophetess' swords to Jos ah, who gathered
the elders of Judah and Jerusalem and read
to them the words of the newly found
scroll. The king made a covenant to follow

- God wholeheartedly, keeping His com-

mandments. He also made those present

“takeastand” to obey God (verses 31-32).
“Thus Josiah removed dl the abomina
tionsfrom all the country that belonged
to the children of Isragl, and made dl who
were present in Isragl diligently servethe
Lorb their God. All hisdaysthey did not
depart from following the Lorp God of
their fathers’ (verse 33).

Restoring God's festivals

Part of God'singtruction that had been
ignored was the command to observe
God'sfegtivals. Josiah determined to
restore this aspect of the true worship of
God, beginning with the coming Passover
(2 Chronicles 35:1). He restored the priests
to their proper duties and instructed the
Levitesto return the ark of God to the
temple Solomon had built. Theking
instructed the prieststo serve God and
His people.

The king then gave to the people 30,000
lambs and young goats and 3,000 head of
cattle, all from his own herds, for Passover
offerings. Other officials contributed
another 2,600 lambs and goats and 300
head of cattle.

Thiswasamemorabletimefor King
Josiah, aswell as Judah in the south and
the remnant of Isragl in the north who kept
thefeast in Jerusalem. “There had been no
Passover kept in Isragl like that sincethe
days of Samuel the prophet; and none of
thekings of |srael had kept such a Passover
as Josiah kept, with the priests, and the
Levites, dl Judah and |srael who were
present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
In the eighteenth year of thereign of Josiah
this Passover was kept” (verses 18-19).
Josiah probably restored the other festivals
of God aswell (verse 17; Deuteronomy
16:16; Leviticus 23:1-44).

The Passover season was afitting time
to begin the process of national repentance.
The Passover sacrifice involved a sacrifi-
cial shedding of blood as an atonement
for sinsand to bring reconciliation to God.

The Passover lamb was atype of Jesus
Christ. The apostle Paul tellsusthat the
sacrifice of “ Chrigt, our Passover,” isnot to
be taken lightly (1 Corinthians 5:6-8). He
confirmsthat, when one receives Christ's
atoning sacrifice, he must repent of sins
(Romans 6:11-23).

It was at this appropriate time, during
the Passover season, that King Josiah initi-
ated areturn to true worship, restoring
Judah’s citizenry to aright relaionship
with God.
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A fatal mistake

Although Josiah was a man of many
admirable qualities, even righteous people
can make foolish mistakes. Josiah’s great-
est mistake—at an early age—cost him
hislife.

Josiah had faithfully followed God's
laws. He had repaired the temple and
restored the priests and Levitesto their
proper service. He influenced his closest
servants, counselors and representatives
to follow hisexample and obey God with
al their hearts and minds. What would
motivate an otherwise successful king to
presumeto intervene in the conflicts of
other nations?

King Josiah had his reasons. Beforewe
consider them, it isimportant to note that
God can and sometimes does use gentile
leaders and peoplesto carry out Hiswill.
For example, God had already used the
Assyriansto punish the rebellious north-
ern 10 tribesin the kingdom of |srael
(Isaiah 10:5-7).

In Josiah’stime Pharaoh Necho of
Egypt wasleading hisarmy north, up the
coast of Palestine, tojoin forceswith the
weakened Assyrian kingdom against the
rising power of Babylon.

Josiah did not redlize that God was
dramatically shifting the regional balance
of power. Pharaoh Necho was hurrying to
abattle in which the Babylonianswould
daughter the Egyptians at Carchemish
and gain control of the Assyrian Empire.
Was Josiah unwittingly working at cross
purposes with God?

Josiah exhibited acommon weskness.
Hisreliance on his own reasoning apart
from God'srevelation clouded hisjudg-
ment. Wefind no record that Josiah asked
for counsd from hisfaithful advisers, nor
that he sought God'swill in this matter as
he had consulted with Huldah during his
early reign. God may have put it into the
mind of Pharaoh Necho to join forceswith
the Assyrian forces. In fact, Necho said
asmuch to Josiah before they met on the
battlefield near Megiddo, cautioning Josiah
to refrain from trying to defeat the will of
God (2 Chronicles 35:21).

Josiah didn't heed the Egyptian ruler’s
advice. Hetried to block the Egyptians
northward advance. In the ensuing battle
Josiah disguised himself asan ordinary
soldier but was mortally wounded in ahail
of arrows. A chariot evacuated him to Jeru-

Recognizing the calamity that had come on Israel

because of the nation’s idolatry and other acts of

disobedience, Josiah purged not only Judah and

Jerusalem of their idols, but much of the territory
of the former kingdom of Israel.

And al Judah and Jerusalem mourned for
Josiah” (verse 24).

With Josiah out of the way, Necho con-
tinued his advance to Carchemish and his
own disastrous destiny. Josiah’s death
spared him from witnessing the destruc-
tion of Judah at the hands of the Baby-
lonians. With this righteous king gone,
Judah’s downfall would follow in afew
short years.

Josiah wasagresat ruler inthe annals of
Judah’skings. Only Josiah and his great-
grandfather, King Hezekiah, turned Judah
back to God in such awholehearted way.

A matter of life and death

What lessons can we glean from
Josiah's example? First, we can be glad
that God does not look at age when He
chooses awilling servant. Josiah was
only 16 when he began to root idolatry
out of Judah. Moreover, amere youth
can dedicate himself to God as Josiah
did. Throughout thisking'slife (he was
only 39 when he died), he faithfully fol-
lowed God's commands just as he had

sdem, but to no avail. “So he died, and was  pledged to do.

buried in one of thetombs of hisfathers.

Only in the case of hisrash venture

against Pharaoh Necho doesthe Bible
record afailure by the young monarch.
Josiah should have consulted God on this
venture rather than relying on his own
judgment and placing confidencein his
achievements. Too much success, and the
weakness of the flesh, can spoil aperson,
prompting him to grow too self-dependent.

God intervenes in the affairs of man-
kind. Sometimes, aswith Josiah, He pro-
vides afaithful, obedient ruler for His
people. Judah listened to God for atime
during Josiah’sreign. But the Judahites
quickly returned to their idols and spiri-
tual adultery under the leadership of suc-
ceeding kings. It wasn't long before the
prophesied disaster struck.

Welivein precarioustimes. Of the days
yet ahead, God saysthat His righteous ser-
vants should warn people to turn from their
unrighteous and hypocritical ways (Isaiah
58:1-4). Will our people listen and learn?

If we arewilling to mend our own ways,
learning from and following the example
of righteous King Josiah, Jesus Christ says
we can be spiritually prepared for the dan-
geroustimes prophesied to come at theend
of thisage (Luke 21:34-36). Gn

January/February 1999 27



Europe

Continued from page 9

incorporation into the capitalist West, with
many Western companies already operat-
ing in Hungary. Also evident aretraffic
jamsand thevisibly obvious socid evils
that freedom and prosperity bring.

Slovakiaisn't doing aswell. Economi-
caly itisprogressive, having embraced free
enterprise. But it has been held back by a
too-dictatoria government. On entering
and leaving Sovakia, | noticed that its bor-
der wasthe only onewith long delays, a
suresign of someform of continued dicta-
torship. (After arecent election, many Slo-
vakians hope that amore democraticaly
inclined adminigtration will bewilling to
cooperate more with neighboring nations.)

Bordersare dmost meaninglessin West-
ern Europe. We emerged from the Channel
Tunnel in France. Beforewe knew it, we
had traveled through Belgium and werein
Germany, and no one had asked usfor our
passports or other identification. Nationsin
this part of Europe, together with some oth-
ers, have removed border controls, allowing
freedom of movement.

The Czech Republicisnot yet amember
of the EU, but itsborder had little sub-
stance. We crossed quickly. For thefirst
time| had to travel on an American pass-
port because my British passport had
expired. | wassingled out at border cross-
ingsfor specia handling, much to the
amusement of my English traveling com-
panions, who, with their new European
passports, can cross any border with mini-
mum inconvenience. One can see some
advantagesto the new Europe.

Thisnew Europeis part of the apped
of theeuro. In an age of incessant interna:
tional travel, the desirefor one currency for
al the nations of Europeisappedling. Loss
of independence seemsto be of secondary
importanceto many.

Although the British government has not
decided to adopt the euro, athird of British
companiesare gearing up for it. It will be
possiblefor visitorsto spend eurosinthe
biggest British stores, adding pressure to
fully embrace the new currency.

Why Europeans want unity

But it ison the Continent that enthusiasm
for the European Unionisgreatest. The
20th century has been disastrous for Euro-
peans. In this period two world wars have
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been fought on European soil. Millions
werekilled; many more millionsweredis-

possessed and forced to rel ocate as refugees

in strange surroundings. By some esti-
mates, 90 percent of Europe's historical
treasures were destroyed in World Wer 11.

It iseasy to see why Europeans want to
unite. The Continent has seen much civil
conflict and political division throughout
this century, with ethnic tensions often
surfacing, especidly in Central Europe.
The 40-year division of the Cold Wer
has ended, but subsequent fears of
Russian instability dominate headlines
on the Continent.

The desire among most of the people
of the Continent is for security and unity.
Few have thought it through to the extent
of exactly what kind of alliance they want,
but most would agree with the stated
intent of the EU to work toward an ever-
closer union.

A prophesied superpower

Key Bible propheciesin Danid and
Revelation describe amgjor political, eco-
nomic and military power that will rise
shortly before God's dramatic visibleinter-
ventioninworld affairs (Daniel 7; Revela-
tion 13, 17). Revelation 17:12—14 revedsa
union of “tenkings’ (leadersof 10 nations
or groups of nations). These leadersand
their combined military forceswill turn
against Jesus Christ at Hisreturn, bringing
destruction on themselves.

This prophetic union could pose amajor
thresat to the predominantly Anglo-Saxon
nationsthat have dominated the world for
thelast few centuries. Ironicaly, both the
United States and Gregt Britain have
played mgjor rolesin encouraging the
European Union.

Even many of the British people are con-
Sderably ignorant of theimplications of
unity. Nobody on our bus knew of the
entity asthe European Union; they dl ill
referred to it asthe EEC (European Eco-
nomic Community), itsformer name when
theintention wasto create only asingle
economy. The designation changed afew
years ago to show that the present god is
acloser economic, political and military
combination. Europe has moved forward
considerably during this decade.

Continue reading The Good Newsto
understand how world conditionsare
increasingly setting the stagefor the ful-
fillment of many Bible prophecies. an

Archaeology

Continued from page 24

the deposed king of Judah, lived with his
family and hisretinuein the palace of Neb-
uchadnezzar in Babylon. We may conclude
from Weidner'sdiscovery thet the biblica
account in the Second Book of Kings may
be thus supplemented: ‘And for hisdiet,
therewasacontinua diet given him of the
king of Babylon, every day aportion, until
theday of hisdeath, dl thedaysof hislife
(Jeremiah 52:34)" (Werner Keller, The Bible
asHistory, 1980, pp. 303-304).
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The enterprising inhabitants of Judah,
who had come to Babylon as a defeated and
captive people, were given considerable lee-
way by the equaly industrious Babylonians.
Higtorian Petra Eisde explains. “Although
not much isknown of the lives of the Jawish
exilesin Babylon, enough isknown to con-
firm their plight was not asharsh astheir
davery had beenin Egypt during Moses
time. In Babylon they did not live as prison-
ersor daves, indead asa '’ semi-free’ people
... After the Persians conquered Babylonin
539 B.C. and granted the Jawstheright to
return to their native land, only aminority
of these supposedly ‘ poor prisoners took
advantage of this generous offer. Many did
not want to sacrifice the comfortsand riches
they had acquired inthis‘foreign’ land
and face the uncertainties of going back
tother ‘homeland.

“Asthe clay tablets of commercial doc-
umentsin thefifth century B.C show, even
after the end of the exile, the Babylonian
banks were firmly in the hands of the
Jews. There was one Jewish banker whose
firm, Bank of Murashu & Sons, had
greatly expanded into the real estate busi-
ness. It had its headquartersin nearby Nip-
pur, and had approximately 200 branches
throughout the country!” (Babylon, quoted
in Editorial EDAF, 1980, p. 70).

With thriving centersin Babylon and
Jerusalem, the Jewish people were better
equipped to survive the conquests of the Per-
Sans, Greeksand Romans. Severa centuries
ater, inthe New Testament period, they
remained firmly established in |sradl.
Againg al apparent odds, God's promise
that Judah’sinhabitantswould not remain
intheir Babylonian captivity wasfulfilled.

Aswewill dso seinfuturearticles,
archaeology hasdiscovered much fromthis
period to confirm the biblica record. G



Year 2000

Continued from page 7

doomsday and the utopian, God seesa
broader perspectivein which both negative
and positive scenarioswill cometo pass.
They areamatter of timing.

In God's master plan, the good will fol-
low the bad. The biblical writer Luke sums
up both the bad and good to come. Hefirst
quotes the words of Christ in his Gospel
account, then followsin the book of Acts
with highlights from one of the apostle
Peter’s earliest sermons.

How did Jesusdescribe conditions at the
end of thishuman epoch?* For these arethe
daysof vengeance, that dl thingswhich are
written may befulfilled. But woeto those
who are pregnant and to thosewho are nurs-
ing mothersin thosedays! For therewill be
gredt distressin theland and wrath upon this
people’ (Luke 21:22-23).

But the conditions Christ described are
the prelude to atransformed world. Said the
apostie Peter: “Repent thereforeand be
converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord, and that he
may send Jesus Christ, who was preached
to you before, whom heaven must receive
until thetimes of restoration of al things,
which God has spoken by the mouth of all
His holy prophets since the world began”
(Acts3:19-21).

Thekey phrasein Luke's Gospel accourt,
“dl thingswhich are written may beful-
filled,” refersto the many propheciesinthe

Hebrew Scripturesthat describe the horren-
dous events|leading up to the second coming
of JesusChrigt (Luke 21:7). Thesearethe
troubling signsof thetimesindicating the
end of man's chaotic age and the beginning
of God'sbenignrule on earth. (See“The
Apocayptic Prophetic View: A Coming
Timeof Gregt Digtress,” p. 6.)

Peter’'swordsin the book of Acts summa
rize the many joyful millennia prophecies
found in those same Hebrew Scriptures. (See
“Beyond 2000: Utopian Prophecies of the
Worldto Come,” p. 7.)

The Old Testament prophetshad asimilar
long-term perspectivein which they saw a
future containing extremes of both bad and
good. Some of the very same booksthat her-
adthat utopian period of peace, prosperity
and plenty dsowarn us of thefrightful,
earth-shaking occurrencesthat will take
placejust before Christ’s second coming.

A time of transition

Inasense, Chrigtiansare condtantly
reminded of both of theseviews of the
future. As*ambassadorsfor Chridt,” their
red citizenshipisnot of thisworld—"this
present evil age’ (Gaatians 1:4). But Chris-
tiansmust livein the age of man, though
aways|ooking eagerly and expectantly
towardstheworld to come—thetime of
the Prince of Peace and the absence of war.
Only the Bible gives usthis God's-eyeview
of the world tomorrow.

Theyear 2000 should hold no unreason-
ablefear for committed Chrigtians. Whether
that year or oneyet inthefutureturnsout to

be the beginning of the very end time—with
the unpleasant falout of prophesied horrific
events—the Captain of our salvation, Jesus
Chrigt, tellsus“when these thingsbegin to
happen, lift up your heads, because your
redemption drawvsnear” (Luke 21:28).

Thetroubling times prophesied to come
arenot atimefor Chrigtiansto fear, but a
time to be encouraged. “. . . Whenyou
see these things happening,” said Jesus,
“know that the kingdom of God is near”
(verse31).

But thosewho reject the eternd God
and Hislaws have plenty to worry aboit.
Recently “Britain's churches published a
millennium prayer to be said at celebrations
and churches asthe clock strikes midnight
next year.” Although that soundswell and
good, the prayer “wasimmediately criticised
for making no mention of God or Jesus’
(TheTimes, Oct. 9).

Menforget God @ their peril (Hosea4:1-
10). For thosewhoignoretheir Crestor, the
futuretruly will hold “days of vengeance” G

RecoMMENDED READING

Can you know what the future
holds? The Bible describes aworld
of bad and good news—of unprece-
dented terror followed by peace and
plenty such asthe world has never
seen. Be sureto request your free copy
of The Gospel of the Kingdom from
our officein your country (or the
country nearest you).

Approaching 2000: A Window on Today’s World

fter the collapse of the Berlin Wall (1989) and the fall of the
communist bloc in Eastern Europe, some politicians went so far

worsen. Stock markets are marked by insecurity and instability, fluc-
tuating wildly in the wake of political and economic earthquakes as

as to proclaim “a new world order” in celebration of the end
of the Cold War between the Soviet Union and the West. After all,
Russia itself had renounced communism and joined the world of
democracy and entrepreneurship.

According to Francis Fukuyama, this was “the end of history” in the
sense that the modern era was about to enter a time of multiple pos-
itive possibilities. The situation was supposed to be “win-win.” Old
commercial and political disputing would soon fade into oblivion.

But this is not what happened.

Crises swiftly returned. Events in the Persian Gulf soon prompted
America and her allies to go to war. The breakup of the former
Yugoslavia brought a descent into ethnic anarchy, with the death of
many innocent civilians: the terrible fruits of guerrilla warfare among
the Balkan nations. Trouble spots plagued Africa and the Middle East.

Current events are far from encouraging. The American presi-
dency is in crisis amid the worst scandal ever to hit the federal gov-
ernment. The Russian economic and political climate continues to

we approach 2000.

Political boundaries are redrawn as nations balkanize. Yet a new
global economy and a burgeoning Internet align people across
oceans and continents, integrating financial systems and effectively
dismantling territorial frontiers.

On the down side of the new developments, and in the wake
of rapid communications, it should not be surprising that big prob-
lems can spread around the world with incredible speed. Time
magazine observed that “Russian flu can spread,” meaning that
the country’s deep troubles could rapidly engulf other nations.
Russia’s ailments did spread to a degree, sending other stock mar-
kets plunging within hours. The economic crisis in Japan is causing
serious unemployment in faraway Britain. And so it goes.

World leaders consistently ignore the basic biblical principle of
cause and effect in the interest of temporary gains—much to the peril
of mankind. (See "“The Lesson of Y2K: the ‘Millennium Bug,’” p. 14.)

—John Ross Schroeder
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ou've probably heard of Murphy’sLaw. It'sthe
observation that whatever can go wrong will go
wrong. Murphy’slaw and its variaions are the sub-
ject of books and calendars. We've heard Murphy’s
corollaries, such as: If buttered toast fallsto thefloor,
the probability that it will fall butter-sde downisin
direct proportion to the cost of therug.

Where did Murphy’s Law originate? According to
one book on the subject, thistruism wasinvented by
U.S. Air Force captain Ed Murphy back in 1949. Capt.
Murphy, who tested airplanes, noticed that atechnician
kept making the same mistake when designing one of
the parts. Capt. Murphy reportedly said, “If thereisany
way to make things go wrong, hewill.” Asthe story
goes, thisstated principle cameto be called Murphy’s
Law, and variaions of hiswords have spread around
theworld.

Although this supposed law is usually not taken
too serioudly, some professionals soberly espouse

How to I)Aake
Murphy's Law
Work for You

by Mario Seiglie

the principle. Engineers, for example, haveto
assumethat thingswill go wrong. Mistakesin
planes, bridges, buildings and the like can be terribly
costly both in money and liveslost, so engineers
have to constantly supposethat, if anythingisleft to
chance, it will go wrong. In onetragic example, after
thorough investigations, officials found that the bil-
lion-dollar space shuttle Challenger exploded on
takeoff because of one relatively inexpensive part
that did not function properly.

Murphy' at work

Does Murphy’s Law affect usin everyday life? Here
are some variaions on Murphy that may sound famil-
iar toyou:

* |If severd things can go wrong, the onethat does
will do the most damage.

« If thingsareleft to chance, they will tend to go
from bad toworse,

» When things go well, something wrong is bound
to happen.

» Whentallying results, the figure that seems most
obvioudy right and does not need checking isthe one
that iswrong.

The Good News

 Experimental results should be repeatable; they
should dl go wrong in the same manner.

« A shortcut isthe longest distance between two
points.

* Sooner or later theworse possible set of circum-
stanceswill occur.

* Things get worse under stress.

» Whenacable or ropeiscut according to amea:
suring mark, it will dways betoo short.

» A migtake will not appear inaunit until it has
passed the final inspection.

* After aunitisassembled, pieceswill beleft over.

* Whichever magazine contains the story you want
to read isthe one you can't find.

o |t doesn't matter how much time and effort it takes
to buy something, after you buy it you will seeit adver-
tised less expengively in another store.

 When your planelandsate, the connecting flight
will havetaken off ontime.

* Theother laneor lineisthe
fastest.

 Expensesriseuntil they
egua income.

* If everything dsefails, read
theingructions.

* Thereisnever enoughtime
to do something well but dways
enough timeto repair it.

Does Murphy's Law affect us?
It often seems so.

But isMurphy’s law aways
bad? Not necessarily. If looked
at properly, Murphy’sLaw can
even be of considerable help.
Stated positively, Murphy’s Law
has asimple and important lesson for us. Careless-
nessis costly.

Double-checking what appears to have been done
properly often reveals mistakes that could have
proved disastrous. This can apply to amost any
human endeavor—from a child turning in his home-
work, to afather repairing alight socket, to a mother
cooking ameal, to ascientist sending a spaceship into
outer space.

Murphy’s Law in the Bible?

Surprising asit may seem, the principle of Mur-
phy’'sLaw iseven found in Scripture. The book of
Proverbsisfilled with advice against being careless
and overlooking mistakes. It points out that the person
whoisnegligent and careless will usualy have ahard
timein lifeand bring problems on himself.

Consider, for example, these particular proverbs.

* “Hewho hasadack hand becomes poor, but the
hand of the diligent makesrich” (Proverbs 10:4).

* “Thehand of thediligent will rule, but the lazy
man will be put to forced labor” (Proverbs 12:24).

Perhaps you have noticed that overconfidence can
generate costly mistakes. It'salwayseasier to take



thingsfor granted or assumethey areright,

Perhapsthe best story toillustrate this

but failing or refusing to double-check what  principleisthelegend of the death of King

we've done givesMurphy’s Law achance
to exact itstoll.

The book of Proverbs aso brings out
thislessoninlife:

* “Pride goes before destruction, and
ahaughty spirit beforeafal” (Proverbs
16:18).

* “Thesimplebelieves every word, but
the prudent considerswell his steps. A wise
man fears and departsfrom evil, but a
fool ragesand is self-confident” (Proverbs
14:15-16).

Of course, sometimeswejust don't pay
enough attention to what we do. We lack
concentration. “Keep your mind on what
you'redoing whileyou'redoingit,” as

Richard 111 of England. In an epic battleto
decide who was going to rule England,
Richard faced the forces of Henry, duke of
Richmond. He wanted to prepare hishorse
for battle, but the blacksmith didn’'t have
enough nailsfor thelast horseshoe.

Impatiently, Richard's guard asked the
blacksmith, “Will the shoe hold?’

Theblacksmith replied, “1’m not sure;
it lacksthefind nail”

“Very well,” said theguard, “it will have
todo”

He left and handed the king the horse.

Soon, asthe two forces clashed on the
battlefield, King Richard wasin the thick
of things, fighting and encouraging his
men. Then he noticed some of hismen

one successful man put it. Also, wedon't

aways exercise sufficient common sense
and foresight. Such lack of discernment
of potentia problemsinlifecanlead to
serious errorsand problems.

* “Folly isjoy to himwho is degtitute
of discernment, but aman of understanding
walks uprightly” (Proverbs 15:21).

We can live amuch better life by avoid-
ing carelessnessin our studies, work and
family life. Sometimes paying attention
to details makesthe difference between
successand failure.

Digital Stock

were retreating. The king galloped forth
to steady them when the missing nail did
itsmischief.

The horseshoe came off, the horse
tripped, and the king fell. Before he could
recover, the horsefled in fright. Hismen
saw himfall and lost courage. As Henry's
men closed in around him, Richard cried
out: “A horse! A horse! My kingdom for
ahorse!”

But it wastoo late. Hisarmy fled, and he
waskilled.

Perhapsdl waslog for thelack of asm-
ple horseshoenall. If thislegend isindeed
true, Murphy’s Law was dive and well
here, asthroughout human history.

DoesMurphy'sLaw haveto impact
your life? Maybe so, but maybe not. You
can watch for it and be on guard againgt it.
How? By smply applying someof the
biblical proverbs discussed earlier. Reread
those lessons so you don't haveto learn
them the hard way. By guarding againgt
Murphy’s Law, it will then not work its
damageinyour life,

If we remember that carelessnesswill
eventually exact acostly price, perhapswe
will not take things for granted and double-
check what we do. If wediligently follow
these principles, then maybe we can steer
clear of Murphy’'sLaw. Gn

RecoMMENDED READING

God does not want usto live our
lives accidentaly. We are the product
of agreat mind. We have been care-
fully designed (Psalm 139:13-18) for
agrand and wonderful purpose. To
more fully understand, please writefor
the free booklet What Is Your Degtiny?
from the address nearest you listed
on page 2.
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What Lies Ahead ##
for Planet Earth?

day’s headlines are filled with bad news—war,
famine, natural disasters, new and baffling diseases,

environmental catastrophes and governmental scan-
dals. The litany of suffering, tragedies and bad news is relentless.
In this century, more than 150 million people have been killed in war alone. Well
over 100 million more have died from diseases, epidemics and natural disasters.
With all this bad news, what kind of future can we look forward to?

Almost 2,000 years ago, a prophet came bringing a vital message for this world.
That prophet was Jesus Christ, and His message was “the gospel of the kingdom of
God” (Mark 1:14). The word gospel means good news. But what was the good news
Jesus Christ brought? What is the kingdom of which He spoke? And does it have
anything to do with the problems that threaten us today?

Most churches do not agree on what this gospel is. Nor do they understand and

teach the truth about the Kingdom of God. Yet the Bible is clear on this vital sub-
ject. It is the central theme of the Bible—and truly the best news the
world can hear!

In The Gospel of the Kingdom you can discover the truth of the surpris-
ing message Jesus Christ brought. This booklet shows you, from the
- pages of your Bible, exactly what that message is—and what it means
= » for you. For your free copy, write or call us at our office in your coun-
~ try (or the country near-

estyou) at theaddress [ Inited Church of God

listed on page 2. an International Association
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