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Google and Yahoo Advertising Peak Around “Easter
At a G | ance m Keyword advertising in However, for the month of April, the [~ gramm== T CHEA IS 29 percent of the total number of Googl
April sets new records for keywords surrounding the world's East]  frem S15 85 and Yahoo impressions for all of oul
p ; er celebration were unusually high i , Eagtes many keywords, and 22 percent of oL
bringing Internet searchers response! Internet users found our a ... _ st Wralag | totalnew subscribers for the month fron

Ghana Youth Corps
Volunteers Selected

to the Church.

for the bookleHolidays or Holy Days:
Does It Matter Which Days We Keep

n'.:mw erjas and b lai
BiifiisE havss 10 do with Jedius

Three ABC students were selecteq
help with the UCG camp in Ghana

Smith and Francesca Nixon. They v
join three other young adults who we
selected by the Youth Education Te

ioffice in Cincinnati runs hundreds ofwell as in content match results poste
irkeywords in search and content adveralongside news reports and articles relg
August: Laura Beth Childers, Zachantising on the Web at both Google andkd to Easter.

il'Yahoo on a daily basis. Results bring in - During April, a total of 6.62 million
rthousands of nevood Newssub-
iscribers and booklet requests everwords were posted, resulting in 1,48..

The United Church of God homein keyword searches they initiated & s rasumecson?
Maws Resulls for easter
Easinrs Fap o Apal leers
March ratbc o HOILU ITE]
impressions of our Easter-related keyscreen shot of Yahoo “Easter” ad

these two companies.

We're praying that this material will
fall on fertile ground as readers receiv
their copy and begin to read and dige
the truth.

Over the years, the higher responst
have come from questions people hay
had about the world’s popular holiday
celebrations, followed closely by topics

to serve with the United Youth Corps|jirmonth at a very favorable cost penew subscribers tdhe Good News lets on the subject being mailed to then prophecy.

Ghana: Mark Mirigian of the Oaklang,response.

California, congregation; Kirste

Korthuis of the Seattle, Washington,
congregation; and Michal Lisa Capoof
the Tucson, Arizona, congregatian.
Melvin Rhodes and Doug Horchak will
accompany them to the Ghana camyp.
Dave Registe

Elders Ordained
and Credentialed

The Council of Elders approved the
credentialing of Morgen Kriedemann
their February meetings. He and
wife, Joleen, serve in the Johanneshi
South Africa, congregation.

On April 8, Bart Bornhorst wa
ordained. He and his wife, Joan, serve in
the Dayton, Ohio, congregation.

Russell Devilbiss was ordained April
13. He and his wife, Tammy, serve in the
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, congregation

Dennis Horlick was ordained Aprjl
19. He and his wife, Paula, are serving in
the Toronto, Ontario, congregation. He is
serving part-time as an assistant pastor.

New Pastor

magazine and the same number of bookaterested Internet users. This represents Peter Eddington
Houston Makes History for 50 Years Ministerial
Development
Program
Workshops Set

Ministers who've served in Houston over the years gather for 50th annlversary (photo by George Foshee)

by Sharon VanSchuyver

members of all ages were taken back to what might be coj
God's work through Houston, Texas, members and misidered a simpler time.
istry was commemorated March 10 and 11 with a 50thWe were also reminded that growing pains are a necg

anniversary celebration that warmed the lives and heastsy part of life, and despite the Church’s past difficulties,

of many. Houston's young, old and everyone in betweeve are still standing strong. Realizing the numbers of thos
were treated to an inspiring weekend that served as a ki#Hirmly committed to God's work was truly inspiring.
tory lesson for some, but also included sweet memories for

many others. See “Houston,” page 8

Assigned to
Milwaukee/Oshkosh

Good Works Program Helps Brethren in Malawi

by Bill Jahns

Dan and Roxanne Dowd will b

[]

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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Beyond Today
Web Site Visitors
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severe drought, which was especiallirkpatrick about helping our brethrerj
bad in the southern region in the Blansuffering from the drought. The Good
tyre area. In Africa, because of povertyWorks Program graciously donated
and lack of education, many peopleb1,100 to help the United Church o
barely have enough to eat during a noiGod brethren in that area. E.E. Salawi
mal year. Many plant small plots ofdistributed the funds in Blantyre ang
maize (corn) and this is the food sourc&ladstone Chonde distributed them i
they can afford. However, when aLilongwe.
drought occurs, starvation becomes a Because of the drought, the econon
very serious problem.

that some were eating mushrooms, rooiacome dramatically cut. Over 47
and anything they could find. In one casérethren in the congregations of Blan
this resulted in the death of a young bogyre and Lilongwe received assistanc
and a family becoming very seriouslyfrom the Good Works funds.

greater this year than in normal yearghankful for those who have donated andnd the maize crop is starting to get
Several international organizations triechelped them through this crisis. Thankthe market.un

drought- ravaged country.
Last year Malawi experienced avery Earlier this year | contacted Tor

of Malawi was depressed and even tho
The problem was so severe in Malawith businesses in the cities found the

Gladstone Chonde presents George
Chilopora with funds donated by the
Good Works Program for the Malawi
Family Relief Fund

The maize price in Malawiwas much  The brethren in Malawi are very fully, the rains have come again this ye

As previous Houston ministers reflected on the years,

As part of the new Ministerial Devel-
opment Program (managed by Richar
Pinelli) Ministerial Services will be
holding two-day regional conference:
for full-time U.S. ministers over the next
year. These meetings will be compose
of workshops to assist pastors in ident
fying potential candidates for the pas
toral ministry. The first four are:

April 26-27, Mountain Region.

May 16-17, South Central Region.

June 26-27, Southeast Region.

June 28-29, Northeast Region.

N In addition to the planned U.S. con
ferences, Mr. Pinelli will be conducting

<a similar program for Canada betwee
now and the end of the fiscal year (Jur

¢30). And in the next fiscal year, plans ar
for two such international meetings (ir
addition to the five remaining U.S.
regions). The two international areas wil
be the Philippines (July 2006) and Gre:
Britain (August 2006).

“Please pray for the success of thes
workshops,” said Jim Franks. “It is
important for our future that we have ¢
consistent process for developing cand
dates for the pastoral ministryn
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Continued from page 1

moving this summer from New En
land, where he has been pastoring

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, copwho has been a great asset to the Coumas on the Council, he “saw the numberadio program on CFQC Saskatoo

gregation, to the Milwaukee, Wiscol
sin, area. The Dowds will be replaci

for Milwaukee and Oshkosh.

The Haniskos are moving to Mi
neapolis, Minnesota, as replacement]
Jim and Judy Servidio, who transfern
to Houston, Texas. Mr. Hanisko has a
taken on the responsibility of region
pastor for the North Central Region.

This completes the latest round
ministerial transfers that began last f

Mike and Zelda Hanisko as the pasIor Some have asked Mr. Wasilkoff whyeach succeeding round of meetings hd966 to 1970.

New Pastor for
Upstate New York

Council Member Profile: Anthony Wasilkoff

Anthony (Tony) Wasilkoff has served Council to function optimally, he said, so hard to implement the policies anf
as an international member of the Courthere needs to be both continuity andirection established by the Council.”
cil of Elders since 2003. This year heturnover. Mr. Wasilkoff professes to fall
took his name off the ballot, so his terminto the latter category at this point. ~ Biography 'S
will end June 30. He said he will miss the camaraderie Tony Wasilkoff was born in a small

Fellow Council members havethat exists among the Council membergown in Saskatchewan, Canada, in 194
-described him as one of the most everide will miss serving on the variousHe came into contact with the Churcl

thempered and positive individuals—onecommittees. During the three years hby listening to theWorld Tomorrow

ncil. One said his approach is alwayspf marathon and executive sessionbeginningin 1962. He attended Ambad . .
ngWhat can | do for the Church?” gradually diminish to the point wheresador College, Pasadena campus, frcTony and Linda Wasilkoff
small congregation had already begu
he didn't let his name stand for anothebecome more serene, thus reflecting While at college, he met his wife-to- The Wasilkoffs now reside in Missis-
-possible term. He explained there werow the Church as a whole has becontge, Linda Eslinger, which led to their sauga, Ontario, where they serve in bo
fdwo reasons: practical and principle. Thenore settled and stable.” marriage in June 1971 in Monroethe Canadian office and in several pa
egractical has to do with time demands Mr. Wasilkoff related how United is Louisiana. The Wasilkoffs served in thetorates.
Jsdue to workload. He pastors several corvery blessed to have a viable workingdield ministry in Louisiana and Missis- ~ The Wasilkoffs’children, now grown,
abregations, works in the Canadian officdboard that serves on behalf of the GCEippi until their transfer to southernlive in the Cincinnati, Ohio, area. The
and serves on the Canadian Nationand the entire Church. Ontario in the summer of 1972. TheWasilkoffs’ special interest revolves
ofouncil. When he considered these He appreciates “all those who havéVasilkoffs have served in Canada in vararound their grandchildren, Logan an
Iduties, he felt a three-year term waserved on the Council and all those whéus pastorates in Ontario, Alberta andnthony, as all grandparents will under
doable. “Beyond that,” he said, “some-allow their names to stand for possibléritish Columbia ever since. stand. Although Tony and Linda enjoy
thing would have to suffer unduly.”  selection—along with each of the presi- Both Tony and Linda began attendinggoing for walks, gardening and working
The principle has to do with the make-dents and all of the operation managersith the United Church of God in thein the yard, their principal current avo:
up of the Council of Elders. For theand the entire home office staff who workfall of 1995 in Calgary, Alberta, where acation has become grandparenting.

Because of his increased workload in

the Philippines and Asia, Dave Ba erFOR WA RD!

will be replaced as the pastor of Buff:
Rochester and Elmira, New York,
Scott Lord, effective July 1.

0,

"Where Mission and Miracles Meet

Scott and Monica Lord have been
serving with Dave Baker in the role pf Ever been between a rock and a hard/hen we reach our Red Seas, He alsoer (see page 5). The enthusiasm ar€hina and Croatia, Nepal and Nigeri

associate pastor for the past year.

hidace? Israel was. Actually, they wereells us to “go forward”! zeal of the young people is infectiousshow how God can use this technolog

change will not result in anyone movindbetween rocks, a pursuing army and a The difficulties we face are daunting.and God can use them to not only helfo cross borders.

or relocating.

Dave and Dorrie Baker will continueGod’s solution was the one they leasthallenge facing the Church—one offorward!
to live in the New York area and serve iexpected:

the local congregations as time per

very deep, very wet place—the Red Se@®n page 10 Richard Pinelli writes of aus keep our heads above water, but to go Still, how are we to make and care fc
disciples in dangerous countries? Wh
manpower. As the ministry ages, where As you can see in the special sectioabout places where itis illegal to conve
its. “And the Lorp said to Moses, will we find even enough pastors toon pages 5 through 8, so many people ¢d Christianity? We pray earnestly the

This change in pastors will free Mr. Bak-Why do you cry to Me? Tell the chil- replace them? Mr. Pinelli explains whatll ages have worked mightily, con-God will reveal the answers and help t

er to focus on the growing work in t
Philippines, Southeast Asia, India aj
Sri Lanka.

Beyond Today Web
Site Visitors and
Program Response

aren of Israel tgo forward™ (Exodus mature members of the Church can do tiibuting tens of thousands of hours ofn completing the job He has given us
nd4:15). help encourage, train and mentorolunteer service. We applaud theiHe can open the doors and part the se
Recently at the Feast of Unleavenegiounger people—the future generatiorfforts and are inspired by their zeal. ~ There is much work still to do. We
Bread we recounted the miracles Godf Church servants and leaders. God has packed awesome challengégve our mission; we have accessto t
used to bring His people out of Egypt. Though their numbers are few, actuin that short Mission Statement printedniracles. We, too, must go forward!
Today He uses other miracles, invisiblally the prospects for the future of thebelow. “All the world” is a pretty big Mike Bennett, managing editor
but perhaps even more powerful, taChurch look good! For example, readplace, though the Internet is making it Note: We are beginning this columi
deliver us individually and collective- about the over 400 young people angossible to reach into corners of the plarbased on reader input. Contributors wil
ly from bondage to Satan. He's usingadults who will give of their time to serve et we never thought possible. The einclude the editors, operation manager
us to help rescue this world as wellthe teens and preteens at camp this sumails we receive from Iran and Irag,and the president.

The first five months of activity at t
Beyond TodayVeb site show a healthy wiay 2006
increase. We had 4,844 visitors to the i vol. 12, No. 4
in December of 2005, 13,115 in Jarjt
ary, 13,618 in February, 21,119 in Margt
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News From Around the World

Malawi Churches Continue to Progress

by Bill Jahns

which is over 100 miles from the neal
est congregation. He is only able t{

The two United Church of God con-attend church services occasional
gregations in Malawi are continuing tobecause of the distance and finances,|
have growth. Our newest member in We are still in the process of registe
Malawi is Gift Chikwela who was bap- ing the United Church of God in
tized in Lilongwe on
March 21. A new
attendance record wg
set in Blantyre on
March 25 with 71 in
attendance.

The brethren arqg
very thankful for the
Good Works Progran
donation to the faming
relief fund (see article

Malawi. Registration papers werg "
submitted using the name “Uniteq g
Church of God, Malawi.” However, |
we found that we had to get goverrj
ment permission to use that name.
have shortened the name to “Uniteg;
Church of God” and hope that we W'”donated by the Good Works Program
be registered officially in a few weeks, ' £ sajawila
One exciting development for the

Church in Malawi is the possibility of salary. Tents could be purchased and
having a Church building in the Blan-site would be an excellent Feast site

ill Jahns presents MP3 player

(ﬂa\\Oﬂa scribers. The letters that were sent
“\te those who did not renew tBéble Study
Courseafter Lesson 3 have resulted i

At a Glance about 100 people requesting the rema

ing lessons.

The subscriber development lette
that was mailed in February has resu
ed in over 300 responses—a 14.8 pt
cent response rate. About one third
those who responded have requested
Bible Study Course.

Edwin van Pelt

First GN Mailing
From Philippine
National Office

Children help with the literature

page 1). These fund
were distributed in
both the Lilongwe anc.

Gift Chikwela was
bapt|zed March 21

as normal this year and the maize crop iShurch to lease the property for 99 yeamsesses of members were seriol

starting to hit the market. has been submitted to the local authoraffected because of the shortages an
The Good Works Program also donatties. The cost of leasing the propertyextreme poverty in the country.

ed funds to help the brethren with MP3vould be around $100/year. The site is The members in Malawi are ve|

players. These players are very experapproximately 1 hectare (about 2.3hankful for the assistance from th

in South Africa and | brought them onbe used as a Feast site in the future. Thége a gentle and kind people. Ther
my latest trip. One of the members whavould be a great help to brethren thergood potential for future growth |
will receive a player lives in Mangochi, who only average about $20 a month italawi. un

UCG-British Isles National Council Meets

The National Council of the United sequences of the rapid growth in@¢  and reviewed strategies already in pl
Church of God-British Isles met in mailing list that was experienced in theand a number of other specific propog

Gloucester on Feb. 26. Council membesecond half of 2005, which was mostlyto maintain the Church’s positive casbuffered no damage to their homec,

David Payne and Secretary Brian Crookiue to UC@A's Internet advertising. flow and general financial health.
were unable to attend the meeting.  The circulation level is being set on a Child Protection: Barbara Fenne:
Circulation report: Jan Schroeder sustainable level by the ongoing renewreported that the yearly review of t|
reported that readers have been expresg-program. Church’s policies and procedures
ing a lot of interest in the Church. The Financial report: Barbara Fenney been successfully undertaken.
Council discussed various aspects of theeported on the Church's financial posi-
Church’s mailing list, including the con- tion as of Jan. 31. The Council discusseskee “British Isles,” page 15

Canadian National Conference and Council Meet

The annual meeting of the Nationahow to develop more unity, urgency and At the end of the meeting, memberg
Conference of UCG-Canada was heldommitment with the congregations.

tyre area. One of our members has Poverty and a poor economy contjr
experience as a surveyor and found ae to plague Malawi. Even member
piece of property owned by the localwho live in the cities were affectecSee article, page 4 of the
Blantyre congregations. The economygovernment that was not being usedecause of lack of maize to sell durin
of Malawi was severely affected by theThey did not know it even existed untilthe latest drought, which was especialChery! Lynn Macaraeg)
drought. Thankfully, the rains have comehe pointed it out. An application for theserious in the Blantyre area. The bysi-

jMembers Spared
yFrom Cyclone

ei i i
sive in Malawi, so we purchased thenacres) and has trees on it. It could alsbrethren around the world. Malawianst‘ ary in Australia
e iS

n Two UCG members were affecteq

a@30 kilometers an hour).

display table for Good News
lectures in Davao City, Philippines.

The Philippine National Office staff
and volunteers mailed the March/Apr
Good Newso 8,013 subscribers acros
the Philippines in March. The mailing
was completed just before the 10t
anniversary of the founding of UCG ir
the Philippines (March 27).

March/April United News. (photo by

sly

March 20 when Cyclone (hurricane|
Larry went over their town in North
Queensland. Because they were abq
50 miles inland, the force of the cyclon
had diminished from a category 5 to
category 4 (winds about 140 miles

qunteer staff help in stuffing Good

als Neither of them were hurt, and they“€S Magazines into plasic
-wrappers in the Philippines

though most trees of any size were blown With only four extra volunteers
down around them. Both had small genfMeryl Macaraeg, Cheryl Macaraeg

herators to keep refrigerators, freezers arigarmoon Dulay and Krisitian Antiojo),

asall appliances running as needed untie staff was able to process an avere
power was restored. of 2,000 magazines a day and finish t!
Along the coast is where the worsfprocessing in four days.
damage occurred. The Australian prime Daniel Roy Macaraeg
minister, after viewing the damage said,

“Itis amazing that no one was killed. We
need tothanktheAImightyforthat" British Leadersh|p
Some of our Church members h avw
family members living in the worst hit OrkShOD Planned
areas, but none of them had any damage
daither. This could have been so much The Ministerial Services team at th

the conference were given the chancewmrse than it was. We do need to thankome office has offered to provide

in Toronto, Ontario, on March 5. In his treasurer’s report, Edwin vanask questions and make comments.| the Almighty. Leadership Workshop in the British Isle

Various reports were given. The firstPelt read a letter that accompanied the Bill Bradford  from Aug. 24 to 28. A number of mem
address was from the director of operaaudit report. Canadian National Council bers, deacons and deaconesses and r
tions, Anthony Wasilkoff. He made ref-  The last address was by the chairman, The Canadian Council met by tele- isters and wives will be participating

erence to several scriptures thaRainer Salomaa. He pointed out that weonference March 5. The first item
described the work of the original aposall find it easier to remember the namethe agenda was to fill an upcomi
tles as fishermen who became “fishersf those who have impacted our livesracancy on the Amendment Committ

nCanada Sees

Thirty rooms have been provisionall
booked. Richard Pinelli and Lyle Welty
will coordinate the weekend.

Growth

of men.” We continue this work today. and care about us. He then expressddichael Erickson of Prince George,

David Palmer gave a report on behalthanks to his fellow laborers in the work British Columbia, was reappointed.

of the Media Team. He began with some The resullts of the ballots were read. The Council has appreciated tha milestone. From Jan. 1 to March 23, German Goo
statistics on recent growth. Then, withThe Strategic Plan, Operation Plan andfforts of Glen White who finished hjstotal of 1,534 Internet and e-mail sub-

assistance from Dennis Horlick, he relatBudget for 2006-2007 were all second term on March 31.

March 23 the Canadian office reached

gle Ads

scription and literature requests were By March 10, after four months of

ed the ongoing negotiations to place thepproved. The proposed amendment for Anthony Wasilkoff was appointed toreceived. That number surpasses the tomtlvertising using Google “Adwords,”

Beyond Todagrogram on the Christian restrictions for Canadian Council mem+he Strategic/Finance Committee.
Channel television station.

number received in all of 2003. 500 new subscribers had been addec

bers was not ratified. The conference The next face-to-face Council megt- The recent Canadian subscriber devethe Germaiood Newsnailing list at a

Robert Berendt was introduced for a&chose Robert Berendt, David Palmeing will take place in Calgary, Alberta,opment efforts are continuing to bearost of 1.70 euros per response. Duril

presentation on behalf of the Ministeri-and Anthony Wasilkoff to serve three-from June 13 to 15. Clyde Kilough, théruit. We have added almost 4G®od

this time, impressions (ads) f@ute

al Services Team. He said that the tearyear terms on the Council. The nexpresident of UC@\, and his wife, Dee} Newssubscribers from the letters we senachrichtenwere shown 1,321,998

is committed to working toward devel- National Conference meeting will be inplan on attending.
oping new ministers. They are askingroronto on March 4, 2007.

to those who have received literature itimes, bringing 21,686 extra visitors t

Linda Wasilkoffi the past but who were not listed as sultheGute NachrichteliVeb site.
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At a Glance

Continued from page 2

Death?"—has generated over 2,0
views.
In addition, Apple’s iTunes browse

Ministers Visit Members in Zambia and Zimbabwe

From March 12 to 26 André vanthe airport and was able to facilitate pashia for some of the brethren who wel
Belkum, chairman of UCG in Southernsage through customs. Also there texperiencing food shortages in Zimbal]
Africa, traveled to Zambia and Zimbab-meet him was the minister in the regionwe. That evening they had a meal, al
we to visit members and attend Sabbatiambani Banda, and his family. get-together with a number of membe
services in various locations. On Friday, March 17, they departediving in Kariba.

00 He carried three MP3 CD players and.usaka and traveled by car to visit the From Kariba they journeyed ta
electrical converters purchased by theongregations in the Mumbwa provinceHarare where they met with a membe
1Good Works Program for use by theThe distance is about 80 miles, and thelarris Hlazo, and two young men eage

Il.f .
Baptized in Bulawayo: Brenda

offersBeyond Todaip its music store agcongregations in the Mumbwa region ofoads are generally in poor conditionto be baptized. From Harare they tra\'shabalala, Johanna Ndlovu and

a free program download. We ha)
begun receiving reviews from listene|
who have rated the program very high
Simply launch your iTunes program, g
to the music store, click on “podcast
and browse foBeyond Todayn the
search window.

Peter Eddington

GN Ads to Reach 5.2
Million Households

Over 5.2 million U.S. households wi
be reached this fiscal year throu@bod

Bambia. He was concerned about payAlong the way they had a punctured tiregled to Bulawayo, visiting membereDennis Dube
g for excess weight, as his baghen got stuck in thick mud. After manyalong the way. Firstwas Mrs. Chichaya, Their last stop was in Bulawayo
Ilyweighed more than 70 pounds, largelattempts to extricate the vehicle, theya widow, who lives on a small plot nearwhere they observed the Sabba
due to the equipment. However, wherfinally had to be pulled out by four oxen.Kadoma. She does exceptionally wellagMarch 25) with the largest group ir
sHe arrived at the check-in counter, the Sabbath morning they met with 62a farmer, producing plenty of maize aZimbabwe (22 attended). Stephen ar
scales were not functioning. As a resulthrethren in Kasumpa, and in the afterwell as vegetables and fruit. Vetina Tshabalala hosted the study i
there was no charge for exceeding throon they met with the combined Next they visited Elsie Nel and hertheir home. In the afternoon of the Sat
baggage weight allowance. churches (north and south) in theamily who have a dairy farm near Kwe-bath they baptized three people Mr. ve
There was another blessing on hifalubanda area, with 65 in attendancekwe. So far they have not been forcedelkum had counseled previously. The
arrival at the Lusaka, Zambia, airport. From Nalubanda they traveled tooff their farm, and have been shown a lotvere: Johanna Ndlovu, wife of membe
His bag had been left behind in Joharkusaka, then to the border with Zim-of favor by the local government lead-Joseph; Brenda Tshabalala, daughter
nesburg, and arrived on another flighbabwe at Kariba. All went well, excepters. They need prayers for their safettephen and Vetina; and Dennis Dube
about two hours later. A member, whdor an official at the Zimbabwe borderand, in particular, that they can remairteacher in the Nyayi region.
has a senior position in the Zambiarpost who confiscated a bag of maize andn their farm. If forced off the farm, they  On Sunday, March 26, Mr. van
[Home Affairs Department, met him ata bag of rice they had purchased in Zanwiill be in an extremely difficult position. Belkum returned to Durbamun

Newsprint advertising. Demographi
statistics confirm that through focusi
use of card packs, co-op mailers and
scription brochures, we are vigorou

y
targeting a “young family” audience i

the 25 to 42 age range.

As part of this intensive effort, distri
ution of 500,000 copies of five new bifol
brochures on “Good Neighbor” displal
is nearly complete. The brochure titl
included: “You Can Understand Bibl
Prophecy,” “Is There Really a Devil*
“Creation or Evolution?” “What Hap
pens After Death?” and “Does G
Exist?” These eye-catching brochuri
which offer a booklet and@ood News|
subscription, were positioned on lar
attractive “take one” displays in 4,3l
leading supermarkets and discol
stores.

WNP Seminars Serve Members, Attract Visitors in Akron & Pittsburgh

On the Sabbath on March 18, 200
World News and Propheeyriters and
-editors came to Akron, Ohio, for a
orld News and Propheabbath.
Fhe day began with a combined Salf*
bath service with the Akron, Canton||
leveland and Youngstown, Ohio, con
"gregations meeting together. Thre|
hundred and ninety attended the Sa|
cath service where we benefited fro
$wo split sermons.
The first sermon, “Will Her Place Be

a

the content of the presentations.

Pastor Don Henson said, “I appreci
ated the balance of the presentations
terms of the content and the presente
themselves. Having three presenters w
very effective, and added to the variet
and interest.

“| felt it was effective that all the pre-
senters wer8VNPstaff. Readers and
members vieWVNPas a reliable source
of information—this was supplementa
material provided by men they alread'
eyour Place?” was presented by Robil know through the publications. Severe
0Mebber, who pastors two of our south members commented that they wer
rern California congregations and write3vicNeely covering “The Roots of burgh, Pennsylvania, on Sunday, Marclvery pleased to meet the ‘faces’ behin
the “This Is the Way" feature in eachEurope’s Future” from the perspectivel9. Total attendance was 82, of whonthe publication.

T
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kron WNP Seminars: Dave Register, Melvin Rhodes, Darris McNeely,
Robin Webber and pastor Dave Myers (photo by Erik Jones)

Response to this year's “Good Neighworld News and Prophechhe second of Bible prophecy.

16 were visitors. Of the 16 visitors, four  “We were very pleased with the day

bor” campaign has been outstanding.|S@rmon, “The Revival of the Holy Duringthe entire day there was a buzavere spouses or relatives of memberd\e'll see what kind of fruit it bears in

far, 11,293 new responses have beentdeman Empire,” was presented byof excitement as members enjoyed felone was an ex-UCG member and onthe future.”

ulated, providing an excellent 2.3 percenilelvin Rhodes, pastor of the LansingJowship discussing prophetic topics. Awas a current WCG member. Ten were

response and a cost per response of pMychigan, congregation and seniormember wrote, “This was a wonderful-brand new to UCG. Fourteen of the 16-uture Plans

$3.70. writer for theGood Newsnagazine and ly presented event. It was balancedstayed for all four presentations.  TheseWorld News and Prophecy
Please continue praying for God'®\orld News and Prophecy uplifting and informative.” A prospec-  Ten copies each of 10 booklets wer&eminars continue to be an effectiv

blessings on the Church’s advertising After a luncheon sponsored by thdive member who began attending serisplayed, with a total of 83 bookletsway to communicate prophetic subject

efforts around the globe. Akron congregation, 377 people,vices about four months ago wrotepeing taken. The number in parenthesesith the readership. Bible prophecy is

John LaBissoniere including 12 new people, enjoyed theé'This has been a great event! Let's dindicates how many of each were takepowerful means to stir listeners to ¢

first of four World News and Prophecy this more often. This really motivates meby our guests: sense of urgency for the times and t

seminars. Each session was 50 minutés study and learn as much as | can.”  « United States and Britain in Bible commit their lives to the message of th

inlength followed by a 10-minute break. An 18-year-old wrote, “Very intrigu- Prophecy(10). gospel. More seminars are planned ov
The first presentation, “Standing foring and eye-opening,”and a 14-year-old ¢ Are We Living in the Time of thethe next 12 months (see box below). Iti

God in Today’s Babylon” by Darris said, “It was the best seminar | have eveEnd?(10). hoped a wider audience will be reache

McNeely, managing editor dNorld heard. I loved it! Let's have another.” A« You Can Understand Bible Prophe-with a message of understanding, wan

dNews and Prophe@nd pastor of two prospective member wrote: “Need tocy (9). ing and hope.

of our Indiana congregations, traced théalk about baptism now—it's time.” » Fundamental Beliefs of UG&(9). Dave Myers and Don Hensor

history of the Babylonian system that A good deal of Church literature « What Is Your Destiny(®).

sbpposes God's way of life. Mr. was on display and taken by mem- ¢ The Road to Eternal Lif8).

2007 Feast to Be
Held in Alaska

As previously announced, Anchorag
Alaska, will be a “specialty site” fo
2007. (A “specialty site,” like the Bibli{
cal Tour of Turkey for 2006, is a Fea

site that is not planned for every year.) McNeely encouraged attendees to avoiders and prospective members alike. ¢ God's Holy Day Plar(8). Future WNP
Anchorage will not be consideredentrapment in the ways of Babylon. Dave Myers, host pastor, comment- ¢ Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbal .
again as a possible site till 2010. Origi- In the second seminar, Robin Webbeed, “The fruit of this event has been venRes{(7). Seminars

nally we hoped the Captain Cook Hotgbresented a session titled “The Two Witpositive. For members and prospective ¢ Jesus Christ: The Real Std).
would host the Feast. However, changegsses,” during which he taught aboutnembers to learn from, meet and fel- « This Is the United Church of God
in hotel sales staffing led to drastievhat can and cannot be establisheldwship with the writers ofvorld News  (6).
changes in the rates and stipulations.| @bout these two important end-time figand Prophecyhas provided us with  The local members represented t
acontract has been signed with the Sherres. more motivation to watch and pray a¥ittsburgh, Wheeling and Morgantown
aton Anchorage, where the Feast wasNext, Melvin Rhodes gave a sessionvere admonished in Luke 21:36."  West Virginia, congregations—and on
held in 2004. Details and registration fotitled “Is This the West's Last Chance?” The event might be summed up in thenan drove all the way from Columbia
this Feast site will come out in late 2006n which he showed how the Westerrwords of one Cleveland member:Maryland. All of the local members’
Since there will be a site in Alaska, novorld has been in retreat since WorldDynamite!” comments were very positive. Th¢
site is being planned for Hawaii in 2007/War 1l and the implications this holds information was well presented an
for the future. Pittsburgh Seminars well received. Several members con
The day concluded with Mr. The seminars moved on to Pittsmented that they were pleased wit]

Ministerial Services announce
the following locations for future
World News and Prophe8eminars:

June 17-18 in Indianapolis/Fi
Wayne, Indiana.

Nov. 4 in Beloit, Wisconsin.

Dates for the following location:
are yet to be determined: Cincinnati
East, Ohio; Spokane, Washington;
and Garden Grove, California.

L.

See “News at a Glance,” page 24
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| Appreciating Volunteers

Volunteers Vital in Accomplishing the Church’s Mission

just talk to me” (Hye Sierra).

| think one camper said it well:
“Camp has an indescribable atmos-
phere. It's like a mini Kingdom, and |
always leave so deeply moved and feel-
ing closer to God and to my friends ofGjve a Hug ... 1o
like mind” (Woodmen). The point is
obvious that camp works! It worksthe Feast Sound

largely because so many people workrechnicianl
together to model the “give” way of '
life.

Awhile back, |was asked by amem- Well, maybe he or she doesntwanf\]Jembers S
ber of the American Camp Associatiora hug. How about a handshake

? Atlea:
national staff if we had any difficulties go by and say thank you. %eyond Today on
_ Do you know how much we paid

the sound technicians at the Feast IagFable-AcceSS v
| year? Nothing. They volunteered. Do

out to all those who serve at camp. all the services that are rendered. Ustis much better” or “there is shadowing

Larry W. Greider ers, parking crews, youth educatiorover there.” Since then he has warme
UYC National Coordinator classes, musicians for special musiajp appreciably and has since given 1
the choir, information table crews,four good airtimes fdBeyond Todagn
translators and nonsalaried speakersieekends. He has also aired the pr
plus others all contribute. But, this yeargrams at other times and has mention
why not personally thank the soundhat students attending the college ha
crew. inquired abouBeyond Todayin the
book of Philemon, Paul teaches us tt
lesson of using tact. I've tried to appl
that lesson and now the director gree
me with a smile.

Ronald Selzer, Mountain Home
Arkansas:| received the two demo
DVDs today for the program and thei
went to the local cable station. The
will start airingBeyond Todagn Sun-

m Literally thousands of
members and supporters
volunteer their time and
talents to help in nearly
every aspect of the work of
the United Church of God.
On these four pages we
celebrate some of that
service that helps United in
the mission of preaching
the gospel while preparing a
people.

Charles Melear

ponsor

Camp Staff: They
Come to Serve

& be paid? All together, thousands andh the vital role of local sponsors for thelot easier to do than | thought it woulc
_ thousands of dollars. Itis skilled labor,Beyond Todaytelevision program. be. The people at the television static
after all. Below are comments from several. Ifwere easy to work with.

There are a couple of sites whergrou would like to participate, please Angela Payne, Queens, New Yorl

the sound system and control rooms q888) 369-9940 or write to him atNews brochure program and as

one of the camp staffs of the Unitqd
Youth Camps (UYC) and prete
camps. Over 400 young people aft

adults ask for the opportunity to give

of their time and serve without pay
(although room and board are paid) fo

aweek or more to give our youth a tast

of God's way of life.

Camp staff members receive high
praise from campers and parents

ke the sound system.

| the theater. A few extra thousand doljohn_labissoniere@ucg.org.
lars have to be budgeted for those sites Mary Kerr, Springfield, llinoisThis  must say that it has been rewarding.
to pay the professional personnel runweek | received the first foBeyond truly feel connected to the work. Eacl
ning it. Sometimes union laws prohib-TodayDVDs and delivered them to thetime | deliver the tapes to the station,
it anybody other than their people usingable-access television station. All thisemember how | first heard God'’s won

Beyond Todayelevision sponsor, |

has been very exciting for me! It hasderful truth and how | felt. This is what

Sometimes the sound crew memberiseen especially encouraging to see @otivates me. If | can sow one seed fc

recruiting staff for our programs. | men-bring their own equipment, further sav-very positive relationship being estab-God’s Kingdom, then I'm convinced
The example of these talented antioned we had scores more applicantimg the Church rental fees. Is the sountished with the station. Once | found theHe'll do the rest.

dedicated volunteers has inspired théhan we could use, and we have tried torew able to concentrate on the messtation and set up an appointment, air- Being a sponsor has given me mar
people they serve. When asked “Didbpen the door for new volunteers eackage during the service? Or are theing time was all set within just eight opportunities to interact with others
your counselor and other staff make/ear since so many want to returneven then making an additional sacrihours! The timing was just right, as thePeople generally ask wha&eyond
you feel accepted at camp?” 99 percerhen asked how much we pay oufice so you can concentrate on the mestation had just changed hands an@odayis all about. It's always my plea-
of our campers responded, Yes! Askedtaff and what our criteria is, | men-sage and not even think about propenanagers. And now, with moresure to answer them. To my deligr
if they would like to serve on the camptioned that although we only want theamplification for all to hear? When youautomation, they are happy to have ansome told me that they would revisi
staff in the future, 90 percent said, Yesbest, we don't pay them a dime. go up this year to thank the sound techare capable of airin@eyond Today their Bibles. | would definitely encour-
Listen to the comments of teens Shock and bewilderment filled thenician, ask him if he misses part of thehree times each Friday! It seems thaige others to get involved. It's no

when asked, “Would you like to serveperson’s face. “How is that possible?’message so you don't have to.

on the camp staff in the future?”

learning how to serve. | want to servagive than to receive and most believdwundreds of volunteers every year at Lloyd R. Nelson, Rochester, Min-

when God decides it's time, getting thetedious or difficult. All you need is a
she asked. | told her that our volunteers Yes, | am focusing on the volunteemprogram “on” is as easy as falling off alove for God's Kingdom, and a dedi-
“Part of being a disciple of Christ is are convicted that it is more blessed tsound crews at the Feast, but there ateg!

cated attitude.
Henry Miles, Henderson, Kentucky

others the way | have been served fahat the rewards of seeing young peoplevery Feast site contributing to the sucaesota\When | took the demonstration| am glad to be able to serve &egond
Beyond Todatapes to the community Todaysponsor. | didn't realize it would

seven years” (Hye Sierra).
“It is a very exciting experience to

grow and change is more than ampleess of God's assembly.
compensation.

The Feast of Tabernacles is depereollege to be reviewed, the directotbe as easy as it was to get the progre

pass on knowledge and experiences” On behalf of all the parents and thalent upon volunteers. The Churctseemed indifferent and aloof. To winstarted. The people at the television st
camp team, a big “Thank you!” goescould never come close to paying fohim over | asked if he would critique tion were very nice and were excited t

(Hye Sierra).

“I see why this way works, and |
want to serve” (Heritage).

“Camp changes me, and | want tq
impact lives, too” (Tetons).

“l want to be [part of] the people that
help make the ‘magic’ of camp possi-
ble” (Woodmen).

Notice the praise and touching
reflections of the campers when they
were asked, “Did your counselor ang
other staff make you feel accepted mo!
of the time at camp?”

“They gave constant encouragemer|
and opened up about their lives an
were genuinely interested in me”
(Tetons).

“Our counselor always took time to
give us one-on-one time. She has beg
incredibly encouraging, flexible and
encouraged us in our faith and devel
opment as young ladies, while gently
correcting us where we go astray’
(Tetons).

“The ministers were never afraid to

certain aspects of the programs. Usingir the telecasts.
professional terminology, he offered On a more personal note, | have
insight equivalent to “the lighting herefriend who has been watching

Unsung Hero: Busier
Than Before She Retired!

Unsung Hero: The
Award Is Named for
Him!

In the lobby of the Center for Ment
r Health where Freeman Imel worked
elAnderson, Indiana, is a plaque with
Advaward named in his honor.

5 with Below his picture the plaque reads: “The Freeman A. Imel Award prese
ey fad annually in recognition for dedication and outstanding service to the|
ter for Mental Health,” followed by those who have received the award

eit began in 1985. Freeman retired in 1990, but his legacy remains.
e foFreeman attends UCG in Indianapolis, Indiana. He was baptized on |

Wilma Ramey of Jonesville, Virginia, a retirg
Head Start teacher and a member of the Kingsj
Tennessee, congregation, sometimes quips that
busier now than before she retired!

This beautiful lady volunteers for several loc#
organizations, including Triad, which works to improve the quality of life
senior citizens by sharing information from law enforcement officers as
as providing weekly meals for seniors. Mrs. Ramey also is on the Health
sory Board for Head Start and is an active member of AARP. She work
the Family Life organization to sell donated clothes in order to raise mon
people who are unable to pay their utility bills.

As part of the Mountain Empire Older Citizens (MEOC) committee, ||
helps sponsor programs such as a walkathon to provide fuel assistanc|
needy citizens. MEOC and AARP also join forces to provide food for those i17, 1962, in South Bend, Indiana, and he and his wife were made a deag
need as well as school supplies for children. Additionally, Mrs. Ramey makeseaconess in the Church around 1980. His wife passed away a few
time to visit a young friend in the children’s home, and she also cooks far twago. He is 80 years old and still serves in the Church. He just bought
reunions of her very large extended family each year! motorcycle, so you can see he is still a very active person.

Gordon Brauchla

fq

Denise Dobso
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Beyond TodaySince his mother died and some of the brochures. He was veiylodesto. The second display is locatdue to the transfer of 8,000 magazines At least once a year the teenage

about three months ago, | think he haagreeable; and when | advanced mgd at a gas station/mini-mart on the wago the Philippine office.

from the surrounding church area

a real appreciation for the telecast&ea as to where to place the display, he the snow of the Sierra Nevada moun- The Philippine office had been main-come to serve the subscribers and gi
and a new outlook on life and deathbalked, saying “No, put it right out front tains. In the winter and spring monthdaining their own file of subscribers, butour regular volunteers a break.
This is especially true since viewingthere where everyone can see it!” | wagspecially, this location is exposed tdthe magazines were actually mailed We owe a big thank you to Linde

the program entitled “Better Thanshocked, but gratified!
Heaven.”
el America truck stop where the manthe Stockton congregation, for thein

Members Help
Preach the Gospel
Through GN
Brochure Program

Brethren have volunteered to particifrom the store that allows us to placehroughout the Inland Empire.
pate in th&sood Newsrochure distrib- - our brochures. At least they will receive
ution program. Below are commentsa blessing for their generosity.
from several. If you would like to par- Dale Richey, Orlando, Florida: Members He|p
ticipate, please call John LaBissoniereDoing whatever we can individually do
toll-free at (888) 369-9940 or write toto help promote the gospel makes onReaCh World From
him at john_labissoniere@ucg.org.  feel more of a part of the work. Ther

Peter M. Gabriel, Houston North, used to be a phrase, “pray and paethe Home Office
Texas] service two Wal-Mart stores andWell, the Good Newsbrochure pro-

the drivers came through from theirgospel of the Kingdom.

brochures—my most productive spotalmost “one-man distribution show.”

two Kroger supermarkets on the faigram helps brethren go beyond that and Church member volunteers perfori )

north side of Houston witBood News hopefully speed up the coming of thea vital service for the home office eacl
brochures. Having been on the distribuKingdom of God! year. Each issue we mail approximatel
tion team now for about three months, it Kathy Cochrane, North Conway, 16,000Good Newsnagazines to inter-
is rewarding to go to my locations everyNew Hampshirel very much enjoy national subscribers in areas of the wor|
two weeks to see how quickly thebeing a part of the brochure distributiomot served by other international office
brochure displays need to be replenprogram. It is thrilling to see the (mainly the Caribbean and much o

ished! | enjoy serving the Church in thisbrochures disappear. Who will be sendAfrica and Asia). The volunteers insel Oun g people from Cincinnati East

and North, Ohio; Louisville,
Kentucky; ABC and others help with

way. ing for literature? Will God call these these magazines into envelopes, seal €
Bill Wilson, West Palm Beach, Flori- people? Since | live far from otherbag them for mailing.
da: My first outing with brochures brethren, the brochure program is an In addition, they also prepare abot.
began right around the corner from mymportant means for me to feel con-1,200 copies ofWorld News and
house at a Chevron gas/food mart. hected to the work of the Church.  Prophecyand 575 ofUnited Newsor
came in with the display loaded with  Bill Braswell, Stockton, California: international subscribers, as well a
brochures. | scanned the store foGod has blessed us with a couple of,500 SpanisBuenas Noticiasnaga-
potential locations for the display andsites that are exposed to a great deal nihes for mailing in the United States.
decided on a particular spot a little baclpeople traffic. One of our displays, The number of500d Newsnaga-

ager was most pleasant. He asked thafforts in maintaining the displays andtheir subscribers’ issues i
| place the display in a vestibule whereloing their part in helping spread thethe Philippines.

trucks. That display lasted many Bob Carlisle, Riverside, California: of labor are donated by theg
months and distributed dozens ofSpecial thanks goes to Ken Nelson, oumembers each year, which|

One thing | would say to volunteers, iSOver the last decade Ken has distributd B
that we should at least buy somethinghousands of magazines and brochu i

March 12, giving many of the
regular volunteer crew a break
(photo by Peter Eddington)

many people heading up to ski. Thank&om the home office. Beginning with Saar, who coordinates the work partie
Another display went into our Trav- go to Aaron Farnon and Bob Besore othe March/April 2006 issue, the Philip-and to all the volunteers from Cincin:

nati, Columbus and

Dayton, Ohio, and

Louisville, Kentucky.
Connie Seelig

pine office began mailing

Approximately 820 hour

Local Web
Sites Help
Preach the
i Gospel

Type “United Church of God” into
any search engine, and you'll not onl
see alink for the Church’s main Web sit
but links to numerous United Church ¢
God local congregations throughout th
United States and the world. At las
count, there were over 140 local cor
gregations in the United States and ov
25 international areas that have son
type of Web presence reaching arour
the world.

Hundreds, if not thousands, of hour
have been devoted to these local W
sites in creating, developing and mair
taining the informative content. Many o
the local Web sites are administrated ai
maintained by only one individual,
while others have a team of voluntee!
who contribute their time.

The local Web sites not only provide
a substantial donation. Several membess local service to the congregation b
have commented that since they havalso provide a virtual footprint in the

international Good News mailing

away from the foot traffic. | greeted thewhich moves about 400 per month, izines mailed from the home office hasetired, this is one way they can make anline world for those who might be

manager and showed him the displajocated at the main bus station irbeen reduced from 24,000 to 16,00@nancial contribution to the Church.

searching for God's truth. Those look

Mixing Business With “Pleasure” (the Pleasure of
Spreading the Gospel)

| own an Internet-based software company and have the freedom to advertise anything | want on my Web 4
in March 2004, | uploaded the “Read Any Good News Lately?” URL to one of my Web site advertising slots| A
husband and | were just newly involved in the Church, | admit, | was a little worried about any backlash fron
tomers who find mixing God with business unprofessional. But | prayed about it and finally uploaded the ad.
surprise, the clicks on the URL started almost immediately and not one negative comment has resulted fro

Spreading the Gospel Most Effectively

We hope you are as excited as we are by all the creative ways members
come up with to help preach the gospel! We also appreciate the example ¢
those on these pages who have worked closely with the home office in ord:
most efficiently and effectively do the work, properly represent the Church &
meet the Council's Web site policies. Those who wish to advertise literature
their personal or business Web sites should contact Peter Eddingtol
peter_eddington@ucg.o@Nbrochure ideas go to john_labissoniere@ucg.pr¢

years.

us who wish to pass them around. We thought it would be a great idea to insert them in my customer’s softwal
| had those little pangs of professional fear. My husband was much less shy about it and continually encourdg
insert them.

Finally, I got my first response by way of this e-mail from one of my customers: “| purchased your software
weeks or so ago. Opening [the box] | saw the instructions and a CD. | removed the instructions and found

Several months ago, my husband and | became aware of the brochures that the Church has made available to any of

ages. But, when the initial 200 brochures arrived and it was time to start inserting them into my customer’s orders,

*Pifisung Heroes: Spreading the Word

drarough Their Web Site

fedesus said, “He who believes in Me, the wor
rathbeewill do also” (John 14:12). Since one of

for a free booklet antihe Good New&eing a Christian and placing scripture on all our company printed matter, | hagbrks Jesus did was to preach and spread the gg

she said, “What a great way to spread the gospel, inserting your material about your faith is a very brave tl
That is so neat!” | was speechless!

Since uploading the “Read Any Good News Lately?” URL to my Web site two years ago, the UCG Web site
2,152 hits from my Web site. In January of this year, | uploadé2eyend TodayRL and the Church site has receiv,
156 hits from it. | have enclosed approximately 500 brochures in my software packages on the subjects
God Allow Suffering?” and “Jesus Christ: The Real Story.” Just recently, | received 100 more of each, plus 10!
We Living in the Time of the End?”

| have long passed my vain fears of mixing business with pleasure. And | say “pleasure” because it is inde|
sure and honor, wondering if God is using my business in this small way. My delight is further enhanced as |
that someday, in the not too distant future, | will meet some of the people who clicked on the UCG URLSs from
site or received a brochure in their software package. It is my deepest hope at least one of them will tell me
baptized into God’s Church after responding to one of the brochures from a software package they receive
little company!

JoAnna Buckwalter, Bethlehem, Pennsylval

ing to laelp defray the cost.
After people order the literature on their Web site, the order is e-mail
hagled CGA home office near Cincinnati, Ohio. The literature is then sent t
interested parties.
Vhy Dbesix years 8,337 people from over 90 countries have responded to tl
f\Web site. Each person has received an average of 6.76 booklets and a

scription toThe Good Newsiagazine.
ed a pléee Marinis are very honored to be involved in this process with God a
cortielaome office. It fills them with joy to hear from people who are very exci
myy ¥detind grateful to receive the literature.
they vimeoln and Jean encourage all brethren who are not already involved to
1 franvaiyed in one activity that preaches and spreads the gospel. The harve
plentiful, the workers are few and the rewards are great.

Jean Updegraff
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ing would be directed back to theTomorrow Television programming. Study Coursgraduate tape program. sorts of fund-raisers, including produc
Church's other Web sites for more infor-The presenters and guests are now movée feel the program has born some tion of a cookbook, car washes, penr
mation, to request literature or to viewprepared to contribute their talents in avery good fruit, but our operating Good \Works Fund- rolls, benefit concerts, bake sales ar
the latesBeyond TodayV program.  even greater way, and the experienceosts for this particular program areR . . many more. On behalf of those whi
Some of the largest and smallest corgained by everyone involved in thequite high and we would like to shift aisers Provide have been helped, thanks to all who ha
gregations around the world have deveprocess has been invaluable. some of this budget toward InternetQyar $300 000 volunteered and helped in this way!
oped Web sites to keep the local brethren Crew members participated in tappromotion of the gospel message— ! Tom Kirkpatrick
informed of local information and pro- ing hundreds of hour and half-hour prowhich is one of our most cost-effec-
vide a way for interested individuals tograms on weeknights and Sundaygive tools. Jesus said, “Take care not to do your

make contact with the Church. Many oWithout their faithful and diligent  Thousands oBible Study Course good works before men, to be seen bW/CM Produced by

the first-time visitors who requeshe  efforts, these accomplishments wouldyraduates have gone through the tagghem” (Matthew 6:1, The Bible in Basic

Good Newsr listen to an online sermon not have been possible! program, and some are now attendingnglish). We have hundreds of brethreN olunteers

first came in contact with the Churchvia  Over the past 10 years, we saw th8abbath services. Interestingly, 34n the United Church of God who obey

a local congregation Web site. programs mature and improve. Theypercent of these graduates alsthiscommand of Jesus,andwho dotheir Virtual Christian Magazin€ound on
For all who have contributed theirwent from airing on a handful of public- request more material from us aftet'good works” (also translated “alms"— the Web at www.vcmagazine.org) is

efforts in this area, the Media and Comaccess stations, to airing coast-to-coasbmpleting the tape program, so it hascts of compassion and giving) quietlyvolunteer publication. The staff and writ

munications Services department at then more than 100 stations. Telephonbeen of value. It's simply a matter ofanonymously, without fanfare, motivat-ers are a group of people that, for th

home office thanks you and appreciatesalls from viewers resulted in thousandshifting funds as we endeavor to bed by compassion and a desire to helpmost part, have never met. They con

your willingness to serve in preachingof pieces of literature being ordered anevise stewards with the resources Gotheet the needs of others in the Churclmunicate and produce the magazir

the gospel. If you have a local congresent out as a result of both TV programsias given us. especially in areas of the world not agompletely through the Internet.

gation Web site that is not listed at The goal from the beginning of the We thank these brethren once agaiblessed with the abundance of God's \olunteer staff membersinclude: edi

www.ucg.org, or if you would like to TV programs was to contribute to thefor their involvement. It has not gonephysical blessings. They have given téors—Michelle Grovak, Gayle Hoefker,

help develop one for your congregationeffort of the Church in preaching theunnoticed! In fact, depending on need¢he Church’'s Good Works Program.  Jada Howell, Patrick Kansa, David Mei

please contact Aaron Boothgospel about the soon-coming King-n the future, we may just call on them This program was set up to act as dinger, Suzanne Morgan, John Rutu

(aaron_booth@ucg.org) for more infor-dom of God, via public-access televi-again! Their professional service haghannel for the compassion of brethredmy Stephens and Debbie Werne

mation. sion. Volunteers: Thank you very muchbeen invaluable. in the Church. We do not generallyreviewers—Jack Elliott, Eric Evans,
Aaron Booth  for your involvement! Peter Eddington encourage direct cash offerings to th®on Henson, Don Hooser and Lero
Peter Eddington program (since those funds are needéddeff; webmaster—Chris Rowland; anc

graphics and managing editor—Lorele
Nettles.
VCMwelcomes articles from mem-

Tomorrow and GN Eau Claire and St.

TV Volunteers | bers. All submissions can be e-mailed
Appreci ated! Paul BSC Tape Lorelei Nettles through the feedbac
link at the site.

Program Efforts

Much appreciation and thanks is duAppreciated
the brethren who produced themor-
row television (Portland, Oregon) and It is with great thanks and appreq.
Good Newselevision (Beloit, Wiscon- ation that we recognize the dedicat]
sin) cable-access programs. Since thefforts and support of the Eau Clairf
inception of United, eager brethren speriVisconsin, and St. Paul, Minnesot
many hours diligently producing videocongregations for their invaluablf
content over many years. The Media andiork on theBible Study Coursgrad-
Communications Services departmentiate tape program.
felt this work was an important part of It is through the dedicated suppor:
our overall media mix. and effort of volunteers like these tha

The brethren contributed to a veryUnited is able to reach far beyond it
fine effort that improved with each tap-normal capabilities. The Word of God
ing session. We thank them for the geris able to be preached and sown in

Lorelei Nettles

| foh budgeted expenditure: Ministerial Services

= of the Church in carrying outSThanks Members

44| its commission). Instead, the

program was created to receive “Every week thousands of brethrel

the monies that brethren areserve behind the scenes to make St

able to generate through locabath services a place where we can

i"| fund-raising efforts. meet and be taught God's truths,” sai
Those brethren who have thelim Franks, Ministerial Services oper

wherewithal to engage in local ation manager. “We wanted to expres

fund-raising projects have con-our deep gratitude for the wonderfu

tributed over $300,000 since the Counspirit of service you have shown in se'

Clockwise: Corpus
Christi/Victoria,
Texas, brethren
had a rummage
sale for the Good

fund-raisers that have been held

erous support, both financial and physmuch greater way due to their tireles: cil of Elders established the Church’sing up the halls, the sound system
ical, given to help further the missionwork. We realize that it has been a prca™ound the world; the new Good Good Works Program less than thregroviding music, caring for our widows
of the Church. ject that has gone on for a number ¢WVorks-funded church hall and office  years ago. As a result, brethren havand widowers, preparing for social:

With our new media center at theyears (since 2001), and we thank therin Migori, Kenya; and Donato Mogar, - yeen able to help with over 30 projectaind doing all the things that make th
home office now operational, it has beerfor staying the course. a disabled longtime member of the  that have benefited others in the Churclocal congregation a pleasant place fi

helpful to draw upon the experience Over the next six months we will Church in the Philippines, received i countries all around the world—in learning and fellowshipping.

gained withGood Newdelevision and systematically phase out thgible help setting up this store. He lost his  Africa, Asia, Latin America and North ~ “Sometimes we don't always hear i
former job as secretary of the local  America (where some suffered signifi-well done’ as we quietly go about tak-
government because the meetings  cant loss from Hurricane Katrina). ing care of these needs, but God app!
are now held on Saturdays Brethren have been involved in allciates all you do on His behalf,” Mr.

Unsung Hero: Caring for
Those With Cancer

Our unsung hero is one of our deaconesses,
Saurbaugh, of the Bloomington/Normal, lllinois, ca
gregation.

When Sandy was widowed, she started searc|
for areas of service. She and her husband had bee In 2002, he felt strongly motivated to create a high-quality musical CD of all the hymns with beautiful arrangemer
active in serving the Church and community. Now donated more than 300 of them to families attending the Feast in France in 2003, and to scattered members who
started a new phase of her life and service was a natural interest for her. services on the Sabbath. In 2004, he put together an album of the numerous pieces of special music he has peffo

Her latest gift of volunteering is with the Hematology Association of Centralthe years, and donated it to each family present at the Feast in Annecy.
lllinois. Association volunteers do a variety of services. Their focus is to brighten Jean-Paul comes from a family of musicians. He came in contact with the Church while serving a three-year te
the lives of cancer patients while they are going through this challenging time. Th&yench army musical corps. He won a gold medal in 1976 during the national conservatory competition.
help them with information and bring them lunch when they are hooked up to This medal opened the door for him to obtain a teaching post with the Musical Conservatory of Blois, a large towr
chemo for several hours. They become caring friends. Sandy mentioned the ufile hours south of Paris. However, he was called in the Church that year and had to leave his position because of
mate expression of generosity is not in giving of what you have, but in giving| obath. For the next three years, Jean-Paul experienced much difficulty finding a job for the same reason. He was une
who you are. Cancer patients need people who care, listen and brighten their @en took various small jobs unrelated to his love of music.
at a very difficult time. Sandy quietly serves in so many other ways, but this gro- However, in 1979, his perseverance was blessed and he was offered a job as a music school director in Louvroi
ject has given her an opportunity to show love and service to those in great needhere he has been for the last 25 years directing more than 200 students and 11 teachers. The school gained a

This same group also has another helpful project: Cancer awareness bracelegsutation for its quality.
The volunteers, like Sandy, have made thousands of bracelets. All the moneyJean-Paul met Odile Carre, a young lady in the Church in Belgium, and they married in 1983. They joined United il
after expenses goes to the cancer patients with financial need. Some need helpver the years, Jean-Paul has accompanied hymns at Church, organized vocal groups and choirs for the Churc
with payment of prescriptions, lunch money and money for transportation. Theerformed special music many times. He plays the saxophone, the recorder, the piano, classical guitar and the sy
money is used to take one more burden off the patient. We are thankful for his generous contribution in sharing his talent for the benefit of the Church.

Maryse Pebworth

Unsung Hero: Sharing the Joy of Music

Jean-Paul Gorisse is a member of the United Church of God in France. He is a musician who helped in the ci
the Church hymnal in the French language.
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Franks said. “Ministerial Services androom, piano players, providing rides,song leaders, sound crew, special mus
all our pastors and elders thank you sBabbath school teachers, sermonettespe library, teen activities, teen Bible
much for your time and effort.” set up and take down, social committeestudies and ushers.

Al the activities of the local congre-
gations—from Sabbath services t
socials—contribute to developing us &
a people prepared for God.

Many congregations have 30 or mor
responsibilities necessary to help th
congregation run smoothly. This can b

Unsung Heroes: Making It Look Easy!

Our Cincinnati East social committee serves us all, making every social §
cial, fresh and fun. Every aspect is carefully planned and implemente
smooth fashion so that the volunteers all function well together. Decorati

Unsung Hero: Inspiring Young Readers

Elsie Pate is a 76-year-old widow and serves as a deaconess in the Salr:
Idt

gregation. She has six children, 16 grandchildren and five great- grandch
After 16 years, she is “retiring” this year from herv
unteer service to spend more time with her famil

Elsie has been honored several times for her
years of exceptional community service, includi
receiving the Vocational Service in Education Awg
from the local Capital Sunrise Rotary Club.

Beginning at age 60, in the fall of 1990, Elsie P|
answered her local school district's plea for vol B
teers. Throughout her 16 years of outstanding vo ik“i‘..i"
teer service to the school district, Elsie’s specialty f&
been tutoring first grade students in development of reading skills.

In addition, Elsie Pate’s service as an all-around volunteer has been t
valuable and inspirational. Her additional service has included substituting
other tutors, greeting students at the door in the mornings, helping plan and
special events, helping with the School Saving program, preparing classrc
materials and inventing games to inspire struggling readers.

John Cafourek

quite challenging in congregations witl
less than 30 people, butin the larger col
gregations, the number of responsibili
ties and people needed grows as well,
Here are just a few of the tasks hal
dled by unsung heroes in the congreg
tions: announcement brochures, bulleti
board, cards for the sick, flowers
greeters, “Local Church Updates’
reports and photos fdynited News,
meals for the sick and shut-ins, mothers

are always unique and interesting and theme-oriented.

Those who have been on social committees in other locations instan
ognize how our local committee makes it seem so effortless to execute
variety of socials for all ages in all seasons. If it looks easy, you know a
planning went into the event.

The children love the costume parties they plan year after year, with
games that are enjoyed by all ages. Certain committee members have g
directing the children graciously, while maintaining order with a pleasant|
from one activity to another. The whole social committee does a great jq
just keeps on going with great new ideas of how to mix food, fun and fello

John McClain
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Want to Serve More? Increase Your Talents!

m United’s congregations,
youth camps and regional
activities have great needs for
people with specific
experience and
qualifications. You can do
more when you learn more.

make yourself more valuable. “Talents"guage well. For song-leading and choirsports programs depends greatly on our Teaching any sport or activity: A
should not be thought of only as inheritdirecting, learn to read music and prachaving qualified referees and coacheseacher must first be well taught. Th:
ed artistic talents or supernatural giftstice. Obtaining training and experience inmore training and experience you ha
Think of a talent as any acquired ability Musical accompaniment for hymn  these areas gives one the opportunity ttad in a skill, the more likely you will
that gives you a specific way to serve. Ssinging: Learn to play a musical instru- be a much appreciated leader in youthe chosen to teach that activity at a carr
increase your credentials. Add to youment to be an accompanist or to play imnd adult sports. And official certifications can be earnet
abilities. Reinforce your résumé. a church ensemble. Since most assem-Hospitality: It may be advantageousin many sports.

God called us to serve and to serve tbly halls have a piano and since most db move closer to town or buy a larger “Sports” at our camps include a wide
the greatest extent we are able. Please b are accustomed to singing with douse. But the main thing that is neededariety of experiences: dancing, rope
aware that the Church has a very serioygano accompaniment, the most valuare people who love people and whoseourses, rock climbing, rappelling, soft
need for all kinds of capable leaders andble and versatile musical ability in outhearts are “given to hospitality” ball, basketball, flag football, speed
servants. And there is great satisfactioohurches is piano playing. A pianist is gRomans 12:13). away, golf, archery, riflery, swimming,

Good news: United Church of Godin serving. Jesus Christ said, “There isvonderful asset to a congregation, and Certification in first aid and/or  canoeing, kayaking, water-skiing, fish
has had more than enough volunteers toore happiness in giving than in receivpianists can be male or female, young egmergency preparednessA person  ing, hiking, camping, outdoor cooking,
work on our summer and winter camgng” (Acts 20:35, TEV). old. Encourage children to learn pianotrained in first aid who has some basisurvival skills, orienteering, biking,
staffs! Sad news: Our camp directors In God's Church, the most importantAlso many people learn to play afterfirst aid supplies can be needed at arlyorseback riding, ice skating, crafts an
have to disappoint many fine, enthusiquality for anyone is having good charbecoming an adult. One doesn't need time and any place. Firstaid certificatiorjournalism.
astic applicants when they have to bacter and being close to God. We neele able to play all the hymns before starts required for many leadership positions  So, you want to teach a sport? Leal
turned down. people “of good reputation, full of the ing to accompany hymns. in camp sporting activities. First aid usuthe sport. Get training and experienc

Why are their applications turnedHoly Spiritand wisdom” (Acts 6:3). But  Audio and video needsSometimes ally includes knowledge of CPR andin some cases, it's advantageous
down? Because there are enough othen top of that foundation, there is mucH think the most important person in aeven defibrillation. Red Cross course®btain certification. Some ideas abot
applicants who have more experienceye can do to increase our skills. congregation is the one who knows hovare available in most areas. available courses and certifications ce
better qualifications and more certifica- The purpose of this article is to giveto run the sound system. If you can't Lifeguard certification: It often is be obtained from the American Cam
tions. The solution if you want to work you ideas. For further ideas concerningear, what good is a church service! necessary to have a certified lifeguard iAssociation Web site, www.aca-
for a camp: get more experience anthe many needs at UCG camps, please Computer needs:Every congrega- a congregation plans to have a swimeamps.org.
specialized training. see th&Jnited Youth Camps 2006 Mag-tion desperately needs at least one corming or boating activity. A person needs  One way to gain valuable experienc

Likewise, you may be wondering azine.If you are interested in any of puter guru. He or she is like the savior ofhis certification not just when he plansfor working at youth camps is to first
how you can serve more in your locathese areas, it is easy to learn how artle day when you need help. And if youto serve as a lifeguard at a pool or watework at preteen camps.
congregation. There are some things thathere to obtain the training. want to have a congregational Web sitdront. He also usually needs it to be a Looking for still other ways to serve?
every member can and should do, such Song leading, sermonettes, ser- you certainly need a webmaster. If yodeacher or supervisor in any aquati®e Mr. or Ms. Fix-it. Everyone needs
as being friendly and encouraging tanons, teaching Sabbath School: have the aptitude for computer stuff andport. repairs at times. Another way? Buy
everyone and praying for people. BuLearn and practice. Increase your publiare willing to help Church members, Boating safety:To teach or supervise pickup truck and be willing to haul stuff.
you may wish there were more youspeaking ability through participation in please learn relevant computer skills andoating sports (canoeing, kayakingEveryone will love you. These are jus
could do besides offering people transeongregational or community speakingshare what you learn. water-skiing, etc.) usually requires train-some of the hundreds of ways you cz
portation and helping to set up the chairglubs. Take advantage of opportunities Refereeing and coaching sports: ing in boating safety as well as life-serve and help the Church in the missic

The answer to all of these desires is tto speak before groups. Learn your larifhe quality of our local and regionalguarding. God has given us to don

by Don Hooser

warming sentiment was how many ofsummed up his meq
these ministers still consider Houstorsage with “Remem
“home.” ber the past, takg
The activities continued Sabbathstock and move for
morning with a brunch, followed by ward.
services. Houston South pastor Ken- The evening al-
neth Giese narrated a historical slidéowed additional fel-
show that began with the introductionlowship over drinks,
of the 14 members who attended théollowed by a first-
first Houston service, and graduateatlass dinner and
to the developments of the presentlance. In an efforttq
day. work off all of the

Five who were at the first Houston service: David
Five special music numbers followeddelectable goodies > !
P J eﬁen and Jeanette Treybig and Mr. and Mrs. Wayne

“Houston,” continued from page 1

The weekend's activities began witl
a Friday evening reception. Everyong
was treated to a memory-filled slide pre
sentation, after which Wayne Cole
David Treybig, Ken Treybig, Burk
McNair, Clyde Kilough, Larry Salyer,
Frank McCrady Il, Harold Rhodes, Don
Waterhouse, Leroy Neff, David John-
son, Ken Giese, Jim Franks and To
Kirkpatrick shared personal memorie:
of their times in Houston. Ed Marrs and
Dave Myers were unable to attend, b the presentation, as well as a sermon hypbeat tunes bega
sent messages that were read aloud. ex-Houstonian and current UCG presithe evening's dancé-©'€ (Photo by George Foshee)

The common thread among theittion, but also their sincere thanks to thelent, Clyde Kilough. Mr. Kilough and went on well into the night, with  Countless hours and organizers car
memories seemed to be not only HougHouston congregations for what thebrought old notebooks of past sermonmusic provided by deejay Arnold together to make this rather ambitiot
ton’s ongoing traffic and road construc-membership meant to them. Anothethat he shared with the group. HeMendez Jr. event such an unequivocal success.

elvin and Shirley Scott dance at
ouston’s 50th anniversary (photo
by Sharon VanSchuyver)
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From the Word

Child-Rearing Tips From the Ten Commandments

m Many parents today are  he will not be turned away from it”

wilder h (Proverbs 22:6, Bible in Basic Eng
be deteclc by t- ¢ lish). The New King James Versio
pr(_)spec or rearing i says, “Train up a child in the way he
children at the frenetic should go, and when he i old he wil
pace and with the not depart from it.”

P There is a way, a right way, to|
confllctlng Messages of teach a young mind how to succee

!Zhe 21_St century. But there  in life. You don't need the latest psy
is ancient wisdom that can chology or a ton of toys; you basi
help cally need to imitate the amazing for}

mula contained within the laws offs .
God. i

by Larry W. Greider

The Ten Commandments
Screaming at the top of his little The timeless Ten Commandment
but powerful lungs was a belligerentare filled with practical advice for
toddler blocking the aisle of the parents, teachers and any who wa
department store. | thought abouto live a long and productive life.
offering some help or advice, butThese amazing laws have even beq
when | saw the embarrassed, frazzlecteduced down to almost a sound bitd
mom, | knew the timing was proba-Christ said the first great command
bly not good. ment (which could encapsulate th
The department store was probafirst four commandments listed in
bly not the best place to learn vitalExodus 20) is to love God with all
principles to help in the increasinglyyour heart, soul and mind. The sed
challenging job of parenting. Butond is to love your neighbor as your
where can parents find the tips thaself (Matthew 22:37-40).
will make a real difference in their Let’s analyze this advice, remem-sands of years when it comes to relawhich often provokes a denial in anis as basic as it gets.

© 200A waaw nhotns com

children’s lives? bering that God is the ultimate par-tionships. effort to refrain from incurring a  The daily contact we have with oul
As cultures change, they almostpenalty. heavenly Father is a wonderful wa'

always drift away from absolutes, to tap into the wisdom needed t

choosing instead to accept humanisove Your Neighbor as make difficult choices and to seek th

tic thinking. These situational ethicsYourself protection and insights all parent:

(often called postmodernism) allow This second great commandmentyeed. When children see your exan
for people to do what they feel iswhich is the distillation of the last six ple of asking for help, you demon-
right and often find out too late thatof the Ten Commandments found irstrate that, in the same manner, yiel
the maker of human life has createdExodus 20, shows us how to ordeing to you for their needs is natural
absolute laws to govern all life. our lives to offer others the same Perhaps the most common mis
There is an effect to every choice weconsideration we would want for takes parents can make are feelir
make. ourselves. they are self-sufficient for the role of

We should treat others the way webringing up their children or that it
Foundational Advice—Tell would want them to treat us. There-doesn’'t matter, as kids will figure life
the Truth fore, we don't dishonor, hate or kill out as they grow up.

Of great importance is truthfulness.others, defraud someone’s future However, there is a way that real
To learn of God is to learn of the truth!mate or take or covet what is notly works! It's a way as sure as the
If one were to always tell the truth andours. This implies a work ethic, thrift laws that sustain the universe, cau
live the truth, he would ultimately and patience. ing the sun to rise and the rain to fa
have a relationship with God, who It sounds amazing that much offrom the sky. God's laws, framed by
personifies truth (John 14:6). what is needed to rear children cathe commandments, are an invalt

Here are some suggestions focome from ten rather short com-able resource to explain cause ar
helping your children become truth-

oriented:
Certainly not in the world around ent, creating us in His image and « Always insist on the truth. Reading the Bible and telling Bible stories is a fascinating way to
us. Today, the most common emphaeffering us sonship in His family. « Don't lie to your children, even impart a value-based morality that clearly shows cause and effect.
sis appears to be on accommodating about myths, fairy tales, the toottChildren who have such benchmark formulas have a huge head start
the needs and even the wants andove God fairy, Santa Claus, the Easter Bunnyon life. The Bible illustrates cause and effect, and little has changed in
desires of children. Sophisticated To love God is to know God! The etc. thousands of years when it comes to relatlonshlps

advertisements suggest that any neBible shares with us the amazing ¢ Reward your children for being
and exciting toy, movie or opportu- plan that God has for mankind, andruthful and be consistent in chal-
nity should be offered to those whowithin its pages there are exampletenging untruths. mands that can be further shortenedffect. God said to the first child, “If
“want it.” (Many are persuaded theythat fit the entire range of the human < Explain to your child that even to two basic principles of living. you do well, will you not be accept-
needt . ..) The long-term best inter- experience. Remember, Solomorthough telling the truth could be painful ed? And if you do not do well, sin lies
ests of the child seem to be forgotsaid there is nothing new under thend indicting, it will lead to a most Be a Godly Parent at the door. And its desire is for you
ten. sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9). important character trait—honesty! If you want to be a good parent,but you should rule over it” (Genesis
Parenting is truly an art and many Reading the Bible and telling Note: It has been said that if youyou need to have God foremost im:7).
would suggest there isn't one way tdBible stories is a fascinating way toalways tell the truth, you don't haveyour life. There is no doubt that child  Giving our children the clarity of
bring up a child to become a fullyimpart a value-based morality thatto remember what you said. rearing is a difficult, complex task in right and wrong, cause and effect
functional adult who is confident andclearly shows cause and effect. Chil- « Don'’t entrap your child. If you the complicated world of the 21stallows them to choose wisely, hav
competent. dren who have such benchmark forknow your child has said or donecentury. However, successful parentgng confidence that there is a way t
Did you know that the Bible saysmulas have a huge head start on lifesomething requiring correction, learn to put first things first. Having live life. For more information on
differently? “If a child is trained up The Bible illustrates cause andrespond to it immediately without a relationship with the creator Godtips about parenting, check the We
in the right way, even when he is oldeffect, and little has changed in thouthe common, “Did you do/say . . .?" and sharing that with your childrensite www.ucg.org/youthun
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Passing the Baton: Can You Help Us?

m Mature and seasoned
members can play an
important part in the
Church's efforts to mentor
and begin passing the baton
of leadership to our younger
generation.

by Richard Pinelli

| see. the things that you have heard from
among many witnesses, commit th
Mentoring in the Old
Testament others” (2 Timothy 2:2).

God organized the Levitical priesthoodtor future leaders for the Church.

the hard work of serving in the tabernaeuties.

This period in the history of God’s washings and all the areas of worshigobs away by passing the baton to

Church finds us facing a challenge—From age 50 until death they continuechurturing the younger ones to serve asonversion that requires
one of ministerial manpower. As ourto function as priests, but not in thethey did, can you and I follow that exam-to serve God and other
ple bypassing omur responsibilities to Our young adults are &

ministry and Church leadership growextremely hard work of the temple.
older, we need to prepare the next gen- Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s Comthe next generation? You and | are a
eration to take over our responsibilitiesnentansaid they became mentors to thef a foundational generation Christ u:

within the Church. If we truly under- younger, “instructing, directing, and to preserve His truth from heresy, andeaders.
now our duty is to prepare the next gen- The Church is committed to helping Maxwell, in his concluding remark or

stand the prophecy of Malachi 4:5-6superintending important trusts.”

you help us? Let me tell you what needthy 1:13), but he went on to say, “anccamp directors to lear

to faithful men who will be able to teachcamp staff.

In Numbers 8:24-26 we read how Paul was instructing Timothy to men-can to identify future lead
From age 25 to 30 the young men weressence Paul was telling Timothy to prerext step will be to mento|
mentored in the service of the tabernaclpare men who would in time replaceand prepare them for mo
and temple. From age 30 to 50 they ditiimself and other leaders in their Churclservice.

cle and temple, handling the sacrifices, Since the Levitical priests gave theirservice. This mission co

m&ho has demonstrate
eskeadership among th

We are doing what we

Iners for the Church. Thq

God is calling us all tg

antinues through a process

pavital and valued part of the Church, angbany as strong as he possibly could. St
se@od wants us to be developing potentiadnd, by preparing a successor for the t
position (page 216).

concerning turning the hearts of the Ephesians 4:11-16 talks about miniseration to fill our jobs and responsibili- young people connect with the work otthis 21st law, stated: “When all is sai

fathers to the children, we then mustering (not just ordained ministers) to theies within the Church.
understand this to be one of the modBody of Christ. “But, speaking the truth

the Church. Unfortunately, we've heardand done, your ability as a leader wi

I count myself blessed to have attendef some cases where our young adulisot be judged by what you achieved pe

important responsibilities entrusted tan love, may grow up in all things into ed the early years of Ambassador Colkave wanted to serve, but they've actusonally or even by what your tear

any group of people.

Him who is the head—Christ—from lege. It was there that | had the opportually been discouraged from serving byaccomplished during your tenure. Yo

Ever since the days of Jesus Christhom thewhole body, joined and knit nity to sit at the feet of Herbert W. someone saying, “that's my responsibilwill be judged by how well your people
and the apostles, God's work has alwaygether by what every joint supplies”Armstrong to hear about his many expeity.” Some young adults may want toand your organization did after you wer

been hindered by a shortage of qualifie¢verses 15-16). riences and to learn how he handle:
workers. As Jesus said: “The harvest tru- many things in the Church. Many
ly is plentiful, but the laborers are few” Your Challenge these experiences were later writte
(Matthew 9:37). Many of us see this as | am asking you to go one step furthehis autobiography.

the need for new donors, coworkersthan most of you have gone. | am chal- Many awinter’s night while | was d

members and even ministers. lenging each of you to follow the exam-ving in the outback of Canada, th

d sgerve, but they're afraid to or lack confi-gone. You will be gauged according t
ofdence to ask if they can help with certhe Law of Legacy. Your lasting value
n itain responsibilities. will be measured by succession.”

If we are to follow the biblical exam-  Maxwell writes this in his bookead-
ri- ple of mentoring the next generation foership Promises for Every Dayon-
esaervice, we need to give these youngerning Moses and Joshua, “Of all tr

God's Church may have entered intgle and precedent God gave the Levitiexamples came back to my mind like geople a chance to show they are a valvonderful ways Moses expressed h
its most critical period in witnessing, cal priesthood. Since many of us arélashback. Without having heard Mr.ued part of the Church, and that we redeadership, the most strategic had to

warning and calling to conversion thoseging, I'd like to remind you of how Armstrong’s experiences, it would haveognize them as our future leaders.

individuals God wants to turn to theimportant itis to think in terms of prepar-been almost impossible for me to m

hearts of the fathers. ing those who may be replacing you andome of the decisions necessary
So, how can you help us? Many ofme as future servants, leaders, deahurch pastor.

you have been in God's Church for 30cons/deaconesses and elders.

40 and 50 years. You have been sound, Can we begin to mentor the next genFinding Future Leaders

solid and faithful members. You haveeration by interacting with the younger In our attempt to identify potent

his training of Joshua. He gave Josh
ake Here in the home office congregationhis time, his insight, a learning environ
asvee have begun to reach out to involvenent, an opportunity to prove himsel
and to train our young adults. Last yeaand a strong belief in his future. Th
we started a Beginner's Sermonetténteraction of Moses and Joshua demc
Class. We invited all the men who wantstrates that reproducing leaders is no
ial ed to learn to give sermonettes. Nauick, simple process. It requires time

been a wonderful support system livingnembers of the Church, by developindeaders and ministers, we have surveygatomises were made to put them in themotional investment and sacrifice.

and serving as examples, servants amdlationships with them, by involving the ministry for names of the leaders irpulpit, but they were given a chance to

leaders. Often we have wanted to sayhem in responsibilities, by teaching andhe local congregations. We have

“When you begin developing the
surgain experience in speaking so that, ihext generation of leaders, recogni:

“Thank you for fulfilling these very mentoring them as Paul told Titus inveyed the ABC instructors to see whiclthey went out into an area where theghat your protégés will need certai

important responsibilities. Keep up theTitus 2:6-8?
good work!”
But your most important work and to “hold fast the pattern of sound wordgyraduates of our Leadership Works|

Not only did Paul admonish Timothy Church. We have followed up with theready.

graduates have potential to serve theould serve in this way, they would bethings:

“1. From themselves: conviction.
hop Twenty-three men volunteered forcourage and obedience

service may still be ahead of you. Camvhich you have heard from me” (2 Tim-program, and we have also surveyed thiis class, and most were under 30 years “2. From their mentor: equipping

Can You Help Us? Some Ideas

Many younger members, young adults and teens would be very happy to help if they knew the needs and fe
to volunteer. Others would be excited to help if they were asked.

But when everything seems to be going smoothly at church and help isn't solicited, it can take more courag
tiative for a young person to volunteer.

What can the senior members do to encourage and welcome more involvement from the younger ones? Wi
do to help mentor the next generation?

Here are some ideas:

* Ask for help, either in person or in an announcement. If you are giving someone a ride every week, or rul
sound system every week, see if there are younger people who would be happy to help or be trained to help.

* Talk about various members’needs. Maybe an elderly or infrmed member’s lawn needs mowed, leaves n
or sidewalks need snow shoveled off them. Ask for help for a work party for home improvement projects such
ing.

* Organize a program to visit elderly people and shut-ins. Encourage younger members to get involved. h
get to know each other and feel comfortable with each other.

* Invite a younger person to come along when you visit brethren who are hospitalized or homebound.

 Work together to give a fatherless child some time and attention.

* Are there computer savvy young people in your area? Let them know how much they are needed! Mayh
they set up a team to help older members with their computer needs.

* Ifayoung person expresses an interest in serving in the Church, suggest he or she ask the pastor what are
could use some help.

* Suggest expanding the committees for socials and fund-raisers to include more younger people.

during the week, not just on the Sabbath.

ing along in God’s Church.

of age. In this year's class we have more “3. From God: vision
than 30 men (of which 13 are ABC stu- “4. From the people: buy-in
dents), and again the men are predomi- “With time, investment and sacrifice
nately under 30 years old. This is only gou will build a legacy of leadership.”
t whlegimeng.
Passing the Baton
e aht@ikaw of Legacy Maxwell is describing the vital
In John Maxwell's bookThe 21 importance of mentoring. You and |
hat reefugtable Laws of Leadershie writes  brethren, are part of a foundational ge
something important for all of us toeration Christ used to preserve His trut
understand at this time in the ChurchWe also have our part in passing tf
nnihgwné21 is the last and perhaps modtaton of truth to our younger people k
important law, “The Law of LegacyA-  our rock solid beliefs and examples.
eed eaki=’s Lasting Value Is Measured by Please also remember the biblic.
asPuadcession” example of the Levites mentoring th
He said: “In 1997, one of the finestyounger generation for their service t
lelptisimass leaders in the world died. Hi&Sod and to the nation of Israel. W
name was Roberto Goizueta, and he wadso have the responsibility of prepa
the chairman and chief executive of théng the next generation for service ar
Coca-Cola Company. Making Coca-leadership in God's Church. Yes, yo
e sOglEtte best company in the world wasan help us by what you are doin
Goizueta’s lifelong quest, one he wagoday and by following the sugges
rasdt thimkaing diligently when he sud- tions in the sidebar, “Can You Helg
denly, unexpectedly died” (page 215). Us? Some Ideas.”
Paine Webber analyst Emanuel Gold- Remember what Christ said, “Pra

* Everyone needs encouragement. Ask for the gift of encouragement and look for ways to use it. Give encourageanesiid that Goizueta “prepared théhe Lord of the harvest to send out labc

company for his not being there as welers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:38).

« Be a friend. Give an ear. Communicate with and invite to your home or out to dinner the younger generationasoamy executive I've ever seen.” How God has His part to do in this proces

did he do it? First, by making the com-and so do we. Can you help®
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“lI Was Happy Where | Was!”

by Bruce Gore “No! Life is great here! Leave me God has called us to a new life—t
alone.” forever—to the Kingdom of God! In
Recently, my son-in-law sent me a Birth—change—is traumatic for a order to participate in it, He says
few pictures of our new granddaughbaby, but what a future it opens. Howrebirth must take place for us. We mu
ter, Sarah Davidson. They were taketimited life would be if she could and be born again, from above—a spiritu
within minutes of her birth. She had adid continue on where she was. birth.
big frown on her face. She appeared Awhole new life has openedto Sarah “Jesus answered and said to hi
very annoyed. Her expression seemetthat she otherwise would never havéMost assuredly, | say to you, unles
to be saying, “I was happy where lenjoyed. Two little brothers couldn’t one is born again, he cannot see t
was! Why didn't you leave me waittokiss herlittle cheeks, and a grandkingdom of God . . . Most assuredly,
alone?” mother couldn’t wait to coo and cuddlesay to you, unless one is born of wat
A day earlier, her life had been perher. Then there’s rope jumping, swing-and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kin
fect. She lay around in a reclining posiing, strawberry ice cream, love, marriagelom of God™ (John 3:3, 5).

swims in a creek that was
a little colder than most.
Some would stand on the
bank hesitant about get-
ting in until finally urged
by others who'd yell,
“Come on in, the water's
fine!” If you haven't,
maybe it's time for you to
jump in—this new life is
great. Many others are
enjoying it.

Of course, this subject

Sarah Davidson soon after birth

tion, suspended in a seemingly weightand motherhood itself! The birthing process requires leav- of being willing to change and accept
less aquatic environment. Food as ing one place behind and moving on tang—perhaps satisfied with their life asing change doesn't end with baptisir
needed, perfect temperature all thResisting Change something new. It's putting the pastit is, yet not knowing how much they We are called to a way of life tha

time—what more could she want? Cer- Our lives can become a lot like anbehind us and stepping into a new lifeare limiting themselves. There is arequires constant change to becon
tainly not the ordeal she had just gonenborn baby. We can get used to andne where the Spirit and Word of Goduture so great that can be ours if we'renore and more like Christ.
through as she was thrust from hecomfortable in our own lifestyle and guide us. For some that can be a littlevilling to reach out and take hold of it.  Sarah’s adapting pretty well to he

wonderful little cocoon! our jobs, and when something new andcary. It's the unknown, the unfamiliar.  “But as it is written: ‘Eye has not new environment. She’s met a lot o
different comes up, we may not want Yet, realize that this present physicakeen, nor ear heard, nor have enteredce people. They're surprisingly
The Trauma of Birth to step into it because it is strange anlife is just as limited as that of an unborrinto the heart of man the things whictresponsive to her wishes and needs
Have you ever thought about thedifferent from what we are used to.  baby compared to what God wants u§od has prepared for those who lovéreating her like the little princess she i
trauma a baby must go through to be People stay in terrible abusive relato experience as His children. Him™ (1 Corinthians 2:9). She's quickly learning what a specie
born? What if a baby could speak andionships because itis all they know. Itis Christ said, “I have come that they little person she is. Already, | don't
reason in the womb? Someone says the familiar, and in their own way theymay have life, and that they may hav¢’Come on in, the Water’s think she wants to go back where st
her, “Well, it's time to go.” have learned to cope with the pain. Theit more abundantly” (John 10:10).Fine!” was! un
“Go? Where? Why?” prefer this to the unknown. They don'tMany whom God is calling to be apart  Years ago, the kids in our communi- Bruce Gore is the regional pastor o
“Don’t you want to leave?” believe things could be so much betterof His family are hesitant, procrastinat-ty used to enjoy Sunday afternoorthe Southeast region.

Metamorphosis: A New Creation s eosuers - siepeesonsinesisssoi it

larva must molt, or shed, its skin'multi-Once there, the caterpillar sheds its I

u \ery hungry caterpillars : creation by-developing the mind andantenna to help them locate food sincple times. Caterpillars mature through akin and forms a chrysalis. Then it mus

becoming beautiful character of God. _ they only have six tiny simple eyes orseries of stages, called instars. Near theait. This pupa stage may last for nin

butterflies illustrate th The butterfly has four stages of life:the lower portion of their head. end of eachiinstar, the larva molts the oltb 12 days, but some species take ma
uttertlies illustrate the egg, larva, pupa and adult. The larva is ‘For us to change, we must eat a diet atkin and the new skin rapidly forms. Themonths to a year.

Change God has called us to. - what we refer to as the caterpillar. OthGod's truth. Like the caterpillar, we alsoprocess is very similar to the way a snake Just like the caterpillar patiently waits
. \ er names for caterpillars include inchdo riot “see” well. Because our nature isheds its skin when its body outgrowsn the chrysalis, we must wait for oul
by Andy McClain 5 - worm, fruit worm, srlkworm or.even totally,against God, He must first drawthe skin. A caterpillar typically sheds itstotal change to occur. Job says that “¢
woolly bear. . Lk us to Him (Romans 8:7-8; John 6:44skin five times during the larval stagethe days of my hard service | will wait
The children’s booKhe Very Hungry ‘Many caterpillars are not very beau-65). God.then convicts us ofour sin andevelopment of butterfly wing patternstill my change comes” (Job 14.14).
Caterpillar colorfully details the life of ftiful. A caterpillar is-a very small creaturegrants us‘repentance (John 16:8; Actsegins by the lastlarval instar.. That waiting can be a challenge. A
a caterpillar as it changes into a beautthat we would probably overlook if we 11:18). Upon repentance, God then for- For us to change, we must take onae try to incorporate God's principles
ful butterfly. We have read this book towere walking through a forest. Many ofgives, us (1 John 1:9-10). Finally, Gochew mirid and shed our former way ofind values within our lives in this evil
our two sons many times. The storyrs might try to squash it or ﬂrck it away gives us the desire tolearn His ways anide. .God tells us quite bluntly that * ‘My world, “we ourselves groan within our-
describes a wonderful process called we did see one. ~+~._ tosubmit our will to H|m  (Philippians_ thoughts are not your thoughts, nor areelves, eagerly waiting for the adoptior
metamorphosis. ; Like this tiny creature, we are not2: A3) s -~ yourways My ways, saysthekp. For ~ the redemption of our body,” as Pat
Webstersdrctronary definesneta- much of and by ourselves either. King Only after we repent and become bayas the heavens are higher than the eartiates in Romans 8:23.
morphosisas “a change of physical David expressed this when he said, “Butized—physical, outward signs of ourso are My ways higher than your ways, We know that “the hour is coming,” as
form, structure, or substance especiallyam a worm, and no man;-a reproach athoice to follow God—can we make theand My thoughts than your thoughts"Jesus Christ said when discussing tI
by supernatural means” or “a strikingmen, and despised by the people” (Psalichoice to serve God through obediencglsaiah 55:8-9). In Ephesians 4:22, weesurrections in John 5:25-29. We loo
alteration in appearance, character or ci22:6). He also said, “What is man thafThen, we begin our lifelong process taare told to “put off concerning the formerforward to this dramatic change that wil
cumstances.” The online encyclopediayou are mindful of him, and the son ofcompletely change ourselves with God'sonversation the old man;, which is corbring about “the revealing of the sons ¢
Wikipediaadds that it “involves signif- man that You visit him?” (Psalm 8:4). help. We become the begotten childrerupt according to the deceitful lusts.” God” (Romans 8:19).
icant change in form as well as growth”  If we continue to verse 5, we learn thabf God through the receipt of God’s When we takein God's Word and  Within the chrysalis, a true miracle
and it “usually accompanies a change dBod. has a design for us. David says;loly Spirit within our mind. apply it in our life, it will help us to be takes place. The caterpillar's mouth par
habitat or of habits.” Through metamor-“For You have made him a little lower ~ As such, we should labor “for the “renewed in the spirit of your mind” and go from being those required for chew
phosis, the caterpillar becomes a totallyhan the angels, and You have crownefibod which endures to everlasting lifetake on the “new man... createdng to the butterfly’s strawlike tongue
new creation. him.with glory and honor.” Rememberwhich the Son of Man will give” (John according to God, in true righteousnessised for sipping nectar from flowers. £
Metamorphosis compares to thehat God said, “Let Us make manin Ou6:26-27). This food can be found inand holiness” (Ephesians 4:23-24).  creepy, crawling insect totally change
process of change that we undergo irmage, according to Our likeness” inGod's truth. Christ says, “lamthe living  God gives us encouragingwords fronin into a beautiful, flying butterfly.
becoming God's begotten children. PauGenesis 1:26. We are to become likéread which came down from heavenisaiah that read, “For as the rain comes Nothing signals the emergence of tr
tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “If anyoneGod in our character and nature. But wé anyone eats of this bread, he will livedown, and the snow from heaven, and dbutterfly from its chrysalis. The chrysalis

is in Christ, he is a new creation; oldneed help.’ i forever; and the bread that | shall give igiot return there; but water the earth, anduddenly cracks open and out comes t
things have passed away; behold, all | : ! My flesh, which | shall give for the life make it bring forth and bud, that it maybutterfly. The tiny, crumpled wings
things have become new.” Eating Machrnes : | of the world” (John 6:51). give seed to the sower and bread to thguickly become full-sized, dry and

He actually uses a term from which Aptly called eating machines, the We partake of this bread by continu-€ater, so shall My word be that goes fortieady for flying within about an hour. A
we get the wordmetamorphosisn  caterpillar's daily agenda is simple: eatjng in our commitment to serve God infrom My mouth; it shall not return to Me once ugly caterpillar has been tran:
Romans 12:2: “And do not be con-eat, avoid being eaten and eat. They haabedience and also by incorporatingoid, but it shall accomplish what | formed into a new creation.
formed to this world, but be transformedperhaps the fastest growth rate of angod's laws into our lives. The Messageplease, and it shall prosper in the thing At Christ's return, we will be miracu-
by the renewing of your mind, that youanimal in the world. A tobacco horn-translation reads, “Here’s how we carfor which | sent it” (Isaiah 55:10-11). lously changed into God's spiritual chil-
may prove what is that good and acceptorm, for example, increases its owrbe sure that we know God in the righGod will help us to make the necessargren (1 Corinthians 15:50-58). Supel
able and perfect will of God.” The word weight 10,000 times in less than 20 daysvay: Keep his commandments. If someehanges to take on His character. naturally, through the power of God’s
transformeds in the Greeknetamor- The monarch increases its mass bgne claims, ‘I know him well’ but does- Holy Spirit, we, like the caterpillar, will
phoo,and it means undergoing a pro-30,000 times as a caterpillar. n't keep his commandments, he's obviWaiting for Change become a new creationn
found transformation. So we also must Caterpillars do not have very goodously a liar. His life doesn’'t match his  When the larva is fully grown, itwill  The author is from the Indianapolis
become completely changed into a newyesight or senses. They rely on theiwords” (1 John 2:3-4). stop feeding and start searching for édiana, congregation.
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Using the Holy Spirit—Smug Security or Creative Risk?

m The Holy Spirit makes with what each accomplished. TheyThe Third Wouldn't Risk God is demanding and unfair. He buriedmprove. When Christ says He woulc
possible the development of went and traded—immediately gotHimself ) ) the money for safekeeping so that ihave been happy with just bank intel

. busy. They applied themselves to their “But the man with the single thou- couldn't be lost. This way he wouldn't est, it indicates He would have been s¢
righteous character. But task. They lost no time. There was worlsand dug a hole and carefully buried hibe accountable for squandering it. Hésfied if the servant had just tried, eve

comfortable Complacency to be done in transforming master's money. was safety minded and showed conceiifiaccomplishing only a little. Instead

can mean a smug security their hearts, attitudes, thinkin IE'- “After a long absence, the for his own protection. He didn’t want this servant elected for safety and smu
X 4 and choices in life. k- 1 master of those three ser-o risk stepping out into an unknowncomfort. The others risked of them
instead of extending oneself. Having made right spirituaj vants came back and settledvhere he might appear foolish or makeelves to make personal change and
The parable of the talents investment choices, they co up with them. The one giv- mistakes. grow.

en five thousand dollars Fear has been at the heart of our
showed him how he had human psyche from the time of AdamCreative Risk
doubled his investment. His and Eve. Yet often the fear of having to “Take the thousand and give it to th
dedicated everything in the master commended him: face the same fears again is enough tme who risked the most. And get rid ¢
life to honor God's calling ana ‘Good work! You did your change the direction in our lives. We catthis ‘play-it-safe’ who won't go out on
Inthe parable of the wise and foolishway of life. They took risks in their per- job well. From now on be my partner.” say today “never again,” which means limb” (verse 28).
virgins, Jesus teaches that we should ksnal lives (time and money) to make “The servant with the two thousandwe do not want to face the same expe- In effect, what Christ is saying is tha
in a state of expectancy for His returrsure they could attend Church serviceshowed how he also had doubled higences, attitudes, penalties or tensionsvhat one will not do, someone else wi
(Matthew 25:1-13). The illustration thatfellowship, help spread the gospel, benaster’s investment. His master comSo we change. end up doing. If we fail to be account
follows, the parable of the talents, showdnvolved in Church activities and growmended him: ‘Good work! You didyour ~ The smallness of his one talent didable for the Holy Spiritin our lives, then
whatwe should be doing while awaiting in Bible study and prayer. job well. From now on be my partner.’ not excuse him from failing to make uset will be given to someone else.
that return. This was their main focus. It had a “The servant given one thousandf it. We will not be called to account  Spiritual progress comes from takini
Christ gave the Holy Spirit at Pente-personal cost. It involved a risk. Theysaid, ‘Master, | know you have high for what we couldn’t do, but for what the risk of struggling to diminish the
cost to make possible spiritual growthwere prepared to pay it. They developedtandards and hate careless ways, thae have received. The third servant isegatives in your human nature, cor
He takes care to provide all the neceghemselves spiritually. From novices ayyou demand the best and make noomfortable with not having lost whatfronting your self-justification, facing
sary tools. He committed to His Churchbaptism, through the Holy Spirit, they allowances for error. | was afraid | mighthe was given. He confesses, though, tdenial and examining your motives ir
authority and gave His truth, laws andvent on to grow and develop. disappoint you, so | found a good hid-burying his talent, of hiding it. Perhapsyour spiritual life.
future promises, plus the invisible The one with the five talents wasing place and secured your money. Herlge expects praise for having kept itin a Growth in developing the fruit of the
Divine power to accomplish spiritual expected to achieve more. He had moré, is, safe and sound down to the lassafe place and that he didn't hazard log4oly Spirit means moving on to a deef
growth. so was expected to accomplish morecent” (Matthew 25:18-25). ing it. er understanding and love for God's la\
The talents are expressed in moneBecause of greater ability, he was The third servantis severely rebuked. But doesn't an attitude of mind (Psalm 119:97-104). It means walkini
tary terms, but refer to spiritual valuesexpected to go to greater pain and trodAhy? Because he hadn't earned a lot @merge here? He fearfully viewedin a deeper relationship with Goc
For our purpose, let's accept a talent dsle in extending himself more. It wasmoney for his employer? No, the paraGod's way as too harsh. Havingthrough meaningful prayer and fasting
a thousand dollars. Christ's rich giftsnot sufficient for him to cruise along inble doesn't say this. It is possible heeceived God's love and forgiveness, he It means exploring an ever-increasin
are, however, purchased in His blood—smug comfort and security. The servantnight have been commended even if hiead assumed life would be easier withhumility and self-assessment (Psal
something far beyond monetary valuewith only two talents was not expectechad gained only a little, providing tha 131:1; Philippians
Christ came as our Savior. Firstfruitto produce beyond what he could. If hdve had sincerely tried. He did not mig 2:3). Itinvolves an
Christians are baptized and receive theid the best he could with what he hadspend or embezzle or squander tl increasing dedica-
Holy Spirit and are to be busy using thait still produced the same percentage—money. He simply hid it. But a hidde tion to be account-
Spirit to grow and transform. double. talent is no good to anybody. able and forgiven
The parable explains the Kingdom of How does the terntreative risk  Isa spiritual talent only for one’s ow for past mis-
God. “It's also like a man going off on apply here? James helps explain it bpersonal benefit and need? That he takes, attitudes
an extended trip. He called his servantsaying: “For if anyone is a hearer of thehe money implies he was aware it wg and motives.
together and delegated responsibilitiedNord and not a doer, he is like a mamot his. Similarly, the Holy Spirit Christ does set
To one he gave five thousand dollars, tstudying his natural face in a mirror. Fotbelongs to God, and He can take it awg «# the high level for
another two thousand, to a third onéne studied himself and went his wayWhen we receive the Holy Spirit, we ar{ | which we are to
thousand, depending on their abilitiesand immediately he forgot what he wastewards of its work in our lives. strive. And that
Then he left” (Matthew 25:14-15, Thelike” (James 1:23-24, Modern KJV). Here in this parable we have two se| involves the fright-
Message paraphrase used throughout). To take creative risk is to open upvants who are busy developing their ta ening task of fac-
By the uniqueness of birth each of usneself to challenges. It sees the self arahts and being successful in spiritug ing up to our-
has different abilities, mental processedetermines to change what is personatievelopment. The third servant remai | selves, of hearing
and physical and spiritual gifts. Thely needed. Few of us are comfortable atpiritually comfortable in the smug| what others say
Holy Spirit influences and provides anstepping into unfamiliar territory. Yet to security of having received the truth an about us, of seeing
unseen power for the spiritual use of ougrow, we sometimes have to be preGod's Spirit, but he doesn't have thg ourselves as others
natural abilities. This spiritual invest- pared to risk our fears. And God's Spirmotivation for any further effort. The see us, of recog-
ment is to be put to good use accordingwill not let us down. It may be uncom-zeal of the others did not rub off tg nizing our pride,
to our individual ability from birth and fortable, it may mean embarrassmeninspire him to any action. our blind spots,
from later training in life. God doesn't feeling awkward, even foolish. The heart of the parable is that wi our irritations, our
place a heavier burden on our shoulders Over the history of God’s Church fewmust strive to produce fruits of the Hol areas of tempta-
than we can bear. He gives us a task, aflus have wanted to confront speakinpirit. The two servants who were suq tion, our fears,

he'ps exp|ain the difference. tinued in that direction. The
sought the Kingdom first, sub#

by Graemme Marshall limated personal desires al

we are to get on with it. in public. It represented a creative risk tacessful risked their spiritual capital tq inadequacies,
As Christians, we all have differentstep up to a lectern and face an audiengeroduce. They stepped out in faith al loneliness and our

opportunities and capacities, disposiBut the risk of doing so paid off. trusted God for the result. The third sel human inability to

tions and personalities. Our situations Some years ago one of the ladies wheant could have done the same, but dié communicate

are notidentical. This shows that Christolunteered to do phoning for the waitn't. Instead he was satisfied with whay take creative risk is to open up oneself to much beyond our
knows us individually—knows our ing room program was afterward terri-he had received; he had the truth, hzchallen es. It sees the self and determines to chande human limitations.
temperaments, our strengths, abilitiesied at what she had let herself in foraccess to the Holy Spirit, had a fellow, hat i ges. f ded f f %I The Holy Spirit
family obligations, personal skills andShe was concerned about how shship—what more was needed? what s personally needed. FeW.O us are comfortable g o, important to
mental skill. No other human knowswould cope with a “No.” She prayed “The master was furious. ‘That's aat Stepping into unfamiliar territory. Yet to grow, We  neglect. The para-
precisely what another's responsibilityabout t. Her first call responded by sayterrible way to live! Its criminal to live Sometimes have to be prepared to risk our fears. And ple of the talents
is. But each is ultimately responsible tdng, “Oh, that would be lovely. Thank cautiously like that! If you knew | wasGod’s Spirit will not let us down. helps us examine if
Christ at the judgment. you.” Her calls thereafter weren't with- after the best, why did you do less tha we live in smug
out some anxiety, but the ice was brothe least? The least you could have doreut effort on his part. His fears reveal aecurity, or if we exercise a creative ris

Two Servants Did Well ken, and she moved on to a higher lewvould have been to invest the sum witlialse notion about God—that if hein developing our spiritual talents. If we

“Right off, the first servant went to el of personal development. the bankers, where at least | would havattempted to develop more, he wouldlo take the risk, the unseen power
work and doubled his master's invest- We risk pain to do what is right. We gotten a little interest” (verses 26-27). also have to answer to being more&Sod will help us—guaranteedn
ment. The second did the same” (versisk pain to confront unsavory things The third servant reveals a fearful responsible. Graemme Marshall pastors the
es 16-17). within ourselves. But from these risksnegative attitude in living as a true Christ's judgmentillustrates that it is Ottawa, Ontario; Montreal, Quebec;

These two servants doubled theike grow, produce and increase our talEhristian. He recognizes that God is hisiot sufficient to just give back what wasand Sussex, New Brunswick, congreg
spiritual capital, and Christ was happyents. master, but he has the frame of mind thagiven, but to make good use of it andions.
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What Made Moses the Meekest Man on Earth?

m Examining between the
lines of Moses' life can have
benefits for our own. How
did this prince turned
shepherd become an
example of humility?

United Church of God, an International Association

ever, were uncomfortable with him. mals. When Moses left Egypt, he had n@bout him. Moses was finally ready, ahindsight. Moses looked back and sa
Josephus records that even the Egyjrtentions of becoming a shepherd. Hage 80. allthe years God worked with him, eve
tians were aware that a “delivererstill believed he was the chosen one. But Can we imagine what was goingthough he wasn'taware of it at times. A
would be raised up and free theastime passed, his illusions of grandetthrough Moses’mind during his journeyan infant Moses'life was saved by a ca
Israelites. Some warned that Moses wasegan to fade. back to Egypt? Surely he thought oing God. Moses'looks, intelligence an
this person, even when Pharaoh’s When Moses looked into the nightmany memories of his family and the joycharisma were given by a gracious Gc
daughter brought Moses beforesky, how much did he think about beingof seeing his brother and learning abouicompare Deuteronomy 8:18).
Pharaoh. From a toddler through adultthe deliverer his parents said he woulthe welfare of his parents and sister. The opportunities given him during
hood, the authorities were not sure whate? When he saw the caravans going ©hills must have run up his spine as hhis first 40 years were orchestrated t
to do with Moses. But God obviously Egypt, how much did Moses think aboutrealized his parents were right. an influential God. The additional 4(
influenced their decisions so His will his family, still slaves? And when Moses  But now, instead of thinking of him- years of final training in the wildernes:
“Who is the lorp that | should would be done. Moses became a greatayed to God, how many of his prayerself as someone important, he really felivas provided by a faithful God. And hi
obey . ..?" the mighty pharaoh askedprince, and partook of all the benefitscentered around his destiny? inadequate. He knew he needed Goihcredible 40-year journey leading Isra¢
Moses in Exodus 5:2. This is the samassociated with royaltyqtiquitiesll, Moses eventually married and raisedhis was not the same Moses who lefio the Promised Land was guided by
question Moses had to ask himself yeai®:7). Indeed, he was raised in a surprisx family. As the months turned intoEgypt 40 years earlier. longsuffering God. Yes, Moses undel
earlier. ing way! years, Moses came to the conclusion that stood that it was by God's grace that |
The calling and conversion of Moses As Moses became more populahe was not going to be great. His pareni& Man of Selfless Devotion became the person he was (1 Corintl
is a remarkable story (especially as wamong the people, the authorities werenust have been wrong. As time passed, It is interesting to note that afterans 15:10).
take some license to fill in the blanks ofmore concerned with him, afraid heMoses became content and accepted Fiscepting God’s commission, whenev-  Like looking at the backside of tapes
the narrative). As the Bible and historymight bring a revolt against the Egypot in life as a humble shepherd (Exodugr God told Moses to do something, théry, Moses at first could not see the pu
show;, incredible honor was given to thigians Antiquitiedl, 11:1). Moses tried to  2:21) (the wordvasis better translated Bible records, “And Moses did as he wapose for all that had happened to hir
man with incredible humility. What please the Egyptians and the Hebrewbecamg commanded.” No more did Moses takébut when the tapestry was turned o
shaped this man’s character, and wh&erhaps he thought when he had more Moses learned a lot during these 4¢hings into his own hands, like killing the he could clearly see the greatness a
made him the meekest man on the eartigdwer, he could free his people. Butears. He learned to be gentle and cataskmaster. Moses learned to followmercy of God in his life. Moses learne
Moses finally reached a crossroads anidg. He learned how to herd sheep, an@od’s lead (Proverbs 3:5-6). that when God is involved, all things
Predestined and Protected had to choose. now God could use him to herd people. Also note that Moses did not have tavork together for good (Romans 8:28
Moses’ mother, Jochebed, may have We are told in Acts 7:23 that GodBut more importantly, Moses learnedkill even one Egyptian when he returnedNow Moses really understood, “Who it
remembered the good times in Egyptorought into remembrance his purposéhat all his knowledge and abilities hadGod took care of all that. the Lord, that | should obey?”
Some reckonings show she may havand so Moses went to visit his peoplenot gotten him wealth and greatness.  Even with all the great miracles done At the end of his life, Moses’ own
been born while her uncle Joseph waét age 40, when he saw a taskmaster Rather, trusting in himself only through him and all the attention giverwords state why he—and all people-

by Tim Groves

still in a high position in Egypt (Num- beating a Hebrew, he deliberatel
bers 26:59). Now, several decades latekilled the Egyptian (Exodus 2:11-12f S8
pregnant with her third child, she and her As recorded in Acts 7:25, MosH
husband, Amram, heard the news fronthought his people would believe th
Pharaoh—all male babies were to b&od was working through him to re;
killea! cue them. But Moses had taken thirf.
The Jewish historian Josephus givemito his own hands and acted ras|
us traditional details he had learned I
Josephus records that Amram prayed
God about this, and an angel appeared
him stating that the child that Jochebe|
was carrying would deliver the Israelitey
from slavery. The angel also said that
would be raised in a surprising way, an|
his name would last as long as the wor
(Antiquities of the JewBook I, 9:3)! ®
When Jochebed went into labor, therpes =5

him, Moses still gave credit to God.should obey God. In Deuteronom
Forty years earlier this might have gon&:39-40 he said, “Therefore know thi
to his head (compare 1 Timothy 3:6)day, and consider it in your heart, th
Even leading 2 million people, Mosesthe Lorp Himself is God in heaven
knew God was their leader, not him.  above and on the earth beneath; thert
This humility carried him far with no other. You shall therefore keep Hi
God. On two separate occasions Gostatutes and His commandments whit
was so aggravated with the Israelites thatcommand you today, that it may g
He offered to destroy them all and startvell with you and with your children
over with Moses. Think 40 years earli-after you, and that you may prolong yot
er. There might have been a completelglays in the land which theokp your
different story written. Would Moses’ God is giving you for all time.”
ego have gotten in the way then? We Moses also said in Deuteronom
know that Moses changed God’s mind31:6, “Be strong and of good courag
What would we have done? do not fear nor be afraid of them; for th
Even when Moses’ authority wasLorbyour God, He is the One who goe
challenged on several occasions, he newith you. He will not leave you nor for-

was little pain, and very few knew sh¢
had deliveredAntiquitiesll, 9:4). For
three months—with total faith in God |
they kept the baby a secret. When thing *

er lashed out, “Do you know who | sake you."

| am!?” No, rather Moses prostrated him-

A it self and let God work it out. At times An Example to Follow

,;.q-g:.': brought trouble and heartache (comMoses even interceded for his accusers Like Moses, God has called us ar
gotto the point that they could no longe: - | pareProverbs 14:12). God had used ci(Numbers 12:1, 13; 16:1-4, 20-22)! Yeshas a plan for us. We can look back a
keep him hid, they demonstrated thelr - cumstances—brought about byMoses took it seriously, caring for thosesee God'’s hand in our lives before w
faith by putting the child totally in God's This act gave Pharaoh the reason hdoses’ choices—to humble him andwhom God put under his care. Mose&new God. We can see God's hand
hands (Hebrews 11:23). needed to get rid of Moses. Moseseach valuable lessons during these 40as never too busy to handle their probsur lives today.

Jochebed’s hands may have beebecame afraid and ran. He left his famiyears. Yes, Moses learned that true gredems. Moses had no selfish ambitions.  Like us, even after his conversior
trembling when she put her infant son iy and his people. Moses became a fugiress comes only from God (Zechariah Moses made mistakes (Numbers 20:
abasket in the Nile, but her faith did notive. 4:6). Why Was Moses Humble? 12), became discouraged (Exodus 17:
waver. God noticed and rewarded her Because of Moses'humility, God wassometimes doubted his calling (Nur
and Amram’s faith by allowing them to Humility Before Honor A Different Moses able to use him powerfully. God usedbers 11:10-15) and even limited Go
get to take care of their son for three Imagine the change. From the plush The humility of Moses was apparentMoses to write the first five books of the(Numbers 11:21-23). But as Mose
years and get paid for it, although slavestomforts of Egypt to the hot desert ofat the burning bush. He said that he waSId Testament. God used Moses aslearned, and we should never forge
God had also blessed Moses with goolflidian. Moses chose God over Egyptnot great, neither in the past nor nowrophet and as a type of Christ. Mose§od will not forsake us.
looks and a gifted mind. No doubt hisand this is how it turned out. Or did it?(Exodus 4:10). But Moses was great imvas shown with Christ and Elijah in the - Knowing all of this should humble us
parents told him what his destiny wasiGod did not immediately intervenethe things he said he wasn't (Acts 7:22)transfiguration. as it humbled Moses. And like Mose:
Even at such a young age, Moses knewhen Moses got in trouble for trying toYet Moses knew that his abilities were God used Moses to lead some 2 milwhen the humility is there, God can d
he was special. help his fellow man. Did Moses think, nothing compared to God. Moses keplion people out of captivity to the powerful things through us—both indi

“Is this what | get for trying to be faith- declining the offer, thinking, “I'm too Promised Land. And God even spoke toidually and collectively.
Moses Must Choose ful and fulfill my calling?” (compare old to be chasing chariots!” And finally Moses face to face as a friend. What hon- As Peter said in 1 Peter 5:6, “There

At age 3 Moses was adopted byHebrews 11:24-25). Moses said he just didn't want to do itor! We know that humility and a deepfore humble yourselves under th
Pharaoh’s daughter. Moses was given But God had not given up on Mosesbeing content at 80 years old just tendrespect for God were a large reason fanighty hand of God, that He may exa
aroyal education. He became great ifle just used the circumstances to coring sheep. this honor given by God (Isaiah 57:15you in due time.” Moses was a shinin
Egypt. Apparently Moses became dinue Moses'training. Consider, fora moment, what Moses'66:2). example of humility. Let's follow in his
general for the Egyptian armaftig- Moses became what the Egyptianseaction might have been 40 years earli- Numbers 12:3 tells us that Moses wafootsteps so that God—the “High an
uitiesll, 10:1). He was a great oratordespised—a shepherd (see Geness His answer may have been, “Yes, letthe meekest person at that time. Thikofty One who inhabits eternity, whost
and had many great deeds (Acts 7:22%6:31-34). Instead of leading mightymake those Egyptians pay for whastatement was made after Moses’ comame is Holy" (Isaiah 57:15)—can exa

Apparently both the Egyptian armies, he was reduced to leading fraghey're doing! I've killed one, let's get version, not before. So where did thisis as well.un
people and the Hebrews likedile sheep. Instead of being a great oratdhe rest!” Moses’ outlook had com- humility come from? Tim Groves is from the Jeffersor
Moses. The Egyptian leaders, howio thousands of people, he talked to anpletely changed. He realized itwasn'tall A lot of Moses’ humility came by Georgia, congregation.

and wealth of Egypt to the
desolate desert of Midian.
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Motivating Yourself to Study the Bible

ans 2:11). His greatest weapons are theead—Matthew 4:4; 6:11) handy and Write your Bible study goals downin cies and the plan of God. You neve
lusts of the flesh, the pride of life and theHe will guide you to His answers anda notebook so you won't forget them know when God may want to use you't
vanity of the mind (Proverbs 16:18;give you understanding (see Job 32:&nd add new ones as needed. Your Biblive an answer to others, so “always t
James 1:14-16; 4:1-10). Satan uses theBsalm 119:97-105, 130; Proverbs 1:1-7study will accomplish much if you have ready to give a defense to everyone wi
tactics to deceive the whole world2:1-11; 3:1,5-7, 19-21). clear, definite objectives when youasks you a reason for the hope that is
because mankind is caught up in the Jesus said, “Most assuredly, | say tdegin. you, with meekness and fear” (1 Pete
quest for selfish, materialistic goals,you, he who believes in Me, the works 3:15).

grasping at the elusive momentary pleahat | do he will do also . . . And what- Plan Your Bible Studies With a little effort and a constant
sures of this life (Revelation 12:9).  everyou askin My name [by His author-  Organize your goals and objectivesawareness of world conditions, you ca

Instead of following after worldly ity to do His will], that I will do, that [for  into related subjects and set up prioritiesnotivate yourself and have the drive t

Do you have to force yourself to studypursuits, follow the admonition of Jesughis purpose] the Father may be glorifiedvith the most important subjects first.succeed. As you realize how badly yo
the Bible? Does your mind wanderChrist. He said, “Therefore take no [anxin the Son. If you ask anything in My Avoid the mistake of the scribes andand this world need God's help ani
because the material is no longer as neiaus] thought, saying, What shall we eathame, | will do it” (John 14:12-14).  Pharisees, who put the little things firsunderstanding, let this stir up the Spir
and exciting to you as it was when Goar, What shall we drink? or, Wherewith- ~ God's Spirit enables us to understan@Vatthew 23:23). that is in you (2 Timothy 2:6-7).
first opened your mind to understandal shall we be clothed? . .. But seek yand keep His Word. Jesus said, Organize your imeSet aside a spe- Remember Satan is out to discourag
Have you set and failed to keep rigidirst the kingdom of God, and his right-“When . . . the Spirit of truth, has comecific period every day to allow yourself you by every means possible (Jam:
schedules to make yourself get in youeousness; and all these things shall H#] will guide you into all truth” (John the opportunity to accomplish the goall:7-10; 1 Peter 5:8-9).

Bible study? How can you renew thatadded unto you” (Matthew 6:31-33,16:13). you have established. Be flexible, of
“first love” for God's Word and work King James Version). The apostle Paul explained, “No onecourse, when you're pinched for time,Meditate on What You Study
(Revelation 2:4)? “God is Spirit, and those who worshipknows [understands] the things of Godand adjust your schedule or adapt your Meditation, an important but often

You can make your Bible study anHim must worship in spirit and truth” [without] the Spirit of God . .. But the study to fit the time—but don't just skip overlooked tool, is one of the mos
interesting and exciting part of your day(John 4:24). Therefore we need the Holyiatural man does not receive the things Bible studies can vary from regularhelpful ways to add new life and mear
but it takes effort and planning. SeverSpiritto understand God's Word and Hisof the Spirit of God, for they are fool- personal studies to occasional family oing to your Bible study. If you can't
basic steps are outlined here to help ygourpose and plan for us (1 Corinthiangshness to him; nor can he know thengroup studies, depending on the subjectdeep, meditate on God's Word and H
make your study of the Bible a scintil-2:9-16). Do as Paul admonished Timobecause they are spiritually discernedand need. will give you sleep (Psalm 127:2), anc
lating and profitable adventure. Trythy, “Therefore | remind you to stir up (1 Corinthians 2:11, 14). “Those who Take notesWhat you learn from a “your sleep will be sweet” (Proverbs
applying these principles in your questhe gift of God which is in you through live according to the flesh set their mindparticular study may be quickly forgot- 3:24).
for knowledge and understanding othe laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy on the things of the flesh, but those whaen if you don't write it down. You can  The Psalms contain these inspirin
God's Word. 1:6). Think spiritually in word, deed and live according to the Spirit, the things ofreview written notes occasionally andwords: “Oh, how | love Your law! It is
in studying the Bible (Proverbs 23:7; 1the Spirit” (Romans 8:5). Ask God to add to them in future studies. Your orgamy meditation all the day. You, througt
Corinthians 10:12; 2 Corinthians 10:5;renew a right Spirit in you as David didnized notes will also be helpful in teach-Your commandments, make me wise
(Psalm 51:10-11). ing your children and others and in writ-than my enemies; for they are ever wit
is my life allabout? Where am | going?” ing articles. You may also want tome. | have more understanding than ¢
Recognize the fleeting vanity and futil-Ask God for Help Set Definite Goals cross-reference your Bible. my teachers: for Your testimonies are m
ity of this life’s pursuits. The book of A second step to profitable Bible The first law of success is to set right God's Word was inspired and writtenmeditation. | understand more than tr
Ecclesiastes has much to say along thestudy is to ask God daily for helpgoals. Solomon wrote, “Where there isaccording to a definite overall plan, butancients, because | keep Your precept
lines. (Hebrews 4:16) before every study perino vision [dream, vision, revelation], thethe knowledge of any particular subjec{fPsalm 119:97-100).

Perhaps you are becoming entangledd—to give you more of His Spirit, people perish” (Proverbs 29:18, KJV).is usually scattered throughout its con- Meditation—concentrated reflective
again in worldly desires, which ourwhich He gives to those who obey Himit's hard to get excited about taking a trigents. So search all the Scriptures for thought and mental dissection of a toy
adversary the devil uses to ensnare arfdcts 5:32), to enable you to believe andf you have no destination in mind. Biblecomplete understanding of a subject anid—can increase your grasp and mer
take us captive (2 Timothy 2:4, 26; lincrease your understanding of Hisstudy is no different. You need definitefor the proper biblical context and meanery of the Bible and how to apply it in
Peter 5:8; 1 John 2:15-16). Satan seek§ord. When you pray, asking God forpurposes, objectives and direction to sting. your daily life. Therefore, “meditate on
to get you in his clutches. We should noanswers and understanding, have yowp your interest if you expect to get any- these things” (Philippians 4:8).
be ignorant of his devices (2 Corinthi-Bible (His Word, which is our daily where. Use Reference Materials

Goals such as the common, “I've got  Various Bible translations, dictionar- Put the Bible Into Practice
. to getin 30 minutes of Bible study evenyjies, word studies, concordances, com- When you have applied the abov
Why Study the B|b|e? day, come what may,” or, “I'm going to mentaries, as well as books on histonprinciples and developed real intere:

read the Bible through once every yearcience and other fields, can give helpand zeal in Bible study, don't forget tc

There are many good reasons. The Bible is a foundation for understandiag be helpful and may produce a medul background information to facilitate act on what you learn!
all knowledge and solving all problems. It's all there: the knowledge of creﬁtiasure of self-discipline, but may do little better biblical insight, if properly used. We are to prove what is acceptable
the purpose of human life, laws for success, the foundations for a right undersome to motivate or spark real interRemember that you should use thersod and then hold fast to it (Ephesiar
standing of the past, present and future, and for understanding all branche=sbénd desire. only to supplement and magnify the5:10; 1 Thessalonians 5:21). God give
true science (see Psalm 119:98-100, 104). Goals need to be challenging and saBible’s meaning. They should nevera good understanding to all those wk
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m With some planning, you
can make your Bible study
more exciting and profitable
and renew your “first love”
for God’s Word.

by Allen Stout

Think in Spiritual Terms
Afirst step is to ask yourself: “What Philippians 4:8).

Do you want wisdom (James 1:5)? The Bible is a book of wisdom and a
of life” to those who live by it (Proverbs 3:18).

Do you want success? The Bible reveals keys for your success. “Thig
of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in i
and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in i
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good sug
(Joshua 1:8).

Do you want a long life? “Length of days and long life and peace the
add to you” (Proverbs 3:2). Plus, “the Holy Scripture. areable to make you
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” For, “All Scriptul
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
rection, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be com
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

We must not take our calling and opportunity to be in the first resurre;
as firstfruits and the Bride of Christ lightly. Salvation and eternal life are
from God (Romans 6:23), but notice the warning in Jesus’ parables, le
become complacent: He said, “Many are called, but few chosen” (Ma

17:14; 19:6-9).

Paul also exhorted, “Therefore we must give the more earnest heed totitwes that do not profit (Colossians 2:8)let familiarity turn you off.

“tisfying, and they should stimulate per+eplace the Bible, which alone is thekeep His commandments (Psalr
sonal growth. They should be practifoundation of all truth and understand-111:10). Jesus said, “Man shall not liv
Baak—seeking answers to basic questioriag (John 17:17). by bread alone, but by every word the
dayd problems of everyday life, and seek- Don't give up if understanding the proceeds from the mouth of God'
. Fag vision into the higher goals and purBible is still difficult. We learn little by (Matthew 4:4).
cepa’es God has for us and for mankindittle if we don't give up and quit. Keep  Bible study will take on a whole new
Why have you been called now? Howyour inspiration up by discussing yourmeaning as you “grow in the grace an
widkn you honor God in your family life Bible studies with others of like mind. knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jest
and on the job? How is God dealing withGod will add to your understanding andChrist” (2 Peter 3:18) and begin to rea
e igou to perfect His character in you7oy if you are in the proper attitude andhe fruits of righteousness. You will be
corHow can you help others? are truly seeking to know and obey Godiving example of what the Bible teaches
pleteAs Paul wrote to Timothy, “Study to and understand how He would have you And as Peter wrote, “Grace an
[show yourself] approved unto God, aserve Him. peace be multiplied to you in the
ctioworkman that needeth not to be Some have allowed themselves t&nowledge of God and of Jesus ot
a géshamed, rightly dividing the word of lose interest after years of reading antlord . . . by which have been given tc
st tgh. But shun profane and vain babstudying the Bible, theBible Study us exceedingly great and preciou
hedlings: for they will increase unto moreCourseand a continuous stream ofpromises, that through these you me

20:1-16; 22:1-14; see also Matthew 13:1-23; 25:11-13; Revelation 14:4¢kgodiiness” (2 Timothy 2:15-16, KJV). booklets and articles Fhe Good News be partakers of the divine nature, ha

And avoid vain, philosophical ques-magazine and other publications. Don’ing escaped the corruption that is in t
world through lust... Therefore,

things we have heard, lest we drift away . . . how shall we escape if we neglat, “The secret things belong to the When you review familiar subjects, brethren, be even more diligent to mak
so great a salvation . . .?" (Hebrews 2:1, 3). Don't let complacency cause yaprp our God, but those things whichseek to make them more relevant oyour call and election sure, for if you
to lose your crown (Revelation 3:11), for the promise is only to those who ovare revealed belong to us and to our chitewrite them in your own words. Try to do these things you will never stumble
come and endure to the end (see Matthew 10:22; 2 Peter 3:11-14; Revelatien forever, that we may do all thegain a deeper understanding of God'§ Peter 1:2, 4, 10)un

2:7,11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 20:6; 21:7). words of this law” (Deuteronomy Word as it applies to you, and learn how The author attends the Portland

Allen Stout| 29:29). current events tie in with Bible prophe-Oregon, congregation.
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Walking in Lockstep

by Robert Berendt

would so the little girl could keep up. tians 2:11, but they did continue to walkknows that even converted people wiltogether if differences are large enoug

There was alesson in what | saw antbgether. Peter writes later about “ouhave to keep on fighting inner flaws. to prevent bridges from being built.

No two people can ever fully agreescenes like it. We know that in order fotbeloved brother Paul”in 2 Peter 3:15.  Itis clear that God makes all the dif-That is why we ought to marry people
on allthings. Thatis just a fact of life—humans to agree, one or the other—or ference. Since we are and always wilvho have many similarities to our-
and a wonderful fact. both—have to give a little. We know Agree to Walk Together be different from one anotherselves. Similar religious views is one

It's like a three-legged race in whichwe need to adjust our demands and our What becomes clear in all thesgmale/female, young/old, sick/healthy,area on which the Bible is adamant (
two people have one leg tied to the legormal habits to make it possible for uexamples is that people do not have toch/poor, etc.), the obvious conclusionCorinthians 7:39).
of the other to become a team. Runnintp agree or fit in with another person. fully agree in everything in order tois that we are simply to agree to walk Verses 10-16 speak about the rest
quickly in that position is difficult. walk together. But they must agree tdogether. One makes up for that whictof differences that make walking
Even when you are good at it, theBridging the Gap walk together—that is the point! Oncemay be lacking or different about thetogether as husband and wife imposs
ankles rub against one another and the Jesus Christ tolerated spiritualyou agree to walk together, you therother. ble. But with continual positive steps
legs hurt. We all walk differently. Our immaturity in His disciples and fol- adjust to one another and accept differ- being taken, almost any relationshif
legs may be different in length. We alsdowers. They had different opinions onences. This is true in marriage, familyFamily Ties can be maintained on a good and soll
have different beliefs, brush our teethvarious things. Matthew 26:6-9 tells oflife, the workplace and in every inter- Husbands and wives ought to havéooting. Marriages are improved once
differently and have habits that arethe disciples wanting to use the monewction between people. the closest relationship we can have abe partners focus on what they reall
unique. Just like our fingerprints orin a different way than Christ did. In We must agree to walk together. Thahumans. We diffenfve la différence like about one another—not the nege
DNA—no two are identical. Matthew 19:13-14 the disciples wants easier said than done, and obviouslyy many ways. We agree to walktives.

Since we cannot agree on all thingsed children kept away from Christ.  there may be a point when thatogether. We promise God that we will In Psalm 133 God promises the
must we conclude that we can never John 6:66 gives us the understandsecomes impossible. That agreemertte kind, loving and respectful in ourblessing of life forevermore to those
walk together? Of course, we know thaing that some decided not to walk withcontains the determination to accepinarriage vows. We say we will cherishwho dwell together in unity.
is not correct. So how are we to underdesus and left Him over a disagreementlifferences that cannot be changed arehd honor one another. Our directions and efforts in life
stand the scripture that asks: “Can twdVe see that sometimes it truly is imposto work toward the common goal of We promise one another that we willought to lean toward narrowing our dif-
walk together, unless they are agreed®ible to walk with one another when webeing like Christ and like God walk faster or slower for each other—ferences, appreciating the strengths «

(Amos 3:3). are not in agreement. It ought to b¢Matthew 5:48). in sickness and in health, in affluenceothers and adjusting our own step
clear that those disagreements would All of us fall far short of the perfect and in poverty. We determine to walkwhen needed—so we can walk togett

Adjusting Our Steps have to be major, because there alwaysay. Yet Jesus Christ and God th@ogether, and we agree to walk together.
Al of our lives we need other people.are disagreements. Father do walk with us (Hebrews 13:5-r in spite of our differences. Once we Let us take a lesson from our chil-

The other day | was walking down a Great lessons were learned and thg). They walk in patience and confi-understand that and accept the otheren as we walk with them. We do no
sidewalk and in front of me was adisciples did change. There were timedence that we will indeed grow to beperson, marriage becomes a delighnind adjusting to their gait. We will
mother and her little girl walking when patience was exhausted due tmore like Them. Sometimes God take¢hat lasts a lifetime. talk in their language. We may begin tc
together. It was obvious that Mom tookthe seeming inability of a person toshorter steps and pauses to wait for Itis true that differences can separatenjoy the slower pace—and, yes, wi
smaller, shorter steps than she usuallghange. Paul confronted Peter in Galass—just like a loving Father. God people. It is true that you cannot walkcan even smell a rose or twon

- - that day was the fact that the assistaatnguish and, mostly, uncertainty ofcamp. | had college. | had a fabulou
Tu rn I ng POI ntS editor had caught the mistake befor¢he future pushed its way over thefoundation for the rest of my life. |
the paper had actually gone to pres@vent’s sacredness and I'm afraid myhanked Him for all these things and
To say that | was a bit distracted afocus that evening wasn't reallythanked Him for showing me that if

by Jeannette Freeman | was, almost two years out of collegework during this time would be accu-much on the meaning of the footwas time to move on. And | did.
with my world falling apart. rate. washing, the wine and the bread, just About six months ago | had anoth

On March 31 | celebrated the 15th At the time | was working nights at  As | was in my boss’ office that day, as my focus at work wasn’t on theer turning point in my life. By then my
anniversary of my baptism. The turn-the Minnesota Daily,the student she asked me if everything was alheadlines. husband Mark and | had been living i
ing point I would like to focus on here newspaper of the University of Min- right in my personal life. My eyes The First Day of Unleavened BreadCincinnati for over a year, Mark hac
occurred four years later. nesota. | alternated evenings as a newgelled up as | told her | was havingwasn’'t much better. That weekly Sabcompleted seven months of ABC an

My father called me one morningeditor and as a copy editor. As a newsome family trouble and as | thoughtpath was the end. | couldn't do thiswe had gotten to know several of th
that spring and asked me if | realizeceditor | was responsible for the final“She wouldn't understand.” You see,anymore. | realized that it was timehome office staff on a personal leve
what was happening in the Church. edit of the newspaper—that it lookedit really was family trouble—not only for me to leave the church | had growrAnd for the first time in over 10 years
did, but I hadn't admitted it to my con- good and was right before it went tomy physical family, but my spiritual up in. | realized that, no matter whatl realized that once again | was whol
scious self. | knew the Church, as press. family as well. | had a lot invested inhad happened in the past, that Goly and undoubtedly loyal to my
knew it, was falling apart. Now, as | mentioned, | knew the my church—I had all my friends from didn’t want me to stay any longer.church. It was and is a good feeling.

I had grown up in the Church. I hadChurch was falling apart, but | hadn’tcollege, all the friends | had grown upAfter that morning service | walked | don’'t know what the next 20 years
attended Sabbath school, taught bgdmitted it to myself. At my job as with, and | had my family—Mom, out, on my way to attend an afternooror so will bring. | hope that Jesu
my mother, before there were YESnews editor | had a fair amount ofDad, sister, aunts, uncles, cousinsservice with a group that would even-Christ will return by then. But if He
lessons. When YES came along, town time as | waited to check othersgrandparents. tually become part of the Uniteddoesn't, | hope my daughter, as sh
memorized the required scripturesvork before it went to press. During  After | got off the phone that day Church of God. pledges her life to God through bag
and | attended classes. When | enteretiat time the subconscious part of myvith my dad | knew the jig was up. | The building Worldwide met in was tism, can look back on her life grow-
YOU, | participated in music talent brain worried over this church prob-couldn’t keep this problem in the backa junior high school and there was ang up in the Church—attending Sab
contests and cheerleading. | attendelém. part of my brain anymore. It waslong hallway lined with lockers as onebath school, going to camp, spendin
SEP in Orr, Minnesota, and also One day | arrived at work to a less-going to have to come to the front anaxited the building. | walked along time with friends who have the sam:
worked on the canoe program there ahan-happy editor-in-chief and one ofbe dealt with. alone, slowly, teary-eyed, as | left thatfaith as she and traveling to the Fea
a high school worker. the few disciplinary actions | have This was a week or two before theday. And | prayed. | thanked God forof Tabernacles.

As my senior year of high schoolever received on the job. You see, | hadpring Holy Days and a time of greatall the things in my life that | had And I hope that as she does she w
approached, | decided that | wouldallowed a misspelled word in a headdebate in my life and many close tcbecause of the Worldwide Church ofappreciate the turning points tha
apply to Ambassador College in Bigline on the front page to go to pressne. | kept my fourth Passover with aGod. brought her thereun
Sandy. | did just that and spent foumnd she was not happy about it. Théess than ideal attitude. | tried to keep | had friends and experiences | Jeannette Freeman is a member i
wonderful years there. And now hereonly thing that probably saved my jobthe service sacred, but the painwouldn't have had otherwise. | hadthe Columbia, Missouri, congregation

all Feastgoers to be housed at one site. Media and Internet: There is now considered before proceeding with such ¢ Peter Hawkins drew the Council’
Arbitration, Reconciliation and  the possibility of the Church being ablesuggestions. attention to the Church’s need fc
Feast Site SelectionDavid Fenney Mediation: Bryan Ellams reported on to accept donations over the Internet by Other business: detailed plans for dealing with disast
reported on behalf of the Nationalbehalf of the Council's ARM Commit- credit or debit card. The committee drew < Bryan Ellams updated the Councilrecovery. This would include being abl
Council's Feast Site Selection Com+ee that the committee is a forum irthe Council’s attention to the possibilitywith the current planning for a Youngto contact and aid members in the e
mittee concerning Feast sites for 200Which complicated issues can beofthe Church’s Web site hosting forumsAdults’ Leadership Weekend, which of an emergency.
and 2008. The Council asked the comaddressed. He read the publicatioand chat rooms (of potential interest tavill likely take place in the summer. The National Council's next meet
mittee to search out and review poterifwelve Rules of Reconciliatiomhich  teenagers and young adults); the Coun- « The annual review of the perfor-ing will be May 21 and the Annua
tially less expensive sites, such as car&as been issued to the members of tho#l considered that personal security anchance of the Council and its officers will General Meeting is set for July 16 ne
van parks, where it may be possible foARM Committee. child protection issues would need to bée considered at the next meeting.  Reading.un

“British Isles,” continued from page 3
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develop these characteristics and that their wayThe “Lord’s Prayer” in Matthew 6 is quotedly held the dolly out of the window. | hit a bumg
was perfectly fine and perhaps even better?  often as the example of how we are to pray. Versa the road, and, wouldn't you know it, the doll
o How useless that would be—they would nevet2 reads, “And forgive us our debts [sins], as wiell to the middle of the street.
D t come close to reaching their full potential afrgive our debtors.” Verses 14 and 15 read, “For When she started crying, | looked in th
lgeS human beings. if you forgive men their trespasses, your heaverearview mirror. Sure enough, | saw the dolly i
Likewise, if we do not act as our Father antyy Father will also forgive you. But if you forgive the middle of the road, and the car behind me v
Lord Jesus Christ do and do not develop their chanen not their trespasses, neither will your Fathefosing in. She cried for her dolly.

acteristics, we will also never come close to reacfergive your trespasses.” My son was beside himself, “Mom, | didn't
ing our true, spiritual potential. Just some food for Another set of scriptures we often quote isnean to. Really, | didn't.”
. thought! called the “Beatitudes” in Matthew 5:3-11. Verse She cried, “l want my dolly!”
Become as Little Cindy Phelps 7 reads, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall In my frustration, | said, “I can’'t go back now
. Cincinnati, Ohio, East congregation obtain mercy.” Ask God in prayer to show yourraffic is too heavy.”
Children how to forgive and show mercy to others. It's not “Then what are we going to do?” my son ask¢
always the easiest thing to do, but it's the godigs he tried to console his sister.

“Assuredly, | say to you, unless you are conA Potato Lesson About principle we have to do in order to become more In my frustration | said the first thing that cam
verted and become as little children, you will like our Father and Jesus Christ. to mind: “Pray about it.” | was not expecting any
no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefé‘; Orglveness Shelby Faith thing to happen really, but the car quieted dow
whoever humbles himself as this little child is the St. Louis, Missouri, congregation In retrospect, probably all six of us, my five chil
greatest in the kingdom Take a potato and write on it the name dren and myself, were praying for that. | onl
heaven” (Matthew 18:3-4) of a person who has offended you, caus- know my prayer, which was that she be contel

We've all heard the com ing you to feel angry, upset, sIanderedGod Answers Small ed and that God give me the wisdom to handle
mand from Jesus Christ embarrassed, belittled, etc. Do this for situation.
become as little childre every person who has done somethlnE rayers Since it was a half hour drive to the store witl
and there are many angl against you that you have never forgiven. out heavy traffic, | soon concentrated on getting

from which to consider thi
instruction.

Recently | was struck b
an insight into this, thank
to my ¥2-year-old daugh-

When you have finished, gather all Several years ago, shopping for the entirand the groceries home before they spoiled in-
your potatoes together and place them imonth’s groceries with my children along coulcheat. When we arrived at home, my older childr
abag. Keep this bag with you at all imesbe quite an ordeal for everyone. grabbed bags to take inside, and my little girl re
Take it to work, take it to lunch and take On one of these grocery trips, one of my dauginside. In less than 15 seconds she came runr
it with you everywhere you go. Have itters brought along her favorite doll. My son, beinggack with the doll in her hands—the same one ti
ter, Cadence. Lately she | with you at home. mischievous, had been teasing her during tted fallen on the street!
very interested in the tel How long will it take you to become entire time at the grocery store. It wasn't mali- In disbelief, | asked, “Is this the same doll?” Al
phone and likes to pretend weary of carrying this burden aroundZious, just out-of-boredom teasing. After dealingf my children nodded.
totalk on it (though her vocabulary is quite small}How long will it take the potatoes to sprout, themvith this frustration in the store, we finally head- My son said, “Mom, | saw it fall on the street!
| was listening in to her conversation, which wentot, fester and smell? ed home. We were all amazed that day, but every tin
something like this, “Hello? Hi! Um hum, yes, Wouldn'tit be great to be free from the weight, Traffic was especially heavy that day for somsomething comes up, | remind my childrer
yes. Bye.” The words and intonation were nearlgtench and constant reminder of hurt feelings, diszason. It was summertime, so we had our wifiRemember the doll? God answers sme
an exact replica of what you might hear me sagppointment, heartache and anger? By hangidgws open. We had to rely on 4/60 air-conditiorprayers.”
ing to one of my friends on the phone. onto things that are unpleasant, we create marey: All four windows down and driving at a brisk Sonia Barthel

How remarkable that a child, without reallyanguish for ourselves. When you forgive somesace. Still teasing his little sister, my son playful- Milwaukee, Wisconsin, congregatior
understanding the purpose, will mimic nearlyne, you free yourself from an oppressive load of
everything his or her parents do. | thought this wagativity. Forgiveness allows you to create pe
an interesting thing to witness and apply to otn your life. QUiZZ Who's My Father?
spiritual lives. Every one of us has been offended or upset

God likewise wants us to mimic Him andsomeone at one time or another. How long hg ~ The wordfatheris used 943 times in the New King James Version. Sometil
develop His character. We may not always fullyve carried around the oppressive heavy burd( details are given about a father, and sometimes he is just a name in a genealc
understand the great purpose that each bit ofdiéveloped hardness of the heart and just didn’t| your hand at identifying the following fathers.
has, but it is necessary that our actions imitatego? It usually doesn't bother the person wh 1. My father was a Levite who had two wives. My mother, his favorite, was
those of our Father to develop holy and righteowsused you to be offended as much as it hurts y tressed because for years she was barren. Peninnah, his other wife, had child
character. to continually be obsessing over the offense. N made life miserable for my mother. In desperation, my mother vowed to God t

In the same line of thinking, it also occurred tdeing forgiving can cause you physical, emotiol He gave her a son, she would dedicate him to the Lord all the days of his life, ar
me, what if babies didn’t mimic their parents?l and spiritual stress. This is a good lesson y he would be a Nazirite. God answered and | was born. (Bonus: What is my na
What if they decided that they didn't need taan teach your children too. __2.Myfather was a ruler of the synagogue, and he came to Jesus pleading
help. 1, his only daughter and a mere 12 years old, lay dying. Then someone ¢
saying, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” Jesus comforted my
saying that if he believed, | would be made well. When He came to our house, [
were already mourning, and ridiculed Him when He told them not to weep. He put
all out. When He said, “Little girl arise,” | did, and my parents were astonished. (a) Jephthah

__ 3. Our father lived in Caesarea, and was one of the original seven deacol
sen by the Church to care for the widows. He also was an evangelist, preaching

Did you ever meet a grandma who didn't have photos of her grandkids h¢ city of Samaria, and he was the one who taught and baptized the Ethiopian e(b) Philip
| remember my wife walking through airports with a canvas bag that had sl¢ My sisters and | didn’'t marry, and we were all prophetesses. (Bonus: How mar

Turning the Hearts . . .
Children’s Children Are a Crown—to
Grandparents!

photos on the outside. Many commented on the pictures of our grandchilc .ﬂ ters did | have?)

Grandparents have a glow on their faces when they think about or speak « L 4 __ 4. My father was a Gileadite, a mighty man of valor, and because he was t(c) Elkanah
grandchildren. Often when | talk with others who are grandparents, | sense thelr of a harlot, his brothers drove him away from home. He went to the land of Tol
love for and the desire to be with their grandchildren as often as possible. gathered a band of raiders to follow him. When Israel was threatened b

Grandparents are a blessing to any family in so many ways. We will explore some of these|oframonites, the elders of Gilead approached him for help, and he came back &d) Manoah
sionally in this column. This time | want to focus on helping lead our grandchildren to be rightequizader. My father vowed that if God would deliver the Ammonites into his hand, v
“Therefore know that thedroyour God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant andlmerhe returned he would offer the first thing that came out of his house to meet hit
cy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments” (Deuterdnont offering. To his distress, |, his daughter and only child, came out to meei(e) Jairus
my 7:9; see also 6:7). Three of those generations involve you as a grandparent and your grandchificholars are not sure of my actual fate—whether | was sacrificed or lived as a
How may we help keep our grandchildren following God? consecrated to God.
1. Our Example.We can, with God’s help, be Christlike in all we do. How we treat our grandchil- __ 5. My father, a Danite, and my mother could not have children. One day an
dren and others will say much about whether our grandkids will follow in God's way. appeared to my mother, announcing that she would at last have a son, and that
2. Our Teaching.Grandparents have so many experiences with life and particularly with the Chriset to drink any alcoholic beverage or eat any unclean thing during her pregne
tian life. We may impart to our grandchildren the wisdom and godliness that we have learned. Itis impas to be a Nazirite. When my mother told my father of this visit, my father, war
tant to teach our grandchildren the godly principles through stories or lessons. Read to them in atavagar for himself, prayed to God to send the man of God again, which He did
that children may understand the wonderful examples of biblical heroes. We can help our grandthile, my father, realizing that he was talking to an angel, feared for their lives. E
dren come to love those who walked with God so they may have godly models to follow. promised, | was born a short time later. My father has a name, but my motheris
3. Our BlessingsWe can show them the principle of giving by bringing presents and doing thingsous. (Bonus: What is my name?)
for them. Giving them books and toys or their favorite meals will show them that there are benefits to Karen Meeker
following godly ways. They will learn that giving brings happiness both to the giver and receiy St. Louis, Missouri, congregation
Remember Proverbs 17:6, “Children’s children are the crown of old men [and women].” Answers. ¢ (1 Samuel 1); 2. e (Luke 8:41-56); 3. b (Acts 6:5; 8:26-30; 21:¢
Gary E. Antion| | 4. a (Judges 11:1-40); 5 d (Judges 13:1-25).

[}




United Church of God, an International Association UnitedNews May 2006 17

lous opportunity that God has offeredan expression of human pride or, as the real world. He needs to know thainmates who are now doing well is

. us (Hebrews 12:1-2, 2:1-3). John 2:16 calls it, “the pride of life.” someone believes in him and underalso helpful.

Resist the Enemy Jay Turner The Bible has much to say about pridestands what he is going through so that Letting him know that you are look-
San Jose, California, congregationJesus Christ calls it an evil that defileie will hang on to his humanity and beng out for his family members is &
Our enemy is relentless. Peter a man (Mark 7:22-23). Proverbs says better person once he is released. wonderful way to foster his connec
warned usin 1 Peter 5:7-8 that we must God hates a proud look (Proverbs Mail time and visitation are the only tions to the real world and helps th
be ever vigilant and resist the attack§s |t QK for a 6:17) and that God will “destroy the bright spots in an otherwise drab andamily members as well. From my owr
of the enemy. Just because we've bee'& " house of the proud” (15:25) brutal life. While most people can't experience | know that it is rewarding
hurt badly and are a much smalle hristian to Be It is interesting that God can beactually visitinmates due to prison regto help someone in prison become
church than we once were does natCool”? cool—cool toward the proud. “Thoughulations and visitation lists, others carperson that society can be proud of.

mean the devil has packed up and ' the Lorp is on high, yet He write. Consistency is important in fos- Marilyn Braley

retired. He will never stop attacking us
until he is locked up for good. His tac- Is it OK for a
tics are well known: distract, discour-Christian to be
age, divide and overwhelm with cool? This ques
despair. And yet, knowing this, we still tion is made dif-
fall for the same temptations. ficult by the fact
One of the devil's tried and true tac-that the term
tics is to get brethren to do his dirtycoolhas come tg
work for him, by enticing us to sow be used as a syl
discord and division in the Church.onym for many
God hates the sowing of division.positive  con-
God's Spirit in us will be peaceablecepts such aj
and patient (1 Corinthians 13; Galagood, confident,
tians 5:22-23). Deeply converted peobeautiful, per-

regards the lowly; but the proudtering connections and hope. The aver- Houston South, Texas.

He knows from afar” (Psalm age inmate gets very few visits and a congregation

138:6). He sees their attitude adetter only about six times a year. In

an abomination (Proverbs 16:5).addition, after having been incarcerat-

God resists the proud but givesed for a year or more, aninmate is ikeShare Your

grace to the humble (James 4:6)ly to find that for the most part he has.l. I

% Obviously coolness that been forgotten by many of his friends | F€ASUIe€S:

f\ comes from pride is not some-and family members. This is very

thing for Christians to adopt in painful and discouraging to aninmate. Do you have any short items of bib

attitude or in manner. We must  Visiting with an inmate, whether by lical wisdom, humor or practical infor-

recognize that the physicalmail orin person, does not mean conmation that you would like to share”

advantages that we may have imloning his wrongs. It is very inspir- Please send them to your local past

this life are only a gift from God. ing to an inmate when someone he iand ask him to forward them tnit-

As the Scripture says: “It is He close to holds him accountable for hisd Newsit the home office. Guidelines

ple do not argue and wrangle over docfect, ingenious, who has made us, and not webehavior by expecting the best of himavailable on request (mike_ben

trine (2 Timothy 2:24-26). stylish or fine. : 8 ourselves” (Psalm 100:3). Dis- Giving him examples of former nett@ucg.org).
Pride revels in being right and win-  But the original, hard-core conceptdain for the weak, the poor, the unat-

ning the argument. Human nature i®f coolness is not such a positive thingtractive or the disenfranchised is sim - y

impatient, but godly love patiently We think of coolness as an expressioply wrong.

waits for God to set the record straighbf the modern personality. We learned Warmth (the expression of God's C h I I d re n S CO r n e r

in His time and in His way. Paulit in school if we are about age 50 ofove, grace and concern) instead

advised us that when we believe a thingounger. Our society is saturated witttoolness, is what God desires in Hi  Hi, kids! Here’s a new section for you. If you or your parents have any (ide

that would cause someone else tthis concept by the entertainmenthildren. Opening our hearts to other or suggestions for this section, let us know. Writetited NewsP.O. Box

stumble, that we must keep it betweeindustry. means having humility instead of 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or e-mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

us and God alone (Romans 14:22).  What is this coolness really? Hard-pride. The Holy Day of Pentecost is coming up June 4. On this special day this
We need to focus on the big pic-core coolness is an expression of feel- Susan Herrmann | the Church of God will b&,975 years oldThe Church started on the Day|of

ture—God’s Kingdom—and not being self-confident and superior to oth- Canton, Ohio, congregation| Pentecost talked about in Acts chapter 2.

distracted from our true calling toers. It's hallmark is a mildly expressed Here is a word search and a connect the dots about Pentecost. You tal

focus on minutiae. Don't fall into the disdain for others who do not share more about Pentecost in the bookdeld’s Holy Day PlanHave fun!

trap of obsessing about some issuemne’s “superior” traits. This disdain is For | \Was in

and falling short in the weightier mat-expressed by withholding attention,~ .
ters (as the Pharisees did). Don't bé&riendliness or warmth, hence to bePrison and You Pentecost Word Search

distracted by the world and its prob-‘cool.” Visited Me

lems (1 John 2:15; 2 Timothy 2:4). Let  This attitude is based on a feeling 15
worldly people deal with worldly prob- that a person is superior because he or AMHOLYDAY >,(14 1T DE QP U
lems (Matthew 8:22). she has more money, is sexier or in Godiscallingsomeinprison.lfyour; T B C Q T N U O C M O SiE S P
Don't be pulled into causes, contro-some way physically superior inpastor mentions that there are prospeg » . .
versies or crusades to the detriment afppearance, has the “right” clothes, listive members in prison inyourareg F J | C H A**M W Z**H U*C G L N E
your true calling. Paul urged us totens to the “right” music or rubs shoul-what can you do to help? Talk with you
focus on our true calling, casting allders with the “right” people. pastor and consider these ideas. I MX P11 ET E.IZO I'J GREDN
else aside, and to not neglect the fabu- Spiritually, this type of coolness is  Aninmate needstobeconnectedi{F | R E B lewD E O S Z RvE AeS T
TBUT ONSKMAPOSTLE
. . )
Question and_ Answer: Doesn'’t Colossians 2:14-15 Say the Y WSEHARSBEUOD K, C
Law Was Nailed to the Cross? MOGRGCHURC CHNTWYUO

Many have asked about Colossians 2:14-15 and the “handwriting of ordinances that was against us” (King I FI RS TFRUI TSE QS
Version), which Paul said Christ nailed to the cross.

The Greek expression translated “handwriting of ordinancediégographon tois dogmasin. Cheirographon PTRJUDHOLYSPI RI T
refers to “a hand-written document, specif. a certificate of indebtedness” and can be translated as “account| | o3 o8 @
of debts” BDAG Lexicol So Colossians 2:14 means that the sacrificial death of Christ “cancelled the record ¢ IO E TS EVRAHFEZT MO
debts"—the death penalty of our si&éek-English Lexicon Based on Semantic Domains B NWALVTESTI L KQWR

The Revised Standard Version helps make the meaning clear: “having canceled the bond which stood ag
with its legal demands; this he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” Likening the “handwriting of ordinances” to s DG:OETNLPSEEDLI NG
thing comparable in our modern justice system, it would be the formal written order of a deathsentencejal7 y S E R P A E P R | E X P R |
presentation and weighing of all evidence against us.

Thatis, Colossians 2:14 speaks of our death warrant, issued for spiritual crimes (sin, or breakingthelawo B E C O M M A N D M E N T S | N,
God commutes the death sentence when a person repents of sin and seeks His forgiveness. Paul’'s wordjn ° VTALDNI KT 6

matic characterization of the benefit of Christ’s sacrifice. Christ’s sacrifice effectively nails the “death warrant” UusPIl RI
ing our name and the sins we committed to His cross, taking the death penalty on Himself. Forgiveness is m
a pardon, for the penalty for our spiritual crimes wasn't merely set aside. It was paid in full by Christ's death WORD LIST: APOSTLE, CHURCH, COMMANDMENTS,
Imagine a court official hammering the certified copy of an execution order with your name on it onto the | FEAST, FIFTY, FIRE, FIRSTFRUITS, HOLY DAY,
upon which the Romans crucified Jesus—which was splattered with His life’s blood—to show that you do hg HOLY SPIRIT, MOSES, PENTECOST, PETER, REPENT,
to die for your spiritual crime. That's the striking illustration Paul presented in Colossians 2:14. TONGUES, WEEKS
Those who would have us believe that it refers to the cancellation of God's law violently misrepresent Payl's BONUS WORDS (backwards or diagonal): COUNT, HARVEST,
erful teaching analogy. Again, likening it to our modern justice system, their characterization would be like s{ | aw, POWER
that commuting the death sentence of a criminal ended all laws against crime. The lack of common sense
ous. . :
Our bookletsThe Ten CommandmermisdSunset to Sunset: God's Sabbath Reptain in clear language ho CONNECT-THE-DOTS: After doing _the vv_ord search, you may
the law is applicable and necessary in the everyday life of the Christian. You can find them online at the it &Nt to connect the numbered dots in a different color to reveal a
library of our Web site at www.ucg.org. j picture. Afterward you can color the picture orange. Clue: Acts 2:3.
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Preteen Camps—More Than Just Great Fun!

All parents in God's Church have thethem with their fellow campers. We of the best themed camp food eveshowers are also located in the main July 31 to Aug. 3, 2006

same goal—to lead our children towardwill have a “Talent Show” one evening offered! lodge so campers will not have to walk Age Range: 6 to 12

understanding and embracing the trutburing the camp. It is a multiple-day, The camp is a multiple-day, residento an outside bathroom. Fees: Camper, $80 ($70 for thirc
of God. Some of the best ways to daesident camp with excellent facilitiescamp. Campers will stay in the air- and fourth camper from the same fan
this are by introducing them to youngand is fully staffed to care for the needgsonditioned group lodge with severalCamp UCanDo (Day Camp) ily). Note: Cancellations after July 1.
people their own age of like mind, get-of our young campers. selected counselors, while the remain- United Church of God, 850 N. Bluff 2006, may be subject to a $40 cance
ting them involved together in fun ing staff are housed in the beautifuRoad, Greenwood, Indiana lation fee. Teen and adult staff fee:
activities and focusing their teachingd_ewistown Preteen Camp park cabins exactly 1 mile from the July 11 to 13, 2006 $20.

on God's way of life. Grubb's Church Picnic Grove, Mt. group lodge. Each lodge and cabin has Age Range: 5 to 12 Contact Information:

Camp is a terrific place to achievePleasant Mills, Pennsylvania attached bathroom facilities. Fees: Camper, $25 ($20 for each Thomas Clark
these goals! Camp is not just for teens! June 25 to 28, 2006 Camp Tomahawk i additional child  P.O. Box 12322, Wichita, KS 67277

If you have children ages 6 to 12 years Age Range: 5 to 12 divided into two age cat; from the same (316) 773-3917

of age, you can find this experience in Fees: Camper/staff/parent: $20 eackgories for activity pur- family; $50 E-mail: thomas_clark@ucg.org
one of the many UCG preteen camps Contact Information: poses, ages 6 to 8 al maximum per  Application Deadline: June 10
listed below. Renita Brummett ages 9t0 12. family). Staff, no ~ Description: The park is located

“We have many preteen camps orga- 115 Lake Road, Beavertown, PA Because
nized by dedicated volunteers whosé 7813
main goal is to help our children con- (570) 837-0134
nect with God, His truth and His E-mail: renita@ethanjacobscott.col
Church,” said Dave Myers, national Application Deadline: May 15
preteen camp liaison for the Church.  Local Web  Site  Address:
“There are many children in small,www.ucgnet.org/lewistown
isolated church areas who want to meet Description: The Lewistown Pre-
others like them. It was extremelyteen Camp gives our children the
rewarding to go to the Feast this yeaopportunity to get closer to nature an(
and watch all these children from camygsod. The facility we hold our camp at
hugging and reuniting with one anoth-has a full kitchen and a large paviliol
er,” said Shari Fooshe, director of Camgior serving meals. Our campers “roug
Tomahawk in Camden, Tennessee. it," sleeping in tents and spending mog

space charge about 14 miles west of Bartlesville
Contact Oklahoma, about an hour north o
8 |nformation: Tulsa, Oklahoma, and two hours fron
Diana White  either Joplin, Missouri, or Wichita,
324 Wales Kansas. The park includes a crysti
Court, Green- clear river flowing over the natural
wood, IN 46142 rock base, a man-made fishing lake
(317) 884-3416 swimming pool and recreational facil-
E-mail: bdkjwhite@hotmail.com ities. Deer and wild turkeys are al
Application Deadline: May 22 over the park and are seen on a da
Local Web Site Address: basis.
www.ucgindy.org Camp Osage Hills offers a fully
Description: Our activities include  staffed three-day resident camp prc
arts and crafts, Christian Living, pho-gram. The campers are grouped t
Camp may be one of the most imporef their time outdoors. tography, nature, home economicsages into dorms staffed with both :
tant things we can do for our youth. A Many families have come to the science, outdoor games, water dayounselor and assistant counselc
recent survey found that the averageamp together to enjoy the relaxingCamp Tomahawk is very limited for team building and sign languageActivities include swimming, fishing,
age children decide to stay in God'satmosphere that comes with the outhoth staff and campers, we may not b®ownload your camper and/or staffcanoeing, field games, arts and craf
Church is approximately 9 years of agedoors and fellowship with others of theable to accept all applicants. Pleaseapplication from our local Web site.  and daily Christian Living classes.
With that in mind, we need to do all wesame belief. Parents are more than wekpply early, as special consideration Because this is a day camp, camper We also provide one off-camp trig
can to establish a strong base for ourome to come, even if they have chilwill be given to those who possess spdamilies must arrange their own housto Woolarock, the expansive forme
children before they ever reach theidren that are not of camper age, withtific skills that are needed at camping in the area. Check out our Web sitestate of oilman Frank Phillips. This
teen years. the understanding that they would bélease visit our Web site at www.ucgfor information on nearby campingtrip includes a drive through a gam:
Each of our preteen camps offers aesponsible for them. nashville.org for additional informa- facilities and hotel information or con- preserve with both native and Africar
wide variety of activities and events, but Each year we have a camp themdion. tact the director for suggestions. game animals, a 19th-century “Moun
some of the things you might find Last year we covered the life of Ruth. tain Man” camp staffed by men in
include Christian Living classes, swim-This year’s lessons in the morning willCamp Ironwood Springs Great Lakes Region period costumes, a petting zoo and
ming, kickball, softball, leatherworks, be about the story of Hannah, SamudiNorth Central Regional Preteen Camp large museum featuring western ar
arts and crafts, hayrides, music, danc@nd possibly Saul. The last evening oPreteen Camp) Camp Buckeye, 10055 Camp Roadartifacts and cultural history of Native
novelty Olympics, treasure hunts,camp the children perform a play com- Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch,NW, Beach City, Ohio Americans and Western Americal
movie night, fishing, hiking and much plete with costumes and songs writteiRt. 1, Stewartville, Minnesota July 30 to Aug. 2, 2006 history.
more. just for the play. July 25 to 28, 2006 Age Range: 6 to 12 We encourage parents and grandpi
Both overnight camps and day Throughout the day the children Age Range: 6to 12 Fees: Camper, $65; $50 for eactents to apply to work on staff, as wella
camps are being offered in 2006. have crafts, sports, nature class and Fees: Special family pricing: first additional child from the same family. teens and young adults with a desire
If you would like more information swimming. camper, $120; second, $100; third, $80Adult staff, $20. Teen staff, $30. serve the youth in the Church. Sta:
about these camps or would like to family maximum, $325. Teen staff: Contact Information: should plan to arrive on site by 2 p.n
serve in one of the many needed are@3amp Tomahawk $80. Adult staff: no charge. Scholar- Gary and Peggy Summers (assistatan Sunday.
at a preteen camp, please visit our Web Nathan Bedford Forrest State Parkships available for those financially indirectors)
site at www.ucg.org/youthcamps/pre-Eva, Tennessee need. 6215 Bayside St. NW, Canton, OHNorthwest Region Preteen
teen/ or contact the individuals listed July 23 to 27, 2006 Contact Information: 44718 Camp
below: Age Range: 6o 12 Steve and Kathe Myers (330) 499-4736 Camp Davidson, 31051 SW Sutle
Fees: Campers: $110 ($10 discount 25897 655th St., Kasson, MN 55944 E-mail: p_summers@ameritech.net.ake Road, Sisters, Oregon
Houston Regional Preteen applied to fee if paid by May 15); staff, (507) 634-6363 Application Deadline: June 15 July 30 to Aug. 2, 2006
Camp $60 ($10 discount applied to fee if paid E-mail: steve_myers@ucg.org Local Web Site Address: AgeRange:6to 12
The Arrow Retreat Center, 18993by May 15) Application Deadline: June 26 www.ucgakron.org Fees: Camper, $100; adult staff, n
Ferne Drive, Porter, Texas Contact Information: Local Web Site Address: www.ucg-  Description: Dave and Pam Myers charge
May 28 to 31, 2006 Shari Fooshe calm.org will be the directors. Activities will  Contact Information:
Age Range: 7 to 12 1286 Walnut Grove Road, Dickson, Description: Camp Ironwood include swimming, fishing, leather-  John Cafourek
Fees: Camper, $200 per child; staffTN 37055 Springs takes place in a spectacular outvorks, arts and crafts, field games, a 720 Van Buren Dr., Salem, OR
no charge (615) 740-7915 door setting in southeastern Minnesotavalk in a waterfall, campfires and 97304
Contact Information: E-mail: THREEMMOM@juno.com The camp is about 90 miles south of thgames! Be sure to download your (503)587-7053
Elisa Hees/Christine Whitley Application Deadline: May 15 Twin Cities, and just 15 miles west ofapplication ~ packet today at E-mail:john_cafourek@ucg.org
P.O. Box 813, Montgomery, TX  Local Web Site Address: www.ucg- Rochester, Minnesota, off I-90. www.ucgakron.org. It contains all the  Application Deadline: June 15
77356 nashville.org Ironwood Springs offers a variety ofinformation you need about camp. Description: Davidson Preteen
(936) 672-6746 Description: Located on beautiful children’s activities including Christian ~ We would also like to remind the Camp runs simultaneously with the
E-mail: a-especialties@charter.netkentucky Lake, Camp TomahawkLiving, horseback riding, crafts, field teens and adults that we cannot ruteen camp for the Northwest Regior
cwhitley@ev1.net offers many exciting activities includ- games, court games, swimming, hikcamp without your volunteer service Activites include Christian Living
Application Deadline: May 15 ing Christian Living, swimming with ing/exploring, obstacle courses, musicStaff application packets are also availelasses, archery, swimming, canoein
Description: The Houston congre- lazy river ride, leatherworks, athlet-wagon rides, camp fires, sing-alongsble from the Web site listed aboveand paddleboats, tubing behind a s
gations are pleased to sponsor a prete@s/sports, arts and crafts, reptile anénd novelty Olympics. The girls’ and Staff positions will be limited, so be boat, zip line challenge course, spor
camp featuring activities such as swimewl program, hike, puppet show, non-boys’ dorms are located in the mairsure to get your application in early! decathlon, music, arts and crafts, cam
ming, arts and crafts, sports, Christiarcontact dance class and much more. Wedge and are air-conditioned. Each fire and miniature golf.
education, fishing, etc. New this yearalso take pride in our themed dinnerglorm will be grouped by age and will Camp Osage Hills Last year we had 72 campers and :
the campers will have the opportunity(dress in your favorite themed outfit forhave an adult counselor and cocoun- Osage Hills State Park, HC 73, Boxstaff. This coming year will be our fifth
to showcase their talents and shareur costume contest) and sample songelor staying with the campers. The84, Pawhuska, Oklahoma year to have the preteen camp

Camp Tomahawk
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developed by the Charlotte church ovefilled with a variety of desserts tologued and shipped more than 70 to

o
iz g P

. the past 10 years. sample. of medical supplies and equipmer

Houston Says Bay Area Auctions Accompanist Helen Meek was pre- A special activity was added this yearworth more than $1 million to the

sented with a crystal piano-shaped teen arts and crafts exhibit gave thékrainian clinic [the Revival Center of

Farewell to the Cakes for music box as a token of appreciation foreens an opportunity to showcase theMedical Social Rehabilitation of Dis-
i her service to the congregation. A sliddandiwork. There were 11 teens particabled Children].”

Franks SChO'&I‘ShIpS show and picture albums were also digpating, with a total of 25 entries. After  Soon after the article came out, Rota

played, showing events of the past 10iewing the art display, it was time to sitians began contacting Mr. Kubik. “Peo
The Sabbath of Jan. 14 brought On Jan. 21, 2006, the Oakland, Sagears. Everyone took lots of pictures talown and get comfortable for a won-ple from all over the world are contact

smiles and tears to the overflow crowdlose and Santa Rosa, California, corshare as we look forward to our nexterful variety show. ing me about the story abou
at the Houston, Texas, North congregregations held an Italian potluck dinneanniversary celebration! Ed Smith once again emceed th€hernobyl,” he said. The article can b
gation’s Broze Hall. It was the last Saband cake auction. Cakes were baked by Marti Springer  evening. The show kicked off with afound on Rotary's Web page a
bath of Jim and Sharron Franks' p; local brethren. The live- vocal solo done by Dave Evans, “Govww.rotary.org/newsroom/fea-
torate in the Houston area. The Fral ly cake auction was . There With You.” Then “New Orleans tures/0604_tr_chernobyl.html.

were moving on to the home office organized to contribute Fort Smith Jazz" was played on the piano by Gar-

to the LifeNets Devel-
oping Nations Scholar- Celebrates 40th

ship Fund. This is the Annlversary
second year a cake auc-

tion has been conduct-
ed to raise money fora On Feb. 12, 1966, 115 from far ang
worthy cause. near gathered at the Fort Smit
Arkansas, Holiday Inn to establish ou|
Church of God congregation. On Fef
25,2006, pastor Roger West conductd
combined services of the Wester
Arkansas congregations of Fort Smitl
Bentonville and Mena to celebrate th
Fort Smith 40th anniversary, with 88 i
attendance.

Cincinnati to take on the task of opg
ation manager for Ministerial Se
vices.

The emotional services included
pieces of special music, “Shout to =
Lord,” performed by the teen choir al
directed by Gina Whitley, and “God H
With You 'til We Meet Again,”
performed by the adult choir a
directed by Ivor Mitchell ang
accompanied by Barbara Hay
on the piano.

Mr. Franks gave the serm¢
titted “Farewell Addresses” al
mentioned his family ha

rett Fenchel. Such skits as “The Silly
Houston Hosts

Teen Show

Feb. 18 marked the third annual Tee
Entertainment Night for the Houstor
area. This highly anticipated Sabbat
included not only an evening of enter
tainment for the congregation, but als
allowed teens to serve in the capacitit
of parking lot duty, door greeting, son¢
leading, special music, ushering an
refreshments throughout the day.

The evening began with a catere

received “so many blessings here Fred Crow and his daughter Tracy Of these, six had been present at tiBiana and her dad, Dave Evans, meal of lasagna, garlic bread, salad ai
in Houston.” Among the statistics Mr. ogaz lead the bidding on a cake in  first service 40 years ago: Vendor Barsing “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” ~ homemade desserts—all of whicl
Franks spoke of were his giving of over, penefit auction in the San rett, Doice Hedge, Sybil Shaw, Mary(photo by Janet Treadway) were organized and prepared by t
1,000 sermons, conducting about 1,000;acisco Bay Area (photos by Satterfield, Marie Wann and Bob Hedge. teens.
Bible studies, performing 52 weddingsarnan Canas) Those present 40 years ago but unabletalk,” “Secret Agent Man” and “It's  This year's teen show took on the
66 funerals and logging over a million attend because of health or other reasoMy Party” kept us in stitches. theme of “50 Years of Music” to coin-
miles driving since arriving in Houston ~ Auctioneer and San Jose elder Frediere Albert Barrett, Lizzie McClung, —There were several dance numbergide with the congregation’s 50tt
in July 1987. Crow led several spirited bidding warsLeola Johnson, William and Imogenemore vocals, piano solos, instrumentaanniversary. The young people pel
The Houston North congregationthat helped produce a total of $3,762Bingaman. duets, guitar and banjo music and mucformed musical numbers, skits an

has grown to over 400 people comThe money will be used to help young Previous pastors include John Elliottmore. Dave Evans and his daughter Bridances to represent each decade, beg
pared to 275 in 1995, Mr. Franks saidadults in the Church in Latin AmericaChuck Zimmerman and Ozzie Engel-ana performed the full version of “Take
Mr. Franks spoke of the toughness irand Africa attend college or university.bart. Me Out to the Ball Game,” which fe
the Houston congregations during that Mark Rorem had heard before.
“tumultuous” period in the Church. When the evening was over, we ha
Some of the passages Mr. Franks read heard 26 different acts. The congreg
were Joshua 23:1-6, Acts 20:17-38Charlotte tion presented Ed and Angie Smith wit
Ezekiel 22:30, Romans 8:22-23 angC a bouquet of flowers for all their worl
Nehemiah 13. Mr. Franks said, “Ther elebrates 10th in putting the show together.
is no second-class citizen inthe Churcm\nniversary Janet Treadway
of God.”

Mr. Franks also reminisced over
humorous, sad and frightening moments On Jan. 21, 2006, brethren in Cha
shared in his family’s tenure in Houstonlotte, North Carolina, celebrated the con-

One of the 30 acts Houston teens put

MiniSter Featu red on (photo by Sharon VanSchuyver)

Mr. Franks ended his remarks by readgregation’s 10th anniversary. Afternoor\%ﬁégfl El;: ;rrteimggi cn;eﬂq ezeg;:: Mary in Rotarian ning with the 1950s through the pre
ing from a letter by Herbert Armstrong services were followed by a potluck SUPS - terfield Syt;il Shaw. Mari e‘ M ag azine sent. Applause and laughter filled th

dated Dec. 12,1958. He encouraged thger. The centerpiece of the desserts Wivann and Bob Hedge hall for two hours as the show includ
congregation to continue to stand firma cake with the UCG seal. 9 ed the Rat Pack, the Beatles, Elvi
on our belief in this way of life, giving  Anevening of reminiscingwas ledby The speakers at the anniversary ser- Victor Kubik, pastor of the Lafayette Marilyn Monroe, Sonny and Cher, ZZ
our full support to the new pastor, Jimour pastor, David Mills, who began thevice had both been present at the first sesnd Terre Haute, Indiana, congregationgop and more.
Servidio, and to keep striving for God'sCharlotte congregation as an extensiovice. Vendor Barrett gave the history ofand a member of the Council of Elders, A daring dance team led off with the
Kingdom. of the Asheboro congregation, whichthe Fort Smith congregation in a serwas featured in the April 2006 issue oftroll and followed up with small seg-
Following the sermon Mr. Fran monette titled “Why Are You RotarianmagazineRotariangoesto 1.3 ments of dances from each decad
made it a point to say good-bye to e Here?" Bob Hedge gave the sermillion Rotarians in 33,000 clubs in including the hand jive, the twist, the “ca
member of the 400-plus-member cq | || mon, titled “The Seven Faithful more than 100 countries. wash,” the hustle and the macarena. T
gregation. Many stayed for the Fran(g e Sayings.” The article, “Champion for Cher- skitteam included acts frarhove Lucy,

“Going Away” reception later thg Services were followed by a nobyl,” highlighted Mr. Kubik'sworkto  The Gong Showand a spoof of com-
evening. We then sent the Frankd potluck meal with a giant help the children mercial favorite, “Where’s the Beef?”
Ohio with bellies full of good ol Texal ] anniversary cake. affected by the fallouiEmEmemsmm—y Many audience members agreed th
BBQ and with a memorable renditig ™ L Bob Hedge from the nuclear reacii this was the best show ever.
of the Soggy Bottom Boys’ “Man O’ Charlotte, North Carolina, tor explosion 20 years It seemed to hold appeal for al
Sorrows” performed by Koehler Pow- congregation poses during 10th . . ago in his native audience members, young and ol
ell, Robert Zamora and James Followelhnniversary celebration (photo by CiNciNnati East IUléraine. Thig kwork |EC|L%di”|9 tPehoF;]enin? (rj1u31bl<|ar an
Sr. Nancy Hollowa . . ed Mr. Kubik to | the finale (which included all cast
As the group expressed during the Y Y) DISp|ayS Vanety found the LifeNets| members), the entire show encon
show after dinner, we hope this is not atarted the previous spring. Members charity a decade ago passed 30 acts. Special recognitic
permanent good-bye but merely a temwere invited to share their comments Cincinnati East, Ohio, hosted its As the article| goes to Sharon VanSchuyver (coo

porary relocation until they “Come Backabout the growth of the congregationannual variety show March 18. Theexplains, “With no dinator) and David Buchanan.
to Texas.” Everyone agreed that friendliness, unitevening began with a wonderfulmarketing, Kubik and his growing Sharon VanSchuyver anc
Peter M. Gabriel and Liz Ryan and working together are strengthgotluck, including a dessert tablegroup of volunteers collected, cata- Peter M. Gabriel
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focus was on others and the work of Thankfully, as has been stated in preworking for the
God” vious updates, all of the brethren surChurch in the 1960
After receiving generous donationsvived. It has been inspiring to withessand later develop
from UCG members (and nonmem-God’s people as they keep the perspeig businesses i
bers), the UCG Good Works Program aive of the bigger picture through thisPhoenix, Arizona
well as the LifeNets charitable organizaongoing hardship. They realize thaHe moved to th
tion contributed large amounts of fundgougher times are ahead for mankind prikansas City are
to assist God's people here. The amouratr to Jesus Christ’s return, but regardlessight  years ag
The Houston North, Texas, Silverexpended thus far helping 52 brethrenf their physical circumstances, GodAlong with his
Ambassadors had an Italian dinner ofapproximately one third of the people inwill see them through. work with his local The combined Miami/West Palm
Saturday night, Feb. 25. At least 50our three congregations) has totaled just The financial needs of several of theeommunity, he states he is a“stay-at-Beach Florida. vouna adults’ club
brethren enjoyed an evening full of foodpver $48,500 ($36,250 from Goodbrethren in the area are ongoing as thdyome mom” taking care of his daugh- ' »young
fun and fellowship. The meal includedWorks and $12,250 from LifeNets).  rebuild. Ten members’ homes experiter. Charles, along with his son, Ryanadults’ club, and it proved to be a gre:
lasagna, salad, bread sticks and an arraylmmediately after Katrina, funds enced flood damage—five of them areand daughter, Kelsey, attend in Kansasuccess. Special thanks go to Jus
of desserts. Fred Sodergren, Trish Mamwere used to get essential supplies ttill living in FEMA trailers or other City. Church members were surprisedRivers and Kim Carreiro for coordinat:
shall, Alice Jewell and Lois Pedenmembers, give emergency financial aidemporary housing until either theirto hear about his project, as he neveng the event.
served the group from the kitchen.  and assist with evacuation costs. Subskomes are repaired or until they purboasts about his successes.
Those who stayed after the dinneguently, the money has been used for éhase/rent other housing. Gregory Sargent
enjoyed several rounds of bingo and ottwariety of purposes, including tree However, as a result of the abundant
er games. There was a lot of excitemememovals and stump grinding; roof,outpouring of financial support from
and plenty of yelling going on. Our flooring, drywall and structural repairs God's people around the world, the8(0-Year-Old He|ps
newest senior, pastor Jim Servidio, finaland/or replacement; appliance, furnitureneeds of God’s people here continue t .
ly won a round before calling it a night.and clothing replacement; relocatiorbe met. | am reminded of Paul's prais.(fsa-ve LIVGS, Then
When all the prizes had been won andosts; and financial assistance due to lo&r the churchesin MacedoniaforasimLeadS Song S
bingo ended, several more went homéncome. ilar deed (2 Corinthians 8:1-7). The Gulf
leaving just two tables of game players. A portion of the LifeNets aid was ded- South congregations thank you. The Huntsville, Alabama, congrega
One table played taboo and the othdcated for the purpose of enabling our  Andy Burnett, pastor of the Coving- Jan. 21 was a most unusual Sabbation said a tearful good-bye to Rick an
played several rounds of hand and footembers to, in turn, directly assist oth- ton and New Orleans, Louisiana, andfor elder Joseph Moulton of Ottawa,Angela Beam on Dec. 31. Mr. Beam ha
Frank Jewell was the bingo caller forers in their respective communities.  Laurel, Mississippi, congregations Ontario. The morning started with a sudpastored the Huntsville congregatio
the evening. Wylie and Trish MarshallBrethren used this money to house and den snowstorm (not so unusual) but asince 1993, and jointly pastored Cleve
organized the games and took picturefeed displaced family members and he and his wife, Mary, traveled on theland, Tennessee, and Huntsville sinc
for the evening. strangers in their homes, provide bedlJCG Member’s freeway, they came upon a stopped cd995. He also pastored the Florenc
ding supplies to evacuees living in aP and people flagging them to stop. Off theGadsden and Birmingham, Alabamé
makeshift tent city in Chalmette, f0p053-| Passes road, almost out of view, was a vehiclecongregations for short periods of tim
Louisiana, and purchase househol i i upside down in the Nation River. while also pastoring Huntsville.
items for several families who Iost(!State LeQISIatlon Two people were inside the car, win-  The Beams' faithfulness to God an
everything when their homes were dows down, the front doors jammedHis truth was a great stabilizing factor t
flooded to the rooftops. Charles Johnson, a UCG member ifrom the crushed roof. The two insidethe congregation at a time when thel
The brethren faced some incrediblé¢he Kansas City, Kansas, congregatiorwere just keeping their heads above theas great uncertainty. Mr. Beam’s wis
circumstances. There are too many stéearned recently that the developmerfreezing water. One rescuer was in watetom combined with his shining exampl
ries to tell, but here are a few of the highplan he and his committee proposed tt his waist while Mr. Moulton assistedof humility, patience and great “people
Eight months after Hurricane Katrinalights. the Kansas legislature passed both houss-water to his knees. skills” were also a tremendous benefi
cut its devastating path through south- Chris Rogillio and her 86-year-old es with only one dissenting vote. Mr.  They pulled the 60-year-old man outand these qualities were only surpass
eastern Louisiana and southern Missidather, John Baggett, of the Covington,Johnson, a member of the Miami Counthrough the back door. However, theby his complete devotion to God an
sippi, United brethren are continuingLouisiana, congregation, along withty Economic Development Board inlady driver was in a more difficult posi- God's people.
efforts to rebuild and make repairs. InChris’two daughters and their children Osawatomie, Kansas, brainstormed antion. They had to ask her to take a deep The Beams have moved on to Pad
some areas of the Gulf South, namelgpent over a day trapped in the attic afpearheaded the project. breath and go under the water in order toah, Kentucky, and are now serving
certain parts of New Orleans ap< their home in Slidell  TheOsawatomie Graphicewspaper be pulled out.
outlying pockets to the eaf waiting for the flood-  reported that the work on the proposal Both escaped safely. Mr. and Mrg
rebuilding is slow and, in ma waterstorecede.  beganin earnestayear ago. A task forddoulton then continued on to church
neighborhoods, seemingly nong Dorothy Lewis, a worked with engineers to come up withwhere he was to lead songs that Sabbg
member in the New acomprehensive proposal outlining howso an 80-year-old helped rescue tw
Orleans congrega- the community could develop business®young” 60-year-olds and then led
tion, was evacuated es and housing in the area, whicthymns in trousers wet to his knees!
from New Orleans includes 4,500 acres. FromUnited News Canada
by helicopter after being stranded on a The proposal is based on developing
rooftop for several hours. “mini-enterprise zones,” which the plan .
Donna Jones returned to her home isays would include “anywhere fromSouth Florida
Holly Beach, western Louisiana, to findseveral hundred to several thousan% .
only her lawn mower and bathtub.acres” established by “clusters of eco- oung Adults Raise
Everything else, including her housenomically progressive communities.” i
had been swept out to sea. With FEMAThe zones would be close to othe;$2’700 for Malawi
and Good Works funds, she was able tenterprise areas and could be served by
purchase and furnish a small, modest community’s
home farther inland. infrastructure. A
A fourth lady, Linda Bergeron (age percentage of 38
83), had her home flooded in Chalmetteacres surplus lan
Even though she had been provided wittvithin  the city

Houston North
Seniors Enjoy
Italian Dinner

Roy Demarest

Huntsville Says
Good-Bye to the
Beams

Kitra Roe

Elders Report on
Those Affected by
Hurricane Katrina

Rick and Angela Beam open gifts in
Huntsville (photo by Rhonda Beam)

Paducah and the Poplar Bluff and Cay
Girardeau, Missouri, congregations.
The Beams were presented with gift
and many personal notes of thank
On the evening of March 25, theCatherine Cole organized a forme
young adults’ club of the West Palmgoing away “tea,” and Faye Boston als
Beach and Miami, Florida, congrega-made a beautiful cake for the occasio
tions conducted an auction to raise funds Nancy Morgan
for the LifeNets Malawi Chizeni Clinic.

Linda Bergeron, 83, has lived in a
“tent city” since Hurricane Katrina.
Though she could relocate, she

says she’ll remain as long as her
neighbors are there. She remains

Members from West Palm Beach ar|
Miami donated items to be sold in th
istent. In other regions, life is gettingso she could assist people in need. auction. Many of the items were mad
back to normal. Many brethren “rode it out” in their ing from  bio- by the members and illustrated some

Vic and Beverly Kubik visited the homes, because they were far enougdtience research to public-serviceheir unique talents. Baby quilts, wing
brethren in the New Orleans, Louisianainland to be unaffected by floodwatersfacilities. and cheese baskets, drawings and flo|
area Feb. 25, and saw firsthand the deWhey watched and prayed while trees Mr. Johnson, Osawatomie Economiarrangements were just a few of th
astation caused by Katrina last Augustcrashed on and through their home®evelopment Committee member Loistems made by the members.

“We were moved by their positive andNathan and Violet Sanders lost 40 tree¥oung and Miami County Economic  Mike Moore proved to be an excel
courageous spirit,” Mr. Kubik said. in their one-acre yard, pulling several offDevelopment Director Sandy Allison lent auctioneer as he was able to s
“Several have had damage to homes artideir roof. make up the Eastern Kansas Economivery item that was donated. When
some still live in trailers as their homes Tom and Sandy Letellier watched asnitiative committee, which developedwas all over, more than $2,700 had be
are being repaired. Their spirit and faittL 70-mile-an-hour winds drove horizon-the proposal. raised.
is second to none. While they had gontal rain through the walls of their log cab- Charles Johnson has been a mem- This was the first project to be spor
through suffering themselves, theirin home. ber of God’s Church for over 30 yearssored by our newly formed young

a FEMA trailer at her home, she insistlimits would be
ed on continuing to reside in a tent cityreserved to devel

op industry, rar]g-CharIes Johnson

positive and giving

Local Church Updates: If your
congregation’s news and events are
rarely covered itUnited Newswhy
not check with your pastor and write
something for him to send in? Welre
looking for 100- to 300-word articles
and photographs with captions. Pleast
include a self-addressed envelope if
you would like photos returne
Include the author’'s and photogr.
er's names and your phone number
Please double-check the spelling of
names. Pleasemail (preferred) or
give the material to your local pas:
tor to forward toUnited News
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Announcements

Births congregation are thrilled to announcepleased to announce the joyous mar- From the moment they met, it was [
the birth of David Thomas Hauck.riage of their children, Sabrina Fayebeautiful thing. They knew someda r
Jesse and Lisa (Essex) Velasquez &favid was born three weeks early orRobinson and Carl Calvin Koester.they'd hear wedding bells ring! Lora;
the Garden Grove, California, congre+eb. 20, 2006, weighing 6 pounds 13The wedding was held on Jan. 150pal Wenzel and Chad Aaron Mortie /
gation are thrilled to announce the birttounces and was 20 inches long. Bi@006, at the McMinnville Grand Ball- are pleased to announce that they we
brother and sister are a tremendoumom in McMinnville, Oregon. The united in marriage on Dec. 17, 2005, i
help and are loving their new brothersister of the bride, Jamie Robinso
David is welcomed by grandparentsvas the maid of honor, and Gleni !
Tom and Pam Vreeland and Bill andKoester, the brother of the groom, wa|
Helen Hauck, along with many auntsthe best man. Other attendants inclu
uncles and cousins. ed Monica Morales, Debbie Werner|
Jake Neiffer and Brian Wineland.
David and Carolina Clark of the Gar-
den Grove, California, congregation ari
very happy to announce the birth of twi
girls, Karen Lee and Kathleen Sophi
Clark on March 1, 2006. Karen weigheq
4 pounds 8 ounces and measured 1
inches and Kathleen weighed 5 poung

Melanie and Stephen Tuck

Arizona, and attend the Phoenix Ea
congregation.

Jerry Wayne Wright and Frankie Let
Unzicker were married on Feb. 2€
2006. They reside in Neosho, Missour

Chavonne Lauren Velasquez Lora and Chad Mortier

of their first child, daughter Chavonn
Lauren. Chavonne was born on Nov. 1
2005, in Murrieta, California, weighing
7 pounds 13 ounces and measuring Mortier and Lora is the daughter o
inches long. Proud grandparents a Leonard and Kathryn Hatter. The coupl
Alfredo and Esther Velasquez of Nor: Carl currently attends OSU as amow reside in Fond du Lac, Wisconsi
walk, California, and Larry and Gayle engineering graduate student and Sabend attend the Oshkosh, Wisconsin, col
Essex of Percival, lowa. naworks as a marketing coordinator fogregation.

RE/MAX 2000 in Corvallis, Oregon.

Samuel Jorgensen was born on NoB ounces and mesured 18 inches long. Richard and Teeka Glasgow of Gal
4, 2005, weighing 7 pounds 13 ounce3he twins are the first two grandhildren Roger and Grace DeVenny ofland, Texas, and Dennis and Pau
and measuring 20 inches long. He is thfor Ada Velazco of Lima, Peru, and theSwoope, Virginia, and Daniel and KarenHughes of Arp, Texas, are delighted t
first child of Dan Jorgensen and Nancysixth and seventh grandchildren ofLovegrove of Churchville, Virginia, announce the union of their children|
Roland and Dianne Clark of Valley Cen-would like to announce the union of theirChelsea Brianna Glasgow and Eri~

Brillion, Wisconsin. The ceremony waq
performed by Michael Hanisko.
Chad is the son of Donn and Alicq

Carl and Sabrina Koester

Karen Lee and Kathleen Sophia
Clark

Jerry and Frankie Wright

ter, California. families by the marriage of Matthew Christopher Hughes. They were wed ¢
Alan DeVenny to Amanda Danielle Dec. 18, 2005. Chelsea’s bridesmaidand attend the Joplin, Missouri, congre
John and Lisa (Browning) McKinney Lovegrove on July 17, 2005. included Kristina Joyner, Laura Richey,gation.

of the Portsmouth, Ohio, congregation The wedding took place at sunsg
are very pleased to announce the arrivainder a gazebo facing the mountains
of their first child, Seth Thomas. Seththe Shenandoah Valley. Mark Winne
was born on Feb. 10, 2006, weighing performed the ceremony at Matthew’
pounds 13 ounces and measuring 21childhood home. It started out cloud
inches long. and misted through the ceremony, ai
Seth was joyfully welcomed to the afterwards became a downpour. The
the clouds opened up, and the last ra
of the setting sun gave us a rainbow.
Danielle’s maid of honor was Tashg
Harner, a childhood best friend. Bethan|

Anniversaries

The Columbia, Maryland, congrega
tion recognized Wayne and Jean Dig
gins for 50 years of marriage on the
wedding anniversary, Feb. 25, 2006.

Their example of commitment was
cited in the sermonette delivered by or
of their “godly offspring.” Fourteen
members of the family attended the se
vice with Wayne and Jean, including
some of their children, grandchildrer
and great-grandchildren.

- They have been members of th

Chelsea and Eric Hughes Church since 1968 and have six chi
Brandy Damour and Alissa Hughesgdren, 12 grandchildren and three gree
Eric’'s groomsmen included Andy and
Sam Hughes, Dan Richey and Justi
Glasgow. The couple have made the
home in Richardson, Texas.

Samuel Jorgensen

Binos-Jorgensen of the Boise, Idah
congregation.

Samuel is the 10th grandchild of
Robert and Susan Jorgensen of the Boi ’
congregation and the 28th grandchild 4
Eduardo and Alicia Binos of the Bagui -

City, Philippines, congregation.

Mike, Sarah (Vreeland), Joshua an
Katie Hauck of the Chicago, lllinois,

Seth Thomas McKinney

family by very proud first-time grand- Dan and Barbara Anderson o
parents Wally and Sharon Browning o Phoenix, Arizona, and Jim and Joal
Vancouver, Washington, and Wanda an Tuck of Brentwood, California, would
Tom McKinney of Vanceburg, Kentucky. Morris, a dear friend of the bride, andlike to announce the marriage of thei
Aunts Esther and Cindy McKinney andSarah Jo DeVenny, a new sister, werehildren, Melanie Leah Anderson ang
Uncles Matt McKinney and David bridesmaids. Matthew's best man wa$tephen Michael Tuck.
Browning are extremely taken with theChris Stewart from Michigan. Samuel The wedding took place on Dec. 23
new member of the family, who hasLewis Cook II, Matthew’s brother, was 2005, under warm sunny skies in Cha

Danielle and Matthew DeVenny

everyone wrapped around his little fingera groomsman. dler, Arizona, with nearly 200 in atten- oo
A special mention is given to Colleendance. The groom’s father, Jim Tuck ~ Jéan and Wayne Diggins
. Winner, Jami Cook and Elisha Ken-performed the ceremony. grandchildren. Everyone enjoyed cak
Weddmg S nebeck for their assistance in the prepa- Bridesmaids included Jodi Coxand ice cream after the service.
rations for the wedding. (Anderson), Paola Atallat and Meredith

Tim and Brenda Robinson of The couple now resides in Fairfax,Black; and the groomsmen were Shaun Ron and Loretta (Haines) Wood:
Salem, Oregon, and Bruce and Sandyirginia, and attends the Columbia,Tuck, John Anderson and Jonathatridge of the Wichita, Kansas, congre
David Thomas Hauck Koester of Portland, Oregon, areMaryland, United Church of God. Tuck. The couple reside in Queen Creelgation, celebrated their 50th weddin
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anniversary Dec. 19, 2005. Their chil-82. He was one of the early students diVisconsin and five children, Susan andbrethren. One thing that Fred longed for She always spoke of how meaningft
dren and grandchildren hosted a recegymbassador College in Pasadena, CaBrenda, who live in Ohio, and Karl, Peg-was a family relationship that he founcher first Feast was to her. Soon afte
tion in their honor Dec. 18, which wasifornia. In 1953 he became a member afy and Edith and their spouses who livén the Church. He told several of theattending it with her daughter and granc
attended by many of their friends andhe faculty, becoming registrar, head ofn Texas; three grandsons, a grandsrethren the Sabbath was definitely thehildren, she was completely healed «

family despite very wintry weather. Thethe admissions committee and a teacheaughter and a great-grandson.
Woodbridges were also honored by thef German, astronomy and geology at

high point of the week for him. We all chronic asthma.
miss him greatly and look forwardtothe She is survived by a daughtel

congregation with flowers for their the Pasadena campustill 1972. Mr. Herr- Fred D. DeMaestri, 47, died Dec. 6,time when we will see him again in theDolores, and four grandchildren who ar

anniversary and cake and punch at theann was the editor of the Ambassadd005, during a work-related incident agesurrection.

January potluck and Bible study.

spouses: Kristy and Kent Foraker, Dorthe then Radio Church of God to senavas with us.
and Nancy Woodbridge, Kathy and Curbut The Plain Truthand other corre-
Schellenger, Karen and Dave Fergerspondence.

Church members living in Ocala. Shei

College yearbookhe Envoyn the ear-  a truck driver. Fred was a dear friend to A special memorial service was heldalso survived by five other grandchil

Ron and Loretta were high schooly years of the college, and he also wasany in the Spokane, Washingtonin honor of Fred on Dec. 10 by thedren, several great-grandchildren ar
sweethearts and were married Dec. 19, pioneering programmer for the earlyfCoeur d’Alene, Idaho, congregationSpokane/Coeur d’Alene congregation.
1955. They have six children and theipunch card addressing system used twyho got to know him in the short time heMark Mickelson conducted the memo-

rial services and said that it was one of
Fred was born May 12, 1958, inthe hardest memorial services he has had
Detroit, Michigan, to Donald and Mary to give. You can get the services by going
In 1972 Mr. Herrmann was trans-Lillian (Chiochety) DeMaestri. After to UCG-Spokane.org, click on “Sermon
ferred to the Big Sandy, Texas, aregraduating in 1976 from Stevensorand Bible Study Archives,” then scroll
where he and his family have lived sincdigh School in Livonia, Michigan, he down to “Sting of Death,” Dec. 10, 2005.
that time. He contributed to variousworked in the Lavonia area for several Survivors include his mother, Mary

teaching needs during the summer pro-
grams in Pasadena as well as at the B
Sandy campus until the campus close|
He was born on adairy farmina Ge
man-speaking community in the Colb
Wisconsin, area in 1924. His parent
were children of German immigrants
and he spoke German as a child.

Mr. Herrmann first hear@he World
Tomorrowprogram while he was work-
ing as afarmhand in Nebraska. He dro\
Tom and Susan Woodbridge, and Romeut to Pasadena in 1948 thinking that,
da and David Garden. They have alstr. Armstrong was telling the truth, “It
been blessed to havel5 grandchildrewould be worthwhile to go out and|
and three great-grandchildren. check this man out” He ended ug

The Woodbridges were called intoenrolling in Ambassador as the only nev.

Loretta and Ron Woodbridge

Fred D. DeMaestri

Lillian DeMaestri of Livonia; brothers,
Darin DeMaestri of Fullerton, Califor-
nia, and Randy DeMaestri of Taylors,
South Carolina; sisters, Donna Minor o
Yorba Linda, California, and Nina
Hildebrandt of Detroit. Fred's father many nephews and nieces. A memori
died in 1999. service was held for her on the Sabba
of March 4. Richard Thompson offici-

Berneice Fuller, a member of theated at the service and grandson Ch
Ocala, Florida, United congregation,Westrick gave the eulogy.
died Feb. 24, 2006. She was 96.

Berneice, or Grandma Fuller as she Laura Thompson, 81, died March 3
was affectionately called, was a mem2006, in Brookings, South Dakota, afte
ber of God’s Church for 22 years.an extended battle with congestive het
Eleven of those years were spent in thiilure. Mrs. Thompson was baptized il
Tampa, Florida, congregation. She alsd973, and was a member of the UCC

Berneice Fuller

God's Church in 1971 and Ron wasstudent to arrive in time for the begin-years as cement finisher and truck driattended in Lakeland and briefly inWatertown, South Dakota, congrege

ordained as an elder in 1993. ning of the second year of the collegeyer. In the winter of 1982-83 Fred

until he was joined by brothers Ray-moved to Alaska and worked for severattending.
mond and Marion McNair. One of hisal years as a truck driver on the North

Ocala untilill health prevented her fromtion.
Mrs. Thompson was preceded il

Obituaries earliest memories of Mr. Armstrong wasSlope before moving to Spokane i
being taken grocery shopping by him2003 where he worked at another tru

David A. Goodrich, 73, died Feb. 24,when he first arrived in Pasadena.  driving job until his death.

2006, at his home in Berwick, Maine, In 1952 Mr. Herrmann married an What drew Fred to the Church al
after along battle with two types of lym-Ambassador coed who was from thetarted about five years ago when h
phoma. mother was in a doctor’s waiting roo

He was the eldest of four siblings, one day. There she foun@aod News
born July 23, 1932, to Marion M. and magazine. Mrs. DeMaestri liked th
Wilmer W. Goodrich. His two brothers magazine and sent subscription cards|
and his sister predeceased him, as did each of her sons and daughters. Fred
second child, Israel. still working on the North Slope whe

He was baptized in 1968, a third-gel he received his card and sent it in. Aft
eration member of God's Church, as wa this Fred started receiving the magazi
his sister. and some tapes from the Church.

He lived on his farm in Berwick all of Fred's friends remember when he fir
his life, mastering many skills in the Yan attended the Spokane/Coeur d’Ale
kee tradition. He was a truck driver fol servicesin his blue jeans abotty®ars
some time and became a mastq ago. He also started listening to local st
mechanic, repairing automobiles as we mon tapes, which he would take witl
as heavy equipment. He was know| him when he went back to work in Alas
locally as a talented gunsmith. He wa ka. As God was drawing Fred closer ar]
also a logger and even built his hom. closer to the Church, he knew he woul
from wood harvested from his propertyLittle Rock area of Arkansas, Elisehave to quit his job to keep the Sabbat

He s survived by his wife of 36 years,Bernard (who died in 1997). After the conclusion of his job in Alas-
June Chase Goodrich; three daughters, Mr. Herrmann wrote many articles forka, Fred moved to Spokane permaner
Esther Puffer and her husband, Adanthe earlyPlain TruthandGood News ly and attended services regularly. Fre
of Berwick; Garnet Tritt and her hus-issues including articles about creationvas baptized in February of 2004. Fre
band, Don, of Naples, Florida; and Sunand God's sacred calendar. His 196Was inquisitive about the Bible andg
shine Goodrich of Berwick; a devotedmaster of arts thesis was titled “Calendaasked many questions. He was col
son, Seth, also of Berwick; many niecesind Eclipse Interrelationships.” cerned about making the right choic|
and nephews and cousins; and one aunt,Kenneth  Herrmann’s  interests,according to God's law.

Ethel McMullen, who is a member in besides astronomy and geology, covered It did not take long for Fred to
the Portsmouth, New Hampshire, cona wide field including mathematics, lin- befriend the entire congregation and f
gregation. guistics, ancient history and genealogyight in. He was always there to help st

David was a constant inspirationHe enjoyed camping, hiking and harcup and take down. There was never|
through his many years of dedicategbhysical work—a reflection of his farm dull moment with Fred. He had a mag
attendance at Sabbath services arzhckground. netic personality, and his enthusiasm
through his years of dealing with his He was known as an interesting conserve God stirred up the congregatio|
cancer. He will be greatly missed andrersationalist who enjoyed teasing peoFred had a tender heart and everybo
lovingly embraced when we see hinrple with ideas in order to get them tdoved him. He had neighbors who love:
again in that great resurrection. think outside the box. His employeesim also; even the kids called him Uncl

remember him as a good boss and dfred.

Kenneth C. Herrmann died March 23gasy man to work for. During the week he looked forward
2006, in Richardson, Texas, atthe age of He is survived by three siblings into the Sabbath and meeting with th

Kenneth C. Herrmann

Tribute: Irene
Schnippert

Irene Schnippert, wife of deceased
elder Bernard W. Schnippert, died
peacefully on May 22, 2005. She]
was born on Aug. 15, 1921, the third
child of Amelia and William Welch. [
She grew up in several towns in &
small perimeter in the Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, area, including Mt.
Lebanon, where she later raised hg
family.

In addition to her studies at Mt. SRS
Lebanon High, she completed a cef—t——=
tificate in cosmetology and received ¢ Irene Schnippert
beautician’s license. Her brother Dave
remembers that growing up she waBernie celebrated their 50th wedding
“awfully pretty.” In addition to playing anniversary.
the piano, she enjoyed roller-skating Most of all she is remembered
and riding motorcycles! homemaker and family person. Irene

She continued this adventurous lifevas never employed after marriage,
when she met Bernard Francisut for many years she gave perma-
Schnippert at the airport, where henents to relatives and Church friends.
took her for a ride in his Piper Cub, aShe enjoyed baking more than cogk-
small, single-engine airplane populaing, making delicious pies of evel
at the time. She married her soldierariety and the most mouth-watering
sweetheart on March 22, 1943, in a&cream puffs. After the children le
simple planned elopement. home, Irene learned to sew, making

She spent nine difficult monthsnearly all of her clothes. She always
thinking herself a widow when thoroughly enjoyed cleaning and kept
Bernard was a prisoner of war inthe home to a standard of perfection.
Europe. After his release, they built aHer role of helpmeet to her husband
home in Mt. Lebanon and had twowas a pleasure for her.
children, Karen Irene and Bernard At his death in October 1998, some
William. Later on, she and her husbanaf the light seemed to go out of her lifie,
were baptized into the Church of Godand her health declined. She is survivec

For years Irene assisted with foodby her daughter, Karen, of Glendora,
preparation and service for Spokes€alifornia; son, Bernard, of Bend, Ore-
man’s Clubs and potlucks. She lategon; brother, Dave; six grandchildren;
helped her husband perfect his semnd three great-grandchildren.
monettes by listening and giving con- Karen |. Lavaty and Bernard W.
structive criticism. In 1993 she and Schnippert
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death by her parents, her beloved hugms
band Glen, seven brothers and siste -
and one grandchild. She is survived b

belonged to the United Church of Godden Lake, Idaho, with pastor Mark
and was baptized in 1988. He workedWickelson officiating.

1 with the Youth Opportunities United |
six children, 11 grandchildren and eight = %= group years ago, and twice a year the Bion Munson Baker passed away at
great-grandchildren. 1.-',‘"-_ Y.0.U. cleaned up along the highwayhome Feb. 4, 2006, at the age of 83. He

She was born Dec. 16, 1924, inf = Onthose times Eddie and his wife, Tinywas born in Saginaw, Michigan. He was
Chicago, lllinois, to Antonio and Vin- | " 2 took their motor home and cookedthe eldest son of Asa and Lela Baker. He
cenza Di Domenico. She was marrie ui".t__ ) breakfast for the group. Eddie rememserved his country during World War |1
and had four children in Chicago. Inf = : bered those as special times. as an airplane mechanic and later
1965 Laura married Glen and moved t¢ Eddie was preceded in death by hifecame a salesman. He was baptized in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, with her four| & parents and brothers John and Carl. Sut955 and attended Church of God con-
children. There they were blessed witl vivors include his wife, Tiny, at home in gregations in Grand Rapids, Flint and
two more children. Post Falls; sons Ron, Mark, Stacy andlansing, Michigan.

Laura and Glen were active in the Surviving are his wife of 40 years,
Church and community. They enjoyed Alvera Louise (Walker) Baker; son people (some for years) to and fror
entertaining the brethren and provideavith an unwavering conviction. Her Aaron (and Lori Carignan) Baker of church services, as well as being &
thousands of meals for friends and reldarge family and many friends gathere DeWitt, Michigan; and daughter Sharorenthusiastic song leader, giving sel
tives over the years. Always proud of heto pay their respects at her funeral o (and David) Fitch of Lansing; and hismonettes, being a member of choirs ar
Italian heritage, Laura enjoyed sharingviarch 7 in Sinai, South Dakota. Her| seven grandchildren: Sebastian, Clayarious singing groups and playing hi
Italian foods and music and stories of hgpastor, Mitchell Knapp, officiated. and Forrest Baker; and Andrew, Mari-baritone in church bands. He was an av
family. ah, Caleb and Katerina Fitch. His sistetreader of the Bible.

She gave clothing, meals, money and Eddie W. Jackson, 78, passed aw: llene, and brother, Gale, preceded him j
her love to those who had less. Sh#arch 11, 2006, at his home in Posi death. Announcements: Members are
served on a literacy council and, as &alls, Idaho. Eddie was born April 21, A memorial was held Feb. 25 hoste( welcome to submit announcements o
mentor at the local grade school, taught927, in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Eddi by the local Lansing congregations g the births, engagements, weddings
reading skills to many students, in addiserved in the U.S. Army during World the United Church of God, Living| significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50,
tion to visiting prisoners. She took inWar Il. He worked in construction, was Eddie W. Jackson Church of God and Church of God Fel 60, etc.) and obituaries in their fami-
children, fed and clothed them andh long-haul truck driver, and retired from ' lowship with over 200 in attendance| lies. Please include a self-addresse
taught them a better way of life. Later inthe State of Idaho. Randy; daughters Karen, Evelyn, SallyDuring the service, family and friendg envelope if you would like photg
life, some of these children returned to Eddie had a great sense of humor. H&oni and Julie; 12 grandchildren; sixshared memories of his love of family| returned. Most items are 50 to 100
thank her. Laura Thompson served antad a special love for children and youngyreat-grandchildren; and numeroussod's Word, laughter, music and travel words and should not exceed 25C
sacrificed for many people during hempeople. His hobbies included huntingnieces and nephews. In his 50 years in God's Church, h¢ words. Please-mail (preferred) or
life, and she will be dearly missed.  camping, fishing, traveling and spend- Memorial services were held Marchserved God's people in many wayg give them to your local pastoto for-

She was a faithful and loyal membering time with family and friends. He 15 at the Yates Funeral Chapel at Hayincluding chauffeuring more than 27 ward toUnited News

Bion Munson Baker
Laura Thompson

[

Letters

How Many Festivals? feasts fnowed of the Lorp, holy con-  Learning About Passover no idea about anything happening inthgo to another source. Thank you fc
In Kevin Epps’ article, “Holy Day vocations which you shall proclaim at | would like to use your booklet, U.S.A. But through the Internet | camesending me to the true source, God
Offerings and Deuteronomy 16:16"their appointed times nfiowed” God's Holy Day Planjn our home toknow about UCG. | would like to sup-Word.
[March/April 2006, page 17], he writes Thoughchagis the common Hebrew Passover observance this Nissan 14. Tmrt the ministry. Please let me know Nebraska
that, “Leviticus 23 clearly states thatword for “feast;’ one of the definitions of do so, | need to make 12 copies of younow | can send you tithe and donations
there are seven festivals that are holgnowed is “set feast’Brown, Driver Web page booklet to be used only tdn rupee. Please let me know if we caffCould Not Put It Down”
convocations, to be proclaimed in theiland Briggs’ Lexico Heremowedis  instruct those at the Passover supper, asdntact someone in India representing In 2003 | picked up and reathe
seasons (Leviticus 23:4).” No, it does-associated with the seven “holy convofor no other reason. Would this be Okthe Church. We would also like to knowGood Newsn a doctor’s waiting room
nt. cations,” which include Trumpets, with you? If not, | will try and make up about the Festival programs. It would bend could not put it down. | was giver
There are three annual festivals, astonement and the Last Great Day (seanother lesson for them, but | woulda great pleasure for us if we can help theermission by the receptionist to take
listed in Deuteronomy 16:16. TheLeviticus 23:24, 27, 36). really love to use your booklet as | feelChurch in any way in India. home with me. Needless to say, I'v
Hebrew word for “feast” in this verseis  However, ifchagis the determining it is inspired and wonderfully written. India been a subscriber since and ha
chag—which is also found in Leviticus factor for defining a “festival,” exclu- Wisconsin requested numerous other publicatior
23:6, 34,39 and 41, referring to the Fessively, then consider Exodus 34:25: Found on a Public Bench to provide me with needed assurance
tivals of Unleavened Bread and Taber“nor shall the sacrifice of the Feast Don’t Want to Miss Out I read your publications and find themdoing what pleases God in my “walk
nacles. [chag of the Passover be left until morn- | want to thank you for sending memaost rewarding to my spiritual life. | waswith Jesus.”
In Leviticus 23:4 the Hebrew word ing” This annualchagis not listed in  the publicatiotWorld News and Prophe- first introduced to your church when | Nevada
translated “feasts” and “seasons” in thdDeuteronomy 16:16. Yet it's still a cy.This little magazine is just full of up- picked up your publication from a pub-
KJV is mo’ed,which means “appoint- “feast” The Hebrew chag means to-date information about world eventdic bench. | would like an opportunity to “What Am | to Do” About
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are only three annual “festival{thag, the same, i.e., “festivals” are not restrict- how | may obtain a bulk mailing (12 Thank you for all the publications | Internet
e.g., Feasts of Unleavened Bread, Weeles! to those cited in Deuteronomy 16:16copies) ofThe Middle East in Bible have received. They are very eye-pop-
and Tabernacles) and that the other Kevin Epps  Prophecyto mail to friends in the Unit- ping and challenging to a lot of things|  Letters may be edited for length
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;
« Only 200 international transfers wil ; ] T |. : ! ] i th w h?
be accepted. o], \F‘Il-' ]l.].l !‘l r\- 1-2."'-"'-' L! ” E E
« Reservations must be confirmed - -
At a G Iance with a nonrefundable hotel deposit|o;

$200 due June 5, 2006.

« Register on-line at www.unida
salvador.org/feast, or call Barbara P
da at (713) 914-0766 if you do not h
The Feast will return to Hawaii in 2008.Internet access.

Charles Melear

Continued from page 4

www.unidaelsalvador.org/feast or e-
unidaelsalvador@yahoo.com.

Denver Plans 50th

Anniversary Rica.

First Service: Friday, Oct. 6,at 7 p.m.

The Denver, Colorado, congregation(social to follow services).

willbe commemorating its 50th anniver-  Tax: Approximately $30 per persa

sary on Aug. 5 and 6. The actual beginairport departure fee.
ning was in nearby Lyons in April 1956.
We invite anyone who has informa-

e For more information, visit site has a

Location of Services: Salon El
Roble, Fiesta Resort, Puntarenas, C

Herbert Cisneros

'r'é(_wvw.thisistheway.org

WVEhis Is the H
ahew design [

and features

rlgw messages with comments
P$t8m Clyde and Dee Kilough.

On www.ucg.org

m Parenting Resources at
"UcG Youth

Access articles and videos that
provide helpful information for
parents, youth workers,

instructors and anyone
interested in the development
of young people. Easy access
at www.ucgyouth.org, click on
Parenting Resources.

1 Need help finding some-
thing within the ucg.org Web
site? Visit the Web site map at
www.ucg.org/help/sitemap.htm
to get an overview of all the
contents in ucg.org. Or use the
search tool.

m UCG Commentary
“Biblical Holy Days Offer a
Treasure of Long-lost Knowledge”

“World Troubles and Tensions”
“Christians Who Doubt the Bible”
“Dialog of the Deaf Separates
Islam and West”

WWw.ucg.org/commentary/

Featured FEEmsg=a

Links ﬂ B

m Good News
Web site. ]

Www.gnmagazine.org
m Beyond Today.
www.beyondtoday.tv

If you have questions or comments,
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org

tion about the history of the Denver con- . . .
gregation, or about the Pueblo and FolPyblic Bible Studies
Collins/Loveland, Colorado, and Gar- .

den City, Kansas, congregations, to conHeId in Bend

tact us. We are especially interested in

locating any charter members, as to date Larry Walker, pastor of the Bendsessions. Yet another class member whiug. 21-25

vacation. But he wants to get tapes of th€ontinuing Education Seminars:
Cincinnati, Ohio

we have located only one, a member cuMedford and Roseburg, Oregon, corsigned up to attend did not come.”  Sept. 9-10  Denver, Colorado Calendar of Events
rently living in Dallas. gregations, began a five-part Bible study Oct. 28-29  Atlanta, Georgia

We will provide further information series March 27. . . Nov. 4-5 Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas May 7-8: General Conference of Elders
and a sign-up form on request. Contact He had recently taken a class titIeF:am||y Weekend in Nov. 11-12  Calgary, Alberta May 9-11: Council meetings.
Larry Neff at larry_neff@ucg.org (the “The Jewish Roots of Christianity” at Nov. 18-19  Morton, lllinois (dates May 19-21: Ladies’ Retreat on Dee

preferred method) or by phone at (303Jocal Bible college, and he prepared thaglonda Set for June
470-3112 or by mail at 10267 Spottedible study series as a follow-up. He

Owl Ave., Highlands Ranch, CO 80129.gave flyers to the other 14 class mem- The fifth annual Family Weekend in .

Larry Neff  bers, mentioned the series in an artidlee St. Petersburg/Tampa, Florida, areBluegraSS Fam||y
and the “Religion Briefs” column in thewill be June 10 and 11.

Bend newspaper and sent flyers to near-The weekend will begin with SabbathFUN Weekend Set
by GNsubscribers. Two class membergervices at 2:30 p.m. in Largo, Florida. Noah's Ark seminars, Charlotte,
also sent flyers to others they know whDavid Myers, pastor of Akron and The Wheeling, West Virginia, con-  North Carolina; guest speaker, Aol
are interested in the subject, includingoungstown, Ohio, will be the guestgregation invites musicians and brethren Mendez Sr. Hosted by the South Ca
eight pastors of other churches. speaker. A potluck meal, a Bible studywho enjoy music to a Bluegrass Family olina and North Carolina congrega

Services and activities will be held at - Mr. Walker reported: “We had six newand a Western-themed family dance wilFun Weekend July 20 to 23 at Sally Buf-  tions. For more information, contac
the Fiesta Resort (www.fiestaresort.compeople in attendance at the first sessidallow the service. falo Park near Cadiz, Ohio. Dave Mills at dave_mills@ucg.org ot
in beautiful Puntarenas on the Pacifiencluding two members of the class that Sun, surf and sugar-white sand willbe  Jam sessions, parking lot pickin’and phone (336) 873-8988.
coast, 90 minutes from San José, Costéhad been taking, the wife of one of ththe backdrop for Sunday’s traditionalentertainment programs will highlight May 26-29: Memorial Day Week-
Rica. The rates are: two and another couple that | met a felieach party, which will include a barbe-activities on Thursday night, Fridayand end, Kansas City, Missouri

* $100 per night per adult. years back and recently had a three-plage lunch, games, prizes and fellowshipSunday. Saturday night will feature an  (www.kc2006.com).

 $50 per night per child age 4 to 12 hour visit with and dinner. The other newictivities will be at Fort DeSoto Park, extended jam-session and great food. Aune 10-11: Fifth annual Family Week

« Price includes all meals, drinks,person was a man whom | have neveamed number one beach in AmericaiBible study is scheduled for Friday end, St. Petersburg/Tampa, Florid
snacks and coffee break after all serviceseen before. 2005 by the renowned Dr. Beach. night. On the Sabbath there will be a (http:/ucg-tampabay.org/).

« No off-site reservations can be “Despite the few attendees, the ses-Further information, including hous- Sabbath service, a potluck-style lunclluly 2-4: Melody of Music, Lafayette,
made. sion went very well. | felt excellent raping, maps, event schedules and costs, camd Bible studies for adults, teens and Indiana (www.momO7.com).

A variety of activities is planned dur- port with everyone and had very positivee found at http://ucg-tampabay.org/. children. July 13-16: Teen/Young Adult Week-
ing the Feast, and time will be availabldeedback from them during and after the Registration forms are available at end in Garden Grove, California
for day trips to visit God’s marvelous session. All but the one man stayed lon . www.ucgnet.org/wheeling/bluegrass.  (Luky2binhb@yahoo.com).
creation. Services will be held in Spanafter visiting and enjoying refreshments&BC Seminars Set You can also request a registration formug. 5-6: Denver, Colorado, 50th
ish and English, with simultaneous trans- “Another class member e-mailed me and get further information by calling  Anniversary (larry_neff@ucg.org).
lation. to let me know that he couldn’t make it The education area of Ministerial Ser-Jesse Earles at (276) 650-2224 or BoBept. 3: Second Annual UCG Hous

Registration is first-come, first-served:because of leaving for Hawaii for a longices announced the following ABC Miller at (740) 968-3106. ton Music Festival.

Attention Graduating Seniors and Parents! @l I[ ||ted
News of the United Church of God. an International Association

Congratulations! We would like to feature the 2006 high school graduates in a special
section of the JulWnited NewsPlease take a few minutes to answer these questions and
send a photograph by June 12, 2006.

1. Graduate's Name

2. Parents’Names

3. Congregation and Pastor's Name

4. High School Accomplishments

5. Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests (tell a little bit about yourself)

6. Plans After Graduation

7. Additional Comments (favorite quote, favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc. Rlease
identify which it is, so we don't think your advice is your motto, etc.)

Phone number or e-mail address to confirm spellings Wit Not Be Printedl

Please send with a recent photo (conforming with biblical standards of dress and hair
length) of the graduate by June 12.

By e-mail to: Mike_Bennett@ucg.org

By mail to:United NewsP.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length; 250-word maximum length. Thanks!

still tentative) Lake (north of Spokane, Washing
ton). Theme: Pearl of Great Price
guests: Victor and Beverly Kubik; for
more information, call (509) 466-489¢
or e-mail mmickelson@msn.com.

May 20: Creation, Early Man and

Costa Rica Feast
Site Announced

Periodicals Postage Paid
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices




