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26,637 Request Mideast Booklet From GN Letter
At a Glance Throughtheendof July, 26,637 Good ~ order a booklet reprint in the same  theMiddle East so constantly grabsthe  budgetary constraintsthe Church chose
News subscribershaverespondedtoan  month inwhich it wasfirgt printed, but  headlines, | don't doubt that thiswill be  to send lettersto only 200,000 of them.

Youth United to
Become New
Printed Magazine:
Vertical Thought

This fall Youth United E-magazine
will transition into a new magazine—
\frtical Thought, subtitled “amagazine
of understanding for tomorrow’s lead-
ers” “Weat Youth United arethrilled that
after threeyearsof publicationonlinevia
the Internet, we are now going to
becomea printed magazine, too,” wrote
David Treybig, managing editor, in his
introduction to the July Youth United.

The magazine will till be available
online. “Infact, our onlinesitewill con-
tinue to post the same articles along
with other articlesnot in the new print-
edversion,” said Mr. Treybig.

“Our new name, \ertical Thought,
came about viadiscussonswith young
people who suggested we find a name
that would be meaningful and continue
to speak to the source of knowledge
(God)—but not limit our audience to
teensaone. \ertical Thought, or VT for
short, will continue with the same type
of relevant content designed to help the
younger generation discover and live

werticakhought

Proposed logo for new magazine to
be printed before the Feast

God'sway of life. And asyou have prob-
ably aready suspected, the name \erti-
cal Thought means we want to chal-
lenge you to think on thingsthat come
from above—that is God,” Mr. Treybig
wrote.

TheCouncil of Eldersdiscussed and
approved thenew nameintheir June24

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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offer for the new booklet, The Middle
Eagt in Bible Prophecy. A subscriber
development letter was mailed in June
with areply card offering the booklet,
andresponsesarecontinuingto comein.

An additiona 3,293 requests for the
booklet havecomethroughthelnternet,
other mail or telephone. Also, 9,600
copies were mailed to U.S. members,
and about 7,000 were sent to interna-
tiond areas, nearly exhaugtingtheinitia
printing of 50,000 copies.

“Thisisthe first time we've had to

that'saniceproblemtohave!” said Scott
Ashley, GN and booklet managing edi-
tor.“I thought becausethis|etter mailed
inthe summer, when responseis some-
what lessand many people aregoneon
vacation, that the response would be
lower and dower. But I'll takethiskind
of problem any day.

“This is an important booklet that
coversalot of biblica ground, and will
redly help people understand what's
heppeningintheMiddleEast andwhere
it'sleading,” said Mr. Ashley. “Because

one of our most popular booklets ever.
It'scertainly off toagood sart.”

Largest Mailing

/At 200,000l ettersmailed, thiswasthe
largest subscriber |etter mailing United
has done to date. The previous highs
werejust over 170,000 for letters offer-
ing Why Does God Allow Suffering? in
2001 and the Bible Sudy Course in
2002.

Thetotal number of U.S. subscribers
is approximately 275,000, but due to

“From previous testing we've deter-
mined thesegmentsof our subscriber list
that respond best and thus give us the
most responses at the lowest cost, s
thosearetheoneswhoweresent thelet-
ter,’ ssid Mr. Ashley.

Cost-Saving Measures

The reply cards were bar-coded
before they were mailed so the
requester’' sname, addressand subscrip-

See “Letter,” page 15

ABC Completing Busy Year

Back: Suzanne Lavaty, Jonathan Magee, Edward Foster, Aaron Dominguez, Luke Crane, Robert Teitgen, Terry

Shipman, Daniel Harper, Taylor Tootle, Mark Holladay, Zachary Moss, Jonathan Reimann, Craig McQueen, Matthew
Earles, Joshua Stevens, Jeremiah Reagan, Carol Berry; middle: Clarajane Reynolds, Kristina Hirst, Cindy Gore,
Natalie McQueen, Leigha Riley, Lily Miller, Tamara Crow, Kamie Treybig, Lena Disman, Melody Haley, Heather
Guerin, Karen Ketterson; seated: Lynda Lee Lynes, Michelle Zollner, Lori Holladay, Michelle Smith, Kimberly Mortier,
Kathleen Giza, Melissa Stevens, Shannon Guy, Linda Saar; not pictured: Gary and Jane McConnaughey, Wil Young

EachABC classhashad itsown persondlity. Thisyear's

by Gary E. Antion

Thefourth class of Ambassador Bible Center students

will graduate on Aug. 10, completing another busy year.

classhasbeen onethat distinguisheditself by being atten-

See “ABC,” page 12

United Youth Camps Achieve 100 Percent

by Larry Greider

The United Youth Camps (UYC)
program, now in its ninth year of pro-
viding regional camps, received a per-
fect score and is expected to be reac-
credited by the American Camping
Association (ACA) thisfall.

The ACA certifies camps for three
years and then requires another visit.
Thisyear four of the eight campswere
selected to scoreour program: thewin-
ter program held on the campus of
Aurora University near Lake Geneva,
Wisconsin, and the summer programs
a Camp Pinecrest in Missouri, Camp
Woodmen in Alabama and the Teton
Challenger Camp in Wyoming. Each
received teams of ACA volunteers to
score the over 200 standards in 10
potential categories.

f Fa !

]
Paul Luecke, Teton Challenger camp di
coordinator; Pat Hammond, ACA national director of standards; and Gail
Abrams, Colorado Springs area standards chair (photo by Ryan Luecke)

AlthoughtheUY C programhasmul-
tiplesites wearegiven onescorecard. If
agtandardismissed a any camp, thenit

;l- .

isrecorded on the national scorecard as

See “Camps,” page 2

Good News TV
Gets a New
Look

m Both cable-access
programs are looking for
members to sponsor them
to reach the goal of airing
on more than 200 stations.

Over theweskend of July 18through
20, the Good News television program

Darris McNeely and Steve Myers put
new GN TV set to use (photo by
Peter Eddington)

produced by the Beloit, Wisconsin,
congregation, received a facdlift when
severa new parts were created for the
on-air set. The program airs on cable-
access TV dtations in various cities
across the United States. Several new
elementsfor the set were donated by a

See “TV,” page 2
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teleconference (for details, see
WwWw.ucg.org/about/ooundil/updates htm).

Young adults and teens, ages 12 to
20, who have a hirthdate listed on the
Church's address files will receive the
magazine automatically. Others may
receiveafree, two-year subscriptionto
\ertical Thought by going to the Web
site www.youthmagazine.org or writ-
ing to the Church’'s officein their area.

Reederscan aso sign up onthe Web
sitetoreceive E-mail notificationwhen
the new issue is posted. As of July 9,
927 people had “subscribed” to the
online magazine.

Thefirstissueof ertical Thought is
scheduled to be printed beforethe Feast
of Tabernacles.

Cambridge and
Boston Mini-
Sampler Topics Set

The ABC Mini-Sampler in Cam-
bridge, Ohio, Sept. 6and 7 will include
services and Bible classes Sabbath
afternoon, Saturday night and al day
Sunday. The ingtructors will be Ralph
Levy and Matthew Fenchel; Dr. Levy
will teach “In the Beginning: Topicsin
Genesis” and Mr. Fenchel will teach
“The Book of Acts: the Church Gets
Started.”

Please contact pastor Joe Horchak at
joe_horchak@ucg.org, or 614-774-
4663 for details.

TheMini-Sampler in Boston, Mass-
achusetts, Sept. 13 and 14 will include
presentations by Don Ward about the
great themeand unity of theBible, prin-
ciplesof exegesisand thenatureof God
and Christ. Gary Antion will speak
about the Baptist religion and building
and maintaining ahappy marriage.

For locationandlodginginformation,
please contact Paul Suckling a
paul _suckling@ucg.org or (508) 845-
0126.

Other Mini-Samplersareplanned for
Nov. 15 and 16 in Settle, Washington,
and Jefferson City, Missouri.

Caribbean Web
Site Created

The Information Technology depart-
ment a the home office was recently
approached by Kingdey Mather, who
coordinates the work in the Caribbean,
to help create a Caribbean Web site.
Since a design and color scheme had
aready been chosen, the primary task
involved fine-tuning thefunctiondlity of
theste.

The staff was able to integrate the
main Web site's existing online order
form and processing system directly
into the Caribbean site's design. In

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

“Camps,” continued from page 1

amissed standard. Some standards are
“mandatory,” and none of these can be
missed to receive accreditation.

Dueto the outstanding efforts of our
camp directorsand their staff, no stan-
dardsweremissed at any camp. Thisis
amost impressivefeat! Part of thesuc-
cess of our program is the mindset of
seeking excellence and a desire to
understand the “spirit” of the law.
Camp directorswere very aware of the
intent of each standard and tried to
make sure we were in compliance,
knowing that each standard has been
tested time and again in the red world
and that many of the standards spring
from seeking to protect the campers
and avoid lawsuits.

Why do we need outside accredita-
tion? The smple answer is to manage
our risk while safeguarding the pre-
ciouslivesof our youth.

Greg Sargent, Camp Pinecrest direc-
tor, said, “Those of us at Pinecrest
appreciated knowing we have a pro-
gram designed to keep our campers
safe and aprogram that more than met
this world's standard of excellence.
God, through His Spirit, has enriched
us not only with physical fulfillment,

but alsowiththeahility to keep thespir-
it and intent of His laws. We look for-
ward to raising the bar even morein
order to enhance awonderful summer
program for our godly-sanctified
campers”

Again this year, we had more vol-
unteers than we could use. Currently
we have a staff to camper ratio that is
well above most programs. To have
suchfinetalent willing to giveof their
time and resources is a credit to the
wonderful young people of the
Church.

Aninteresting tidbit isthat theACA
national director of standards, Mary
Hammond, decided to fly into Jackson
Hole, Wyoming, to visit our Teton
Challenger program. Ms. Hammond
said that when the loca standards per-
son needed extra staff, she caled the
nationa officein Martinsville, Indiana.
Ms. Hammond asked who was to be
visited. Since it was well known that
theUY C program had scored very well
at the other camps, Ms. Hammond
wanted to see our program design for
herself. She commented, “Itisobvious
that you are well prepared and seek
excellence”

Three years earlier, Connie Coutelli-
er fromthe ACA nationd officemadea

presentation of our first ACA accredita
tion certificate. At that time our cumula-
tivescorewasover 98 percent. Shecom-
mented that this score would probably

never be broken for scoring at multiple
Sites. Thisyear the score of 100 percent
indicates that our staff is very commit-
ted. un

ableinsurancerates.

efit of camp—David Treybig

The Benefits of ACA Accreditation

Theaccreditation of United Youth Campsgives parents peace of mind know-
ing that our campsare being run according to the highest professiona standards
and that their children are safe while awvay from home. Some of the standards
mandating these high levels of operation include having a minimum ratio of
supervision of oneadult staff to eight campers, ages 12 to 14 (or one adult staff
to 10 campers, ages 15 to 18), 24 hours of precamp training for every person
on staff and certifications for supervisors of water activities and target sports.

In addition to these standards, kitchens must operate in accordance with
health practices requiring sterilization of dishes and monitoring food temper-
atures for both hot and cold foods. Depending upon the activities of a given
camp, theremay be over 200 standardsto meet. Meeting these tandardsisress-
suring for parents and aids the Church in managing risk and obtaining favor-

Whilehaving asafeand properly run campisaworthy god initself, thepur-
suit of accreditation also required usto develop amission statement for Unit-
ed Youth Camps and to measure our successin accomplishing it. Thisis per-
haps the most important benefit of our pursuit of ACA accreditation.

To be specific, the mission of the United Youth Camps program isto sup-
port parents and the Church in teaching youth to devel op their potentia while
learning that God'svaues are practical waysof living. Itisextremely gratify-
ing to the camp team and parents to see surveys showing that an increasing
majority of camperslist their spiritual development asaprimary goal and ben-

“TV,” continued from page 1

member, MonteKnutson, including the
rear panels and an updated interview
desk.

On July 20, Darris McNeely, pastor
in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Steve
Myers, pastor in Austin, Minnesota,
recorded four, half-hour programs on
topicsthat varied from prophecy tolife
after death. Peter Eddingtontraveled up
from Cincinnati for theweekendto give
somelighting and technical help asthe
new look was put into place.

Become a Sponsor!

GNtelevisonisnow airing on cable-
accessstationsinthe Chicago area, and
response over thefirst couple of week-
ends has been very good. The program
airson approximately 25 cable-access
stations in various cities across the
country.

If you are interested in sponsoring
the program in your town, please con-
tact Steve Nutzman, pastor in Beloit, by
E-mail a steve_nutzman@ucg.org or
by telephone at (608) 758-9228.

United's other cable-access pro-
gram, Tomorrow Television, is pro-
duced in Portland, Oregon. It isalso
available for sponsorship and it cur-
rently airson over 40 stations. Please
contact Howard Davis by E-mail at
howard_davis@ucg.org or by tele-
phone at (503) 760-0973 if you
would liketo sponsor Tomorrow Tele-
vision.

Members are welcome to sponsor
either or both programs. Thegoa isto
increase our reach to over 200 stations
inthenear futureif we can get enough
member support. Airtime is usually
freefor cable-access programming. It
simply requires a person in the loca
community to sponsor a program.

Another view of the new set donated for GN TV (photo by Peter Eddington)

For alisting of United's multimedia

projects, including itsweekly radio pro-
gramandtwo TV programs, pleasevis-

it www.ucg.org/multimedial for times
and station logs.
Peter Eddington
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News From Around the World

UCG-Germany Serves Switzerland,

UCG-Germany sent out an update
July 11 covering the period from Janu-
ary 2002 to June 2003, excerpted here.

National Council at Work
InAugust 2002 UCG-Germany'scur-
rent national council was sdlected from
the 12 memberswilling to serve on the
coundil. Those selected were Hermann
Gohring, Erngt Herzogenrath, Peul Kief-
fer, Rolf Marx, Ludwig Queckbdrner,
Alfred Riehle and Kurt Schmitz. Lud-
wig Queckborner, a member of the
Darmstedt congregation, was selected
for thefirst time, and the other six coun-
cil members were selected for another
three-year term. Mr. Queckborner
replaced Alfred Nachtsheim, who had
served on UCG-Germany's nationa
council Snce1996 and declined toserve
another term.
At itsfirst meeting, the new council
sdlected Paul Kieffer asitschairman.
At its December 2002 meeting the
UCG-Germany  national  council
approved the budget for 2003. Thebud-
get includes the expense for renting a
small office, which has become neces-
sary with the incressed workload. The
council dsogaveitsfina approva tothe
“Rules of Association” of the United
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation, with the council’s comments
sentin aletter to the Council of Elders.
At its April 2003 meeting UCG-
Germany’snationa council approved a
youthexchangebetween UCG-Italy and
UCG-Germany, authorizing travel
expenses to be paid for four Itaian
young people to visit Germany as part
of aUCG Europeanyouth activity host-
ed by UCG-Germany at theend of July
(see article below). The council aso
approved an exchangeof visitsbetween
the chairmen of UCG-Germany and
UCG-Italy. In June UCG-Germany
chairman Paul Kieffer visited Carmelo

Anagtasi in Bergamo, Itay, and the last
week of July Mr. Anastasi was to visit
Germany as UCG-Germany's guest.
Thecouncil dsoauthorized planning for
achildren’s camp in August 2004. In
June a suitable location near Bidefeld,
Germany, was selected.

Literature Produced, Mailed
and Advertised

Duringtheyear 2002 UCG-Germany
recevedatotd of 3,355 piecesof “mail,”
anincreaseof 3.6 percent over 2001. Of
thetotd, 293 werereceived as
requests by fax and another
311 requests came in as E-
mails. All other requests were
normal mail receivedat UCG-
Germany's post office box in
Bonn.

Intern, the German-lan-
guage United News, was
offered during 2002 to regular
subscribers of Gute Nach-
richten who have been sub-

scribers for four years, have Carmelo Anastasi and Paul Kieffer display

amassacre at a high school in Erfurt,
Germany, a theend of April 2002.

Theuly-August 2002issueincluded
an aticle on the drug ecstasy that was
timed for the big “Love Parade’ in
Berlin, an al-day open-air rave/techno
parade/party in July with an attendance
estimated a over onemillion.

The booklet Keys to Understanding
theBiblewasreprintedinlateMay 2002
after theinitia print run was exhausted.
Thisisthethird booklet UCG-Germany
hasreprinted.

e i

ordered literature and have Italian and German publications they

also renewed their subscrip- produce while Mr. Kieffer visits the office in
tion. By theend of theyear, 75 Italy. They plan to exchange ministerial visits
new subscribers had been at least a few times each year

addedtothelnternmailinglist.

During 2002 UCG-Germany mailed
atotal of 32,578 piecesof literature. The
most requested bookletsduring theyear
were Making LifeWbrk and The Bible:
Truth or Legend?

Attheend of theyear UCG-Germany
had 13 booklets and eight Bible Sudy
Courselessonsinprint. UCG-Germany
published 236 pages of periodic litera-
ture during the year and spent
US$39,000 on printing during 2002.

The May-June 2002 issue of Gute
Nachrichten included an article on
“What Are the Causes of Youth Vio-
lence?” This article and the editorial
wereprepared on short noticefollowing

A semiannud letter wasmailedinlate
August 2002 to 670 subscribers who
haverenewed their subscriptionsto Gute
Nachrichten. The new booklet Heaven
and Hell: What Does the Bible Really
Teach? was offered, and 231 reponses
were received, a 34.5 percent response
rateat acost per response of US$1.04.

An ad in the November issue of the
heelth magazine Schrot & Korn (Grist
& Grain) brought 861 requestsfor Gute
Nachrichten a a cost per response of
US$6.12. Themotif used for thead was
“What happens after death?’

A semiannud letter was mailed the
first week of March 2003 to 730 sub-

scribers who have renewed thelir sub-
scription to Gute Nachrichten and who
had not yet ordered the booklet God's
Feast Days. The Plan of God for
Mankind. There were 199 responsesto
theoffer, a27.3 percent responserate at
acogt per response of US$1.46.

Helping in Holland
UCG-Germany provided editorial
assistancefor UCG-Holland to print the
Dutch booklet The Road to Eternal Life
in December. In addition, UCG-Ger-
many continuesto maintain UCG-Hol-
land's mailing list for the Good News
magazinein the Netherlands.

Web Site Updates

In May UCG-Germany was able to
secure the Internet URL www.vkg.org
to use for its internal Web site. The
domain www.ucg-germany.org contin-
ues to be used as well. (Both domain
namesresolveto the sameWeb ste)

Inaddition, inpreparationfor thenew
.eu (European Union) domain name
extension, scheduled to be available at
the end of the year, UCG-Germany
reserved the domains www.gute-
nachrichten.eu, www.kg.eu and
www.ucg.eu for future use.

In June the redesign of UCG-Ger-
many’s main Web site, www.gute-
nachrichten.org, was completed. The
Web site now features a site search
enginefor al issuesof Gute Nachricht-
ensnce1999and other selected articles.

Work in Switzerland

For the Passover, the First Day of
Unleavened Bread and Pentecost ser-
Vices(2002) in Regensdorf, Switzerland
(near Zurich), and a amember’'shome
near Lake Constance, UCG-Germany
hosted brethren from the French-spesk-
ing part of Switzerlandwhohad nocon-
venient service location of their own.

Netherlands & Beyond

UCG-Germany provided atrandation
of servicesfor thevisitors. On Pentecost
2003, UCG-Germany again hosted
French-spesking Swiss brethren.

At the end of February 2003 an ad
was placed in two consecutiveissues of
the Swiss magazine Schweizerischer
Beobachter. The ad used was the glass
motif, “ half-full, half-empty,” whichlent
itsdf toafirst adin atotaly new adver-
tisng medium. It wasUCG-Germany's
firstadin Switzerland. Theresponsewas
less than expected (29 responsss), but
the contact address used was in Ger-
many, not Switzerland, an important
consderationfor the Swissmentality. A
second adisplannedfor thefall of 2003,
using aSwissreturn mail address.

In April 2003 the council approved
opening abank account in Switzerland
asaconvenience to Swiss brethren and
donors, who otherwise have to transfer
money to aforeign bank account.

2002 and 2003 Statistics

For the year 2002, total income
increased by 1.8 percent over 2001.
Regular donation income was 0.2 per-
centlessthanin 2001, andtheHoly Day
offeringsincreased by 7.2 percent over
the previous year. Three people were
baptized in 2002.

For the fifth consecutive year, UCG-
Germany operated without any subsidy
from the home office. In 2002 UCG-
Germany donated US$1,700 to help
Peruvian brethren affected by natural
disastersand US$940to aninternation-
a scholarship fund for ABC.

For thefirst six months of 2003, total
incomeincressed by 2.9 percent over the
same period in 2002. Regular donation
income was 4.8 percent higher than in
thefirst half year of 2002, andthespring
Holy Day offerings (including Pente-
cost) decreased by 1.4 percent compared
tothepreviousyear. un

UCG-Germany Sponsors European Young Adults’ Weekend

UCG-Germany sponsored a young
adults weekend from July 25 to 27 for
22 participants from Italy, the Nether-
lands and Germany. The activity was a
UCG firgt for the Church’s youth from
different European nations, who had a
chance to make new friends and to
srengthentiesamong UCG'sEuropean
congregations. The activity washeld at
apicturesque setting in a nature youth
hostel near the city of Kempen inwest-
ern Germany.

New discount airfaresoffered by “no-
frills’ airlinesmedeit possiblefor UCG-
Germany to provide transportation for
four young men from Italy. Andrea di
Vitaand Giovanni Trois came dl the
way from Naples and Sicily for the
activity! After Sghtseeing at Cologne's
famous cathedra, LucaAnastas, Ste-
fanodi Vita, Andreaand Giovanni were

joined by eight young people from the
Netherlandsand 10from Germany. The
group enjoyed the lakeside setting and
the chance to swim, canoeand chat at a
campfire.

On Sabbath morning the young peo-
ple discussed the subject of tolerance
toward others in an interactive Bible
Sudy. Inthe afternoon the group hosted
brethren from the Dutch congregation
andthe Dormagen congregationin Ger-
many. Announcementsand the sermon-
etteduring servicesweregiven by young
adultsRenéand Jako Kasper. In hisser-
mon Paul Kieffer, pastor for theNether-
landsand the German-spesking areasof
Austria, Germany and Switzerland,
highlighted the courage of Shadrach,
Meschach and Abed-Nego in ancient
Babylon. Heencouraged theyoung peo-
pletofollow their exampleby beingres-

oluteand " showing backbone” inanage
when onecannot escapetheinfluenceof
Babylonin modern society.

After servicesyoung and old enjoyed
getting better acquainted whileenjoying

-

acakehuffetin the afternoon and abar-
becue dinner inthe evening.

On Sunday the young people
went on a sightseeing tour
through the city of Kempen,

= = el 4t - L
Young adults from lItaly, the Netherlands and Germany host Sabbath

services at a youth hostel for brethren from Dormagen, Germany, and
the Netherlands; right, around the campfire (photos by Giovanni Troisi)

which dates back to the 12th century.
Thegroup visited acastle, windmill and
the ancient city
wall.

After lunch
it was time to
s3y good-bye
tonew friends.
The young

people com-

mented on

| how encour-

= aged  they

wereto spend timewith peoplethelr
agewith the same beliefsand hopes.

With airfares cheaper in some cases
thanataxi, futurevisitsamong theyouth
of the European congregationswill bea
highlight to look forward to.

Luca Anastas, Andrea di Mta,
Sefano di Vita and Giovanni Trois
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At a Glance

Record Attendance
in Canada

Thefind figuresfor the Feast of Pen-
tecost in Canadashowed arecord atten-
dance of 665. That number is 8.5 per-
cent higher than it was last year. So far
this year, Holy Day attendance is up
11.7 percent over the previous year. In
addition Canada reached its budgeted
amount for the Pentecost offering.

To date the Canadian office has
recorded 11 baptisms for this calendar
year. “We receive reports from church
aresscoast tocoast indicating thet brand-
new people are beginning to expressan
interestinthe Church and have begunto
attend Sabbath services with us,” said
Tony Wasilkoff, Canadian operation
manager inhisJuly 11 report.

Canada Renews
Subscribers and
Runs Ad in Alive

In March, 3,428 Good News renew-
a noticesweresent out to subscribersin
Canada By June 20, 1,113 people had
responded (32.5 percent). Of thosewho
responded, 929 (83.5 percent) renewed
their subscription. A second Ietter has
been sent to thosewho did not respond.

Recently the Canadian office also
sent renewal notices to 5,799 waiting
rooms. By June 20, those choosing to
renew numbered 137 (19.2 percent of
those who responded).

“While we are losing some sub-
scribers because of the renewal pro-
grams, we are aso gaining new ones
through programs like the ad in Alive
magazine,” reported Edwin van Pelt,
Canadian office manager. “We've
received 475 responsesto datefromthe
firstad. Thesecond ad will beappear in
the September or October issue of the
magazine”

During the first half of 2003, the
office received 812 Good News sub-
scription requests, 179 Bible Study
Coursereguestsand 1,166 requestsfor
2,442 itemsof other literature.

Losses from cancellations, returns
andtheongoing renewa programmean
that theoverall GN list hasincreased by
338 (anincrease of 13 percent over the
December 2002 figure).

Total subscriptionsto theBible Sudy
Course now stand at 146 (with another
705 already having completed al 12
lessons); United News subscriptions
stand a 225; and World News &
Prophecy at 329.

Also during thefirst half of 2003, 37
new donorsand 9 new coworkerswere
added to thefile.

GN Readers
Invited to Bible
Study in Essex

AninvitationtoJuly 19'sBiblestudy
in Chelmsford, Essex, England, was
sent to 160 Good NewsreadersJuly 11.
Ten people gathered for the study titled
“Invitation to a Royal Wedding.” The
following study, scheduled for Aug. 30,
istitled “Reclaiming theWorld.”

British Isles Sends
Semiannual Letter
to GN Readers

A letter offering the United Church
of God's newest publication, The Mid-
dleEastin Bible Prophecy, and Lesson
Oneof theBible Study Coursewas sent
to 2,885 readers of The Good Newsin
theBritish1des, Europeand Isragl. The
offer was timed to arrive before the
July/August issue, the theme of which
is“Can You Believe Bible Prophecy?’
In the “UCG-British Isles National
Announcements” July 19, the British
Idesministry wrote, “Wewould appre-
ciateyour prayersfor thesuccessof this
material reaching the hearts and minds
of thereaders”

British Isles
Reports on
Circulation

The monthly circulation report pro-
duced by Jan Schroeder for June 2003
shows that the total circulation of The
Good News mailed from England had
increased to 2,881 by the end of June.
Thirty requestscamefromtheInternet,
and an additional 18 were responsesto
the insert cards advertising the GN in
the May issue of Reader’sDigest.

Of thistota circulationfigure, 2,071
areintheUnited Kingdom, 151in Swe-
den and 106 in the Isle of Man. The
remainder are distributed within a fur-
ther 35 European countries, plus|sragl.

During June the British office
received 136 requests for 333 items of
other literature and an additional 25
requestsfor the Bible Sudy Course.

Two More Baptized
in Malawi

OnJune 22, 2003 two morebaptisms
were performed in Lilongwe, Maawi.

Mesech Chonde and Ruth Ellia

Ruth Ellia and Mesech Chonde were
baptized by Bill Jahns. Fifteen baptisms
have been performed in Maawi in the
past year.

Members Face Feast Challenges

If it weren't for assistance, many
members in Latin America and other
developing areas could not afford to
attend the Feast of Tabernacles.

In the Third World, “most of our
members do not have sufficient second
titheto pay for their trangportation, their
accommodation, their medls” saidLeon
Walker, a member of the Council of
Elders who oversees the work of the
Churchin Spanish-spesking aress.

“Itisour desreasthe Churchto have
the membership a the festivals, and
we'veawaysdonedl wecantohelpas
many aswepossibly can, whichinmost
yearsmeansvirtudly everyone” hesaid.
Mr. Walker explained that a significant
portion of the Festival expensesin Latin
America (including assistance for the
members) comes from subsidies
requested as part of the budget process
from the UCGIA home office. Much of
thiscomesfromfirs tithesand offerings.
Thesameistrueof anumber of theoth-
erinternationd arees.

Contributing to Festival Fund

“The Church hastriedtodo dl it can
to help themembersgoto the Feast, not
only inLatinAmerica, but inthe Philip-
pines, Africa and other parts of the
world,” Mr. Walker said.

“We do haveto usefirg tithe for part
of our Festival expenses, both in this
country, aswell asthe subsidy we send
to other countries” Mr. Walker said. He
saditwould begoodtolet peopleknow
that Festival funds are needed and “ask
peopleto do their part, not beyond their

part. It would behelpful tofreeup funds
weareusing now that could goto preach
thegospdl”

For LatinAmerica, “ asfar asFestiva
assistance, that runs into many, many
thousands of dollars” Mr. Walker said.
“WiththePhilippines, | think it runsinto
afew thousand dollarsaswell”

Mr. Walker encouraged those who
haveexcesssecondtitheto sendittothe
home office (or their nationa office),
labeled “Festival Fund,” not to try to
send it directly to a country they think
needshelp. The home officeisaware of
the needs, asthose responsiblefor each
areamake their needs known as part of
the budget process.

Special Fund-Raisers
However, some congregations and
individuals have heard of the needsin
particular countriesand havedecided to
give extra donations or have specia
fund-raisers for that specific area. Mr.
Walker mentioned a member who had
heard of the challengesmembersfacein
affording to go to the Feast in one coun-
try. That member made a speciad dona-
tion to the “International Fund” of the
home office. Others may occasionaly
asowishto send specia donations, over
and above regular tithes and offerings,
labeling them “ International Fund.”
Mr. Walker talked about another
member, Belinda McCloud, a 2000
ABC graduate, who has been active in
raising fundsfor internationa arees. He
sad she suggested that “ Church mem-
bers could have fund-raising activities,

garage sales, etc., that could be used for
effortslike this, perhaps not just for the
Fedtival, but wherethereareother emer-
gency needs, particularly disasters that
may occur in many parts of the world,
including the United States.

“Recently wehad amember in Chile
whosehome—and they havetheir busi-
ness in their home—was totaly
destroyed by fire” Mr. Walker said.
“Obvioudly the Church in Chile has
donewhat it can, but our fundsare lim-
ited there. We have had a few Church
membersin the United Stateswho have
heard of thisdisaster and have sent funds
to help thisfamily, which is very much
appreciated.

“Themembershavedwaysbeenvery
generous to help people who are in
need—that'sthehistory of themember-
ship of the Church,” Mr. Walker said.

Oftenthesekindsof fund-raisershave
been organized by those who have seen
aneed firsthand. “Maybe they goto a
Feast, they talk to the members, they
learn about the problems; that’s usualy
how it occurs” Mr. Walker said. “One
member went to Central America and
learned that cassette tapes are very
expensive. He went back and bought a
thousand of them, which he shipped to
me and I"ve been taking them down to
LatinAmericain my luggage.

“Any one of usindividualy can't do
much, but collectively wecandoalot,”
Mr. Welker said.

The home office is making plans to
provide a clearinghouse for the needs
around theworld. un

Philippine Program Produced in Two Languages

An experimental radio broadcast in
the Cebuanolanguagecalled Ang Maay-
ong Balita sa Kalibutan Ugma (The
Good Newsof theWbrld Tomorrow) was
started over ayear ago in Prosperidad,
Agusande Sur, by oneof our loca lead-
ers who acquired an FM radio station.

Months later, an English and Cebuano
broadcast withthesametitlebegantobe
produced in Daveo City aswell.
TheEnglish broadcast in Daveo City
began on a5,000-wait AM gation, and
alred early onweekend mornings. After
six months, God opened the opportuni-

ty to air the program on one of the most
reputable FM radio dtations in the
region, with a power of 10,000 watts.
Popularly known as Oldies Radio, the
broadcast airsat 9 every Saturday night.
Responses have been good.

Edmond Macaragy

Pastor Visits Brethren in Zimbabwe

On July 18 André van Belkum
arrived in Harare for a four-day visit
with United Church of God membersin
Zimbabwe. As reported in the media,
Zimbahbwe is presently experiencing a
certain amount of internal political tur-
moil, with sporadic clashesbetweenthe
main opposition party, the Movement
for Democratic Change, and the gov-
ernment of President Mugabe. Further-
more, the country is grappling with
severe food shortages, and thousands
are facing starvation unless food-aid
organizations send relief soon.

During thetime of the visit, the bak-
ers hiked the price of bread from
Zim.$550 to $1,000 aloaf following a
morethan 1,000 percentincreaseinthe
Grain Marketing Board's sdlling price
of wheat. Presently one U.S. dollar is
equivalent to 2,000 Zimbabwe dollars.

Inflation, whichreached arecord high
of 300 percentin May, haspushed upthe
cost of commodities makingthemuneaf-

fordable for the mgority of people
whose sdaries have not kept pace with
soaringinflation. Fuel isvirtualy unob-
tainable, except on the black market
where aliter costs about Zim.$1,500,
making traveling difficult for people. It
isinteresting to see how sowly people
travel in order to conservefuel.

During these challenging and diffi-
culttimes, our membersarecoping and
their basic needs are being supplied.
Attendance at Sabbath service on July
19totaled 17, with four new people.

Stephen and Vetina Tshabalala and
Joseph Ndlovu traveled by rail al the
way from Bulawayo, a journey that
lasted through Friday evening. There
wasadelay of four hoursafter thetrain
hitandkilled aperson. Thesarvicewas
delayed for two hourswhilewewaited
for the train to arrive. Because of the
shortage of fuel many commuters use
thetrain. This resulted in some of our
membersstanding for hours, asseating

wasnot dwaysavailable. These exam-
plesof zed areanencouragementtoall
of usinthe Church, andit helped meto
preach during the service with alittle
more fervor than usua!

After theservicesended, wedl gath-
ered at thehomeof Mikeand Primrose
Mukarati for asocial. Theladiesdid a
wonderful job of providing anourish-
ingandtasty medl, and therewasaspir-
it of excitement and hearty conversa-
tion as we fellowshipped until early
evening. The Mukarati family, togeth-
er with Gill Heathcote, handles the
administration of thework in Zimbab-
we. The Good News magazine is dis-
tributed to 1,400 people, and the
increase in donors and coworkersis a
good sign for future growth.

There are numerous challenges for
our membersin Zimbabwe, but during
it al their hope is firmly fixed on the
promises God has given His people.

André van Belkum
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Teens Spend 10 Action-Packed Days in the Tetons

The eighth year of the Teton Chal-
lenger Campisgoing to beahard oneto
beat. The weather was idedl; the staff
wasthebest yet; and most agreed it was
the finest group of camperswe've ever
hed

The 115 campers and staff spent 10
action-packed days and nights together
in the mountainous grandeur of the
Grand Teton National Park and sur-
rounding areas. Most staff members
arrived early to help set up “base camp”
in a bare campsite area in the woods.
Campers arrived Monday (duly 7) and,
on Tueday whilethe staff had training,
campersweretaken on fidd tripsto the
world-famousWildlifeArt Museumand
explored the quaint Western town of
Jackson. On Wednesday al campers
received intensive training in canoeing
and backpacking skills. This was aso
the day that American Camping Asso-
ciation representatives visted and
inspected the camp (seearticle, page1).

Thursday began the full program
schedule, which cyclesthrough two-day
blocks in each major activity area. For
twodaysat atime, athird of thecampers
wereoccupiedwith adventurecanoeing
on the Snake River. Campers had to
“reed” theriver to navigateit safely. On
theriver somecanoescapszedingrain-
ers or heavy water, but the campers
training kept them safe as they rescued
themsdlvesand their canoes.

Another third of the campers were
rock climbing at two unique, challeng-
ing locations. More campers this year
“cleaned” two designated certificate
climbing routes—(that is, they success-
fully climbed the rock face completely
ontheir own, even though asafety rope

bald eagles, buffalo, bears and other
wildlife

The only aspects of camp that may
have received more rave reviews than
theaboveactivitieswerethecampmeds
and the food services team that cooked
them up each day. A common observa-
tionwashow onecan egt al heor

was connected to them just in casethey
dipped). Along the 2 1/2-mile hike up
tooneof theclimbing locations, theHid-
den Fals of Cascade Canyon were
breathtaking with heavy water thunder-
ing down from mountain snowmelt.

At the sametime, afind third of the
campersspent two days on abackpack-
ing trip into high mountain country.
They carried heavy packs containing
their sleeping bags, tents, food, water
and other gear. After thefirst day of hik-
ing, many campers dlid on snow and
threw snowbdlls. During theseactivities,
some campers saw moose, elk, deer,

she wants and yet dill lose
weight! So many calories are
burned during the activities that
belts often lose anotch or two by

Every night was a Christian
Living discusson around the
campfire. Eventualy each day

o endswithsingingahymntogeth-
er, and then campers retrieve
toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc.,
from the “bear-proof” trailer.
Anythingthat hasascent mustbe
soredinthetrailer. Just beforewe
had arrived at camp, a grizzly
bear clawed into someone'sice
chesttogettothefoodinside. By
adhering to gtrict bear control
rules, we had no problems with
bearsegain thisyear.

Camper Elizabeth Cannon ready to rappell at Blacktail Butte; ]ust completing

Look for more pictures of thisyear's
a canoe run through the Flagg Canyon stretch of the Snake River; canoeing Teton Challenger Campinafew weeks,
director Doug Horchak congratulates Marty Miller on proficiency achievement  a www.cgcanet/tetoncampl.
in canoeing; rock climbing (photos by Ryan Luecke) Paul Luecke

Downpours

Summing up this year's session at
Camp Woodmen, Alabama, camp
director David Dobson commended the
campersand staff. “ It wasthe best year
ever. We had the finest group of
campers and the best staff! Not only
that, we scored 100 percent during the
American  Camping Association
accreditation visit!”

Despite the torrential downpour on
thefirst full day of camp (dueto tropi-
cal storm Bill), both campers and staff
displayed a positive attitude. Between
innovative activities ranging from
waterdiding on the grassy hillsto tug-
of-war in the mud, campers took the
opportunity to get reacquainted with
old friends and meet new ones.

On the second day, some dorms
braved thewesther by attending Chris-
tian Living classeson the porcheswith
ponchosand umbrellasto protect them
fromthe sprays of wind and rain while
others participated indoors.

Campersaso took advantege of the
damp weather to participate in indoor
games and to prepare for the Fashion
Show. Campus cleanup and kitchen
duty provided opportunities to serve
and regularly scheduled indoor activi-
ties such as mannersletiquette and
dance classes went on as usud.
Camperslearned a popular line dance

Spark Innovation, Closeness at Camp Woodmen

aswell asthe two-step and polka.

The rest of the week, campers took
advantage of the sun and warmth to
participate in other activities. Staff
members from 13 states and South
Africa conducted sessions in riflery,
ropes course, swimming, volleyball
and outdoor living skills. Flag football,
aswell asanew game, speedaway, pro-
vided yet another chanceto dlideinthe
mud, proving a chalenge to both
campers and to the “Miscellaneous
Moms” laundering skillsl Rock climb-
ing and rappelling gave the opportuni-
ty for campersto practicethe“ encour-
agement” they heard about in Christian
Living class. Campershoarded vansto
yet another new activity—introduction
to golf.

Other events during the week

Roy Holladay on July 3. Hewas able
toview camp activitiesand stay for the
Fashion Show featuring creatively

designed outfits made of trash bags, |

newspapers, paper plates, candy wrap-
pers, and various recycled materials.
Thursday evening aso featured fire-
works by the lake in honor of Inde-
pendence Day.

The Friday evening Q& A session,
followed by thenightly closing hymn,
“Wake My Heart,” sent campers to

their dorms prior to the
nightly visit by ministersand
their wives to say good
night.

Sabbath services were
especidly inspiring, with
songleading and opening
and closing prayers by g
young staff and campers. |
The camp choir sang an a
cappdllarendition of “Seek il
Ye First the Kingdom of [
God.” Split sermons were
given by David Treyhig on
“Honoring Your Parents’

From above: Tug-of-war was an
impromptu alternate activity on a rainy
day; dorm 3B playing water basketball;
dorm 3G on a rain-soaked volleyball
court (photos by Denise Dobson)

in making sure that as many of the 70
girls as possible enjoyed dancing to
“Sweet Home Alabama’ and other
music on Saturday night. Campers
from 18 statesand South Africadepart-
ed on Sunday morning amid tears,
hugs, handshakesand exchangesof IM
and E-mail addresses. After all, we
need to stay in touch until next time!
Marti Soringer

L !
and by Eric Evans admon-
ishing camperstoput onthe
“Armor of God” as hockey
players put on their uni-
formsfor protection.

The52boysdidtheir part
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Hye Sierra Campers Encouraged to Rise to the Challenge

God'sSpirit at work, hereplied, “ Yes—
but not every church group usesit!”
James

Campers from Austraia, Mexico
and dl parts of the United States gath-
ered at Camp Hye Sierra, Cdifornia,
just outside Sequoiaand KingsCanyon
National Parks, June27to July 7topio-
neer our new location and activities
program for the Southwest region.

Camperswereencouragedto” Riseto
the Chalenge” not just in the ctivities
they enjoyed at camp, but in building a
persond relationship with God aswell.
Christian Living classes and morning
Compass Checksfocused ontopicssuch
asbecomingafriend of God, prayer and
on July 4th—America's Independence
Day—activities director Randy Stiver
read a Chrigtian's “ Declaration
of Independence FromtheKing
of this World.” Campers and
saff met the challenge, and
God'shlessngwasevident from
the spirit of unity and joy that
was present al week a camp.

Along with our new location
came some new activities.
Kayaking wasafavoriteamong
the campers. Horseback riding
and hiking among the giant
sequoias—the world's largest
living things—were al so popu-
lar. The day hike concluded
with ashort climb to the top of
Moro Rock, which offers a
spectacular view amost 4,000
feet downintotheKaweah River valley
below, while 13 of the older campers
went on an overnight hike to the top of
11,204-foot-high Alta Peak.

Other activities included an
improved archery venue, wilderness

skillgorienteering, volleyball, basket-
ball, speedaway, dance and crafts.

A highlight of camp came when
two-time Olympic gold medalist Bob
Mathias spoke to the campers on Fri-
day morning. Mr. Mathias won the

medallst Bob Mathias greets
campers and signs autographs July
4; above: campers climb to the top
of Moro Rock; inset: campers cover
their heads with towels as they learn
to walk by faith (in their compass!)
and not by sight during the
wilderness skills class (photos by
David Crawford and James Capo)

decathlonin 1948 when hewasjust 17
years old, the youngest gold medalist
everinthat event. Hewongoldagainin
1952 when he set anew world-record.
The book Fields of Gold is a story of
his Olympic career, and has aso been
made into amovie. Mr. Mathias went
on to become a successful business-
man, and served as a member of the
U.S. Congressfor sevenyears. Hebuilt

and operated thecamp at Hye Sier-
] ra Thoughthecamp hassincebeen
purchased by the Armenian

Church, he still owns 40
acres adjoining the camp
wherehewas spending the
Fourth of July weekend
with hisfamily and friends
when hegeneroudly accept-
ed our invitation to spesk to
the camp.

The new camp received
high marksfrom the campers,
many of whom commented
that it was the best camp yet
and they are looking forward
to next year. Rock climbing

ty in 2004.
Campers are
especialy to be
commended
for letting their
lights shine.
Gary Langely,
who manages
the Armenian
Church-owned
camp, toldcamp | '}
director James
Capohowmuch |
he enjoyed our
group, and how
nice everyone
was to work
with—campers
and staff alike.

Campers pose for a group photo at the base of the

When told he General Sherman tree—the world’s largest living thing;

was just seeing
the fruit of

Heather Quick and counselor Kelly Savoie during kayak
class (photos by David Crawford and Robert Curry)

Camp Carter: Developing Christian Leaders

Camp Carter 2003 was the best year
ever aswe were blessed with outstand-
ing staff and 104 wonderful, enthusias-
tic campersfrom 10 different states!

In Sunday night's orientation the
camp director, Ken Treybig, told the
campersand saff that a theend of camp
he wanted them to go home different
persons. “United Youth Camps are sup-
posed to be alot of fun—and they are”
sadMr. Treybig. “However, if dl ateen
wantsisfun, there are other campsthey
can atend.” This year our theme was
“Developing Christian Leaders’ andthe
Staff encouraged the spiritud and emo-
tional growth of the campers through
chdllengesand opportunitiestotest what
they werelearning.

Each day began with a Compass
Check—ashort, 12- to 15-minute mes-
sage designed to help everyone head in
the same direction—toward a specific
goa. At orientation Mr. Treybig
explained that the focus of this year
would be on becoming a Chrigtian
leader and on Monday, Frank McCrady,
program director, covered the principle
that godly leaders practice the kind of
love God is known for—the outgoing,
<elfless agape love of the New Testa
ment.

OnTuesday Mr. Treyhigtalked about
“ThePackage’ and explored thebaance

between what's on the outside and
what'sinsde. God saysHelooksat the
heart instead of the exterior, yet Scrip-
tureasotelsusgodly peoplecareabout
how they look sinceGod tellsustodress
modestly. Godly leaders understand
character is vital without ignoring the
point that our dresssaysal ot about what
isingdeus.

Tom Damour, transportation head,
encouraged campers on Wedneday to
seek godly wisdom using the example
of King Solomon, whohad alot of phys-
ical wisdom, but was clueless about
what it took to have aright relationship
in marriage. Mr. Damour encouraged
everyone to read the book of Proverbs,
whichisfilledwithinstructionsthat lead
to godly wisdom. Thursday’s message
was given by Andy Burnett, basketball
supervisor, who explained that godly
leaders understand that what goesinto
our minds has a huge effect on us, and
that wearewhat wethink. Therefore, we
need to bevery selectiveabout thekinds
of images and messages we alow to
enter our minds.

On Friday we concluded the Com-
pass Checks with Britton Taylor, soft-
ball and waterfront supervisor, who
focused ontheimportanceof words. Mr.
Taylor explained that “godly leadersdo
not take God's name in vain—either

through direct use of the names of the
Father and Son or through the use of
euphemisms. They aso avoid inappro-

priate communication by avoiding the
useof vulgar or other improper words”

Throughout the day, counselors and
assistant counselors reminded their
campers of the lessons focused on dur-
ing the Compass Checks. Activity staff
aso brought out these principlesduring
thelr activity periods. Lifeskillsclasses,
taught by Gary Petty (aso football
supervisor), added additional aspectsto
help campers develop their leadership
skills. Mr. Petty helped campersexplore
vaues—what redlly mattersin life and
what is unimportant or even harmful—
and how those values will shape their
gods. As Mr. Petty explained, “Lifeis
only meaningful if our goalsareconss-
tent with our values”

According to our end-of-camp sur-
veys, Chrigtian Livingisthemost help-
ful activity at camp. At theend of each
day the discussions opened with
commentsonthemorning'sCom-
pass Check and then a panel of
ministers fielded questions from
thecampers. Thisyear’ squestions

Scenes from Camp Carter (photos by
Angela Quant and Katherine Turner)

spirituad understanding on awiderange
of topics Sometimestheministersasked
the campers questions and they also
solicited ideas for UCG's new maga-
zine, \ertical Thought—a magazine of
understanding for tomorrow’sleaders.
Once again we were blessed with an

outstanding staff displaying non-stop
serviceand dedication. Thoughtired by
the end of the week, the staff continued
giving their al. This year we aso wit-
nessed thissameattitudein our campers!
Therewasared senseof family andthe
attitudes and cooperation were out-
ganding. Wetruly feltthejoy of beingin
“theZone’ anditwasaso obvioustothe
YMCA gtaff as they once again com-
mented on what awonderful group we
are. The head of their food service
department even said that when we are
here, thingsare more peaceful and calm
among his kitchen staff. What wonder-
ful evidence that Camp Carter is help-
ing develop godly leaders

Ken Treybig
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South African Campers Enjoy the Beach

The2003 SouthAfricanYouth |
Camp was held from June 29 to |,
July 4 at the Glenmore Eco-
Centre on the Kwa Zulu Natal
South Coast, 170 kilometers
(100 miles) south of Durban. A
total of 25 campers and three
counselors attended the camp,
and it was wonderful to have
Melinda Waggoner from Okla-
homajoin us.

Theprofessiona staff fromthe
Eco-Centre guided the campers
through the various activities
offered. Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jahns,
pastor and his wife from the
Johannesburg ~ congregation,
administered the Christian educa-
tion and Grant Chick, amember from
the Durban congregation, was camp
director.

The youth and staff were housed in
true South African bush camp style,
deeping in permanent tents on raised
foundations and eating in the open
under aroof around onelong table.

The main attraction of the camp
was that it was within walking dis-
tance of the beach and included many
beach-related activities. The activi-
tiesincluded sea kayaking, surf raft-
ing, archery, three different types of
team-building obstacle courses,
mountain biking, snorkeling, abseil-

ing/rappelling, orienteering, conser-
vation education and Christian living
classes. After the evening activities,
the youth spent time singing and

socidizing around the campfire.
Although the end of camp came

quickly, plans are aready in place for

next year, with new and exciting activ-

other side; Arnoldt Visser and Matthew Naude
ready to go sea kayaking; Ronel Webber abseils
down the 38-meter (120-foot) cliff

ities for the youth to experience. We

would welcome any prospective

campersfrom overseastojoin us.
Grant Chick

Catch the Vision: We Can Help Bring “Many Sons to Glory”!

by Roy Holladay

Frequently, while traveling to loca
congregations, | am asked questions
about vison. What is the vision of the
United Church of God?Hasit changed?
How doesthe membership relateto that
vison? Oftenwetalk about themission
of the Church, which is certainly good
and right to do. However, it is vitd to
know and live the vision God has given
us, which provides the purpose and
motivation for our mission.

It isaso important to make the nec-
essary digtinction between avision, a
missonandthestrategiesusedtoimple-
ment them. All three are needed—
whether we are discussing the Church,
our persond lives, projects we under-
take, etc. Spiritudly (in our lives per-
sondly and in the Church as awhole)
theBibleclearly articulatesthese areas.

Vision has to do with our ultimate
god or objective—where we want to
go.Visonisthebig picture. What isthe
big picturewe havein front of us?The

fires us with the desire to do the work
of God! What greater responsibility can
wehavethanto beused by God to help
bring many sonsto glory?
Theentirechapter of Matthew 6dis-
cusses, inonesense, keeping our vision
focused and clear on the Kingdom of
God. Inverses1to 18, Christ saysthat
our actions (charitable deeds, prayer
and fasting) should be done with one
focused purpose—to serve God—and
not divided purposesasashow for oth-
er humans. Inverses19t0 24, Hewarns
usabout being distracted with material
goods to the point of neglecting spiri-
tual salvation. The chapter concludes
with the well-known admonition:
“Seek first thekingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all thesethingsshall
beadded toyou” (verse 33). The over-
al theme of this chapter is clear: con-
centrated focuson God, Hisrighteous-
ness and His Kingdom, and making
sureour actionsreflect that.
Everything we do in the Church
must be serving the fulfillment of that

“The vision of the Church derives its inspiration and motivation from
God's purpose for humanity: bringing many sons to glory. God's
desire is that all be saved and live eternally in His Kingdom and in

His family. Assisting in the fulfillment of that vision is the mission of

the Church.”

Kingdom of God. That vision has not
changed sincethe prophetsof old. Our
vision statement goesright to that core
hope: “The vision of the Church
derives its inspiration and motivation
from God's purpose for humanity:
bringing many sons to glory. God's
desreisthat al be saved and live eter-
nally in HisKingdom and in Hisfami-
ly. Assisting in the fulfillment of that
vision is the mission of the Church”
Vision should motivate us with excite-
ment, drive and determination. Vision

vision. Many companiesand organiza-
tionsintheir strategic planning will use
the following guiddline: “If it is serv-
ingthevision, wewill keep doingit. If
itisnot serving the vision, we won't””
Again, our vision is the Kingdom of
God, toenter it andto assist God inHis
work of bringing many sonsintoit. Our
actionsmust befocused clearly onthat.

That brings usto mission. The mis-
sion of the Church relates more to the
day-by-day work or operations of the
Church. The mission statement that

age” (Matthew 28:19-20).

“Go into dl the world and
preach the gospel to every
creature. Hewho believesand
is baptized will be saved; but
he who does not believe will
becondemned” (Mark 16:15-
16).

“So when they had eaten
breakfast, Jesussaid to Simon
Peter, ‘ Simon, son of Jonah,
do you love Me more than
these? Hesaidto Him, ‘Yes,
Lord; You know that | love
You. He said to him, ‘Feed
My lambs’ He said to him
again asecond time, ‘ Simon,
son of Jonah, do you love
Me? He said to Him, ‘Yes,
Lord; You know that | love

Roy Holladay, president of UCGIA

guides United is biblically based. It is
the same mission or commission that
Jesus Christ gaveto the gpostles: “The
mission of the Church of God is to
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and
the Kingdom of God in dl the world,
make disciplesin al nations and care
for thosedisciples” Themission of the
Church focuses on proclaiming the
gospel, working with those God cals
and caring, serving and loving God's
family on earth. Themission statement
flows directly from the vision state-
ment. It is the execution of the vision
and it outlines what must happen to
achieve the vison. A few of the scrip-
turesinthisregard:

“Go therefore and make disciples
of al the nations, baptizing themin
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observeall thingsthat | have
commanded you; and lo, | am with
you always, even to the end of the

You." He said to him, ‘ Tend
My sheep. Hesaid to himthe
thirdtime, * Simon, son of Jon-
ah, do you love Me? Peter was griev-
ed because He said to him the third
time, ‘DoyouloveMe? Andhesaidto
Him, ‘Lord, You know al things; You
knowthat | loveYou. Jesussaidtohim,
‘Feed My sheep™” (John 21:15-17).
Noticethat Christ doesnot set atime
limit on thismission. In fact, we need
tobefound “so doing” at Hisreturn.
How we do that mission is where
drategies are formulated. How do we
preach the gospel? We may have sev-
eral strategies for accomplishing that
mission: radio, TV, videos, theInternet,
the Good Newsmagazine, bookletsand

developed on how we plan to use TV
and radio, how many booklets we
should have and what topics should be
covered, etc.

Therearephilosophica questionsthat
need to be addressed that drive how we
accomplish preaching the gospel. The
Council of Elders has addressed those
questions, and in 1999 the Council for-
mulated thefollowing guiddines: “ Jesus
Christ commissioned the Church. . . to
preach the gospel of the Kingdom of
God as awitness (Matthew 28:19 and
24:14) . . . Moreover, their messages
contained awarning to thelistenersthat
their refusal to repent would result in
punishment (Colossians 1:27 and 28).
Furthermore, the Old Testament
prophets admonished God's servantsto
stand in the gap and serve aswatchmen
(Ezekid 22:30 and 33:1-10)."

Themessageistogoasawitnessand
have awarning component also. How-
ever, we a o redize the need to give
hopenow. Gospel means*good news’!
It gives good news on how to live our
lives today and also the hope for the
future.

Our vision and our mission fromthe
Bibleareclear. Our responsibility inthe
work God has given us to do is to
remain focused and active in the ful-
fillment of thevision and mission. The
vision of the Kingdom and eternd life
in the family of God needsto guide us
inal that we do. We then seek God's
will and direction in the strategies that
weuse. Let uskeepthat vision burning

The vision of the Kingdom and eternal life in the family of God needs
to guide us in all that we do. We then seek God's will and direction in

the strategies that we use.

articles, advertising, local initiatives,
public Bible lectures, etc. These cate-
gories are o refined—strategies are

brightly in our hearts and humble our-
selvesbeforeour Fether in carrying out
themission of theKingdom. un
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From the Word

Adventures in Feast Travel (What Do You Mean, Pilgrimage?)

m Traveling to the Feast can
teach us many lessons.

by Anthony Wasilkoff

My very first Feast of Tabernacles
wasobserved in 1966 at BlytheArena
in Squaw Valley, apicturesgue moun-
tain valey in Northern Cdlifornia. A
significant number of readerswill sm-
ilarly recall traveling great distances
to Squaw Valley in order to keep the
wonderful Festival of Tabernacles
with thousandsof other earnest believ-
ers who were delighted simply to be
there.

Those were the days when we had
two services a day, every day. The
needswere different then. No onefelt
oppressed or put upon. Many of the
meals were communal meals served
and eaten cafeteriastyle. The joy and
exuberancewasoverwhelming. Weall
dreaded theclosing serviceof theclos-
ing day when wewould often sing for
the concluding hymn, “God Be With
YouTill WeMeetAgain.” Virtualy no
one wanted to go home yet.

Through the years | have enjoyed
hearing others share their early expe-
riences of keeping the feasts. At one
time, we even kept the Spring Feastin
much the sameway we keep the Feast
of Tabernacles. Eventualy, an admin-
istrative decision was made to only
observe Tabernaclesen masse. Asyou

know, the other feasts we celebrate
locally.

Pilgrimage Means Travel

The word feast comes from the
Hebrew word chag or hag, which
refers especialy to a“feast, observed
by apilgrimage” (Ming's). That isits
meaning and application in the very
first reference in the Bible. Moses
informed Pharaoh: “We will go with
our young and our old; with our sons
and our daughters, with our flocksand
our herdswewill go, for wemust hold
afeast to the Lord” (Exodus 10:9).
According to Vine's, “‘hag’ usualy
represents Israel’s three annual *pil-
grimage feasts.’”

Part of the adventure associated
with keeping the Feast of Tabernacles
isthetraveling necessary to get to one
of thelocationswhere God hasplaced
His name, and to return home. A dic-
tionary definition of the word pil-
grimageis: “ajourney, esp. alongone,
madeto some sacred place asan act of
religiousdevotion.” Intheearly years,
those journeys were much more chal-
lenging than they are now. The roads
were not asgood, the carswere not as
new, the financial resources were not
as great and Church members were
not as experienced as they are now.
Traveling to the Feast was a remark-
able combination of faith plusworks,
with far greater emphasis on the for-
mer than the | atte!

One of the biblica instructions we
read that isrelated to thejourney com-
ponent of the Feast is found in
Deuteronomy 14:24-25. “But if the
journey istoolong for you so that you
arenot ableto carry thetithe, or if the
place where the Lorp your God
chooses to put His name is too far
from you, when the Lorp your God
has blessed you, then you shall
exchange it for money, take the mon-
ey in your hand, and go to the place
which the Lorp your God chooses.”
Notice how the Bible provides the
means for the believer to travel in
order to keep the Feast at the desig-
nated location.

Challenges of Travel

Therewasatimein |sragl’s history
when one of its self-seeking kings
decided to manipulate public senti-
ment through demeaning the travel
associated with the feast days. In 1
Kings 12:28 we read how Jeroboam
told his subjects, “It is too much for
you to go up to Jerusalem.”

Up until then, it hadn’t been too
much for the people of | srael to attend
the Feast in Jerusdem. However, the
power of suggestion can bevery, very
strong. In order to accommodate their
imagined  hardship,  Jeroboam
arranged for more convenient festival
locations, namely Dan and Bethel, but
they were not where God had placed
Hisname. Oh yes, the other detail, as

you are no doubt aware, was that the
feast was delayed by one month!

Occasionally, eventoday therearea
few “complaints’ asto why the Feast
sites can't be more numerous and
hence alittle closer to where we hap-
pentolive. When God makesthat pro-
vision by providing the necessary
resources and clearly placing His
nameinagreater number of locations,
then the Church ishappy to add them,
eventhoughit crestesmore challenges
inthe organization and scheduling for
our thinly spread ministry. Weredlize
the hardships of travel.

| remember the brethren in New-
foundland a few years back making
the arduous three-day drive to the
nearest Feast site. Still, most of the
Newfoundland brethren managed to
attend the nearest sitein spite of adver-
sity. Thankfully now there is a Feast
site right in the capital city of St.
John’s. And this year we have been
ableto add asitein Ontario aswell.

Staying Home

What are the legitimate reasons for
staying home at Feast time? There are
only two that come to mind. One is
poor health. The other isalack of ade-
quate funding. Even ageis not neces-
sarily afactor of and by itself. There
are elderly members who are able to
attend the Feast because their health
and financespermit. Ontheother hand,
there are younger people who cannot

attend the Feast because either their
health or their finances are lacking.

If youaren't abletotravel, how can
you observe the Feast of Tabernacles
at home? These daysthis can be done
by connecting to an actual Feast ser-
vice through the wonders of live
cybercasting. Of course, one has to
have a computer to be able to do so.
However, the benefitsaretremendous.

The other way of handling thisisto
order Feast tapes from your national
office well ahead of time.

One member was telling me how
shekeepsthe entire Feast, start tofin-
ish, in her own home as if she were
attending an actual full-fledged Festi-
va site. Shedressesup, putson aFeast
tape, takes notes, respondsand rejoic-
es, al in her own home. Some people
areabletoarrangeto get together once
or twice during the week with others
who may similarly beunableto attend
the Feast.

God’s Blessing

Inwhatever way you decideto keep
the Feast of Tabernaclesthisfall, God
will bless you abundantly as you step
out in faith to obey and please Him.
“Seven days you shall keep a sacred
feast tothe Lorp your Godintheplace
which the Lorp chooses, because the
Lorp your God will blessyou in all
your produce and in all the work of
your hands, so that you shall surely
regoice’ (Deuteronomy 16:15). un

King David and the Feast of Tabernacles

by Layne Partin

As the Feast approaches, many of
God'speoplefacedifficultiesthat chal-
lenge their determination to be there.
Many times we are beset with work,
school, money, mechanical, personal
and other problems just before we set
out. Butinvariably itisal worthitwhen
wearefinaly joyfully streaming tothe
meeting facility under thefull moon for
the opening service. As we al know,
the Feast isatype of God's Kingdom,
and our yearly pilgrimagetoitisatype
of our lifelong journey to bein God's
family.

Have you ever wondered why we
have to struggle so much, not only for
God's Kingdom, but also at timesjust
to get to the Feast?

The apostle Paul tells us in 1
Corinthians 10:11 that the lives and
activities, both good and bad, of those
intheOld Testament arerecorded for us
as examples—examples to encourage
and inspire us, as well asto warn and
admonish us.

The life of King David is one that
gives me great inspiration, especially
as the Feast approaches. There are
many parallels between our daily lives

and thelife of thisgreat man of God.

What was the difference between
David and dl the other kings of Israel
and Judah? While afew of them were
obedient to God, only Davidiscalleda
man after God's own heart (Acts
13:22). Only David will be ruler over
the 12 tribes in God's Kingdom
(Ezekiel 37:24). The obvious differ-
enceisthat only David had to struggle
for many years before receiving the
throne. As so many later kings have
proven, power corrupts. Can any of us
say that we would not be corrupted by
power? Just as David's character and
obedience to God were developed
greatly by hisyears of trials and tribu-
lations, sotoo are ours.

Fighting Saul and Satan

In his youth, David served in King
Saul’s court. Saul can be a type of
Satan. Both Saul and Satan were
anointed rulers (Ezekiel 28:14; John
14:30; 1 Samuel 10:1). Both exalted
themsalvesand wereguilty of rebellion
(1 Samuel 15:23; Ezekiel 28:17) and
thelaments over their failuresaresm-
ilar (Isaiah 14:12; 2 Samuel 1:19).
Beforewe are caled by God, we have
served in Satan’s court.

Just like David, we each have our
own persona Goliaths to slay. There
can be no doubt that it was only by
God's mercy that David had the
courage to face and overcome this
giant, and wetoo only overcometrias
and tribulations by God's mercy
extended to us.

Flush from this great victory, David
could donowrong. Similarly, whenwe
arefirst called into thefaith, God often
gives us great victories to encourage
and inspire us and give usfaith. Like-
wise, many times we are at our
strongest right after the spiritual
refreshingwefind at the Feast. But just
asSaul beganinajedousragetotry to
kill David, so Satan comes after us
when we beginto live godly lives, and
when we go back into the world after
the Feast. That iswhen our character is
really developed.

Never Give Up

In fear for hislife and on the run,
David fell victim to fear, discourage-
ment and even depression. But David
never gave up, and neither must we.

David had two chances to kill Saul
and end his persecution (1 Samuel 24
and 26), but instead relied on God. We

aremany timespresented with chances
to end our persecution from Satan by
giving up. But we must rely on God to
see us through, knowing that He has
anointed each of usto befuturekingsin
His Kingdom (Revelation 5:10). And
S0 we gtrive on through the long, dark
months between Tabernacles and
Passover, with the weekly Sabbath to
strengthen and encourage us.

Hidden Danger

Interestingly, it waswhen David was
king over | sradl that hefell victimtothe
darkest time of hislife by giving into
temptation and committing adultery
and murder. Attimeswhen hewasrun-
ning for hislife, David prayed three
timesaday (Psam 55:17), but he had
drifted far from God at thistime.

Someof thegreatest trialswefaceas
God's people come when times are
prosperous and our trials seem tem-
porarily over. Thenwe, like David, may
not awaysfeel we have the same need
to cry out to God for help.

And it is often when we are at the
Feast that we forget that Satan too
attends the Feast. We get so caught up
inal the godly activities surrounding
us that we sometimes neglect our per-

sonal prayer and Biblestudy. Wecan, if
we are not careful, have amore physi-
cal Feast than spiritua, resulting inthe
post-Feast blues and leaving ourselves
vulnerableto Satan's attacks.

God is faithful to forgive every sin
repented of (1 John 1:9). But if we per-
sstingn, it separatesusfrom God (1sa-
iah 59:2) and becomes a threst to our
spiritua lives. Then we mugt, like
David, repent wholeheartedly and
reestablish our covenant with God if we
areto be aman or woman after God's
own heart.

Wemust ask God every day to lead
us not into temptation (Matthew 6:8),
and in faith ask Him for the wisdom
we need to make righteous decisions
inour quest for the Feast and the King-
dom.

So, as the Feast approaches, let us
think of David's life and example, for
we, too, have been anointed tobekings
and priestsin the coming Kingdom of
God.

And we, too, will only take our
crowns and thrones after a lifetime of
being persecuted by the king of this
present evil age if we, like David,
remain faithful to the living God and
our Savior, Jesus Christ. un
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The Test Track of Life

m Why does a loving,
merciful God allow good
people to suffer for no
apparent reason?

by David J. Sandland

Many people wonder why good,
law-abiding brethren, friendsand rel-
atives sometimes experiencedifficul-
ties and problems when they have
done nothing wrong and no one has
wronged them. Children often won-
der why their parents are going
through aperiod of difficulty whenall
they see are parents who diligently
obey God and His commands.

Why doesasupposedly loving, car-
ingand merciful God allow such good
people to suffer for no apparent rea-
son? Thisis an age-old question that
deserves an answer.

Road Testing

One analogy to consider, to shed
light on this perplexing question, is
the comparison of a brand new car
being produced—say thelatest Volks-
wagen Bug. That new car goes
through years of careful design by
teams of experts. Millions of dollars
arespentin planning, design and end-
less computer simulations. There's
wind tunnel analysis, painstaking
model construction and market
research of everything down to the
paint and interior design.

Yet, when it al comes together—
perfectly designed and manufac-
tured—what is the first thing that
takes place? What must happen prior
to product advertising and release?

It must be thoroughly road tested,
using special test tracks and expert
driversin all weather and terrain con-
ditions.

Why? Because there is something
wrong withthe car? Becauseall those
millions of dollars, research and
meticulous manufacture are guaran-
teed to be awaste of time and effort?

No. The manufacturer must know
for surethat their new car doesindeed
work. And work under al possible
road conditions and circumstances.

It looked great in planning.

It1ooked great on the computer and
insimulation.

Itlooked great inwind-tunnel tests.

It looked great in production.

Butit still hasto be proven and test-
edinrea-lifestuations.

And that is exactly why our great
God tests and proves His children—
children one day to be trusted with
eternd life. That'safar greater future
and responsibility than pieces of met-
al attached to rotating rubber driving
down theroad.

The testing is not done to prove
there is something wrong, evil or sin-
ful, but simply to test, to make infi-
nitely sure and certain His children
will not fail, inthe test track of life.

Sometimes problems, tests and
challenges do come upon us because
wedo sin, or otherssin against us, or

even because of the evil, sinful world
in which we live. However, as we
have seen, sometimes the reason—
and the only reason—is that God is
testing our faith, patience, endurance
and trust.

It's not because there is something
wrong “that needs fixing,” not
because of sinin our life, but simply
because He wants to know we will
continue to look to Him no matter
what.

Test Driving King David

King David even asked God to do
just that—to test his faith. Notice
Psalm 26:1-2: “ Vindicateme, O LorD

. examine me . . . and prove
me; try my mind and my heart”
That's a very courageous request
indeed.

Theword vindicate meansto “clear
of blame or suspicion. . . establish
the existence, merits, or justice of
one's courage, conduct, assertion,
etc” (Australian Oxford Dictionary).
In verses 3 through 6, David
expressed his resolution to remain
innocent of any blame and had the
confidence and courageto ask God to
establish the fact he wasindeed with-
out blame. (After, of course, having
repented of known sins.)

Also notice in Psalm 17:1-3 that
God did indeed “road test” King
David. “Let my vindication come
from Your presence . . . You have
tested my heart . . . You havetried
me and have found nothing.” David
went through many testsin life, not
because of sin, but due to God's
intent, plan and desire to test out—to
prove—His servant. Just as that car
manufacturer had to test out his new
carinred life.

Many scriptures show how God
tests His people. In 2 Chronicles
32:31 we read where God tested
Hezekiah. Why?“ Totest him, that He
might know all that wasin hisheart”
Words, even actions, are often not
enough. God looks right down into
our heartsto ensurewewill obey Him
no matter what circumstances we
face. No matter what tests He places
before us.

It is of note that in the following
verse (verse 32) that the “goodness’

Just as our carmaker tests his new creation, God likewise continually tests His new creation of a
potential eternal, spirit being that He must know will not fail.

how Godworks. Heisintent ontesting
His people, to see what is in their
hearts. Not, on these occasions, to cor-
rect for sin, but smply totest. Toprove,
tovindicate, to “ establish themeritsor
justice of one's courage and conduct.”

Just as our carmaker tests his new
creation, God likewise continually
tests His new creation of a potential
eternal, spirit being that He must
know will not fail.

Consider also Jeremiah 11:20 and
17:10.

Without Sin

And we al know how God tested
Job, a man known as blameless and
without sin (Job 1:1, 8, 22.) Notice
also Job 23:10: “But He knows the
way that | take; when He has tested
me.” Job faced perhaps the toughest
“roadtesting” of al and camethrough
that test without sin. Job 42:7 records
that Job spoke of God “what isright.”
He passed the test!

And remember Job was not being
corrected for sin, as many commen-
tators try to imply. True, he had to
learn his place in relationship to his
God, asweread in Job 38. But not to
repent of any specified sin.

The testing is not done to prove there is something wrong, evil or
sinful, but simply to test, to make infinitely sure and certain His
children will not fail, in the test track of life.

of Hezekiah is mentioned, showing
that the testing he went through was
not because of evil or sin.

In Deuteronomy 8:1-2 weread how
God tested ancient Israel, to see if
they would follow Himin spite of tri-
als—"“to humble you and test you, to
know what wasin your heart, whether
you would keep His commandments
or not” Israel pathetically and
abysmally failed that test, revealing a
stubborn and rebellious heart. They
most certainly failed their road test!

However the testing of Israel, of
King David and Hezekiah shows us

In Job 42:6 the word translated
“abhor” can mean, “to disappear.”
Job, as he was being tested, came to
thepoint of “ disappearing” inhisown
importancein comparisonto the Cre-
ator God. God, in Job chapter 38,
reminds Job that the project of creat-
ing the earth itself was a little more
complex than anything Job had done.
In considering that majestic compar-
ison, Job “disappeared.”

The Ultimate Test
Perhapsthegreatest exampleof all,
showing how God tests His children

not for any sin or fault, is found in
Genesis 22. Of course this is the
account of Abraham where he was
instructed to offer up his son, Isaac.

Abraham ooked good on the draw-
ing board.

Abraham mouthed al the right
words.

But would he stand up to the great-
est test of hislife?

Sin was not in question. Abraham
was not being corrected. Genesis
22:12 tells uswhy he was being test-
ed: “For now | know that you fear
God, since you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from Me.”
Abraham passed the greatest “road
test of life” as he obeyed God uncon-
ditionaly, infaith, trust and thefullest
of confidence.

Consider Hebrews 11:17-19. “By
faith Abraham, when he was tested
. .. [concluded] that God was able
to raise him up.” Abraham believed
that even if he had to go ahead and
slay his son, God would then “raise
him up”—resurrect |saac back to
life. So Abraham was not being
merciless, uncaring or sadistic in
showing awillingnessto slay Isaac.
Rather, he passed the ultimate test
by trusting God to simply bring
Isaac back to life. And symbolical-
ly He did: “From which he also
received himin afigurative sense.”

Another test passed with flying col-
ors!

In this connection | suggest you
also read James 2:21-22. Also read
from verse 14 through 20, where
James explains that faith, by itself, is
not sufficient proof of our standing
before God. “Was not Abraham our
father justified by works when he
offered Isaac his son on the altar?’
(James 2:21). Works are the process
of being tested and proven.

Another set of Scriptures to con-
sider is1 Corinthians 3:11-15: “Each
one’'swork will becomeclear . . . it
will be reveded by fire; and the fire
will test each one's work.” Why?

Because (verse 16) thereisso much at
stake: “You are the temple of God.”
God wants to know—must know—
that we are worthy of being part of
that temple and the residing place of
His Spirit. “For the temple of God is
holy, which temple you are” (verse
17). Whenwecatch afleeting glimpse
of that spiritual redity, we can only
wonder and be amazed that we are not
tested beyond our present level of test-
ing.

No wonder King David begged
God to examine him and prove him.
How much more should we echo
those samethoughtsand desires, to be
tested asworthy to be part of thetem-
pleof God.

More Precious Than Gold

Peter talks of the necessity of trials
and testing in the life of a Christian
in 1 Peter 1:7: “That the genuineness
of your faith, being much more pre-
cious than gold that perishes [or a
new car that eventualy rusts and
decays], though it is tested by fire,
may be found to praise, honor, and
glory at the revelation of Jesus
Christ”

Abraham, Job, King David,
Hezekiah and al our brothersand sis-
tersin Christ mentioned in Hebrews
11 went through that process of hav-
ing the genuinenessof their faith test-
ed. And al have been found to have
brought praise, honor and glory tothe
name of their God.

Do we give God honor as we go
through thetestsHe placesbefore us?
Do we aso resist pointing the finger
aswe see our brethren going through
trialsand tests?

And, again, why doesour faithhave
to be “tested by fire’? Because God
“has begotten usagainto aliving hope
. . . to aninheritance incorruptible
and undefiled and that does not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you” (1
Peter 1:3-4).

God speed your progress and trav-
elsthrough the test track of lifel un
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r School

Time fo
ﬂlng Sure Your Child Gets off on the Right Foot

m All parents worry about
their children starting
school, but Church
members have the
additional concerns about
dealing with society’s
holidays and getting off for
God's Holy Days. What can
a parent do to insure their
child’s success? Here are tips
from a Church parent who
is also a teacher.

by Marti Springer

A familiar poem comesto mind each
year as school begins. It iswrittento a
kindergarten teacher and admonishes
theteacherto“tekecareof myson . .

Sending achild off to school for the
very first time can be —some-
times for parents more than the chil-
dren. How can you as aparent insure
that your child gets off on the right
foot as the school year begins? As
Church members there are several
things we can do to help teachers
“takecareof” our children, whilestill
assuring that our little ones do not
haveto compromisethereligiousval-

Practical Advice to Parents

* Before school begins, ask for a
conference with your child's teacher.
Having both parents attend assuresthe
teacher that thisisa“family” that sup-
portstheir children.

* Tell the teacher that you will do
everything you can to support him/her
during theyear. Volunteer tohelpinthe
classroomif your schedule permits.

» State your beliefs in a positive,
concise manner and give the teacher a
list to help him/her to remember what
you have discussed. This may consist
of alist of “Holidays we don't cele-
brate’ on one side of the paper and a
column on the other side with “Holi-
dayswe do celebrate”

 Besuretotell theteacher that you
areaChrigtian (thisseemsto beimpor-
tant to many of them).

+ Tel themthatitisnot thething that
you object to, but the symbolism often
implied to be associated with it. (for
example, holly isaplant—not aChrigt-
masplant).

» Remindtheteacher that your child
may not want to be singled out as dif-
ferent. Upon entering my oldest daugh-
ter’skindergarten room prior to Christ-
meas, | wasdrawntoabeautiful bulletin
board full of red poinsettias, surround-
ing a bright purple-colored poinsettia
spotlighted in the center. Of course it

Il'.-i- repeke

Don't wait for
parent/teacher
conferences to meet
the teacher.

e Before school
begins, ask for a
conference with
your child’s teacher.
Having both
parents attend
assures the teacher
that this is a
“family” that
supports their
children.

o Tell the teacher
that you will do
everything you can
to support him/her
during the year.

uesthat wehavetried so hard toinstill
inthemin the preschool years.

Since | am ateacher aswell as a
parent | can empathize with the
teacher who isasked to accommodate
amyriad of individua differences,
while juggling academic needs and
goals set by school districts. In an
attempt to aleviate the concerns of
my daughters’ teachers, without
alowing the girlsto participateinthe
many “holiday” activities, | devel-
oped severd tips, which | have shared
with other parentsin the past. | hope
that by sharing these with others, it
will make asuccessful year for many
of our children beginning the school
year.

belonged to my daughter!

Atalater date | asked theteacher to
check withmy child beforedisplaying
work that may benoticeably different.
Some children enjoy the attention and
others are embarrassed by it. Fortu-
nately my daughter didn't mind.
Pleasenote: Thistip can be extremely
useful in later years, when teachers
may ask your children to explain
Passover or Hanukkah, assuming they
are Jewish.

* Volunteer andsignupearly tohelp
with things such as Thanksgiving
Feasts, Fidd/Olympic Day, Strawberry
Festivals or PTA fundraisers not con-
nected with holidays. This shows the
school that you want to be involved

How can you as a parent insure that your child gets off on the right foot as the school year begins?

with your child, yet allows you to opt
out of themany holiday activities.

* \olunteer to put up bulletin boards
(agreat opportunity for that beautiful
“winter” scenein lieu of Christmas).

« Don't assume that your child's
teacher will remember to share with
other teacherstheinformation you pro-
vide. You may especialy need to talk
to the music and art teachers, since
many of their activitiesrevolve around
holiday themes.

« Don't forget that as your child
advancestothenext grade, you needto
make each teacher aware of thesetips.
You may even want to develop aform
|etter that you share at the beginning of
each school year

But What Can My Child Do?

Hereisalist of aternate activities
that may be useful to share with teach-
ers. (Again, a sheet for the teacher to
keepin the plan book would serve asa
reminder.)

 Send copies of coloring sheets,
paper and pencil games, or dot-to-dot
pictures (of pumpkins, leaves, football,
fall trees, harvest time, etc.) todowhile
othersare doing Halloween papers.

* During music—send taperecorder
and earphones with children’s choir
songs for the Feast, or with stories to
follow adongwith, for childrentolisten
to while classmates are singing Hal-
loween/ Christmas/ holiday songs.

* Arrangefor your child to visit the
library, help the classroom assistant
cleanupor preparemateriasor bulletin
boards, or (in higher grades) assist in
theoffice or visit another classroomto
read to younger children.

« Allow your child to participate in
art activities as much as possible.
Below are some dternate activities
your child can do sitting beside his/her
friendsinart/class:

Holiday activity ~Alternateactivity —edwith“Wewenttochurchand . . ”

Jack O’ Lanterns

Christmastrees

Pinecone
ornaments

Chrisimas
ornaments

Stars

Stockings
Wrapping paper
Valentine cards

Easter coloring

Easter basket

Scraping out the
seeds and spread-
ingthemtodry for
roasting at home
and bringing back
tosharewiththe
class.

Treewith winter
scene.
Pineconewith
birdseed for
feeding birds.
Teddy bears,
gingerbread men,
mittens, snowmen
or snowflakesto
hang in their room
a home.

A star for the door
of their room.
Crazy socksfor
Bertand Ernie.
Designsother than
Christmasfor al-
0ccasion papey.
Thank you notesto
peopleyou love.
Spring and Spring
Holy Day cards,
lionand lamb,
butterfly.

Flower basket for
Grandma.

What About the Feast?
The feast days and Holy Days are

truly an opportunity for your childrento
let their light shine. At Feast of Taber-
nacles time we were aways sure to
havethegirlskeep adaily “journa” of
what they did. In kindergarten it con-
sisted mostly of pictures, but in later
grades, a narrative accompanied each
picture. Thisaso gavethem something
to do during services. Every day dtart-

50 that teacher knew this wasn't a
“vacation.”

If you and your family travel to for-
elgn countries, teacherslovefor parents
and/or children to share their pictures,
videos, etc. with the class. As children
get older, teachers often accept these
journals and presentations as alternate
makeup for work missed.

Most Important

Themost helpful thing that you can
do to assurethat your child hasagreat
school year isto teach him or her prior
to attending school. A child who pays
attention, respectsauthority and always
doeshigher best is onethat no teacher

A child who pays attention, respects
authority and always does his/her
best is one that no teacher can resist!

can resist! You will find that as your
child progresses in school he/she will
build areputation for being the “ mod-
el student” that all of theteacherswish
they had. Without compromising your
vaues, together you and theteacher can
beateamto assureyour child'ssuccess
today—on the first day of school—as
well asinthefuture. un
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The Case Against Darwin

The Case Againgt Darwin (Why the Evidence
Should Be Examined) by James Perloff (published
by Refuge Books) is a concise exposé of some of
theproblemswith thetheory of evolution. Thebook
has only three chaptersand isonly 83 pageslong.
It is, however, well documented with over four
pagesof references. (Itisacondensed versonof the
author’s 321-page Tornado in a Junkyard: The
RelentlessMyth of Darwinism.)

Chapter 1 covers some of the socia conse
quencesof thetheory of evolution. It hasinfluenced
the thinking of society for the past 150 years. Its
connection with some of the terrible atrocities of
our times is given. Historian Will Durant gives a
good overview. Asquoted on page 18, hesad, “ By
offeringevolutionin placeof God asacauseof his-
tory, Darwin removed the theological basis of the
moral code of Christendom. And the moral code
that has no fear of God is very sheky. That's the
conditionwearein”

In chapter 2, Mr. Perloff offers seven evidences
against Darwin's theory. He reviews things like
mutations, thecomplexity of thesmplest cdllsand
the “irreducible complexity” (page 16) of bio-
chemica systems. The astronomica improbabili-
ty of theold argument that given enough monkeys,
typewriters and time, the works of Shakespeare
could be produced isexplained.

Inthelast chapter somesupposed evidencesused
to support the theory are
resvalUcted. Ideas  like WO,
Haeckel’s embryos (page ¥,
53), which | have seen in
biology textbooks, have
been shownto befakes The
argument that blood and see
water have the same per-
centageof sdt contentisalso ',
totally erroneous. i

The book wasinteresting m
and informative. It was a
pleasureto read about some of thewondersof cre-
ation without the incessant assertions that every-
thing evolved. The last sentencein the book says,
“Scienceis about the truth, and it neither fearsnor
suppresses the search for it” (page 76). Unfortu-
nately, too often truthissuppressedif it hasany con-
nection to God.

Thomas Seltzer
Elder, Harrishurg, Pennsylvania, congregation

Is Life Worth Waiting For?

Modern society allows almost every rea or
imagined need to beingtantly redlized. Welivein
an ageof fast food, credit cards and unprecedent-
edaccesstoal kindsof information viathe Inter-
net and news media. The messageisclear: If you
want it, you can have it right NOW (something
that definitely appeals to our human nature). If
we'renot careful, wetoo can become sucked into
the dangerous tendency to expect instant gratifi-
cation. Indeed, throughout history many Chris-
tians havefallen avay because they becametired
of waiting for Christ’sreturn and thefulfillment of
God's promises.

How doesthe Bible approach theidea of wait-
ing?God hascontinually shown patienceand mer-
¢y during Hisrelationship with mankind (1 Peter
3:20). He expects us to follow His example.
David, a“ manafter God'sown heart,” didjust that

(Psalms 27:14; 40:1), and we should too. God in
turn provides strength for thosewho wait on Him
(Isaiah 40:31). What kind of attitude should we
have while waiting? God wants us to be eagerly
anticipating thecoming of HisKingdom (Romans
8:23). Those who do this have a place in God's
family and eternal lifewhen Christ returns.
Theword waiting often has the connotation of
passivity, but people often fed restless and want
to do something. Waiting on God is not a passive
experience! It is a time to prepare ourselves
through prayer, Biblestudy andfasting. Itisatime
to serve in the Church and in the community as
God builds His character within us. Waiting for
Godisan active process, and wemust do so eager-
ly and with earnest expectation and trust in the
timing of God's coming Kingdom. Eternd lifeis
most definitely worth the wait!
DebbieWerner
Portland West, Oregon, congregation

When Sharing Is Stealing

A lot of people don't redlize that when they
download music from the Internet, they are bregk-
ing acommandment—they are sedling. | used to
think downloading music wasn't stealing because
someone must have purchased the music in order
tomakeit available on his or her computer, right?
Wrong!

Firgt of dl, who knowsif the person purchased
theCD or stoleit, but let’ssay aperson doesbuy a
music CD and makesit availableto sharewiththou-
sands of others through peer-to-peer programs
through the Internet.

However, what does this do to the artists who
made that music CD? Don't just think about the
richmusicians (though God doesn’t say it'sOK to
sted from therich, ether). Most people trying to
make it in the music business don't make much
money, and the current trends of file“sharing” are
making it even harder for the new artists and less
popular groups. These artists aren't getting your
money if you'redownloading their music fromthe
Internet. Let'smakethingsclear. It'snot somegray
area between good and bad. Downloading music
without paying is definitely bad.

Letmetry toput thisinadifferent manner: Imag-
ineif you could somehow buy an expensivepair of
pants, put itinsdeamachineand get an exact copy
of it. Even better, imagine that same machine will
send pairs of the pantsto dl the people who had
been planningto gotothestoreto buy them. It'sthe
exact same thing—people will no longer need to
gotothestoreto purchasethem when they can get
themfromyoufor free! That storemay end uplay-
ing off workersor going out of businessbecause of
you. It'ssuch acleverly hidden way of sedling.

Mctor Cabrera

Forgive From the Heart

Christ warned usthat if we want to be forgiven
by God, we must forgive others from the heart.
Consider the parable of the servant who was for-
givenagreat dedl, yet wouldn't forgiveafellow ser-
vant asmall debt.

“Then hismaster, after hehad calledhim, saidto
him, “You wicked servant! | forgave you all that
debt because you begged me. Should you not dso
have had compassion on your fellow servant, just
as| had pity onyou? And hismaster wasangry, and
delivered himtothetorturersuntil heshould pay al
that was due to him. So My heavenly Father dso
will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does
not forgive his brother his trespasses’ (Matthew
18:32-35).

Theword forgive literally meansto not require
compensation from someone. When we forgive,
were easeapersonfromhavingtopay for anoblig-
ationto us. (Only God can forgive the person spir-

itualy, upon hisor her repentance. Thankfully our
God isboth just and merciful.) It isrelatively essy
to decideasan act of will to relesse a person from
paying adebt, but when you've been dedlt ahuge
injury andyouwill behurting for yearstocome, it's
hard to completely let go of resentment and
revenge. Over the years, | have repestedly caught
mysdf in denid—I had said thewords of forgive-
ness, and meant them and acted onthem—but deep
inside | was till hurt and angry. | had not com-
pletely let go.

Mattersof theheart—theemotions—
can't besolved by mentd resolveor force
of will. Matters of the heart have to be
resolvedintheheart. Thedimensionthat ; :
| had missed wascompassion. Themore
| learned about the people who had
offended me, themore| wasabletofed
compassion for them. That compassion
melted away anger and resentment, and e
enabled meto let go completely.

Jesus showed compassion to those He met. He
hedled the sick (Matthew 9:35-36), and raised the
poor widow'sonly son (Luke 7:12-14). And onthe
crossHeexpressed Hiscompassioninforgiveness:
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do” (Luke23:34).

Weare commanded not only toforgive, but dso
toextend compassion (1 Peter 3:8; Jude22; Colos-
sans3:12). For me, itisthedimension of compas-
sontha makesforgivenessof life'sgreet hurtspos-
sible. Beforel canforgivefromthe heart, my heart
must be moved to compassion.

Jesus has great compassion for us (Hebrews
2:17; 4:15-16), andwemust learnto havethat same
compassiontowardsour fellowman. Wedon't want
to come before the judgment seat of Christ and be
told, “ Should you not dso havehad compassionon
your fellow servant, just as| had pity onyou?’

Jay Turner
San Josg, California, congregation

Grandparents/
Grandchildren: The Vital
Connection

The book Grandparents/Grandchildren: The
\ftal Connection by Arthur Kornhaber, M.D., and
Kenneth L. Woodward (published by Transaction

Publishers, 1997) wasinspired by 8-year-old Bil-
ly whoinsisted ontelling histherapistsin sesson
after session about the love he had for his grand-
parents and how only with them did he find a
refuge of love and acceptance, without feeling
guilty or sad.

Billy’svery revealing drawing isreproduced at
the front of the book and is a universal image of
thehuman family. It portraysthefamily asapyra-
mid of family connects—children supported by
parents who in turn are supported by
grandparents.

As aresult of in-depth interviews
with some 300 children as well as
grandparents, it was found that the
bond between grandparentsand grand-
childrenissecond in emotional power
and influence only to that of the par-
ent/child relationship.
| There are four factors the authors

isolated that are necessary to achieve
and maintain vital connections between grand-
parents and children. The first two factors, time
and place, are essential and without them there
canbenointimacy. A child spellslove, T-I-M-E.
In this society of dual career parents, thisis even
more essentia. A great way for grandparents to
serve, if they live close by, isto give their grand-
children asecond home while Mom and Dad are
at work. Thisis agreat way to build emotiona
bonds from a very early age, and | know from
experiencethat it iswell worth the sacrifice.

The third factor is commitment to the family,
including asense of family history wherework is
for thefamily, and not the reverse. A great way to
promote thisis by hanging pictures on the walls
of the three generations, including photos of the
grandparents holding each grandchild.

Last but not least is personal atruism—under-
standing the needs of your children and grand-
children and responding with loveto them. Read-
ing books like thisis agreat way to start and fits
inwithwhat God would have usdo. Another good
placeto start isby investigating such Web sitesas
www.grandparenting.org founded by coauthor
Arthur Kornhaber who was referred to by Tom
Brokaw as “the Dr. Spock of grandparenting.”
Being aliving sacrifice to your beloved grand-
children is enjoyable now and will pay big divi-
dendslater.

Marilyn Braley
Houston South, Texas, congregation

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
What Is Fasting and Why Do You Do It?

What | sFasting? Unger’sBibleDictionary explainsthat theword fastin the Bibleisfrom the Hebrew
word sum, meaning “to cover” the mouth, or from the Greek word nesteuo, meaning “to abstain.” For
Spiritual purposes, it meansto go without eating and drinking (Esther 4:16).

TheDay of Atonement—also cadlled“ theFast” (Acts27:9)—istheonly fast day commanded by God
(Leviticus 23:27), though other nationd fast days are mentioned in the Bible. Also, persond fastsare
clearly expected of Chrigt’'sdisciples (Matthew 9:14-15).

We encourage those with health problemsto consult aqualified medica practitioner beforefasting.

Why Do You Fast? The Bible gives examples of God's people occasionaly combining fasting with
thelr prayers so asto stir up their zed and renew their dedication and commitment to Him. King David
wrotethat he“humbled [him]self with fasting” (Psalm 35:13). Fasting isameans of getting our minds
back on the redlity that we are not self-sufficient. Fasting helps us redize just how fragile we are and
how much we depend on things beyond ourselves.

TheBiblerecordsthat grest men of faith such asMoses, Elijah, Daniel, Paul and JesusHimsdf fast-
ed that they might draw closer to God (Exodus 34:28; 1 Kings 19:8; Daniel 9:3; 10:2-3; 2 Corinthians
11:27; Matthew 4:2). Jesus knew that Histrue disciples, once Hewas no longer therein the flesh with
them, at timeswould need to fast to regain and renew their zedl to serve Him (Mark 2:18-20).

Jamestells us, “Draw near to God and Hewill draw near to you” (James 4:8). Constant prayer and
occasiond fasting help usto do this.

We are not to fast to have people fed sorry for usor to think we're pious (Matthew 6:16-18). Isaiah
58 gives both bad and good examples of fasting, contrasting wrong attitudes and actions (verses 3-5)
withtheright approach of outgoing love (verses6-10). Daniel and Nehemiah set the example of having
arepentant frame of mind (Daniel 9:3-4; Nehemiah 9:1-2).

Fasting also helpsuslearn thelessons of the Day of Atonement: forgiveness, reconciliationto God
and the need to resist Satan and pray for thetime of hisremoval (Revelation 20:1-3), which was por-
trayed in type by the Azazel goat on Atonement (Leviticus 16:20-22).

Sources: God'sHoly Day Plan and Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion.
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ABC Completing a Busy Year

“ABC,” continued from page 1

tivein class and by being service ori-
ented. The theme we set for the year
was “Growing in Grace and Knowl-
edge” Students were urged to be will-
ingtolook at themselvesand apply the
Scriptures, not just listen to them. We
aso had some apply the lessons of
Practical Christianity regarding dating
and marriage. Two couples were
engaged!

Thedlassof 2003 had quiteafew stu-
dents with prior collegiate experience
and severd had degreesaready. Despite
theintensity of ABC (equivaent to about
66 credit hours or approximately 31
24-hour daysof ingruction), theclassas
awholemaintained an attentive attitude
throughout the program.

This year's class grew close and
shared many extracurricular experi-
ences together. They enjoyed being
with each other and doing projects
together. They actively took advantage
of the opportunity to learn to dance.
Now most can do the proper steps to
classic ballroom dances such as the
waltz, fox-trot and swing.

Once again we were blessed to have
many guest and adjunct faculty join the
four resident faculty membersin lectur-
inga ABC. Thevistingingructorspro-
vided variety in style and substance in
their presentationswhiletheres dent fac-
ulty carried the regular classload. Stu-
dentsarenow equipped withtheknowl-
edge of the Bible and related courses.

Therewereseverd whousedABC as
anopportunity to grow spiritually tothe
point of baptism. Four students were
baptized from this year's class (dong

with three from last year's class who
weredill inthearea). Wergoicein this
wonderful step in their lives. Students
now depart from ABC with their heads
and their notebooks full of the Word of
God. They have been encouraged to
share what they have learned through
their examples of God'sway of life.

Speech Club
Wehad 24 enthusiastic studentswho
met once per month on Sunday evening
to attend ABC Speech Club and hone
their spesking skillsunder thedirection
of some of theresident ABC facullty.
Each club sesson had a different
moderator chosen by the faculty. He or
she was responsible for conducting the
club that particular week. Moderators
led the table topics and introduced the
speskers. The director for that evening
asked for evaluations from any in

L* L * ‘
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ABC students enjoy many extracurricular activities: Ed Foster goes for a
layup; the girls all dressed up for the '50s dance; eating at the Antions

Students examine model of Noah's ark brought by guest instructor Bill Jahns;
Ralph Levy instructs students in the ABC library (photos by Craig McQueen)

theaudienceafter each speech. All mem-
bers were urged to write evaluations of
each gpesker and at theconclusionof the
meeting these evaluations were also
made available to each speaker. That
way, each spesker getstheentireclub’'s
perspective on hisor her speech.

We had two speech types. One was
the heart-to-heart—an expanded ice-
bresker about the pesker’slife. Thesec-
ond was a sermonette type for the men
andabiblica persondity for thewomen.

The students did an excellent job in
their participation and preparation. The
seven club meetings were extracurric-
ular and seemed to be appreciated by
al who attended.

Joy and Sadness

Each January we joyfully welcome
each new class. Each August we happi-
ly observetheir graduation. Butitiswith
sadness that we see them depart. We
wishtheclassof 2003 God' shlessingfor
successin their futurel un

Students Set Example of Service

by Gary E. Antion

TheAmbassador Bible Center stu-
dents served in many capacities this
year. They assisted the home office
staff with projectsthat helped get the
gospel out to the world and spon-
sored lunches with the home office
staff to get better acquainted.

The students did several projects
in the local community and raised

ABC fund-raiser:
Michelle Smith
and Kimberly
Mortier serve
dinner; Leigha
Riley helps with
auction; Mark
Holladay, Matt
Earles and
Jonathan
Magee put on a
skit (photos by
Janet Treadway)

money for needy brethren in devel-
oping countries. Dozens of cards
were handmade, signed and sent to
encourage brethren who were having
health and related difficulties.

The grand finale was an Italian
dinner, variety show and auction July
13 to raise money to help needy col-
lege-age students in developing

countries further their education.
This fund-raiser was done in con-
junctionwiththe LifeNetscharitable
organization founded by Vic Kubik.
The event raised over $2,100 for the
scholarship fund, including $500 for
helping international students attend
ABC.

According to Mr. Kubik, the fund
sends 42 young people to universi-
ties, colleges and vocational schools

in nine countries.
TheABC Chorale has been excep-

tional this year. God has blessed us
each year with gifted musicians and
great pianists. This year was no
exception. The brethren in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana; Lexington, Ken-
tucky; Dayton, Portsmouth and the
two Cincinnati, Ohio, congregations
enjoyed their Sabbath music presen-
tations (see article, page 13). un

My Tribute to the ABC Class of 2003

by Janet Treadway

It seems like just yesterday when |
was taking new ABC students around
the home office to show them where
they would be spending the next seven
months. Now hereitis, graduationtime.
Where have those months gone and,
more important, what have | learned
from these remarkable sudents?

I work inthemail roomacrossthehall
fromwherethe classesareheld, sol am
able to hear the dlasses plus | have the
opportunity tointeract with the students
throughout the day.

| wasinspired to write thiswhen one
of the students camein today and hand-
ed meacard. After | gave her ahug and
sheleft, | opened the card and read it. It
brought tearsto my eyes. As| placed it
on the bulletin board above my desk, |
noticed al the other cards around the
edge, cards that represented different
loving notes from various students
throughout thisyear.

It was not unusua to walk down the
hall and have one of the students reach
out and give me ahug. When | went to
their activities, thestudentsdid not make
mefed asthough | wasintruding. They
werenot embarrassed becauseof my age
but in fact have thanked mefor support-
ing their activitiesand just being there.

| have great admiration for these
young people. Most have sacrificed
greatly to be able to attend ABC. After
attending classal day, most are off toa
jobin the evening. Then, if that is not
enough, most are involved in service
projects, such as visiting the widows,
volunteering a thehomeofficeand trav-
dingwiththeABC choir tosingin con-
gregationsthroughout the area.

| dso observed how they cared and
looked out for one another. Many times
students would cook some food and
share it with the rest of the class. They
would sharetransportation when one of
the student’s cars was down. | was
amazed by how they wouldraly around

and encourage one another, and how
they worked hard together on the many
work projects.

When the ABC students of 2003 go
their separateways, and thehdlsareno
longer filled withtheir youthful laughter,
I will miss them very much. I will teke
downall thememoriesfrommy bulletin
board and place themin ascrapbook so
| can get ready for next year's class of
2004. Eventhough | will put thosecards
intoascrapbook, thememorieswill for-
ever beetchedintomy heart and mind. |
will leave you with this note that |
received from the student that inspired
meto writethistribute.

“I just want you to know how much
we gppreciate you. You aways encour-
aged us and made usfeel welcome. We
are 0 glad you're here” To the class of
2003 thesewords go back to youahun-
dredfold. | am so glad you were here.
Giveto theworld, giveto your families
and give to your loca congregation as
much asyou have giventome. un
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Local Church Updates
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Elmira and
Syracuse Honor
Helen Woodcock

Onthe Sabbath of June 14, the Elmi-
raand Syracuse, New York, congrega-
tions surprised and honored Helen
Woodcock with flowers and a cake
after services. Helen had turned 95 the
previous day. Helen has been a very
active member of God's Church since
her baptismin 1963.

She was born on June 13, 1908, in

Akron, San Antonio
and a Beard
Provide Well in
Malawi

Last issue (page 4) we reported that
Bill Jahns, pastor of the Johannesburg,
South Africa, and Maawi congrega-
tions, helped placeasignat awell near
Balaka that was funded by LifeNets.
Here'stherest of the story.

TheFrank Edwards\Well will serve

g

Helen Woodcock, 95, was honored by

the Elmira and Syracuse congregations

(photo by Dave Baker)

Dundee, New York. Helen had 11 chil-
dren, 10 boysand a girl (five sonsare
now deceased). She has 48 grandchil-
dren, 69 great-grandchildren and 5
great-great-grandchildren.

Helen began her working career at
age 11 and has held various positions,
includingworkinginavineyard, teach-
ing music, being director of the Jewish
Home in Rochester and Syracuse and
being amidwife.

Helenfirstheard God'struthin 1956
while playing Christmas music and
decorating aChristmastree. During her
40yearsin God's Church, shehasset a
wonderful example of service. For
many yearsHelen provided transporta-
tionfor many membersin Upstate New
York both to weekly Sabbath services
and theannual festivals.

Shehasmadeand donated morethan
50 wedding cakesfor Church members
from New York City to Canada. She
wrote abook and used al the proceeds
to sponsor young people to summer
camp. Helen served many yearsasthe
kitchen coordinator for church potlucks
and socids. During the last five years
Helen has hosted and provided al the
food at @ summer picnic for many of
the brethren in Upstate New York. It is
her way of thanking the memberswho
help her during the year.

Some of Helen's fondest memories
havebeen attending the Feast of Taber-
nacles. Asto the secret of her longevi-
ty, Helen advises, “ Follow God'sWord,
eat the clean foods listed in Leviticus
11, stay away from doctors, do some-
thing constructive each day and have
an occasiona Bloody Mary.”

Dick Clouthier

| gation bought the pump.

more than 60 people in
Nyanyara, Malawi. The
Akron, Ohio, congregation
financed the drilling and the
San Antonio, Texas, congre-

Why is it caled the Frank
EdwardsWell? i
When the Northeast Ohio
Teen Speech Club hosted
their Spaghetti Dinner/Vari-
ety Show Dec. 14, 2002, they
had an interesting side fund-
raiser they called the“ Shave
Frankie  for ~ Maawi”
fundraiser. Frank Edwards, a
member in Akron, agreed to
shave off his 25-year-old

brethren went through the
dinner line, they could donate to the
“Franki€’ fund. They ended upraising
$1,331 to shave Frank’s beard! And
thus, the Frank Edwards Well was

The Frank Edwards
Well in Malawi was
named for an Akron
member who gave F
his beard as a fund- ===
raiser that brought in $1,331!

named. See the March/April 2003
United News, page 21, for moredetails.

Fort Worth Teens
Serve Senior
Luncheon to
“Vintage Treasures”

On Sabbath, June 14, the Fort Worth,
Texas, congregation sponsored a lun-
cheon in honor of its treasured senior
memberswho havereceived thediplo-
maof lifeexperience. All inviteeswere
vintage 1943 and before, who, “like
finewine, don’t get older, just better.”

Twenty-two of our seniors (along
with four elders and their wives)
entered the Renaissance Room of the

.| accompaniment) and Dave West

local church facility to find tables
adorned with white tablecloths and
centerpieces of colorful wine bottles
and miniature overladen treasure
chests. Jewels and gold foil-wrapped
chocolate “coins’ overflowed the dec-
orated chests, while clusters of plump
red grapes served as appetizers and
ambience.

In the back of the room, grapevines
cascaded over a wrought iron room
divider, veiling the serving table. A
homemade keepsake bookl et of quotes
and scriptures that also contained a
menu and origina poem was provided
at each place setting.

-
Debbie Whitlark takes an order from pastor Britton Taylor
(right) and Ray and Florencia Rodriguez (left). In the

B : background, Angela Quant takes orders from Newton and
g?arrn%rlfe\?g ﬁ?&%:‘f;ﬁztﬂg Becky Baker and Bob and Pat Jones; Jimmy and Maggie
Carlisle are behind Angela (photo by Bob and Cathy Joyner)

Attentive waiters/waitresses (our
teen group) served a lunch of salad,
turkey (smoked, fried or oven-roasted),
mashed potatoes, gravy, green bean
casserole, biscuits, honey, butter
and iced tea or lemonade. Later,
cake, punch and coffee were
offered. (Theteens and their fam-
iliesand the congregation donated

most of thefood.)

After the 1 p.m. med,
entertainment was provided
by Davina Whitlark (piano
solo), preteen Ashley West
(piano solo), LauraAnderson
(flute solo with piano accom-
paniment), preteen Chantelle
§ West (voca solo with guitar

(violin solo with piano accompani-
ment and voca solowith guitar accom-
paniment).

It was then just a short walk down
the hall to services at 3 p.m. As they
wereleaving, many expressed appreci-
ation, mentioning the decorations,
food, music, service and how much
they enjoyed being honoredinthisway.

Ellen Reyes

ABC Choir
Performs for
Cincinnati North

TheCincinnati, Ohio, North congre-
gation had the pleasure of having spe-
cid music—"asermonettein song’—
performed by the Ambassador Bible
Center students on June 7. Instead of

thenormal sermonette, theABC Choir
performed several selections for the
congregation.

Oneof theselectionswas* TheHoly
Day Song,” which was composed by
CraigMcQueen, anABC student from
Augtrdia “1 wroteit after going home
fromtheNight to BeMuch Obsarvedin
1998, Craig said. Heexplainedthat he
had some general ideas for words and
musicin hismind, but it suddenly just
flowed out. “ That had never happened
before, and it hasn't happened since,”

said Cralg.
After their performance, Jm O'Brien,
pastor of Cincinnati North, asked the
Students to stand up
and introduce them-
selves, and tell the
congregation where

they are from. This
was followed by a
sermon givenby one
of the ABC stu-
dents, anew hireinto
the ministry, Gary
McConnaughey.
Mr. McConnaughey
talked about the use
of God's Holy Spir-
it

The ABC stu-
dents spend many
hours before and
after classpracticing
before traveling to
the various loca
congregations. It is a sacrifice to be a
part of the choir because it requiresa
lot of work. Itisdoneontheir owntime,
on top of working jobs and attending

ABC Choir performs at Cincinnati
North congregration June 7; Craig
McQueen accompanies on piano
and composed one of the songs
(photo by Janet Treadway)

ABC classssfull time. And thedirector,
Ken Shoemaker, travel salmost an hour
from his home to work with the stu-
dents at the home office. Through his
effortsand the sacrifice of the students,

the ABC choir provides a wonderful
serviceto the area congregations.
Following the servicethe Cincinnati
North congregation provided a pizza
dinner put together by Jody Lane and
al her helpers. Thecongregation want-
ed to show their appreciation to the
ABC students for their hard work and
outstanding performance.
Janet Treadway

Australia Holds
Third Christian
Leadership Camp

A group of enthusiasticyoung adults
enjoyed the third Australian Christian
Leadership Weekend July 4 to 6. The
weekend hasbecomeahighlightinthe
young adults calendars. As Peter
Forster from Sydney stated, “ Theannu-
al leadership weekend just seemsto go
fromstrengthto strength, getting better
with each year”

Thisyear'scampwasonceagainheld
a thecrisp, fresh Heethcote Scout Camp
in the South of Sydney. The 32 young
adults joined together with eight staff
members. Thisyear’ speskersincluded
Bill Eddington, Mark Robertson, Bill
Bradford and Bruce Dean. Wives Jenny
Bradford and Jeanette Dean also assst-
ed with group discussons.

Kevin and Anne Sasse provided ddli-
ciousfood to accompany thewonderful
spiritual food provided by the speskers.

Thisyear'sthemewas maturity. The
presentationsincluded:

-u;"n * The Definition of
Maturity.

« The Difference
Between Leadersand
Managers.

* Stagesof Maturi-
A tyinLife

¢ Managing
Finances.

o Family Life—
The Two Sides of

Maturity.
* A Framework for
Mature  Decision

Making.

o LifeMoreAbundantly.

Felicia Stokes from Melbourne
summed up theweekendwhen shesaid
that the*leadership weekend wasave-
some. . . Many lessons learned, many
thingsto be applied.”

The weekend was topped off with
therenewing of friendshipsand making
of new ones. An encouraging aspect of
the weekend was to see the “new”
young adultsinteracting with theolder,
wiser young adults. Thebridging of the
generation gap and being ableto spend
time fellowshipping and learning
together wasencouraging for everyone.

Rennie Banham said that thetalks by
the four speakers were excdllent, obvi-
oudy well researched and thorough,
with a number of red “ah-ahs’ to take
homewith her. “1 loved catching upwith
friends and making a couple of new
ones. What agreat weekend al round.”
Renee Dean
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Births nesota, congregation and Joeand Ruth =1 minister of the Williamsburg, Virginia,

Tim and Lori Hull of Fort Smith,
Arkansas, are thrilled to announce the
birth of their second son, Christian
Samud. Christian was born on Feb. 17,

Christian Samuel Hull

2003. Heweighed 6 pounds9 ouncesand
was 20 incheslong. His 15-year-old big
brother, Matthew Timothy, is dso quite
proud of the new addition. Excited and
proud materna grandparents are Annita
and Allen White of the Nashville, Ten-
nessee, congregation. Chritianisthesec-
ond grandchild for the equally proud
paterna grandparents Martha and Her-
man Hickinbotham of Thayer, Missouri,
and thelate Samuel Hull and Betty Hull
of Nixa, Missouri.

Peter and Mique McNair of the St.
Paul, Minnesota, congregation, joyful-
ly announce the birth of their fourth
child, Nolan James. Nolan arrived on
Oct. 6, 2002, weighing 10 pounds 6
ounces and was 22 inches long.
Meghan (9), Jod (8) and Lauren (5) are
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Nolan James McNair

thrilled with thelr little brother and he
seemstothink they arespecia too. The
proud grandparents are Carl and
Dorothy McNair of San Diego, Cali-
fornia, and Michagl and Brenda Ger-
mano of Cullowhee, North Carolina

Davidand Jennifer Morrison of Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, are happy to
announce the birth of their daughter
Ava Elizabeth. Ava was born on Dec.
31, 2002. She weighed 5 pounds 6
ounces and was 20 incheslong. Proud
grandparents are Doug and Deena
Lovedl| of Bedford, Indiana, and Galen
and CorrineMorrison of Rockford, I1li-
nois. Thefamily had asked for prayers

Ava Elizabeth Morrison

when Ava was diagnosed with spina
bifida. Sheisdoing well and bringsjoy
to everyone who meets her. We would
like to thank everyone for the many
cardsand continued prayersfor Ava.

Kurt and Sherrill (Dungan) Tannert
of Tucson, Arizona, welcomed thebirth
of thelr first child, Sarah Elizabeth, on
Feb. 1, 2003. Sarah weighed 6 pounds

Familetti of theWisconsin Dells, Wis-
consin, congregation. Everyone is
bursting with joy!

Ron and Rhonda (Howe) Smith of
Houston, Texas, are very happy to
announce the birth of therr first child,
Kaitlyn Elizabeth, born on Oct. 4,

Kaitlyn Elizabeth Smith

2002. She weighed 7 pounds 1 ounce
and was 19 inches long. The proud
firg-timegrandparentsare imand Joy
VanSchuyver of Houston, Texas, and
Ron and Brenda Smith of Stockton,
Cdifornia

Weddings

Mark and BrendaWhiteof Princeton,
West Virginia, are pleased to announce
the marriage of their daughter, Christa
Marie White to Daniel Phillip Miller.
The wedding took place on May 25,

Sarah Elizabeth Tannert

15 ounces and measured 19 1/2 inches
long. Sheisthefirst baby to bebornto
Church membersin the Tucson United
Church of God congregation that
formed in 1995. Grandparents are
Eddie and Marcia Dungan of Camp-
bell, Alabama, and Walter and Ann
Tannert of Tucson, Arizona. Sweet
Sarahistruly addight.

Scott and Dawn (Baylor) Familetti
are pleased to announce the birth of
Elizabeth Dawn. Shewasborn onApril
30, 2003. She weighed 7 pounds 5
ouncesandwas 19 1/2incheslong. Big
brother Nathan isthrilled with hisnew
sster! Lizisthegrandchild of William
and Gayle Baylor of the Austin, Min-

Elizabeth Dawn Familetti

Daniel and Christa Miller

2003, at Oglebay Park in Whedling,
West Virginia. The ceremony was per-
formed by John Foster, minister of the
Princeton, West Virginia, congregation.

The couple resides in Wheeling,
West Virginia, where they both will
continuetheir education at West Liber-

ty College.

Wialter and Sharon Browning of Van-
couver, Washington, are pleased to
announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter Melissa(Lisa) to ohn ThomasMcK -
inney on Dec. 1, 2002. Johnistheson of
Tom and Wanda McKinney of Vance-
burg, Kentucky. The wedding was per-
formed by Gary Antion in Portsmoutth,
Ohio. The bride's attendants included
Sarah Winner, maid of honor; Esther
and Cindy McKinney, bridesmaids;
Cheryl Chuprinko, bridesmaid; Rachel

r
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Lisa and John McKinney

Rodriguez, bridesmaid; and Kimberly
and Laura Hydrick, flower girls. The
groom'sattendantsincluded Matt McK -
inney, best man; Brandon Delessandro,
groomsman; Aaron Patterson, grooms-
man; Chris Stewart, groomsman; Mike
Drake, groomsman; and Wedey Call,
ring bearer. John and Lisa McKinney
reside in Vanceburg, Kentucky, and
attend the Portsmouth, Ohio, congrega:
tion.

Kay Crump of Texarkana, Texas, and
Lonnie Neff of Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, wereunitedinmarriageon June 20,
2003. The ceremony was performed by
the groom's brother, James Neff, an

Lonnie and Kay Neff

elder in Texarkana The couple plansto
residein Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Gwin Sr.
would liketo announce the marriage of
their son Raymond Gwin Jr. to Rebecca
C. Ankeney on April 5, 2003, with the
ceremony performed by Todd Carey,

Rebecca and Raymond Gwin

congregation. The wedding party
included Andrew Gwin asbest manand
Bruce Gwin and John Blue as grooms-
men. The bride's attendants included
Beverly Boyce, Julia Emmons, Eliza-
beth Hershberger, Chloe Sowell and
Courtney Gwin. A receptionfollowed at
the Festivd House Virginia Beach
Oceanfront with the bride's parents,
Richard and AnnAnkeney, and approx-
imately 120 othersin atendance.

Anniversaries

Carl and Paula Hoffman celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on Fri-
day, June 6, 2003. On June 7 the Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, congregation
honored them with alovely cake and
refreshments.

Carl and Paulaweremarriedin Lex-

Paula and Carl Hoffman

ington, Kentucky. They havethreechil-
dren—Karen Kirby, Cheryl Howard
and Patricia Montgomery—and four
grandchildren.

In June of 1965 they wereinvited to
attend services in Evansville, Indiana.
A year |ater, inAugust 1966, they were
privileged to be a part of the new con-
gregation in Cape Girardeau. Carl
servesasanelder inthe Cape Girardeau
congregation.

Obituaries

John FonesdiedApril 19,2003, at age
79.Born John Cleburn Fones Jr. Dec. 19,
1923, hewasaWorldWar || veteranand
among the brave Marineswho fiercely
fought the Japanese, idand to idand in
the Pecific. After the war, he met and
then married Goldie on June 4, 1950.
They had four children and came into
God's Church in 1971. John was an
energetic servant of the San Antonio,
Texas, congregation, participating musi-
caly as a snare drum player whenever
possible, directing hymns, acting as
timer in speech club and fulfilling the
dutiesof chairman of the Church Socia
Committee. He leaves his wife, four
children, seven grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

ClaraHarborth, abeloved sisterinthe
SanAntonio, Texas, congregation, died
May 5, 2003, & theageof 93. Clara,who
was born Jan. 19, 1910, in Clairville,
Texas, wasalongtimemember of God's
Church, serving for many yearsin the
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Augtin congregation before moving to
the SanAntonio area
Shewasknown for her generoushos-
pitdity and her joyful nature. Her laugh-
ter and her gentle, wise counsel often
lifted discouragement fromtheheartsof
her Church brethren. Unable to attend
church in her latter years due to failing
hedth, she nevertheless served the
brethren through vigilant prayers, set-

tingasideher owndiscomfortinher con-
cernfor others.

Clarawas preceded in death by her
husband of 39 years, Gilbert, and her
daughter, Gladiola. Sheis survived by
her son, Alan, hiswife, four grandchil-
dren, and three great-grandchildren.

A memorid service was held for
Claraon Sabbath, May 17, atended by
her family, friends and her brethren in

Christ from variouscongregations. Spe-
cia guest of honor in attendance was
Clarasclosefriendand roommateat the
nursing center, AmeliaMcDaniel, who
is106 yearsold. Clarasfaith remained
strong to the end as she looked forward
to the second coming of Jesus and the
reunion of Hissaints.

“Kathy” Grace Koger, age 60, a

member of theWilliamsburg, Virginia,
congregation, died on July 12, 2003,
after alongiliness.

Sheissurvived by her husband, Ran-
dall, and a sister, Claudine Lewis. A
member of God'sChurch for morethan
30 years, sheshal begreatly missed by
her Church family and many friends.

Thelma M. Davis, amember of the

Tribute: Jacque
Roesler

Jacque Roeder, a wonderful lady,
influenced so very many inaquiet, kind
and personal way.

After her desth one lady wrote, “I
will aways remember Jacque as the
gracious hostess who made me feel
welcome a my first Passover in 1960.
Her hospitdity, kindness and the
patience she had in answering a‘ new-
comer's questionswasthe example of
theided Proverbs31woman. Through
the years | have met many during the
Holy Dayswhom | now can't remem-
ber. But Jacque hasstayed in my mem-
ory over dl thoseyears”

Another person wrote, “The testi-
monials a the funeral services for
Jacque were moving and spoke vol-

Jacque Roesler

umes about her and the way she lived.
She provided afine example for other
motherstoemulate, aswell astouswho
suffer difficult physical ailments. She
leftahigh tandard for ustoliveupto”

A younger wifewrote, “1 will dways
remember thosedayswhen[we] would
visit you and Jacque. We would spend
hourstalking about so many things, but
mostly about God and our faithinHim.
Jecquewasalovely, dear lady and [ will
missher”

Yearsago, whenagirl needed aplace
tolivewhile sheworked out some per-
sond difficulties, Jacque said, “Come
live with us” And she did for severa
months.

It was similar with a young man.
“Comelivewith us” Jacque sad.

In those early years Jacque hosted
two Church of God weddings in her
home out of love and carefor others.

Jecque received two years of nurses
training. Later on she was present or
assstedinthehomehirthsof anumber
of babiesborntomothersintheChurch

of God. Time and space do not permit
theteling of her many other sacrifices.

Shegavebirthtoand reared six beau-
tiful children with wisdom, love and
compassion. Our children are Sharon
Brown, Elyse Dolbec, John Roedler,
Dennis Roeder, Becky Sodergren and
Shelly Thomas. Fromthosewehave 13
grandchildren and three great-grand-
children.

Jacque and | were baptized in 1943,
shortly before we were married. We
have attended the Feest of Tabernacles
asafamily each year Snce 1953.

Jacque was 80 yearsold. Shebrave-
ly endured severeillnessfor the past 10
years. She died peacefully at home,
with family, on June 20, 2003.

Jacque was the wife of Arthur
Roeder, aloca church elder.

Arthur Roeder

Nashville, Tennessee, congregation,
died June 18, 2003, & home after years
of having diabetes. Born Sept. 27, 1928,
Thelma was the daughter of Roy and
Pear| Jones Shemarried DllasS. Davis
Oct. 24,1948. They lived 40yearsinthe
Detroit, Michigan, area and served in
God'sChurchfromtheearly 1970s. Mr.

Thelma Davis

Davisretired from Generd Motors, and
then in 1989 they moved back to their
homeareaof Carthage, Tennessee, near
Nashville, where they served God's
Church as well. Dallas preceded Thel-
main death July 2, 1999, after 50 years
of marriage. They areboth now waiting
for theresurrection. A gravesidefunera
wasconducted by Fred Kellersand John
Paul Jones.

Letters

Found Us on the Web

Thank you for the wonderful Web
siteand thank youin advancefor send-
ing theliterature | have requested.

| started searching the Web for a
“Churchof God" that kept thelavsand
Statutes, seventh-day Sabbath and the
great commission. | have enjoyed the
video sermons and online Bible study.

| also have printed other literaturefrom
thesite. | an now attending the United
Church of Godin Tulsa

Internet

| just wanted to teke afew moments
to share the positive feedback that my
husband and | have gotten from UCG.
Wearegoingtoattend our first Sabbath

servicethisweek, and have been vora
cioudly reading literature you've sent
us, which has become extremely
important in our quest for truth, renew-
al of spirit and knowledge.

My husband and | are looking for-
ward to anew beginning, ajourney that
issure to be challenging, exciting, ful-
fillingand, of course, very interestingin

view of thetimewearelivingin.
North Carolina

| found your Web site a short time
agoand | ordered some of the booklets
that you offer. | am findly finding out
al theanswersthat | have spent alife-

timelooking for.
Georgia

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let usknow if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, PO. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or E-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Subscriber Development

“Letter,” continued from page 1

tion information are entered into the
computer just by passing thecard under
abar codereeder (thesame processused
ingrocery checkout lines). Thisnot only
Speedsprocessing of thebookl et request
toafractionof asecond, butdsoincress-
esaccuracy by diminating typing mis-

takes. This enables a few workers to
processthousandsof bookl et requestsin
ashorttime.

The booklet printer dso is doing the
large mailings of this booklet to mem-
bers and requesters, as they can do it
fester and at lower cost thanwecould do
itourselveswith our limited homeoffice
resources. We aso polybagged this

« Donorsand coworkers: 4,314

receiving tapes: 11,486

but no longer actively receiveit: 5,207

70,770
21,072

Who the Subscriber Development Letter Was Mailed to:
« Active Bible Sudy Course recipients and Bible Sudy Course“ graduates’
« Subscriberswho have requested booklets at least twice: 37,866
* Subscriberswho have requested booklets at least once: 32,716
* Subscriberswho have renewed: 15,217
* Subscriberswho havereceived at least oneissue of the Bible Study Course

* Subscriberswho receive United Newsor World Newsand Prophecy: 1,352
* Subscribers who have been receiving The Good News longer than 1 year:

* Subscribers who have been receiving The Good News less than 1 year:

Wemailedto al of thosein thefirst eight groups, and to hold down costswe

omitted about 75,000 subscriberswho werein the last category.

Letter Sets New Records

booklet, which in these quantities is
much less expensive than envelopes.

Future Subscriber
Development Plans

“We would like to do up to three or
four subscriber letterseech year asfunds
dlow,” ssaidMr.Ashley. Oneof theselet-
ters each year would offer the Bible
Study Course to those not currently or
previoudly enrolled. The others would
offer new bookletsasthey becomeavail-
ableor someof our most popular previ-
ousbooklets.

Pansforthisfisca year aretopublish
two new bookletsthat would beof broad
interest to Good News subscribers, and
to use subscriber development lettersto
announcethemwhenthey areavailable.

Purpose of Subscriber
Development

The primary reason for subscriber
development letters is to let readers
know about new publications the
Church feels would be important to
them. Readers might missanew book-

let when it's mentioned in The Good
News, s0 theseletters get their attention
and makeit easy for themto request it.
“To use abiblical
andogy, I'd liken
The Good News to
sead spread tofurther
thegospd,” sad Mr.
Ashley. “Our book-
lets, which cover top-
ics in much greater
depth and detail,
could be compared
towater andfertilizer
tohelpthat seed take
root and grow. So
these letters are
designedtofurther that processand help
aperson spiritually grow and develop.
“On another level, it helps to keep
our nameinfront of readersmoreoften.
Subscribersreceiveacopy of themag-
azine only once every other month, so
such aletter on Good News letterhead
and with a Good News return address
helps keep our namein front of them
and reminds them of the basic mes-

sage of the United Church of God.
“It dso helpsushbuild trust, credibili-
ty and arelationship with our readers

Ty dremindsthemthat weare
The Middle East
i Bible Prophecy

dedicated tofredy sharingall
we produce and to educating
peopleabout the Bible.
“Onepleasant surprisswe
discovered in sending such
letters is that we typically
receive back in donations
about half thecost of produc-
ing and mailing such letters.
We'reobvioudy not sending
out the | etters to make mon-
ey—because we don’t—but
people obvioudy like what
we send them and quite afew of them
send money back before they ever
receive the booklet, so that's encourag-
ing.
“Coming to appreciate what they
read and seeing the valuein sharing it
with othersisanimportant initial step
in the conversion process and their
involvement with the Church,” Mr.
Ashley said. un
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Continued from page 2

addition, they were able to import the
Bible Reading Program into the
Caribbean layout. The utility that gen-
erates an image of past Good News
issues was rewritten in addition to the
navigation menu. Both utilitiesare now
more in line with the Church's pro-
gramming standards.

Because the Caribbean is such a
diverse and widespread region, Mr.
Mather asked if the Site could include
maps for each island served. These
maps have al been optimized to mini-
mizetheamount of timeneeded toview
themin aWeb browser.

Inaneffort to keep the content of the
siteascurrent aspossibleandto lessen
the demands on home office staff, Mr.
Mather suggested the I T staff train an
individual in the Caribbean to manage
the Web site's content. Vincent Her-
bert, amember in the Virgin Islands,
has agreed to take on thisresponsibili-

ty.
The Caribbean siteoffersinformation
onloca congregation contacts, Feast of
Tabernacles location details, youth
camp gpplications, aswell asaliterature
library summary and order form. The
URL for the Caribbean Steiswww.ucg-

caribbean.org.
Paul Wasi | koff

On www.ucg.org

m UCG Commentary on This Week’s
News

Weekly commentaries by the United
Church of God written on world news and
trends, from a biblical perspective. Read
these recent commentaries and more:
“Are You Just an Accident?”

“Same-Sex Marriage Is Unbiblical”

“Ich Bin ein Berliner,” Revisited”

“The Supreme Court Decision on Sodomy:

Answerable to a Higher Court?”
Www.ucg.org/commentary/

m Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive E-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

m The August Virtual Christian Magazine
includes “Archaeology in Acts, Part 2,” “The New
Intolerance,” “Why Were You Born?” and more.

vcmagazine.org

On youthmagazine.org

m The July-September Youth United has articles
on friendship, such as, “The Most Powerful
Friend,” “Making Peace,” “Ending a Friendship,”
“A Special Friend,” careers, “News for Youth”
and the ever-popular Q&As.

Other Helpful Links
m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
ucgyouth.org
m Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org

m Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

m Good News Web site.
gnmagazine.org

m UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.

www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please

youthmagazine.org

contact: webmaster@ucg.org

Bible Sudy Coursefulfillment, dona-
tion tracking and receipting, tape ful-
fillment, high-speed envelope print-
ing, barcode input and reporting
capabilities, among other things.

A subset of theUCISsystemisrun-
ning in the United Kingdom, the
Philippines and Australia, and plans
arebeing madetoinstall thesystemin
at least one South American location.

Richard Kennebeck

Canada Installs
Membership/
Subscription
System

The Canadian office recently
install ed the membership/subscription
system suite of productsthat isusedin
the U.S. home office. UCIS (United
Church Information System), which
was designed and developed by UCG
staff shortly after United started in
1995, wasmodifiedtoalowittorunin
areas outside the United States. It pro-
vides membership tracking, product
fulfillment, Good News magazine and

Grand Rapids
Station Added to
GN Radio Lineup

A few changes have recently taken
placein the broadcast log of the Good
News radio program.

After six monthsof broadcasting on
5,000-watt WSYR 570 AM radio in
Syracuse, New York, we have decided
to withdraw the program due to low
listener response. The final airing of
theprogranwason July 19. Also, due
to few responses, we decided not to
renew our broadcast contract on
KXEL 1540 AM radio in Waterloo,

Jerold Aust and Gary Petty record a
GN radio broadcast

lowa. Our final broadcast on KXEL
arsonAug. 20.

So far we have signed up one
replacement station. Beginning July 20,
our program began airing on 20,000
watt, news/talk WOOD 1300 AM in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Our show,
which airs every Sunday at 7 am.,
immediately followsthe popular Focus
on the Family program by Dr. James
Dobson.

Please see our Web site,
www.ucg.org/radio for the complete
radio log. As always, your prayers for
the continued success of our media
effortsare much appreciated.

John LaBissoniere

Archaeology
Magazine Reprints
GN Articles

Bibleand Spade, a Christian-orient-
ed magazine published by Associates
for Biblical Research that is dedicated
to biblical archaeology, requested and
was given permission to reprint sever-
a Good News articles focusing on the
accuracy of the biblical record.

For the March-April 2002 issue of
The Good News, Phoenix East and
Yuma, Arizona, pastor John
Elliott interviewed Bible

and Spade editor Bryant [ESSSSEEEEEEE
=u L]

Wood about how archaeo-
logical findings at Jericho
and other sites confirm the
biblical record. When Dr.

Wood received hiscopy Of e

The Good Newscontaining
the interview, he was
impressed with other articlestothepoint
that he contacted Good News managing
editor Scott Ashley for permission to
reprint them.

Asaresult, the Summer 2002 issueof
Bibleand Spade reprinted the leed arti-
clefrom that Good News, Mr. Ashley's
piece “The Bible: Myth or History?’
Thereprinted articleincluded thestrong
warning near the end of the article thet,
due to people'signorance of what the
Bible redlly teaches, the majority of
mankindwill bedeceived by agreet end-
timereligious system and leader.

In the Spring 2003 issue, Bible and
Spade ran Mario Seiglie€'s Good News
article“ The Exodus Controversy” asits
leed piece. Mr. Seiglie, amember of the
Council of Elders, pastors the Garden
Grove, Cdifornia, and Hawaii congre-
gations and authored the long-running
series” TheBibleand Archaeol -
ogy” in The Good News.

Also appearing in that issue
of Bible and Spade was the
Good News article “Jericho:
Doesthe Evidence Disproveor
Prove the Bible?’ by Good
News writer Jerold Aust and

| M. Adhley.

The Associates for Biblica
Research Web site, www.Biblearchae-
ology.org, hasalarge amount of mate-
rial on hiblical archaeology, much of it
written by Dr. Wood.

44 Invited to MCP Leadership Seminar 2003

Minigteriad Servicesannouncedthat thefol-
lowing men and wives have been invited to
attend the Ministerial Candidate Program
Leadership Seminar Thursday, Aug. 28,
through Monday, Sept. 1:

Daniel and Roxanne Dowd, Worcester,
Massachusetts; Barry and Carol Dubkowski,
Boise, Idaho; Michael and Nancy Fike, St.
Petersburg, Florida; Herchid (Paul) and San-
draFisher, Kingston, Jamaica; Neil and Beth
Hart, Sdt Lake City, Uteh; Davidand Leanne
Holladay, Sesttle, Washington.

Timand MirandaHorne, Kingsport, Ten-
nessee; Lynnand Casie L eiby, Chattanooga,
Tennessee; MikeLewis, Boise, Idaho; Craig
and Natalie McQueen (ABC 2003/Aus-

tralia); Bill Palmer, Covington, Louisiana;
Tim and Maryse Pebworth, San Jose, Cdli-
fornia.

Jonathan and Debbie Pindlli, Cincinnati
East, Ohio; Phil and Marlys Sandilands, Dal-
las, Texas, David and Jolinda Schreiber,
Austin, Minnesota; Rick and Deborah Shabi,
Indianagpalis, Indiana; Nick and Sarah Saugh-
ter, Autin, Texas, Joseph and Silvia Slevin,
San Diego, Cdifornia

Jim and Lorinda Springer, Sacramento,
Cdifornia; Shaun and Rachel Venish, Austin,
Texas, Bryan and Rhonda Weaddle, Houston
South, Texas, Mark and Cheryl Whynaucht,
St Paul, Minnesota; and Matt and DianaZoll-
ner, Collinsvillg, lllinois.
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