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Campers Connect With God at Northwest Camp

by Steve Nutzman

Record temperatures in the
Willamette Valley moderated just
in time for the 15th successful
year of Northwest Camp, held just
south of Portland, Oregon. Camp-
ers and staff from nine states and
two Canadian provinces came
together to enjoy a week in the
Zone, learning that God’s way of
life works in their lives.

The 107 campers and 57 staff
cooperated together throughout
the busy camp activities. These
included speedaway, waterskiing
in the Willamette River, kayak-
ing, arts and crafts, dance class,
basketball, golf, archery, tubing,
low challenge course and swim-
ming. Additional camp favor-
ites—two camp dances and eve-
ning campfires—rounded out the
schedule.

Daily Christian Living classes
emphasized various aspects of our
overall UYC camp theme, “Insight
Today, Leadership Tomorrow.”
Larry Walker began the Monday
morning class with defining the
word “insight” and explaining
how to develop godly insight in
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Dorm G1 girls Micki Williams, Stephanie Tomes, Sophie Pebworth
and Lauren Pate (photos by Michelle Pate)

our lives. On Friday evening each
dorm sang as the Sabbath began.
There were two split sermons on
the Sabbath by Bob Dick and
John Cafourek. The special music
was really outstanding!

One camper remarked, “I want
to keep attending camp and
reconnect with God and camp-
ers.” Another added, “This camp
is the highlight of my year and I
don’t want anything to change.”

Other educational classes
included classes on femininity

and masculinity, taught by Mela-
nia Nutzman and Tim Pebworth.
Each class focused on developing
godly traits of character in one’s
life.

Special guests to Northwest
Camp were Clyde and Dee Kilo-
ugh. Mr. Kilough gave the ABC
presentation to the entire camp
one day. He also gave the wrap-
up talk at the end of campfire one
evening.

Ken Treybig, the national UYC
coordinator, also visited camp.

He had not been to Northwest
Camp in many years and said he
enjoyed going around to the vari-
ous activities to see both campers
and staff.

There was a number of first-
time staff this year. It is always
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Campers congratulate each other after a game of speedaway

ers exchange e-mails and phone
numbers with plans to see one
another at the Feast of Taber-
nacles, regional weekends or at
camp next summer.

We thank God for blessing
Northwest Camp and can’t wait

e

good to see former campers move
into staff positions.

Each year, bonds are strength-
ened among both staff and camp-
ers, and before it seems possible,
it’s time to go home. The camp-

for camp next summer. As one
camper summed up the camp
week, “It really makes you grow
as a person.” UN

Steve Nutzman is the camp direc-
tor of the Northwest Camp.

Camp in Ghana Focuses on Positive Godly Attitudes

by Thomas Clark

On Monday, Aug. 10, nearly 120
campers and staff from the UCG-
Ghana descended on the town of
Ejura, located approximately 100
kilometers (60 miles) north and
west of Kumasi. We were able
to host 94 campers from congre-
gations throughout central and
southern Ghana.

The Baptist Women’s Retreat
Center again provided housing and
facilities for cooking and a din-
ing hall. Once again this year the
activities included football (soc-
cer), kickball, volleyball, ultimate
Frisbee and challenge games.

Like all UYC camps around
the world, our focus is partly on
the game and improving a set of
skills, but more on the positive
godly attitudes and character that
can be developed. It is this char-
acter we want our youth to take
with them long after the skills of
ball handling or throwing a Fris-
bee are forgotten!

The weather was pleasant for
much of the camp. We had a few
rain showers and cloudy days at
the start, which kept the tem-
perature down to a comfortable
level—although it was quite chilly
from the perspective of the Gha-
naians! The rain also worked to
keep down the dust and make the
grassy field a little greener.

Three United Youth Corps vol-
unteers were accepted to work in
Ghana this year: Devin Schulz
from St. Louis, Missouri; Jessie
Hernandez from New York City;

and Cindy Harper from Cher-
bourg, France.

During camp running water was
a scarcity. For unknown reasons
the water was off most of the time.
At odd hours (9 p.m. one day and
3 a.m. another) the water would
come on. Buckets were then filled
to enable us to have enough water
to flush toilets, wash clothes and
take “bucket baths” at the end of
each day. While most Western-
ers do not cherish cold showers,
a week of bucket baths will make
even a cold shower with running
water seem positively luxu-
rious!

The main focus of the
camp and all the Christian
Living classes was “Godly
Leadership.” Matthew
20:25-28 tells us that a true
leader is a servant of oth-
ers, not seeking to enrich
or empower themselves.

True godly leadership—
or servant leadership as it’s
been referred to in recent
years—is not natural to a
human being, but it is so
important in the develop-
ment of Christian char-
acter. Each of the local
pastors presented either a

Dima, the pastor of our congrega-
tions in Yeji and Makango, has
started a weekly radio broadcast
on a small local FM station. Sat-
urday evening he took us to the
small town of Atebubu to join
him live on the air.

He asked the volunteers to
introduce themselves to show the
listeners that the United Church
of God is an international church,
not just a small local organization.
Following their introductions I
was asked to present a message
about the weekly Sabbath. As

Devin Schulz attempts to cook over an open fire

Jessie Hernandez, Tom Clark and Reuel Dima
broadcast a message about the Sabbath on local radio

have responded
since that time,
even asking for a
recording of the
program. The
station manager
has responded
by sending out
copies of the
program to
those who have
asked.

Early on Sun-
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Christian Living class or
an evening Bible study on various
aspects of godly leadership, and the
activity heads worked to make sure
the lessons of true godly behavior
were taught in each class.

After the Sabbath had ended,
the Youth Corps volunteers and I
had a unique opportunity. Reuel

with most messages in Ghana, it
was translated phrase-by-phrase
into the Twi dialect.

Before we left the studio Mr.
Dima had already received two
phone calls from listeners asking
for more information on the Church
and the Sabbath day. A few callers

day morning,
Aug. 17, we all departed the camp
and began our journeys home, sat-
isfied with the blessings the expe-
rience had brought. Quite unlike
previous years, all of the Youth
Corps volunteers went through
the entire two weeks without con-
tracting any of the stomach issues

that have so often plagued previ-
ous groups. For that we were all
very grateful!

All three of our Youth Corps
volunteers demonstrated the kind
of love, dedication and care that
we have come to expect from our
volunteers. Their attitude of ser-
vice combined with the respect
and responsiveness of the campers
and staff made the entire camp a
wonderful, positive and uplifting
experience. It is our hope that the
lessons taught and the experienc-
es gained will benefit everyone,
enriching all of our lives now as
we move forward to the coming
Kingdom of God! un

To read more about the camp in
Ghana, visit www.ucgyouthcorps.
org. Tom Clark is the associate senior
pastor for Ghana.
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United Youth Camp—ngerla Was “Full of Energy”

by Heather Hirst

I had the blessing this year
to join the United Youth Corps
team, along with Cody and Bobbi
Kitts, and serve at United Youth
Camps—Nigeria, which is directed
by local elder Oludare Akinbo.
Mark Mickelson, joined by his
wife, Michelle, and son Derek,
headed the Youth Corps team.

The Nigerian camp was a won-
derful experience—full of energy!
We woke up every morning to the
campers singing, clapping and
dancing in the middle of camp.

Once we heard them start sing-
ing, “This is the one thing we
want to do... Hey! We want to
eat our breakfast!” we knew they
would start marching and danc-
ing to the hall where the dancing,
clapping and singing would con-
tinue until the food was ready.

After breakfast, we had com-
pass check to start the full day of
activities in the right direction.
After dinner, we had Bible study
and went through a number of
the basic biblical principles.

Every year the craft classes are
designed to teach activities that
the campers can do at home. If
they excel at the craft, it is pos-
sible for them to sell their cre-
ations and make a business for
themselves.

This year was no exception.
The campers enjoyed making
some outstanding necklaces using
papier-maché, cut-up magazines,

glue, string and shellac,
all things that are easﬂy
found in Nigeria.

Each of the teams was
able to go on a full-day
outing for the mountain-
eering program headed by
Mark Mickelson. His staff |
included Cody and Bobbi
Kitts, Derek Mickelson
and four belay-certified
Nigerian staff, Oludare
Akinbo, Paul Ogundipe,
Coleman Nworgu and
Ifeoluwa Ibirogba.

They hiked through
beautiful, tall green

Michelle and Mark Mickelson, Cody and Bobbi Kitts, Heather Hirst, and
Tohun and Oludare Akinbo with their daughter

grasses and bamboo
fields and in between
corn and cassava farms. A path
was cleared weeks ahead in the
thick, jungle canopy. Huge rocks
covered a beautiful, sloping, hilly
countryside leading to a rock face
where they were able to have rock
climbing and rappelling. Each of
the campers successfully finished
the hike and participated in the
activity, most showing commend-
able courage and talent as rock
climbers!

In addition to the craft and
the outings, the campers enjoyed
volleyball, dancing, etiquette,
computer appreciation and team
challenge.

On Friday the campers took
part in the rope bridge and vol-
leyball competition. The rope
bridge competition involved the
campers stringing a rope between

two trees on raised platforms
and then having each member of
the team pull himself or herself
across the rope to the other tree.
With each step being checked by
the rock climbing staff, the camp-
ers had to show their knot-tying
skills, properly securing the rope,
putting on the harnesses and
setting up the carabiners. Dur-
ing the volleyball competition
the campers tested their skills
to determine which team would
take the championship.

The Sabbath day was a wel-
come rest from all of the activities
during camp. For church services
we had the special treat of having
the Lagos congregation come up
to join us.

After church, we were all able
to enjoy lunch together. At the

end of the day we
had Novelty Olym-
pics and Bible Bowl.
The different teams
were able to show
off their skills of

Campers chmb up and rappell down the rock face
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using hula hoops,
carrying an egg on a spoon and
their Bible knowledge discussed
through the week.

Camp ended with the interna-
tional staff serving the campers
and remaining staff a true Italian
dinner. The dining hall was trans-
formed into an Italian restaurant
with checkered tablecloths. The
honored guests arrived dressed
up for the occasion, all looking
stunning. The servers got into
the mood dressed in pale shirts,
bow ties and black aprons. There
were many calls of “Welcome to

Little Italy! "Ey!” in makeshift
Italian accents. During the din-
ner campers gave presentations
on their work in the computer
appreciation classes. Afterwards
the UYC-Nigeria camp had its
first formal Western-style dance.
Every camper got up and enjoyed
dancing the waltz, fox-trot, swing
and twist. It was truly an enjoy-
able night!

The campers and staff made
camp in Nigeria a fun, exciting
place to be—a true success and
an amazing experience! UN

Campers Cultivate Leadership at Camp Heritage

ship Tomorrow,” with presenters
approaching the topic from differ-
ent angles. We had the privilege
of hearing a presentation about
the Ambassador Bible Center on
Friday evening, given by Heritage
guest Jim Franks, operation man-
ager for Ministerial Services and
ABC representative.

The Media class once more pro-
duced the camp newspaper for all

four years. Softball, soccer, volley-
ball, wilderness skills (a.k.a. “the
Amazing Heritage Race”), archery,
riflery, basketball, water polo and
kayaking rounded out the days for
our campers. Oh, and don’t forget
Campus Improvement!

Our Adventure campers (aged
12 to 15) tackled the low ropes
course at Heritage for the first time
in many years. The teamwork and

Left, Esther Schultz from Latvia guards the goal; below, Colton Pasquale,
from Lewistown, Pennsylvania, reaches for the ball in water polo (photos

by Doug Johnson

Heritage Reservation, a 2,000-
acre Boy Scout facility near Farm-
ington, Pennsylvania, hosted the
United Youth Camp program for
the 14th consecutive year in 2009.
A total of 133 campers and 68 staff
members arrived the weekend of
Aug. 8 and 9 to initiate the Zone
here for yet another week. Camp
ended for both campers and staff
on Sunday, Aug. 16.

Last year’s camp week started
on the cool side but stayed dry.
This year, we started with hot
weather and moved to thun-
derstorms! A few adjustments
had to be made to the schedule,
but the week finished with dry

weather and the usual crop of [

sunburns and great memories!
Christian Living classes
beginning each activity day and
Life Skills class (once in the week
for each dorm) focused on the
theme of “Insight Today, Leader-

by Dave Baker)

to take home and the always-pop-
ular slide show on the last night
of camp. Tennis was added to
the schedule for the first time in

problem solving involved helped
build bonds among the campers,
as did the Monday night team-
building activities.

Our Challenge campers (aged
16 to 19) took their usual white-
water rafting trip down the Lower
Youghiogheny River on Wednes-
day and returned with stories of
their river experiences.

As always, we were grateful for
God’s protection and guidance.
Thankfully, injuries were mostly
of the sprains, bumps, bruises
and scratches variety.

The overall atmosphere showed
a willingness to tackle the chal-
lenges of the early inclement
weather, and prove that the Zone
does not depend on blue skies
and sunshine for the entire week
of camp.

One unique addition this year
was the arrival of Jacob and
Esther Schultz, the first camp-
ers to visit from Eastern Europe.
They made what was surely the
longest trip from their family
home in Latvia to come to camp
at Heritage in 2009!

Next year’s camp dates are
already booked: Aug. 15 to 22,
2010. If you’re looking for a way to
celebrate the end of summer next
year, give Heritage some consider-
ation. See you there! un

Doug Johnson is the director of
Camp Heritage.
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The Feast of Tabernacles

Ové.r' 20,060 Celebrate the Feast With United Church of God

Feast Attendance
Argentina.............cccoovvueurirnnnne 415
Australia

Devonport, Tasmania............ 53

Merimbula, NSW................... 278

Rockingham, WA.................... 96

Sunshine Coast, Qld............. 420
Barbados...............ccoovvvnnnne.
Bolivia............ccccooovevviiiienen
Brazil ..........ccoooooviiiiien
British Isles
Cameroon ..................ccccevevennene.
Canada

Kelowna, British Columbia.297

Midland, Ontario.................. 216

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan....105
St. John’s, Newfoundland.......45

Ivory Coast ...........ccccorrirerrernnnnn.
Jamaica............cccocooevireiinnnnnn.
Kenya.........ccooovvvvviviiine.
Malaysia ...........cccooeevvererninnnnes
Malawi..........cccccoevevererereernene,
Mauritius............ccooeererererennnen.
MEXICO.......coovvrvererreriererrereenene
New Zealand
Nigeria ..........ccoovviieirnininnnnn,
Peru.......ccoooooiiiiiieeen
Philippines

Baguio City.......cccovvevernnenns 170

Davao City......c.cccoevvveerrnnnenns 430

11010 City ...ovoeevreireireiennes 112
Rwanda ..o, 80
South Africa

(€ 10) (U 52

UVONEO ..o 204
Sri Lanka..........c.cccoooveerereennnee. 22
Thailand..................cocccoeennen. 112
Tobago ........ccccoeveeerireererennn, 38
TOGO ... 71
Tonga ........ccooovevericeiriciienn, 11
United States

Bend-Redmond, Oregon... 1,208

Branson, Missouri............. 1,439

Bushkill (Poconos), PA........705
Escondido, California.......... 851
Jekyll Island, Georgia........ 1,234
Kerrville, Texas..........cou...... 892
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii......... 452
Panama City Beach, FL.1,937
Snowshoe, West Virginia ... 1,214
Steamboat Springs, CO ........ 824
Wisconsin Dells, WI....... 1,507

Zimbabwe ...............
Total Attendance
Shut-ins who received Feast
tapes from the home office..695
TOTAL. ....cueeeererereeraenene 21,114

Note: Highest daily attendance
figures. Webcast connections (maxi-
mum connections, 289) are not add-
ed into this total.

Argentina

Mendoza

Psalm 133 was the theme for
the week as 415 brethren from
11 countries (Argentina, Bolivia,
Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salva-
dor, England, Guatemala, Mexico,
Uruguay and the United States)
rejoiced together before God at
the Feast of Tabernacles in Men-
doza, Argentina, this year.

The Feast was held at the Hotel
Ejercito de los Andes, on the out-
skirts of Mendoza and at the base
of the majestic Andes Mountains.
We ate our meals together on-site,
creating a millennial atmosphere
away from the distractions of the
world. Those who are severely iso-
lated during the rest of the year

Mendoza, Argentina '-..

especially enjoyed the extra fel-
lowship, as the Feast is their only
time to be with other members.
Some brethren from Brazil set an
especially strong example as they
traveled three days by bus each
way to keep the Feast in Mendoza
with others of like mind.

While we all feasted on Argen-
tinean steak and wine, the food
only served to enhance the spiri-
tual feast God prepared. Sermons
were given by ministers Alfredo
Arboleas, from Argentina; Saul
Langarica and Jaime Guifiez,
from Chile; and Jim Franks and
Ralph Levy, visiting from the
United States. We also enjoyed
two Bible studies. Simultaneous
translation was provided for all
of the messages. The messages
focused on learning to fear God
and to rejoice as our hope in the
Kingdom of God impacts the way
that we live our lives today. Mul-
tiple pieces of special music every
day added to the services as well.

The brethren from Chile and
Argentina put in months of hard
work prior to the Feast to prepare
activities for all ages to enjoy.
From a children’s party to mul-
tiple dances, special events for the
ladies and the senior citizens, soc-
cer tournaments and a talent show,
there was something for everyone.

Throughout the activities, empha-
sis was placed on rejoicing before
God and glorifying Him. The
serving attitudes of all involved
created an atmosphere of collabo-
ration, peace and thanksgiving.
The Last Great Day finished our
time together with seven baptisms
and the blessing of four little chil-
dren. We left encouraged, ready to
face another year in Satan’s world
with our eyes on the goal of the
Kingdom.
Erin Tootle

Australia

Devonport, Tasmania

Guest speaker Dennis Luker’s
opening statement at the Feast in
Devonport, Tasmania, was, “What
does God want us to
be doing while we are
here at the Feast?”
The answer was tak-
en from Deuterono-
myl6:13-14: Rejoice!
It is with this frame
of mind and attitude
that we are to observe
the Feast.

Barry Williams,
Festival coordina-
tor, reminded us that
there is a revolution
in progress. There
must be no doubt in
our minds, nothing
can prevent God’s Kingdom from
coming.

Several speakers touched on
the parable of the pearl of great
price. This was also the theme of
LeeAnn Luker’s presentation at
the ladies’ luncheon and after-
noon tea.

The focus throughout the Feast
was the Kingdom of God—our
role in it and how we are being
molded and shaped to be of assis-
tance to Jesus Christ in that King-
dom. We were reminded that as
we prepare for the Kingdom, we
are the ones who decide how much
God is the center of our lives. The
Feast video was both sobering
and encouraging, reminding us of
where our focus should be.

We were blessed with great
weather, and 53 brethren took the
opportunity to rejoice and fellow-
ship together. A Sabbath brunch
and other activities gave us many
opportunities to make new friends,
and renew previous friendships—
to be of service to one another.
There were some first-time Feast
attendees who just didn’t want the
time to end.

The concluding message on the
Last Great Day focused on words.
We are continually bombarded
with words, but the words on
which we stake our lives are God’s

words. From His words we have
the wonderful promises of His
Kingdom! We need to be there to

unable to attend a Feast site this
year.

Attendance was 278 with visi-
tors from the Isle of
Man, Canada, the
United States, Hong
Kong, Japan, New
Zealand and every
state in Australia plus
the ACT (Australian
Capital Territory).
Gold coin donations
for LifeNets proj-
ects in Zambia and
Zimbabwe topped
$2,000.

John Elliot, senior
pastor to East Africa,
gave a presentation

LeeAnn Luker hosts the ladies’ afternoon tea

on the work of the
Church in East Afri-

help those who have never known
these promises and to direct them
in the way in which they should
walk.

Lea Evans

Merimbula, New South
Wales

Typhoons, earthquakes and
tsunamis, as well as dust storms,
gales and hail throughout Austra-
lia, preceded the Feast this year.

ca and took a video
of us waving greetings to our
brethren there just before leav-
ing to join brethren attending in
Queensland.

Peter Foster, a member in
Hong Kong, gave an update on
the Church’s needs in China, and
Craig McQueen noted that he and
his family are the only UCG mem-
bers now in Japan. Asia certainly
needs our prayers and attention.

Many people commented on
the profound mes-

The Tura Beach bachelors: Dallas Drury, Garry
Williams and Toby Goodger

sages that developed
the theme of what we
need to do now to
be with Christ in the
Kingdom of God.
The Feast DVD
was deeply effective
in proving Romans
14:17-18.

Mavis Stucci

Rockingham,
Western
Australia

It is a great bless-
ing to know God and

Merimbula was uncharacteristi-
cally gray and wet, but the weath-
er problems fell away with the
warmth and love of brethren and
each day’s strong spiritual food.
The bachelors at Tura Beach
set the mood by hosting meals
throughout the Feast and holding
an open house one evening, which
over a hundred people enjoyed
despite the rain. Apart from the
regular Feast activities—get-
acquainted mixer, surf lessons for
teens, children’s day at Potoroo
Palace wildlife park, the seniors’
mystery tour, a novelty games
night and the Last Great Day
luncheon—Donna Latham orga-
nized horse riding and Jordan
Karagiannidis booked a fishing/
whale-watching trip. Feastgoers
got together for meals or coffee,
and many cards were sent to those

His plan! Keeping the
Feast with God’s children always
reignites our joy in anticipating
its fulfilment. Keeping apprised
of the many natural disasters that
took place reinforced our prayer
for God’s Kingdom to come.
Watching the inspiring Feast
video reminded us of our mutual
battleground in this world. Being
fed with spiritual meat in due sea-
son provided the impetus we need
for ongoing diligence.

The Rockingham Feast site was
set in a picturesque park. The new
Gary Holland Community Cen-
tre hosted close to 100 brethren
from Australia and New Zealand.
Fine and warm days were most
accommodating with a little rain
on the Last Great Day. Activities
included a chocolate bingo night,
a masquerade family night and
a luncheon in a lovely miniature
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A tug-of-war battle rages during Family Day in Rockingham, Australia

English village.

And what a wonderful spirit
there was among brethren! Psalm
133:1 could become a cliché, but
it is an experience that never gets
tiresome. The Feast is a great fam-
ily reunion, and don’t we long for
the ultimate experience of that?

Our spiritual hunger was more
than satiated. Beginning with
keeping God’s Feast to learn
to fear Him, we were stirred to
yearn for God’s Kingdom and
heard messages about the devices
of two distinct forms of govern-
ment, how to be peacemakers
and the complementary nature of
God’s relationships. We learned
of the millennial family model, of
God’s desire to dwell in all and the
grace of God that will see human-
ity know God and His way. There
was so much more!

Having concluded such a com-
plete Feast experience, we are most
encouraged to unite as brothers
and sisters in preaching the gospel
to a world in need! Hopefully, we
are now more excited about our
Father’s business.

Stephen Clark

Sunshine Coast,
Queensland

A wonderful Feast was attend-
ed by 420 people at Kawana, on
the Sunshine Coast, Queensland.
Throughout the Feast, we expe-
rienced perfect weather; and
the closeness, camaraderie and
cooperation among brethren was
exceptional. We were extremely
well fed spiritually from both our
Aussie ministry and the many
visiting ministers who focused on
gaining spiritual maturity now
so that we are fit for ruling and
teaching God’s way of life in the
future Kingdom of God. We were
also treated to a most thought-
provoking Bible study on “The
World Before Adam” by visiting
elder Arnold Mendez.

In addition to the spiritual food,
the Feast site offered social activi-
ties for one and all. The Feast got
off to a whip-crackin’, rip-roarin’
start with a bush dance, complete
with good Aussie food. The sin-
gles and young adults were treated
to an evening cruise, enjoying a
scrumptious buffet and each
other’s company as they cruised
the beautiful Mooloolaba Har-
bour. The Feast again hosted the
family fun afternoon. All enjoyed
the chance to meet up with old
acquaintances and make new
friends in a relaxed, fun setting.

Last, but certainly not least, 40
teens enjoyed a 10-pin bowling
afternoon on the sixth day of the
Feast. At the same time, 60 seniors
found themselves at the Belling-
ham Maze, enjoying a “Chicken
and Pretend Champagne” lunch
before being let loose in the maze.
We don’t think anyone is still in
the maze, valiantly trying to find
the exit.

As the Feast drew to a close on
the last Holy Day, the consensus
of each and every one was that
the Feast of Tabernacles 2009 at
the Sunshine Coast was definitely
a most rewarding Feast! All have
returned home spiritually uplifted
and recharged, ready to face the
coming year.

Judy Nelson

Barbados

This year the Feast in Barba-
dos was held at Divi South Winds
on the beautiful south coast. The
weather was hot and sunny dur-
ing the day with the occasional
shower at night.

The members attending rep-
resented the Caribbean Islands
of St. Kitts, St. Croix, St. Lucia,
Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados,
United States and Canada. The
average daily attendance was 97
and the highest 103, including
approximately 28 children.

The Feast went well, and we felt
privileged to have Mr. and Mrs.
McConnaughey from the United
States with us. They were warm
and friendly and comfortably
interacted with everyone.

Although he was the only min-
ister in Barbados, Mr. McCon-
naughey gave five sermons that
made the scriptures related to the
Feast and God’s Kingdom come
alive.

The Festival video was
featured on Tuesday, and
we joined Snowshoe, West
Virginia, via the webcast
link for four of the services.
The reception from Snow-
shoe was excellent and the
sermonettes, sermons and
special music were out-
standing.

We had additional special
music with the performance
of the children’s choir on
Thursday and a piece enti-
tled “New Heaven, New
Earth” performed by mem-
bers of the Waithe family on
the Last Great Day.

We had four successful planned
activities as well. The island tour
on Sunday included a visit to
the Wild Life Reserve. Family
Day on Tuesday was again held
at Dover Beach with a specially
catered meal for everyone. The
weather was picture perfect and
most members swam in the ocean
while others played paddleball or
walked on the beach. The Atlantis
submarine dive was on Wednes-
day, and the youth activity was
held on Thursday at Carlyle Bay.

God blessed the Feast in Bar-
bados with His choicest blessings.
We were blessed with comfort-
able facilities, beautiful weather,
inspired messages and a common
spirit of cooperation, service and
love.

Stephen Crosby

Bolivia

Cochabamba

The Feast of Tabernacles in
Bolivia was held at the very beau-
tiful Campestre resort and con-
vention center in Cochabamba.
Part of the stay included buffet
meals with all that you could eat,
as well as snacks provided by the
hotel complex both after services
and whenever we had scheduled
activities. You never go away
hungry while enjoying services or
activities at the Feast here!

There were a total of 61 people
in attendance, including six from
Peru, three from Chile and two
from the United States. The min-
ister at the Feast site was Fred
Nance, who had the help of Raul
Machicao, the deacon from Boliv-
ia. Of course we relied a lot on the
service of many brethren to make
the Feast go smoothly.

The fiesta de nifios (children’s
activity) was the first event on the
schedule. It included a variety of
games and skits that the adults
enjoyed just as much as the chil-
dren. Many were able to enjoy
some of the local dance rhythms
and various dances that are prac-
ticed throughout South America
at the informal baile (dance).

The talent show was a spectacle
that every visitor will long remem-
ber. The variety of dances, songs
and costumes from Bolivia, Peru
and Chile that the local brethren

worked so hard on throughout the
year were showcased to the delight
of the audience.

The messages during the Feast
focused everyone on the work
that we have to do in shaping
and molding ourselves into better
Christians while looking forward
to the times of refreshing and res-
toration pictured by the Feast of
Tabernacles.

Overall, T can say that by
attending the Feast in Bolivia, one
is able to enjoy a relaxed family-
type Feast in a beautiful setting
while getting to know everyone
and looking forward to the King-
dom of God.

Fred Nance

Brazil

Maloca de Moscou

The brethren in Brazil once
again celebrated the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in Mt. Maloca. Atten-
dance was

British Isles

Llandudno, Wales
Llandudno, Wales, was the loca-
tion this year for the Feast in the
British Isles. The Victorian resort
town set on the shore of the Irish
Sea and bordering the Snowdonia
National Park proved an ideal set-
ting for God’s Festival. The 120
attendees enjoyed the spectacular
scenery and splendor of the region
as well as unseasonably warm
and sunny weather. The Church
arranged two tours with an offi-
cial tourist board guide.
Alternatively, there was ample
opportunity to explore on foot or
by car. Many visited the nearby
castles of Conwy and Caernarfon,
as well as Mt. Snowdon with its
amazing Victorian mountain rail-
way, the easy route to the summit.
Services were held at the St.
George’s Hotel in the Wedgwood
Room, named after and decorated
in the blue-and-white style of the

55, including
children.

It was
uplifting and
very reward-
ing to see the
real effort
of all of us,
wanting to
be together in
unity for these
eight days. It
was especial-
ly uplifting to
see everyone
demonstrate
the impor-
tance of what
the world

The Festival choir sings in Llandudno, Wales

tomorrow
should be like in real life.

We all send our warmest greet-
ings to our pastor, Saul Langa-
rica, and our brothers and sisters
in Christ in Chile, thanking them
for the financial support, which
provided for our needs during the
whole Feast.

We heard sermons in Portu-
guese and English sent from the
home office in Cincinnati, Ohio.
We also had a Bible study for the
youth, conducted by Clyde Chin-
1an, one of our leaders in the con-
gregation. Activities such as foot-
ball (soccer), volleyball and racing
held present during

The children’s choir in Cochabamba, Bolivia

the weekdays.

The most sig-
nificant thing,
which was pres-
ent throughout
the Feast, was the
peace and har-
mony among the
brethren. We all
asked for that at
the beginning of
the Feast, and God
gave it to us abun-
dantly. May God
give everyone in the
Church a wonder-
ful new year.

Geraldo de Souza

famous English potter. [lluminat-
ed by chandeliers, it provided an
uplifting setting for both services
and social activities.

There were special activities for
the young people, such as 10-Pin
bowling, and an afternoon tea for
our senior citizens.

The sermons followed the theme
set by the Festival DVD, “The
Kingdom of God Is Righteous-
ness, Peace and Joy.” The millen-
nial setting of Snowdon proved to
be the ideal backdrop for senior
pastor Paul Suckling’s sermon on
the significance of God’s use of
mountains in the Bible. Mr. Suck-
ling also gave an enthralling Bible
study explaining the basic time-
line leading to the return of Jesus
Christ.

More opportunities to fellow-
ship and make new friends took
place at a social containing a quiz
and talent spots, which everyone
enjoyed.

A group lunch together on the
last Holy Day was followed in the
evening by a farewell social with
fellowship and a “beetle drive,”
which was lots of noisy fun for the
participants. It was a fitting con-
clusion to a wonderful Feast that
will live long in our memories.

Frank Jarvis
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Cameroon

Douala

This year once again we cele-
brated the Feast in our usual site,
the United Church of God com-

'

they did have a study a few days
later. The teen activity included
pizza and an interactive study fol-
lowed by an activity at the H20
Adventure and Fitness Center
water park. We had family day
at Scandia,
where for the
first time they
had go-carts
in addition
to all of the
other attrac-
tions.

We also
had a family
dance. Our
deejay Corbin
Davie, a teen

Feastgoers in Douala, Cameroon, visit the railway museum

from Calgary,
screened the

plex in Douala, Cameroon, with
41 people present.

Construction in the complex is
ongoing, so space was somewhat
limited. We are not yet connected
to city water, so water had to be
carried in for washing and cooking.
Several of our young people had
difficulty being granted excused
absences for the Feast, and missed
several days during the week to
avoid failing their classes.

We had wonderful moments
together in joy and harmony and
enjoyed activities such as an excur-
sion to the Cameroon Railway
Museum, a picnic outing, a Bible
quiz game, a surprise gift exchange
and various other games.

The most moving element of
the Feast this year was the Fes-
tival video, seeing brothers and
sisters facing difficulties in differ-
ent places around the world. We
shared their pain and their cour-
age as they faced their trials.

We had a beautiful Feast!

Moise Elisée Mabout

Canada

Kelowna, British Columbia
The Feast went well in Kelowna,
British Columbia, with no major
problems. Our high attendance of
297 was 63 above what was pro-
jected. The weather was rainy the
first day but turned into autumn
sunshine for the rest of the Feast.
The music was excellent thanks
to Jim Brandenburg, our music
director, who is battling liver can-
cer. On the Last Great Day after
the choir sang, there was a stand-
ing ovation, with a presentation
given to Mr. Brandenburg by his
assistant, David von Hollen.

The sermons went well, with
more of an emphasis on Christian
living in relationship to Feast top-
ics. The messages were uploaded
and archived at cgca.net/ucg-
fot/2009/canwest. The stage had a
grand appearance, with its deco-
rations, columns, lighting effects,
side screens and Feast logo on a
wide back screen.

We had a full slate of activities.
The young adults’ boat cruise was
cancelled because of wind, but

lyrics of every
song that he played. Robert Coser,
an elder from California, com-
mented that it truly was a fam-
ily dance. Our seniors’ luncheon,
which included a Bible trivia game,
was once again well attended.

On youth day, teen Matthew
Erickson led hymns and two teens
from Grande Prairie, Alberta,
gave opening and closing prayers.
Stuffed animals were handed out
to the children after services.

-
o

had not seen one of these
for quite some time!
Regrettably, cool, wet
weather caused the zoo
operators to cancel a
scheduled outing; howev-
er, the trip to the nearby
Wye Marsh Wildlife Cen-
tre took place the very next
day on a mostly warm and
sunny afternoon. All 76

Above left, seniors in Midland enjoy a
luncheon; above, children’s choir performs

prevent overload
on anyone, and it
seemed everyone
was willing to
lend a hand.

The Feast was
blessed by the
attendance of
three U.S. min-

participants enjoyed the
day immensely, especially
those who were privileged to don
a heavy leather glove and have a
Harris hawk perch on them!

On youth day our young adults
did a very good job providing son-
gleading, piano accompaniment,
opening and closing prayers, as well
as serving on the information table,
sound crew, usher-
ing and more.

Thespecial music
was much appreci-
ated throughout
the week. With
vocalists, flute,
piano and a sizable
choir, the services
received the vital
spiritual lift that
beautiful music
contributes. The
children’s choir
of eight beautiful
children excelled

N
I
-
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Brethren sign cards at the coffee bar in Kelowna

under the loving

We also took up a collection for
the local food bank. In addition,
hundreds of cards were signed and
sent to shut-in brethren who were
unable to attend the Feast.

Rainer Salomaa

Midland, Ontario

Over 200 brethren kept the
Feast of Tabernacles at the Best
Western Highland Inn in beauti-
ful Midland, Ontario, for a sec-
ond consecutive year.

The high attendance occurred
on the first Holy Day with 216
people present. This number was
especially encouraging since only
185 persons had registered to
attend. On Saturday evening well
over half the group attended the
meet-and-greet mixer that had
been highly successful the previ-
ous year.

A scenic boat cruise and lun-
cheon took place after the morn-
ing service on the third day of the
Feast. A brief shower produced an
unusual “water level” rainbow—
one that sat on the water but did
not arc upward. Even the captain

tutelage of its choir
director.

A buffet luncheon was provid-
ed between services on premises
on the Last Great Day for those
wishing to have the opportunity
to fellowship one last time while
breaking bread.

The time is surely coming when
the Kingdom of God will finally
have commenced and we will nev-
er have to say goodbye again. How
wonderful is God’s great plan!

Anthony Wasilkoff
Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan

The weather outside was cool
to cold—but the hearts inside
were warm and friendly. The Sas-
katoon Feast site was held in the
Sandman Inn where some attend-
ees stayed. All liked the closeness
that it offered. We booked the hall
for the full day and that allowed
us to have Bible studies, games,
sing-alongs and fellowship beyond
regular services.

The hall was a bit crowded, to
everyone’s delight. We expected 75
and received 105. Members from
Saskatoon did a fine job of orga-
nizing and serving. We tried to

isters and their wives to assist
our Saskatoon elder Bruce Bird.
Although Robert Berendt was the
Feast coordinator, he was only
able to stay from opening night
until Tuesday in order to move
on to an assignment in Kelowna,
British Columbia. Ministers who
served were Bruce and Donna
Bird, Ken and Diane Skorseth,

St. John’s,
Newfoundland

Forty-five enthusiastic Feastgo-
ers enjoyed our new location this
year at the Capital Hotel, where
the hotel staff added to the enjoy-
ment of our stay with their warm
and friendly attitude.

Brethren came from as far away
as California, Florida, Alaska and
Newfoundland! After a day or so,
we were bonding as family.

Sunday afternoon we were
blessed to have an open house
for a World News and Prophecy
seminar conducted by Darris
McNeely, where six new people
attended. Invitations had been
sent out to 200 GN subscribers
in the area, supplemented by a
three-day local newspaper ad.

Family Day consisted of a light
lunch with a lively sing-along in
the afternoon, followed by a tradi-
tional Newfoundland Jiggs dinner
of salt beef, peas pudding and sev-
eral root vegetables. A one-man
band entertained us later with
Newfoundland music and a dance
followed as well.

Seniors” brunch was well
attended by 28 in the Safe Har-
bour Lounge at the Capital Hotel,
with a presentation given by Jack
Fike of Tampa, Florida.

On a sweet note, our music
coordinator

Ministers and their wives who attended in Saskatoon

Garry Lucas put
together a fabu-
lous variety show
with 18 acts and
a Festival choir
that grew to 13,
adding to the
praise and wor-
ship service. The
entire congrega-
tion joined in
on the chorus
each time the St.
John’s Festival

Dan and Val Deininger, and
Glenn and Faroll Harmon. Ser-
monettes were well received, and
we also had a solid turnout for
the chorale led by Al Levitt. We
appreciated the music that was
offered during the Feast.

Special Bible studies were
offered and attendance was very
good. The sing-alongs provided
a relaxed time for fellowship and
enjoyment. Music can really set
the tone of a Feast.

A visit to the Western Cultural
Museum afforded time to walk
through an excellent museum
showing the development of the
farming industry and the prov-
ince. We had a lunch along with
the museum tour. It was also a
joy to see that groups of Church
people came together for their
own evenings out. Fellowship and
the warmth of others added to the
fine spiritual messages that were
given at this Feast.

Sermons were directed toward
the Kingdom and the development
of God’s family. The atmosphere
was positive and joyful.

Robert Berendt

choir sang.

Friday night provided another
opportunity to praise God in
hymns led by Dennis Stawarz fol-
lowed by a Bible study on our part
in God’s Kingdom given by Mal-
colm Murray.

We enjoyed lunch together on
the Last Great Day at a local piz-
za parlor and later enjoyed dinner
together before we all tearfully
went our separate ways.

The spiritual food nourished us
throughout the week with messag-
es on the coming millennial reign
of Jesus Christ and our prepara-

Time for a dance after the Jiggs
dinner at St. John’s
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tion for rulership with Christ in
His Kingdom.

Perhaps this year’s Feast expe-
rience was summed up best by a
member who commented that the
rain and windy weather through-
out the week actually brought
us all closer together. We left for
home on both a spiritual and
physical high, ready to run the
course for the year ahead.

A Dbig thank you to all who
attended and served to make this
year’s Feast in St. John’s a memo-
rable experience for all.

Dennis Horlick

Chile

Lican Ray

Lican Ray is a wonderful place
to spend God’s Feast! Its remote-
ness brings everyone together in
fellowshipping, worshipping, eat-
ing, playing and rejoicing—thus
fulfillilng the theme of Psalm 133
set at the beginning of the Feast.
The countryside is millennial and
picturesque with the snowcapped
Andes Mountains and the Villar-
rica Volcano in the background.

Days ranged from sunny and
pleasant to cool and rainy, but
the warm smiles and enthusiastic
hugs of the brethren quickly made
each day joyous. There were 320
brethren who celebrated the Feast
in Lican Ray.

Some restaurants were available
a few blocks away, but most breth-
ren shared meals with each other
in their cabins on the grounds of
the El Conquistador complex.

Activities for different age
groups were very popular. The
young adults planned, prepared
and enjoyed an asado (outdoor
grill). While waiting for the meat
to be ready, they all joined in on
games of Bible Trivia and Bible
Charades. The young children

tival coordinator Saul Langarica
was present for the first three
days. Jaime Gallardo and Fermin
Nain were the elders present for
the whole Feast. Scott Hoefker
and Omar Morales also gave main
messages.

Beautiful special music was pre-
sented every day. Three baptisms
took place during the Feast, and
seven children were blessed on the
Last Great Day.

A going-away party was held in
the evening after the Last Great
Day to say good-bye for another
year. After many hugs, photos and
tearful good-byes, most brethren
left on a 10-hour bus ride while
looking forward to next year’s
Feast!

Gayle Hoefker

Congo

Kinshasa

Thirty-four people celebrated the
Feast of Tabernacles in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
Several longtime Church members
joined us for the first time this year,
and were very happy to spend pre-
cious moments with us at this Feast,
which teaches us the things of God.

The Festival video was very edify-
ing for the brethren; most of who
live in very precarious situations
and frequently live through trials of

Lican Ray, Chile

had a party with games.

There was a ladies’ night spon-
sored by the Spokesman’s Club,
and onces (socials) were prepared
for the ladies and the seniors.
A trip to a nearby thermal hot
springs and a family and young
adults dance were other activi-
ties. All enjoyed a talent night of
humorous skits and beautiful tra-
ditional Chilean dances.

The messages for the Feast were
well prepared and appropriate for
the season. Three ministers were
present to give the messages. Fes-

faith. Many asked
that their thanks
be extended to the
team that prepared
the video.

The special assis-
tance provided by
the French office
allowed us to spend
the Feast in good
conditions. We
received with great
joy a special card
of Festival greetings
from the St. Louis,
Missouri, congrega-
tion. We thank the brethren there
wholeheartedly.

We are thankful to God who pro-
tected us through the Festival peri-
od. There were no negative incidents
of any kind.

Jacob Pembelongo

Estonia

Saaremaa and Tartu

A record 89 people from Esto-
nia, Latvia, Finland, Sweden,
Germany, Ireland, New Zealand,

Canada and the United States
came together to observe the
Feast in Estonia. We started on
Saaremaa, the largest island in
the Baltic Sea, where we met in a
Spa Hotel. This was particularly
enjoyable for our 20 children, who
enjoyed all the various pools.

From Latvia we had 20 come
from a church that now keeps the
Sabbath and Holy Days. A few of
them spoke English. Their pastor
Robert Schultz spoke to us about
how they came to understand
some of the fundamental beliefs
of the United Church of God
through the Internet. The 2006
Israel-Lebanon War motivated
them to find the booklet The
Middle East in Prophecy. That led
to the Good News and the United
Church of God.

Our Festival theme this year
was “Christ-Centered Servant
Leadership in the World Tomor-
row.” Sermons and sermonettes
touched on the rebuilding and
rehabilitation of the earth that
will take place at the beginning of
the Millennium. We were blessed
to have elders Johnnie Lambert,
Randy Schreiber, Phil Sandilands
and Roland Clark along with oth-
ers who provided a good variety
of in-depth messages.

One highlight was an evening
gathering where some of our
remote brethren told their stories.
Klogay and Margaret Doh, Karen
refugees from Thailand who have
resettled in Finland, told about
their life in refugee camps and
their new life in Finland. Marga-
ret’s sister in North Carolina was
featured in the Festival video as
one of the refugees resettled in the
United States.

Otbher stories were told by Man-
dy Heathcote, formerly from Zim-
babwe and now in New Zealand;
Artur Aleksandrov, a Russian
Estonian living in Tallinn; Rainer
and Margit Barth, formerly from
East Germany; and Vello Saar, a
UCG member from Cincinnati
who was born on Saaremaa.

For the second half of the Feast
we traveled to the 1,000-year-old
city of Tartu. You can see a video
clip of the Feast at www.kubik.
org/estonia.

Victor Kubik

France

Portbail
Two hundred and thirty breth-
ren from many countries cel-

ebrated the Feast in France in
2009 at the seaside resort village
of Portbail in the beautiful region
of Normandy.

As is usual in France, Festival
attendees lodged, took their meals
and attended services together,
this time in the VVF vacation
colony where everything was
within walking distance. It rained
at times through the week, but it
always seemed to stop for sched-
uled outdoor activities.

Many brethren commented on
the fine quality of the sermons,
sermonettes and special music
each day. The Festival video was
very well received and the topic of
much follow-up conversation.

On Family Day, brethren were
encouraged to participate in group
games and activities, including a
sampling of delicacies from Mar-
tinique, prepared by brethren
from that island in the French
West Indies.

During the
week many
brethren took
walks along the
beach to enjoy
the beautiful
coastal scenery.
Later in the
week the fun
show evening
was also a high
point, includ-

The royal Prussian crown
at Hohenzollern Castle

city of Bayeux with its 900-year-
old tapestry, graphically recount-
ing the history of the Norman
Conquest of 1066.

Several brethren commented
on how much they enjoyed having
more time to spend together and
especially taking meals together
each day, allowing much time for
fellowship and getting to know
new people.

While not yet completely cer-
tain, it is likely that Portbail will
once again be the French Festival
site in 2010.

Germany

Schluchsee

Two hundred and forty-three
people from seven countries gath-
ered to celebrate the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in the beautiful village of
Schluchsee, Germany, in the heart

The Griswold family from Dyer,
Indiana, at the Feast in Germany

of the Black Forest.
The Feast began
with warm, sunny
weather that lasted
until the middle of
the week. A highlight
for German-speaking
members was the dis-
tribution of the new

ing skits, music

performed on several instruments
and sung in French and English,
as well as an annual performance
by our beloved Belgian prestidigi-
tator.

On weekdays, coach excursions
visited historical and cultural sites
of interest, including the 1944
D-Day beaches and the large
American military cemetery over-
looking Omaha Beach; the beauti-
ful Mont Saint Michel, a fortified
medieval town that becomes an
island at high tide; and the ancient

hardbound German
hymnal, a one-to-one reproduc-
tion of UCG’s English hymnal
that took 20 months to complete.
Messages throughout the Feast
focused on God’s overall plan and
the importance of relationships.
Two interactive Bible studies were
also conducted for the teenag-
ers, and children participated in
special Bible classes. A variety of
activities offered brethren plenty
of time for fellowship and enjoy-
ment, starting with a welcome
evening after the first Holy Day.

Feastgoers in France take a trip to the medieval town Mont Saint Michel
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Pre-Feast Tour in France Takes Brethren on a

Journey Thr

ough History

were wounded before the German attack was halted
in 1916. The group visited the museum, toured the
fortress of Vaux and the French military cemetery
and ossuary.

On day two the tour visited Bastogne, Belgium,
made famous during the Battle of the Bulge in 1944,
when American troops were surrounded by advanc-
ing German panzers, but refused to surrender and
held out until relieved. In the afternoon the group
toured the battlefield of Waterloo south of Brussels,
where Napoleon Bonaparte fought his last battle
against a coalition of English, Prussian and Dutch-
Belgian troops. Napoleon’s defeat marked the fall

Boat tour of the canals in Bruges

Prior to the Feast of Tabernacles in France
this year, 35 brethren participated in a histori-
cal tour of sites of interest in northern France
and Belgium.

The tour began with a Day of Atonement
service in Paris attended by 60 people. The
tour leader, who is also regional coordinator
for the French-speaking areas, gave the sermon

The group stops on a hillock overlooking the Battlefield
of Waterloo in Belgium

about turning points in human history and how
the Day of Atonement represents a master turning
point in several key domains of human existence.

The group had dinner together in a private dining
room of the famous Procope restaurant in Paris,
previously frequented by famous historical figures
Robespierre, Danton, Napoleon, Benjamin Frank-
lin and Thomas Jefferson.

The theme of turning points was carried through
the following four days as the coach tour progressed.
Each evening, a PowerPoint or video presentation
was made explaining the context and importance
of sites to be visited the following day.

On the first day of visits, the tour group stopped
near Chateau Thierry about 60 miles from Paris in
Belleau Wood, which was the high-water mark of
the German advance on Paris in 1918 during World
War I. The advancing forces were stopped in the
little wood by the courageous tenacity of American
troops who were just entering the war and who
sustained heavy casualties.

From there the tour progressed to Verdun, prob-
ably the most destructive battlefield in human his-
tory, where at least a quarter of a million French
and German soldiers died and at least half a million

of what the Church has traditionally believed to be
the eighth of the 10 horns mentioned in Daniel 7.7,
resurrections of the Holy Roman Empire.

On the third day the group visited the Grand
Place, the central square of old Brussels, with time
for shopping, and then continued on to the famous
Hanseatic League city of Bruges, often called the
Venice of the North due to its beautiful canals. The
group viewed the city by boat before having free
time to explore.

On the last day of the tour, the group visited
the beaches of Dunkirk, where a third of a million
allied soldiers miraculously escaped capture by sur-
rounding German soldiers in 1940. Their escape to
England effectively derailed Hitler’s plan to invade
England during World War II. For the lunch the
tour group stopped in Honfleur, a picturesque and
ancient port. Many of the French explorers who
founded the original French colonies in Canada set
sail from Honfleur.

Finally the coach arrived in Portbail, the Festival
site, in the late afternoon in time for everyone to
get settled in and prepared for the opening night
service of the Feast of Tabernacles. un

For the children, there was a
party with an outdoor carriage
ride after an afternoon of Kegeln
(nine-pin bowling). The teens once
again tested their driving skills with
go-karts and also competed in a
friendly round of Kegeln. Seniors
enjoyed each other’s company with
a traditional Kaffee and Kuchen
(“coffee and cake”) social.

Special treats for the ladies
were the women’s breakfast and
an afternoon interactive Bible
discussion. The family dance was
once again a major highlight for
all ages, with live music represent-
ing nearly every genre. This year’s
bus trip was an excursion to Col-
mar in the nearby Alsace region
of eastern France. For the athleti-
cally able, volleyball provided an
opportunity for recreation and
camaraderie. The week wrapped

up with a farewell evening after
the Last Great Day.
Jesmina Allaoua

Ghana

Accra

This year 560 people kept the
Feast in Ghana’s capital city of
Accra, including four foreign visi-
tors, three from the United States
and one from Nigeria.

Services were held every day.
Each of Ghana’s seven pastors gave
one sermon, while visiting senior
pastor Melvin Rhodes spoke on
both Holy Days. As so many of
Ghana’s members are new, the
focus was on solid but simple spiri-
tual food, educating brethren on
the meaning of the Feast and the
importance of God’s Laws.

We took advantage of the fact
that the Feast was being held in
the capital. As this is the cente-
nary year of Ghana’s founder,
Kwame Nkrumah, a highlight of

Children’s ice cream party in Ghana

the Feast was a
tour of his mau-
soleum. We also
toured the airport.
A Dbeach party
was also held for
everybody.

Our main chal-
lenges during the
Feast were accom-
modations and

transportation.
Arrangements
had been made

Guatemala’s best grillers prepare the meat for
Family Day

with a school to
rent us 140 family rooms. When
we arrived, they only had 34.

Fortunately, Accra members
organizing the Feast had made
alternative, “just in case” arrange-
ments with the local university on
the other side of town.

Thanks to a special donation
by members in Illinois congrega-
tions pastored by Ken Graham,
we were able to provide everybody
with a very special Sabbath meal
on the Last Great Day. We were
also able to give ice cream to 250
children at a special children’s
party on the previous day, a rare
treat for Ghana’s youngsters who
mostly live in rural areas where
they never get to eat ice cream.

Melvin Rhodes

Guatemala

Antigua

Without a doubt, we have just
had the best Feast ever: a spring-
like atmosphere, scattered show-
ers and widespread warmth and
affection exem-
plified by enthu-
siastic coopera-
tion!

There were
special occasions
for everyone
and for all ages.
These included a
ladies’ breakfast,
Family Day, a
seniors’ brunch
and a dance and
get-together for
the youth with a

|

Lethem, Rupununi, Guyana

—

faithful obedience to our great
Creator’s laws.

We said our good-byes some-
what tinged with sadness, but we
were also happy and determined
to stay in contact with each oth-
er, thereby strengthening our-
selves and maintaining a united
front against the problems that
are bound to come.

The maximum attendance
was 656, and we had the crown-
ing blessing of eight baptisms to
round out the joy of one and all.
Everyone truly had a marvelous
time, and we are already making
plans for next year.

Luis Mundo Tello

Guyana

Lethem, Rupununi
Brethren in Guyana and visiting
members again enjoyed a memo-
rable Feast of Tabernacles with
God. This year Darnley Hazell
and his family came all the way
down from St. Vincent. Also with

special seminar
on how to arrive at wise decisions.
Many additional activities as well
contributed towards making this
an especially family-oriented
Feast.

The inspired
messages helped
us to focus on the
things that are real-
ly important in life
and showed us how
to get our priorities
in line with those
established by God.
Our attention was
particularly focused
on His coming
Kingdom—a prom-
ise soon to be real-
ized toward which
we must valiantly
strive each and
every day by our

us again was the ever faithful and
serving Max Victor. Their pres-
ence was really appreciated. Mr.
Hazell greatly assisted with the
speaking and songleading.

It was amazing to note how
the sermonettes tied in with the
messages on the sermon videos—
each connected to the theme of
the righteousness, joy, peace and
light of the coming Kingdom of
God.

The Feast video was inspiring
to all. The lesson was clear for all
to see, and many eyes were wiped
as the unbelievable faith, courage
and strength of a beloved sister,
Carol Zamora, were revealed—
truly a moving account of a God-
fearing servant.

There were 27 present on the
first Holy Day and 25 on the Last
Great Day. One visitor we had on
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the Last Great Day was a mem-
ber of another Church of God. He
was delighted to be welcomed to
the service and was appreciative
of everything offered.

God blessed us with good
weather, and everyone deemed the
Feast an uplifting and spiritually
satisfying one.

Once again, members in Guy-
ana would like to express grati-
tude to those who made this Feast
a success, and all praise and glory
go to our loving Father in heaven
who made it all happen.

Gary Atkinson

INndia

Hyderabad

Twenty UCG brethren from
India, the United States and Can-
ada observed the second Feast of
Tabernacles in Hyderabad, India.

India is a very big country with
a population of over 1.1 billion,
but with 12 brethren in India, the
saying “one in a million” makes
them 1 in 97 million.

The Feast is the only time breth-
ren can see each other. It took us
25 hours to travel from Canada
to India. Amazingly, it took one
person who lives in India that
long to travel to the Feast site.
Another Indian couple traveled
over 35 hours.

All events were held at the
Golkonda Resort and Spa, which
1s an all-inclusive resort, so we saw
each other at breakfast, services,
Bible study, noon and evening
meals. What a great fellowship
Feast! Most afternoons we visited
local sites or relaxed in the resort
swimming pool.

One afternoon excursion was a
visit to the Qutub Shahi Tombs.
These tombs of the legendary
Qutub Shahi kings lie to the north
of Golkonda, about a kilometer
away from the Golkonda Fort.
Planned and built by the Qutub
Shahi themselves, these tombs
are said to be the oldest histori-
cal monuments in Hyderabad.
It is the only place in the world
where an entire dynasty has been
buried.

The tomb area showed what
rulers thought of their deaths,
and yet we were there picturing
a time (especially the Last Great
Day) when they will rise from
their tombs. God’s great plan is

so much more important than an
impressive building that lasts few
years compared to eternity.

Saying good-bye was an emo-
tional time as some of us knew we
would never see each other again,
and the India brethren knew it
would be a year before they would
meet other brethren again.

We truly meant the first line of
the last song we sang before we
departed our separate ways, “God
be with you till we meet again.”

Lloyd Teetaert

taly

Sabaudia

Brethren from the United
States, United Kingdom, Hol-
land, Germany, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Nigeria,
Mexico, Canada and Italy gath-
ered for the Feast of Tabernacles
in Sabaudia (south of Rome).
The highest attendance was 365

and Christian friendship. There
are no adequate words to express
thanks to all who have served and
contributed in various ways to
make the Feast truly memorable
to God’s glory and honor. Our
heartfelt thanks goes especially
to all the brethren who travelled
from long distance and celebrated
the Feast of Tabernacles with us
in Italy.

Carmelo Anastasi

vory Coast

Yapleu

Fifty-two people celebrated the
Feast of Tabernacles in the village
of Yapleu, 56 kilometers (35 miles)
from the town of Man in western
Cote d’Ivoire.

We listened to recorded French-
language sermons from the French
office every day, which were also
translated into Yacouba, the local
spoken language. Sermonettes were

(including children). We were
a small but enthusiastic group
of God’s people enjoying heart-
felt sermons, delicious food and
Christian fellowship.

Several brethren participated in
cultural tours to famous historical
places like Florence, Pisa, Lucca,
San Gimignano, Pompeii, Impe-
rial Rome and the Vatican muse-
ums. The pre-Feast tour in Tus-
cany along with the other cultural
tours in the Roman region during
the Feast were appreciated very
much and will be offered again
next year. We also had memorable
social activities like Family Day
on the beach, the talent show and
the evening dance for the enjoy-
ment of all Feast participants. We
were blessed with a wonderfully
peaceful ocean and warm weather
throughout
all days of
the Feast.

The “Arri-
vederci” sec-
tion of the
Feast was a
very mov-
ing, unfor-
gettable
moment. We
would like
to express
our grate-
fulness for
your broth-
erly presence

Hyderabad, India

given in Yacouba by Paul Tia and
Seussié Bleu. Many new people from
local villages also came to hear the
messages given.

During this great Feast of our
Creator, we enjoyed gazelle and goat
meat, as well as new rice, cassava
and banana dumplings, placali with
leaf sauce, peanuts and palm grains.
It was a wonderful physical Feast as
well as spiritual. There were numer-
ous baptism requests, which will be
addressed during the next pastoral
visit to Cote d’Ivoire.

We are thankful for help in orga-
nizing the Feast of Tabernacles in
Cote d’Ivoire.

Paul Tia

Jamaica

Ocho Rios

What could possibly account for
the perfect weather at the Ocho
Rios Feast site, as 428 brethren
gathered to celebrate another
Feast, but the Creator’s gracious
intervention!

An impressive number of elders
and deacons delivered stirring
sermons and sermonettes, which
called the brethren to service, self-
sacrifice, fortitude in adversity,
leadership, submission to godly
authority and fear in the Lord.
The role of the Body of Christ was
put in context of all this, while
recurring themes of the Kingdom

of God interspersed the messages.
Young people were reinforced by
Bible studies.

Under the directorship of Arvid
Simmons, the Festival choir gave
a musical banquet of anthems,

] i

nial as the days were warm and
sunny and the nights were cool.
Monkeys and a great variety of
birds played in the acacia trees.
Storks, hippos and nearby zebras
and giraffes also added to the

3 Bk

The children’s choir performs in Ocho Rios, Jamaica

duets, a solo and contributions
from the youth group, the chil-
dren’s choir and the Jamaican
choir.

The sermon video was so mov-
ing that it needs no further com-
ment other than to emphasize the
need for the Kingdom of God to
end all suffering. A PowerPoint
presentation narrated by the
regional pastor and Feast coor-
dinator Kingsley Mather featured
the congregations of the Caribbe-
an and outlined the scope of the
work in the area.

Group activities included a sin-
gles’ dinner and dance, a boat ride
through the Caribbean, and visits
to the famous Dunn’s River Falls
and the Wassi Art Shop.

Fun day on the beach was sim-
ply hot, with laughter, games and
a healthy rivalry between com-
peting teams—Judah and Israel.
But the UCG family outdid itself
displaying
remarkable
versatility
in the well-
received tal-
ent show.

The over-
seas brethren
graciously
hosted a lun-
cheon, but
a wonderful
surprise yet
awaited in the
ordination of

atmosphere. Most of the breth-
ren from East Africa camped in
tents for the Feast and ate meals
together while the international
brethren stayed at the neighbor-
ing Fish Eagle Inn.

The messages were uplifting,
encouraging and inspiring. In
addition to the regular services,
two leadership seminars, a mar-
riage seminar and two Bible stud-
ies added to the spiritual meat
of the Feast. Family Day was a
highlight with games and a dip
in the hotel swimming pool for
the children, teens and young
adults.

One of the highlights of the
Feast was the ordination of Musa
Maraba Nyaira as an elder on the
first Holy Day.

Thanks to donations from vari-
ous members and congregations in
the United States, everyone at the
Feast had the opportunity to take

The Chiriswa family at the buffet luncheon in Kenya

Mr. Lattery

and Mr. Sterling, stalwart mem-

bers of the Ocho Rios congrega-

tion—a fitting end to a Feast cel-

ebrated in the fear of the Lord.
Macdge Thompson

Kenya

Lake Naivasha

Jumbo from Kenya! Over 150
brethren from Kenya, Uganda,
Zambia, Australia, England and
the United States worshipped and
rejoiced together on the shores of
Lake Naivasha in Kenya.

The setting at the lake was
beautiful and seemingly millen-

a boat tour of the lake, which is
world-renowned for bird watching
and hippo sighting. We also were
able to provide everyone attending
the Last Great Day services with
a buffet lunch at the Fish Eagle
Inn. Both of these activities added
to the joy of God’s Feast.

The Feast of Tabernacles was
truly a time to rejoice and enjoy
the spirit of unity and a respite
from the troubles of the world,
such as the drought that is still a
major problem in parts of Kenya.
Your East African brethren send
you greetings and thank you for
your continued prayers.

Tim Waddle
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Malaysia

Tawau, Sabah

Set on the edge of a Borneo jun-
gle and against the backdrop of
breathtaking, lush, green moun-
tains is the Shan Shui Golf and
Country Club in Tawau, Malay-
sia, where 30 brethren kept the
Feast of Tabernacles this year.

Most of the brethren—many of
whom are former members of the
Jerusalem Church of God—stayed
together outside their homes dur-
ing the full eight days for the first
time. No one needed encourage-
ment to fellowship, as all stayed at
one camp in wooden chalets and
enjoyed all meals together.

Highlights of the Feast were the
spiritual messages, a visit to Bukit
Gemok (Gemok Hill), the chil-
dren’s activities and a barbecue
followed by karaoke, an activity
at which the brethren excel.

Raul Villacote, from Leyte,
Philippines, was the Festival coor-

the glass gallery at Phoenix and
the gorge at Riviére Noire. We
also enjoyed the beautiful beaches
all around.

During the whole time of the
Feast we were a family united by
a palpable bond of brotherhood
that prefigured the wonderful
millennial reign of Jesus Christ.
The foretaste was so strong that
we could only pray even harder,

“Thy kingdom come!”

Jocelyn Prodigue
Mexico
Acapulco

Justice, peace and joy were the
ingredients present at this year’s
Feast of Tabernacles at the beau-
tiful port of Acapulco, Guer-
rero, Mexico, where 356 brethren
enjoyed eight days of fellowship
and spiritual nourishment.

Attendees included members
from different parts of Mexico
and visitors from

Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia

dinator and main speaker. Vari-
ous speakers gave the spiritual
messages, which focused on God’s
plan for humanity, in three differ-
ent languages.

The brethren are already look-
ing forward to keeping next year’s
Feast of Tabernacles for the full
eight days once more.

Suren Proag

Mauritius

Flic-en-Flac

A dozen members celebrated
the Feast of Tabernacles in Mau-
ritius this year. Visiting elder
David Evans from the home office
gave very instructive and encour-
aging sermons. A high point dur-
ing the Feast was the baptisms of
Jaqueline and Saloni Prodigue.
The ceremony was held in the
swimming pool of the apartment
complex where Festival attendees
lodged. We were all conscious of
this blessing from our Father in
heaven who in His love added two
children to His Church in Mau-
ritius.

Brilliant sunlight shone during
the whole Feast in the oceanside
resort of Flic-en-Flac and on the
whole island. The fine weather
allowed us to make excursions to
the north, east and southwest of
the island. Among other places we
visited the botanical gardens of
Pamplemousse, the central market
in the capital city of Port Louis,

the United States
and Ecuador.
All participated
in lively and fun
activities espe-
cially planned for
the Feast, such as
a delightful after-
noon activity for

the ladies, a rejoicing family din-
ner and dance, a talent show, an
activity for the couples that ended
with a romantic dance, a day at
the beach and a family dance, just
to mention a few.

But without doubt, the best
part of the Feast was the spiritual
content received in Bible classes
for the children, Bible studies for
members, sermonettes and ser-
mons.

The Feast video was viewed on
the fifth day of the Feast. In the
Feast survey, 93 percent said that
the Feast video had been one of the
main highlights of the Feast and
was excellent and most inspiring.

Many commented that they
would never again complain
about their circumstances because
the video had really helped them
put things into perspective. See-
ing the spiritual fortitude in fel-
low Christians facing adversities
motivated us to continue walking
in faith until the Kingdom of God
is established here on earth.

Dancers perform in the talent show in Acapulco, Mexico

sport activi-
ties, sce-
nic cruises
and tour-
ing through
lush, green
valleys, roll-
ing plains
and rug-
ged hills.
The popu-
lar over-50s
luncheon
was held at
the Huka
Village win-
ery, an event

Moreover, this year we had
the ordination of a new deacon
and had eight baptisms. During
the Last Great Day, the speakers
expounded on the meaning of the
day. In the afternoon, Enrique
Granados, who is the minister in
Mexico City, exhorted all to perse-
vere in our struggle against Satan
and to continue preparing so that
we may see each other next year
at the Feast of Tabernacles and
finally in the Kingdom of God.

It was announced that the Feast
next year will be in beautiful San
Miguel de Allende, which is one
of Mexico’s most beautiful cit-
ies. The members applauded the
news.

All in all, we truly
had our best Feast
ever!

Larry Roybal

New
/ealand

Taupo

The 2009 Feast
of Tabernacles was
again held on the
shore of Lake Taupo,
an area often referred
to as “the events
region of New Zea-
land.” The attendance was about
150, including brethren from the
United States, Canada, Australia,
Germany, South Africa and the
Philippines.

We all enjoyed a number of
Festival-type events such as water

Sailboat tour in New Zealand

known for
its excellent food and scintillating
conversation. Some of the other
highlights were the Feast dinner
held in the Huka Village Conven-
tion Centre, the young adult and
youth activities program and, on
account of the inclement weather
conditions on some days, indoor
activities like indoor rock climb-
ing, spontaneous musical jam ses-
sions and singing.

On the second day of the Feast
snow had fallen on the higher
regions of the central plateau
and the surrounding mountains.
This created a stunning tableau
of picturesque panoramas, scenes
eagerly captured by those with
cameras and videos.

Leon Walker, a longtime trustee
of UCG-New Zealand; his wife,
Reba, and two of their grand-
daughters were with us through-
out the Feast. André van Belkum
and his wife, Elise, also shared the
Feast with us, having just arrived
on transfer from South Africa to
serve in the New Zealand and
Pacific region. Both ministers
delivered a number of inspiring
sermons that, together with the
split sermons, sermonettes and
the Feast video, provided a range
of spiritual instruction with the
main focus on the Millennium
and the Last Great Day.

Art Verschoor

Nigeria
Benin City

One hundred and forty-eight
brethren from all over Nigeria
kept this year’s Feast of Taberna-
cles in Benin City, capital of Edo
State. International brethren with
us at the Feast were Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Kellers. Two brethren from
Ghana, Quaesi Joseph and Kwofi
Thomas, also kept the first half of
the Feast with us.

Oludare Akinbo gave a series of
sermons on growing in faith based
on Abraham. His first sermon,
“In Blessing I Will Bless You,”
reminded brethren of God’s bless-
ings in areas that are often over-
looked but are important: God’s
laws, strength through trials,
being firstfruits and thus ruling
with Christ as kings and priests,
reconciliation with God and being
heirs of Abraham and the prom-
ises of Christ.

Coleman Nworgu, our deacon
in Owerri, spoke on “being con-
tent” with our blessings and not
allowing greed to rule our lives.
His second sermon was on the
shortness of life in the flesh and
how the only important thing is to
be in God’s Kingdom. One phrase
he used was, “I believe in life after
life.” The sermon expanded on
Psalm 90:12, “So teach us to num-
ber our days, that we may gain
a heart of wisdom.” Fred Kellers
commented, “It was especially
powerful to a man approaching
7017

Oliver Ekwe, a leader in the
Owerri congregation, spoke on
walking and living in the light. He
was quite forceful about not fel-
lowshipping with people who will
pull us away from the light God

Benin City, Nigeria

has led us to: “Tell me who is your
friend and I will tell you who you
are. Many have run away from the
faith because of bad company.”
There were two baptisms on the
seventh day in a pool within the
Feast site hotel premises. It was a
wonderful Feast.
Oludare Akinbo

Peru

Huanchaco

One hundred and forty people
from eight countries enjoyed a
wonderful and spiritually fulfill-
ing Feast approximately 350 miles
north of Lima in the seaside town
of Huanchaco, Peru.

Messages following a theme of
keeping the faith, maintaining zeal
and holding onto your crown were
provided in Spanish and English
with translation available. A high-
light of the Feast was a visit from
ABC Faculty member Ralph Levy.

On the second day of the Feast,
members celebrated the wedding of
Efrain Espinoza and Claudia Llanos
from Lima. In addition to the wed-
ding, members enjoyed three danc-
es, a karaoke night and an amazing
talent show that was held toward the
end of the Feast. The talent show
was full of musical numbers present-
ing the history, cultural dress and
dances of South America that would
rival any professional talent show.

In addition to the active evenings
the Feast involved daily activities
to help the members bond with
one another. There was a ladies’
afternoon of laughter and games, a
children’s fun day including a pup-
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pet show and face painting, a teens’
activity and a family fun day on the
beach with team games and a sand
castle building contest.

Physical food and warm fellow-
ship were abundant throughout the
entire Feast. Members left spiritu-
ally rejuvenated ready to face anoth-
er year before they can be together
again.

Dan and Renea Apartian

Philippines

Baguio City

Baguio City was once again one
of three Feast of Tabernacles sites
in the Philippines. For the ninth
consecutive year, the Feast was
held at the conference hall of the
Ang Ating Tahanan grounds of
the Girl Scout of the Philippines
in Baguio City.

We were expecting a higher
attendance than last year, which
was 167, due to the number of
families of brethren who regis-
tered for the Baguio Feast site.
And true enough, that number
was surpassed on the very first
day of the Feast at 170! This was

Feast of Tabernacles

R arEw

Baguio City, Philippines

the highest attendance we’ve ever
had since we began keeping the
Feast in Baguio City in 2001. We
were privileged to have visiting
U.S. pastor Ken Treybig and his
wife, Kathy, for the first two days
of the Feast.

In spite of the typhoon that hit
the Baguio City Feast site, bring-
ing heavy, nonstop rains for seven
days of the Feast, the brethren’s
spirit of rejoicing was not damp-
ened. All of our activities were
done indoors, but hardly anyone
was bothered by it. Among the
Festival activities were fun and
games during the youth day and

Family Day as well as a formal
dinner in honor of our senior
Feastgoers on Seniors’ Night,
where for the third consecutive
year, the teens and
young adults orga-
nized themselves to
serve our seniors at
the Feast.

The Festival
show this year was
held on the third
day of the Feast. It
featured songs and
dances from movie
classics like West
Side Story, The
Sound of Music,
My Fair Lady, Les
Miserables, Cats
and South Pacific.
Featured as well were a good
number of Filipino songs and folk
dances.

This year’s Feast video on the
fourth day of the Feast really
inspired all the Feastgoers. Not
one left the hall that day without
tears in their eyes.

With all the fine fellowship,
enjoyment and the spiritually
inspiring messages we received
during this Feast, everyone pres-
ent felt they experienced a greater
degree of cooperation and close-
ness among the brethren in this
Festival site. Indeed, this year still
stood out as the best so far in many
years in spite of the heavy nonstop
rains that went on throughout the
celebration.

Rey Evasco

Davao City

Of the 430 people who attended
the Davao Festival site, many con-
sidered it their “best Feast ever.”

We were blessed with good
weather throughout the Feast.
Since Davao City is geo-
graphically south of the
typhoon belt, we were spared
from the two recent super-
typhoons that wreaked hav-
oc in the northern part of
the country and caused the
worst flooding in 42 years.

The helpful and inspir-
ing messages helped the
brethren look past the pres-
ent problems and focus on
that wonderful time in the
future when all suffering
will cease. Ken and Kathy
Treybig (pastor of the U.S.
congregations in East Texas,
Texarkana, Texas, and Ruston,
Louisiana) were our guests for the
last two days of the Feast. Many
also appreciated the true-to-life
stories shared by those featured
in the Feast video. We also devot-
ed three consecutive evenings to
practical Christianity sessions for
married couples, singles and teens.
Another full evening was devoted
to answering dozens of Bible ques-
tions from the brethren.

Apart from the spiritual aspects
of the Feast, the fellowship and
entertainment were excellent as
well. Children played barefoot
on the green grass. Teens had

many opportunities to interact as
well. The seniors spent an after-
noon sipping coffee and exchang-
ing stories about “the good old
days.” Families enjoyed a fellow-

ship evening of games and, later
in the Feast, an afternoon sports
day while feasting on Davao’s best
fruits.

We offered free lunches for
everyone, with a serving of roast-
ed calf on the first day and on the
last day. We also distributed used
clothing and breakfast items to all
the families at the Feast.

A few more things made the
Feast extra special. We devot-
ed one afternoon to livelihood
workshops, where some brethren
shared their marketable skill with
others. On another afternoon, a
well-known Filipino medical doc-
tor, who is a Church member,
conducted a PowerPoint health
seminar, sharing the latest health
research and tips behind his suc-
cessful treatment of patients
labeled as “hopeless cases” by
other doctors—mainly through
proper diet and nutrition.

Finally, we had quite a number
of individuals from our former
association who have recently
begun attending with us. We also
had about 15 infants and children
blessed, as well as nine baptisms!

We thank God for all these
great and wonderful blessings. As
we strive to continuously improve,
we look forward to another “best
Feast ever” next year.

Daniel and Edmond Macaraeg

lloilo City

One hundred and twelve breth-
ren from the central part of the
Philippines, including eight from
Canada and the United States,
enjoyed eight days of rejoicing and
feasting on physical and spiritual
food in Punta Villa, Iloilo, Philip-
pines.

The messages and Bible studies
gave inspiration to the brethren
every day. All members and their
families enjoyed the setting of
the beautiful and elegant Crystal
Ballroom.

A wide variety of activities were
held in the afternoons, ranging
from parlor games on the youth day
and a sing-along to a distribution
of used clothing for members and a
mouth-watering roasted calf meal
that was shared by everyone during
Family Day. The variety show pre-
sentation, as always, was the high-
light of all these activities.

The brethren were inspired by
the messages and the Bible study
for the youth conducted by Ken
Treybig, this year’s visiting min-
ister for the three Feast sites in
the Philippines. The
Festival video was also
greatly appreciated by
the brethren. Many
were touched by the
stories and experiences
of our brethren in the
Church.

Before and during
the Feast, the country
was hit hard by two
typhoons, bringing
calamity to many and
destruction of infra-
structure, agricultural
lands and lives.

But we are all very thankful
that God protected His people,
and the devastating storms did
not lessen the rejoicing of the
brethren. This year, we also had
one baptism during the Feast.

In Punta Villa, the closeness
of the brethren made everyone
familiar with each other. The fel-

lloilo City, Philippines

lowshipping was indeed a blessing
to all who came for the Feast.

Inspired and encouraged by what
they have learned and experienced
throughout the Feast, visitors from
outside of the country said they
would invite more brethren in their
areas to attend the Feast in Iloilo
with them next year.

We all give credit to our loving
Creator who made the Feast a big
success and the best Feast ever!

Florante Siopan

Rwanda

Lake Muhazi

The Feast of Tabernacles and
Last Great Day 2009 in Rwanda
were celebrated on Lake Muhazi
in an atmosphere of joy, serenity,
brotherhood and devotion. The
Feast site, which was on
the shores of a beautiful
lake, with lush greenery
all around and far from
the agitation of the mod-
ern world, had a great
deal to do with the suc-
cess of the Feast. This
milieu reflected the good-
ness and generosity of our
heavenly Father and was
restful for Feastgoers of
all ages.

Eighty people spent
the eight days at Muhazi,

enjoying edifying spiritual and
physical food, as well as many
collective activities.

There were frequent problems
with the electrical generator,
which kept breaking down, but
that didn’t prevent brethren from
adapting to the situation and
using resourcefulness to overcome
the inconvenience.

There were numerous stimulat-
ing activities. After services in the
morning, afternoons were spent
in Bible studies, strolls, a knit-
ting course for the ladies and two
meetings of the United Church of
God-Rwanda association.

In the evenings there were other
activities, such as a talent show
(poems, skits and songs), a les-
son in table etiquette and discus-
sions in which we had the chance
to share how God has shown His
presence in our lives since the last
Feast.

Brethren found the Festival vid-
eo about Christians dealing with
trials to be particularly touching
and moving. They also especially
appreciated a sermon recorded

by Joel Meeker, titled “Are You a
Fox or a Hedgehog?” which elder
Jean-Marie Mundeli illustrated
with drawings of the animals.

On the Last Great Day we had
the arrival of Mr. Burume, who
had come all the way from Bukavu
in the eastern part of the Congo
to spend the Holy Day with us. It
was another happy event on the
shores of Lake Muhazi.

He and his family have gone
through great trials and must
walk by faith in the tragic situa-
tions that arise in their troubled
country.

At the end of the Feast members
made suggestions on what they
most appreciated and things that
might be improved in the future
for the fall Holy Days.

Our thanks for our brethren in
the Church who made available
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the assistance that allowed your
brothers and sisters in Rwanda to
rejoice for eight days before our
Heavenly Father.

Jean-Marie Mundeli

South Africa

George

For the sixth consecutive year
the United Church of God-South
Africa enjoyed a very profitable
Feast of Tabernacles in George.

The weather and environment
were just right; the messages,
both encouraging and uplifting.
Thanks to some very talented
members from New York, we had
a pianist and live special music.

There were 52 people in atten-
dance, meeting daily in quiet
and peaceful surroundings. The
spiritual food, walks in the for-
est, long conversations and price-

George, South Africa

were attending the
Feast for the first
time!

Sermons cen-
tered on the King-
dom of God and
preparing our-
selves now for the
glorious return of
Jesus Christ.

We took a group
trip to the Ele-
phant Orphanage.
There we watched
baby elephants

South African braai (barbecue)
was enjoyed on Wednesday fol-
lowed by the Festival DVD that
evening.

The youth were able to spend
Thursday evening with Mr.
Greider in an informal question-
and-answer discussion, and our
senior citizens, 68 in all, enjoyed a

less fellowship prepared us well
for the year that lies ahead.

A very big thanks also go to all
the visitors from the United States
and guest speaker Larry Greider,
who attended in George with his
wife, Bonnie.

Stan Botha

Uvongo

Uvongo, on the south coast of
Kwa Zulu Natal, was a beauti-
ful site to celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles. We were blessed
with mild weather and an aver-
age attendance of 204. Many of
the brethren commented on the
incredible atmosphere and spirit
throughout the eight days.

There were many visitors from
the United States and Canada
who had taken the opportunity
to explore our beautifully diverse
country.

Our guest speaker, Larry
Greider, arrived with his fam-
ily on Wednesday, having spent
the first four days at the George,
South Africa, Feast site.

All of the sermons focused on
the Kingdom of God, our role as
teachers and priests during the Mil-
lennium and our awesome future
as members of God’s family.

Family morning with football
(soccer), games for the young-
er children and the traditional

lunch and fellowship on the same
afternoon.

The eight days passed far too
quickly, but it certainly was a
spiritually rewarding time.

Neville Smith

being bottle-fed
and then observed
the elephants in their wild set-
ting. A few brethren enjoyed
feeding them bananas.

The elephants were then herded
to a nearby river where they were
given a chance to cool down and
take a bath. Some courageous
children (and adults) got in the
water to help them bathe. The trip
concluded with a walk through
a lovely herb garden; and while
there, many brethren received free
foot massages.

We enjoyed Family Day on the
beach with several team races and
challenges. Adults and children
played in the warm Sri Lankan
sun, and memories were made
that will be long remembered.

The talent show was a special
highlight, as children and adults
all participated. The Sri Lankan
brethren used their God given tal-
ents to praise God and give enter-
tainment to their fellow broth-
ers and sisters with song, dance,
musical instruments and a short
skit. The evening concluded with
a dance.

This beautiful group of Sri
Lankans are eagerly looking for-
ward to the return of Jesus Christ
and being united with other broth-
ers and sisters around the world.
David Schreiber

Sri Lanka

Negombo

The Feast in Sri Lanka was
attended by 22 brethren. Although
small in number, they were large
in warmth, love and enthusiasm.

The Feast was held at the Cam-
elot Beachfront Hotel in Negom-
bo. Most of

Thailand

Bangkok

A local member called it a little
miracle. Until the first night of
the Feast of Tabernacles, Bang-
kok had experienced daily down-
pours, which had been going on
for weeks. It would normally start

the brethren
stayed at the
hotel, which
provided three
wonderful
buffet meals
a day. The
opportunity
to enjoy meals
and fellowship
together gave
the Feastgo-
ers a chance
to share their
stories of how
they learned
about God’s
truth. Five of
the brethren

Negombo, Sri Lanka

late afternoon and intermittently
last until midnight, snarling traf-
fic in the capital city for hours on
end.

But on the night of Oct. 2, when
112 brethren from Singapore,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand,
Australia, Canada, New Zealand
and the United States gathered
for the first service of this year’s

) [ -q.....

elephant in Bangkok, Thailand
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David and Jonathan Baker take a ride on an

N

‘ L Chantelle West

The combina-
tion of inspiring
messages focus-
ing on the King-
dom of God,
wonderful fel-
lowship among
the brethren and
delicious food in
the exotic king-
dom of Thailand
helped to create
a memorable
Feast for all.

F.E. Olimpo

=

Feast of Tabernacles at the Siam
City Hotel in downtown Bangkok,
the skies were clear and the traffic
was a little smoother in the Thai
capital.

For the next eight days Bangkok
had its finest weather in weeks.
And this was at a time when the
region had typhoons, flooding and
earthquakes happening almost
simultaneously. As if on cue, the
rains came back after sunset at
the end of the Last Great Day as
some members were on their way
to the Suvarnabhumi Airport for
their flights back home.

The fine weather allowed mem-
bers to enjoy outdoor activities,
which included an evening at
Siam Niramit, a dazzling cultural
show that is listed in the Guin-
ness Book of World Records as the
world’s biggest stage performance,
recounting the history of the Thai
kingdom with snippets of the Thai
culture.

The following day the group
enjoyed a beautiful afternoon
at the Grand Palace. Early the
next morning we enjoyed a boat
ride along a canal to Thailand’s
famous floating market in Dam-
noen Saduak. On the return trip
to Bangkok some members of
the group enjoyed elephant rides
through the jungle.

Midway through the Feast
we journeyed to the bridge over
the River Kwai in Kanchanab-
uri province. Members visited
the JEATH war museum and
an Allied war cemetery followed
by a train ride on the so-called
Death Railway built by the Japa-
nese Army to support its forces
in the Burma campaign. Forced
labor was used in its construction,
resulting in the death of more than
100,000 Asians and 16,000 Allied
prisoners of war. After the visit
to Kanchanaburi, a Bible study
conducted by David Baker, the
senior pastor to Asia, was held at
the River Kwai Village Hotel.

Tobago

The theme of this year’s Feast
of Tabernacles was “Seeing the
Glory of God.” Tobago, part of
a twin-island state and the most
southerly of the Caribbean, host-
ed a total of 38 people. Four coun-
tries were represented in addition
to Trinidad and Tobago: Barba-
dos, Jamaica, Grenada and the
United States.

Each day, brethren had their
fill of spiritual food. We were
blessed with live sermons every
day delivered by Herchial Fisher
from Jamaica and Chuck Smith
from the United States. From
sermonettes to sermons to Bible
study (and even a game of Bible
Jeopardy), brethren were fully
nourished with spiritual food.

We were also blessed with great
food, beautiful sunshine and cool
sea breezes that enhanced our fel-
lowship. Brethren were treated
to a boat trip to the beautiful
Buccoo Reef and later the Nylon
Pool, which is a sandbank in the
middle of the ocean where one
could enjoy swimming in clear,
waist-high water.

The most enjoyable activity,
however, was the family day at
Pigeon Point Beach where breth-
ren had the opportunity to relax,
enjoy a hearty and delicious local
meal and get to know each other
better. After lunch, both young
and young at heart enjoyed fellow-
shipping, swimming and a lively
game of cricket.

On evenings, brethren were
thrilled by breathtakingly gor-
geous, red sunsets over the blue
Caribbean Sea. It was indeed a
picturesque site where one could
meditate and see the glory of
God.

As always, the Last Great Day
got us a bit emotional, having to
leave that foretaste of the wonder-
ful world tomorrow and go back to



United Church of God, an International Association

UnitedNewws November 2009

17

our regular lives. Nonetheless, we
go back with a much-needed spiri-
tual boost to face the challenges
that come our way, realizing that
whatever the circumstances, our
focus should always be on God’s
soon coming Kingdom.

Kingsley Mather

Togo

Kpalimé

Once again, God richly blessed
the brethren of Togo and Benin
during the Feast of Tabernacles
2009, which was held in Kpalimé,
about 120 kilometers (75 miles)
north of Lomé. A total of 19 men,
31 women and 21 children were
present for the Feast, represent-
ing the congregations of Lomé,
Momé-Hagou and Cotonou.

We were joined under God’s
protection for eight days, which
included much singing and some-
times dancing in celebration.
Everyone especially appreciated
the very moving Festival video,
which for the first time had a
French soundtrack.

Everything at the Feast strength-
ened our faith. The sermons were
very edifying. We started each
day’s activities with prayer, and
most afternoons we had a Bible
study to follow the morning ser-
mons.

The young people had much
time for fellowship during sports
activities and Bible games.

Our thanks to our brethren
elsewhere who made assistance
available to us to be able to keep
the Feast all together.

Kossi Fiaboé

United States

Bend-Redmond, Oregon
Over 1,200 brethren enjoyed
another wonderful Feast in beau-
tiful central Oregon. Attendance
was steady and consistent (peak-
ing at a record high of 1,208 on
opening day). For the first time
ever, we had snow one day dur-
ing the early part of the Feast,

V=
Andrew, Audrey, Aidan and Caleb

McGuire at Family Day in Bend, Oregon

Sexton’s pumpkin cannon chal-
lenge was dethroned by a 5-year-
old girl who hit two targets with a
greater degree of difficulty!

A record 1,000 pounds of food
and $4,495 cash were donated to
the local food bank. The coordina-
tor of the food bank kept repeat-
ing, “Wow! Just wow!” in response
to our generous contributions to
this much-needed resource due to
the current economic conditions.

Holy Day offerings were very
generous on both Holy Days, with
a 20 percent increase on the Last
Great Day.

Larry Walker

Branson, Missouri

Almost 1,450 brethren celebrat-
ed the coming Kingdom of God
in the beauty of the Ozarks at
Branson, Missouri. We had a full
house as God’s people started the
Feast by singing praises to God
on Saturday morning. The first
day’s messages set the tone for the
entire Feast. Messages this year
focused not only on the reality of
the Kingdom of God, but also on
what we need to do to
prepare for the responsi-
bilities that will be ours
in it.

The Feast video
brought tears to the eyes
of many, while inspiring
and encouraging every-
one to stay the course and
run the race set before us
to the end. Many breth-
ren enjoyed an excellent
Bible study on why we
use the Hebrew calendar.
There was also a high
level of interest in four
seminars on Christian
basics from Philippians
2:2-6. These all added to
the sermons and sermon-

much to the delight of some from
warmer climates, including a
family from Australia whose chil-
dren had never before seen snow.
Weather continued to improve
throughout the week with typical
fall temperatures in the mid-60s.

We averaged 100 cybercast
connections daily, with a high of
146.

Many commented that the
messages were especially good
this year. The Feast video also
received many favorable
comments.

A wide range of
activities was available
for teens, singles, young
adults and seniors. Our
family dance and fun
show were very well
received and attended
by about 500 and 750,
respectively. Fam-
ily Day was held at a
pumpkin ranch that
featured a corn maize,
petting zoo, train ride,
miniature golf and
pumpkin cannon. Last
year’s champion in Rex

ettes to give us a very full
spiritual diet.

The physical aspects of the
Feast were also very beneficial.
Teens enjoyed mini-golf, laser tag
and spending time with friends at
the teen activity. Singles toured
Dogwood Canyon Nature Park
besides other activities. The senior
citizens were treated to a delicious
buffet luncheon with lasagna,
lemon chicken and barbecued
beef brisket, while enjoying some
fine entertainment.

Many commented about how
much they enjoyed the event. The
family dance—a longtime staple
at the Branson site—was also
very successful, with about 500 in
attendance.

Music is always a vital part of the
Feast, and this year was no differ-
ent. Special music was both uplift-
ing and beautiful and was chosen to
fit the meaning of the Feast.

On the day the children’s choir
sang, the stage was decorated
with hundreds of stuffed animals.
Every child in the auditorium was
able to choose a stuffed animal to
take home after services.

The messages, fellowship and
spirit of love and cooperation had

many brethren talking about this
Feast as one of the best ever. It
left everyone looking forward to
the time the Kingdom of God is
a reality!

Michael Blackwell

Bushkill/Poconos,
Pennsylvania

Over 600 brethren kept the Feast
once again in beautiful Bushkill,
Pennsylvania. Even though the
Feast fell in early October this
year, the colors were almost in full
display by the Last Great Day.

The Feast was held in the
Mountain Laurel Center for the
Performing Arts. The MLC is
located in a somewhat remote
area, which gave Feastgoers a
millennial setting. A theme for the
Feast in Bushkill was established
early, with sermons focusing on
the coming Kingdom of God and
the future responsibilities of His
saints.

The highest daily attendance
was 705 people on the first High
Sabbath. The vast majority of the
Feastgoers either stayed on-site
at the hotel or rented one of the
many villas or houses nearby.

One of the true highlights of
the Feast was viewing the Festi-
val video. Many brethren voiced
appreciation for this humbling
yet inspiring presentation and
inquired when it will be available
on the members’ Web site. (Go to
feast.ucg.org to view the 2009 Fes-
tival video.)

The plight of our brethren in
different parts of the world served
as a reminder about the impor-
tance of praying for the people
of God and requesting that God
send Jesus Christ to establish His
everlasting government.

Other activities included a trip
to New York to see a Broadway
show and a special dinner cruise
offered by the Spirit of Philadel-
phia. The singles were able to
take a trip to historic Jim Thorpe,
where they toured a winery and
visited the historic Asa Packer
house. Meanwhile, the teens had a
night out at a fitness center where
they played all types of sports.

Family Day was held at the
famous Bushkill Falls. Over 300
people hiked their way to see the
various waterfalls and panoramic
views of the Delaware Water Gap.

A

Broadway

Arriving in New York City to catch The Lion King on

The family fun show was a huge
success and carried with it the
theme of “There is Talent in Bush-
kill.” Almost 400 people attended
this fun filled activity with music,
comedy and signing by our deaf
brethren.

As we have done for the past
three years, brethren prepared
cards for our shut-in brethren.
These cards were signed and then
mailed out prior to the conclusion
of the Feast.

God provided His people in
Bushkill a rewarding and boun-
tiful Feast, filled with love and
warmth. We look forward to next
year with great anticipation.

Todd Carey

Escondido (San Diego
North County), California

We enjoyed perfect weather,
outstanding messages and great
activities at the Feast in Southern
California this year! In addition
to the scheduled sermonettes and
sermons, there were additional
learning opportunities with a spe-
cial Bible study on the topic of the
gift of prophecy, two seminars on
the life and times of Daniel, and
teen and young adult Bible studies
on the tree of life.

We also heard inspiring special
music from the Escondido Fes-
tival Choir, the Festival Orches-
tra, as well as several groups and
soloists. The special music was
terrific!

We had over 850 enthusiastic
attendees who enjoyed several
activities during the Feast. The
young adults’ pool party was held
at the Holiday Inn Express in
Escondido and offered an oppor-
tunity for young adults to get to
know one another early in the
Feast. The next day, over 50 teens
enjoyed a sunny day at the beach
in Oceanside with volleyball, surf-
ing and swimming.

Over 250 attended the fam-
ily fun night at Boomers, which
offered family games like laser tag
and video games. More than 300
attended the Family Day picnic at
Felicita Park in Escondido. The
Bay Area members hosted the
event with an old-fashioned ham-
burger barbecue with all the trim-
mings. There were also children’s
games and lots of fellowship that
went until sunset.

A total of
175 people
attended the
seniors’ lun-
cheon, where
several mem-
bers and teens
provided
instrumen-
tal music for
everyone’s
enjoyment.

Most  of
the attend-
ees stayed at
or near the
beaches in
Oceanside
and Carlsbad,
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California, and commuted the 20
minutes to the Feast meeting loca-
tion at the California Center for
the Arts in Escondido (CCAE).
The CCAE is a beautiful concert
auditorium that provides an excel-
lent venue for speaking and music.
It was a great Feast in Escondi-
do!

Dave Register

Jekyll Island, Georgia

Jekyll Island, Georgia, provided
its famous peaceful, tranquil, mil-
lennial environment once again
as brethren convened here for the
Feast of Tabernacles.

On the opening Holy Day 1,234
met in Hartley Auditorium to
capture the vision of the 1,000-
year reign of Jesus Christ on
earth. Other than a little rain on
our beach party day, clear skies
and warm weather were enjoyed
throughout the Festival.

Brethren and their families
enjoyed many activities designed
for all ages, including Summer
Waves Water Park, a family beach
party, a golf tournament and a
family dance. Everyone seemed to
appreciate the spiritual messages
and warm fellowship.

In addition to the local activi-
ties, some took the opportunity
to visit Savannah, Georgia, and
St. Augustine, Florida. Attendees
donated items that were given to
two local shelters for battered
women and homeless children.
In addition to the supplies, each
shelter was given a check for
$1,875.

Special music was outstanding
and many expressed appreciation
for the Feast video. The film took
on additional significance as some
of the Karen brethren who settled
in North Carolina observed the
Feast with us on Jekyll Island.

Next year we will not meet on
Jekyll Island since the auditorium

Kerrville, Texas

The seventh year in Kerrville
once again exceeded our pre-Feast
expectations. God truly blessed
the 2009 Feast of Tabernacles!

The rolling hill country of Tex-
as was a big draw for our Texan
brethren and for those who trans-
ferred to Kerrville to be with us.
Approximately 35 percent of our
attendees were from states other
than Texas.

Kerrville, Texas

Our highest attendance was 892
on the first Holy Day. This was
100 more than the initial regis-
tration numbers. Attendance for
the entire Feast was consistently
high and greater than anticipated.
The sermons were exceptional this
year with many commenting on
how inspiring the messages were.
All of the sermons were given by
Texas pastors with the exception
of Dave Johnson, who transferred
to Kerrville from Cincinnati,
Ohio.

Our weather was uncharacter-
istically cloudy this year. We did
receive some rain, but it mostly
fell at night and

is scheduled to be demolished in
June of 2010. Instead of Jekyll
Island, we plan to meet in Day-
tona Beach.

In addition to the beach, this
location will offer easy access to
historic St. Augustine, the Ken-
nedy Space Center in Titusville,
the Holy Land Experience and
the other theme parks of Orlando.
We anticipate returning to Jekyll
Island for the Feast in 2011.

David Treybig

during a couple
of the church ser-
vices. It was warm
the entire Feast
with a cool front
that came through
on the last day.

A well-attended
country-western
family dance was
held Saturday night
after the first Holy
Day. It proved to

be a great opportunity early in the
Festival to fellowship and dance
to genuine “Texas Swing.” Family
Day took place at a real working
ranch, where attendees enjoyed
Texas beef barbecue, a world-
renowned trick roper, hayrides
and dance music provided by a
professional deejay.

Once again, the director of
food and beverage at the Inn of
the Hills told me how much they
appreciated having our brethren
and that our group was the best
they have ever had.

It is to God we give thanks for
the success and blessing of His
wonderful Feast of Tabernacles.

See you next year in Kerrville,
Texas!

Britton Taylor

Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii
Lahaina, Maui, again proved to
be an excellent place to hold the
Feast of Tabernacles. The green-
ery and the beautiful ocean with

da. The weather was again picture
perfect overall with plenty of sun-
shine, emerald green waters and
sugar white, sandy beaches.

Our attendance reached 1,937
during the afternoon service on
the first Holy Day. The special
music each day set the stage
for the messages that followed.
Inspired by
God, the
ministry
served up an
exception-
ally  well-
balanced
spiritual
banquet. We
learned
more about
the coming
Kingdom of
God and our part in assisting
Christ in administering the gov-
ernment of God on earth.

The festival DVD was indeed
one of the most inspiring to date,

Family Day at Summer Waves Water Park

the islands of Lanai and Molokai
provided a stunning backdrop to
the Feast. The warm and sunny
weather permitted all the activities
to be carried out without a hitch.

The highest attendance was
452 and activities included a fam-
ily dance, a luau at the Sheraton
Maui Resort, a pre-teen and teen
party at a miniature golf and
sports park, a seniors’ luncheon
and a family day at the spectacu-
lar Kapalua Beach.

The messages were very inspir-
ing and looked forward to the
coming Millennium. The beauty
of Maui served as a fitting setting
for both a physical and spiritual
Feast that was filled with wonder-
ful messages and memories.
Mario Seiglie

Panama
City
Beach,
Florida
This year
marked the
10th year the
United Church
of God hosted
the Feast of
Tabernacles in
the beautiful
tropical para-
dise setting of
Panama City
Beach, Flori-

showing the hardships of many of
our brethren around the world,
and how God has helped them
cope.

As always, the children’s choir
was a joy to listen to as they sang
their hearts out as only they can
do.

In addition, 176 youths partici-
pated in the bowling and skating
activity, and 229 seniors enjoyed

Panama City Beach, Florida |

the luncheon held in their honor.
The seniors’ luncheon has become
one of the highlights during the
Feast for them.

We are probably wearing out
the phrase, but the Feast of Tab-

ernacles 2009 in Panama City
Beach, Florida, was certainly one
of the “best Feasts ever!”

Harold Rhodes

Snowshoe, West Virginia

A total of 1,214 people enjoyed
the first year of keeping the Feast
of Tabernacles at the gorgeous

Snowshoe, West
Virginia, location.

: Many comment-
ed that it was the
perfect site to keep
the Feast. Being
isolated atop Cheat

‘ " o

Snowshoe, West Virginia

Mountain in southeastern West
Virginia kept everyone togeth-
er and focused on God’s plan
throughout the eight days togeth-
er. There were planned activities
virtually every day and plenty
to do when something wasn’t
planned.

The Snowshoe community was
a delight to work with, and they
mentioned to me that this was
not only the biggest single group
they have worked with, but also
a very pleasant and respectful
group as well.

Because the Feast takes place
during Snowshoe’s off-season,
they made every effort to accom-
modate us. They changed many of
the restaurant menus and stocked
their grocery store with products
like turkey bacon and sausage.

They provided free door-to-
door shuttle service for those who
chose not to walk to services or
were unable to do so, which was
greatly appreciated on the few
days when the wind picked up on
the mountaintop.

Several hundred attended the
family dance, the family fun show
and the American Mountain
Theater show. Others attended
activities, events and tours rang-
ing from a golf scramble on the
beautiful Raven Golf Course to a
tour of the world- famous Green-
brier Hotel. The Greenbrier has
hosted many U.S. presidents and
was also a secret bunker that was
built to house Congress in case of
nuclear attack.

The children’s choir was once
again a highlight this year. And
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there were hardly any dry eyes
when the Feast video was shown.
It was a Feast that many will
remember for all the right rea-
sons.

As one member shared with
me, “I hope we are able to keep
Snowshoe and add more sites like
it. It is the most millennial site
I've ever attended.”

Mark Winner

Steamboat Springs,
Colorado

Steamboat Springs had a very
good atmosphere this year. The
brethren seemed to enjoy hosting
more get-togethers than usual. It
was our largest group ever, with
attendance on the first Holy Day
reported at 824, requiring a sec-
ond overflow area.

The weather was on the stormy
side, although not as bad as pre-
dicted. Games in the park had to
be canceled, but unlike last year
there were no major difficulties
when it came time to depart.

Excellent hotel rates have been
contracted through 2015, with free
under-hotel parking again. The
hotel is very happy to have us at
a time of year when business is
usually slow.

On the last day of the Feast, a
number of brethren made contri-
butions to the family of a con-
struction worker who was tragi-
cally killed just up the hill from
the host hotel. The family was
very appreciative.

Some of the planned activities
included a teen bowling party, a
preteen activity at Old Town Hot
Springs, family dance, a hamburg-
er barbecue in Howelson Park and
Lodge, a fun show, a seniors’ activ-
ity with lunch and a young adults’
activity, which featured a Percher-
on pulled wagon ride, entertain-
ment and a great meal.

Doug Horchak presented a help-
ful seminar titled “Preaching the
Gospel in the Middle East,” relat-
ing to our United Youth Corps
volunteers. Scott Ashley
gave an interesting Bible
study dealing with wil-
derness in the Holy Land
and how it affects the his-
tory and prophetic future
of the area. Messages
were well received and fit
the meaning of the Feast
and Last Great Day.

Under Dan Salcedo’s
leadership, the choir and
special music were out-
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Steamboat Springs, Colorado

standing, with the largest choir
in many years.

Overall it was a smooth-run-
ning Feast, and we’re already
planning for 2010!

Larry Neff

Wisconsin Dells,
Wisconsin

More than 1,300 brethren
enjoyed inspiring messages, won-
derful music and activities dur-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles in
Wisconsin Dells. The high atten-
dance was 1,507 on the first Holy
Day.

Temperatures cooled off unsea-
sonably, although the crisp fall
weather highlighted the wonder-
ful fall colors of Wisconsin.

The spiritual food was excellent
with each message building and
adding to the previous messages
and expounding on the meaning
of the days. In addition, the Dells
had two extra Bible studies this
year on the canonization of the
New Testament.

Throughout the Feast, breth-
ren had the opportunity to sign
handmade cards that were sent
to more than 150 shut-ins unable
to attend the Feast. Additionally,
some brethren volunteered to
send personal letters to many of

Parking is a little

different at the Dells

the recipients of these
cards to add a personal
connection.

More than 400of
the brethren enjoyed
the big band sound of
live music at the fam-
ily dance. The brethren
also contributed more
than 653 pounds of food
for the local Food Shelf
through the course of

the Feast, mak-
ing a positive
impact on the
local commu-
nity. We had a
great turnout at
the teen dance
and teen activi-
ties. Family
Day was once
again a big hit
with the little
ones who espe-
cially enjoyed
“Kids’ Fair.”
More than 300
seniors enjoyed
entertainment,
fellowship and
good food at
the seniors’ banquet.

The Wisconsin Dells continues
to be a great family-oriented Feast
site, as once again God blessed us

with a joyful Feast of Tabernacles.
Dan Dowd

Zambia

Lusaka

Three hundred brethren gath-
ered for the Feast for the second
year at a Church-owned facility
45 kilometers (28 miles) east of
Lusaka, Zambia, on the road to
Malawi.

This year, the brethren com-
mented that the messages were
encouraging and fitting in light
of the rough times that brethren
endure through the year in this
part of world. There were a num-
ber of highlights.

The visit by U.S. pastor David
Mills and his wife, Sandy, was

family sports day and the senior
citizens’ lunch will live in our
memory for the next 12 months
and make us look forward to the
Feast in 2010.

James Mfula

/Zimbabwe

Lake Chivero

Up to 66 brethren made their
pilgrimage to the beautiful Lake
Chivero Recreational Park about
50 kilometers (31 miles) south of
the capital city of Harare. This
represented a 70 percent increase
in attendance over last year. In

given by newly ordained deacons
Harris Hlazo, Steven Tshabalala
and Mike Mukarati on alternate
days. Johannesburg, South Afri-
ca, church pastor Morgen Krie-
demann and his wife, Joleen, flew
in from South Africa and spoke
for the remainder of the Feast.

Topics covered included the
plan of God for mankind as pic-
tured by the Feasts, the Feast as a
reminder that we are pilgrims in
this world and the glory of God.

Activities included outdoor
sports and games such as foot-
ball (soccer), netball, volleyball
and a sing-along on one of the
evenings.

2003, Feast
attendance
was only 12
people.
Members
enjoyed
the fresh
air, peace
and quiet
offered by
this nature
reserve with
its lovely
scenic views
featuring
the lake,
green roll-

Some of the brethren in the meeting tent in Zimbabwe

ing hills and
a variety of
wildlife such as rhinoceroses,
giraffes, a variety of antelope,
monkeys and many bird species,
including the majestic fish eagle
and ostrich.

During the first half of the
Feast, brethren listened to Feast
DVD sermons sent from the
home office with live sermons

Lusaka, Zambia

il i m

i

exciting. The brethren comment-
ed positively about fellowshipping
with them and how they treated
the children.

Unlike last year, when on some
days there was not even a drop of
drinking water at the site, there
was lots of water from the one
borehole drilled in the course of
year.

There was also lots of excite-
ment because, for the first time,
members used flushing toilets
and cold showers. Not only did
they both actually work, they
were clean! This is not the norm
in this part of the world.

Going to the Feast in a bus
instead of an open truck, the
food which was in abundance, the

Memorable experiences
included watching the outstand-
ing Feast video, featuring living
heroes and heroines of faith from
around the world whom we are
so proud to have as brothers and
sisters in Christ.

Another hit was an evening
Bible quiz hosted by high school
science teacher Joseph Ndlovu.
Some of the Bible questions chal-
lenged many of us to go back
and explore some of the unfa-
miliar sections of our Bibles. For
example, “Where in the Bible
do you find the parable of the
trees?” (Answer: Judges 9:8-15.)
You guessed it—no one got that
one right!

We are happy to report that the
Feast in Zimbabwe this year truly
conformed to the Feast video’s
theme “The Kingdom of God Is
Righteousness, Peace and Joy.”

Mike Mukarati

New Feast Sites Chosen for
Upcoming Years

Anchorage, Alaska, 2010

For the third time, the Sheraton
Anchorage will host the Feast of
Tabernacles in 2010.

Daytona Beach, Florida, 2010
Daytona Beach will replace Jekyll
Island, Georgia, for one year in
2010 while a new convention center
is being built in Jekyll Island. Plans
are to return to Jekyll Island in 2011
and beyond.

Jordan, 2010
Jordan will again be a Festival site

for 2010. Registration and informa-
tion will be available soon.

Snowshoe,
Sevierville
Plans to return to Snowshoe, West
Virginia, in 2010 have been finalized.
In 2011 and 2013 Gatlinburg, Ten-
nessee, will replace Snowshoe. The
contract is pending on a Feast site in
Sevierville, Tennessee, in 2012.

Gatlinburg,

For the latest updates, visit the
members’ Feast of Tabernacles
Web site at feast.ucg.org.
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Making a Difference for That
One

One of the positive aspects of communicat-
ing so widely and quickly today is that we are
so much more aware of the health needs of
others in God’s Church. However, it can be
overwhelming, since we cannot realistically
pray effectively for everyone on those prayer
lists.

We understand the importance of prayer,
but how do we prioritize what we bring in con-
versation before God? Do we try to cram them
all in our prayer time anyway, or do we go the
other direction and ignore them? The short
story called “The Star Thrower,” by Loren
Eiseley, illustrates a principle that can help us
better pray for one another.

“Once upon a time, there was a wise man
who used to go to the ocean to do his writing.
He had a habit of walking on the beach before

he began his work. One day, as he was walk-
ing along the shore, he looked down the beach
and saw a human figure... As he got closer,
he noticed that the figure was that of a young
man... The young man was reaching down to
the shore, picking up small objects, and throw-
ing them into the ocean. He came closer still
and called out ‘Good morning! May I ask
what it is that you are doing?’

“The young man paused, looked up and
replied, ‘Throwing starfish into the ocean.’ ‘I
must ask then, why are you throwing starfish
into the ocean?” asked the somewhat startled
wise man. To this, the young man replied,
‘The sun is up and the tide is going out. If I
don’t throw them in, they’ll die.” Upon hearing
this, the wise man commented, ‘But, young
man, do you not realize that there are miles
and miles and miles of beach and there are
starfish all along every mile? You can’t pos-
sibly make a difference!”

“At this, the young man bent down, picked
up yet another starfish, and threw it into the
ocean. As it met the water, he said, ‘It made a
difference for that one.”

What if, instead of focusing on quantity or
ignoring the overall need, we focused on the
difference we can make for a specific individ-
ual? If there is a condition, a situation, a per-
son that resonates with us on a more personal
level, pray more earnestly for that one. There
is simply no way we could ever do justice to all
the prayer requests we hear, but we can make
time to bring a quality prayer before God for
a person in need.

When I was young, there was a little boy in
our local congregation who had contracted a
life-threatening disease. Surgery was an option
but it would have forever negatively changed
the quality of his life.

I prayed for the boy for weeks, not because
he was a good friend or because I was told to,
but because I knew what it meant to be a little
boy and I couldn’t imagine being in his posi-
tion. I prayed for him because I wanted him
to have what I had. That boy was healed and

didn’t need the surgery. I can’t know whether
it was my prayer specifically that resulted in
God’s intervention, but I know that it had an
impact.

The prayer of faith saves the sick (James
5:15). We can’t lay down our life for everyone,
but we can for a friend (John 15:13). Make
quality time so that your prayers make a “dif-
ference for that one.”

Dan Dowd
Pastor, Milwaukee, Oshkosh and Wisconsin
Dells, Wisconsin, congregations

The Giraffe: A Creation
Wonder

God’s creation is full of wonders that dis-
play the creative genius of God. One is a
giraffe.

The giraffe is an amazing creature. Without
its uniquely designed features it could neither
function nor survive.

The Giraffe’s Neck and Heart

The giraffe’s most obvious feature is its
unique neck. Though a giraffe can be 15 feet
tall, its long neck has—like the human neck—
only seven vertebrae. Yet its neck gives it a
great advantage over other animals because it
can feed on tree leaves that other large animals
cannot reach.

A giraffe’s long neck obviously makes it dif-
ficult for it to rise from a lying position. But
even more important, the distance from its
heart to its head requires higher blood pres-
sure than is normally found in mammals.

So God designed unique mechanisms
in the giraffe’s neck to compensate for this
increased blood pressure. Explaining how the
giraffe could have survived with its long neck
before these mechanisms were in place pres-
ents some daunting challenges to those who
wish to explain away creation as evolutionary
chance.

Friends

engage them.

Compatibility: They “click” with you.

Goals: They pursue worthwhile goals.

Turning the Hearts . . .

I recently attended my 50th high school reunion. It was nice seeing the “kids” I shared the
classroom with for many years, and I had a nice time visiting with most of them. On reflection
of the event, I realized that I related to most of them because of situational friendships. In fact,
I'have not kept regular contact with any of them over the years.

Many of us have situational friends—the kind of friends we have because of various life events.
Some have sports friends who enjoy a good game together. Others have intellectual friends who
enjoy talking about news or serious topics. But how many of us have true friends?

Teaching our children how to pick friends is important. A friend is a person whom one
knows well and is fond of, someone who is a close acquaintance or an ally. We enjoy our friends and are happy to

There are, of course, pseudo-friends or “fair weather” friends. They are the type of people who are around when things
are going well for you and them, but depart when you are not doing so well. They can be fickle and inconsistent.

We all appreciate people who lift us up and respect us. We want friends who try to encourage and cheer us up. True
friends give support and care and are loyal and safe to be with. “True friends visit us in prosperity only when invited, but
in adversity they come without invitation,” wrote the ancient Greek philosopher Theophrastus.

Children often attach to individuals with whom they share time and space. This includes classmates whom they sit
beside in class or at lunch. If your children engage in athletics at school, they will spend time with other athletes and
will tend to “hang out” with them. While these situations usually contribute to friendships, it is important to remember
to teach your children what to look for in true friends.

Here are some important qualities you need to look for in friends:

Loyalty: They will be there through good and bad times.
Values: They share similar moral values in life.

Giving: They follow the “give” not the “get” approach to life.

Sharing: They want friends who share what’s going on in their lives, as you do with them.

Caring: They care about you and show it by the little things they do.

Forgiveness: They forgive when you slip and er.

These characteristics listed are considered very important for a friendship to thrive. Remember to pray for the wisdom
to guide your children to have the kinds of friendships that will help them and their friends to enjoy life. Encourage them
to ask God to give them true friends. “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17).

The giraffe also has a much larger heart
than other mammals. This is so its heart can
pump a steady supply of blood to its brain
that is approximately seven feet away from the
heart.

Its neck has special valves to regulate blood
pressure to its head, especially when it needs
to drink. Without these special valves a giraffe
would be susceptible to a stroke from the
excessive blood pressure as it lowers its head
to drink.

Birth Considerations

The female giraffe faces another problem in
giving birth to her young.

On the African plains many predators
are searching for food. If the female gave
birth while lying down, she and her off-
spring could be vulnerable to an attack by a
lion, leopard or another predator. So a baby
giraffe’s birth takes place while the mother
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giraffe is standing. This provides some pro-
tection from predators.

However, the baby giraffe’s long neck pres-
ents another problem. If it comes from the
womb with its neck unprotected, injury or
even death could occur. In its fall of several
feet to the ground, its head would likely hit
first, possibly breaking its neck.

Again God has specially designed the moth-
er giraffe to give birth to her young in a special
and unusual manner. The body of the baby
giraffe is folded with its head resting safely
on its back legs. The feet hit the ground first
cushioning the head of the baby giraffe.

Giraffes are indeed among the “wonders” of
God’s creation. They are gentle animals that
in the wild will run from a human on foot.
Their specially designed features all point to a
Creator and display the wisdom and creative
genius of God!

Bill Jahns
Pastor, Morgantown and Parkersburg, West
Virginia, and Athens, Ohio, congregations

Creating a Mud Room

As the mother of three young children, I
often wished for a mudroom. Placed between
the garage and the kitchen, a mudroom offers
family members a chance to take off wet or
muddy clothing before entering the home. A
well-supplied mudroom would offer a small
seating area, a few towels and even a robe.

Asmy home no longer has little ones running
in and out, I find myself thinking in different
terms about mudrooms. Daily life can bring
us into contact with people and situations that
are less than godly. There are times when we
may feel assaulted by the world around us,
leaving us agitated or even depressed. As a
frustration builds up, human nature can get
the best of us.

Do you need an internal mudroom? Do you
find it difficult to recover from a hard day,
before going home to those you love?
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After a hard day out in the world, Proverbs
10:20 sheds light on how important our words
may be. “The tongue of the righteous is choice
silver.”

By creating an internal mudroom, we may
find it easier to shed the dirt thrown at us dur-
ing the day. A prayerful drive home, stopping
for a break at a nearby park or even taking
a short walk can help us shake off some of
the “mud slinging” we may have experienced
during the day. The internal mudroom offers
an opportunity to think about our words and
how they impact those we love.

Of course, there is nothing wrong with shar-
ing the frustrations of your day with confi-
dantes. However, being able to do so with a
better attitude will encourage those words of
silver, love and encouragement.

Sherrie Giddens
St. Louis, Missouri, congregation

Keys to Inner Peace

“There’s no dollar sign on a peace of mind,
this I've come to know.” This surprisingly rare
bit of wisdom snuck into our popular culture
through a recent song. It is well understood
that wealth does not bring lasting happiness,
contentment, or the ever-elusive peace; but
what does bring peace in our lives?

What makes for the calm, serene and har-
monious state that our fast-paced chaotic
society constantly pursues? What does God,
the One we turn to for answers and spiritual
fulfillment, say about peace?

True Peace Comes From God

Only God can grant genuine peace in our
lives. In exchange for Israel’s righteousness,
God promised to bless them with peace. It
was not an automatic right at all times, but
a conditional promise. Notice also that God
chooses when to give peace. Sometimes peace
is withheld so that we can focus on an issue
in our lives. God sent dreams and visions to

ancient kings in hopes they would take action
to repent and draw near to Him. God com-
municates with us today through His Bible.

Put God First in Your Life

After realizing that God is the only true
source of peace, it makes sense that having
a personal relationship with Him is the key
to having inner peace. “You will keep him in
perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You,
because he trusts in You” (Isaiah 26:3). We
have to look to the source of our peace to
restore and replenish our supply. It is crucial to
internalize that inner peace is gained by rely-
ing and trusting God and being in harmony
with the Creator.

You Must Seek Peace

Peace of mind requires us to put forth effort.
Psalm 34:14 says, “Depart from evil and do
good; seek peace and pursue it.” We must be
actively striving to obtain peace with God. We
can pray and study to understand God better.
We can strive to keep the events of our lives in
the frame of the big picture, knowing that God
is in control. Complaining passively about our
many anxieties without making an effort our-
selves is counterproductive.

God desires that we have an abundant
life—and this includes genuine peace. When
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month’s memory verse
below, unscramble the

seven names of books of
the Bible on the left—
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a letter missing in the

we are listening, He speaks peace to us in
many ways, responding to the longing in our
hearts and giving us the hope and comfort
of His coming Kingdom to fill our need for
peace.

The peace that Christ promised His dis-
ciples and now offers to us is unlike any
physical security from wealth or possessions.
Christ has overcome the world, and when our
trust is placed in Him, we learn He is faithful
to fulfill His promises. “Then God’s peace,
which goes beyond anything we can imag-
ine, will guard your thoughts and emotions
thorough Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:7, New
International Version). The great power and
strength needed to endure the difficulties of
life comes from possessing godly peace!

Kayla Weaner
Akron, Ohio, congregation

Share Your Treasures!

Do you have any short items of biblical
wisdom, humor or practical information that
you would like to share? Please send them
to your local pastor and ask him to forward
them to United News at the home office.
Guidelines are available on request (UN@

ucg.org).

To find out this

memory verse.

‘FOR GOD HAS
NOT GIVEN US A
SPIRIT OF FEAR,

AND OF A SOUND

(HINT: 2 TIMOTHY 1:7)
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From the Word

How Does God View His People?

B Do our sins and
weaknesses make God
angry?

by Jan Schroeder

My parents usually bought
unsliced bread from an Italian
bakery because they preferred it
to the ready-sliced supermarket
variety, so we had to slice it our-
selves. Sometimes I would cut it
myself, but however hard I tried
(even at age 12 or so) I couldn’t
cut it straight.

On the other hand, my mother
could cut what we called “fairy
slices,” so thin that they had to
be buttered before they were cut,
so as not to be torn in the pro-
cess. My father would say, “Never
mind, she’s just young. When she
gets older, she will be able to do it
properly.” And I can!

He knew that I was still devel-
oping, and my hand-eye coordina-
tion wasn’t yet completely devel-
oped. He didn’t rebuke or punish
me. He didn’t get angry with me.

How God Looks at Sin

God wants us to be as perfect
as He is. Sin is a very serious
matter to Him; it is incompatible
with His holiness. It cost His Son’s
life. God’s anger waxes hot when
people and nations willfully rebel
against His way of life, because it
separates us from access to His
throne. He will not coexist or
compromise with sin.

Biblical commentator John Stott
put it this way: “The kind of God
that appeals to most people today
would be easy-going in his toler-
ance of our offenses... We seem
to have lost the vision of the maj-
esty of God... We saunter up to
God to claim His patronage and
friendship; it does not occur to us
that He might send us away... We
learn to appreciate the access to
God, which Christ has won for
us only after we have first seen
God’s inaccessibility to sinners...
We must hold fast to the bibli-
cal revelation of the living God
who hates evil, is disgusted and
angered by it, and refuses ever to
come to terms with it” (The Cross
of Christ, 1986, pp. 108-109). But
God’s anger is with sin itself. It is
an antagonism to evil, not a per-
sonal hostility towards the people
He created.

When we turn to God and
choose His way of life, we are say-
ing that we, too, do not want to
dwell with sin and that we accept
the profound sacrifice of Jesus
Christ on our behalf.

Abraham chose to live God’s
way, and therefore his faith was

imputed as righteousness, even
though he had sinned. So on those
occasions when he did stumble and
then subsequently repented of the
sin, his transgressions were wiped
off the slate. In God’s eyes he liter-
ally was a righteous man (Romans
4:3; Genesis 26:5). As long as we
also repent of our wrongdoing,
our sins are also covered by the
blood of Christ as if they hadn’t
existed (1 John 1:7-9).

But does that mean we can sin
with impunity, knowing we will
be forgiven? The apostle Paul
answered this question clearly:
“Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound? Certainly not,”
was the answer (Romans 6:1-2).

Why We Are Vulnerable

God has a great plan for human
beings. We find ourselves frail
and weak and with a nature that
is tempted to do things that are
wrong,

But why can’t we stop sinning
permanently? Why didn’t He
make us so that we could just
decide to do good and keep on
doing it without failure even as
human beings?

God knows that to become per-
fect we must develop character by
continually making choices. If we
decide to go His way (with His
help) those choices will gradually
become right more often than not.
Perfect character cannot be cre-
ated by fiat; it must be developed
by the practice of making right
choices over and over again.

God knew that we would
have to learn to trust in Him for
strength and power, and not go
our own way. He made us subject
to vanity and futility, knowing
that we would be tempted by our
own nature to sin against His law.
Moses forsook the “pleasures of
sin” in Egypt, but this description
shows its deceitfulness. It may feel
good at the time, causing us to
ignore the suffering it will inevita-
bly bring to ourselves or others.

Yet when a child tries to walk
and falls down, do his parents get
angry and punish him? Not if they
are normal, caring parents. They
excitedly cheer him on as he gets
up and tries again, with the sure
knowledge that eventual success
is certain.

Likewise, God’s goal is for each
of us to mirror His perfection. But
along the road to that goal, our
progress may seem imperceptibly
slow. God watches our progress,
and when we make a right deci-
sion, He cheers us on.

If a Christian Sins
What happens when we fail or
succumb to weakness? God is still

there cheering us
on to get up and
try again. He still
loves us; He is
still pleased with
us, as long as He
sees that we are
going in the right
direction.

We may figu-
ratively trip over
a stone and graze
our knees or even
fall down into a
canyon. But we
are still on that
same journey; we
haven’t turned
around and start-
ed to go the other
way.

Still, God is
grieved when
we weaken or
fail because He
knows that we are
hurting ourselves.
Breaking His law
produces harm-
ful consequences.
But He doesn’t
say, “That’s it,
I'm not bother-
ing with that
wretched person
anymore.” He is
still our Father.
He still reaches
out His hand to
help us. He still
hears our prayers
and requests for
help, and He is
only too willing to
offer His assistance. He promises
us that success is certain as long
as we continue to go forward, even
if it is two steps forward and one
step backwards.

Since it is part of God’s plan
that we overcome our propensity
to sin, He does not condemn us
for being imperfect.

When we’re in school, we get
some answers right and some
wrong. Does the school expel us
for the first mistake we make? Of
course not! Education is a process
that takes many years; in fact, it’s
a lifelong process. So it is with the
Christian life.

God is with us all the way. As
long as we are committed to Him,
He sees each success as a triumph
and each failure as a springboard
for potential future success.

Human beings are an incredible
creation, wonderfully made, with
minds that can grasp abstract
concepts. Yet like a child, we
are an incomplete creation. The
human body and mind are fan-
tastic, wonderful, amazing. After
a life of growing and suffering,
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God'’s goal is for each of us to mirror His perfection...
God watches our progress, and when we make a right

decision, He cheers us on.

the result will be so much higher,
so much greater. It will be beyond
comparison.

God wants us to love Him with
all of our heart and soul and
mind. If that is our aim, God
is with us every step of the way,
even “carrying” us when things
are at their worst—even though
we occasionally fall down and
have difficulty focusing on our
Creator.

God Encourages Those
Who Are Cast Down

Sometimes we can’t under-
stand why things happen as they
do. Even King David became dis-
couraged and couldn’t understand
why the wicked prospered. And
the great prophet Eljjah, through
whom God sent fire down from
heaven to show the Israelites
unequivocally that He was God,
shortly afterward became so dis-
couraged that he asked God to
take his life (1 Kings 18-19). But
the Creator reassured him and
encouraged him to resume doing
his job as a prophet to Israel.

God is not like a hanging
judge, looking for every infrac-
tion so that He can condemn us,
wanting to terrify us into serving
Him. As we learn to love God
more and more, the torment of
fear will be overridden. “There is
no fear in love,” wrote the apos-
tle John (1 John 4:18).

So when things look bleakest,
remember that God is still there.
He is watching and cheering
us on. He wants us to win. He
is incredibly patient and knows
that we are still developing. And
He will complete the work He has
begun in us, as long as we con-
tinue to want Him to. un

This article originally appeared
in the January/February 2003
British and European Supplement
to The Good News. Jan works in
the Chalfont St. Giles office of
UCG-British Isles and, among
other responsibilities, does the
graphic design for The British
and European Supplement to
The Good News (www.ucg.
org.uk/Good News_ British_
Supplement).
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I Am the Biggest Loser, and You Can Be Too!

B What does it take to
beat one of the most
serious health problems
in the United States?
Those same lessons can
help us in our everyday
battles to maintain a
healthy spiritual life
too!

by Janet Treadway

“Obesity is one of the most seri-
ous health problems in the United
States today. Adult obesity rates
have doubled since 1980, from 15
percent to 30 percent. Two-thirds
of adults are now either over-
weight or obese,” says the Trust
for America’s Health (TFAH) in
the report “F as in Fat 2008: How
Obesity Policies are Failing in
America.”

The article goes on to say, “It
is clear that obesity is impacting

I have learned throughout my Christian life that it is

the entire country. Obesity and
overweight are contributing fac-
tors to over 20 chronic diseases,
including some cancers, arthritis,
and even Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia...

“Obese children and teenagers
are developing diseases that were
formerly only seen in adults. For
instance, approximately 176,500
individuals under the age of 20
have type-2 diabetes, and 2 mil-
lion adolescents aged 12 to 19 have
pre-diabetes... Overall, this gen-
eration of children could be the
first to have shorter, less healthy
lives than their parents.”

I, too, was very overweight—
enough that it affected my health.
I was having continued heart-
burn, was exhausted all the time
and could not go upstairs without
shortness of breath.

I figured I was just getting old
and would probably die in a few
short years. I thought there was
no way I could lose the weight! I
had tried to diet before with no
success, and then I saw an adver-

God's desire to help us succeed in all that we do. ..

tisement in the local paper that
changed my life.

It was an advertisement to join a
10-week weight-loss challenge that
offered money as a prize! Each
contestant paid $29 up front for
the 10 weeks, and the person who
lost the most body fat would win
the cash prize. Being the competi-
tive person that I am, I decided
to join.

The program involved weigh-
ing in once a week. Classes were
taught on how to eat better, and
we had the option of either buying
the program’s products or simply
buying our own food from super-
markets. After three weight loss
challenges over a seven-month
period, I won! I claimed the title
“Biggest Loser” after losing 60
pounds and beating out 28 other
people with the highest body fat
percentage lost.

Why did this program work for
me when other programs I had
tried had failed?

Asking God to Help
I wanted to succeed. I
have learned throughout
my Christian life that it
is God’s desire to help us
succeed in all that we do.
In Matthew 7:7-11,

[ wanted to succeed.

God tells us to ask Him
for help. “Ask, and it will
be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to
you. For everyone who
asks receives, and he
who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks it will
be opened. Or what man
is there among you who,
if his son asks for bread,
will give him a stone? Or
if he asks for a fish, will
he give him a serpent?
If you then, being evil,
know how to give good
gifts to your children,
how much more will your
Father who is in heaven
give good things to those
who ask Him!”
I needed God’s help!

Group Support

It was very encourag-
ing to go every week to
my class where we all
shared a vision and goal.
We would sit around
and talk about what we
had learned and what
we were doing to reach
our weight-loss goal.
We would also applaud
people for their weekly
weight loss.

This is much like our
Church family. We all
have the same shared
vision, the same goal. And
it takes a lot of encour-
agement from one anoth-
er to continue in this walk
with God. Group support

in whatever we set out to do helps
us reach our goals.

Leadership Support

We had to have someone to
encourage us who was knowledge-
able, who had been in a similar
situation and who had a great
desire to see us reach our goals.

My weight-loss coach had been
overweight herself, so she knew
what it was like to have low self-
esteem and to struggle to lose
weight. She also had the expertise
to teach us how to change our
lifestyles and our eating habits—
to teach us good nutrition. She
was also a great cheerleader. She
would express great excitement
in my week-to-week success and
never hesitated to show it.

During our Christian lives we
learn that when we overcome or
come through a trial, we must
turn around and help others
through their difficulties! Our pri-
mary example is Jesus Christ, who
understands the struggles we face
every day of our lives. “For we do
not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses,
but was in all points tempted as
we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews
4:15).

Accountability

Yes, there was accountability.

The scale determined my suc-
cess or lack thereof each week. If
I had been good that week, then I
looked forward to stepping on that
scale. On the other hand, there
were weeks I dreaded it! There was
a penalty if we gained weight—S$1
for every pound we gained.

This reminded me of a scripture
that applies in our Christian life:
“Do not be deceived, God is not
mocked; for whatever a man sows,
that he will also reap. For he who
sows to his flesh will of the flesh
reap corruption, but he who sows
to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life” (Galatians 6:7-8).

Reward

Certainly the monetary reward
is what got me in the door. The
real reward I received, though,
was far greater than the money I
received. It was a reward of better
health and better self-esteem.

We also walk the Christian path
because we know God has offered
us the greatest reward anyone
could hope to have, that of eter-
nal life in His family! “But with-
out faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

Even though I earned the title
“The Biggest Loser,” I am a win-
ner because of all that I have
learned from this wonderful class.
You can too! You can accomplish
things you never thought possible,
especially when it comes to your
health!

We do not have to be a part
of the statistics of obesity! The
impossible is possible! If you are
obese, find what works for you.
You, too, can be the biggest loser
and come out a winner. UN

Janet Treadway is a member of
the Cincinnati, Ohio, East congre-
gation. She has recently reached
her goal of losing 80 pounds.

Food Tips
That Help

1. Stay Out of Fast-Food
Restaurants!

Did you know that a Big Mac
has over 700 calories! And that’s
without the French fries. If you do
plan to go out, check the Internet
and check out nutritional charts of
the food you want to eat before
you order your meal. The Daily
Plate is a great source to find out
how many calories are in the food
(www.thedailyplate.com).

2. Drink Lots of Water

3. Count Calories

Find out how many calories you
should take in daily and stick to it
as much as possible. To lose one
pound per week, subtract 500 cal-
ories a day from your daily caloric
rate. You can subtract calories
by eating 500 calories less or by
burning 500 calories through car-
dio exercise. For example: 1,900-
500=1,400. It really works. I have
lost an average of one pound a
week.

4. Buy Groceries From the
Outline of the Store

Look for groceries along the
walls where fresh food is usually
located. Avoid processed foods if
you can. Also books such as Eat
This, Not That by David Zinc-
zenko and Matt Goulding can
help you decide what is best to
eat. Zinczenko and Goulding also
wrote a book for children titled
Eat This Not That! for Kids!: Be
the Leanest, Fittest Family on the
Block!

5. Learn to Read Labels

Know the nutritional value of
what you are eating before you
eat it.

6. Get a Good Scale and
Monitor Your Weight
This helps you keep on track.

7. Don't Give Up!

Should you get off your diet or
binge, don’t throw up your hands,
quit and say, “It’s no use.” I have
fallen off the wagon many times.
You have to allow yourself from
time to time to eat something you
really enjoy. Just get back in there;
and as time goes by, it will get eas-
ier and easier. It is so worth it!
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King Manasseh: A Study in Contrasts

by Tom Nichol

One of the most inspiring sto-
ries in the Bible is also a study in
contrasts as violent as any record-
ed in Scripture. It is the story of
King Manasseh, who was the son
of righteous King Hezekiah of
Judah.

King Manasseh was only 12
years old when his father died and
left him the throne. And just as
soon as he took full command of
the kingdom of Judah (no doubt
influenced by evil advisers),
Manasseh turned to the wrong
ways of the pagan nations around
Judah.

It is well understood that King
Manasseh was by far the worst of
Judah’s kings. The account in 2
Kings 21 tells us that he began
with idolatry, then progressed into
sorcery, witchcraft, spiritualism
and even child sacrifice, practices
all strictly forbidden by God.

We are also told that Manasseh
oppressed those who dared to
oppose him. Manasseh’s influ-
ence was extremely damaging to
Judah. Deeply concerned, God
sent a succession of prophets to
warn Manasseh about what would
happen if he persisted in his evil
ways.

One of those prophets was
Isaiah, who may himself have
belonged to the royal family and

been one of Hezekiah’s clos-
est advisers. Manasseh finally
became so angry at Isaiah’s persis-
tent warnings and rebukes that he
gave orders for the elderly prophet
to be executed. According to Jew-
ish tradition, the nearly 90-year-
old Isaiah attempted to hide from
Manasseh’s men in a hollow log or
tree. Manasseh’s men found him,
however, and acting on the king’s
orders, they cut Isaiah in two with
a saw—lengthwise!

God then caused the Assyr-
ian army to desolate Judah like a
swarm of killer bees. “I will wipe
Jerusalem as one wipes a dish,
wiping it and turning it upside
down” (2 Kings 21:13).

They captured Manasseh, put
an iron hook through his nose,
bound him in heavy bronze chains
(which may well have weighed
100 pounds or more) and liter-
ally dragged him off to the city
of Babylon. According to Jewish
tradition, Manasseh was 34 years
old at this time, and he spent the
next two years in an Assyrian
prison cell in the bitterest misery
and degradation.

At this point, you may won-
der why God didn’t simply have
Manasseh executed and be done
with it. God tells us in 2 Peter 3:9
that He is “not willing that any
should perish but that all should
come to repentance.”

Happily, Manasseh did indeed
come to repentance. So much so,
in fact, that God not only caused
Manasseh to be released, but also
had him restored to his throne in
Jerusalem! Such is the mercy of
our great God!

A Return to Piety

Manasseh’s story doesn’t end
in 2 Kings 21. We find the rest
of the story in 2 Chronicles 33.
Recognizing the responsibility
that was now his, upon his return
Manasseh imme-
diately began the
daunting task of
correcting his
earlier mistakes.
Although he
was never able
to return Judah
completely to an
obedient nation,
he pursued this
goal for the rest
of his life.

The Jewish
historian Jose-
phus tells us,
“And indeed,
when he had
changed his for-
mer course, he
so led his life
for the time to
come, that from
the time of his

return to piety towards God, he
was deemed a happy man, and a
pattern for imitation.” (Antiqui-
ties of the Jews, Book 10, Chapter
3).

King Manasseh died at the age
of 67, having been on the throne
for some 55 years. His life is truly
a study in contrasts. In his youth,
he brazenly defied God; in his
maturity, however, he did every-
thing he possibly could to correct
the mistakes of his youth and be
as close to God as he could.

It is well understood that King Manasseh was by far the
worst of Judah's kings. S

Manasseh’s story should fill us
all with hope. After all, if God
could bring even King Manasseh
to repentance and lead him to
accomplish what he did in his
final years, what can and will God
do with us, if we will only yield to
His guidance and direction? Let’s
remember King Manasseh’s sto-
ry, and strive to follow the noble
example of his later years. un

Tom Nichol is a member in the
Nashville, Tennessee, congrega-
tion.

And Then the Fire Took

Flickr.com/Artmonstergirl

by Jeremy Lallier

For years I read over the description
of the fiery darts given in Ephesians
6, thinking little of it. My thought
process on the subject was, to put it
kindly, stunted. The farthest digging
into the matter I'd done amounted to
little more than, “Satan throws fiery
darts. The shield of faith stops them.
Problem solved.”

After all, if the shield of faith is
capable of stopping the darts from

reaching you, what’s the point of pur-
suing the subject any further? Just use
the shield and block the darts.

I had failed to consider two things:
one, the nature of fiery darts, and
two, the fact that I was not going to
be able to block every single one. So
when I allowed Satan to drive one of
his arrows into me, I came to under-
stand that failing to block one does

not simply mean “letting one get past
you.” It means getting hit and feel-
ing pain. I shook off the initial sting,
decided to ignore it and continue on.
For a moment that worked.

Then the fire took. A simple inci-
dent roared out of control. I felt blis-
tering emotional pain, watching in
horror as the fire raged on—not only
around me, but in me.

Once I had lived in the peace of
God—the peace that Jesus promised
His followers. Now I felt only the bit-
ing cold and hopelessness of a heart
that had allowed Satan inside. My
prayers for deliverance and rescue
seemed unanswered as I struggled to
reclaim what I had lost.

I reread that passage in Ephesians

6 with commentary from Barnes’
Notes. Barnes writes of the darts
that “we may observe, (1.) that they
come suddenly, like arrows sped
from a bow; (2.) they come from
unexpected quarters, like arrows
shot suddenly from an enemy in
ambush; (3.) they pierce, and pen-
etrate, and torment the soul, as
arrows would that are on fire; (4.

they set the soul on fire, and enkin-
dle the worst passions, as fiery darts
do a ship or camp against which
they are sent... if we have not faith
in God, we are wholly defenceless.
We should have a shield that we can
turn in any direction, on which we
receive the arrow, and by which it
may be put out.”

It wasn’t until reading that descrip-
tion of the fiery darts and noticing
that it encapsulated exactly how I
felt that I realized I had let my shield
down. I had let my faith down. I lost
my hold on God’s peace when—
without even realizing it—I began to
worry about the outcome of a certain
situation in my life.

I failed to believe that, since God is

IRV MOy ilau R igry and repairing the damage they cause takes
time. It will be a difficult road, and it will require time; but I know
for a fact that “with God all things are possible.”

in control, He would work even this
circumstance out for the best inter-
ests of everyone involved.

I began to worry that what I want-
ed might not be what finally happens
and abandoned the comfort of know-
ing that I have a loving Father with
my best interests at heart in favor of
living in my own worries and inse-
curities.

Working with God to put those
fires out and repair the damage they
have caused takes time. It will be a
difficult road, and it will require time;
but I know for a fact that “with God
all things are possible” (Matthew
19:26).

The ultimate outcome of the
event that I allowed to set all this
off in my heart doesn’t matter.
What matters is that “all things
work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose”
(Romans 8:28). What matters is [
can look on with peace and know
with absolute certainty that God’s
hand is in the outcome and that it is
for the best—and not just my own,
but everyone’s best.

I have once again found peace—
not in the situation, but in the One
guiding and directing all things from
His unshakable throne. Christ prom-
ised us that peace in John 14:27 and
16:33: “Peace I leave with you, My
peace I give to you; not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid,” and again, “These things I
have spoken to you, that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you will
have tribulation; but be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world.” un

Jeremy Lallier is an intern staff
writer for Media and Communications
Services.

Flickr.com/Zanthia
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Greensboro Brethren
Enjoy Summer Retreat at
Millennial Setting

On Aug. 7 to 9, the Greensboro, North
Carolina, congregation hosted its second

The Orlando congregation first met on Aug.
9, 1969, with approximately 100 people in
attendance. Now 40 years later, nearly 150
members of UCG met together to reminisce
about the past and honor those who have
remained faithful over those four decades.
A recorded message from former pas-
tor Robert Jones was played in part of the
sermonette
time. This was
followed by a
short history
of the Orlando
church given by
Ted Japhet, one
of the original
members. Mes-
sages were read
from Richard
Thompson, the
former pastor,
and Harold Les-
ter, the former
associate pas-
tor. The sermon

Brethren gather for a Friday night Bible study along the banks of the “The History of
New River just prior to sundown (photo by Leonard Rinehart) God’s Church
From A.D. 31

annual family retreat at Camp Dickenson
near Fries, Virginia. Brethren from several
surrounding congregations enjoyed a week-
end of fun, fellowship and relaxation in a
millennial setting.

Activities began Friday evening with a
Bible study around a campfire on the banks
of the New River. Sabbath morning found
our church family enjoying a breakfast of
biscuits, gravy, sausage and eggs. Afternoon
Sabbath services were followed by a cook-
out with all the trimmings. After sundown,
everyone gathered around the piano for a
sing-along as the moon rose over the Blue
Ridge Mountains. On Sunday morning, the
men treated everyone to a pancake breakfast
before the early canoe trip down the river.
After games and swimming in the new pool
that afternoon, everyone said their warm
goodbyes, promising to return next year.

Roger Williams

Orlando Reminisces About
Past 40 Years in Church of
God

A special celebration in honor of the 40th
anniversary of the Orlando, Florida, congre-
gation was held on the Sabbath of Aug. 29.

to the Present” was given by Roy Demarest,
the current pastor.

Following services, the five original members
cut a special anniversary cake. The celebration
ended with a one-hour slide show of members
and activities over the last 40 years. It was a full
and rewarding day for all who attended.

Roy Demarest

Active Senior Turns 99 on
9/9/09

When regional pastor Paul Suckling first
met Ethel McMullen, it was not under the

Ethel McMullen

most normal of circumstances. The then
90-year-old woman was descending from
her roof where she had

L

just finished attending to
shingles in need of repair.

Mrs. McMullen, born
in 1910 in South Berwick,
Maine, turned 99 on the
ninth day of the ninth
month of this year, 2009,
weighing 99 pounds.

The passing of time has
not kept Mrs. McMullen
from remaining active. In
years past, she would rou-
tinely mow all three acres

(Japhet) PerMar

Five of Orlando’s original members. From left to right: Ted
and Johanna Japhet, Andy Smith, Jim Dickenson, Robin

of her property on a rid-
ing lawn mower, in addi-
tion to making her own

maple syrup. However,

she has begun needing help
with the heavy lifting involved
with syrup production.

“I'm slowing down a little,”
she said.

Baptized in 1961 by Carl
McNair in what she referred to
as “the polluted water of the
ocean,” Mrs. McMullen has
not once regretted committing
her life to God and choosing
to walk His way of life. Since
2000, she has read the Bible
from cover to cover 19 times
and prays every day for the
brethren, seeing difficult times
coming for the young people of

Kevin Call stands in the middle after being ordained
an elder

God’s Church.

To those new to the faith, her advice is
simple but filled with importance: “Remain
faithful.” Her favorite scripture, an admoni-
tion from Christ found in Revelation 3:11,
emphasizes that advice: “Behold, I am com-
ing quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no
one may take your crown.”

Mrs. McMullen has spent almost half a
century holding fast her crown. The staff of
United News would like to thank her for set-
ting such a lasting example and wish her all
the best in the year ahead!

Jeremy Lallier

Seniors Honored in
Columbia, Maryland

The Columbia, Maryland, congregation
honored 14 of our senior citizens at a special

met in at least four locations before settling
at our current hall in West Portsmouth.

Several ministers have served the congre-
gation over the years. However, the first resi-
dent pastor, Dave Treybig, and the current
pastor, Gary Smith, have served the brethren
in Portsmouth for 28 of the 40 years.

Two guest speakers and their wives arrived
for Sabbath services. After reminiscing with
a couple of stories, Ken Pulliam delivered
a sermonette titled “True Compassion
Requires Action.” Mr. Treybig then encour-
aged young and old to “Stay the Course.”
Mr. Treybig observed that after 23 years,
he was encouraged to see that there are still
many familiar faces in the congregation.

Between the messages, Kevin Call was
ordained a local elder. Mr. Call has been a
part of the Portsmouth congregation since
he was a child.

After services, the brethren were able to enjoy

The youth of the Columbia congregation serve the

attendees of the senior citizens’ brunch

a delicious potluck meal accompa-
nied by cake and ice cream while
everyone fellowshipped and caught
up with old friends. After the meal,
the congregation was treated to a
video presentation put together by
Daniel Evans and Rick Shoemaker.
This video chronicled the Ports-
mouth church from its beginning at
the Steelworkers’ Hall and followed
our history of halls, ministers and
events to the current day. The video
incorporated personal interviews
with several of the earliest members
who are still attending services in

brunch served before church services on the
Sabbath of Feb. 14. Our pastor and his wife,
Tim and Valerie Waddle, were in attendance
as well. The meal was prepared by the ladies
in the church; and some of the youth, dressed
in white dress shirts and black pants, acted
as servers. Seeing the young people interact
with the seniors of the congregation was
heartwarming. One of the seniors comment-
ed that the brunch was “an elegant event.”
There are plans to have an activity for the
seniors annually.

Rhonda Diggins

Portsmouth Celebrates 40th
Anniversary

On Sabbath, July 25, 2009, the Portsmouth,
Ohio, congregation hosted its 40th anniver-
sary celebration with over 120 in attendance.
Over the past 40 years, the congregation has

Portsmouth.

With the end of the presentation, many
continued to visit and share experiences from
their time as members in Portsmouth.
Debbie Call

Recent Grad Designated
National AP Scholar

Cody Dreaden, son of Art and Sandra
(Spieker) Dreaden
of Crestview, Flor-
ida, has earned
the designation of
National AP Schol-
ar. To qualify, a stu-
dent must receive an
average grade of at
least 4 on all College
Board Advanced
Placement exams

Cody Dreaden taken and grades of
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4 or higher on eight or more of these exams.
Cody, who is also a National Merit Scholar,
earned a 5 (the highest score possible) on all
10 exams taken, earning 45 hours of college
credit. Cody is a freshman at the University of
Florida in Gainesville, majoring in mechani-
cal engineering, and attends the Ocala con-
gregation.

Sandra Dreaden

Seattle Church Observes
50th Anniversary

The Seattle congregation celebrated
the 50th anniversary of the Church of
God in Seattle Sept. 12. The highlights
of the day were sermons by Dennis
Luker and Bob Dick and the congrega-
tion’s monthly potluck social.

During the introductory sermon by
Mr. Luker, attendance was reported at
235. Mr. Luker requested that all of the
original members of the “Radio Church
of God” (1968 and before) come forward
to be recognized. Fittingly, for the 50th
anniversary there were 50 original mem-
bers that came forward. There were not
only original adult members but many of

Proverbs 22:6 tradition, “Train up a child in
the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it.”

Afterwards, the congregation was dis-
missed for the potluck meal, fellowship and
to peruse the history display of photos and
news articles set up by several members.
Gold tablecloths, flowers and balloons dec-
orated the tables for the abundant feast. A
big thanks go to all who came to worship
and fellowship on this special day and to the
many who worked diligently to make the day
and potluck a success.

Larry Hardison

their children who came into the Church
during this era. It was a worthy tribute
to faithfulness and raising families in the

Bob and Dyanne Dick stand by 50th anniversary
cakes with LeeAnn and Dennis Luker

57 Woman Attend Colorado
Women's Weekend

The Colorado Women’s Weekend was held
at the Highlands Retreat in Allenspark, Col-
orado, just south of Estes Park, from Friday
evening, July 31, to Sunday afternoon, Aug.
2. The theme was “A Woman After God’s
Own Heart” based on a book by Elizabeth
George.

Linda Neff opened the weekend on Friday
night by welcoming the 57 women from all
areas of the United States.

Clyde Kilough spoke for Sabbath services.
His sermon discussed Mary and Martha from
Luke 10:42, “Mary has chosen that good part,
and it will not be taken away from her.”

The women enjoyed three guest speak-
ers. Dee Kilough spoke on “What We as
Women Can Bring to the Temple.” It was a
wonderful talk on learning how God would
like His women to serve Him in His Tem-
ple. Lisa Damour gave a talk on “The Joy
of Stress.” She gave a very colorful talk on
how to rid ourselves of all the heavy burdens
that weigh us down. The third guest speaker
was Marian Sargent. Her moving talk was
“Leadership Fulfillment for Women.” She
focused on developing leadership with the
right motive, realizing Christ will use both
men and women equally to teach and rule in
God’s Kingdom.

Two local women also gave talks. Connie
Ashley, in her speech titled “Strengthening
the Body,” spoke on ways to build stronger
relationships and bonds as women in the
Body of Christ. Beth Bradford in “A Mar-
riage of a Lifetime” broke down the lyrics
of a song that describes the relationship we
should have with God.

The women participated in a roundtable
discussion on different characteristics of the
heart. Sheila Wagoner directed an insight-
ful table-topic discussion on “Priorities.”
Everyone was able to enjoy the good food
and drink in the beauty of the mountains
surrounding the area.

Beth Bradford

Local Church Updates: If your con-
gregation’s news and events are rarely
covered in United News, why not check
with your pastor and write something
for him to send in? We’re looking for
100- to 300-word articles and photo-
graphs with captions. Please include a
self-addressed envelope if you would like
photos returned. Include the author’s
and photographer’s names and your
phone number. Please double-check the
spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local
pastor to forward to United News.

Announcements

Births

Robert and Tracy (Crow) Ogaz of
the San Jose, California, congregation
are happy to announce the birth of

their first child, a beautiful boy named
Connor Elijah Ogaz. Connor was born
on Aug. 29,2009, at 7:39 p.m. Connor
weighed 7 pounds 8Y2 ounces and was
20 inches long. Very proud grand-
parents are Sandi Ogaz of Pomona,
California, and Fred and Sue Crow
of the San Jose, California, congrega-
tion.

Henry Amadeus Boise was born
at home after 12%2 hours of diffi-
cult labor on Aug. 11, 2008, to the
beaming Reuben and Andrea Boise
of Cincinnati, Ohio. He weighed 7
pounds 11%2 ounces and measured
19 inches long. He had the umbilical
cord wrapped twice around his neck
with his hand between the wraps, but
thanks to God’s involvement he was
born without any complications. He
currently enjoys eating a good book,
blowing on bellies, pulling himself
up and seeing how fast he can get his
parents to dive after him. In the near

future, he’ll be climbing to newfound
heights and will finally be fast enough

Henry Amadeus Boise

to really have fun in the dirt.

Joshua and Tamara (Crow) Reyn-
olds of the Sacramento, California,
congregation are thrilled to announce
the birth of their first child, a beauti-
ful boy named Yoshiyahu Ray Reyn-
olds. Yoshi was born on Aug. 7, 2009,

Crow of the San Jose, California,
congregation.

Justin and Kimberly Rivers of the
West Palm Beach, Florida, congrega-
tion are proud to announce the birth
of their first child, Cole Jude Rivers.

-'..l;L

Yoshiyahu Ray Reynolds -

at 11:19 a.m. He weighed 7 pounds
11 ounces and was 20 % inches long.
Very proud grandparents are Wilda
McGaughey of the Eureka, Califor-
nia, congregation and Fred and Sue

He was born Aug. 13, 2009, weighing
7 pounds and 9 ounces and measuring
21 inches long. He is the fifth grand-
child of Tony and Edie Carreiro of
Florida. Both parents are joyful for the
miracle of their son and give thanks
to the Lord for all His blessings. He
came into the world wide-eyed with
the strong voice of a new servant of
God and a soldier of Christ!

Engagements

Karen Hazelip of the Phoenix, Ari-
zona, East congregation and David
and Hiromi Mirigian of the Oakland,
California, congregation are elated
to announce the engagement of their
children, Micah Campbell and Mark
Mirigian. On July 11 at sunrise, Mark
proposed to Micah while camping with
family at Mormon Lake, Arizona. Mark

Mark Mirigian and
Micah Campbell

and Micah are planning a late 2010 wed-
ding and will live in California.

Weddings

James and Amy Hargarten of the
Minneapolis, Minnesota, congregation
are very pleased to announce the mar-
riage of their daughter, Amy Suzanne, to
Kyle Davis, son of Carol Baker and Clay

Amy and Kyle Davis

Davis, on Aug. 2,2009. Over 120 people
enjoyed the beautiful day at the Maple
Grove Community Center, as they cele-
brated the beginning of their life together
as husband and wife.

The wedding party included maid of
honor Jessica Randle, bridesmaids Ali-
cia Hargarten, Larissa Bosserman and
Gina Hoskins and flower girls Olivia
and Cecilia Witt. Corbin Rose was the
best man. Groomsmen were Joel and
Jeftrey Hargarten, Brian Reed and junior
groomsman, Jonathan Hargarten. Mike
Hanisko performed the ceremony.

During the ceremony, Amy performed
a piano piece she wrote herself for Kyle,
and Kyle read two poems he had writ-
ten for her. It was a very touching part of
the ceremony. There was a catered meal
followed by a dance, which everyone
enjoyed. The couple resides in Brooklyn
Park, Minnesota.

Rick and Debbie Zimmerman of
Pendleton, Indiana, and Peter and Terri
Eddington of Cincinnati, Ohio, are
pleased to announce the marriage of their
children, Tiffany Zimmerman and Mat-

Matthew and
Tiffany Eddington

thew Eddington. Their wedding took
place in Greenwood, Indiana, on July
12, 2009. The couple were surrounded
by more than 175 family members and
friends during the touching, personal
occasion.
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The ceremony was performed by
Peter Eddington, the groom’s father.
Leesa Zimmerman, sister of the bride,
served as maid of honor, while Camden
Eddington, brother of the groom, served
as best man. Brothers of the bride and
groom, Blake Zimmerman and Marc
Eddington played guitar during the cer-
emony. The couple has made their home
in Anderson, Indiana.

Obituaries

Doris Jean (Elliot) Forson, a long-
time member of the Church of God
and resident of Lubbock, Texas, died
on June 7, 2009, at the age of 78. Doris
was born May 6, 1931, in Thermal,
California. She married Ken Forson
on Jan. 26, 1980. She was baptized in
July of 1967.

Doris Forson

Those left to celebrate her life are her
husband, Ken; son, Steven (Kay) Elliot;
daughter, Becky (Larry) Palmer; two
stepdaughters, Katherine Turner and
Margaret Bosma; eight grandchildren;
and eight great-grandchildren. Doris was
preceded in death by one son, Gary.

Doris was well known for her many
flowers. She truly loved her yard and

her potted “babies.” She loved God’s
creations.

Doris became ill during the last 18
months of her life, developing lung and
brain cancer.

Through the multiple trials of tests
and treatment, Doris remained steadfast
inher calling. She still had a sweet smile
for all, and thoroughly appreciated the
cards, prayers and encouragement from
her friends in Christ.

She’s now resting and fully at peace,
awaiting the finishing touch of God’s
hands and the fulfillment of His prom-
ises.

Rebecca (Child) Lesko, 59, died on
Friday, June 19, 2009, at her home in
Freedom Township, Ohio. She was the
last of three children born to Glen and
Sadie Child of Peoria, Illinois.

She started attending the Peoria
congregation when she was a teenager.
Rebecca was courageous and stood up
for her personal beliefs even when faced
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Rebecca Lesko

with opposition. She was a very good
reflexologist, artist, poet, teacher and
cake decorator. All of her children were
born at home. She was also a strong
believer in homeschooling.

She married Bruce Lesko on March
10, 1977, and was a member of the
Akron, Ohio, congregation.

In addition to her husband, she is
survived by a brother and sister in Cali-
fornia; her children, Amanda Bryant,
Andrea Boise, Jason and Kirk Lesko;
and five grandchildren.

Helen Irene Smith, a longtime mem-
ber of the Church of God, died of cancer
on July 2,2009.

Helen Smith

Helen was born on Jan. 6, 1928, to
Leo and Lulu Zanetti in Springfield,
Massachusetts. She met Lewis Smith in
the barracks of Westover Field, Massa-
chusetts, where he was stationed in the
army in 1947; and they were married on
Feb. 26, 1949.

On March 1, 1969, Helen and Lew
were baptized and began attending
church in Southern California in what
is now the United Church of God con-
gregation in Garden Grove. After mov-
ing from Southern California to Las
Vegas, Nevada, and Bronte, Texas, they
settled in Joplin, Missouri, where they
remained members of the Joplin con-
gregation of the United Church of God
until Helen’s failing health made it dif-
ficult to attend.

Helen developed a very close group
of friends from the cancer network
that she had started. She continued
corresponding with them until just
before her death. She also had a close
network of church friends from around
the country. She loved to work in the
yard and mow the lawn—but she did
not like to cook!

Helen is survived by her husband
of 60 years, Lew Smith; sons Glenn
Smith and Marty Smith; daughters
Barbara Smith and Bonnie Greider;
nine grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

Lucille B. Boone, a member of the
Laurel, Mississippi, congregation, died

May 26, 2009, from cancer at the age
of 76.

She was born in Brooklyn, New
York, and lived most of her life in Mas-
sachusetts and Vicksburg, Mississippi.
She was deeply loved by God’s people
in both Mississippi and New England.
Lucille was preceded in death by her
daughter, Mary Boone Stephens, and
is survived by two sons, Johnny Boone
and Peter Boone; a daughter, Vera
Boone; and one granddaughter.

A dedicated follower of God, Lucille
attended her first Feast of Tabernacles in
1962. Lucille loved to write poetry and
was well known for her hand-written
letters. Even though her frame was
small and body frail, she was tough as
nails. Throughout her many struggles in
life including cancer in her final years,
she never complained and always spoke
of how God had blessed her abundantly.
Her mind remained fixed on Christ’s
return, God’s coming Kingdom and on
praying for God’s people and her family
even until her dying breath.

A memorial service was held at
Riverfront Pavilion Park in Vicksburg
on June 7. Organized by her daughter,
Vera, and conducted by her pastor,
Andy Burnett, resurrection scriptures
were addressed followed by attendees’
reflections on Lucille’s impact on their
lives. Paul Suckling, her pastor while
she lived in New England, conducted a
memorial service in her remembrance
after the Sabbath service on July 11.

Here is a piece of advice from Lucille:
“Spend time trying to make your mate
happier than they make you. This is a
win/windeal, and can also apply to chil-
dren, employers, neighbors, coworkers
and others. Applying this in your life
keeps you too busy to complain.”

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.)
and obituaries in their families. Please
include a self-addressed envelope if
you would like photos returned. Most
items are 50 to 100 words and should
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail
(preferred) or give them to your local
pastor to forward to United News.

Letters

Homebound Brethren
Grateful for MP3 Sermons

The MP3 CDs that you send us are a
great blessing to us. We cannot attend
services because of my husband’s
health. I need the sermons and the con-
tact with the Church.

We get the tapes of the sermons that
are given at Church every week. And
they pipe us into the services, which we
can hear in the speakerphone. These
are all a lifesaver for us, especially me.
Thank you for the CDs.

Bryan, Ohio

Bible Study Course “a
Wonderful Eye-Opener”

Thank you so much for offering
free booklets and the free Bible Study
Course. I have wanted to study and
read more for a while but couldn’t
afford what others wanted me to pay.
so appreciate all you are doing.

God bless you all.

Rio Rancho, New Mexico

Thank you again for the second
Bible lesson, a great blessing to us.
Also, all the booklets are a wonderful
eye-opener spiritually. We have found
a small gathering of people to worship
with on Sabbath in our little town and
have met the [UCG] pastor, a wonder-

ful man. Thank you and thank God for
the free literature and lessons.
Anonymous

Americans in Germany
Thankful to Find the Truth

I have requested numerous booklets
and other literature from you over the
past year and would like to contribute
to your printing fund. Please accept the
enclosed donation to help cover and
support your operating costs.

We are Americans living in Ger-
many and are not able to fellowship
with anyone at this time. (Yes, I have
contacted the Church here, but the fel-
lowships are too far for me to drive and
not in English anyway!)

Your printed material has been the
most comforting, exciting and ground-
ing information I have ever read, and I
want you to know how thankful I am
for every single bit of it! I homeschool
my two daughters (12 and 14) and [ have
taught every booklet and every paper/
magazine article to them. We are cur-
rently going through your Bible course
together. They are also convinced that
we have found the truth! Finally, every-
thing fits as it should!

In approximately 18 months, we
should be returning to the States, and
we hope to find a congregation near to

us. Until that time, we stay in prayer for
our brothers and sisters, whom we have
not yet met, and we look forward to the
day we have like-minded people to fel-
lowship with!

Many, many thanks for these mate-
rials. I have spent many years in the
Word and always thought I was alone
in the world because I saw things so
differently. Then I found you! Praise
God, T have family! I am sure you folks
are the Church of the Bible.

Warmest regards in every way.
Again, I thank you, and my daughters
thank you very much.

Vilseck, Germany

Readers From U.K. Comment
About Our Literature
I get such comfort from reading The
Good News.
Lincolnshire, England

I am a new Christian. Your articles
have given me good understanding and
comfort. I would like to know how to
get baptized. Your magazine reached
me at a good time and is just what I
needed. Thank you.

Liverpool, England

I 'am able to share with my daughter
and two grandchildren. Your booklets

are what we have been asking about,
and I thank you for your teaching. I
have sent a donation just before the
magazine arrived and will send some
next month so the work of God can
continue. God bless this ministry. A
breath of fresh air has come our way.
Bristol, England

GN Commentary Receives
Positive Feedback

This comment was posted on You-
Tube in response to the GN Commen-
tary “Health Care Reform” by Gary
Antion.

Professional commentary. [ am sur-
prised that not too many people watch
this channel. I would have watched it
just because it has excellent presenta-
tions in English and deep insights into
some political or economic issues.
Thanks for that.

Russia

Avid GN Reader Writes From
the Greek Islands

Thank you so much for all the inter-
esting news you bring us. I thoroughly
enjoy reading the magazine from cover
to cover. I have it by my bedside as I
enjoy rereading many articles again
and again. [ also print out some articles
and pass them on to friends. Thank you

so much for the spiritual uplift.
Santorini, Greece

Beyond Today and Good News
Help Rebuild Confidence

I have just watched my first episode
of Beyond Today on your Web site and
would like to thank you for the infor-
mation supplied via this program. I
will be watching the program more
often now that I know I can get it on
the Internet. I already subscribe to the
Good News magazine and other publi-
cations and always find them fulfilling
and accurate for today.

My circumstances have changed
recently due to the financial crisis and
my job was made redundant. Your
magazine has helped me keep some
faith in the world today and kept my
sanity intact during this hard time. I
have now found some part-time work
and hope to rebuild my confidence.

Melbourne, Australia

Letters to the Editor: Lettersmaybe
edited for length and clarity. Comments
and suggestions are welcome. Please let
us know if you would like your name
printed. Mail to: United News, PO.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027 or e-mail un@ucg.org.
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attend as a staff member to help mentor
Mr. Johnson in his new assignment.

Mr. Dobson has been directing Camp
Woodmen for 11 years and has decided
to turn that job over to someone else.
The camp team deeply appreciates the
years of service on the camp team by
Mr. Dobson and his wife, Denise.

Bill Johnson was hired earlier this
year as assistant pastor in the East
Texas, Ruston and Texarkana church
circuit. He and his wife, Dawn, along
with their four children, live in Tyler,
Texas.

Ken Treybig

New Ministers
Ordained

On July 25, Kevin Call was ordained
into the ministry. He and his wife, Deb-
bie, are serving in the Portsmouth, Ohio,
congregation.

Paul Vaughan was ordained into the
ministry on Aug. 29. He and his wife,
Susan, are serving in Bacchus Marsh,
Victoria, Australia, and surrounding
congregations.

On Sept. 12, Philip Aust was
ordained into the ministry. He and his

wife, Sarah, are serving in the Atlanta,
Georgia, congregation.

On the Day of Atonement, Sept. 28,
Stanley Hopper and Ken Thomson
were ordained into the ministry. Mr.
Hopper and his wife, Denise, serve in
the Tulsa, Oklahoma. Mr. Thomson
and his wife, Krissie, serve in the San
Antonio, Texas, congregation.

To date, 22 elders have been ordained
to the ministry in 2009.

Vocal Hymnal Project
Completed

After eight months of three-hour
recording sessions once (sometimes
twice) a week, a small choral group
of members in Cincinnati, Ohio, com-
pleted the recording of the entire UCG
hymnal on Aug. 19. A total of 34 nights
were spent hard at work to record the
191 hymns in four-part harmony.

Choir director Ken Shoemaker and
his group of singers began the ambitious
projecton Dec. 16,2008. Over the course
of the eight months of recording sessions,
each participant dedicated about 100
hours, for a total of 1,200 hours donated
by all involved. In addition, Clint Porter
and Mr. Shoemaker will spend many
more hours editing each song.

“Those who dedicated themselves
to serve in this project did so in spite of
fatigue, sickness, disabilities, jobs and
bad weather,” said Mr. Shoemaker. “Even
though prayer preceded each night’s ses-
sion, there were times when we just had

% What's New on the Web?

H 2009 Feast
Video

Watch the Feast
of Tabernacles
video, The

Kingdom of God
Is Righteousness,

B UCG Facebook Fanpage Has
Over 2,000 Fans and Counting

On Oct. 15 the UCG fanpage on Facebook
passed the 2,000-fan mark. To become a

fan, go to www.tinyurl.com/ucgfacebook.
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site at feast.ucg.org. Members
Web Site

H 2009 Feast Sermons members.

Listen to archived Feast sermons from ucg.org

Snowshoe, West Virginia; Wisconsin Dells, If you have

Wisconsin; Bend, Oregon; or Kelowna, British ~ guestions or

Columbia at feast.ucg.org/sermons.

please contact: webmaster@ucg.org

to stop and all ask God for the strength
and ability to continue that night.”

Requests have been made for several
years from small congregations that do
not have a piano or pianist to have vocal
recordings of all the hymns in order to
learn them.

“I really appreciate this service
project,” commented Clyde Kilough,
president of the United Church of God.
“It’s going to be a great service to the
Church.”

He went on to say, “It will help son-
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Follow the “Footsteps of Paul” in Turkey

Applications are now being taken for the spring
Biblical Education Tour, “The Footsteps of Paul,”

in the modern land of Turkey.

The goal of next spring’s program, to take place

sus and Antioch, where
Paul’s ministry began.
The tour will highlight
Cappadocia, Konya

March 17-31, 2010, is to provide on-location oppor-
tunities for instruction of the New Testament
including Acts, the Pauline Epistles and Revelation.
The timing of the tour will allow members from
all regions of the world to share this educational
experience plus Passover, Night to Be Observed
and the First Day of Unleavened Bread.

From the various departure points, the brethren
will gather in Istanbul to begin the tour. Here we
will visit some of history’s great markers of this
crossroads city and explore the archeological muse-
um, viewing such significant finds as the entrance
stone from Hezekiah’s tunnel in Jerusalem.

From there, the journey will follow the path of
first-century travel with important sites like Tar-

(Iconium), Pamphylia,
the hot springs of Hier-
apolis and Laodicea,
and then over to the
coast with Ephesus and
Pergamon, the crown-
ing jewels of Turkey’s
excavations.

The deadline for
applications for this
tour is Nov. 30. Com- ™=
plete details of the tour can be found online at www.
travelgallery.com, or you can call (800) 858-6999 for
a packet to be mailed to you.

David Register

gleaders in particular to lead and intro-
duce some of the beautiful but perhaps
unfamiliar hymns in the book.”

Additionally, it is the hope of those
involved with the hymnal project that
everyone in the Church can receive a
copy in order to help them learn all
of the hymns or to simply enjoy lis-
tening to a group of talented singers
perform them.

“We’ll provide copies for every
church area,” said Mr. Kilough, “and
they can, in turn, reproduce copies
for the brethren for their listening
enjoyment.”

Mr. Porter hopes to finish editing
the 191 hymns around the time of the
spring Holy Days, after which CDs
will be available for distribution.

Elizabeth Cannon

Writing Workshop
Planned for WFW

Media and Communications
Services is planning to offer a four-
hour writing workshop for a select
group of interested attendees at the
Winter Family Weekend in Louisville,
Kentucky.

To apply for this program, send the
following information by e-mail to
mike_bennett@ucg.org: name, e-mail
address, pastor’s name (we will contact
the pastor for a recommendation),
writing-related education and
experience.

Also, in 100 words or less, please tell
us why you would like to take this writ-
ing workshop. Please also send a sample
of your writing.

Space is limited. Those accepted will
be notified by e-mail.

Mike Bennett

If You Read Church
Publications Online...

Several people who read UCG pub-
lications on our Web sites have asked
how they can cancel their hard-copy
subscriptions.

Members can cancel subscriptions
by contacting Connie Seelig at connie_
seelig@ucg.org.

Although the Church doesn’t actu-
ally produce electronic subscriptions,
online readers can sign up for e-mail
updates/newsletters at www.ucg.org/
email-newsletters. By doing this they
will receive notification of all the new
things put on our Web sites, including
the PDF and HTML versions of The
Good News, Vertical Thought and
World News and Prophecy.

Since only select United News
articles are put in HTML, and with
the large page format that is hard to
read online, we don’t advise members
to cancel their United News subscrip-
tions. Also, if a member stops getting
United News, he or she will not get the
Camp Magazine or Feast brochures
either, since they are mailed from the
same list.

“If you prefer not to read publica-
tions online, there is no pressure to
do so,” said Larry Salyer, Media and
Communications Services operation
manager. The Church just wants to
make this option available to those who
no longer use the printed magazines.

Mike Bennett

Calendar of Events

Nov. 14-15: Twin Cities Women’s
Conference 2009, ericksoncc@
comcast.net.

Dec. 22-26: Winter Family Weekend,
Louisville, Kentucky.

Dec. 25-27: Northwest Weekend,
Vancouver, Washington, www.
ucgpdx.org.

Dec. 28, 2009-Jan. 3, 2010: Winter
Camp, galeblack@comcast.net.

Jan. 15-17: Women’s Enrichment
Weekend, “Uniquely You—
Uniquely Me,” Garden Grove,
California, garden-grove.ucg.org.

Feb. 12-15: Midwest Presidents’
Day Family Weekend, Branson,
Missouri.

Feb. 13: WNP Seminar, Seattle,
Washington.

April 24: WNP Seminar, Calgary,
Alberta, Canada.





