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At a Glance

GN Staff Member
Speaks to Young
People at Foreign
Press Association

John Ross Schroeder, writer-
researcher for The Good News maga-
zine and contributing editor to World
News& Prophecy, recently accepted an
invitation as an American journdist to
speak to 30 young people (ages 18 to
21) from the United States, Britain,
Germany, Franceand Russiaat theFor-
eign PressAssociationin London. The
subject was: “The Atlantic Connec-
tion—Mutual Affection or Mutua
Embarrassment?’ The occasion onthe
afternoon of Aug. 6 was sponsored by
the U.S. Embassy in London and
British Airways.

Thesubject of the 15-minute speech
wasof such great interest to thisyoung
audience (al of whom spokegood Eng-
lish) that a 90-minute question-and-
answer session immediately followed.
Atleast 20 of the30in attendance asked
questions, some severd times.

Inanswer tosuch questionsas“Who
will be the next superpower?’ the
speaker wound up giving ageopolitical
gospel about coming eventsin Central
Europe. Hewasredlly impressed by the
fact that these young people from the
West had an obviousopen-mindedness
concerning geopoliticsthat have abib-
lical undergirding. Thechairmanintro-
duced Mr. Schroeder as a representa
tive of The Good News magazine.

Elder Credentialed

Larry Bradford was credentialed at
theAugust Council of Eldersmeetings.
Heand hiswife, Beth, serveinthe Col-
orado Springs, Colorado, congregation.

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

United Statistics

Bible Study Course
Graduates, Cumulative
40,000
2003
Total lessons
0000 mailed: 617,975
2002
Total tape
20,000 mailings to
graduates:
1 80,084
10,000
2000

Good Works Program Being Launched

by Roy Holladay

The generosity and love of God's
people is inspiring to see. Many
brethren are moved to want to help in
material and financia wayswhenthey
become aware of needsand privations
suffered by othersin thefaith.

The United Church of God has
recently inaugurated a “Good Works
Program,” approved by the Council of
EldersAug. 14, to help coordinate the
many expressions of that love and
desire to share and help. The purpose
of thisarticleisto explain theway the

program will be administered. Tom
Kirkpatrick has been appointed to
coordinatethe program. Questionscan
be directed to his attention.

What the Church Has
Already Been Doing and
Will Continue to Do

As background, it is important to
understand that for years the Church
has included considerations of mem-
ber assistance in the course of estab-
lishing its annua budgets. Those
responsible for coordinating the bud-
getsin the various areas where mem-

bers live (both internationally and in
the United States) include requestsfor
assistance to the brethren in the bud-
gets that they submit to the home
office. These are then considered by
the Council of Elders, and finaly by
the General Conference of Elders. A
fairly substantial anount of money has
been budgeted and expended for years
in various types of help—keeping the
festivals, emergency personal assis-
tance, etc.

Also, asapart of thebudget process,
we estimate donations that will be
received each year for the “Interna

tiona Fund’ and the “Assistance
Fund.” The end result of thisis that
most of the pressing needs of our
brethrenin al areas of the world have
been met through budgeted aloca
tions.

We very much appreciate the ongo-
ing donationsto the“Assistance Fund”
andthe" International Fund.” Weantic-
ipate that these donations will contin-
ue, and have budgeted accordingly. For
thoseinclined to give donationsto the
“International Fund,” we request that

See “Good Works,” page 10

Fourth ABC Class Graduates

Recessional: Kathleen Giza, Cindy (Gore) Harper, Heather Guerin; right, award winners (flanked by presenters

Roy Holladay and Clyde Kilough): Natalie and Craig McQueen, Linda Saar, Joshua Stevens and Cindy Harper
Mr. Holladay talked about the “ Redlity of God,” point-

by Janet Treadway

Parents, family and friends came from al over to take
partinthegraduation ceremony for theAmbassador Bible
Center classof 2003. Theactivities began Sabbath, Aug.

9, with the ABC baccalaureste sermon given by Presi-

dent Roy Holladay.

ingout that you can't cheet redlity. He gave theexampleof
how many pilots, such as John Kennedy Jr., would bedive
today if they had trusted their plane'sinstrumentsinstead
of their fedings. “Redity is that your fedings cannot be

See “ABC,” page 15

44 Attend Second Annual Leadership Workshop
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by Richard Pinelli

Ministerial Services hosted its sec-
ond annua Leadership Workshop on
the weekend of Aug. 28 to Sept. 1 for
44 invited guests from the local con-
gregations al over the United States,
Jamaica and Australia. The program
wasdevel oped asaleadership seminar.
Themenand their wiveshad theoppor-
tunity in the five days to receive over
30 hours of instruction, interaction,
testing and Q& A ontopicssuch as:

* Roleof the home office.

* Teaching aswe have been taught.

* Financesandlocal congregations.

« Appreciating differences: under-
standing yourself and others.

» UCG congregationa structure.

 Working with your pastor.

 Working with youth.
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Shabi, Mike Lewis, Leanne and David Holladay, Carol and Barry Dubkowski, Mark
and Cheryl Whynaucht, Silvia and Joseph Slevin; second row: Bryan and Rhonda
Waddle, Michael and Nancy Fike, Phil and Marlys Sandilands, Tim and Maryse
Pebworth, Beth and Neil Hart, Jolinda and David Schreiber; in front of stage: Bill
Palmer; Jon and Debbie Pinelli, Shaun and Rachel Venish, Dan and Roxanne
Dowd, Paul and Sandra Fisher, Craig and Natalie McQueen, Matt and Diana
Zoliner, Tim and Miranda Horne, Lynn and Casie Leiby (photo by Janet Treadway)

 Sdlecting and developing preach-
ing materid.
* Leadershipin the Church.

 Theheart of aleader.

See “Leadership,” page 16

Council Sets
Cash Reserve
Policy, Approves
Supplemental
Hymnal and

Much More

TheCouncil of Eldersgpprovedapal-
icy establishing the Church's intent to
maintain aminimum of 10 weeks cash
reserve, goproved the printing of asup-
plemental hymna with 65 hymns,
approved a good works program (see
above) and much more at its meetings
Aug. 8to 14. After committee meetings
Aug. 6 and 7, the Council spent most of
Aug. 8and 11 in executive session.

It is the practice of the Council to
review its Code of Ethics a the first
meeting of eechfiscal year. Robert Dick,
chair of the Ethics, Roles and Rules
Committee, read the codeinitsentirety.

OnAug. 12, the Council’sfirgt action
was to confirm committee assignments
for Tony WeasiIkoff. By unanimouscon-
sent Mr. WesiIkoff was assigned to the
Media and Communications, Strategic
Planning and Finance and Doctrine
committees.

It is a Council requirement for the
president and operations managers to
provide an annua report at the end of
each fiscal year. The presdent gave an
overview of home office effortsand the
operation managers reported on the

See “Council,” page 2
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Continued from page 1

Congregations Get
in Touch With
Local Subscribers

Around 35 U.S. pastorsare currently
involved in writing | etters to the Good
News subscribersin their areas. “We're
encouraging ministers to write once or
twice ayear to Good News readersin
their areas who have been on filefor at
least two years” said Peter Eddington,
Media and Communications Services
operation manager. Mr. Eddington pro-
vides copyediting for the lettersand the
homeofficed so providestheaddresses.

A recent report from DaveMillshigh-
lightsthe benefits of the program:

“In July, we mailed 1,175 letters to
Good NewssubscribersintheAshe-
boro, Charlotte and
Raeigh [North Car-
oling) church areas,
offering them a tape
or to cometo hear the
sermon ‘The Church
JesusBuilt!

“To date | have
received 108 requests for the sermon
tape, and seven people cameto hear the
sermon in person. That's a combined
total of 115—a 9.8 percent response. |
dso received severa phone cals
expressing interest in the Church. One
person has returned to additional ser-
vicesintheRdeigharea.

“Overdl, | fed good about the water-
ing of the seed. It establishes contact
with our subscribersinthisarea, informs
them of aminister in their area.and that
alocd congregationisnear tothem. As
God providestheincrease, | believewe
will seefruit down the road.

“Thisis the third summer we have
madesermon tapeoffers. | hopewewill
beableto continueto do sointheyears
ahead”

Web Remains Cost-
Effective Tool to
Reach New People

Requestsfor TheGood Newsand oth-
er literature during the 2002-2003 fiscal
year totaled 52,665 through our Web
gtes (an increase of 9 percent over last
year). The average request is for four
pieces of literature, so this represents
approximately 210,000 booklets and
magazines |leaving our mail roomto go
totheseInternet users. Thesearein addi-
tiontorequestsreceived by regular mail!

Our advertising using Overture.com
is dtill working very well. We receive
new subscribers for around $1.75 each,
and these are usudly people who have
browsed our Web steand understand the
typeof literaturethey will receive. Over-
tureis also partnering with most other

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

“Council,” continued from page 1

effortsintheir respectivearess. Seepage
3for detalsof thereport from the pres-
ident and page 15 for the media report.

Report From the Treasurer
Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick provided
the Council with a detailed, full-year
report summarizing the Church’sfinan-
cid atus at the end of the 2002-2003
fiscal year. The budget for the year was

$18,240,000. Incomewasdightly under
budget at $18,188,000. However, expen-
ditures were under budget alowing the
reserves to grow by $432,000, helping
the Church gpproach the god of amin-
imum of 10 weeks.

Expenses for the Council of Elders,
home office, Feast of Tebernacles, assis-
tancefundsand Ministerid Serviceswere
al under budget. The annua Generd
Conference of Elders meeting expense
cameinright at the budgeted amount.

Assgtancefor internationa aresswas
dightly over budget due to unanticipat-
ed needs. Public proclamation was over
budget due to growth of the audiotape
program that isafollow-on to the Bible
Sudy Course. Andinsuranceand health
carewereover budget duetothenumber
of dams.

Report From Ministerial
Services
Richard Pindlli described the overall

condition of the Church as stable, with
dow but steady growth. Last year there
were 200 baptisms, of which 50 to 55
were new contacts who were not previ-
oudy associatedwiththe Churchof God.
In addition there were 1,277 contacts
withmembersof other Sabbath-keeping
groups. Thesetypicaly visit acongrega
tion but don't attend congstently.
Average Sabbath attendance was
11,200. Average Holy Day attendance
last year was 13,200. For the last few

Council Discusses

At the Council of Elders meeting
Aug. 14, Jm Franks moderated adis-
cussion on the subject of applause for
specia music a the Feast of Teberna-
cles. The Church'scurrent policy dates
t01996. Based onthat policy, eechyear
an announcement isprintedin the Fes-
tival brochures reminding the brethren
that applause is inappropriate for ser-
monettes, sermons or special music,
with the exception of the children's
choir. It is appropriate on occasion to
applaud for special announcements
(hedlings, drametic developmentsinthe
work, ec.)

Mr. Franks commented that corre-
spondence he hasreceived from mem-
bersonthis subject wasevenly divided
between those in favor of and those
opposad to applause for speciad music
at the Feast. He surveyed the Church
pastors and of the 45 who responded,
29 ft applause for specid music was
inappropriate (therefore keeping the
policy asis), 12wereinfavor of remov-
ing the palicy and four had no opinion.
Mr. Franksread commentsfrommem-
bers and pastors on both sides of the
question.

Ministersand memberswhowerein
favor of applause said that it showsthe
congregation’'s gppreciation for the
message of the music and is away of
joining the performer in praising God.
They didn't fed theapplausewashased
on the entertainment value of the per-
formance. They statedthereisnoscrip-
turethat saysitiswrongtogpplaud and
that denying it squelches the joy and
inspiration it isintended to express.

Policy on Applause for Special Music at the Feast

Thosenot infavor felt that it isinap-
propriate due to the nature of our ser-
vices. Some mentioned that in our
Western culture, applauseisconsidered
appropriate for entertainment, but not
for worship. A number of musicians
and singers wrote to the Council stat-
ingthat they offer themusicto God, not
for the purpose of being applauded, and
that applause would make them feel
uncomfortable.

Severd saidthat they feltitwould be
better to show our appreciation indi-
vidualy and persondly to the musi-
ciansafter services, rather thanthrough
applause. Experience shows that one
difficulty with alowing applauseisthat
aperformancethat isn't quite as uplift-
ing or dirring generates “polite
applause” whichisembarrassngtothe
performer and the audience because it
indicatesthat the effort was below par.
Without meaning to, it becomes ara-
ing system, which can be painful tosen-
Stivemusicians, and can bedistracting
from theworshipful purposeof specia
music.

Besidesthese comments, aspecia
task force hasjust completed a paper
on the subject of music in the Bible.
This paper focuses on the use of
music in the Bible. In its conclusion
there is a recommendation that we
emphasize the worship aspect of
music and not the entertainment
aspect when preparing music for our
services. Music can be used for
both—worship and entertainment—
and the Bible contains examples of
both. But the two types are not the

same, nor should they be viewed in
the samelight.

The Council discussed the subject
during one of its sessons. Here are a
few of the comments:

Aaron Dean commented that we
don't know exactly how the early New
Testament Church conducted its ser-
vices. We can't turn to scripture to
absolutely prove whether or not
applause is appropriate. When Christ
returnsHecan let usknow exactly what
Hewants. Inthemeantime, the Church
hasto makethebest decisionit canand
while some will be disappointed
regardless of the decision, we gppreci-
atethemembers' cooperation.

Clyde Kilough stated that his opin-
ionisthat we should not have applause
for the specia music because the ser-
vice is for worshiping God, not for
entertainment. Heemphasized that the
Council needs to acknowledge that
there are different waysto look a the
matter and explainthepolicy decision
it makes.

Tony WesiIkoff reminded the Coun-
cil that not too long ago the Church
alowed gpplausefor specid musicand
it turned into kind of arating system;
light applause was more embarrassing
thannoneat dl.

Richard Thompson said that specia
music performers have told him when
applause was dlowed, they were
amost tempted to choose music that
was more likely to elicit applause as
opposed toasolemn pieceof musicthet
might be meaningful but not as emo-
tionally stirring. Those special music

performerswho had spokentohimsaid
they appreciated the no-gpplause poli-

.

Mr. Kubik commented that music
performed in our services needs to be
truly worshipful and gppropriate, even
if it wouldn't necessarily evoke
gpplause Musicsunginthetemplewas
very carefully chosen from the psms
and totaly focused on God.

Mr. Franks polled the Council to
determine how the Council felt about
the current policy. The Council as a
wholefet thecurrent policy wasappro-
priate and chose not to make achange.

Thefollowing statement waswritten
to be printed in the Festival brochures:

“The United Church God, an Inter-
national Association, requeststhat you
not applaud for sermonettes, sermons
or specid music during the Feast. One
exceptiontothis request continuesto
be the performance of the children’s
chair. In generd it can be shown that
the Bible makes a distinction between
music for worship and music for cele-
brating and entertaining. There is no
biblical statement prohibiting applause,
but since specid musicisapart of our
service worshiping God, we request
that you refrain from applauding and
offer any encouragement or apprecia-
tion to the individuals on a personal
level.

“A number of musiciansand singers
have stated a preference for no
applause, wishing only to contributeto
our worship of God. To thosewho feel
this way, it can be embarrassing to
receive gpplause for their efforts”
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years there has been a steady annua
increase of about 2to 7 percent.

Cecil Maranville answers approxi-
mately 100 |etters each month (in addi-
tion to the Internet persona correspon-
denceteam). Approximately 35 percent
of Mr. Maranvill€'s correspondence is
with prisoners.

Aug. 13's meeting focused on the
efforts of severa Council committees.

Media and Communications

Victor Kubik, chair of theMediaand
Communications Committee, gave the
Council a status report on the newly-
formed evangelism task force, whichis
under the direction of Doug Horchak.
Thetask forcewasformed to undertake
athorough biblica study of the subject
of evangelism and how it gppliesto the
Churchanditsmission.

Next Peter Eddington sought Council
approval of the “Broadcast Television
MediaStrategy” requested by the Coun-
cil inMay. Mr. Eddington listed severa

Srategiesfor thedevel opment of ahome
office-produced broadcast television
program, whichwouldincludebuilding
avideo production studioin spaceavail-
ableinthehomeoffice.

In addition to a30-minute television
program, thefacility could aso be used
to produce shorter clips and commen-
taries. The proposal includesaWeb site
with materia continuoudy streaming,
including full programs, specific topics
fromarchives, one- to two-minutecom-
mentary segments, commercials, etc.

The Council suggested severd edits
to the “Broadcast Televison Media
Strategy” and unanimoudy passed ares-
olution approving its implementation
“dependent upon funds available and
prioritiesof Church programsfromyear
toyear” Theresolutiondoesnotinclude
a specific schedule, basing progress
toward televison programming on
avallability of budget.

Mr. Eddington then presented afive-
year srategy to take The Good Newsto

aprint run of one million copies per
issue. He was not seeking Council
approva of theplan, but wantedthemto
know what thedepartment would liketo
accomplishandwhat it would taketo get
there. He emphasized that the five-year
drategy isaggressiveand would require
aggressive funding. He aso mentioned
thet even if it takes seven or eight years
toaccomplish, itwould beaworthy god
to pushthecirculation to that level.

Education and Ministerial
Services

Richard Thompson, chair of the Edu-
cation and Ministerial Services Com-
mittee, introduced to the Council anew-
ly writtenpolicy statement titled“ Sexual
Misconduct Policy andYouth Protection
Guidelines” Thepalicyisaformd state-
ment of what hasbeenthe Church'spal-
icy and practice on this subject. Mr.
Thompson emphasized that it is very
important that thefield ministry become
familiar with state laws regulating what

isrequired if they suspect or become
aware of sexud abuse.

Duetotheimportanceof thissubject,
Mr. Thompson asked that Council mem-
bersreview thepalicy statement andsaid
that therewill befurther discussonson
the subject at the December mestings.
He also suggested that Council mem-
berse-mail any questionsor concernsto
Church attorney, Larry Darden.

Doctrine

Jm Franks, chair of the Doctrine
Committee, led the Council throughthe
final review of three study papers and
reviewed thestatus of upcoming papers.

Mr. Franks pointed out that in 1995
1996, when United was first formed, a
minigteria survey indicated theneed for
study papers on 20 subjects. Two of
thoseorigina study paper subjectswere
among thosereviewed today (“ Tithing”
and “The Resurrections’). The last of
those original 20 doctrina subjects
(“The Nature of God and Chrigt”)

should be ready for Council review at
the December meetings, along with
threeother papers(“MusicintheBible
“The Role of Women inthe Bible” and
“Voting and Running for Political
Office’).

Other study papers under consdera-
tionareon thetopicsof theHebrew cal-
endar, focusing on the postponements,
and a paper on the subject of sacred
names. In addition, the Prophecy Advi-
sory Committeeisworking onanumber
of papers they hope to present to the
Doctrine Committeein the near future.

TheCouncil had dready received and
reviewed the three papers presented in
today’smeeting. Mr. Frankswalked the
Council through afind review of papers
titled “Balloting” (which dedlswith the
issue of voting within the Church) and
“Tithing.” The Council unanimously
approved both papers. He dso briefly
reviewed a paper titled “The Resurrec-

See “Council,” page 15

UCGIAPresdent Roy Holladay pro-
vided an overview of homeofficeoper-
ations and accomplishments to the
Council Aug. 12.

Budget

* Remained within expense budget
for the 2002-2003 fiscal year. In fact,
expenditures were $432,000 less than
income, which means we added that
amount to our operational reserves.

* Initiated discussionwith the Coun-
cil on thelevel of reservesto be main-
tained, and how to use excessfunds.

Christ-Centered Servant
Leadership

» Asmandated by the Council, pro-
moted CSL through regular instruction
and discussion within the home office.
Thiswas done until the Council decid-
ed to do areview of CSL. Since that
time, active promotion of CSL hasbeen
onhold.

Personnel

* Hired Aaron Booth as managing
editor of our Web sites.

« Hired Clay Thorntonasvideopro-
ducer and editor.

* Assigned Matthew Fenchel to
coordinatethe human resourcerespon-
ghilitiesthat are not covered by others.

* Incooperationwiththeministry in
the Philippines, assigned David Baker
assenior pastor.

* Assigned John Elliott as senior
pastor for Kenya

+ Workedwith ClydeKiloughonthe
resolution of thedifficultiesintheUnit-
ed Kingdom. Peter Hawkinstransferred
to England.

¢ Hired Kambani Bandato servein
Zambia

* Hired Larry Perkins to sub for
Ralph Innisin the mailing operation.

* Hired Barb Antion (prisoner mail)
andMary Pindli (Ministerial Services)
towork oncall.

* Hired Clarisa de Campos to
answer theInternet mail.

* Reclassified threeemployeeswho
wereclassfied aspart-timeandoncall,

yet had been working full-time. This
affects their health benefits, time off,
Feast time, 403(b) and other benefits.

Home Office

o Ingtituted regular meetings with
the management team.

* Ingtituted Monday morning
“Compass Check” sesson with a
prayer for thework of theweek.

* Asked that managers receive
monthly financial reportsof their oper-
ationsto better manage expenditures.

o Completed purchase of adjacent
property.

* Mailed |ettersto those newly bap-
tizedandthosewho officidly want tobe
membersof United.

* Program for pastoral renewa and
excellencewasturned down by theLil-
ly Foundation. Itisstill our recommen-
dation that many of the recommended
pointsof the program beingtituted.

* The Philippines came under the
homeofficejurisdictionat their request.

* Developed employee evaluation
process.

* Inserting envelopes with booklet
request mailed from the home office.

* Sending e-mail messages to GN
subscriberson the Internet.

» Upgrades to the home office:
namesondoors, blindson officedoors,
flag pole, irrigation system, cable TV
news.

* Planned for good works program
to help brethren, especidly in emer-
gency Stuations.

» Visited the Canadian National
Council meeting.

* Plan avisit to Germany in Sep-
tember.

* Plantoattendthe Feastin England
thisyear.

ABC
o 41 students finished the program
thisyear—avery tdented class.

Human Resources

* Crested arestricted Web site for
employees to access awide variety of
employment documents—hedlthinsur-

ance, life insurance, 403(b) plan,
human resource manual, safety, etc.
This is something we have never had
before.

* Crested documentsandatimeteble
to establish an assessment process for
home office employees. Thisis some-
thing we have not had before.

« Established a working document
to begin a procedures manud. Thisis
something we have never had, except
for afew job functions.

Public Proclamation

* Upgraded our Avid video editing
system, saving about $40,000 over the
regular price.

* Edtablished guiddines and proce-
dures for loca congregations to more
widely use the Tomorrow and Good
News cable-access TV programs in
their areas.

* Overhauled our Website, givingit
a fresh, up-to-standard, up-to-date
appearance.

* GNWeb site will be developed to

gomoretothegenerd public. Itisinthe
process of being redesigned. Our main
Web page has a definite church Web
page look. This will be more for the
generd public—moreof afirg-contact
Web page.
» Moving Youth United fromaWeb-
only magazine for young people to a
printed magazine. New name: \ertical
Thought.

« Initia ideasand conceptsfor com-
mercia televisonhavebeen devel oped
by Peter Eddington, including conver-
genceof TV and the Internet.

e Total incoming mail from al
sources was 368,229, an 8 percent
decreaseover the2001-2002fiscdl year.

» TheMiddle East in Bible Prophe-
cy was offered to 200,000 of our U.S.
GN subscribers. We have distributed
50,000 copiesto our subscribers, mem-
bersand internationd areas.

« A total of 7,518 responses have
been added through Good Newsrradio.

e Our Good News print run has
dropped from 517,423 t0 460,167—an
11 percent decrease. Thisdecreasewas

President Gives Council 2002-2003 Year-End Review

primarily due to low renewals on our
Waiting room program copies.
e As of July 30, we have 4,693
donorsand 2,096 coworkersonfile.
 Placed most of themail processing
staff under fulfillment—under the
mediaarea Thisistraditionaly where
this function has been located. (It was
under thefinancid areabefore)
 The French GN has been revised.
Two issues have been published so far.
« Peter Eddingtonisnow inamuch
better position to carry out his respon-
sihilities as the operation manager of
media. There were nine employees of
the media department in Arcadia, but
only Peter cameto Cincinnati. Hewas
doing thejobsnow doneby Mike Ben-
nett, Clarissa de Campos, Michelle de
Campos AaronBoothand Clay Thorn-
ton. Peter will now be able to concen-
trate more on vision, the future, evalu-
ation, programs, eic.

Ministerial Services

 Added DennisLuker totheMinis-
teria Servicesteam.

* First pastoral leadership confer-
encewas heldin August 2002 to begin
training and eval uating potentia future
edersand pagtors. Therewere 17 cou-
plesin atendance.

* Ingtituted theretirement task force
to make proposal's on awide range of
retirement issues. Its work should be
completed before the Feast. Plan to
report on thisin December.

* Began aprogram of sermons and
outlines to address vital topics of need
to the Church. The first one was on
modesty. The next one will be about
Sabbath observance.

* We plan to cregte a Festival plan-
ning teamthat will functioninasimilar
way to the national camp team. This
Festival teamwill becomposed of Fes-
tival coordinators, Charles Melear and
afew others They will have meetings
and coordinatetheir effortsto makethe
Feast as effective as possible, and to
help their efforts be as efficient as pos-
shle.

* The Ministerial Education Task

Force began producing articles for the
Ministerial Quarterly in the fall of
2002. Itsinitial emphasiswas on coun-
sdling and spegking. It will continueto
produce material onaregular basisfor
MQ to help improve the effectiveness
of theministry.

* Steve Myers has coordinated the
development of anofficial hymna sup-
plement.

* Developed apersond aircraft use
policy.

* Field ministers hired during the
past fiscal year: Joe Horchak, Andy
Burnett, Gary McConnaughey, Chris
Moen and Gary Black.

* Field ministerswho retired dur-
ing the past fiscal year: Richard Dun-
can, Robert Jones, George Meeker
and Al Mischnick. Jim Jenkins died
Feb. 4.

» Number of baptisms during past
fiscal year: 200.

* Number of new visits during this
pestfiscal year: 762 brand-new contacts
through literature; 1,277 Sabbatarians
contacted us (most only curious).

Asof August 1, 2003:

* Total number of employed minis-
ters(U.S. fidd and home office): 119

AverageAge: 553
MedianAge: 55
MinistersAged 70+ 2
MinistersAged 60-69: 35
MinistersAged 50-59: 58
MinistersAged 40-49: 21
MinistersAged 30-39: 3

LifeNets

 Through discusson with the
Council, have clarified questions
regarding our working with LifeNets
and how that cooperationisto continue
inthefuture.

Spanish Region
* The baptism figures for the Span-
ish region through June:
Argentina
Chile
CogtaRica
El Sdvador
Guatemaa
Mexico
Peru
TOTAL

BoRwo s
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News From Around the World

Members Experience Joy and Challenges in Malaysia

by Florante Siopan

The recent trip we made to Sabah
(apart of the country of Malaysiaon
theisland of Borneo) to attend to the
spiritual needs of our brethren there
gave us mixed emotions of joy and
challenges. We started our trip from
Bacolod in the Philippines early in
the morning of July 15 to catch the
boat from Dumaguete to Zamboan-
ga. We arrived Dumaguete at about
10am.

We bought our tickets and waited
three hours for the boat to take usto
Zamboanga. Leaving Dumaguete at
1 p.m., we reached Zamboanga the
following morning without hitches.
But the boat that was supposed to
leave for Sabah in the afternoon had
been reschedul ed to the next day, so
wewereforced to spend another day
in Zamboanga.

Thefollowing day, July 17—after
our passport was approved for trav-
el by the immigration office—we
sailed for Sandakan, Sabah. We
reached the port of Sandakan thefol-
lowing day. After another process-
ing of passportsby Malaysianimmi-
gration, we journeyed to Semporna,
a 335-kilometer (about 200-mile)
land trip. We reached Semporna—
the place where most of our brethren
live—at 6 p.m., July 18, after four
days of travel. We then made a stop
at the home of RupertaBetoy, which
isalong the highway about two kilo-
meters from the town.

We were met by Mrs. Betoy,

Artemio Bernal and Mercy Chu, the
wife of Chu Von Cheok, a Chinese
gentleman who is a prospective
member. After formal greetings, we
settled down to discuss a lot of
things—from the present status of
the Church, the home office, Coun-
cil of Elders, the brethren in the
Philippines and the remaining Feast
days of God, including the Feast of
Tabernacles thisyear.

The brethren asked if we could
come back for the Feast of Trumpets
or Atonement, but the subject of
coming to the Feast of Tabernacles
inthe Philippinestook moretimein
our discussion. After our dinner
hosted by the Betoy family, Hope
Betoy, one of the sons of Ruperta
Betoy, brought us to a hotel in the
town.

The following day (Sabbath), our
service was attended by 18 people
including children. A number of
people were not able to come on
account of distance and other
unknown reasons. In the morning, |
gave the message in Cebuano, a
dialect that all can understand. The
title was, “They Choose to Follow
Their Idols.”

Blessing the Children
Beforeand after our eating togeth-
er that Sabbath, | noticed two of the
small children trying to get my
attention by always getting close to
me, sometimes wanting to sit on my
lap, distracting our discussions. |
remembered the Bible incident

where Jesus blessed the children
who weretrying to stay closeto Him
(Mark 10:13-16). | then opened the
subject of the blessing of children
and asked the parents if their chil-
dren had already been blessed. They
answered “no.”

In the afternoon, before our Bible
study, we held the ceremony of the
blessing of children. This ceremony
is new to the brethren in Sabah as
this was not done in their former
church. They asked me to conduct
the ceremony after | thoroughly
explained this practice of the Church
of God that was started by Jesus
Christ, quoting the scriptures. There
werefive children, agesfour months
to four years old, who were blessed.

Travel Restrictions and
the Feast

SabahisaMuslim areaand I1slam
is their established religion.
Although there are some small and
scattered Christian churches, the
great majority of the population
belongsto Islam. Filipinosin Sabah
experience difficulties living in this
country. They cannot be given citi-
zenship statusasthey arenot bornin
the land, nor have they embraced
Islam astheir religion.

Even the children who are born to
parents that are not natives of the
land cannot be given legal status as
citizens. Filipinos who work in
Sabah can travel freely if the com-
pany they work for gives them trav-
el papers approved by the authori-

ties. Others are not able to travel
freely.

Our brethren and their families are
no exception to this problem. They
don’t enjoy the freedom we have in
the Philippines. We have been dis-
cussing possible travel to the Philip-
pines to attend the Feast of Taberna-
clesthisyear. Thereare about adozen
who areseriously planning to cometo
the Feast. They are excited to experi-
ence how the Feast isto be observed.
But for now, | cannot say how this
plan will come about for all of them.
I just encouraged them to do the best

they can to get their papers, and to
pray more, asking our loving God to
intervene on their behalf.

This is the challenge we are fac-
ing, and we put our trust in the One
who works miracles for His people.
| am asking the brethren to pray for
our brethren in Sabah. | believe our
collective heartfelt prayerswill avail
much, becauseit pleases God to see
His people asking for His help on
behalf of others.

This article appeared in the
August issue of United News Philip-
pines (www.ucg.org.ph/unp).

Davao, Philippines, Church members participate in one of the three

combined Spokesman-Graduate clubs started after the Feast of
Tabernacles last year. “There seems to be happy and significant growth
in the abilities and performance of the men attending club,” said Edmond
Macaraeg, pastor and club director (photo by Charles Philip Macaraeg)

Australia Sets 2003/2004 Budget

After considering anumber of initia-
tivesproposed by itscommitteesand the
National Office, theAustralian Nationa
Council settled on an amended budget
requiring a$45,000 (Australian) deficit
for the 2003-2004 financia year. The
deficit will befunded from the accumu-
lated surplus as of June 30, 2003.

The Council is confident the budget
reflectswise stewardship of itsfinancia
resourceshut will keepaclosewatchon
theposition astheyear unfolds, athough
the Churchisin asound financia posi-
tion. It hasbeen pointed out that the cost
of mailing The Good News and other
publications to subscribersis an ever-
increasing cost. In the coming year,
$194,000 (23 percent) will be spent in
thisarea

* Develop a series of sermon and
Biblestudy outlinestoassstloca elders.

» Conduct a Christian Leadership
Camp and aSummer Camp.

 Continue with the program of
Women's Focus Weekends.

* Develop an outreach program for
scattered church youth.

» Complete the Risk Management
Planfor UCG-Augtraia

* Develop aDisaster Recovery Plan.

* Review churchinsurancestoachieve
lower costs.

* Upgrade the computer systemsin
the Nationd Office.

* Implement amuitiyear budget moddl.

If the objectives of the plan can be
achieved, the Church will be strength-

Some of the
more  significant
actionitemsfor the

Subscriber/
Media Support 2.4%

GN Literatul

Salaries for
Media 8.0%

Administration/

Insurance/Acct./ National Council

Committee Support
2.8%

ya ae Distribution Pastoral Sazlgriles
23. 3
* Increase Good e
News distribution Careaton
0 25,500.
*Developapilot ‘(\Q\"%}v Member 1 Lag Budget Total
program for long o] A$837,481

weekend seminars.

ened and well placed to achieve God's
objectives—to preach the gospel and
carefor thoseHecalls!

Bill Eddington

Successful Letter
Box Drop in
Brisbane

Sunday, July 27, the Brisbane, Aus-
tralia, congregation conducted aletter
box drop in the Cleveland/Thornside
areaof East Brisbane.

Twenty-four enthusiastic brethren
delivered 3,600 | etter box cardsover a
three-hour period. Thoseparticipating
varied from theyoung to the young at
heart, and everyone enjoyed the fel-
lowship and beautiful sunny day. Mr.
Bradford began the activity with a
prayer asking God to blessthe efforts
of thisactivity and openthe heartsand
minds of those whom He wanted to
respond to this very specid offer.

We concluded the activity with a
barbecueand agameof touch football!

David Barton

Australian Shows What

One Man Can

Dennis Freeman, amember in Bris-
bane, Australia, recently decided to
make adifference in the town of Rose-
wood where he lives. By talking to his
pastor, Bill Bradford, and members of
the Australian Media and Publishing
Committee, he made himself familiar
with the more effective programs the
M ediaCommitteewaspromoting. With
somecourageandalot of determination,
Dennisthen set out to preach the gospel
in Rosawood. He has placed:

* A Good News stand at Rosewood
Railway Station.

*A cardholder display a McDondd's
inthe shopping center.

* A Good News display a the Rose-
wood Community Centre, includingthe
United Statesand Britain bookl et.

* A Good News display and United
States and Britain booklet in the Rose-
wood High School Library.

* A cardholder display at IGA Food-
townin Rosawvood.

* A Good News display and United
Statesand Britain booklet in acanteen.

* A one-day cardholder display on a
busy visitors day.

Do

* A cad display at the Rosewood
Newsagency.

*A cardholder and Good Newsplaced
intwo doctors' surgeriesin Rosawood.

Dennis says, “Placing magazines,
bookletsand cardhol dersisnot easy, but
it needs to be done. When people are
approached, they ssemtohavetwomain
fears—that you want money or youwill
intrudeintheir lives. | believeweshould
al try—there'snothingtolose. It'squite
an achievement to make the material
available to the public so that they will
pick it up and read it without feeling
pressured. Remember that God the
Father doesthe calling and to be tactful
and humblewherever you go.”

He said that peoplein the Rosewood
areahavenever seen aGood Newsmag-
azine before and that the main religious
influence in this area is the Catholic
Church. As aresult of Dennis's efforts
we are now receiving letter box cards
from the Rosawood area and have o
had people call and write in who have
toldusthey havepicked upacard or seen
the GN in the Rosawood ared!

Ruth Root
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At a Glance

Elder Ordained in
England

John Ross Schroeder wasordained ol
Aug. 23 inWat-
ford, England,
wheretheBrick-
et Wood con-
gregation was
mestingfor Sab-
bath services.
Gerhard Marx, &
Frank Jarvisand f&

N0 (o
Peter Hawkins jonn Ross Schroeder

joined visiting

member of the Council of Elders, Doug
Horchak, at the front of the hall for the
ordination prayer.

Mr. Schroeder isasenior writer for the
publications of United Church of God,
and regularly speaks in the congrega-
tions around Britain. His wife, Jan,
among other things oversees the Good
News mailing list and data entry and
reporting of financia information.

Doug and Tanya Horchak were trav-
eling home from the Ghana summer
camp where they attended with one of
their daughters, Becky, and friend, Emi-
ly Quant.

Peter Hawkins

British Isles Gives
Circulation Report

The monthly circulation report pro-
duced by Jan Schroeder for July 2003
shows that the total circulation of The
Good Newsin England had decreasedto
2,500 (from 2,881 the previous month)
by the end of July. (During thefirst part
of August some 40 or 50 of those lost
have returned the renewal and are now
restored as subscribers)) This decresse
was anticipated and isdue to the effects
of theongoing renewa program. Adver-
tisng projects to be undertaken in the
next few weeksin both Reader’ s Digest
andthelnformation Service'sSelections
magazine are expected to result in anet
increasein subscribers.

Of the totd circulation figure, 1,791
arein the United Kingdom, 110 arein
the Ide of Man and 102 arein Sweden.
The remainder are distributed within a
further 35 European countriesand Isradl..

During July wereceived 447 requests
for 611 items of other literature and an
additional 235 requests for the Bible
Sudy Course. Thisdemand hasresulted
in a noticeable increase in the work
required of the volunteersin the Eccle-
stonoffice! Mogt of theserequestsarose
from the recent semiannual Ietter to al
subscribers.

Totd subscriptionsto the Bible Sudy
Course stand a 332 (with another 711
dready having completed al 12
lessons); United News subscriptions
sandat 228; and World News& Prophe-
oy, a 334.

During July, 10 new donors and five
new coworkers were added to the file.
Through July, UCG—British Ides had

received atotd of 327 donationsin the
mai

Philippine Mailings
Grow

According to the July United News
Philippines, Good News magazinemail-

ingsin the Philippinesincreased 38 per-
_ cent. With the bulk copies sent to con-

gregations for distribution added in,
total circulation grew by 50 percent.

The Bible Sudy Course has more
than doubled, Internet requests have
morethan tripled and mail received has
amost tripled. Thelargest growth cate-
gory is mail sent, an 844 percent
increase.

Australian Youth
Getting Chat Room

United News Australia reported that
theopportunitiesfor young peopleinthe
Church to use Internet technology to
keep in contact, despite being spread
over awide area, wasrecognized by the
Youth and Media and Publishing com-
mitteesof theAustralian Nationa Coun-
cil sometimeago. Input from both com-
mitteesresulted inarecommendationto
<&t up ayouth chat room and forum on
the Australian Web site, which was
approved by the council in July.

“It might takealittlewhileto develop
thisinitiative to the point of introduc-
tion,” said the article. The plan is that
young peoplewill beableto chat online
on designated Friday evenings. The
forumwill alow foramoreleisurdy dis-
cusson of topicsraised.

Access to the forum and chat room
will be by password and restricted to
thosewho haveregistered and agreed to
acodeof conduct and the supervision of
amoderator.

Australian Positions
Announced

At the Australian National Council
meetinginJuly, Bill Eddingtonand Don
Goodger wereredected to the positions
of chairman and vice chairman. Bill
Bradford was elected chairman of the
Pestord Committee.

United News Augtralia aso reported
that Reg Wright, Australian nationa
office manager, intends to retire a the
end of 2004 when hewill be 70 years of
age. Theplanisto have the new nation-

Reg and Joan Wright

a office manager sart shortly after the
Feast of Tabernaclesin 2004. Mr. Wright
would overlap with his replacement
through the end of 2004.

U.K. Conducts GN Mailing Test

Peter Hawkins, CEO of the United
Church of God-British Ides, has been
testing a number of changesin mailing
out The Good News and the British and
European Supplement. Special letters
designed to facilitate rapid reader
response were incorporated into the
mailing process from amailing compa-
ny in Kingston-on-Thames. This was
done during the posting of the
July/Augustissue. They weredl mailed
with the magazine and the supplement.
Each subscriber received a response
envelope addressed to The Good News
aswell.

One notice to those not in arenewa

cyclegives“ Some More Good News
and encouragesthereader torespond on
theformletter itself. Inthefirst few days
wereceived 23 responseswithamogt al
requesting at least one free booklet.
Also a number of “last chance”
renewa letters were mailed to a group
of subscribers who previously had
shown little interest in renewing their
magazine. To date we have received a
very surprising 38 responseswith sever-
d requesting booklets and/or the Bible
Sudy Course. In past yearsour response
has been dmost il from this particular
category of subscribers. Most just
dropped off themailing list.

Some of the formsincluded a place
for areader to recommend a gift sub-
scription for afriend or relative. So far,
we havereceived 14 responses suggest-
ing apotential new subscriber.

Response to the recent supplement
article, “ The Good News Responds to
Your Correspondence” has been
encouraging. A number of readershave
requested bookletsrecommended inthat
article.

Overdl response to the recent semi-
annual letter sent to the entire mailing
listisnow over 600. Thisisan excellent
response of over 20 percent.

John Ross Schroeder

Pastor Retires in England

Gerhard Marx officialy retired from
being the pastor of the Bricket Wood
congregation of the United Church of
God-British Ideson duly 5.

Thecurrent congregation started June
20, 1998, with six in attendance a Ger-
hard and DianaMarx’shome. The next
month it began meeting in a hall that
used to be part of Imperia School at
Bricket Wood, adjacent to the former
Ambassador Collegecampus. Theaver-
ageattendanceisnow around 25 week-
ly, with closeto 40 on Holy Days. This
isevenfter anew congregationwascre-
ated in Tonbridge, south of London,
which now averages 20 in attendance.

The new pastor, Peter Hawkins, pre-

sented Mr. and Mrs. Marx with
gifts from the Bricket Wood
and Tonbridge congregations,
and acard signed by themem-
bership. InaletterintheAug. 2
bulletin of the Bricket Wood
congregation, Mr. and Mrs.
Marx wished Peter and Sonja
Hawkins best wishes in their

new responsihility serving the

congregation. They asO MeN- piana and Gerhard Marx with Peter Hawkins

tioned how much they had
appreciated witnessing the loyalty to
God'sChurch expressed by thebrethren
over theyears.

Mr. Marx will continue spesking in
different congregations but alittle less

often. He will coordinate the develop-
ment of new meetingsin the southwest-
ern part of England with Frank Jarvis,
pastor of the Gloucester and Preston
congregetions. un

German Textbook to Quote From German GN

InAugust UCG-Germany received
notice from the Schroedel-Verlag
(publishing house) that they will be
using a quote from the November-
December 2000 issue of the German
Good Newsmagazinein ahigh school
textbook.

German law permitstherepublishing
of short quotes for nonprofit uselikein
school textbooks, providedthet theorig-
ind authors are informed, and a minor
feeis paid to use the materia. No per-
mission has to be granted, since this

usage is specificaly permitted by Ger-
man copyright law.

Thearticlein question was one writ-
ten by JesminaAllaouaand Paul Kieffer
specifically for the German version
(UCG-Germany occasiondly generates
itsown articleswhen thereisno appro-
priatearticlefromtheEnglish GN avail-
able, Mr. Kieffer said). Theftitle of the
articlewas " The Search for Peace: The
UN Millennium 2000 Summit”

The quote reflects on 55 years of the
UN. The textbook contrasts it with a

quote from the Siddeutsche Zeitung, a
respected daily published in Munich,
withitscommentary from 1995 after 50
yearsof theUN. Thestudentsare.asked
tocomparethetwo assessmentsand then
givethelr opinion.

“For usto be compared with the Stid-
deutsche Zeitung isquite some recogni-
tion!” Mr. Kieffer said.

The textbook will be used in high
school education and is called Mensch
und Politik, roughly “People and Poli-
tics” un

Two Booklets Printed in Estonian

The Gospel of the Kingdom and
Sunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Rest
have been translated into Estonian
and 1,000 copies of each have been
printed with beautiful color covers,
reported Victor Kubik, a Council of
Elders member
who has helped
coordinate  the
Church’s work in
Eastern Europe.

Membersinthe
Baltic nation of
Estonia, between
Finland and Rus-
sia, helped trans-
lateand proofread
thebooklets. Scott
Ashley, managing
editor of The
Good News and

booklets, prepared the layouts,
which were printed by Sabbatari-
ansin the Ukraine and then shipped
to @ member in Estonia who will
mail them out.

The booklets will be advertised
on radio. Radio ads have

Good News in English,
and we currently have 100
readersof The Good News
in Estonia.

All 12 lessons of the
Bible Study Course have
also been trandlated into
Estonian, and so far eight
lessons have been printed.
Wehave 40 peopletaking the
Bible Sudy Course in their
native Estonian language at
this time. Johnnie Lambert,

g Hingamispieva

previously advertised The [ 3

. ‘ o

an elder in
Elmira,
New York,
coordi-
nates this
project.
Also,
there are
five reprint
articles
translated
into Eston-
ian. Litera-
ture  has
also been
translated
into other Eastern European lan-
guages, including four lessons of the
Bible Study Course translated into
Russian. They can be found at
www.ucg.org/litlibrary/easteuropean. un
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Camp Davidson: Following God in the Real World

From Aug. 3 to 10, 115
campers and 50 staff attended
Camp Davidsonon SuttleLake |
in central Oregon. United's
camp enjoyed the variety of
facilitiesinthebeautiful moun- |
tain setting. A fantastic staff
team—including seven first-
time staff members who were
camperslast year—set achal-

and Tammy Kelly)

were motivated not only to have fun,
but to excel.

Every day began with a 45-minute
Chrigtian Living class. This year's
themewas" Following Godinthe Redl
World.” The Northwest ministry had
prepared an outline, which was sent to
everyone prior to camp. Classes
focused on the good and bad of the
world, our words and dress, prophecy,
our responsibility totheworld (military
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Emily Hirst and Abigail Woicik get ready to ride the
tube. David Karlik negotiates a difficult section of
the high challenge course (photos by Tina Slocum

"

service) and the Sab-
bath. On the last topic,
Rex Sexton (pastor in
Washington and water-
skiing director) moder-
ated a panel of older
teens who described
their experiences in
maintaining their
beliefsdespitethepres-
sures of school, sports,
music and peers.
Campers enjoyed a
widerangeof activities,
including a10-element
low ropes course, a
seven-element  high-
ropes course, waterski-
ing, mountain biking, kayaking and a
half-day hike in the Cascade wilder-
ness. Thenew kayaks purchased by the
national program gave every camper
the opportunity to learn this exciting
sport. In addition, three zip-lines—
including one that started at 60 feet
high—were very popular activities.
Basketball, flag football, artsand crafts,
archery, swvimming, camp improve-
ment, volleyball, ultimate Frisbee and

“ExcellenceinLiving” rounded out the
activities.

The evenings offered additional
opportunities for fellowship and par-
ticipationintheactivities. Each evening
at camp concluded with alively camp-
fire, followed by a“bedside chat” for
each dorm with its dorm parents.

Onthe Sabbath, thecampersenjoyed
someextrarest, Biblediscussonswith
their dorm parents, Sabbath services
and a specid banquet. Saturday

evening ended with a final dance.
Campers were able to take home their
owncopy of “TheDavidson Days,” the
camp newspaper.

Staff and campers again “let their
light shine” The camp managerswere
very impressed with the respect and
courtesy of campersand thecaring ded-
ication of the staff. Joe Horn, site pro-
gram director, stated: “Your group
motivates my staff. You remind ustru-
ly what campisall about.”

Camp Davidson was truly blessed
thisyear with ahigh level of coopera-
tion, respect, focus, unity and cama-
raderie. The staff showed godly, self-
less leadership in creating an
educationa and fun experience for al
participants. Next year everyone is
looking forward to using the new $1
million sportscomplex, completewith
indoor climbingwalls, skateboard park
and basketball court.

Matthew Fenchel

Davidson Wilderness Session: Rim and Raft

After the main session of Camp
Davidson, an extended Wilderness
Session was offered to the older
campersfor thethird straight year. The
schedule for this year changed to
include amoderate one-day hike, and
then afull day of white-water rafting
on the Upper McKenzie River.

After the main session ended on
Sunday, everyone drove to the base
camp at Three Creeks Lake in the
heart of the SistersWilderness Region.
Tents and the camp kitchen were set
up. While the conditions were much
more primitive than regular camp (no
electricity or running water), thetents
were comfortable and the cooking of
Berk Weis was five-star! Everyone
wasdivided upinto teamstotakecare
of cooking, cleaning and camp main-
tenance. The clear evenings provided
agreat view of the stars. Kayakswere
brought for free-time enjoyment.

On Monday, we hiked the Tam
McArthur Rim, a9-mileround-tripup
to an elevation of almost 8,000 feet.
Although not overly high in dtitude,

the rim afforded a fantastic view of
numerouspesksinthe Cascaderange.
It also provided a view of a nearly
1,500-foot drop straight down! For
some, though, thehighlight of thehike
was the chance to have a snowball

Campers view their camp on Three
Creeks Lake from Tam McArthur Rim

fight and to do some modified sled-
ding in anearby snowfield.

On Tuesday, everyone enjoyed a
full-day rafting trip down the Upper
McKenzie River, one of the most
active and enjoyable rivers in the
region. The trip provided delightful

views of the surrounding mountains
and forests, as well as wildlife like
deer, osprey and heron. There were
numerous good-natured water battles
between the four rafts, and most
everyone had a chance to take an
“involuntary” swimin the cold water.

Wednesday was a “down day” to
give everyone a chance to rest, relax
and fellowship. Many of the campers
and staff took the opportunity to
explore amgjor lava flow about 40
minutes away. Others enjoyed the
beattiful day on thelake.

Why awildernesssession?Onerea-
onisto see God's awe-ingpiring pow-
er and beauty direct and up-close.
Another isto build bonds, friendships
and team unity in away that issmply
not possibleinmoretraditiond settings
Yet athird reason isto challenge one-
sdlf beyond aperson’scomfort level—
developing courage, perseverance and
stamina. These goals were met and
exceeded, and everyoneislooking for-
ward to participating next year.

Matthew Fenchel

A week of superb westher greeted
campers and staff at Camp Heritage
duringtheweek of Aug. 10to 17. What
had been an unusualy wet summer
cleared off to produce clear skies and
mild temperatures. One Boy Scout
employee a the reservation comment-
ed, “You folks must bewalking onthe
right sde”

A two-track program was continued
this year, which divided the campers
into Challenge and Adventure groups.
Theolder campers(ages15t0 18) com-
prised aChallenge programthat includ-
eddigtinct activitiesgearedto challenge
them spiritualy, mentally and physi-
cally.

A themethisyear was“Building on
Our Heritage” Chrigtian Living class-
esfocused on examples of individuals
and teachingsthat make up our Christ-
ian heritage. Weareworking to rebuild
the walls of faith within the work of
God. Just asNehemiahrallied the Jews

to rebuild the walls and
gatesof Jerusalem, our edu-
cational program seeks to
buildacoreof peopleto car-
ry on with thework of God | &
intothe next generation. g
To build on thistheme, a
life-skills class was again
taught by Janel Johnsonand
Pam Myers. This year they
issued passports to each
camper complete with a
current picture. The pass-
port  represented  their
entrance into the “ embassy
of the Zone” with their cit-

izenship identified (Eph-
esians 2:19) and the date of expiration
asalifelong commitment. Asresponsi-
ble bearers of a passport issued from
“the Zone each camper agreed to
believe in the value of a strong con-
science and to act right.

A white-water rafting trip on the

Youghiogheny River provided part of
the physical challenge. Class 3 rapids
provided plenty of thrillsand spillsfor
116 campers and staff during aday on
thisriver.

Other water sports at Heritage this
year included water polo and sailing.

From left: Jerry Rehor teaches fundamentals of sailing; water polo; mountain
boarding, a relatively new sport, was an option this year at Heritage (photos
by Darris McNeely)



United Church of God, an International Association

Unitedlewws September/October 2003

Orienteering, softball, volleyball, bas-
kethall, tennis, riflery and archery were
again offered ontheactivity sideof the
program.

Mountainboarding, arelatively new
sport, was an option this year at Her-
itage. The boards are oversized skate
boards with larger tires and hand
brakes. Participants wear protective

gear and “skate” down a hillside.
Thosewho participated really enjoyed
the ectivity.

On Friday evening the Challenge
and Adventure groups held separate
campfire programs that included a
question-and-answer format Bible
study. The themes of the life-skills
classes were reviewed for the purpose

of getting feedback from campers
about the emphasis on modesty and
appropriate behavior. Young people
face many challenges to their faith in
today’sworld. Sessionslikethese help
shape and mold their understanding of
biblical truth. The foundation laid by
parents in the home is therefore
strengthened.

This year Heritage was pleased to
have two visitors from Belgium. Jako
and Renee Kasper received scholar-
shipsfrom UCG Germany totravel and
attend Heritage. Jako worked on the
soccer saff while Reneewasacamper.

Thanks to the Volunteers
It is important to once again

acknowledge the contribution of the
volunteer staff who work at Heritage
and dl other UCG youth camps. Their
unselfish commitment to the program
makesit all possible. They arethetrue
servant leadersof today’sChurch. They
provide inspiring examples and mod-
elsfor the campersto follow.
DarrisMcNedly

British Isles Camp Very Enjoyable Despite Extreme Heat and a Day Without Water

UCG-British Ides weeklong sum-
mer camp for teenagers and young
adults took place between Aug. 3 and
10. Thirteen of the Church’s young
adultsand teenagers, plusayoung man
from the United Stateswho is current-
ly working in Dublin, attended the
activity. Eight other adultsmadeup the
total of 22who gathered together at The
Held bunkhouse just outside the town
of Brecon in South Wales.

The setting, looking across to the
mountains of the Brecon Bea
cons Nationa Pak, was
immensely inspiring. The
wesather was perfect, athough
plenty of sunscreen was used
when anyoneventured outside! |
Vistorshbrought the attendance
at the Sabbath serviceto 32; this
was too many for the indoor
common room, so the group
had an outdoor service in the
shade of two large oak trees.

One of the activities was a
trip to a coal-mining museum
caled The Big Pit, where
everyone was provided with
safety helmet, lamp and respi-

British Isles’
campers pose for
group shot;
Michael Ellams
helps launch a
boat (photos by
Peter and Sonja
Hawkins)

rator before descend-
ing 90 meters (about
300feet)inaliftfora
tour of the old mine
= workings.

Other activities included cycling,
sailing, canoeing or rowing on aloca
lake, walks in the adjacent woods, as
well as games and sports on a“dight-
ly" doping field belonging to the
bunkhouse. One proposed excursionto
the summit of the nearby mountain
known as Pen'y Fan was canceled due
to the very hot westher.

An unexpected chalenge was the
loss of the water supply for most of
Thursday due to a burst pipe down in
the town. In the extreme heat—it was
the hottest spell of wesather since
1976—the staff was concerned about
campers becoming dehydrated. We
were grateful for the help of aneigh-
boring farmer who rigged up a
hosepipe to give us access to some of
his spring-fed water, as well asfor a
delivery of bottled water courtesy of
Welsh Water. By midnight the water
supply was restored and life began to
return to normal.

Each day there was an open discus-
sion of subjects that had mostly been
suggested by the young people them-
selves prior to camp. Subjects dis-
cussed in these forums included mod-

esty; whether God hears (or choosesto
hear) everything; dependence, interde-
pendence or independence prior to,
leading to and within marriage; the
Churchasacommunity; boy/girlfriend
relationships; and sex within marriage.

Thefinal forum addressed the place
of young peopleinthe Church and their
importance to it, concluding with
encouragement to the teensand young
adultsto consider baptism and—when
they fed ready—to discussit with their
parents, other Church adults and the
ministry.

Following the Sabbath service,
campers, staff and visitorsenjoyed an
outdoor meal with thetablesandindi-
vidua placements specially decorated
for the occasion. This was followed
by the now-traditiona skits or paro-
diesof camp life, contributed by both
campers and the adult staff. Also in
accordance with tradition, several of
the teens stayed up talking late into
thenight.

All present would agreethat wewere
blessed with a very fine—and enjoy-
able—activity.

David and Barbara Fenney

Youth Corps Volunteers Serve at Second Youth Camp in Ghana West Africa

AVisonof the Futurewasthetheme
at our second United Youth Camp in
Ghana sponsored by United Church of
God in West Africa. Council member
and Dallas, Texas, pastor Doug and
TanyaHorchak, their daughter, afriend
andthreeUnited Youth Corpsvolunteers
assisted at camp in this West African
nation.

Enthusasm and  gppreciation
expressed by over 100 young people
from both Ghanaand Nigeriahighlight-
ed the camp experience that took place
August 15 to 19. Ghanaian minister
Maxwell Coffie assisted in organizing
the five-day camp that was held on the
campusof theUniversity of Scienceand
Technology inKumasi, Ghana. In addi-
tion, the regiona pastor for Ghana,
Melvin Rhodes, was able to attend and
assist at the youth camp this year.
Campers stayed in student dormitories
and enjoyed three meals of Ghanaian
fare (such asjolaff rice, fu-fu, cooked
plantain, banku and kenke) each day.

The 103teensand young adultswere
organized into five teams of about 20
each. These groups of young people
werelarger than the dorms or teamswe
typicdly havea our campsin the Unit-
ed Sates, and were coed for dl the pro-
gram activities. Five of the Ghanaian
Church pastors acted as counsdlors for
theteams(pastorsManu Ofuri, Richard

Dua, Adonijah Blay-Miezah, Benjamin
Agyapong and Clement Amoako-Atta).
Whilethevast mgority of those attend-
ing were teens, afew young adultsin
their 20swere campersand assisted the
counsalorson eech team.

Olidare Okinbo accompanied 11
young peoplefromNigeriato attend the
youth camp in Ghana this year. The
group from Nigeria traveled by road
through thecountriesof Beninand Togo
to attend camp. While the group from
Nigeria faced the trid of not being
alowed to cross the border from Nige-
riainto Benin for two days, they findly
arrived on the Sabbath to the joy and
answered prayersof therest of the staff
and campers. TheNigerianbrothersand
Sgters were warmly welcomed by the
Ghanaianyouth and ministry, and made
awonderful contribution to camp.

Thefiveprogram activitiesoffered to
thecamperswere: football (soccer), vol-
leyball, team chalenge, persona
improvement and Bibleclass(Christian
Living). Three United Youth Corpsvol-
unteers (Emily Sandilands of Dallas,
Texas, Gareth Simons of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada; and Logan Smith of
Seaitle, Washington) attended the camp
and served on the staff. Emily Sandi-
landsassisted TanyaHorchak intheper-
sona improvement classwhich focused
onpersond hygiene, groomingandrela-

tionships. Gareth Smons taught the
volleyball classeswith the Ghanaian
youth. Logan Smith assisted Doug
Horchek withtheteam-building chal- |
lengeclassthat focused on principles
of trust, inclusion and teamwork.

All threeYouth Corps saff hosted

oneevening during the camp. Amer-
icans Becky Horchak and Emily
Quant attend-

were able to
assgwithvol-
leybal. Two
other Ghanaian
pastors (Frank
Arthur  and
Josegph  Baah) |
taught the foot-
ball (soccer) class. Pastor Maxwell
Azariah Coffie and Doug Horchak
taught the Bible classes each day.
Melvin Rhodes also assisted & the
camp, and wasin Ghanato conduct doc-
trineseminarsfor thelocal eldersinthe
congregations.

Onceagainthisyear, thehomeoffice
of the United Church of God subsidized
thecamp—without whichayouth activ-
ity of thisnaturewould Smply not exist.
The Ghanaian pastors gained vauable
experiencein planning for futurecamps
in Ghana for the youth. In addition,

Left, United Youth Corps volunteers
Gareth Simons, Logan Smith and
Emily Sandilands; volleyball class; and
a group photo of the Ghana camp

members from the Dallas, Texas, con-
gregation donated funds to purchase
sportsequipment for thecamp. Someof
these donated funds helped the Ghana-
ian pastors by purchasing four bicycles
for pastorswho livein the most remote
areas of Ghana. Grest gppreciation was

expressed to the home office and U.S.
brethren by the youth and staff for the
generosity shown.

The find night of camp was high-
lighted by an energized talent show con-
ggting of “ skitswithamord” performed
by different membersof thefivecamper
teams. The goal at the beginning of
camp was a Vision of the Future. The
opening night of camp, Doug Horchak
expressed thegoa sof building relation-
shipsand grasping the hopeful vision of
God'sKingdomthat they would experi-
enceat camp. Ascamp cametoaclose,
these goals seemed to be successfully
accomplished ascampersand g&ff dike
said their good-byes and voiced the
strong desire to repeat this unifying
experience with both Ghanaian and
Nigerian teensnext year.

Doug Horchak
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From the Word

Creating a Safe Place to Grow (Expanding “the Zone")

m What makes “the Zone”
practiced at United Youth
Camps so successful? Can
we build this into our
families, congregations and
community?

by Larry W. Greider

Each summer hundreds of teensand
volunteer workers converge on camps
across the country to participate in the
United Youth Camps (UY C) program.
Recently amember wrotealetter tothe
home office commenting on the envi-
ronment so palpable at our camps. We
cdlit“theZone'—asafeplacetogrow.
Thismember wrote:

“We've heard alot about ‘the Zone'
at camp for the past few years, but not
about creating thistype of safety inthe
Church. The Zone enables young peo-
pleat campto venture out of their com-
fort zonetolearnand grow . . .

“Many Church members have suf-
fered hurtsand traumasthat makeit as
hard for them to grow and overcome
as it is for fearful kids to try new
things. | think that the Church would
flourish if we could cultivate an
atmosphere of humility and gentle-
ness, where people are encouraged to
grov—where they can feel safe to
grow—where they won't be afraid of

poisonous, hurtful attacks when they
try.”
What makesthe Zone so successful ?
Canwehuildthisintoour families, con-
gregations and community? Actualy,
weredlize that God isway ahead of us
and promises to cregte thisidyllic set-
tinginto thefabric of the community of
tomorrow. We cdl it the world tomor-
row. We understand that thiswill bethe
government that Christ will bringtothe
earth at His return. In the meantime,
thereareafew thingsthat we can doto
create a safe place for children and
adultsto grow.

Trust

Perhapsthemost vital element of the
Zoneistrugt. In the world we sdldom
trust people we don’t know. At a very
early age we teach our children to run
from strangers, especidly if they are
offering candy or inviting them to
approach. We realize not everyone's
motivesarepureandright. Thelitany of
perverse crimes perpetrated on inno-
centsissickening.

Tobetrustworthy, apersonmust have
theright motive, and parents, ministers
and brethren can show that by their will-
ingnessto help, teach and serve. When
weplaceour trustin God and HisWord,
gtriving to live faithfully by His law, it
does promote the environment that
helpsotherstogrow. Liesand hypocrisy
dojust theopposite. David prayed, “But

asfor me, | trustinYou, O Lorp; | say,
“You are my God'” (Psalm 31:14).
David aso noted, “Blessed isthat man
whomakestheLoro histrust, and does
not respect the proud, nor such asturn
addetolies’ (PsAlm40:4).

If we want our children (and
brethren) to feel safe, we must give
them a sense of our confidence in our
foundation—atrust in God. According
toour surveys, parentslist that thenum-
ber one god of the UYC program is,
“Building arelationship with God and
learning Hisways’ (70 percent of par-
entsresponded thisway, smilar towhat
campers and staff aso note). If your
goals are to build a relationship with
Godandmode thatinyour life, youare
well on your way to ahedlthy environ-
ment that will work wondersinthelives
of those around you.

God Offers Choices

In a safe environment people feel
more eager to make wise choices. Sad-
ly, negative peer pressure and worldly
influences do corrupt good manners (1
Corinthians 15:33). While we are
expecting people to avoid the traps of
negativity, we should expect people to
seethebest in othersand promoteright
values.

If you expect that your teenswill lie,
chest, steal and berebellious, many will
not disappoint you. On the other hand,
if you expect honesty, courtesy, depend-

ability, courage, etc., you might be sur-
prised by their willingnessto oblige. We
generally want to pleasethosewho care
about us, and your expectations will
more eesily be met if you are sraight-
forward and honest.

At camp we don't alow practica
jokes or alow teensto “rag” on each
other. Thereisan expectation that weall
treat each other with respect and encour-
age excellence. This can be communi-
cated in any environment.

Choices Have
Consequences

Perhaps the single grestest lesson to
learn and apply isthat thereisa cause
for every effect. Paul mentioned, “Do
not bedeceived, Godisnot mocked; for
whatever aman sows, that he will also
reap. For hewho sows to his flesh will
of theflesh reap corruption, but hewho
sowsto the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life. And let us not grow
weary whiledoing good, for induesea-
son we shall regp if we do not lose
heart” (Galatians 6:7-9).

Camp helps teens understand thet if
you want to be successful, you need to
make wise and right decisions. We
encourageactive participation soyoung
peoplecanlearnthat God'sway works.
Itismuch better tolearnthedynamic of
causeand effect, when the effectsdon’t
ruinlives. Thisaspect of theZonecan be
practiced in families long before our

children reach camp age. Wise King
Solomon observed, “ Trainupachildin
the way he should go, and when heis
old hewill not depart fromit” (Proverbs
22:6). Start early to encourage excel-
lence and teach lessons when wrong
results occur.

Thereare many aspectsto right gov-
ernment. Building the Zone at home or
in acongregation takes commitment to
eech other. If we want a safe environ-
mentinwhichtogrow, weneedtobuild
it. That takescooperation and vision. At
camp we have lots of orientation to the
goadsandmissonof theUY C program.
Our successis credited to the fine vol-
unteerswho arethereto givethemsaves
away in Hflesssarviceto others.

Perhaps the greatest secret of lifeis
that whenweget our mindsoff oursdves
andhaveoutward concernfor others, we
discover a power from above. God is
love! (1 John 4:8). The member whose
letter we quoted earlier mentioned
humility and gentleness. Thisresonates
from the attitude of those committed to
God'scdling. Let'sdl try to creste the
community whereeveryoneissafefrom
outsdeinfluences and is saturated with
acommitment toward godly vauesthat
will produceexcellence, now andforev-
er. Cresteasafezoneinyour world. un

Larry W. Greider is national camp
coordinator and regional pastor of the
Central Region. Hepastorschurchesin
Callinsvilleand Salem, Illinais.

Finding the Joy in Christianity

m Joy is one of the
fundamental fruits of
following Christ. But,
unfortunately, joy is not
often immediately associated
with Christianity. Where can
we find the joy God offers?

by David Baker

Perhaps you have participated in a
word association exercise in the past.
Someonesaysaword andyou areasked
tosay thefirst word that comestomind.
As an example, the person conducting
the exercise may say “smile” and per-
haps you would answer “happy” or
“cheerful” If the person conducting the
exercise said “Christian,” what words
would come to mind? Perhaps you
would think of “disciple” “faithful,”
“obedience” “overcoming,” “enduring,”
etc. All thesewords are associated with
our caling. But how long would it take
youto think of theword joy?

Joy isoneof thefundamental aspects
of atrue Chrigtian. But, unfortunately,
joy isnot often immediately associated
with Chrigtianity. Oliver Wendell
Holmes once remarked, “I might have

enteredtheminigtry if certainclergymen
| knew had not looked and acted so
much like undertakers” Joy can be
described asastrong feling of pleasure,
gladness, cheerfulnessor celebration.

Joyisafruit of God'sSpiritandthere-
foreshould beafundamentd character-
igicof dl Chridtians. It isinteresting to
notethat the Greek word that istrandat-
ed“joy” (chara) andthe Gresk word that
istrandated “grace” (charis) share the
samecommonroot word. AsChristians,
we experience a great ded of joy
through the grace of God. Prior to bap-
tism we were condemned to diefor our
sins (Romans 3:23; 6:23). But we
recelved a pardon; we received grace
from God through Jesus Christ. There-
fore, an appropriate response should be
graefulnessand joy.

The gpostle Paul wrote to the church
in Rome, “Now may the God of hope
fill youwith al joy and peacein believ-
ing, that youmay aboundinhopeby the
power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans
15:13). We are filled with joy through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

One of the words used to describe
God and His Kingdom is joy. King
David wrote, “You will show me the
path of life; in Your presenceisfullness
of joy; a Your right hand are pleasures

forevermore” (Psalm 16:11). David
indicates that thereis fullness of joy in
the presence of God, and therefore
God's Kingdom will be a kingdom of
joy. The apostle Paul echoesthisin his
|etter to the church in Rome: “For the
kingdom of Godisnot egting and drink-
ing, but righteousnessand peaceandjoy
intheHoly Spirit” (Romans 14:17).
Chrigtians can be joyful even during
times of trid. James wrote to members
of God'sChurch, “My brethren, count it
dl joy whenyou fdl into varioustrids,
knowing that the testing of your faith
producespatience. But let patiencehave
itsperfect work, that you may be perfect
and complete, lacking nothing” (James
1: 2-4). Later James adds, “Blessed is

by focusing onthejoy of being reunited
with His Father (Hebrews 12:2).

What aresomeof thewaysthat Chris-
tians can experiencejoy? Oneway isto
smply sow down and relish the
moment—enjoy the life that God has
granted us. Welivein such afast-paced
world that we can become quite irritat-
ed over the dightest interruption.
(Which just occurred with measmy 3-
year-old son interrupted my concentra-
tion on this article.) As Christians we
should slow down and enjoy thejourney
toward the Kingdom of God. Solomon
wrote, “ Go, et your breed withjoy, and
drink your winewith amerry heart; for
God has dready accepted your works.
Letyour garmentsalwaysbewhite, and

“You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11).

the man who endures temptation; for
when he has been approved, he will
receivethecrown of lifewhichtheLord
has promised to those who love Him”
(James 1:12). During a time of trial,
Chrigtianscan experiencejoy by looking
beyond the trial or obstacle, redizing
that God isin the process of perfecting
their faith. Jesus Christ endured the cru-
cifixionandtheshameassociated withit

let your head lack no ail. Live joyfully
withthewifewhomyouloved| thedays
of your vainlifewhichHehasgivenyou
under the sun, al your days of vanity;
for thatisyour portioninlife, andinthe
labor whichyou performunder thesun”
(Ecclesiastes 9:7-9). As Chrigtians we
should experiencejoy inthemany bless-
ingsthat God hasgiven us.

We should rejoice for the preaching

of thegospel. Lukerecordedinthebook
of Actsthat the city of Samariaexperi-
enced great joy when Philip came to
them preaching thegospel (Acts8:5-8).
The gpogtle Paul wroteto the churchin
Philippi that he rejoiced for the preach-
ing of thegospe regardiessof themotive
(Philippians 1:12-18). Christ instructed
the Pharisees and scribes through the
parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin
and the prodigal son to rejoice when
someonerepents(Luke15). TheChurch
continues to preach the gospel to the
world and people are continuing to
respond to that messege and therefore
we should rejoice! The apostle Paul
informed the members in Philippi that
he experienced joy in praying for them
(Philippians 1:3-5). We can experience
joy as we pray for one another. John
wrote that he experienced great joy in
hearing that members he knew contin-
uedtoremainin thetruth (3 John 4).

Thesearejust some of thewaysthat
Christians can experience lasting joy.
You may have noticed that real joy
involvestouching thelives of othersin
apositive way. It's the way of giving,
sharing and outflowing concernfor oth-
ers. Joy followsloveasafruit of God's
Spiritand theexpression of lovebrings
redl joy toour lives. un
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Let's Meet, Greet, Welcome and Love Everyone

m [s your congregation
cold or welcoming? A
spiritual stumbling block
or a warm place to grow?
You can make a difference!

by Don Hooser

Every oneof usinthe Church of God
can be a one-person welcoming com-
mittee at church services and activi-
ties—a goodwill ambassador for the
Church and for Jesus Christ. Everyone
enjoys and benefits from receiving
friendly greetings, but it is especialy
important that some—likevisitors, new
people, shy people, depressed people,
lonely people—receivelotsof friendly
greetingsplusreal love.

The Bible places great emphasison
fellowshipping and giving to others,
both of which require spending time
with others. Much of this can be done
merely by arriving early for servicesor
staying a while afterwards or, prefer-
ably, both.

How important isal this?Very! It's
alabor of love—part of thegiveway of
life. Over theyears, | haveheard count-
less comments about how friendly or
unfriendly acongregationis. And often
the comment isbased on only onevis-
it! Thejudgment isoften based on how
many people come up to talk with the
visitor.

Admittedly, sometimes the combi-
nation of circumstances gives the
wrong impression. For example, avis-
itor may come to a generaly friendly
congregation, but on that particular
Sabbath, hardly anyonetakstothevis-
itor. 1t makes one think that Satan
sometimesinfluencescircumstancesso
that everyoneishusy at something else
when avisitor shows up. So let’s pray
about it and do our best not to et any-
one“fall through the cracks!”

Certainly, therearemany conditions
which can restrict one's fellowship-
ping. One may have time-consuming
congregationa duties, hedlth problems,
small children to care for, transporta
tion problems or a spouse pressuring
the member to return home quickly.
God certainly knowsthesethings—just
do the best you can.

We’re Glad to Have You
Here

If you are new to the congregation
yourself, don't let that hold you back.
Meeting and trying to get to know oth-
ersisaway you can servefromthevery
dart. If youareshy, | certainly sympa-
thize with those feelings. But pray for
help and step out on faith. It means a
great deal to have someone say some-
thing simple like, “Hi. My name is

. What is yours? We're glad
tohaveyou here” Meeting peoplewill
get easier, and you will experience the
joy of giving of yourself.

It often is difficult to pull ourselves
away from our best friends to get
around to others. It'simportant to nur-
tureour closerelationships. But please
taketimeto greet and get to know oth-

ers, someof whomdon't yet haveclose
friendsinthecongregation. Infact, you
can say to your good friend, “Let’'sgo
say hello to that person.” And then the
two or three of you can go together to
spesk to the newer person. Remember
what Jesussaid, “And if you greet your
brethren [“friends’ in margin] only,
what do you do more than others? Do
not even the tax collectors do so?’
(Matthew 5:47).

Besides Hisdiscipleswhom Hewas
training, with whom did Jesus spend
most of His time? With those who
needed Hishelp. And wecan be Chrigt-
like servants without neglecting our
friends.

“Greet Every Saint”

Many scripturesrelatetothissubject,
especialy scriptures about love for
neighbor. The Greek word aspazomai
istrandated 14 timesinthe KV of the
New Testament as* greet” and 32times
as“sdute” In the NKJV, virtudly all
46 placesaretrandated “greet.” Inmost
of those places, the writer is exhorting
the saints to greet one another. In
Philippians 4:21, Paul says, “Greet
every saintin Christ Jesus”

Paul and Peter admonished, “ Greet
oneanother withaholy kiss’ (Romans
16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Corinthi-
ans 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; 1
Peter 5:14). For us, these verses mean
greet one another in a manner appro-
priate to our culture, to your relation-
ship and in amanner that iswarm and
friendly. A verbal greetingwithasmile
and eyecontactisthemainthing. Inthe
Church today, we commonly shake
hands, and sometimesahug or akisson
the cheek is appropriate. Just remem-
ber that 46 times we are told to greet
oneanother!

In3John 14, John writes, “ Greet the
friendsby name.” Peopleredlly appre-
ciate it when we try to remember and
usethelr names.

L eaders need friends and friendli-
nesstoo! “ Greet dl thosewholead you,
and al the saints’” (Hebrews 13:24,
margin).

We are exhorted in the New Testa
ment to be hospitable—in fact to be
“given to hospitality” (Romans 12:13;
1 Timothy 3:2). Thisdoesn't just refer
tohaving peopleinto our homes. Every
week we can al be a“reception com-
mittee” to make everyone feel wel-
come, respected and loved. Wecan help
new peopleand visitorsfed “at home’
inour church halls and activities and
“part of thefamily”

Hospitality: Love of
Strangers

In the New Testament, the Greek
word for hospitality is philoxenia,
which literally means “love of
strangers’ (“strangers’ canrefer tofor-
eigners but aso to visitors and new
attendees). Now consider the impor-
tance of how we treat “strangers’:
“ThentheKingwill say tothoseon His
right hand, ‘ Come, you blessed of My
Father, inherit the kingdom . . . for |
was hungry and you gave Me food; |
was thirsty and you gave Me drink; |

Our congregations and we as individuals will be judged by God as to how we care for the “little ones”
that God has been calling and working with for a long time to bring them to the point of attending
church services.

was a stranger and you took Mein'”
(Matthew 25:34-35).

Let'sfocusfor amoment on, “I was
hungry and you gaveMefood.” Part of
hospitdity isofferingfood and drink to
guests, and people who come to our
churchservicesareour “guests” A con-
gregation that is able to serve snacks
and has occasiona potluck meals not
only is considered hospitable, but the
food goesalong way in promoting and
enhancing convividity and fellowship.
Therearelotsof examplesinthe Bible
about believers “breaking bread”
together, and gathering for meals and
feadting.

It's extremely important for parents
to teach these principles to their chil-
dren, and to teach their children to be
not only respectful but friendly to peo-
pleof al ages!

Our congregations and we as indi-
viduals will be judged by God as to
how we care for the “little ones’ that
God hasbeen calling and working with
for along time to bring them to the
point of attending church services.
“Whoever receives onelittle child [lit-
eral child or childin thefaith] likethis
inMy namereceivesMe. But whoever
causes one of these little ones who
believe in Meto sin [literdly “stum-
ble"], it would be better for him if a
millstone were hung around his neck,
and he were drowned in the depth of
thesed” (Matthew 18:5-6).

Cold Congregation—
Spiritual Stumbling Block

The impression—right or wrong—
that a congregation is cold has often
been aspiritua stumbling block to peo-
ple.

Consider the following: Some who
attend our services have no strong
commitment to one particular congre-
gation or even to the United Church of
God. SometimesaUCG member will
switch to another UCG congregation
nearby because hefedsitisfriendlier.
More serious for UCG iswhen some-
oneturns to another church organiza-

tion becauseitscongregationisfriend-
lier.

Even more seriousiswhen someone
decideschurchesarenot thewarm, lov-
ing placesthat they are supposed to be
and decides to stay home every Sab-
bath. Worse till is when someone
decides Christians are no more loving
than anyone else and decides to reject
Christianity and the Bible altogether.
All of these things happen. I've heard
many examples.

We can fault some of the peoplein
theexamplesabovefor being too quick
to judge or being wesk spiritually. But
aren't they correct in looking for a
groupthat hasdeeplovefor everyonein
the group? Didn't Jesus say, “By this
al will know that you areMy disciples,
if you havelovefor oneanother” (John
13:35)?

“Bestow Greater Honor”

Consider 1 Corinthians 12, abeautti-
ful chapter that compares the Body of
Christwithahumanbody. A mgjor les-
sonisthat every single member of the
Body of Christ (and those being called
by God to be a part of the Body) is
important to God and should beimpor-
tanttoall of us.

How do we apply verses 23 and 24,
which say, “And those members of the
body which we think to be less honor-
able, on these we bestow grester hon-
or; and our unpresentable parts have
greater modesty, but our presentable
partshave no need. But God composed
thebody, having given greater honor to
that part which lacksit.” Following are
some examples.

If aperson isnew or isvisting, he
needsextraattention to get over hisner-
vousness and to feel welcome and at
home. Hemust not fed likeheisbeing
treated asan “outsider” in acongrege-
tionfull of cliques. Infact, itisvital that
he soon feel needed.

If a person is sick or having some
other major trial, that person needs
extraprayers by the brethren. He dso
needs the comfort and encouragement

of cards, calls, E-mailsand sometimes
assigtance.

If a person is having a temporary
financid trid, prayers and encourage-
ment are needed, and sometimesfinan-
cia or physicd giftsor loans. If aper-
son is shy, he or she needs extra
attentiontodraw himout. If apersonis
lonely, he needs peoplewhowant to be
truefriends. If aperson doesn't fed he
or sheisattractiveinlooksor personal-
ity, make that person feel respected,
liked and loved. If a person needs
help—help.

Hospitality and love should extend
beyond the services. For many people,
especidly single people, Saturday
evenings are often the loneliest times
whennoonehasinvitedthemtogoany-
wherewith them. Theuplift of achurch
serviceisoften partly spoiled whenitis
followed by alondly and depressing Sat-
urday evening. Weall, and especialy our
single people, have awonderful oppor-
tunity and responsibility for initiating
socid plansand theninviting everyone!
(I don’t meen inviting everyone in one
evening necessaily.)

All of theaboveareexamplesof how
“there should beno schism[“division”
in the margin] in the body, but that the
membersshould havethe samecarefor
oneancther” (1 Corinthians12:25). It's
wonderful tobeintheBody of Christ—
toloveand beloved.

The next chapter isthe Love Chap-
ter, which says, “[If 1] have not love, |
am nothing.”

Pray every week that God will fully
use you to reach out to, love and edify
others. Let'smeet, greet, welcomeand
love everyone. Let’'swork at being a
loving spiritual brother or sister to
everyonewithin our congregation. And
then our Father will be pleased.

“Weknow that we have passed from
death to life, because we love the
brethren” (1 John 3:14).

“By thiswe know love, because He
laid down Hislifefor us. And we aso
ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren” (1 John 3:16). un
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God’s Plan to Make Us—and the Universe—Sin-Free

m Sin and evil are but a
momentary stain on the
fabric of eternity. God's
plan, as revealed in the
Holy Days, shows how sin
will ultimately be
completely removed.

by Robert Berendt

The book of John begins with a
timethat he describesas*inthe begin-
ning.” These three words also are
found in the first verse of the Bible
(Genesis 1:1). This beginning was a
period in which sin and evil simply
did not exist. Everything wassin-free.

There is no mention of how long
this condition existed, but we could
say it was for eternity into the past
(though we can't understand what that
means). No one was plotting and
scheming and no one was jealous or
angry. No one was in disagreement
and no one felt unjustly treated.
Everywhere one looked there was
peace and harmony—atrue paradise.

Our Creator is constantly praised
for the magnitude of His creation. In
Psalm 104 we read that the heavens

Enter Evil

Into paradise, the first signs of
rebellion, sin and evil erupted.
Ezekiel 28:15-18 points to sin and
violence, pride, greed and vanity,
which corrupted wisdom and
brought forth the wrath of God. Itis
of interest to contempl ate that before
this moment, God Himself had not
experienced the feeling of regret,
sorrow, anger and wrath—but that is
another subject.

Verse 16 reveals that God acted to
rid His heaven of this evil. He cast
Lucifer totheearthaongwith all who
turned to sin and evil among the
angels, apparently athird (Revelation
12:4). Thefallen angelswerenot cre-
ated evil, but their character must have
contained the possibility of change.
God does not change, but angels
could and did. Thefallen third would
not regain their positions (Jude 6).

The Seeds of Sin Spread
When God created Adam and Eve
inthe Garden of Eden, that beautiful
placewasalso asin-freelocation for
ashort time. This condition did not
last long because Satan was allowed
to enter the garden. Sin appeared in
this little paradise and once again,

God knew that we could not overcome the influence of evil on our
own. God provided a Savior for mankind, whose sacrifice would
provide forgiveness to those who repent as well as making available
the awesome gift of the Holy Spirit.

were stretched out like a curtain
(verse 2). God in His wisdom made
all things (verse 4). In Job 38:4-7 we
aretold that the angels of God shout-
ed for joy at the creation. What a
scene of sin-free utopian conditions!

Ezekiel 28:12-14 describes the gen-
erousgiftsGod lavished upon Hisangel
Lucifer. This glimpse reveds the value
God placedondl of Hisangels. Though
littleisreveded, we see ascene of sin-
free coexistence and productive work,
filled with joy, complete unity and the
total absenceof sinor evil.

God acted. It turns out that God can
use the experience of sin and evil in
the process of bringing into exis-
tence children who would be like
Him. They would learn to hate evil
(Psalm 97:10; Zechariah 8:17).

In 1 John 3:8 it explainsthat Satan
has been sinning since the beginning,
that he causes sin and that Christ’s
purpose is to erase and destroy sin.
Verse 9 clearly statesthat onewho is
born of God doesnot sin—cannot sin.
God cannot sin because He is God.
Oncehumansarefully likeHim, they

too cannot sin (1 John 3:2, 9).
Humans need to be changed through
aresurrection to spirit (1 Corinthians
15:50-54).

The earth became corrupt before
God (Genesis 6:11). God set His
hand to slow things down, but the
complete removal of corruption, sin
and violence has not yet taken place.
God does control the speed of events
for His good purpose. We do know
that the evil angels are restrained
(Jude 6), but they are not erased
from the scene of mankind's exis-
tence. It seems they are not free to
wander at will in the universe or in

1,000 years the earth will be freed of
theimpulsegiven by these evil beings
(Revelation 20:3). Still, al possibili-
ty of sin will not be removed. God's
plan to develop sons and daughters
will continue and that requires free
choice, which carrieswith it the pos-
sihbility of sin.

Still, a condition of peace and
learning will take place on earth, as
portrayed through the Feast of Taber-
nacles. Isaiah 2:3 tells of the law
going out from Zionand peoplelearn-
ing God'sway of living. Perhaps the
sin-free condition will only be partial
in the beginning, but the earth will no

At this point, all will have been restored—that is, a completely
sin-free state will once again exist. God has come full circle with
His work. This plan is complete and other plans will fall into place.
God states that of the growth of His government there will be no

end (Isaiah 9:7).

heaven, but must remain on this
earth. Satan does have limited access
to God'sthrone as shown by thefirst
chapter of Job.

God knew what He was doing
when He put humans in the domain
of thefallen angels. He knew that we
could not overcome the influence of
evil on our own. God provided a Sav-
ior for mankind, whose sacrifice
would provide forgiveness to those
who repent as well as making avail-
able the awesome gift of the Holy
Spirit. Along with this came an edu-
cation process that would lead to
humans forming God's holy and
righteous character. People would
beginto think like God—to think like
Christ. These stepsin God's plan are
represented in His festivals of
Passover, Unleavened Bread and Pen-
tecost.

The Instigator Removed

In the process of time, Jesus Christ
will return to earth (as pictured by the
Feast of Trumpets) and remove Satan
and the demons (a time pictured by
the Day of Atonement). For about

longer be full of sin and corruption.
Humans will still fight emotions,
ignorance and will be developing
character. If aperson plansasin, it
seems avoice will remind him to act
according to the teachings of God
(Isaiah 30:20-21).

It will be a remarkable world for
about 1,000 years—but not perfect.
The sin-free conditions that existed
before the angels were created will
not yet be fully restored. Neverthe-
lessin parts of the Bible like Isaiah
11 this period of timeisrecorded as
atime of peace and happiness. This
1,000 years could be described as
paradise.

At the end of the 1,000 years (the
Millennium), the peaceful scenewill
once again be shattered. Sin will
again appear in paradise. Satan will
be released and allowed to do his
work among mankind once again
(Revelation 20:7-10). It seems hard
to believe that mankind will once
againfall prey tothewilesof thisevil
being, but that will happen. God
allows these events and, though He
steps in quickly, it is obvious that

God'screationisnot yet sin-free. As
long as human beings exist, the
potential for sin exists and thus sin
doesexist. The carnal—that is natur-
al, fleshly—mind is enmity against
God (Romans 8:7).

God'swork goes on as the masses
who have never had a chance come
up inasecond resurrection, pictured
by the Last Great Day. God still has
work to do to complete the lists of
those who receive eternal life (Rev-
elation 20:15). ItisGod's desire that
all men should be saved, but there
will be some who will fail and will
experience the second death. (For
more details about the second resur-
rection and the meanings of al the
Holy Days, read God's Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All
Mankind.)

At last thetime hascomewhen the
power behind rebellion and evil will
be restrained for eternity. These evil
spirit forces will be cast from God's
creation forever (Jude 13). Therewill
be no more humansto save. Firewill
purify the earth and God the Father
will dwell with man in His New
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:1-4).
There are no more fleshly men, only
the immortal, sin-free children of
God.

Restoration to a Sin-Free
State

At this point, al will have been
restored—that is, a completely sin-
free state will once again exist. God
has come full circle with His work.
Thisplaniscomplete and other plans
will fall into place. God states that of
the growth of His government there
will beno end (Isaiah 9:7).

God has given many signsto prove
His involvement. Humans need to
yield to His hand. He will make of
each one a vessel to His glory and
honor. The future is beyond our
wildest dreams. It will be ours when
we learn to hate sin and strive for a
sin-free existence, allowing God to
work in our heartsand minds. un

Good Works Program to “Help Coordinate the Many Expressions of Love”

“Good Works,” continued from
page 1

there be no further restrictions other
thanto say “International Fund” either
on the memo line of their check or an
accompanying note. It is best not to
further designate the contribution by
country, since, asdescribed above, the
ongoing needs of those areas have
aready been budgeted, both in the
income and expense budgets.
Itispossiblethat morecontributions
could be received as designated for a
particular country than there are legit-
imate needs or ways to responsibly
spend the monies in that particular
country. Insuch cases, if thedonor des-
ignatesthefundsasonly to beused for
that particular country or region of the

world, the Churchisin the position of
having funds that it cannot use, thus
potentially depriving other areas of
those funds.

Torepest, if individualswishto give
or continue giving cash offerings to
help finance the efforts to help mem-
bers (and carry out the ongoing work
of the Church), they may contributeto
the already-established “Assistance
Fund” and/or the*“ International Fund”
(without specifying aparticular coun-
try or region).

What’s New—the Church’s
“Good Works Program”

The new “ Good Works Program” is
intended to provide an organized way
for brethren to help others in the
Church who face unusual, emergency

situationsthat could not be anticipated
or budgeted for. The intent of the pro-
gramisto makethesesituationsknown
to the Church, and to coordinate the
distribution of fundsthat areraised by
congregations or groups in fund-rais-
ing efforts.

We do not ask that tithes and offer-
ingsbedirected tothisprogram, for the
reasons given above. Instead, if con-
gregations or groups within a congre-
gation wish to engage in specia fund-
raising efforts (for example, car
washes, garage sales, candy or fruit
sdes, etc.), and dedicate someor dl of
the proceeds of those effortsfor oneor
more specid needs that arise and are
publicized as “ Good Works Projects’
by the Church (viathe Church’'s Web
Site), then thosefundsshould besentin

a separate check to the home office.
The coordinator will seetoit that they
are then passed aong to the appropri-
atedesignees. Oncesufficient fundsfor
aparticular project or need arereceived
and passed along, that project will be
removed from the Web site.

Tomakethisprogramwork smooth-
ly, we ask that the following steps be
followed by those wishing to help.

1. Read the list of projects on the
soon-to-be-established “ Good Works
Program” page of the Church’s Web
site. The site address will be
WWW.ucg.org/goodworks.

2. Discuss fund-raising efforts with
thelocal pastor.

3. Engageinthefund-raising efforts,
and makeit clear that the effort issep-
arate from tithes and offerings.

4. Send a check to the home office
(payable to “United Church of God")
to the attention of “Tom Kirkpatrick,
Coordinator of Good WorksProgram,”
indicating the project or projects that
the funds were dedicated to. Please
indicateinanotethat accompaniesthe
check that any surplusfunds (over and
above the amounts needed to meet the
needsof that particular project) canbe
used to help with other “Good Works
Program” projects. Otherwise, the
Churchwill needto returnthesurplus.

Again, thank you, brethren, for your
generosity and desire to help our
brethren facing emergency needs. Your
assistance in following these proce-
dureswill help your aid to reach those
in need as quickly and efficiently as
possible. un
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First Impressions

Our Sabbath services are family get-togethers
with spiritual lessonsfor al of us. What canwedo
to make our guests as well as our brethren feel
morewel come each Sabbath?We can help others
fedl right at home and part of our family!

Yes, firstimpressionsareimportant, especially
when greeting anewcomer to your local congre-
gation!

Hereat the LosAngeles, Cdifornia, congrega:
tion, we have a greeter program. Aswe hand out
songhooks and church announcements, we have
the pleasure of welcoming al who come in our
door, wishing them “Happy Sabbath” with a
cheerful smile! Whether they aremembersor vis-
itors,wewant al tofed at home. Strangersor vis-
itorsare given an extraspecial welcomeand invit-
ed to sign our guest book that's close at hand.

Somehelpful tipsfor greeting guestsand mem-
bers:

A successful day begins at home. Ask God
to blessthefelowship for that day and He' Il help
you do your best when and where needed.

* Letanattitudeof humility shinethroughinall
you do. “Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem othersbetter than himself” (Philippi-
ans2:3).

 Helpothersfed vauableandimportant with
your smile and warm handshake.

* Let your welcome be brief and always be
availableto help.

» Remember senior citizens since most live
aone a home—many of them love abig hug.

« Helpeveryonefed part of God'sonebigfam-
ily!

 Keepreaching out with your heart. Whenyou
love others, they’Il love you right back.

Inour hurried and fast-paced world, thingshave
become moreimportant than people. Let'sdothe
unusua and take time to extend the right hand of
fellowship. A smile says: “I love and care about
you.” Abe Lincoln once said, “A day spent help-
ing no one but yoursdlf isaday wasted.”

Therefore, that first impression can count by
helping everyonefed a homeand we come, espe-
cidly the strangers among us. “Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have
unwittingly entertained angels’ (Hebrews 13:2).

Sherry Michaud
LosAngeles, California, congregation

“There's the Miracle
Lady”

Many medica doc-
torsdon't liketo men-
tiontheintervention of
God when it involves
the surviva of one of
their patients. | heard
it for the first time
when Darlene, my i .
wife, went to see her Darlene and Bill Ennis
heart speciaist for afollow-up gppointment.

Both heart doctorsgreet her eachand every time
by saying, “ There'sthe Miracle Lady.”

Duringthe 18 daysinthehospita waitingfor the
right time to place a defibrillator near Darlene's
heart to keep it from stopping, Darlene’sheart quit
five different times.

Thefirst timeher heart stopped, it cameback on
its own. The second time, the nurses came to get
me, asthey thought she was deceased. Our pastor,
Victor Kubik, cameinand gaveaquick prayer, and
amazingly her heart started besting.

Thedoctorsimmediately transferred Darleneto
ahospita wherethey had the necessary equipment
totakecareof her.

During the next few days, Darlene's heart
stopped three more times. She was on a ventilator
for ashort timewith no hope of placing adefibril-
lator in her, when oneof the heart specidistsdecid-
ed that ahigher being waswatching over Darlene,
and that it would be OK to take the chance.

The doctors and the hospita staff were amazed
to see Darleneleave the hospital on her owninitia
tive. Darlenedtill hasawesk heart muscle, but God
made surethat shetill haslife.

Thank you doctors, thank you Mr. Kubik and,
mogt of al, thank you God.

Bill Ennis
Lafayette, Indiana, congregation

Quotable Quotes

Debhie Ash of the Houston North, Texas, con-
gregation saw theseanonymousquotationsonsigns
and on the Web:

“Help fight truth decay—brush up on God's
Word.”

“Pdienceisavirtuethat carriesalot of wait!”

“Forbidden fruits creste many jams”

“Evenamosquito needsto work beforeit getsa
daponitsback”

Small Kids, Small Car:
Tips for a Fun Feast Trip

With three small children, ages 3, 7 and 10, and
avery small car, wetry tomakethetriptothe Feast
as enjoyable as possible. Below are some of the
things we've found that helped make travel eesier
and morefun for the cutest membersof thefamily.
Of coursethereare many other productsand many
freefun thingsaswell, but these are ones our chil-
drenliked:

Best Travel Activity Book Ever! (Rand McNally,
$3.95). Thishook isfull of puzzles, mazes, riddles
and much more.

TheMost Incredible, Outrageous, Packed-to-the-
Gills, Bulging-at-the-Seams Sicker Book You've
Ever Seen (editorsof Klutz Press, $10.36). All three
kids literally spent every extraminute in the car
silently playing with thisbook.

Imaginetics: License Plate Game (www.cam-
bitoys.com, $7.99). This magnetic toy alowsyou
to look for license plates from different states on
theway and put them on the magnetic car board.

Shari Fooshe
Nashville, Tennessee, congregation

From the Proverbs: The
Apple of Your Eye

Proverbsisoneof themost fascinating booksof
theOld Testament, and itsteachingsareeven more
relevant in today’s world than they were when it
waswritten.

Oneof my favorites, amost thought-provoking
proverb, isProverb 7:2: “ Keep my commandsand
live, and my law astheappleof your eye” (empha
sis added). The term apple of your eyeisan old
one, first used in Scripture in the Song of Moses
in Deuteronomy 32:10. Today it evokesimagesof
somethingwearefond of or lovedearly. Butinthe
Hebrew, it had a deeper, richer meaning. Ving's
hasthisto say: “The ‘appl€’ isthe most precious
and most securely guarded part of theeye. It feds

most intensely the least injury; the loss of it is
irreparable”

Do we treat God's law as the “most precious
and mogt securely guarded part” of our lives?We
should, just as we closely guard our eyes from
smoke, dust and foreign objects, and wouldn’t
dreamof putting just any old thingin them, asthey
fedl “most intensely theleast injury.”

Areweso careful with our beliefs?Dowea low
any idle wind of doctrine that comes along to
injure the beliefswe hold dear? Our ministersgo
over the same subjects again
and again because they are so
easly forgotten, so easily sub-
ject to injury through neglect.
Jesus Chrigt, who inspired the
Proverbs, echoed thisthemein
Matthew 13:45-46 when He
likened the Kingdom to a
“merchant seeking beautiful
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warning signd that weareinsufficiently connect-
ed to our fellow human beings. It's not sinful to
feel lonely—but it's meant to motivate us to
change, not something that must be sacrificialy
endured.

We were not made for isolation from human
contact, but for deep, intimate rel ationships (Gen-
€5is2:18).

As Christians, we are to love one another as
family (Romans 12:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1
Peter 1:22; 3:8; 1 John 4:7, 11). Our connected-
ness to Christ and each other is
likened to being various parts of
onehuman body (Ephesians4:16; 1
Corinthians 12:12-26), and Paul
specificaly pointsout that we need
each other (1 Corinthians 12:21).

Thenotionthat weshould beiso-
lated from human relationshipsand
relate only to God comes from the

pearls, who, when he had
found oneof great price, went and sold dll that he
had and bought it Healso cautionsusnot to“ cast
[our] pearlsbefore swineg” (Matthew 7:6). Why?
Because pearls are not indestructible or easily
replaced. Why take chances with something so
precious?

Also, Ving'ssaid “theloss of it isirreparable”
That's a disturbing word, irreparable. Beyond
repair. Welose our eyesight and weareblind ever
afterward. Are we as concerned with losing our
spiritua eyesight?Weshould be, for toloseGod's
law from our heartsismuch more permanent than
this physical body. Thankfully we have aloving
God who “delights in mercy” (Micah 7:18) and
whoisquick toforgive us, upon repentance, every
timewedlip or take Hislawsfor granted.

Solet’sapply Proverbs7:2 and keep God'slaw
asthe“appleof our eye”

LaynePartin

Interconnected Laws

“For He who said, ‘Do not commit adultery,
asosaid, ‘Do not murder.” Now if you donot com-
mit adultery, but you do murder, you havebecome
atransgressor of thelaw” (James2:11).

Doesthis scripture make senseto you? Do you
believeitistrue?If so, then you must dso believe
that the Sabbath commandment (part of the same
Ten Commandments) is still binding, for other-
wisethisscripture hasno credibility. Think about
it.

Bill Wassner,
Garden Grove, California, congregation

God Is Not Creating a
Race of Hermits

God isinthe process of building aloving fam-
ily—not a scattered race of hermits. We were
made to have deep, caring friendships with our
physical and spiritual family members. God
designed usto have the feding of lonelinessasa

gnosticnotionthat thephysical uni-
verseisevil and that to attain ahigher spirituaity
wehaveto disconnect fromthematerial worldand
concentrate purely on God. This idea prevents
healing in Christians who desperately need to
grow intheir ability to relate to others.

Christ lived among us, and suffered asahuman
being, so that He could experiencefirsthand what
itislikefor us. He gained a deeper dimension of
compassion for us through this experience
(Hebrews 4:15; 5:8). By learning to deeply love
othersand have compassion for them, wegrowin
oneof God'smostimportant character traits. This
is one reason for the existence of the Church
(Romans 1:12; 2 Corinthians 1:4).

God does not do everything Himself. He gives
usopportunitiesto participateinwhat Heisdoing
andtogrow inHisways—by working through us
(2 Corinthians 7:6).

Learning to love others is part of learning to
love God (1 John 4:20).

We were made for deep, satisfying friend-
ships—with God and our fellow human beings.

Jay Turner
San Jose, California, congregation

A Map to Life

TheTen Commandmentsareamaptolife—the
right road. Go thisway and you won't get lost. No
dead ends, no broken bridges or deep gullies, no
abrupt steep cliffs.

Thisisnot agrumpy old man saying, “You doiit
my way or else” but aloving Father telling you the
rightway, looking out for you. Just asaloving moth-
er holds you tight and kisses away the bumps and
scratches, so Godisamilliontimesmoreloving. He
heslived forever; HE's" beenthere” soto spesk. He
doesn't make mistakes aswe do. Even our parents,
whotry todod thingsfor our good, makemistakes,
inlove. But our Father God doesn't.

Sometimesthere aretests, but we have had tests
in school too. Jugt study alittle harder and you'll
makeA's

MarieLisson
Callinsville, llinois, congregation

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Do You Go Away for a Week for a “Feast”?

The Feast of Tabernaclesisoneof seven annual festivalsgiven by God to ancient Israel that were
also kept by Jesus Christ, the apostles and the New Testament Church (L eviticus 23:39-43; John
7:1-14; Acts 18:21). Jesus Christ's role is the central theme of God's festivals, which reveal the
sequence of eventsin His plan.

The Bible shows that the Feast of Tabernacleswill be observed by all mankind during Christ’s
1,000-year reign on earth, which it pictures (Zechariah 14:16-19; Revelation 20:4). Then the many
prophecies of an unprecedented time of peace and prosperity will befulfilled (Isaiah 2:2-4; 11:1-
9; 35:1-10).

For More Information: Fundamental Beliefs of the United Church of God; God's Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind; Holidaysor Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days
e Keep?; and Bible Sudy Course Lesson 12 “God's Festivals: Keysto Humanity’s Future.”
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God’s Plan, Star Trek and You!

m Science fiction is only a
springboard for the
ultimate reality God has in
store for us. This true story
is for children—human
children in United as well
as all the children of God.

by Joe Sheperd

Most of usknow of or have viewed
various Sar Trek adventures. We're
familiar with Mr. Spock, Captain Kirk
and his successor Captain Picard, and
the android Data. “Beam us up, Scot-
ty,” is understood around the world.
Star Trek clubs, with thousandsof fans
holding annual conventions, abound.

In the real world, man has traveled
at over 18,000 miles an hour, been on
the moon and explored Marsviacom-
puter-robot technol ogy. Today, science
fictionisvery popular. Audienceslove
moviesshowing superhumanssolving
incredible problemsin aworld where
man has achieved intelligence and
power to handle almost anything. But,
weall know, it'sonly fiction!

Yet, thereisan expressionthat “truth
isstranger than fiction.” Whenit comes
to the plan of God for man, truth is
indeed “ stranger than fiction” to most.
To God's people, however, the future
that awaitssurpassesanything the Star-
ship Enterprise crew experienced or
accomplished. Let'smake afew com-
parisonsand see.

Warp 10 Versus the Speed
of Thought

Today, in spite of the tremendous
advances in transportation, we spend
many hours traveling—even days.
From North America to Europe can
take10to 12 hours. But the Enterprise
travelsat speedsof upto“warp 10" In
justafew hours, withagrest “whoosh”
surpassing light-speed, they reach a
distant star.

Now, let'scompare thisto the speed
Christ traveled after His resurrection.
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!” Sheturned
and said to Him, ‘Rabboni!” (whichis
to say, Teacher). Jesussaid to her, ‘Do
not cling to Me, for | have not yet
ascended to My Father; but go to My
brethren and say to them, “I am
ascending to My Father and your
Father, andto My God and your God.”’

“Then, the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when
thedoorswereshut wherethedisciples

were assembled, for fear of the Jews,
Jesuscameand stood inthemidst, and
said to them, ‘Peace be with you'”
(John 20:16-17, 19).

Here, Christ traveled to the Father's
throneinthethird heaven and returned
thesameday! Thisistravel at the speed
of thought. The sons and daughters of
God will be able to do this—imagine
it! Thewarp 10 speed of the Enterprise
would beamere* snail’space” incom-
parison.

“Beam Us Up”

“Beam us up, Scotty,” was a fre-
quent command onthe Enterprise. The
Star Trek creatorsimagined afictional
technology that disassembles body
molecules, atoms and chromosomes,
then transports and reassembles them
into the same person, or same matter,
in split seconds.

In the Bible, we see the redlity.
Christ was “beamed away” and back
again, right through solid walls. Hedid
not need to be dematerialized. He
could simply travel right through mat-
ter. “Now it cameto pass, asHe sat at
thetablewiththem, that Hetook bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. Then their eyeswere opened and
they knew Him; and Hevanished from
theirsight . . .Now asthey saidthese
things, Jesus Himself stood in the
midst of them, and said to them, * Peace
toyou™ (Luke24:30-31, 36, emphasis
added throughout). Thediscipleswere
terrified by the sudden appearance of
Christ intheroom, thinking they were
seeing aghost.

Limitless Power

The incredible weapons of the
Enterprise can stun, kill and vaporize.
Photon torpedoes can atomize aspace-
ship aslarge asan aircraft carrier.

But the reality is even more stun-
ning. When the sixth trumpet blows,
announcing the return of Jesus Christ,
anarmy of 200 million will be assem-
bled to resist Christ. Zechariah 14:12
tells us, “And this shal be the plague
with which the Lord will strike &l the
peoplewho fought against Jerusalem:
Their flesh shall dissolve while they
stand ontheir feet, their eyesshal dis-
solveinthelr sockets, and their tongues
shall dissolve in their mouths” This
vast, unprecedented great army . . .
gonein seconds; not by aweapon but
by limitless power used in alimited
way.

Just as great a demonstration of
God's limitless power is seen in
Joshua 10:12-13: “On the day the

Many dream of the ability to “boldly go where no man has gone before.” God offers a reality beyond the wildest
dreams of science fiction writers (photo © 2003 wwuw.clipart.com)

Lord gavetheAmoritesover to Isral,
Joshua said to the LoRD in the pres-
enceof Isragl: ‘O sun, stand still over
Gibeon, O moon, over the Valley of
Aijalon. Sothesun stood still, and the
moon stopped, till the nation avenged
itself onitsenemies’ (NIV).

Thispower somehow, miraculously,
stopped the sun and moon’s motion.
God'spower hated thefunction of our
solar system. That kind of power
makes the weapons of the Enterprise
seem puny indeed.

Beyond Rocket Science

Mr. Spock, and his successor, Data,
can solve complex problems quickly.
They have computerlike minds with
incredible knowledge, data and logic
seemingly a their fingertips. Impres-
sve?ltsurely is. Butlet'scomparethis
to God'smind.

In Psalm 147:4-5 we read, “He
countsthenumber of thestars, Hecalls
them all by name. Great is our Lord
and mighty in power; Hisunderstand-
ingisinfinite” Try to imagine this—
every star hasaname!

God has an orderly universe and
knows exactly each heavenly body
occupying alimitlessspace. Let usask,
will Hissonsand daughters, living for-
ever, not also come to know them?

Follow-up to Q&A About Marrying Outside the Faith

Several people responded to the
Q&A published in the July 2003
issue of United News about United
Church of God ministers performing
marriages between a believer and an
unbeliever. We uphold the teaching of
the apostle Paul that we should not be
“unequally yoked together” (2
Corinthians 6:14).

ItisUnited'spolicy that aminister

of UCG should not be performing
marriages between abeliever and an
unbeliever. If aminister believes he
has an exception (for example, a
young person who has grown up in
the Church, but is not yet baptized),
heisto discuss the situation with his
regional pastor for advice before he
officiates at such a wedding. Excep-
tions are rare, but they do come up.

This policy aso prevents an individ-
ual from “shopping around,” which
wasanother concern of somerespon-
dents.

We encourage those interested in
this subject to read the full study
paper, “Marrying Outside the
Faith,” which is on our Web site at
WWW.UCQ.0rg/papers.

Cecil Maranville

King David thought about God's
vast wisdom and power and hesaidin
Psalm 139:17-18 that God's knowl-
edge, wisdom and power cannot be
measured in any human terms. Itisa
wisdom and power perfectly harmo-
nized with love, mercy, compassion
and patience—qualitieswhich humans
lack. Remember, God'sfamily isgoing
tobelikeHim.

Medical Miracles

The doctors of Sar Trek have been
provided with an impressive array of
medical  miracle-instruments.  Just
touch one to a nearly expired person,
and with a “beep-beep,” cells are
regenerated, molecules and DNA put
right and the patient rises, well again.

But how about this? In Luke 22:50-
51 we read, “One of them struck the
servant of the high priegt, cutting off
hisright ear. But Jesus answered, ‘No
more of thisl” And he touched the
man's ear and healed him” (NIV). A
mere touch and he was healed with a
wholeear!

Even more amazingly, we see an
example where simply saying the
words at a distance healed an illness.
In Matthew 8:6-8 a centurion asked
Jesus, “Lord, my servant is lying at
home paralyzed, dreadfully torment-
ed.” Christ offered to go and heal him,
but the centurion replied: “Lord, | am
not worthy that You should come under
my roof. But only spesk aword, and
my servant will be healed”

Remember Lazarus? He had been
dead for four days! The smple words
of Christ were, “Lazarus, comeforth!”
Yes, thiswas Christ, but weseeinActs
9that aman like ourselves, filled with
God's Spirit, raised Tabitha from the
dead. Thisis apower that createslife.
It is God's power, in this case, shown
through one of His servants.

While it's very difficult for us to

envision the awesome future God is
preparing for His children, He does
give us inspiring glimpses that let us
seeitin part. “* Eye has not seen, nor
ear heard, nor have entered into the
heart of man thethingswhich God has
prepared for thosewho love Him.!” But
God has revealed them to us through
His Spirit” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10).

Whatever we can envision about our
glorious future, it will be immeasur-
ably surpassed by itsredlity. Try seeing
ourselves in this setting: “Those who
arewise shal shinelikethebrightness
of the firmament; and those who turn
many to righteousness like the stars
forever and ever” (Daniel 12:3). This
was not just hyperbole—Christ Him-
<elf confirmsin Matthew 13:43: “Then
therighteouswill shineforth asthesun
inthekingdom of their Father. Hewho
has earsto hear, let him hear!”

Human technology and achieve-
ments are indeed impressive. In the
voyages of the Enterprise, we see the
crew use powerful weapons to blast
great holes through mountains, travel
at awesome speedsinto vast spaceand
distant planets, heal terrible diseases
and save dien civilizations. As an
immortal, glorified, wise and loving
son or daughter of God, you will be
infinitely faster, moreintelligent, more
powerful, amuch better hedler, teacher,
helper and problem solver than the
crew of the Enterprise, or mankind's
combined science and technology,
could ever imagine.

For most of humanity, truth is
“stranger thanfiction.” But our destiny
isindeed “to boldly go where no man
has gone before” and to do that which
no man has even done, as sons and
daughters of God in joyous service to
Him—forever! un

Joe Sheperd is associate pastor for
the Victoria, British Columbia, con-
gregation.
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Preteens Enjoy
Camp in Oklahoma

This year's preteen camp at Osage
State Park in Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
wasawonderful experiencefor over 90
Saff membersand childrenwho attend-
ed. Thecamperswereexcited and some
were a hit nervous, but that soon
passed.

Thechildrenrangedinagefrom6to
12yearsold. Thecampersenjoyed fish-
ing, swimming, outdoor games, chal-
lengegames, boating, Chrigtian Living
classes and a field trip to Woolaroc
game preserve and museum.

Carol Blackwell and Andrea West
led the kitchen staff. No one left hun-
gry—there was plenty of food to go
around. We also sampled the fish
caught during the week.

A gressefiretarted intherear of the
stove, but Mike Blackwell saved the
day when he cameinwith afireextin-
guisher and put it out. It was very
smoky and extinguisher dust covered
the entire kitchen, so the kitchen staff
had an extra four hours of fire extin-
guisher clean up on Wedneday.

After thefire oneof thekitchen staff
talked with the park ranger. He com-
mented that it was amazing how so
many people could work together in
suchasmall space. Hesaid that if it had
been him, even with a bunch of his
friends trying to do what the staff had
done, they would all have ended up
fighting. He thought we looked likean
assembly line, and he was very
impressed with how dlick, fast and
smoothly the clean up went.

-, There

| were  two
Christian
Living
classes per

Gerald Waterhouse
Golf Weekend
Provides Journey
Down Memory
Lane

The Memoriad Day weekend in
South Florida proved to be ajourney
down memory lane as the West PAm
Beach congregation hosted the First
Annua Gerald Waterhouse Golf Week-
end and Tournament. Visitors from as
far away as Houston, Texas, came to
sharein the fellowship, fun and sport.

The weekend began with a specia

Erinn and Mike Moore, Jim Matthews and Samantha A
Moore won the scramble format tournament as part of that it was a week-

the Gerald Waterhouse Golf Weekend May 25

Sabbath service and a taped message
from DonWaterhouse (Gerald'sbroth-
er) speaking about his brother’s life,
accomplishments and loves. Don
Waterhouse, who is still recovering
from heart ailments, wasunableto per-
sonally attend, but did make hisbroth-
er “cometolife’ for thosewho did not
have the fortune of knowing him per-

Games at preteen camp in
Oklahoma; group photo (photos by
Lorelei Nettles)

ageleve. Thefirst classwasonwords.
Tom Clark said, “They understood
lyingandtaking God'snameinvainare
wrong, but we discussed gossip, put
downs, deceit and disrespect as well.
This age group is wonderful to work
with. They arefilled with wonder and
energy, but still have an innocent
approachtolife”
Asidefrom afew scraped kneesand
a few tired staffers, al went well.
Everyonecameaway with agreat expe-
rience, and new friends who will turn
into old palsat next year'scamp.
Lorelel Nettles

Locdl pastor Roy Demarest—aclose
personal friend and golfing partner of
Mr. Waterhouse—spokein the sermon
about thelack of read heroesintoday’s
world. He mentioned the role Mr.
Waterhousehad playedinbeinga“ red
hero” in Church history through his
energies, effortsand consistency inhis
service to God, His people and to the
calling of preaching the gospel.

After services, the congregation
enjoyed atraditiona potluck and apho-
to display of Mr. Waterhouse's life,
which was donated by his brother for
this specid occasion. Weweredl able
to see the persona side of Mr. Water-
house, with photos of hislife from his
youth, marriage, military service,

“worldtours’ and, yes, golf! Therewas
certainly a great feeling of nostalgia
and loss aswe discussed the great sac-
rifice this man made to God'swork.

On Sunday, the scene changed to a
scrumptious breskfast, and then it was
timeto continuethefellowship and get
ready for aday of golf in 96-degree
weather. Members from many loca
Church of God congregations cameto
enjoy the food and fun and to discuss
their history and memories of Mr.
Waterhouse.

We then made our way to the beau-
tiful Winston Trails Country Club in
Lake Worth, Florida. Though storm
cloudsthreatened al day long, thetour-
nament went off without ahitch.

Mr. Demarest won thelongest drive
and closest-to-the-pin contests. His
prizes were brand-
new Bibles. The
team of Mike,
Samanthaand Erinn
Moore and Jim
Matthews  (who
attendswiththeLiv-
ing Church of God)
won the scramble
format tournament
with a respectable
two over! The day
ended with a deli-
cious mea and
avards.

We al agreed

end that Mr. Water-
house would have
greatly enjoyed. We cannot wait until
next year, but more importantly, we
cannot wait until we can play around
withMr. Waterhouse again someday in
theworld tomorrow.

Mike Moore

Winnipeg
Congregation Says
Good-bye to
Pastor

On June 28, 2003, the Winnipeg,
Manitoba (Canada), congregation said

a sad farewell to Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Luecke. Mr. Luecke pastored the Win-

m -

Winnipeg brethren say good-bye to
Paul and Ronda Luecke June 28

nipeg congregation from 1996 up to
July 2003, and even though he lived
eight hours away in Bismarck, North
Dakota, he was more than willing to
serve the Winnipeg brethren. Thiswas

in addition to pastoring the churchesin
Bismarck and Fargo.

After the Sabbath serviceon June 28,
Mr. and Mrs. Luecke were presented
with a painting by Hubert Theroux, a
well-known Canadian artist. Following
that, everyonehad their lagt visit withthe
Luecke family at the barbecue that
evening.

The Winnipeg brethren are very
thankful to have had Mr. Luecke as
their pastor for the past eight years. He
isan excellent teacher and we appreci-
ated his cam, positive and patient
approach. Wewish him and hisfamily
al the best in Pennsylvania, where he
will pastor the Bethlehem, Harrisburg
and Lewistown congregations.

Mariana Smons

Australia Holds
Third Christian
Leadership
Weekend

The enthusiagtic young adultsin our

ChurchinAugtrdiaenjoyed aweekend
full of “ahas’ over

itual food provided by thespeskers. This
year's theme was maturity. We should
aways be seeking spiritual maturity.

Felicia Stokes, from Melbourne,
summed up the weekend when she
returned: “Leadership weekend was
avesome—focused onmaturity, thedif-
ference between leaders and managers,
stages of life maturity (dependence,
independence, interdependence) and
managing finances and creating a sur-
plus. Very good. Many lessons|earned,
many thingsto be gpplied”

Bruce Dean wrote, “We are encour-
aging these young men and women to
livealifeof growingand maturinginthe
way of God. What istheam?That ‘we
al reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of thefullnessof Christ’ (Eph-
esans4:13,NIV). Inother words, matu-
rity isto be morelike Chrigt.

“So, again, why do we have these
Christian Leadership Weekends? We
want to encourage our young peopleto
learn personal leadership skills—to be
likeDaniel and hisfriendsand beableto
stand for what they believe. We hope
they can grow tobecomechurchleaders
and, most importantly,

the weekend of leadersin the Kingdom
July 4t06. of God!”
ChrigianLead- The weekend was
ership Weekend, topped off with renew-
in its third suc- ing of friendships and
cessful year, has makingof new ones An
quickly becomea encouraging aspect of
highlight in the theweekend wasto see
young adults cal- — " the new young adults
endars. As Peter S}ZSI'anﬂL‘e?dSerjh'p Vxeelt(e?d interactingwiththeold-
Forster  stated, ' SOuth of sydney, Australia er ones. Thebridging of

“The Annua Leadership Weekend just
seems to go from strength to strength,
getting better with each year”

This year's seminar was once again
held at the crisp, fresh Heethcote Scout
Camp, southof Sydney, where32young
adults joined together with eight steff.
This year's speakers included Bill
Eddington, Mark Robertson, Bill Brad-
ford and his wife, Jenny, and Bruce
Dean and hiswife, Jeanette. Kevin and
Anne Sasse provided us with delicious
foodtogodongwiththewonderful spir-

the generation gap and being able to
spend timefellowshipping andlearning
together was encouraging for usall.
Rennie Banham commented that the
four speskers gave excdllent presenta:
tions that were obvioudy wel
researched and thorough, as well as
including anumber of red “ahas’ for the
audience to take home. She added, “I
loved catching up with friends and
making some new ones. What a great
weekend al round!”
Renee Dean

“Recapture Your Love” Marriage Retreat
Set for Nov. 15 to 16 in Lakeland, Florida

Areyou andyour matein need of aniceweekend getaway? How about going
toaplacewhereyou can beinspired by God'sWord regarding marriageand have
some time to spend with your special someone? Could your lovelife usealit-
tlerekindling? Maybe just alittle spark? Or perhaps aflamethrower? If so, the
Orlando, St. Petershurg and Tampa, Florida, congregationshave aspecial event
just for you.

Our congregations cordially invite you to attend “ Recapture Your Love’—a
marriage retreat, Nov. 15 to 16, in Lakeland, Florida. Ministers Fred Kellers,
ChrisMoen, Richard Thompson and David Treybig will be presenting key prin-
ciplesthat make for ahappy marriage.

A special housing rate has been negotiated at thefirst-class Four Points Sher-
atoninLakeland. Theroom cost (plustax) is: oneor two beds, $59; junior sLite,
$69; and executive suite, $79. Reservations can be made by calling the facility
at (800) 511-5566 by Oct. 15 and identifying yourself as part of the United
Church of God Marriage Retreat. A flyer with mapsis available on the Tampa
Bay Web siteat http://web.tampabay.rr.com/ucgstp/.

What if you are over age 18, single (or your mate won't come), and want to
attend to learn more about marriage?You are wel come, too!

Richard Thompson and David Treybig
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Announcements

Births

Sam and Shaleena Dungan of
Campbell, Alabama (Laurel, Mis-

Ethan Samuel Dungan

sissippi, congregation), are pleased
to announce the hirth of their first
child. Ethan Samuel Dungan was
born on Nov. 24, 2002. He weighed
7 pounds 5 ounces and was 20 inch-
eslong. Hisproud grandparentsare
Eddie and Marcia Dungan of
Campbell and George and Eileen
Fuller of Whatley, Alabama.

Aaron and Heidi (Deonier) Boise
of Estacada, Oregon, are pleased to

Alisha Leeann Boise with William,
Rachael and Caroline

announce the birth of their fourth
child, Alisha Leeann. Alisha was
born Sept. 10, 2002, and weighed 8
pounds.

AlishajoinssiblingsWilliam (7),
Rachael (6) and Caroline (2). Her
happy, loving grandparents are
William and Laura Deonier of the
Portland East, Oregon, congrega-
tion, Keith Boise of the Jefferson,
Oregon, congregation, and Chris
Boise of the Eugene, Oregon, con-
gregation.

Kevin and Veronica Bennett are
pleased to announce the birth of
their second child. Avery Dean
Bennett was born on April 25,

2003, weighing 8 pounds, 5 ounces.
Jacob Bennett, age 4, is pleased to
havea new little sister to play with.

Weddings

Dan and Peggy Good of Max
Meadows, Virginia, and Bert and
Edith Diamond of Floyd, Virginia,
are pleased to announce the mar-
riage of their children Kelly Marie
Good and Arnold Joseph Diamond.
The wedding took place on May 10,
2003, at the Comfort Inn Confer-
ence Center in Dublin, Virginia.

Kelly and Joe Diamond

The double-ring ceremony was per-
formed by John Foster.

Kelly and Joeresidein Floyd and
attend the Roanoke, Virginia, con-
gregation.

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Tate and
Mr. and Mrs. CharlesR. Stevensare
pleased to announce the union of
their children. Joshua Alwyn

Melissa and Joshua Stevens

Stevens and Melissa Nicole Tate
were wed on Sunday, June 30,
2002, by Jim Franks at the Houston
North, Texas, church hall.

Both Joshua and Melissa com-
pleted the Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter program for the 2003 year.

They will reside in Houston at
present and attend the Houston
North congregation.

Anniversaries

Ernest and Kathleen Buck were
honored on their 40th wedding
anniversary, June 28, 2003, by the
Eureka, California, congregation.

The first surprise for the Bucks
was that their youngest son, Tony,
hiswife, Julie, and their son, |zaak,
who live in Oroville, California,
showed up in Eureka for Sabbath
services. Julie's parents, Steve and
Barbara Werst, who live in Coos
Bay, Oregon, and are good friends
of the Bucks, were there also.

The second surprise was after
services when they were presented
with agift from the congregation, a
clock made from rock, which was
made by local member Anita
Hamill. There was also a well-
bloomed money tree that provided
them the funds to be able to go out
together and enjoy the evening.
They were both very surprised and
pleased by the whole event.

Mrs. Buck first heard Mr. Arm-
strong on the radio in 1964 while
thelocal areawas suffering amajor
flood. The subject Mr. Armstrong
was talking about was Noah and the
Flood. She was baptized in 1965
while pregnant with their second
child.

The Bucks have seven children,
two sons-in-law and two daughters-

Ernest and Kathleen Buck

in-law: Casey Buck, David and
Kandy Goodrich, Eric and Daisy
Hynek, Wiley and Deborah Buck,
Ruby Williams, Tony and Julie
Buck and Lacey Buck. They also
have 19 grandchildren (11 boysand
eight girls).

The East Texas congregation of
the United Church of God honored
Don and Peggy Ditto with a recep-
tionto celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary Aug. 9 immediately
after Sabbath servicesat the Gilmer
Civic Center.

A large, beautifully decorated
cake—one of Julie Wilkins' cre-
ations—defined the milestone
event. Sarah Baker and Nancy
Worthen helped coordinate the
activities for this enjoyable occa-
sion.

Frank McCrady, associate pastor,
read abrief history of the Dittos' 50
years together.

Having met at age 13, Don Ditto

and Peggy Clemmons, allowing
their love to grow, married Aug. 3,
1953, in Dallas. After their mar-
riage, Don served four years with
the U.S. Coast Guard, which took
the young couple to New York and
New Jersey.

Back in Dallasin 1963, the Dittos
learned about the Church of God
while trying to “save” friends who
began attending the Radio Church
of God.

After they attended the RCG for

ayear, both Peggy and Don were

baptized. That same year, 1964,
they started a metal-scul pture busi-
ness.

In 1976 the Dittos accomplished
one of their life's dreams. to move
fromthe big city and create a better

Don and Peggy Ditto

lifeinarura environment in which
they could share the products of
their talents with others.

They bought a tract of undevel-
oped wooded land near Winnshoro,
in East Texas, and carved out a
business park with office and man-
ufacturing facilities, residences and
an amusement center and moved
their Ditto Group, makers of home-
decorating items, from Dallasto the
piney woods.

Don and Peggy have been active
in the Church over the years. Heis
a former member of the Board of
Regents of Ambassador College,
Big Sandy.

The Dittos have six sons, Don Jr.,
Terry, Preston, James, Clint and
Jason, and are further blessed with
three granddaughters and seven
grandsons.

“We have seen feast and famine,
blessings and trials, plenty and lit-
tle/ summed up Mrs. Ditto.
“Through it al we have clung to
each other and to God. It has
worked.”

Obituaries

Calvin McClay, a faithful mem-
ber of God's Church for 47 years,
died on June 6, 2003. He was born
on April 6, 1933, in Waller, Texas,
the third of nine children and lived
in the San Diego, California, area

for the last 50 years. He had three
children, 19 grandchildren and sev-
en great-grandchildren.

Calvin set alocal record for per-
fect attendance. You could find him

Calvin McClay

at every service, Holy Day and
social event with his ever-present
camera in hand. He captured the
history of the San Diego congrega-
tionin hispictures. Calvin McClay
wasapillar in the congregation and
will be greatly missed.

Nancy McCracken, 64, died
April 13, 2003, of cancer. Nancy
attended the Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia, congregation, in 1961 and was
baptized in November 1962. She
was acharter member of the Wheel -
ing, West Virginia, congregation
that started in 1965 and was
ordained a deaconess in January
1971.

Nancy served as Wheeling'sfirst
cheerleading and volleyball coach
for over 15 years. She served as an
assistant YOU coordinator and
assisted the social coordinator and
the fund-raising coordinator. In
1995 she helped start the first Unit-
ed Church of God servicein Wheel-
ing.

Nancy sent hundreds and hun-
dreds of cards and sermon notes to

Nancy McCracken

the brethren around the world. She
wasalady of many talents. Her tal-
ents were greatly appreciated and
she will be missed by her husband,
family, Church family and friends.

Sheissurvived by her husband of
48 years, three sons, two daughters,
13 grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Thefunera service was conduct-
ed by Don Henson, pastor of the
Pittsburgh, Wheeling and
Meadville (Pennsylvania) congre-
gations.
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“Council,” continued from page 3

tions” whichhad dready been approved
by the Council but had gone through a
find rewrite prior toitsrelease. Having
been approved, al three study papers
should beavailableonthe Church’sWeb
stewithin threeto four weeks.

Ethics, Roles and Rules

Robert Dick, chair of the Ethics,
Roles and Rules Committee sought
input fromthe Council on behalf of Ger-
ad Sedlig, whoispreparing aproposed
amendment to bylaw 8.4.3. Before
doing s0, Mr. Sedlig wanted to be sure
that the proposed anendment woul d not
conflictwithany anendmentsthe Coun-
cil might beplanning to submit and also
asked the Council to consider whether
they felt therewereany problemsor dif-
ficultieswith the proposed amendment.
Theamendment specifieshow avacan-
¢y on the Council would befilledinthe
eventthat therearetwo or threerunners-
up from the previous election. The
amendment would aso require that, in
the event a runner-up is not ratified by
theGenerd Conference, thenomination
and election of an el der tofill thevacan-
cy would take place after the Genera
Conferencemeeting. The Council mede
afew minor editing suggestions. Mr.
Sedligwill submittheamendment tothe
Amendment Committee.

Supplemental Hymnal

Aug. 14 Seve Myers reported to the
Council onthe status of the supplemen-
tal hymna. Mr. Myers coordinates the
effort of the team, which also includes
DanAnderson, Jm Brandenburg, Mark
Graham, David Hoover and Jandl John-
son. They sorted through morethan 500
hymns, many of whichareorigina com-
positions submitted by Church mem-
bers, to arrive a the 65 that will be
included in the hymnal. Recognizing
that there are many sensitivities and
expectations regarding hymn selection,
the committee established aset of crite-
riaby which each potentia sdectionwas
judged, including: God's inspiration,
text considerations, musical qudlity,
musica accuracy and suitability.

The supplemental hymnal  will
include nine additional hymns written
by Dwight Armstrong, 33 hymnswhich
arein the public domain, 19 new com-
positions (written by eight United
Church of God members) and four
hymnsfor whichthe Churchwill haveto
pay royalties.

The Council reviewed amock-up of
thesupplement. It will bethe samepage

size and have the same binding as the
current hymnal, but with adifferent col-
ored cover. In order to help pianistsand
song leaders prepare, efforts will be
madeto providethemwithacopy of the
hymnal and a computer-generated
accompaniment CD before the Feast.
By resolution, the Council unani-

moudy approved theprinting of thesup-
plemental hymnal.

Cash Reserves Policy

Mr. Dean presented the Council with
a proposed resolution written by Dr.
Kirkpatrick to establish the Church’s
cash reserve policy. As decided earlier

inthe week by the Council, the resolu-
tion statesthat the Church will manage
thefinancia affairs of the Church with
theintent tomaintain“aminimumof 10
weekscash reserves(cash and near cash
balances, exclusive of amounts desig-
nated by the Council for retirement), i.e,
19.23% of the operating budget of that

year ..” The resolution aso describes
optionsthe Council would haveif there
were abudget surplus for afisca year.

Theresolution passed unanimoudly.
Full reports of the Council meetings
ae avalable on the Web a
www.uicg.org/about/council/updates htm.
Don Henson

Preaching the Gospel: Media and Communications Services Report to the Council

Peter Eddington reported that much
was accomplished in fiscal year 2002-
2003.Almost dl theeffortsand projects
met expectations, though some key
areas are not kesping pace with previ-
ousyears results.

Mail

e Tota incoming mail from all
sources was 368,229 pieces, an 8 per-
cent decrease over 2001-2002, due to
decreased promotional advertising
because of budgetary limitations.

* 309,919 individua pieces of liter-
aureweremailed fromthehomeoffice.
In addition, millions of pieces are
mailed directly from various printers.

* Thereis a steady number of new
Good Newssubscription requestsfrom
the Internet, brochure program, news-
stand program, TV programsand Good
Newsradio.

Booklets

* ThisIsthe United Church of God
was introduced in September/October
2002.

* In June 2003 The Middle East in
Bible Prophecy was sent to the printer,
giving the Church atota of 30titlesin
print.

* A tota of 450,000 booklets were
printed in 2002-2003, including the
reprint of 11 titles.

« Since United began, the Church
hes printed 2.65 million booklets.

Bible Study Course

* 190,000 copiesof the Bible Sudy
Coursewerereprinted from September
2002 through July 2003. A totd of
954,112 total copiesof thelessonshave
been printed.

¢ As of June 30 there are 10,239
enrolledinthe course.

* Thereisa33 percent responserate
totheoffer of a12-monthtapeprogram
to BSC graduates. We anticipate 3,000
to 3,500 readers will respond in the
coming year. There were 2,653 active
participants as of June 30.

« Asof July 30, graduatesof thissec-

ond program haveresponded at arate of
33.5 percent to four further options: A
subscription to World News and
Prophecy; sermon tapes from the con-
gregation nearest them; to be contacted
by a pastor; and/or to receive contact
information for the United pastor and
congregation nearest them.

Good News Radio

* Theprogram hasgenerated atota
of 7,518 responses. Someareattending
Sabbath servicesasaresult of learning
about the Churchthrough the program.

* The best weekend so far was
March 30, with 135 callersresponding
toaprogram titled “ The Spirit World”
There were 99 cals on May 11 in
responseto the program, “ Deeth, Then
What?’

Good News Magazine

* The print run went from 517,423
t0 460,167 (a decrease of 11 percent).
The decrease is due primarily to low
renewals of waiting rooms. At present
effortsare underway to raisethe circu-
lation back to 500,000.

* In the long run, reader demo-
graphicswill behedthier. Havingmore
individual subscribers will provide a
better opportunity to reach out to those
who may be interested in becoming
involved in thework of the Church.

GN Print Promotions

* Plans for 2003-2004 are for 3.7
million cards (a 43 percent decrease
compared to two years ago) to be
mailed with an estimated 27,650
responses at $1.95 each. (See aso,
“Card Packs” page 16.)

Internet

 On average about 4,500 visited
ucg.org per day in July for atotal of
some140,000. By comparison, in 1998
the site averaged 300 visits per day.
(See, “Web Remains Codt-Effective
Tool to Reach New People” page2.)

* The redesigned ucg.org has been
active for more than five months and

il isreceving positive feedback.
 Theaveragetime spent a theWeb
siteiseight to nineminutes.

* Twonew features, “ Current World
News and Trends’ and “UCG Com-
mentary” aregaining increased traffic.

* Redesign of the Good News Web
site should be complete amonth or so
after the Feadt.

« A new site, verticathought.org, is
initsearly stagesof development.

¢ 935 doctrinal messages were
answered by the Persona Correspon-
dence E-mail team, an increase of 33
percent over the previous year.

¢ The E-mail teamincludes 23 pas-
tors who volunteer for one- or two-
month shifts.

5545 subscribetothe ucg.org E-
news Weekly Updates’ (a 52 percent
increase over lagt year).

¢ 3,065 subscribe to the “UCG
Member Updates’ (a 398 percent
increase).

* 958 subscribe to “Youth United
Updates’ (a32 percent increase).

* 49 subscribe to the “Good News
Reader Monthly E-mail Updates’ (a
new letter from the president).

Members,
Coworkers

* By theend of the 2002-2003 fis-
cd year, thetotal number of members,
associated and youth increased from
16,000t0 16,500.

» Sofar thiscdendar year therehave
been about 125 baptisms, dightly off
lagt year'sfigure of 150.

¢ The number of coworkers and
donors has risen to 2,096 and 4,963
respectively.

Cable-Access Television

¢ TV continues to provide sub-
scribersat afavorablecost per response.
For example, Tomorrow (produced in
Portland, Oregon) generatesabout 325
responses per month—typicaly aver-
agingtwo cdlsper showing. TheGood
News television program (produced in
Beloit, Wisconsin) added a Chicago-

area cable-access ation that generat-
ed 25 cdlsthefirst telecast.

Subscriber Development

« InJune, asubscriber development
letter was sent to 200,000 Good News
subscribersoffering TheMiddleEastin
Prophecy. So far 27,000 have request-
ed the booklet (14 percent response
rae).

 Thereisaplan to send four sub-
scriber development letters in the
upcoming fiscal year—one will offer
the Bible Sudy Course and each of the
otherswill offer oneof our booklets.

World News and Prophecy
* Thispublication hasseena23 per-
cent subscription increase in the last
year.
 Thegod for thisyearistoincrease
nonmember subscriptions from 8,000
t012,000.

United News
 Since many who receivethis pub-
lication do not attend our Sabbath ser-
vices, arecent renewd letter was sent
that reduced themailing list by 15 per-
cent.

First-Contact
Literature
‘\‘. * Mr. Eddington
provided mock-ups
%, = | Ofthreefirg-contact
1"} pamphlets: Getting
| Out of Deht, Was
| Christ Born on
Christmas? and
two different lay-
~ outsof abrochure
| titled Sex Outside
4 of  Marriage—
What'stheBig Deal ?
 Thesearelow-cog, short, easy-to-
read mini-bookletson topicsof interest
for firs-timereaders. They may bedis-
tributed at newsstands, supermarket
displaysor collegecampushookstores.
 Development will continue based
oninput from the Council.

“ABC,” continued from page 1

trusted,” Mr. Holladay said. “ Thisiswhy
we must constantly be looking at our
instruments—the Scriptures. .. Thetrue
redity isGod and the spirit dimension”
Mr. Holladay gave pointson how to stay
in the redlity of God and what to do if
you veer off course.

Mr. Holladay acknowledged that
ABC is only a springboard to their
Chrigtian life, reminding the students
that “to whom much is given, muchis
required.” He encouraged the students
to keep the redlity of the spiritua con-
gantly in front of them.

Sunday, Aug. 10, thestudentsenjoyed
a brunch, then returned to the home
office building for the graduation cere-
mony. Daniel Harper, the student repre-
sentative, delivered the first speech and
presented Mr. Antionwithasurprisegift
of appreciationfromthestudentsfor his
countlesshoursand devotion to the stu-
dents. This was followed by “God Be
With You" performed by the ABC
Chordle, and“A Holy Day Song,” com-
posed by student Craig McQueen and
sung by seven students.

Mr. Antion gave the graduation
address, “Useltor Loselt” Mr.Antion
recounted their journey through the

Scriptures and classes, while noting
their sacrifices. He concluded by
encouraging them to use the precious
knowledge they have received. “If
knowledgeisnot used, itisof novalue”
Mr.Antionsaid. Theclasswasremind-
ed of the Mission Statement of ABC
and encouraged to live up to those
ideals. Mr. Antion ended with a quote
from a professor from Yale who said
that a “knowledge of the Bible was
worth more than a.college education.”
The ceremony ended with award
presentations. The Ambassador Award
of Excellence was given to Craig and
Natalie McQueen, the first married

couple to receive a shared award, and
LindaSaar. The Council of Elders Ser-
viceAward went to Cindy (Gore) Harp-
er and Joshua Stevens.

After the ceremony, refreshments
and many hugs and tears, the students
were off to different paths.

Here are a few of the student com-
ments about ABC that were published
inthelast 2003 ABC Times:

“] want to thank the Church and
God'sministersfor letting mebeapart
of ABC,” said Terry Shipman.

“As| wasgetting ready thismorning
| was thinking about al the reasons |
love ABC. One of the greatest things

that puts a smile on my face and gets
meout of bed isknowing that | will be
lifted up by God'sWord and &l of your
loving and sincere words to me and
each other,” said Lori Holladay.

“| came to ABC fully expecting an
awvesomeexperience, but it far exceed-
ed my expectations. | have learned
more in this short period than | could
have learned in years of study on my
own. | have also had more fun than |
dreamed possible. Aswe now draw to
the end, it is dawning on me that my
greatest challenge will be to put this
newfound knowledgeintoaction,” said
Suzanne Lavaty. un
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At a Glance

Continued from page 2
major search engines, and o our key-
word listings appear in many places.

In addition, we receive thousands of
new GN subscriberseachyear at nocost.
ThesearepeoplewhosignupfortheGN
after finding our Web Ste on their own.

Every timesomeonefillsoutanonline
literature request, we ask him or her two
questions. Here are the results for July
2003. Only 2 percent of respondentsare
Church members. Also, noticethe effect

areferrd fromafriend has.

How did you find out about the Unit-
ed Church of God?
Response Percentage
Banner Ad 28%
From afriend/family member  25%
From thisWeb page 15%
FromaUCG publication 11%
From an advertisement 8%
Fromapublicationina
waiting room 3%
| am amember of UCG 2%
From aprevious affiliation
with the Church 1%
From Good Newsradio program 1%

How did you find thisURL?
Response Percentage
Banner Ad 28%
From The Good News magazine 27%
From afriend/family member  19%
SurfingtheWorldWideWeb  11%
From an advertisement %
From another UCG publication 4%
| am amember of UCG 2%
Fromapublicationina
waiting room 1%

From Good Newsradio program 1%
The Internet is proving to be avau-
able and cogt-€ffective tool. Please con-
tinue to pray that our development and
success in this media will grow and
become even morefruitful.
Peter Eddington

Good News Radio
Response Analyzed

Inthefirgt threeyearsof broadcasting
the GN radio program, 7,611 responses

. What's New on the Web?

On www.ucg.org

m UCG Commentary on This Week’s
News

Weekly commentaries by the United
Church of God written on world news and
trends, from a biblical perspective. Read
these recent commentaries and more:
“Thou Shalt Not Show the Ten
Commandments”

“Mr. Berlusconi and the Two Souls of Europe”
“God Bless America—But Why Should
He?”

“Saddam, Hitler and Stalin: Beyond
Satan’s Slaves”

Www.ucg.org/commentary/

m Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive E-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

m The September Virtual Christian Magazine
includes “Can God Forgive Me?”, “Who's
Minding Your Grandchildren?”, “My Days at
Preteen Camp” and more.

vcmagazine.org

On youthmagazine.org

m The July-September Youth United has articles on
friendship, “The Most Powerful Friend,” “Making
Peace,” “News for Youth,” Q&As and more.

Other Helpful Links
m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
ucgyouth.org
m Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org

m Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

m Good News Web site.
gnmagazine.org

m UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.

www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please

subject categories!

youthmagazine.org

contact: webmaster@ucg.org

were received. Thisis an average of 49
per program. The best response week-
end was March 30 with 135 callers
inquiring about “ The Spirit World.”
Also, programsdedingwiththeafter-
lifecontinetodraw agood response. All
five programs dedling with desth, heav-
enand hell rank in the top 20 programs
(out of 59 total programs recorded).
Broadcasts related to prophecy are
aso doing well. Of the 12 programs
dedling fully or partialy with this sub-
ject, eight rank in thetop 20.
John LaBissoniere

Florida Station Airs
GN Radio

The50,000-watt, news/talk redio sta
tion WFLA 540 AM in Orlando, Flori-
da, began airing the Good News radio
program at 6:30 am. on Sunday, Aug.
31.WFLA hasalargeligtening areathat
coversmuch of centra Florida Thesta-
tionfeaturestalk show hostsRush Lim-
baugh and Dr. Laura Schlesinger in its
dally lineup.

Our programispromoted throughout
theweek using 30-second spot ads. Also,

a 15-second tag is aired a the conclu-
son of each program to encourage lis-
tenerstotunein regularly.

The Orlando metropolitan area, with
apopulation exceading 1.14 million, is
consdered alargemediamarket, ranked
39th out of 276 Arbitron markets. The
central Floridaareaisatop internation-
a tourist destination.

John LaBissoniere

Fourth ABC
Sampler Largest Yet

Therewere 41 sudents at thisyear's
Cincinnati Sampler Aug. 18 to 22, the
largest group inthefour yearsABC has
been conducting samplers. They ranged
from age 16 to those who are grandpar-
ents. Roy Holladay, Raph Levy and
Gary Antioneach taught two classesper
day for atotal of 30 hoursof ingtruction.

The summer students came from
Washington, Florida, Georgia, Wis-
consin, Illinois, North Carolina, New
York and Ohio. Severd areregularsin
the sampler program.

“Since each year different segments
of ABC classesare covered, eventualy,

say in 20 years or so, those who keep
coming may complete the entire ABC
program!” said Mr. Antion. “They are
dl tobecongratulated for their diligence
and for their love of God'sWord. This
year'sclasshasexpressedtheir gratitude
for theprogram and even suggested hav-
ing another in December, if possible”

Now 27 studentshave been accepted
into next year'sregular ABC program.
Thefina datefor receiving applications
for 2004 is Dec. 19, 2003, and orienta-
tion is scheduled for Jan. 4, 2004.

Card Packs Bring in
37,815 Subscribers

For the past severd years, the Unit-
ed Church of God hasused “ card pack”
print promotions as an efficient, low-
cost meanstoreach literaly millionsof
potential Good Newssubscribers. With
this advertising method, our insert
cards cost lessthan 2 cents each.

During the 2002-2003 budget year,
card packswere again thefoundation of
our print advertising efforts. We mailed
atota of 5,750,000 Good Newscardsto
householdsin the United States.

A total of 37,815 new subscribers
have been added to thefiles at acost of
$2.21 per response (CPR). As cards
continue to come in, we are inching
toward our original 2002-2003 goal of
39,500 subscriptions at $2.13 CPR.

John LaBissoniere

Vertical Thought
to Be Mailed Soon

\ertical Thought magazineissched-
uled to be mailed out the last week in
September and hopefully young peo-
plewill receiveit before the Feast.

If aU.S. Churchyouth or young adult
(aged 12 to 22) has not received his or
her copy by theend of October, itispos-
shlethat heor sheisnot ontheChurch's
address file. Those young people can
writetothehomeofficeand let usknow
the following: parents names, your
name, addressand birth date. Itisimpor-
tant to include the birth date so that the
subscription is properly calculated. We
plantorenew subscribersat age22. Print
runs do not alow usto offer it to older
adultsat thistime.

Connie Sedlig

* Principlesof research.

« Principlesof counsdling.

* Roleof deaconsand elders.
* Relevancein spesking.

“Leadership,” continued from page 1
* Developing wisdom and judgment.

» Mediadevelopment and evangelism.

« History and overview of UCG docu-
ments.

Theabovetopicswerepresented by avari-
ety of speakers from the home office and
numerous pastors from the field ministry.
The purpose of the program in passing the
baton of truth to othersin the United Church
of God isthreefold:

1. The development of |ocal leadership.

2. The development of |eadership toward
possible ordination.

o -
Matt and Diana Zollner fellowship with
Glen Hollon at Sabbath services Aug. 30

3. The development of elders to become
pastorsin the future.

Your prayers for the ongoing success of
thisprogram toward future|leadership devel-
opment isgreetly appreciated. un
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