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At a Glance

Good News
Reaches 50th Issue

“| think youwill beparticularly inter-
ested in the upcoming January/Febru-

{Jﬂﬂﬂ me

ary Good News! wrote Roy Holladay
in his Dec. 18 “President’s Letter”
“This is the 50th issue of The Good
News—quite amilestone for our short
history. Theemphasisof thisissueisthe
four horsemen of Revelation 6. Onthe
cover youwill find new artwork that we
had specialy created for our use—now
and for future publications”

Theartwork wascreated by Sherwin
Schwartzrock, son of Gerad and
Ardelle Schwartzrock of the Fargo,
North Dakota, congregation, and
Jonathan Koelsch.

386 Baptized
Around the World

In 2003, at least 386 new members
were baptized around the world. This
comparesto 417 reported last year and
296 in 2001. Outside of the United

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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Ambassador Bible Center Begins Flfth Year

by Gary E. Antion

“CatchingtheVision” wasthetheme
for this year's orientation for the ABC
class of 2004. More than 30 enthusias-
tic students were introduced to the
Ambassador Bible Center program Jan.
4 by Matthew Fenchel, who served as
emcee for the afternoon. Gary Antion
and Ralph Levy discussed information
the students needed to know about stu-
dent administration and academic
afairs, respectively.

The main address was by UCGIA
President Roy Holladay. Hechallenged

thenew classto catch thevision of what
ABC may be able to do for them. He
encouraged thestudentsto gain precious
biblical knowledge and to grow spiritu-
aly. Additionaly, he spoke of the life-
time friendships that they will make
whileat ABC.

Serviceto othersis another areathat
needsto be “caught” during their ABC
journey. Mr. Holladay encouraged the
students to focus outward and to ask
themselves what they might do for the
Church. He said, “Ask not what the
Church candofor you, but what you can
do for the Church”

The afternoon concluded with fel-
lowship among the students, home
officestaff andvisiting family members.
Around 50 home office saff and their
family members atended to welcome
the students to the area. Specidly pre-
pared and served refreshments topped
off the afternoon. As has become cus-
tom, Terri Eddington and Lisa Fenchel
werelargely indrumenta inorganizing
the decorations and food service.

Webdlievetheclassof 2004 hasbeen
given awonderful beginning of their
seven-month study of theWord of God
aABC. un

The fifth year of ABC kicked off with
orientation Jan. 4; 35 students are
expected each semester for the 2004
year (photo by Gary Antion)

“National Event” Held in Lexington

Young people at the Winter Family Tournament in Lexington, Kentucky, meet with world-renowned speaker

Pam Stenzel, who speaks about sexual abstinence before marriage; right, the All Ambassador Reunion

by Janet Treadway

years. What started out as an idea has grown into what

“If youbuildit, they will come” Theproverbia advice
from the movie A Field of Dreams certainly proved true
for the Cincinnati, Ohio, North and L exington, Kentucky,

congregations, who have been putting on increasingly

larger Winter Family Tournaments for the last seven

UCGIA President Roy Holladay called “anationa event.”

An estimated 2,000 peopl e attended the seventh annu-
a Winter Family Tournament in Lexington Dec. 24to 27.
Peopletraveled from all over, including France, Canada

See “Lexington,” page 10

Council of Elders Holds December Meetings

As the final Council session of the
2003 caendar year opened Dec. 4,
Council Chairman Clyde Kilough
emphasized thet, in the week of meset-
ings, much would be accomplished.

Mr. Kilough pointed out that this
series of meetings would be character-
ized by blocksof timethat would allow
in-depth discussion of matters relating
to thework of the Church—such asan
andysisof our audienceto help our pub-
licationshbe moreeffectiveand arelated
session that would dedl with the poten-
tial for televison as a medium for
preeching the gospel.

During the meetings there were dso
reports from severd of the task forces
that had been working on projectssuch
as plans for the 2004 Genera Confer-
ence of Elders, Chrigt-centered servant
leadership and retirement planning.

Themorning portion of theopening
meeting included quarterly reports
from the president and home office
operations managers.

Doctrinal Papers and
Feast Video

Dec. 5 Jm Franks, chairman of the
Doctrine Committee, provided an

overview of the status of the study §
papers thet are being written, and led §
the Council through afind review of §

two completed papers: “Musicin the
Bible" and“Votingand Involvementin
Politics” These papers are scheduled
tobepogtedtothe Church’'sWebsitein
January on the doctrina papers page,
WWW.UCg.org/papers.

See “Council,” page 15

Britt Taylor, chairman of the Retirement
Other papers that are in various Task Force, presents their report to the

Council of Elders Dec. 9 (photo by
Peter Eddington)

U.S. Regional
Pastors Meet

by Richard Pinelli

TheU.S.regiond pastorsmet Dec. 14
to 16 at the home office on the heels of
Council, Minigterid Services team and
Feast coordinators meetings.

Plans for the upcoming budget year
in Ministeriad Services highlighted the
discussions. Topics such as transfers,

-

Loree and Harold Rhodes receive a
plaque and gifts in appreciation of
their years of service as regional
pastor (photo by Paul Suckling)

retirements and manpower neads were
discussed. The group developed topics
for one-day regiona conferences, focus-
ingonleadershipinthe Churchand how
to passthe baton of truth and ministeri-
a experienceto theyounger generation
through mentoring by pastorsand elders.

Theregiond pastorsdiscussed work-
ing with those who attended the leader-

See “Regional,” page 5
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States, 209 were baptized thisyear, up
from 191 last year. Here are the bap-

PhilippIneS ..o 2
SouthAfrica

Trinidad
United States . ... ...
United Kingdom .. .

Zambia . ...

Zimbabwe

There's a unique story behind each
baptism. John Ross Schroeder, Good
News staff member and elder in Eng-
land, told about the baptism he per-
formed Dec. 3in Spain:

“| flew from London Heathrow to
central Spain [Dec. 2] for one night.
After several hours of counseling, |
baptized Mr. Massoud Zojgji (original-
ly from Tehran, Iran, but aresident of
Spainfor nearly 25 years) the next day
in Lake San Juan about 60 kilometers
from Madrid.

“I have been in email contact with
Massoud for two or three years. Heisa
house painter and works on his own.
Massoud speaks Englishand ismarried
withfour children. Having kept the Sab-
bath and the annual Holy Days for per-
haps two decades on his own, he has
sought baptism for some 20 years. But
thingsjust didn’t comeright until recent-
ly. Massoud isavery happy man!”

Elder Ordained

Bruce Rivers was ordained an elder
on Dec. 20. He and hiswife, Melissa,
servein Elkhart, Indiana

More UCG Statistics

Here are more statistics pulled from
recent reports:

* 213 congregations in the United
States.

« Approximately 121 congregations
and 60 Bible study, audio and video
groupsin nearly 50 other countries.

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

Good Works Program Gathers Momentum

by Tom Kirkpatrick

Recently, the Council of Eldersof the
United Church of God established the
Good Works Program. The purpose of
the program isto coordinate the efforts
of individua brethren, groups of
brethren or congregationstoraisefunds
for the purposeof helping out in casesof
specid needsin the Church around the
world. The purpose of this aticleisto
increase your understanding of the
workings of the program.

Firg, itisimportant to understand thet
weincludefinancial assstanceto mem-
bersin theregular budget of the Church.
There is thus a considerable amount of
Ubsidy and assganceof variouskindsto
members and congregations in many
nationsaspart of theregular, planned-for
expenditures of the Church. The tithes
and offeringsreceived at thehomeoffice
(including the festival fund, assistance
fund and internationdl fund) areallocat-
edinthebudget processto help carry out
themission of the Church—to preachthe
gospel and carefor thosewhom God has
cdled, al around theworld.

So, itisnot the casethat the brethren
of the Church are not aready engaged
in “good works”” They are! In many
ways, including but certainly not limit-
ed to their faithful giving of tithes and
offerings. Many of these loving good
worksareknown only to God, whichis
awonderful thing (Matthew 6:1-4). That
isasit should be.

And even with thisnew Good Works
Program, we want to adhere to Jesus’
command not toflaunt or vanly promote
our works of compassion. Tothedegree
possible, andintheway that Jesusintend-
edit, our |eft hand should not know what
our right hand is doing, when we do
“dms’ (compassionate acts of giving
and service to others). We simply will
post alisting of unbudgeted-for specia
projectsinthevariousareasof theworld,
asthey ariseand arebrought to our atten-
tion by the individuas who have been
assigned the oversight of those aress.

These postingswill be located under
the*Resources’ tab of the ucg.org Web

Ste. Each project has a dollar figure
associated with it, as requested by the
senior pastor. Oncetheamount received
from fund-raisers reachesthat total, the
money will be sent to the targeted pro-
ject, and that project will be removed
from theWeb site. We ask that any con-
tributions to the Good Works Program
includeanotefromthosewhoraisedthe
funds, indicating which project(s) the
fundsareintendedtohepwith, andaso
permission to the Good Works Program
coordinator toapply any excessof funds
received over the budget amount to oth-
er projects. Otherwise, the surplus will
need to be returned.

Projects for the Philippines
and Ghana

Aswegoto press, thereare currently
two postings, and | anticipate thet addi-
tional ones will be added in the near
future. One is a project requested by
David Baker, who serves as senior pas-
tor and overseer of the work of the
Church in the Philippines. (This was
covered in the November 2003 issue of
United News, page 1.)

Thenewest project was requested by
Melvin Rhodes, who serves as senior
pastor and overseer of the work of the
Church in Ghana. This project, which
totals $12,000, details two specific
needs: avan for Church businessand to
help scattered members get to services
on the Sabbath (especialy the elderly
andthosewithyoung childrenwhomust
wait for hourslike everybody else) and
to put aroof on the meeting hal in the
village of Agona. There, 60 members
gather every Sabbath for servicesunder
atarpaulin “roof” when it rains. At the
Feast, Mr. Rhodesreported, therain got
heavy and “we dl got wet! So the need
for aroof isurgent. Loca materidscan
be used for this project at a minimal
cogt” Moreinformation can befound at
www.ucg.org/goodworks.

Looking for Fund-Raisers,
Not Additional Offerings

I believethat nearly dl of our brethren
aredready doing nearly dl they canin

termsof financid offerings—i.e, faith-
fully giving tithes and generous offer-
ings. The Council was clear in estab-
lishing the Good Works Program, and |
want to be clear in this article, that we
are not asking for, and we do not want
the brethren to make additional contri-
butions of tithes and offerings, beyond
what they are dready giving, to the
Good Works Program. Brethren who
wish to make financia contributionsto
“help outininternationa areas’ should
redizethat theregular, anticipated needs
in the international and domestic areas
aredready budgeted for, andthat part of
their regular tithesand offerings, includ-
ing amounts they designate as for the
“Internationa Fund,” dready areusedto
help out inthoseareas, through the bud-
get process.

Therefore, we bdieve it best that the
source of contributions to the Good
Works Program not betithes and offer-
ings, but instead should come from the
fund-raising efforts of individuals,
groups of individuals or congregetions
whowishtodesignatesomeor al of the
proceeds from those fund-raisersto the
Good Works Program.

We further understand that it is not
practical for everyone to dedicate time
or energy to fund-raising efforts, over
and abovethetimethey areedy expend
in doing all the other myriad of things

that our busy lives seem to demand of
us. Wewish no onetofed compelledto
participate, nor guilty if the circum-
gancesof their livesmakeit difficult or
impossibleto do so.

But there are some individuas who
have the time, energy and desire to
organizeand carry out the sort of fund-
raisersthat can help with thisprogram.
The purpose of the program isto pro-
vide an organized outlet, within the
Church, for them to do so, and to know
that they arehel ping with specific needs
of the brethren.

Thisissueof United Newsincludesan
accompanying article that details one
fund-raiser that is being developed by
the Cincinnati East congregation (see
article about “ Cookbook Fund-Raiser,”
below). It showsoneway for largenum-
bersof peopleto combinether individ-
udly small effortsin a project that can
helpinbigways. | inviteyou to read it,
and to participateif you can.

Thank you in advance, on behaf of
thebrethreninal partsof theworldwho
may benefit from the generosity, love,
zedl and creative energies of those who
are able to help with the Good Works
Program! un

Tom Kirkpatrick is the treasurer of
UCGIA and was appointed by the
Council of Elders to coordinate the
Good Works Program.

Recipes and Tips Needed for a Church-
wide Cookbook Fund-Raiser

by Belinda McCloud

To help with the new UCG Good
Works Program, the Cincinnati Eat,
Ohio, congregation is producing a spe-
cia cookbook focusing on God's Holy
Day plan. We need your help. Yes, you!
First, we would like for you to submit
your helpful “tips’ on how you prepare
for the Sabbath, aswell ashow youmake
the Sabbath specia. Keepit short; oneto
three sentencesisal we haveroomfor.

Secondly, wewouldliketo haveyour
recipes. Do you have afavorite potluck

recipe?How about your favorite Unleav-
ened Bread recipe?Doyou haveaNight
toBeMuch Observed specid menuthat
isawonderful family tradition? Send us
the menu and recipes. Do you have a
Feadt tradition, atip for making the Feest
special or aspecia recipe you make for
the Fal Holy Days? Any typerecipeis
great! We would like to take as many
recipesasweareableand compilethem
intoagood quality, yet affordable, cook-
book to share with everyone.

See “Cookbook,” page 7
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News From Around the World

South African National Council Deals With Many Issues

TheUnited Church of God Southern
AfricaNational Council met Nov. 30at
the home of Bill and Cheryl Jahns. A
wide variety of topicswere discussed.

Secretary/Treasurer’'s  Report:
Neil Becker took themembersthrough
thebudget for the period fromMarch 1
to Oct. 31, 2003. Approval for the pur-
chaseof extrachairs, fansand Passover
equipment for Cape Townwasgiven by
the council. Approval was granted to
Johanneshurg to purchaseanew VCR.

Stan Bothawasasked to recusehim-
sdlf for the next discussion. The coun-
cil decided that Mr. Bothawould con-
tinue to be paid R1.53 per kilometer
traveled in serving the Churchin Cape
Town and in addition hewould be pro-
vided amonthly alowancefor Church
dutiesperformed. Hethanked the coun-
cil for thistotally unexpected gesture.

Budget 2003/2004: Members were
requested to study the draft budget for
next year before February 2004 whenit
must recelvefinal gpproval. It waspro-
posed that the Doneinheritancebe ded-
icated totheministerial retirement gra-
tuity fund. The council approved.

Office Update: Neil Becker report-
ed someinteresting statistics. GN sub-
scribers have increased to 15,048.
Responsesto advertising in Your Fam:-
ily have grown to 848. No mediawork
will be done between now and March
2004. Jorge de Campos will obtain
codtsfor repeated advertisements.

Mr. de Campos has aso submitted
educationa church videos with a cov-
er |etter to SATV education department
for possible TV coverage.

Ministerial Training Program:
André ven Belkum informed the coun-

cil members of atraining program in
Durban. Mr. de Campos fdlt that more
than this was required. The council
decided to ask Bill Jahns to e-mail
Richard Pinglli a the home office,
explaining SouthernAfricalsneeds, with
afollow-upmesting & or after the GCE.

Trandation Into the Zulu Lan-
guage: Mr. de Camposled the discus-
sion, suggesting that the council
appoint a team to research this possi-
bility. Mr. van Belkum warned that the
responsemay belogidticaly difficultto
handle because the counsgling would

bein Zulu. Stan Sitole fdt this would
not necessarily be the case. The coun-
cil considered thisand decided that an
announcement should be made in the
Durban congregation asking for any
memberswho could help with tranda-
tionsto come forward.

Security at and During Services:
Each church areashould, especially on
Holy Days, ensurethat adequate secu-
rity measures are taken.

Feedback From New Jerusalem
Church: Bill Jahnsinformed thecoun-
cil that we are continuing to work with

this group. They are very responsive
and have been changing their doctrines
asthey learn the truth. A training pro-
gram is envisioned. He said it was a
long-term project and costs would be
minimal. As it was aministerial duty
within the Johannesburg area, Bill
Jahns and Jorge de Campos will con-
tinue communicating with them (see
articlebelow).

Financial Assistance to Zambia:
Neil Becker informed the council that
R15,000 had been sent, but asked how
heshould handleitinfuture. Thecoun-

cil decided it will consider any future
requests on merit.

2004 GCE: AsbothMr. van Belkum
and Mr. de Campos would be attend-
ing a no cost tothe UCGSA, the coun-
cil decided to approvethe budget mak-
ing provisionfor Neil Becker to attend.

Council Transparency: The coun-
cil decided that council minuteswould
bemadeavailableto Church members.
Non-council members are alowed to
sitin, but the council reservestheright
to executive sessions.

San Botha

New Jerusalem

by Bill Jahns and Barry Strydom

The New Jerusalem Church came
into contact with Unitedin SouthAfrica
through the maid of a member (Barry
Strydom) who started giving them book-
lets and tapes from the Church. They
have an attendance of around 2,500 in
South Africa. André van Belkum and
Bill Jahns had a meeting with their
leader, Thomas Stole, inAugust of 2002.

They are in the process of changing
their neametotheNew Jerusalem Church
of God. They have understood some of
the truth and are a hiblicaly based
church. However, they did not know
about the Sabbath and Holy Days, and
they neededingructioninthisarea. They
haveprogressed tothepoint wheremany
of them are keeping the Sabbath and
somearedartingtokeeptheHoly Days.

We are planning to conduct aleader-
ship training program with them in the

Church in Zion

future. They havemadealot of progress
over the past year, and we plan to con-
tinueto work with thisgroup.

Truth They Already Knew

* They knew about cleenandunclean
medts.

* They knew that Christmas was
pagan and werenot keeping it.

* They knew that Easter was pagan
and werenot keeping it.

* They werekeeping thePassover on
the Thursday evening before* Good Fri-
day,” so they did not have any knowl-
edge about the correct date, but were
keeping the Passover, including thefoot
washing, aswell astaking thesymbol of
Chrigt’'sflesh with unleavened breed.

¢ They had moved away from the
African beliefsin the forefather spirits
and forefather worship, and knew what
happens when you die—that the dead
areadeep until theresurrection.

Seeks Instruction From UCG

 They did not believe in an ever-
burning hell fire.

 They did not believein animmor-
tal soul.

 They didnot believeinthetrinity or
that the Holy Spiritisaperson.

* They knew about and applied adult
baptism by immersion.

* They accept only theBibleasbeing
relevant to their teachings.

 They understand youmust keepthe
law, despite being under grace.

Truths They Have Learned
From UCG

Hereisalist of someof thetruthsthat
they have received from UCG and are
applying asachurch:

« After a meeting with their arch-
bishop and his wife, during which the
Sabbath waspreached tothemby André
van Belkum, they had a conference of
gpproximately 600 people. During this

conference the Sabbath question was
discussed and adecision, with the con-
sent of the people present, wasmadethat
they would (gradualy) move ther
church to a Sabbath-keeping church.
Today they haveatwo-hour Sabbath ser-
vice, andanhour Sunday service, butthe
peopleattending the Sunday servicesare
fully informed that these servicesareto
be discontinued.

* They have kept &l the Holy Days
thisyear, on the correct dates, and have
fasted on Atonement and eaten Unleav-
ened Bread for theseven days. They had
two Feast sites: one in Cape Town
(approximately 250 attended) and one
in Pretoria (gpproximately 200).

 They now understand thet thisisnot
theonly day of salvation, but thet thehbil-
lions will have the truth preached to
themin the second resurrection.

« They now understand theKingdom
of Godandthemillennid reignof Chrigt.

Canadian National Council Meets in Regina,

by Linda Wasilkoff

The Canadian Nationa Council met
in the “Queen City” of Regina,
Saskatchewan, for its Dec. 10 through
14 meetings. A number of brethrenwho
had never before had the opportunity to
observe a meeting of the council were
ableto do s0. Some took time off from
work to beableto observethecouncil in
action. Ther interest, questions and
helpful comments were much appreci-
ated

The meetings began on Wednesday
night with the adoption of the previous
meeting minutes. Edwin van Pelt gave
the Canadian office update, reporting
that the income for the year is running
dightly above budget. He fielded ques-
tionsfrom the council and asofromthe
local Reginamembers.

Wednesday evening ended with a
brainstorming session. Some of the
issuesbrought upfor further council dis-
cussion were: scholarships for sending
deserving youthto summer camps, rules
of order, utilizing DV Dsingtead of video

tapes, leadership training and making
the Church more welcoming for new
people.

Festiva reports got the Thursday
mesting started on apostivenote. While
overall Festival attendance was down
due to fewer incoming transfers, the
reports were full of positive comments
about the spiritual messages received
and positive attitudes that were evident
aeachste

David Pamer presented the Media
Team'svisionfor advertising duringthe
2004-2005 fiscal year. The plan isto
concentrate on three areas. a national
advertising campaign, ongoing Internet
keyword campaign and a direct mail
campaign. With the direct mail cam-
paign, theteam hopesto have assistance
fromloca congregationsor individuas.
In order to accomplish these plans, an
increase in the advertising budget was
requested.

Robert Berendt updated the council
on thework of the Ministeria Services
Team. A ministeriad conferenceisbeing
planned for December 2004. The team

isasoworking on aplan for leadership
development in the churches and look-
ing at thefeasibility of summer campfor
teens. For thisyear, apossibleteen hike
isbeing planned by Mr. Berendt.

The council saw ademonstration on
video conferencing. This technology
could possibly be used for future coun-
cil meetings. The Finance Committee
will investigate this further to see how
cost-effectiveit might be. Therest of the
afternoon wasspent incommitteemest-
ings.

The Strategic Planning Committee
reported on the 2004-2005 Strategic
Plan. GlenWhite, asssted by Carol Liv-
ermore, presented the committee'ssug-
gestions. The council unanimously
approved forwarding the plan to the
Canadian National Conference for its
retificationin March.

Next on the agenda was the report
from the Governance Committee. They
presented someupdatesto existing poli-
cies, which will ensure compliance to
the privacy laws that will come into
effect in January. The council gave

approva for these with the stipulation
that our lawyer check them to be sure
they are sufficient. In effect, the Church
dipulatesthat namesand persondl infor-
mation will not be given to any other
corporation. The policy spells out who
will be responsible for confidentiality
and how the records are protected. The
actud office procedures need not be
changed much since the Church has
aways tried to protect persond infor-
mationand hasnever sold or givenaway
itsmailing list.

The Ethics/Finance Committee pre-
sented a Restricted Donations Policy.
Canadian federa regulations make
restricted donations very difficult to
maintain, requiring the setting up of a
separatebank account and careful track-
ing of the funds. After discussion and
further edits, this policy was unani-
moudly adopted.

Onthe Sabbath, twofamiliestraveled
down from Saskatoon, making atota of
27 people gathering for services. Split
sermons were given by David Palmer
and Anthony Weasilkoff. Glen White,

Saskatchewan

pastor of the Reginacongregation, gave
the announcements and introduced the
council and officestaff. A beautiful vocal
duet was performed by Fern Berendt
and Maureen Delong. In the evening,
council members were invited to join
with theloca membersfor bowling.

Sunday morningwasthetimetotack-
le unfinished business. Three papers
were adopted: Guideines for Council
Guests, Procedureof Ordination of Dea:
consand Deaconessesand the Processto
Replace the Operations Manager. The
first paper wasto givewritten guidelines
to any guests sitting in on the council
proceedings. The bylaws aready spell
out how thechairmanwould act asinter-
im operationsmanager if, for somerea-
son, there was a vacancy in the office.
The council wanted to be proactive to
have a procedure in place so that the
chairmanwouldn’t haveto do bothjobs
for longin case of an emergency.

Thelastitem of businesswastofulfill
a bylaw requirement to approve the
agendafor theNationa Conferencethat
will meet on March 7, 2004. un
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Early Bookings Encouraged for
2004 Feast in Winchester, England

Thebeautiful cathedra town of Win-
chester in southern England will be the
Ste for the 2004 Feast of
Tabernacles in the United
Kingdom. Winchester isa
historicaly rich city, once
thecapitd of medieval Eng-
land and the royal seat of
King Alfred the Greet over
1,100 years ago. This (S
renowned monarch trans- [
lated parts of the Penta gkt
teuchandincorporatedinto &
English law many of the
laws and statutes enshrined there.

Sl o

planned for Holy Daysand the Sabbath.
Winchester isasmall and well-looked-
after city with much of
thecity center designat-
ed a pedestrian area
= This makes it easy to
enjoy thepopular shop-
pingstreets A variety of
cafés and restaurantsis
adsoclosehy.

Accommodations (hotel, bed-and-
breekfast and sdlf-catering) and covered
parkingareavailableafew minuteswak
fromthehall.

The Norman-era Winchester Cathe-

|

Because of its popularity with local
and European visitors, we are encour-
aging early booking of accommodations
to ensure Feastgoersare not disappoint-
ed.

Servicesfor the Feast will beheldin
the appropriately named King Alfred
Hall, part of the Victorian-built Guild-
hall, which can hold over 500 people. It
islocated in the downtown area of this
architecturaly beautiful and unspoiled
English city. Catered medls are being

Sample of Available Accommodations

TheWinchester Royd, athree-star hotel, isoffering usgroup ratesat £52 ($90)
per person per night for athree-course dinner, bed and full breskfast per person
sharing. Bed and full breskfast doneis£44 ($75) per person sharing. Userefer-
ence UCG29094.

TheWessex Hotel, afour-star hotel, has group rates £65 ($110) per person for
athree-coursedinner, bed and full bregkfast per person sharing. Bed and full bresk-
fast dloneis£50 ($85) per person sharing. Usereference UCG Conference.

Bed-and-Breskfast: A sdlection of B and Bsmay be found in the 2004 Tourist
Information booklet with prices from £20-40 ($35-70) per person per night, e.g.
Giffard House Hotel.

Sdf-catering: Thereisarange of placesand prices. It is helpful to have acar.
Town or Country isacompany that provides serviced property for rental. Phone
(+44) 2380 831000 (specify Winchester) or see www.town-or-country.co.uk.

Winchester, England
Feast 2004 Application

FirstName
Street Address
City
Country
PhoneNumber

E-mail Address

Totd #of adults_~

Totd #of children, ages13-18years__~~

Tota #of children, ages13yearsandunder
Accommodationtypeyouwill use Hotel _ Bed-and-Breakfast
Sdf-catering__ Other (Satetype)
Name of establishment you are booking (from brochure or Web site):

LastName

State/Province Zip/Posta Code

Mail to: UCG-British Ides Feast 2004, PO Box 705,
Watford, WD19 6FZ, United Kingdom

Or fax to (+44) 2083 861999, e-mail info@goodnews.org.uk.
Additional information will be posted to our Web site www.ucg.org.uk.

Scenes from the Winchester area (from left):
statue of King Alfred; the Guildhall where
services will be held; the River Itchen

| drél, over 550 fectlong, isa

= merefive-minutewalk from
the meeting hall. Queen
Mary Tudor was married to
Philip 11 of Spain here 450
years ago. The medieval
banqueting hall caled King
Arthur's Hal, with its
famousroundtabledatingto
Tudor times, isa 10-minute
walk away.

Guided toursof theinner city will be
available, including the cathedrd, the
resting place of famous English novelist
JaneAustenand | zaak Walton, author of
TheCompleat Angler. Therearedsodai-
ly toursof Winchester School, probably
the oldest continuoudy running school
inEngland (since 1382).

Popular sites like Salisbury, Stone-
henge, Southampton and Portsmoth,
home of Nelson's flagship, the Mictory,
andremainsof Henry VI1I’swarship, the
Mary Rosg, ared| within short distances
by car or bus. Also within striking dis-
tance by car or bus are the 3,000-year-
oldfortresssiteof Old Sarum, Sdlisbury
Cathedral, Bath with its Roman baths,
Windsor Castleand the New Forest.

Bus tours will be arranged through-
out the Feest to a number of the ared's
maintourigt atractions.

Please register with the United
Church of God-British Ides Festival
Office without delay, seeing that we
expect ahigh responseto the opportuni-
ty tohavethe FeastinWinchester. There
are good train services from both Lon-
don Heathrow and Gatwick airports.
We look forward to welcoming you as
oneof our guests!

Peter Hawkins

2004 Winchester
Brochure and
Tourist Information

Helpful information may befound
at www.visitwinchester.co.uk and
you canreguest a2004 vistorsguide
at the Tourist Information Centre's
site www.winchester.gov.uk or by
writing to T.I.C., Guildhall, Broad-
way, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23
9LJ, United Kingdom. You may
phone (+44) 1962 840500, fax
(+44) 1962 850348, or e-mall
tourism@winchester.gov.uk.

- al
lntema"“’“a

At a Glance

Philippines News

The Church in the Philippines pro-
duces an e-based publication called
United News Philippines that gives a
regular update of the work there. You
canfindit at www.ucg.org.ph/unp.htm.

Australian Renewal
7 Percent Higher
Than Expected

Every two years Good News sub-
scribers who have received more than
12 issuesarerenewed. With atotd dis-
tribution list of 20,000 for The Good
News magazine, the Australian Media
and Publishing Committee wanted to
make sure that all those receiving the
magazine wished to continue.

With the July/August issue 3,417
Good News subscriberswere renewed.
Some of these subscribers had been
renewed once before two years ago,
when the renewal response rate had
been dightly over 30 percent.

Wearevery pleased toreport that the
response to the current renewal has
been much higher than the 30 percent
response rate expected, and it is cur-
rently running at 37.2 percent with a
trickle of responses yet to be received.

Such agood responserate meansthat
peoplewant and are reading the maga-
zineandisavery positivesignfor future
growth. Hopefully many of these peo-
ple will become students of the Bible
Sudy Course.

Ruth Root

Australian
Treasurer Reports

The financial results for the United
Church of God-Austrdia through the
end of October 2003 reflect strong Holy
Day offerings. The members have been
very generous and we received gpprox-
imately A$4,600 above what we had
planned. Thegood reportsfromthe Fes-
tival areasand joyful attitudes appear to
bereflected inthelift for thisareaof our
income. Thegraph showshow our Holy
Day sea
son offer-
ings have [~
risen in =
the last =
eightles
years.

UCG-British Isles
Council Meets
The United Church of God-British

I1des (UCG-BI) council met Nov. 23 to
discussanumber of businessitems. Jm

Franks, a member of the Council of
Elders, and Tom Kirkpatrick, treasurer
of UCGIA, were guests. They were on
their way homefromatripto Ghanaand
had been invited to atend by Chairman
Bryan Ellams.

After Brian Penheiro recently retired
from his position of treasurer of UCG-
Bl, Barbara Fenney has accepted the
position offered to her by the national
coundil.

Among the points discussed during
the meeting were:

* Considerationof budget costsof an
opaque wrapper for The Good News
magazine.

 Appointment of an Editorial Re-
view subcommitteeat the next meeting.

* Acceptance of the accountant’s
report for thefinancia year 2002/3.

* Consideration of two new sitesfor
the 2004 summer camp in Derbyshire
and Forest of Dean.

* Congderation of Winchester asa
sitefor the 2004 Feast of Tabernacles.

¢ Setting the datefor the next Annu-
a Genera Meeting as July 4, 2004.

Chairman Bryan Ellams introduced
the plans to set definite objectives for
performance evaluations of the nation-
a council, chairman, CEO and sub-
committees to help in achieving their
goas and being effective in these
respongibilities.

There was a'so a work-in-progress
report from several subcommittees.

Firsts in Zambia

Derrick and Cherry Pringle, who
manage the small UCG office in Zam-
bia, reported severd firsts for 2003 in
their areaof north central Zambia. They:

* Hadthelr first Passover service.

» Had regular Sabbath meetings in
Mufuliraand Kitwe.

* Purchesed a TV to show videos a
services.

* Purchased acassettetapeplayer for
theMufulirabrethrento useon dternate
Sabbaths.

* Had potentid memberswhoattend-
ed the Feastin Mumbwa.

The Pringles dso reported on the lit-
erature they sent out in November. The
Good News was distributed to 740 in
Zambia (including subscribers, clinics,
libraries and hospitals). Another 260
copies were mailed to neighboring
Malawi. They alsomailed 294 booklets,
109 Bible Sudy Course lessons and 20
copiesof the Bible Reading Program.

Australia Assists
With Zambian Well
Project

During the lest year, three Augtrdian
congregationshaverun“gold coin” col-
lectionsto raisefundsfor digging awell
inthe Mumbwaregion of Zambia. This
well will servefour familiesof members,
plusthosein thelocal community who
currently walk long distances to obtain
water. A similar collection was held at
the Noosa Feast site. After the Feast
A$1,650 was sent to LifeNets—South-
ernAfricato kick-gtart thisnew Mumb-
wawell project.
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Portuguese Work Has Humble Beginnings Serving Scattered Brethren

The fledging Portuguese work,
which started in May 2003, has truly
had humble beginnings and with
God's help we are confident that it
will continue growing steadily.

Keeping the Feast of
Tabernacles

The largest group of Portuguese-
speaking brethren under the United
Church of God umbrellaisin Brazil.
There 65 brethren attended the Feast
in Maloca de Moscou in northern
Brazil near Guyana. These included
members who spoke the native lan-
guage of the area aswell as English-
speakers from Guyana (see the
November 2003 United News). The
Brazilian brethren from central and
southern Brazil attended the Feast in
Mendoza, Argentina.

Jodo de Carvalho, who lives in
Curitibain the southern part of Brazil,
attended the Feast in Maloca de
Moscou in northern Brazil near
Guyana. He left home right after

'--l—dlI

Members in Brazil: Maria and Jodo
Carvalho with their children Sabrina and
Samuel

Trumpets. His trip included a four-
day busrideto the state of Rondonia,
afour-day boat ride to another state
called Amazonas; then a 15-hour bus
ride to BoaVista. He did thisto save
money and to be able to give to the
brethren in Northern Brazil. Hiswife
and children went to the Feast in
Argentina. Jodo is one of our helpers
in the trandation and review work.
On the other side of the ocean, in
Portugal therearesix brethrenin Lis-

bon and one some 150 miles south of
Lisbon. There is another member in
theAzores. Theseall kept the Feast at
home and are very
desirous of being able
to attend a Feast in
either Portugal or
Spain.

HerbVierra, aUnited
elder in Cadlifornia,
heard of agroup of Sab-
bath-keeping people in
Portugal through the
Legacy Ingtitute (an
independent organiza-
tion that does “good
works’ to scattered
brethren throughout the
world). Hevisited them
in August 2003. This
group is caled the
Alliance of the Church-
es of God Seventh Day
of Portugal. They have
350 membersin Portu-
gd, and they have been keeping five
of the Holy Days for atime. This
year they kept Trumpets and Atone-
ment for thefirst time.

We have been in contact with this
group on asemiregular basis. Godis
working with other groups as we

| haveseenin Ghana, for example. We

trust that the Eternal may guide and
inspire thisinteraction and coopera-
tionasHehasblessed theinteraction

with the brethren in Ghana.

A Little “Home Office”

Inahumble attempt to serve these
scattered brethren, a small “home
office” hasbeen set up at the home of
Jorge de Campos, an elder of Por-
tuguese descent serving in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa. He records
sermonsin Portuguese, approximate-
ly onceamonth, dubsthem and mails
them to the scattered brethren. On a
regular basis he also contacts scat-
tered brethren in Portugal and the
Azores by telephone. However, tele-
phone costsand time differencespose
achallenge. Internet telephone con-
nections are erratic, and the brethren
battle to understand when the con-
nection isviathe “ Internet to phone”
hook-up. Most of these brethren do

not have Internet access. One of them
does not even have electricity in his
homeduetolivinginarura area.

Jorge de Campos
records a Portuguese

sermon in his “home
office”; right, Alec

Portuguese work from
the home office in
Milford, Ohio

A bimonthly Por-

tuguese newsletter has been initiated
titled Noticias Unidas (United News)
with excerptsof Roy Holladay’spres-
ident’sletters, ClydeKilough'schair-
man’slettersand home office reports,
plusafew articlesfrom United News.
Jorge also adds a few articles, as
appropriate, covering some basic
needs that he may identify. Four
issues of the Noticias Unidas have
been published this year.

Translation Challenges

Tranglation proves a challenge as
the Portuguese are very proud of their
language and the Brazilians are like-
wise proud of their linguistic differ-
ences. What may be phonetically cor-
rect in mainland Portuguese, may be
phonetically incorrect in Brazilian
Portuguese and viceversa. Thetrans-
latorsand reviewershavehad tolearn,
and are learning, each other’s differ-
ences. We pray we won't cause any
offenseto readerswhen an article has
Portuguese Brazilian phonetics, and
another may end up with mainland
Portuguese phonetics. However it
does add extratime to the trandation
process and trandators learn to have
careand sensitivity towardseach oth-
er'sdifferences.

Thetrandation and review process
is painfully slow and at the moment
we are working through the Funda-
mental Beliefs booklet and the Heav-

en and Hell booklet. The translators
and reviewers are across continents
and most have not met each other.
Further they haveregular jobsandthe
translation work is voluntary, after
hours and after family and Christian
duties. We thank the Eternal for the
unselfish labor of love of these vol-
unteers.

| posted onthe UCG.org site. Asyouth
material, booklets and Noticias
Unidas are published, they will
appear on the Web site. The Por-
tuguese brethren are thankful for the
great support they havereceived from
the staff at the UCG home office to

1 | put together the Web site, as well as
- toformat, print and mail the Noticias

Unidas.

The brethren in
Brazil are visited by
Saul Langarica, a Span-
ish-speaking minister in
Chile. The brethren in
Portugal and Azores do
not have aregular min-
ister, and their Christian
growth is undoubtedly
impacted by that lack.

The  Portuguese
brethren, like many
other brethren across
the world, feel very
betrayed by those who led them
astray and scattered most of them so

effectively. Satan’s attack wasindeed
devastating in God's Church through-
out theworld and throughout the var-
ious languages. Due to the language
barrier, the problem has been expo-
nentially aggravated, and the Por-
tuguese brethrenfee! particularly dis-
advantaged.

They all need more personal and
regular contact, but the onesin Portu-

ga and Spain do aso need a nearby
Feast site and regular Christian fel-
lowship. Clearly there is much work
to be done. The harvest is plentiful
and theneed isgreat.

A Group in Angola?

God is, however, working greater
things that we are not always fully
awareof. Such an exampleisthelarge
group of  Portuguese-speaking
brethren in Angola (perhaps 3,000 to
5,000) that we have heard have stood
upfor thetruth. Wehave not been able
to contact them yet, but have sent feel-
erstowardsthemviaanumber of peo-
ple. Intheir case, trust will haveto be
earned over time. We also don’t wish
to come across pushy towards them,
but merely to be ableto servethem, if
that is God'swill, in Histime.

Currently there are a number of
Portuguese  brethren  scattered
throughout the world and some are
probably getting the English literature
without knowing that thereisasmall
effort going on around them in their
own mother tongue.

If any of you fal in this category
and would
like to help,
pleaselet the
home office
know of your
kind willing-
nessto help.

Thank you
for  your
prayers for
al the scat-

Clarissa de Campos prints, staples
and mails the bimonthly
Portuguese newsletter Noticias
Unidas (United News) at the home
office in Milford, Ohio (photos by
Michelle de Campos)

tered brethren in all languages.
Jorge de Campos

Brethren in Lisbon, Portugal, during the Feast of Unleavened Bread: standing,
Ana Paula Almeida; sitting from the left, Fernanda Pacheco, Maria José and
Jaime Campos with their children Sara and David

“Regional,” continued from page 1

ship seminarsthe past two yearsaswell
as working with many leaders in the
local congregations.

Quality control in sermons, cyber-
cadting and other areaswasaso atopic.
Thegroup aso discussed enhancing the

Feast with afew educationa seminars
and workshopsasthemanpower ismade
avallable.

Harold Rhodes, theregional pastor of
the Southeastern Region, and his wife,
Loree werepresented withaplaqueand
severd smdll giftsto show gppreciation
for their years of service. Dueto aheart

attack, Ministerial Servicesfelt it need-
ed to relieve the extra stress of regiond
pastoring from Mr. Rhodes, who
remains pastor of three congregations
and Festival coordinator. Bruce Gore,
the pastor in Birmingham and Gadsden,
Alabama, and Rome, Georgia, was
named to replacehim. un
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Ministers Visit Scattered Members in South Pacific

by Leon Walker

In my capacity as one of the two
trustees of the United Church of God,
New Zedand (UCGNZ) | make an
annud trip to New Zedand in order to
meet with Art Verschoor, the other
trustee, and Jeff Caudle, thepastor. This
isnecessary inorder toreview theactiv-
ities of the Church in the region and to
make plansfor thefuture. Furthermore,
snce UCGNZ has adminigtrative
responsibility for the South Pecific, Jeff
asked that | accompany him in visiting
the membersin Fiji, Tonga and Singa-
pore. He felt that my role as amember
of the Council of Elders aswdl asmy
over 40yearsof involvementintheinter-
national work of the Church would be
helpful to him and the membersin the
region.

Deacon to Help in Fiji

My wifeand | left LosAngeles, Cal-
ifornia, a 11:30 p.m. on Tueday, Oct
28, for Nadi, Fiji. We arrived Thursday
morning a 5 am., “losing” a day by
crossingthelnternationd DateLine. We
weremet a theNadi airport by Jeff Ca-
dle, who had flown from his homein
Auckland, New Zealand, to Nadi the
night before. We then caught a local
flight at 8:45 am. for the short trip to
Swva, Fiji.

That afternoon Jeff and | had a
lengthy conversation with Emori Toloi,
one of the memberswho livesin Suva,
regarding the Churchin Fiji. Themem-
bership of the Church in Fiji is very
small. Jeff isonly ableto teke occasion-
d tripsto Fiji during theyear. Themem-
berslisten to sermon tapessent fromthe
homeofficeduring theyear when Jeff is
not ableto be present.

Jeff had observed during the past year
that one of the main needs was loca
leadership. Someone needed to be
responsible for the orderly conduct of
sarvices, handling mail and other admin-
igtrative duties. Since Emori had beena
deaconfor many yearsintheWorldwide
Church of God, we discussed with him
the leadership vacuum that existed and
the need for someoneto handlethe var-
ious administrative duties in Jeff’s
absence. Emori recognized thisneed and
weall fdtit would benefit the Churchif
his ordination as a deacon were to be
accepted by the United Church of God.

Therefore, we officialy recognized
Emori Toloi as adeacon in UCG and
prepared astatement that would begiv-
entothemembersin Fji. Thestatement
informed the members that Emori
Toloi's status as a deacon was recog-
nized by UCG and that he would be
conducting theweekly Sebbath services
and performing al other administrative
functions of the Church in Fji, under
thedirection of Jeff Caudle.

Visiting Tonga

The next morning, Friday, Jeff, my
wifeand | departed Suvaat 8:30 am.,,
arriving in Tonga a 11 am. We were
met at the airport by Heamas and
KadaTa ufo'ou, theloca minister and
wife.

We met with the members on the

Sabbathand | gavethesermon. Thecur-
rent membership, apart from Heamas
and hiswife, consstsof membersof the
Ha angana family. Mr. Ha anganawas
the previouspastor, who died during our
visttoTongalast year. Alsovisitingwas
the Tal ufo’ ous' son who was on vaca-
tion from his university studiesin New
Zedand. The membersin Tonga were
very grateful for our vist, as very few
non-Tongans visit them. As Heamasi
mentioned when he introduced me for
thesermon, “ TheWalkersand Jeff Cau-
dlewerethelast onestovisit uslast year

On Monday we got
together with Heamasi and
Kadainordertodiscussin
greater detail issuesof con-
cern and importance. We
then departed onthe6 p.m.
flight, returning to Suva,
Fiji, where we spent the
night.

Back Through Fiji
Once again we got

together with Emori Toloi

and hiswifefor dinner. We

i i
Scenes from visit to
Tonga. Upper right,
Tongan pastor Heamasi
Ta'ufo’ou and his wife
Kalela and their son who
was on vacation from his
studies in New Zealand;
right, Reba Walker A
fellowships with the ladies |,
(photos by Leon Walker)

and the first to visit us this |
year!” After serviceswefel-
lowshipped with the mem- -
bers, who had provided an abundanceof
snacksand fruit for our enjoyment.
Thenext day the membersinvited us
to an“umu,” or barbecue. Some of the
vegetablesareabit different from those
we are accustomed to, but we enjoyed
the opportunity of being able to get to
know the members better.

leaving for our flight to Auckland, New
Zedand.

Fellowship and Future
Plans for New Zealand

We left Fiji on Thursday at 1 p.m.,
arriving in Auckland about 5 p.m. We
gpent the Sabbath in Auckland where |
gave the sermon. It was encouraging to
seenew facesthat | had not seen before
in the congregation. United in New
Zedand is growing steadily,
including some returning from
WCG.

On Sunday the Caudles hogt-
ed abarbecue at their home for
dl themembers, sothet wecould
all get to know one another bet-

‘.'J,..p_ ter. Jeff has been having such

visited with one of the
other members in Suva
on Tuesday morning, pri-
or to our departure for
Nedi. We departed Suva
a 1 p.m. On Wednesday
morning we met with a
member in Nadi before

activities recently and it has
helped agrest dedl indeveloping
the warmth and friendship
among the members. About 25
| members were able to attend.
The weather was beautiful, the

food was good and everyone seemed to
appreciatethe activity.

On Monday Jff, Rebaand | flew to
Napier in order to meet with Art Ver-
schoor, one of the trustees of the New
Zedand Church trust. We spent the
evening and next morning discussing
various issues concerning the Church.

Our focuswasprimarily onthefutureof
the Church and especialy contingency
plansif JeffisnolongerinNew Zedland.
After lunch on Tuesday we returned to
Auckland.

Potential for Growth in the
Singapore Area

On Thursday Rebaand | l€ft for Sin-
gapore, with achange of planesin Syd-
ney, Austraia Jeff left about two hours
after our departure, but arrivedin Singa
pore an hour before us, Snce he had a
nonstop flight. We were met a the air-
port by Jeff and two of themembers. We
then went to our hotel and rested the
night.

Onthe Sabbath, wehad serviceswith
the members, some of whom had trav-
eled from Indonesiaand Maaysia. Jeff
led services, gave someannouncements
and | gavethesermon. After serviceswe
fellowshipped for awhile and then had
lunch together in a nearby restaurant.
After lunch we returned to our meeting
room and | conducted a question-and-
answer session. Then the group assem-
bled once again for dinner in the home
of oneof themembers. Theseoccasions
enabled usal to get to know oneanoth-
er better aswell as providing an oppor-
tunity to discussissuesof importanceto
the members who have few opportuni-
tiesof having persona contact with the
minigtry of the Church.

TheChurchisgrowingdowly inSin-
gapore and other aressin thisregion of
Asa Jff has been able to travel there
morefrequently and the membershipis
grateful for that. Jeff feds the area has
the potentia to grow even more in the
future.

Reba and | returned home on Mon-
day, viaHong Kong, San Franciscoand
Dallas. The return home took 32 hours
from thetime we got up in our hotel in
Singapore until wearrived homein Big
Sandy, Texas. An annua trip of this
natureis helpful to the Council inthat it
provides input regarding a region that
haslittle direct contact with the leader-
shipof theChurch. It alsoenablesmem-
bersin the region to ask questions and
discussissuesof importanceand/or con-
cerntothem. un
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“Cookbook,” continued from page 2

Our Church culture is very specia
and unique. Many of you madeextreme
sacrificesto bewhereyou aretoday. We
would love to put in writing your won-
derful recipes, ssgeadviceand vauable
traditions to share with others and pass
on to the next generation. Perhaps you
will reachinto your recipe box and find
atreasured recipefromaloved onewho
hasdied. Theirwordsof wisdomor their
recipes can be passed on for other gen-
erationsto useand treasure. Just sendthe
recipe, “Inmemory of .. ”

Wewant to producethe highest qual-
ity book that we can a the most reason-
able price, and make it available to

everyonein UCG. All proceedsfromthe
sdeof thiscookbook will godirectly to
the UCG Good Works Program, and
provide critical aid to our dedicated
brethren who redlly need help.

Again, we areraising money to fund
lifeimprovement projectsthat areabove
and beyond the normal Church budget
(see www.ucg.org/goodworks).

The cutoff date for submitting your
tips and recipes will be April 1, 2004.
Whilewe are dtill in the early planning
stages and they may be refined some-
what, the categorieswe are planning to
use are: Sabbath preparation tips, mak-
ing the Sabbath specid tips, specid Sab-
bath recipes, your favorite potluck
recipe, Unleavened Bread recipes, Night

to Be Much Observed recipes and
menus, any specid tips, ideasand tradi-
tions your family does for the Spring
Holy Days and the same for the Fall
Holy Days. Since we cannot test the
recipes, wewould ask that you only send
recipesthat you have actualy mede, or
othersyou know havemade, andyou are
confident aretried and true.

How to Submit Recipes

We suggest that one person in your
congregation collect al therecipesand
tips. Then that person can send al of
theminoneenvelope. Therewill beless
chance of something getting lost.
Please double-check your recipes for
accuracy, make sure they are legible,

theingredient anounts are correct and
the oven temperature is included.
Please list al ingredients at the top of
the recipe. If you want your name and
church areainthebook, pleaseinclude
that aswell.

It would aso be helpful to have the
name and phone number of the person
who collects and sends in the materia
from each congregation, so that we can
contact him or her, in case we have a
question. Sending handwritten recipes
or photocopiesof recipeswould befine.
However, if someone has time to type
them up and put them on a disk, that
would be even better.

If cookbooks arejust not your thing,
therearemany other waysto contribute

totheGood Works Program. Cincinnati
East has held three successful garage
sdes. We loved this project because
everyone had something to contribute.
A baked goodsauction canasobeafun
and effective way to raise funds. For
more specific fund-raising ideas and
information, please contact Belinda
McCloudat (513) 722-8740 or e-mail a
belindamccloud@yahoo.com.

Thanks for your support of this pro-
ject and we look forward to receiving
your recipes. We plan to have this book
ready before Feast time.

Recipes and tips can be mailed to:
United Church of God, Attn: Cincin-
nati East Cookbook, PO. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027. un
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" ‘j From the Word

How to Help an Alcoholic

® This is the last article in a
three-part series on
alcoholism from the
Focused Education
Committee.

by Larry J. Walker and
Glen White

In the previous two installments of
this series, we have identified and
described the symptomsof acoholism.
Alcoholismisso widespread that most
of usknow someone &fflicted with the
problem.

What can you do to help someone
who hasadrinking problem?

The Barrier of Denial

Unfortunately, a major roadblock
standsin theway of help for most suf-
ferers. Itiscaled denid. Thedifficulty
of admitting our problemsisintrinsic
to human nature (Proverbs 16:2; 21:2).
Thestigmaconnected with out-of-con-
trol drinking stands in the way for
many. No one wants to admit to what
he or sheis ashamed of.

Thedynamicsof chemical addiction
drive denial far beyond the normal
degree of human nature. Thedesperate
craving for acohol leads the deceitful
mind (Jeremiah 17:9) toemploy awide
rangeof “ defense mechanisms’—such
as rationalization, justification, mini-
mization and blame shiftingin order to
continue drinking. Laying guilt trips,
provoking incidents of anger to justify
drinking, lying and many other forms
of improper behavior often result. An
acoholic eventudly develops aworld
of illusion that becomes a dangerous
mirage of redity.

Somehow this nightmarish world of
denia must beinvaded and destroyed.

Don’t Be an Enabler
Thedifficulty iscompounded by the

fact that family members, especialy the
husband or wife of the alcohalic, often
alow themsdlvesto get hooked intothis
bizarreworld of denial. Making excus-
esfor missed work becomes common-
place, spawned by fear of loss of job,
desireto avoid rejection by friendsand
family, and misguided concern for the
drinking family member. The mate
often prolongs the acoholic’s drinking
behavior by becoming an “enabler”

The acoholic must be alowed to
face the consequences of his or her
inappropriate behavior. This may
involve suffering and secrifice for oth-
er family members. But as long as
someone shieldsdrinking behavior, the
problems normally will continue and
intengify.

It is recommended that the wife or
other family members avoid making
calstoemployers, andlet theacoholic
call for himsdlf. If he staggers home,
vomits and passes out on the living
room floor or front lawn, the natural
tendency istoclean himupand put him
to bed and then let him have the full
force of anger and resentment in the
morning. Then his head is pounding
with a hangover and he is aready
ashamed of his behavior the evening
before—unlesshewasinablackout, in
which case he will remember nothing.

If thisoccurs, dlowing him to wake
upfacedownintheresidueof thenight
before can provide a powerful dose of
redlity. Especialy if hewakesupinfull
sight of his neighbors as they begin
their day. An acoholic usualy needs
thiskind of toughloveto help himface
the consequencesof hisdrinking prob-
lem. Themorning after may aso bethe
timeto camly and lovingly encourage
him to consider getting help.

Motivation for Seeking
Treatment

But what if the alcoholic still refus-
es to acknowledge the need for help?

Dos and Don’ts

Don’t

1. Threaten, bribeor preach.

2. Loseyour temper.

3. Allowyour anxiety toleadyouto
do what the acoholic should do for
himsdlf/hersalf.

4. Cover up, make excuses for or
hide the acoholic from consequences
of higher behavior.

5. Hide or throw away bottles of
acohal.

6. Argueor reasonwith anyonewho
isdrunk.

7. Drink along with a problem
drinker.

8. Ridewith anyonewhoingstson
driving whileintoxicated.

9. Accept guilt for another’ shehav-
ior.

10. Allow your spiritud lifeto suf-
fer asresult of acoholism.

Do

1. Learn al you can about alco-
holism.

2. Become familiar with treatment
resourcesin your community.

3. Behonest with theacohoalic.

4. Keepyour cool whentalkingwith
anacoholic.

5. Counsdl with your pastor and/or
doctor about acohol problemsin the
family.

6. Attend Alanon, Alateen or other
groups that offer support and helpful
information.

7. Teach your children about aco-
holism.

8. Do dl you can to maintain a
hedlthy aimosphere a home.

9. Be patient; acoholism can pose
many challenges.

10. Maintainyour faithin God.

For many yearsthebelief persisted that
anacoholic hasto*hit bottom” before
seeking treatment. Sooner or later some
crisiswill forcetheacohalictofaceup
to reality or suffer tragic conse-
quences—lossof family, financid ruin,
imprisonment, a horrible car crash or
even death.

Must family members sit by help-
lesdy and wait for tragedy to strike?
What if you or someoned seinthefam-
ily area theend of your ropeemotion-
aly andfed you cannot takeany more?
What if you feel you cannot ride out
thisdizzying spird tooblivion?Isabet-
ter alternative available?

Dynamics of Intervention

Thankfully, yes. The recommended
method is called intervention. Inter-
vention should include prayer—ask-
ing God for help and having Him in
the forefront of al that is done. Inter-
vention also involves a carefully
planned, frank but loving confronta-
tion session by as many family and
other meaningful persons as are will-
ing and able to participate. Former
U.S. President Gerald Ford's wife,
Betty, isawell-known exampleof suc-
cessful intervention.

Each participant clearly sates facts
and feelings about how the drinking
pattern hasaffected hisor her life. This
information is conveyed after sincere-
ly affirming love and concern to the
problemdrinker. A combination of sup-
port and confrontation is important to
let the person know that the othersin
theroom lovehimor her but cannot and
will not continue to tolerate the drink-
ing problem.

Alternatives and consequences
should be spelled out. Each person
must be prepared to follow through on
whatever actions he spells out. No
bluffing, no threats. These only hurt
credibility and prolong suffering of all
concerned.

Before undertaking this course of
action, besureto seek professiond help,
including your minigter. It is advisable
to have a trained facilitator lead and
monitor the discussion.

The object of intervention is to
secure the alcoholic’s agreement to

enter a trestment program at the con-
clusonof thesession. Therefore, aplan
of action should areedy bein place so
treatment can begin immediately.
Treatment should be considered with
the same sense of urgency and gravity
asamedical emergency such asappen-
dicitisor aheart attack.

Where to Find Help

Where canyou find hep?What type
of treatment isavailable?Of coursethis
should be investigated long before the
intervention is scheduled so you are
reedy to proceed quickly with your pre-
pared plan of action.

Besideshelp fromyour minister, the
yellow pages section of your phone
book isagood placeto go. Look under
“Alcoholism Information and Treat-
ment” tofindalist of treatment centers
inyour area. Some are privately oper-
ated. Some are nonprofit, usualy sup-
ported by government funds. If insur-
ance coverage is available, private
centers may be a better option. If not,
treatment at a public facility may be
available on a “dliding scale” basis,
which means the cost is adjusted
according to the family income. Doc-
tors and governmental agencies
(including emergency 911 service in
the United States) can aso provide
referral information.

Treatment Options

What isinvolved inthistype of treat-
ment? Firgt, an assessment interview is
set up with the patient to determine the

natureand duration of trestment. Detox-
ification is usually the next procedure,
tohdpremovea cohol fromthesystem
and to treat side effects such as with-
drawal symptoms. The patient then
entersaperiod of inpatient or outpatient
trestment.

Treatment modalities have been
standardized in recent years by gov-
ernment regulations and insurance
company requirements. Most pro-
grams consist of group therapy, indi-
vidual counseling, lectures and nutri-
tional support.

Family involvement isalso critical-
ly important, since alcoholism affects
theentirefamily. Participationintreat-
ment also reinforces their love for the
acohoalic. Special family group ses-
sonsareplanned to hepfamiliescom-
municatefactsand fedingsopenly and
honestly with support from other
patientsand their families. Peoplehelp
people, and learn about themselvesin
the process.

The 12-Step Program

The 12-step program of Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA) is central to the
recovery philosophy of trestment. Itwas
developed yearsago by recovering aco-
holics who analyzed what they did to
attain sobriety.

This program has a longstanding
track record of success, somuch sothat
adapted versionsare used for many oth-
er formsof addictivebehavior. Thesuc-
cessratecan beattributed tothefact that
al 12 stepsareinharmony with biblical

The 12 Steps of Alcoholics Anonymous

O©CONDUTRWNE

We admitted we were powerless over acohol—that our lives had become unmanagesble.
Cameto believethat a Power grester than ourselves could restore usto sanity.
Madeadecision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God aswe understood Him.
Made asearching and fearlessmoral inventory of ourselves.
. Admitted to God, to ourselves and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs.
Wereentirely ready to have God removeal these defectsof character.
Humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings.

. Madealigt of al personswe had harmed, and became willing to make amendsto theml.

. Madedirect amendsto such people wherever possible, except when to do so would injurethem or others.

10. Continued to take personal inventory and when we werewrong promptly admitted it.

11. Sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious contact with God, as we understood Him, praying

only for knowledge of Hiswill for usand the power to carry that out.

12. Having had aspiritual awakening astheresult of these steps, wetried to carry thismessageto acoholics, and to prac-

ticethese principlesindl our affairs.
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principles. The book, Twelve Steps and
Twelve Traditions, available from AA,
expounds the value of the program to
recovering acoholics.

Treatment centers do not promise to
“cure” acoholism. They offer treatment
and a program to follow to maintain
sobriety. Gaining and maintaining sobri-
ety isthe persond responsibility of each
patient. An ongoing “ maintenance pro-
gram” is usualy discussed with the
patient prior to discharge from inpatient
trestment. Thisinvolvesperiodicfollow-
up group thergpy sessons and selection
of anAA group to attend & least oncea
week.

What Is Alcoholics
Anonymous?

AlcoholicsAnonymousisan interna-
tiond fellowship of recoveringacoholics
who meet together to help each other
maintain sobriety. Theonly requirement
for joining or attending AA isadesireto
stopdrinking. Thereisno cost other than
optiona contributions for refreshments
and cost of meting facilities.

AAisnotareligion. Itissmply asup-
port group devoted to helping people
stop drinking. Similar support groups
exigt for many other causes, such aslos
ing weight.

Belief that looking toa“ Higher Pow-
e’ isnecessary for sobriety isafunda
mental tenet of the 12-step program.
“God as we understood Him” is anoth-
ertermusedinAA to accommodate peo-
pleof dl religiousfaiths. Themoregen-
era “Higher Power” is designed for
agnostics and atheists as a beginning
point for seeking help beyond the indi-
vidua sufferer. This should present no
problems to God's people. On the con-
trary, we can appreciatethe 12-step pro-
gram even more becauise of our under-
gtanding of God'splan.

Two other common objectionstoAA
are the foul language that seemsto be
common farefor many recovering alco-
holics, and the fact that many recover-
ing acoholicssmoke profusaly at mest-
ings. Neither of these problems is
insurmountable. The key isfinding the
right AA group. The local AA office
can steer you to a nonsmoking AA
group. An AA group that meetsin a
churchisnot aslikely to have smoking
or useof foul language, smply because
of thelocation.

Meetingsare chaired by AA member
volunteerson arotating basis. They lead
an informal discussion geared toward
maintaining sobriety. Discuss onssome-
times center on atheme, such as one of
the 12 stepsand how it applies.

Alcoholics Anonymous has many
booklets, for little or no cost, to help
explantheorganizationinmuch greater
detail thanispossiblewithinthe scopeof
thisarticle.

Focused Education

The Focused Education team is com-
mitted todoingwhat wecanto helpfam-
ilies suffering from acoholism. We
appreciateyour continued prayersfor this
much-needed program and for those
among uswho need hope, helpand hedl-
ing. TheABClecturesonacoholismcan
befound ontheWeb a www.ucg.org/abc
/classes/dcoholism.htm. un

Thisarticlewasfirst publishedinthe
Sept. 14, 1998, issue of United News.

m As a boy I loved to launch
little wood chip boats, but [
learned I didn't want to be
like them, at the mercy of
the whims of the stream.

by Robert Berendt

Oneof my favoritespring activitiesas
aboy wasto get a chip of wood, put a
makeshift sail on it made of atoothpick
and alittle piece of paper—and then let
it float down stream. Sometimes we
wouldlaunch our chip boatsontoamud
puddle and let the wind push them
around. It seemsalot of boyslikedtodo
that inthose days.

You could watch the current take the
littleboat, twist it toand fro and do pret-
ty much what it wanted to with the
makeshift craft. | never knew where it
would end up. Sometimes | would fol-
low the boat downstream and rescue it
fromthemany timesit would bestrand-
edinan eddy or onalittle shore. There
seemed something curious to my mind
about the control the currents and wind
hed onthelittleboat—and the utter help-
lessnessof the boat itself.

Drifting aimlessly has never been
appealing to me. | think those experi-
enceswiththechipsdefined apart of my
character without meredizingwhat wes
happening. | did not want to beadrifter
like that little chip was. | did not want
destiny to shape my life for me or the
whims of others to determine what |
could or could not be. | wanted to con-
trol my destiny asmuch aspossible.

My need for adefinable god and the
meansto achieve that god have dways
been a subconscious force in my deci-
sions. | learned that one could shoot for
the moon and perhapsland on acloud.
The cloud was much higher than the
ground everyonetrod on. Observing the
animals preparing for the winter also
hel ped definetheneed tolook aheed and
not just randomly make choices that
suited my moodsor fedings.

Wandering in the
Wilderness

Psdlm 107 carriesoneof themost pro-
found messagesthat includesthetheme
of drifting that | have seenin the Scrip-
tures. InthisPsalm weread the descrip-
tionof spiritua lifebeing
battered about by strong
outside forces. An aim-
less and purposdless
drifting seems to occur
spiritualy. Verse 2 indi-
catesthat the peoplearethose
who have been caled by God.
They aredescribed aspeoplewho had
been drifting.

All mankindisinthisstormy sea, and
we can truly say that, try as we might,
we cannot get the ship we are on to sail
smoothly and peacefully inthedirection
of happier and better times. There do
seem to be periods of time in which
mankind isgoing in the right direction.
Wenotethat by progress, strong family
life and peace. The duration is short,
however, and soonawind comesup and

nationafter nationfindsitself
caught up in the swirl of
world eventsthat provetobe
unsettling and often disas
trous.

Verses 6 through 9
describe God guiding and
helping this group. Howev-
er, most of theworldisobliv-
ioustotherudder God offers
Theonly helpwecould have
is rejected and man sinks
back into the depths of
despair, frustration and
anger. We simply do not
want someone telling us
what to do.

Actudly, though, theonly
question iswho is going to
tell uswhat to do. If humans
do not follow God, they will
follow the only other force
that pressuresthem, and that
isthedeception of Satan. We
may think we are following
our own plansand thoughts,
but wearesubtly guided and
misguided by an evil being
who is far more intelligent
and deviousthat we humans
ae Veses 17 and 18
describe the foolishness of
thosewho abhorred thetruth

God offers. Thesedraw near It is like a little piece of wood that is drifting down the river towards Niagara Falls.
todeath and think they have  The current is strong and seems to move the wood along with ease. It is only when

found life.

The Broad Way

JesusChrigt tellsusin Matthew 7:13-
14that theway that leedstodegthiswide
andeasy totravel. It seemslikewearein
contral. Itislikeour littlechip boat float-
ing down alarger river. The currentsdo
not draw the chip into the rocks or
sand—the river
is large

enough
that nothing seems to impede the
progress of the chip boat we have built.
Weare obliviousto any danger.
Itislikealittle piece of wood that is
drifting down theriver towards Niagara
Fals. Thecurrentisstrong and seemsto
move the wood aong with ease. It is
only whenitistoo latethat theominous
roar of thefd|sstrikesfear intotheheart.
| donot think that peoplesmply want

todie, but thedirection so many choose
leadsto an early death. A police officer
friend of mineoncetold methat theaver-
age lifespan of ateenager who dtartsto
takedrugsisabout 10years. Dead before
theageof 30. What atragedy. Jesussad
that only thefew find the narrower path
that leadstolife—thepath lesstraveled.
Back to Psdlm 107. Verse 25 tdls us
about the stormy seas and winds that
Goddoescontrol. Heisthemaster pot-
ter and designer of our destinies
(Romans 9:15-26). God is concerned
about mankind and thusweknow that
Hecarefully watcheseachlittlechipthat
issaling dong. Those that are drifting
amlesdy will oneday berescued. They
will begatheredin by their Cresator.
Verses 26 to 30 are very encourag-
ing. We seethat mankind doeswander
intodl sortsof diffi-
culty when heis at
the mercy of the
storms. Good
sailors know that
they must fight against
the storms, but even
then, only with agood rud-
der and power from an engine or
sail canthey haveany control. Drifting
isacertainrecipefor disaster. | lovethe
wordsof verse 30, “He guidesthemto
their desired haven.”

Eternity in Our Hearts

God hasplaced in dl humansahope
and desire to live forever. We do not
awaysunderstand that, but thelifeof a
person is o profoundly different from
that of any other creatures that we can
only wonder asto how thecomplex mat-

it is too late that the ominous roar of the falls strikes fear into the heart.

terssuch asthought, learning, hopeand
fear ever came about.

In Ecclesiagtes 3:11 we glimpse this
desire when the Bible tells us that God
hasplaced“eternity” intheir hearts. That
does not mean humans live forever—it
is the concept and hope of eternity that
iswithinusal. Thatisin dl likelihood
part of the reason thet every culture has
religiousbeliefs. They areconfused and
wrong, but nevertheless dl tend to pro-
mote the belief in life after deeth. God
offersthe gift of eternd life. That isthe
shoretowhich Hewill guidethosewho
yiddto Hishand.

Thelast five verses of Psaim 107 tell
of theinfluence of Godin our lives. He
will not alow the disasters that drive
unbelieving mankind to such great dis-
tressto destroy Hispeople. He does not
takeusout of thestormy seg, but Hesup-
pliesthe rudder and the power to guide
His people through the storm to a safe
harbor.

Sailing stormy seasiswhat develops
skill and srengthinasailor. Cdmwaters
never do. Sailing amlesdy and with a
lossof power and rudder istherecipefor
disaster and death. Verse 43 dtates that
the wise will observe these things and
understand the lovingkindness of God.

Perhaps making alittle chip boat that
was subject to the whims of the stream
orwindwasagoodthingtodo. It taught
me the result of aimless drifting and
proved the need for guidance. Truth as
defined by Godistheguideweal need.
Hepromisesthat if wedo observe, if we
do seek and if we do knock, He will
answer (Matthew 7:8). The Bibleisthe
source of thistruth—let’'suseit! un
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Lexington Hosts Seventh Annual Winter Family Tournament

“Lexington,” continued from page 1

andMexico, aswell asthedistant states
of Washington, Florida, New Jersey
and Cdifornia, to name a few. Teens
fromthe United Church of GodinDal-
las, Texas, did fund-raisers throughout
theyear toraisemoney to charter abus
and pay expenses, sothey could attend.

Top two basketball teams;
the Treybig family plays
volleyball (photos by Gary
Antion and Janet Treadway)

Oneyoung man, who had
never atended church, was
correspondingwithateenon
the Internet and found out
about the event. He was s0
inspired by it that he bought
abus ticket and traveled over 30 hours
from Maine to attend. He attended his
very first Sabbath service during the
event.

Annette Adames from Central New
Jersey traveled 10 hours with her four
children. Annette said, “It takes faith
togetinthecar andtravel that distance,
aone, with the children.” Her husband
does not attend church, so she seesthe
need to bring her children to the fami-
ly weekend to bewith othersteenswith
the same beliefs. “| also gain great
strength from the spiritua things that
the Family Tournament provides
through the seminars and Sabbath ser-
mon,” shesaid.

Mr. Holladay gavethemain message
onthe Sabbath. Hissermon wasonthe
importance of relationships. “ Probably
themajor reason we cameto thisweek-
end isto see other people” Mr. Holla-
day said. “Outside of the Feast of
Tabernaclesand summer camps, thisis
the greatest opportunity many of our
teens and young people have to see
thelr friends, to fellowship, to partici-
pate in activities and to hear the Word
of God applied.”

Mr. Holladay went on to talk about
theimportance of building strong, posi-
tiverdlationshipswith parents, shlings,
peersand, most of al, with God. “Weall
wereput onthisearthto develop aprop-
er relationship with God and each other
so that wemight live forever in cooper-
ation, peace and happiness”

After the Sabbath, Pam Stenzel, a
world-renowned speaker on the subject
of sexua abstinence, e ectrified theaudi-

ence with amotivating message to the
teens and young adults. Parents were
dsoinattendance. Beforeshewaseven

finished speaking, the young people

weresomoved by her messagethét they s

got up and gave her astanding ovation.
Mrs. Stenzel stayed around until 11
p.m. talking with the teens and young
adultsand answering thelr questions.

Along with the sporting events,
which included basketball, volleyball,
soccer, flag football and Ping-Pong,
there were dances, ice skating, swim-
ming, moviesfor thechildrenand more

than 10 seminarsto choose from.

Two new activitieswereadded this
year, the Friday night Fireside Chat
for theteensand anumber of ministers,
andtheAmbassador College/Universi-
ty/Bible Center Reunion (see article
below). TheFireside Chat, “ without the
fire” gave young and old alike an
opportunity to spend Sabbath evening
together, discussing varioustopicsand
enjoying pizzaand pop.

At the conclusion of the Saturday
evening dances, the four-day activity
was over for 2003.

Yes, the Cincinnati North and Lex-
ington congregations did build it, and
“they” did come. Because of the
growth over the years, it has required
more congregations, along with many

Clockwise from above left: Roy Holladay
gives Sabbath sermon; seminars in
Lexington by Amold Mendez Sr. and
Pam Stenzel; Karl Herman dances with
his daughters Montana and Kendall
(photos by Janet Treadway)

home office staff members, to joinin
andwork together tohelp build aneven
greater activity. The seventh annual
tournament hascomeand gone, but the
friendships and memories made will
last alifetime. un

Saturday evening, Dec. 27, 160
Ambassadors and family members
gathered at the Griffin Gate Marriott
in Lexington, Kentucky, during the
Winter Family Tournament. Amidold

Envoys, Pictorials, logo sweatshirts
and mugs and a brass college logo
fromthepast, former Ambassador Stu-
dents shared food and updates about
their liveswith one another.
Thetableswere decorated with pur-
ple and gold as the students from
Ambassador College, Ambassador

Center enjoyed the opportunity to be
together and share their experiences,
past and present, with one another.
There were representatives from each
decade from the 1960sto 2000s.

A dlide show was developed
with picturestaken from Envoys
and Pictorials.

All Ambassador Reunion Featured at Lexington Weekend

Scenes from the Ambassador Reunion in Lexington, Kentucky, Dec. 27,
University and Ambassador Bible when 160 attended (photos by Gary E. Antion)

Plans for the
next Ambassador
Reunion include
notifying those
who signed their
names and gave
an e-mail address of the event in
plenty of time to plan for gathering
together during the next Winter
Family Tournament.

Thank you to al who came and to
al those who helped with the organi-
zation of thiswonderful event.

Gary E. Antion, Event Coordinator
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A Word Fitly Spoken in
Time of Grief

A mother’s son is murdered in cold blood. A
husband loses his beloved wife of two years, just
beforethe Feast. You know both familiesand want
to comfort them, but what canyou say intheface
of such aterribleloss?

Flowers, cards and food are certainly appreci-
ated, but thereissomething even more specia that
only those who knew their loved ones can give.
That isthe gift of words.

“A word fitly spoken . . " isespecidly applic-
ableinasituation likethis. Wordsabout memories
that you haveof their loved onelet them know that
their loved onewas aso valuableto you. They let
themknow that theworldisabetter placebecause
this person not only lived, but lives on in your
mind and heart.

The more specific you can be, the better; but
the important thing isto express your fedingsin
your awnwords.
An  example
would betelling
the mother how
much you |
enjoyed taking
her son to bas-
ketball games @&
adongwithyours &
andwhat acred-
it he was to the
church basket-
ball team. You
could tell the husband how warm and friendly his
wifewaswhen you attended their church congre-
gation and how she dwaysmadeyou fed right at
home.

Writing words of comfort isnot hard to do, and
youcanevendoit by e-mail for free. Yet doingjust
that isheyond priceto grieving peoplewho them-
selves are specia and need your comfort more
than they can express. Don't be surprised if they
il thank you for it years|ater.

Marilyn Braley
Houston South, Texas, congregation

Trials—Obstacles or
Opportunities?

We al experience trials and changes in our
lives. Hurt, pain, frustration, boredom, despair,
rejection, failure—no matter what the depth, they
al seem to hurt nonetheless. These are negative
feelings, as Dr. Julie Stafford says, “that clutter
our journey through life instead of complement-
ing the road we choose to travel. It's these nega
tivefedlingsthat causeusto seesituationsassmall
or large crisesinstead of stepping stonesto some
higher achievement.”

Negative fedings can take away the quality of
our lives. Wehavebeen givenachoicein life—we
caneither create obstaclesor wecan create oppor-
tunities.

Our character isthemostimportant asset in our
life—knowing God's truth is a “ pearl of great
price;” atreasured possession. But harboring neg-
ative thoughts in our minds can cregte crippling
effects. Each negative thought has an automatic
negativereaction, which eventually snowballsinto
adangerous destructive path.

We can't dways change our current situation.
Maybe you have a seriousillness or aloved one
has died. Perhapsyou suffer from aweight prob-
lem, money problem or afedling of neglect and
failure. In most cases these situations automati-
cally createnegative, down fedingsand emotions.
Butit'suptousasto how long wewill alow neg-
ativethoughtsto attack our minds. Thelonger they
are there, the more we dtart believing them, and
eventualy our actions prove our thoughts.

Say, for instance, aclosefriend breaks up with
you. The emotions you experience at that time
may include anger, sadness, hurt, pain, perhaps
even depression and rejection. These are auto-
matic! But what would happen if you considered
the opportunity you have been given through this
tria to flip a negative into a positive?
Teketimeto think and pray about what b
happened and how thisaffectsyou. Ask
God to clear your clouded vision
and heal your pain.

Pray for your friendtoo. Heor sheis

human as well and also experiences pain.
Find something nice to say to this person—per-
haps send an e-mail or card. Ask God to help you
forgiveandlovewithal your heart. Putasmileon
your face and tell yourself that “this too shall
pass,” and cast al your care upon God (1 Peter
5:7). Eventudly your whole attitude will change
and you'll be a happier person. Isn't that better
than holding on to negativity and maliciously
breeding angry thoughts?

No matter what we do, life will con-
stantly throw curveballsat us. Wearenot
abletowalk alifetotaly freefromtrias,
, andthiscaninject thefear that something
will happen every step of the way. How-
ever, we do have achoice in the way we
» deal with circumstances and what we
4 alow our mind to dwell upon.

Jamestelsusto count it al joy when
we fall into various trias (James 1:2).
With theright attitude, trials develop us,
building righteous, godly character. We
haveto learnto endureatria, stick it out and rec-
ognizethat it isagrowth opportunity. We can ask
Godto show usthelessonsweneedtolearnwhile
facing each trial head on. What's more, we can
search for various opportunitiesthat help uslearn
to serve others while keeping our minds off our-
selves. Find out who's sick or in the hospital,
who's depressed or suffering aloss—call them,
visit them, send acard. Seeing other people'stri-
al's can make ours seem So minor in comparison.

After al, we need trials (Acts 14:22). It is
through trias that we will enter the Kingdom of
God. We need them for compassion and love
towardsothers. Weneed them for strength, growth
and purification of ourselves, and we need them
for praise, honor and devotion towards God (1
Peter 1:6-7).

Take control of thetrial. Don't let thetrial take
control of you, causing bad attitudesand negative
thoughts, stumbling blocks and vulnerability.
Rather, remember that God will never give you
morethan you can handle. And He hasblessed us
with a Helper every step of the way to grant us
comfort and peace (John 14:16). God reassuresus
that “the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with theglory which shall
berevededinus’ (Romans8:18).

So, let’stake hold of the hope we have that God
isworking with us by molding and shaping our
character on adaily basis. We can be positive that
weareinHisloving, merciful hands, encompassed
by Hisunconditional love—Hewill never let usgo.
“Being confident of this very thing, that He who
hasbhegunagood work inyouwill completeit until
theday of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

As Mary Stevenson recorded in her famous
inspirational poem “Footprintsinthe Sand,” letus
keep in mind that God loves us dearly and will
walk with usevery step of our journey.

“My son, my precious child,

I loveyou and | would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering,
when you see only one set of footprints,
itwasthenthat | carried you.”

Clarissa de Campos
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

Stir Up the Spirit

Inthemonthsbetween the Feast of Tabernacles
and Passover, it can be easy to settle back into
comfortablecomplacency. But com-
placency isamortal
enemy to Chrigtians.
We're warned over
and over again that
we areto be about
%= the Master's busi-
nessand occupy till
He comes (Luke 19:13).
Theparableof the10vir-
gins (Matthew 25), the letter to the Laodiceans
(Revelation 3:14-21), the parable of the thief in
the night (Matthew 24:42-44) and Paul’s cal to
put on the whole armor of God (Ephesians 6:13)
arejust afew of the passagesthat urgeustodways
bealert and ready. It'sso easy tofall adeep at the
switch! It's so easy to do only what's easy, com-
fortable and routine. But if we fall into this trap,
we miss out on opportunities to grow and on
opportunities to serve God by helping others to
grow.

Here are afew suggestionsto tir up our spiri-
tudl lives:

« Widen your circle of friendsin the Church.
Extend theright hand of fellowshipto abrother or
sister who you do not yet know well.

 Givesomeonethegift of your time, careand
concern. Really listen—mouth closed, earsopen!
Then go home and pray for that person.

* Create opportunities for brethren to spend
timetogether andinclude peopleyou do not know
well.

* Visit another UCG congregation.

« Go out of your way to welcome newcomers
and visitorsto your congregation.

« Ask your brothers and sistersin the Church
what they have learned in the past year.

* Shakeup your study habits. Study anew sub-
ject or useanew Bible help. Refresh and expand
your knowledge of the historical stage on which

thestory of theBibleisplayed out. Read up onthe
history, cultures or philosophies of first century
world.

* Takeafreshlook at the UCG Web site. Use
the literature library. Download some sermons,
doctrina papers or reprint articles. Exploit the
Web sitefor dl it' sworth!

« Prepare for the Sabbath and make it amore
relaxed day, with fewer emergenciesand hasdles.
Remember the coming Sabbath all week long, so
you can be prepared to enjoy it more (Exodus
20:8-9)!

» When you're at Sabbath services, talk about
the Bible and the Kingdom of God more and
worldly interestsless (Isaiah 58:13-14).

» Mount afresh assault on oneof your spiritu-
a weaknesses.

* Take afresh look at the needs of your con-
gregation and look for opportunitiesto serve.

Jay Turner
San Jose, California, congregation

Summary of the Three
Resurrections

The following summary forms the conclusion
of the doctrinal paper on “ The Resurrections’
recently posted to the UCG Web site at
www.ucg.org/papers. Thepaper goesthroughthe
scriptural basis for the resurrection of Jesus
Chrigt, thefirst resurrection, the second resurrec-
tion and the third resurrection, with an appendix
on“ Lazarusand the Rich Man”

1. Thefirst resurrection is only for the dead in
Christ. It is a resurrection to immortality. The
wicked are not in this resurrection. Those who
never had an opportunity for salvation are not in
thisresurrection.

2. There is another resurrection to morta life;
therefore, it cannot bethefirst resurrection. Since
God offersHisHoly Spirit to them, they will have
an opportunity to receive salvation. The wicked
cannot bein this resurrection, as God will not be
giving HisHoly Spirit to them.

3. The only time the wicked can comeupina
resurrectionisat aseparatetime. It cannot beinthe
first resurrection. Nor can it be in the one where
God offers salvation to those who never had an
opportunity. Thisresurrectionisfor the purposeof
finad judgment on the wicked who will be
destroyed along with the earth.

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Do You Make Such a Big Deal About Old

Testament Laws?

How doestheBible describe God’slaw? His commandments show us how to love and are not
burdensome (1 John 5:3). Paul said that loveisthe fulfillment of thelaw (Romans 13:9-10). Christ
summarized thewholelaw aslovefor God and man (Matthew 22:37-40). Christ aso said those seek-
ing eternal life shoul d keep the commandments (Matthew 19:17-19). Jamescalledit aroya law and
alaw of liberty (James2:8, 12). David loved and meditated on God'slaw—it gave him wisdom and
understanding—it was sweet to him (Psalm 119). Paul called it holy, just and good and spiritua
(Romans 7:12, 14). The heart of the New Covenant isthat God'slawswill bewritten on our hearts
and minds (Hebrews 10:16).

What happenswhen we disobey the law? The Bible calsthis sin (1 John 3:4). As obedience
brings blessings, disobedience naturaly brings curses (Deuteronomy 28). “All unhappiness, mis-
ery, anguish and woe have come from transgressing God's law” (Fundamental Beliefs, page 12).
Sin leadsto death and, sadly, we have al sinned (Romans 6:23; 3:23). God hates sin so much that
He made the penalty death. But Heloves us so much Helet His Son pay that awvesome penalty for
us (John 3:16).

What about grace?Yes, wedo believein and deeply appreciate God'sgrace, whichwewill con-
sider next month in astudy of our fundamental belief on “The Sacrifice of Jesus Christ.” Law and
grace are both wonderful gifts of God. Law shows us the wretchedness of our putrid evil sinsand
points us to repentance and forgiveness through God's grace. Grace leads usto utter appreciation
for our holy and merciful God and to a deepening desire to be like Him. How? By doing what He
says—obeying Hislaw of lovein itsfull spirit and intent.

For Morel nformation: Fundamental Beliefsof the United Church of God, “Sinand God'sLaw”;
The Ten Commandments.
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Marriage Retreat
Held in Lakeland:;
146 Attend
“Recapture Your
Love”

Nov. 15 and 16, 146 people con-
vened in Lakeland, Florida, for
“Recapture Your Love,” a marriage
retreat sponsored by the Orlando, St.
Petersburg and Tampa, Florida, con-
gregations. The Sabbath began with a
10:30 am. service in the Lakeland
Center. Fred Kellers, pastor of Bowl-
ing Green, Kentucky; Nashville and
Murfreeshoro, Tennessee; and Nige-
ria, gavethe sermontitled, “Why Mar-
riage?’

After abreak for lunch and time to
check into the Four Points Sheraton
Hotel, seminars began at 3:30 p.m.

Attendees gather in Lakeland, Florida, for “Recapture
Your Love,” a marriage retreat sponsored by the Orlando,
St. Petersburg and Tampa, Florida, congregations

Sabbath afternoon in the Lakeland
Center.

David Treybig, pastor of . Peters-
burg and Tampa, welcomed everyone
and presented boxes of chocolates to
the couple that had been married the
longest, Charlesand Betty Oldroyd (52
years), the couple that had been mar-
ried the shortest, Jacob and Kelly Fly-
nn (two weeks) and the couplethat had
come the furthest, William and Betty
Johnson (San Antonio, Texas).

Mr. Treybig then gave a PowerPoint
presentation on “ Conflict Resolution,”
outlining the five most common styles
of resolution and biblical principles
couplescan useto solvetheir disagree-
ments. The next seminar was “ Recap-
turing Romance” by Fred Kellers. In
this presentation, Mr. Kellers gave
practica idess for both husbands and
wives on how to keep romance dive.
The seminars concluded at 5:30 p.m.
and everyone was free to go to dinner
and spend timewith hisor her mate.

On Sunday morning at 9:30am., the
seminars resumed with Richard
Thompson, pastor of Ocala, Jack-
sonvilleand Orlando, Florida, present-
ing, “Ending the Financial Wars.” Mr.
Thompson explained that some people
are savers and some are spenders. Ide-
aly, he said, we need to be alittle of
both.

Chris Moen, associate pastor of
Ocdla, Jacksonville and Orlando, gave

thenext seminar on“ Communication”
Mr. Moen covered issuescouplesoften
have problems discussing and gave
suggestions on how couples can com-
municate more effectively.

The retreat concluded at noon on
Sunday so everyone would have time
to return home. Many couples, includ-
ing the presenters, expressed apprecia-
tion for the opportunity to spend time
with their matesand to focuson God's
ingtructions regarding marriage.

David Treybig

A Special Blessing:
a Pastor’s
Memorable
Moment

Nothing can be more spe-
cid than to lay hands on your
owngrandchildandask God's
blessng on the day of the
blessing
of thelit-

Columbus Teens
Have Inaugural
Pizza and Game
Night

On Nov. 1, 2003, the Columbus,
Ohio, teens held their inaugura pizza
and gamenight at our new church hall.
Young people and parents enjoyed an
evening of pizza, music, air hockey,
Ping Pong and parlor games.

The group will be holding similar
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That
exactly

what Jm O’ Brien,
pastor of the
Cincinnati North,
Ohio, congrega-
tion, wasabletodo
Nov. 1, 2003.

For over 30
yearsMr. O'Brien
has laid hands on
many babies and
prayed  specia
prayers for them, but this was the first
time for him to be able to ask God's
blessing for hisown grandchild.

Madison Brooks O’ Brien was born
Feb., 22, 2003, to Todd and Julie
O'Brien, and sheisthefirst grandchild
for Donna.and Jm O'Brien. Her other
grandparents, Ron and Carol Froedge,
are members of United dso and livein

Jim O'Brien asks for God'’s blessing
on his first grandchild, Madison
Brooks O'Brien, Nov. 1 (photo by
Janet Treadway)

Paducah, Kentucky. Madison's great-
grandmother, Mildred Stalions, isalsoa
member of United in the Peducah con-
gregation. Madison was the only child,
thisyear, toteke partinthe ceremony in

Cincinnati North.
Janet Treadway

d r en . Tristan Ruml plays air hockey, watched by
is Stephen Jarvis and Marcus Galli

Saturday evening game nights every
month throughout the winter. Interac-
tive Bible studiesfor theteensare con-
ducted earlier onthe Sabbath during the
first part of services. Teensand parents
who would like to visit with us are
awayswelcome.

The teens have dso held aplanning
and suggestion meeting for activitiesin
2004. Further eventswill be posted on
thelocal congregation Web site.

M.C. Ruml

Church Teen
Featured in
Newspaper as a
Player of the Week

Jeremiah Johnson, who attends the
Beloit, Wisconsin, congregation, was
chosen as a player of the week for his
high school football team. The local
newspaper, The Delavan Enterprise,
reported Oct. 30 that because the game
wasonaThursday night, “ Johnson took

Jeremiah Johnson’s coach knows he
won't play on the Sabbath, but
picked him as a player of the week
when he could play

thefiddforamgority of thegame, rack-
ing up threeunassisted tacklesand some
big hits”

The paper explained, “Because of
religious beliefs, Johnson is unable to
play games after sunset on Friday
nights” The article quoted coach Scott
Imrie as saying, “Jeremiah is a very
good player ... I'd love to play him
more, but there are somethingsthet are
out of my control. It was definitely the
best game of hiscareer”

Steve Nutzman, Jeremiah's pastor in
the Beloit congregetion, said, “ Jeremi-
ah believesin the Sabbath day and has
set agood example in this regard. The
football coach redlizes he will not play
onthe Sabbath and makesaccommoda-
tionsfor himto play the Thursday night

The coach even wantsto try to
change the foothal schedule next year
0 more games are played earlier inthe
week insteed of Friday nights”

Beloit and
Wisconsin Dells
Sponsor Fourth
Annual Clothing
Giveaway

The fourth annua clothing give-
away, sponsored by the Beloit and

Brethren from the Beloit and
Wisconsin Dells congregations
supplied over 700 people with
clothing and other items (photos by
Marty Wineinger)

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, congre-
gations, took place at an elementary
school in Rockford, 11linois, on Sunday,
Nov. 23. As a public service, the
Church membership freely supplied
over 700 people in the Rockford area
with clothing, toiletries, refreshments
and sundry items. TheWisconsin Dells
congregation filled 300 paper bagswith
deodorant, toothbrushes and soap, in
addition to donating severa large bags
of clothing.

It wasaremarkable scenetowitness
amost 400 people lined up a the
school ready for the noon opening.
Some had been waiting for severa
hours. When noon arrived, the doors
were opened and the crowds quickly
filled the gym. Dozens of tables were
stacked highwith clothing for children,

women and men, including shoes,
coats, hats, toiletries and even some
children’s toys. Many people who
received the free clothing expressed
sincere joy at receiving quality cloth-
ing for their families.

In order to publicize the event,
Church members distributed flyers,
wroteup public serviceannouncements
for use on radio and television and
made phone calls to various agencies
in Rockford.

Joeand Jan Jacoby of the Beloit con-
gregation organized the event with the
help of dozens of brethren. Over three
dozen brethren, including many teens,
arrived very early the day of the give-
away to sort and stack clothing, set up
tables, and prepare the refreshments.
Three local television stations sent
video crews to tape the event, and the
footage and interviews aired during
their Sunday evening newscasts.

Steve Nutzman

Prophecy Seminar
Held in Oakland

Sabbath, Dec. 6, wasspecid for firgt-
timevisitors, guestsand membersfrom
the Oakland, San Jose and Stockton,
Cdifornia, congregationsasaday-long
World News& Prophecy Seminar, fea
turing pastorsDarrisMcNeely, Melvin
Rhodes and Robin Webber, was held.

Three weeks earlier, to promote the
seminar, Oakland members stuffed
1,500invitationlettersthat weresent to
Good News magazine subscribersin
the Oakland and San Jose aress.

The seminar opened with a regular
10:30 am. Sabbath service with split-
sermons, followed by four lecturesin
theafternoon. Around 200 peoplefrom
various parts of Northern California
attended theevent, coordinated by local
pastor, Jim Tuck.

“We probably had over adozen new
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Darris McNeely speaks during World
News & Prophecy Seminar in
Oakland, California (photo by Fred
Crow)

people” said Mr. Tuck. “We had peo-
ple who drove a hundred miles from
Santa Rosa to attend. Also, we had a
family come up from Sdlinas, whichis
quiteadistance”

Each spesker gave two presenta-
tions. Mr. McNeely spoke on, “The
Angel in the Storm” and “America’s
Culture War: Threat to Homeland
Security.” He said, “ Even though God
is gtill watching over the U.S,, it is
becoming a post-Christian or even an
anti-Christian nation.” He also won-
dered, “Will God's blessing and pres-
ence continue through this time of
grave danger?’

Mr. Rhodes provided spiritual and
global historical perspectives
by focusing on the Bible and |
the English-speaking peoples
inhispresentations, “ TheBook
That Changed the World" and
“Americaand the Bible” He
said, “AsBritain'sdefeatin Sin-
gaporesignaed itsvulnerabili-
ty, 9/11 was America's Singa
pore, heralding that even the
U.S. can be defeated.”

In his first presentation,
“Pray for the Peace of
Jerusdlem,”  Mr.  Webber
likened the city to the Christian life
experience. AsGod brought Jerusalem
from nothing to significance, so Heis
developing His people. At the conclu-
sionof hissecond address, “What Does
God's Word Say About the Two Wit-
nesses?’ hestressed that converted peo-
ple are to come out of the world and
“have faith that God is true to His
word.”

A luncheon was provided by the
QOakland Church members, and
refreshments later in the day were
served by the San Jose congregation.

Thefollowing day the presentersand
their wives were able to tour places of
interest in Oakland and San Francisco.

Richard Calenius

Lewiston Hosts
Family Night

For severa weeks leading up to the
Sabbath of Dec. 6, members of the
Lewiston, ldaho, congregation had
been promised an unforgettable
evening of family fun. When the date
findly arrived, noonewalked away dis-
appointed.

The theme for the day was Family,

Food and Fun. Services were held in
the afternoon to accommodate a busy
evening and guests were in attendance
from the Post Falls, Idaho, congrega
tion. The sermonette was given by
Mike liams from Post Falls, focusing
on being thankful for large and small
things while we still have them. The
sermon was given by Lewiston elder
JoeHasenoehrl, whosethemewas|ov-
ing relationships, family and together-
ness. Hebrought out many good points,
including being yourself when with
friends, recognizing that we are one
body, not trying to make friends into
what we want them to be and sharing
ourselveswith one another.

Following services, members were
treated to a build-your-own pizza buf-
fet with dl thetrimmings. After adeli-
ciousdinner, 15 of ussplitintoteamsof
five for a couple games of Pictionary
using large dry-erase boards. During
intermission, root beer floats were
served, including a32-ouncefloatina

Lewiston family night: (top) Diane
Hasenoehrl and Kay Barnett work in
the kitchen baking made-to-order
pizzas; Ryan Blue, Joe Hasenoehrl
(enjoying his root beer float) and
John Curtis watch the budding artists
during Pictionary (photos by Ben
Jorgensen)

glass beer stein presented to Joe Hase-
noehrl in appreciation for hiseffortsin
washing the dishes after dinner.

After intermission, another round of
Pictionary was played, this one with a
twist. To help emphasize the day’s
theme of family, Ben and Gina Jor-
gensen decided to inform the congre-
gation of the upcoming arrival of their
first child. By drawing a picture of a
pregnant woman onthedry-eraseboard
and arrows pointing to herself, Gina
was able to get her team to guess that
shewastheonewhowaspregnant. The
news made everyone very excited.

Family, Food and Fun Nights in
Lewistonareplanned for thefirst Sab-
bath during the winter months, and
anyone from surrounding congrega-
tions is welcome to attend. Future
plans call for a build-your-own taco
bar, baked potato bar, word gamesand
asing-along.

Gina Jorgensen

Teen Wins Best of
Show at State Fair

Krysta Nozzle, 13, won abluerib-
bonat thedistrict fair for her Lion King
cross-stitch. During the Feast her entry
went on to win the Best of Show at the
Arkansas
StateFairin
Little Rock
inthejunior
division,
cross-stitch-
ery. When
she came
back from
the Feast,
she got a
cal teling
her that her
entry had
been enter-
ed in the
state  fair
and had won.

Krystd attendsservicesinLit-
tleRock.

Krystal Nozzle wins
Best of Show with her
cross-stitch

Elizabeth Harris

Church Teen
Sets Five
| School Records

Four years of hard work and
perseverancepaid off for Arielle
Faardeau, named Most Valuable Play-
er of the West Lafayette High School
track team last spring.

Avridlleisthedaughter of Michadl and
MichelleGrovak and attendsthe United
Church of God in Lafayette, Indiana.

Her athletic career asa sprinter and
hurdler culminated in her setting an
unheard of five school records in her
senior year. Because of her achieve-
ments, anaward wasnamedin her hon-
or. TheArielle Falardeau Sprinter/Hur-
dler Award will be given to girls who
excel in these areas. Known for her
faith and religious beliefs, her greatest
honor was being asked to offer the

fifth in the Midwest Meet of Champi-
onsin Ohio.

She was one of three seniors at her
high school to letter al four yearsin
boysor girlstrack. Sheaso lettered al
four yearsin swimming. Arielle was
offered the chance to run for the
women's team at Purdue University
where sheisafreshman, but she opted
to concentrate on academicsthere.

Michelle Grovak

Alonein a
Changing Country

The train rolled into Ceske Bude-
jovice exactly on schedule on an over-
cast day in November 2003. Irene
smiled as| walked intothelobby of the
well-worn rail station. For 10 years,
Josef and Irene Vylupek have lived in
the southern part of the Czech Repub-
lic, acountry in Eastern Europe dight-
ly smaller thanthestate of South
Carolina. The story of their
flight from Czechoslovakia to
Austria, Germany, the United
States and back home was told
in the July 2002 United News |
article“A ReunionAcross5,000
Miles”” | am thankful that God
provided an opportunity to visit
them again.

On the day of my visit, we
enjoyed an animated discussion
covering many topics, and we

Josef and Irene Vylupek receive a visit in the

beforeit getshetter, Sncetheadoption of
theeuroin surrounding countriesseems
toberesulting in steady priceincreases.
Nationsinsmilar Stuationshave some-
times turned to widespread protests,
demondtrationsand even violence.

The popul aceof the Czech Republic
is at this time apathetic toward orga-
nized religion. Equal percentages pro-
fess Catholicism and atheism (40 per-
cent each), likely reflecting the strong
Catholic heritage coupled with recent
history under communism. Remaining
Czechs are of Protestant, Orthodox or
Jewish faiths.

But back to the Vylupeks. Early in
2002, Josef suffered aseriousstroke. He
pent several monthsinahospita before
moving to anursing home, and in the
aftermath had considerable difficulty
with his blood pressure and heart
rhythm. For over one and ahdlf years,
Irene daily rode a bus to the nursing
hometo spend hourswith her husband.
The climb up the hill from the bus stop

reminisced about their early Czech Republic from Qavid prson last
yearsinthe Churchin Lubbock, November. Josef has since died

Texas. While the return to the Czech
Republic was a return to many things
familiar, Ireneexpressed deep concerns
about the future of their country.

Many challenges lie on the horizon
for its citizens. The Czech Republicis
one of 10 countries scheduled to join
theEuropeanUniononMay 1,2004.A
national referendum was conducted in
mid-July 2003, with 77 percent ballot-
ing in favor of EU membership. The
country will not adopt the euro astheir
unit of currency until 2007.

Since the dissolution of the Soviet
Union, the average Czech family has

Avrielle Falardeau goes on to first place in 100-meter high hurdles

invocation at the annual track banquet.

ShewasanAll Regional Champion,
making her number 1 in the 300-meter
low hurdles in al schoolsin a nine-
county area. She was seeded eighth in
the statefinalsand wasnamed an I ndii-
ana All Star as one of the top three
senior hurdlers in Indiana. She won

enjoyed ahigher standard of living than
those living in most Eastern European
countries. However, the country is il
struggling to overcome arecession that
began in 1999. Some financid andysts
predict it may take decades to catch up
with Western economies. Thelot of the
average wage earner may get worse

to the nursing home was difficult. Irene
showed meanewly congtructed facility
only afew minutes walk from their
apartment where they planned to move
Josef, since his health improved in
autumn 2003. It was not to be. Four
weeksafter my visit, Josef succumbedto
his hedlth problems and died in mid-
December.

Lifeispeaceful for Irenenow, but sur-
rounding conditions are worsening.
Please pray that God will continue to
provide her with comfort, safety, good
hedthand qudity of life. Ireneasked that
| pass dong her thanks to everyone for
their prayersaswell asfor thenumerous
encouraging letters and cards. She now
isthe only UCG member in the Czech
Republic. Pleasecontinuetokeepherin
your thoughtsand prayers.

David Dobson

Purdue Graduate

Joel Falardeau, son of Michadl and
Michelle Grovak of West Lafayette,
Indiana, graduated from Purdue Uni-
versity Dec. 21, receiving abachelor of
science degreein aero-
nautical engineering.

Joel  atends the
L afayette congregetion.
He aso attended in
Cincinnati, Ohio, when
he was a co-op student
a Generd Electric. For
most of his college
career he was on the
Presdent'sLigt, main- 2°¢!
taining a 4.0 average, Falardeau
Heplanstowork intheaircraft industry
or go on to get agraduate degree.
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Announcements
Births Colorado, congregation are happy to

Sam and Shannon Sweat of Dallas,
Texas, are thrilled to announce the
birth of their first child, Jordan Leanne,
on March 21, 2003. Jordan was born

Jordan Leanne Sweat

weighinginat 6 pounds 12 ouncesand
19.75 incheslong. Sheis beautiful!

Dave and Debbie (Neff) Magruder
of Denver, Colorado, are excited to
announce the birth of their second
son, Dylan Sloan. Dylan was born on

Dylan Sloan Magruder with big
brother Tristan

June 24, 2003, and weighed 8 pounds
6 ounces and was 21 incheslong.
Big brother Tristan is aso thrilled
about hisnew littlebrother. The proud
grandparents are Larry and Linda
Neff of Denver and Wilson and
MarthaMagruder of Reston, Virginia

Michael and Jennifer (Linton)
DeSouto of the Colorado Springs,

A

P
LEw

Zachary Michael DeSouto

announcethebirth of their first child.
Zachary Michael DeSouto was born
June 26, 2003, weighing 8 poundsand
was 21 incheslong.

Engagements

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Purdy of the
Akron, Ohio, congregation are pleased
to announce the engagement of their
daughter, Anita Caroline, to Kenneth
John Miller, of Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Plansarebeing madefor aFeb. 8, 2004
weddingin Kent, Ohio.

Correction from last issue: Andrea
Shipman and GeorgeAllen|ll areplan-
ning a June 6 wedding in Big Sandy,
Texas, not Oneonta, Alabama, asprevi-
oudy announced.

in Erlanger, Kentucky. Frank and Sue
now resideinBlacklick, Ohio, and attend
the Columbus, Ohio, congregation.

Trish Allen and Wylie Marshall of
Houston, Texas, wereunitedinmarriage
on Dec. 20, 2003. Theirimmediatefam-
ilies attended the ceremony performed
by Ken Giese, pastor of the Houston

Weddings

John and Merrie Elliott and David
Delamater and Cheri Dorsey arepleased
to announce the marriage of thelr chil-
dren Michelle Marie Elliott and

Scott and Michelle Delamater

Jonathan Scott Delamater. Thewedding
was performed at the Waterfront at
Tempe Lakes in Tempe, Arizona, on
Aug. 3, 2003, by John Elliott. Scott and
Michelle live in Phoenix, Arizona, and
attend the Phoenix East congregation.

Henry and Wanda Ward and Mrs.
GenevieveYork arepleasedto announce

Sue and Frank Dunkle

the marriage of their children Myra
SusannaWard and Frank Edgar Dunkle.
Sueand Frank were wed Aug. 3, 2003,

Trish and Wylie Marshall

South congregation. The couple met a
the2002 Feestin Gatlinburg, Tennessee.

Anniversaries

Ellisand Pat Stewart celebrated their
50thwedding anniversary Oct. 17,2003,
during the Feast a Panama City Beach,
Horida Their children, Jm Stewart of
Springfield, Illinais, and Liz Russdll of
Arcadia, Cdifornia, along with grand-
son Wesley Russdll, hosted a surprise
reception. The first Sabbath after the
Feast the East Texas congregation hon-
ored them with cake and punch.

Ellisand Pat were married inasim-
ple private ceremony in Clayton, New
Mexico, witnessed by two friends, one
day shy of three months after meeting.

They werebaptized at thespring fes-
tival in 1956 at Big Sandy, Texas. In
August that year they moved from
Wichita, Kansas, to Pasadena, Califor-
nia, to be close to the work of the
Church. Later, bothworked for Ambas-

Pat and Ellis Stewart

sador College. Pat worked for themail-
ing department and later as secretary
for Jack Elliott until the Stewarts’ first
child was born.

In 1960 Ellis began working full-
time for the Church in the printing
department. In February 1965 he was
asked to move to Big Sandy to set up
and runthenew Texascampus printing
operation. Ellis and Pat have been in
East Texasever since.

Ellis was ordained alocal elder in
1975. Heworkedfor thecollegeuntil it
closedin1977. Hethen started hisown
company, Stewart Printing, which he
still operates. Pat helped manage
Annie's Tea Room and set up Anni€'s
Gift Shop. She now works in the cus-
tomer-service department at Strategic
Fulfillment Group.

When asked what has made their
marriage a success, Ellis said: “I fee
what success we've had is because of
God'smercy inour lives. Lifehasmany
upsand downs, but God caled usa an
early agein life and showed us the big
picture of why we're here on earth. We
werenot ableto seeand know each oth-
er enough to get married and haveal of
theproblemsof lifesolvedin only three
months. You havetowork out problems
asyougodong. | fed wetook our mar-
riage vows serioudy. As with any con-
tract, there is aresponsibility on each
other'spart.”

Pat agreed with Ellisand added: “We
respect each other's talents and inter-
ests. Wetdk alot. In other words, we
communicate, and we've prayed alot
for patience and wisdom.”

Fred and Elsie Taggart of the Fort
Worth, Texas, congregation will bece-
ebrating their 50th wedding anniversary
Jan. 19, 2004.

They were baptized together in Sep-
tember 1966 in Fort Worth and servein
God's Church asdeacon and deaconess
aswell asmomand dad todl.

They havebeen blessed withfivechil-

Fred and Elsie Taggart

dren, Claudette, Freda, Aaron, Jennifer
and Robin. Their daughters reside in
Fort Worth and their son in Houston,
Texas. They dso have 15 grandchildren
and threegreat-grandsons. Fred'smoth-
e, Sdlie Taggart, isliving in Conroe,
Texas a the age of 98. ElSe's mother,
EdnaWillis, 89, livesin Fort Worth.

OnJen. 17,2004, their childreninvite
al that can cometo celebratewith them
a 7 pm., a the Orchestra Hal in Fort
Worth. Fred and Elsie will renew their
vows, performed by Britton Taylor, pas-
tor of Fort Worth. They look forward to
seeing many friendsandfamily. Any that
can't come but have memories please
send amemory card to Fred and Else
Taggart, 1505 LincolnAve, Fort Worth,
TX 76106, (817) 626-7030. Sabbath
srvicesareat 3p.m. a OrchestraHall,
4401 Trail Lake Drive, Fort Worth, TX
76109. You can contect Claudette Tag-
gart Brown at (254) 694-6425.

Obituaries

Jerry Dostd, alongtime member of
God'sChurch, washorninBarron Coun-
ty, Wisconsin, Feb. 9, 1933. Hedied Nov.
8, 2003, in Greenwood, Indiana, after a
short battlewith heart disease.

Heissurvived by hiswifeof nearly 50
years, Marge, two daughters, one son,
four brothers, two sisters, eight grand-
children and two great-grandchildren.
Jerry and Marge lived in severd states
including Indiana, Louisiana and Wis-
consin, where they came into the
Church. Fourteen years ago they
returnedto Indianaand havebeenmem-
bers in the Indiangpolis congregation
ever since. Jerry will dwaysberemem-

Jerry Dostal

bered for his quiet concern for thosein
need and helping wherever hewasable.

Gregory K. Fairbanks, age 50, for-
merly of West PAm Beech, Florida, died
Dec. 4, 2003, in Scottsdele, Arizona.

Itisvery rareinlifethat onecomesin
contact with, and is touched by such a
true, loving spirit as the West Palm
Beach congregation waswith Greg. He
was such a blessing to each of usindi-
vidually and collectively asacongrega
tion. Greg cameinto our livesat atime
when we very much needed it as a
church and as a family. His brief time
with uswill dwaysberemembered and
he will forever be in our hearts as we
continuein our Christian walk.

Greg reminded us, through hisexam-
ple, of thejoy of God, Histruth and His
way of life. There was nothing more
important to Greg than his God and his
family. Welook forward totheresurrec-
tion when we will once again see our
brother—this time not simply talking
about theresurrection and theKingdom
of God, but livingit!

Gregory K. Fairbanks

Our prayers go out for Kim, Greg's
wife, and his children, Jeffrey, Sarah,
Nogh, Joseph, Timothy, Adam and the
rest of his family members. We know
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that God can easethe sorrow they have,
andthatisour prayer. Weall loved Greg,
andwed| await theday wewill seehim
helping Chrigt, withal thosefaithful ser-
vantsthat havegonebeforehim, usherin
God'sKingdom.

LeeSteed, 75, amember of theAshe-

Lee Steed

boro, North Carolina, congregation, died
Dec. 7, 2003. He had attended Sabbath
services on Dec. 6, but complained of
heart painsthenext morning, and died a
few hours|ater. Thefunerd servicewas
conducted by David Millson Dec. 10.

Leehad started attending church ear-
lier this year; and both he and his wife,
Louise, were baptized on July 30. Heis
survived by hiswife of over 51 years,
Louise; six children; 10 grandchildren;
and three great-grandchildren.

IreneM. Tucker, 78, of Minerd Wells,
West Virginia, died Oct. 23, 2003, after
an extended illness. Her death came
peacefully whilein acoma Shewas a
member of the Church of God since
April 1968.

Sheissurvived by her husband of 58
years, Robert B. Tucker, also amember
since September 1967; one daughter,
LouanaTullisof Puyalup, Washington;

one son, Roger Tucker of Greenwood,
West Virginia; a granddaughter, Amy
Fricke of Redmond, Washington; a
grandson, Scott Tullisof Tacoma, Wash-
ington; agrandson, Eric Tucker of Park-
ershurg, West Virginia; and a grand-
daughter, Janie Tucker of Parkersburg.

Irene M. Tucker

Henry Burgess, 62, died on Dec. 15,
2003. Henry had a massive stroke
around 30 years ago, severdly affecting
theleft sde of hisbody; in more recent
years he suffered from diabetes, fluid
retention and heart problems. He was
baptizedin 1977, and hasbeen afaithful
member of the Greensboro and Ashe-
boro, North Carolina, congregations. He
has not been able to attend services for
thelast five years. Henry issurvived by
his mother, a sigter, three aunts and an
uncle

Vara Lee Madsen, 88, died a her
home in Enterprise, Alabama, on Nov.
23, 2003. Shewashborn July 5, 1915, in
SanAntonio, Texas.

Vara Lee and her husband, Erling,
traveled to many places throughout the
world. She stayed active until Parkin-
son's disease completely disabled her.
Her positions of employment included

manager of the Specid Order Depart-
ments at Wheelus Air Force Base in
Libya and for the U.S. Embassy in
Tehran, Iran. Shewasespecialy fond of
her position as Girl Scout leader for
many years in Tehran. After VaraLee
and Erling retired, they enjoyed livingin
Laurel Hill, Florida. Throughout her
years of being disabled and finaly
bedridden, she never complained and
remained cheerful.

Surviving are her husband, Erling, of
Enterprise; a daughter and son-in-law,
Margieand Billy Tyner, Enterprise; two
sons and a daughter-in-law, Richard
Coleman, Gulfport, Mississippi, and
Owen and Dianne Madsen, Covington,
Georgia; three grandchildren: Melanie
(and hushand, Jeff Szucs), Ashley and
Katy; threegreat-grandchildren: Lauren,
Emily and Maren Szucs.

Vera Leewas amember of the Unit-
ed Church of God in Geneva, Alabama.

“Council,” continued from page 1

stagesof preparation include:

¢ “The Nature of God and Christ”
will be presented in February.

« Therole of womeninthe Church.

 Thecaendar and postponements.

* A gtatement on observing the Sab-
bath in extreme northern regions.

* The modern identity of ancient
Assyria

Intheafternoon, Mediaand Commu-
nications Services operation manager
Peter Eddington moderated acritiqueof
the2003 Feest of Tabernaclesvideoand
initiated discussion of plansfor 2004.

Preaching the Gospel; GCE
Plans

Dec. 7 was a very full day in which
themorning meeting wasdedicatedtoa
wide-ranging discussion on the subject
of the Church’'swork of preaching the
gospel. Clyde Kilough moderated the
morning discussion, which  was

Treasurer’s Report

Church Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick
distributed a complete report to each
of the Council members. This fiscal
year'shudget calsfor atota incomeof
$19 million. The report shows that
incometo date stands at a5.2 percent
increase, dightly above the 4.46 per-
cent increase that was budgeted.

Specificaly, Category 1 income
(first tithe and offerings, which repre-
sents almost % of our total income)
showsanincreaseof 6.5 percent com-
pared to a budgeted 4.5 percent
increase. Category 2 income (Holy
Day offerings) is short of projections
by about $70,000. Theprimary reason
isthat more Americans transferred to
international sites for the Feast of
Tabernacles this year and gave their
offeringsoutside of the United States.

Dr. Kirkpatrick reviewed the
detailed budget report with the Coun-
cil. All areas of expense are projected
tobeat or below budget by the end of
the fiscal year with the exception of
insurance and hedlth care. Itisantici-
patedthat theextraexpenseinthat cat-
egory will be covered by other areas
that finish the year under budget.

designed to continueathemein previous
mestingsinwhichtheCouncil anayzed
the Church'seffortsto preachthegospel
and more effective ways of doing so.

Duringtheafternoon the Council con-
Sdered aplan proposed by the Genera
Conference 2004 Advisory Task Force.

The Council selected and unani-
moudly gpproved theconferencetheme,
“Meeting the Challenges of the 21t
Century Church.” Keynotespeskerswill
be Lyle Welty and David Baker. Joel
Meeker andAlan Hambletonwill spesk
on the Sabbath. Through aseriesof res-
olutions, the Council a'so approved the:

* Mesting planning timeline.

* Budget.

 Promotiona activities, additional
suggestions, additional budget.

* Sabbath service structure.

¢ Chairman’sreception.

* Format for reports given by inter-
national representetives.

* Tributeto decessed ddersandwives.

* Welcometonewly ordained or cre-
dentided elders.

* Topicsfor keynote speskers.

Thesdlection of workshoptopicsand
presenters was remanded back to the
task force for final decisions. The task
forcewill work with Richard Pindlli and

theregiona pastorsin making the final
decisons.

Most of thediscussonwasgenerated
by the task force's recommendation of
threedigtinct interactive Q& A sessons.

Mr. Kilough put forward aresolution
to accept the Council Q& A and remand
the candidate Q& A and ballot issue
Q&A back to the task force if they
would choose to come forward with
another proposd. The resolution was
approved unanimoudy.

Theday concludedwith Coundil con-
Sderation of proposed amendments to
the Congtitution and Bylaws.

Broadcast TV; Evangelism
Task Force

Themainfocusof theDec. 8morning
meeting was an update from Peter
Eddington on progress made in the
development of the “Broadcast Televi-
sion Media Strategy.” (See “President
Outlines Televison Plans” below.)

The Council dso quickly completed
afew details of GCE 2004 planning.
Doug Horchak gave a report on the
progress of the Evangelism Task Force,
indludingal7-point outlinefor thestudy
paper. Thetask forcewill striveto com-
plete the study paper and have it ready

President Outlines Television Plans
Plans are underway (future budgets permitting) to begin building avideo stu-

for Council review by theFebruary 2004
meetings. And therewas abrief discus-
sionon proceduresfor Council commit-
teework. The Council movedinto exec-
utive sesson for the afternoon.

Task Force Reports

Dec. 9's meeting was taken up by
reports from two task forces. In the
morning, Ken Giese presented the
results and recommendations of the
Christ-centered Servant Leadership
(CSL) Review Task Force. The Council
adopted the recommendations of the
Review Task Force, including changing
thenameof the Christ-centered Servant
Leadership Task Force to the Godly
Leadership Task Force to continue the
development of godly leadership mate-
rid for theChurch. Thereview task force
noted that theterm “ servant leadership”
carriesbaggageduetoitsmisuseby oth-
er organizations, but the concept isfun-
damental and will be maintained and
emphasized. The Council asked Jack
Hendren, Larry Sdlyer and Bill Winner
tojointhetask force.

In the afternoon, Britt Taylor provid-
ed the Council with an overview of the
work of the Retirement Task Force.

The task force's report thoroughly
anayzes the current Situation and pro-
posesstepsthat can betakento structure
aretirement program for U.S. minister-
ia and nonministerial employees. Mr.
Holladay urged Council members to

read and study the report and direct
questions to himsdlf or directly to Mr.
Taylor. At the February 2004 meetings
the Council will discuss the retirement
issuesand at that timeMr. Holladay will
seek aproposal so the administration
will be able to begin to move forward
with someof thedementsof thereport.

In a shortened final day of meetings
Dec. 10, Richard Thompson updated the
Council onthegtatusof the” Sexud Mis-
conduct Policy and Youth Protection
Guiddines” whichwill be presented a
the February meetings.

Richard Pindlli sought input fromthe
Council concerning the production of a
find version of the Church hymna. Mr.
Pineli ssid hewouldliketo seethenew
hymnal, with more than 200 hymns,
completed in the next two years. The
total cogt of theproject for 20,000 copies
(including printing, distribution, song
leader and pianist editions and accom-
paniment CDs) isestimated a $100,000.
Mr. Pindlli aso received gpprova from
theCouncil totest asuggestiontodight-
ly modify the Sabbath services format
to dlow for the opening prayer before
the congregational hymn singing.

You can find complete Council of
Elders meeting reports on the Web at
www.uog.org/about/council/updates htm.
The next Council mestings will be Feb.
25toMarch2. un

This article was excerpted from
Council reportsfiled by Don Henson.

dio here a the home office for the taping of television programs and educationa
videos. Because of the advancements of technology, the cost of setting up sucha
facility has actualy come down significantly over thelast 10 to 20 years, which
makesit aviable opportunity for the Church. During the next coupleof years, we
plan to dlocate fundsfor these one-time ex

Thequestion then arises: “Wherewill these programs be shown?” Oneimme-
diateoutlet for our video programsisour Internet Web site. You probably havevis-
ited Web sitesthat offer short (or longer) video programsor taped messages. Once
programsare produced, wewill be ableto placethem on our Web sitewherethey
can be viewed 24 hours per day, seven daysaweek. We can dso offer short, dai-
ly commentaries on critica newsitems, showing how they relateto the Bible. If
the convergence of the Internet and television comes, these programs could also
be seen on your TV—hut at very little cost to the Church.

Of course, we will also probably continue to use cable-access stations, aswe
have been doing for the past severa yearswith the Tomorrow (produced in Port-
land, Oregon) and Good News (produced in Beloit, Wisconsin) television pro-
grams. As funds permit, we will also research the use of commercia televison.
To take advantage of these opportunities, we need additiona high-quality pro-
gramming. Thus the plan to build a studio and gather a team together to make
broadcast-quadity television programsthat will beanother tool to preach thegospel
totheworld.

Roy Holladay

Ministerial Services Report

Ministeria Services operation manager Richard Pindli told the Council that
whilethereare plansand budget for threeministeria new hiresthisfisca yeer, those
positionsremain open. It isimportant, he said, to take the time necessary to find
theright men for those responsibilities. Five men were hired into the ministry last
year and dl aredoing very well.

Mr. Pindlli reported that due to health considerations, Harold Rhodes will no
longer serve asaregiond pastor. He will be replaced by Bruce Gore. Mr. Pinelli
described the procedure thet is followed in making such a change. First he dis-
cussed the matter with the Ministerial Services team, the president and regiona
pastors. After that he approached Mr. Rhodes to suggest the changein responsi-
hilities and then he spoke with Mr. Goreto seeif hewould bewilling to sarve as
regiona pastor. Mr. Pinelli aso sought input from the pastorsin theregion, &l of
whom were supportive. He a so pointed out that since 1996 there have been eight
regiona pastor changes.

In referenceto the need to continue to develop men for the ministry, Mr. Pinel-
i stated that asthe result of retirements, desthsand transfers, there are now 13.5
fewer sdlaried ministersthan in 1998. (The half position isthe result of a pastor
who now divides histime between thefield ministry and editoria.)
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At a Glance

Continued from page 2

¢ 19,129 attended United Feast sites
at 53locations, 11 inthe United States.

Feast Coordinators
Discuss Feast 2004

TheU.S. Feast coordinators met Dec.
12 at the home office. The team went
over last Feast's feedback concerning
trends and needs and discussed next
year's needs, plans and budgets. Feest-
related articles for publication were dis-
cussed, as well as loca Festival man-
power needs.

Youth instruction at the Feast was
addressed aswell asusing the Feest asa
tool of evangelism. Service times and
needs were amgjor item of concern as
well insomearess.

Many ideason how to better servethe
needs of the brethren were discussed,
including abroader perspectiveon keep-
ing our preaching schedule but adding
some educational classes. Webcasting
and other electronic needswerethefinad
items discussed for next Feast.

David Treyhig, pastor of the St. Peters-
burg and Tampa, Florida, congregetions,
was added to the Fegtival team as coor-
dinator of the Jekyll Iand, Georgia, Site.

Richard Pindlli

2004 ABC Sampler
and Mini-Samplers
Scheduled

The Ambassador Bible Center has
scheduled the ABC Sampler and four
Mini-Samplersfor 2004. Theweeklong
Sampler isscheduled for Aug. 16 to 20
in Cincinnati a the home office. Each
year theABCingtructorspresent differ-
ent materia from their classes, so stu-
dents are welcome to come each year
and receive ingruction from adifferent
section of the Scriptures.

The Mini- Samplersare scheduled in

-
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% What's New on the Web?

On www.ucg.org

m Good Works Program
New project: Ghana.

www.ucg.org/goodworks/

m UCG Commentary on This Week’s
News

Weekly commentaries by the United
Church of God written on world news and
trends, from a biblical perspective. Read
these recent commentaries and more:
“Separation of Church and State’ Is Not
Uniformly Applied”

“The Unrealized Lesson of Saddam’s Fall
and Capture: What Is It?”

“The Holiday Stress Begins”

www.ucg.org/commentary/
m Current World News & Trends

Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!

m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive E-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

m The January Virtual Christian Magazine
includes “What Goes Around, Comes Around,”
“The Coming Age of Grace,” “In the Image of
God,” “Disbelief in the Bible,” “The Great | AM”
and more.

vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org

m The January-March issue of Vertical
Thought has articles on dating, “What Guys
and Girls Want,” “A Touchy Subject,” faith,
recovering from mistakes, “Letters From
Ukraine,” Q&As and more. The Web site
includes material not in the printed magazine.

Other Helpful Links
m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
ucgyouth.org

m Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org

m Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

m Good News Web site.

gnmagazine.org

m Anchor: A message of hope for those
struggling with homosexuality.
www.anchorhelp.com

m UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.
www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

verticalthought.org

contact: webmaster@ucg.org

areeswhererequestshavebeen received
onapriority basis. Theingructorstry to
go to various sections of the United
States and internationally if possible.
Thefollowing areashave been selected:

* Langng, Michigan, in September.
Melvin Rhodesisthe pastor.

* Toronto, Ontario, Canada, in Octo-
ber. Anthony WasiIkoff isthe pastor.

 Charlotte, North Carolina, in
November. David Millsisthe pastor.

* Sacramento, Cdlifornia,in Novem-
ber. ClydeKiloughisthe pastor.

Theexact dates, locationsand dl the
other detailswill be announced |ater.

“We're excited to bring alittle bit of
ABCtoour brethreninthesearess” said
Gary Antion, ABC coordinator. “Keep
awatchinUnited Newsfor further infor-
mation on these exciting programs”

Anchor Being Sent
to All Elders

Thecurrent issue of Anchor isbeing
mailed todl theministry of the United

Church of God aong with the current
Ministerial Quarterly.

In acover letter, Melvin Rhodes and
DennisL uker of the Focused Education
Committeewrote, “ Anchor isanewdet-
ter devoted to the subject of homosexu-
ality. Our purpose is to educate those
who wish to understand and help, to
encourage those who struggle and to
support their loved ones. . . After you
have reed it, we would kindly ask that
you leaveit onyour informetion table”

The publication of Anchor has been
approved by the UCG Council of
Elders. Moreinformation can befound
on theWeb at Anchorhelp.com.

GN Bible Studies
Draw Visitors in
British Isles

Bible studies for Good News readers
have been held in various aress of the
BritishIdes. In Taunton, 10 peoplewho
had never attended aUnited Sabbath ser-

vicewere present Nov. 29. Intheldeof
Man, five visitors attended Dec. 6,
swelling total attendanceto 18. In Ton-
bridge Dec. 13, one GN reader with no
Church of God background arrived from
the 177 invited, and she expectsto be
atending on aregular basis.

Newsstand and
Brochure Programs
Being Revised

The Media and Communications
Services department has reevaluated
the newsstand program and will be
downsizing it beginning with the
March/April 2004 Good News to use
the funds for significantly increasing
mailed promotionsto younger families.
The newsstand program will continue
but on a smaller scale. The brochure
program will continue and be aug-
mented by atest in various congrega-
tions of 5,000 copies of the new first-
contact brochures, The Debt Trap.

Education
Meetings Planned

Roy Holladay announced that aseries
of meetings on the Church’s education-
a effortswill beheld a the home office
March 21 to 23. The meetings will
include al four aress of the Church’'s
educationa programs—youith, generd,
ministerial and focused education.

Mr. Holladay said, “We also planto
give our educationd initiatives agood
review and take a fresh look at what
resourceswehaveavailablefor ‘ prepar-
ing a people’ —i.e., how we are pro-
viding spiritual food to our brethren.

“Onegod of thesemestingsistofind
away to better coordinate our efforts,
o that we have a systematic approach
to providing programsand materia for
al ages” Mr. Holladay said. Heempha:
sized that this* does not mean the indi-
viduasinvolved in those areas have not
done a good job. They have, and |
believe God has blessed those efforts.
However, weawayswant to be seeking
how we can better fulfill our misson.”

U.S. Donors

U.S. Coworkers

U.S Baptisms

U.S. Bible Sudy Course Subscribers

U.S. BSC Graduates on the 12-month Tape Program
United News Subscribers (worldwide, after renewa) 15,349
World News and Prophecy Subscribers (worldwide)
U.S. Persond Correspondence (mail and e-mail)

2003 Statistics at a Glance

For 2003, total mail received a thehome offi cewas 382,436 pieces (up 2 percent from 2002),
and 384,889 pieces of literature were sent out (up 17 percent). The literature mailed out does
not include The Good News and other periodicasthat are not mailed from the home office.

Subscription requestscamefrom many sources, including 33,336 from card decks 4,757 from
newsstands, 2,717 from radio, 2,208 from waiting rooms, 1,888 from brochures and even 310
responsesto the Reader’s Digest ad run in June 2000! Below are some other statistics:
Dec.2003  Percentage

Dec. 2002
4242 5,207
1,867 2,281
226 177
23226 16,537
3,636 3410
13,607
18,362 20,978
2,083 2,649

Change
23%
22%

-22%
-29%
-6%
-11%
14%
2%
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