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A Glimpse Into the Future

Tryi ng to anticipate the future is big business. More Americans than ever
invest their life savingsin the stock market because faith in the nation’s eco-
nomic futureis so high. Confidence in the Internet as the economic medium
of the future drives abooming new information industry that reshapesthe
prevailing economic outlook. A cautious euphoriais the economic order of
the day.

Amid the euphoriawe should ask, How does God want usto view the
future? Does He want us to approach tomorrow with an attitude of excitement
and confidence?

He certainly does—but with aconsiderably different focus.

Almost 2,000 year ago Jesus Christ announced some good news about the
future. His message, the gospel (good news) of the Kingdom of God, ingtills
hope and confidence.

God intends for mankind to succeed and for the destiny He plansfor dl of
humanity to become redlity. But that islooking far into the future, far beyond
today’s economic euphoria

Regrettably, most people are woefully unconcerned about the outcome of
their existence, their ultimate future. Thelr primary concern isthe possessions
and standard of living they hopeto acquirein the next few years.

Something isterribly wrong with this view. It focuses only on temporary
belongings and achievements. Thisisashortsighted way of looking a things.
We need to peer considerably deeper into the future. God has given usa
wonderful tool for doing just that: prophecy. Bible prophecy hasapositive
purpose. It proves God exists and reassures those who put their trust in Him

that their efforts are not wasted.

Inthisissue of The Good News we focus on Bible prophecy and how it can
givedirectionto your life. Let usfirst understand who will have adirect handin
bringing many of the most important Bible propheciesto pass. Someonewill
be directly involved in making prophecy happen. That someoneis Jesus Chrigt.

God has made available, through Bible prophecy, the crucial details of
Chrigt’sfuture deeds, especialy Hisreturnto earth asitsking. Hereisa
glimpse of the wonderful future of peace, prosperity and goodwill He will
bring to earth:

“Yes, dl kingsshall fal down before Him; dl nations shall serve Him. For He
will deliver the needy when he cries, the poor aso, and him who has no helper.
Hewill sparethe poor and needy, and will save the souls of the needy. He shdll
redeem their life from oppression and violence . . . and daily He shall be praised.
Therewill be an abundance of grainin the earth, on thetop of the mountains, its
fruit shall wavelike Lebanon; and those of the city shall flourish like grassof the
eath. .. All nationsshdl cal Him blessed. Blessed bethe Lorp God, the God
of Israel, who only doeswondrousthingd” (Psaim 72:11-18).

These will be some of the remarkable achievements of Jesus Christ when
Hetransformsthe world after Hisreturn. But Bible prophecy also reveds
many obstacles must be overcome before that peaceful and harmonious era
can begin.

At the beginning of the 1,000-year period (Revelaion 20), Jesuswill initiate
corrective measuresto ater peopl€'s attitudes—greed, arrogance and malice
—that block their way to lasting peace. Persuading sdlfish and materidistic
human beings to change their wayswill be no easy task. But prophecy reveds
God will accomplishit.

Areyou looking beyond the difficult times? Do you have aclear vision of
the wonderful future that lies beyond this era? God wants you to focus on the
future with confidence and hope. A full understanding of the enormity of
Bible prophecy isthe key. Continue reading The Good News to discover more

of the exciting, encouraging details.
—Roger Foster
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Bible

by Noel Hornor
and Roger Foster

f you aren’t sure whether

the Bible should be trusted

as the inspired word God,

you belong to a significant
majority. Surveys of Americans,
Europeans and others repeat-
edly confirm that few know
what the Bible says. The major-
ity of those questioned could
not even recall the names of
the four Gospels (Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John).

The Good News

Most people arefamiliar with some Stories
fromthe Bible but have limited knowledge
and understanding of its content. Many who
say they do not believethe Biblergect it
without evenreading it.

Modern educationd systemslock out the
Bible. Evenrdigiousleadersvigoroudy dis-
agree onwhich and how much of itsteach-
ings apply to whom. Thosewho tekethetime
to sudy it areinthedigtinct minority. It islit-
tlewonder biblicd illiteracy isso widespread.

TheBibleclamsthat it wasinspired by
God. It even quotesHim saying, “I am God,
andthereisnonelike Me, declaring theend
fromthe beginning, and from ancient times
thingsthat arenot yet done. . .” (Isaiah 46:9-
10, emphasis added throughout).

How credibleisthe Biblesclamthat it
canforetel thefuture, that it containsthe very
words of God predicting eventslong before
they cometo pass? Can wefind relidble
evidenceto back up this statement?

Onamore persond level, what evidence
would makethat clam believableto you?Are
you prepared to accept the reliability of the

Bibleif itsclaims can be docu-
mented and verified?If
the Bibleindeed pre-
dictsthe future—and if
God Himself will bring
to passwhet the Bible
foretells—what arethe
implicationsfor us of that
demondration of God's
inspiration and power?
Bdlieveitornat, itis
prophecy, the most-scoffed-
at part of Scripture, that is

o o S

Prophecy?
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oneof thedementsof the Bible easiest to
check for accuracy. Many biblica prophecies
have dready cometo pass. By comparing the
Bible's predictionswith what actualy hap-
pened, we can test the Bible'sreliability. We
can discover for ourselveswhether it should
be regarded astheingpired Word of God.

Anexcdlent example of wherethe Bible
caneasily betested is propheciesforetelling
thebirth, life and desth of Jesus Christ. Amaz-
ing detailsof Hislifeand work werereveded
and recorded by severa writerscenturies
before Hewas born. The sheer number of
these predictions, with their astonishingly
accurate details, powerfully support the
vaidity of Bible prophecy.

(Youwill find apartid ligting of the many
prophecies about Chrigt and referencesto
thelr fulfillment in* Jesus Christ in Prophecy”
on page 6. We urge you to look up each scrip-
turd reference, including the prophecy and its
recorded fulfillment, in your own Bible)

God’s challenge to skeptics

God haslong urged skepticsto examine
prophecy asaproof of Hisexistence and reli-
ability. To those who in ancient timeswor-
shiped worthlessidolsrather than thetrue
God, Heissued thischallenge: “Bring in your
idolstotell uswhat isgoing to happen. Tell
uswhat the former thingswere, o that we
may congder them and know their fina out-
come. Or declare to usthe thingsto come,
tell uswhat the future holds, so that we may
know you aregods’ (Isaiah 41:22-23, New
Internationd Version).

God recorded prophecy and itsfulfillment
to prove Heistruthful and we can trust His

Scott Ashley




By predicting events centuries in advance, then insuring they come to pass, God gives us irrefutable
proof of both His existence and the inspiration of His Word, the Bible.

words. By predicting eventscenturiesin
advance, theninsuring they cometo pass, He
givesusirrefutable proof of both Hisexistence
andtheinspiration of HisWord, the Bible.

If we can demondtrate that God has dready
fulfilled many prophecies, it should be obvi-
ousthat He also hasthe power to fulfill proph-
eciesof thefuture. “Indeed | have spokenit;

I will alsobringitto pass” Hetdlsus “I have
purposedit; | will lsodoit” (Isaish 46:11).

Since so much prophecy relatesto condi-
tionsand eventsleading up to Jesus Chrigt’s
return—atimeworld conditionsindicate may
be quite soon—shouldn’t we accept God's
chalenge?Wouldn't it be helpful to know
what the Bible predicts concerning thet time,
and whether those prophecies are believable?

The prophet Danidl predicted, longin
advance, many eventsthat have dready
occurred. But some of hispropheciesareyet
to befulfilled. Concerning some of those
future prophecies, God told Daniel to“ shut
up thewords, and sedl the book until thetime
oftheend...” (Daniel 12:4).

Thisverseindicatesthat certain mgjor
prophecieswill be much more understand-
ableto thosewho serve God asthetime of
the end gpproaches. Daniel dsoindicates
that the prophetic meaning of certain world
eventsand conditions leading up to thetime
of theend will be understood by the people
of God even asthey are occurring (Daniel
12:9-10; Amos 3.7).

TheBible presentsitsdf asatrustworthy

guideinthese matters. It hasaccurately pre-
dicted much of what we know ashistory.
Similarly, it waswritten to help usunderstand
what isyet to happen.

Let'scompare severa Bible prophecies
totheir fulfillments. Let’s discover whether
these occurrences are evidence that demon-
dratesthat the Bibleisindeed theWord of
God and whether it isatrustworthy source
of information critical to our future.

Some people havereferred to Bible
prophecy ashigtory written in advance. Isit?

Daniel in the skeptics’ den

The prophecies of Daniel supply many
keysfor establishing the accuracy of dl Bible
prophecy. Many of hispropheciesare so pe-
cificthat, if they can be demonstrated to be
true, only the most prejudiced minds could
continue to doubt and reason their way
around them.

The actions of some skepticsare quite
reveding. They do not even attempt to chal -
lengethe accuracy of the content of Daniel’s
prophecies. They don't dispute that they are
astonishingly accurate. Rather than admitting
that Daniel’swords areindeed inspired, how-
ever, they resort to labeling hisbook afraud.

How? They smply deny that the book was
writtenin the Sixth century B.C., asindicated
by the historica eventsand internd evidence
recorded in the book itself. Instead they claim
it was penned by an unknown author some-
timeafter 200 B.C., long after many events

Photo illustration by Shaun Venish/© 1999 PhotoDisc., Inc./Digital Stock

prophesied in the book had aready occurred.
This, Danié’scriticsconveniently alege, is
the only plausible explanation for the book’s
dartling prophetic accuracy.

Let’sconsider the nature of these critics
approach. They begin by disputing Danidl’s
authorship because herefersto himself inthe
third personin hisearly chapters.

However, asGleason L. Archer Jr., profes-
sor of Old Testament and semiticsat Trinity
Evangdlicd Divinity School, pointsout, this
“wasthe custom among ancient authors of
historical memoirs’ (The Expositor'sBible
Commentary, 1935, Val. VI, p. 4). Danid
was merely adhering to the accepted writing
conventions of histime. In relating some of
his personal fedings and experiences, how-
ever, Danid did gppropriately writeinthefirst
person (Danid 7:15; 8:15; 9:2; 10:2).

Theidentity of Danid’scriticsisdso sig-
nificant. Thefirgt person known to have ques-
tioned the authenticity of Daniel’sauthorship
wasthe Greek scholar and historian Porphyry,
who livedA.D. 233-304.

Porphyry islabeled by historiansasaNeo-
platonist, meaning he subscribed to the doc-
trines of the Greek philosopher Plato. What
were hisfundamentd beliefs?*“Porphyry is
well known asaviolent opponent of Chris-
tianity and defender of Paganism” (Ency-
clopaedia Britannica, 11th edition, Vol. 22,

p. 104, “Porphyry™).

Since Porphyry wasan enemy of Chris-

tianity, hisobjectivity is questionablewhen he

September/October 1999 5



writes about Chrigtianity or the Bible. Further,
herevedled nofactud basisfor hisopinion,
and hisview contradictsthe tesimony of
Jesus Chrigt, who explicitly refersto Daniel
astheauthor of the book that bearshisname
(Matthew 24:15).

Thehiblicd scholar Jerome (A.D. 340-
420) refuted Porphyry’s contention. There-
after no onetook Porphyry’sremarks
serioudy until many centurieslaer. “. .. He
wasmoreor lessdismissed by Chridtian
scholarship asamere pagan detractor who
had dlowed anaurdidtic biasto warp his
judgment. But during thetime of the Enlight-
enment in the eighteenth century, al supernat-
ural eementsin Scripture came under
suspicion; and Porphyry’stheory received
increesing support . . " (Archer, p. 13).

Scholarswith liberd leaningstill recycle
these centuries-old arguments. Historian
EugeneH. Merrill, professor of Old Testament
dudiesat Ddlas Theologicd Seminary, says
their beliefsare built on feeble evidence.
“...[Danid’g| rhetoric and language are emi-

anddrcular linesof evidencethat the man
[Daniel] and hiswriting have been denied his-
toricity” (Kingdomof Priests, 1996, p. 484).

Phenomenal prediction and fulfillment

Theaccuracy of Danidl’s prediction of
remotely distant eventsis spectacular. For
example, hewrotethe" 70 weeks' prophecy
(Danid 9:24-27) in“thefirst year of Darius’
(verse ). Thefirgt year of Dariuswas 539
B.C. (Merrill, p. 486).

Inthisprophecy God specifiesaperiod of
70"“sevens’ or 70 “weeksof years,” to com-
plete the salvation of Hispeople. A totd of 69
of these“weeks of years’ (7+62 x 7=483
years) Specifiesthe period thet would elgpse
from the order to rebuild the Jerusdem tem-
ple(Ezral:1-4) until thefirst appearance of
theMessah, Jesus of Nazareth, 3. years
before Hisdegth. That decreewas givenin
457 B.C. (Archer, p. 114).

Exactly 483 years|ater (taking into account
thefact thereisno year 0 between 1 B.C. and
A.D. 1) Jesus Christ began preachingin

week) wasto be delayed until thetime of the
“ abomination of desolation” mentioned by
Jesus Chrigt (Matthew 24:15). At that time,
says Danid, “the horde of an invading prince
will work havoc on city and sanctuary. The
end of it will beacataclysm, inevitablewar
withdl itshorrors. The prince will makea
firmleague with the many for one of the sev-
enty [weeksof years]; and, with that one half
[32 yeard] spent, hewill put astop to sacrifice
and offering. Andin thetrain of these abomi-
nationswill comethe perpetrator of desola-
tion; then, in the end, what has been decreed
concerning the desolation will be poured out”
(Danid 9:26-27, Revised English Bible).

(To better understand this prophecy, be sure
to read “ Just What Isthe Abomination of
Desolation?” beginning on page 9.)

Nebuchadnezzar's dream

Danid records another remarkable
prophecy, hisinterpretation of Nebuchadnez-
zar'sdream, in chapter 2. In the second year
of hisreign the Babylonian king had atrou-

o
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Tt Ty [B.C the  Glilee(Mark 1:1, 14). Inthisamazing bling dream that none of his counselors could
rstohave  prophecy, Danid predicted “thepreciseyear  explain. Babylonian culture placed consider-
ysDr.Mer-  of Christ’sappearanceand thebeginningof ~ ableemphasis upon dreams, and Nebuchad-

e isonly on hisministry inA.D. 27" (Archer, p. 9). His nezzar was corvinced thisonewas of great
£ themogt desthwas dso predicted in Daniel 9:26. importance (Daniel 2:1-3).
ubjective Danid’sfina “week of years’ (the 70th Hisdream givesusa“ disclosure of God's

he introduction to the Jew-
Tish New Testament lists 52
prophecies fulfilled in Christ’s

birth, life and death as foretold in 81 passages in the Old Testa-
ment (pp. xxv-xxix). Although some prophecies were clear, many
of the prophecies could not be understood at the time they were
written, even by the prophets themselves (see Daniel 12:8-9).
They came to be understood only in hindsight by the apostles and
writers of the Gospels through the inspiration of God's Spirit.

Among other things, the Old Testament prophets predicted:

¢ He would come from the line of King David (Isaiah 11:1-5;
Matthew 1:1, 6).

¢ He would be preceded by one who would announce His
coming (Isaiah 40:3, 5; Malachi 3:1; Matthew 3:1-3).

¢ He would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-20).

o His birth would occur in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1).

¢ His own people would reject Him (Isaiah 53:3; John 1:11).

* He would be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9; John 13:18-30).

¢ The price for His betrayal would be 30 pieces of silver
(Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 26:15).

¢ A potter’s field would be purchased with His betrayal money
(Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 27:3-10).

¢ He would be slain as the silent Passover Lamb of God (Isaiah
53:7; Matthew 27:12; John 19:14-16).

¢ His hands and feet would be pierced (Psalm 22:16; Luke 23:33;
24:38-40).

¢ He would be condemned and executed like a criminal (Isaiah

The Good News

Jesus Christ in Prophecy

53:12; Luke 22:36-37; Matthew 27:28).

* No bone in His body would be broken (Psalm 34:20; John
19:33-36).

¢ Exactly what His dying words on the cross would be (Psalm
22:1; Mark 15:34).

e His garments would be claimed by others by the casting of
lots (Psalm 22:18; John 19:23-24).

* He would be buried with the wealthy (Isaiah 53:9; Matthew
27:57-60).

Jesus Himself could not have controlled how all of these prophe-
cies were fulfilled. No one can control the circumstances of His own
birth, who his ancestors are and where he is born. Nor could He
control the actions of others in betraying Him, putting Him to
death and laying His body in the unused tomb of a wealthy man.

Yet these remarkable details were given through a variety of
prophets from several hundred years up to a thousand years in
advance. Even details of Christ's death by crucifixion were pre-
dicted by King David many hundreds of years before the practice
of crucifixion became common as a method of execution.

Why this precise accuracy in foretelling Christ's birth, life and
death? God was providing irrefutable evidence for all who would
carefully consider these facts that His prophecies can be trusted.

Therefore we have every reason to conclude that, just as the
details of Christ’s birth, life and death came to pass exactly as pre-
dicted, so will the prophecies related to His second coming. \We
should expect them to be fulfilled precisely as they are revealed in
God's Word.

Scott Campbell



plan for the agestill thefina triumph of Chrigt” and
“presentsthe foreordained succession of world powers
thet areto dominate the Near East till thefind victory
of theMessiahinthelast days’ (Archer, pp. 39, 46).

TheBiblerecordsthat Danidl, under inspiration from
God and without prior knowledge of the dream’s content,
explained the detail s of the dream to Nebuchadnezzar:
“You, O king, werewatching; and behold, agreat image!
Thisgreet image, whose splendor was excellent, stood
before you; and itsform was avesome. Thisimage'shead
wasof finegold, itschest and arms of Slvey, itsbelly and
thigh of bronze, itslegs of iron, itsfeet partly of ironand
partly of clay” (Danie 2:31-33).

Danid told Nebuchadnezzar his Babylonian Empirewas
represented by the head of gold (verses 37-38). Thesilver,
bronze and iron-and-clay components of theimage, or
Satue, represented three powerful empiresthat wereto
follow mighty Babylon (verses 39-40).

Thisdivineinterpretation of the dream provided Neb-
uchadnezzar aswell as Daniel with an astounding preview
of history. The dream occurred and Danidl interpreted it
about 600 B.C. Theimagein the dream represented the
sequence of greet empiresthat would dominate the civi-
lized world's politica scenefor centuries. Notice how
accurately it wasfulfilled.

“Thesilver empire wasto be Medo-Persia, which began
with Cyrusthe Gregt, who conquered Babylonin539. ..
Thissver empirewas supremein the Near and Middle
Eadt for about two centuries’ (Archer, p. 47).

“The bronze empire was the Greco-Macedonian Empire

“After this| saw in the night visions, and behold, a
fourth beadt, dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong. It
had hugeiron teeth; it was devouring, bresking in pieces,
and trampling the resdue with itsfeet. It was different
from dl the beasts that were beforeit, and it had ten horns.
(Danid 7:7, NKV).

What doesthis description mean? It isareferenceto the
grest power of the Roman Empire, which crushed al who
opposad it. “Thusthe superior power of the colossus of
Rome. . . isemphasized in the symbolism of thisterrible
fourth beast” (Archer, p. 87).

What isthe meaning of the 10 horns? The ultimate ful-
fillment of thispart of the prophecy isyet in our future.
“Theten horns gppear to refer to an end-timereviva of the
Roman Empire..." (Archer, p. 25).

Thisconcurswith Daniel 2:44, which obvioudy indicates
that the second coming of Christ will occur inatimeduring
which vestiges of thefourth beat, or kingdom, still exist:
“Andinthe days of these kingsthe God of heaven will set
up akingdom which shal never be destroyed; and the king-
dom shall not beleft to other people; it shall bregk in pieces
and consumeall these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever”

Thegreater part of these prophetic events, asdetailed by
thetwo dreams, has dready been fulfilled. Babylon, the
dominant power of Daniel’sday, fell (the circumstances
arerecorded in Daniel 5). It was succeeded, inturn, by the
Medo-Persan Empire, the Grecian Empire of Alexander
the Great, and the Roman Empire—just asrevedled to and
recorded by Danid.

Thefulfillment of these detailed prophecies dramaticaly

The fulfillment of these detailed prophecies dramatically affirms the divine inspiration of
the Bible. The odds against any person being able to accurately predict these monumental
occurrences in the history of mankind defy all rational possibilities.

established by Alexander the Gregt . . . The bronzeking-
dom lasted for about 260 or 300 yearsbeforeit was
supplanted by the fourth kingdom” (ibid.).

*Iron connotes toughness and ruthlessness and describes
the Roman Empirethat reached itswidest extent under the
reignof Trgan” (ibid.). Trganreigned A.D. 98-117, and
the Roman Empireitsalf ruled for many centuries.

Thefourth empirewas depicted ashaving 10toes. The
feet and toes are composed partly of ironand partly of clay,
asverse4l explains. “Verse 41 dedswith alater phase or
outgrowth of thisfourth empire, symbolized by thefeet and
ten toes—made up of iron and earthenware, afragile base
for the huge monument. Thetext clearly impliesthat this
fina phase will be marked by some sort of federation rather
than by apowerful singleredm” (ibid.).

Another dream adds important details

Additional aspects of this succession of empireswere
revedled to Danidl in alater dream. Thistimethe four
empireswere represented by four beadts: alion (Baby-
lonian Empire), abear (Persian Empire) and aleopard
(Grecian Empire) and afourth beast described as
“terrible” and unlike the other three (Danie 7:1-7).

Photo illustration by Shaun Venish/© 1999 PhotoDisc., Inc./Digital Stock

afirmsthe divineinspiration of the Bible. The odds against
any person being ableto accurately predict these monu-
mental occurrencesin the history of mankind defy dl ratio-
nd possibilities. Therefore, Danidl’s statement that “there
isaGod in heaven who reveds secrets, and He hasmade
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will bein the |atter
days’ (Danid 2:28), becomesall themorecredible.

The Bible's most detailed prophecy

Daniel 11 records another phenomend prophecy. The
chronologica settingisgivenin Daniel 10:1 asthe“third
year of Cyrusking of Persa” A “man,” no doubt an angel
(Danid 9:21), cameto tell Daniel what would occur inthe
“latter days’ (Danidl 10:14). The prophecy that followsis
themost detailed in the Bible. Thethird year of Cyruswas
more than 500 years before the birth of Chridt. Yet this
prophecy foretels eventsthat would begin to occur dmost
immediately and will continue until the return of Chrigt.

Theinitid stagesof the prophecy confirm the accuracy
of the Bible because they are dready fulfilled. They can
beverified by acareful study of the Persan and Greek
empires. Itisunimaginablethat any human being on his
own could foresee such fine historical detail.

.
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The Prophetic Perspective

understand the essential nature of its content. When the apostle Peter said, “For

The amazing scope of biblical prophecy can be properly appreciated only if we first

prophecy never came by the will of man” (2 Peter 1:21) he was not restricting the

word prophecy to mean only predictions.

His use of prophecy in this context included everything these “holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (same verse). Predictions were only a part
of their messages. They also wrote about the state of nations and peoples, reviewed

history and urged repentance.

In other words, the Bible represents its prophets as spokesmen for or agents of God.
The author of the book of Hebrews aptly expressed this when he wrote, “God, who at
various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has

in these last days spoken to us by His Son.. ...

" (Hebrews 1:1-2).

The job of God's prophets was to diligently represent God's point of view in
everything they said. Advancing the cultural or political point of view of their peo-
ple was simply not their calling. In fact, their messages were often highly critical of
the behavioral and cultural trends of the people to whom they were sent.

Why is it essential that we understand the perspective of the prophets? It's mainly
because of the way many modern scholars misrepresent them.

Far too often modern writers and teachers portray the prophets as nationalistic
statesmen who merely reflected a gradually developing national consciousness in

ancient Israel and Judah.

Nothing could be further from the truth.

God send these prophets to ancient Israel

and Judah to critique the prevailing national point of view, not reflect it.

God sent them to explain His perspective

of the state of His people and the world in

the past, present and future. They address the great dilemmas of humanity and explain
how God will solve them. The culture they represent is the way of life God has taught

from the beginning of mankind's existence.

Some dementsof what follows areintri-
cate, requiring close dtention. But acompari-
son of the prophetic wordswith the historical
record makesthem clear.

Thefirg 35 versesof Daniel 11 predicted,
centuriesin advance, the protracted warsand
political intrigue between two palitica entities
|abeled the“king of the South” and the“king
of theNorth.” In secular history the various
kings of the south were of the Ptolemy
dynasty, ruling from Alexandriain Egypt.
Thekingsof thenorth ruled from Antiochin
Syria, often under variousforms or combina:
tionsof the names Seleucus and Antiochus.

At this point the prophecy Danid 11 takes
on adifferent tone, shifting to “thetime of the
end” near the end of verse 35. To quote Dr.
Archer again: “With the conclusion of the
preceding pericope[extract] & v. 35, the pre-
dictive materid that incontestably applies
to the Hellenigtic empires and the contest
between the Sdeucids and the Jewish patriots
ends’ (p. 143). (For athorough explanation
of thisextremely accurate and detailed
prophecy, be sure to request your free copy
of our booklet Isthe Bible True?)

Interpreting prophetic evidence

Liberd and consarvative scholars agree
thet dl of Daniel 11 upto verse 35 contains
strikingly accurate descriptions of thewhole
sweep of eventsfrom thereign of Cyrustothe

8 The Good News

unsuccessful effort of theinfamousAntiochus
Epiphanesto samp out the Jewish faith.

However, scholars differ greetly inther
approach to the prophetic evidence. Itisvitd
we understand the basis of those differences.

Dr. Archer explainsthat to some scholars
thebiblica “pattern of prediction and fulfill-
ment [presents] compelling evidence of the
divineinspiration and authority of the Hebrew
Scriptures, snceonly God could possibly
foreknow the futureand seetoiit thet his
announced plan would be precisdy fulfilled”

Others, however, take avadly different
view. Assuming God does not exig, they
believe there can be noinspired prophecy or
itsdivinely guided fulfillment. Like Porphyry,
they must brand the books of the biblical
prophets asfraudulent, claming theonly
explanation for their startling accuracy isthey
must have been written after the fact. To think
otherwise would require them to accept a
divine Being who can foretell eventsdown to
their smallest details.

Some atheigts admit they reach their con-
clusions because they smply do not want
God telling them how tolive.

For ingtance, Aldous Huxley (1894-1963)
wroteof hishias “I had motivesfor not want-
ing theworld to have ameaning; consequently
assumed that it hed none, and was able with-
out any difficulty to find satisfying reasonsfor
thisassumption. . . The philosopher who finds

no meaning intheworld isnot concerned
exclusively with aproblemin pure mete:
physics, heisaso concerned to provethat
thereisno valid reason why he persondly
should not do ashewantstodo. . .

“For mysdlf, as, no doubt, for most of my
contemporaries, the philosophy of meaning-
lessnesswas essentidly aninstrument of liber-
aion. .. Weobjected to the mordlity because
it interfered with our sexud freedom. . .”
(Endsand Means, 1937, pp. 270, 272-273).

Huxley admitted hisreasonsfor rgecting
aGod who would tell mankind how to live.
How much moreplainly canit be said? Many
of thosewho work so hard to chdlengeand
deny the authority of the Bible do so because
they do not want God telling them what to do.

Will you trust such evidence of God?

What isyour to responseto such evidence
of God? Can you honestly accept itsimplica:
tions? Does solid evidence that much of Bible
prophecy has been fulfilled precisdly asit was
written impressyou?

Inthisarticlewe have only scratched the
surface of propheciesthat have aready been
fulfilled precisely aspredicted. You can trust
Bible prophecy as proof of an dl-knowing,
amighty God who can foretell the future and
then bringiit to pass.

Bible prophecy isnot smply adry, dusty
record of predictionsfulfilledin history.
Prophecy isliving. Even now, many biblical
propheciesare coursing toward their fulfill-
ment. Based onthe many past prophecies
fulfilled in minute detail, we can be confident
that God's predictionsthrough His prophets
will cometo pass.

The stage appearsto be set for many
astounding propheciesto befulfilled in our
times. Wewould do well to heed thewords
of Himwhotelsus, “I have purposed it;

I will lsodoit” (Isaah46:11). Gn
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Just What |l s t h

PR

In one of the Bible's best-known prophecies, Jesus Christ spoke of a coming
“abomination of desolation.” What did He mean? Has that prophecy come to pass?

e

by Gary Petty

rom supermarket tabloidsit is apparent people are fasci-
nated with biblical prophecy. Someone's always coming
up with anew interpretation of the beasts of the book of
Daniel or of the mysterious cataclysms of Revelation.
Apart from the hyperbole and hysteria, people do have
practical concerns about the intriguing prophetic satementsin the
Bible. We livein turbulent times. People are concerned about the
date of theworld. Some, dmost ingtinctively, turn to the Bible—
particularly the prophetic passages—for solace and insight.

Jesus Chrigt’s Olivet prophecy, recorded for usin Matthew 24,
Mark 13 and Luke 21, isone of the Bible's most familiar prophe-
cies. Init Jesuswarns of acoming time of unprece-
dented trouble. He advises peoplein
Judeato flee when they seethe
“gbomination of desolation, spo-
ken of by Danie the prophet”
(Matthew 24:15).

What isthe abomination
of desolation? Can the Bible
tell usitsmeaning?sthis
prophecy only for the people
of Daniel’sor Chrigt’sday, or
isitawarning for atime yet
ahead of us?

The abomination of desolation
in the book of Daniel

When Jesus spoke of the abomination of desolation, Hewas
referring to Daniel 11:31 and 12:11. God revedled to Daniel that
“there shall be atime of anguish, such as has never occurred since
naionsfirst cameinto existence” (Daniel 12:1, New Revised Stan-
dard Version). Then, inverse 11, Daniel learnsthat the abomination
involvesthe cessation of daily sacrifices.

A key to understanding prophecy isthe principle of duality—that
some prophecies can have more than one fulfillment. Thismeansa
prophecy may be partialy fulfilled but will not completely cometo
passuntil alater time. To understand Christ’s words we must look
at three fulfillments—two historic and one future—of prophecies
about the abomination of desolation.

When the Babylonian ruler Nebuchadnezzar invaded the kingdom

Trustees of the British Museum

of Judahin 606 B.C., hetook many of the most intelligent of the
Jewish youthsto Babylon to servein his court. Daniel, who wrote
the book that bears his name around 535 B.C., was taken to Baby-
lonwith thefirst of the Jewish captives and trained to servein
Nebuchadnezzar's governmen.

Danid tellsus Nebuchadnezzar wastroubled by adream of an
image, or statue, of aman. Theimage had ahead of gold, chest and
armsof silver, ssomach and thighs of bronze and lower legsand feet
of iron and clay. Through Daniel God revedled to the king that Baby-
lonwasto bethefirst inaseries of four greet empires (Daniel 2). His-
tory showsthese four kingdomsto be the Babylonian, Medo-Persian,
Greek and Roman empires. The head of gold represented Babylon,
the chest and armsthe Medo-PersiaEmpire, the somach and thighs
the Grecian and the lower legs and feet the Roman Empire.

With the knowledge of the four successive empiresinmind, let’'s
look at the prophecy in Danidl 8.

Daniel had avision of aramwith
power to stand againgt dl other
animas (verses 1-4). A goat

with a" notable horn” would

destroy theram (verses 5-7).

Thegoat's horn wasto grow

strong but would bresk off

and be replaced by four horns

(verse 8). Out of thefour horns
would come asmal horn that
would grow and invade the“ Glo-
riousLand,” establishing the“trans-
gression of desolation” (verses9-14).

Antiochus Epiphanes desecrated the temple and
halted sacrifices in 167 B.C. Antiochus’s actions
partially fulfilled Daniel’s prophecy.

How can we understand Daniel’s vision? Besides redlizing that
prophecies can have multiple fulfillments, we should realize that
the Bible often interpretsitself. We read alittle farther in Daniel 8
that God sent the angel Gabriel to revea to Daniel the meaning of
thisvision.
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The prophetic dream fulfilled

In Daniel 8 we learn that the ram repre-
sentsthe kingdom of Mediaand Persiaand
the goat the kingdom of Greece. The goat's
large hornisthefirst Grecian king, who was
to precede four morekings (verses 15-22).
Thisisaremarkable prophecy of events
many years after Daniel’s degth.

However, shortly after Daniel wrote his
book hisfellow refugees from Judah were
allowed to return to their homeland. There
they rebuilt Jerusalem and the temple and
renewed the temple sacrifices.

Daniel’svision then sweeps acrosstime
some 37- centuries into the future, to 167
B.C. At that time one of the Sleucid rulers,

The second fulfillment of the abomination of desolation ended with
the destruction of the temple at the hands of the Romans.

The Greeks, united under Alexander the
Great, overthrew the Persian Empirein 331
B.C. Alexander, after conquering much of
the known world from the eastern Mediter-
raneanto India, diedin hisearly 30sin 323
B.C. The Greek empire was thrown into
confusion and finally divided among four
of Alexander’s generals:

* Ptolemy, who ruled Egypt, part of Syria
and Judea.

* Sdleucus, who ruled the other part of
Syria, Babylon and the territory east to India.

* Lysimachus, who ruled AsaMinor.

* Cassander (Antipater), who ruled
Greece and Macedonia.

Historians record that the four kingdoms
rising out of Alexander’s empire eventually
coa esced into anorthern kingdom ruled by
the Seleucids and a southern kingdom ruled
by the Ptolemies.

According to Daniel’s vision, these four
kings were to be followed by a“small
horn.” Thishorn wasto take awvay the daily
sacrifices of the temple (verse 11). Of
coursg, at thetime of Daniel’s prophecy no
temple existed in Jerusalem and no sacri-
fices were being offered; the temple had
been destroyed in the Babylonian invasions
several decades before Daniel recorded

this prophecy.

10 The Good News

AntiochusV (Antiochus Epiphanes),
invaded Judah (Daniel 8:23-27).

The first partial fulfillment

The noncanonical but historical book
of 1 Maccabees describes the actions of
Antiochus Epiphanes.

“The king then issued a proclamation to
hiswhole kingdom that al were to become
asingle people, each nation renouncing its
particular customs. All the gentiles con-
formed to the king's decree, and many
Israelites chose to accept hisreligion, sacri-
ficing to idols and profaning the Sabbath.

“The king aso sent edicts by messenger
to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah, direct-
ing them to adopt customs foreign to the
country, banning burnt offerings, sacrifices
and libations from the sanctuary, profaning
Sabbaths and feasts, defiling the sanctuary
and everything holy, building atars, shrines
and templesfor idals, . . . so that they should
forget the Law and revoke al observance of
it. Anyone not obeying the king’s command
wasto be put to death” (1 Maccabees 1:41,
44-50, New Jerusalem Bible).

Punishment was swift and brutal. Women
who had had their sons circumcised were
killed and their babies hung around their

necks (verses 60-61). Anyone continuing
infaithful obedience to God was executed
(verses 62-64).

Not content merely to stop the sacrifices,
Antiochus desecrated thetemple. “. . . A
bearded image of the pagan deity [Jupiter
Olympusg] . . . [was] set up upon the Temple
dtar. The Jews popularly spoke of thisas
‘the abomination of desolation.’ Greek sol-
diersand their paramours performed licen-
tious heathen ritesin the very Temple
courts. Swine were sacrificed on the altar”
(Charles Preiffer, Between the Testaments,
1974, p. 81).

Daniel (in Daniel 8:14) hearsthat
these desecrationswill continuefor “two
thousand three hundred days’ or 2,300
“eveningsand mornings’ (New Interna-
tiona Veersion, New Revised Standard
Version, Revised English Bible and other
trandations). The temple service included
amorning and evening sacrifice. Twenty-
three hundred morning and evening sacri-

ficesamounted to 1,150 days. Antiochus

Epiphanes desecrated the temple and halted
sacrificesin 167 B.C. Judas Maccabeus
resumed the sacrificesin 164 after cleansing
and rededicating the temple. Many Jews
commemorate these events with the Feast
of Hanukkah.

Daniel 8isadetailed prophecy of thefirst
“abomination of desolation” affecting the
temple sacrificesfor 1,150 days. Antiochus's
actions partiadly fulfilled this prophecy.

Notice, however, that Daniel’s prophecy
of the abomination of desolation also has
afulfillment at “the appointed time of the
end” (verse 19, NRSV), “when transgres-
sors have reached their fullness’ and the
king of the*abomination” rises against the
“Prince of princes’ (verses 23-26). This
king isto fight against the Messiah, who
comesto establish God's Kingdom on
earth! According to Daniel 12:11, thisend
time “abomination” isto last 1,290 days—
not 1,150 days.

Second partial fulfillment

INA.D. 64 Jerusdlem and Judeawere
again in an uproar. The Roman emperor
Nero had begun daughtering Christiansin
and around Rome. Rumors of war became
redlity in 66 when Roman soldierskilled
thousands of peoplein Jerusalem. The
Jewsrevolted. Thelegion sent to quell the
rebellion was defeated.

Then, in 67, Vespasian invaded Judea
with aRoman army. The Romansfindly
captured and razed Jerusalem in 70, but the
Jerusalem church survived by fleeing the
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city beforeitsfal. How did these early
Christiansknow to leave Jerusdem?

Jesus had warned the inhabitants of
Jerusalem of afuture siege and destruction:
“For the dayswill come upon you when
your enemieswill build an embankment
around you, surround you and close youin
on every sSide, and level you, and your chil-
dren within you, to the ground; and they
will not leavein you one stone upon
another, because you did not know thetime
of your visitation” (Luke 19:43-44).

Luke'sverson of the Olivet prophecy sup-
pliesanother warning: “. . . When you see
Jerusdem surrounded by armies, then know
that itsdesolationisnear” (Luke 21.:20).

Parts of the Olivet prophecy wereto have
two fulfillments. Thefirst occurred in the
lifetime of many of Jesus contemporaries
who had rejected Him asMessiah. They
lived to see some aspects of Christ’s
prophecy cometo passwith the siege
and fdl of Jerusalem. Other partsof His
prophecy, however, have yet to befulfilled.
(See“Has Jesus Chrigt’s Olivet Prophecy
Been Fulfilled?” page 17.)

Just asthe partia fulfillment of the
abomination of desolation by Antiochus
Epiphanesinvolved capturing Jerusdem
and defiling the temple, so would the partial
fulfillment of Chrigt’s prophecy inthefirst
century involve Smilar events.

Thefirgt-century Jewish historian Jose-
phus describes the siege of Jerusalem asone
of the most bloody in history. Famine and
diseases wracked the weakened popul ace.

He aso describes fal se prophets who,
rather than commanding repentance, told
the people God would deliver them. Jose-
phus records strange events, including peo-
ple seeing visions of soldiersand chariots
inthe clouds. On the Feast of Pentecost the
temple shook and the priests“ heard the
sound as of agreat multitude, saying,

‘Let usremove hence' " (Wars of the Jews,
Book V1, Chapter V, Section 3).

In 70 Vespasian's supporters called him
back to Rome to become emperor. Titus
finished the fina Siege of Jerusalem, then
erected anidol on the devastated temple
atar. Josgphus claims 1.1 million Jews were
killed and 97,000 endaved in the war and
siege (Wars, VI, ix, 3).

What of the followers of Jesus? Did they
heed Hiswarning to flee Jerusalem? Church
historian Eusehius, writing in 324, records
thishit of tradition: “. . . The members of the
Jerusalem church, by means of an oracle
given by revelation to acceptable persons
there, were ordered to leave the City before

the war began and settlein atown in Perea
caled Pella. To Pellathose who believed
in Christ migrated from Jerusdem. . ”
(The History of the Church, 1965, p. 111).
The second fulfillment of the abomina
tion of desolation ended with the destruction
of the temple at the hands of the Romans.
The temple was destroyed and the priest-
hood and sacrifices abolished, usheringin
adtuation that continuesto thisday.
However, Christ’s Olivet prophecy is pri-
marily concerned with His second coming.
After al, Jesus Christ gave this prophecy
inresponseto thedisciples plea: “. .. What
will bethe sign of Your coming, and of the
end of theage?’ (Matthew 24:3). This
warning still soundsfor those who wait
for Chrigt’sreturn!

The future abomination of desolation

In Matthew 24:15 Jesus says the abomi-
nation of desolation will be“standing in the
holy place”

Paul tellsusamagjor religiousfigure will
arisea thetime of the end. Notice 2 Thessa
lonians 2:1-4:

“Now, brethren, concerning the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon
shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit
or by word or by letter, asif from us, as
though the day of Christ had come. Let no
one deceive you by any means; for that Day
[of Christ’sreturn] will not come unlessthe
falling away comesfirgt, and the man of
sinisreveded, the son of perdition, who
opposes and exats himsalf abovedl that is
called God or that isworshiped, so that he
sitsas God in the temple of God, showing
himsdlf that heis God.”

Christ will destroy this apostate |leader
at His second coming (verses 5-8), but not
before he has deceived many with “ power,
sgns, and lying wonders’ (verses 9-12).

This description fits prophecies of the
second beast in Revelation 13:11-14. Echo-
ing Paul’swarning, Revelation warns that
thisleader will perform “great signs, so that
he even makes fire come down from heaven
.. .And he deceives those who dwell on
theearth..”

Sincethefirst two fulfillments of the
abomination of desolation involved the ces-
sation of sacrifices, it appearsthat sacrifices
will again beinstituted before Christ's
return. Daniel 12:9-13 describes the abomi-
nation of desolation asoccurring at “the
time of the end.” Apparently once again sac-
rificeswill beinitiated at or near Jerusalem;
armies again will surround Jerusalem, and

the sacrifices will be cut off—thistime for
1,290 days.

In the footsteps of Antiochus

Aninfluential and powerful leader will
play apivota rolein end-time events. In
addition to performing great miracles, he
“exdtshimsdf abovedl that iscalled God
or that isworshiped, so that he sitsas God
inthe temple of God, showing himsdlf that
heisGod” (2 Thessalonians 2:4). His
deceptive powerswill be so great that most
peoplewill believe heis God'sdirect repre-
sentative if not adivine being himsalf.

God, however, callshim “the lawless
one’ (verse 3, NRSV). Herepresentsa
system that opposes God'slaw. Antiochus
Epiphanes, who engineered the origina
abomination of desolation, may well bethe
forerunner of thisend-time*man of sn.”

Antiochus Epiphanestried to stamp out
worship of God and ruthlessy persecuted
all who remained obedient to Him. Many
propheciestell ushistory will repeat itself.
Many of God'sfaithful followerswill again
be persecuted and murdered at the time of
the end (John 15:18-20; 16:2; Revelation
6:9-11; 17:6; 20:4).

Revelation 13 describes an end-time reli-
gious |eader who will “cause asmany as
would not worship theimage of the beast
tobekilled” (verse 15). Government and
religious powerswill be brought to bear on
those who see through this deception and
arefathful to God. Chrigt’send-time warn-
ing to Christians—"they will deliver you up
to tribulation and kill you, and you will be
hated by dl nationsfor My name's sake”
(Matthew 24:8-9)—will befulfilled.

A warning for today

Jesus encouraged Hisfollowersto “watch
therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lordiscoming” (Matthew 24:42).
Understanding the first two fulfillments of
the abomination of desolation, we can stay
adert for coming prophesied events:

» Movesto reintroduce daily sacrifices
inlsradl.

* Therise of the*man of lawlessness” a
religiousfigurewho clamsto spesk for God.

* Geopolitica eventsthat will lead to
armies amassing around Israel and
Jerusalem.

God will send His Son to earth to save
mankind from self-destruction. But before
Christ’sreturn the world will suffer a“great
tribulation” like no other timein history.
Christians, however, aren't |eft without
information about end-time events. Gn
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The growing danger of China and Russia

American network television anchor-
man- . Dan.. ~ Rather soberly
reminded newspaper readers
recently that . ”the world
remains a tough, danger-
ous neighborhood”. and
that big trouble may be
brewing for the West
in China and Russia. He
concluded his article in
The Houston Chronicle
with a comment the
two nations bear close
watching, -especially in
the near future.

This year the news out of
Beijing has not been good for
the West. For instance, President

Jiang Zenin asserts that socialism will
defeat capitalism and: China: will continue its path under

Marxism. The Chinese government frequently makes threat-
ening noises against Taiwan, which the Western press used to
refer to as Nationalist China. Beijing thinks in terms of “one
China” and has sold Western countries on this concept. Even
so, the West does not want:Chinese unity with Taiwan if it
involves military force from the mainland.

The disturbing news that China has the technology to
build a neutron bomb greatly concerns Western nations. This
type of nuclear weapon is designed to kill many people with
deadly radiation while‘leaving inanimate objects—buildings,
bridges, roads, etc.—intact. Beijing is supposedly making
“final preparations to test-fire a new mobile intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile that the CIA believes will incorporate
stolen U.S. missile and warhead secrets.” And we thought the
Cold War was over.

The Russian danger is similar. Consider a recent report
from The Times (London): ” American:officials believe that
Russia may have stolen some of the nation’s most sensitive
military secrets, including weapons guidance systems and
naval intelligence codes, in a:concerted espionage offensive

“American officials believe that Russia may

have stolen some of the nation’s most sensi-
tive military secrets, including weapons quiq-

ance systems and naval intelligence codes.”

that investigators have called operation Moonlight Maze.”
Spying in:cyberspace apparently is the means. American
experts talk of a “digital Pearl Harbor.” Hackers have
entered U.S. systems from an overseas site. A White House
official said, “It is impossible to overstate the seriousness of
this problem. The president is very concerned about it."”
Another cause for Western concern is the political, social

verview

Unig asy

and economic sickness plaguing the Russian state. Cabinet
members are changed and exchanged like a pair of gloves.
Public health:is in crisis, and the national economy is in tat-
ters. The West fears severe'economic pressures will tempt
some to sell nuclear technology to unsavory nations and ter-
rorist groups. Russia looks like fertile ground for more
intrigue or worse.

Mr. Rather pointed out that both China and Russia- “may
not be headed for a new alliance against the West," but “vig-
ilance in the West is needed more than ever, along with a
willingness to consider the unthinkable.” (Sources: The Hous-
ton Chronicle; The Washington Times; The Los Angeles Times;
The Times [London], The Express [London].)

TV negatively portrays fathers

Father Knows Best was a popular' American television
series several decades ago. But on television Father doesn’t
know best anymore. Fathers are often depicted as bumbling
and incompetent; if depicted at all, according to a study from
the National Fatherhood Initiative, a nonprofit organization
that monitors media depictions of family.situations.

The group examined 102 prime-time shows on five Amer-
ican networks and found that 15 feature as regular charac-
ters fathers of teen and preteen children. Of those 15, only
four shows received a positive rating from the group, and
two of those four shows were slated to be canceled.

Such biased depictions of fathers, and the absence of
fathers from so many shows, are cause for concern because
”a substantial number of young men are now growing
up clueless about what their primary role in the future fam-
ily will be: that of a father,” said Don Eberly, the organiza-
tion’s «chairman. “At a ‘time ‘when children badly need
fathers, the networks portray them as missing, confused,
aloof or completely uninformed.”

Film critic Michael Medved described the entertainment
industry’s battle for your mind in his 1992 book Hollywood vs.
America: Popular Culture and the Waron Traditional Values.
“Hollywood no longer reflects—or even respects—the values
of most American families,” he wrote. “On many of the
important issues in contemporary life, popular entertain-
ment seems to go out of its way to challenge conventional
notions of decency.”

He added that the power of the entertainment industry
“to.influence our actions flows from its ability to. redefine
what constitutes normal behavior in this society.”

Entertainers have “assumed a dominant role in establishing
social conventions. The fantasy figures who entertain us on our
TV and movie screens, or who croon to us constantly from our
radios and CD players, take the lead in determining what is
considered hip, and what will be viewed as hopelessly weird.”

True at the time he wrote those words, they are even
more true—and prophetic—seven years later. Some 2,000
years ago another writer—and prophet—cautioned us to
think wholesome thoughts (Philippians 4:8). He warned
we are engaged in a battle “not against enemies of blood
and flesh, but against . . . the cosmic powers of this present
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darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil” that try to
influence our thinking and ultimately control our behavior.
(Sources: USA Today, Philippians 4:8; Ephesians 6:12, New
Revised Standard Version.)

It may not be immortality, but it isnt bad

If you want to live longer, go to church, synagogue or
other religious services regularly. That's the conclusion of a
report in a.recent issue of Demography magazine.

People who attend such services once a week live an
average of seven years longer than those who never go,

Regular churchgoers “have meaning in
their lives, a better sense of control, can
relate better to other people—which
all have potential health benefits."”

researchers found. For 20-year-olds, those who never go to
church services will die at an average age of 75, while those
who attend regularly will live to an average age of 82. Blacks
who attend services weekly live an average of 14 years longer
than those who never go.

This research undergirds an ‘increasing consensus that
belief in the Scriptures and:church attendance can be key
indicators of better physical and emotional health as well as
longer life.

Why the difference in longevity? Part can be explained by
the fact that many churchgoers avoid unhealthy behaviors
such as drunkenness, smoking, taking illegal drugs and
engaging in sex with multiple partners.

But distinct differences remain even allowing for people
with similar behavior and.incomes. Researchers credit the
personal relationships and sense of belonging people gain
from attending religious services regularly. “People who
attend church have friends to count on, a sense of their
importance in the scheme of things," explained University
of Colorado sociology professor Rick Rogers, one of the
study’s researchers.

Regular churchgoers “have meaning in their lives, a better
sense of control, can relate better to other people—which all
have potential health benefits,” added Bernard Spilka, pro-
fessor emeritus of psychology at the University of Denver.

The Bible itself says: "Honor your father and mother,
which is the first commandment with promise: that it may be
well with you and you may live long on the earth.” Leviticus
26 and Deuteronomy 28 talk of the many blessings for living
a life of obedience to God. Many of King Solomon’s proverbs
tell of the health and contentment that spring out of fol-
lowing God's way. Old and New Testaments alike speak of
the importance of regular worship with others (Leviticus
23:1-3; Hebrews 10:24-25).

If you would like more information about the biblical
way of life, please request our free booklets The Ten Com-
mandments and The Church Jesus Built. (Sources: Ephesians

the World

6:2-3, Demography, The Rocky Mountain News, The Wash-
ington Times.)

Anglo-American marriage trends

According to the latest issue of British- Population Trends,
married couples will constitute a minority of the population
before 2010. In the other direction, the rate of growth in
cohabitation and illegitimate children is enormous.

Most Western governments have knowingly or unknow-
ingly-.undermined the divine institution of marriage. Over the
last 50 years their laws and policies have weakened nuptial
bonds. While paying lip service to marriage, their philosophy
has conceived the legal loopholes that have made divorce far
easier-and tax policies that penalize married couples.

Consider the words of Jack Straw, Britain’s home secre-
tary: "While marriages should be supported and strength-
ened, there are other kinds of families, including single-
parent families, that do equally well for children.” Do they?
Juvenile-crime statistics show otherwise.

Wrote journalist Cheryl Wetzstein of The Washington
Times: “Marriage in America has gone from better to worse,
with fewer couples marrying and fewer still saying their lives
together are wedded bliss,-according to a report released on
July 1., . As marriage has faltered, rates of divorce, cohabi-
tation and bearing children out of wedlock have soared to
record levels.” (Sources: Financial Times; Daily Mail [London];
The Washington Times.)

Why bad news in The Good News?

Speaking of the state of the world just before His return,
Jesus Christ said our planet will experience “a time of great
distress; there has never been such a time from the beginning
of the world until now, and will never be again” (Matthew
24:21, New English Bible).

The United Church of God, whose members and support-
ers provide the financial backing for The Good News and
other publications, proclaims the good news of the immi-
nent return of Jesus Christ. This section of the magazine

The world is filled with bad news. Yet the

future holds incredible promise: Jesus Christ’s

return to establish the Kingdom of God.

reports on some of the consequences of human behavior
leading to the very conditions Jesus described: a. dangerous
world of chaos, confusion and apprehension:in which man
faces the terrifying possibility of extinction (verse 22).

The world is filled with bad news. Yet the future holds
incredible promise: Jesus Christ’s return to establish the King-
dom of God (Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 11:15), ushering in a
time of peace, prosperity and plenty during which all people
will at last learn to live God's way of life. This truly is good
news on which you can stake your future.

—John Ross Schroeder and Scott Ashley
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America’s Moral Downturn:

What Lies Ahead?

Does morality matter?! What are the long-term
consequences when a nation’s moral foundation crumbles?

sthe United States gears up for
another presidential election,
Americansturn their attention to
the examination of peopleand
valuesthat are part of the
process. Each candidate strivesto capturea
majority of the electorate’ s attention through
his assessment of the state of the union and
thoughts about how to improve the country.

Higtory teaches usthat the political process
issureto generate alot of idess—many of
themin direct conflict with each other.

What isthe significance of current think-
ing and trendsin the United Statesand
among itsleaders? Asthe |leader of the West-
ernworld, what happensin the United States
afectstherest of theworld aswell. Itsthink-
ing, trendsand cultureinvariably filter out to
other countries.

Whereisthe United States headed, and
how can we measureits progress?

Though most people judge netions by their
finances (gross nationa product, imports,
exports, taxes, cost-of-living indexes, infla-
tion, interest rates) and sociology (human
rights, persond freedoms, democratic struc-
ture, respect for minorities), the Biblereveds
abroader and more accurate indicator of the
condition of anation and its people.

Some 3,500 years ago, while working
with ancient Israel, God revealed animpor-
tant principlethat identifiesworthy interna:
tiona leadership. Tothe Israglites, whom
the Bible describes as examplesfor us
(1 Corinthians 10:1-11), God said: “Now it
shall cometo pass, if you diligently obey the
voice of the Lorb your God, to observe care-
fully dl His commandmentswhich | com-
mand you today, thet the Lorp your God
will st you high abovedl nations of the
earth . .. And the Lorp will make you the
head and not the tail; you shall be above
only, and not be benesath, if you heed the
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by David Treybig

commandments of the Lorp your God,
which | command you today, and are careful
to observe them” (Deuteronomy 28:1, 13).

Asanation whose motto, “In God We
Trudt,” adornsits currency, Americans have
at least symboalically invoked God's bless-
ings. So shouldn’t they consider the advice
and warnings He gave ancient |srael as
applicableto them aswell?

What is morality?

The decisionto do or disregard what God
saysisamora issue. Although some may
think of moraity assimply an indicator of
sexua values, morality isactualy amuch
broader concept, encompassing all behavior.
“Mora conduct” means one adheresand
conformsto standards of right and wrong.
Synonymsinclude ethics and righteousness.

But most people have rgjected God's
commandments asthe eternal standardsfor
human behavior. Some of the people most
vilified in the mass news and entertainment
mediaarethose accused of “imposing their
mordity” (actualy, biblical moral standards)
oneveryoneelse.

In deciding for themselveswhat isright
and wrong, the vast mgjority of peoplefollow
the path of self-determination introduced to
humanity by Adam and Eve (Genesis 3).
Biblica mordity, however, isbased on God's
standards, not the ever-shifting vagaries of
human experience and reason. Godly mord-
ity identifies righteous people. The greater
themordlity of itscitizens, the greater the
morality and stature of anation.

Jesus Christ spoke of two great com-
mandments: Love God, and love our
neighbor (Matthew 22:37-39). When we
consider the Ten Commandments (Exodus
20, Deuteronomy 5), we readily seethat the
first four of the 10 embody thefirst great
commandment: to love God. Thelast six

teach us how to love our fellowman.

Judged by these two grest commands,
how doesthe mordlity of the United States
messure up?

America has been described as an unusud
nation in that it has one of the highest levels
of forma educationintheworld aswell as
oneof the highest levels of religiousfaith.
Thisview mirrorsthe observation by
Frenchman Alexis de Tocqueville, who,
upon visting the United Statesin the mid-
1800s, observed that the strength of America
could befound inits churches. But what
about today? Could the United States be
considered amoral nation?

Snapshot of American morality

Much like the cacophony of idessina
presidential race, modern American mordity
isabewildering array of conflicting values
and trends.

Pollstdl usmogt U.S. citizensbelievein
and pray to God, but the same pollstell us
church atendanceisdeclining. Many believe
they can have arelationship with God on their
terms. That is, they can attend achurchiif they
want ,but they don't fed compelled to do so.

Inasmilar vein, many fed they can select
their own religious customs and forms of
worship. Thisrapidly growing phenomenon
has been described as* cafeteria Chrigtianity”
or, asone observer put it, “the Religion of the
Sovereign Sdf” (World, July 17, 1993).

Thisself-oriented view of Chrigtianity sees
Jesusasaliberator of sandardsand rules.
Some go so far asto portray Him asfresing
mankind from aneed to respect or adhereto
the Ten Commandments. In the United Sates
many hold theview that Jesusisthereto for-
give everything, sothey arenot dl that con-
cerned with commandment-keeping. They
no longer feel obligated to put into practice
theway of life God laysout inthe Bible.




Thisincongruent idea—belief that
one can love God while rejecting His
commands—is prevaent in many naions
beyond the borders of the United States.
Thetrend isvividly illustrated in arecent
report on |sraeli Jews.

“Congdering religious observancesto
be part of their national identity, 90 percent
of Isradli Jewstake part in the traditiona
Passover medl. Some 66 percent of |sragli
Jews regard the Ten Commandments as
valid, but 75 percent don't think God will
punish those who break them. Thoughit
seems contradictory to a\Western mind-st,
many |sraglis are quite serious about main-
taining the continuity of their Jewish her-
itage even though they have no intention
of obeyingitsrules persondly” (Religion
Watch, January 1997, p. 8).

In many nationsreligionisform without
substance (see 2 Timothy 3:5).

Yet, even with the potpourri of ideas
within Chrigtianity and Judaism, many rec-
ognize agrowing hunger, especialy among
baby-boomers now in their 40s and 50s, to
go back to their roots. Will such motivation
lead to areturn to higher morality? Only
timewill tell.

Let'sconsider afew more areas by which
we can gauge the nation’smoral standards
and practices.

The changing crime rate

Perhaps no subject has been so universaly
accepted in the United States asthe “ get
tough on crime” movement. Politicians duel
intelevision ads over which candidate or
politica party istougher on crime. In recent
yearsthe death penalty has been reinstated
inmany states, and the prison populationis
at arecord level, astaggering 1.2 million.
Theresult isthat the number of violent
crimes has been declining.

The question we should ask iswhether
thisdrop is because of increasing mora and
legal behavior or smply because more habit-
ual felonsare now behind barsthanksto
tougher sentencing laws and an enormoudy
expensive prison-building binge.

Demographic factors—smaller numbers
of young people of the age range most
prone to commit crimes (late teens and early
20s) and baby-boomerswho arefindly
growing up and acting responsibly—have
aso dramaticaly affected crime rates.

The family-values debate
Virtualy dl politicians describe themsdves

aspro-family. After dl, apro-family senti-
ment makes agreet televison sound bite.
Nowadaysfamily isused in so many ways
most peopleareno longer surewhat a
candidate meanswhen he usestheterm.

Since some usefamily to describe any
kind of living arrangement, thetermis
amost devoid of meaning unlessone explic-
itly defineswhat he means by it. Since defin-
ingwhat afamily iscan be acontroversia
issuethat can anger voterswho don't hold
traditiona views, some running for officeare
deliberately vague. Conservative candidates,
noting trendsthat reflect agrowing desire
for traditiona families, aremorelikely to
addressthisissue.

Even though asmall segment of society
is pushing to redefine families, othersare
gtaunchly defending traditional values. A
new Gallup Youth Survey “ shows that the

appearsto bereversng. “Although about
25 percent of dl pregnanciesin the United
States end in abortion, the 1990s have seen
adramatic drop in the practice. According
to the Alan Guttmacher Ingtitute, whichis
closdly aigned with Planned Parenthood,
the number of abortions per 1,000 women
aged 15-44isat itslowestin 20 years’
(Current Thoughts and Trends, March 1999,
p. 13, report of Pastor’s Weekly Briefing,
Jan. 8,1999, p. 1).

National attitudes aso echo the statistical
declinein abortions. “Another sign of dip-
page in support for abortion showsup in
UCLA'sannud nationa survey of the atti-
tudes of college freshmen. Support for lega
abortion dropped for the sixth straight year.
In 1990 it was 64.9 percent. Now it isabare
majority, 50.9 percent” (U.S News &
World Report, “The Joy of Sexual Values,

Though most people judge nations by their finances and
sociology, the Bible reveals a broader and more accurate indicator
of the condition of a nation and its people.

magjority of American teensdtill liveina
nuclear household: adad, amom, sihlings,
and apet or two. Most Americanswould like
thismodel to continue to be regarded asthe
ideal” Further, “there are strong signsthat
Americansare girding up to correct the
problem of father absence and inattention.
Thereisnow broad support for astrong
father rolein thefamily” (Current Thoughts
and Trends, March 1999, review of “ Report
on the Status Of Fatherhood in the United
States” George Galup Jr., Emerging Trends,
September 1998, Val. 20, No. 7, pp. 3-5).
Along smilar lines, family and consumer
sciences—home economics—aremaking a
comeback a ingtitutions of higher learning.
To explainthis phenomenon, education pro-
fessor Wanda Fox observed: “For awhile,
society placed lessvaue on family lifeand
became very career- and business-oriented.
Now we'reredizing that we need both.
These classesfocus on decision-making
skills, career planning, consumer economics,
baancing work and family” (Psychology
Today, January-February 1999, p. 13).

The abortion debate

Oneof the best indicators of our society’s
immora emphasis on persona pleasure over
respect for lifeand biblical ingtruction has
been the increasing number of abortions
performed each year. Now even thistrend

John Leo, March 1, 1999, p. 13).

Mr. Leo identifiesfactorsinfluencing this
trend. They include the gruesome details
that cameto light in recent debates over
partid-birth abortions, more-conservative
attitudes toward premarital sex, the
unwanted penalties of the sexual revolution
and agrowing respect for religion. Now
“only 37 percent of Americansthink
premarital sex isacceptable’ (ibid.).

National leadership lacking

In contrast to other positive trends, the
mordlity of far too many American leaders
isshameful. Theancient prophet Isaiah’s
lament, “O My people! Thosewho lead you
cause you to err, and destroy theway of your
paths’ (Isaiah 3:12), istrue again. Although
the media have bombarded uswith the
details of the president’s extramaritd affairs
and lying under oath to obstruct a sexua-
harassment lawsuit, few understand the
implications behind our nation’swillingness
to overlook theseimmoral actions.

Although impeached by the House of
Representatives, the Senate bowed to polls
showing the American public wanted law-
makersto look the other way. The presi-
dent’s defenders rationalized that, athough
the president acted irresponsibly, hisactions
were not impeachable. The White House put
itsspin on the events by telling the public it
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should focus on the nation’s economic pros-
perity and overlook the president’s persond
behavior, which was gtrictly aprivate matter
that didn't affect hisjob performance.

Thisreasoning gpparently swayed the
majority of citizens. They don't seemto red-
izethat history records|eaderswho, though
immora, brought temporary economic pros-
perity to their peoples. Bible prophecy tells
uspeoplewill fall for this same reasoning—
prosperity at the expense of mordity—
emanating from an end-time economic sys-
tem called Babylon the Grest (Revelation 18).

Of the effects of the presidentia-mordity
debacle, psychologist and family adviser
James Dobson notes our people collectively
have compromised on an issue of mgjor
mord significance. “ Change occursin a
crigs” heexplained. “. . . When you go
through avery emotiona and difficult time,
you comeout of it different than you came
in. | think the turmoail that has engulfed our
nation in the past 12 months has had a pro-
found effect on American culture” (JamesP.
Lucier, “Dobson on Culturd Crisis” Insight,
Feb. 8,1999, p. 45).

Although many Americans appear to
grow more conservativein their persona
morality, they apparently have become more
tolerant and accepting of immora behavior
in others. Why this conundrum? Perhapsit
isbecause those who practiceimmorality
constantly defend themselves by attacking
otherswho disagree with their immoral
lives. Consequently those who publicly
advocate biblical valuesareridiculed
and |abeled as hypocrites and backward,
self-righteous bigots.

The message permegting our nation isthat
we must not judge the behavior of others,
that we must remain silent in the presence
of immora behavior. Yet societies ultimately
pay aheavy pricefor such passive accep-
tance of evil. When wefail to confront evil,
it inevitably overcomesus. Thereisacause
for every effect. Asthe proverb says, “the
curse does not come without a cause’
(Proverbs 26:2, Biblein Basic Engllish).

At the crossroads

What isin storefor the United States and
other nationswith the same mora quandary?

Many comparisons can be made between
the United States and the ancient kingdom of
Israel. The culture of both sprang from prin-
ciplesreveded in God'sWord. But, asthe
years passed, both became lessand less
devoted to those principles, priding them-
selvesintheir tolerance of theided s of oth-
ersingtead of theideals of God. Therefore
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God'sresponse to the decline of mordity
inancient Israel can beindructivefor us.

Just asin days of the prophet Isaiah, many
do not see the significance of our declining
mordity (Isaiah 44:18). Othersrecognize the
disturbing signsthat the nation isin a precar-
ious position, facing difficult and profoundly
significant choices.

Some among them believe the nation is
positioned for agreat religious reawaken-
ing. Such an event is possible. God does
hear when people repent (Jeremiah 18:8;
26:13), and history recordstimes of signifi-
cant reversals of socia decline, evenin
ancient Isragl. But the reversals are usually
only brief interludesin the progressively
downward spiral of collective mordlity.

ItisGod's response to apeople'srejection
of His standards of morality that should con-
cernusmogt. “ Therefore, to him who knows
to do good and doesnot doit, to himitis
sn” (James4:17). God holdsindividuas
and nations accountable for what they know.
They areresponsible for the knowledge He
givesthem.

Inthe United States ahigher percentage of
peopleclaimto believeinthe Bibleas God's
Word than isthe casein any other mgjor
nation. Yet few practice what they clamto
believe. Many voices from many sources
point out awoeful disregard for God's
ingtruction. Yet political leadersfrequently
assureAmericansthey area*good” and
“righteous’ people. Most Americans seem to
loveto hear such praise, evenif itisnot fully
deserved. God's standard for “good” is obe-
dienceto Hislaws. Few peopleliveupto
that standard.

God's response to immorality

Notice what God saysHe will doto
people who refuse to practice what He
teaches them.

“But it shal cometo pass, if you do not
obey the voice of the Lorp your God, to
observe carefully al His commandments
and His statuteswhich | command you
today, that all these curseswill come upon
you and overtake you: cursed shal you bein
the city, and cursed shdl you bein the coun-
try. Cursed shal be your basket and your
kneading bowl. Cursed shdl be thefruit of
your body and the produce of your land, the
increase of your cattle and the offspring of
your flocks.

“Cursed shal you be when you comein,
and cursed shal you be when you go out.
The Lorp will send on you cursing, confu-
sion, and rebukein dl that you set your hand
to do, until you are destroyed and until you

perish quickly, because of the wickedness
of your doingsinwhich you have forsaken
Me" (Deuteronomy 28:15-20).

We are experiencing, in season after sea
son and year after year, one mgjor weather
catastrophe after another. Thisishow God
first began to punish ancient |srael. But
severa decades of increasing local disasters
did not bring about any lasting repentance.
Finaly God began to alow their enemies
towhittle away their military and economic
power. He gradually reduced them from the
region’'smogt prosperous nation to avassa
state of the ancient Assyrian Empire. But
they till didn't learn their lesson. Finally
God alowed the Assyriansto conquer Israel
and taketheminto exile.

Could such apunishment come upon a
nation as great and powerful asthe United
States?\We must remember that God shows
no partidity in Hisresponseto people
(Deuteronomy 10:17; Romans 2:11). Even
though God is patient with individualsand
nations, wanting them to recognize their sins
and repent (2 Peter 3:9), He eventudly cals
usinto account for our actions.

God blessesthose who love Him and keep
His commandments (Exodus 20:6). But He
aso punishesthose who don't (verse 5).
The path we arefollowing isthe same path
ancient |srael followed to its destruction.
Thosewho think God will ignoreAmerica's
mora decline are kidding themselves. If the
nation collectively does not change direc-
tion, we may soon see the day that God will
respond to America’smora declinein much
the sameway Hedid to ancient Isradl’s.

The Hebrew prophet Zephaniah offers
awarning al people would do well to heed:
“Seek the Lorp, al you meek of the earth,
who have upheld Hisjustice. Seek right-
eousness, seek humility. It may bethat you
will behidden inthe day of theLorp’s
anger” (Zephaniah 2:3). Gn

RecoMMENDED READING

Thereisafundamenta guideto
conduct that definesright
thought and character. If
you'd like to understand
and live by God'sguide
to human behavior,
request your free copy
of The Ten Command-
ments. It'sfreefor the
asking a the address
inyour country (or the country
nearest you) listed on page 2.
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Has ]es Christ’s Olivet
Prophecy Been Fulfilled?

Jesus Christ gave a detailed prophecy of the future of Judea and Jerusalem
in Matthew 24. What does history tell us about this prophecy’s fulfillment?

by Bruce Gore

ith only a few short months remaining until the
dawn of a new millennium on Jan. 1, 2001, talk
about the end of the world is on the increase. This
type of speculation is often voiced as one century ends and
another begins, but interest is even more heightened with
the approach of the dawn of a new millennium.

Talk about the end of theworld aswe
know it isnothing new. In Jesus Chrigt's
time Hisdisciplesweredso interested in
theend of their age, and they asked Him
about it asthey stood with Him outside the
templein Jerusalem.

In the Jerusdem of Christ’sday, thetem-
ple was the dominant edifice, rising above
thecity to greet travelersarriving at one of
the crossroads of the ancient world.

Severd decades earlier Herod the Gresat
had drawn up agrand plan to rebuild the
temple and surrounding buildings. He
even had 1,000 prieststrained as builders
s0 hewould not be accused of having the
temple built by “unclean hands.” The con-
struction commenced in 19 B.C. and was
not completed until A.D. 63, well after
Herod's degth.

Jesus Christ’s disciples were stunned
when He told them that the massive
temple built by King Herod would be
destroyed. This modern-day model,
based on first-century descriptions
and archaeological finds, gives us an
idea of how the temple and its sur-
rounding courts, walls, colonnades,
platform and protective fortress
appeared at the time. Seven years
after its completion, the magnificent
complex was razed by the Roman
army in the battle over Jerusalem.
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Jesus tells the future

Carefully crafted of marbleand lime-
stone blocks weighing as much as 20 to 30
tonseach, thetemple and itsvast platform
wereimposing. The discipleswere under-
standably shocked when Jesus pointed to
the magnificent temple complex and said:
“Doyou not seell these things? Assuredly,
| say to you, not one stone shall beleft here
upon another, that shall not bethrown
down” (Matthew 24:2).

Disturbed by these comments, severa of

the disciples asked Chrigt: “Tell us, when
will these things be? And what will bethe
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the
age?’ (verse3).

In Matthew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21,
Chrig’s prophecy of what would come on
Jerusalemisrecorded for us. Much of what
Chrigt told His discipleswould happen
indeed occurred within the next 40 years.

Whét did Christ prophesy would hap-
pen?Which of Hiswords cameto passin
subsequent decades, and which are yet to
befulfilled? Do Hiswords shed light on
eventsyet to come before Hisreturn?

False prophets and teachers

Jesus began His explanation of events
to come by cautioning, “ Take heed that no
onedecelvesyou” (Matthew 24:4). This
firgt, warning statement did not addressthe
disciples question directly.

“For many will comein My name,
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saying, ‘| anthe Chrigt,” He continued,
“and will deceivemany” (verseb). This
would not be an isolated or rare occurrence,
Hewarned. Many would come, using His
name and claiming to represent Him, and
these fa se teacherswould “ deceive many.”

Hereand later in the prophecy Hewas
warning of the coming of false prophets—
falsereligiousteachers. “ Then many false
prophetswill rise up and decelve many”
(verse 11). The New Testament mentions
some of the many fa se teachers and lead-
erswho atempted to take advantage of
the unrest of the time and the hopes of
people living under the domination of the
Roman Empire.

Acts5:36-37 records two such men:
Theudas, leader of agroup of 400, who
“wasdain, and al who obeyed him were
scattered and cameto nothing,” and Judas of
Gdlileg, who “ drew away many people after

ST

s

dicted a series of great calamities to come on Jerusalem
and its inhabitants in what has come to be known as the
Olivet Prophecy. Even today the massive temple platform,

robbers and impostors, who deluded the
multitude” (Antiquities of the Jews, Book
XX, Chapter VIII, Section 5, emphasis
added throughout).

Jesus Christ also warned that “false
christsand fal se prophetswill riseand
show great signs and wondersto deceive,
if possible, eventheelect” (Matthew
24:24). These deceiversare different from
those who preach Christ but add their own
interpretations of Histeachings. Indeed,
some of theimpostors would falsely claim
to be the prophesied Messiah Himsglf.
Some historians say that no fewer than 60
pretenders claimed thetitle of Messighiin
thefirst century.

Wars and rumors of wars

Chrigt continued with descriptions of
other trendsthat would follow. “And you
will hear of warsand rumors of wars. See

spread over much of thearea. Soon Jewish
factionswerefighting each other for control
of therebellion.

Not only waswar waged in Judea, but
unrest struck other parts of the world. Jose-
phus describes the situation: “But now sedi-
tion and civil war prevailed, not only over
Judea, but in Italy also; for now Galba[one
of severd menwho laid clamto thethrone
in Rome when Nero committed suicide]
wasdaininthemidst of the Roman market-
place; then was Otho made emperor, and
fought againgt Vitdlius, who set up for
emperor aso; for thelegionsin Germany
had chosen him; but when he gave battleto
Vaensand Cecinna, who wereVitdlius's
generds, a Betriacum, in Gaul, Otho
gained the advantage on thefirst day, but on
the second day Vitdllius s soldiers had the
victory; and after much daughter, Otho dew
himsdf ...” (Warsof the Jews, 1V, ix, 9).
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right, built by Herod the Great dominates the view of
Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. The disasters that
befell Judea help us better comprehend Christ’s warning
of similar events to come to pass before His return.

him” but whose movement collapsed after
hisdegth.

L ater, Acts 8 records Simon Magus, a
sorcerer with apopular following, attempt-
ing to buy the power of God's Spirit from
the apostles. Peter soundly rebuked him for
hissdlf-serving attitude.

The apostie Paul, in epistiesto the
Corinthians, Thessaloniansand Galtians,
spoke of many other falseteachers. Near the
end of thefirst century, Johnin hisletters
wrote of the spirit of “Antichrist” thet was
dready at work in histime.

Thisconfusion seemed to reach apesk in
the Jewish nation beginning in the early 60s.
Josephus, afirgt-century Jewish historian,
eaborates: “Now, asfor the afars of the
Jews, they grew worse and worse continu-
aly; for the country was again filled with
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that you are not troubled; for dl thesethings
must cometo pass, but theend isnot yet”
(verse6).

Many of the eventsand trends Jesus
prophesied culminated in the mid-60s. Soon
after the death of the Judean king Herod
Agrippain 44, unease increased as one cor-
rupt Roman procurator after another ruled
theregion. These administrators, agents of
the emperor, exercised little respect for the
Jews religious practices.

Thefind sraw wasthe requisitioning of
aheavy tribute of gold from thetempletrea-
sury. When the people protested this dese-
cration of their temple, practicesand beliefs,
Florus, procurator of Judea, turned his
troops|oose on the populace of Jerusalem.
Asmany as 3,600 werekilled in ablood-
bath, and the rebellion of the enraged Jews

As Chrigt had prophesied, conflict shook
not only Judeabut much of the mighty
Roman Empire. He had a so cauttioned, “All
these things must cometo pass, but the end
isnot yet” (verse6).

Famine, disease and earthquakes

War isamost aways accompanied
by food shortages and diseases. Planting,
harvesting and normal commerce areinter-
rupted. Cities are often besieged and able
to survive only on thefood they have
stored within their walls. Jesus spoke of
the breakdown that resultsfrom warfare
and socia upheavdl.

“For nation will riseagaingt nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And therewill
befamines, pestilences, and earthquakesin
various places. All these are the beginning
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of sorrows’ (Matthew 24:7-8; emphasis
added throughout).

The Roman army systematically isolated
Jerusalem from therest of the country, sub-
duing one by onethe surrounding towns
and cities. When Titus, the Roman generd,
began the Sege, he built an earthen wall five
milesin circumference around Jerusdem to
prevent escape and stop the nightly smug-
gling of food into the city. Asfood supplies
were exhausted, the weakest began to starve.

Much of Jerusalem’s suffering came
when the city’sinhabitantsturned againgt
each other, aconsequence of their night-
marish circumstances. These attitudes, too,
were prophesied: “And then many will be
offended, will betray one another, and will
hate one another . . . And because lawless-
nesswill abound, thelove of many will
grow cold” (Matthew 24:10, 12).

Josephus a so reported that, through their

Victorious Roman soldiers hoist plun-
der from the temple, including the
seven-lamp menorah. This reproduc-
tion of a frieze from the Arch of Titus,
built in Rome to commemorate the
Roman conquest, appears in Jeru-
salem’s Tower of David Museum.

infighting, the factions destroyed their stores
of grain and other provisionsthat could have
been sufficient to feed them for years. Once
these storeswere gone, famine began its
deadly march through the city. Some histo-
riansthink more Jews died in Jerusalem by
the hand of their own people than by the
Roman soldiers.

Abomination of desolation
Jesus spoke of another ominous devel-

opment. “ Therefore when you see the
‘abomination of desolation,” spoken of by
Danidl the prophet, standing in the holy
place” (whoever reads, let him under-
stand), “then et those who arein Judeaflee
tothemountains’ (Matthew 24:15-16).

About three and ahalf centuries after
Danid’sprophecy (Daniel 11:31; 12:11),
in 168 B.C., Antiochus Epiphanes army
entered Jerusdem, daughtered many of its
inhabitants and sacrificed pigson the altar
of thetemple.

But what could be the abomination of
desolation inthelate 60s? According to
Josephus, the Romans, “upon the burning of
theholy houseitself, and of dll the buildings
lying round about it, brought their ensignsto
thetemple, and set them over againdt itseest-
erngate; and there did they offer sacrificesto
them...” (Wars, VI, vi, 1). Soonceagainan
abominable sacrificewas offered et the Site
of thetemple, which did in fact lie desolate
at thehand of these Roman soldiers.

L uke adds that another important event
leading to the desolation would be Jeru-
sdem’sencirclement by armies. “ But when

1 you see Jerusdem surrounded by armies,

then know that its desolationisnear. Then
let thosewho arein Judeaflee to the moun-

| tains let thosewho arein themidst of her

depart, and let not thosewho arein the
country enter her. For these are the days of
vengeance, that al thingswhich arewritten
may befulfilled” (Luke 21:20-22).

In 66, while suffering under theincreas-
ingly corrupt and oppressive rule of minor
Roman regents and appointees, asegment
of the Jewish population revolted. Cestius
Gallus, military governor of Syria, took the
Twelfth Legionto put down the Jewish
rebellion. He plundered and burned the city
of Zebulonin Galilee, then moved south to
surround Jerusalem.

Remarkably, according to Josephus's
account, the Roman commander, after lay-
ing Segetothecity, pulled hisarmy back
from Jerusalem. “It then happened that
Cedtiuswas not conscious either how the
besieged despaired of success, nor how
courageousthe people werefor him; and so
herecaled hissoldiersfrom the place, and
... retired from the city, without any reason
intheworld” (Josephus, Wars, 11, xix, 7).

Near thistime, according to the fourth-
century historian Eusebius, the members of
the Church dill living at Jerusalem received
asign, “given by revelaion to thosein
Jerusdlem who were ‘ approved, bidding
them |eave the doomed city and settlein

Pdla’ (FF. Bruce, New Testament Higtory,
1980, p. 375). Pdlawas on the other side of
the Jordan River inan area of relaive safety.

Signs in the heavens

Luke'saccount records Jesus Christ say-
ing: “And therewill be great earthquakesin
various places, and famines and pestilences
[diseases]; and there will befearful Sghts
and great Sgnsfrom heaven” (Luke21:11).
“And therewill besgnsinthesun, inthe
moon, and inthe gars, and on the earth dis-
tressof nations, with perplexity, the seaand
thewavesroaring” (verse 25).

In 61 agresat earthquake struck Phrygia,
inAsiaMinor, wresking vast destruction.

In 62 or 63 an earthquake near Mount Vesu-
viusin Italy destroyed hdf the city of Pom-
peii. (It was completely buried 17 years
later, in 79.) From 66 to 70, according to
Josephus, terrifying apparitions appeared

in the sky around Jerusalem:

“Thustherewasadar resembling a
sword, which stood over the city, and a
comet, that continued awholeyear. Thus
a0, beforethe Jews rebellion, and before
those commationswhich preceded thewar,
when the people were comein great crowds
to thefeast of unleavened bread, onthe
eghth day of the month Xanthicus, (Nisan,)
and at the ninth hour of the night, sogreat a
light shone round the dtar and the holy
house, that it appeared to be bright day-
time; which light lasted for haf anhour . ..

“Beddesthese, afew days after that
feadt, on the one-and-twentieth day of the
month Artemisius, (Jyar,) acertain prodi-
gious and incredible phenomenon appeared;
| suppose the account of it would seemto be
afable, wereit not related by thosethat saw
it, and were not the eventsthat followed it
of so congderableanature asto deserve
such signds; for, before sun-setting, chariots
and troops of soldiersin their armour were
Seen running about among the clouds, and
surrounding of cities.

“Moreover, at that feast whichwe call
Pentecodt, asthe priestswere going by night
into theinner (court of the) temple, astheir
custom waes, to perform their sacred minis-
trations, they said that, in thefirst place, they
felt aquaking, and heard agresat noise, and
after that they heard asound as of agreat
multitude, saying, ‘ Let usremove hence'”

(Wars, V1, v, 3).
Terrifying turmoil

Matthew’s account of Jesus Christ’s
Continued on page 27
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ussian military officers stared wide-
eyed a the glowing image on their
radar screens. an incoming missileon
courseto hit Moscow in 15 minutes. . .
. One buzz went to the three nuclear
iefcases assigned to President Boris

it open. On an elec-
ey saw abright dot over

e gméah the map was a
, offering amenu of attack

' e U.S. Onmilitary

Russia, red lights flashed and
ed, derting the troopsin charge
1iry’s strategic nuclear wespons
;to usethem.”
ay sound like another plot out of a
d blockbuster butitisn't. It redly
FOnJan 251 1995 Thenwhy arewe

sinand his military commanders,
yy phone, waited to hear whether an
been confirmed. About 12 minutes
'mystery missile soared onto the radar
S | lilitary anaysts could seethet it was
. 'ng for Russan territory. It turned out
“tobeal orwegian scientific rocket sent doft to
observethe auroraboredis. The Norwegians
had dutifully notified the Russan embassy in
Odo, but theword was never rdlayed tothe
e - military. * For awhile; says Sergel Yushenkov,
i amember of the Russian parliament’s Defense
) mittee, ‘theworld was on the brink of
e hudear war'” (Newsweek, “Nuclear Disarray”
(May 19, 1997).

Mix-ups common

i . Inlight of thisscenario, Russi'sannounce-
w gy P . o o, ‘ment late last yeer that, in spite of its precari-
i o oot sfinencial conditionitintended to deploy
0 |, should causethe world serious
pol-M isapowerful new
ballistic missile.
World Report askedina
WhenYou Thought You Were
FaseAlarm Still Start a
. 10, 1997).

ng to the possibility of

éﬁ”lﬁﬁirophl C mix-ups are becom-
Eﬂt. The Newsweek article

use of thelack of mainte-
eir nuclear arsend, “the Russians
gly hink they were under attack
Vest and fire their rockets. This
y increased because the
warning system is not what it
tobe. It haslost major radar setionsin
ew nations of Ukraine, Latviaand oth-
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ers. Some of its satellite-tracking stations
have goneto Ukraine, Georgiaand Kaza-
khstan. The high command is now par-
tidly blind, which increasesits apprehen-
sions, produces false darms and makes
good decisions harder.”

TheU.S News& World Report article
describes human mistakes bringing usto
thebrink of disaster not once, but severd
times: “Human error ismore than atheoret-
ica concern. Inthe Norwegian case, Mos-
cow had been notified in advance of the
launch, but no one thought to password to
senior military officids. In morethan one
ingtance, red launch orders have been trans-
mitted by mistake during American nuclear
training exercises. Andin 1979, theinadver-
tent introduction of training datainto the
NORAD [North American Aerospace
Defense] early warning system computer
mimicked alarge Soviet attack. Soviet
leaders got the same treatment in 1983, as
asolar storm duped early warning satellites
intoindicating amassive U.S. attack.”

Defense Minigter Igor Rodinov goes
even further inthe Newsweek article: “Last
year [1996], the nuclear strategic forces
received 10.5 percent of the funds needed

independence, aretired senior officer in
Moscow speculates, ‘ Theentiremissile
forceintheareamight cut itsalf off fromthe
chain of command and control and get re-
programmed to be ableto launch a will.’”

False sense of security

Meanwhile, theworldisbeing lulled
into thinking everything is peachy whenit's
not. Another Newsweek article, from June
2, 1997, mentioned the mood in the United
States: “The country hasrarely felt so
secure from thethreat of war. The bomb
silosonthe Great Plainsare on their way
to becoming curious museums; to today’s
children, the threelittle trianglesthat denote
bomb shelters might aswell bean odd form
of teenage graffiti” (page4).

Yet, in someways, we are closer to
nuclear war than we werein the 1950s and
'60s. Then, at least, the nuclear forceswere
well controlled and well paid. At that time
only two superpowers were eyeing eech
other. Now ahost of nations could detonate
nuclear bombs. Russiatill hasan esti-
mated 22,000 nuclear warheads and the
United States 12,000. Last year wasabad
onefor Russia’seconomy, and the troops

As long as Russia remains unstable economically and
politically, a distinct military threat exists. The rest of
the world cannot breathe a sigh of relief.

for maintenance. Theresult, he predicts, is
that, ‘We may losethe entire system.” The

links between radar and headquarters, the

computer management of missilesand the
physical security of the warheads could all
bresk down”

To add to their woes, troops of the
Strategic Nuclear Forces (SNF) areearning
an average of $100 to $200 amonth—
when they are paid. Thesame article
reports, “ One mgjor, who has served 24
yearsinthe SNF and will retirein six
months, did not see apaycheck for four
months” Another officer commented:
“We'reliving in poverty. That'sdl you
need to know.”

The Newsweek article concludes:

“The potentia istherefor someform of
nuke-napping—grabbing weaponsfor
ransom or nuclear blackmail—or sdesto
rogue states or terrorists, or unauthorized
launches by renegade commanders. Some
Russians even fret about anuclear civil war.
If aregionin Sheriawereto declareits

have not seen their lot improved.

On the other hand, breakdownsin the
srategic nuclear system were so darming
in 1997 that, at the urgings of Americans,
someimprovementstook placein 1998 to
increase the security of the nuclear arsend.
“Not al the newsfrom Moscow isbad,’
reports Newsweek. “Russiahas sharply
upgraded security at morethan 30 Sites
containing fissile materia” (May 25, 1998).

Yet many problemsremain. How long
will the underfed and underpaid forces go
on without something giving?What about
deficient radar systems?Will they continue
to deteriorate as funds become scarcer? No
one knows, but the dangers of mix-ups,
accidentsor theftsareredl.

Nuclear threats

Somethink that, Snce Russiaswar-
heads are no longer targeted a U.S. cities
and military bases, the world is much sefer.
But thisissmply not true. The difference
between having missilesaimed or not is

smply amatter of aminutes. Themissiles
computer memory retainstheir former tar-
gets, and they can quickly berepro-
grammed.
Aslong as Russaremains unstable eco-
nomically and politicaly, adistinct military
threat exists, especidly because Russian
possesses such alarge nuclear arsena. The
rest of the world cannot breathe asigh of ;
relief, particularly the United States. |
Based on recent developments, it
appearstheworld's dangerous nuclear arse-

nal will continueto spread, especiallyas’ 111 _5';.,
other nations, including Indiaand Pd(lstaf'r rée::'.?
jointhe nuclear club. Only recentlythe i

United States announced it would upgrade .
and modernizeits nuclear missilesystems
so they would bein optimum condifion &
beyond the year 2025. In spite of itSeco- E il
nomic weakness, Russia, along with other ]
nations of the nuclear club, will attemptto =
dothesame.

Aswe stand poised to enter the 21st cen- el
tury, theworld remains dangeroudly over- i F
stocked with high-tech nuclear weapons,
and they will be an even greater threat as
less-stable and more-radical powersgain
accessto the technology.

Jesus Chrigt’s prophecy in Matthew W
24:22 seems especialy sobering when we
consider thethresat facing our generation
and the next: “And unlessthose days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved . . .”
(emphasis added throughout).

Our disregard of the continuing nuclear
threet also brings to mind another warning
by Jesus Christ; Don't assumetheworldis
safewhenitisnot. Hetellsusto beware
of theattitude that will prevail among man-
kind shortly before God'sinterventionin
human affairs.

“But take heed to yourselves, lest your
hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of thislife, and that
Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will
comeasasnareon al those who dwell on
the face of the whole earth. Watch there-
fore, and pray dwaysthat you may be
counted worthy to escape al these things F
that will cometo pass, and to stand before
the Son of Man” (Luke 21:34-36). ‘

Conditionsare not really improving on
the nuclear front, especialy as other nations
such aslran, Irag and Libyastrivetojoin
the nuclear club. Governments and military
plannersarerightly worried about terrorist
groups gaining access to nuclear technol-
ogy and materid. Thisisnot thetimeto be
lulled into afalse sense of security. G
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How Can You Find

the Right Church?

Whether to attend church, and which one, are among the most important
decisions we can make. What are key factors we should consider?

by John Ross Schroeder

he choice of churchesand
denominationsof churcheshas
never been grester. A dizzying
supermarket of brands awaits
the potentid churchgoer,
particularly inthe United States.

To put the puzzling choicesin secular
terminology, supply and demand drives
the religious marketplace. According to
The Southern California Christian Times,
“more than one out of seven adults
change{ 9] their church each year, and
another one out of Six attends acarefully
chosen handful of selected churchesona
rotating basis rather than sticking with the
same church week after week” (Decem-
ber 1998). Brand loyalty doesn't carry
much weight.

If you were looking for achurch, what
would you look for?In America, where
churchgoers are morefickle about their

assambling of oursdvestogether, asisthe
manner of some, but exhorting one another,
and so much the more asyou seethe Day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

The Old Testament expressesthe same
thought in the form of acommand: “ Six
'| daysshdl work be done, but the seventh day
isaSabbath of solemn rest, aholy convoca-
tion [or ‘ commanded assembly, New Inter-
netiond Verson]. You shal do nowork on
it; itisthe Sabbath of the Lorp indl your
dwelings’ (Leviticus 23:3; emphasisadded
throughout).

Intermsof choosing achurch based on
fundamental beliefs, observing God's Sab-
bath isone of the mogt basic—so basic that
itisenshrined as one of the Ten Command-
ments. (If you do not understand which day
isthe Chrigtian Sabbath or areunclear onits
purposeand intent, pleese call or writefor
our free booklet Sunset to Sunset: God's

afiliation than in any other country, what
do peoplelook for inaplace of worship?

Last year the George Barnaresearch company surveyed Ameri-
can churchgoers about their preferencesin achurch. Intheresulting
report the top three factors were:

* Beliefsand doctrines.

» Mutua comfort and care among the members.

* Thequdlity of the sermons.

Mentioned first were beliefsand doctrines. That isagood place
to begin. Fromahiblical standpoint, certainly few if any other points
could be asimportant. But we are getting alittle ahead of oursdlves.
Thefirg questionto ask is, Should we attend church a al?

What the Bible says

Mogt of our readers presumably have agrest dedl of respect for
the Scriptures or they wouldn't be reading thismagazine. But, if you
arenot yet quite sure about the authority of the Bible over our indi-
vidua and collectivelives, weinvite you to request our two free
booklets Isthe Bible True? and How to Understand the Bible.

The New Testament admonishes Christiansto assemble together
regularly. One epistie specificdly tellsus: “. . . Let usconsider one
another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
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— Sabbath Rest.)

To sum up theimportance of beliefs and doctrines, the Bible
makesit clear that God's Church keepsHislaw. It isdescribed
propheticaly asagroup of people “who keep the commandments
of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation 12:17).

Itsmembers do not try to get around or do away with the require-
mentsof thebiblical way of life. They follow the difficult, narrow and
often unpopular way mentioned by Jesus Chrigt, not the broad, essy
path thet eventudly leadsto destruction (Matthew 7:13). Thosewho
redly want eternd life are pictured asliving God'sway (verse 14).

What is the Church?

Early in our study we should understand what the Churchisand
isnot. We must first understand that the church isnot abuilding.
Theglossary of the Trandator's New Testament plainly tellsus:
“*Church’ inNT never means‘building. It dways represents either
agroup of committed Christiansin any givenlocdity [who] met
to precticetheir religion, or thetotaity of these groups scattered
throughout theworld” (pp. 557-558).

The apostle Paul definesthe Church as simply “the body of
Chrigt” (1 Corinthians 12:12, 27). It isa spiritual organism, not a
physica edifice or organization. Members of the Church go to the
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building where they meet, or acongrega-
tion meetsin someone's house if the num-
bersare smal (Romans 16:5; 1 Corinthians
1:19), but the Church is till the spiritual
Body of Christ.

By way of an andogy, Paul likensthe
Church to the parts of the human body
(1 Corinthians 12:12-27). He shows how
each part isdependent onthe others. Yet “ by
one Spirit [the Holy Spirit] weweredl bap-
tizedinto onebody . . . and have been made
todrink into one Spirit” (verse 13). It doesn't
make much sensefor some of the member-
ship to be separated from the rest of the
Body, sitting alone at homewhiletherest
of the Body worshipstogether with other
membersof the Body.

The same care one for another

The apodtle Paul urged the Corinthian
membersto “have the same care onefor
another” (1 Corinthians 12:25). Thisisthe
second point mentioned by the Barna
survey: mutual comfort and care.

Thismutua carefor oneanother ishibli-
cal. But it should dways be remembered that
our relationshipswith other members of the
Church begin and end in our fellowship with
God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ
(1John1:3,7).

We have fellowship with each other only
in and through our spiritua relaionship
with the Father and Jesus Christ. Thefirgt
four of the Ten Commandments express
our lovefor God, the last six our lovefor
humankind. The apostie John points out the
fally of trying to have one without the other
(1 John 4:20).

The Ten Commandments embody abasic
spiritua law. If you bregk one, spiritualy
spesking you have broken them dll (James
2:10). We expressthelove of God by keep-
ing every one of the Ten Commandments
(1John5:3).

Expressing proper love for the member-
ship of the Church isan awesome responsi-
bility on the shoulders of each member.
After dl, Jesus Chrigt, the founder of the
Chrigtian Church (Matthew 16:18), did
say, “By thisshdl al men know that you
are My disciples, thet you havelove onefor
another” (John 13:35). It isof utmaost impor-
tance that we extend warmth and friendli-
nessto other members of the spiritual Body
that isthe Church, especialy to vistorsand
new members.

Quality of the sermons
The quality of the sermonsis mentioned

asthethird most-looked-for quaity inthe
George Barnasurvey.

Inthe broadest sensethisisasoa
supremely important point. The member-
ship of the Church hasaright to expect
certain fundamental quaitiesfromthe
elders |leadership. First and foremost is
loyalty to the Bible and to the teachings
and practices of Jesusthat He taught the
apostles—"the apostles doctrineand
fellowship” (Acts2:42).

In histeaching each elder must be
“rightly dividing theword of truth” (2 Timo-
thy 2:15). Mogt other versons say “rightly
handling” or “rightly explaining,” whichis

“They want substance from
their church; they want to
make a difference in the world
through their church.”

abetter rendering, but perhapsthe Revised
English Bible hasbest grasped thebasic
sense of this passage when it expressesthe
need to “keep drictly to thetrue gospd

Theworld'steachers expound many fase
gospels(Gdatians 1.6-7; 2 Corinthians 11:4;
Matthew 24:4-5). A British novelist made
this comment about many 20th-century cler-
ics “Themodern clergyman hasacquiredin
hisstudy of the sciencewhich | believeis
caled exegesisan agtonishing fecility for
explaning thingsaway.”

Explaining thingsaway isnot apart of
the preaching of atrue servant of God. The
ministry of theWord and prayer are histrue
priorities (Acts 6:4).

The apostle Paul urged Timothy:
“Preach theWord; . . . correct, rebuke and
encourage—with great patience and careful
ingruction.” Why?* For thetimewill come
when men will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires,
they will gather around them agreat num-
ber of teachersto say what their itching
earswant to hear” (2 Timothy 4:2-3, New
Internationa Version).

A faithful pastor will preach thetruth of
God'sWord, not hisownidess. A true ser-
vant of God and His people“hasaboundary
st for him,” explained onelong-time teacher.
“When he entersthe pulpit, heisnot an
entirdy freeman. . . Heisnot at liberty to
invent or choose hismessage: it hasbeen
committed to him, anditisfor himto declare,
expound and commend it to hishearers”

Theimportance of faithfulnessto God's
Word cannot be overemphasized. Much less
important isthe preacher’s particular style of
gpesking or even hisbasic ahility asan orator
or teacher. Most who have received agenuine
cal tothe ministry striveto improvether
effectivenessastheyearsgo by.

Yet another important factor

Onemorefactor issmply the ability
of one'schurch to make adifference. Said
George Barna: “ They want substance from
their church; they want to make adifference
intheworld through their church.”

Broadly speaking, thisisanother way of
saying the Church is commissioned to take
the good news of the Kingdom of God to
the world and faithfully teach others God's
way of life as Jesus commanded (Matthew
24:14; 28:18-20). Any church that isnot
dedicated to performing thistask is seri-
oudy faling down on the job. Jesus Christ
said, “You shall know them by their fruits’
(Matthew 7:20).

According to Mr. Barna, thesad truth is
that “the Christian Church has stagnated,
largely dueto itscomfort with routines
and rituasthat are neither challenging nor
relevant for millions of people”

Many prospective churchgoersdo desire
to doawork intheworld. They would liketo
find achurch actively fulfilling Christ's com-
mand to spread the gospe in our age. But
they may need somevita background
knowledgeto rightly evaluatewhich groups
and organizations are obediently following
Chrigt’'scommand.

Of course, thereisagrest ded moreto
the overdl story. The Churchisabig subject
well worth studying in much greater detail
than can be donein any single Good News
article. That iswhy the United Church of
God has published an extensively researched
booklet smply titled The Church Jesus
Built. Thisisoneof the most important
bookletswe have ever published.

Alsp, to understand the message Jesus
taught, and which He commanded His
Church to proclaim, please request your free
copy of The Gospdl of the Kingdom. Both
bookletsare available free of charge by
contacting our office nearest you or through
theliteraturelibrary of our Web Steat
WWW.LCG.Org.

How to find the right church will entail
some serious Bible study on your part. Itis
not adecision you should make quickly or
lightly. You should search out achurch that
fitsthetruebiblicd modd. Gnv

September/October 1999 23



Although the time
frame is much
briefer—less than
a century—
archaeology has
much to tell us
about the life and
times of Jesus of
Nazareth and

His apostles.
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Christ:
The Early Years

by Mario Seiglie

he Good News has traced some of the many
historical and archaeologicd findingsthat con-
irm and clarify thebiblical record of the Old
Testament, arecord that spans some 4,000 years.
We continue that survey into the New Testament era.

How much has archaeol ogy confirmed about the
New Testament period?Are the many names men-
tioned in the New Testament real people? Can their
existence be verified by credible historical evidence
other than the Bible?

Although thetimein question ismuch briefer—
lessthan a century—archaeol ogy has much to tell
us about the life and times of Jesus of Nazareth and
His apostles. Aswe examine this period, the phys-
cal evidence supporting the biblical record multi-
plies. Let’sbegin thisfascinating archaeol ogical
journey into the New Testament world.

Appropriately, the Old Testament endswith God's
promiseto send amessenger to preparetheway for
the Messah. In Mdachi, gpparently thelast prophe-
tic book of the Old Testament to bewritten, thefina
two chaptersrecord adramatic prophecy: “‘ Behold,
| send My messenger, and hewill preparetheway
beforeMe. And the Lord, whom you seek, will sud-
denly cometo Histemple, even the Messenger of
the covenant, in whom you delight. Behold, Heis
coming, saystheLorp of Hogts” (Mdachi 3:1).

It should come as no surprise that the story flow
of the New Testament beginswhere thelast of the
Old Testament prophetsleaves off—with the arrival
of the messenger foretold by Malachi. This shows
acontinuation from the Old to the New Testament,
bearing in mind that afew hundred years had
passed in the interim.

At the beginning of Luke'sgospel, anangel tells
Zachariasthe priest about the fulfillment of the
prophecy in Maachi. The messenger prophesied
by God in the Old Testament would be his son John
(the Baptist), who would prepare the way for the
Chrigt. Theangel told him: “Do not be afraid,
Zacharias, for your prayer isheard; and your wife
Elizabeth will bear you ason, and you shdl cdl his
nameJohn . . . Hewill also go beforeHiminthe

spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the
fathersto the children,” and the disobedient to the
wisdom of thejust, to make ready a people prepared
fortheLord” (Luke 1:13, 17).

Thus, at the start of Luke'sgospdl, the stageis
et for thefirst coming of the Messiah.

Herod the mighty king

One of thefirst peopleto appear in the New Tes-
tament account isKing Herod. Matthew takes usto
the court of Herod the Grest: “Now after Jesuswas
born in Bethlehem of Judeaiin the days of Herod
theking, behold, wise men from the East cameto
Jerusdem, saying, ‘Whereis Hewho has been
born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the East and have cometo worship Him. When
Herod the king heard this, he wastroubled, and all
Jerusdlemwithhim. ...

“Then Herod, when he had secretly called the
wise men, determined from them what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said,
‘Go and search carefully for the young Child, and
when you have found Him, bring back word to me,
that | may come and worship Him aso” (Matthew
2:1-3,7-8).

Was Herod ared figure, and was he the king at
thistime?Yes. Secular history and archaeology
have confirmed his existence and reign beyond a
doubt. Heisknown in history as Herod the Gret.
Under the Romansthis non-lsraglite king had ruled
the province of Judea (most of the area of thefor-
mer kingdoms of |sragl and Judah) for almost 40
yearswhen Jesus Christ appeared on the scene.
Herod was agreat builder and | eft hisname on
many monuments. Hewas afamousfigurein
Jewish and Roman history.

John McRay, archaeologist and Whesaton
College professor of New Testament, summarizes
Herod'sreign: “Archaeologica excavations have
uncovered asurprisingly large amount of evidence
pertaining to Herod the Gregt . . . Herod the Great
was an |dumean who, in 41 B.C., was granted pro-
visond rule of Galilee by Mark Antony [thefriend



The Jerusalem temple was but one of the enormous con-
struction projects of Herod the Great. The partial model
above, from Jerusalem’s Tower of David Museum, shows
how the southwest corner of the temple platform and
the magnificent staircase that provided access to the

temple from the lower city likely appeared in Jesus
Christ’s day. Large areas of the platform’s massive retain-
ing walls are still visible today, most notably at the West-
ern Wall, right, now dominated by the Dome of the
Rock, built by Muslims on the former temple platform.

of Julius Caesar and Cleopatra'slast lover]
...In30B.C. Octavian (Caesar Augustus)
affirmed Herod's rule over Judea, Samaria,
and Gdlilee. . . Herod remained in power
until hisdeathin 4 B.C.; thus Christ was
bornin Bethlehem prior to thet date”
(Archaeol ogy and the New Testament,
1997, p. 91).

One of themain reasonsHerod is
referred to as Herod the Gresat hasto do
with his extensve and exquisite building
projects. EF. Bruce, former professor of
hiblical criticism and exegesisat the Uni-
versity of Manchester in England, says,
“Had Herod done nothing else, hewould
have made a secure nichein history for
himself asagrest builder” (New Testament
History, 1972, p. 20).

Heisknown to haveinitiated construc-
tion projectsin at least 20 cities or towns
inlsrael and morethan 10in foreign cities.
Two inscriptions pertaining to Herod have
been found in Athens. Onereads. “The
people [erect this monument to] King
Herod, lover of the Romans, because of his
beneficence and good will [shown] by
him.” The other said: “The people [erect

Scott Ashley

this monument to] King Herod, devout and
lover of Caesar, because of hisvirtueand
beneficence” (ibid., p. 92).

Josephus, afirgt-century Jewish histo-
rian, confirms Herod's greet construction
projectsoutside Isragl: “And when he had
built so much, he shewed the greatness of
hissoul to no small number of foreign
cities. . . And arenot theAthenians. . . full
of donationsthat Herod presented them
withal!” (Wars of the Jews, Book |, Chapter
XXI, Section 11).

Of hisnotable building achievements
insidelsradl, Sx are generaly acclaimed as
the most notable: (1) hisrenovation of the
templeand expansion of the temple plat-
formin Jerusdem; (2) Herodium, his
paace-fortress near Bethlehem, encased in
amanmade mountain; (3) his magnificent
palace at Jericho, equipped with aswim-
ming pool more than 100 feet long; (4)
Masada, amountain fortresswhere he built
two palaces (the Site was | ater immortalized
asthelast holdout of the Jawsin defense of
their country against the Romans); (5) Cae-
sarea, amanmade port city built under his
supervision that becamethe official head-

quarters of the Romans, and (6) Samaria,
the capital of the former kingdom of Israel,
which he rebuilt and renamed Sebaste.

Of thesix, al except Herodium and
Masadaare mentioned in Scripture.

From studying the remains of Herod's
vast building programs, archaeologists and
architects have nothing but praise for the
beauty, massiveness, ingenuity and practi-
cality of hisprojects. For instance, at the
base of the Temple Mount in Jerusdem
archaeol ogists discovered, among other
massive foundation stones, one block that
weighed 415 tons. In comparison, the
largest blocksin the Great Pyramid of
Cheopsin Egypt weigh only 15 tons, and
the megalithsin Stonehenge, England,
weigh only up to 40 tons.

Herod the cruel king

Herod was known not just for his great
building, political and military skillsbut for
hisgreat cruelty. The Bible givesusanindi-
cation of his utter disregard for human life
initsrecord of hisreaction to hearing of the
birth of Jesus.

Having heard that a“King of the Jews’
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had been born, Herod was greztly disturbed
by this potential threat to his power and
throne (Matthew 2:1-3). When his scheme
to identify the newborn Messiah failed
(verses 7-8, 12), Herod lashed out violently.

“Then Herod, when he saw that he was
deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry; and he sent forth and put to degth all
the male children who werein Bethlehem
andinall itsdigtricts, from two yearsold
and under [the approximate age of Jesus],
according to thetime which he had deter-
mined from thewisemen” (verse 16).

The massacre in Bethlehem was not
out of character for Herod. A.T. Robertson,
chairman of New Testament interpretation
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
shows us Herod's savagery. Dr. Robertson
describes Herod's cruelty even toward
thosein hisown family:

“Those familiar with the story of Herod
the Great in Josephus can well understand
the meaning of thesewords. Herod in his
rage over hisfamily rivariesand jealousies
put to death the two sons of Mariamne [his
wife] (Aristobulus and Alexander), Mari-
amne hersdlf, and Antipater, another son
and once his heir, besides the brother and
mother of Mariamne (Aristobulus, Alexan-
dra) and her grandfather John Hyrcanus.

He had made will after will and wasnow in
afata illnessand fury over the question of
the Magi. He showed his excitement and
the whole city was upset because the peo-
ple knew only too well what he could do
whenin arage over the disturbance of his
plans’ (Wbrd Picturesin the New Testa-
ment, Bible Explorer Software, 1997).

The New Testament description of
Herod the Gregt isthus confirmed by what
historians and archaeol ogists have found
concerning hisrulership, building projects,
politica strength and uncontrollable wrath
toward anyone threatening hiskingship.

Caesar Augustus’s census

L uke, the meticulous historian, intro-
duces other famous personagesin his
account of the birth of Chrigt. “And it came
to passin those daysthat a decree went out
from Caesar Augustusthat al the world
should be registered. This censusfirst took
place while Quirinius was governing Syria.

-
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So al went to beregistered, everyoneto his
owncity” (Luke 2:1-3).

Caesar Augustus, or Octavian, was
Julius Caesar's adopted son. Heruled the
Roman Empirefor 57 years (43 B.C. to
A.D. 14) and established an era of peace
and stability that would facilitate the
growth of Chrigtianity.

Archaeol ogists have made great
progressin discovering how and when a
Roman census was taken. Ancient papyrus
census decrees have been found for the
years 20, 34, 48, 62 and 104. These show
they normally took place every 14 years,
athough local countsat timeswere taken
more frequently.

A papyrusin the British Museum
describesacensussmilar to Luke's
account, taken in 104, in which people
were ordered to return to their birthplaces.
It reads. “GalusVibiusMazimus, Prefect
of Egypt: Seeing that the time has come for
the house to house census, it is necessary to
compd dl thosewho for any cause whatso-
ever areresiding out of their provincesto
return to their own homes, that they may
both carry out the regular order of the cen-
susand may also attend diligently to the
cultivation of their alotments” (Frederick
G. Kenyon, Greek Papyri in the British
Museum, 1907, plate 30).

For many years some scholars had
doubted the Bibl€e's accuracy sincethey
thought Luke had erroneoudly referred to
another Quiriniuswho ruled a decade after
Christ’shirth. But now the biblical account
has been confirmed by further evidence.

Researcher Randall Pricewrites. “Some
recent archaeologica evidence hasprovided
new ingghtsinto thetimeand place of the
birth of Jesus. The Gospdl of Luke givesthe
time of birth with aspecific referencetoa
censusdecreed by Quirinius, the governor
of Syria(Luke2:2). Whileinscriptiond evi-
dencereved sthat there was more than one
ruler with thisname, aQuiriniuswithin the
timeframe of Jesus' birth hasbeen found on
acoin placing him as proconsul of Syriaand
Ciliciafrom 11 B.C. until after 4B.C." (The
SonesCry Out, 1997, p. 299).

Joseph's occupation in Nazareth
Once Herod died, Joseph and Mary

brought Jesus back to |sragl and returned
totheir homein Nazareth. Josephwasa
skilled craftsman who worked not only
with wood but with stone masonry.

“The Greek word tekton, trand ated
‘carpenter’ in Mark 6:3, hasthe root
meaning of ‘artisan,’ that is, askilled
worker who works on some hard material
such aswood or stone or even horn or
ivory ... InJesus day construction work-
erswerenot as highly speciaized asin
today’swork force. For example, the tasks
performed by carpenters and masons
could easily overlap” (Richard A. Batey,
Jesus & the Forgotten City: New Light
on Sepphoris and the Urban World of
Jesus, 1991, p. 76).

Jesus|earned the trade from Joseph
and lived in the area of Nazareth most of
Hislife. Although Nazareth wasasmall
Gadlilean village of no more than afew hun-
dred inhabitants, Joseph and Jesuslikely
found steady work in the city of Sepphoris
four miles away.

About thetime of Jesus birth, Herod
Antipas—son of Herod the Great and ruler
over Galileewho would later order the exe-
cution of John the Baptist—chose Seppho-
risashis capita. “ For more than three
decadeswhile Jesus grows up in nearby
Nazareth ahuge congtruction project con-
tinues, as Sepphorisrapidly becomesthe
largest and most influentia city inthe
region. . . Joseph and Jesus knew of the
congtruction of the new capital and would
have been acquainted with artisans and
other workers employed onthe site”
(Batey, p. 70).

Recent archaeologica excavationsin
Sepphoris show it to have been abustling,
prosperous city during the years Jesus
grew up in nearby Nazareth. Thishigtorical
record helps us better understand the back-
ground of Chrigt'steachings, which
included illustrations drawn not just from
farming and animal husbandry, but aso
construction, rulersand nobility, the theater,
government, finance and other aspects of
city life.

Inthenext articlein this serieswe will
continue with important background infor-
mation that hel ps us better understand the
life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth. v



Prophecy

Continued from page 19

prophetic words continues: “For then
therewill be great tribulation, such ashas
not been since the beginning of the world
until thistime, no, nor ever shall be’
(Matthew 24:21).

Indeed, grest distressand tribulation did
come. Inlate summer of 70 Titus sarmy
broke through the remaining wall that pro-
tected Jerusadem. The magnificent temple,
completed only seven yearsearlier, went up
in flanesas Titus swar machines pounded
theHoly City into rubble.

Between 600,000 and one million men,
women and children perished in the Siege
and destruction of Jerusalem. The survivors
were taken prisoner, and many of these ulti-
mately died for the entertainment of the
crowdsin the Roman circusin Caesarea

Future fulfillment

Many scholarsrecognize dudity in Bible
prophecy, meaning that many prophecies
haveaninitid fulfillment aswell asalater
one. JesusHimsdlf dluded to thisprinciple
when He cited the prophecy of “the * a@omi-
nation of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel
the prophet” (Matthew 24:15). The Jews
of Hisday well understood that Antiochus
Epiphanes had desecrated thetemple,

fulfilling this prophecy some 200 years ear-
lier. Yet Jesus medeit clear this prophecy
would befulfilled again.

Theeventsof A.D. 66to 70 areafore-
taste of what must yet happen. What wasthe
question asked by the disciples?*What will
bethesign of Your coming, and of theend of
theage?’ (verse3).

That Christ did not return then proves
that the events cited above were not the
primary fulfillment of His message. The
decades after Christ’s death did not
immediately precede the time of the end.
God's plan for humanity was not yet ready
for completion.

Some prophecies not yet fulfilled

A closer examination of Christ’swords
showsthat they were not dl fulfilled—
indeed could not have been fulfilled—at
that time. He warned that the time leading
up to Hisreturn “will be atime of great
distress, there has never been such atime
from the beginning of theworld until now,
and will never be again. If that time of
troubleswere not cut short, no living thing
could survive; but for the sake of God's
chosenit will be cut short” (verses 21-22,
New English Bible).

In Christ’s day mankind did not have
the meansto threaten literally every human
life on the face of the earth, as opposed to
just those in the Roman province of Judea.

Now, however, we see the frightening
possihility that “no living thing could sur-
vive’—that human life could be extermi-
nated in several ways undreamed of when
Jesusfirst gave thiswarning amost 2,000
years ago.

Jesus Chrigt knew His Church would
have much work to do: “And thisgospd
of thekingdom will be preached in al the
world asawitnessto dl the nations, and
then theend will come’ (verse 14). The
apostieswould begin that work. Chrigt said
thet, after receiving the Holy Spirit, they
would “bewitnessesto [Him] in Jerusdlem,
and indl Judeaand Samaria, and to theend
of theearth” (Acts 1:8).

Many more books of the Bible—
comprising what we know asthe New
Testament—would be written. Many more
peoplewould hear the gospe of the King-
dom of God, which Jesus Chrigt taught.
Many morewill yet hear that same message!

Then and only then, when thetimeis
right in God's gresat plan, will He send His
Sonin power and glory to establish the
Kingdom of God on earth. Hundreds of
versesthroughout the Bible proclaim thet
incredibletruth.

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but
My wordswill by no means pass away,”
said Jesus (Matthew 24:35). Every word
of Jesus Christ’s prophecy will ultimately
befulfilled. G

When Will These Things Happen?

hen will the remaining prophecies of Matthew 24

Wbe fulfilled? Only God knows the exact timing of

these events. “But of that day and hour no one

knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only”
(verse 36). They will take most of the world by surprise.

Jesus’s prophecy shows that the Middle East is a vital
area to watch, and this region is clearly a flash point for
end-time events.

However, some of the things Jesus said would happen
appear to be no different from what has transpired there for
the past 19 centuries. It is easy to assume things will continue
as they always have. But one day circumstances there will
change the world forever.

The prophecies of Jesus Christ, however, are not limited
to the Middle East. The conditions He described will affect
virtually all of humanity. “But as the days of Noah were, so
also will the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in the days
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the
ark, and did not know until the flood came and took them
all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be”
(verses 37-39). In Noah's day all except the patriarch’s imme-
diate family carried on with life as usual. As Noah labored
away, those around him ate, drank, married and generally

did as they pleased—until the rains came.

The apostle Peter, as he awaited his own execution for
his part in proclaiming the good news of Christ’s return,
wrote about people who would lose sight of and ridicule
the certainty of that coming event. “Knowing this first:
that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according
to their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His
coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things con-
tinue as they were from the beginning of creation"”
(2 Peter 3:3-4). Peter warned Christians not to allow their
hope and prayers for Christ’s return to grow dim (compare
Matthew 24:48-51).

Jesus admonished us to stay vigilant and spiritually ready.
“\Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord
is coming,” He warned (verse 42). He advises us to be busy
doing His work. “Who then is a faithful and wise servant,
whom his master made ruler over his household, to give
them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his
master, when he comes, will find so doing” (verse 45-46).

How important is it that we focus our attention on living
as God wants us to live, doing the work God wants us to do?
For those busy doing God's work, He promises that their
efforts will be rewarded. “I say to you that [the Master] will
make him ruler over all his goods"” (verse 47).
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by Jerold Aust

od directed the archangel Gabriel

to deliver messagesto two cou-

ples: Zacharias and Elizabeth and

Mary and Joseph. Elizabeth and
Mary were cousins.

To Zacharias Gabridl said: “Do not be
afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard;
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you shall call hisname John . . .
[Hewill] make ready apeople prepared
for theLord” (Luke 1:13, 17).

To Mary Gabriel relayed this message
directly from God: “ Rejoice, highly
favored one, the Lord iswith you; blessed
areyou among women! . . . Behold, you
will conceivein your womb and bring
forth aSon, and shal call His name Jesus.
Hewill begreat, and will be called the Son
of the Highest; and the Lord God will give
Him the throne of Hisfather David”
(verses 28, 31-32).

Much of the Bibleis about Jesus Chrigt.
Only asmall portion of the New Testament
discusses His parents—Joseph, His stepfa-
ther, and Mary, Hismother. Yet the New
Testament’s details about their lives help
enhance our understanding of these two
honored parents.

Joseph: Jesus’ stepfather

James Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible

clarifies Joseph'slineage: “ Every Jew kept
arecord of hisli neage, _and was proud if_he

Faithful Couple

Joseph was ‘ason of David’ (Matthew
1:20; Luke 2:4). Hisfamily belonged to
Bethlehem, David's city, but he had moved
to Nazareth” (1988, p. 529).

Some Bible readers wonder why the
Gospels give two genealogies for Jesus.
The simple answer isthat Matthew records
Joseph’s ancestors, and L uke records
Mary's. Both could trace their ancestry
back to David and from him back to Abra-
ham, fulfilling the prophecies that the Mes-
siah would be adescendant of Abraham
(Genesis 12:3; Gdlatians 3:16) and David
(2 Samuel 7:12-13).

Joseph was a carpenter. The Greek
word istekton, which was used of aversa-
tile and skilled builder or craftsman who
worked with various materialsincluding
wood and stone. Jesus, having learned the
trade from Joseph, later used analogies
based on His experiences at Joseph’s side
to explain man’srelationship to God and
His coming kingdom.

Note one such example: “Every one
then who hears these words of mineand
doesthem will be like awise man who
built his house upon the rock; and therain
fdl, and the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat upon that house, but it did
not fall, becauseit had been founded on
the rock. And every onewho hears these
words of mine and does not do them will
be like afoolish man who built his house
Jpon the sand; and therain fell, and the
1oods came, and the winds blew and begat

againg that house, and it fell; and great
wasthefdl of it” (Matthew 7:24-27,
RSV). Friends and acquaintances of Jesus
knew He understood exactly what He was
talking about.

Some months after Joseph's betrothal
to Mary, he discovered she was pregnant.
Joseph erroneously assumed Mary had
been unfaithful to him, but Joseph’s sub-
sequent actionstell us much about his
character and nature.

“...When [Jesus'] mother Mary was
going to be married to Joseph, before they
came together the discovery was made
that she was with child by the Holy Spirit.
And Joseph, her husband, being an
upright man, and not desiring to make
her apublic example, had amind to
put her away [break their betrothal]
privately” (Matthew 1:18-19, Bible
in Basic English).

Asan honorable and humble man, as
well asfaithful in his observance of the
I sraelitish ordinances and feasts (Luke
2:21-24, 41), Joseph thought it best to qui-
etly spare Mary and her family disgrace
by giving her abill of divorce, breaking
their betrothal.

However, after he had been informed
of thetruth by an angel (Matthew 1:18-25),
hetreated Mary kindly. “On being sum-
moned to Bethlehem by the requirements
of the census, he would not leave her a
home to suffer the danders of migudging
neighbors, but took her with him and
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treated her very gently in her time of need”
(Hastings, p. 529; compare Luke 2:1-7).

Little mention of Joseph

Joseph is mentioned only afew times
in the four Gospels. Only one incident of
Jesus childhood is preserved in Scripture.
L uke 2:41-50 records that, when Jesus
was 12, Hisfamily atended the
Passover feast in Jerusalem, aswas
customary (Leviticus 23:1-2, 4-8).
However, at the end of the Feadt, as
Joseph and Mary journeyed back to
Nazareth, they realized Jesus wasn't
among their group.

Jesus had lingered in Jerusalem,
athough they had assumed He was
traveling safely with relatives and
acquaintances. After afull day of
travel they began to look in earnest
for their son, not finding Him
anywhere. ;

Reflect for amoment on the trust
that both Joseph and Mary placedin
their 12-year-old boy. How many of us
would feel comfortable leaving ason or
daughter of that age alone on along trip
home, assuming he would travel safely
among faithful family and friends?Yet
Joseph and Mary showed great confidence
in their firstborn. Thisincident shows how
times have changed aswell as the confi-
dence of two faithful parentsin their
teaching and training.

The worried parents returned to
Jerusalem, where eventually “they found
Him inthetemple, sitting inthe midst of
the teachers, both listening to them and
asking them questions” (Luke 2:46).

The men who listened as young Jesus
discussed God'slaw with the teachers
“were astonished at His understanding and
answers’ (verse47), aswere Joseph and
Mary when they came upon the sight of
some of the nation’s most respected reli-
gious authoritieslistening intently to their
12-year-old son.

Mary’s reaction waslikely amixture
of worry and relief: “ Son, why haveYou
donethisto us? L ook, Your father and
| have sought You anxioudy” (verse 47).
From thiswe see Joseph was obvioudly
aconcerned father.

What happened to Joseph?

James Hastings discusses why no men-
tion of Joseph is made after that Passover
feast in Jerusalem: “ Joseph never appears
in the Gospel story after thevisit to

‘e,

Joseph obeyed God and took Mary and Jesus to Eqypt
until the death of Herod, that the Scripture might be
fulfilled: “Out of Egypt | called My Son.”

Jerusalem when Jesus had attained the age
of twelve years and become ‘a son of the
Law’ (Luke 2:41-51); and since Mary
aways appears done in the narratives of
the public ministry, it isareasonable infer-
encethat he had died during theinterval”

This seemsthe most likely scenario.
Although the Gospels do not give
Joseph’s age, Joseph was probably older
than Mary. Perhaps he died before Jesus
began Hisministry.

Although the Scriptures give usonly a
few glimpses of Joseph, they tell ushewas
akind man and aloving father. Perhaps no
greater compliment can bepaid to him
than that of Jesus Himself: When Hetried
to give mankind abetter conception of the
love and character of God, He used the
term Father to expressour Cregtor'sloving
relationship toward us.

Mary, mother of Jesus Christ

Although moreissaid of Mary than of
Joseph, not many scriptures are dedicated
to the mother of Jesus.

Mary was of thetribe of Judah and a
descendant of David, hence of theroyal
line. Sometime around 4 B.C. Mary was
living in Nazareth. She was unmarried,
betrothed to Joseph.

At the appropriatetimein God's plan

(Galatians 4:4), He began fulfilling His
promise of the ages: “At thistime the
angel Gabriel cameto her with amessage
from God, and announced to her that

she wasto be the mother of the long-
expected Messiah—that by the power of
the Holy Spirit the everlasting Son of the
Father should be born of her (Luke 1:26-
35; comp. Rom. 1:3)" (Merrill F. Unger,
Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 1972, p. 702).

The angel asoinformed Mary her
cousin Elizabeth was within three months
of delivering ason (Luke 1:36), whom the
Bibleidentifies as John the Baptist.

Mary decided to visit her cousin. As
Mary entered her house, Elizabeth con-
firmed God'srevelation that Mary wasto
give birth to the Messiah: “ Then she [Eliz-
abeth] spoke out with aloud voice and
said, ‘Blessed are you among women, and
blessed isthe fruit of your womb! But why
isthisgranted to me, that the mother of my
Lord should cometo me? For indeed, as
soon asthe voice of your greeting sounded
in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb
for joy. Blessed is shewho believed, for
there will be afulfillment of thosethings
which weretold her from the Lord'”
(Luke 1:42-45).

Mary stayed with Elizabeth three
months, then returned home (verse 56).
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child and, having been assured that her
conception was of the Holy Spirit
(Matthew 1:18-25), he took her ashis
wife. Thetimefor tax enrollment came
shortly theregfter.

Bethlehem, birth and blessings

Mary accompanied Joseph to Bethle-
hem to be enrolled for taxation purposes.
It was during thistime that Jesus was
born and lay inamanger (Luke 2:1, 7).
Asinstructed by Scripture, Jesus was cir-
cumcised on the eighth day (Luke 2:21;
Genesis 17:12).

Mary and Joseph were faithful to God

heard these things, he and the people of
Jerusalem were troubled.

Herod gathered the chief priestsand
scribes to determine the place of Jesus
birth. They told him Jesuswasto be born
in Bethlehem. Privately, Herod asked the
wise men when the star had appeared. He
then deceptively instructed the wise men
to find the newborn Messiah “that | may
come and worship Him also” (Matthew
2:8). But the wise men were divinely
warned in adream that they shouldn't
return to Herod. Instead, they should
return to their native land by a different
route (verse 12).

At that time an angel appeared to
Josephin adream. “Arise, take the young
Child and His mother, fleeto Egypt, and
stay there until | bring you word; for Herod

Though Joseph and Mary were entrusted with the
responsibility and blessing of overseeing the childhood
of God's own Son, the family relationship doesn‘t stop
there. Jesus Christ has included others—you and me—

in His spiritual family as His brothers and sisters.

and HisWord. On the 40th day after the
birth of Jesus, Mary presented herself with
Jesusfor their purification in the temple
(Luke 2:22-24). “The poverty of Joseph
and Mary isadluded to in the mention of
their offering, ‘apair of turtle-doves, or
two young pigeons ” (Unger, p. 702; com-
pare Leviticus 12:8).

During Joseph’sand Mary’svisit to the
templein Jerusdem, Mary met Simeon
and the prophetessAnna. Simeon thanked
God for His promisethat *“he would not
see death before he had seen the Lord's
Chrigt” (Luke 2:26). Simeon took the
infant in hisarms, thanked God and
declared the prophecy that through Christ
salvation would come a so to the gentiles
and glory to God'speople Israel (verse 32).

The aged prophetess Anna (probably
morethan 100 years old) also “ gave thanks
to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those
who looked for redemption in Jerusalem”
(verse 38).

Herod's murderous plot

Joseph and Mary returned to Bethle-
hem, where an angel warned them Herod
planned to kill Jesus. “Wise men” from
the East had seen the star marking Jesus
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will seek the young Child to destroy Him”
(verse 13). Joseph obeyed God and took
Mary and Jesusto Egypt until the death of
Herod so the Scripture would be fulfilled
that stated: “Out of Egypt | called My Son”
(verse 15; compare Hosea 11:1).

When Herod realized the wise men
would not return to him, he responded bru-
tally to thethreat to his power. Herod put
to death the male children in and around
Bethlehem, from two years old and
younger (verse 16). The prophet Jeremiah,
writing hundreds of years earlier, had pre-
dicted this calamity: “A voicewas heard in
Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping,
Rachel weeping for her children, refusing
to be comforted, becausethey are no
more” (Matthew 2:18; Jeremiah 31:15).

After Herod's death an angel appeared
in adream to Joseph while hewas till in
Egypt: “Arise, take the young Child and
His mother, and go to theland of Isragl,
for those who sought the young Child's
lifeare dead” (Maithew 2:20).

When Joseph and Mary returned with
Jesus, God again warned Josephin a
dream not to go to Bethlehem and the
surrounding area, but to moveto the
region of Galilee (verse 22). “And he
cameand dwelt in acity called Nazareth,
that it might be fulfilled which was

spoken by the prophets, *He shall be
called aNazarene' " (verse 23).

L uke summarizesthe childhood of
Jesus: “And the Child grew and became
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the
grace of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:40).
Joseph and Mary continued to exhibit their
humble, faithful approach to God.

After the mention a the time of the
Passover feast in Jerusalem when Jesus
was 12, Joseph isn't mentioned again
in the Gospels. Mary is mentioned four
subsequent times.

Portrait of a believing mother

In the first subsequent mention of Mary,
shewasin the nearby Galilean town of
Cana, where Jesus and His disciples were
invited to awedding feast. When the wed-
ding celebrants ran out of wine, Mary
mentioned the embarrassing predicament
to Jesus (John 2:3).

Jesusreplied that this wasn't amatter
He should be concerned with. Never-
theless He responded to her unspoken
request. Mary told the servantsto do what-
ever Jesustold them to do. Hereplied by
turning some 150 gallons of water into
finewine. Mary learned faith and patience
from this miracle.

The second mention of Mary waswhen
sheand Jesus’ brotherswerewith Himin
Capernaum at apublic gathering (verse 12).
While He wastalking to alarge group of
people, someone informed Him His mother
and brothers wanted to speak with Him.

Jesus responded with agreat spiritua
truth: “*Who is My mother and who are
My brothers? And He stretched out His
hand toward His disciplesand said, ‘Here
are My mother and My brothers! For who-
ever doesthe will of My Father in heaven
isMy brother and sister and mother’”
(Matthew 12:48-50). Doing the will of
God makes us part of God'sfamily, a
brother or sister to Jesus Christ.

Incidentally, this passage demonstrates
that Mary went on to have additiona chil-
dren after Jesuswas born. Mark 6:3 names
four half-brothers—James, Joses, Judas
and Simon—plus an unspecified number
of “gsters” Jesusobvioudy grew upina
family with at least Six siblings, the natural
children of Joseph and Mary. Two, James
and Jude (Judas), later cameto accept that
their elder half-brother wasindeed the
Messiah and went on to write the biblical
books that bear their names.

The third later mention of Mary was



when she and John were standing near
the feet of JesusasHewas crucified. In
spite of the pain and anguish Jesuswas
enduring, He thought of his mother’s
welfare: “When Jesus therefore saw His
mother, and the disciple [John] whom
Heloved standing by, He said to His
mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’
Then He said to the disciple, ‘Behold
your mother!” And from that hour that
discipletook her to hisown home” (John
19:26-27). Mary’sfirstborn son never
dighted Hisresponsibilities, asthis
touching exampleillustrates.

Finally, after Christ's death, resurrec-
tion and ascension to heaven, wefind
Mary, with other faithful followers, pray-
ing together. His disciples“all continued
with one accord in prayer and supplica-
tion, with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with His brothers”
(Acts1:14).

We are introduced to Mary when an
angel tells her she would miraculously
conceive and give birth to the promised
Messiah. At the Bible's last mention of
her, Mary isleft to our memoriesin
faithful prayer to God, awaiting her
son'sreturn.

Although God entrusted Joseph and
Mary with the responsibility and bless-
ing of overseeing the childhood of His
own Son, the family relationship doesn’t
stop there. Jesus Christ hasincluded
others—you and me—in His spiritual
family asHis brothers and sisters
(Matthew 12:48-50; compare Hebrews
2:11). Through Him many more will
sharein God's promise: “I will bea
Father to you, and you shall be My sons
and daughters, saysthe LORD
Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18). Gn
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RecoMMENDED READING

What isfaith? How can you have a
loving, trusting relation-
ship with God? To see
how you can develop
such arelationship with
your Cregtor, be sureto
request your free copy
of the booklet You Can
Have Living Faith.
Please contact the
officeinyour country
(or the country nearest you) listed
on page 2.
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Who Are We?

Who’s Behind The Good News?

dered who we are and how we are able to provide The Good News
free to anyone who requests it.

Simply put, The Good News is provided by people—people from all walks
of life, from all over the world.

But those people share a goal: to proclaim the gospel of the coming King-
dom of God to all the world as a witness and to teach all nations to observe
what Christ commanded (Matthew
24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming
the same message Jesus Christ
brought: the wonderful good news
of the coming Kingdom of God
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke
4:43, 8:1). Gospel means “good
news,” and from this The Good News
gets its name.

The message Jesus brought truly is |
good news: the answer to all man-
kind's problems. Through the pages of The Good News and various booklets
(also free) we show the biblical answers to the dilemmas that have defied
human solution and threaten the very survival of humankind.

We are committed to taking that message to the entire world, sharing the
truth of God's purpose and plan for us as taught by Jesus Christ. Jesus also
told His followers, “Freely you have received, freely

give” (Matthew 10:8). He freely shared

W ho is behind The Good News magazine? Many readers have won-
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7/ this message with us; we freely share it
with all who ask.

Jesus also commanded His followers
to feed His sheep (John 21:15-17). To fulfill
™4 this command, the United Church of God
8 has congregations and ministers around
2 the world. In these congregations believers

assemble to be instructed from the Scrip-

tures and to fellowship. For locations and times of services in your area, write
or call us at the addresses listed inside. Visitors are always welcome.

or additional information, you can use your computer

to access our World Wide Web site on the Internet. The
address www.ucg.org gives you access to general informa- |
tion, back issues of The Good News, booklets and more. .‘

-

United Church of God

an International Association
WWW.UCg.org
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Where Is the World Headed?

Today’s headlines are filled with troubling news—war, famine, natural disasters,
new and baffling diseases, environmental catastrophes and governmental scandals.
The litany of suffering, tragedies and bad news is relentless. Where is the world
headed? Does Bible prophecy give us any answers?

In You Can Understand Bible Prophecy, you'll discover what the Bible

says about where the world is headed. Learn the major themes of

Bible prophecy and God's overall plan for humanity. Find out why

the world is in the condition it’s in—and what it means for you.
For your free copy, write or call us at our office in your country
(or the country nearest

youattheaddress  [United Church of God

listed on page 2 of an International Association
this issue. WWW.ucg.org )
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