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President Holladay Outlines Goals for New Year
At a G | ance Asthenewfiscal year begins, United  department—we're constantly evaluat-  could aways hear the program. you were on one of them, you could
Newsasked Roy Holladay, president of  ing how to do thejob better. Butthat'schangeddramdticdlyinour  pretty well guess that you had quite a
UCGIA, about the goals and plans for Weadl redizein the early days Mr.  age, becauseinourtimeevery mgorcity  large audience. But today, with cable

Elder Ordained in
South Africa

Stanley Bothawas ordained an elder
on May 17. He and his wife, Barbara,
servethe CapeTown, SouthAfrica, con-
gregation.

New Mideast
Booklet Produced

A new booklet, The Middle East in
BibleProphecy, isscheduledto beprint-
edinmid-July. Fifty thousand copiesof
the 32-page, magazine-size booklet are
being printed, asit is being offered to
200,000 GN subscribers in a letter
mailed this month and will be mailed
automatically toal member households.
UCG membersdo not need to request a
copy, asit will bemailed to them.

The booklet should prove to be very
popular, as the Middle East regularly
makestheheadlinesaroundtheworld. It
is dso being offered as the featured
booklet in the July-August issue of The
Good News, which has a cover theme
focusing on Bible prophecy.

Thebooklet, written primarily by edi-
toria writer and Lansing, Michigan, pas-
tor Melvin Rhodes, givesan overview of
prophecies
of theregion
and its peo-
ples back to
Abraham’s
time. It de-
scribes the
historical
fulfillment
of many pro-
phecies,
S showingthat
theBibleisabsolutely accurateand trust-
worthy. It aso goes into the history of
Idam and the roots of the current con-
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See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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the work of the Church in the coming
year and beyond. The interview was
conducted June 30.

What arethemajor goalsfor next
year and beyond in themedia area?

| think our goal is to proclam the
gospd to the world with as much pow-
er and effectivenessaswe possibly can.
We are congtantly evaluating—and
when | say we, | mean Peter Eddington
and those associated with the media

[Herbert] Armstrong was a pioneer in
radioandtelevision. Infact, hewassuch
apioneer that the World Tomorrow pro-
gramhadamgjor impactinthiscountry.
What's happened since then is that
media has become fractured. When the
World Tomorrow program was first
broadcast, therewerefew radio stations,
and a night, most of the clutter was
cleared from the air because they had
clear-channd dationsthat stayed on, so
it didn't matter where you went, you

has sometimes dozens of radio stations
and they dl have different formats.
Some are news, some are music, some
are tak, and some are easy listening,
somearerock. Classicd, jazz, whatev-
er. And 0, therefore, the audience has
been fractured. And most of them stay
onuntil late. And sobeing onradiotoday
doesn't carry asmuch clout asit usedto.

Thesamethingwastrueof television.
Whenwefirs arted ontdevision, there
were only three mgjor channels, so if

systemsand satellitetelevision, you can
havehundredsof televison stationsand
every typeof topic you can think of.
So today, as aresult of that, we fed
that we need to use a multifaceted
approach in media. We need to be on
radio because there hasbeen arenewed
interest in radio with many of the talk
radio programs today. But we do not
have the money to be ableto spend like

See “President,” page 5
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Winners of the Ozzy Engelbart award for best participation at Pinecrest: Janette Willoughby, Amber Epperson,
Jacob Wann, Emily Quant, Josh Kinney, Brittney Kurr and Tiffany Zimmerman; right, on the ropes course

by Joel Meeker

Pinecrest camp facility. Campers traveled from as far

From June 12 to 19, 120 campers from 20 different
Statesand 56 staff membersgathered near Fredericktown,
Missouri, for the annual United Youth Camp at the

away asWashington stateand Floridato participateinthe
camp. Campersstayedinfivegirls and four boys dorms,

See “Camp,” page 7

Being About Our Father’s Business:
Feast Sermon Video Recording Underway

Planning, recording and editing of
this year's Feast sermon video, to be
played a al of United's Feadt sites, is
well underway.

The generd theme this year will be
“Being About Our Father's Business”
The core of thevideo will be split mes-
sages by the chairman, Clyde Kilough,
andthepresident, Roy Holladay. Onthe
Sabbath of June 14, each man recorded
a20-minute, upbest, inspiring message
that focused onthe Feast of Tebernacles.

Clyde Kilough specifically focused
onthefollowing aspects:

» Why are we being prepared as a
people? (God is doing something, and
he'sdoing something through us.)

» How are we being prepared as a
people?

» What isthesize of thejob?

* How doesthisrelatetothemeaning
of the Feast of Tabernacles?

Roy Holladay being taped for the Feast sermon video June 14. Inset: Clay
Thornton mans a camera (photos by Janet Treadway)

Roy Holladay then focused on:

* Beingexcited about theday-to-day
work inwhich weareinvolved.

« Hitting the “heart” with our mes-

sge.

* What is our church “doing” to
accomplishitsmission?
» How doesthisrelatetothemeaning

See “Video,” page 2

Treasurer
Reports on End
of Fiscal Year

B Income up 1.5 percent
(slightly less than the
budgeted amount);
expenses are kept in check.

TheChurch'stotal operatingincome
for the fiscal year that ended June 30,
2003, was very near the budget figure
of $18,240,000. The actual total was
$18,188,000. Thiswasthefirst year in
thelast fivethat actual incomewasless
than budgeted income, but the shortfall
was only three-tenths of one percent.

Given the state of the U.S. economy
over the course of the last year, we are
grateful that theincomeheld up aswell
as it did. It appears evident that the
members and other financial contribu-
torstothework of the United Church of
God continue faithfully and generous-
ly in their support. Most operational
areas came in under budget on the
expenditure side, and those underages
more than made up for the income
shortage. Total operationa expendi-
turesfor the year were $17,756,000.

The results of this past fiscal year
have hel ped us continue progressing to
our goalsof financia stability, support
of the operational imperatives of the
Church and adequiate reserves.

Hereis a breakdown of income, by
category. Category One includes first

See “Treasurer,” page 6
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At a Glance

Continued from page 1

flict between the Arab world and | sradl
and itssupporters.

Severa other booklets are in the
works, including one on the Old and
New Covenantsand another on how the
true religion of the Bible was trans-
formed over the centuriesinto the pseu-
do-Chrigtianity widely extant today.

Scott Ashley

Applicants Being
Interviewed for
Ministerial/
Leadership Seminar

Ministerial  Services (MS) has
received 23 gpplications for the Minis-
terial/Leadership Seminar scheduled for
the Labor Day weekend. Four were
requested to put off gpplicationfor alat-
er date, and one withdrew his applica
tion. Richard Pindlli, MSoperation man-
ager, and MSteam membersarein the
processof interviewingthe18remaining
applicants mogtly by telephone. Plans
are to complete the interviews by mid-
duly.

“Our focusintheMinisterial/L eader-
ship Program has evolved asour under-
gtanding of how to work with our man-
power and leadership grows” said Mr.
Pindli.“Thiswill beapivotd year aswe
view what is needed to show uswhoiin
thefield hasthefruitsand theleedership
to be ordained as an elder and who has
thepotentid for full-timepastora duties.
We are a'so developing an active pro-
gram for many of those who attended
last year'sleadership seminars. Wehope
to have this program developed before
theFeast of Tabernaclestosharewithall
the pastorsand elders”

Of this year's applicants, three are
edersand 10 haveattended Ambassador
College ThereweremoreddersandAC
graduateslast year. “ Our emphasiswill
changefrom pastora toministerid lead-
ership,” Mr. Pindlli said. Though the staff
will still belooking for thosewho might
bementored to becomefull-timepastors
inthefuture, the seminar classeswill be
designed to giveleadership training that
will be beneficid to al the couplesand
thelr congregations.

Ministeria Services has hired eight
meninthelast two years, and has bud-
getedfor threenew hiresthisfiscd year.
Theannua Minigteria/L eadership Sem-
inar isonetool intheongoing processof
helping totrain future leaders.

“Video,” continued from page 1

of the Feast of Tebernacles?

In addition, the videotaped sermon
messagewill include:

* Anecdotesfrom new memberswith
first-person accounts of how they were
calledinto God's Church.

* A look a what United is doing to
accomplishits God-given gods.

* An examination of how UCG is
using asubscriber development plan to
bring Good News readers aong into a
deeper understanding of the truth,
including encouraging moredonorsand
coworkersto beinvolved.

* A focus on one international area
and what is being done to preach the
gospdl and prepare the peoplethere.

To cover thelast point, Peter Edding-
tonwasabletovisit brethrenin both the
Mexico City and Monterrey, Mexico,
congregations, spending the Sabbeth of
June28inMonterrey wherehegavethe
sermon.

On Thursday evening, June 26, 14 of

the Mexico City brethren were inter-
viewed and gave their impressions of
beinginthe Church, and recounted their
experiencesof whentheir eyeswerefirst
opened to the truth of God. The down-
town Mexico City home of adeaconess
and her husband, Celia and Augustin
Garcia wasused for thevideotapingand
an enjoyable potluck dinner.

Around 20 members of the Monter-
rey congregation of around 40 people
recorded their church experiences dur-
ing the Sabbath afternoon. Itisingpiring
and emotiond to hear the storiesof how
God'sHoly Spiritworksinthemindsof
His people no matter where they are
located around theworld. Many related
the chalenges of living in apoor coun-
try, some traveling many hoursto Sab-
bath serviceseachweek onpublictrans-
portation.

Mr. Eddington was dso ableto gath-
erb-rall footageof bothcities, including
the crowds and traffic of one of the
world's largest cities, Mexico City. He
visited the pyramids at Teotihuacan

Above, the Monterrey,
Mexico, congregation;
right, Celia and Augustin
Garcia; far right, Enrique
Granados and Pablo and

Tere Dimakis (photos by Peter Eddington)

about 35milesoutsideof thecapitd city,
and spent time in the world famous
Museum of Anthropology. The loca
ministry and their wivesensuredthet Mr.
Eddington found his way around the
country by accompanying him on the
videotaping project. They included
Pablo and Tere Dimakis, Enrique and

|

L -
Esther Granados, and Larry and Blanca
Roybal.

We'relooking forwardtofeaturingthis
smal portion of the Mexican brethrenin
this year's Feast sermon video, helping
each of us to understand our brethren
around theworld alittle better!

Peter Eddington

Frequently Asked Questions About the Sabbath School Program

Wheredol find thelessons?

The Sabbath School Teacher's Out-
lines are available on the Internet at
www.ucgyouth.org/resources'ss. They
can be downloaded in PDF format for
use by teachersor by parentswho wish
to adapt them for their own children.

Are congregations of the United
Church of God required to usethese
outlinesfor their youth ingtruction?

No! These Sabbath School Teecher's
Outlines are being made available for
any congregations that desire to use
them. Some teachers prefer to use their
ownmeteria or other programs. Instruc-
torsmay use someor al of the outlines
depending upon their need.

Therearefour lessonsprepared for
each month during the school year.
What if you do not meet four times?

If aparticular program doesnot meet
each week, the teachers have the option
of choosing which lessonsthey will uti-
lize that month. We recommend, how-
ever, that ingtructors follow the basic
progression of the lessons throughout
the year since the program has been

designed to maintain a flow from one
month to the next.

When doyou recommend Sabbath
school classesbe held each Sabbath?
Can they beheld during services?

How each Sabbath school program
fitsinto thetimealotted for church ser-
vicesand fellowshipisto bedetermined
by the church leadership of each con-
gregation. Somehavethe classesbefore
or after services, and some have them
during a portion of the service. We do
not recommend that classesbe conduct-
ed during the sermon onaregular basis.

Are teachers permitted to edit or
use portions of the outlines, or must
they follow it exactly aswritten?

It isunderstood that every teacher
will not follow the outlinesword for
word. Adding some personal illus-
trations, omitting some references
and modifying thelessonsinaminor
way is acceptable. However, since
the Church has approved the cur-
riculumand outlines, weask instruc-
torsnot to extensively revisetheles-
son so that the original message

developed by theauthor istill reflected.

Why are somelessonslonger ?

Over 25 different individuals con-
tributed to writing the outlines. Though
there were genera guidelines for uni-
formity, wedllowed eachteacher thelat-
itudeto devel op themain purpose of the
lesson ashe or shefelt necessary. Thus,
the lessons express a cohesiveness and
smilarity, yet reflect theindividud style
and abilitiesof each writer.

How do we arrange our classssif
weonly haveoneor two studentsina
gradelevel?

The pastor and Sabbath school coor-
dinators can determine the best way to
organize classesand present the materi-
a.When making adjustments, some-
times the art projects will need to be
modified. Weunderstand that every con-
gregationwill not alwayshavesufficient
numbers to have six levels.Combining
levelsisacceptable, if necessary.

I noticed in oneof theteacher’sout-
linesthat a resource was referenced
that contained illugtrations of Jesus.
What is the Sabbath school policy

with respect to pictures or illustra-
tionsof Chrigt?

The United Church of God continues
tomaintainour long-held practiceof not
including picturesor depictionsof Jesus
Chrigt in our publications. Because of
respect for the Second Commandment
and our redlization that no one knows
exactly what Jesuslooked like, weavoid
attempts at portraying our Savior. Our
Sabbath School Teacher's Outlines
reflect thispolicy by notincluding draw-
ings or representations of Jesus.

Occasiondly, the writers of the
lessonshave pointed the Sabbath school
ingtructorsto outs deresourcesthat they
fed may help enhancethe effectiveness
of the overal subject matter. Although
theseresourcesmay themselvescontain
certainillustrationsor representations; it
is not the intent of the author that the
teachersdraw astudent'sattentiontoany
specific portraya of Jesus. The Sabbath
school program policy is to not create
imagined images, provide coloring
materiads or creste a man-made depic-
tion of Jesus Christ for our children. un
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Caribbean Camp
Cancelled for 2003

The Caribbean camp planned for
Jamaicathisyear will not beheld, camp
director Todd Carey announced. “Inthe
course of planning we encountered

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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News From Around the World

Australia Attains 20,000 Good News Distribution Goal

by Ruth Root

With the deadline of June 30, 2003,
fast approaching, theAustralian Media
and Publishing Committeewaspleased
to report that the god for expansion of
the Good News mailing list to 20,000
had been reached.

When this expansion goa was
approved by the Australian National
Council in May 2002, the Media and
Publishing Operational Plan listed in
some detail the methods that would be
used to reach thisgoal.

National Advertising

At thetime of the formulation of the
2002/2003 Operationa Plan, therewere
plans to advertise the long-awaited
booklet The Middle East in Prophecy.
Sincethe publication date of thisbook-
let hasheen delayed, the committee suc-
cessfully reranapreviousadvertisement
featuring The United Satesand Britain
in Bible Prophecy in The Reader’s
Digest aswell asrunning it in Junein
Take Five magazine.

Targeting Tasmania

The Austraian Media and Publish-
ing Committee has also successfully
incorporated the use of the card-deck
type advertising used in the United
States into its program in Australia.
Horizon Media has given us a consid-
erable reduction in price and we have
had successful results from a* Yellow
Envelope’ dropin Tasmania

Tasmania was chosen as the Site for
thedigtribution asprevioustestswiththis
medium have indicated that more
acceptableresultsareachieved by adver-

tisnginrura areas. Tasmaniaisanarea
withtwoloca eldersand adeaconinres-
idence. The members there dso enjoy
regular pastord visits from Barry
Williams, thepastor for theregion. Thus,
anyone God cdlsasaresult of thiscard
dropwould haveawarm andloving con-
gregation to welcomethem.

Exciting Results
One advantage of working in the

Australian Nationa Officeisthat we
can see first-hand the immediate
resultsthese advertising effortsbring.

For instance, already some who
responded to this Yellow Envelope
drop in Tasmania have called back,
amazed at the information provided
inour literature and enthusiastically
requesting additional literature and,
in some cases, the Bible Study
Course.

A Job for Everyone

Aswdl asthenationd action sepsfor
media outlined in the 2002/2003 plan,
there were many initiatives listed in
which Church members could involve
themselves. These initiatives included
the distribution of letterbox cards and
cardholders and the establishment of
market stallsand newsstands.

Ashasbecometypica inthe history
of the United Church of God in Aus-

tralia, themembersrosetotheoccasion,
far beyond what was expected, with
very encouraging results from these
programs. It'simpossibleto accurately
cal culate the savings to the Church for
which these members have been
responsible. As Roy Hickford men-
tioned in arecent address about media
and publishing mattersto the Brisbane
congregation, “ Thereé'sajob for every-
oneif youwantit” un

Volunteers Preach the Gospel at the Toowoomba Market

by Anne Burchard

The recent unprecedented public
outcry against the war in Iraq and the
constant bombardment of other emo-
tionally charged news coverage gives
members a compelling desire to
become involved in preaching the
gospel. But how? Inspiration came
once again from the pages of the Unit-
ed News Augtraliain an article record-
ingtheeffortsof membersmanninglit-
erature sallsat marketsand fairs.

So, armed with signs, stands and
over 600 pieces of literature, we set up
agdl at 6 am. at the Sunday marketin
Toowoomba, Queendand. Feeling
somewhat exposed, we braced our-
selvesfor thefrontline stand.

Understandably, interest was con-
servativebut, neverthel ess, theresponse
was encouraging, with a varied selec-
tion of literature being taken. Inquiries
camefrom peopleof different religious
persuasions with the most prevalent

question being, “What do you
believe?’ Thisinitialy caught us off
guard and was the classic example of
aways being ready to give an answer.
The booklet The Fundamental Beliefs
of the United Church of God assisted
usgreztly.

Interest was expressed by people
from other lands such as Brazil, the
Balkans, Africa and the Philippines.
One person asked us to notify the
National Officeto update his subscrip-
tion to The Good News from New
South Walesto Queendand.

As the market stalls were closing
down, avendor fromanearby stall took
several booklets. The highlight came
when an Asian family appeared asthe
packed boxes were waiting to be
loaded. As they began rummaging in
theboxes, weinformed themthey were
welcome to anything they wanted.
Their reply was that they dready had
some booklets asthey had picked up a
Good News a a newsstand at a shop-

ping center two months previously. No
doubt thestrategically placed signshad

been blanketed with |etterbox drops,
Yellow Envelopeadvertisements, Aus-
tralia Post householder
carddeliveries, thewaiting
room program and news-
stands (with acurrent out-
put of 1,000 Good News
magazines per issue).
Encouraging  results
from the members
prayers and volunteer
efforts are becoming
increasingly  apparent.
Two new people have

Anne Burchard manning the literature stand at
the Toowoomba Market

caught their eye from a distance and
they recognized the familiar advertise-
ment. They took numeroushbookletsfor
themselves and their families.

Our conclusion was that the greater
the exposure, the grester the response.
Toowoomba, in the last two years, has

atended services, onehav-
ing responded to the post-
card delivery and the other
tothemarket stal.

Our intentions are to make the mar-
kets a regular feature as members
demonstrate their desire for world
peace by focusing greater efforts on
spreading thegospel . Asthedoorsopen
wewill walk through them infaith that
God will providetheincrease. un

UCG-Australia Treasurer
Grateful for Surplus

Thearticlesonthispagearefromthe
April-June 2003 issue of United News
Augtrdia Thisreport is fromthe trea-
surer of UCGinAugtralia, Drew Efimov.

We were very blessed during the
March quarter with our income for the
financid year remaining abovethelevel
we had planned. In both February and
March, for example, wereceived $7,000
[Augtrdianthroughout] infirst tithesand
offeringsabovewhat we had anticipated
receiving in each month. This has been
atrend for most of thelast nine months.

As aresult, over the course of the
financid year we have received dmost
$100,000 more in first tithes and offer-
ings than we expected. Most of these
additional receipts were in the July to
October period.

Our overdl incomeposition remained
very hedlthy asweenteredtheHoly Day
season. TheUnleavened Bread offerings
were aso sgnificantly above the level
we had expected. Adding to our receipts

have been interest earnings above what
weplanned. Thesehavemorethan com-
pensated for the U.S. subsidy receipts,
which arelower in our handsasaresult
of the strength of theAustraian dollar.

The Festival Fund and Assistance
Fund are the main areas where our
receiptscontinueto be much lower than
we expected. We have received $6,560
less than we expected in the Festival
Fund and $3,650 |ess than expected in
theAssistance Fund.

The expenses side of the ledger
remainswell restrained. Our total expen-
ditureismorethan $63,650 below what
we had expected by March.

Our surplusis very much better than
we expected it to be at thistime of the
year and we have very much for which
to begrateful. Despite very difficult cir-
cumstancesin the surrounding environ-
ment from the drought, the war in Irag
and fears of travel asaresult of SARS,
we have been given the blessing of a
cocoon from which to operate. un

Australian Youth Committee Uses
E-mail and Web Site to Serve Youth

Through avariety of initiatives, the
United Youth Committee in Australia
amsto promote God' smessage of hope
invariouswaysto the Churchyouthand
asothosewho comein contact withthe
Church youth.

Communicating With
Isolated Youth

One initiative that the committee is
pursuingisto construct an E-mail list of
theyouthintheChurch, especialy those
who cannot attend regular services, to
help facilitate more regular communi-
cation with othersof their own age.

Using the Web

A second initiative being planned is
for membersof the United Youth Com-
mittee to work with the Media Com-
mittee in regularly updating the youth
pages of the Australian Web site and to
aso develop some interective fecilities
for the pages.

At the next Youth Committee meet-
inginAugust further discussionswill be
held asto the ways in which the Youth
Committee can help with the Web Site,
including how youth of the Church
could participate.

Kim Mihaec hasbeen appointed the
editor of theYouth page, and shewill be
ably assstedin certain software matters
by her husband, Steve Mihaec.

Itemsyoung people could contribute
include storieswith pictures, reportson
Holy Days and church events, artwork
andarticleswithlinksto United Church
of God literature, etc. A Youth Commit-
tee member from each state area has
been appointed to be responsible for
collecting and collating theseitems.

It isimportant that young members
of the public who log onto the site be
ableto seewhat we, asachurch, do for
activities, etc. We sometimes getsques-
tions from parents concerning the kind
of activities we have for young people,

and the Web site could be developed
into an informative source for them.

New Summer Camp Location
The Australian Summer Camp will
beheldat anew location, the Hesthcote
Scout Campinthesouthern part of Syd-
ney, Dec. 19to Dec. 28. Many campers
felt it was time for a change, and we
were also informed that the cot of the
camp used for the last three years had
increased by over athird. The good
news is that the cost for camp will
remain the same at $240 per camper.
Some of the activities planned
include: Chrigtian Living classes, dance,
speaking club workshops, life skill
classes, canoeing, row boats, mountain
bikesinthe National Park, hikeswithin
theNational Park, craft, foothall, games
room (including tabletennis, pool table
and soccer game), swimming and sports
activitiesat agporting complex.
Don Goodger and Bruce Dean
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Two More Baptisms
in Malawi

Bill Jahns, pastor of the Johannes-
burg, SouthAfrica, and Maawi congre-
gations, completed atripto Maawi June
24. Two baptisms were performed
(Ruth Elliaand Mesech Chonde) and a
signwasplaced at thewell near Balaka
that was funded by LifeNets.

Report From
Zambia

Derrick and Cherry Pringle, who run
the small office in Zambiawhich aso
handles literature requests from neigh-
boring Malawi, reportedthatinMay 250
Good News magazines were posted to
readers in Zambia, 200 to Malawi and
550 werehand ddlivered around the Cop-
perbelt region of Zambia to clinics,
librariesand other establishmentsin sev-
erd towns. They mailed 191 booklets.

“Theeconomy onthe Copperbdltison
acontinua downdrift,” they reported.“In
the last four weeks we have only man-
aged to get 80 litersof diesd—therejust
isnone. We have had no weter from the
Council for 10 days. But lifegoeson!”

Report From
Zimbabwe

Mike and Primrose Mukarati, who
handlethe mailing officein Zimbabwe,
reported that 1,380 copies of the
March/April Good News were mailed,
aswell as 150 booklets.

“We continue braving theworsening
economic crigis. Inflation now exceeds
200 percent. Thefuel Situationispartic-
ularlyworrying . . . Thecongestionand
anarchy at fuel stationsondelivery days
issomething one cannot fully describe.
Prim and | spent the whole day from
6:30am. to5p.m. and did not get any.”

South Africa
Reports Growth

At the Nationa Council meeting for
Southern Africa May 25, the financial
report wasonceagan very positive, with
substantial increases in income. Total
money in the bank was 314,053 rand.

TheGood News subscriptionlist now
stands at 11,860, up from 4,600 in
November 2000. Average piecesof mail
received per monthisnow 1,495, up 63
percent over the last two years.

U.K. Pentecost Up

Total attendance in the six British
Idescongregationswas 118 (compared
to 101 in 2002) and the total offering
was 2,675.30 pounds (compared to
2,477.30 last year, up 8 percent).

United Youth Corps Volunteers Teach in Thailand

Five United Youth Corps volunteers
havebegunwork asteachersat theLegar
¢y Indtitute School in ChiangMai, Thai-
land. Ryan Foster, from the Jefferson,
Oregon, congregation; Roberta Bauier,
from the Akron, Ohio, congregation;
Jessa Moser, from the St. Louis, Mis-
souri, congregation; Aaron Greider,
from the Belleville, Illinois, congregar
tion; and Heather Beyer, from the
Kansas City, Missouri, congregation,
|eft the United States on June 2 for the
flight to Bangkok viaTokyo. Jod Meek-
er, coordinator of the United Youth
Corps, traveled with the group.

The Legacy Foundation was begun
by Mr.and Mrs. Leon Sextoninaneffort
to continuethework Herbert Armstrong
beganinThailandinthe 1970s. Mr. Sex-
ton wasintimately involved in the vari-
ous Ambassador College and Founda-
tion projects in Thailand through the
years.

The Legacy school was founded to
giveeducationa opportunitiestoyoung
adultsfromtheKarenand Katchintribes
in Burma and Thailand. These tribal
groups often do not have the same
opportunities as ethnic Burmese or
Thais Severd of thestudentscomefrom
Sabbath-keeping familieslivingin Bur-
ma. Thestudentstakeclassesin English,
Speech, computers, agriculture and the
Bible. Our volunteersareteaching some
of these classes aswell as participating
in an outreach program to loca Thai
public schools.

After about 30 hours of travel the
group arrived in Bangkok a midnight
on Tuesday June 3, with a12-hour time
differencefromtheMidwest of theUnit-
ed Sates After ashort nightinahotel in
Bangkok, they went onawhirlwind tour
of Bangkok before flying on to Chiang
Mai. In Bangkok they went first to the
royd templeand palace complex at Wat
PraKaew. From there they took a one-
hour klong (Thai for canal) tour in a
long-tailed boat. This gave the volun-
teersaglimpseof how many residentsof
Bangkok live, where waterways are the
Sreetsof their neighborhoods.

Thenthey visted theRed Crosssnake
farmwhere poisonous snekesareraised
for their venom, which is used to make
antivenins. The volunteers had the
chanceto seesevera kindsof cobras, to

seeacobra“milked” of itsvenomandto
have their photo taken with a friendly
(nonvenomous) python around their
necks!

After alatelunch it wastimeto head
totheairport for theflightto ChiangMai
where they arrived in the evening. Mr.
Sextonmet thegroup and drovethemto
the Legacy campus about half an hour
out of ChiangMai. Thursday and Friday
were orientation days, which included
getting settled

the highway heading north out of Chi-
ang Mai. We are maybe 15 miles north
of ChiangMai, and 2 or 3milessouth of
Mae Rim, which isasmal town. Here
inBaan Mae Sathereisan open-air mar-
ket where fruits, vegetables, eggs and
someother thingsaresold. Thereisaso
asmdl generd store, severd restaurants,
some Internet cafes, two copy shops
(i.e., placeswith a photocopy machine)
and some other small businesses. The

school isonthe corner of the

intonew lodg-
ings, getting
acquainted
with the cam- |
pus, hearing
anoverview of
thehistoryand |
goals of the
foundation
and meeting |
with Bonnie
Turner and
Heidi Hanisko
who have been teaching at the school

for the past year. Curriculumand class §

planning began right away.

On the Sabbath and Pentecost ser-
viceswere held a the school, with an
attendance of about 40 people, before
Mr. Meeker said good-bye to the new
teachersand headed home.

Update From a Volunteer
Ryan Foster sent an update, part of
whichisincluded here:

i -l h
“The students haveawiderangeof o, the kiong in Bangkok: Aaron Greider, Jessa
ability in English. A couplecanspeak \joser, Roberta Bauer, Heather Beyer and Ryan
and understand very little and others  Fogter: Heather with a friendly python; right: Jessa,
arepretty good at spesking and liten- g nie Turmer, Roberta, Ryan and Heidi Hanisko

discuss curriculum planning (photos by Joel Meeker)

ing—especialy the second-year stu-
dents. They all spesk at least two other
languages well; some can understand
haf adozenlanguages. | hopetolearna
least some Thai and Burmesewhilel am
here. Most of the students know
Burmeseand thereisplenty of opportu-
nity to practice Thai around here. Right
now | can only say hello, good-bye,
thanks, what's your name? and a few
other things, and | can read about half of
the Thai alphabet.

“I will try to giveyouapictureof what
[the ared] lookslike. The school isina
smdl villagecalled (1 think) BaanMae
Sa Itisabout aquarter of amile off of

main drag and one of the
roads out to the
highway. |
“The school

school  building
withalargeclass-

room, a computer lab/classroom and
kitchen on the bottom. Upstairsis the
girls dorm. Across the driveway is the
boys' dorm. Behind that isthehut | am
livingin a themoment.

“Beyond the boys' dorm and my
hut are the boys' bathhouse and the
teachers' house. The teachers' house
hasalargeliving roomwith two glass
walls, which we use as an office.
Thereisadeck attached to the house,
and on the deck is a small room we
use as a classroom. Around all these
buildings is awall. There are some

treesand plantsin the compound too.

“Down the road alittle way, in the
middleof town, isthe apartment build-
ing. Itisathree-gtory whitebuilding with
15 gpartments. A Church member rents
one of the bottom apartments and the
school rents two of the top apartments
for the teachers. Out front thereis park-
ing for bikes and scooters and a * spirit
house!

“A spirit house is alittle house on a
pedestd for spirits Theideaisthet if the
demons (not necessarily badintheview
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of the Buddhists) have a
separateplacetolive, then
they won't come live in
the main house. People
leavelittlefood and drink
offerings on the stand for
the spirits. It is quite
ridiculous. Therearealot
of these little houses
around.

“Spesking of Bud-
dhism, one thing that is
kind of funny is seeing a
bunch of teenage monks
inthe Internet cafes play-
ing computer games.

“Anyway, about amile
ondowntheroadisfarmland, andthisis
where the farmhouse islocated. Thisis
where the Sextons live and where the
studentsgrow crops organically.

“Well, thet is about dl | have to say
for now except that thereareal ot of bugs
here, itisusualy pretty warm and | am
learning to enjoy eeting rice with every
med”

Our United Youth Corps volunteers
would appreciateyour prayersfor God's
guidanceand protection asthey servein
thisexciting project in Southeast Asia.
Joel Meeker

UCG-British Isles Holds Sixth Annual General Meeting

The sixth annua general meting of
the United Church of God-British Ides
took placein Gloucester June 29.

The meeting was attended by all of
the members of the National Council,
plus other Church members who are
members of the Church asacharity. In
total, 18 people were present, with an
additional number participating by
meansof postd balloting.

After the meeting was opened with
prayer, the chairman, Bryan Ellams,
addressed the meeting and related how
the work of the charity had continued
through the past year, and concluded
withwordsof thanksto themembers of
theNationa Council, tothemembersof

the Church and to the Cincinnati home
office of UCGIA for its ongoing assis-
tance and support.

Following the chairman's report, the
chief executive officer, Peter Hawkins,
reported on some of the chdlengesand
successesthe Church hasexperiencedin
the last year, highlighting some topics
that would form the foundation of the
business plan hewould present.

Next, Brian Penheiro, the treasurer,
gave a summary of the Church's
accounts for its financial year ending
June 30, concluding that the Church
shouldenditsfinancia year withincome
ahead of budget and expenditure gener-
aly on budget.

In the business portion of the meet-
ing, Jan Schroeder, a nonexecutive
member of the National Council whose
term expired, wasreturned for afurther
three-year term; and the Church’s bud-
get proposal for its new financid year
dartingon July 1 wasratified.

Finaly, Mr. Hawkins presented the
Church's plan for the next year, which
he summarized under seven headings:

Church: Assigning of pastors; devel-
oping speakers, new areas and youth;
selection of Feast Sites efc.

Finences Finding better interest rates,
reporting to home office; etc.

National Council: Effective use of
subcommittees; clarify the constitu-

tion; review of CEO's performance.

Office: Evaluation of need for central
office; useof mailing fulfilment compa:
ny for distribution of GN; etc.

Internet: Loca content on Web Sites,
eg., commentaries; interaction with
Europe's youth; use of search engines;
promotion of \ertical Thought megezine.

GoodNews: Review of Thelnforma-
tion Servicefor promotion; develop pro-
grams memberswould like to teke part
in; Reader’s Digest reduced-rate adver-
tising; semiannua letters; etc.

Redio: Development of 15-minute
programs, recording several presenters;
placing on Web site; seeking affordable
radiooutlets. un
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President Holladay Outlines Goals for New Fiscal Year

“President,” continued from page 1

someone like a Rush Limbaugh to be
ableto get on hundredsand hundreds of
radio stetions. So we do hopeto contin-
ue to increase the effectiveness of the
Good Newsradio program, doingthatin
two ways. As the next few years go
aong, we hope to be able to have more
gationsand dsoto pruneback thosesta
tions that we find are not effective and
just stay on those that we find truly are
effective.

TV—we have public-access televi-
sion right now. In the last two Good
News magazineswe've had the TV and
radio logs published. And we have the
Tomorrow program produced by the
Portland [Oregon] church areaand the
Good Newsprogram produced by Beloit
[Wisconsin]. And we're hoping that we
can have those on 200 to 250 outlets by
the end of this next fiscd year. Now in
order to do that it's going to teke coop-
eration between those aress, the home
office and the local church areas.
Because basicaly most of the public-
accesstelevison channdsarefree, soa
local churchmember whowouldliketo
beabletoputitoninhisares, just bas-
cally hasto contact theloca channel and

Good News magazine, and hopefully
that's something we can obtain, but
we'recertainly goingto set that asagod
to shoot for.

The booklets—we have 30 major
booklets that address subjects on
almost every topic you can think of.

Hegivestheincrease. But Hedoeswork
through human beings. And we haveto
plant; we haveto helpwater. But Godis
the one who gives the growth and the
increase. And so we've got to be pre-
pared. It's like the old motto—be pre-
pared and the opportunity will come. If

We'd also like to emphasize more of appealing not only to the head, but
the heart. We do a wonderful job in writing articles that clearly explain
and expound what the Bible says, but we're hoping to be able to write
in such a way that it moves people, that people will want to respond. In
five years we have the goal of having one million circulation for the

Good News magazine . . .

One of the exciting areas that we're
looking into is developing our “first-
contact” booklets. These would be
smaller publications that a person
might be able to put in their pocket,
read in 10 minutesand be written with
some human interest involved.

So this is an area that we hope to
develop. First-contact literature would
try tograb peoplée'sattention, direct them
towards our Web siteor other literature,
and then they could order the major
booklets, correspondence course and
magazines. This is something that in
August we plan to bring to the Council

We're hoping that we can have [the TV programs] on 200 to 250
outlets by the end of this next fiscal year . . . Basically we need people
who can help sponsor it in their own local areas.

then we can provide the tapesfor them.
Basically we need peoplewho can help
sponsor itintheir ovnloca areas Sowe
redizethat radioand TV are extremely
important.

The Good News magazine continues
to be our flagship publication. We're
hovering between 450t0 500,000 circu-
lation. And we're always looking at
waysto improveit. Our god isto meke
themagazineand our literature aseffec-
tive as possible in reaching out to this
world. Weredlizethat it hasamultifac-
eted purposein itself—to teach, to edu-
cate, toingruct, towarn, to beawitness.

Our objectiveis to preach the good
news about the coming Kingdom of
God, but so to give readers hope now.
Sooneof thethingsthat wewant tolook
at with the Good Newsmagazineishow
to make it more positive—so that there
isgood news, that there are things that
people can do now. The Bible, aswe
know, givesavery practica approachon
how tolivelife. Asan example, how to
have happy marriages, how to rear your
children, how to besuccessful at work—
everything that you do. And we started
anew seriesinthe Good News (“Living
Chrigtianity”) and the emphasisin this
new sectionisto show apractica appli-
cationof theBibletoour daily lives That
truly is good news now and it is good
newsfor thefuture.

We'd dso like to emphasize more of
gppedling not only to the head, but the
heart. We do awonderful job inwriting
articlesthat clearly explainand expound
wheat theBiblesays, but we' rehoping to
be able to write in such away that it
moves people, that people will want to
respond. In five years we have the goa
of having onemillion circulation for the

to show them different examples, illus-
trationsof how to dothis, and thenhope-
fully begin to proceed withit.

Our Web sites, we redlize, are mgjor
aress for future growth. The big thing
right now that wewant tobeinaposition
to take advantage of isthe convergence
of Internet and television. You can put a
television program or avideo on aWeb
ste on the Internet; you could literaly
have hundreds of people watching it
simultaneoudy. Peoplecould download
itandrecordit. Soweredizethat asthis
technology begins to develop and
expand in the future, we need to be pre-
paredforit. Weplanto upgradeour abil-
ity to Streaminformation.

We want people to come to our Web
siteand do their Bible study, check for
news, doresearch. Our E-learningmod-
ules are designed for that purpose, so
we'll be ableto put the correspondence
course and other booklets online. And
people will be able to come and study.
TherearereligiousWeb sitesthat havea
million or more hits a month, and we
would like to increase our Web sitesto
reech that potential.

What we must never forget is that
God is the one who opens doors. He's

we're not prepared, then we may miss
anopportunity that God providesfor us.

Onethingweredize, too, istha we're
dl ateam. And the Church is working
together with al of us collectively—
through our prayers, our efforts, our

Roy Holladay at a Council meeting in May
(photo by Janet Treadway)

tithes, our offerings, locd involve-
ment—to be able to get awork done.
And so we do gppreciate the help of al
thebrethren.

What arethemaj or goalsnext year
for theminigterial area?

of our congregations. That's still our
am. And not only just to have a pastor
there, but that hewould haveaservant's
heart and that hewould love God's peo-
ple.And our ministersdo avery finejob
inthat area.

Butall of uscanobvioudy continueto
grow. The Minigterial/Leadership Pro-
gram was esteblished with thisin mind.
We redlize that as the ministry ages,
retires, hashedlth problems, weneed to
develop moreleaders, and more pastors
to help guide the flock, feed the flock,
lovetheflock. And solast year we start-
ed, | think, a unique program. | don’t
know of any other organization that has
something like thisup and running. We
hopeto continuethis programright into
thefuture, to help train couplesin lead-
ership and thosewho havethe potential
to become ministers. And as aresult of
last year's program, over the last year,

we have hired five new men.

So our mgjor goal isto con-
tinue to further the effective-
nessof our minigtry in pastor-
ing and as part of that to help
themto continueimproveinal
facetsof ministry. And dsoin
their spesking.

Thehedlthof theminigtry is
a great concern. And this is
something that we congtantly
are talking about, looking for
ways to not burn our ministry
out, but to help them asfar as
their health. The problem is
many of our minitersaremul-
titasking. Eventhoughwehave
smaller congregations, many are till
having to travel just as far on the Sab-
bath as they used to in the early days.
Someof them havethreeor four church-
esor morethat they're pastoring.

But not only do our men pastor today.
Many of themwrite, many of them edit,

What we must never forget is that God is the one who opens doors. He's
the one who gives us the opportunity for preaching the gospel. He can
provide opportunities that we aren't even aware of presently, that we

don't know anything about.

Well, let me statefirst that Ministeri-
a Services exigts to serve and help the
ministry and the Church. Youlook at the
fact that we havetheministry, themem-
bershipandtheyouthwithinthe Church.
Ministerial Services exists to serve and
tohdpall of thesedifferent groups. Our
god that we have for the coming year,
and into the future, isto help the min-

We want people to come to our Web site and do their Bible study,
check for news, do research . .. There are religious Web sites that
have a million or more hits a month, and we would like to increase
our Web sites to reach that potential.

theonewho givesustheopportunity for
preaching the gospel. He can provide
opportunitiesthat wearen't even avare
of presently, that we don't know any-
thing about. As 1 Corinthians 3 Sates,
God isthe onethat doesthe caling and

istry to continue to grow in aloving,
serving, humble approach towards the
membership.

When United first started, we under-
stood clearly the biblical principle of
providing a shepherd and pastor for al

many of them review on doctrind and
prophecy committees, Sit onvarioustask
forces, run camps, serve at the youth
camps, run Feest Sites, areregiond pas-
torsandMinigteria Servicesteammem-
bers, serve on the Council, ABC, the
adminigtration, plusthedaily careof the
Church. We're looking at the workload
of our ministry and how to adjust it so
that we don’t wear our men out.

Wehavetoredizethat theministry is
older. The average age of the ministry
today is57intheUnited States. Insome
of the countries around the world, it's
older. Such as Canada, where | believe
it's62 yearsof age.

We'relooking a how we can contin-
ueto feed, teach and educate the mem-
bershipand our youth. | think asmost of
you will remember, we've had a four-
pronged approach to educationin Unit-
ed. Generd education for the entire

membership, ministerial  education
focusing on the ministry, youth educa
tion and focused education—wherewe
focus on things such as addictions and
acoholism.

Wehavefound that the General Con-
ference of Elders mesting isawonder-
ful way of educating and covering top-
icsof major importance to theministry.

We hope to have one-day regiona
ministerial conferences this coming
year, where we will be able to cover
especialy topics dedling with leader-
ship, developing leadership in loca
aress.

We've had Youth magazine three
years online, but we've found that in
order for this magazine to be effective,
we need to put it in the hands of our
youth. So the Council hasjust approved
changing thetitle Youth United to \erti-
cal Thought. And we hope to have our

Our goal that we have for the coming year, and into the future,
is to help the ministry to continue to grow in a loving, serving,
o humble approach towards the membership.

first hard copy of that magazine out pri-
or to the Feest of Tabernacles.

Theideaisto haveit in the hands of
our young people and basically to start
withitwill beamagazinedirectedtothe
youth of the Church. But as time goes
on, itwill expand and bemede available
tothepublic. Right now, wewill only, as
far asthepublicisconcerned, try todraw
them to our Web site where they can
view it there.

What arethemajor goalsnext year
for theadminigtration?

Thehomeofficestaff issmall, butit's
avery close-knit group. Our god isto
continueto develop and foster that close-
ness in our working relationship, to
improve the skills and abilities of the
employees. One thing that we're doing
tofoster aclosenessisevery Monday we
havea* compass check” wherewe cov-
erabiblica principlethat pertainstodl
of usinour livesor intheoffice, andwe
discuss upcoming eventsthat are going
to take place. We have periodic staff
meetingsto discusssubjectsthat pertain
to the home office. Recently we had a
number of meetings where we covered
servant leadership and how it appliesin
the workplace. And those proved to be
very successful.

Wehaveamanagement teamthat dis-
cusses dmogt dl of the topicsthat per-
tain to the home office, and topics dso
that weneed to present to the Council of
Elders. The Bylaws define the manage-
ment tesmasall of theofficersof thecor-
poration and theoperation managers. So
that means that we have the officers of
the corporation, which arethe president
and thesecretary, Gerald Sedlig, aswell
as the treasurer, Tom Kirkpatrick. The
operation managers—Tom servesadua
function because he's also operation
manager over the financial area—and
then we have Richard Pinelli, who's
responsiblefor Ministerid Servicesand
Peter Eddington with the media area.
I'vedso asked Matt Fenchel tositinon
themeetings He'shasically our recorder
and he writes down what we say,
remindsusall of what needsto be done
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in the future. And Gary Antion as the
coordinator of ABC, Ambassador Bible
Center, and one who has sa in on the
Council for the last seven and a half
years. I'vefound that he could add dso
toour discussons.

We discuss al kinds of matters that
pertaintothehomeoffice. Recent topics
that we've discussed—our financial
reserves, home office TV production
proposal, assessment process for non-
field employees, proceduremanua, HR
handbook. And over the last year we
have discussed numerous topics, from
small things like putting asign on the
door of each of the offices to tell who
works there, to mgjor policies that we
want to present to the Council.

I'vegenerdly followed the procedure
of discussing with the operation man-
agers privately, subjects that pertain

ing each employeg, is that they know
what they do, and they have it in their
minds. But if for some reason they had
tobereplaced becauseof hedlth or death
or whatever reason, we would have to
goback andtry tofigureout what al did
they do. Andjust liketheministry, many
of our employeesdo multipletasks.
And s0 what we're going to do isto
ask eechoneof themtolook a al of the
tasksthat they do and towriteout apro-
ceduremanua onhow they doit. Andso
if for some reason they had to be
replaced then the next person would
have a well-defined manual for what
thelr duties, wheat their jobs, what their
many functions would be. This would
adsohepthenext president. Sowhen he
comesin, he'll have a procedure manu-
a of al of the jobs, which will aso
include the job of the president, and so

And just as the Council practices the principle of “in the multitude
of counsel there is safety,” so I try to do the same thing within the

administration.

exclusively to their departments. But
when it comes to subjectsthat are gen-
erd in nature, that pertain to the whole
office, or something that we'regoing to
bring forward tothe Council, I'vefound
that inamultitude of counselorsthereis
safety. And so, therefore, I've tried to
bring thosetopicsbeforethewholeman-
agement team. And just as the Council
practices the principle of “in the multi-
tude of counsdl thereissafety,” so | try
to do the same thing within the admin-
igtration.

One of our goals this year in the
adminigtrationistostandardizetheeva-
uation process for our employees. In
looking at the evauation processes,
Ministeria Services has developed a
four-step processfor evauating thefield
ministry. All of the regiond pastorsare
evaluated by the Ministerial Services
team. Richard Pinelli evaluatestheMin-
igterid Servicesstef. | eveluatedl of the
operation managers. Plustheofficersof
the corporation—the president, secre-
tary and tressurer—are dl evauated by
theCouncil. Andthe Council doesasdlf-
evaluation of themselves. Soinlooking
at that wefound that theoneareawehad
not developed asystem for waseval uat-
ing the home office staff. So we just
about havethat ready toroll out. Wewill
bepresenting tothe Council, a their next
meeting, theformswe have devel oped.

Weareadsoworking onan employee
proceduremanud for theindividua jobs
and dutiesof each staff member. Oneof
thethingsthat I'vefound when evaluat-

itwill adhimindoing that typeof work.

We'reintheprocessof putting togeth-
er an employeeWeb page that will con-
tain information pertinent to the
employessof theUnited Churchof God.
On it there will be things such asdl of
our insurance forms, our 403B plan,
cafeteria plan, the human resources

What arethegoalsfor Ambassador
Bible Center?

WhenABC wasfirgt started, thegod
wasdatedthet itisto passontothenext
generation of God'speopletheprecious
truths of the Scriptures. Now, we feel
that we've been doing that, because
Ambassador Bible Center in ayear's
time coversthe Bible from Genesis 1:1
to the end of the book of Revelation
chapter 22. Andwefed that thisisbeing
done. We dso find that ABC will help
with the Ministeria/Leadership Pro-
gram, even though it was not started to

taped and madeavailabletothe Church
asawhole. For example, last year Dick
Thompson's class on the Gospels was
taped and put on a CD. This was sent
outtodl of thelocal church areas. Not
only did it contain his classes that he
gave, but dso dl the handouts that he
hed.

As the classes are recorded, they'll
bemadeavailableon the Internet on our
Web site. Right now, you can go to our
Web site, click under ABC, Ambas-
sador Bible Center, gotoresources, and
you will be able to see the number of

And so, each year the level of instruction increases because we're able to

build on the previous year.

beaministerid training program. But it
istherefor training of coupleswho have
not had the opportunity to gotoAmbas-
sador College. If someoneisto behired
and to be trained as a pastor in the
Church, we fed that it's important for
themto havethisasabackground. This
year alocal elder and hiswife, Gary and
Jane McConnaughey, have come and
havebeen taking dl of theABC classes
and then will be going out to pastor a
church.

We continue to refine and fine-tune
theprogramevery year. Attheend of the
year, weask the sudentsto evauatethe
effectiveness of each classand dso the
strengthsof the presenter and how each

So as far as the administration is concerned, we're working on improving
everyone's ability to do his or her job and to continue to create a strong

working, cohesive group.

manua—anything that would be of
help. Our employees would be able to
go there and read it and download the
information. Thiswill beupand running
shortly. We're aso in the process of
putting out ahuman resource handbook
for dl of our employees.

I"'veasked Matt Fenchel to help coor-
dinate the human resource ectivities of
the Church. In looking over the human
resource manual, we discovered that
therewereabout 26 or 27 of thepolicies
that required action by someone who
would bevery muchacquainted withthe
hiring process and dealing with those
typesof matters. Andyet wedidn't have
anyonewho wasactudly fulfilling that.
So I've asked Matt to help coordinate
that.

So asfar astheadministrationiscon-
cerned, we're working on improving
everyone'sability todohisor her joband
to continue to create a strong working,
cohesive group.

one of the presenters can improve. We
take these evaluations to heart. They
show our deficiencies; they reveal our
strengths. We hope the strengths are
greater than the deficiencies. And so,
eachyear thelevel of ingtructionincreas-
eshecausewe'reabletobuildonthepre-
viousyear.

Asanexample, thisyear, Gary Antion
was able to develop a PowerPoint pre-
sentation for most of his comparative
religion class. This adds interet to the
class, it visualy helpsthe students, and
it helpsthem with their notetekeing.

One of our godsisto continue with
theABC Mini-Samplersand the week-
long Sampler that’sheld here each year
in Cincinnati.

Asanexample, | might just add, this
year inthe Sampler in Cincinnati, | plan
to cover the book of Galatians. And
that's a book that's been much misun-

derstood by many.
Each year some of the classes are

classesthat are availableright now that
aperson can download off of the Web
site or just go and listen to from our
Web site. Thisyear the Pentateuch and
Genera Epistles classes have been
recorded.

What are the goals and objectives
for serving theinternational areas?

Let me read to you from the job
description of the president. The job
description approved by the Council for
thepresident, saysthis: “The president
is selected by the Council of Eldersto
serve as the chief executive officer of
the corporation (Bylaws article 9.1).
The president servesin adua role—
national and international. While the
UCGisaninternationa associationand
therole of the president will not bethe
same in all areas of the world, he is
responsible for the implementation of
policies from the Council of Elders
through the various national councils
andtheactive, day-to-day management
withintheU.S. inthepursuit of themis-
sion of the Church. He is expected to
lead in promoting agodly atmosphere

councils, theCouncil of Elders, thepres-
ident and the adminigtration. | view as
oneof thegoasthat | haveto help seek
topromoteaunity and understanding of
theneedsof each areaand how we, here
as the administration, may help serve
them.

To that end, Normaand | recently
visited the meetings of the Canadian
National Council, sat in on their meet-
ings and were there to get acquainted
withthemembersof thenational coun-
cil. Wedso had the opportunity of vis-
iting the Canadian office. Soit helpsme
to hear from the ministry and the coun-
cil in Canadatheir needsand to beable
to seeit expressed in aunique way.

In September we plan to travel to
Germany to attend their national coun-
cil meetings. We visited South Africa
last year and even though we didn’t
attend acouncil meeting there, wewere
ableto meet with most of themembers
of their national council and spend the
Feast with the membership in South
Africaand get afed for someof thedif-
ficultiesand problemsthat they face. In
1998 we had the opportunity to go to
Audrdiaandto, again, meet withmany
of the members who were on their
council.

Andthisyear weplantoreturntothe
United Kingdom for the Feast of Taber-
necles, and we will also be doing the
same thing this year. So part of the
responsibility of thepresident istoknow
these areas as well as possible, so that
when budgetsare made out and submit-
ted, and subsdiesarerequested, wecan
haveaworking knowledgeof al of these
aess.

Oneof thethingsthat weredize—we
are an association, but it must be based
on trust and good will and based upon
God'sSpiritworkingwithusal. Andso
we're gtriving to promote that. And one

One of the things that we realize—we are an association, but it must be
based on trust and good will and based upon God's Spirit working with
us all. And so we're striving to promote that.

in relationships with employees and
ministers”

Soit saysthat the president servesin
adua role—nationa and internation-
a—and there are many times that the
Council will pass certain policies that
affect the whole international associa-
tion. And oneof thejobsof the president
is to make sure that those policies are
passed on, and if there are questions
about them, to be able to answer those
questions. Therulesof association gov-
ern the relaionship among the nationa

of thevery helpful waysof doingthat is
the Genera Conference of Elderswhen
the international men come in and we
areabletostdownandjust discusstheir
needs.

One of the mgjor areas of needs that
we see hoth in the United States and
worldwide is the need for manpower.
Not only arewean aging ministry inthe
U.S, butdsoworldwide Andhelpingin
those areas, is something that we're
going to have to look forward to in the
future. un

What ABC Means. . .

Tomost people, ABC representsthefirst I ettersof thea phabet, aTV network or thename
of anursary. But to us, ABC meansAmbassador Bible Center.
ABC meansahiblica education among those of like beliefs. For the first timein your
educationa experience, you can enjoy an ingtitution that is geared to your spiritua needs
and that placesapriority onthemorasthat you embrace. It meansthat you may participate
indl of theactivitiesbecause they are scheduled at timesyou may atend. It meansforming
close bonds and friendships with fellow ABC students whom you will be with for seven
hoursaday, five days aweek for seven months.
ABC meansan opportunity toenhanceyour lifeby being taught living principles AtABC, !
weareaccepting applications! Writefor yoursat: PO. Box 54992, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45254-
0992. E-mail usat: Gary_Antion@ucg.org. Or, youmay call (513) 576-9796 and ask to speek
to Registrar Ralph Levy or Admissions Officer Gary Antion about any questionsyou have. >
ABC denotesthe beginning. It may mean the beginning of anew experiencethat will have an eternd effect onyour lifel

“Treasurer,” continued from page 1

titheand offerings, assistance fund and miscellaneous; Category TwoisHoly Day
offerings;, Category Three includes Festival fund, camp fund, ABC tuition and

interest.

Budget
Category One $13,020,000
Category Two 4,472,000
Category Three 748,000
Total $18,240,000

Actual Comparison
$12,860,000 -1.23%
4,697,000 +503%
631,000 -1564%
$18,188,000 -.29%

In early Augut, the Cincinnati CPA firm of Clark, Scheefer, Hackett & Co. will
beon stea the home officeto conduct theannua audit of our financia statements.

Weexpressour gratitudeto God for providing thefinancia wherewithal to con-
tinue carrying out the multifaceted work of the Church, and our appreciation to
those who have helped support it financially. Continued prayers for wisdom in
managing these resources would be much appreciated.

TomKirkpatrick
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Philippine Camp Goes “On to the Highest!”

Thirty-two campers and 25 staff
members from Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao (the three mgjor island
groups in the Philippines) gathered at
Eden Nature Park, apeaceful and tran-
quil mountain resort 2,630 feet above
thecity, fromMay 18to 25for part one
of the Philippine United Youth Camp
2003. Part two (May 26 to 30) was
optional and consisted of aclimbtothe
summit of Mount Apo, the highest
mountain in the Philippines, at 10,311
feet above sealevel.

The 32 campersweredivided equal-
ly intofour teamsor “dorms’ (weactu-
aly stayed in tents)—two boys dorms
(1B and 2B) and two girls dorms (1G
and 2G)—of eight campers each. Two
counselors served each dorm. Each
camper dorm was divided into two
tents of five people each, four campers
plus one counselor per tent. With nine
more tents for the staff, we had a total
of 17 tentsin our campsite.

Our theme this year was“On to the
Highest!” Three years ago we had a
theme that was somewhat related, “A
View From the Peak,” when 30 of us
(17 campers and 13 staff) scaled Mt.
Apo. For those who missed out, this
year wastheir opportunity.

Thefirgt activity of every day wasthe
Christian living class. Each dorm met
with adifferent member of theministe-
ria staff to learn the spiritual values
revolving around our theme. This
included an unflagging commitment to
excelence and to seek God's Kingdom
and His righteousness firgt in our daily
lives

After the Christianliving classes, our

day ectivities consisted of basketball,
confidence course, campus service,
cycling, firstaid, inline-skating, riflery,
softball, swimming, table tennis, vol-
leyball and wilderness kills. We aso
had six workshops: art illustration,
cooking and baking, eectricity, flower
arranging, journdism and public
speaking. ) )

For the evenings, we dl enjoyed a
bonfire, a dance clinic, a speech ban-
quet, adanceand variety show and two
evenings of Q&A on the Bible and
Chrigtianliving.

On the Sabbath, we had a “Bible
Bowl,” followed by more fellowship
time. Selected campers rehearsed
“How Good and How Pleasant” for the
specia musicfor theafternoon service.
After the service, we visited each oth-
er's tents in the open house activity.
That evening, the variety show, dance
and awardsceremony wereheld. Many
campers stayed up late trying to make
themost of their last few hourstogeth-
er.

Then it was time to say good-bye.
About half of the campers and staff
went home after part one. The other
half stayed and prepared for the four-
day mountain-climbing adventure to
commence the next day. Fifteen
campers and 13 staff members (plus
one guest) participated in the ascent to
thePhilippines’ highest peak, Mt. Apo.
The journey was challenging, but the
enthusiasm remained high.

On Wednesday, May 28, at around
3:30 am., we woke up and started to
prepare for the final ascent to the pesk
from LakeVenado, our base camp. We

started the climb at about 4:30
am. At 6:57 am, the first
climber reached the summit. The
last climber arrived at 8:54 am.
We ate our pack lunches at the
peak and enjoyed a most spec-
tacular view!

On our way down the moun-
tain, one of our 11 porters
remarked that of all the groups
that hehad knownall theseyears,

Above, the climbers at the peak of Mt. Apo, the Philippines’ highest mountain
(photo by Richard John Macaraeg). Above right, the Philippine campers and
staff at Eden Nature Park in Davao City (photo by Serizalinio Dizon)

we were the ones whom he had the
most pleasureworking with. We asked
him why. He said because it was obvi-
ousthat we had genuine care and love
for each other. He could seeit in the
way we acted and the way we treated
him, the other porters and one anoth-

er—something he said he hadn’t seen
before. Wea soleft the place better than
we found it. We gathered dl the trash
we could find and brought down five
huge sacks of empty bottles, cans and
candy wrappers that others had |€ft. It
served as alesson for us: Don't leave

trash—leave alegacy by being alight,
just as Jesus said.

God certainly blessed our campwith
good weather. Members of the Eden
Nature Park staff remarked that it had
been raining amost continuously
before we arrived. However, we were
blessed with good weather the whole
timewewerethere. Evenon part two of
our camp, some of our porterstold us
thet it had been raining for daysbefore
wearrived. Butwhenwecame, therain
just suddenly stopped. On the day of
our ascent tothe peak, it wassunny and
amost perfect!

Thebottom lineisthis: Welived, we
loved, we learned and we left alegacy.
We had fun, and we thank God that no
one suffered any serious injury the
wholetimethere. Wea sowishto thank
our brethren for their prayers, and the
home office and LifeNets International
for al their support. But al the praise,
glory and honor gotoour great God and
Father in heaven for makingit al poss-
ble!

Daniel Roy Macaraeg

Best Camp Yet at Pinecrest 2003

“Camp,” continued from page 1
with each group served by acounselor
and assistant counselor.

Camp activities included archery,
basketball, journalism, rappelling and
rock climbing, riflery, a ropes course,
volleyball, softball, speedaway and
swimming. One of the high points of
the camp was the al-day, 13-mile
canoe trip down the Black River.
Campers and staff also participated in
awhacky session of Crazy Olympic
gameson Saturday night after the Sab-
bath

Each day started with a“Compass
Check” going through one of the Ten
Commandments. That themewascon-
tinued during the Sabbath sermonsand
seminars. Each evening camperscould
have their Bible and Chrigtian-living
questions answered by panels of min-
istersduring Chrigtian living classes.

According to the camp director,
Greg Sargent, this year's group of
campers was the best ever during
UCG's eight-year history at Pinecrest.
There was a “wonderful spirit of

respect and cooperation” from the
campers he said. He also stated that
from hispoint of view, the high points
of thecampthisyear were“ God'sinter-
ventionintheweather, thetremendous
attitude of the campers, the unity and
support of the staff and the fact that all
ACA standards were passed.”

The ACA (American Camping

Association) visit, part of the accredi- £

tation process for United's camp pro-

gram, necessitated many hours of %

preparation by the administrative staff
and by the activity staff aswell.
National camp program coordina
tor, Larry Greider, explained that the
examinationteamwasvery impressed
with United'scamp a Pinecrest. “After
a very thorough examination and
walk-through, no standards were
missed,” hesaid. “I've been ableto be
present for most of theACA visits. The
common reaction is that these volun-
teers (who are usualy very knowl-

Cross as an instructor, men-
tioned that we were a very
impressive  organization.

Anocther visitor, who runs a
YMCA camp, said she
learned much from us. The |
third visitor, acamp manag-
er, just kept shaking his |

edgeable and have their own pro- |

grams) are very impressed. The lead
visitor, who directed a resident camp

for decadesand now worksfor theRed L2

Christian living class, where ministers answer Bible and Christian

. living questions from campers; left, Rhonda Gehrke on the ropes

head, asif tosay ‘amazing.
Thisquest for excellenceis
something to be thankful
for since it reflects the
greatness of the God we
| serve” said Mr. Greider.
Hewent onto say, “The
entirecamp seemedtoradi-

atethesenseof excellencethat wasmir-
rored in the standards accomplished.
There were dozens of ‘coincidences
that suggested to me that we had
unseen help and the spirit of harmony
was evident everywhere”
Reportsonthesix other U.S. summer
campswill gppear infutureissues. un
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From the Word

Luke Is Dead, but Never Forgotten

® God calls people of all
backgrounds, and
sometimes the results of sins
of the past bear a high price.
“Luke” wanted me to share
his story with you.

by Robert Berendt

The name | have used in the title of
thisarticleisandias. | did havethe per-
mission of “Luke’ to tell about hislife.
He gave me that permission and asked
me to use his example when he lay on
his deathbed.

Meeting Luke

It hasalwaysbeen animportant event
for measapastor to meet aperson God
is obvioudy caling. Jesus said in
Matthew 22:14 that many arecalled, but
few are chosen. The Bible tells us that
only the Fether takestherespongibility to
draw peopleto Christ (John 6:44). Thus,
whenaperson | meet for thefirst timeis
clearly coming to the understanding of
God'struth, | am excited and pleased.

Lukewassuchaman. Our first meet-
ing was unusud in the setting and cir-
cumstance, but not unusual in the pat-
tern of the conversation. Luke invited
my wifeand | to spend thenight in one
of thefinest hotelsat hisexpense. | told
him it was not necessary, but he would
not hear of that and insisted.

Asl found out, heworkedinthehotel.
He had arranged to have aprivate mest-
ing room available, and so the setting
was unique in my experience. We
launched into his concernsin astraight-
forward manner. His questions had
everything to do with thetheme of Acts
2:38: “Repent, and let every one of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins; and you shall
receivethe gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Growing Tall Spiritually

Luke began attending church and
withinashort timebecameamost |oved
and respected person. He towered near
to6foot 7 andwaseasly thetalest man
in our congregation.

Lukewastal in morewaysthan just
height. He grew tall spiritually. Hewas
an ardent Bible student. Soon it was
obvious that he was contributing much
inenthusiasm, warmth and spiritua con-
viction to the members. Later | found
that Luke had great courage and deter-
mination in his character. Everyone
loved Luke. We wondered why such a
well-spoken, well-traveled, gentle, kind,
interesting and handsome man was not
married. Luke had never been married,
though hewasin hismid-30s.

Luke had many questionsashegrew
in the understanding of God'sWord. It
was a delight to see the zedl and joy
reflectedin hiseyesand demeanor ashe
found answers to questions that had
plagued himfor years Hecametoknow

aloving and caring God who had aplan
to savedl of mankind.

The next two years passed smoothly
and Luke continued to be steadfast and
pleased with hisexciting new beliefs.

A Deadly Diagnosis

That waswhen Lukebecameveryill.
| anointed himand helped him get tothe
hospital. James 5:13-15 wereverseswe
discussed alot over the next few weeks.
It did not take long for the doctors to
diagnose Luke with AIDS. Luke was
ashamed of himself and told of some
things he had done before he cameinto
theChurch, somewild weekendsthat he
hardly remembered. | reassured Luke
that the blood of Jesus Christ had
washed away al of hissins. We telked
about thefact that hisdeeds before bap-
tism had come back to haunt him. Luke
asked me: “Why did God let this hap-
pen after | had repented and was bap-
tized?'

| visited Luke often, and it soon
became evident that hisbody waswast-
ing away quite dramatically. | encour-
aged him to let his mother and sister
know. Hefelt so bad about hiscondition,
thet at first herefused. After wetadlkeda
while, hedid change hismind.

| recall so clearly the day | met
Luke's sister at the train station and
went with her and an interpreter (she
spokeonly Italian) to Luke sapartment
where she could stay and then to the
hospita. It was obviousthat she loved

her brother deeply. | tried to explain
gently and carefully what the illness
was and what it seemed the outcome
must be. | told her of L uke' srepentance
and the wonderful loving man that he
was. | also told her that Luke was at
ease with this sickness now and at
peace with God. It was obvious that
Lukewasloved by hisfamily.

Bible passageslike Psalm 102 were
topics of our discussions. Lukeindeed
waslosing somuch weight that verse5
had specia meaning for him. Finally he
accepted the possibility that God would
let himdie. Facing the shadow of death
(Psalm 23:4) becamereality for Luke.

Through his suffering and the haunt-
inglook I often saw in hissunken eyes,
there was burning brightly a confident
reassurancethat hewould not beforgot-
ten. If desthwasto come, Lukewaspre-
pared to face that. Luke did not want to
die. He abhorred the thought, just as
amost every human being does. But
there cameatimetha hewas soill and
S0 wesk, that desth seemed arefuge.

Lessons We All Learned

Luke was dead—that was the mes-
sagel had to giveto themembers of the
congregation. There were grest lessons
that we al learned from this man. We
learned that God is in charge of every
life. God can call whomever Hewishes
and makethat personinto asaint.

In 1 Corinthians 1:26-27 Paul
explained that God does not call many

noble and mighty people. Helooks on
theheart and choosesthosewho would
obey Him and change their way of liv-
ing now. In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Paul
goes on to say that some of the mem-
bers of the Church were fornicators,
adulterers or homosexuals before con-
version, That was past tense. That was
the case with Luke. His past was for-
given and put aside by God, but it was
obvious that the effect of his past was
not cancelled.

Weredizethat if aperson losesaleg
and then becomes converted, the leg
doesnot regppear. |f aperson hasabused
his body with smoking or bad eating
habits, the penalties may not be taken
away. Lukeaccepted that. Hewanted his
story told—a story of deep regret and
sorrow for that which had caused anear-
ly deeth and much painand suffering for
hisfamily. Lukewanted peopletoknow
that the road of sin leads to death
(Romans 6:23).

Lukeisaman | will not forget. But
whether | remember him or not was not
what was important to Luke. His con-
cernwaswhether God would remember
him. With al my heart | believe the
answer is aresounding yes. Luke will
receive anew body—a spiritua one—
that knows no sickness, weakness or
pain. Hewill beaspirit being—ason of
God. That washisjoy and hishope. That
wasthesourceof hisstrength and accep-
tance. Luke is dead, but he will live

again! un

Champion

m “If it had not been for
Anne Sullivan, the name of
Helen Keller would have
remained unknown.” With
these remarkable words,
Helen Keller paid tribute to a
woman who made such a
difference in her life.

by Janet Treadway

HdenKdler, whowasdesf andblind,
published 14 books, met every U.S.
president from Calvin Coolidgeto John
F. Kennedy, visited 35 countrieson five
continents and was a champion for the
blind. The world knows the story of
Helen Keller and how her remarkable
teacher, Anne Sullivan, turned thiswild,
hopelessyoung girl'slifearound.

Wington Churchill said, “Helen
Keller was one of the most powerful
examplesof triumphant over adversity.”
When Queen Victoriaasked Helen how
she accounted for her amazing accom-
plishmentsinlife, Helen'sreply was, “If
it had not been for Anne Sullivan, the
name of Helen Keller would have
remained unknown.”

of Misfits

Helen certainly could have been con-
sidered ahopelesscase, amisfit, withno
hope of any kind for the future before
Anne Sullivan came into her life. But
what about Anne Sullivan? What was
her childhood like?What madeher able
topatiently nurtureandtakeachanceon
this multiply challenged child? Was
Anne, too, the product of otherstaking
achanceand turning her world around?

Anne Sullivan could truly have been
considered alost cause—a misfit. She
had everything against her. Anne's
mother died when she was young. Her
father wasadrunk, and wasvery cruel to
the children. He eventualy abandoned
his children. Anne, half blind herself,
was placed in a poorhouse along with
people who were considered insane,
where survival was a daily chore. She
watched her beloved brother die there,
and grew more defiant and hostile.

But one day a committee came to
investigatetheingtitution, andwhilethey
were there, Anne begged them to send
her to a school for the blind. Someone
from the committee listened, took to
heart her request and shewas placed in
Perkins schoal for the blind. There she
il faced great chdllenges, but shefound
some caring and sympathetic teachers

shewould choosetomode her lifeafter.
Annedid not alow her childhood to
permanently embitter her heart. Instead
she became a teacher and mentor to
Helen Keller, who had no hope either
until Anne Sullivan came along. Anne
Sullivan becameachampion of amisfit.
Thereisanother example of acham-
pion listed in the Bible—King David.

David, Champion of Misfits

David was a great man after God's
own heart. Hehad acaring heart for the
people, and they knew it. Hehad learned
this great caring by being a shepherd
first. David had risked his life many
times saving his sheep from the jaws of
a lion or bear. He stood up against
Goliath when no onee'sewould.

In 1 Samuel 22:1-2 David was in
great danger from jealous King Saul,
andsohehidhimself. Amazingly, while
hiding in a cave, hundreds of people
cametofollow him. They werethemis-
fitsand thosewhoweremistreated under
therule of Saul. David had becomethe
ceptainof themisfitsand soontheirking.

God, the Greatest Champion

InEzekiel 34:11-16it talks about our
great God who will comeand gather up
al those who are scattered. He will go
out and search for Hislost sheep. Hewill
gather them, feed them and cause them
to lie down and fear no more. He will

take away their pain and sorrow. God
will seek out the logt, bring back those
who have strayed, bind up the crippled
and strengthen the week.

God will intervene in thisworld and
itssorrows. Butinthemeantimewe, too,
must become champions.

Becoming a Champion

You don't have to be a great hero of
theBibletobeachampioninsomeone's
life. All wehaveto doisbedert to peo-
pleand their needs.

« Be an encourager. Look for those
whoaredown andtaketimetofind good
qualitiesinthem and let them know.

| can relate to Anne and others who
were migfits. At times | il fed likea
misfit, especialy if | have goofed up.
During my timesof deepest discourage-
ment I've asked God to encourage me
or send an encourager. Then someone
would comeaong and lift my spiritshy
akind word that validatesthat | am spe-
cid, thet | belongand that God hasapur-
pose for me. Encouragement is one of
themostimportant thingsyou candofor
someonewho may fed worthless.

L ook for those who seem to be the
wesk, neglected or ignored. Makeit a
point tomakethem fed specid. Vaidate
them asbeing avery important, needed
part of the human race and especially of
theChurch. Bederttothosewhoareshy
and who may not fitin. Makethem fedl

apart of your congregation. Itiseasy to
minglewith our friendswhen weattend
church, but why not make it a point to
seek out thosewho do not fit in?

» Become a mentor to an orphan or
other young personin need. James 1:27
says, “Religion that God our Father
accepts as pure and faultlessis this: to
look after orphans and widows in their
digress’ (NIV). In thisworld there are
plenty of children who are being raised
without fathersand somewithout moth-
ers. Takethetimetolook around and get
involved with the fatherless! Not just
occasondly, but roll your desvesup, get
involved and makeadifference. Pray for
them, carefor them andincludethemin
someof your family activities.

Weall can becomechampionsif only
we take the time to reach out. | would
not bewherel amtoday without thehelp
from mentors who have come dong to
givemeahelpinghand. AsHeenKeller
sadinanarticle,“WeCanDoMore in
Home Magazine, February 1934: “We
imagine we cannot do anything impor-
tant because we are not fitted like the
great men and women about whom we
reed. But if we examine ourselves dili-
gently, wemay discover that we possess
ataent with which we can create beau-
ty or joy, or assist somebody else to
achieve something fine” Remember
Anne Sullivan, David and God's exam-
ple—beachampion of misfits un
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Remember the Sabbath Day

m Does the Fourth
Commandment apply only
to one day each week? Are
we obeying the Sabbath
commandment as long as
we don't work on the
Sabbath? Is it possible to
violate the Sabbath
command on Thursday?

by Dave Johnson

Oneof thedidtinctivedoctrinesof the
United Church of God is our belief in
the necessity of obeying God's com-
mand concerning the seventh-day Sab-
bath. For many people, this belief has
had a profound impact on their lives.
Some have lost desirable jobs or been
forced to change careers because their
occupation did not alow Sabbath
observance. Many have sacrificed in
order to obey God'singtruction, and in
many cases, God hasblessed thosewho
chose to put Him and Hisingtructions
first.

When we first learn about the Sab-
bath, much of our focusisupon the 24-
hour period between sunset on Friday
evening and sunset on Saturday
evening. The questionswe ask and the
concerns we have are about which
activitiesareacceptableon the Sabbath
andwhicharenot. Welearnthat weare
not towork on the Sabbath day, and we
naturally ask questionsabout what con-
ditutes* work” Weask questionsabout
recreational activities and what is
appropriate for ourselves and our chil-
dren to do on the Sabbath.

Wesoon learn that attending weekly
Sabbath services is not an optiona
activity but anintegral part of Sabbath
observance. We learn that faling to
attend services when we have the abil-
ity todo soisaform of Sabbath break-
ing. Inthe past wemay havedecidedto
“go to church” based upon how inter-
esting or effective the minister was or
how friendly the congregation seemed.
Now welearnthat thosepointsareirrel-
evant because God has commanded us
to assemble before Him.

Intheprocessof learning, most of us
have probably made mistakesby going
too far in one direction or another. Per-
haps we were too dtrict in some areas
andtoo lax in others. Astime hasgone
by, and God's Spirit has worked with-
inus, and God's Church hasinstructed
us, we have gradually come to amore
balanced way of keeping God's Sab-
bath holy.

All of these concernsarenatural and
right. By learning these principles we
are able to begin using the Sabbath in
the way God intends and to reap the
rewards that come as a result of Sab-
bath observance. But did God actually
give us a commandment that only
appliesto oneday each week? Most of
the principles of Sabbath observance
would apply totheannua Holy Daysas
well, but what about the rest of the
time? We can easily see that the other
ninecommandmentsare applicableall
of thetime, but what about the Sabbath

commandment? Isit possibleto avoid
doing anything sinful on the Sabbath
day and dtill fail to fulfill the Sabbath
commandment?

Looking More Closely

Let'slook alittlemoreclosdly at the
commandment and seewhat we might
be overlooking.

Exodus 20:8-11 says. “Remember
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six
days you shall labor and do al your
work, but the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lorp your God. In it you
shall donowork: you, nor your son, nor
your daughter, nor your male servan,
nor your female servant, nor your cat-
tle, nor your stranger who is within
your gates. For in six days the LorD
medetheheavensandtheearth, theses,
and al that isin them, and rested the
seventh day. Therefore the Lorp
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it”

The obviousfocusof thispassageis
upon the Sabbath day and maintaining
its holiness. Man does not have the
power to make anything holy, but God
has clearly hallowed—made holy—
thistime, and it is our duty to see that
this God-given holinessis not defiled.
This passage clearly shows us that
doing our “work” on God's Sabbath
day would defile or “profane” its holi-
ness.

Itisimportant tounderstand thiscon-
ceptof “holy” versus*“profane” Every-
thing that is not specifically labeled as
“holy” is automatically “profane” in
this sense. When we use theword pro-
fane today, we are referring to some-
thingthat isirreverent, blasphemousor
lacking appropriate respect.

The biblical usage does not neces-
sarily include that same negative
emphasis. One Hebrew word trandat-
ed profane, chol (Srong' sH2455), had
an underlying meaning of “exposed”
Theroot word fromthe Greek, bebelos
(Strong’'s G952), originally referred to
the threshold of a doorway, and refers
to something that may be casually and
without consideration, stepped upon.

By extension, the concept refers to
something that is accessible. Some-
thing that is profane is accessible to
man and man may determine how he
wishesto useit. Something that isholy
can be used legitimately only in the
way God designates. In this sense, Six
days each week are “profane,” while
only one is “holy.” Scripture further
reveals that when the religious leaders
failed to differentiate between the holy
and profaneand failed toteach the peo-
plethat difference, the peoplefell into
sin by carelessly misusing what God
sadwasholy (Ezekidl 22:26; 44:23).

However, we should aso note that
the passage in Exodus does not begin
by defining what can and cannot be
done on the Sabbath day. It begins by
telling uswhat we should do therest of
the week in order to be prepared to
maintain the holiness of the Sabbath
whenit arrives.

Remember
Wearefirgtinstructed to “remember
the Sabbath day.” The word remember

can have different meanings. In this
passage it does not refer to “remem-
bering” as opposed to “forgetting.” It
refersto having adaily awareness that
the Sabbathiscoming so that work can
be planned out and accomplished in
suchaway that wehave completed our
necessary work before the Sabbath
arrives. Thiscould involve such things
aslawn care, housecleaning, preparing
and cleaning our vehiclesand our cloth-
ing, preparing specia medls, etc. If we
properly “remember the Sabbath day,”
we can plan and schedule these activi-
tiesthroughout theweek in suchaway
that we are properly prepared before
the Sabbath arrives.

The Jewish Soncino commentary
makesan interesting observation about
the instruction to remember the Sab-
bath day: “ Theverbisinfinitiveand so
isnot limited in time. Always keep the
Sabbath in mind during the week, so
that if, for example, you come acrossa
specia article of food, set it aside for
the honoring of the Sabbath . . . A per-
son should so order his affairs during
the week that his mind is completely
freeof them on the Sabbath” (The Son-
cino Chumash, page 460).

Obvioudly, there is nothing wrong
with doing aportion of our preparation
for theweekly Sabbath onaFriday, but
if that isthe only time we prepare, we
are misunderstanding the scriptural
ingtruction. If we neglect preparing for
the Sabbath until Friday, wewill prob-
ably be exhausted by thetime the Sab-
bath arrives. For many people, the Sab-
bath has becomenot a“rest” day, but a
“crash” day—atime when they are so
worn out that they are unable to do
much more than eat and deep. Is that
really what Godintended Hisholy Sab-
bath day to be?

Whilerefraining fromwork isessen-
tial to Sabbath observance, we aso
understand that there is much moreto
the Sabbath. For example, we are told
to “call the Sabbath a delight” (Isaiah
58:13). The Sabbath is not intended to
beaday that weendureor smply sleep
through, but aday we anticipate asthe
most delightful time of the week. How
can thisday truly be adelight if a per-
son has not properly prepared in
advance? Will it be a delight simply
because it arrives? Most of us can
answer that question from our own
experience. Thosetimeswhenwehave
put forth diligent effort to prepare for
the Sabbath, it wastruly delightful. On
the other hand, those times when we
havefailedto prepare properly, wemay
have gonethrough themotionsof keep-
ing the Sabbath, but we could not hon-
edlly cal itadeight.

It is encouraging to note that God
does two special, supernatural things
each Sabbath day. Did you noticethem
in the passage we quoted from Exodus
207 The account of the first Sabbath
day in Genesis2:1-3 showsthese same
actions. Notice the last phrasein Exo-
dus 20:11: “Therefore the LorD
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it” God says that He both blesses the
Sabbath day and sets it aside as holy.
Just asno other day of theweek ishaly,
no other day of the week hasthis spe-

Attending weekly Sabbath services is an integral part of Sabbath observance.
But there’s more to remembering the Sabbath (photo by Janet Treadway)

cia blessing from God. That special
blessing is not physica—we cannot
senseit with our fivesenses. Itisaspir-
itud blessing. If we are so exhausted
when the Sabbath arrives that we can
barely drag ourselves through the day,
aren’'t wedepriving ourselvesof God's
blessing?

Summoned to Assemble

Another aspect of the Sabbath com-
mandment that can be affected nega-
tively when we fail to remember the
Sabbath and prepare appropriately is
the specia “holy convocation” God
providesfor Hispeople. Leviticus23:3
says, “ Six daysshal work be done, but
the seventh day isa Sabbath of solemn
rest, a holy convocation. You shal do
no work on it; it is the Sabbath of the
Loro inal your dwellings”

A convocationisanassembly called
together by authority. It is not like a
group get-together, a club meeting or
some socia event. People are sum-
moned to a convocation much in the
way asummonsisissued to a court of
law. A summonsisnot an invitation, it
isanorder fromtheauthorities. Thefact
that thisisa“holy” convocation shows
that the authority doing the summon-
ing is God. God would certainly want
usto eagerly assemblebefore Him and
with His other children, but whether
we're eager or not, He summons usto
appear. Other scriptures show us we
should not attend when we areill with
some potentially communicable dis-
ease, and acknowledge that oncein a
great while, theremay bean“ox inthe
ditch” situation that preventsour atten-
dance.

In years past, many made consider-
ablesacrificesto beableto attend Sab-
bath services regularly. At times we
may have been overzealous in our
efforts. There may have been times
when we could have been more bal-
anced in our approach. But have we
now gone to the other extreme where
seemingly trivial mattersmay causeus
to ignore God's summons?

It seemsthat someroutinely skip ser-
vices because “I worked so hard this
week, | was just too tired to come.”
Other times events make it so it isn't
convenient to come to services. We're
not talking about sudden, unexpected,
uncontrollableeventsor important fam-
ily occasionsheyond our control. How-
ever, there are many other matters we
could anticipate and plan for or cut

short. If wefail to do so, are weredly
remembering the Sabbath day to keep
it holy in theway God intended?

There is no substitute for weekly
Sabbath services. Ligteningtoatapeon
some other day is not the same. God
has blessed and hallowed the Sabbath
day in aspiritua way, not like any oth-
er day. Thestrengthwederivefromfel-
lowshipping with God's people cannot
be duplicated by some other activity.
God blesses us with that opportunity
only onceeachweek. If wefail toantic-
ipateand planin suchaway that wecan
take advantage of that opportunity
whenit comes, thenwearenot remem-
bering the Sabbath day intheway God
intends.

Remember the encouragement to
gather in worship and fellowship
recorded in Hebrews 10:24-25: “And
let us consider one another in order to
stir up love and good works, not for-
saking the assembling of ourselves
together, asisthe manner of some, but
exhorting oneancther, and somuchthe
moreasyou seethe Day approaching.”

Perhaps we could share one more
point from a minister's perspective.
When we give sermons, we usually
have someideaabout how effectivethe
messages have been. Sometimes we
feel @ message has been helpful and
worthwhile, and sometimes, wefed the
message wasn't very good at dl. (I've
given somethat mademeglad | didn’t
haveto stintheaudienceand listento
me.) We sometimes ask God's mercy
and forgiveness when we feel we
haven't provided a very good “meal”
for God's people.

It's surprising how often someone
will come up after one of those sub-
standard messages and thank us for
something we said. It drives home
the point that God's blessing is upon
His Sabbath day and His holy convo-
cation, and He can produce good
results even when we humans come
disappointingly short.

The Sabbath commandment isnot a
one-day-a-week commandment. If we
fail to* remember the Sabbath day” and
plan accordingly on Tuesday or
Wednesday or Thursday, wearefailing
to fulfill the commandment. Unusual
circumstances beyond our control will
arise, but we can profoundly affect the
impact of the Sabbath upon ourselves
and our families by properly remem-
bering and preparing each week to
make God'sHoly Day addight. un



10

Unitedllewss July 2003

United Church of God, an International Association

Treasure
Digest

“Blessed Are Those
Who Mourn”

Chrigt’s statement in Matthew 5:4 seems con-
tradictory. How can those who mourn be happy?
But God's way of life does produce joy (Psalm
16:11; Gaatians 5:22). Mourning can be abless-
ing becauise:

« It causes us to think more soberly about life
(Ecclesiastes 7:2-4).

* It keeps us from becoming complacent
(Deuteronomy 8:11-18).

« |t helps us to have compassion for others, as
Chrigt did (Hebrews5:7-9).

There are three situations where we should
mourn:

« When we see the suffering of others (Ezekid
9:4).

* When God's Spirit convicts us of sin (James
4:8-10).

* When we suffer persecution.

Christ finished His statement by promising
comfort to thosewho mourn (Matthew 5:4). God
providesthis comfort in many ways.

* Through the Bible (Romans 15:4).

* By David'sexample (Psalm 34:4-7).

« Through prayer (Philippians4:6-
7

* By reassuring us we are not
doneinour trids.

By Hispromisenot totempt
usbeyondwhat weareable (1
Corinthians 10:13).

« By reassuring us that
Heison our side (Romans8:31-39).

« Through the hope of the resur-
rection (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14).

* Through one another.

« By reassuring usthat Heis able
to save us (Jude 24-25).

Ultimately therewill be
nomoremourning. “And God
will wipeaway every tear from
their eyes’ (Revelation 21:4).

(Excerpted from a sermon by Richard Pinelli
May 24, 2003, in Cincinnati East, Ohio.)

Prayer: A Sacrifice?

In a recent Bible study our minister went
through the book of Malachi, which tells us how
upset and disappointed God was with the defiled
sacrificesoffered by |sragl. Our minister said that
our prayers are part of the sacrifices we offer to
God. It made me wonder, What is there about
prayer that is asacrifice? What do we give up of
value when we pray?

Onethingisour attention, our whole heart. For
someof us, focusingisared effort. However, itis
how our spirit reechesout to God, just aswewould
reach ahand out to afriend.

Wealso giveour time, whichisour life. Some-
timesit isjust amoment when something popsto
mind or a prayer over a meal, but usualy our
prayersarelonger and follow the example Christ

gave.

When we pray with aright attitude, we know
these sacrificesarepleasingto God. In Revelation
5:8, 8:4and Psdlm 141:2 our prayersaredescribed
assweetincenseto God and likened to an evening
sacrifice. In plain language, He enjoys hearing
fromus.

Sowhat we sacrifice comes back to us* pressed
down, shaken together, and running over” (Luke
6:38). Thismakesour prayer lifeared joy andhard-
ly something we would think of asasecrifice.

CK. Vanderraad

That's Not What God
Wanted

So oftenin lifewe hear the phrase, “ That's not
what | wanted.” All of us, including God, caniden-
tify. Satan and mankind have chosento go theway
that God did not want them to go.

Jesus Christ wasno stranger to not getting what
Hewanted. Though He knew it was necessary to
fulfill al things, Histerrible beating and sacrifice
werenot essy. Hesaid, “O My Father, if itispos-
sible, letthiscup passfromMe’ (Matthew 26:39).

Still peoplearechoosingtogotheway God does
not want. Remember this the next time we think,
“That'snotwhat | wanted.” Striving todowhat God
wantswill makeit morelikely that wewill get what
wewant, now and in theworld to come.

Marilyn Braley

Quotable Quotes

“The pessimist complains about the wind; the
optimist expectsit to change; the realist adjusts
thesails’ (William Arthur Weard).

“Stand up to your obstacles and do something
about them. You will find that they haven't half
the strength you think they have” (Norman Vin-
cent Pegle).

“Thehardest arithmetic to master isthat which
enables usto count our blessings’ (Eric Hoffer).

“Seven days without prayer makes one weak”
(seen onasignin Phoenix, Arizona).

“Loveis not looking in each other's eyes, but
looking together in the samedirection” (Antoine
de Saint-Exupery).

“If you think that education is expensive, try
ignorance” (Derek Bok).

Submitted by Anthony Pacelli, Annette King
and Terry Hoffman

Remembering Our
Marriage Covenant

Below are excerpts from the meaningful mar-
riage ceremony currently used by the United
Church of God:

Surely therecan beno greater humanjoy thanto
haveahappy marriage, filled with giving and shar-
ing. Thereisno deeper relationship among human
beingsthan that achieved by ahusband and wifein
marriage.

Marriageisanatura union but adivineingtitu-
tion, ordained of God. It wasestablished by the Cre-
ator God at creation and derivesits aLthority from
thedivinelaws of God, immutable and unchange-
able.

When God created life upon the earth, Hemade
human beingsthe pinnacleof thephysical crestion,
fashioning them in His own image. He gave men
andwomen cregtivemindswiththeability tomake
choices, to develop plans and to build their lives
upon those plans.

Men and women were created with the mar-
velouspotentia of eternd lifeinthefamily of God.
And asaloving Father, God gave ustheingtitution
of marriage and the blessing of a family, that we
might learn to love one another asHelovesus.

After Hecreated thefirst manfromthedust of the
ground, “The Lorp God said, ‘It is not good that
manshould beaone; | will makehimahe per com-
parabletohim'” (Genesis2:18).

Thewoman was made equa to the man in spir-

itua potentid, the perfect complement to her hus-
band. ToemphasizeHispurposefor Adamand Eve,
the Crestor God did not make the woman directly
from the ground, but from the very flesh and bone
of theman. Whenthewomanwaspresented tohim,
Adam said, “Thisis now bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh” (Genesis
2.29).

The Creator then united
thisfirst man and woman
ashusband and wife, say-
ing, “Therefore a man
shdll leave his father and
mother and be joined to %
his wife, and they shall
become one flesh” (Gene-
S52:24).

“Then God blessed
them, and God said tothem,
‘Befruitful and multiply; fill
theearth™” (Genesis1:28).

And so theindtitution of marriage and the cycle
of human life began with God's persondl blessing.

Within the Church, it is God—not merely man
or the laws of man—who joins together hushand
and wife as one flesh. Therefore, let us now con-
sider thelawsof God governingthisunion, andHis
ingtruction to husbands and wives as recorded in
theHoly Scriptures.

In Ephesians 5:21 Paul talks about “submitting
tooneanother inthefear of God.” The sacred mar-
riage covenant calls upon you to yield yourselves
to God and to each other—to hold each other in
highesteem, giving honor and respect to oneanoth-
er with love and devotion. Always give preference
tothewd fareof the other. Outgoing concernisthe
foundation of the marriage relationship.

[Read Ephesians5:22-25, 28, 33; 1 Peter 3:1,5,7.]

Theessentia qualitiesof ahappy and successful
marriage are those that express an ever-growing,
godly love as described by the apostle Paul to the
Corinthian church. [Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Sowe seethat aloving relationship within mar-
riageisatype of the spiritua relationship between
God and the Church. And it isin your submission
to God's love that this marriage will be strength-
ened and protected.

Asaloving Father, God wantsto pour out upon
us His richest blessings. He wants us al to be
supremely happy. To that end He has given you,
[hisfirst name] and [her first name], thiswonderful
gift of marriage.

Because marriageisadivineingitution, and we
are asking God to join you as husband and wife, it
isfitting and right that each of you should faithful-
ly promise before God to accept the sacred mar-
riage covenant according to the divinely ordained
conditions established by Almighty God.

Do you then [hisfirst name], faithfully promise
and covenant with God, in the presence of these
witnesses, totake[her full name] to beyour lawful

L7/
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wedded wife—in sickness and in hedlth, in good
timesand in difficult times, for aslong asyou both
shall live—to love her, cherish her, honor her and
providefor her?[Groom answers]

And do you, [her first name], faithfully promise
and covenant with God, in the presence of these
witnesses, to take[hisfull name] to beyour lawful
wedded husband—in sickness and in hedlth, in
goodtimesand indifficult times, for aslong asyou
both shall live—to love him, cherish him, honor
him and, as God has ordained, submit yoursdlf to
him?[Brideanswers]

Sincedl ordination or setting apart inthe Scrip-
turesisby thelaying on of hands, wouldyou please
joinyour right handsand, with thelaying on of my
hands, | will ask the Eternd God to unite you as
husband and wife.
(Paye] _

By the authority of Jesus Chrigt, | now pro-

nounce you husband and wife!

Protecting Kids From
Punishment: Teaching
the Wrong Lesson?

A student was kicked out of school for helping
someone cheat on the SAT test. Sounds reason-
able, unlessyouarehisparents. Hisfamily issuing
for $1.1 million to compensate for the “loss of
invaluable childhood friendships. . . and loss to
hisreputation,” reportsU.S News& World Report.
Inan aticletitled “ Parentsin aHaze?' (May 26,
2003), the magazine highlighted the lack of
parental support in the teaching of morals. “ Peo-
pledon’tliketohavetheir children punished,” said
Michele Rhule, aprincipa in Pennsylvania

“The 2002 Ethics of American Youth survey
found that 3 of 4 high school students admitted to
cheating on at least one test during the previous
year. Some 38 percent acknowledged stealing
something from a store, and 37 percent said they
wouldlieinorder to get agoodjob,” the magazine
reported.

But what does God say to parents?“ You shall
teach [God's words] diligently to your children,
and shall talk of them whenyou sitinyour house,
when you walk by the way, when you lie down,
and when you riseup” (Deuteronomy 6:7).

Share Your Treasures!

Do you have any short items of biblical wis-
dom, humor or practica information that you
wouldliketoshareinthissection?Or if you have
any suggestions, please contact United News,
PO. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
or mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Does the Bible Teach a “Secret Rapture”?

Millions have read the Left Behind books based on a secret rapture. According to the most com-
mon version of therapture, Christ will approach the earth, not return to it, to secretly seize believers
seven years before His actual return. Does the Bible teach this? The basis of theteaching is 1 Thes-
saonians 4:16-17 where Paul says Christians“shall becaught up . . . tomeet the Lord intheair”

Context: Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 after the unexpected deaths of some brethren there
toremind them of thehope of theresurrection. Nothing in thispassagejustifiesan understanding oth-
er than that it isreferring to Christ’s second coming. The “shout,” “voice of an archangdl” and “the
trumpet of God” seem anything but secret (verse 16).

Related Passages: In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul wrote that the resurrection would occur “a Hiscoming”
(verse23) andat “thelast trumpet” (verse52). Thisistheseventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15-18, which
announces Christ's second coming, the establishment of His Kingdom on earth. Wherewill Christ be
after meeting the saintsin the clouds?“ In that day Hisfeet will stand onthe Mount of Olives’ (Zechari-
ah 14:4; compareActs 1:9-11). Matthew 24:36-44 doestalk of some being prepared for Christ's com-
ing, and othersleft unprepared, but it doesn't say God's people will be taken to heaven.

For Morelnformation: “What's* Left Behind' intheRapture Theory?” (March/April 2000 Good News,
www.ucg.org/gn/gn27/rapture.html), Heaven & Hell, The Book of Revelation Unveiled and the GN
radio program 48 “Are Christians Raptured Away?’ (www.ucg.org/radio/gnrparchive.htm).
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Half Empty or Half Full? We Don’t Know the Half of It!

® We humans tend to frame
our outlook in terms of half
empty or half full. But there
is a different—a higher—
perspective.

by Robert Curry

Tonight the Big Dipper dominatesthe
northern sky. Beaming brilliantly just
above the mountaintops west of Pikes
Peak in Colorado Springs, Colorado,
this famous constellation awes even
unbelievers.

For me, theway it was placed—per-
fectly upright—inspired metoimagine
acup ready to pour out God'sblessings
on Hischildren below!

A thought followed that seemsto nat-
urally accompany any drinkingvessd: Is
it half empty? Or half full?

Overflowing!

Has God ever done anything
halfway? The Creator pronounced
everything He had made “very good””
Tak about an understatement! The Big
Dipper isa“very good” example!

What does God promise for obedi-
ently tithingand giving offerings?*‘And
try Me now in this says the Lorp of
Hosts, ‘If | will not openfor youthewin-
dows of heaven and pour out for you
such blessing that therewill not beroom
enough toreceiveit'” (Maachi 3:10).

Sometimes, though, maybeour room
fedshaf empty. Maybethere'snothing
that you're sure was a specid gift from
God. You don't even want to say it, but
do God'swindowsfed tightly shut?

Maybealittle better, doesyour room
feel half full?“We have food and aroof
over our head, thank God!”

Thetruthis, if wearefaithfully tithing
and giving offerings, our spiritud and
physicd “rooms’ arelovingly deco-
rated wall to wall, and God
wishes we were
ready to han-
dle more
opportunities,
challengesand
growth. God
ladles  bless-
ings overflow-
ing that we too
often don't ful-
ly appreciate.

Loads Us With Benefits!

Notice a very interesting scripture,
Psalm 68:19: “Blessed betheL ord, who
dally loadsuswith benefits” Theword-
ing might make some picture adding
heavy goods to the back of a donkey.
SomeChrigtianscongtantly act likethey
think God has burdened them with too
much! Or at |least they fed they arepret-
ty closeto “thelast straw.”

| prefer to pictureloadsuswith ben-
efits’ as scooping dips of delicious
chocolate-chocolatechipicecreamonto

a waffle cone. With a big dipper! Of
coursg, inthiscasel don'twanttoend up
without roomtoreceiveit—est therebe
hoursof discomfort later!

God promisesHe* will not alow you
tobetempted beyondwhat youareable’
(1 Corinthians 10:13). God knowswhen
two dipsare enough!

If we think

God
hes alowed too
much to come our way, we
should beencouraged that Hethinkswe
are way more able than we do! If we
cooperate, we can grow to be ready for
more service.

Our trids are worth more than gold,
explains Peter (1 Peter 1.6-7). “Well,”
youmight joke, “inthat casel fed likea
millionaire!” All thewhile, weknow thet
thefruitsof theHoly Spirit and righteous
godly character are our true weglth.

Daily weshould ask God for wisdom
(James 1:5). Thismeans asking God to
help usmanage and serve effectively in
our gpheres of influence such asfamily,
job, church and community. And what
will be God'sresponse?A half answer?

No, verse 5 says God “givestodl liber-
aly’!

Mud or Stars?

God's relationship with us is over-
flowing! Remember the little rhyme:
“Two men looked out from

prison
bars. One saw the
mud, the other sars”

This concept is thought-changing.
Morethan that, it can belife-changing!
Both men stayed in prison. Both win-
dowsofferedthesameview. Theground
was muddy. But we want to be the one
with vision. The solution waswhere he
chosetolook.

Everybody looks at the same water
level. The difference is how we choose
to evauateit. What we chooseisevery-
thing.

“| call heaven and earth as witnesses
today againgt you, that | have set before
youlifeand desth, blessingand cursing;
therefore choosellife, that both you and
your descendantsmay live” (Deuteron-
omy 30:19).
The Big Dipper
testifies  this
messagemight-
ily and nightly,

until one day
God will bring
new heavens

earth.

Hebrews
describes how
we will inherit
“al things'—
the universe
(28)!  Ser-
mons have speculated
that if as many as 50 hillion humans
areresurrected asimmortal children of
God, they could echinherit at least two
gaaxies

Truly, “eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor have entered into the heart of
man thethingswhich God has prepared
for thosewho loveHim” (1 Corinthians
2:9) For you! And“thesufferingsof this
present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be
revededinus’ (Romans8:18).

Half empty?Half full ?1f wethink that
way, weredly don't know thehalf of it!
Choose overflowing! un

Follow-up to Article on
Dating Outside the Church

by Mike Bennett

Several letters, E-mails and tele-
phone calls came in response to the
article” Courting Compromise: Myths
About Dating Outside the Church” in
the May issue of United News, page
16.

To the Married

A number of those who responded
pointed out that the article could be
seen asoffensiveand “ devoid of sym-
pathy” for thosewho arealready mar-
ried, especialy the many mates who
attend United Church of God services
but who are not baptized.

We are truly sorry that the article
cameacrossthat way to somewho are
already married. As managing editor,
my heart goes out to those who felt
offended by thearticle. Thosewho are
aready married arein amuch differ-
ent situation than thosethe articlewas
addressed to. Those mates who are
attending church, interested in read-
ing theliterature, perhapsconsidering
baptism, are certainly in a much dif-
ferent situation.

We did run a“Q&A” in the same
May issue that was more directly to
those who are already married (page
18). For this different audience and
situation, a much different approach
iscaledfor.

We respect and honor al who

choose to attend services with us,
and we give our sincere apology to
any nonmember mate for any unin-
tentional offense this article may
have caused.

To the Unmarried

The article was written and intend-
ed for those not yet married, and the
author wastrying to approach the sub-
jectin astraightforward way to reach
those not yet married who had some
of those questions.

Though the approach was straight-
forward and pulled no punches, its
underlying teaching is based on the
“Marrying Outside the Faith Church
Policy Paper” approved by the Coun-
cil of Eldersin January 1998.

The full text of the paper can be
read or downloaded from the study
papers page of the United Web site at
WWW.UCg.org/papers.

The Q&A included here addresses
another question we received in
responseto thearticle, and coverssev-
eral elements of the policy paper as
well.

A related persond story shared by a
young person in the Church aso
appearedinthe October-December 2002
Youth United E-magazine. You can find
this touching, interesting article, “One,
but Not the Same” on the Web at
http://lyouthmegazineorg/yuarticleasgp?
volume=3&issue=4& atide=soulmete. un

Q&A: Why do ministers perform marriages between
members and nonmembers?

Thank you for your question about
“Courting Compromise: Myths About
Dating Outside the Church” (May
2003, page 16). Apparently, theré'sa
misunderstanding about what the UCG
isdoing, and wewe come the opportu-
nity to clarify thisimportant issue.

Fromyour letter it seemsthat you see
acontradiction between the articleand
the fact that some UCG ministers per-
form marriages between one of our
members and a nonmember. The true
pictureisthat we areworking together.
We're using United News as one of
many waysto communicate thevaues
to which we hold as an organization.
What the article said to unmarried
membersisbased onthe official teach-
ing of theChurch, including every e der
of the GCE.

The United News article is part of a
united effort to educate our unmarried
membership and encourage everyone
in the direction that will benefit them
themost. In addition to educating peo-
ple through publications, our pastors
and elders teach the same gpproach in
sermonettes, sermons and counseling,
aswell asin private conversations. By
al of thosemethods, westrongly advise
our membersto chooseto marry inthe
faith.

But, what areweto do with onewho
wantstobeamember of the UCG, who,
after receiving our strongest recom-
mendations to the contrary, is deter-

mined to marry someone who isnot a
member?Our leadership hasgiventhis
matter seriousand prayerful considera
tion. A task forcewascommissioned to
produce a study paper on the subject,
whichwedistributedtod| of our elders
to receive amultitude of counsel. God
sometimes gives us only principleson
issues, instead of commandments. We
determined after much study that God
gave usaprinciplein thismatter, not a
commandment. The consensus we
reached was that marrying outside the
Church isill-advised, but there's no
scriptural basis for us to discipline a
member who choosesto do <o (that is,
noscriptura basisfor ustorefuseto per-
formthemarriageor to put themember
out of the Church).

Weleaveit uptotheindividua elder
asked to performtheceremony between
amember and anonmember to decide
if hewill performit. In somesituations,
it promotes the relationship between
minister, member and nonmember
pouse.

Weassureyou that weclearly advise
everyoneof thepotentia problemsheor
she faces in marrying outside of the
Churchand that werecommend against
it. And, wewould not officiateat amar-
riagein which the attitude of themem-
ber is defiant against authority. B, if
heor sheissubject to God and respect-
ful of our counsel but expressesthat he
or sheiswilling to live with the conse-

quences, we'releft with adecison. Do
we perform the marriage in a spirit of
love, respecting the member’s differ-
ence of opinion and hopefully estab-
lishing a relationship with the non-
member? Or, do we refuse to perform
the ceremony, potentially hurting our
relationship with both the member and
the nonmember?

What would Chrigt have us do? It's
not aneasy decison. It'saweighty chal-
lenge to be afaithful minister of God,
teaching people what we believeisthe
best way for them to live and yet con-
tinuing to serve them when they make
unwise choices. Yet, there are many
examplesin the Bible of God continu-
ing towork with Hispeople, in spite of
thefact that they chose not to fully fol-
low His advice. These examples
encourage s to redize that we some-
timesneed to do the same.

Itisour standard proceduretheat al of
the above take place before any mar-
riageceremony. It may ssemonthesur-
facetha theminigerswerenotinagree-
ment with what you read in the United
News aticle, for you would not know
al that went on in the counseling
process before the marriage.

| hope this clarifies that the entire
UCG minigtry isin agreement on this
issue. Wesdlicit your prayersfor Godto
give us the wisdom that we need to
serve Him and Hispeople.

Cecil E. Mararville
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Local Church Updates

g tFet
Church Teen
Makes Headlines
by Not Running on
Sabbath

“Bridgette Sexton is one of the pre-
mier high school sprintersin Washing-
ton. However, she won't win a state
track titletoday, and shewouldn't have
itany other way,” reported theVancou-
ver, Washington, Columbian newspa
per Saturday, May 31.

“Sexton, competing at the Class 2A

“It's not easy though. There is a
temptation. Teammates probably
would prefer sherun on Saturdays, but
they would never pressure her todo so.
It wouldn't work, anyway.

““It'sreally cool that she does that,
but sometimes it's disappointing
because. . . we don't have her,’ team-
mate Sareh Davissaid. . .

“Her coaches and directors al
accommodate her. They know the
rules. No games on the Sabbath. No
rehearsals. No concerts. Not even state
championships”

Bridgetteisthe daughter of Rex and

Petty Sexton, who pastor the Tacoma

BT I] ey Fe———

Bridgette Sexton
made headlines
by not running

on the Sabbath

state meet, post-
ed the fastest preliminary time in the
400 meters and adso qudified for
today’sfinalsin her other three events.
However, theLaCenter junior said she
will remain faithful to her religious
beliefs and not compete today while
observing the Sabbath,” wrote reporter
Howie Stalwick.

It turns out Bridgette's time in the
preliminaries on Friday of 58.30 sec-
ondsin the 400 meterswas faster than
the state champion on Saturday
(58.46). Her dedicationtoher religious
beliefs made severa headlines. The
May 31 Columbian article quotes her
assaying:

“*| just wanted to comeout hereand
make a statement, said Sexton, non-
denominational Christianand member
of the United Church of God, whose
Sabbath runs from sundown Friday to
sundown Saturday. ‘ There'ssomething
morethanwinning.”

An earlier article in the May 24
Columbian wastitled, “ Sexton will let
her times make statement: beliefs pre-
vent her from running in the 2A state
finals” Reporter Andrew Seligman
wrote:

“Where Sexton would finish at state
issomething of amystery. Every year,
she qudlifies. Then, she withdraws
before the championship round. Why?
She'swilling to secrifice amedal, not
her religious beliefs. . .

“‘My god isto go to state, run my
hardest, make a statement and walk
out, Sextonsaid. ‘If | give up now and
| don't follow my beliefs, what wasthis
al worth?

and Olympia, Washington, congrega-
tions.

Family Weekend
Held in Phoenix

Brethren from several dates gath-
ered for adelightful Family Weekend
on March 29 and 30, 2003. Sabbath
serviceswereheld at the Phoenix East
congregation’s meeting facility. Ser-
monshby Randy Schreiber and Robert
Dick were about communicating with
our Heavenly Father and with Jesus
Christ as our future “husband.” The
combined Phoenix Choir sang very
inspiring special music.

After services a variety of educa
tional seminarsweregiven on family-
related topicsvarying fromgrief man-
agement to choosing a mate God's
way. A panel of members from the
NorthernArizonacongregationheldan
open informational forum about the
“Growing Kids God's Way” program
they had just completed. That program
has been recommended by areamem-
berswho have participated init.

Brethren met thenext morning at the
South Mountain Preserve State Park in
Phoenix. Inagorgeous Sonoran Desert
environment

they  enjoyed
hiking, biking
and a delicious

were held outdoors. Brethren heard
advice on how to let go of emotiona
“baggage” and better relate to their
spouses. Thepastorspresenting thevar-
ious sessions were well prepared and
inspiring, and it was enjoyable for al
who attended.

What ablessing to be able to gather
and remind ourselvesof theimportance
of thefamily!

Denise Dix and Helen Braman

Bismarck High
School Senior
Receives
Director’s Award

At thelast performance of the Man-
dan High School Concert Choir on
May 18, 2003, 18-
year-old senior
Brandon  Schulz,
who attendsthe Bis-
marck, North Dako-
ta, congregation,
was presented with §
theDirector'sAward
by choir director f
Keri Hess. This
avardisgiventoone
choir student at the
end of each year.

For Brandon the
avard wasextraspe-
cid because it had

never been given to Brandon Schulz receives

anyone before for Director's Award
the reasons it was awarded to him.
Brandonwaschosento betherecipient
of the award because he went above
and beyond what was required to par-
ticipate in choir. Specificaly, he
received theaward dueto hisdiligence
in adhering to hisreligious beliefs and
the fine example he set for his fellow
classmates in choir during his four
yearsat the high school.

Barb Schulz, Brandon’s mother and
longtime member of God's Church,
said that she was speechless and that
seeing Brandon

receive the
avad was a
“very  moving
experience.”
& “Through the
yearsit hasbeen
challenging to
rear children in
— God's way. It's

not easy for youthin God'sChurch
tobedifferent. Somethinglikethis
makesit al worthwhile; that kind
of recognition israre” It was an
honor to Brandon; but even more,
hismother concluded, “ It wassuch
an honor to God, especidly.”

Brethren enjoy outdoors and
seminars at the Family Weekend in
Phoenix, Arizona. Top left, Bob Dick
and James Capo; right, Randy
Schreiber (photos by Helen Braman)

pancakebreskfast prepared by Phoenix
brethren. After breakfast four more
enlightening and uplifting seminars

The choir director, Keri Hess,
stated, “I have the utmost respect for
Brandon and the sacrifice he made. He
held onto hisrdligious beliefs and did-
n't infringe on anyone else's beliefs”
Ms. Hess was impressed with Bran-
don’sdedicationto thechoir despitehis
religious beliefs, which prevented him
from singing Christmas and other sea

sona songs during the school year.

Ms. Hess noticed that Brandon did
not do homework for other subjects
whilein her class, but listened atten-
tively to her instruction. In addition
Brandon never ridiculed anyone else
for their beliefs and never complained
about not being ableto participate dur-
ing the singing of the Christmas and
other seasonal songs. He acknowl-
edged the way thingswere and accept-
ed them.

“Due to the way he acts, everyone
respectshimfor it. They don'tthink it's
aweird way to live; and it'snot. It is
just away to live your life. Kids were
standing up for Brandon, too. Other
kidsrespected him, too.” Ms. Hesscon-
cluded, “I could talk for along time
about Brandon because | just like him
somuch.”

Pam Redline

¢ Beloit Honors
4 Gary and
Gale Black

The Beloit, Wisconsin,
congregation gaveasurprise
tea in honor of Gary and
Gale Black being hired into
the full-time ministry
following Sabbath ser-
vices on May 24. Mr.
Black has also been
named as the new pas-
tor of the St. Paul, Min-
nesota, and Eau Claire, Wiscon-
SN, congregations. Their transfer
will take place later in the sum-
mer. Their officid hire date was
June 1.

It is a wonderful opportunity
for the Blacks and their three daugh-
ters, Kristen, Kelsey and Kaitlyn, but
the Beloit and Wisconsin Dells con-
gregationsare going to missthem very
much. Following their graduationfrom
Ambassador College in 1988, the
Blackshavebeen strong pillars of faith
and serviceintheloca area

Taped congratulatory telephone
messages were played during the tea

Gary and Gale Black, and their
children Kristen, Kaitlyn and Kelsey,
were surprised with a tea in their
honor by the Beloit congregation

Messages were heard from various
family members, from Richard Pinelli,
operationsmanager for Ministeria Ser-

vices, and from former pastors in the
area, Gary Petty and Randy Stiver. A
beautiful cake was baked by Daphne
Schultz for the tea
Mr. Black was ordained by Steve
Nutzman as an elder on the Feast of
Trumpetsin 2001. The Blacksattend-
ed the Ministeria Candidate Program
at thehomeofficein Cincinnati in Sep-
tember 2002. Five elders who were a
part of the Ministeriad Candidate Pro-
gram at that time have now been hired
into the full-time ministry.
Steve Nutzman

Dallas Seniors’
Luncheon: Blast
From the Past and
Present

Our much anticipated Dallas
Seniors' Luncheon was held on Sab-
bath, April 12, in the Fellowship Hall
of Unity Church
where we meet
for services. A
first for the now
combined Dal-
las North and
South churches,
the theme was

F

Amanda Hendee and Colby Vaughn
escort Sarah Prado at the Dallas
Seniors’ Luncheon; above, two of
the performers, Katie Collins and
Amber Benedict (photos by John
Lusk)

Dallas Teens and Big Band Sounds!
Most of our teens joined our older
membersto enjoy afine catered meal.
Teens arrived early to be ready to pin
flowers on all our honored brethren.
Therest of theteensgreeted our seniors
and escorted them to their tables.

Our pastor, Doug Horchak, offered
a hearty welcome to our seniors and
provided introductory remarks to get
theluncheon off toarousing start. After
aprayer of blessing on themed, teens
at each table provided each of our
seniorswithadelightful plateof Italian
food and drink.

During the luncheon everyone
enjoyed decorations and memorable
big band sounds of the’40s. After din-
ner wewereall treated to lovely musi-
cal presentations from several of our
teens: Katie Collins, Becky Horchak,
Chelsea Glasgow, Amanda Richards,
Emily Sandilands and Amber Bene-
dict.

After abreak, another special treat
for those present was apanel, on stage,
of three of our senior members, Tina
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Engelbart, Louise Winant and Wayne
Carpenter. John Lusk moderated as
they answered many questionsfromthe
teensabout their own livesasteenagers,
the lessons learned growing to adult-
hood and the influence of God's way

gave two presentations on Noah's ark
and early man.

Saturday evening the teenagers and
young adults attended a dinner and
prom. Others stayed at the St. Paul
church hall for a potluck dinner and
games.

On Sunday amidday picnicwasheld
at Kaposia Park. Everyone had agrest
timeenjoying several activities, includ-
ing softball, football, eating, singing
and just plain old talking.

Pete McNair

Principal
Receives
Awards

Dan Salcedo, principal of
SantaAnaHigh School, San-
ta Ana, Cdifornia, and an
elder in the Garden Grove
congregation, wasthe recipi-

A senior panel of Tina Engelbart,
Louise Winant and Wayne Carpenter,
with moderator John Lusk, fielded
questions from teens in Dallas; above,
John Holmes enjoys his meal
compliments of Justin Sandilands

throughout the years. We feel it was
very educational and informative for
our teens, and an opportunity to share
years of experience with them evenin
suchashort time.

After concluding remarks by Mr.
Horchak and alist of thanks to many
who helped make thisafine luncheon,
another Dallas teen, Amanda Hendee,
sang afina songand everyonewasdis-
missed for our regular Sabbath service.

Thanksagain to al our teensand to
these brethren who helped make our
Senior Luncheon a success: Rick and
DianeBennis, KrisBrooks, J.J. Brooks,
John Bynum, Justin Glasgow, Dora
Jennings, Matthew Jennings, D.J. Pdla-
ciosand David Treybig.

John Lusk

May Family
Weekend Held in
Twin Cities

OnMay 17 and 18 the Minnegpolis
and St. Paul, Minnesota, congregations
hosted theannu-
a Family Week-
endin St. Paul.
More than 300
people, includ-
ing families
from across the
region, joined
together for fun,

ent of the Vision of Excel-
lence award presented by Project
Tomorrow. Project Tomorrow annual-
ly recognizes outstanding efforts and
accomplishments in the field of sci-
ence. The event was held at the Beck-
man Center on the campus of Univer-
Sty of Cdlifornia, Irvine, ontheevening
of May 3.
According to the Project Tomorrow
Web site, “Awards were based on out-
standingingtructional leadership, focus

Dan Salcedo, center, an elder in the
Garden Grove, California,
congregation, was one of the winners
of the Vision of Excellence award

on student learning, evidence of acol-
laborative professional |learning ability
to engage the community . . . Mr. Sal-
cedo [was honored] with aletter from
the Governor and a$5,000 check.”

SantaAnaHigh School,
with 4,000 students and
200 certified staff mem-
bers, hasthehighest enroll-
ment of any school in
Orange County.

Al Mijares, superinten-
dent of the Santa Ana
school district, wrote:

fellowship and

learning. The Minneapolis elder Lonnie
theme for the Giesvold pitching at the picnic
weekend was May 18 (photo by Pete McNair)

“Unsinkable
Faith” and focused on strengthening
thefaith of al ages.

On Sabbath, Steve Myers delivered
ayoung adultsBiblestudy inthemorn-
ing. Guest spesker and UCGIA presi-
dent Roy Holladay spoke at services.
Following services, Arnold Mendez

“Dan Salcedo represents
thehighestidealsof school
leadership. He richly
deserves the recognition
and accolades for his
excellence, enthusiasm and love for
students, parentsand staff. Dan consis-
tently demonstratesthat ‘ high expecta
tions bring high performance.” Addi-
tionally, he continues to display the
highest degree of character andintegri-
y”

Mr. Salcedo also was the honored
recipient of the Administrator of the
Year Award on June10a the SantaAna
Unified School Digtrict Board meeting.
The award winner is chosen annualy
by the SASAA (Santa Ana School
AdministratorsAssociation) members.

Australian
Regional Youth
Weekend Includes
Dance and Car
Rally

On the Labour Day long weekend,
the Brisbane, Queendand, congrega
tion hosted aRegional Youth Weekend
for young adults in Brisbane and sur-
rounding areas.

Theweekend started out on Saturday

[l = T - -
Brisbane, Australia, hosts a youth
weekend including a barbecue and
car rally

morning with a youth Bible study by
Stephen Clark. The study highlighted
thesmilaritiesin Danid’sand Joseph's
experiences to that of youth today. We
discussed how both Daniel and Joseph
were placed in foreign cultures, and
needed to proveand maintain their com-
mitment to God in asociety that did not
embrace God's way of life. Their
demonstrated commitment and faith
provides an examplefor ustoday.

Following a light lunch, regular
church serviceswereheld—againwith
ayouth-focused theme. David Maczek
gavethe sermonette, which highlighted
theimportance of improving our char-
acter through ensuring that we havethe
right attitude. We then heard from Mr.
Clark again, who spoke on the impor-
tance of family lifein society and the
impact that our family relationships
have on the overall condition and state
of theworld in which welive.

After services, apotluck dinner was
held prior to a bush dance that was
enjoyed by the young and young-at-
heart. Themusical talent of theband for
the evening—Crossfire—was much
appreciated by al and provided the
boot-scooting rhythms for the dancing
throughout the night!

Thehighlight of theweekend wason
Sunday morning with the commence-
ment of the car rally. After weeks of
announcing the big event, we were al
rather curious to see how the day pro-
ceeded and, of course, who would be
successful in the quest to complete the
clues with the minimum amount of
assigance.

The rally was held throughout the
suburbsof Brishane, taking about three
and a half hours to complete. Cryptic

i

clues—provided by Evan Ware and
Russdll Barnett—were given for each
mystery venue and points allocated
depending ontheamount of help need-
ed to successfully establish the desti-
nation. After much deliberation over
adding up the score, our successful car
was the Maczek family finishing with
the least amount of points.

The car rally finished in the Mt.
Coot-tha parklands, whereaBBQ and

gameswere held.
W\endy Lister

“Elvis” Appears at
Eureka Variety
Show

After Sabbath servicesMarch 29, the
Eureka, Cdlifornia, congregation
enjoyed a ddicious potluck med and
inthe evening we experienced our
12th annua variety show. There
was quiteavariety of acts, includ-
4 ingsinging, lip-sync, knock-knock

(pastor Wayne Dunlap), a skit
titled “Amazing Ants,” accordion
music played by Vern McGaugh-
| gy, efc.
| Therewere participants of vari-
ous ages. The youngest was 22-
month-old Sarah Goodrich, who
cantalk liketheanimas. Themost
hilarious act was the appearance of the
“Soggy-Bottom Boys’ from the movie
O Brother, Where Art Thou? (played by

™
Norma and Roy Holladay and Gary
and Barbara Antion celebrated their
40th anniversaries in June and were
honored by the home office staff

June 23 (photo by Janet Treadway)

Matthew Fenchel did the honors of
presenting each couple with a dozen
beautiful yellow roses from the staff
and ABC students.

What is the glue that has held their
marriagestogether?Mr.Antion said, “1
would say having God in our livesis
the number one factor. Besides that
great factor is safe communication—
knowing you can tak to each other
about anything and receive under-
standing. Finally, truly enjoying being
with each other. When you spend vir-
tually 24 hours a day together when
becoming apastor without an assistant,
you'd better like being with each other.
Sharing fun occasions helps us enjoy
being with one another.”

Mr. Holladay said, “That is not an
easy questionto answer—certainly not
in one sentence. | would say love,
respect and appreciation of one anoth-
er arepart of that glue. Wehavetried to
not let our love die or grow stale and
have continued to date and court

our own Jerry Bilyeuand
sons), which kept us al
in stitches! But al was

“Soggy-Bottom Boys” Jerry Bilyeu
and sons Andrew and Travis; inset,
Sarah Goodrich, one of the “Amazing
Ants” (photos by Kandy Goodrich)

kept under control by our gun-dinging
magter of ceremonies, Mark Taylor.
Every year there is something new.
What will we come up with next year
for our 13th annua show?\Who knows,
but it isguaranteed to be alot of fun!
Kandy K. Goodrich

Home Office Staff
Celebrates Two
40th Anniversaries

On June 23 the home office staff
honored two couples with cake and
punch for their 40th wedding anniver-
saries. Roy and Norma Holladay and
Gary and Barbara Antion celebrated
their 40th wedding anniversaries in
June.

during al those years. God's Spirit
and God'slawsgoverning our mar-
riage have helped immensely. It
helps to build a marriage on the
right foundation to start with and
then use the proper building mate-

ridsafter that”
Terri Eddingtonand LisaFenchel
worked to put thisactivity together.
Janet Treadway

Baptisms in
Roanoke, Virginia

In January 1996, anumber of mem-
berslivinginVirginiaand Jm Haeffele,
now apastor inNorth Carolina, formed
the Roanoke congregation of the Unit-
ed Church of God. Seven years |ater,
just prior to Passover thisyear, we had
our first baptisms. Thefour peoplebap-
tizedwereBob Born, Robert Worsham,

Bob Born, Robert Worsham and Kirk
and Jenny Spitzer Il were baptized
by Don Shaw and John Foster

Kirk Spitzer Il and hiswife, Jenny (Ear-
les) Spitzer. Don Shaw, elder, and John
Foster, pastor, conducted the baptisms.

John Foster
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B | rth S engagement of their daughter, Kristina Jim and his wife Marjorie enjoyed  John'ssister. Johnhad just returned from

Micah Allen and Hallie Elizabeth
Averett

Rich and Rachel (Velting) Averett of
Dallas, Texas, are very proud and very
blessed to announce the birth of Hallie
Elizabeth and Micah Allen. Hallie and
Micahwerebornon Feb. 3, 2003, a 6:33
p.m. and 6:37 p.m., respectively. Halie
weighed 6 pounds and was 18 inches
long. Micahweighed 5 pounds9 ounces
andwasaso 18incheslong. Big brother,
Ethan James, isredly happy to have a
brother andasister bothat thesametime!

Hallie and Micah are the second and
third grandchildren for proud grandpar-
ents, Richard and Nancy Velting of the
Dallas congregation, and the sixth and
seventh grandchildren for proud grand-
parents Jm and Jannette Averett of
Greenshoro, North Carolina

Abraham and Cathy Stores of Port-
land, Oregon, are pleased to announce
thehirth of their first child, MakanaKay

Makana Kay Stores

Stores. Makana was born on April 9,
2003. She weighed 7 pounds 8 ounces
and was 19 inches long. This precious
gift from God iswelcomed by the Port-
land East congregation and proud grand-
parents.

Engagements

Allen and Sandi Hirst of Spokane,
Washington, are pleased toannouncethe

Kristina Hirst and Luke Crane

Marie, toLukeElliot Crane, sonof Wal-
ter and Kitty Crane of Gladewater,
Texas. Plans are being made for awed-
ding in Spokane on Jan. 3, 2004.

Weddings

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Allen Jr. of
Springville, Alabama, and Mr. and Mrs.
Dan Summy of Mingo Junction, Ohio,
are very pleased to announce the mar-
riage of their children Rachel Caroline
Allen and Michael David Summy. The

Michael and Rachel Summy

wedding took placeon July 28, 2002, at
the Historic Carriage Room and Court-
yard in Springville, and was officiated
by Bruce Gore. The bridesmaids were
Sarah Allen and Mélanie Yates. The
groomsmen were Scott Summy and
Fred McDougle. A dinner and dance
reception followed the ceremony. The
coupleresidesin Springvilleand attends
the Gadsden, Alabama, congregation.

Mr. and Mrs. George T. Allen Jr. and
Mr. and Mrs. Steve M. Hicks Sr. of
Springville, Alabama, are very pleased
to announce the marriage of thelr chil-
dren Sarah LettitiaAllen and William
Vernon Hicks. The wedding took place

William and Sarah Hicks

onAug. 25,2002, at MatthewsManor in
Springville, and wasofficiated by Bruce
Gore. The bridesmaids were Rachel
Summy, Melanie Yates, Andrea Ship-
man, Whitney Satterfield and Cindy
Gore. Theflower girl was Sydney Rut-
ter. The groomsmen were Steve M.
HicksJ., |saac Shultz, George T. Allen
111, Gabriel Satterfield and Michael
Summy. A reception and dance fol-
lowedthe ceremony. Thecoupleresides
in Springvilleand attendsthe Gadsden,
Alabama, congregation.

Raymond Blank and Vivian Smyda
exchanged vowson May 24, 2003. The

Vivian and Raymond Blank

ceremony was held in Cedar Hill,
Texas, inthe home of Jamesand Linda
Smyda Thecouplewill resideinBiloxi,
Mississippi.

Anniversaries

John and Winifred Kieviet, deacon
and deaconess in the Grand Rapids,
Michigan, congregation, celebrated their
50thanniversary onMay 22, 2003. They
were surprised on May 10 with a party
givenby their children: Bruceand Deb-
bie Kieviet of Cincinnati, Ohio; Cindy
and Fred Slikkersof Michigan; and two

John and Winifred Kieviet

grandchildren, Angela and Robert
Whitaker of Cincinnati. OnMay 30they
werehonored by the Grand Rapidscon-
gregation with a beautiful cake and
snacks. TheKievietshaveatended since
1963.

Obituaries

James Edward Sharver, 69, of Boise,
Idaho, died June 9 a a Boise hospitdl.
James was born June 6, 1934, in Salli-
saw, Oklahoma, the oldest of three chil-
dren. After serving hiscountry intheAir
Force, he worked in commercial con-
structionmost of hiscareer. Hewasbap-
tized into God's Churchin 1964.

James Edward Sharver

travel. They madetripsto Europe, Alas-
kaand lovedtraveling south for thewin-
terintheir RV.

Jmissurvivedby hiswifeof 10years;
his sister Mary Tucker of Ft. Worth,
Texas, three children and their spouses:
Sherri and Paul Wimberly of Sumral,
Mississippi; Steven and Monica Sharv-
er of Garland, Texas; and Sharla and
Peter Paige of Whitsett, North Caroling;
and 11 grandchildren: Shanda, Shaina,
Sasha, Mark, Amanda, Melissa, Eric,
Alyssa Adam, Joshand Jeke. Jmisaso
survived by three stepchildren and their
spouses. Pamela and David Blue of
Boiseandtheir childrenAaronand Ryan;
Micheel and Kelley Farley of Boiseand
their childrenAshley, Jesscaand Kelsey;
and Jerry and Mariann Farley of Trout-
dale, Oregon.

The world has lost akind and won-
derful man. Jim used to say hewoke up
happy every day. He shared that happy
Spiritwith everyonehemet. Heenjoyed
life and had great faith. He will be
missed dearly.

Barbara Dean Catoe, 70, of the
Kingsport, Tennessee, congregation,
died May 18, 2003. Mrs. Catoeis sur-

Barbara Dean Catoe

vived by her husband, Harvie; three
daughters, Jenny Lynn Morgen, Karen
D. Lodenand SonjaPaulette Catoe; one
son, Allen Russdll Catoe; five grand-
daughters; and one great-granddaugh-
ter. She was preceded in desth by her
mother, Louise P Wellace, and abroth-
er, Jmmy Wallace. A memorid service
was conducted May 25 by David Dob-
on.

Sarah Rynerson died a homeon Jan.
12, 2003. Shewas born Sept. 23, 1914,
in Georgia. Shewas one of six children
and was home schooled at an early age.

Sarah Rynerson

After some testing, she entered grade
school in the fourth grade and graduat-
ed from high school a 14 and Georgia
State Teachers College at 18. After
teaching high school math for atime,
she joined the Women's Army Corps
during WorldWer 11. After thewar end-
ed, she met John Rynerson through

beingaPOW inthePecifictheater. They
weremarried Jan. 6, 1946. In 1965 they
camein contact with the Church of God
and attended in variouscongregationsin
Indiana, Tennessee, Alabama, Arizona
and Utah.

Sheissurvived by her husband, John;
children, John 111 and Willis, six grand-
children; and four great-grandchildren.

Kenneth Edward Ellis died May 2,
2003. He was born July 26, 1933, in
Chicego, lllinais, the eldest of seven
boys. After working his way through
collegewith ateaching degree, he mar-
ried BarbaraJoan Johnson and they soon
went to Puerto Rico, where Ken was
assigned to teach traineesfor theArmy.

Daughters Barbara Lynn, Elizabeth
Karen and Becky Alesia were born
between 1957 and 1962. In 1964 the
family moved to Pasadena, Cdlifornia,
where Ken was offered a position at

Kenneth Edward Ellis

Imperial  Schools. In 1972 a son,
Christopher, wasborn.

After servingin Chicagoareaschools
for many years, Ken and Barbararelo-
cated to theAtlantaareain 2001, where
they wereliving a thetime of hisdeath
after alongillness.

Kenwas an educator with amaster's
degresin natura science from the Uni-
versity of Idaho, and was credentided
for public safety and driver education,
which hetaught at Imperia High, dong
withbiology. Hisinterestsincluded fish-
ing, camping, water sports, watching
football and baseball, reading and shar-
inghisloveof learningwith hischildren
and six granddaughters.

A 42-year member of God's Church,
baptizedin 1960, hisfaithwasstrength-
ened over theyears. Married to his col-
lege sweetheart for 47 years, he was
dearly loved by hisfamily, friends and
thousands of hisstudents.

Rudolph V. (Rudy) Anderson, 98,
passed away May 3, 2003, in Spring
Hill, Florida, after abrief illness. Hewas

Rudolph V. (Rudy) Anderson

bornMarch 7,1905, onafarminMichi-
gan'sUpper Peninsula. Hisparentsand
grandparents migrated therefrom Swe-
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den. Rudy was the youngest son in a
family of three sonsand five daughters.
Theonly remainingsiblingisElseSlye
who residesin Escanaba, Michigan.
Rudy left the family farm at age 17
for employment in the rubber industry
until hisretirement in 1963, after which
he returned to the Upper Peninsula
There, he and his wife purchased 40

acres of land just outside of Escanaba
where hesubsdized hisincome by cut-
ting pulpwood for many years.

In 1928 he met and married Alice
Schroeder. They weremarried 61 years.
Shepreceded himindesthin December
1989. They had two children, Donald,
who passed away in 1980, and Lois
(Anderson) Evans, alongtime church

Tribute: Werner
W. Krebs

Werner W. Krebs, 74, alongtime
elder in God's Church, died unex-
pectedly of natural causesonMay 23,
2003, in hishomein Crestview Hills,
Kentucky, just south of Cincinnati. He
was born on Nov. 3, 1928, in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, the firstborn son of Ger-
man immigrant parents. He grew up
working in his father’s bakeries in
Cincinnati. He graduated from Wal-
nut Hills High School in 1946, and
entered the University of Cincinnati's
College of Engineering in the fall of
thet year.

Werner met Emily Gilberg of St.
Mary’s, Ohio, onablind datein Day-
ton, Ohio, and they were married on
Dec. 17,1949, in St. Mary's. Werner
graduated from the University of
Cincinnati with an electrical engi-
neering degreein 1951 andwent onto
head the engineering departments of
several companiesover hiscareer.

After 40 yearsof engineeringwork,
Werner retired a theage of 62, tohelp
Emily care for her aging father who
had cometo live with them.

Wermner Krebs

Werner, Emily and their sonsbegan
attending services in the Church of
Godin July of 1967. Hewas ordained
an elder inthe spring of 1973. Werner
had been afaithful servant to God and
to the church for 30 years. Hisservice
wasgrestly gppreciated, and hewill be
sorely missed by his family and
friends.

Werner is survived by his wife,
Emily; their two sons, Greg and Ken;
abrother, Ralph; a sster, Else; and
five niecesand nephews.

member also residing in Spring Hill.
Other survivorsinclude four grandchil-
dren and 13 great-grandchildren.

Rudy was baptized in June 1973 and
saw many changes within the Church.
He passed away knowing the Church
was once again on the right path and
remarked many timesthat hewasawait-
ing thereturn of Jesus Chrigt.

Memoria services were conducted
by his grandson, Eric Evans, pastor of
theAtlantaand Jefferson, Georgia, con-

gregations, prior to Sabbath services
May 10 in Tampa, Horida. Internment
wasin Bark River, Michigan, besidehis
beloved wife, Alice.

Bernice Ma sahn, 80, of the Canton,
Ohio, congregation, died June 17,
2003, following a massive stroke. She
had recently found it necessary tomove
to an assisted carefacility, but wastill
abletoattend Sabbath servicesonarea-
sonably regular basis. Shewasin atten-

dance in Canton for services on June
14, just threedaysbefore her deeth, and
enjoyed a mea with severa Church
membersand families after theservice
that day. Members here will recall her
gentlekindnessandinterestinall mem-
bers of the congregation, young and
old. Sheis survived by her daughter
Patti Lewers, and sons Bruce Masahn
and Roger Malsahn, as well as four
grandchildren and two stepgrandchil-
dren.

Tribute: Ray
Francis Bloom

Ray Francis Bloom, 72, an elder
sarving the Bowling Green, Kentucky,
congregation, died at home June 14,
2003. Hereturned homefromthe Gen-
erd Conferenceof Eldersin Cincinnati
May 5 and suffered a massive stroke
May 8, sending him to the hospital
where he suffered asecond stroke. He
remained in the hospital 26 days, after
which he was sent home to die. He
remained 11 daysat home.

Ray was born Feb. 4, 1931, in Con-
nellsville, Pennsylvania, oneof 11 chil-
dren. Heissurvived by hiswife, Patty;
three children by hisfirst wife, Kay,
who preceded him in death: Randi
Bloom and his wife, Debbie; Laura
Perrot and her husband, Plynn; and Jef-
frey Bloom; two step-children:
Jonathan Jett and hiswife, Linda; and
GinaMcCrady and her husband, Rick.
Ray asoleaves seven grandchildren.

On the Sabbath of June21, Bowling
Green pastor Fred Kellers and elder

Stan Martin conducted a memorial
honoring Ray. Gary Evans, alongtime
friend and elder in Portsmouth, Ohio,
conducted Ray’s graveside service in
Chillicothe, Ohio, June 28.

Ray traveled extensively during the
18 1/2 years of hisAir Force career. At
thetimeGod caledhim, Ray wasayear
and ahdf from retirement and chosea
discharge as conscientious objector to
answer God'scalling. Hehad begun his
education whilein the military, receiv-
ing hisbachel or'sdegree from the Uni-
versity of Omaehain 1964. Hismaster's
degree in specia education was
achieved in 1974 from Ohio Univers-
ty. Heretired aseducation supervisor of
Pike County, Ohio, in 1995.

Ray began attending the Church of
Godin1966in Cdifornia. Hewasbap-
tized Aug. 13, 1966. He was ordained
adeacon in April 1984 and an elder
May 26, 1985. Ray attended churchin
Pennsylvania from 1966 to 1972. In
1972 he moved to Ohio and served
there until 1995. From then until his
death he served the Nashville, Ten-
nessee, and Bowling Green congrega

Ray Francis Bloom

tions. Ray dedicated hislifeto Godand
to the congregations he served. He
deeply loved and cared for hisbrothers
and sstersin Christ. Hewill be greetly
missed by family and themany friends
who truly loved him.

Ray took very serioudy theadmoni-
tionto follow God diligently and care-
fully. Hewas steedfast to thetruth once
delivered and remained truetotheend.
Hedied inthefaith and now awaitsthe
resurrection.

Letters

“Treasure Digest”

A member just called and asked meto
passonamessageconcerning an aticle
entitled, “The Ultimate Father” (June,
page5). Shewouldlikeyoutolet Dawn
Wayne know how much this article
helped her. Thearticlehasbeen so help-
ful toher that sheiscuttingit out tokeep.

Augtrdia

| redly appreciate the “Treasure
Digest” section, as the information is
short and sweet and to the point, thus
enabling usto more readily remember.

Also, please send my deepest thanks
to thewoman who submitted the article
on “Myths About Dating Outside the
Church” (May, page 16). Let her know
that therearemany peoplewho applaud
her effortsin crying doud and daring to
Spesk thetruth.

Arizona

I wouldliketoaddto Jay Turner'sarti-
cleabout Biblestudy (“I KnowAll That
Stuff, SoWhy Dol Still Need to Study?’
May, page 18). | think that he overlooked
one of the best methods of Bible study,
andthat'sthe Good NewsBibleReading
Program. | can't say enoughabouttit. It's
the best Bible study the Church hashad
inthe35years| havebeeninthe Church.

Oregon

Bible Reading Program

My wifeand| wouldliketothank you
and your team for the superb effort you
areputtinginto producing the BRP. We
attended thefirst year of ABC and found
that an eye-openingand excellent year to
say theleast, and westill carry very, very
fond memories of the experience and
learning that wetook back to Australia.

But both Sueand | are so grateful for
the information and conclusions and
lessonsthat you and your team teaseout
of the Scriptures. We have extensive
notesfromABC inour Bibles, but your
BRP“fillsinthegaps’ andgoesonfrom
whereABCwas Itisnot asthoughABC
didn’t complete the picture, but that the
BRP addsto the pictureand thetwo are
S0 complementary.

Sueand| Stdownmost morningsand
work through the BRP for quiteawhile
beforebreskfast. Wefindit amost com-
pulsive reading and, like a good book,
canhardly wait to get tothenext section.

Please express our gratitude to your
team and yoursdlf of course for putting
together such afine publication that is
jam packed with gems of information
andlessons.

Audrdia

The Bible Reading Program is so
absolutely wonderful for persona main-

tenance and church unity. The fruition
of itisevidence of God'sblessing. | am
exceedingly happy that my tithesarenot
empty and that they go to a priesthood
that worksfor God.

Oregon

| can't begin to tell you how much |
enjoy the BRP and how much | have
learned.

| have thought for yearsthat what we
needed was a program that would teech
the Bible. One that would teke a“ stand
back,” s0 to spesk, approach and let the
Biblespesk for itsdlf. | envisioned apro-
gram where the Bible would be exam-
inedin context with history, archaeology,
scence, ec., dongwithcommentary and
referencesto Church literature. Onethat
wouldbea" nondenominationd,” objec-
tive program that someone, anyone,
could reed and say, “Why that'sinterest-
ing—! never knew that.” In other words,
the Bible Reading Program is a dream
cometrueand an answer to prayer.

| redlly believe that this program will
bear alot of fruit. In addition you might
liketoknow that themembersthat | have
talkedto, who areactiveintheprogram,
fed the same way. | fed very sorry for
those who haven't taken advantage of
thisopportunity.

Oregon

Wife of a Clergyman Writes

Thank youfor thesubscriptionto The
Good News and the pamphlets: Time of
the End, The United Sates and Britain
and The Book of Revelation Unvelled.

| can't begin to tell you how much |
have appreciated reading these and the
information that they gaveto me. | was
the wife of a clergyman for 35 years,
until his deeth, and have never read and
learnedwhat | received fromthesecom-
mentaries. | had found a copy of the
Good News magazine in a beauty shop
and then sent in the enclosed card.

| would appreciate receiving a copy
of the literature listed in the enclosed
order blank and also the Bible Sudy
Course.

|l amenclosingasmall gift. Thank you
and may God blessyou asyou continue
to serve Him and HisKingdom.

lllinois

“Your Magazine Is Our
Church”

Many, many thanksfor alovely infor-
mative megazine. | aso thank you for
alowing usto receive it free of charge
and with no pressure for adonation.

We are on a disability pension and
findithardtogotochurch, soyour mag-
azineis our church. We have so much
faith and we thank God every day for

what hehasgivenus. our eyesight, food,
water, children, etc. Even when things
get redlly tough and | pray to God, not
long after my prayersareanswered, and
it'snot luck, it'sfaith.

Thank you, and God bless all
involved in the magazine. Also thank
youtothosewho do sendindonationsto
alow this magazine to be printed and
sent to peoplelikeuswho can't afford it
and otherwisewould missout onsucha
great magazine.

Augtraia(reprinted from United
NewsAustralia, April-June 2003)

Best He’s Read
Please accept thissmall contribution.
| enjoy your magazine so much every
two months. I'm 83 and so thankful to
God for being blessed by Him. Your
magazineisthebest (very best) denom-
inational publication I've ever read.
Louisana

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let usknow if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, PO. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or E-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Continued from page 2

somechallenging problemsthat prompt-
ed usto take alook at the feasibility to
runan effectivecampat Madge Saunders
thissummer,” hewroteto applicants.

Pentecost Offering
Up 2.8 Percent

Gerald Sedlig, United’ scashmanage,
announced preliminary U.S. Pentecost
Holy Day offering information June 18.
The reported offering of $687,807.13 is
a2.8 percentincrease over last year. The
reported attendance of 12,105isa 2.2
percentincresse.

“Oncetheofferingsthat aremailed by
individuas who could not attend a.con-
gregation are banked, this figure will
reach $700,000+,” Mr. Sedlig said.

Attention Jamaica
Feastgoers

Wehaveadded additional information
onthe Feast in Jamaicato the Feast link
on the Caribbean Web pages. You can
download aletter describing Feest activ-
ities, ascheduleof servicesand activities,
aregistration form and a sarving ques
tionnaire.

Visit the site at ucgcaribbean.org and
look for the Feast link.

Kingdey O. Mather

Family Weekend
Set for Florida Aug.
9 and 10

The Tampaand S. Petersburg, Flori-
da, congregations will host a family
weekend Aug. 9 and 10. The weekend
will begin on Saturday with services,
whichwill befollowed by apotluck med
provided by local brethren. The evening
will conclude with aBible Bowl cover-

. What's New on the Web?

On www.ucg.org

m UCG Commentary on This Week’s
News

Weekly commentaries by the United
Church of God written on world news and
trends, from a biblical perspective. Read
these recent commentaries and more:
“There’s More Than a Crack on the Bell”
“What's Behind the Troubling Rise in Anti-
Semitism?”

“What's Behind the Rising European
Superstate?”

“America the Ugly?”

Www.ucg.org/commentary/
u Current World News & Trends

Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!

m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive E-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

m The July Virtual Christian Magazine includes
“Archaeology in Acts, Part 1,” “One Nation
Under God?”, “You Are Free” and more.

vcmagazine.org

On youthmagazine.org

m The July-September Youth United has articles
on friendship, such as “The Most Powerful

Friend,” “Making Peace,” “Ending a Friendship,”

“A Special Friend,” careers, “News for Youth”
and the ever-popular Q&As.

Other Helpful Links
m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
ucgyouth.org
m Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org

m Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

m Good News Web site.
gnmagazine.org

m UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.

www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

youthmagazine.org

contact: webmaster@ucg.org

ing the Gospelsand afamily dance. The
felowshipand funwill continue Sunday
with abeach party at Fort Desoto Park,
one of the nation’s top beaches. Food
and drinkswill be provided at a cost of
$5 per person or $15 per family.

More information can be found at
web.tampabay.rr.com/ucgstp/ or by con-
tacting Michael or Nancy Fike & (813)
788-4709 or micheelfike@hotmail.com.

3.7 Million GN Card
Pack Promotions
to Be Distributed

For the past severd years, the United
Church of God has used “card pack”
print promotionstoreach potential Good
Newssubscribersinthe
United States. Through
this inexpensive yet
effective  advertising
method, our insert
cards, along with pro-
motiona materialsfrom other advertis-
ers, arebundled in cellophane packages
and mailed toindividual households.

This budget year (July 1, 2003, to

June 30, 2004), card packsareagain cen-
tral toour print advertising efforts. Using
the services of four commercia pub-
lishers, over 3.7 million GN insertswill
beproduced. Our inserts, whichcostless
then 2 centseach to print and distribute,
will featureaphoto of alionand alamb
and asks the question: “Looking for
Some Good News?' This year we
expect to add over 27,000 new sub-
scribersat under $2 each.

John LaBissoniere

ABC Mini-Samplers
Announced

Ambassador Bible Center Mini-
Samplersarebeing planned for thefol-
lowing areas.

¢ Sept. 6-7 in Cambridge,
Ohio (instructors Ralph Levy
and Matthew Fenchdl).

e Sept. 13-14 in Boston,
Massachusetts (Gary Antion
= and Don Ward).

* Nov. 15-16in Seattle, Washington
(Mr. Antion and Roy Holladay).

* Nov. 15-16in Jefferson City, Mis-
souri (Dr. Levy and Melvin Rhodes).

Please contact the respective pastors
for further details.
Gary Antion

New Ontario Site
Open to Transfers

Sl unsure about whereto gofor the
Feast thisfall?Horseshoe Valley Resort
has opened its doors to us. It is located
just north of Toronto, approximately al
1/2-hour drivefromthe Toronto arport.

Nestled among ski hills, it has much
to offer: golf, hiking, biking, tennis,
squash, infoutdoor swimming pools,
saung, hot tub and horseback riding.

The resort has four restaurantsand a
spaonsiteand eventhoughitisinaqui-
€t country setting, shopping isjust min-
utesaway in Barrieor Orillia

To view the resort's Web site, go to:
www.horseshoeresort.com.

Costs (Canadian funds) plus applica-
bletaxes: $79 for regular room; $95 for
aparlour room (bedroom with sitting
areaand fireplace); $129 for aloft suite
(roomplusupgtarsbedroom, 1 1/2 bath).

Only alimited number of kitchenettes
areavailable, but aprice bresk hasbeen

arranged for those needing more than
oneroom.

For this year, the maximum hall
capacity is140. Thereisdiill spaceavail-
able. To book aroom, call (800) 461-
5627 and mentionyou arewiththeUnit-
ed Church of God. A credit card deposit
of $100 Canadian will be required
(refundableless$25 plusGST uptosev-
endayspriortoarriva).

Anthony WasiIkoff

Women’s Twin
Cities Conference
Set for Nov. 2

“Fulfilling Your LifeWith Joy” isthe
themefor awomen’sconference sched-
uled for Nov. 2, 2003. Discussionswill
focus on growing thefruit of joy in our
lives. The day will feature the keynote
speaker, Tanya Horchak; a lively sym-
posium, deliciousluncheon and severd
brek-out sessions. It will beheldinthe
beautiful Radisson Hotel locatedin Ply-
mouth, Minnesota. For more details,
please contact Colene Erickson at (651)
714-4054 or ceerickson@visi.com.

ABC Sampler Set for Aug. 18 to 22 in Cincinnati

Have you ever wished you could atend
Ambassador so you could receive the bibli-
cd ingruction offered there?Perhapstimeand
costswereafactor. Now youmay experience
atagte of the Ambassador Bible Center pro-
gram and see why the ABC students are so
enthusiagtic about the school.

ThefourthABC Sampler seminar will be
held at the ABC Lecture Hall in the new
home office building in Cincinnati, Ohio,
Aug. 18 to 22. Gary Antion, Roy Holladay
and Ralph Levy will present materia from
someof thelr classes—all for thelow cost of
$50 per person.

Mr.Antionwill bringinstruction from Joel,
the “Pentecost Prophet,” and from the lead-

ing apostie of Christ’sday, Peter, in the book
of 1 Peter. Mr. Holladay will bring materia
from the Epistles of Paul—the book of Gala-
tians, which contains many seemingly diffi-
cult sections regarding justification and the
law. Dr. Levy will present thebook of Joband
thelessonsthat we may glean fromit.

Sampler students are responsible for their
own housing and medls. Thereis reasonable
lodging inthevicinity.

Tohold asegt, please send aletter of intent
to ABC, PO. Box 54992, Cincinnati, OH
45254-0992 or E-mail gary_antion@ucg.org
or cal (513) 576-9796. Please give your
name, address and phone number.

Gary Antion/Ralph Levy
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