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Announced

Ministerial Services announced the
following transfersfor thissummer:

 Roy Holladay from home officeto
Cleveland, Tennessee.

« Bill Winner fromAthensand Mari-
etta, Ohio, and Morgantown, West Vir-
ginia, toBirmingham, Alabama, helping
in Rome, Georgia, and Houston, Mis-
SssIppi.

 TimWeadd efrom Colorado Springs,
Colorado, to Athensand Marietta, Ohio,
and Morgantown, West Virginia

* Rick Beam from Cleveland, Ten-
nessee, to Gadsden, Alabama (continu-
ing to sarve Huntsville, Alabama).

Program Airs on
Internet Radio Free

The Good News radio program has
begunairing onan Internet radio station
associated  with  www.live365.com
caled “Baby Boomer Music.” They
have agreed to air our program twice
every Sunday at 9am. and 1 p.m. PDT.

————
Aimlioin - e

Listening to a Good News radio ad on
an Internet radio station

The URL for the dation is
wwwwlive365.comvstationsuser8262play.
They will provide us with promotiona
advertising during theweek toannounce
the program, and a o to invite usersto
visit our Web sites. The cost is free for

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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prepare a people.

by Les Booth, Darris McNeely
and Robin Webber

First came World News and Prophe-
cy in printed form, then the weekend
seminars (see sidebar, page 2). Now in
2005, a third phase has been launched
with wnponline.org.

New Technologies
Blogisshort for weblog. A weblogis
aWeb pagethat displays, in chronolog-
ical order, the pogtings by one or more
individuasand usualy heslinksto com-
ments on specific postings. Blogs are
being usedinagrowing number of ways
by businessesandindividuasto publish
and obtain information viathe Web.

commentary, then posted
to the blog. For al the
power thetechnology has,
itisrelatively essy touse.

A podcast issmply a

R T —

made available to any-
one with an Internet
connection—anywhere
intheworld. Thepoten-
tia for preaching the

shortaudioprogram, 5-to GN advertises wnponline.org

15-minutes long, with a specificaly
focused message. A podcast canbepro-
duced fromany location: aprofessiond
studio, ahomeofficestudio or aremote

gospel isenormous.
Really Smple Sndication (RSS) isa
powerful technology that |ets readers

See “wnponline.org,” page 2

U.S. Ministry Holds Three-Day Conferences

by Ken Giese

- # L o = i i
Tom McCrady, Steve Moody, Bonnie and Larry Greider listen; Larry Salyer speaks in St. Louis (photos by Vic Kubik)

S

Depending on the size and demographics of each

“Developing Spiritual Maturity” isthe themefor the
current series of ministerial conferences being held in
each region of the United States over the next few
months. Eldersand wivesin each region arebeinginvit-

ed to attend the conferences, each of which beginsona

Sunday and concludes on a Tuesday.

region, somewill have asingle conferencefor all elders
and wivesin the region while otherswill have two sep-
arate conferences.

David Register and the Southwest Region started the
ball rolling with their regionwide conference on March

See “Conferences,” page 12

Process to Pick New President Nears Completion

by Robert Dick

On March 1, the Council of Elders
began the process of selecting a new
president. All elderswereinvited tosub-
mit recommendations, offering their
views on individuals they felt would
servewdl| inthat position, qualitiesthey
wouldliketoseeor issuesthenext pres-
ident should consider as priorities dur-
ing the years ahead.

Threeweekswere set aside for elder
input and another week for Council
review. All elder input was forwarded
to each member of the Council and on
April 4, after reviewing therecommen-
dations, each Council member was
allowed to put forward two nominees.

On April 6 Gerdd Sedlig, secretary
of the Council, notified each nominee
of his selection, sending him a copy of

the president’sjob description, an offer
from the Council to answer questions
andarequest to confirmhiswillingness
to continue asanominee by April 13.
OnApril 15 the secretary announced
the nominees; Bill Bradford, Aaron
Dean, Jm Franks, Clyde Kilough and
Les McCullough. Each nominee was
given two weeks to return a question-
naireand vitasheet to beused by Coun-
cil membersintheir initial assessment.
Thenext stepistoreducethenumber
of nomineestoamaximum of four men
who will be invited to Cincinnati for
face-to-face interviews with the whole
Council. OnMay 2, each Council mem-
ber isto submit the names of four can-
didatesin order of preference. The sec-
retary will return the resultsin order of
welghted averages to the Council. The
find candidates will be determined

fromthislistinateleconferenceMay 4.

Thefinal nomineeswill gather May
10forinterviews. Two daysareset aside
for discussion with the candidates and
private conferring by the Council about
candidates merits. It is the Council’s
desire to come to a broad agreement
beforethe actual balloting on May 12.

May 12, according to bylaw require-
ments, the president will be selected by
blind ballot. United's new president
will beintroduced to the General Con-
ference of Elders the following week-
end a their annua meeting and have
the opportunity to address the church-
es connected by telephone hook-up
May 14.

Pleasejoinal of usontheCouncil of
Eldersin prayer and fasting that God
will guide our selection and bless the
new president’syearsof service. un

Church to
Launch New
E-mail Project

The United Church of God isin the
processof developingadaily e-mail pro-
gram titled “This Is the Way” to be
launched after the GCE meetings. It will
eventually have a corresponding Web
steaswel.

Many companieshavefoundit effec-
tive to use daily messages to help their
customers begin their day on the right
footing (and perhaps even sall some of
their product). United plans to begin
with about three” ThisIstheWay” mes-
sages aweek to roll out the program.
Eventualy they will be sent out at least
five daysaweek.

United has about 20,000 e-mail
addresses on file to start with. If the
materid provided to our e-mail recipi-
entsis truly helpful and beneficia to
them, they will be encouraged to for-
ward it “to afriend” and to have others
aso sign up for the service. Theinitia
list of 20,000 addressescan quickly blos-
som to many timesthat.

Itisour god to have short, biblically
based messages that help our readers
ded with events in their daily lives,
including their searchfor meaninginlife
and subjects of current interest and val-
ue. Further links will be provided on
smilar subjectssothat readerscan delve
more deeply into the material. We hope
thiswill become avehiclefor subscrip-
tionsreaching around theworld.

See “E-mail,” page 2

Inside:
News From Around the World
Roy Holladay: The Heart of a Pastor
From the Word
Treasure Digest
Local Church Updates
13 Announcements
16 What's New on the Web?

© 0 Ul A~ W



UnitedNews May 2005

United Church of God, an International Association

At a Glance

Continued from page 1

everything. We will air right after Billy
Graham'sHour of Decision.
Peter Eddington

Print Advertising
Campaign Brings
Excellent Results

During the first seven months of this
fiscal year, Good Newsprint advertising
produced excellent results. Throughout
that time, card packs and co-op mailers
werethefoundation of our promotional
efforts. Over 5.2 million cardswere sent
toindividua householdsthroughout the
United States Asaresult, amost 42,000
new subscriptions were generated at a
cost per response of only $3.15.

In that period, seven newly designed
ingerts were tested. These cards adver-
tised variousbookletsand asubscription
to TheGood News. Responsewashigh-
esttoour offersof JesusChrist: TheReal
Sory, Why Does God Allow Suffering?
and Heaven and Hell: What Does the
Bible Really Teach?

Later in the fiscal year, an additiona
3.7millioninsertsand “teke-one” cards
weremailed or distributed. Responsesto
theseeffortsare currently being tabulat-
ed. When our print advertising campaign
for the 2004-2005 fiscal year is com-
pleted a the end of June, we should
expect to have added close to 70,000
new subscribers.

John LaBisoniere

Columnist Plugs
Good News Again

The*Ask Herb” consumer Q&A col-
umn in the Reading, Pennsylvania,
Eagle againtold readershow toreceive
TheGood Newsfres, thistimea somen-
tioningthefreebookletsand Bible Sudy
Course Thiswasprevioudy reportedin
the February 2004 United News.

New Hire
Announced

Carole Gholson beganwork April 25
as the newest employee in the Interna-
tional English area of Mail Processing
at thehomeoffice. Carolehasbeen hired
to help with the ever-increasing work-
load that has svamped the two original
employeesin this section. Responsesto
the Church’s Web site and the related
increase in posta correspondence have
shown steady growth during the past
coupleof years.

Carolelivesin Florence, Kentucky,
and attends the Cincinnati East congre-
gation with her husband, Lloyd.

Alec Qurratt

See “News at a Glance,” page 15

Youth Education Team Meets at Home Office

by Larry W. Greider

United's Youth Education Team
(YET) met March 14 to 16 & the home
office in Milford, Ohio, to review pro-
grams and to discuss goals for 2005.
Members of the team include Larry
Greider (chairman), Doug Horchak,

Joel Meeker, Jim Servidio and David
Treybig.

The YET began in 1997 and today
continues to oversee the Church's Sab-
bath school curriculum, preteen, teen
andyoung adult camps, theYouth Corps
projectsand \ertical Thought magezine.
The team also produces educational

material including “ Teen Bible Study
Discussion Guides’” and special ser-
mong/presentations such as “Are Our
Children Cdlled?” “Modesty” and
“Passing onOur Faithto Our Children.”

TheYET isworking to integrate our
desired outcomes within al areas of
youth education. Thisyear anew Cha-

lenger 11 concept wasimplemented near
Tucson, Arizona, for 10 young adults
and severd full-timeministers. Coordi-
nated by James Capo, thisbetatest used
group discussonsto provideingghtinto
God's truth. The venue was a climb-

See “YET,” page 12

“E-mail,” continued from page 1

Robert Berendt, pastor in Edmonton,
Alberta (plus severa other congrega
tions), will be coordinating the materia
with thehelp of thehomeoffice. Dozens

of Church membersin theintroductory
writing classhavewritten messagesthat
will help “This Is the Way” get under-

way.
If youwouldliketobeinvolved, make
sure you are on the Church's e-mall

update list (see www.ucg.org/contact
/updates.htm). Once the program is
launched you'll see the type of items
we will be using. Please forward sub-
missions to robert_berendt@ucg.org.
We reserve the right to edit submis-

sions and to keep them anonymous.
Thepotentia will begresat if thispro-
gram is done right. Please keep thisin
your prayers as we prepare to launch
“This|stheWay"!
Peter Eddington/Robert Berendt

“wnponline.org,” continued from
page 1

subscribe to online content and receive
natification of new postingswithin aslit-
tle as 15 minutes of being published.
Subscription is free and is available
when areader first entersa\Web ste or
blog or reedsan e-mail offer.
Throughthesenew technologies, con-
tent can be published, promoted and
accessed by millions of new readers
around theworld & litle or no cost. This
audience can be developed and rapidly
dravntothecontent of ablog or Web site.

Longitude Blog
Thewnponline.org Siteisa dynamic
site with news, short commentary and
specid features. Plansarefor fresh con-
tent to be posted daily. The blog format
alows rapid posting of bresking news
Sories and commentary. Posted entries
carry related and timely hyperlinks to
other articlesfrom newssourcesprovid-
ing further information and background.
Theblogiscaled Longitude, anditis
designedtohelp chart aproper coursein
today’s world, aways knowing where
oneis—and whereoneisgoing.
TheLongitudeblog alsoemploysthe
technology of podcasting. Computer
users can use specid programsto auto-
maticaly search the Internet for audio
broadcasts—podcasts—that ~ match

Specifiedinterests Thesecanthenbelis-
tened to on acomputer or transferred to
aportableMP3 player sothey canbelis-
tened to anywhere.

How Do | Access the Blog
and Podcasts?

To read the Longitude Blog, go to
www.wiponline.org/longitude. Post-
ings are ordered newest to oldest, from
thetop, down.

To listen to a podcast, look for the
PodCast-WNPonline logo in a blog
posting. If you click thelogo, theaudio
filewill begin playing on your comput-
er. Or, if you have an MP3 device con-

nected to your compuiter, you can click-
to download the MP3 file to the device
for later listening.

For your convenience, you will aso
findontheleft sideof thewnponline.org
opening page acomplete list of current
and archived Longitude podcadts.

RSSsubscription softwaredlowsyou
to subscribe to blogs and podcasts and
receivenotification of new postings. For
complete information on the software
available and how to use it, go to the
wnponline.org and click the “How to
Use" icon.

As mobile bandwidth increases, it
will become easier to dso download

MP3 podcaststo mobilephonesand oth-
er new portable technologies. It is our
godl to be positioned to provide content
to this rapidly expanding audience for
these new media—around the world—
viathe Web. The costsare minimal and
the opportunity for maximum exposure
is very high, making this a very smart
investment in future mediaddlivery.
The wnponline.org site will provide
access to the archives of past issues of
World Newsand Prophecy aswell asthe
current one. Theinitial design and con-
gructionof thestehasbeendoneby Les
Booth, aUnited Church of God member
livingin West Lafayette, Indiana. un

W\brld Newsand Prophecy wasinau-
gurated in 1998 as a publication for
United membersand otherswho had a
desreto understandworld eventsinthe
light of Bible prophecy.

Over thelast sevenyearsthewritings
and perspectives of this journa’s writ-
ers has reached not only our members
and coworkers, but is ectively read by
many in the greater Church of God
community. Readers gain information
and perspectivesabout thefuture based
upon today's events that are offered in
abaanced, well-researched manner.

Content has been continually added
to provide a balanced perspective on

Phases One and Two: Printed Publication

world events. Themost recent addition
isafeaturetitled“A PageontheWorld,”
whichgivestheaudienceabook review
on literature of note.

The last column of the magezine is
titled“ThisIstheWay," based onlsaiah
30:21. Thegod of thiscolumnistotake
note of people, organizations and
nations that truly are making a differ-
ence in the here and now; and mark
their example as seeds of what will
bloom in the Kingdom of God.

WNP Weekend Seminars
Two years ago, the editoria staff
decided to take World News and

and Seminars

Prophecy ontheroad to local churches
in specia weekend seminars. The god
is to give a congregation a focus on
prophecy and world eventsin aspecia
Sabbath format. Congregations have
the option to invite Good News sub-
scribersto the seminars.

Thestaff strivestoreachtwoor three
congregations a year. These seminars
alow the audience to meet the writers
and dlow thewritersto understand the
makeup and needs of the audience.

Pastorswhose congregationswould
liketo host aseminar can contact Dar-
ris McNeely, the managing editor, at
darris menely@ucg.org. UN
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New Mailihg Office Opens in Malawi

by Bill Jahns

The United Church of God now has
an operating office in Maawi. EE.
Sdawilahasgracioudly taken aroom of
hishomeand put our bookletsand Good
News magazinesin this space.

The Good News now has over 250
readersin Maawi. Unfortunately, the
post officeof Maawi increased therates
by 50 percent recently. In order to keep
the numbers of subscribers receiving
The Good Newsunder control, arenew-
dl letter was sent out.

Malawi is a poor country, and we
oftenreceiverequetsfor financia help.
Somehaveaccesstothelnternet, andwe
recelve many requests for The Good
News through that source. Some of our
members are also putting The Good
Newsinlibrariesand schoolsinMaawi.

Recently wehad thefirst new attendee
come to the United Church of God in
Lilongwe through reading The Good
News magazine and other literature.

Duringmy last tripto Maawi, wehad
arecord attendance of 54 in Blantyre. It
isencouraging to see the growth, since

Aroom in E.E. Salawila’s home has been converted to serve as the Malawi
mailing office for The Good News and United Church of God booklets

just afew years ago we had only one
family, the Chondes, attending in
Malawi. The membersin Maawi are
encouraged to seethe Church grow and
to finaly have The Good News mailed
from their own country.

The brethren there are also excited
about Peter Eddington and Clay Thorn-
tonvisitingMalawi and taping ssgments
for the Feast video there. A combined
churchservicein Blantyreisplanned for
Juned. un

Canadian Council, National Conference Meet

Cdgary, Alberta, was the setting for
the March 2 to 4 Canadian Council
meeting. Edwin van Pelt gavetheoffice
update. Income continues to come in
above budget and the amount of mail
continuesto break records. The number
of requests received by e-mail has dou-
bled in the past year. Mr. van Pelt men-
tioned that the office is purchasing
equipment to produce DVDs.

David Pdmer gave a media update.
Five ads are running on the Internet.
Thesechangefromtimetotimeandare
aninexpensveformof advertising. The
nationa Web site has just undergone a
major upgrade.

Larry Del.ong gave an overview of
thework of the Conflict Resolution Task
Force, and the Council gavethemthego-
ahead to continuewith their work.

A proposed Annua Council Review
wasformally adopted.

The Governance/Ethics/Pastoral

Committee submitted several policies
that were gpproved.

Friday afternoon was reserved for
Council education. Bill Stephaniuk, a
human resource specidist, presented an
overview of human resource policy and
procedure. After his presentation, the
Council approved having thedirector of
operationswork with Mr. Stephaniuk to
conduct an audit of the National Office
Human Resources documents.

Dr. Richard Berendt then gave apre-
sentation titled “Cancer—A Primer
With Perspectives and Information to
Assigt Eldersin Counsdling.”

National Conference

The National Conference of Canada
helditsannua meetingMarch 6in Cd-
gary. Fifteen conference memberswere
elther present or connected by phonefor
this occasion. All 23 members of the
conferencetook part inthebaloting.

Mr. Delong presented the Strategic
Plan; Anthony Wesilkoff, the Operations
Plan; and Mr. van Pdlt, the budget, dl of
which were gpproved.

ThreeCouncil members termsended
March 31. Mr. Del_ong, DennisHorlick
and Graemme Marshall were chosen.

Chairman Rainer Sdlomaa reviewed
his40yearsasamember of the Church.
Hecompared someof our current strug-
glesto those experienced in the days of
Ezraand Nehemiah.

Director of Operations Anthony
WiasiIkoff talked about how the success
of our plans depends on the “ Faith Fac-
tor” Years ago Canadawas able to sub-
sidizeother countries. Will webeableto
do thisagain? He is convinced we can,
if wedtart praying more earnestly about
thedirection of our efforts.

For full reports, see www.ucg.ca/
resources/updates/council/.

LindaWasiIkoff

British Isles Letter Blessed With Good Response

Some unusual “coincidences’ have
brought agood responsetoApril’ssemi-
annud letter sent out by UCG—British
Ides

Indiscussionslatelast year wedecid-
ed that it would be good to offer the
Good Newsmailing list the booklet The
ChurchJesusBuilt. In February wepen-
ciled in adate for mailing the letter by
April 8 to enable us to handle the
reponse by the Passover season.

Thedegth of Pope John Paul |1 on Sat-
urday, April 2, brought a massive out-

flow of praisefromaroundtheworldand
an intense focus of the media on the
Roman Catholic Church and the selec-
tion of the next pope.

Thiswasanideal momenttosenda
|etter asking, “How did Jesus describe
the Church He was building?” We
comment, “The worldwide influence
of Roman Catholicism and those
churchesthat have sprung fromit pre-
sents aset of significant anomaliesto
students of the Bible” Jesus said His
Churchwould not be* of thisworld” or

amajor player on theworld scene.

In eight days the British Idles office
recaived 580 requestsfor thebooklet The
Church JesusBuilt. Of those, 54 readers
included donations.

The response from the United King-
domiis 15 percent of the 3,873 posted.
An additional 973 letters were sent to
Europe, Scandinavia and the Middle
East (4,846 in total). Responses from
Europeare beginning to arrive. un

This appeared in the UCG—British
IdesNational AnnouncementsApril 23.

\nie
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outsde Canada or by email a
ed van_pelt@ucg.ca. The gpplication
deadlineis June8.

Edwin van Pelt

Brethren Spreading
Seeds in Sweden

The scattered brethren in Sweden
meet in Mjdlby every four to six weeks
and thisyear for the second consecutive
year met for the Passover in Karlskoga

This year the Church has opened a
PO. box, abank account, afax lineand
ane-mall addressto help with literature
requests and donations.

The members in Sweden, with the
help of Lennart Fransson, a Swedish-
speaker wholivesin Spokane, Washing-
ton, areworking ontrandationsof book-
lets and the Bible Study Course. Two
bookletsare nearly ready for printingin
Swedish and athird, dong with thefirst
six lessonsof the course, arein review.

TheGood Newsmailinglist, whichis
maintained by the British Idesoffice, is
currently 130. A number of subscribers
have been receiving the magazine and
requesting booklets for severa years.
Now thereisagrowing number of reed-
ersreceiving United News, World News
and Prophecy, the Bible Sudy Course
and \ertical Thought youth magazine.

In March, two quarter-page ads were
placed in afree newspaper with 71,500
copies distributed in Stockholm. Good
News magazines are aso placed around
the city. Although the number of
responseswassmall, wewill continueto
test whichmethodsbring thebest results.
Thereareplansto continueto spread the
gospel through local effortsin Stock-
holm and Mjdlby, putting out GNs and
brochures. Wea sowant to offer reeders
our Swedish booklets. Prayers are
requested for thework in Sweden.

Thereare plansaso for the members
in Scandinavia, along with those from
the Baltics, to meet for the Feast of
Tabernacles in Estonia this year to fur-
ther discussthework in thisregion.

Paul Spenser, Kira Engholm-
Spenser and Solveig Hammar

Canadian Camp Set
for July 15to 19

The Canadian Summer Camp is
planned for July 15 to 19 a Charleston
LakeProvincia Park. The park isabout
50 kilometers (30 miles) northeast of
Kingston, Ontario. The tuition cost is
$75 Canadian.

Thereisrail, bus and air service to
Kingston from both Toronto, Ontario,
and Montreal, Quebec. Transportation
from Kingston can be arranged.

Further information and application
forms can be obtained from Graemme
Marshall at (613) 448-9077 or by e-mail
a graemme_marshal @ucg.org. Or con-
tact Edwin van Pelt at (800) 338-7779
within Canada or (905) 876-0569 from

Costa Rica Feast
Clarification

The Festival planners for San José,
Costa Rica, wish to clarify a statement
inthe February United News. The Sate-
ment, “ Toaccommodatethemany activ-
ities, most services will be held in the
evening,” should have been, “ Some sar-
vicesmay beheldintheevening”’

Minigter Herbert Cisnerossaid, “ The
Festival announcement was intended to
giveagenerd panoramaof the Feast. A
detailed Feast program has not been
completed, much less goproved by the
director of the Spanish work, Leon
Walker. We regret this inconvenient
wording that may have been caused by
our enthusiasm to overemphasize the
wide range of activities offered at this
Feast site, which will dlow the brethren
tofellowship.

“Possibly only one or two services
may be hdldin the late afternoon dueto
westher concerns. .. All eventswill be
balanced throughout the Feest to dlow
al of the members time to fellowship
andtimetoworshipand learn”

Canadian Letter
Gets High Response

In February, anew subscriber devel-
opment |etter was sent to 2,001 GN sub-
scribersin Canada. Theresultshavebeen
encouraging. By March 24, over 350
responses had been received, aresponse
rate of 17.6 percent. That's one of the
highest rates we've seen recently. The
letter offered three publications—\Why
DoesGod Allow Suffering?What [sYour
Destiny? and the Bible Sudy Course.

Edwin van Pelt

Ministerial Trainee
Chosen in Canada

Anthony Wasilkoff announced that
Dennisand PaulaHorlick of the Toron-
to, Ontario, congregation will enter a
ministeria candidate training program
haf-timebeginning June 1.

Members Provide
Tsunami Relief

UCG members Kevin and Sonali
Fiskearrivedin Colombo, Sri Lanka, on
March 20 and have begun the LifeNets
Tsunami Recongtruction Project. They
arebuilding a36-foot boat that will ben-
efit 10 fishing families, dong with five
homes. A log of their reports is at
www.lifenets.org/tsunami/blog.htm.
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Roy Holladay: The Heart of a Pastor

by Gary E. Antion

Threeyearsago theformer charman
of the Council of Elders, Roy Holladay,
was selected to be the president of the
United Church of God, an Internation-
al Association. Heand hiswife, Norma,
moved from Big Sandy, Texas, to
Cincinnati, Ohio, to assume his new
responsibility as the president of the
Churchintheearly summer of 2002.

Now, after three years as president,
Mr. Holladay will be leaving the home
office and returning to what he also
loves, being apastor. As he departs, we
wanted you to know whet kind of aser-
vant he and his wife have been to the
Church during these last three years. A
major part of his character is sincere
humility, and he would be the first to
express his gratitude to God and other
peoplefor being giventheopportunity to
save.

Over 40 Years of Pastoral
Service

When Mr. and Mrs. Holladay moved
to the home office, they immediately
continued the attitude that they had
devel oped whilepastoring 24 congrega-
tions in the states of West Virginia,
Texas, Virginia, Illinois, Pennsylvania
andHorida Mr. Holladay hesaso coor-
dinated the Feest of Tabernaclesin sev-
erd areas. Inaddition to those responsi-
bilities, heserved asaregiona pastor for
fiveyears.

Hisleadership was honed asamem-
ber of the Council of Elders, where he
charedanumber of committeesover the
years. His service as chairman of the
Council of Elders was agood prepara
tion for his role as president since it
familiarized himwith thetotal activities
of thework.

Heand Normacameto Cincinnati to
be servantsto the brethren of the United
Church of God and to al whom God
would call into His way of life. They
began getting toknow dl thestaff mem-
bers by taking them to lunch or dinner.
Mr. Holladay stopped by each area of
theoffice and talked with each employ-
eeto learn how the various tasks were
performed.

He met regularly with the manage-

ment team and othersto try to create a
pleasant and unified working environ-
ment at the home office. Hewas appre-
cidtiveof theeffortsof thestaff and gave
individua son thestaff many opportuni-
tiesto develop and grow intheir various
areas of respongihility.

Mr. Holladay brought an approach to
thepresidency that wasmuch appreciat-
ed becausehebrought with himtheheart
of apastor. Mr. and Mrs. Holladay drew
upon the experiences they gained
throughtheir over 40 yearsof servingas
pastor and wife. Mr. Holladay used
those experiencesto help him fulfill his
new roleasChurchpresident. Heand his
wife also made dozens of visitsto con-
gregationsin the United Statesand oth-
er countriesto gaininsight into thelives
and hopes of the brethren so that he
might better servethem.

Another areain which Mr. Holladay
has shown the attitude of a caring ser-
vant was his ingtituting of sending out
get-well and condolence cards to those
whose names and ailments came to the
atention of the home office staff. The
cards gave encouragement and comfort
to hundreds to whom they were sent.
Congratulation|etterstowelcomenew
members of United were dso sent to
each individua who was baptized or

had madecommitmentstobemembers |

of United.

Mr. and Mrs. Holladay brought the
quality of humility to his area of
responsibility. In addition to being
humbleand appreciative, Mr. Holladay
was not afraid to launch new, innova-
tiveprogramsand makeevery effortto
seethose projectswere accomplished.
Hedso gavecredit tothosewho brought
thoseideaswhenthey werenot hisown.

Accomplishments

When Mr. Holladay became presi-
dent, hewasgiven alist of mandatesto
accomplish by the Council. With God's
help, here'ssomeof what he hasaccom-
plishedin histhree-year term.

Godly Leadership Program: Mr. Hol-
laday actively led the development and
presentation of materia about Chrigt-
centered Servant L eadership, whichwas
renamed the Godly Leadership Pro-
gram. Heinitiated sessionsin the home

office and with the management team,
and was an active advisor to the task
force responsible for developing this
curriculum. Presentationsongodly lead-
ership have been given at the Ambas-
sador Bible Center and Leadership
Training Workshops.

Media Development: During Mr.
Holladay’stenure, focuswas placed on
developing our Internet potential and
improving our video capabilities. New
employees were hired who brought in
thelr expertiseand improved our efforts
in those areas. The Good News and
Tomorrowtelevision programsexpand-
ed their coverage. New video editing
equipment was purchased, and a new
mediacenter isheing builttoaccomplish
even moreintheseareas.

The Church’'s main Web sites a
WWW.Ucg.org and www.gnmagazine.org
were given a fresh design and
have increased their traffic and |
visitor throughput severdfoldin  fz
the last three years. Combined [F&f
monthly visitors for the two
sites for March 2005 topped
392,000. The number of new

Roy Holladay on trip to Ghana; Norma
and Roy Holladay celebrate 40th anni-
versary; top, ABC graduation (photos by tor”
Andy Lausted and Janet Treadway)

received through the Internet continues
to break records each month, and the
number of print promotion piecesfor the
2004-2005 fiscal year brokeall records.

Attheencouragement of the Council,
the adminigtration aso began working
with an outside consultant on how to
more effectively communicate with the
public.

Pastoral Carefor the Brethren: With
decadesof pastord experience, Mr. Hol-

laday wasdesply interestedin
making surethat themembers
of theChurchwerebeingwell
caredfor withinteresting edu-
cationd materias and pastors
in every area. This includes
preparing new pastors for the
future. To thisend, the follow-
ing programswereinitiated:

« A proposal for Pastord Excellence
and Renewa was crested.

 The Leadership Training Program
hasbeenin placefor threeyears. Thisis
providing leadership training for indi-
viduasinloca congregations—includ-
ing some who may have potentid as
eldersor pastorsin thefuture.

¢ The Church began a DVD and
audiotape program of sermons thet are
sent to dl congregationsabout key doc-
trinal and Chrigtian Livingtopics These
have included the
i Sabbath, modesty

| and child rearing.

|« Mr. Holladay
§ conducted the first-
| ever education confer-
i ence for the coordina-
i tors of some of our
| mgjor educationa pro-
| gramsin United. They
| developed philosophy
- and mission statements,
~ and addressed how we
could more effectively and efficiently
coordinate our effortsin order to better
serve the brethren and to improve the
use of our resurces.

 The Challenger Il camp program
for young adultswasstartedin Decem-

2004

Employee Development: Mr. Holla
day hasshown thesame* heart of apas-
toward those working for United.

« Perhgpsfor thefirgttimeinthehis-
tory of the Church, a formal, written
retirement program was developed for
al employess.

« AnemployeeWeb sitewascreated
to accessawide variety of employment
documents—including health and life
insurance information, 403(b) plans, a
human resource manual, safety guide-
lines, theretirement palicy, etc.

« Jobdescriptionsfor dl homeoffice
employees were updated, something

that had not been donefor years.

* For thefirst time, a description of
al job functions for each employeeis
being devel oped, tohelpal departments
operate more effectively and to better
enabletrangtion of employees.

* An employee job assessment
process was started for home office
employess.

GoodWorks Program: Mr. Holladay
initiated the “Good Works™ program,
which was approved by the Council in
August 2003. This program allows
brethren (through collective fund-
raising efforts) to support projects and
brethren in developing countries. Con-
gregations in Ghana, the Philippines,
Kenya, Cameroon, Togo, Rwanda and
other countries have been helped.

Financial Reserves Policy: During
thepast threeyears, expenseshavebeen
kept within budgeted parameters. The
adminigtration also developed apalicy,
approved by the Council, toestablish the
leve of annud reservestobemaintained
and how to usefundsif thislevel should
be exceeded.

\ertical Thought: During thelast cou-
pleof years, the United Church of God
began producing a hard-copy youth
magazine Although originaly sent only
toyoung peoplein United, wenow have
morethan 17,000 subscribers—most of
whom are outside of United.

Festival Planning Team: Thisteam
has now been created under the coordi-
nation of Doug Horchak. Theteamwill
meet at least once annually to discuss
planning for the Feast of Tabernecles, to
makethis highlight of the year the best
itcanbe.

We wish Roy and Norma Holladay
every success and blessing asthey con-
tinueto help God's peopleasapastor in
the Cleveland, Tennessee, congregation.
We're confident that hewill continueto
be. .. Roy Holladay—with the heart of
apastor. uN

Here are some quotes from the home office staff about
quditiesthey saw in the Holladays:

* “To describe Roy in afew wordswould be hard. For
me hisexample of honesty, love, humility and caring moti-
vated me every day to want to live God'sway. | wasaways
inspired by his messagesin the staff meetings. Hewas gen-
tleand dwaystook thetimeto come around and talk with
usonanindividua bass. His office was an open door for
al of us. | till remember thelong trip he and hiswife, Nor-
ma, took to cometo my mother-in-law'sfunera and offer
our family much needed support. He was an encourager
and greet at building people up.”

* “Roy clearly demonstrated—not just in word, but in
how he did everything—that every person’s contribution to
thework of the Church wasimportant, valued and gppreci-
ated. On any given issue, hewould solicit input from multi-
pleindividuas. Hewould carefully listen and acknowledge
recommendationswhen offered to him, regardless of who
gavethem. A number of hisinitiatives promoted getting
brethren and employeesinvolved in more effective ways.
Hisgratitude was congtant. You dways knew that Roy was
not only thankful for what you had done, but for who you
wereasamember of theBody of Christ”

uotable Qualities

* “My firgt impression upon first coming to the home office was
how peaceful it was here. And | know much of that aimosphere
was created by our president, Mr. Holladay. My second impres-
sion, sinceit was near the Days of Unleavened Breed, wasthat he
was awonderful example of being unleavened. It hasbeen very
refreshing and inspiring to seein Mr. Holladay thefruit of the Spir-
itinword and deed. Hiskindnesswill dways stand out to measa
hallmark of hisleadership. Thesetraits proved to be genuinewhen
it was announced that therewould be achangein the presidency. |
didn’t hear from him any backbiting or maliciouswords. He took
theannouncement with grace and isoptimistically moving onto
serve God's peoplein whatever way hewill beled”

 “Mr. Holladay will beablessing to whatever areahe serves”

« “Roy Holladay is gpproachable. He actudly hearsand listens
towhat you haveto say”

« “Roy Holladay brought everyonein the home office (who
would participate) into the discussion on Chrigt-centered Servant
L eadership. Thiswas probably one of the most rewarding projects
| have ever participated in and it wastruly fun to interact with all
theothers”

« “Roy Holladay hasbeen ajoy to have around the home office
aspresident. Hedwayshastimeto talk when employeeshavea
need, and he spendstime on the tel ephone with thosewho call. Mr.

Holladay ingtituted aregular Monday morning meeting for the
teff titled Compass Check. It isagreat way to start the week off as
we prepare for thework ahead. Mr. Holladay has served hereas
president with dignity and integrity. Heisaman of very high prin-
ciplesand very converted”

* “|t'sheen an absolute pleasure working with Mr. Roy Holla
day. There are many thingsthat just touch my heart about him, but
onein particular thet I’ [l dwaysremember isthe excellent example
he continued to st for thelove of God's people. Hedso dways
madetimefor the employeesand showed usthat he beyond doubt
cared. Inthemornings, hewould takethetimeto stop over a each
employee' sworkplace and greet each and every one of us”

* “Mr. Holladay wasagrest ass#t to this office. Hisdoor was
aways open for anyonewho wanted to talk with him. Hewould
comearound to our office areaand greet usand ask how wewere
doing. It has been apleasure working under him, and heand his
wifewill be greatly missed.”

 The Council of Elders expressed its appreciation in the follow-
ing quote from their Feb. 28 letter: “All of us on the Council pos-
sess high regard for Mr. Holleday. Hisintegrity, diligent work eth-
ic, humility, dedication to God's people and the serving heart of a
pastor al spesk well of him and hisachievements. Hehasbeena
Steady hand at the helm of United for three years”
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From the Word

How to eep the Sabbath Day Holy

M Sabbath-keeping reflects
our relationship with God.
How can we recapture
positive principles and grow
in this area?

by Richard Pinelli

Exodus 19 and 20 talk about how
God, when He gave the Ten Command-
ments, caused the earth to tremble and
shake—the manifestations were abso-
lutely awesome. God said He came'to
test them “that His fear may be before
you, 0 that you may not Sin” (Exodus
20:20).

How do we respond to these words?
In this article we are not talking about
proving the Sabbath. Weareredly talk-
ing about what we need to do as mem-
bers of God's Church in keeping this
particular day.

A Test Commandment

Wehavetakedfor many, many years
about the fact that the Sabbath is a test
commandment. God measures the
Church by what it does with His law.
And we have cometo redizethat judg-
ment beginsat thehouseof God (1 Peter
4:17). Many times people think of this
judgment as condemnation. But it's a
process of evaluation, of learning, of
growing, of walking with God. We are
the peopleof God and Heisshowing us
how to observethisday and to keep His
lawsin the way that He intends so that
we can be prepared to enter Hisfamily.

Oneof themost important thingsthat
we can understand about this subject is
that our jobisto continually expand our
understanding of God'slaw concerning
the Sabbath.

So how we keep the Sabbath says
something about us. God wantstolearn
something about our character, what we
aregoing to dowiththiscommand. Itis
important for usto continue to grow in
understanding not only the letter of the
law, but the spirit.

God made a very specid Sabbath
covenant with His people back in Exo-
dus31. Weseefromthet chapter thet the
Sabbath isan identifying sgn of God's
people. It identifies people, not agree-
ments. And so the Sabbath day isavery
important day, not greeter than the oth-
er ninecommandments, but apart of the
Ten Commandments and a sign
betweenusand our Creator. Asweserve
Himonthisday, thereissomething spe-
cid that welearn about the Sabbath.

Ezekiel wrote about the severe con-
sequences when the people defiled
God's Sabbaths (Ezekiel 20:11-13).
Godwasvery seriousabout the Sabbath
being a test commandment. How we
keep God's Sabbath tells God some-
thing about how muchwereally want to
bein Hisfamily.

The Jews were convinced that the
Sabbath was the primary reason they

went into captivity. So they proceeded
tomakerulesfor their Sabbath. But they
went into the other ditch, becoming so
“pharisaica” thet they developed 39 cat-
egories of activities that comprised
“work"—everythingfrom swatting afly
to helping an injured man. No wonder
Christ condemned the Pharisees. But if
that ditch is wrong, the other ditch is
wrong aswell. Thereisabalance.

| amnot trying to create somekind of
yardstick religion. But over thelast few
yearsmany of our ministershave asked
for alittlebit moreinformation on Sab-
bath-keeping, becauseintheearly ' 90s
it was watered down. The observance
of the Sabbath became in many cases
something different than it was years
before. People began to dressinappro-
priately. People treated the Sabbath as
simply another day rather than a feast
day, a specia day. They didn't get
involved as they used to in preparing
for it and looking forward toit. And so
al I amtrying to do isto reemphasize
some of these areas to help us better
understand how we should keep the
Sabbath.

| think the most interesting thing that
happened after | gave asermon on this
subject was how many young people
fromage18to30 cameupand saidthey
had never heard things like that before.
And that was shocking to me becauseit
mademeredlizethat wehaven't spoken
onthistopic for along time.

| am not here to judge the intent of
your heart. | am here, likeyou, to try to
better understand how tokeep God'slaw
every Sebbeth.

Four Primary Principles

There are four primary principles of
Sabbath-keeping. Firgt, the command-
ment tellsusnottowork. Thismeansnot
to make a productive increase from
working—recelving pay and so on.

Second, thecommandment tellsusto
rest. Thisdoes not mean that we stay in
bed dl day. Rest means to change the
overal gpproach that we have from the
Sx days of go, go, go and work, work,
work, tobeing abletojust topandenjoy
theday.

Third, we are told to assemble with
others for worship. We are required to
congregate. Itisapart of true Chrigtian-
ity. Youredly can'tjust bealivingroom
Chrigtian. A greet part of keeping God's
law has to do with interaction and
involvement with the people of God on
aregular basis.

Leviticus 23:3 says that it isa holy
convocation. Thewordimpliestheprod-
uct of officid summons to worship. To
put it another way, God said be there.
When we receive asummonsto gppear
incourt, what dowedo?Wetakeit seri-
oudy. Similarly, God has said to usthat
we should respond by being here.

There was a man in one of the
churches afew years ago who brought
aportabledialysismachineinhistruck
sohecould beat church! Andthereare

many wonderful examples of people
who desperately want to be a church.

The fourth point isthat we are here
to fellowship. Hebrews 10:25 sayswe
need to be gathering ourselvestogeth-
er so much more as we “see the Day
approaching.” We are here to learn
from the other members, to hear the
sermon and sermonette. Apostasy sets
inwhen Christian fell owship becomes
lukewarm.

It is very important that we gather
together to help and encourage the
brethren, and to alow them to give us
encouragement when we have need
after abad week. We receive prayer
updatesand find wayswe can servethe
brethren.

The Sabbath was designed to serve
mankind (Mark 2:27). On it we learn
about life's purposes, why we're here,
where we're headed. Most important,
welearn how to live.

Proper Sabbath observance alows
usto develop and maintain a persona
relationship with both the human fam-
ily and the spiritual family of God.

Reverencing God’s
Sanctuary

Part of properly keeping the Sab-
bath is reverencing God's sanctuary

(Leviticus 19:30). This includes
respect in the way we dress and the
way we get to church on time. We
need to bein our seats, ready to be a
part of the song service, the sermon-
efte and the sermon.

We need to have our “wedding gar-
ment” on (Matthew 22:11-14). We
need to be properly attired, wearing
the best we have. It’s like the high
priest who on the Day of Atonement
wore a special garment to show
respect and reverence (Leviticus 16:4).

The Preparation Day

Exodus 20:8 says, “Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” It is
interesting that the word remember is
used. The Soncino commentary says
thismeanswe should alwayskeep the
Sabbath in mind during the week. If
we are thinking about the Sabbath,
then we will begin to make some of
the modern-day preparations that are
needed.

Instead of running for six days and
coming to an abrupt stop all of asud-
den when the sun goes down, we can
taketheopportunity to beginto switch
gearsearly enoughto think about what
wearegoingto do. For example, shin-
ing our shoes, pressing our clothes,

preparing foods and thinking about
what we are going to do with our chil-
dren.

Oneof themost enjoyabletimesfor
my wifeand mewaswhen we had Fri-
day nightstogether asafamily. Every
Friday night wewould have one of our
favoritemeals. Thefirst timeit would
be my daughter’s choice, the second
time my son’s, the third time my
wife'sand last of al the old man'’s.

We shut everything down and it
became our time. Sometimes we
would go downstairsand play agame.
Sometimeswewould sitinfront of the
fireplaceand talk and have our dessert
there. It was very special.

The Dos

Now, with the principles of Sab-
bath-keeping that we have gone
through, wemust individually grow in
proper judgment, continually expand-
ing our understanding of God's laws
concerning the Sabbath. Inthisarticle,
rather than giving you the don'ts, |
want to give you the dos. | want to
show you some very positive things
you can do based on the teachings of
Isaiah 58.

Isaiah 58:13-14 says, “If you turn
away your foot from the Sabbath, from

What About Ox-in-the-Ditch Situations?

What about the ox in the ditch (L uke 14:1-6)? Sometimes peoplelook &t their job or their Situation asan ox intheditch.
TheBible showsthat emergencies, ox-in-the-ditch situations, justify work. When onehasal egitimate emergency, alife-or-
desthillness or accident, he or sheisnot condemned for doing what is necessary to meet the challenge of the emergency.

Dealing With Legitimate Emergencies

The Second Narrows Bridge between North Vancouver, British Columbia, and themainland coll gpsed. Hundredsof peo-
plewerethrown into the water from thishigh bridge. Many died and somewere badly injured. A member of the Churchin
Vancouver—a nurse a a hospita—was asked to come to work. She worked an entire shift during that time because there
wasdesth, mayhem and confusion. Therewas an emergency wherethey needed to havetrained peoplethere. Thislady had
awaystold her bossthat she could not comein from Friday night sunset until Saturday night sunset, and they honored that.
But they said to her, “We have an emergency that we have never had before. Will you come?” And shesaid, “ Yes, | will.”

We had aman in the Church who used to work on high power lines. He made sure his boss knew that he would not be
there to work on the Sabbath. But one Friday night there was aterrible, terrible storm. He had to spend eight hours taking
careof linesthat had fallen across roads and would haveinjured people.

Now, helet hisbossknow. Thenurselet her bassknow. These peoplerecognizedthat if their bosseswereto continuetime
after timeasking themto cometowork, then they would haveto facethe question, What isal egitimate emergency and what
iscrested by the boss?

Someone asked the question, How do you handle Situations when responsibilities considered critical by your company
keep encroachinginto Friday evening?| think the answer isthat we haveto begin to plan ahead to avoid foreseeable emer-
gencies” If they continue to encroach upon the Sabbeth, you may need to find another placeto work.

But in most cases—I would say in 99 percent of cases—when people plan ahead and talk to their employer and explain
their needs; it al works out. And then there may be alegitimate emergency that requiresyou to meke ajudgment.

Is the Sabbath Worth Dying For?

Someone asked another question: If you could not find away to survive becatise every occupation required you to work
on Saturdays, isthe Sabbath worth dying for?

Strong question, isn'tit?But there' sascripturethat addressesit. It'sfound in the context of Shadrach, Meshachand Abed-
Nego and thefiery furnace. They, too, faced this question of faith. They refused to bow down to theimage, to bresk one of
the Ten Commandments, and the king said hewould throw them in the furnace.

They responded, “If that isthe case, our God whom we serveis ableto deliver usfrom the burning fiery furnace, and He
will deliver usfromyour hand . . . Butif not, letit beknowntoyou, O king, that we do not serveyour gods, nor will wewor-
ship the gold image which you have set up” (Daniel 3:17-18). It comes down to ametter of faith.

Wehavefound over the past 45to 50 yearsthat most peoplewho have held their ground and obeyed God' s Sabbath com-
mand have found away to makeit through the problem and actually be blessed! But you must understand, thisisnot an ox
intheditch. It comesdown to ametter of achoice about God'sWord and God'slaw. Now some people, if they arewesk in
faith, may giveinto something. But you will find that over aperiod of time you will be convicted, and you will befinding
yoursalf having to either decide to justify or to redize that you are going to have to carry out that command regardless of
what men say or think or do.
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doingyour pleasureon My holy day, and
cdll the Sabbath addight, theholy of the
Lorp honorable, and shall honor Him,
not doing your own ways, nor finding
your own pleasure, nor speaking your
ownwords, thenyou shall delight your-
sdf intheLorp; and | will causeyouto
ride on the high hills of the earth, and
feed youwith the heritage of Jacob your
father””

Inthecontext of theright kind of fast-
ing and the wrong kind of fasting men-
tioned earlier in Isaiah 58, God then
addresses the Sabbath. Aswith fagting,
God contragtsthe right approach to His
holy time and the wrong approach. The
right approach will cause God to take
notice, enhance our relationship and
causeustotakeddightinthethingsthat
areeternd.

We have to be careful that our Sab-
bath does not degenerate into a mean-
ingless weekly ritud. There is more to
the Sabbath than smply acknowledging
that it is Saturday and not Sunday, and
not working, and of course going to
church. The Sabbath is set apart for a
particular purpose, and thisis the posi-
tive side of understanding what we
should be doing with the Sabbath.

Solet'sstart withaquestionthat many
peopleraise. How dol usemy television
set? What about my computer? What
about aradio?What about printed mate-
ria such as books and magazines and
newspapers?

The world we livein comesinto our
home through many vehicles. How we
use these vehicles on the Sabbath will
depend on our interpretation of Isaiah
58:13-14. Do we use these vehicles for
personal entertainment? Do we use
these vehiclesfor information?

The Sabbath turns out to be aday of
highly positiveimport. It liberates man
for meeting God. Dothesevehicleshelp
you do that? Thisis what you have to
evaluate. These are some of the ques-
tions we must judge in our Sabbath-
keeping.

Now let me giveyou two Sdesto the

Sory. Let'ssay that there are some peo-
ple who spend seven hours watching
television on the Sabbath. They might
decidetowatch an R-rated movieon Fi-
day night. Now to methat is one ditch.
The other side of that might be Smply
turning it off and never using it at al,
when there are some things that can be
used in aproper way.

Sabbath observanceisnot aburden. It
liberates man for meeting God. It isa
day of joy. Itisaday of ddight. Theper-
son who calls the Sabbath a delight is
onewhoddightsintheLord. Our think-
ing beginsto shift. Weworship God and
find enjoyment through andinHimand
inwhat Heprovides, both spiritually and
physically.

Our Ways Vs. God’s Ways

Isaiah 58 contrasts our ways versus
God's ways. God claims the Sabbath
day asHis, and | think the Sabbathisto
beapleasurableand anenjoyableday. It
istobeaday of happinessand cheerful-
ness.

What makes us happy?Not the same
thing that makes the world around us
“happy”—not just physical pleasures.
We focus on the spiritual aspects of the
day, thinking about God, getting closer
to God, learning about His ways. In
eseence God says, “ Pay atentiontoMe
on the Sabbath. Treat the Sabbath asan
honor to Me” When you begin to do
that, you find thet television, radio and
the computer al find their proper place.
But their placeis not in spending hours
watching R-rated movies on the Sab-
bath. That just doesn’t seem to be the
ditch the Chrigtian should bein.

In verse 14 God shows that we are
going to be a part of His Kingdom.
Thinking about thosethingson the Sab-
bath day and the life we have chosen
becomesavery important thing.

Isaigh 58:13-14 tell us to focus on
God and not sdIf. Secondly, they tell us
tofocusontheeternal thingsand not the
trivid. That isbasicaly God and thebig
picture. It is not saying it would be

Nehemiah 13, and the other inAmos.

cdl that sowing discord.

Eating Out on the Sabbath

The question of egting out on the Sabbath sometimes comes up. We have a
paper, “ Principles of Sabbath Observance, Eating Out on the Sabbath.” Itison
theWeb siteat www.ucg.org/papersif youwish to get acopy. It goesthrough al
of the scriptures and al of the principles that have to do with eating out on the
Sebbath. The Church hasnever taught thet it waswrong or aviolation of the Seb-
bath to eat in arestaurant on the Sabbath. Clearly Chrigtianity involvesan indi-
vidud choiceastowhat you do. It isajudgment that individuas have to make.

Paul took certain positionsabout not eating meet if it made someonestumble.
But the act itsalf of going out to eat is not amatter of sin. It isthe view of the
Churchthat itisnot aviolation of the Scripturesif one choosesto egt out.

Thosewho object to purchasingameal on the Ssbbath usualy basetheir argu-
ment from two principles—causing someone else to work on the Sabbath or
exchanging money on the Sabbath. There are two scriptures they use, onein

If you look at these two scriptures with this particular paper, | think you will
seewhy the Churchteacheswheat it teaches. The prohibition that you findin both
placesisagaingt setting up amarket on the Sabbath or aHoly Day. The Jewshad
becomeapeoplethat made the Sabbath asecular day whereit was acceptableto
gotoamarket. Theprincipleexpressedinthese scripturesis, don't makethe Sab-
bath amarket day or aday to do your weekly shopping.

Nehemiah 13 hasnothing to do with eating out in arestaurant. After you look
at the scriptures on the subject, if you asan individua feel compelled not to est
out at arestaurant on the Sabbath, so be it. No one should look down, no one
should criticize, no one should judge. We smply ask that individuals keep that
asapersond decision and not make effortsto persuade others, becausethisisa
teaching of the Church. We must understand that attemptsto persuade othersis
divisive, and that behavior smply cannot betolerated in the Church of God. We

wrong to think about other things, more
mundane things, but the big picture
should take center stage.

The Sabbath picturestheMillennium.
The Sabbath pictures the coming of
Christ to bring God's government. And
0 from the concept of, “Where your
treasureis, thereyour heart will bedso,”
we recoghize that if our thoughts are
only onour owninterests, our own pur-
suits and our own pleasures, then our
focuswill beon the sdlf.

In Isaiah 58:13, “your own ways'
means the course of life, your employ-
ment, your enterprises, your finances,
the serious business of making aliving
that we have to do six days aweek. We

you about one that my family did for
many yearswhen my children wereat
home.

The Sabbath can also beachanceto
visitthesick and thewidows. Whenwe
begin to reach outside of ourselves,
wonderful relationships can be estab-
lished.

Many people have used thetime to
write a letter or a card of encourage-
ment to someone. It's wonderful to
know someonewasthinking about you
and cared enough to send you acard.

Studying the Word of God and
reviewing God's planis another impor-
tant use of the Sabbath. It is a crazy
world welivein right now. Find escape

The Sabbath is a wonderful gift that God has given us in
worshipping Him . . . Can we assume that if God held a
whole nation accountable for breaking the Sabbath, that He
would spare one individual? We as a Church need to take the
Sabbath more seriously. | think we need to understand that
perhaps we've let some things slip.

don't involve ourselves in working at
that on the Sabbath day. We do that the
rest of theweek. Thosethingsby which
you feed, clothe and care for yourself
physically, you put away. You remove
yoursalf fromthat and you begintothink
about thosearessthat areimportant spir-
itualy.

Forsaking “your own pleasure” does
not mean the Sabbath is arigorous day
of abstinence. | found that those Friday
nightswithmy children wereawonder-
ful time. | found that being with the
brethren after church services or being
abletoenjoy apicnicorawak innature
wasvery muchapart of having our mind
and our energies taken up in that Sab-
bath attitude.

“Nor spesking your words’: | think
thisisaspiritua gpplication of thefirst
two principles. “Out of the abundance
of theheart themouth spesks’ (Mathew
12:34). What wetalk about, what weare
thinking is known every Sabbath day
when wetalk with the brethren.

Making the Sabbath a
Delight

Now let's ook at some idess about
making the Sabbath a delight. | told

inwhat God isgoing to do, and redize

that it is going to happen because He

can'tlie. Takethetimeto review God's
an.

The Sabbeth is dso agood time for
talking about goals, about the future,
especidly the spiritua future ahead. |
find that looking back onwhat God has
donefor us, and thenlooking forwardto
what Heisgoing to do, is very encour-
aging. Thisisaday to think about the
positive things, to reach forward and to
reach upward.

Some people read sections of the
Biblethat deal with God as Cregtor, the
Sabbath theme, and then watch videos
or certain programs that highlight the
cregtion of God. There are some won-
derful videos from Moody Bible Ingti-
tute about different aspects of the cre-
ation. FocusontheFamily dsohassome
wonderful videoson family.

Takeawalk inthe park. Sometimes,
we don't get achanceto smell theros-
es. Alvin Toffler said we are stressing
ourselves half to death. The Sabbath
givesusachanceto reversethat.

Have interective discussions with
your family about newspaper and mag-
azine articles on current events and

prophecy. Talk about theproblemsof the
world and thesolutionsthat Godisgoing
tobring.

Specid family time a medsis very
important. | found one of the most
enjoyablethingswashaving apicnicin
the park after Sabbath services, where
you just sit down, take off your tie and
visitwithagroup of brethren. Or havea
potluck a home. Have specid friends
over Friday evening.

So congidering al these things, how
much would you get involved with the
world comingintoyour houseduringthe
Sabbath? Probably awholelot less.

Taking the Sabbath More
Seriously

The Sabbath isawonderful gift that
God has given usin worshipping Him.
Generdly today the tendency isto take
the Sabbath for granted. More people
seem to betoo liberal with the Sabbeth
than thosewho aretoo gtrict. | hopewe
will get back to remembering these
important things.

Noticewhat the prophet Ezekidl says
to us. “1 gave them My statutes and
showed them My judgments, ‘which,
if aman does, he shdl live by them!
Moreover | aso gave them My Sab-
baths, to be a sign between them and
Me, that they might know that | anthe
Lorp who sanctifies them” (Ezekiel
20:11-12). The Sabbath is a sign
between God and His people. Israel
forsook God and the holy timethat He
et aside. They paid the price for it, a
very dear priceto pay.

Can we assume that if God held a
whole nation accountable for bregking
the Sabbath, that He would spare one
individua ?WeasaChurch needtotake
the Sabbath more serioudly. | think we
need to understand that perhaps we've
let somethingsdip.

We must keep the Sabbath holy
because our salvation dependsonit. |
hope you will bring these basic princi-
ples back to your Sabbath-keeping and
alow it to makeyour Sabbath day most
enjoyableand most delightful. un

Thisarticleisbased ontwo sermons
givenintheCincinnati East, Ohio, con-
gregation Feb. 7 and March 6, 2004.
The full transcripts are available at
WWW.LICG.0rg/ser mong/transcripts.htm.

Rediscovering the Sabbath

Nan Chase, awriter of Jewishbackground, wrotean interesting articleabout rediscovering the Sabbath. Hereareexcerpts:
“Inamoment of divineingpiration | decided totry an old-fashioned curefor my space-age blues. It iscalled the Sabbath.

Andit'samentd hedthtool that worksaswell today asit did 3,200 yearsago . . .

“Now if someonetold you that there was away to stop the ondaught of everyday obligations, improve your socid life,
keep the house clean, revive your tired marriage, €levate spiritual awareness, improve productivity at work, al overnight
without cost, you would probably say the claim was absurd. | certainly did, but | waswilling to seeif some cosmic miracle

curemight redly work . . .

“No shopping or paying hills, no pulling weeds or pruning shrubs, nor cleaning or repairing the house. Not even talking
about or thinking about work and the office. The Sabbath isaday without |abor, atimeto savor the sweetness of lifewith a
deliciousmedl, wine and lovemaking, napping, reading and strolling. My persond life, my professiond life, my family life
havedl improved, and | planto go on celebrating the Sabbeth, themost powerful and illuminating discovery for mebecause
of the sudden understanding of how an ancient edict can have such thoroughly modern applications. . .

“My quest began at amarriage counsdlor'soffice. After 22 fruitful years of marriage my husband, Saul, and | found our-

selves deadlocked over crises of time management, of growth and change.. . .

“Thefirst Sabbath | took Friday afternoon off from work to clean the house from top to bottom. If afamily with three
teenagersisgoingto get aday without work, weshould start with everything extraclean. Thispractice proved tobeaninstant
winner, and | have permanently changed my workweek to the benefit of our homelife. ..

“Saul came home from work Friday afternoon, cleared away astack of hills, and before the sun went down finished al
that he had to do. What next?\Wefelt duty bound to try thewine. And thelovemaking rules. And yes, even romancetook on
aprofound and delightful new aspect. How marvel ousto betold to maketimeto enjoy the physical and emotiona pleasures

of amaturerelationship.”

Source: Nan Chase, “Ancient Wisdom,” Hemispheres, July 1997.




United Church of God, an International Association

UnitedNews May 2005

Unconditional Surrender

B Nearly 60 years ago World
War 11 ended with
unconditional surrender.
But unconditional surrender
is not just for the history
books, as it plays a vital part
in our relationship with our
Savior and conquering King.

by James D. Cannon

On May 7, 1945, in Reims, France
(and afew hourslater in Berlin), Admi-
ra von Friedeburg, Genera Jodl, Field
Marshdll Keitel and General Stumpff,
representatives of the German High
Command, signed the instrument of
unconditional surrender inthe presence
of theBritish, Soviet, Frenchand Amer-
ican Allied Forces High Command.

Later that same year, on Sept. 2,
1945, on the deck of the USS Missouri
before the Supreme Allied Command,
on behalf of Emperor Hirohito of the
Japanese Empire, Mamoru Shigemitsu
attached hissignatureto theinstrument
of unconditiona surrender. Yoshijiro
Umezu, chief of the General Staff of the
Imperia Japanese Army, subsequently
countersignedit.

The Axis Powers and the Japanese
Empireabsolutely and unconditionaly
surrendered themselves and yielded
themselves to the mercy and judgment
of theAllied Forceswho had conquered
them.

Unconditional surrender is not an
easy dtate of mind to bring into being.
Someone must come to redly see that
he (or she) has been totally and
absolutely conquered and that his only
choices are unconditional surrender,
imprisonment or death.

Membersof theBody of JesusChrigt,
or thosewho arein the process of com-
ing to conversion and baptism, under-
stand or are coming to understand that
they have been conquered, bought and
paid for, and have becomeabond dave
of Jesus Christ.

Of course, Jesus Christ is our Elder
Brother, our High Priest, our Hedler, our
Chief Shepherd, our Friend, our Hiding
Placeand our Savior.

However, Jesus Christ is also our
Master, our Lord and the soon-coming
King of Kings and Lord of Lords to
whom we, at baptism, have uncondi-
tionally surrendered, placing our indi-
vidud livesinto Hisloving, capableand
merciful hands. Hehasbought and paid
for us—ransomed us from the death
penalty that we have earned and
deserve—by giving His very life
through Hissacrificefor al of mankind.

We have been defeated—God let
Satan test usto seeif wewould sin, and
welost. Weearned the pendlty of death.
When we redlized that, we truly saw
that we were conquered, but have we
truly and unconditionally surrendered
to God, Jesus Christ, God's govern-
ment, God's laws and God's way of
life?

Thisisaquestionwemust be asking
ourselves every day for aslong aswe
live

Our Surrender

What is the ultimate purpose and
result of our unconditional surrender?

God requires the unconditiona sur-
render of those He calls. Remember,
before our calling and repentance we
wereenemiesof God and God'sway of
life (Romans 5:6-10). Bear in mind as
well that our human nature is exactly
opposite and opposed to God and His
way (Romans 8:1-8). The Greek word
trandated “enmity” in verse 7 is
echthra, and meanshostility, opposition
and hatred.

After God the Fether calls a person
out of thisworld, each individua must
cometo apoint that heiswilling to do
anything and everything required by
God in order to obey Him. When God
the Father initialy called us out of this
world, we studied and prayed daily for
forgiveness and asked God to grant us
repentance and baptism. We counseled
with God's ministers. We began the
process of unconditional surrender to
God and God'sgovernment asoutlined
in HisWord—the Bible. We were then
baptized.

Wemust now continuetolivealifeof
unconditional surrender to Godwiththe
same zeal and commitment we had
when God first called us. And, as we
shall see, thereisavery great ressonand
purposethat Godisworking outineach
oneof us (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Also, God does not expect any more
of usthan He has expected from al of
those He has called out of thisworld
from the beginning.

Abraham Proves His
Surrender

Let'sfirst look at Abraham. When
God caled himout of hisnativelandto
movehisentireestatetotheforeignland
of Canaan, he smply obeyed with no
“yes, buts” “whys’ or “do | have tos”
Abrahamsmply obeyed (Genesis12:1-
9

Later, when God tested Abraham,
asking him to offer up his son Issac—
the one who had been miraculously
conceived with his beloved wife
Sarah—againAbraham obeyed (Gene-
§522:1-19). Abraham obeyed because
he was unconditionally surrendered to
God. Of course, God spared the life of
Isaac and provided aproper animal sac-
rifice for Abraham to offer. However,
before God told Abraham not to slay
Isaac, |saac wasasgood assacrificedin
Abraham’smind.

Abraham aso knew that God's
promises were to be fulfilled through
Isaac and his offspring, and that God
wouldbeabletoresurrect |saacinorder
to fulfill His promises. Abraham’'s
mind's eye was focused on the future,
theKingdom of God, wherethepromis-
es would ultimately be fulfilled
(Hebrews 11:17-19).

Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-Nego

Daniel’sfriends Shadrach, Meshach
and Abed-Nego areanother exampleof
individuals who were unconditionally
surrendered to God. When King Neb-
uchadnezzar had a 90-foot-tall golden

imageerected inthemiddle of Babylon
and required al to bow down and wor-
ship theimage whenever they heard dl
the instruments play, they absolutely
disobeyed. By rejecting theking'scom-
mand, they incurred the desth pendlty
inafiery furnace.

When the political yes-men brought
Daniel’s friends before the king and
accused themof not bowing downtothe
idol, the king was outraged. His veins
began enlargingaround hisneck and his
face began to turn red in anger. When
theking asked Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-Negoif theaccusationsweretrue,
they answered theking inthisway: “O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to
answer you in this matter. If that isthe
case, our Godwhomweserveisableto
deliver us from the burning fiery fur-
nace, and He will deliver us from your
hand, Oking. Butif not, letit beknown
toyou, Oking, that wedo not serveyour
gods, nor will we worship the gold
image which you have set up” (Danie
3:16-18).

At that, the king became outraged
beyond comprehension, his face now
turnedto ashadeof purpleandtheveins
on hisneck and forehead bulged out. He
commanded that the fiery furnace be
heated seven times hotter than normal.
The king then ordered some of his
mightiest men to throw Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-Nego into thefiery
furnace. The furnace now was so hot
that it killed these mighty men asthey
threw Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
Nego into the furnace.

However, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abed-Nego did not burnup at al. In
fact, whentheking wasabletolook into
thefurnace he saw four men, not three,
with thefourthlooking “likethe Son of
God" (Danidl 3:25).

The king then promoted Shadrach,
Meshach and Abed-Nego to high gov-
ernmenta positions in Babylon and
gavepraiseand honor, saying, “Blessed
bethe God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego, who sent HisAngel and
delivered His servants who trusted in
Him, andthey havefrustrated theking's
word, andyielded their bodies, that they
should not serve nor worship any god
except their own God!” (Daniel 3:28).

Beyond showing their faith, obedi-
ence and giving the king atremendous
witness of God's power, there was a
much greater purpose and goa for
Daniel’sthreefriends. Their heartswere
firmly fixed on the Kingdom of God
and their future positions as spirit
beings, servant leadersin the Kingdom
(Revelation 1:6).

The Ultimate Example

Finally, we have the example of our
Savior and soon-coming King, Jesus
Chrigt.

Just before His arrest, which led to
Hisultimatesacrificefor al of mankind,
Jesusand Hisdiscipleswent tothegar-
den to pray. And Jesus Christ went off
by Himsdlf and prayed for guidanceand
for the strength He would need to go
through the trial He would face during
the remainder of Hislifeon eathasa
human being.

On Sept. 2, 1945, on the deck of the USS Missouri before the
Supreme Allied Command, on behalf of Emperor Hirohito of the
Japanese Empire, Mamoru Shigemitsu attached his signature to

the instrument of unconditional surrender. Yoshijiro Umezu, chief
of the General Staff of the Imperial Japanese Army, subsequently
countersigned it.

Heasked Godthat if it werepossible,
if the Father were willing, that thetrid
Hefaced could be removed from Him.
He prayed so fervently to God the
Father that His sweat was as “great
dropsof blood” (Luke22:44).Yet Jesus
Christ prayed, “Not My will, but Yours,
bedone’ (Luke22:41-42).

JesusChrist wasunconditionaly sur-
rendered to God the Father and the
Father’swill. Jesus Christ was not only
surrendered, Hewastotally obedient to
GodtheFather: “ Though HewasaSon,
yet Helearned obedience by thethings
which He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).
Because of His commitment to being
unconditiondly surrenderedto God, He
hasbecomeour Savior, High Priest and
the soon-coming King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

“For we do not have a High Priest
who cannot sympathizewith our week-
nesses, but wasin al pointstempted as
we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews
4:15).

A Higher Purpose

What thenisthe purposefor your and
my unconditional surrender to God?Is
it just so wewill be good and obedient
children while we are here as human
beings?Or isour unconditional surren-
der for amuch higher purpose?

After Jesus Christ was baptized, and
following Hisbattlewith Satan thedev-
il, thefirst thing He did was preach the
good news of the Kingdom of God. He
camesaying, “ Thetimeisfulfilled, and
thekingdom of God isat hand. Repent,
and believeinthegospel” (Mark 1:15).

He explained to His disciples that
after His sacrifice and death He was
going to prepare aplace, offices of ser-
vant leadership, for thosewhowould be
called to follow Him and His way of

life.“Let not your heart betroubled; you
believe in God, believe dso in Me. In
My Father’ shouse are many mansions,
if it werenot so, | would havetold you.
| goto prepare aplacefor you. Andif |
go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and receive you to Mysdlf;
that wherel am, thereyou may bedso”
(John 14:1-3).

Certainly Jesus Christ, our Savior,
paid the penaty of death earned by
every member of the human race since
creation. And through this sacrifice,
those God the Father callsandwhothen
truly repent and are baptized are grant-
edthefreegift of unmerited pardonand
eternd life.

However, the ultimate purpose—the
end result of our unconditiona surren-
der—isto be of the greatest service to
God and humanity in the Kingdom of
God asmembersof thefamily of God.

The apostle Paul fought hard battles
daily, as we must, againgt the pulls of
human nature, the temptations in the
world and the darts of Satan the devil
(Philippians 3:8-15). Paul further tells
usto look to things on a much higher
plane than what we currently see on
earth. “If then you were raised with
Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Chrigt is, sitting at the
right hand of God. Set your mind on
thingsabove, not onthingsontheearth”
(Colossans3:1-2).

Let's continue to gtrive daily to
remain unconditionally surrendered to
God and His way of life so we will
receive the avesome potential God has
st aside and prepared for you and for
mein the Kingdom of God. un

This article previoudy appeared in
the April/May 2004 issue of Virtua
Christian Magazine (on the Web at
WWW.\VCmagazine.org).
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Pillars of Wisdom:
Skillful in Life

Everyone has heard stories about someone
finding ageniein abottlewho offerstofulfill the
finder's greatest wish. What would you do if
God actualy granted you your deepest desire?
Three thousand years ago Solomon was
crowned king over the kingdom of Israel. God
appeared to him in adream and declared, “Ask!
Wheat shall | giveto you?’

Solomon praised God for themercy shownto
both hisfather David and himself. Hewashum-
bled by the task of ruling Israel and prayed,
“...lamalittlechild; | do not know how to go
out or comein. And your servant isin the midst
of Your people whom You have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to be numbered or count-
ed. Therefore give to Your servant an under-
standing heart to judge Your people, that | may
discern between good and evil."” Solomon's
request pleased God and He gave Solomon spe-
cial wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-12).

The Hebrew word chokmah, translated “ wis-
dom” inthe English Old Testament, wasusedin
asecular sense to denote someone as a skillful
craftsman. It was used in areligious sense to
denote someonewho was skillful at using God's
Wordto liveapractical life of obedience.

Points to Build On

The practical art of living is built on three
foundational steps:

1. Gathering knowledge, whichisthelearning
of information.

2. Developing understanding, which is the
ability to discern what istrue and important.

3. Growing inwisdom, which isthe ahility to
practically apply knowledge and understanding.

A person can memorizeagreat deal of knowl-
edge and not understand how that knowledge
relatesto others or specific situations. A person

can have understanding, but not have the abili-
ty to practicaly apply what they understand.
Solomon, in the book of Proverbs, admon-
isheshissonto seek wisdom asif itisgreat trea-
sure. Wisdom isn't inherited through genetic
code. It is learned through biblical study, per-
sonal experience and the observation of others.
It is ultimately

from wandering this morning?

2. Have | this day kept my mind clean, my
thoughts and contemplations on “the things
above,” inacontinuous happy, positive, prayer-
ful attitude?

3. Have| partaken three timestoday of spiri-
tual food, by submissive Bible study and earnest

expressedinthedai- [~
ly choices we make ;
in our relationship
with  God and
neighbor.

Application
Since  wisdom 7
isn't an inborn trait,
but is developed
over time, a person
must bededicated to
becoming wise.
First, pray for
wisdom. IntheNew ¢

closer to God? Have | grown today in
grace and knowledge?

4. Have | walked by faith, asking God
(| for wisdom and guidance in al things,
~Z) committing every little problem to Him,

; trusting Him withit?

5. Have | exercised self-discipline,
denying impulse, doing what God's
Word shows | ought to doinstead of what
1 wanted to do?

i 6. Was my speech and conversation
1 today kind, cheerful, soft?

. 7.Havel exercised patiencetoday?
!\l Have | been charitable toward oth-
ers, showing tolerance and love, or

rayer alone with God? Have | grown
UER o g
Koz

Testament the apos-

tle James writes, “If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who givestoall liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him”
(James 1:5).

Secondly, seek wisdom through knowledge.
This includes daily Bible study, and alifelong
dedication to continued education in science,
history, creative activities and the arts.

Thirdly, observe and analyze both your life
and the lives of others to learn effective deci-

sion-making.
Gary Petty
Pastor of the Austin, San Antonio and Waco,
Texas, congregations

10 Daily Questions

“Hey, how are you doing?’

“Well, I'mdoing great! How about yourself?’

“Couldn’t be better!”

Funny—welivein asuperficial age; some of
the phrases we use are clichés. We say them to
be pleasant. But as Christians, we need to ask
ourselves: How am | really doing?

1. Did | awake spiritual, in ahappy prayerful
attitude, and was | watchful to keep my mind

Turning the Hearts

resentment, jealously, anger?

8. Have I, while putting spiritual
interests first, been diligent in per-
forming regular material duties today,
doing my very best?

9. Have | made the most of my time,
or have | been weakened by unwatch-
fulness?

10. What have | done for
God'swork and for others?
Have | spent anything today
to pleaseself that might have
been saved for God's cause?

These 10 daily questions were taken from an
old coworker bulletin of the Radio Church of
God (published by the late Herbert W. Arm-
strong), dated Feb. 14, 1941—over 64 years
ago! But the questions remain as practical and
astimelessasever.

Daniel Roy Macaraeg
Davao City, Philippines, congregation

Why?

This is one of several items received in the

days after the shooting at a Living Church of
God service March 12.

In thistime of sorrow and unexplained death
that took place in a suburban Milwaukee town,
many are asking God, “Why?’

Thisisone of the most puzzling occurrences
that has happened to agroup of believers, and it
has left so many traumatized. We do not have
the answers asto why aman attending achurch
for many years would gun down the very peo-
plewholoved and supported him. Wemust take
comfort inthe Scripture, knowing that Godisin
control.

| am reminded of Isaiah 55:9: “For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My
ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts
than your thoughts.”

God has not said we will be without pain or
discomfortinthislife. Thatiswhy Hesays. “Do
not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves
do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also”
(Matthew 6:19-21).

We may not have the immediate
answersto thisbrutal slaying, but we
canrestinthefact that God will see
us through. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to every person
touched by thisterrible tragedy.
Lori Bryant
Joplin, Missouri, congregation

Share Your Word
Treasures!

Do you have any short items of hiblical wis-
dom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share in this section? Or if you
have any suggestions, please contact United
News, PO. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027 or mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Didn’t Christ Make All Meats Clean?

Problem Solver or Mound Maker?

A major key to happinessin marriageistheability to dedl with difficultissues
that arisein afamily. Some react to adifficult issue by denying thereisaprob-
lem, while others “sweep it under the carpet” so they cannot see it. Whatever
method oneemploysto avoid theobvious, the problem doesn't normaly “just go
avay”

Theéffectiveway to handledifficulties or problemsisto face them and work
onthem. Thisiswhat the problem solver will doin arelationship.

A mound maker on the other hand may buy sometime by sweeping problems under the carpet, but
eventually therewill beamound of problemsthat will find their way through the carpet.

Theprinciplefor problem solving isfoundin theinstruction that Paul gaveto the Ephesiansregard-
ing thearmor of God. We aretold to stand, not run or hidein the face of difficulty. (One exceptionis
fornication, whichweareadvised toflee)) Wearetold towrestlewith difficultiesal so (Ephesians 6:12-
16).

Jesus Chrigt taught us to take action as soon as possible in the account in Matthew 18:15. We are
instructed to go to our brother if thereisadifficulty (sinagaingt us) so that we may resolve the metter.
Inaction does not solve the problem, but action does.

So, how may we be problem solversin our marriagesand families?

1. Make sureyou have thefacts concerning the problem (Proverbs 18:17).

2. Pray for wisdom and understanding of the problem (James 1.5).

3. Try to put yourself in the other person’s shoes (1 Corinthians 9:19-22).

4. Approach the situation with humility (Galatians 6:1).

5. Bewilling to seeany faullt of your own inthe matter and bewilling to change (Matthew 7:1-4).

6. Begraciousand receptive to the views and responses of the other side (Colossians 4:6).

7. Bebold enough to seek to resolve thematter inaway that isacoeptableand truthful (Acts15:13-19).

Remember, to maintain happy, successful relationships, marriages and families, we must become
problem solvers not mound makers.

Gary Antion

Anoften-misunderstood passageisMark 7:18-19. Here Jesussaid: “ Do you not perceivethat what-
ever entersaman from outside cannot defile him, because it does not enter hisheart but his ssomach,
and iseliminated, thus purifying al foods?’ The subject here—made obvious from verses 2-5—was
ceremonially unwashed hands, not which mests could be eaten. The purification of food referred to
theway the body’s digestive process eliminates minor impurities such as those that might be present
from eeting with unwashed hands.

The Pharisees, like Jesus and His disciples, ate only mesat the Scriptures specified as clean. They
objected, however, when Jesus and His disciplesdid not go through the Pharisees’ customary ritua of
meticuloudy washing their hands before egting.

Jesus, whosehandsweresufficiently clean for eating evenif not clean enoughto meet the Pharisees
humanly devised standards, explained that the human body was designed to handle any small parti-
clesof dust or dirt that might enter it dueto handling food with handsthat hadn't beenrritually washed.

Hefurther suggested that, if the Pharisees were serious about wanting to obey God, they needed to
revisether priorities. Cleansing one'sthoughts, He said, iseminently more spiritualy important than
washing one's hands (verses 20-23).

TheNew Internationd Version of the Biblerendersthelatter part of verse 19: “ (Insaying this, Jesus
declared dl foods‘ clean.’)” The New American Standard Bible smilarly offers: “(Thus He declared
al foods clean.)” These trandations stand in stark contrast to the King James and New King James
versions, which indicate that the bodily digestive process purifies food as opposed to Jesus making a
pronouncement reversing God's laws on which meatsto eet. The New King James Version saysthat
whatever comesintoaman’sbody from outside* doesnot enter hisheart, but hisstomach, andisdim-
inated, thus purifying al foods” (verse 19). Which interpretation is correct?

The King James and New King James renditions best fit the context, which concerns egting with
ceremonially unwashed hands rather than deciding which kind of flesh is suitable to be esten. They
aso best fit the New Testament culture wherein Jews and Christians ate only clean meats.

In the origina Greek the words “In saying this, Jesus declared” (NIV) and “ Thus He declared”
(NASB) arenot present; trand ators have added them to explain what they think Mark intended and as
aresult have placed their own preconceived and mistaken interpretations on Jesus words.

For More I nformation, see What Does the Bible Teach About Clean and Unclean Meats?
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Cambridge Honors
Its Seniors

On March 5, the Cambridge, Ohio,
congregation honored its senior mem-
bers with dinner, special music and
gamesthat everybody could participate
in. A widevariety of Italian-stylefood
was served for dinner, followed by an
ice cream sundae bar, cakes, cookies,
fresh fruit and brownies.

Pictures of the seniors when they

Knoxville, Tennessee, membersof the
Church of God-International and
United Church of God met together on
Feb. 12, 2005, in acombined Sabbath
service.

After obtaining permission from
church administrators, UCG pastor
David Dobsonworked with CGI pastor
Orville Bumgardner to plan the event.
Onthat day, each pastor gaveasplit ser-
mon.

Afterwards, al 50 attendeesenjoyed
apotluck meal and atalent show, fea-

Cambridge, Ohio, seniors from left: Leon Wilkey, Doreen Rinehart,
Leonard Rinehart, Larry Long, Litazelle Long, Molly Sexton, Lee
Christopher, Betty Rogers, Naomi Noss, Linda Montgomery, Isabelle
Dawson, Paul Coleman, Lynn Coleman, Bob Galreath and Bob Lee

wereyounger wereobtained and set on
atable for people to guess who was
who. Prizes were given to those who
guessed al of them correctly.

Lacy Feiock, one of theteensin the
Cambridge  congregation,  sang
“L.O.V.E—Love" asaspecid recog-
nition of the seniors. Afterward,
younger and older couples played the
“oldie wed" game (a version of the
Newly Wed game), which at timeswas
hilarious.

The master of ceremonies for the
game, RonKelley, aneder intheCam-
bridge congregation, asked the
youngest couple a question and while
he was waiting for their response, he
asked their 4-month-old baby daugh-
ter, Natalie, what she thought. Natalie
replied with a sneeze into the micro-
phone!

Itwasamemorableevening for all—
especialy our wonderful seniors!

JoeHorchak 1

CGl and UCG Meet
in Combined
Sabbath Service in
Knoxville

After having enjoyed fine fellow-
ship at combined summer church pic-
nics over the past few years, the

CGl and UCG congregations in
Knoxville have combined services;
inset, CGI pastor Orville Bumgardner
and UCG pastor Dave Dobson

turing entertainment from members of
both congregations.
John LaBissoniere

Dallas Hosts
Women’s
Enrichment Day

Withathemeof “TiesThat Bind,”
the Dallas, Texas, congregation
hosted a Women'’s Enrichment Day
on Sunday, Feb. 13, 2005. From
teensto every age group beyond, 95
ladies participated in the day’s
events. Hours of preparation showed
intheway the theme echoed through
table decorations, handouts and
speeches.

Doug Horchak, Dallas pastor,
brought the morning’s main message,
focusing on Titus 2:3-5. “Women need
other women to nurture and mentor
them,” Mr. Horchak exhorted.

Before and after lunch, five presen-
tersintroduced 40 ladieswho had start-
ed attending, moved or returned to the
UCG Dallas congregation in the past
two years. A dide show of photosand
brief introductionshel ped theaudience
get toknow alittlemoreabout the new-
comers.

The keynote message of the after-
noon encouraged attendees to tend the
“gardens of their minds.”
Along with a humorous
"= dide show, Tanya Horchak

§ explained that this requires
valuing people, keeping a
balanced perspective and
maintaining a sense of
humor.

Theday wrapped upwith
activities designed to help
participants get to know
each other better. Each table discussed
lively topics and presented their deci-
sionsto thewhole group.

Asafollow-uptotheday, attendees

Dora Jennings and Lisa Burkett,
members of the Dallas, Texas,
congregation helped with the
Women'’s Enrichment Day (photo by
Dara Vaughn)

will receive albumswith photos of all
participants.
Heather Wine

Women's Weekend
Held in Phoenix

On Feb. 26 in beautiful and sunny
Phoenix, Arizona, 140 enthusiastic
womenfromsix statescametogether for
our first United Women's Weekend.
“Bloom WhereYou Were Planted” was
thethemeof thisevent. Many expressed
that thiswas along-awaited event.

Sabbath services began the weekend
withsplit sermons. John Elliott spokeon
truefriendships, showing thecloserela-
tionship between Jesus and Mary. Ver-
non Hargrovefrom Hammond, Indiana,
gave a little insight on what he had
learned from his wife, Delee. Specid
music was sung by Jodi Cox, with a
lovely song titled “Artist of My Soul”

After servicesthe men left the ladies
to enjoy a sdlf-catered Italian med and
fellowship. The welcome address was
given by our hostess, MerrieElliott. She
encouraged al of the ladies to grow
closeintheir relationshipswitheach oth-
er and to become afamily. Delee Har-
grove, our keynote speaker, had previ-
oudy livedin Phoenix. She gavealittle
insight onwhat hashappenedtoher and
her family inthelast 30 years.

Thiswasfollowed by alively presen-
tation titled “ From the Inside Out” giv-
enby SylviaKennedy. Shetaught usall
how torecognizeour different persona-
ities. Inthis presentation sherelated our
persondlity toacolor. Weenjoyedlearn-
ing alittle more about ourselves aswell
asour friends. Conversations about this
would arisefor therest of the weekend.

The evening ended around 9 p.m.
with many going to the Dodson Ranch
Inn to share rooms, while the others
returned to their own homes.

On Sunday, after an opening prayer,
the Phoenix East Women's Ensemble
sang“Theré'saHero.”

Our keynote address was given by
Del eeHargrove. Her addresswastitled
“God Can't Direct Your Steps If You
Aren't Taking Any.” She spoke on the
need to thrive where you are planted in
life—even if you're planted in hard or
weedy s0il, make something of yourself.

RaeAnn Dowd then encouraged usto
take time for ourselves so that we are
abletoserveothers. Shespokeontaking

time to pray first thing in the morning
beforewe get caught up in our day. She
aso gave ustips on diet, exercise and
having ahobby. If we have abetter self-
image, we are better equipped to not
dwell onoursdveshut tothink of others.

Marian Burbeck took us from dis-
comfort, to comfort and thentojoy. She
shared with us the premature death of
her first husband at age 41. Shetold us
of her two helpersin life, comfort and
joy—the comfort that others bring and
thejoy that God brings.

Everyone was then treated to atasty
banquet lunch. Some were seated
indoors, while others sat under olive
trees on the outdoor petio. Therewasa
specid trest oneveryone'schair a lunch.
A gift bag had been prepared for dl.

The afternoon began with a very
appropriate vocd solo by Kelli Demers
called “ Seeds” That was followed by
Merrie Elliott who shared some of her
experiencesin East Africa. Shetook us
throughavisua and verbal presentation
of aday inthelife of aKikuyuwoman,
oneof the40tribesin Kenya

Bettie McCord shared some emo-
tiona and trying stories from her life.
Shespokeon*“Conquering That Which
Challenges Us”” She gave us persond
examplesof life'schallenges, from hav-

A J
Presenters at Phoenix Women'’s
Weekend: Bettie McCord, RaeAnn
Dowd, Nancy Capo, Marian Burbeck,
Sylvia Kennedy, (sitting) DeLee
Hargrove and Merrie Elliott (photo by
Lynne Columbia)

ing her homeburn down, to her husband
having Alzheimer's then passing away.
Shesad, “Theroad isrough, therideis
bumpy, but with the help of God and
each other we can makeit.”

“FearlessFemaes, DauntlessDames
and the Rest of US” was given by Nan-
¢y Capo, thefind spesker of theday. She
spoke of overcoming our deepest fears,
usingexamplesof ladiesintheBiblethat
we could relate to. She helped usto see
that in pushing beyond our comfort
zone, wecould overcomesomeof those
fears. We were then treated to a piano
solo of “Wind Beneath My Wings’
played by Marion Burbeck.

Merrie Elliott wrapped things up by
thanking everyonefor coming, thanking
the presenters for ajob well done and
givingaspecid thankstothecommittee
for dl their heartfelt work and serviceto
thewomen of God's Church. The after-
noonendedwithavery inspiring prayer.

The weekend provided a wonderful
opportunity to unite with like-minded
women, meet new friends, expand rela
tionships and sow the seeds of spiritual
and persond growth.

Sylvia Kennedy and Merrie Elliott

Member Receives
Excellence Award

Tim Franke of the Nashville, Ten-
nessee, congregation received the Chair-
man’'s Award for Excellence from his
employer, Juris, Incorporated.

Theawardwasgiven Jan. 14, 2005, a
acompany breskfast heldin Brentwood,
Tennessee. This award is bestowed on
the individual who demonstrates the

\
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Tim Franke

characterigtics of the company’s Model
of Excdllence, which statesthat “ excd -
lencemust beearned throughthedlient's
eyes” Theindividua must show inno-
vation, lead the company and bring
change, thus helping the company
achieveexcdllence. Therecipientischo-
sen by the chairman of the company.

Tim dso finished as afindist in the
Team Leadership Award, which signi-
fiestheindividua who exemplifiesqua-
ity leadership by example. Therecipient
issdlected by apeer vote.

Phoenix Keeps the
Dance Floor Full

The Phoenix East, Arizona, congre-
gation hosted afamily dinner and dance
for 135 areaatendeesafter Sabbath ser-
viceson March 26.

The night began at the Embassy
Suites ballroom with alovely chicken
dinner and sometimeto socidize. After
dinner everyone danced to a mix of
oldies, swing, country, disco and light
rock. There was music for every age
group and the dance floor stayed full.

The dance floor stayed full with
dancers like Jacqueline Querns and
Bill Lovett at the Phoenix East dance
(photo by Kathy Earls)

Therewasaspecia dancejust for the
children and their parents and many
enjoyed line dancing, while some of us
just attempted to follow aong. While



10

UnitedNews May 2005

United Church of God, an International Association

everyone was dressed semiformally,
some of the women had beautiful
sparkling dressesthat twinkled with the
changing lights. Joe Anderson’s disco
montage included sound-synchronized
color lights, abubblemachineandamir-
ror ball, al of which added totheatmos-
phere on the dance floor.

The evening ended about 10 p.m.
with the heartiest dancers till on the
dance floor wishing for more. A big
thank youto coordinator Terry Hoffman,
event manager RaeAnn Dowd, degjay
EdDowdandal who helpedthemmake
theevening suchasuccess. Somesadit
wasthe best church dance ever!

Lorelel Nettles

Mena, Arkansas,
Celebrates 25th
Anniversary

Inanoldlogbuilding heated by afire-
place, theMena, Arkansas, congregation
began 25 years ago, after Dr. Lynn Tor-
rancehad held Biblestudiesinthesame
building. On March 12, 2005, the
anniversary was celebrated with 28
attending, about half as many as had
been present at that first service. Menal's
first pastor, John Elliott, sent a taped
messageand an update on congregations
inEastAfrica

The celebration included recognition
of two who had listened to XELO and
XEG and requested baptism in the
1940s, Doice Hedge and Marie Wann,
mother of current pastor Roger West's
wife, Andrea. Old-timers Jack and
WilmaWilliams and Dorothy Putman
who have connections to the Church
since the early 1950s also were recog-
nized. Burk McNair sent greetings for
the occasion, ashe had baptized severd
inthisareaduring abaptizing tour with
Rod Meredithin 1952,

Reminiscences were given by Dale
Henry onthe 25 yearssincethe congre-
gation was established, and by Bob
Hedge on the 25 yearsbeforeit Sarted.
All enjoyed a potluck meal and an
anniversary cakemadeand decorated by
Rechelle (Henry) McGowan.

Bob Hedge

Member Turns 95

Feb. 14 was a day for flowers and
love, but not asthosearound uswerecd -
ebrating. It was aday to honor alovely
lady on her 95th birthday.

Louise Moore turns 95

Louise Moore was surprised and
delighted to discover agroup of family
and friends gathered at the assisted liv-
ing facility where she lives, to share
cake, fellowship and memories.

Louise, alongtime member of God's
Church residing in Vancouver, Wash-
ington, reminisced about her callingand
expressed her longing for the brethren
now that sheisno longer ableto attend
services. Sheisagracious lady in the
truest sense of the word and a shining
exampleof friendlinessand love.

Sharon Browning

Forty Couples
Participate in
Southern California
Marriage Workshop

Forty couplesin the Southern Cdli-
fornia region participated in the Mar-
riage Enrichment and Renewa Work-
shop Feb. 19 and 20 in Fullerton,
Cdifornia Theworkshop, sponsored by
the Bakersfield, Los Angeles, Garden
Grove and San Diego churches, was
facilitated by Frank and SonjaMcCradly,
who pastor in Dayton, Ohio.

The workshop was spread over two

Frank and Sonja McCrady, presenters
of the Marriage Enrichment and
Renewal Workshop (photo by Linda
Register)

days, including the Sabbath, and partic-
ipants were encouraged to stay
overnight at the hotel to provide both a
“getaway” experienceandtoalow cou-
ples to focus and complete the home-
work given onthefirst day.

Said one of the atendees, “My wife
and | found the marriage workshop
especidly helpful because after over 30
years of marriage, we found out that
there were aspects about each of our
wants and needs that we redlly didn’t
understand and now we can work on
achieving abetter relationship and mar-
riage. | especidly appreciated the
focused questionnaires and classinter-
actionbetween spouses. They wereeye-
opening.” . )

Based on the nationally recognized
Intimate Encountersprogram, thework-
shop emphasizes building intimacy in
marriage. The program has provided
scripturaly sound, ingghtful and effec-
tiveworkshopsin hundredsof churches
and communities across the United
States. The program and materidswere
developed through the collaboration of
multipleprofessond, licensed marriage
counselors with thousands of hours of
collective experience.

The workshop included tangible
waystogobeyondtheory, andwasorga
nized in thefollowing seven sections:

1. Marriage intimacy: How are we
doing?

2.What doweredlly need from each
other?

3.Whatisfillingyour emotiond cup?

4. Hedling emotiona hurts through
confession and forgiveness.

5. Blending four ingredientsfor mar- \

ita closeness.
6. Being freefor emotiond closeness.
7. Deadly habitsof relationships.

During the sessions, participants ¥

weregiven opportunitiesfor discusson
withthe presenters, aswell aswith each
participant's respective mate or
fiancé(e).

“The concepts presented at the mar-
riage seminar weekend are good
remindersof whereweneed to begrow-
ingindividualy andtogether inour mar-
riage,” said Debbie Scheid, who attend-
ed the weekend with her husband,
Michael. “We redlly appreciated the
McCradys sharing so many concrete
examplesandtoolsof how todothis It's
aworthwhileseminar regardlessof how
many yearsyou've been married.”

Over thepast twoyears theMcCradys
have conducted nine workshops for
United congregationsin Cdifornia, Ohio
and Texas. They will do two more this
year in SanAntonio and Phoenix.

“It was good to get away from the
everyday life and to redlly have the
opportunity to concentrate on the ways
we can keep our marriage the loving
relationship that God designed marriage
to be. It isadways good to be reminded
of how we can keep the spark in mar-
riage—by being avare of the needs of
each other and of doing it together, lov-
ingly—for at least another 30 years,”
commented Elaine Carlide.

Linda Register

Texas Regional
Young Adults
Weekend

From Feb. 18 to 20, 2005, the Hous-
ton church areahad thepleasure of host-
ing the annual Texas Regiona Pres

The Fort Myers,
Florida, congregation
(with a few missing);
inset, Judy and
Richard Rand (photos by Emerson
Kidder and Jim Robbins)

gation celebrated its 10th anniversary
withapotluck luncheon topped off with
adliceof the specia anniversary cake.
The actud start-up date was March
25, 1995, making Fort Myers the first
United Church of God congregationin
Florida Forty-threepeopleattended that
first service under the pastorship of Roy
Holladay.
JimRobbins

Houston Holds
Deacons/Elders
Appreciation
Service

On the Sabbath of March 12, 2005,
the Houston North/Huntsville congre-
gation had a service honoring deacons,
deaconesses, widowsof eldersand dea-
cons, eldersand aspecid recognitionfor
elders who have served over 40 years.
The service was followed by a specid
potluck coordinated by the Social Com-
mittee under thechairmanship of Kevin
and Jeanine Burt.

Pestor of the congregation Jm Franks
conducted an emotional presentation

dent's Day Weekend for young adults.

This year's event was held at the Del
Lago Conference Center and Resort on
Lake Conroe, afew miles outside of
Houston.

The event turned out to be another
wonderful opportunity for many young
adults from across the country, from
Arkansasto Wisconsin, to cometogeth-
er. Attendees|earned about thehistory of
theChurchandwhet our roleinthefuture
of the Church s, and how to preparefor
the responsibilities and challenges we
face. Theseingpirationd messageswere
delivered by Ken Giese, Aaron Dean,
JmFranksand Gary Petty.

In between the messages, everyone
had a chance to build new friendships
and reestablish old ones during the din-
ner/dance held on Saturday evening, as
well asat theday of funand gamesheld
a Main Event on Sunday afternoon.

LizRyan

Fort Myers
Celebrates 10th
Anniversary

After Sabbath serviceson March 19,
2005, the Fort Myers, Horida, congre-

Houston North honors deacons,
elders and their widows March 12

portion of the service, which was fol-
lowed by ashort video presentation fea
turing an assortment of old and recent
photosof thehonorees. During hiscom-
ments Mr. Franks mentioned, “It is
appropriate to give honor to those who
servethemembership . . " Hedsomen-
tioned that the first Houston congrega-
tion was founded in 1956, and that
Harold and Jeanette Treybig were
among the founding members. Mr.
Franksaso gavesomecurrent statistics:

¢ Houston Northiscurrently thesin-
gle largest congregation in United.
(Growth has been steady over the past
10years)

¢ Houston North has averaged
between 5 and 10 percent increase over
thelast two years.

Those in attendance were reminded
that “this al was amirecle of God and
thatitisGodthat gavetheincrease” Mr.
Franks then read 1 Timothy 3:13 and
5:3, 17 to set the tone for the presenta-
tion.

) The deacons and
¥y Wives honored were:
Mr. and Mrs. Delmar
Berger (ordained
2002), Mr. and Mrs.
Hugh Caudle (ordain-
ed1986), Mr.andMrs.
David DeHart (ordain-
ed 1990), Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Haughee (ordained 2002), Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Hudson (ordained 1973),
Mr. and Mrs. O.D. Jones (ordained
1990), Mr. and Mrs. John Perry
(ordained 1986), Mr. and Mrs. Mark
Sappington (ordained 2002).

The widows honored were: Patricia
Bell (Bob Bell, ordained 1974, died
1996), Shirley Henn (Earl Henn,
ordained 1966, died 1997), Lucy Laney
(Lin Laney, ordained 1965, died 1999).

The elders and wives honored were:
Mr. and Mrs. James “Bud” Beymer
(ordained 1969), Mr. and Mrs. Glen
Doig (ordained 1975), Mr. and Mrs.
Behrman Doucet (ordained 1974; wife,
Effie, 1968 as deaconess).

Thee dersand wivessarving 40-plus
years honored were: Mr. and Mrs.
Edwin Marrs (ordained 1963), Arthur
Roeder (ordained 1963; wife, Jacque,
died 2003), Mr. and Mrs. Harold Trey-
big (ordained 1964).

A card and plague were presented to
thosewith 40-plusyearsof service. The
plaqueread: “ Presented to[theelder and
wife by name] in Grateful Recognition
of over Forty Years of Service in the
Ministry of JesusChrigt, United Church
of God, Houston North Congregation,
March 12, 2005

After the presentation and video we
were blessed with specia music by the
Treybig family ensemble. The sermon
followed, with guest speaker David
Treybig (pastor of TampalSt. Petersburg,
Florida, congregations) dis-
cussing the sametheme of hon-
oring the elders of the Church.
.| Mr. Treyhig took the congregar

| tionthrough several passagesin
a3 the Bible, showing examples of
the honoring of elders, dea
cons/deaconessesand ol der per-
sonssarving inthe Church.
M Attheconclusionof services,
therewasthecutting of aspecid
cake provided for the honorees. Aswe
moved into the evening, many partici-
patedinacongregationa potluck dinner
to cap off awonderful Sabbath day!
Peter M. Gabriel

ABC and Cincinnati
Host Creation
Seminars

March 15 to 20, Arnold and Janie
Mendez, both longtime members of
God's Church from Corpus Christi,
Texas, visited Cincinnati, Ohio. Mr.
Mendez was invited to guest lecture at
Ambassador Bible Center and present
Bible study/seminars to the Cincinnati
Eest and North congregations.

For thelast 35 yearsMr. Mendez has
been studying the Genesisaccount of the
Noachian Flood and how the fossil
record of early man supportsthecregtion
account asoutlined in the Bible and not
evolution. Mr. Mendez holds master's
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and bachelor’s of science degrees in
biology (withaminor inchemistry). He
isthe general chemistry lab instructor
and coordinator at TexasA&M Univer-
sity in Corpus Chrigti.
Armnold and Janie Mendez
trested theABC classtoatra
ditional Mexicanluncheonon
Thursday afternoon. ’
On Thursday and Friday

Arnold Mendez presents lectures to
the Cincinnati congregations and
Ambassador Bible Center on early
man and on Noah's ark and the Flood

Mr. Mendez lectured totheABC classof
2005. He covered the subject of early
man and the Genesi's account. Biblical
subjects covered included the crania
evidence for biblica longevity, thefos-
sil evidence for thewickedness of early
man and how the buria practices of
many of the excavated fossIs dovetails
with the buria practices of the patri-
archs.

Headsointegrated other generd sub-
jects about how the fossil record has
been misinterpreted and the bias of evo-
lutionary science. Replicasof fossIsthat
had been misidentified and incorrectly
dated were examined.

“The seminar was very thought-pro-
voking, and we al appreciated Mr.
Mendez's hard work with the research
andtheingght that he gavewith thedif-
ferenttopics” sad CaebFroedge ABC
Student body president.

Another ABC student, Katrina
Beyer, said, “Evolutionists use a
very irrgtiona and biased
approach to disprovethe Bible. |
appreciate Mr. Mendez' sinsight

and logical explanation of the [

biblical events to correlate sci-
encewith thetruth”

Friday evening, March 18, Mr.
Mendez presented a Bible study to the
Cincinnati East congregation. Once
again the subject of early man wasdis-
cussed.

Some of the questions asked wereon
carbon dating, pre-Adamic man, who
were the giantsin Genesis 6, dinosaurs
and various other topics.

On the Sabbath of March 19, Mr.
Mendez presented a morning seminar
on the subject of Noah's ark and the
Genesis Flood to the Cincinnati East
congregation. On display were severad
modes of Noah's ark that he had con-
structed. These included a 1/75-scae
mode that wasamost 6 feet long. Oth-
er models included a 1/32-scae model
of across-section of the ark. Thismod-
 displayedthethreedecks, andaninte-
rior view of the caging sysemsand the
variousanimals.

Topicscoveredincluded thegeologic
evidence of the Flood, possible Flood
models and scenarios and how God
reveals Himself through His creation
(Romans 1:18-20).

Later that afternoon he traveled to
Cincinnati North to present the same
topic. The presentation to both church-
es was followed by a question-and-
answer session.

Before introducing Mr.
Mendez, Mathew Fenchel,
thepastor of theNorth con-
% gregation, introduced the
ABC choir for ther first
performance of the year,
directed by Ken Shoemak-
er. TheNorth congregation

=1 hadanoverflow attendance

of morethan 120 people. After Sabbath

services there was a covered-dish
socid.

On display during the various semi-
narswere eight large tablesfilled with
posters, models, fossils, sedimentary
rock specimens and cranid replicas of
Homo erectus, Neanderthal man and

other fossil men. Another table con-
tained articlesfrom Mr. Mendez' s\Web
Ste, www.amendez.com. Mr. Mendez
haspresented seminarsto morethan 85
UCG congregations in the United
States, Canadaand Mexico.
Clarissa de Camposand Arnold

M w .._

Jacksonville Has
International Night
and Talent Revue

Feb. 5, 2005, the Jacksonville, Flori-
da, congregation showcased theahilities
of many of its members during an
evening hilled as their Annual Talent
Revue.

Early that evening thethemeof inter-
national cuisine was displayed with
potluck foodsand decorativeflagsfrom
around the world. Everyone was
impressed with the
cregtive dishes the
brethren prepared.

Followingthemedl
the fun began. Sever-
a members proved

b M
Kay Krick, age 90, proves she can
still tickle the ivories during the
Jacksonville, Florida, talent show;
brethren enjoy a sampling of foods
from around the world before the
show (photos by Vicki Harr)

that our Heavenly Father had not short-
ed them when it came to the ablility to
entertain. The brethren and guests
enjoyed music and songs ranging from
jazz to pop to country. There were dso
two humorous skits and a performance
onthe history and science of flight.

All agreed that the evening was a
rousing success and expect this to
becomean annual event. Church activi-
tieslike these do agreat ded to build a
bond between the members, drawing
them even closer asaspiritual family.

Teddy H. Rudd

Columbus Has
Hawaiian Sabbath
and Party

The Columbus, Ohio, congregation
donned colorful Hawaiian clothing on
Feb. 12 for its Second Annual Hawai-
ian Sabbath to worship and fellowship
idand style. What better way to beat the
winter blahs!

Uponarrival at church, membersand
guests were greeted by children and
teens with aloha greetings, hugs and
bright-colored leis. The stage for ser-
viceswas set with beautiful Hawaiian-
theme decorations designed by Diana
Orlemann and Connie Seifert. Thedec-
orationsincluded abright idand back-

Hula lessons at the Columbus
Hawaiian Party

drop, apalmtreeand hibiscusflowers.

Following services, the members
and guests enjoyed a beauttiful Hawai-
ian potluck buffet with scrumptious
Hawalian dishesand dessertsinthefel -
lowship hall. A delicious volcano
punch with dry ice was served.

The fellowship hall was decorated
with bright metallic palm trees, fish,
birdsandflowers. Thetableswerecov-
ered with bright pink covers and cen-
terpiecesof volcanoesladenwith bright
flowers. Therewasaspecial children’'s
island with dozens of balloonsand all
kinds of toysand prizes.

At sunset, the games began! We had
musica chairs, limbo, acakewalk and
hula hoop contests. For most of the
games, the participants were put into
three groups: children 10 and under,
those11to 18 and thoseover 18. Prizes
were awarded for al games.

Jerry Shallenberger was the emcee
for musica chairs. immy Guy served
as emcee for the limbo contests. Joe
Mclntyre and Mark Galli hosted the
cakewalk and Scott Kelley was emcee
for the hulahoop contest.

Wea so had adancea theend of the
evening, featuring such old favoritesas
the Chicken Dance, the Electric Slide
and the Hokey Pokey. Those not wish-
ing todance participatedin“AlohaBin-
go" hosted by John Seifert.

Therewereprizesfor Best Hawaiian
Outfits, Best Cake, Best Hawaiian Dish
and Best Surfboards. (Thechildrenand
teens each decorated a poster board
surfboard and brought themto display.)

The highlight of the evening, how-
ever, wasthe hulalessons. Frank Dun-
kle and Trisha Dobbins hosted the
activity. The lovely hula instructors
were Sue Dunkle, Teri Haney, Jennifer
Heesch and Sarah Zevchak.

After many participants learned the
hula dance, the instructors sought out
some men to come up and perform.

AlanGunn, Larry Haney, Jm Hopkins,
RonHosier, RonKelley, Jerry Shallen-
berger and, of course, our pastor, Joe
Horchak, performed the hulaiin grass
skirtsto the sheer delight of everyone.
The Hawaiian Party was an evening
full of activities, fellowship, music, joy
and laughter. We look forward to next
year's Hawaiian Sabbath and Party,
when we will once again greet one

another with “Alohal”
Bev Galli

Ordinations
Highlight the Day:
Oakland and San
Jose Enjoy Dance
and Cake Auction

A specia combined Sabbath service

was held Feb. 12 in Oakland, Célifor-
nia. Altogether 171 brethren from

#% 8 Oakland and San Jose gethered togeth-
il er to witness the ordination of Fred

Crow and Tim Pebworth, who serve
the San Josecongregation. David Reg-
ister, Southwest regional pastor, and

| | Jm Tuck, pastor of the Oakland and

San Jose congregations, conducted the
ceremony. Mr. Register delivered the
main message of the day about the
importance of thedoctrineof laying on
of handsin relation to Church unity.

After services, the Mexican Fiesta
began, featuring asumptuous buffet of
many typesof Mexican food. Immedi-

Newly ordained: Tim and Maryse
Pebworth and Sue and Fred Crow
serve the San Jose, California,
congregation

ately following dinner, Mark Rorem,
Dan Taylor, Tim Pebworth and Fred
Crow joined together for aclassic ren-
dition of the humorous Monty Python
kit “The Four Yorkshire Men” com-
pletewith “ authentic” accents.

The emcee for the rest of the
evening, including the family dance,
was Brett Washington. He introduced
Fred Crow to begin the cake auction. It
wastruly an enjoyable event with cake
bids seemingly reaching a plateau in
the $30 to $40 range, but thiswas only
the beginning.

One three-layer German chocolate
cakebaked by Joan Tuck sold for $311.
Ned and Pam Pinzini bid against each
other over alarge, red stuffed animal.
When the bidding was finally over,
Pam Pinzini had made the highest bid
of the day, $325!

Over $1,800 was raised at the auc-
tion. All proceeds went toward the
Ghanasummer camp program.

Thefinal event of theday wasafam-
ily dance with lots of fun music for
young and old. Many commented how
much they enjoyed the experience of a
family atmosphere and unity.

Jim Paterson

Member Named
Employee of the
Year

Debbie Wils-
dorf, amember in
the Geneva, Ala-
bama, congrega-
tion, was named
2004 Employee
of theYear by Bay
Medical Center
where she works
as cardiovascular
and telemetry supervisor.

“Debbieisashining examplefor the
Cardiovascular Service line and Bay
Medical Center,” said Gaye Burnham,
R.N., manager of the Cardiovascular
Nursing Unit. “She is aways looking
out for the good of patient care and the
employees”

Debbie Wilsdorf

Columbia Teen
Earns Eagle Scout

TheBoy Scoutsof Americaawarded
Brett Digginstherank of Eagle Scout on
Feb. 21. Brett attends the Columbia,
Maryland, congregation with his par-
ents, Steven and Rhonda Diggins.

An Eagle Court of Honor ceremony
was held on April 3 by Boy Scout
Troop 433 to recognize Brett for his
accomplishment. Arnold Hampton,
pastor of the Columbia congregation,
opened the ceremony with prayer.

Brett worked hard for six years to
advance through the ranks to Eagle
Scout. Hehad todomuchof thework on
hisown becausehekept the Sabbath and
theother scoutscompleted many of their
merit badgerequirementson Saturdays.

Brett till attended most of thetroop's
weekend camping trips, but did not
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Brett Diggins achieves the rank of
Eagle Scout

arrive until the Sabbath ended. This
practice generated many questions, but
did not prevent Brett from achieving his
god and earning therespect of hisfellow
scouts.

Seven and Rhonda Diggins

Los Angeles Goes
Cycling in Solvang
About 150 LosAngeles, Cdifornia,

Church members and family partici-
pated in the Solvang bike trip and pic-
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niconApril 3.
Solvang, a
quaint town
| about45miles

Los Angeles cyclists take on 12-mile
ride near Solvang; inset, Katelyn
Roybal (photos by Jesse Api and
Francesca Nixon)

north of Santa Barbara, is a popular
Cdlifornia tourist destination that was
founded by Danish immigrants in
1911. The architecture, streets and
many features of thetown areall remi-
niscent of Denmark.

About 90 people, ranging in age
from 9 monthsto 65 yearsold, went on
the 12-mile bike ride that winds
through the beautiful green hills and
farmland surrounding the village.

Alongtheroute, theriderspassed by
the famous Old Mission Santa Inés,
farms raising Shetland ponies and a
picturesgue country school. The hills
and valleysmadefor somechallenging
pedaling dong the way, but the riders
were rewarded with spectacular views
of vineyards and farmland with cattle,
horses, bison and deer.

Aftertheride, thecyclists, dongwith
thosewho decided towalk and shopin
town rather than ride, met in Hans
Christian Andersen Park and shared
lunch and fellowship for therest of the
afternoon. Thewesther wasvery favor-
ablefor those who made the trip, part-
ly sunny and inthe low 70s.

A tradition since 1996, theevent has
become a favorite of the Los Angeles
brethren, and the turnout increases by
20 to 30 people each year. Young and

going,” said Katelyn Roybal, age 17.

“Solvang isoneof prettiest cities
in California, and seeing the
brethren in such a beautiful setting

makes for a great weekend.”
Francesca Nixon

Asheboro Holds
Pinewood Derby

On Jan. 2 the Asheboro, North Car-
olina, brethren hosted their annua
Pinewood Derby. More than 40
brethren cameto enjoy aday of funand
fellowship asthey raced their carsdown
a 50-foot track. Brethren had four
weeks to build a car from ablock of
wood.

The winners were Shirley Hester,
first place women and first place over-
al; Alfred Burns, first place men; Bran-
don Burrow, first place youth; Kaey
Rodriguez, best looking; and Amber

Newsome, most origindl.

Second and third placewinnerswere
Julie Burrow, second place women; Jay
Burns, second place men; Tyler Mabry,
second place youth; Stella Burns, third
place women; Tom Burrow, third place
men; and Cory Bortree, third place
youth.

After the first heat of races, the
brethren enjoyed a soup and sdad
lunch. Alfred Burns came all the way
from Georgiato enjoy therace.

Julie Burrow

Meadville SKi
Weekend Gets
Bigger and Bigger

TheMeadville, Pennsylvania, con-
gregation helditsannual ski weekend

P P

Meadville ski weekend participants

pose for the camera

Feb. 19, 2005. The day began with a

teen Bible study, followed by ser-

vicesand apizzadinner. Theevening
began with skiing, snow-

boarding and tubing at the
Mountainview Ski Resort in
Edinboro, Pennsylvania.
Each year this activity gets
bigger and bigger! Brethren
came from al over the region,
from Pennsylvania, Ohio, West
Virginia, Maryland, New York
and even one young woman
who recently moved to Pitts-
burghfromtheBahamad! It was

Asheboro Pinewood Derby winners: back her first timeto see snow!

row, Tyler Mabry, Julie Burrow, Shirley
Hester, Alfred Burns, Stella Burns, Tom

After the skiing, everyone went to
the Edinboro YMCA for a lock-in.

Costumes Adorn
Dayton Party

Following a potluck after services,
the evening of Feb. 5 saw the Dayton,

",'.
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Posing in costume: Kaitlyn Preston
and Elizabeth Joseph (back) and
Meaghann Joseph and Lillie Barker
(front) (photo by Carolyn Pacleb)

Ohio, church hall teemingwith pirates,
bees, jailbirds and assorted other char-
acters.

No, they weren’t part of a Disney
movie brought in for entertainment.
They were participants in the congre-
gation’s costume party.

Winners for best costume were
selected in four divisions: children,
teenagers, adults and families.

The evening was topped off with
table games, dancing andjust enjoying
the costumes.

NicolasNick

Collinsville Teen
Cleans Cemetery;
Attains Eagle Scout

Michael Barbeau was awarded the
rank of Eagle Scout Oct. 17, 2004.

Toachievethis Michad earned atotal
of 44 merit badgesover thecourseof his
scouting career. He also completed a
major project, organizing a group to
cdean49tombstonesintheveterans' sec-
tion of theWalnut Hill Cemetery.

Michael attendsthe Callinsville, 11li-
nois, congregation with his parentsand
hissigter, Angela Michael hasbeenvery

Michael Barbeau becomes an Eagle
Scout

activein the local youth programs, has
attended a United Youth Camp every
year andfed sthat the Church hashel ped
him serve more in his community.
Michael asked hispastor, Larry W. Grei-
der, who had received his Eagle Scout
award 40 yearsearlier, to give theinvo-
cation at his Court of Honor.

Larry W, Greider

Wheeling Plans Bluegrass Family Fun

Weekend for July 28-31

The Whedling, West Virginia, congregation invites members and familiesto a
BluegrassFamily FunWeekend July 28to 31 & Sdlly Buffalo Park near Cadiz, Ohio.

Jam sessions, parking lot pickin’ and entertainment programswill highlight
activitieson Thursday, Friday, Saturday night and Sunday. Sabbath activitieswill
include studiesfor adults, teensand children, aswell as Sabbath services.

Camping and nearby motels are available. Whether you're a musician and
want to bepart of the program or just want to tap your foot tothemusic, theorga-
nizerssay, “Y'al comefor aweekend of fun and fellowship.”

To facilitate planning, please register by contacting Bob Miller a (740) 968-

old, theparticipantslook forwardtothe  Burrow; front row, Cory Bortree, Brandon Teensthen stayed up al night playing | 3106 or Jesse Earlesat (276) 650-2224.
tripall year. Burrow, Kaley Rodriguez and Amber baskethall, card gamesand dodgeball. A regigtration form and additiond information are also available on the Internet
“1 have gone to Solvang for four  Newsom (not pictured, Jay Burns) (photo (Many adults stayed up al night too!) | a www.ucgnet.org/bluegrass.
years now, and | plan to continue by Sadie Parks) Mary Tobin Don Henson
“YET,” continued from page 2 Julie Zutz, ayoung adult atending in - ronment for leadership development.  tributeto thework of the Church. development. Thiswill bedoneby inte-
Chicago, Illinois. Shewasrecently giv- ~ Shewas granted her request andAlcoa We discussed the goal of the'Youth  grating youth education with activities
ing/camping program that encouraged  en an assignment by her employer,  paidfor her travel expenses. Education Team, whichistohelpyouth  that focus on strengthening families,

participantsto work asateam. Because
of Mr. Capo’s involvement with the
Challenger Il program, hewasinvitedto
themeetingsto share his observations.
Another guest a the meetings was

Alcoa, tohelp promoteleadershipdevel-
opment. MissZutz requested timefrom
her employer to assist the YET in pro-
viding evidence of how adventure/chal-
lenger programscan providearich envi-

Overdl, theteam noted that respons-
esto the educationa efforts for youth
have been very well received and that
young people within the Church seem
eager to embrace their calling and con-

becomepart of God'sfamily. Inorder to
accomplish thisgod, we proposed that
the Church carefully develop a core of
progressiveeducationa experiencesthat
meet the spiritual needs of our youth's

building relationships and connecting
them with thework of the Church.
Along with overseeing the programs
mentioned earlier, the YET plans to
progressonanannua basis. un

“Conferences,” continued from
page 1

1310 15. Paul Suckling followed with
a conference for the southern half of
the Northeast Region on March 20 to
22. Three regions held conferences
April 3to 5 (Dennis Luker—North-
west, Ken Giese—South Central and
Bruce Gore—Southeast). Richard

Pinelli and members of the Ministeri-
a Services Team send arepresentative
to each of the conferences.

Plans currently call for most of
these regional conferencesto be held
during the current fiscal year, withthe
balance scheduled for the next fiscal
year.
Although there will be a variety of
presenters at the various conferences,

the presentations will essentialy be
the same. Here is a sampling of the
topics to be covered: “Spiritua
Encouragement,” “Ephesians 4 and
Godly Leadership,” “ Developing Peo-
ple Skills” “Improving Speaking
Skills” “Women Mentoring Women,”
“Effecting Changein Peoples' Lives’
and “Lessons Learned in the Past Ten
Years”

Thetopicsare designed to encour-
age the ministry to encourage the
brethren as they work together to
develop spiritual maturity in them-
selves and in each congregation.

Since time for fellowship and a
chance to allow “iron to sharpen
iron” are aways in high demand at
these conferences, the schedule for
each conference allows for more

time than ever for those kinds of
activities.

The feedback on these confer-
encesto date has been very positive.
One elder summed it up this way:
“My wife and | wish to express our
deep appreciation for making it pos-
sible for us to attend what we feel
wasthe best conferencewe have ever
attended!” un
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Announcements

Births

Shawn and Sandie Marshall would
like to announce the birth of their sec-
ond child, Robert Stephen Marshall.
Robert was born Feb. 9, 2005, a 10:23
p.m. in Libera, Kansas. Rusty, 7, is

Robert Stephen Marshall

proud to be abig brother, and isagrest
helpwith Robert. Maternd grandparents
are Guy and Barbara Burke and mater-
nal great-grandfather isElmer Conley.

Georgeand RitaBurnetteof Spring-
field, Tennessee, are pleased to
announcethehirth of their great-grand-
son Kason Thomas Burnette. He was
born Jan. 27, 2005. He weighed 7
pounds 3 ounces. He was 2171 inches
long. Thisisthefifth generation sonto

Kason Thomas Burnette

be given the middle name “Thomas”
The beaming parents are Joshua and
Kaeigh Norrod Burnette, aso of
Springfield.

Filled with utmost joy and thanks-
giving, David and Stephanie (Randle)
Morker would like to announce the

Benjamin Earl Morker

birth of their perfect littlefirstborn son
Benjamin Earl Mdrker. Benjamin Earl
was born on Dec. 7, 2004, in Saint

Louis Park, Minnesota, weighing 7
pounds 10 ounces (3.454 kilograms)
and measuring 2072 inches (52 cen-
timeters). The proud grandparents are:
(the late) Jakob Morker and Rose-
Marie Lortscher-Morker of Seftigen
BE, Switzerland, and Earl and Betty
Randleof Eden Prairie, Minnesota. The
Mérkersresidein Plymouth, Minneso-
ta, and arepart of theMinneapoliscon-
gregation.

Bill and Jackie (Mullen) Kylewould
like to announce the birth of their sec-
ond daughter, Megan Michelle Kyle,
born on Feb. 16, 2005. She weighed 7
pounds 2 ounces and was 20 inches
long. Sister Elizabeth is very pleased
with the new addition to the family.

Megan Michelle Kyle

Grandparents are Bill and Patty Kyle
Sr. and Ronald and WilmaMullen.

| am my daddy’s joy, just like my
namemeans. | anAbigail LindaMor-

Abigail Linda Morgan

gan, and | cameinto thisworld on Jan.
28, 2005. | weighed in at 7 pounds
even and was 20 inches tall. My par-
ents are Brian and Suzanne (Bowen)
Morgan. My sister, Tahitha, just turned
11. I loveto hear her play the clarinet.
My brother, Jared, will be 5 soon and
helovesto singto meand hold meall
thetime.

Javier and Cheryl (Howell)
Riquelme of Dayton, Ohio, are
delighted to announcethebirth of their
second daughter, Jennifer Nicole. Jen-
nifer was born on Jan. 25, 2005. She
weighed 8 pounds 6 ounces and was
20incheslong. Big sister Kimberly is
excited, asaregrandparents Clydeand
DonnaHowell of West Milton, Ohio,

and Luisand Sonia Riquelme of San-
tiago, Chile.

Michael and Alexandra (Rhodes)
Kubik are pleased to announce the
arriva of their first child, AlyssaVicto-
ria Kubik. She was born March 28,
2005, weighed 7 pounds 9 ounces and

Alyssa Victoria Kubik

was 20 inches long. The proud grand-
parents are Victor and Beverly Kubik
of Indiangpolis, Indiana, and Melvin
and Diane Rhodes of East Lansing,
Michigan.

Lucusand Julie McDuffie are happy
to announcethebirth of their first child,
LucusMatthew McDuffie ., bornMay
22,2004. Heweighedin a 6 pounds 10
ounces and was 20 inches long. Dun-

Lucus Matthew McDuffie Jr.

woodieand Cheryl McDuffie, theproud
grandparents, are members of the New
Orleans, Louisana, congregation.

Nathan and Lori (Higgs) Schroeder
of Athens, Georgia, arevery pleased to
announce the birth of their first child,
Darren Albert Schroeder, born March
27, 2005. Darren weighed in at 7
pounds 13 ounces and was 21 inches

long. Very proud grandparentsare L ar-
ry and Virginia Higgs of Norwood,

_

Darren Albert Schroeder

Georgiaand John and Jan Schroeder of
Watford, England.

Weddings

Colleen Gray and Nolan Paul Richter
of the Johannesburg, South Africa, con-
gregation, were united in marriage in
East London, Eastern Cape Province,
SouthAfrica, onJan. 29, 2005, by Jorge

Nolan and Colleen Richter

de Campos, elder from Johannesburg.
Thecouplewill residein Johannesburg.

Mario and Caty Seigliearevery hap-
py toannouncethewedding of their old-
est daughter Natdia to Dr. Omar
Anguiano, on Feb. 6, 2005. The cere-
mony and reception took place aboard
the yatch Destiny in Newport Beach,
Cadlifornia. Bridesmaids were Debbie,
Beckieand Jeckie Seiglie. The ceremo-
ny was performed by the bride'sfather.

The groom is agraduate of the Uni-
versity of Kansasand Cleveland School
of Chiropractic. The bride will receive

Omar and Natalia Anguiano

her graduate degree from the same
school in August of this year. They
residein Poway, Cdlifornia, wherethey
currently havetheir clinic, and attendthe
San Diego congregation.

Connie (Avara) Turnblad and Mark
Vredland were united in marriage Jan.
15, 2005, in Rochester, Minnesota, by
Steve Myers. The groom'’s children,
Andy and Rachel, were best man and

Mark and Connie Vreeland

maid of honor. The Vreglands live in
Chelsea, Michigen, and attend theAnn
Arbor, Michigan, congregation.

KenandKathy Treybigarepleasedto
announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter, Kamie, to Jonathan Stoner, son of
Larry and Joyce Stoner.

Thebride' sattendantswerematron of
honor, Sharon Babcock; bridesmaids
Cindy Harper, Kelly Baudoin and Amy
Dutsch; and flower girl, Katie Stoner.
Best man, Ron Stoner; groomsmen Jm
Stoner, Tim Foster and David Treybig;
and ring bearer, Donnie Stoner, com-
pleted thewedding party.

Theceremony took placeonAug. 22,
2004, in Tyler, Texas, and was per-

Jonathan and Kamie Stoner

formed by the bride’ sfather. The happy
couplenow residesin Dayton, Ohio.

Toby and Jean Shipman and George
and Rhonda Allen are pleased to
announcethe marriageof their children
Andrea Shipman and GeorgeAllen 11
The couple was married on June 6,
2004, in Big Sandy, Texas. Theceremo-
ny was performed by Aaron Dean.

Brida attendants were: matron of
honor, Elissa Eaton; bridesmaids,
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Tribute: Mary
Katherine Whetson

Mary Katherine Whetson, beloved
wife and mother, died Oct. 12, 2004,
following alengthy illness. Mary was
amember of the Youngstown, Ohio,
congregation.

She is survived by her husband,
Charles, daughters, Sue (and her hus-
band, George) Henderson, Margon
Chabot, Gail (and her husband, Bob)
lacobucci; and daughter-in-law, Judith
Whetson. Alsosurvivingaresix grand-
children, two great-grandchildren,
three sisters and two brothers. Mary
was preceded in degth by ason, John;
son-in law, Leo Chabot; and three Ss-
tersand five brothers.

Charles and Mary began attending
theAkron, Ohio, congregationin 1960
and were baptized in 1961. The two of
them served the Youngstown congre-
gation for many yearsaslocad church
elder and deaconess. They were mar-
ried for 61 years, and their example of
unconditional commitment andloveto
each other was aninspiration.

Mary served asatremendous exam-
pleof hospitaity by opening her home
tomany fromall around theworld, giv-
ing them awarm and wel coming place
togoonthe Sabbath. Shewasashining
example of love and dedication to her
family. She enjoyed crocheting and
making giftsfor others. Her kitchenwas
awaysfilledwith pastriesready for thet
unexpected guest. She was known for

Mary Katherine Whetson

her warm smile, her unpredictable wit
and her fabulous cinnamonrolls.

Mary will be sadly missed by dl
thosewho havebeenblessedtobeapart
of her life. Welook forward to thefam-
ily reuniona Christ'sreturn. Herearea
few commentsfrom brethren:

“Mary waslovingand devotedto her
husband and family. Shewill dwaysbe
remembered for her ddiciousmealsso
their homewasawaysasocid placefor
the brethren and any brethren who
would be passing through Youngstown
on the Sabbath. Her love for God and
serving His peoplewas outstanding”

Jan Nodl

“Mary Whetson lived to serve oth-
ers. Her example as a servant to God
and God's Churchwasexemplary asa
member, a deaconess and wife of a

local church e der. Mary Whetsonlived
toserve. Shebaked piesand her cinna-
mon rolls were scrumptioudly deli-
cious. Her husband and children were
themgjor focal point of her life, topped
only by her grandchildren and then
came dl the rest of us in the
Youngstown church asavery closesec-
ond. She was Grandmaand babysitter
toour childrenand Momtodl therest
of us.

“Eventhough shewasbesicaly blind
for most of her adult life, she saw the
best in everyone she grew to know and
she extended her love to dll. We look
forward to seeing her again in God's
Kingdom in the neer future, and in the
meantimewewill missher lovingways
and gentlejoy sheexpressed toal who
had the privilegeto know her”

Jim, RoseAnn, Scott, Rebekah and
Elizabeth Cannon

“| got to know Mrs. Mary Whetson
as ayoung girl first coming into the
Church. You could say she was my
“Mom” in the Church. She aways
medeyou fed sowelcomeat her home.
After dinner we would dl sit around
and talk and laugh. Mrs. Whetson's
laughter was very infectiousaswell.

“What | remember Mrs. Whetson
for is the kindness she showed every-
one. Through her many hedlth trids,
sheawayshad asmileonher face. Her
encouragement was away's reassur-
ing. . . shejust seemedtoknow what to
say to make you fedl better.

Kathy de Campos

Rachel Summy, Sarah Hicks and
Crescinashipman; and flower girl, Han-
neh Shipman. Groom'sattendantswere:
best man, Loren Beam; groomsmen,

George and Andrea Allen

Chad Hawks, Benjamin Schantz and
JamesAllen.

The couple now resdes in
Springville, Alabama, and aremembers
of the Gadsden congregation.

Anniversaries

On Oct. 23, 2004, the Cincinnati,
Ohio, area churches honored Edward
andAngie Smithfor their 60th wedding
anniversary, which had taken place on
Oct. 8.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith grew up in
southern Oklahomaand met at school
while both were yet teenagers. They
discovered their lovefor each other in
their senior year and married shortly
after their graduation.

Not long after their wedding, Mr.
Smith was drafted into the army. Mrs.
Smith traveled with him from base to
base as she could, but the dreadful day
came when he was given his ordersto
go to Germany and she had to return
home to her family in Oklahoma. Mr.
Smith served asamilitary guard at the
Nuremberg trials and got a firsthand
account of history inthe making.

After 19 long months, he wasfinal-
ly abletoreturn hometotheloveof his
life. They made a promise to each oth-
er when hereturned that they would do
everything in their power to never be
apart. To this day, you rarely see one
without the other.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith became
acquainted with God'struth in the ear-
ly 1950s and attended the first spring

Angie and Edward Smith

Holy Day season when Mr. Armstrong
came Big Sandy, Texas. They were

baptized shortly thereafter and have
served God and His people faithfully
for many years.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith lived in Okla-
homawhereMr. Smithwasan employ-
ee of Haliburton until Mr. Smith was
hired to work for the Church fulltime.
He and Angie have served congrega
tions in Cdlifornia, Texas, Ohio and
Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Smith moved
back to Cincinnati in 1980 and have
madeit their home since then.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith havetwo daugh-
ters, Linda Smith and Debbie Kieviet;
one son-in-law, Bruce Kieviet; one
granddaughter, Angela Whitaker, and
her husband Robert; and thelight of all
their livesthese days, one great-grand-
daughter, Ragan Whitaker.

The oneword that sumsthe Smiths
livesislove—lovefor God, lovefor His
people, love for their family and, of
course, love for each other. They area
great exampletoall.

Lee and Peggy Stolley celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary Jan. 8,
2005. Their children surprised them
with a celebration weekend in Dal-
las/Fort Worth, Texas, on the actual
anniversary date!

On the Sabbath of Jan. 22 the East
Texas congregation honored the cou-
ple with a reception following Sab-
bath services. Lee and Peggy were
presented with two dozen yellow ros-
esand a beautiful individually creat-
ed card. An anniversary cake, punch
and snacks were served to those
attending.

Lee and Peggy have three children:
Steve and Terri Buchanan; Daniel and

Tribute: Sherry
Koon

Sherry Koon, the wife of elder
Steve Koon, mother of Jeremy and
Jim, sister of Steve Stout, a good
friend to al and my very best friend,
died suddenly on June 25, 2004, from
asevere brain hemorrhage.

Sherry wasborn onAug. 24, 1948,
in Onawa, lowa and grew up in the
Sesttle, Washington, area with her
parents, Lawrenceand Dorothy Stout,
and brother Steve.

Her mother was baptized into the
Churchin 1954. Sherry attended ser-
vices in the Seattle congregation
where shewas baptized in 1971. She
met Stevewho al so attended the Seat-
tle congregation and they were mar-
ried on Sept. 16, 1972. They recently
celebrated their 31st wedding with a
trip to Maui, Hawaii in February
2004.

Sherry was a devoted wife, mom
and friend to al. Her quiet servant
leadership was noticed by al who
knew her. She always had a smile, a
hug, acard or agift to give, whether it
would be for a happy occasion or a
sad occasion. Sherry dways had a
shoulder tolean on.

Sherry had areal gentleness about

Sherry Koon

her, and if you were one of the fortu-
nate ones to have met her, you were
truly blessed by it. She loved the
Churchand her many friends. Sheand
Steve loved to go on weekend get-
avayswith their friends and family.

Sherry loved her home and the
beautiful backyard that sheand Steve
worked so hard on to make into their
home for their family for over 22
years.

Sheis greatly missed, and we all
look forward to the great reunion
when Jesus Chrigt returns.

Hazel Larson

Rebekah Stolley; and Clint and Vicki
Ditto; and seven grandchildren: Steven,
James, Lindsey, Danielle, Victoria, Jax-
onand Preston.

Lee and Peggy Stolley

Leehasabackground of over 40years
inlaw enforcement, including 14 years
ashead of security a Ambassador Col-
lege Although heisofficialy retired, he
has a busy schedule volunteering ser-
vicesto the community.

Charles and Pollye Waggoner cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary

Charles and Pollye Waggoner

onFeb. 11, 2005. After Sshbath services
on Feb. 19 the Munster, Indiana, con-
gregation surprised them with a recep-
tion. A delicious almond-coated carrot
cake and various appetizers were
enjoyed by everyone.

Charles and Pollye were baptized in
1966. They have three children, one
grandchild and are enjoying retirement.

Obituaries

Howard D. Brennecke, 79, of
Millersville, Missouri, died peacefully
on March 14, 2005, at his home.
Howard was baptized July 24, 1963,

Howard D. Brennecke

aong with his wife Gerddine. He
attended the Cape Girardeau, Missouri,
congregation since its inception, Aug.
6, 1966.

By vocation Howard was a farmer,
raising hay, cattle and other livestock.
While he profited from farming, he
excelled at being a people person.
There doubtlesswas never aperson he
didn't try to like. Faithful and in good
spirits to the end, he will be remem-
bered for hisunfailing smile, thetwin-
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klein hiseye, his positive outlook and
hisvisitsto thesick.

He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Greta Gillam. Loving sur-
vivors include his wife of 57 years; a
son, Roger, and three daughters, Bren-
da Wilcox, Rhonda Hornbuckle and
AnitaVanover.

Thefuneral wasconducted onMarch
18 by David Johnson, pastor of the
Cape Girardeau and Poplar Bluff, Mis-
souri, and Paducah, Kentucky, congre-
gations.

Robert Alan Roller, son of Glen A.
Roller and Roberta J. Bowles Roller,
was born on May 23, 1961, in Olathe,
Kansas. He died March 31, 2005, at
Memoria Hospital, Lawrence, Kansss,
of apulmonary embolism.

Robert began attending Church of
God services when hewas 4 yearsold
with hisfamily.

He graduated from Lawrence High
School in 1979 and attended Kansas
University for two years studying engi-
neering. HeservedintheU.S. Air Force,
after which he returned to Lawrence.
Robert worked in the Lawrence areaas
agenera handyman, dishwasher, cook
and school busdriver.

Robert is survived by his mother,
Roberta Cord; brothers, Gregory and
John Roller; two sisters, Glena and
Ruth Roller; al of Lavrence. He was
preceded in death by his father, Glen
Roller, who died Jan. 8, 1984. Other
survivorsinclude his stepfather, Frank
Cord Sr.; astepbrother, Frank Cord Jr.;
and two stepsisters, Karen Grubb and
Elizabeth Coulter.

Graveside services were conducted
by Dwaine Hudson at Oak Hill Ceme-
tery, Lawrence, onApril 5, 2005

Tribute: Rosene
Hegna

Ethel Rosene Klepfer Hegna, age
61, was born on Sept. 30, 1943, in
Princeville, Illinois, to parents Walter
and Ethel Klepfer. She was the fifth
childin afamily of three brothersand
twossters. Her father wasafarmer and
her mother ahomemaker. In 1949, her
family moved to Texas, where her
father continuedtofarm. Rosenegrad-
uated from Pharr-San Juan-Alamo
High School in Pharr, Texas, in 1961.

Following graduation, she worked
briefly for Dick’sProduceinMcAllen,
Texas, before deciding to attend
Ambassador College in Big Sandy,
arriving on campusin thefall of 1964.
It was a Ambassador that she met her
future husband, Richard Hegna, who
attended Ambassador from 1966-
1969.

After her graduation in 1968, Dick
and Rosene were married that same
year, on July 21. Their daughter Karin
was born on Jan. 21, 1972. Dick was
ordained anelder inApril of 1981.

Over the years, both of them were
employed by Ambassador Collegein
severa capacities, and it quickly
became clear that Dick and Rosene
wereateam. They enthusiagticaly vol-
unteered their timeand energy inorga-
nizing youth activities, speech clubs,
church dancesand socids, youth sports
eventsandahost of other ectivitiesand
eventstoo numerousto mention.

They were truly tireless and dedi-
cated servants, displaying alevel of
hospitality and kindnessthat was con-
tagious. Saturday nightsat the Hegnas'
ofteninvolved potluck mealswithfam-

Rosene Hegna

ily and friends, dongwithtablegames
and fellowship.

Following the closure of Ambas-
sador, Rosene worked for several
employers, ending her working career
with the Redman Pipe and Supply
Company. Sheaso served assecretary
totheTyler Community Concert Asso-
ciation, testifying to her love of music.
She was a wonderful example of a
Chrigtian woman.

After bravely battling cancer for
more than seven months, Rosenedied
peacefully on Sunday, April 3, 2005,
a Home Place Hospice Carein Tyler,
surrounded by her family. She was
buried at Gladewater Memoria Park.

Roseneis survived by her husband
of 36 years Richard Hegna, of Glade-
water; one daughter and son-in-law,
Karin and Mike Danapas of Tyler;
threebrothers, Don K lepfer of Athens,
Deen Klepfer of Big Sandy and Tom
Klepfer of Wimberly; two sisters,
GladysTysddeof Bishy, Arizona, and
Mary Stephens of Rockport, Texas,
and many nieces and nephews.

Letters

Correction

| appreciatethemany good articlesin
United News—good job!

| agree with the article by Ken Gra-
ham on use of the sacred name (Febru-
ary, page 7). But the statement under
“Aramaic’ that says, “Inthelater books
of the Old Testament (like Ezra and
Nehemiah), wedo not find God referred
toby thename YHWH at dl. Wefind that
by thistimethelanguage of thelsraglite
peoples was Aramaic. And so the Ara
maic names Elah, Eloah or Elaw are
used and no longer Elohim or YHWH”
isnot correct. According to The Eng-
lishman's Hebrew Concordance of the
Old Testament, Elohimis used in Ezra
about 54 times and in Nehemiah about
68 times. And YHVH is used about 34
times in Ezra and about 15 times in
Nehemiah according to Zodhiates
CompleteWWord Sudy Old Testament.

Internet

Weregret theerror based onaninac-
curate source. The following replace-
ment paragraph is being added to the
reprint article on the subject:

“ Thereareportionsof the Old Testa-
ment where Aramaicistheoriginal lan-
guage rather than Hebrew (Daniel 2:4
through 7:28; Ezra 4:8 through 6:18;
and7:12-26.) Nowhereintheseportions
of Arameicdowefind theHebrewwords

for thedeity, butinstead wefind theAra-
maic formElah”

Sexual Addictions

| grew up and married in the Church.
Therecent articlein United News about
struggling with sex addiction (February,
page 9) redlly struck a chord with me
since it is something my husband has
been battling with. | have been through
acoupleof hardyearsasthe“victim” of
hisaddictionto Internet porn.

Awhileback | garted towritean arti-
cleabout my experienceinthehopesthat
young people (I guess mostly young
men) who are heading down that path
can see just how much damage it can
cause. For awhile | have been putting
off sending in the article, because it is
obvioudy very persond, but readingthe
articleinthe UN decided me—sohereit
is. | know it is not a topic most people
will want to read about. But | truly hope
that youwill giveit somethought inthe
hope that it might spare someone else
theagony | have beenthrough.

[Excerptsfrom “Nightmare']

Thisisredly hardfor metowrite, but
| hopewithall my heart that by spesking
out | can spare & least one person the
pain | have been suffering.

My nightmare started when my hus-
bandwasjust 12 yearsold. It tartedwith

what many people cal a“girli€’ maga-
zine—pornography . . .

Even though Andrew (obviously not
his real name) knew in his heart that
looking at porn was wrong, he didn’t
think it would hurt anyone. | wish that
someone could have told him then how
muchitwould hurt menow . . .

Words can’t begin to describe how
worthless this makes me feel. Even
though logic tells me that this is
Andrew’s problem and not mine, | fed
likel’mlessthan aprodtitute. . . Thisis
avery londy road for me. Andrew has
me here to help him fight this battle. |
havenoone(no humanbeing, thetis) . . .

Even the words “| love you™ are an
insult. My inner voice asks, “ Then how
canyou hurt me so much?’

Please, don't do this to your future
husband or wife. And don't tell yourself
you'renot hurting anyone.. . .

Several monthslater: Thegood news
isthat now Andrew is finally not just
regretting thehurt hehas caused, but has
repented and is taking redl steps every
day to overcome his addiction to porn.
Hehasreclaimed hismind . . . Thebat-
tleisfar from over, but seeing the mira-
clethat God's Spirit has worked in our
lives, | have absolute confidence that it
will bewonintime.

Internet
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Press Release
About Unleavened
Bread Sent Out

A press release was sent to 20 U.S.
newspapers about United's observance
of the Feast of Unleavened Bread—just
as Chrigt, the New Testament Church
and the apostles observed. Each rdlease
waspersondized withthee-mail address
and phone number of thelocal pastor.

Members Distribute
More GN Brochures

Media Center
Contractor Chosen

Progress is continuing toward con-
structionof the Church'snew mediacen-
ter a the home office. A contractor was
finalized for thework to enclosethe stu-
dio space the week of April 25. Three
bids were submitted, and the construc-
tion company of Kramer and Feldman
Incorporated (KFI) was chosen.

KFI will beresponsiblefor enclosing
the open space on the second floor
directly above the mailing center. This
will be the location of the new media
center. A video-recording studio, plus
three small offices for future genera
office needs and expansion, will be
enclosed in the 42-foot by 32-foot area

KFI will install walls containing
soundproofing materials, install doors
and frames, spray acougticinsulationon
the ceiling, paint as required and over-
seeingtdlation of eectrical wiring and
additiond transformersfor studio light-
ing needsand air condi-

Since four new Good tioning. Thethreeoffices
News “take-oneg” subscrip- will besimilarinappear-
tion brochures were made |} ancetoexistingroomsat
available for member distri- thehome office.
bution in December 2004, We anticipate con-
57,278 brochures and 1,079 == struction  beginning
displays have been ordered around thefirst week of

andarebeing placedingtores Média center blueprints

and other locationsby our brethren. Cur-
rently, 246 members, including 154 new

participants, areactivein thiseffort.
Brethren are welcome to order
brochures and displays by contacting
John LaBissoniere a 198 McDeerman
Road, Jackshoro, TN 37757 or by toll-
free telephone at (888) 369-9940 or e

mail a john_labissoniere@ucg.org.
John LaBissoniere

Viewing Literature
Online? Save Us
Some Paper

Some peopleareeager to read thelat-
est Good News, United News, World
Newsand Prophecy or \ertical Thought
issue. So, whenanew copy ispublished,
they gotooneof our Web stestoread the
latest issue before their printed copy
arivesinthemail. If youareoneof these
peopleandyou nolonger needtoreceive
your printed copy of oneor dl of these
publications, please let us know by e-
mail a info@ucg.org.

Readerswhowant to opt out of receiv-
ing hard-copy versonsof publicationsin
the mail can easily do so in the United
States and some other countries. Please
note: if readersopt out of receiving Unit-
ed Newsin the mail, they will aso not
receive the Festival Planning Brochure
or United Youth Camps Magazine.

You can read World News and
Prophecy online at www.ucg.org/wnp
and United News at www.ucg.org/un.
The Good News is available at
www.gnmagazine.org and \ertical
Thought at www.verticalthought.org.
Or simply sign up for United's regular
e-mail updates at www.ucg.org/con-
tact/updates.htm to receive an aert
when new materid isavailable online.

Mediaand CommunicationsServices

June after local permits
are secured. The construction project
will then take about eight weeks. After
that point, the procurement of the actu-
al studio equipment, lighting gear, cam-
eras, editing equipment and the on-
cameraset can begin in earnest.

Peter Eddington spent three days at
theNational Association of Broadcagters
(NAB) conventionandtradeshowinLas
Vegas, Nevada, April 19to 22 to evalu-
ate thelatest technology. It isencourag-
ingto seethecost of video productionto
beafraction of what it oncewas, andthe
planistooutfit the Church’sstudiowher-
ever possiblewithdigital equipment that
isupgradableto high-definition videoto
keep pace with theindustry.

The prayers and support of the
brethren have been very much gppreci-
ated asthemediacenter dream beginsto
become a redlity. This video-recording
areawill beinvauable to United. Plans
are underway to begin recording some-
timein September.

Peter Eddington

Ordinations
Announced

Blaney Sproul was ordained an elder
April 9. He and his wife, Linda Marie,
serve the Morgantown, West Virginia,
congregation.

Mike Bennett was ordained April 24.
Heand hiswife, Becky, servetheCincin-
nati Eagt, Ohio, congregation.

2006 Young Adults
Cruise Planned

Based on the overwhelming positive
feadback from everyone who attended

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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the2005YoungAdultsCruise, theUCG
Chicago Young Adults are planning
another four-day cruisefor 2006.

The cruise dates will be Thursday,
Jan. 26, 2006, through Monday, Jan. 30,
2006. The cruise will be leaving from
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, and will be on
the newly refurbished and upgraded
ship, Enchantment of the Seas. This
Royal Caribbean cruise ship has many
standard cruiseamenities, butin 2006 it
will have added 75 feet, which will
alow for bungee trampolines, added
pool and spaspace and new suspension
bridges and walkways.

Thecruisewill besimilar tothe2005
cruise, with specialy prepared biblical-
ly based seminars, Sabbath church ser-
vices on board the ship and opportuni-
ties to catch up with old friends and
meet many new friends.

The 2005 cruise had over 90 atend-
ing and in 2006 we expect more. To
reserve your space, a $25 refundable
deposit is required by June 1 and full
payment by theend of November 2005.

The $503 per person cruise price
includes room, all meals, most enter-
tainment and port and tax fees ($340
base price, $124 for port fees and taxes
and $39 for prepaid tips). To reserve
your space, contact Anneliese, our
cruise travel agent, by phone at (631)
427-0500 or by e-mail at aklthreehar-
bortravel @yahoo.com.

For more cruise information, e-mail
ucgcruise@hotmail.com.

Bill Bradford

Feast Updates

Several changes were made after the
March/April United Newswent to press.
See the Festival Planning Brochure,
mailedinmid-April, for details.

Jamaica: A Stewas added in Mon-
tego Bay.

Kenya: The site was changed to
Mosocho.

Bolivia: English trandlation of ser-
vices has been added.
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. What's New on the Wehbh?

On www.ucg.org
B Compass Check

See video of home office weekly meeting.
www.ucg.org/abouthomeoffice/compasscheck.htm

BUCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“Challenges Facing Pope Benedict XVI”

“U.S. Facing Identity Crisis”

“New Pope Faces a Changed World”
“From Iraq: Good News About Local

Government”
Www.ucg.org/commentary/

B Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by

subject categories!

vcmagazine.org

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

B E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

Www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

B The AprillMay VCM includes “Psalm 22—
An Awe-Inspiring Prophecy,” “Don't Miss the
Mark” and “Living Between the Lines.”

On verticalthought.org
W The April-June issue includes “The Power

of Habits,” “Do You Choose Happiness?”

“Eating Choices” and “How Do You Think?”
verticalthought.org

Featured Links of the Month

EWorld News and Prophecy Online with
blogs on the day’s news, podcasts and more.

www.wnponline.org

B UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.
Www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have questions, contact: webmaster@ucg.org

Good Works Fund-
Raiser: Recycling
Inkjet Cartridges

Here's an opportunity to raise some
fundsfor the Good Works Program.

EmptiesACash providesafund-raiser
that iseasy, effortlessand environmen-
tally beneficial. The program involves
recycling used inkjet cartridges. The
progran has been going in the
Ocala/Orlando/Jacksonville, Florida,
congregations for the last few months
and it'sbeen working out grezt.

Here's how the program works:
Most of ushaveinkjet printersat home
or work. The next time you have an
empty cartridge, don't throw it away!
Put the cartridge in aZiploc bag or the
origina cartridge box to be recycled
and bring it to Church. Please do not
put scotch tape over the print head!
Please givethe cartridgesto the person
who will be heading up the programin
your area. That personinturnwill send
the cartridges to EmptiesACash using
the postage-paid FedEx boxes that
EmptiesACash providesfor free. They
give up to $4 for each good cartridge
with aprint head.

For more details and information
on how to get the program started
in your area, contact Dave PerMar
at davepermar@yahoo.com. More

information can also be found at
www.emptiesdcash.com
Dave PerMar

Ellisin Kona at (808) 329-5409 or by
e-mail at konasherry@juno.com.
Brad and Sherry Ellis

Hawaii Plans
Pentecost
Fellowship Weekend

Alohal The Hawaiian brethren are
hosting a Pentecost Fellowship Week-
end in Kailua-Kona, on the Big Idand
of Hawaii, from June 10to 12.

Services on Sabbath, June 11, and
Pentecost, June 12, will be held at the
King KamehamehaBeach Hotel.

Roomratesare $99 per night. Reser-
vations can be make directly with the
hotel at (800) 367-6060. Be sure to
mention the United Church of God for
thesespecid rates. Reservationsshould
be made by May 10 for guaranteed
ratesand space.

Activitieswill kick off with abarbe-
cue and Bible study at Kahaluu State
Beach Park on Friday, June 10, from 5
to8p.m.

Between services on Pentecost, we
will enjoy the King Kamehameha's
award-winning Sunday brunch.

For additional information and to
confirm your attendance (we need a
head count), contact Brad or Sherry

Toronto Weekend:
“Taking Your
Calling Seriously”

Toronto, Ontario, isonce again host-
ing aweekend event July 2 and 3, 2005.
However, thisyear itisnot exclusively a
“singles’ event. Itisfor al adults, age20
and over.

Our theme is “Taking Your Calling
Seriousy—Being Ready to Lead in
God'sKingdom.” Theseminarsand se-
mons will be sure to motivate and stir
participants to action toward spiritual
growthand character building. Itwill be
a weekend of serious reflection that
forcesustotakeasober look at oursdves
andtheprofound responsibility wehave
asfirgtfruits. Tocomplement thespiritu-
a menu, there will be opportunities to
develop and strengthenfriendshipswith
like-minded people.

Deadline for registration is June 3.
The cost is $35 Canadian if you regis-
ter by May 20. After that, the cost
increases. The registration fee covers
al seminars, the welcome reception,
Sabbath lunch and potluck evening

mesl, Sunday lunch and administrative
costs. Optional activities are being
planned for Sunday afternoon and
evening.

A block of roomshave been set aside
at the Radisson Hotd for this weekend
event. To get the special low rate of $79
Canadian per room per night, you must
reserveyour room by June 1.

Information can be found at
www.ucg-toronto.org/Semi-
nars2005.asp.

DeniseMasse

Seattle Sponsors
Ladies’ Seminar

The Sesttle, Washington, congrega-
tion is ponsoring a Ladies Education
Seminar June24to0 26, 2005. Thetheme
of the weekend is“Joy and Gladness”
Bob Dick will be the guest speaker for
Sabbath services.

The seminar will be held in abeauti-
ful, wooded retreat about 30 minutes
from Sea-Tec Internationa Airport. The
presentations will explore how to grow
injoy and haveamerry heart.

For more information, write to Bev
Pronishan a bev@coaching-advan-
tage.com or check SedttlesWeb Ste at
wWww.ucg-seditle.org.

LeeAnn Luker

send aphotograph by June 13, 2005.
1. Graduate'sName
2. Parents’ Names
3. Congregation
4. High School Accomplishments

6. PlansAfter Graduation

Attention Graduating Seniors and Parents!

Congratulations! We would like to feature the 2005 high school graduates in a specia
section of the July United News. Please take a few minutes to answer these questions and

5. Church Activities’Hobbies/Interests (tell alittle bit about yourself)

7. Additional Comments (favorite quote, favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc. Please
identify which it is, so we don’t think your adviceisyour motto, etc.)

Phone number or e-mail addressto confirm spellings, etc. (W1 Not Be Printed)

Please send with arecent photo of the graduate by June 13.

By e-mail to: Mike Bennett@ucg.org

By mail to: United News, PO. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

We reserve theright to edit for clarity and length; 300-word maximum length. Thanks!
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