


il humanity ever experience lasting peace?

Asthe countdown continues toward anew millennium, we seek assurance
that the next century will bring an eraof hope and promise, an oasis of peacein
man’sviolent, troubled history. We hope new leadership, new technologies and
new thinking will lead usaway from our chronic dilemmas.

But we shouldn't hold our breath. Theindications are not good. Wefind
ingtead that the world isan increasingly dangerous place.

No sooner had the NATO bombing stopped in Kosovo than fresh blood
flowed inan insurgency in theformer Soviet republic of Dagestan and neigh-
boring Chechnya, in aseries of terrorist bombingsin Russia, and in East
Timor’smove for independence from Indonesia

Meanwhile, Communist Chinaasserted its avowed right to indtigate aggres-
sivemilitary action should Taiwan further assert itsindependence from the Chi-
nese mainland. North Koreaagain threatened its neighbor to the south, and
Indian and Pakistani soldiers skirmished over adisputed border region shortly
before Pakistan'smilitary leaders gained control of their government in acoup.

What is so unnerving about these developmentsis that many of these hogtile
neighbors are armed with nuclear arsena's and have the means and will to use
them to achieve their aims should other meansfail. The nuclear nightmare, far
from being over, threatensto turn new cornersof the globeinto glowing ash.

Man'smost vaiant effortsto find peacein this century have beentried and
found wanting. Horrified by the butchery of World War |, theworld'sleaders
formed the League of Nationsto try to forestall any such future bloodbath. But
in lessthan ageneration World War 11 set theworld aflane again. Thistime
leaders established the United Nations. United in name only, it hasfailed to halt
the scores of warsthat have erupted inthelast half of this century.

Our collective record isfar from encouraging. Left to oursdlves, it seemsthe
only peace we are ableto find isthe stillnessand quiet of the grave.

Jesus Chrigt Himsdlf predicted the inevitable outcome of our inability tofind
peace: “For then therewill be great distress, unequalled from the beginning of
theworld until now—and never to be equalled again. If those days had not been
cut short, no onewould survive, but for the sake of the elect those dayswill be
shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22, New Internationa Version).

Humanity, however, will not beleft to itself—and for that we can be thank-
ful. If it were up to us, human extinction, said Jesus, isthe coursewe have
unwittingly chosen. Nonetheless, our agewill not end in the destruction of all
human life.

Asanew millennium approaches, wewould do well to consider whet the
Biblerevedsabout our future. It, too, speaks of anew Millennium—not the
third thousand-year period since the supposed birth date of Jesus Christ on our
calendar, but the glorious future the world will experience under Hisreign as
King of Kingsand Lord of Lords.

What doesthat future hold for us, our families, our loved ones? Through the
prophet Isaiah, God gives usaglimpseinto that coming world:

“Thewolf will livewith the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the
cdf and thelion and the yearling together; and alittle child will lead them. The
cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will
eat straw likethe ox. Theinfant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the
young child put hishand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor
destroy on adl my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of
the Lorp asthewaters cover the sed” (Isaiah 11:6-9).

In spiteof our best efforts, thisworld will never cometo peace by human
attemptsto outlaw war. In thisissue of The Good Newsyou can discover how
humanity’simpossible dream—aworld of |asting peace—will become aredity.

—Scott Ashley
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Ju st

by Don Henson

Excitement builds

as we approach the
dawn of a new
millennium. But what's
so special about a new
millennium, and what
should the new millen-

nium mean to you?

4 The Good News

W h at | S

hat doesthe
word millennium
bring to mind?
Futurigtic, science-
fictionimages?

Computer glitches?

Horrifying prophe-

ciesof destruction?

A utopian fantasy world?

Asthe year 2000 approaches, the word
millennium has been used so commonly
that most people have even learned to spell
it correctly.

What isthe millennium? Theword
isderived fromtwo Latinwords: mille,
meaning “thousand,” and annus, meaning
“year.” Millenniumsimply means 1,000 years.

Many will mark the beginning of
the third millennium on Jan. 1, 2000,
athough in reality, according to the caen-
dar used by most of the Western world, it
will begin ayear later, on Jan. 1, 2001. We
are fast approaching the time many assume
will mark 2,000 years since the birth of
Jesus Chrigt.

But isthebirth of Jesusthe only connec-
tion between the Bible and the millennium?

Confusion about the Millennium

Many people have heard that the Bible
talksabout aperiod of worldwide peace
known as“the Millennium,” but they aren’t
quite surewhat that means. The many views
among denominations and religious teachers
don't help clear up the confusion.

What isthe Millennium described inthe
Bible?Isit merely anice-sounding ideal
or andlegory?Or isit atimethe Bible
describes asreal ? How will the Millennium
come about? Doesthe Bibletell uswhereit
will be? Can we know whenwill it come
about? Let'sexplorethe answers straight
fromtheBible.

t h e

Although the word millennium never
appearsin the Bible, it speaks specificaly
and clearly of aperiod of 1,000 yearsthat
will serve asthe turning point for mankind.
It revealsthat during that time the world
will finally achieve the elusiveideals
of peace, prosperity and purpose. It is
assuredly not merely adream, wish or fan-
tasy; the Millennium holds a sure promise
of hope for humanity.

To understand the prophesied Millennium
(not to be confused with the third millen-
nium according to our modern calendar),
let’s set the stage by briefly describing events
that will take placeimmediately beforethe
beginning of this 1,000 years.

A world in peril

Shortly before His death Jesus's disciples
asked Him what events would occur before
the end of the age and Hisreturn to earth
(Matthew 24:3). Jesus warned that the
future would bring religious confusion and
deception, war, natural disaster, persecution
and tribulation, even as the gospel would
spread to al the world (verses 4-14). Then
Hetold them that those who are watchful
and obedient could be protected from the
destructive events that would yet occur
(Luke 21:18, 28, 36).

Jesuswent on to prophesy that immedi-
ately before Hisreturn the world would be
gripped by unpardleled difficulties so severe
they would thresten humanity with extinc-
tion: “For then there will be great tribulation,
such as has not been since the beginning of
theworld until thistime, no, nor ever shdll
be. And unless those days were shortened,
no flesh would be saved; but for thedlect's
sake those dayswill be shortened” (Matthew
24:21-22).

He said thetime of turmail would befol-
lowed by dramatic signsin the heavens, and



then Hewould returnin power and glory.
“Immediately after thetribulation of those
daysthe sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not giveitslight; the starswill fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will
be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man
will appear in heaven, and then dl the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will seethe
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. And He will
send Hisangelswith agreat sound of a
trumpet, and they will gather together His
elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other” (verses 29-31).

From Paul’swritingswe learn that the

gathering of “Hiselect” at the*sound of the
trumpet” isthe resurrection of faithful Chris-
tians. “For thiswe say to you by theword of
theLord, that wewho are dive and remain
until the coming of the Lord will by no
means precede those who are adeep [dead)].
For the Lord Himslf will descend from
heaven with ashout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will risefirst. Thenwe
who are dive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the cloudsto meet the
Lordinthearr. And thuswe shal awaysbe
withtheLord” (1 Thessdonians 4:15-17).

Rejoicing or rebellion?

Jesus said the “tribes of the earth will
mourn” at Hisreturn (Matthew 24:30).
That statement seems odd, since you would
expect that al would rejoice at His second
coming. Why does mankind resigt, rather
than rejoice, when Chrigt returns?

Revelation 18 gives us more background
information. This chapter describesthe
destruction of an economic, political and
religious system called Babylon the great
(verse 2). But beforeitsdestruction it will be
the source of great wedlth to thosewho are
part of this pervasive system: “For dl the
nations have drunk of thewine of thewrath
of her fornication, thekings of the earth
have committed fornication with her, and

Photos © 1999 PhotoDisc., Inc.

the merchants of the earth have becomerich
through the abundance of her luxury” (verse
3). Verses 9-20 describe the abundance and
prosperity thissystem will bring to the
nations, and their shock and fear at its
sudden destruction.

Inavain effort to protect their system, and
because Satan has deceived them, the armies
of theworld will fight against Jesuswhen He
returns (Revelaion 19:11-19). Verse 20
describes the destruction of the political and
religious|eadership of thisungodly system.

Having destroyed Babylon, Jesus will
deal with the unseen “god of thisage”

(2 Corinthians 4:4), Satan. “Then | saw an

angel coming down from heaven, having
the key to the bottomless pit and agreat
chainin hishand. Helaid hold of the
dragon, that serpent of old, who isthe Devil
and Satan, and bound him for athousand
years’ (Revelation 20:1-2).

The Millennium begins

The prophecy goeson to show that Satan
isbound so he can no longer deceive human-
ity: “[Theangd] cast himinto the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set ased onhim, so
that he should deceive the nations no more
till the thousand yearswerefinished.. . ”
(verse 3). Although many Old Testament
propheciesreved what will take place during
the Millennium, thisisthefirst specific
referenceto aperiod of 1,000 years.

The“dect” gathered “from the four
winds' (Matthew 24:31), who had received
eterndl lifewhen Jesusreturned (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:51-52), includes thase who were per-
secuted because they refused to be part of
theungodly system the Bible calls Babylon.
Now resurrected and having received God's
gift of eternd life, they will rulethe earth
with Jesus Chrigt during thistime.

“And | saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was committed to them. And
| saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness of Jesusand for
theword of God, who had not worshiped the

beast or hisimage, and had not received his
mark on their foreheads or on their hands.
And they lived and reigned with Christ for
athousand years’ (Revelaion 20:4).

The reign of the Messiah

Daniel 7 contains another prophecy of
eventsthat culminaein the establishment
of God'skingdom. Verses 13 and 14
describe Jesus Christ being given this
kingdom: “I waswatching in the night
visions, and behold, One like the Son of
Man coming with the clouds of heaven!

He cameto the Ancient of Days and they
brought Him near before Him. Thento Him

ridwide peace known as “the Millennium,” but they aren't
%&iﬂqr_e what that means. The many views among denomina-
tions and religious teachers don't help clear up the confusion.

was given dominion and glory and aking-
dom, that al peoples, nationsand lan-
guages should serve Him. Hisdominion
isan everlasting dominion, which shall not
pass away, and His kingdom the one which
shdl not be destroyed.”

Jesus Christ'sreturn to establish God's
Kingdom on earth will fulfill the prophecy
recorded long before His birth: “For unto
usaChildisborn, unto usaSonisgiven;
and the government will be upon His shoul-
der. And Hisname will be called Wonder-
ful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of theincrease of
His government and peace there will be no
end, upon the throne of David and over His
kingdom, to order it and establish it with
judgment and justice from that time for-
ward, even forever. The zeal of the Lorp
of hostswill performthis’ (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Jesuswill return to a battered and besten
earth. Peoplewill have endured atime of ter-
ribletribulation, bloody battlesand horrify-
ing disasters. Zechariah 14 summarizes
events surrounding Christ's return and the
beginning of the Millennium.

Verses 1-2 discuss “the day of the Lorp,”
thetimejust before His return when Jesus
beginsto intervenein world affairsand set
the stage for His second coming. Verses 3-5
gpesk of Hisbattle against the nations and
Hisdescent onto the Mount of Olivesjust
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outside Jerusalem. Verses 6-9 describe
Jesus impact asHeimmediately begins
to comfort earth’sinhabitants and indtitute
God'sway of life.

The“living waters’ mentionedinverse 8
symbolize the healing that will spread out to
al landsfrom Jerusdem. “And inthat day it
shdl betheat living waters shal flow from
Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern
seaand half of them toward the western seg;
in both summer and winter it shall occur.
And the Lorp shdl beKing over dl the
earth...” (Zechariah 14:8-9).

A world of pros-
perity and peace

TheMillennium

shdll judge between the nations, and shall
rebuke many people; they shall beat their
swordsinto plowshares, and their spearsinto
pruning hooks; nation shal not lift up sword
againgt nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore’ (Isaiah 2:2-4).

Isaiah describes aworld completely dif-
ferent from ours. Jesus Christ will rule over
al the earth. People from all nationswill
seek tolearn God'slaw and live according
toit. Asaresult, society will have an entirely
new orientation and approach based on
godly values. Man's creativity and resource-
fulnesswill be used for peaceful purposes
instead of war and destruction.

Isaiah further prophesiesthat, not only
will man’s nature change for the better
when Satan isremoved from the

sweet wine, and al the hillsshall flow with
it (Amos 9:13).

Those who are part of the resurrection
that takes place when Jesus returns are also
described as teacherswho will give people
guidance and direction in God'sway of life:
“And though the L orp gives you the bread
of adversity and the water of afliction, yet
your teacherswill not be moved into acor-
ner anymore, but your eyes shall see your
teachers. Your ears shall hear aword behind
you, saying, ‘ Thisistheway, wak init,
whenever you turn to the right hand or
whenever you turn to the left” (Isaiah
30:20-21).

Faithful Christianswho preparein this
life for the Kingdom of God will reign with
Jesus Christ in the Millennium. Askings,

Isaiah prophesies that, not only will
man’s nature change for the better
when Satan is removed from the scene,
but even the nature of animals will be
different: “The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the young goat, the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together;

isthefirst 1,000 years of the eternad King-
dom of God. The purpose of the Millennium
isto establish God's government on earth
and provide away for every person, pro-
tected from Satan’s deception and tempta-
tion, to prepareto receive an eternd
inheritance in God's Kingdom.

| saiah wasingpired to record many
prophecies of the Millennium. He summa
rizesthe transformation of the earth after
Jesusreturns: “Now it shall cometo pass
inthelatter daysthat the mountain of the
Lorp’shouse shall be established on the top
of the mountains, and shall be exalted above
thehills; and dl nations shal flow to it.
Many shall come and say, ‘ Come, and | et
us go up to the mountain of the Lorp, to the
house of the God of Jacob; Hewill teach us
Hisways, and we shdl walk in His paths!
For out of Zion shal goforth thelaw, and
theword of the Lorp from Jerusdlem. He

6 The Good News

scene, but even the nature of animalswill be
different: “Thewolf dso shall dwell withthe
lamb, the leopard shdl lie down with the
young goat, the calf and the young lion and
thefatling together; and alittle child shall
lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young ones shall lie down together; and
thelion shall eat straw likethe ox. Thenurs-
ing child shall play by the cobra'shole, and
theweaned child shall put hishand inthe
viper'sden” (Isaigh 11:6-8).

A prophecy by Amos showsthe earth ben-
efiting under Jesus Chrigt’srule. The nations
will berichly blessed. For example, crops
will be so abundant that the preparationsfor
the next year' swill be dowed because the
harvest hasn't even been completed.
“‘Behold, the daysare coming,’ saysthe
Lorp, ‘when the plowman shdl overtakethe
reaper, and the treader of grapeshimwho
sows seed; themountain shall drip with

:'-“ A i and a little child shall lead them.”

priests and teachers, they will have the
privilege of assisting Him in governing and
teaching mankind the way and the truth

of God.

A world filled with purpose

Why will theworld be so different during
the Millennium? God will providewhat is
sadly lacking in today’sworld. “ They shall
not hurt nor destroy in al My holy moun-
tain, for the earth shal befull of the knowl-
edge of the Lorp asthe waters cover the
sed’ (Isaiah 11.9).

When peoplelive according to the knowl-
edge of God, they will experience peace and
prosperity—the result of understanding the
true purpose of life and how God intends
manto live. It'sdifficult for usto grasp how
negative an influence Satan ison our lives.
Weliveinaworld that lacks the knowledge
of God, an understanding of Hisingructions
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and the purpose of life. We can only try to
imaginewhat the world will belikewhen it
issaturated with God'struth and man isfree
to pursue the purpose for hisexistence.

The prophet Jeremiah spoke of anew
covenant between God and humanity. Jesus
established this covenant (Matthew 26:28),
but, dthough Satan is present to spread his
deceptions (Revelation 12:9), God has called
relatively few to enter into that covenant.

During the Millennium, however, when
Satan isbound and God fills the world with
knowledge of Him and Hisways, mankind
asawholewill have an opportunity to enter
into this covenant. “Behold, the daysare
coming, saysthe Lorp, when | will makea
new covenant with the house of |sradl and
with the house of Judah—not according to
the covenant that | made with their fathersin
the day that | took them by the hand to bring
them out of theland of Egypt . . . Thisisthe
covenant | will make with the house of |sradl
after those days, saysthe Loro: | will put My
lawintheir minds, and writeit on their
hearts; and | will betheir God, and they
shdl be My people” (Jeremiah 31:31-33;
emphasis added throughout).

The promise of salvation through the
New Covenant will not be limited only to
descendants of Israel, but will extend to al
mankind. In reference to Jesus work of sal-
vation, one of |saiah’s prophecies putsit
thisway: “Indeed He says, ‘It istoo small
athing that You should be My Servant to
raise up thetribes of Jacob, and to restore
the preserved ones of Israel; | will also give
You asalight to the Gentiles, that You
should be My salvation to the ends of the
earth’” (Isaiah 49:6).

Eternal life offered to all

Societieswill be based on the law of God,
which will betaught to dl nations (Isaiah
2:3). Peoplewill learn to obey God from
their heart, motivated by understanding,
love, devotion and appreciation.

The apostle Paul wrote that God “ desires
al men to be saved and to cometo the
knowledge of thetruth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4).

AsJesusrules on earth during the Millen-
nium, peoplewill have the opportunity to
learn about Him and God's plan for salva
tion. All will have the opportunity to come
to see Jesus astheir Savior, redlizing they
can enter into eternd life only through Him
(Acts4:12). Findly recognizing Jesus as
Savior and King, people will honor, worship
and obey Him (Philippians 2:9-12).

But what happens next? What about the
rest of humanity, those who lived and died

without ever hearing of Jesus Christ or
knowing God's plan for savation?

Beyond the Millennium

The Millennium helps us understand the
future of those who have died in thefaith,
those who are dive when Jesusreturnsto
earth and those who are born during the
1,000 years. But what about people who
lived and died before the Millennium? How
will salvation be offered to the billionswho
never heard the message of the gospel?

“But the rest of the dead did not live
again until the thousand yearswerefin-
ished” (Revelation 20:5). When the Millen-
nium isover, the “rest of the dead” will live
again. They will have their opportunity for
salvation too. (To understand more about
this next and important step in God's plan,
be sure to request our free booklet God's
Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for
All Mankind.)

God is*not willing that any should perish
but that all should cometo repentance’

(2 Peter 3:9). These propheciesreved that
God will make His gift of sdvation available
to dl who have lived.

Prophecy need not be confusing

Confusion and misunderstanding about
the Millennium abound, but the Bibleis
clear. The Millennium isthefirst 1,000 years
of God'seternal kingdom. During that time
Jesuswill establish God's government, the
world will be at peace, and mankind will
flourish asthe knowledge of God fillsthe
earth. Humanity will come to understand
and preparefor itseterna destiny in God's
family and kingdom.

In HisWord God has reveal ed much about
the Millennium that strengthens our faith,
sense of purpose and hopefor the future.

We hope that you will continue your study
tolearn of and preparefor your partin God's
incredible plan for you.

Thisarticle has only briefly discussed
some of the many prophecies of the Millen-
nium and Jesus Chrigt’s coming ruleon
earth. To discover more of what the Bible
teaches about this exciting new world, be
sureto request The Gospel of the Kingdom.
To better understand how the Millennium
fitswith God'splanaslaid outin Bible
prophecy, please ask for You Can Under-
stand Bible Prophecy. Both booklets are free
for the asking when you contact our officein
your country (or the country nearest you)
listed on page 2. You can dso find these and
many other bookletsin theliterature library
of our Web Ste at www.gnmagazine.org. Gn

What Does Bible
Prophecy Tell Us About
the Millennium?

“The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, the leopard shall lie down with
the young goat, the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together; and a lit-
tle child shall lead them . . . They shall
not hurt nor destroy in all My holy
mountain . .." (Isaiah 11:6-9).

“Then | will give them one heart, and
I will put a new spirit within them ... and
give them a heart of flesh, that they may
walk in My statutes and keep My judg-
ments and do them; and they shall be
My people, and | will be their God"”
(Ezekiel 11:19-20).

". .. They shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into prun-
ing hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more. But everyone shall sit
under his vine and under his fig tree, and
no one shall make them afraid . . .”
(Micah 4:3-4).

“Many people shall come and say,
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lorp, to the house of the God of
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we
shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of
the Lorp from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).

“And it shall come to pass that every-
one who is left of all the nations which
came against Jerusalem shall go up from
year to year to worship the King, the
Lorp of hosts, and to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16).

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like
adeer, and the tongue of the dumb sing.
For waters shall burst forth in the wilder-
ness, and streams in the desert. The
parched ground shall become a pool,
and the thirsty land springs of water . . ."
(Isaiah 35:5-7).

“‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says
the Lorp, ‘when the plowman shall over-
take the reaper, and the treader of
grapes him who sows seed; the moun-
tains shall drip with sweet wine, and all
the hills shall flow with it . . . They shall
build the waste cities and inhabit them;
they shall plant vineyards and drink
wine from them; they shall also make
gardens and eat fruit from them'”
(Amos 9:13-14).
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What Should We Watch to

Discern the Times?

What key trends should we expect to see when we compare
the state of the world with prophecies in the Bible?

by Darris McNeely

hat trends should we
expect onthe world
scene over the next few
years?
With the gpproach
of anew millennium, an
increasing number of peo-
ple vaguely expect that
Jesus Christ will returnin
the near future. Should we expect Him to return
soon?

You will not understand the reports of unrest in Indonesia,
problems of the Russian economy or astronomical pricing of
Internet stocks without a grasp of globalization.

The Good News

The Good Newsis committed to spreading the
announcement that Jesus Christ will return to estab-
lishthe Kingdom of God (Matthew 24:14). The
word gospel means“good news,” and it isfromthis
message that The Good News drawsits name.

But the Bible states that certain conditions
must exist and specific events must cometo pass
before Jesus will return. Jesus Himself was clear
about this, giving a detailed prophecy of end-
time settings and eventsin the Olivet prophecy
recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.
(To better understand His predictions, be sure to
request your free copy of You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy.)

What are some of these trends and conditions?
Can we recognize them asthey comeinto play?

Atonepointin Hisministry Jesus' enemies
challenged Him to provide asign that He was
indeed who He said He was. Notice Hisresponse:
“Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of
the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the
times’ (Matthew 16:3).

Hewarned His challengers they should have
been able to recognize that certain biblical
prophecies were being fulfilled before their eyes.
Dozens of long-standing prophecies were ful-
filled in His hirth, life and ministry, and many

more would be accomplished in events surround-
ing His death and resurrection. But these people
remained blind and undiscerning, unable to
recognize what was taking place.

What about us? Can we discern the signs of our
times?What events should we watch in our world
that will help us discern and understand?

Let'sconsider three trends beginning to shape
our future on aworld scale. They are globaiza
tion, religious ecumenism and global power shifts.

Increasing globalization

New York Times foreign-affairs columnist
Thomas Friedmanwrites. “. . . If you want to
understand the post—Cold War world you have
to start by understanding that a new international
system has succeeded it—globalization. That is
‘The OneBig Thing' people should focus on.
Globalization isnot the only thing influencing
eventsin theworld today, but to the extent that
thereisaNorth Star and aworldwide shaping
force, itisthissystem” (The Lexusand the Olive
Tree, 1999, p. xviii).

You will not understand the reports of unrest in
Indonesia, problems of the Russian economy or
astronomicd pricing of Internet stockswithout a
grasp of globalization.

Mr. Friedman elaborates: “. . . The globalization
system [is] adynamic ongoing process. globaliza-
tion involvesthe inexorable integration of mar-
kets, nation-states and technologies to adegree
never witnessed before—in away that isenabling
individuals, corporations and nation-states to
reach around the world farther, faster, deeper
and cheaper than ever before, and in away that
isalso producing a powerful backlash from those
brutalized or left behind by this new system.

“Thedriving ideabehind globdization isfree-
market capitalism—the more you let market
forces rule and the more you open your economy
to free trade and competition, the more efficient
and flourishing your economy will be. Globaliza-
tion means the spread of free market capitalism to
virtually every country in the world. Globalization



aso hasits own set of economic rules—
rulesthat revolve around opening, deregu-
lating and privatizing your economy”
(Friedman, p. 8).

He addsthat globalization shapes“the
domestic palitics and foreign relations of
virtually every country” (p. 7).

Helists six interconnected areasthat
make up thistrend: financial markets, poli-
tics, culture, national security, technology
and the environment. None of these consid-
ered done could give acomplete picture of
what istaking place. But viewed together
they add definition to the progress of the
devel oped world toward ahighly integrated
network of relationships.

But theworld isnot just high tech,
finance or politics. Important asthese are
to the health and welfare of nations, deeper
rivers feed into the ocean of humanity. One
of theseisreligion.

Growing ecumenism

Religion has done more than any other
ingtitution to shape nations and influence
people'slives. Religionisadefining force
for good and bad. Chrigt told Hisdisciples
to watch for religion under the guise of His
name or authority asan end-timetrend. The
result would be deception (Matthew 24:4-5).

For dl thefaith that religions have gener-
ated in history, they have fueled untold divi-
sion and schisms, The Christian world alone
has been divided since 1054—nearly amil-
[ennium—into Western and Eastern seg-
ments. Since the Protestant Reformation of
the 16th century, thousands of denomina-
tions have devel oped—al ong with a bewil-
dering variety of religiousideasand beliefs.

The movement to unitethefaithsis
ecumenism. The movement to promote a
worldwide religious unity and cooperation
centerson the efforts of the current pope,
John Paul II. Hisvision of uniting the fac-
tionsof Chrigtianity hasresulted in gather-
ings of leadersfrom many faithsto pray and
focus on common tenets.

Theinfluence of the papal office across
denominational linesisevidencedina
recent paper produced by ajoint Anglican-
Catholic commission that stated “ only the
Pope has the mora authority to unitethe
various Chrigtian denominations’ (Oliver
Poole, Electronic Telegraph, No. 1448,
May 13).

Sowly and incrementally various denom-
inations are moving along the path of reli-
gious unity. We must understand that
progress comes step by step. Lutheransand
Catholicsrecently resolved their 500-year-

old rift over the doctrine of judtification. It
took 30 years of talksto reach the accord,
but it represents asignificant devel opment
congdering that Martin Luther himself
challenged thistenet. More recently nearly
eight million American Lutheransand
Episcopaliansironed out many differences
and agreed they could share clergy and out-
reach programs and combine congregations
where needed.

Revelation 17 describes apowerful and
influential end-time religious, politica and

the members of the EU may yet trigger
other socia and economic reformsthat will
have far-reaching consequences.

Though the value of the euro hasfallen
compared with other currencies, we should
not underestimate itslong-term impact. A
recent Wall Sreet Journal article pointed
out that in 1985 the mighty British pound
sterling had falen to $1.03. Today, at over
$1.80, it is considered astrong currency
within avibrant economy.

It takesyears, not weeks, to sort out the

To wield the kind of influence this prophecy describes presupposes a
high degree of cooperation between, or control of, many groups and

denominations.

economic system symbolized by awoman
sitting on a scarlet beast with aname on her
forehead, “Mystery, Babylon the Grest, the
Mother of Harlotsand of the Abominations
of the Earth.” Sheisdepicted asholdingin
her hand a cup of abominations (a corrupt
mixture of religious dogma) and isdrunk
with the blood of God's faithful martyred
saints (Revelation 17:3-6).
Towiddthekind of influencethis
prophecy describes presupposes ahigh
degree of cooperation between, or control of,
many groups and denominations. The move-
ment toward religious unity will be but one
power shift to occur in the coming years.

Global power shifts

The 10 years since the Cold War have
seen dramatic changes. The Soviet Union
broke apart in 1991, leaving avacuumin
Europe. The former Iron Curtain countries
of Eastern Europe find themsdlvesin
varying stages of development.

Some, like Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic, are now part of NATO,
the aliance formed as aWestern bulwark
againgt the old Soviet Union. Germany has
reunited and plays amajor political and
economic role in the European Union and
among the Western democracies. Yet, as
we have seen in the Balkans, some nations
have not handled the freedom from exter-
nal control without resorting to age-old
hostilities that have resulted in atrocities
and bloodshed.

Theintroduction of the euro, the mone-
tary unit adopted by most member countries
of the European Union, has et to impact
the world economy. Thisdoes not mean it
will not do so in future years. The launch of
the unit last January isamilestonein itsdlf.
Thetransition to asingle currency among

factorsthet ultimately determine the success
of anew currency unit. If anything hasbeen
learned in the last 50 years of European
history, it isthat far-reaching change and
progresstoward any god takesalong and
circuitous route before achieving completion.

Russia-China alliance?

Itisasoimportant that we watch and
understand eventsin Aga. Relations
between Chinaand the United States are
going through their worst period in years.
Revelations of Chinese spying and the theft
of sengtiveinformation from U.S. nuclear-
weapons |aboratories have shocked those
who understand what is a stake. Coupling
the stolen secrets with the purchase of
advanced American computer, missileand
satellite technology inthe past three years,
Chinacan develop, arm and launch
weapons targeted at military and population
centersin the United States.

A recent forecast by the Stratfor Agency
projects: “Russiaand Chinawill be moving
into acloser, primarily anti-American
aliancein 1999. That processisthe most
important global trend today. It iswell under
way and isasointensifying” (Stratfor’s
Third Quarter Forecast, June 27).

Two significant items need to be
resolved between these nuclear powers.
Thefirst isthe status of Central Asian
republics, which are experiencing ethnic
and religious unrest from Muslim groups
within their midst. Thisis spilling over into
Chinese provinces, causing problemsfor
the Chinese leadership.

The Russian leadership isreluctant to
get involved with these sticky disputes, but
pressureis coming from elementsin the
Russian military and government to exert

Continued on page 28
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Waiting for the

End of the World

by John Ross Schroeder

As we approach
the threshold of a
new millennium,
what does the
Bible say to those
who count on the
end of the world
occurring around
New Year’s Day
2000?

10

rmageddon and Apocalypse areintheair.
Theturn of anew century and anew mil-
lennium intensifies a nervous eschato-
logical impulse. Some expect the end
of theworld and Jesus Christ'sreturn
onJan. 1, 2000.
Strange things are going on. For
instance, asmall Christian group
moved to the Mount of Olives, just outside
Jerusalem, to help usher in the second
coming. In a separate incident the Isragli
government had to intervene and cancel a
simulated Christian enactment of the events
of Armageddon—a purported preview of the
coming catastrophe. They deported mem-
bers of another group whose leader pre-
dicted that he would meet aviolent death
in Jerusalem this December. Not long ago
hundreds of members of yet another dooms-
day group disappeared into the remote
mountains of Colombia.
Millennial madnessisall the rage as 1999
drawstoaclose.
There have dways been Chris-
tianswho believed so intensely
that they knew exactly when
Christ must return that
they tried to make it
happen. How
absurd thismust
seem to Godl.
Christisour
Lord and
Master—not
. theother way
. around (John
13:13).

lesson by now.

Nonetheless, He did tell usto be alert
to world events, trends and conditions that
would precede His second coming (Luke
21:36), but we should approach themin
abalanced and rational way—never
attempting to set adate.

No man knows the exact time

When it does occur, the return of Jesus
Christ will take its place alongside such
epochal events asthe creation, Noah'sflood
and Christ'sfirst coming. But God the Father
has reserved to Himself the decision of the
exact timeit will take place. Even Jesus
Christ Himsalf did not know when it would
be (Matthew 24:36).

The disciples continued their persistent
questioning after His resurrection to eternal
life. They still wanted to know when. Christ
gave them virtualy the same answer He had
previously: “Itisnot for you to know times
or seasons which the Father has put in His
own authority” (Acts 1:7).

Historically thisreply has been hard for
people to accept. Somehow we want to cir-
cumvent Jesus' own words and figure out
some way to know exactly when.

Over thelast nearly 2,000 years many
have wound up with egg on their faces. From
time to time the misguidedly zealous have
set dates only to see them come and go
without the gppearance of Jesus Christ. One
would have thought we would have learned
the lesson by now.

Many, however, seem to be proneto this
weakness. Even the early apostlesweren't
immune, thinking Christ would returnin

From time to time the misquidedly zealous
have set dates only to see them come and go
without the appearance of Jesus Christ. One
would have thought we would have learned the
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their lifetimes. But later in lifethey cameto
amore accurate understanding (see 2 Peter
3; 2 Timothy 4).

To better understand God's thinking,
let'stake abrief scriptural look at Christ's
first and second advents from the biblical
perspective.

Carefully planned far in advance

Thefirst coming of Jesus Christ wasa
carefully planned occurrence. It did not
happen by accident or just at arandom
timein history. The Bible tells us that
“when the fullness of the time had come,
God sent forth His Son, born of awoman,
born under the law” (Galatians 4:4,
emphasis added throughout).

Other trandations render this expression
as“the gppointed time,” “theright time” or
something similar. God establishes plans
and timetables, and “theright time” isthat
particular period most suitable to Hisplan
and purpose.

Jesus Chrigt asthe Lamb of God was
“dain from the foundation of the world”
(Revelaion 13:8; John 1:29), but the actud
event didn’t occur for several thousand
years. Almost 2,000 years have passed since
His death and resurrection. But, as Hebrews
9:28 reminds us, “ Christ was offered onceto
bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly
wait for Him He will appear a second time,
apart from sin, for salvation.”

Scripturally both comings are connected
and intertwined (Isaiah 61:1-2), yet a con-
siderable time lapses between these two
events. Both are enormously important
stepsin God's plan for humanity.

Consider the words of the apostle Paull
to the church at Ephesus: “In Christ our
release is secured and our sinsforgiven
through the shedding of Hisblood . . . He
[the Father] has made known to us His
Secret purpose, in accordance with the
plan which He determined beforehand in
Chrigt, to be put into effect when the time
was ripe, namely that the universe, every-
thing in heaven and earth might be brought
into aunity with Christ” (Ephesians 1:7-
10, Revised English Bible).

Paul here speaks of atime that undoubt-
edly includes the second coming of
Christ yet apparently extends beyond that
crucial event.

The divine timetable

We can be absolutely sure no major event
in prophecy will occur without God's
knowledge, if not Hisdirection and partici-

pation. Inlooking back, crucial occurrences
will have happened “when the time was
ripe’ (Ephesians 1:10) and not before.

The Bible makesit clear that God can
guide and direct eventsto accomplish His
ends. “ For thiswasthe plan of the One [the
Father] who shapes the whole course of
eventsto His appointed ends’ (verse 11,
Trandator's New Testament).

God the Father will send Jesus Christ
back to earth at precisely theright time.
Unlike us, He can see the whole picture,
everything that is happening in the world
at any given time. He a one has perfect
knowledge of the past and future.

In contrast, we can perceive only a
part of the scenario. “We know in part
and we prophesy in part,” wrote the
apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 13:9).

Yet Christ told usto pray “Your king-
dom come” (Matthew 6:10), plainly
telling us He wants us to eagerly and
enthusiastically seek thetime of Hisdirect,
decisiveintervention in human affairs. In
the meantime we are to take diligent care
to seethat our spiritual lifeisin order
(Luke 21:29-36).

Sober words of warning

We should carefully heed Jesus Christ's
words of warning in the Olivet prophecy,
given shortly before His death: “ Then if
anyone saysto you, ‘Look, hereisthe
Chrigt!” or *There!” do not believeit. For
false christs and false prophets will rise
and show great signs and wondersto
deceive, if possible, eventheelect . . .
Thereforeif they say to you, ‘Look, Heis
in the desert!” do not go out; or ‘Look, He
isin theinner rooms!” do not believeit”
(Matthew 24:23-24, 26).

If people would only understand and
heed the words of Jesus Himself, they
wouldn’t be setting up residence on the
Mount of Olives or trying to act out the
events of Armageddon in advance. Truly
the second coming will be aglobal event
(verse 30). God'sangelswill gather His
elect from anywhere on earth they happen
to be (verse 31).

Jesus expects Hisfollowersto carry out
Hiswork of spreading the gospel of the
Kingdom of God (Matthew 24:14) and
sharing His truth and commandments with
theworld (Matthew 28:18-20). We areto
wait for Hisreturn with faith and patience
(Luke 21:19), knowing that “he who
enduresto the end shall be saved”
(Matthew 24:13). Gn

ANNOUNCING

AMBASSADOR
BIBLE CENTER

“I believe that the Bible is the best
gift God has ever given to man”

—Abraham lincoln

Center 1s a program designed
to pass on the precious truths
of God to interested, qualified
students. It is not a ministerial
training school, but a highly
concentrated series of classes to
thoroughly cover the basic bib-
lical doctrines and to lead stu-
dents systematically through all
the books of the Bible.

The center will provide highly
focused study and instruction
over a nine-month course Jan.
10 through Aug. 4, 2000. The
center is located in Cincinnati,
Ohio, at the home office of the
United Church of God, publish-
er of The Good News magazine.

You should consider enrol-
ling in the program if you:

e Love God's truth and desire
to gain deeper understanding
of the Bible.

¢ Can meet the challenge of a
rigorous course of study.

e Have the vision to value a
challenging opportunity to ded-
icate yourself to this intensive,
nine-month study of the Bible.

For further information write:

Ambassador Bible Center
PO. Box 541027
Cincinnati, OH 45252-1027

JAN. 10, 2000
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few of our beleaguered planet's
problems.

United States

Senseless, - random
violence._ made  head-
lines around the coun-
try, most recently the

September murder  of

seven people inside a

Texas church.

Major - stories : also
included the two high-
school seniors who killed-or
wounded 35 students and fac-
ulty members at Columbine High

School : in - :Colorado in - ‘April,” the
deranged young man who shot 11 people on an Independence
Day-weekend killing spree in Indiana and lllinois and the mad-
man who gunned down three youngsters, two day-care-center
employees and a postal employee in California in August.

The aftermath showed the now-familiar stunned reactions
and the shocked embraces of weeping teenagers as they,
along with other survivors and relatives, struggled to deal with
yet another incomprehensible shooting outrage.

According to a recent report in USA Today, “556 people in 44
cities died in gun-related incidents from April:’20 when 12 stu-
dents and a teacher were shot to death in Littleton, Colorado,
through September 1.”

Another such survey showed that “last year about 2.6 mil-
lion Americans [students] in grade six through 12 carried a
gun outside school for protection or as a weapon, excluding
hunting [game].”

Most of the mass killings are carried out by unsuccessful
loners generally thought of as “losers” by the rest of society—
frustrated outsiders who assume they have little to lose by
expressing their murderous rage against various groups.
Judaism and Christianity have been recent targets.

Most of the mass killings are carried out by
unsuccesstul loners who assume they have
little to lose by expressing their murderous
rage against various groups.

The United Church of God has published two free booklets,
Making Life Work -and The Ten Commandments, that show
how we can structure our families in such a way that the con-
ditions that produce these tragedies can be surmounted and
avoided. Please request your free copies. (Sources: USA Today,
The Independent on Sunday [London], The Evening Standard
[London].)

An Overview of Condit
In this last issue of 1999 we review the state of the world as

the year draws to a close: Join us as we take a brief tour to
spots-on the globe that highlight a

Colombia

The stereotypical image of Colombia is of a nation that sup-
plies much of the world’s illegal drugs. Yet civil war is-proba-
bly this South American nation’s main problem. For most of
the last three decades a series of unsuccessful governments
has fought a losing battle against left-wing guerrillas. Revo-
lutionary forces control 40 percent of Colombia’s territory.

This nation has known little peace this entire century. Tens
of thousands have lost their lives and thousands more have
been forced off their land. By some estimates civil war has
displaced more than-a million Colombians: (Source: The
Independent on Sunday [London].)

Africa

Some people seem to think that the HIV epidemic is all but
over. Not true. AIDS remains Africa’s deadliest killer.

Michael Adler is professor of genitourinary medicine at
Royal Free College Medical School in Britain. He writes: “AlDS
now results in'more deaths than any other infectious disease
in the world, having overtaken tuberculosis and malaria. It is
the biggest cause of death in Africa (and probably the rest of
the developing world). Currently 34 million people are living
with AIDS . .. Sixteen thousand new infections with HIV occur
each day.”

Zambia and Zimbabwe are becoming nations of orphans. In
Zambia.one in five adults is infected with HIV. In Zimbabwe the
government says that soon nearly a million children under 15
will ‘have no mother.. The nations of Sub-Saharan Africa
account for 20.8 million: cases of HIV: (compare this with
500,000 in Western Europe).

AIDS is projected to kill 30 million: Africans in the next 20
years.. As The Independent’s science editor observed: “The
explosive threat of AIDS in Africa threatens to undermine the
health and social improvements of the past 20 years; causing
widespread: economic collapse -across: the -entire -region.”
(Sources: The Financial Times, The Times, The Independent, The
Daily Telegraph, The Economist [all London].)

East Timor

Asia’s 27th independent state has emerged in turmoil. Just
when the Kosovo conflict seemed to settle down, East Timor
exploded as a result of its tragic bid for independence from
Indonesia after 24 years of occupation. This Asian area is yet
another abode for a United Nations peacekeeping force.

For-almost four decades Indonesia itself has been a dormant
volcano underthe rule of Gen. Suharto. In the aftermath of his
demise the region is threatened with a fate somewhat like
Yugoslavia's-after Marshall Tito's death.

As Time magazine put it: “Thugs supported by the Indone-
sian military lay waste to East Timor—killing hundreds, rocking
the government in Jakarta and ruining the country’s reputa-
tion'in the eyes of the world.” Nuns.and priests have been mas-
sacred. Some 150,000 Timorese are _living like refugees.
Meanwhile Western nations including Britain wonder about
the wisdom of their generous arms supply to this area of the
world. This is the ugly side of Britain's $4.2 billion-a-year
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Around

weapons trade. (Sources: The Sunday Times, The Daily Mail,
The Times, The Metro [all London], Time.)

Britain

”Millions of Animals Now Worthless.” “Prices Paid to Farm-
ers Plummet to All-Time Lows.” “No Cash for Sheep Farmers.”

Such headlines are not from the tabloid press; they repre-
sent stark reality. These newspaper accounts reflect the criti-
cal state of British agriculture. Farmers are losing money.on
almost everything they breed or grow. Only wheat is an
exception to the trend.

These newspaper accounts reflect the
critical state of British agriculture.
Farmers are losing money on almost
everything they breed or grow.

Income on the farm has plunged 75 percent in the last three
years. Soon hundreds of rural communities could become vir-
tual ghost towns and farms transformed into other uses. A
recent $255 million government aid program has failed to
pacify angry farmers.

Overproduction and the cessation of substantial European
Union subsidies are the main factors. Inevitably farms will be
lost to families.

The possible long-term significance of these developments
should not be lost on us. In a future national crisis, a country
may need. all of her agricultural lands, particularly if the
nation ‘is ‘subjugated  and ‘threatened with starvation.
(Sources: The Independent on Sunday, The Independent, The
Daily Mail, The Times [all London].)

Russia

Many are the woes of Russia. Militarily the country is in the
midst of an escalating war in Chechnya and conflict with
Islamic forces in Dagestan (in the North Caucasus) that may be
directly related to a spate of terrorist strikes in Moscow. Also,
the latest of many charges of corruption—accusations of Rus-
sian money laundering through a New York bank—prompted
Newsweek to state: “Virtually no one from the nation’s busi-
ness elite to President Boris Yeltsin to his major political oppo-
nents in next year's presidential elections seems untainted any
longer by corruption.”

Environmentalists are worried because of possible
radioactive contamination from underground storage tanks
around the Russian state. On the political scene there is
growing domestic turmoil in Moscow as the capital city is wit-
ness to many ambitious power plays and increasing calls for
the resignation of President Yeltsin. (Sources: Newsweek, The
Times [London].)

In summary

Earlier this year Newsweek observed: “Suddenly the world
looks like a troubled, dangerous place again.”Although the

the World

troubles in the Balkans have settled somewhat, less-publicized
areas continue in crisis. Consider, for example, Ethiopia and
Eritrea. Though far away from the current attention of most
of the world’s news media; these two African countries are
fighting the world’s biggest war. (Up to 43 wars of varying
degrees of intensity are being waged as we go to press.)

Many thousands have been killed, wounded or taken
captive on both sides. China, Bulgaria, Russia and Romania
are supplying fighter aircraft to these two opposing coun-
tries. Both have spent hundreds: of millions of dollars on
modern weaponry. Already poor countries, they are fool-
ishly misspendingtheir national substance at the expense of
their citizenry. Surely national health and economics should
be a-more important priority. But, as Foreign Affairs stated,
"a rising trend is the propensity of African states to invade
each other.”

Natural disasters in major population centers have recently
made the news. Devastating earthquakes with much loss of
life have recently occurred in Turkey, Greece and Taiwan. As a
general sign of the times, Jesus Christ warned us that there
would be "earthquakes in various places” (Matthew 24:7).

Space prevents: us from a truly comprehensive panoramic
picture of the world in any one article. But these events and
trends suggest we still live in a dangerous and troubled age.
One passage in the book of Revelation is particularly relevant
in explaining the present state of affairs. “... The great dragon
was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan,
who deceives the whole world . . .” (Revelation 12:9). We live
in-an age that has been seriously misled by Satan. In the ulti-
mate sense he is primarily responsible for the tragic events in
our troubled world.

Jesus Christ warned us that “[we] will have tribulation”
(John 16:33). Though He originally spoke these words to His
first disciples, they apply to our age as well. Christ called His
own generation “adulterous and sinful” (Mark 8:38), an
expression that fits our own age all too well.

The testimony of the New Testament is consistent. The
apostle Paul described the world this side of the Kingdom of

The apostle Paul described the world
this side of the Kingdom of God as “this
present evil age.”

God as "this present evil age” (Galatians 1:4). Another apos-
tle, John, wrote that “the whole world lies under the sway of
the wicked one” (1 John 5:19), reminding us of the one
whom God holds ultimately responsible for'the wayward
human condition.

Today we anticipate events that will finally produce the
final crisis, followed by the joyous beginnings of Jesus Christ's
millennial reign on this earth (Revelation 20:1-6). In the mean-
time, one great responsibility we have is to warn our peoples
of a coming great time of trouble unprecedented in all of
world history (Matthew 24:14, 21-22; 28:18-20; Jeremiah 30:7;
Daniel 12:1).

—John Ross Schroeder
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What Is Berlin's Destiny?

What will the map of Europe look like in the coming years?
Is Berlin destined to shape the future of Europe?

enyearsago | wassent to Berlin at the

timeof thefal of the BerlinWall. | wit-

nessed the joyous pandemonium of

many East Berlinersasthey flooded into

theWest. Citizensfrom both sides of the
city warmly embraced and danced on top of
thewall Nov. 9, 1989.

For nearly 50 yearsfreedom of travel had
been severdly restricted—and not afew from
the Eadt lost thelr lives attempting to reach
West Berlin.

A different Berlin

But 10 years|ater we seeatransformed
Berlin—acity that hasbegun to resumeits
former roleas capita of apowerfully reunited
German nation. Cranes and other heavy con-
druction equipment dot the city asit prepares
to housethe vast government officesand resi-
dences necessary to runthemogt influential
nation in modern Europe.

A new multilevel railway passenger depot
istobehuilt onthesteof ardatively small
dation. The presence of some 100 cranestow-
ering over the Steismute testimony to the
seriousness of this superambitious project
dready hailed asthebiggest and finest rail-
way stationinall of Europe. Indeed, Berlin
isthe biggest building site on the Continert.

Officid businessisaready progressing.
OnAug. 23 Gerhard Schroder began to gov-
ern Germany from Berlin, itshistoric capital.
Throughout July, 40 containers packed with
everything from fresh notepaper to vitd his-
torica recordstraveled over the busy railway
route from Bonn, capitd of the former West
Germany, to Berlin.

For thefirgt time since the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany wasfounded in 1949, parlia-
ment and government are, in thetrue sense
of the phrase, coming home—hut a an
edimated cogt of 20 billion marks.

Berlinisagain becoming the fulcrum of
agreater Germany. Thefocus of the nation’s
politics and decison-making has shifted eest.
Thenew capitd isthecrucid gateway to Eagt-
ern European markets. Between 1995 and
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by John Ross Schroeder

Dozens of construction cranes towering over the site of Berlin’s new railway depot sym-
bolize the emerging strength of a reunited Germany, Europe’s economic powerhouse.

1997 exportsto Poland increased by 60 per-
cent, and East Europe asawhole has become
Germany's second-largest export market.

Future capital of Europe?

As The Good News hasreported, last April
marked the opening of the Reichgtag asthe
new permanent home of the Bundestag, the
German parliament. It comeseight years after
the nationa governing body voted to relocate
itsdlf to the hitoric site of Berlin, acity
founded more than 750 years ago.

The Reichstag was originaly constructed
during the 20-year reign of Kaiser Wilhelm
[ (1888-1918) and has experienced aturbu-
lent history. Itsdestruction by arsonin early
1933 served asapretext for the Nazi regime
(1933-1945) to revoke the democratic
Weimar congtitution.

British journalist and author Neal Asch-
erson had aso traveled to Berlin for afirst-
hand look at this burgeoning city. Hereis
his summation of itsfuture: “ Germany will
be the heartland, the engine-room, of a
United Europein the 21st century. One cur-
rency, the Euro, will be run from Frankfurt,
but Berlin may cometo be the focus of

European culture and politics”

Thisveteranjourndigt did not mince his
words. He called Berlin “the mongter from
the Prussan sands” Right or wrong, thisview
from the British pressisnot unusud.

In hisrecent book History of the Present,
another British author and journdist, Timothy
GartonAsh, ismorereserved in his assess:
ment. “ Even a one minute past midnight
on 1 January, 1990 we dready knew that this
would beaformative decadein Europe. A
forty-year-old European order had just col-
lapsed withthe BerlinWall . . . Everyonewas
hailinga‘New Europe’”

Thereisno questioning thefact that a
united, fully sovereign Germany will be
therichest and most powerful country in
Europe. AsMr. Ash continued: “What mat-
tersnow isfor the new republic, The Berlin
Republic, to concentrate on building
Europe'sfuture” (emphasis added). Even
Bill Clinton has described Berlin as*“the
heart of aunited Europe”

British concern expressed at Chequers

On March 24, 1990, Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher of Britain summoned ateam
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of experts, higtoriansand specidisgson Ger-
many to aprivate meeting at Chequers (every
British prime minister's country home, ando-
gousto Camp Davidinthe United States).

Timothy Garton Ash participated inthis
Chequers meeting and later gained access
to asynopsiswritten by Mrs. Thatcher’s
private secretary, Charles Powell. At that
time one particular sentence reflected Con-
servative Party concern about long-term
German intentions:

“ Some even lessflattering attributes were
... mentioned asan abiding part of the Ger-
man character: in dphabetica order, angd,
aggressiveness, assertiveness, bullying, ego-
tism, inferiority complex, sentimentaity.”
Although the report mentioned positive
nationd characteridticsaswell, thissingle
sentenceisthe onethe British tabloids played
to the maximum.

A few months|ater in the respected Soecta-
tor magazine, a British cabinet minister pub-
licly labeled the European monetary system
asa" German racket designed to take over the
wholeof Europe” So great wasthe outcry
among British liberalsthat in effect this
Satement cogt him hisjob.

A personal view

Being of German heritage on my paterna
Side, with 19th-century ancestral rootsin
Oldenburg, | don't liketo hear negative
comments about the German nation or its
nationa character. However, my mother's
ancestry was British, and shefdt so strongly
about Germany (undoubtedly because of its
rolein World War |, 1914-1918) that my
father had to agree before the marriage never
to speak aword of German in the children’s
presence. Although it was hisfirst language,
hefaithfully kept thispromise.

Nonethelessmy father kept meinformed
about West Germany’s startling economic
progressintheearly '50sand ingrained in
meastrong interest in Teutonic culture
and practice.

Yet at theend of the day what countsisnot
persond fedingsabout aparticular race or
ethnic group, beit British or German, but
what God' sWord tellsus of thefuturerole
of nations.

Prophecy of the fourth kingdom

The broad, trunk-of-the-tree outline of
prophecy is projected throughout the Bible.
But severa chaptersin the books of Daniel
and Revelaion congiderably narrow the
focus of futureworld events. A governmental

The Reemergence of the Reichstag

| briefly visited the site of the Reichstag
in 1989 when the Berlin Wall fell. | was
shocked when a German citizen
grabbed me by the shoulders and
blurted: “Do you see this building? This

Republic.” Ironically the architect is
British, Sir Norman Foster.

In 1995, when the conceptual artist
Christo covered this building with more
than a million square feet of silver-

is where all of Germany will be ruled
from!” I silently retreated in disbelief,
but the emotion of that moment has
remained etched in my memory.

That was about 10 years ago. Today
the Reichstag is the centerpiece of the
new Berlin. It sets an architectural stan-
dard that should last well into the 21st
century. The original building was
torched in 1933.

According to Newsweek (April 19), the
building’s reopening in April of this year
signaled “the coming of the Berlin

colored fabric and transformed the
Reichstag into a stupendous gift box, it
was described “as a powerful metaphor
for the country’s transition from West
Germany's Bonn Republic to reunited
Germany’s Berlin Republic.”

As an American observer expressed it:
“If the architecture of the Reichstag rep-
resents a kind of Prussian hardness—
Germany as it was—the wrapped
version can be seen almost as an ideal
symbol of the new Germany struggling
to emerge from unification.”

A Decisive Decision

On June 20, 1991, the Bundestag
decided to move the German capital from
Bonn, where it had been for 40 years, to
the traditional city of the German confed-
eration after 1867.

An emotional debate preceded a close
majority vote. The final tally was 338 in
favor of Berlin and 320 for Bonn. Some
observers said that this crux decision was

“the greatest in the Federal Diet's history.”
An emotional speech by Interior Minis-
ter Wolfgang Schauble, a chief negotiator
of the unification treaty, was thought to
be instrumental in swinging the deciding
votes. (Source: Lewis J. Edinger and
Brigitte L. Nacos, From Bonn to Berlin:
German Politics in Transition, New York,
Columbia University Press, 1998.)
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power referred to asa*beast” ismentioned
in both books.

Danid writes. “. .. | saw inthenight
visons. . . afourth beadt, dreadful and terri-
ble, exceedingly strong” (Danid 7:7). Infact,
itwastobeas“strong asiron” (Danid 2:40).

Since history records no additiona world
empire between the disintegration of the
Greek Empire (biblicdly identified asthe
third beast Daniel saw) and therise of Rome,
thisfourth beast can refer only to the Roman
Empire. Sincethe beginning of the Chrigtian
era, Europe has been the geographical area
greatly influenced, if not governed, by the
Roman Empire and its successors, both
politically and religioudly.

We should note that thisfourth greet
empire, ruling theknown civilized world a
that time, wasto superimposeits control over
theterritory of the three preceding empires.
“And thefourth kingdom shall be strong as
iron, inasmuch asiron bresksin piecesand
shetterseverything; and likeiron that king-
domwill bresk in piecesand crush dl the
others’ (verse40).

The Roman Empirewasto experience
seven resurrections. Six have aready been
documented in European history sincethe
origind fal of ancient RomeinA.D. 476. The
seventh and find reviva isyet ahead of us.

Danid and Revelation tietogether well.
Thelatter book also mentionsthefourth
beest. Thegpostie Johnwrote: “. .. All the
world marvelled and followed the beast . . .
saying, ‘Whoislikethebeast?Whoisable
to makewar withhim?” (Revelaion 13:3-4).
Thisbeast power assumes authority “over
every tribe, tongue, and nation. All who dwell
ontheearthwill worshiphim..” (verse?).

Hereisafuture power of immense srength
and might—thedriving force behind a
revived Roman Empire. Germany, asthe
most vibrant economic power in Europe, fits
this prophetic description better than any
other country within theterritory of that
ancient empire.

Biblica prophecy further indicatesthat this
powerful combinewill be composed of 10
nationsor groups of nations (Revelaion
17:3). But one authoritarian figure will be
head of Sate over these nations—roughly
within the historica-geographica territory
of the old Roman Empire (verse 13).

Which nation will dominate?

Conor Cruise O’ Brien isarespected author
of many books about nationswho resdesin
the Republic of Ireland. Writing in the Oct.
31,1989, issue of The Times(London), he
warned: “TheReichisreviving.” Mr. O'Brien
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saw “areunited and powerful Germany as
only amatter of time”

Alvin Toffler isan American author and
observer of world trends and events. His
booksincludethe best sdler Future Shock
and another influentid work, Power shift.

Mr. Toffler and hiswife, Heidi, havetoured
theworld to talk with national leaders about
sgnificant shiftsaffecting regiona power cen-
ters. In the January 1990 issue of World Moni-
tor, he spoke of a“Berlin power center.” The
aticlewas headlined “Merging Germany:
TheFuture”

Following are some of Mr. Toffler's pre-
dictionsexpressed in this article from 10
years ago:

“Degpite many obstacles, the two Ger-
manysmanageto reunify . . . They relocate
the nation's cgpital from Bonnto Berlin’

“The combined two-Germany economy
dredticaly overshadowsthose of France,
Britain, Italy, leading the economic hegemony
over Europe”

“The[European Union’s] push for acom-
mon currency and asingle European bank
[now in Frankfurt] intended to enmesh Ger-
many producesthe reverse effect. By centrd-
izing power, they give more not less power to
whatever economy islargest.”

“Degpitethe urging of Western Europe's
leaders, the United States, driven by itsbud-
getary deficits[no longer true] and interna-
tiond political pressures, radicaly reducesits
troopsin Europe, weakening NATO and fur-
ther enhancing the rel ativeindependence and
power of Germany.”

Inthered world of internationd relations,
the more economically sound nation—a
reunited Germany—is destined to dominate
in Europe.

The emergence of German influence

WhenYugodav's President Slobodan
Milosevic findly decided to contact the out-
sideworld by making hisinitid offer towith-
draw hisforcesfrom Kosovo, hedidn’t send
|etterseither to the United Statesor Russia
Instead he posted oneto Chancdllor Gerhard
Schroder of Germany.

As Jacob Heilbrunn observed in The Los
Angeles Times (June6), “Milosevic'sdecison
to appeal to Germany isfurther confirmation
of that country’s growing power in the center
of Centrd Europe” (Mr. Heilbrunnisasenior
editor for The New Republic and hasresided
and traveled extensvely in Germany.)

However, it must be said thet the present
German chancellor doesnot generdly empha:
Szenationa power in hisrhetoric and often
taksof Berlin'scongdructive, cooperativerole

withinalarger Europe. For ingtance, inhis
inaugural speech he spoke of “agrown-up
nation that doesn't haveto fed superior or
inferior to anyone, that acceptsits history and
responsibility—hut isforward looking”

Also, 45 years of communism badly crip-
pled East Germany’seconomy, and it has
taken much longer than originaly anticipated
to revive the Eastern side's economic fortunes.
Yet the nation asawholeisjust beginning to
get cranked up economicaly. As The Sunday
Timesreported from Frankfurt; “After dum-
bering for years, Germany’s giant companies
areonthe prowl and pitting their might againgt
European and Americanrivas’ (Aug. 19).

Europe stands & a crossroads asto
whether it will useits enormous human and
natura resourcesfor the benefit of human-
kind or for purposesthat in the end will
provefar moresinister.

And the prophecies of the Bibleremain.
Oneinthebook of Revelation says. “Theten
hornswhich you saw areten kingswho have
received no kingdom as of yet, but they
receive authority for one hour askingswith
the beast. These are of onemind, and they
will givethelr power and authority to the
beast” (verses 12-13). This prophetic “ beast”
government will rulein oppositionto God's
principlesand laws.

We cannot predict just how and when such
apowerful forcewill emergeintheancient
land of the old Roman Empire. But Bible
prophecy revedsthat it will happen, with dev-
adating resultsfor therest of theworld. G

RecoMMENDED READING

Thisarticle has briefly discussed
some of the many prophecies of geopo-
litical eventsthat will shapethe world

before Jesus Christ .

refurnsto ruleon earth. Sl E i Sy
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you) listed on page 2. You can also find
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Removing the Myths
From Christ’'s Childhood

Legends are legion about Christ’s birth and childhood.
Can the Bible help us separate fact from fiction?

hat do we know about Jesus birth
and early childhood? Two thousand
yearslater myths shroud the history
of the early childhood of Jesus Christ.

Onefable has Jesus|earning to do miracles
from Egyptian magicianswhen Hisfamily fled
to Egypt to escape King Herod'swrath. Another
describes the young Jesus making pigeons of
clay and impressing other children by making
them cometolife.

Millions of people believe Jesuswas born on
Dec. 25and that He had no brothers and Sisters
and that hismother lived in perpetua virginity.

How can we separate fact fromfiction?Isit
important for those who believe in Jesus astheir
Savior to get the facts sraight?

Jesus Christ embodied truth. Shouldn't His
followers, then, insist on believing only what is
true? Didn't He say: “If you abidein My word,
you are My disciplesindeed. And you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you
freg”? (John 8:31-32).

Shouldn’'t we free ourselves from the legends
and outright falsehoods that envelop the birth and
lifeof Chrigt?

The Scriptures themselves provide facts that
dispel many myths and errors which have crept
into the accounts of His childhood. By carefully
reviewing Bible prophecies and the four Gospels
—narratives of Jesus life—we can separate truth
from error.

A birth predicted 700 years in advance

Thefirst thing to remember about the early
history of Christ isthat numerous prophecies
predicted the manner, place and approximate
date of Hishirth.

Some 700 years before Jesus was born, God
prophesied through |saiah that “the virgin shall
conceive and bear aSon, and shall call Hisname
Immanuel’” (Isaiah 7:14). This prophecy was
fulfilled with the birth of Jesus. “So dl thiswas
donethat it might be fulfilled which was spoken

by Mario Seiglie

by the Lord through the prophet, saying:
‘Behold, the virgin shall bewith child, and bear
aSon, and they shall call Hisname Immanuel,
whichistrandated, ‘ God with us” (Matthew
1:22-23).

The birth of Jesus Christ to avirgin was pre-
dicted 700 years before the actual event. Even
the miracul ous circumstances of the Messiah's
birth were foretold!

Time and place of predicted

Not only was the manner of hisbirth pre-
dicted, but also the place. Four hundred years
before Jesus' birth, God inspired the prophet
Micah to announce: “But you, Bethlehem
Ephrathah, though you are little among the thou-
sands of Judah, yet out of you shall comeforth
to Methe Oneto be Ruler in Isragl, whose
goingsforth are from of old, from everlasting”
(Micah 5:2).

Wasit evident that thiswas a prophecy of the
birthplace of the Messiah? When King Herod
heard that the wise men were searching for the
recently born Jesus, he asked the Jewish religious
leaderswhere the Messiah wasto be born. The
priests and scribes quoted the same verse from
the book of Micah and said, “1n Bethlehem of
Judea, for thusit iswritten by the prophet”
(Matthew 2:5-6).

Even thetime of Jesus hirth was roughly
known through another prophecy. God had told
Daniel by way of anangel: “Know therefore and
understand, that from the going forth of the com-
mand to restore and build Jerusalem until [the
coming of the] Messiah the Prince, there shall be
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks. . " (Danidl
9:25). Therefore 69 prophetic “weeks’ would
€elapse from the decree to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem to the appearance of the Messiah.

Actudly, inthe original Hebrew, thetext does
not say 70 “weeks’ but 70 “sevens,” which can
mean 70 groups of seven days, weeks or years.
Thetime span of this extensive prophecy could

How can we separate
fact from fiction? Is it
important for those
who believe in Jesus
as their Savior to get
the facts straight?
Jesus Christ embod-
ied truth. Shouldn't
His followers, then,
insist on believing
only what is true?
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not be 69 groups of seven days, or 483
days, roughly 40 months, nor 69 groups of
seven weeks, or about 9% years. The only
other explanation would be 69 groups of
seven years, or atotal of 483 years.

John Walvoord discusses this prophecy
in The Bible Knowledge Commentary:
“Danid wasfirst informed that God's
program would be consummated in 70
‘sevens’” Since Daniel had been thinking
of God's programin terms of years (v. 1;
cf. Jer. 25:11-12; 2 Chron. 36:21), it would
be most natural for him to understand
these ‘ sevens' asyears. Whereas people
today think in units of tens (e.g. decades),

brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him
according to the custom of the law, he
took Himupin hisarms and blessed
God..." (Luke2:25-28).

Even thelearned Romans had heard of
the Jewish prophecies of the coming Mes-
siah, for they applied them to one of their
rulers—a contemporary of Jesus, Caesar
Augustus. Suetonius, aRoman historian,
tells usthe Romansturned the prophecies
upside down: “There had spread over dl
the Orient an old and established belief,
that it was fated at that time for men com-
ing from Judeato ruletheworld. This
prophecy, which refersto the emperor of

This first coming of the Messiah would be a partial fulfillment of
Malachi 3-4. The remainder of that prophecy will be completed only
with Christ's second coming. Many specific details of the coming of the
Messiah were foretold. Nothing had been left to chance regarding

Chrsit's birth.

Daniel’s people thought in terms of
sevens (heptads) . . . Seventy * sevens;
then, isaspan of 490 years’ (Logos
Software, 1996).

Although Persian kingsissued severa
decrees concerning the rebuilding of
Jerusalem, when fit into this prophecy
most bring us close to the time of the
appearance of Jesus Chrigt, either of His
birth or of His ministry. Without going into
detail, the main point hereisthat during
Chridt’slifetime there was an expectation
among the Jews of the coming of the Mes-
siah (Matthew 11:2-3; Luke 3:15; John
1:40-41).

Expectation of the coming Messiah

Josephus, afirst-century Jewish histo-
rian, mentions the Jews had the belief that
“about that time one from their country
should become governor of the habitable
earth” (Wars of the Jews, Book V1, Chapter
V, Section 4).

The Bible speaks of this expectation of
the Messiah in Christ’stime: “And behold,
there was aman in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon, and this man wasjust and
devout, waiting for the Consolation of
Israel [the fulfillment of the Hebrew
prophecies about the Messiah], and the
Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the
Lord's Chrigt. So he came by the Spirit
into the temple. And when the parents
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Rome, the Jews applied to themselves’
(Life of Vespasian, 4:5).

Tacitus, another Roman historian,
writes of the same belief that “therewasa
firmpersuasion. . . that at thisvery time
the East wasto grow powerful, and rulers
coming from Judeawereto acquirea
universal empire” (Histories, 5:13).

It was no surprise, then, to notethe
expectation of some and the dismay of oth-
erswhen agroup of “wisemen” cameto
Jerusalem searching for the newly born
Messiah. They asked, “WhereisHe who
has been born King of the Jews? For we
have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him. When Herod the
king heard this, he wastroubled, and al
Jerusdlemwith him” (Matthew 2:2-3).

The Jews werefilled with hope, but
aso with apprehension, for they knew of
Herod's ruthlessness when he perceived
any threat to histhrone. Their fears proved
well-founded when Herod ordered the
massacre of theinfantsin Bethlehem
(verse 16).

A prophecy continued

The Jewish people were well aware
that the last Old Testament prophet pre-
dicted the coming of the Messiah to the
temple (Maachi 3-4). They aso knew
God would first send amessenger to pre-
pare the way for the Messiah. “Behold,

I will send My messenger, and he will
prepare the way before Me. And the Lord,

whom you seek, will suddenly come
to Histemple” (Maachi 3:1).

Itisfitting, then, that thefirst scene of
the New Testament, chronologically spesk-
ing, openswith the description of that
coming messenger. The sceneisfoundin
Luke 1 andisactudly acontinuation of
Malachi 3-4. It beginswith the priest
Zachariasin that temple hearing from an
angel that he would father the very mes-
senger (John the Baptist), who would pre-
pare theway for the coming of the Mes-
siah. Thefour Gospels begin wherethe
Old Testament prophecies|eave off, con-
tinuing and complementing them and
showing their fulfillment in the events
around Jesus Christ’s coming.

Thisfirst coming of the Messiah would
beapartid fulfillment of Maachi 3-4. The
remainder of that prophecy will be com-
pleted only with Christ’s second coming.
Many specific details of the coming of the
Messiah were foretold. Nothing had been
left to chance regarding Chrigt’s birth.

Importance of genealogies

Other prophecies concerned the physi-
cal lineage of the Messiah. Theofficid
Jewish genedlogies were kept in the tem-
ple. These perished when the temple and
the archivesin Jerusalem were burned by
the Romansin 70. Sinceit was prophesied
that the Messiah would descend from
Abraham and David (Genesis 12:1-7; Jere-
miah 33:15), it was necessary for anyone
who claimed to bethe Messiahto be able
to verify hisancestry through these officia
genealogicd records.

The Jews had alegitimate concern over
genealogical records, for these determined
who was an |sraglite and who was not. If
aman were of Abrahamic descent, these
records would confirm hisreligious,
hereditary and biological rights. If not,
he was considered agentile and wasn't
regarded as part of the I sraglite nation or
of itsinheritance.

These records were aso important to
authenticate the Aaronic descent of the
priests and those who claimed Levitical
descent. We can seeitsimportancein
Ezra 2:62, when certain people clamed
to be priests. “ These sought their listing
among those who were registered by
geneal ogy, but they were not found;
therefore they were excluded from the
priesthood as defiled.”

Soin Jesus timeif one claimed to
be the Messiah he would haveto prove



through his genealogy that he had
descended from Abraham and David.
To prove thiswasthe case for Jesus, the
Gospel writers placed His genealogies
at the beginning of Matthew (Joseph’s
genedogy) andinLuke 3 (Mary's
genedlogy) for dl to see and verify.

It would have been easy for Jesus
adversariesto have refuted His claimsto
be the Messiah by simply comparing his
genealogieswith the officid records of the
time and have shown thiswas not the case.
Scripture doesn't record any instance of
the Jewish leaders challenging Jesus on
thispoint.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary
points out: “Matthew’s geneal ogy
answered theimportant question a Jew
would rightfully ask about anyone who
clamedto beKing of the Jews. IsHea
descendant of David through the rightful
line of succession? Matthew answered
yes!” (Logos Software, 1996).

Oncethe official genedlogical records
were destroyed in 70, there was no way to
confirmif onewho claimed to bethe Mes-
siah was descended from David. Now no
Jew can officialy prove heis descended
from Abraham and King David.

The birthdate of Jesus

Itisremarkable that, while the man-
ner, place and genealogy of Jesusare
carefully described in the opening chap-
ters of Matthew and John, none of the
Gospel writers mentions the date—or
even the month—of Hisbirth. Thereis
no recorded celebration of the birth of
Christ for thefirst four centuries. The
first recorded “ Christ mass’ was not held
until 435, when Pope Sixtus |11 conducted
itin Rome.

Cambridge historian Henry Chadwick
explains when and why Dec. 25 was cho-
sen to celebrate the birth of Jesus. “More-
over, early inthe fourth century there
beginsintheWest . . . the celebration of
December 25th, the birthday of the Sun-
god at thewinter solstice, asthe date for
the nativity of Christ” (The Early Church,
1967, p. 126, emphasis added).

Dec. 25 was arbitrarily selected, not
because Jesus was born on that day, but
because it was dready popular in pagan
religious celebrations asthe birthday of the
sun. Gerard and Patriciadel Reexplain:
“... Thetradition of celebrating December
25 as Christ’shirthday cameto the
Romansfrom Persa. Mithra, the Persian

god of light and sacred contracts, wasborn
out of arock on December 25. Romewas
famousfor itsflirtations with strange gods
and cults, and in thethird century [274] the
unchristian emperor Aurelian established
thefestiva of DiesInvicti Solis, the Day of
the Invincible Sun, on December 25.

“Mithrawas an embodiment of the sun,
so thisperiod of itsrebirth wasamajor day
in Mithraism, which had become Rome's
latest officid religion with the patronage of
Aurdian. It isbelieved that the emperor
Congtantine adhered to Mithraism up to the
time of his converson to Chrigtianity. He
was probably insrumental in seeing that
themgjor feast of hisold religion was car-
ried over to hisnew faith” (The Christmas
Almanac, 1979, p. 17).

The origins of Christmas cannot be
traced either to the teachings or practices
of the earliest Christians. The biblical
feast days of Jesus Christ and the apostles
were neglected by later religiousleaders
who ingtituted anew set of holidaysin
their place.

Jesus not born in December
The Bible records two circumstances

in specidly favorable years”

Luke, in describing Christ’shirth, tells
usthat shepherdswereintheir fieldsa
night at the time Christ was born. “Now
there werein the same country shepherds
living out in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). Asthe
Evangelical Commentary on the Bibletells
us. “The shepherdswould take turns
watching the flock at night to guard against
wolves and thieves. The text does not indi-
cate thetime of year, although December
would be an unusual time of year to be
outside at night” (Logos Software, 1996).

The Interpreter’s One-Volume Commen-
tary adds regarding thisverse: “These
humble pastora folk are out inthefield at
night with their flock—afeature of the
story which would argue against the birth
[of Christ] occurring on Dec. 25 sincethe
wegather would not have permitted it.”

So, from the testimony of the Bible
itself, a Dec. 25 datefor the birth of Christ
isunredligtic.

Flight to Egypt

Sometime after the birth of Chrigt,
Herod received the disquieting news about

The origins of Christmas cannot be traced either to the teachings or
practices of the earliest Christians. The biblical feast days of Jesus Christ
and the apostles were neglected by later religious leaders who insti-
tuted a new set of holidays in their place.

relating to Chrigt’sbirth that show that
December—or any time during the winter
—wasahighly unlikely timefor Chrigt’s
birth. These were the Roman census that
took place at thetime of Hishirth and the
fact that shepherdswerein thefields at
night.

The Romans periodicaly conducted a
census for taxation and military recruit-
ment purposes. They were not donein
winter, when the temperatures often
dropped below freezing and the roads were
muddy. A census under such conditions
would have been largely self-defesating.

In the book Holy-Days and Holidays,
author Cunningham Gelkie explains:
“This census could hardly have been at
that [winter] season, however, for such a
time would surely not have been chosen
by the authorities for a public enrollment,
which necessitated the popul ation travel-
ling from | partsto their natal digtricts,
storms and rain making journeys both
unsafe and unpleasant in winter, except

the birth from the wise men. Since Herod
wanted to destroy Him, he waited impa:
tiently for themento return so he could
find exactly where Jesus lived and have
Himkilled. But an angel warned thewise
men not to return to Herod.

“Then, being divindly warnedina
dream that they should not return to Herod,
they departed for their own country
another way. Now when they had departed,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Josephin adream, saying, ‘Arise, takethe
young Child and His mother, fleeto Egypt,
and stay there until | bring you word; for
Herod will seek the young Child to destroy
Him. When he arose, he took the young
Child and His mother by night and
departed for Egypt, and was there until the
death of Herod . . " (Matthew 2:12-15).

Based on this account, some books spec-
ulate the young Jesus might have learned
Hismiraclesfrom the Egyptian magicians.
Yet acareful reading of thetext shows

Continued on page 29
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Forget About Being
Normal

Almost everybody wants to be considered normal.
But what is normal? Should we always want to be normal?

Experts who advise

you to be normal may
have the best of
intentions. But first
consider the difficulties
of determining and
applying what is normal.

20 The Good News

by David Treybig

n the never-ending quest for successand

happiness, families are bombarded with

information about how asupposedly nor-

mal family manages. Everything from

raising children to resolving conflict to
how often mates should makelove seemsto
be compared to somebody’sidea of the norm.
Although the collection of such datais gener-
aly compiled with theintent of helping dys-
functiona families, many familiesfind them-
selves confused about what isnormdl.

What isnorma may differ from society
to society, Snce societies and cultures differ.
Asahusband or wife or asaparent, have
you ever wondered what isnorma ? If o,
hereis some advice: Forget about trying
to be normal.

Expertswho advise you to be norma may
have the best of intentions. But first consider
the difficulties of determining and applying
what isnormd.

Oneof thefirgt thingsto understand isthat
normal isnot asynonym for stable. Normalcy
isever changing. What is considered normal
today will soon bereplaced by what isnormal
inthefuture. Because people determine what
isnormd, every time societd vaues change
their opinion of what isnormal will change.

Thefamily has changed profoundly over
the past 50 years. What was considered nor-
mal barely ageneration ago may be viewed
asquaint or hopelesdy outdated. Notice
how the structure of American families has
fundamentally shifted in recent years.

“Theidedlized norm of the modern nuclear
family has given way to amultiplicity of fam-
ily arrangements. . . The 1950'smodd of the
White middle-class nuclear family headed by
abreadwinner-father and supported by afull-

time homemaker-mother is currently found
inonly eight percent of U.S. households. Dud
earning has becomethe norm for married
couples. .. Through theinfluence of the
women's movement and sheer economic
necessity, nearly 70 percent of mothers of
school-agechildren. . . areintheworkforce.
With adivorcerate at 50 percent, over one-
third of dl childrenwill live, at somepoint, in
agngle-parent family. Sincethe vast mgjority
of divorced individualsgo on to remarry, step-
families are expected to becomethe most
common family form by theyear 2000”
(FromaWalsh, Family Business Review, \Val.
VII, No. 2, summer 1994, Jossey-Bass Pub-
lishers, “Hedlthy Family Functioning: Con-
ceptua and Research Developments,” p. 176).

Other factors, too, influence society’s defi-
nition of what isnormal. Family structures
canvary greatly acrossracid and ethnic
linesaswell asby incomeleves. Giventhe
variables, determining what isnorma has
become amost hopelessdy complicated.
Adding to the confusion, interpretations of
normalcy are often used interchangesbly with
terms such as healthy;, typical and functional,
which aso havetheir respective meanings.

Still another issueisthe desire of some
small groups, often representing only atiny
percentage of society, to havetheir “lifestyle”’
choicesrecognized and accepted asnormal.
Thisdefinition of what isnormal has been
debated and stretched so many waysitis
virtualy meaningless.

But wait. Thereismore.

Four definitions of normal

Recognizing that interpretations of what
isconsidered normal vary considerably in



the socia sciences, FromaWalsh has
identified four perspectivesto help people
understand what other people consider to
benormal. They are, shesays, “normd as
asymptomatic, normal as average or typi-
cal, normal asided or optima, and normal
in relaion to systemic transactiona
processes’ (Walsh, p. 176).

Realize that each definition, while
helping define what is normal, also has
itslimitations.

The*norma asasymptomatic” view is
amedical perspective of familieswho are
considered normd and hedlthy if no hedlth
problemsare gpparent. Yet, as Dr. Walsh
acknowledges, “ hedlthy family functioning
involves more than the absence of problems
and can befound inthemidst of problems
... Nofamiliesarefreeof problems’
(Wash, p. 177).

“Normd asaverageor typicd” usesda
tigticd averagesto categorizefamilies. If a
family matches certain patterns, it isconsid-
ered norma. Often abell-shaped curveis
used to define normel, with familiesinthe
middlerange consdered norma and those
on the extremes viewed asdeviaionsto be
avoided. A weakness of this congtruct isthat
optimaly functioning families—thosethat
exceed themiddlerange or average—are
categorized asabnormd.

The next approach, “norma families
asided or optima,” atemptstoidentify
hedthy familiesaccording to idedlistic char-
acterigtics Againthisapproachisopento
interpretation. What isided, especidly when
socid normsare constantly changing?

“Patternsthat may not fit the standard
deemed idedl may nevertheless be optimal
for thefunctioning of aparticular family”
(Wash, p. 178).

Thelast perspective, “normal inrelation
to systemic transactiond processes’—in
other words, determining whether the fam-
ily functions successfully or not—attempts
to identify the characteristicsand processes
that alow afamily to function and survive.
Thistheory assumesthat hedlthier families
use more management and surviva skills
and problem-resolution strategies and
exhibit moreflexibility in deding with
life's problems.

In deferenceto thisapproach, Dr. Walsh
believesit better to definefailing processes
asdysfunctiond (not working) instead of
labdling thefamily itsdlf asdysfunctiond.

A question to condider regarding theway
families approach problemsis“to what end
itisfunctiond and for whom?A pattern that

may befunctiond at onesystem level, or
for asubsystem, may be dysfunctiond for
another” (Walsh, p. 180).

For example, avoiding conflict within
marriage by ignoring it may work inthe
short run but later bethe basisfor divorce.

In other words, doesthe end justify the
means? Should mgjority opinion decide
what isright, or dotimeless, eternd stan-
dardsexig that families can follow that will
not only produce right results but dedl fairly
with everyoneinvolved? Hereiswhere God
and Hisreveded Word—the Holy Bible—
can help.

God's perspective on normalcy

God does not ask usto follow society’s
dandards of what is normd; Hetdlsus
to be holy. Thereisaprofound and crucid
difference between the two.

God wants usto be norma according
to Hisstandards, not someonedse's. In
explaining this concept to ancient Israel, God
said, “ Consecrate yoursaves therefore, and
beholy” (Leviticus20:7). Headds, “And you
shdl beholy to Me, for | theLorp am holy,
and have separated you from the peoples, that
you should be Ming’ (verses7, 26). The
gpodtle Peter explained that holinessis deter-
mined by thethingswedo: “... AsHewho
cdledyouisholy, youdsobehaly inal your
conduct” (1 Peter 1:13-15).

Holinessentallsimitating God rather than
comparing oursalvesto other people. As
Paul explained: “For we dare not class our-
selves or compare oursdveswith thosewho
commend themsdves. But they, measuring
themsdves by themselves, and comparing
themsdves among themselves, are not wise’
(2 Corinthians 10:12).

Holinessisthe eternd standard God com-
mands Hisfollowersto aspireto. Thisprin-
ciple has continued from the Old Testament
to the New, from the Old Covenant with
Israel to the New Covenant with spiritud
Israel (Galatians 6:16) today. Members of
God's Church are cdled “holy brethren”

(1 Thessalonians 5:27; Hebrews 3:1).

The gpodtle Paul explainsthat God
“chose usin Him before the foundation of
theworld, that we should be holy and with-
out blamebeforeHiminlove’ (Ephesians
1:4). Jesus Chrigt continuesto work with the
peoplewhom God cals (John 6:44) so they
may be“aglorious church, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she
[the Church] should be holy and without
blemish” (Ephesans5:27).

Instead of settling for normal or average,

Jesusingructsusto “be perfect, therefore, as
your heavenly Father isperfect” (Matthew
5:48, New Internationd Verson).

How can we practice holinesswithin
our families?

Holiness within families

Family memberswho striveto follow
God'scommand for holinessmake God's
vauesther vaues. When alawyer asked
Jesus about the greatest commandment of
thelaw, Heresponded, “‘ You shdll lovethe
LORD your God withal your heart, with dl
your soul, and with dl your mind.’ Thisis
thefirst and great commandment. And the
second islikeit: “You shdl love your neigh-
bor asyoursdf.” On thesetwo command-
ments hang al the Law and the Prophets’
(Matthew 22:37-40).

These commandments embody respect
for God and our fellowman. They include
afocusthat isoutward, avay from seif.
Instead of apreoccupation with onesdlf,
God'sway isinclusve. When welive holy
lives, we are concerned about God and other
peopleaswell asoursaves. Thefounda-
tiond principleof holinessrunsthroughout
many biblica ingructionsfor families.

God'singruction that ahusband and wife
aretolove and respect each other (Ephesians
5:21-33) for alifetime (Matthew 19:9;

1 Corinthians 7:10, 13) istheided for cou-
plesand their children. Of course, thisisbest
accomplished when both spouses are com-
mitted to holiness and itsinherent mandate
to consder othersaswell asthemselves.

Paul summarizesthisprinciplewhen hetells
us, “Let each of youlook out not only for his
own interests, but dso for the interests of
others’ (Philippians 2:4).

Concernfor family membersisaso
reflected in Paul’singtruction to fathersto
avoid provoking their children “lest they
become discouraged” (Colossans 3:21) and
for mothersto “bear children, managethe
house, give no opportunity to the adversary
to speek reproachfully” (1 Timothy 5:14).

The Bible contains much additional
ingtruction on theway people can and
should conduct thelr lives. To learn more
about the principlesthat determine holiness
and why God wants usto be holy, request
our free bookletsWhat is Your Destiny?,
The Ten Commandments and Making Life
Work. All can help you build ahappy, stable
family based on eternal values. Since God
tellsusto pursue holiness (Hebrews 12:14),
why not forget about being normal? Be
holy instead. Gn
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Although the time
frame is brief—less
than a century—
archaeology has
much to tell us
about the life and
times of Jesus of
Nazareth and

His apostles.

e
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esus Christ's

Early Ministry

by Mario Seiglie

n the September-October Good News we exam-

ined historical and archaeologica evidence that

helps us better understand the timein Judea
when Jesus Christ was born and grew up in the
household of Joseph and Mary. We continue with
the beginning of the ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.

After briefly discussing Jesus childhood, the
Gospelsgoright into Hisministry. According to
Luke, “Jesus. . . began His ministry at about thirty
yearsof age...” (Luke 3:23).

Archaeologists generdly date the start of
Chrigt’'sministry to theyear A.D. 27. “ The begin-
ning of Jesus' public ministry,” writes archaeol ogy
professor John McRay, “isdated by synchronisms
[chronological arrangements of events and people]
inthe Gospel of Luke (3:1-2). A dateof A.D. 27
seemslikely . . . The dates mentioned by Lukeare
rather well established . . " (Archaeology and the
New Testament, 1997, p. 160).

Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown

At first Jesus Chrigt’sministry centered onthe
hill country of Galilee and Nazareth, Hishome-
town. “ So He came to Nazareth, where He had
been brought up. And as His custom was, He went
into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood
uptoread” (Luke4:16).

During thelast century archaeologica excava:
tions have confirmed the New Testament descrip-
tion of Nazareth asasmall, inggnificant village.
The Gospelsrecord that one of the disciples,
Nathanael of nearby Cana, quipped, “ Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). So far
archaeologists have found it to have been an agri-
culturd village with wine and olive presses, caves
for storing grains and cisternsfor water and wine.

However, Jesus ministry in Nazareth was short-
lived. When Jesus entered the synagogue and
reved ed He wasthe Messiah, the townspeaple
rejected His message and tried to kill Him. “So
al thosein the synagogue, when they heard these
things, werefilled with wrath, and rose up and
thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the

brow of the hill on which their city was buiilt, that
they might throw Him down over the cliff. Then
passing through the midst of them, Hewent His
way. Then He went down to Capernaum. . ”
(Luke4:28-31).

The Bible revedsthat some members of Jesus
own family did not believein Him and were embar-
rassed when He cast out demons. At one point they
thought He had lost His mind. “ Then the multitude
came together again [seeking healing], so that they
could not so much as eet bread. But when Hisown
peaple heard about this, they went out to lay hold of
Him, for they said, ‘Heisout of Hismind' . .. Then
His brothers and His mother came, and standing
outsidethey sent to Him, calling Him. And amulti-
tude was sitting around Him; and they said to Him,
‘Look, Your mother and Your brothers are outside
seeking You.' But He answered them, saying, ‘Who
isMy mother, or My brothers? And Helooked
around inacircle at those who sat about Him, and
sad, ‘Hereare My mother and My brothers! For
whoever doesthewill of God isMy brother and
My sister and mother’” (Mark 3:20-21, 31-35).

Jesus ended His ministry in Nazareth with the
words, “Assuredly, | say to you, no prophet is
accepted in hisown country” (Luke 4:24).

Relocation to Capernaum

Having been rejected in His hometown of
Nazareth, Christ moved to Capernaum, one of
the towns around the harp-shaped Sea of Galilee.
Thisregion had alarge population sustained by
athriving agricultural and fishing industry.

“Ther soil,” wrote the Jewish historian Jose-
phus, “isuniversaly rich and fruitful, and full of
the plantations of trees of all sorts, insomuch that it
invites, by itsfruitfulness, the most dothful to take
painsinits cultivation. Accordingly itisal culti-
vated by itsinhabitants, and no part liesidle” (Wars
of the Jews, Book I11, Chapter I11, Section 2). Jesus
drew many of His parables and illustrations from
daily lifeand activities around the lake.

The site of Capernaum, which means*“village
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This beautiful limestone synagogue in Capernaum was built in the fourth

or fifth century on the foundation of an earlier first-century structure. The
earlier structure was likely the very synagogue in which Jesus Christ taught.

of Nahum,” wasidentified in 1838 and was
extensively excavated during this century.
What have archaeol ogists found?

John Laughlin, professor of religion at
Averett College, Danville, Va., participated
in excavations at Capernaum. He com-
ments: “What isknown indicates that at
thistime Capernaum was asmall village
located on the shore of the Sea of Gdlilee
with apopulation of probably no more
than 1,000 people. The few architectural
remains indicate the buildings were spa-
ciousand well constructed of dressed
stones and large amounts of plaster. This
suggests that the village flourished eco-
nomically during Jesus' time. Itslocation
on the crossroads of important trade
routes, the fertile lands surrounding it and
therich fishing available all contributed
to its economic development” (Biblical
Archaeological Review, September-
October 1993, p. 59).

The synagogue at Capernaum

“Then He went down to Capernauim, a
city of Galilee, and was teaching them on
the Sabbaths. . . Now He arosefrom the
synagogue and . . . when the sun was set-
ting, al those who had any that were sick
with various diseases brought them to Him;
and Helaid His hands on every one of them
and heded them” (Luke 4:31, 38, 40).

Archaeol ogists have found a Caper-
naum the remains of abeautiful limestone
synagogue dated to the fourth or fifth cen-
tury. Yet what caused more excitement was
the discovery in the 1960s that beneath this
building was the foundation of an earlier
synagogue huilt of basdt, which iscom-
mon to that area, that apparently datesto
Christ’stime.

The Gospelseveninclude the detail of
who built the synagogue in Capernaum.
“Now when [Jesus| concluded dl His
sayingsin the hearing of the people, He
entered Capernaum. And acertain centu-
rion’s servant, who was dear to him, was
sick and ready to die. So when he heard
about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jewsto
Him, pleading with Him to come and hedl
his servant. And when they cameto Jesus,
they begged Him earnestly, saying that the
onefor whom He should do thiswas
deserving, ‘for heloves our nation, and
hasbuilt usa synagogue " (Luke 7:1-5,
emphasis added throughot).

It was atradition among the Jewsto
build anew synagogue on the foundation
of the older one. “ Pottery found in and
under thisbasdlt floor,” explains archaeolo-
gist Hershel Shanks, “clearly datesthe
basalt structure to the first century A.D. or
earlier. Since the site of asynagogue rarely
changed in antiquity, this basdlt building,

which closdly followsthe plan of the later
limestone synagogue, must also be asyna-
gogue, and very likely the onein which
Jesus preached” (Biblical Archaeological
Review, November-December 1983, p. 27).

Peter’s house discovered?

Between this synagogue and the nearby
lake, excavators discovered what many
believe to be the remains of the house
of the apostle Peter. Along with hisbrother
Andrew, Peter made hisliving asafisher-
man on the Sea of Gdilee (Matthew 4:18).
Matthew recordsthat Peter had ahousein
Capernaum in which Jesus healed his
mother-in-law (Matthew 8:5, 14-15).

In 1968 the excavators of the synagogue
investigated the remains of anearby octag-
ond structure with mosaic floors. During
the Byzantine period such structures often
were congtructed over what were thought
to be significant religious Sites.

Archaeologists dated the structure to
thefifth century. Beneath it they found an
earlier church that they dated to the fourth
century based on writings and inscriptions
onthewals. The central hall of thischurch
“was part of an earlier house built, accord-
ing to the excavetors, in the mid-first
century A.D.” (McRay, p. 164).

“Thefirst century house was built
around two courtyardswith the outside
entrance opening directly into one of the
courtyards. A taboun (round oven) was
found in this courtyard, which indicatesit
was used asthe main family room. The
southern courtyard may have been used for
animalsor asaworking area. In either size
or building materia, the houseis not unlike
al the other houses found in Capernaum”
(McRay, pp. 164-165).

In other ways, however, the house was
digtinctly different. At some point early in
its history the house'slarge center room
had been plastered, making it the only
house in Capernaum yet discovered to have
plastered walls. The walls and floor were
later replastered twice.

“During the mid-first century the pottery
used in the room ceased to be of thetypical
domestic variety. Only storagejarsand oll
lampswere found after thispoint. Thusthe
use of the room must have changed from
normal residentia living. Morethan one




hundred fifty inscriptions were scratched
onitswallsin Greek, Syriac, Hebrew, Ara-
maic, and Latin from thistime until the
fourth century . ..

“Sometime after thefirst century two
pillars were erected to raise the roof of the
large central room, cresting an impressively
high ceiling. Thefifth-century octagona
chapel was built with the center of itscon-
centric walsdirectly over thisroom. Evi-
dence now available suggeststhat this
chapel was built over afirst-century house
which was set gpart in the middle of that
century asapublic area. It was madeinto a
church and at some point cameto be vener-
ated asthe house of Peter. It would not be

lake. Why did dangerous storms sometimes
ariseonwhat normally should have beena
large, placid inland lake?

“Wedo not redlize” explainshiblica
geographer George Adam Smith, “that the
greater part of our Lord'sministry was
accomplished a what may betruly called
the bottom of atrench, 680 feet below sea
level . .. Thecold currents, asthey pass
from the west, are sucked down in vortices
of air, or by the narrow gorges that break
upon the Lake. Hence sudden storms arise
[for] which theregionisnotorious’ (The
Historical Geography of the Holy Land,
1931, p. 286).

Some who have doubted the biblical

Jesus Christ spent much of the time of His ministry in Galilee. This view,

from the traditional site of the Mount of the Beatitudes near Capernaum,

looks south over the Sea of Galilee.

prudent to gpply the data beyond that”
(McRay, pp. 165-166).

Around the Sea of Galilee

The Gospels record even such detail as
meteorologica conditions around the Sea
of Gdilee. “Now when they had left the
multitude, [the disciples] took [Jesus] along
inthe boat as He was. And other little boats
were dso with Him. And agreat windstorm
arose, and the waves beet into the boat, so
that it was dreedy filling” (Mark 4:36-37).

Since most of Chrigt’sdiscipleslived
around the Seaof Galilee, it isnot surpris-
ing many of them were fishermen. The
Gospelsfaithfully describe the life, work
and occasional dangers of fishinginthe
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accounts of sudden storms on the lake
have been caught by surprise. William
Barclay notes: “Dr. W.M. Christie, who
spent many yearsin Galileg, mentioned a
company of visitorswho were standing on
the shore of Lake Galilee, and, noting the
glassy surface of the water and the small-
ness of the lake, expressed doubts asto
the possibility of such storms asthose
described in the gospels. Almost immedi-
ately the wind sprang up. In twenty min-
utes the seawas white with foam-crested
waves. Great billows broke over the tow-
ersat the corners of the city walls, and the
visitorswere compelled to seek shelter
from the blinding spray, though now two
hundred yards from the lakeside. In less

than half an hour the placid sunshine
had become araging storm. Thisis what
happened to Jesus and His discipleson
certain occasions’ (Daily Bible Sudy
Commentary, Bible Explorer Software).

Discovery of a fishing boat
of Jesus’s time

A few years ago archaeol ogists exca:
vated afishing boat dating to around the
timeof Christ.

“An example of the sort of boat Jesus
and the disciples used was found buried
in mud on the northern shore of the Sea of
Galileein January 1986,” notes archaeol o-
gist John McRay. “It isthefirst work boat
found onaninland lakein the entire
Mediterranean area. The boat, dating
between thefirst century B.C. and theend
of thefirst century A.D., was excavated that
February and found to measure 26.5 feet
long, 7.5 feet wideand 4.5 feet high. It
would have accommodated about fifteen
average-size men of Jesus Gdlilee. ..
Origindly it had amast for sailing and two
oarson each side. Jesusand hisdisciples
could easily fit into such aboat and their
useismentioned or inferred often inthe
Gospels’ (McRay, p. 170).

Many detailsin the Gospels, such as
fishing methods and the use of different
nets, reflect an accurate description of
Jesus' time. When Christ said, “ The king-
dom of heavenislike adragnet that was
castinto the sea” (Matthew 13:47), He
was referring to the most common method
of commercial fishing in Hisday—using
aseine.

Historian and Jewish fisherman Mendel
Nun, who in 1993 had lived near the Sea of
Galileefor 50 years, writes. “The seine, or
dragnet, isthe oldest type of net. Until
recently, it wasthe most important fishing
method onthelake. . . [The parable of the
dragnet] exactly fitsthe function of the
seine. It isspread into the sea, then dragged
to the shore; in the processdl kinds of fish
are caught, which the fishermen sitting on
the shore sort out. The ‘bad’ onesrefer to
the scaleless catfish, forbidden by Jewish
law and not even offered for sale” (Biblical
Archaeology Review, November-December
1993, p. 52).
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“| am continually surprised
at how accurately the New
Testament writersreflect
natural phenomenaon the
lake” (ibid., p. 47).

The wedding in Cana

“Onthethird day there
was awedding in Canaof
Gdlilee, and the mother of
Jesuswas there. Now both
Jesusand His disciples
wereinvited to the wed-
ding. .. Therewere sat
there Six waterpots of
stone, according to the
manner of purification of
the Jews, containing
twenty or thirty gallons
apiece’ (John 2:1-2, 6).

One of the curious parts
of thewedding account is
the mention of large stone
waterpots. In the ancient
world such large containers
were normally made of
pottery or wood. It wasan
enormous and expensive

This ancient fishing boat found in the mud of the
Sea of Galilee in 1986, dates to the time of Christ.
The boat is apparently typical of the fishing boats
commonly used at the time and mentioned often in
the Gospels. Several of the disciples were fishermen.

effort to carve large pots
from stone. Wasthisa
period when the purity
lawswere enforced to the
point that these pots were
commonin lsragl?

Matthew 4:18 describes a different type

of net. “And Jesus, walking by the Sea of
Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a
net into the sea; for they were fishermen.”
Thisrefersto acast net, which isused by
asinglefisherman. It iscircular, some 20
feet in diameter, with lead sinkers attached
to the edge.

“Liketheseine” comments Mendel
Nun, “the cast net isan ancient device.
Complete cast nets have been foundin
Egyptian tombs dating to the second mil-
[ennium B.C. Two kindswere used inthe
Seaof Gdlilee, onefor largefish and the
other for sardines’ (ibid., p. 53).

No wonder this Jewish fishing expert
concludes about the Gospel accounts,

“Until recently this
question plagued historians of the eracdled
the late second Temple period,” writes
Israeli archaeol ogist Yitzhak Magen.
“Indeed, recent excavations have confirmed
that Jewsof al socia and economic levels
were deeply concerned with ritua purity in
thisperiod . . . Stone vessdlswere consid-
ered immune from impurity, and their pop-
ularity during this short period provides
strong evidence of heightened interest in
ritual purity among al Jews. . .
“Large vessels—sometimes made

from stone blocks weighing amost 800
pounds—were manufactured on massive
heavy-duty lathes. Some of these vessels

.. may have been used to soreritualy
clean water for washing hands, asillus-
trated in the New Testament story of Jesus

transformation of water into wine at Cana,
inGdlilee. .. Stone vessdls have been
unearthed a more than 60 sites” (Biblical
Archaeological Review, September-
October 1998, pp. 49-50).

Even suchincidental detailsasthelarge
waterpots mentioned in the Gospels have
been explained by archaeological findings
and discovered to have been in common
useat thetime.

Jacob’s well and Mount Gerizim

“So he cameto acity of Samariawhich
iscalled Sychar, near the plot of ground
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now
Jacob'swell wasthere” (John 4:5-6).

“Jacob’'swell,” explains Professor
McRay, “isone of the few steswhose
identity is agreed upon by Jews, Chritians,
Mudims, and Samaritansdike” Itistill
inuse. “During annud visits over the past
twenty years,” he adds, “I have dways
found cold, refreshing water inthe well”
(McRay, p. 181).

Nearby, on the northern top of Mount
Gerizim, archaeol ogists have found what
appearsto bethe remains of the temple of
Mount Gerizim mentioned in John 4:20.
The building was 66 feet long by 66 feet
wide by 30 feet high and wasin the center
of alarge courtyard.

“The discovery of thismonumental
structure dating from the Hellenistic period
on Mount Gerizim above Shechem, the
chief city of the Samaritans,” comments
The International Bible Dictionary, “has
led the excavator to call the complex the
Samaritan temple and the unhewn stone
hdf cube the Samaritan atar of sacrifice
[which present-day Samaritans till
revere]. Theremains of thisatar would
have been visible to Jesus and the Samar-
itan woman from Jacob'swell, asit is
today” (Supplement Volume, 1976, p. 361).

So the scene from John 4 of Jesusand
the Samaritan woman, with Jacob’swell
and the temple of Gerizim asthe backdrop,
asoreflectsahistorical setting.

Through these archaeological finds
we have covered some areas of Jesus
early ministry. In the next installment
wewill continue our study of Hislife
andtimes. G




Lessons From Two Sisters

by Jerold Aust

esusand Hisdisciplesarrived at the

home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha

about medltime. It was Marthawho

invited themin. Nothingissaid inthe

Bible account about the cordial greet-

ingsthey exchanged, but an important les-
son was recorded during that visit that
should positively affect us.

Notice the exchange between Jesus and
Martha: “ She[Martha] had asister called
Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard
Hisword. But Marthawas distracted with
much serving, and she approached Him
and said, ‘Lord, do'You not carethat my
sster hasleft meto serve done? Therefore
tell her to help me’ And Jesus answered
and said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are
worried and troubled about many things.
But onething is needed, and Mary has cho-
sen that good part, which will not be taken
from her'” (Luke 10:39-42).

Scripture doesn't record whether Jesus
response made alastingimpression on
Martha s understanding, but we can hope
thisspiritual lesson—so inseparably linked
to our priorities—will favorably impact us.

What did Mary have that Martha
needed?What was the “good part” Mary
chose?Why will the good part that Mary
choseremain hersforever?

Inaworld filled with distractions, the
dory of Mary and Martha can help you set
your lifein order.

Home away from home

ablein the home of Mary and Marthaand
their brother Lazarus. The four weren't just
acquaintances; they were closefriends.

Earlier, when Jesushad cometo resurrect
Lazarusfrom the dead, He showed great
repect and lovefor Mary and Martha (John
11:3, 20-39). They spoketo Jesusasif He
wereapart of their immediate family. Jesus
was S0 troubled by their anguish over their
brother’s degth that He was moved to tears
beforeraisng Lazarusto life (verse 35).

L uke's account also showsthe closeness
between Jesus and thisfamily. “Now it hap-
pened asthey went that He entered acertain
village; and acertain woman named Martha
welcomed Himinto her house” (Luke
10:38). Jesuswas & ease with Mary, Martha
and Lazarus. Their home, a Bethany just
outside Jerusalem, might have been consid-
ered Jesus homeaway from home.

But, though Jesusfelt adeep afinity for
all three, their personalities and perspec-
tivesdiffered.

Martha's view of life

When we vist friendsand rel ativeswe
have agood ideaof how they think and act.
Jesuswas no different. He appreciated the
differences among Histhree friends and felt
comfortable enough to offer constructive
advice astotheir priorities.

Martha's outlook on life was quite
different from Mary’s. It is possible that
Marthawas older and that her age figured
into her personality and perspective.
Vartha' swords and actions depict her as
yactical and efficient. Nothing iswrong

with being practical and efficient if it
doesn't interfere with the more important
thingsin life. If it does, it can becomea
problem. God recorded important exam-
plesfor usin Scripture (1 Corinthians
10:11), so we can learn from Martha's and
Mary'srecorded actions.

Marthaappearsto be the leader and the
more hospitable and socid of the two:
“Now it happened asthey went that He
entered acertain village; and acertain
woman named Marthawelcomed Him
into her house” (Luke 10:38).

Mary's outlook

“And she had asigter cdled Mary, who
aso sat at Jesus feet and heard Hisword”
(verse 39). If onewereto read no further,
one could assume Mary might have beena
littlelazy, leaving the needs of hospitality
and hostessto her gregarious sister. It was
Marthawho invited Jesusinto their home.
It was Mary who smply st at Jesus fest,
listening to Him talk. Who was the more
hospitable, the more sociable?\Who was
more concerned about serving her Savior,
Marthaor Mary?

Maybe Mary was shy. But we should
consider Jesus evaluation of Mary's
actions. “ But Marthawas distracted with
much serving, and she gpproached Him
and said, ‘Lord, do'You not carethat my
gster hasleft meto serve done? Therefore
tell her to help me” And Jesus answered
and said to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are
worried and troubled about many things.
But onething is needed, and Mary has



lllustration by Michael Woodruff

chosen that good part, which will not be
taken awvay fromher'” (Luke 10:40-42).

To better understand Mary’s actions,
let’sread detailsin John’s account of that
samevisit.

“Then, six days before the Passover,
Jesus[and the disciples] cameto Bethany,
where Lazarus was who had been deed,
whom He had raised from the dead. There
they made Him asupper; and Martha
served, but Lazarus was one of thosewho
sat at the table with Him. Then Mary took
apound of very costly ail of spikenard,
anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His
feet with her hair. And the house wasfilled
with the fragrance of theail” (John 12:1-3).

John emphasizes here that Mary was so
humble, convicted and dedicated to Jesus
and Histeachings that no expense or per-
sonal act wastoo great or demanding for
her to honor her Savior. Thisattitude,
outlook and perspectiveisthekind
of approach God desiresindl His
disciples. Jesushighly regarded =
Mary’s approach.

[tisilluminating to contrast Mary’srev-
erence with Martha's demeanor. Martha
was so comfortable with Jesusthat she
openly included Him in her frustration. Her
words*“ Do You not care?” and “My sister
hasleft meto serveadone’ show her frus-
tration. For Marthato intimate that Jesus
didn’'t carewhether Mary was not helping
shows both a close relaionship and consid-
erableforthrightness. Marthadidn’t suggest
to Jesusthat Heask Mary to help her; she
told Him directly to “tell her to help me”
Martha put the onus of responsibility for
serving ameal, to her perhapsthe most
important of al respongibilities, on Jesus.

Jesus responded forthrightly but ten-
derly: “Martha, Martha, you areworried
and troubled about many things’ (Luke
10:41). Marthawas fretting over something
quiteimportant to her: providing ameal for
Jesus and His disciples. But how important
was this compared with other priorities?

Choices in life

Jesus continued: “But onething is
needed, and Mary has chosen that good
part, which will not be taken away from
her” (verse 42).

Jesus said Mary made a conscious deci-
son between two aternatives: She chose
listening to Jesus over preparation of a
medl. Thismay sound strange to those who,
like Martha, think meal preparation ismore
important than visiting. But couldn’t that

W

“Then Mary took . . .

depend on who the guest is? The most
pressing need in Martha's eyes was that
of preparing amedl for Jesus and His disci-
ples. Mary saw thisSituation differently.
She choseto listen to the wisdom of Jesus,
her Savior, while she had the opportunity.
People make choices. They areapart of
life. The prophet Moses declared: “1 call
heaven and earth aswitnessestoday against
you, that | have set before you lifeand
death, blessing and cursing; therefore
choose life, that both you and your descen-
dantsmay live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). Our
daily choices affect our lives, and theend
result of thislifeisdetermined by the
choiceswe make every day. Jesus said
Mary chose “that good part.”

The good part we need

We have to make a choice asto whether
we seek the good part. Jesustells us our
highest priority inlife should beto “ seek
first the kingdom of God and Hisrighteous-
ness...” (Matthew 6:33).

He aso gives us guidance in how to do
that: “Man shal not live by bread alone, but
by every word of God” (Luke 4:4; compare
Deuteronomy 8:3). He adds, “Thewords

costly oil of spikenard, anointed
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And
the whole house was filled with the fragrance . ..”

that | spesk to you are spirit, and they are
life” (John 6:63).

For Mary, Martha, Lazarus and the
12 disciples, theWord of God wasin their
presence in the person of Jesus Christ (John
1:14-15). Apparently Mary knew that
Jesus wordswere the most important
needs of her life. Jesusrecognized this
when Hereminded Marthatheat her lifewas
taken up with many secondary needs, but
her greatest need was that which Mary
acknowledged: thewords of eterndl life
(John 6:68).

The book of Hebrewstells usthe impor-
tance of hearing and heeding the words of
life: “Therefore we must give the more
earnest heed to the things we have heard,
lest we drift away. For if the word spoken
through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobediencereceived a
just reward, how shal we escapeif we
neglect so great asavation, which at the
first began to be spoken by the Lord, and
was confirmed to us by those who heard
Him” (Hebrews 2:1-3).

The good part lasts forever
What did Jesus mean when He spoke of
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away from her”? (Luke 10:42). The gpostie
John answersthis question: “All thet isin
theworld—the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life—isnot of the
Father but is of theworld. And theworld

is passing away, and thelust of it; but he
who doesthe will of God abidesforever”
(1 John 2:16-17; compare 2 Peter 3:10-12).

God'struth and laws will abide forever.
Our bodieswon't last forever, for they must
be replaced with spirit bodies. The spiritud
knowledge we accumulate inthislife will
be oursforever, never taken away from us.
But we must not allow physica needsand
dutiesto consumeus.

Like Mary, we need patient faith, that in
aworld hell-bent on destruction, filled with
frivolous trappings and empty, momentary
sensua pleasures, we can keep the good
part forever: “Hereisthe patience of the
saints, here are those who keep the com-
mandments of God and thefaith of Jesus’
(Revelation 14:12).

Mary and Marthawere Jesus' good
friends. Martha stayed busy supplying her
guestswith things that made their visit
more comfortable. She should be com-
mended for seeing to theimportant needs
of others.

But Jesus commended her sster Mary.
Jesus noted, in effect, that Martha stayed
busy with form, but that Mary concentrated
on substance. He commended Mary for
choosing the good part, the holy words,
truth and faith of Jesus Christ, which will
never be taken from her. We should follow
Mary’sexample and desire God'struth
above everythingelse. v

RecoMMENDED READING

What isfaith? How can you have a
loving, trusting relationship with
God?To see how you
B candevelopsucharea
{ tionship with your Cre-
= 4 \W ator, besureto request
4% your free copy of the
booklet You Can Have
Living Faith. Please
contact the officein
your country (or the
country nearest you)
listed on page 2 or access our Web
site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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1

Discern

Continued from page 9

control asashow of strength, with hopes of
reviving some of thelogt glory of empire. In
thewake of Russaninvolvement inthe
Kosovo and Iranian crises of the past yes,
Western nations have cause for concern.

The second itemisthe desireto create
aworkable Russian-Chinese dliance that
could provide acredible counterweight to
AmericaninfluenceinAda, the Middle
East and Europe. Periphera nationssuch as
Turkey, Iraqg, Iran, Indiaand Pakistan, all of
which have had recent conflicts, continueto
be courted by Chinaand Russa A drategic
dliance of these huge Asan nationswould
dramatically impact the interests of America
and other Western powers.

Theirony isthat neither Russanor China
wantsto serioudy disrupt relationswith
America. Both need U.S. financid and tech-
nological assstance. America swedth and
technology areamgjor plusfor her continued

would lie beyond the grasp of man, God
thwarted this effort by confusing people’'s
languages, which brought their scattering
over theface of the earth (Genesis 11:1-9).

Babel was an attempt to weld human soci-
ety into one system. No doubt therewere
practical or seemingly benevolent reasonsfor
doing 0. But God knew that any such uni-
versal human culture built apart from His
guidance would lead
to tyranny.

Empiresand systlems of government have
risen and fallen through the generations.
Most have atempted to dominate the world
or at least the known world of thetime, from
Alexander the Gregt in Greece to Adolf
Hitler inthis century.

Thebook of Revelation showsthat at the
end of this age humanity will make onefind
effort to revive the system that had itsroots
back in ancient Babylon. The Biblecdlsit
Babylon the great. Revelation 18:3 showsit
will be aplanet-dominating system. “ For dl
the nations have drunk of the wine of the

Several dominant world powers are described in prophecies of
the end time, but no power recognizable as the United States is

among them.

influence and dominance on theworld stage.
You might say the power created by this
wedthisashieddthat protectsthe

cherished freedoms of the United States.

Yet Bible prophecy indicates ashift that
will ater the balance of power among all
nations. Severd dominant world powersare
described in prophecies of the end time, but
no power recognizable asthe United Statesis
among them. America's preeminence will
cometo an end. When this happensthe stage
could be =t for therise of an end-time eco-
nomic and palitical system called “the beast”
that the book of Revelation showswill domi-
nate theworld.

From Babel to Babylon

All three of thesetrends can belinked into
one overarching themethat runsthrough the
Biblefrom Genesisto Revelation. Mankind
has sought to build aglobal system operating
againg thewill and purpose of the Creator
God. In Genesis 11 we read of men’s attempt
to createacity with
atower to reachinto the heavens. Their god
wasto make anamefor themsdvesto pre-
vent their dispersion throughout the earth.

Thereisstrength in numbersand unifor-
mity, and here was mankind'sfirst attempt at
globdlization. Understanding that nothing

wrath of her fornication, thekings of the
earth have committed fornication with her,
and the merchants of the earth have become
rich through the abundance of her luxury.”

God, who foreseesthe future, warnsHis
people: “Comeout of her . .. lest you sharein
her ains, and lest you receive of her plagues’
(Revelaion 18:4).

Jesuswarned we should discern the times
and understand the course of events. The
Good Newswill continue to keep you
informed on the mgjor trends shaping
today'sworld. Gnv

RecOMMENDED READING

Whereisthisworld heeded? Does
Bible prophecy giveus
any indications? Besure
to request your free copy
of You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy. Please
contact our officein
your country (or the
country nearest you)
listed on page 2 of this
issue. You may dso
read or download this booklet
fromtheliterature library of our Web
Ste: www.gnmagazine.org.




Myths

Continued from page 19

Jesuswasin Egypt only ashort time
during hisinfancy—"until the death of
Herod.” A comparison of Roman and Jew-
ish historical records and the Bible shows
Herod died within months or at most a
year or two of the birth of Jesus.

Whét did Joseph do when he heard of
Herod's death? The Bible explains. “But
when Herod was dead, behold, an angel
of the Lord gppeared in adream to Joseph

We d so see that Jesus had grown up

in Nazareth, because if Jesus had lived
somewhere else he could not have “been
brought up” in Nazareth.

Besides, Hewaswell known in Nazareth
for his profession asahuilder and carpenter.
When He began His ministry the people
from Nazareth asked, “Isthisnot the car-
penter, the Son of Mary, and brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon?And are
not Hissstersherewith us?’ (Mark 6:3).

Thisverse not only explainswhat Jesus
profession was during his adulthood in

This verse explains that Jesus had four half brothers and at least two half
sisters. Some have tried to say these brothers and sisters of Jesus were only
“cousins” to bolster the claim that Jesus was an only child and Mary

remained a perpetual virgin.

in Egypt, saying, ‘Arise, take the young
Child and Hismother, and go to the land
of Israd, for those who sought the young
Child'slifeare dead. Then he arose, took
the young Child and His mother, and came
intotheland of Isradl . . . and dwelt in acity
called Nazareth” (Matthew 2:19-21, 23).
We see Chrigt wasin Egypt for only a
short time during thefirst years of Hislife.
He could not have learned anything from

any Egyptian magicians.
Christ’s childhood years

Some point out that littleinformationis
in the Gospel's about the childhood years of
Chrigt. Thisis perfectly understandable
sincethe focus of the Gospelsison His
ministry beginning at the age of 30. Yet the
Bible includes more about His youth than
first meetstheeye.

For instance, we know that during his
youth Jesus kept | sragl’ s religious feasts
every year with hisfamily. “His parents
went to Jerusalem every year a the Feast
of the Passover. And when He was twelve
years old, they went up to Jerusdlem
according to the custom of the feast”
(Luke 2:41-42).

We aso know Jesuslived mogt of his
life up to the age of 30in the environs of
Nazareth. “ So He came to Nazareth, where
He had been brought up. And as His cus-
tom was, He went into the synagogue on
the Sabbath day, and stood up to read”
(Luke4:16).

We seetwo things from thisverse.
First, Jesus kept the Sabbath day, going
to the synagogue “as His custom was.”

Nazareth, but thet He had four half brothers
and at least two half ssters. (They would be
half brothers and sisters since Jesus had
God asHisfather and Mary as His mother.
The brothers and sisters had Joseph astheir
father and Mary astheir mother.)

Some havetried to say these brothers
and sisters of Jesuswere only “cousins’
to bolster the claim that Jesus was an only
child and Mary remained a perpetud vir-
gin. Yet the Greek term used hereisthe
normal word for “brother,” adel phos,
whereas the Greek term for cousin, anep-
S0s, isnot used here (though it is used
elsawherein the New Testament, in
Colossians 4:10).

The Bible contains many other
instances of clear referencesto thelitera
“brothers of the Lord” (Matthew 12:46-47;
John 2:12; 7:3-5; 1 Corinthians 9:5;
Gaatians 1:19).

Asfor the supposed virginity of Mary
after having given birth to Jesus, both
Matthew 1:25 and Luke 2:7 call Jesus her
“firstborn Son” (prototokos). They do not
usetheterm“only child” or “only son”
(monogenes), dthough theterm for an only
sonisused e sewherein the Gospels (L uke
7:12). Clearly, the use of “firstborn Son” to
describe Jesus means other children were
later bornto Mary.

Facts or fiction?

Another persistent myth tells of
Christ doing miraclesasachild. Thisgoes
back to legendary storiestold of Him
during thefirst centuries.

Yet this contradicts the biblical account,

for weread in John that the first miracle
done by Jesus was turning the water into
winein thewedding feast in Cana. “This
beginning of signs[miracles] Jesusdid
in Canaof Galilee, and manifested His
glory; and His disciples believed Him”
(John 2:11).

If Christ had performed miracles before
thistime, under theinspiration of God,
John could not have written that the mira-
cleat Canawas the beginning of signsor
miracles performed by Jesus Chridt.

When dl issaid and done, thereis suffi-
cient information in the Gospelsto dispel
the mythsthat have crept into the extrabib-
lical accounts of Christ’slifethroughthe
centuries. Most of Hislifeasreflected in
the Gospels dealswith Hisministry,
because thiswas the time of His public
teaching. Hisearly lifeisbriefly mentioned
to confirm that He fulfilled prophecies
about the Messiah and to establish the
background for His all-important ministry.

One of theresponsibilities of aChris-
tianisto believe and faithfully transmit
biblical teachingsin al their purity and to
avoid al falsehoods. It isimportant to get
the record straight about Christ’slife. Itis
the only way we can follow the biblical
principlethat “no lieis of the truth”
(1John2:21). Gn

RecoMMENDED READING

How did Dec. 25 cometo be cele-
brated asthe date of Christ’shirth?
What do Santa Claus, reindeer, mistle-
toe, holly and evergreen trees have to
do with the birth of the Savior of
mankind? How did these cometo be
associated with one
of theworld's most
widely celebrated
holidays?

To better under-
dand the origins of
Christmas, and
how and why this
celebration was
subdtituted for the
feast days of the Bible, be sureto
request your free copy of Holidays or
Holy Days. Does It Matter \Which Days
e Keep? Please contact usat the
addressin your country (or the country
nearest you) listed on page 2 or access
our Web Site at www.gnmegazine.org.
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by Robert Berendt

earsago | taught high-school
chemistry, trigonometry,
physicsand math. | knew stu-
dentswho werein their last year of
school before going onto college or
trade school or some other form of edu-
cation to equip them for a productive and
satisfying life.
| knew from my own experiencesthat

stressand pressure would accompany each
student for therest of hislife, and | wanted
to do thebest | could to help him succeed.
Life has many momentsthat tax our abili-
tiesto thelimit. Asateacher | wanted to be sure

the students could meet each chalenge.

When times of pressure and crisis come,
we do not have the luxury of timeto develop
the skill and character we need to handle
them at that time. We devel op skills, knowl-
edge and character over the yearsrather than

inan ingtant.

Thevital ingredient that helped me deter-
mine how the students were devel oping wasthe
need from timeto timeto test their skillsand
knowledge. Teststell the students where their
knowledge may be wesk. Tests boost the confi-
dence of astudent by showing that heredly

does understand the material. Tests show the
ingtructor the weaknesses or strengths of stu-
dents. Tests aso reved where anindructor may
not have been clear enough.

Success under pressure

Testsbecomeavita tool inanother area. Tests
place the student under pressure. In the chemistry
classes| taught, my students had to take afina exam
prepared by the board of education. Thetest largely
determined the students’ final grade and thusinflu-
enced their plansfor their careers. Some students
resented thistype of test, and al the sudents | knew
grew nervous when thistest came around.
Susan was agood student—not brilliant, but agood
student. She planned to go to college, but testswerea
mountain for her. She had studied and | knew she could pass,
but her nervousness and fear made her stay up for 48 hours
with no deep in the daysleading up to the exam. On the last
evening before the test she planned to stay up dl night to study.
When afriend of herstold me her planand | had seen how tired
shelooked, | phoned Susan and told her not to study at al but get a
good night'ssleep. | knew atired mind would not react well under
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pres-
sure,
and she
likely
would do
Worse, not better. She
took my advice and aced
her exam the next day.
Her fear and the pressure
shefdt had lowered her
confidence. Her performance would have been affected. She went
onto college and asuccesstul life.

Another student, Bill, was average. His study habits were not so
good, and he, too, felt the great pressure of the coming chemistry
test. Feling the pressure, Bill did study, but not enough.

As| wastaking theroll the morning of the exam, | noticed Bill
was not there. Test time came, and | asked afriend if heknew
where Bill was. Thefriend confided in me that Bill stayed home
because he feared the test. | phoned Bill’s home and he answered.
Hewas healthy and well, but the pressure on him was too grest.

| bluntly told him to come down right then, even though he
would be starting late. He did, and he passed the final exam. Years
later at aclassreunion Bill thanked mefor that phone call. He had
received his high-school diplomaand landed agood job inthe ail
industry. He needed that passing gradein chemistry.

There aremany storieslikethose of Susan and Bill. Thereare
aso stories of studentswho confidently took the test and handled
the pressure. All of these experiences are stepping stones and
building blocks of life.

A different reaction to pressure

It is sad when we read of studentswho fail to learn the lesson
and respond in away that builds good character. Many of them
strugglethrough life until they finaly learn the lessons they should
have learned earlier, or their life becomes a constant routine of
avoiding pressure and responsibility. That is surely not aroute
to apleasant or enjoyablelife.

Oxfordis England's mogt famous university. One of itstop stu-
dents, Roxanne, became president of the sudents union. Shewas
intelligent and headed for awonderful future. She had abusy and
enjoyablelife on campus.

llustration by Shaun Venish



But for her, too, the
pressures of testswere
great. Examtime
 cameand shecom-
¥ plained about ahurt

hand. Shewas alowed to
taketheexam by typinginto a
_ persona computer inan
i adjoining room. Shepro-

i ceeded to cheat. Shedown-
|oaded an essay she had pre-
vioudy written rather than
writethe required essay for
thisexam.

Chesting cost her

dearly. Her reputation

®  wasdamaged; shewas

" expdlled from the univer-
sity; and her future was badly

marred in many aspects.
She hurt her family and friends. Most of dl, she hurt hersdlf.

Pressure is a fact of life

Too often students are allowed to make excusesto lay studies
asdeand wallow happily intheir lack of understanding. Parents
sometimes support those excuses. Lack of preparation and study—
lack of aproper work ethic—isthe greatest cause of fear and
trepidation for those facing test times.

Final exams mean pressure. That is part of their purpose. Stu-

You can learn more from tests
than you might think.

dents go on to become doctors, teachers, ship captains, firemen,
policemen, farmers and thelike. All will eventualy be faced with
difficult decisons.

When adoctor isfaced with a difficult operation, he cannot
excuse himself by saying he doesn't feel ready for it. A fireman
cannot say he feelsunder stress because he helped fight afire
yesterday so he should be able to skip this call. Students need to
learn to handle pressure because they will be under pressure all
their lives.

Running away or cheating isnot the way to learn thelessons
that lead to successful living. Proper preparation and having a
willing attitude are the best approach. Exams help uslearnto keep
eventsin perspective whilewe sweet it out in an amospherein
which decisions can bring success or failure.

Solid steps for success

Hard work, determined study, good habits of living
and
working areal ingredients for success as a student
and later as an adult. Maybe you've heard students
complain about homework, yet their study habits
were clearly counterproductive. Some students
have told me they study best with loud rock music
on the radio, when parked in front of the televi-
sion, when eating snacks and so on. At least thelr
stories show
great imagination.
Parents, teachers and other adults need to
pay attention to helping young people. They
are forming habits and mental attitudes that
will help or harm them all their lives. Adults
should be there to teach self-discipline, self-
control and self-confidence. Such confidence
isbuilt upon a solid work ethic. Exams, after
al, are to show what you know and revea
gapsin your knowledge. Exams are not to be
feared; they are to be used.
When considering the value of tests, we
should consider that the greatest teacher of dl
isGod the Father. He knows the val ue of testing
far better that any human teacher. He knowswe
need to develop the character that pressure and
sdf-control yield. He knows our liveswill be
filled with challenges, confrontations, decisions,
stressand pressure. Hewants usto be ready
when those tests come.
The Scripturestell us God testsusto see
whether we love Him above al else (Deuteron-
omy 13:3). Heknowsthat if wetruly love Him
wewill keep His commandments even under
pressure and stress. Psalm 26:2 shows David
looked forward to being proved, or tested, by God.
Why? Because he had prepared and was ready for
tests. Noticewhat he said in verse 1:
“I have walked in my integrity, | have aso trustedin
the Loro; | shall not dip.” His confidence was built on
learning, self-contral, facing pressure and making
sound decisions.
We will make errors and mistakes throughott life.
The important thing is that we learn from them and
not repeat our mistakes. Pressureis part of life, and exams
and tests are vital toolsin helping us prepare for the pres-
sures of living. Another school year is here, another year of
opportunity to develop your mind, to learn and put into practice
the skills you have devel oped. Look forward to your learning
years and remember that the broad and easy path that so many
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Do You Know the
Real Christmas Story?

Wth the Christmas season fast approaching, do you know the origin
of modern Christmas customs and this celebration’s connection to
Christianity? Take the following short quiz to assess your knowledge.

F

[] True or False? The first Christmas was observed by Christians
in 4 B.C. at the birth of Jesus Christ.

[] True or False? The custom of giving gifts for Christmas
originated with the exchange of gifts among the wise men.

[] True or False? The growth of Christmas around the world is
one of the best indicators that the world is becoming more Christian
in its outlook.

[ ] True or False? The Christmas tree and mistletoe come from
Christian tradition.

[] True or False? The Bible gives us permission to adopt any holiday
customs we choose so long as they are done to honor Christ.

[] True or False? Putting Christ back in Christmas is the best way to honor
God at this time of year.

[] True or False? Christmas is God'’s favorite celebration.

The correct answer to all of the above questions is false. If you
missed some, you need to understand the real Christmas story
as explained by history and the Bible in our free booklet
Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Keep?

Too many people go through life thinking they are
honoring their Creator through Christmas celebrations.
For many it is the most joyous time of the year. But, before you celebrate
another Christmas season, why not
consider what God thinks about this .
holiday? As a serious Christian, don't you think it's Unl;[ne %egggl;ggcggm(; od
time you considered His view? www.gnmagazine.org )




