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The Battle of the
Giants—Who Will
Win?

Seemingly unnoticed, a titanic battle is underway between the
world’s most powerful economies. U.S. overspending and a
calculated gamble to take advantage of a devalued dollar is

forcing other nations—the EU included—to pay the tab.

by Melvin Rhodes

was closed down for a day by gov-

ernment decree. All employees had
to work late to handle the constantly
changing situation.

At the time | was working for a
major British bank. It was November
1967 and the government then in pow-
er had announced on a Saturday night
that the British currency, the pound
sterling, wasto be devalued by approx-
imately 14 percent. Prior to that date,
the pound had been valued against the
U.S. dollar at $2.80 to the pound; now
it would be $2.40. Regular television
programswereinterruptedin peak time
to give this news.

The American dollar as of May
27, 2003, had fallen over 14 percent
against the euro thisyear. Include last
year and it hasfallen about 45 percent
(from 82 U.S. cents to the euro to
over $1.18 at the end of May). Butin
sharp contrast to my experience in
1967, banks are not being closed and
you don’t hear about people being
asked to do endless hours of over-
time. Additionally, little attention has
been given to this “news” in the
American media.

In stark contrast to Britain in 1967,
where only the most reclusive or clue-
less citizen would not have been aware
of the currency’s fal, few in America
seem aware at all of the international

I t was a major crisis. Our business

The dollar has fallen about
45 percent compared to the
euro. What will the
consequences be?

crisis of confidence in the American
currency.

Why the difference?

During the 1960s and into the
1970s Britain staggered from one eco-
nomic crisis to another. Strikes were
rampant, the trade deficit ballooned
and the British currency continued to
fal. All the former British colonies,
except Canada, plus Jordan (one quar-
ter of the world’s nations) used the
British currency for their international

(See “GIANTS,” page 3)
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“Whom heaven must receive until thrl: times of

REStO ratlon

of all things . .
Planting the Seed of the Kingdom

ago at aweekend seminar, | gave a presentation about learning to discern the
timesaccording to Bible prophecy. A manintheaudience later wrote me alet-
ter of appreciation for the gpproach | took with the prophetic scriptures. Thisman had
been taught from his preteen years about various prophecies. The gpproach taken by
some of histeachers had left him with afrightened and uncertain view of this subject.

He made two points that are important for readers of World News and Prophecy
to understand. Thefirst isthat prophecy should not be seen as ameans or an excuse
to escapetoday’sworld with its problems and challenges. While Christ’sreturn isthe
only hopefor thephysical and spiritual savation of mankind, aChristian cannotignore
the plight of his neighbor. The apostle Paul said, “And let us not grow weary while
doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, aswe
have opportunity, let us do good to all, especidly to those who are of the household
of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).

The second point he made was that we should not shortchange oursalves by fail-
ing to plan for the long term for matters such as marriage and family, education and
career, even retirement, because “the world will soon come to an end.” Through the
centuries, far too many people havefaleninto thistrap, setting too firm adate for the
return of Christ and thinking they could circumvent the plain teaching that only the
Father knowsthe “ day and the hour.”

Through experience, this gentleman came to a balanced view of prophecy. He
learned to truly watch and discern thetimes, maintaining an urgency about life, while
at the sametime providing and preparing for hisfamily and himself, should Christ not
return in their lifetime. Thisisamark of wisdom.

Bible prophecy is an exciting subject. While the future time of Satan’swrath and
God'sjudgment on the nations will indeed be afrightening experience, the overarch-
ing message of prophecy isoneof hopefor abetter timeand an encouragement tolive
righteoudy in today’s evil world. Prophecy isatool of motivation from aloving God
to change one's behavior, to turn from sin, repent and live agodly life based on tried
and tested laws that make lifework at its highest and best. Prophecy should never be
used as an excuse to avoid persona responsibility and accountability.

Each issue of World News and Prophecy chroniclesthe sad story of aworld adrift
from God and careening recklessly toward aclimax. Inthisissue, you will read astar-
tling analysis of world conditions by former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, reported on by Clyde Kilough, who adds the all-important biblical perspec-
tivewith its bottom line of good news. Our goal isnot only to show you the problems
of today’s world, but also to give you the vision of hope for a better world to come.
We know the only lasting hope for peace liesin the coming Kingdom of God.

If you knew with certainty that Jesus Christ would return tomorrow, what would
you do today? Someone once said he would plant atree. | like that thought. Planting
atreeisastatement of responsihility. It takesalong-term affirmative view. Aswewait
and look for thetimeswhen Chrigt will step into history and restore “al things,” let's
also attend to today and plan for tomorrow. By doing so, we plant the seed of the
Kingdom into our present lives. These are exciting times, which offer usthe opportu-
nity to prepare for eternity in the world to come. —DarrisMcNedy

D 0Yyou view prophecy as something that isfrightening or exciting?A few years

Read World News and Prophecy as soon as it is completed. The next issueis
scheduled to be available by Aug. 13 on the Internet at:

http://www.ucg.org/wnp/
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“GIANTS,” (Continued from page 1)

trade. This trading bloc was known as
“the sterling area” Its existence took
considerable pressure off thedollar. The
two currencies had been the world's
reserve (trading) currencies since the
1946 Bretton Woods agreement that set
up the postwar economic order. It was
absolutely essential that these two cur-
rencies be stable for international trade
to bloom.

Some astute economists have noted
that Britain's continual industria crisis
led to ahugetrading deficit. The United
Kingdom was buying more from other
countries than it was selling. Rather
than deal directly with the root causes of
this, the British government took the
option of devaluing the currency against
other currencies. This was in order to
give Britain a trading advantage, mak-
ing British goods cheaper and so there-
fore more attractive to foreign buyers.
It would make foreign goods more
expensive and result in Britons buying
fewer products made overseas.

But the economic problems were
caused in part by poor industrial rela-
tions and practices that limited produc-
tivity, so this strategy didn’t succeed.
Eventually, the pound went so low it
was barely above the dollar. Today, the
exchangerateisapproximately $1.65to
the pound. This is an example of how
human governments try to find a paat-
able solution to an economic problem,
but the end result worsens the situation
considerably.

Why the dollar is falling

The dollar is faling primarily
because of the burgeoning U.S. trade
deficit, the highest for any nation in
human history. At over $40 billion per
month, the U.S. currency was suffering
from a rising crisis of confidence.
Americans have been buying morethan
40 billion dollars' worth of goods each
month than they have been selling.
That's a situation that cannot go on.

Imagineif your household was over-
spending at arate of $1,000 per month.
How long could you continue to do that
without any consequences? You might
be ableto get away withit for awhile by
adding to your credit card debt load or
refinancing, but eventually you would
have to face redlity. If you failed to, the

banks and the credit card companies
would help you face up to your obliga-
tions.

The United States is in a similar
position internationally. Realizing the
full extent of the U.S. trade deficit,
nations and peoples around the world
have been divesting themselves of dol-

The problem there is a seismic shift in
attitudes to money that has taken place
in the last four decades, not just in
America, but throughout what former
French President Charles de Gaulle
used to so disparagingly refer to as“the
Anglo-Saxon debtor nations,” the
United States, United Kingdom,

If (perhaps “when” would be a more accurate term here) oil
producers opt to fix the price of oil in euros, the U.S. economy
would be in deep trouble.

lars, fearing afall inthe value of the cur-
rency due to alack of confidence. The
more people rid themselves of green-
backs, the more othersfelt obliged to do
the same. Hence, the run on the dollar
that seems set to drop its value by over
50 percent against the euro. A leader in
the June 26, 2003, issue of The
Economist stated: “Several forecasters
now suggest that the euro could hit
$1.40 by the end of next year.”

However, sometime during this
steep decline, the U.S. administration
decided it wanted the dollar to fall, as
Treasury Secretary John Snow gave ver-
bal support to the free fall of the cur-
rency. The reason? Classic economic
theory is that a devalued currency
boosts exports (which are now cheaper)
and reduces imports (which are more
expensive), thereby reducing the trade
deficit. Problem solved?

WEell, not really.

Exports may increase and imports
decrease, but that will not solve the
problem of Americans and the U.S.
government living beyond their means.

Canada, Australiaand New Zealand, all
of which practiced deficit spending for
most of the postwar years.

This has not always been the case.
At one time, these were the world’s
biggest creditor nations, fulfilling abib-
lical prophecy in Deuteronomy 28:12:
“You shall lend to many nations, but
you shall not borrow”—one of God's
blessings for obedience. The British
currency was tied to the gold standard
(its value was fixed in terms of gold,
meaning pounds could be exchanged
for gold at that value by anybody) until
the time of the Great Depression.
Americacontinued to tieits currency to
gold right up until 1971 when the
Vietnam War and Great Society debts
combined to sever the tie. Since then,
the United States has effectively been
overspending with a currency that isn't
worth what it claims to be worth. There
is nothing to back it up—except confi-
dence.

A fall in the value of the currency
reflects a lack of confidence, interna-
tionally, as large holders of dollars
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divest themselves of their dollar hills.
Interestingly, the decade of the Vietnam
War, the Great Society and the social
reforms that led Americansto turn their
backs on the God-ordained family sys-
tem, was the decade when America's
debts led to an international crisis of
confidence in the United States. Again,
this fulfilled God's prophecy about the
consequences of disobedience: “He[the
foreigner] shall lend to you, but you
shall not lend to him; he shall be the
head, and you shal be the tail”
(Deuteronomy 28:44), meaning that
other nations will eventually be able to
have control.

By alowing thevalue of thedollar to
drop by roughly 50 percent, the United
States has effectively reduced the assets
of foreign investorsin the United States

will inevitably be some serious conse-
quences.

Infact, it hasbeen specul ated that this
is a deliberate attempt by Washington to
destroy the euro, the dollar’s only viable
rival currency on the world stage. The
fledgling European currency may not be
able to survive the pressure that will
result from the greenback’s free fall.
Although a rising euro emphasizes the
success of the currency, if it rises too
high, it could result in the collapse of the
economies of member nations. Some
have even speculated that thisis cal cul at-
ed revenge for Paris and Berlin not sup-
porting the United States over Irag.

If thisis the case, it's a dangerous
game.

There is a very real possibility of
competitive deval uationstaking place as

Americans have chosen short-term gain over long-term inter-
ests. Rather than tighten belts now, the country has chosen to
feed its credit binge with yet more spending . . .

and U.S. Treasury bonds by 50 percent.
It could be said that Americais borrow-
ing (some might say stealing) from oth-
er countries in order to continue its
profligate ways.

This happened before, in the 1980s.
The dollar then was falling against oth-
er currencies. The Japanese at that time
lost out, big time. They had bought into
the U.S. property boom and suddenly
found, with the fall in the value of the
dollar against the yen, that their
American assets were worth far less
than they had paid for them. Japan still
hasn’t recovered from that incident,
which was a contributory factor in
Japan’s current problems with deflation
(an economy going backwards). This
time, the Europeans may suffer the same
negative consequences.

Problems in “Euroland”

Asthe dollar falls, so the euro rises.
This will make it harder for European
companies to export their goods to the
United States, as the price of al such
goodsin dollarswill increase dramatical -
ly. With aready high unemployment rates
throughout the euro zone economies, this
will only make matters worse. If the fdll
inthedollar had altered the exchangerate
by 5 percent, the Europeans might have
been ableto cope—but 50 percent? There
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other countriesfollow America's exam-
ple and let the value of their national
currenciesfall.

In effect, thiswould repeat the early
1930s. Following the stock market crash
of October 1929, the United States
passed the Smoot-Hawley Act, which
imposed high tariffs on imported goods.
Other nationsfollowed suit and aworld-
wide slump, the Great Depression, was
the result. Competitive devaluations in
the value of currencies would have the
same result but would get around World
Trade Organization rules on tariffs and
trade.

An early indicator of developments
moving in this direction was the deci-
sion of the European Central Bank to
lower its key interest rate June 5, there-
by reducing the appeal of the euro. The
measure did slow therisein the value of
the European currency, but it has not
stopped the trend of money moving
away from the dollar into the euro.

The U.S. Federal Reserve followed
suit 20 days later and reduced its inter-
est rate, thereby making the dollar even
less attractive. Having regained alittle
of the ground lost to the euro during the
intervening three weeks, many specu-
late that the greenback still has further
to go down against the European cur-

rency.

Not only are Europeanslosing out as
aresult of thedollar’'sfall, so are others.
The American assets held by foreign
companies have lost about half of their
value in the last 18 months, a loss that
will reflect badly in this year's balance
sheets. All nations that do significant
tradewith the United Statesarelikely to
see a dramatic fall in sales this year.
Additionally, nations that export oil,
minerals and raw materials, most of
which are priced internationally in dol-
lars, will find that they are going to be
earning less, but will in turn have to pay
higher pricesfor goods bought from the
countries of the EU.

It has aready been suggested by
some Arab oil ministers that oil be
priced in euros. The pressure for this
must increase as oil-producing nations
see the value of their oil dropping with
the dollar. If (perhaps “when” would be
amore accurate term here) oil produc-
ersopt tofix theprice of il in euros, the
U.S. economy would bein deep trouble.
The trade deficit would have to be
reduced to zero overnight and America
would have to increase its sales to the
EU just to keep up its oil consuming
habits.

Which brings us back to the root
cause of the problem: overspending in
the United States. Overspending is
occurring at every level, among con-
sumers, corporations and government—
both federal and state governments.

Even the recent tax cuts will only
worsen this situation. Without an equal
cut in spending, the result will be abig-
ger federa deficit and a bigger trade
deficit as consumers use some of the
extra cash to buy foreign goods.

Added to thisis the simple fact that
all this borrowed money has to be paid
for eventually. When will that happen?
The sad reality is that the children of
today’s generation will have to pay off
the bills. Unlike previous generations,
this generation will leave its children
massive debts, instead of an inheritance.

Americans have chosen short-term
gain over long-term interests. Rather
than tighten belts now, the country has
chosen to feed its credit binge with yet
more spending with the inevitable
result that our children and their chil-
dren will be much worse off than we
have been. «



World Heading Into
“the Perfect Storm”

World conditions are developing like “the perfect storm,” warned former U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright in a recent speech. Placing her comments alongside biblical revelation provides

us with unique insight into what is about to happen in the world—and what to do about it.

adeleineAlbright’srésumé bulgeswith
M experiences and qualifications, the

foremost being former U.S. ambas-
sador tothe United Nationsand former Secretary
of State. When she speaks, people listen, so
when | had the chanceto hear her lecture recent-
ly, | listened intently. In that audience of over
10,000 conventiongoers, | think that only those
who had a grasp of Bible prophecy could con-
nect the dots between her analysis of current
events and what the future holds.

“1 am in my saventh decade now, and have
seen few periodswith more dangersor turbulence
than thisone,” said Secretary Albright, who has
seen her share of terrifying times, beginning with
flight from Nazi-controlled Czechod ovakia with

by Clyde Kilough

fact, she proposed that world military battles
today are really the lesser of our problems. The
bigger conflicts in the world are the * battles of
ideas’” which eventually ignite physical clashes.

The logic of peace

One of the more interesting observations
Secretary Albright put forward was that the
Middle East turmoil has not only “highlighted
the need for peace, but has also underlined the
logic of peace” The “logic of peace’—what an
intriguing concept! It is plainly logical, she
explained, that only peace can deliver to people
the common desires for which al humanity
seeks. What escapes human logic, however, is
how we can actually find our way to peace. For

Bible prophecy

allows us to

connect the dots

her parents during World War 11. “| learned early ~ example, early optimism for President Bush's between
in life that thereis great evil in theworld.” And  recently proposed road map to peace for the Madelei
now, she explained, world conditions are devel-  Middle East hasquickly faded inlight of the con- aaeleine
oping like “the perfect storm,” where severdl fac-  tinuing killings. “ The obscene has become rou- Albright’s

tors hold potential to come together with
powerful, and perilous, results.

The threat of terrorism is an obvious factor,
asistheongoing struggleinthe Middle Eat, the
menace in North Korea and numerous other hot
spotslike the Congo and Liberia. Add to the mix
afragile worldwide economy “generating more
anxiety thanjobs” plus, perhapslessobviousbut
equally important, potential divisions between
longtime aliances, and world leaders are being
hard-pressed to prevent “the perfect storm” from
forming. Secretary Albright detailed these dan-
gers, and also lamented the terrible lack of
understanding that most Westerners have about
the nature of world conditions.

“The challenge is long-term, unpredictable
and deadly,” she said of thewar onterror, adding
confidently that the freeworld will not beintim-
idated or shut down. However, she warned that
this war must be fought on many fronts—mili-
tarily, politically and economically—with much
better education, better dialogue, and somehow
bringing diverse religious faiths together in “a
unifying force instead of a divisive force.” In

tine, as bombings are reported every week,” is
how Secretary Albright described it.

Isaiah described it similarly, only with an
added spiritual dimension: “Their feet run to
evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood,;
their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting
and destruction are in their paths. The way of
peace they have not known, and thereis no jus-
ticeintheir ways, they have madefor themselves
crooked paths, whoever takes that way shall not
know peace. Thereforejusticeisfar fromus, nor
does righteousness overtake us; we look for
light, but there is darkness! For brightness, but
wewalk in blackness!” (Isaiah 59:7-9).

Justice and righteousness are only two of sev-
era spiritual dimensionsthat arethecritical miss-
ing elements in world peace efforts today.
Secretary Albright'sanalysis, insightful asit was,
still missed the greatest arena of battle—the spir-
itud. This is where the logic of peace realy
resides.

Jesus told His disciples, “Peace | leave with
you, My peace | give to you; not as the world
givesdo | giveto you” (John 14:27). Only God

analysis of

current events

and what the
future holds.
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Former Secretaries of State Madeleine Albright and Henry
Kissinger shown here before Senate Foreign Relations
Committee Sept. 26, 2002

holds the roadmap to peace, and rea
peace among people can come only
through us first making peace with Him.

Until humans humbly submit to Him,
we will keep on generating conditions
that will swirl and foment until they do
combineto spawn the “ perfect storm.” At
that time the world will be forced to look
to Him, because Jesus Christ will dra-
matically arrive on the scene (Matthew
24:30; Revelation 1:7). The stormwill be
quickly stilled, and only then will ared,
lasting peace process begin.

Gospel message includes
road map to peace

The*logic of peace’ hasawaysbeen
apart of the gospel message. The apostle
Paul wrote in Romans 10:15, “As it is
written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the gospel of peace,
who bring glad tidings of good things!’”
However, the logic of spiritual peace
escapes most people, as Paul revealed in
the next verse: “But they have not all
obeyed thegospel. For Isaiah says, ‘ Lord,
who has believed our report?”

In lieu of the gospel report, people
choose to believe in something else and
obey their baser urges. Secretary Albright
astutely observed, “To seize the sword

instead of the olive branch isachoice; to
teach children to hateisachoice; to dehu-
manize and disrespect is a choice. When
people have the ability to choose they
have the opportunity to change.”

She tried to cast an optimistic glow
upon the potential for the world to
change, if we just somehow keep work-
ingatit. | appreciated her leadership skills
and efforts to encourage the crowd, but |
just couldn’t muster much enthusiasm for
relying on the potential of human nature.
On the other hand, we who hold forth the
gospdl of the Kingdom of God are by no
means pessimists. We are among the
most optimistic, and realistic, peoplein
the world! Why? Because our optimism
rests not on human efforts but on the
guaranteed return of Jesus Christ and the
spiritual reconciliation with God that will
truly change the world.

One more important thought came to
mind while listening to her speech. Even
if relatively few people believe God's
report, the Church of God must continue
to proclaim it as boldly as possible,
because Chrigtians, just as much as
Secretary Albright, are ambassadors!

Paul certainly tried to lift the vision of
the Corinthians to see this high calling
when he wrote: “Now all things are of

God, who has reconciled us to Himself
through Jesus Christ, and has given usthe
ministry of reconciliation, that is, that
God was in Christ reconciling the world
to Himself, not imputing their trespasses
to them, and has committed to us the
word of reconciliation. Now then, we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were pleading through us; we implore
you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to
God” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20).

Those words arefor us as well—" we
are ambassadors for Christ, as though
God werepleading throughus!” Through
this publication and our other mediaand
broadcast means, we plead with mankind
to make the difficult choices the gospel
encourages and requires. The world
needsto know it isheading into the worst
time of human sufferinginitshistory. But
thereisaway out for those who genuine-
ly repent and truly change their lifestyle.

Do you know the way? Just as
Westerners are woefully misinformed or
under informed about world conditions,
they are generally unaware of thisworld's
spiritua condition. Sadly, “they” includes
a mgjority who think of themselves as
Chrigtian. Our booklet, Transforming Your
Life: The Process of Conversion lays out
God'sroad mapto peacein plainlanguage,
presenting the scriptures that describe it.
For your sake, for the world's sake, we
invite you to request a free copy, so you
may start on that narrow road. «

Recommended Reading

Today, the way of
peace is elusive. It
seems it is not in man’s
nature to live

peaceably. But the Bible
talks about a
miraculous, life-
transforming process
that makes it possible.
Request Transforming
Your Life: The Process of Conversion to
explore the Bible teaching on this vital
subject. It is provided free of charge.

Contact any of our offices listed on page
2, or request or download it from our
Web site at
Wwww.ucg.org

The United Church of God provides World News and Prophecy (WINP) as an educational service for interested persons. The purpose of WNP isto help readers discern the times and
increase their awareness and understanding of current eventsin the light of Bible prophecy. Although the staff strives for truth and accuracy in its reporting, analysis and Bible com-
mentary, WNP is not a doctrinal publication. Articles do undergo both an editorial and areview process.
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Visions of Judgment: The Ride

of the Fi

Horseman

Most Bible students focus only upon the first four horsemen of Revelation 6. The phrase, “Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse” is synonymous with frightening prophecies. But there is another
horseman—a fifth, whose ride signifies a much different future. This horseman brings the hope and
promise of a better age to come.

put the prestige of his office into the quest

for peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
Meeting in Agaba with Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon, Jordan’s King Abdullah and
Palestinian  Authority Prime  Minister
Mahmoud Abbas, a new effort, dubbed “the
road map for peace,” wasinitiated. The Isragli
and Pal estinian |eaders shook hands, expressed
regret for the suffering of the peoples, stated
their desire for peaceful relations and commit-
ted to travel the road to peace.

But within days of this highly heralded
meeting, another wave of violence broke upon
the streets of Isragl. Sniper attacks and homi-
cide bombings took Israeli lives. Seventeen
were killed in one grisly bus attack. Israeli
counterattacks took the lives of Palestinian
leaders as well as innocent children. No soon-
er were the hopes for peace raised than they
were dashed to the ground, leaving many to
wonder if there isany peaceful solution to this
problem.

Diplomats shuttle between nations, while
new solutionsto age-old enmitiesaretried and
found wanting. One U.S. senator went so far as
suggesting that the United States may need to
commit troops to Israel as a peacekeeping
force. Thelast thing Israel wantsisthe death of
American soldiers in defense of its territory.
The imposition of a foreign army into Israel
sounds ominous notes, which students of
prophecy easily hear.

Where do we find the way to genuine
peace? Beyond the Middle East, other areas of
conflict continue to flare up. In the Congo, a
little-noticed war has claimed the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of Africans. While attention
isfocused on Irag, Iran and Korea, thiswar has
been dl but ignored by the world powers. It is
asad and discordant commentary on thosewho
claim to work for peace in the world.

I n early June U.S. President George W. Bush

by Darris McNeely

Inthisseriesof articles, we havefocused on
the ride of the four horsemen of Revelation 6.
These horsemen, who make up thefirst four of
the seven seals opened by Christ, show the
coming destruction caused by false religion,
war, famine and pestilence. Christ said these
sealswould herald an unparalleled time of sor-
row and great tribulation “ such as has not been
since the beginning of theworld until thistime,
no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:7-8, 21).

The prophecies show dark days ahead for
this world and its inhabitants. Revelation 8
shows the effect of further plagues, which
affect the earth’ svegetation (verse 7) and cause
the waters of the rivers and seasto become hit-
ter and bloody (verses8 and 10). Menwill seek
the escape of death in that day, but it will not
be found (Revelation 9:6). Why will all this
come upon the earth and where will it lead?

God’s righteous judgment

There is a basic principle of God's judg-
ment upon man. God takes no pleasure in the
death of the wicked. He would rather see man
live righteously and enjoy the blessings that
comefrom obeying Hisway. But when the way
of man becomes too wicked, there follows a
time of righteous judgment, the end of which
is ultimate restoration. Notice Ezekiel 18. In
verse 23, God rhetorically asks, “Do | have any
pleasure at all that the wicked should die?. . .
and not that he should turn from his ways and
live?” Againinverse 30 He says, “Therefore |
will judge you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his ways. .. Repent, and turn
from all your transgressions, so that iniquity
will not be your ruin.”

The book of Revelation shows that God
will bring a time of righteous judgment upon
theworld that in the end will result in peace. It
is the only way this warring fractious world
will be brought to a state of harmony. Notice

The book of

Revelation shows
that God will bring
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judgment upon

the world that in

the end will result

In peace.
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what is sung at the throne of God in
anticipation of the seven last plagues. A
song of Moses and the Lamb carries
these words. “Great and marvelous are
Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just
and true are Your ways, O King of the
saints! Who shall not fear You, O Lord,
and glorify Your name? For you alone
are holy. For al nations shall come and
worship beforeYou, for Your judgments
have been manifested” (Revelation
15:3-4).

Another angel, holding a bow! of
judgment says, “You are righteous, O
Lord, the One who is and who was and
who is to be, because You have judged
these things. For they have shed the
blood of saints and prophets, and You
have given them blood to drink. For it is
thelir just due” (Revelation 16:5-6).

To the human mind, unaccustomed
to thinking about divine judgment, these
words strike a discordant and harsh
note. How can a loving and merciful
God do this to His creation? Yet our
judgment must be guided and shaped by
the words of another spirit being from
God's altar, who says, “Even so, Lord
God Almighty, true and righteous are
Your judgments’ (Revelation 16:7).

However, the fifth horseman of
Revelation, Jesus Chrigt, rides not with
famine, pestilence or afalse gospel. His
rideisnot thefifth seal of Revelation 6.
Instead He is the returning King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. Christ rides
onto the world stage at the moment of
earth’s greatest crisis and “makes war.”
But it will bethewar to end al war. And
it will beawar waged in righteousjudg-
ment. Notice the description in
Revelation 19, “Now | saw heaven
opened, and behold, awhite horse. And
He who sat on him was called Faithful
and True, and in righteousness He
judges and makes war” (verse 11).

Like the first horseman of
Revelation 6, Christ sits astride a white
horse. But here the similarity ends.
Unlike the deception of the first rider,
Christ comes with truth. His name is
“The Word of God” (verse 13) and He
wields a sharp sword, which in other
placesis used to symbolize the Word of
God. Indeed, there will be a literal bat-
tle, after which the true way of God will
replace the governments of this world
and nations will be subject to the
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Kingdom of God. Unlike the previous
four horsemen, which foreshadowed
increasing world turmoil and tribula-
tion, Christ’s ride will lead to atime of
peace upon the earth.

Christ will rule the nations accord-
ing to al the prophecies that foretold
His righteous government. Revelation
19:15 carries forward the thought
recordedin Isaiah 11:4, “Now out of His
mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it
He should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with a rod of
iron. He Himself treads the winepress of
the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God”

Christ’s second coming, with power
and great glory, will be atime of great
conflict and afinal battle of the nations
gathered in Jerusalem. These armies
gather for what will seem to them to be
an earthly, temporal matter. But God
will have another purpose. An angel,
emblazoned against the sun, appeared to
John with this ominous command to the
fowl of the skies: “Come and gather
together for the supper of the great God”
(Revelation 19:17). Plainly, after Christ
destroys those who hurt the earth—the
kings and captains and mighty men—
therewill be nothing left but food for the
scavengers.

Read in your own Bible the words
describing thisdramatic scene at theend
of this present age. While not pretty, it
isthe only solution to the continual war-
ring of mankind. When giant oil wells
are burning out of control, the only way
thefirefighters can extinguish the flame
is by igniting an explosion in the well
head. The explosion sucks out the oxy-
gen, thus taking away a key element
needed for the fire. Similarly, the right-
eouswar Christ will wageislike amas-
sive explosion of force that brings the
raging flames of war to ahalt. Only then
will the conditions be set for the peace
of the Kingdom of God.

The Desire of All Nations

Through the prophet Haggai, God
sent a message of comfort that echoes
through the ages. It speaks to the world
at the time of great calamity mentioned
in Revelation. “‘My Spirit remains
among you; do not fear!” For thus says
the Lorp of hosts: ‘Once more (it isa
little while) | will shake heaven and

earth, the sea and dry land; and | will
shake all nations, and they shall come
to the Desire of All Nations, and | will
fill this temple with glory, says the
Lorp of hosts. . . ‘Theglory of thislat-
ter temple shall be greater than the for-
mer,’ saysthe Lorbp of hosts. ‘ Andinthis
place | will give peace; saysthe LorD
of hosts’ (Haggai 2:5-9).

Clearly, the Messiah is the “Desire
of All Nations.” What do all nationslong
for? Isit not peace? Isit not the chance
to live and love and grow old through
the generations without fear of war,
wasting diseases and want? Mankind
throughout the ages has looked for one
who would bring universal peace to the
world. The first century world looked
for a golden age that would bring jus-
tice and peace to mankind. They sensed
the time was right for restoring a time
of prosperity and wisdom when the
physical and spiritual world worked
together in harmony.

The poet Virgil spoke of thereturn of
justice from “a new breed of men sent
down from heaven.” “Only do thou at
the boy’s birth in whom The Iron shall
cease, the GoldenAgearise.. . . Heshall
receive the life of gods, and see Heroes
with gods commingling, and himself . . .
reign over aworld of peace” (Eclogue
4.5-13, 15-18). Of course, the Roman
Empiredid not bring a“ Golden Age’—
it was more like iron than gold. The
peace of Rome was achieved at the end
of the legionnaire's short sword—war,
but not a righteous one. No leader or
nation since then has brought lasting
peaceto any age of man. Where canyou
turn for areliable promise of peace and
justice?

A lasting peace

The search will continuefor alasting
peace within today’s world. Con-
ferences will be held and treaties and
accords produced and signed. Therewill
be short periods of calm giving theillu-
sion of peace, but in the end, the only
real peace must be brought by the hand
of God through the ride of the fifth
horseman of Revelation. Today the
world awaits the voices that will
declare, “The kingdoms of this world
have become the kingdoms of our Lord
and of His Christ, and He shall reign
forever and ever!” (Revelation 11:15.) «



Lessons From the Life of
Jeremiah

In the course of 40 years in a major prophetic office, Jeremiah learned certain hard-won lessons that
21st century men and women desperately need to grasp and understand. What are they?

by John Ross Schroeder

ety. Yet after two world wars and two drain-

ing conflicts in East Asia, the fall of the
Berlin Wall in 1989 seemed to herald a new era
and a fresh opportunity for world peace. Western
leaders talked freely of a“New World Order.”

Yet just 14 years later with Afghanistan and
Irag as recent hot spots—and now outbreaksin the
Congo and Liberia—we seem further from real
peace than ever. Following the road map to peace
in Palestine is proving to be a rutty and difficult
path indeed. The future seems very uncertain as
the world experiences one crisis after another.

Yet one of the purposes of preaching and pub-
lishing the true gospel isto spread the certain truth
that the message of the Bible offers real hope for
the future in spite of our present chaotic, unstable
world.

“For everything that was written in the past
was written to teach us, so that through endurance
and the encouragement of the Scriptureswe might
have hope’ (Romans 15:4, NIV).

Jeremiah to the rescue

In the 6th and 7th centuries B.C., the Hebrew
prophet Jeremiah lived inamoral and political cli-
mate not so different from our own. His own
nation was under constant threat from two ancient
powers of the time, Babylon and Egypt. By that
time the Assyrian Empire (which had previously
conguered and taken the 10-tribe northern house
of Israel into captivity) had begun to disintegrate
as an imperial power.

Jeremiah’s basic commission from God
included “presiding over” the demise and captiv-
ity of the nation of Judah by aforeign power, King
Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon.

In the course of 40 yearsin amajor prophetic
office (626 to 587 B.C.) encompassing the reigns
of five kings of Judah, Jeremiah learned certain
hard-won lessons that 21st-century man desper-
ately needsto grasp and understand.

The 20th century was always the age of anxi-

Lesson 1: the limitations of humankind
Prominent among the lessons Jeremiah

learned was his visceral understanding of thelim-
itations of mankind—that we cannot live proper
and fulfilling lives without the continual guidance
of Almighty God.

One newspaper writer recently observed that
“nation states are failing to settle the world's dif-
ferences, but anew kind of imperialism candoit.”
In other words, some sort of world government
seems to promise an end to our many afflictions.
Human hope springs eternal, but when based sole-
ly on mankind's limited resources, we are surely
destined for bitter disappointment.

“O Lorp, | know that the way of manisnotin
himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his
own steps’ (Jeremiah 10:23). This basic hiblical
principle from the mouth of Jeremiah applies
across the board—globally, regionally, locally
and, perhaps most of al, personaly. It impactsour
governments on every level. Purely human intel-
ligence, wisdom and understanding are not suffi-
cient to guide our destiny. In fact, we will fail to
reach it unless we learn to rely on a great unseen
power apart from ourselves.

Another passage in Jeremiah elucidates the
same basic principle: “Thus says the Lorb:
‘Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes
flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the
LorD’” (Jeremiah 17:5).

Lesson 2: The importance of knowing
God

Jeremiah had along-enduring, very closerela-
tionship with his Creator. Over time helearned to
trust God with the positive outcome of his many
soretrials.

This is what he once said to God: “Ah, Lord
Gob! Behold, You have made the heavens and the
earth by Your great power and outstretched arm.
There is nothing too hard for You” (Jeremiah
32:17). No matter what happens, Godisin charge.
Heis sovereign. Heisour Creator.

Jeremiah recorded the following words,
reflecting the fact that God saw him through all
of hishardshipsin atime of terrible national cri-
sis. (We may just be entering one very shortly
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ourselves.) “Blessed is the man [or
woman] who trusts in the Lorp, and
whose hopeisthe Lorp. For he shall be
like atree planted by the waters, which
spreads out its roots by the river, and
will not fear when the heat comes; but
its leaf will be green, and will not be
anxious in the year of drought”
(Jeremiah 17:7-8).

We have to learn to subject our lim-
ited human outlook on life and submit
it to God's divine perspective—His
way of viewing things. “ Thus says the
Lorp: ‘Let not the wise man glory in
his wisdom, let not the mighty man
glory in his might, nor let the rich man
glory in hisriches; but let him who glo-
ries glory in this, that he understands
and knows Me, that | am the Lorp,
exercising lovingkindness, judgment,
and righteousness in the earth. For in
these | delight; says the LoRrD”
(Jeremiah 9:23-24).

Lesson 3: The need for national
reformation

Jeremiah’sday isreminiscent of our
own modern age. We too live in a peri-
od of unusual tension and internation-
al anxiety. These conditions came
about as aresult of sin, the transgres-
sion of God's law (1 John 3:4). The

time finally came when the Creator
chose to judge the nation of Judah for
its many sins.

Not everyone escaped with their
lives during that nation’s severe nation-
al crisis. Only 4,600 were recorded as
taken captive to start a new life in the
land of Babylon (Jeremiah 52:29-30).
Many of those who failed to follow
God's specific instructions through the
prophet Jeremiah perished, whether
they remained in Jerusalem or fled to
Egypt.

Obedience to God is the master key
to human survival. National calamity
came upon Judah because of her many
sins. People ignored the Ten
Commandments. Adultery, stealing,
lying, idolatry and Sabbath breaking
typified their conduct. “For the land is
full of adulterers’ (Jeremiah 23:10).
“Because they have done disgraceful
things in Israel, have committed adul-
tery with their neighbors wives’
(Jeremiah 29:23).

Is anyone willing to venture the
thought that these two passages of
Scripture do not aptly describe our
Western world today? I n truth we know
that sexual immorality threatens to
engulf and shatter the very fabric of our
Western society.

Jeremiah’s Commission From God

A casein point isthe breaking news
in Britain that a prominent politician
and member of Parliament “leadsadou-
blelife as Britain’s|eading organiser of
upmarket sex parties” (The Sunday
Times, June 22, 2003). He runs a
London-based organization “that hosts
five-star orgies for swingers.” This
politician also has a leading role as a
coordinator for policy changeinamajor
political party in Britain.

Yet this politician insists that “the
two things don’t overlap and therefore
do not pose a problem. Fortunately
we'reliving inthe 21st century and even
naturally censorious people tend to feel
slightly self-conscious about wagging
their fingers at what consenting adults
do behind closed doors.” Frankly, adults
consenting to sin in private cuts no ice
with God whatsoever. We are all made
in His image and He will hold us
responsible for our conduct, whether
private or public.

The sin of Sabbath breaking was
also amagjor problemin God's eyes (see
Jeremiah 17:19-27). Today it may be a
largely unrealized transgression of
God'slaw, but our Creator isjust as con-
cerned about it now as He was ancient-
ly in the time of Judah’s national
troubles. (If you do not yet understand

Jeremiah was accorded avery rare honor even among the bib-
lical prophets. The Creator declared to him: “ Before | formed you
in the womb | knew you; before you were born | sanctified you
[set you apart]; | ordained you aprophet to the nations’ (Jeremiah
1:5). Thisprophet was commiss oned from hismother’swomb for
his sacred task.

Please note that his prophetic commission isplura in nature.
His brief is “to the nations’—not just to the one nation of Judah
alone. Verse 10 mentions nations and kingdoms (both plural).
Jeremiah’s overal mission was “to build and to plant” aswell as
“to destroy and to throw down.”

His prophetic commission began with Judah and Jerusalem
(Jeremiah 2:1-2), but wasextended to “ dl thefamilies of the house
of lsradl” (verse 4). (To understand the full extent of Jeremiah’s
sacred task among the 12 tribes of Israd and its modern implica
tions, please request our free brochure The United States and
Britain in Bible Prophecy.)

Two scriptures written by Luke (author of the Gospel account
and thebook of Acts) inthe New Testament revea the broad extent
of Jeremiah’s divine commission. In the Olivet Prophecy, Jesus
Christ specificaly stated: “For these are the days of vengeance,
that all things which are written [the Old Testament prophecies]
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may befulfilled” (Luke 21:22). Horrendous events are predicted
to occur during the Great Tribulation and the Day of the Lord.
World conditionswould get so bad that only Christ’sdirect inter-
vention will assure human survival (see Matthew 24:21-22).

However, other biblica prophecies show that an undreamed
world of peace and prosperity will follow Christ’s second coming
to this earth. In the early Church the apostle Peter exhorted his
audienceto “repent therefore and be converted, that your Snsmay
be blotted out, so that timesof refreshing may comefromthepres-
ence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was
preached to you before, whom heaven must recelve until thetimes
of restoration [restitution, KJV] of all things, which God has spo-
ken by the mouth of al His holy prophets since the world began”
(Acts 3:19-21).

So Bible prophecy istwofold in nature. It certainly promises
punishment for transgressions of divine law. But it also encour-
ages mankind by promising agolden age of peace, prosperity and
plenty following in the wake of global repentance occasioned by
Chrigt’s second coming. Jeremiah (the longest book in the Bible)
containsmany propheciesof punishment for national sins, but aso
crucia prophetic promises of anew covenant and a utopian age
that will come upon and overtake humankind.



theimportance of observing the weekly
Sabbath day, please request our free
booklet Sunset to Sunset—God's
Sabbath Rest.)

But perhaps Judah’s worst sin was
their national idolatry, which expressed
itself in two primary ways. “For My
people have committed two evils: they
have forsaken Me, the fountain of liv-
ing waters, and hewn themselves cis-
terns—broken cisterns that can hold no
water” (Jeremiah 2:13).

One of the worst expressions of
modern idolatry today is our virtual
worship of celebrities: movie stars, pop
icons, sports personalities, even politi-
cians—many of whom lead seriously
flawed personal lives, unworthy of our
respect and attention. Greed—our
modern way of life, worshiping money
and the things it can buy—is also
called idolatry (Colossians 3:5).

Lesson 4: Gaining God’s favor

God didn’t enjoy punishing Judah
for its national and personal sins. He
sent His prophetsto warn them first, but
the nation didn’'t heed. “In vain | have
chastened your children; they received
no correction” (Jeremiah 2:30). So,
national captivity became anecessity. Is
there a lesson for our Western world
today?

Before Judah’s calamity Jeremiah
preached national repentance to his
contemporaries. “ Thus says the LorD
of hosts, the God of Israel: ‘Amend
your ways and your doings, and | will
cause you to dwell in this place”
(Jeremiah 7:3). God called the nation
of Judah to national and personal
repentance (verses 4-7), but it didn’t
happen.

The Creator isconsistent; He doesn't
change (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17). He
hopes that our nations will wake up; but
do not mistake His merciful longsuffer-
ing and patience (2 Peter 3:9) for indul-
gence and consent to bad behavior.
“These things you have done, and | kept
silent; You thought that | was altogether
like you; but | will reproveyou . . . To
him who orders his conduct aright | will
show the salvation of God” (Psam
50:21, 23).

Today God calls us to national and
personal repentance (Acts 17:30). But
even if our nations as a whole do not

In spite of the fact that he was severely
persecuted by his own people,
Jeremiah knew that Almighty God was
in complete control of events.

heed the divine warnings and really
repent, you can develop apersonal rela
tionship with your Creator and turn your
own life around.

You will benefit enormously from
His continuous guidance no matter
how bad national conditions are
allowed to become. “O LoRD, correct
me, but with justice; not inYour anger,
lest You bring me to nothing”
(Jeremiah 10:24). You can pray that
same prayer today!

Relying on God

In spite of the fact that he was
severely persecuted by his own peo-
ple, Jeremiah knew that Almighty
God was in complete control of
events. Many of his countrymen did
not and some of them continually con-
trived to undermine his messages,
which were directly from the Creator.

But God had said: “I am
watching to see that my
word is  fulfilled”
(Jeremiah 1:12, NIV).

Our Creator has a def-
inite plan and purpose for
the salvation of mankind.
Few things in this world
really make sense unless
we grasp that fact.

To the remnant of
Judah who obeyed Himin
Jeremiah’'s  day, God
promised to bless them
during their Babylonian
captivity.

“For | know the
thoughts that | think
toward you, says the
Lorp, thoughts of peace
and not of evil, to giveyou
afuture and a hope. Then
you will call upon Me and
go and pray to Me, and |
will  listen to you”
(Jeremiah 29:11-12).

God is no different
today; He has not

changed. Hewill respond to
genuine repentance and a
willingness to be corrected
with His abundant bless-
ings. Indeed He will guide
His true people into more
and more truth. “Call to
Me, and | will answer you,
and show you great and mighty things,
which you do not know” (Jeremiah
33:3). «

Recommended Reading

Where do such nations 3
as the United States,
the United Kingdom,
Canada and Australia
appear in Bible
prophecy? Does the
Bible neglect to mention |
them? This thoroughly
researched, eye-
opening brochure, The United States
and Britain in Bible Prophecy, will help
answer these questions. It's provided
free of charge.

Contact any of our offices listed on page
2, or request or download it from our
Web site at
Www.ucg.org
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“Water, water everywhere . .

Problems, Politics and
Prophecy About Water

"2 Not so! The worldwide crisis of water shortages continues to mount.

Some have ideas that may alleviate the problem, if enough nations and individuals cooperate. What about
God? Is He causing today’s problems? Will He change the climate in the future?

Did you realize
that 10 times as
many people die
from waterborne
diseases annually
than those who
die in war? This is
just one of the
many factors in a
worldwide water

12

CrisiS.

by Cecil Maranville

ost of ushavenever heard of Nassarawa,

Hauwa-Gana, Tundun Wada or Bolari

Kagarawal. But they and many more
cities and towns in the state of Gombe, Nigeria,
face an acute shortage of water.

So does Chitungwiza, a city of one million
outside of Harare, Zimbabwe. Borneo, Mozam-
bique and the Maldives do, too.

Unseasonably hot weether in Saudi Arabialed
to acute water shortages in Riyadh. The Yellow
RiverinChinaisat itslowest level in50years, and
more than half of the watersheds of China's sev-
en main rivers are contaminated by industria,
farm and household waste, trandating into sum-
mer water shortages for literally millions of peo-
ple.

The Amarillo-Globe Newsreported in May of
this year about a developing American water
shortage problem in Texas: “By 2050, Texasis
projected to have a 43 percent shortage of water
in 900 cities” said Ron Kaiser, TexasA&M pro-
fessor and organizer of a series of seminars on
conservation of groundwater (“Water Shortage
Expected by 2050,” May 29, 2003). The Texas
problemispotentialy solvablewith money—alot
of money, $17 billion.

| was fascinated to learn of the modern tech-
nology employed in U.S. conservation efforts.
The Oregonian (June 10, 2003, online edition)
tellsof farmersusing tractorsguided by lasersand
satellite receiversto level fields so perfectly that
every plant receives the same amount of irriga-
tionweter. Further, what little runoff occursiscap-
tured and recycled. Even so, local farmersstruggle
with adifferent kind of water problem—the poli-
tics of environmentalists who dispute the use of
limited water supplies.

Millions of acres of pine forest in the south-
western United Stateshavedied or aredyinginthe
current drought, due to a pine beetle infestation.
The beetle burrows into trees, feeds on the inner
bark and destroysor clogs passagewaysthat move
water from root to branch. As of thiswriting, the
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officia estimate of acres destroyed by the pine
beetle in Arizona alone stands at 800,000. That's
up from 50,000 acresin 2001 and on its way to
over amillion acres—an areathe Sze of the state
of Rhode Idand.

New Mexico, Colorado and Southern
Cdliforniaareal so suffering hugelossesof timber.
The infestation will continue to spread, until the
besetles have no moretreesto destroy or until rain
gives the trees enough strength to resist them. If
last year'sfire season was catastrophic, thisyear's
could be apocalyptic with millions of standing
dead and dry pinetrees.

Nonetheless, Western countriesoverall remain
unaffected by projected world water shortages,
when contrasted with devel oping countries. James
Reynolds, writing for The Scotsman, capturesthe
disparity perfectly by pointing out thet “ peoplein
the Western world think little of paying over 500
times more for water in aplagtic bottle compared
to that which is perfectly safe and drinkable and
supplied direct to their homes® (“World's Liquid
Asst IsDraining Away,” March 6, 2003).

Contrast that with the fact that many in the
nation of India manage today with only between
10 and 11 quarts per day—that's per household,
not per person! And 40 percent of urban India—
65,000 villages—do not have their own water
supply. Approximately 6 million wells dug over
the past half century have dried up. Water tables
fal a meter or more every two to three years
(“Indian Population Faces Looming Problem of
Serious Water Shortage” www.channelnews-
asa.com, May 28, 2003).

Water is major part of the Israeli-
Palestinian picture

By international law, Israel must supply drink-
ing water to the Palestinians. Yet Israel dealswith
drought in some areas virtualy every year. Its
principa supply comesfromthe Jordan River sys-
tem, the Sea of Galilee and two ground sources.

Highlighting the reality of the region’s con-



cerns, Jacob Kaidar points out that there
have been 21 armed disputes over water in
recent history and that 18 of theminvolved
Israel. Kaidar directs multilateral peace
talksand water issuesin the lsradli foreign
ministry.

Thelntifadainterfereswithwater ship-
ments. Fearing sabotage by terrorists,
Israeli soldiers scrutinize water tanker
trucksthat passthrough their checkpoints,
occasionaly even draining the water to
ensure nothing is amiss. Also, water stor-
agetanksin Pdegtiniantownsarecommon
targetsfor Isradli bullets.

Palestinians respond by stealing water
from Isragli pipelines and drilling illegal
wells by the thousands.

Waeter has to be a part of negotiations
for peace, but that’s not happening. The
BBC reports. “With the publication of the
road map to peace, there had been hopes
the political leaders would begin to look
more closdly at the water crisisin region.
But with theroad map apparently incrisis,
it s;emsthe Paestiniansmay bethirsty for
agood whilelonger” (“Water War Leaves
Palestinians Thirsty,” BBC, June 15,
2003).

Water-related deaths outnumber
war dead 10-1

We recail in horror &t the desth toll of
wars, but did you redlize that 10 times as
many peoplediefromwaterborne diseases
annualy than those who diein war? UN
figures for the year 2000 estimate that
2,213,000 died from poor water sanitetion
and associated diseases (1 million of this
tota was due to maaria aone); an aston-
ishing 2 billion were infected with water-
related illnesses—more than 300 million
of them serioudy so.

But, as with so many other problems,
Asian and African countries suffer the
most. Approximately 65 percent of Asians
and 27 percent of Africans lack an ade-
quate supply of water; 80 percent of Asans
and 13 percent of Africans do not have
necessary sanitation—resulting inthedis-
ease and mortality statistics quoted above.

Thepresent global pictureisbleak: 1.1
billion people lack access to clean water
and 2.4 hillion lack access to proper sani-
tation, largely in these nations (UN fig-
ures).

Future looms disturbingly dry
The future looks worse. “If nothing

happens, we have a doomsday scenario
with hillions of peoplein countries where
water has simply run out by 2025, said
Steven Turner, deputy director of Water
Aid, aBritish charity (op. cit., Reynolds).

“Of dl the socia and natural criseswe
humansface, thewater crisisistheonethat
liesat the heart of our survival and then of
our planet earth,” said Koichiro Matsuura,
director genera of UNESCO (ibid.).

The UN estimates that two of every
three of theworld'scitizenswill facewater
shortages by 2025. By the middle of this
century, the worst case scenario projects 7
billion people in 60 countries who will
lack water atogether or face severe short-
ages. Thebest case scenario projects 2 bil-
lion people facing a water crisis in 48
countries.

There are three causesfor water short-
ages. climate changes, pollution and pop-
ulation growth.

Let'stake acloser look at the factor of
population growth in the 22 Arab nations
that are already serioudly affected by san-
itation problems and water shortages.
Their population (now 281 million) will
increase approximately 80 million by
2010 and then an additional 100 million
by 2020 (JumanaAl Tamimi, “Many Arab
Countries Face Serious Water Shortage”
Gulfnews, Feb. 16, 2003).

Adding to thefragility of the situation,
an average of 60 percent of the water
comes from outside of the region. For
example, Iraq receives 66 percent of its
water from outside its borders; Syria, 34
percent; Jordan, 36 percent; Sudan and
Mauritania, 77 percent each. The source
aressare principdly the Ethiopian Plateau
and the nation of Turkey (ibid.).

Nearly 65 percent of Arab farmers
depend onrainfal inorder to producethelr
crops. However, this area, like so many
areasof theworld, iscurrently undergoing
aserious drought.

United Nations teams look to educa-
tion about pollution and to desalination
projectstolessenthepotentia crisisfacing
the world. Controlling population growth
isunlikely, asindividua religious convic-
tions comeinto play. The 22 Arab nations
we've been looking a are principaly
Mudim.

It's quite probable that people will
fight wars for the water they need. In
Kofi Annan’s words, “Fierce national
competition over water resources has

prompted fears that water issues contain
the seeds of violent conflict” (“UN
Warns of Looming Water Crisis,” BBC,
March 22, 2002).

Let'sconsider in more depth the factor
of changing climates. Some argue that
dash-and-burn clearing of rain forests,
overusing land in ways that steadily
increase the world's deserts and paving
millionsof mileswith concreteand asphalt
to make cities have combined to change
the world's climates. That may well be
true.

What about God? Is there a supernat-
ura factor in changesin theworld’ sweeth-
er?And, if so, what can be doneto change
the negative trend?

What about God?

Jesus said that God does not normally
interveneinthewesther cyclesHecreated.
“He . . . sendsrainonthejustand onthe
unjust” (Matthew 5:45). Paul and
Barnabas commented that norma and
amplerainisindicative of God'sprovision
for mankind: “Nevertheless He did not
leave Himsdlf without witness, in that He
did good, gave us rain from heaven and
fruitful seasons, filling our heartswithfood
and gladness’ (Acts 14:17).

Yet God has and will again withhold
rain asatool to motivate peopleto spiritu-
a change. BecauseHeisaloving provider,
withholding nurturing rain is an unusua
and extreme tool for unusua and extreme
times.

Look back in history to the time when
the Israglitesreturned from Egyptian dav-
ey to inhabit the land of Canaan
(Palestine). Thewording of Deuteronomy
11:12-15 indicates a different climate
existed than the present one.

Rain enabled abundant agriculture,
rather than irrigation used today in the
same region. Note also the linkage
between a submissive, loving relation-
ship with God and abundant rainfall:

“A land for which the Lorp your
God cares; the eyes of the Lorp your
God are always on it, from the begin-
ning of the year to the very end of the
year. And it shall bethat if you earnest-
ly obey My commandments which |
command you today, to love the LorD
your God and serve Him with all your
heart and with all your soul, then | will
giveyoutherainfor your landinitssea-

(See “ WATER,” page 15)
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“PARADE,” (Continued from page 16)
But why am | writing this now? You
will bereading thisafter the Fourth of July.

Never had so few dared so much

The"Fourth” ismuch morethan adate
on a caendar. The quest for freedom is
ageless and boundless. It's an ided that
was given life and breath over 200 years
ago with the signing of the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, 1776. Its birth-
place wasin the most unlikely spot. It was
drafted and retified by Englishmen living
in 13 colonies in the “New World,” an
entire ocean apart from the great political
and philosophical capitdls of the time—
London, Perisand Berlin.

These“colonias’ dared to dream of a
society inwhich menwould bejudged, not
based upon theright of birth, but rather on
how they successfully lived their own
lives, based upon the newly established
universd tenets of therightsof “life, liber-
ty and the pursuit of happiness” It was
simply unimaginable at the time—a soci-
ety of free people without a hereditary
ruler reigning over them. The historical
mode of human relationships had been
completed atered. Humanity had experi-
enced a geopolitical earthquake. Human
society would never be the same. Never
had so few dared so much.

A defining date of destiny

It would be the defining date of histo-
ry in which the sovereign God of all
nationswould alow two peoplesto depart
from one another and establish their own
prophetic destiny as rendered in Genesis
48:19. The passage speaks of Jacob's
blessing upon hisgrandsons, Ephraim and
Manasseh, proclaiming, “He also shall
become a people, and he aso shal be
great; but truly hisyounger brother shal be
greater than he, and his descendants shall
become amultitude of nations”

This family of Joseph was guaranteed
further prophetic blessings in Genesis
49:22-24, which describesit as a“fruitful
bough, a fruitful bough by a well; his
branches run over the wall. The archers
have bitterly grieved him, shot a him and
hated him. But his bow remained in
strength, and the arms of his hands were
made strong by the hands of the Mighty
God of Jacob . . " With these verses read,
contemplate how a “great nation,” the
United States, and a “multitude of
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nations” Great Britan and its
Commonwedth (formerly empire), domi-
nated world history for the last 200 years
in this critical time that we believe to be
what the Bible calls, “the end of the age.”

Imagine world history without either
Americaor Britain and their “ specid rdla
tionship.” Think of the outcome of the piv-
otal war yearsof 1815, 1918 or 1945; then
think again. Think of the “archers’ who
shot at these two brother nations and even
tried to undermine their specia relation-
ship, a timestrying to bresk it apart.

Think of Winston Churchill’s words
during the dark days of World War I,
when he spoke of the United States asthe
“arsena of democracy” coming to the
defense of freedom. Think what theworld
today would be like without the United
Statesastheworld's sole superpower with
its trusted dly, Great Britain. Then think
again of aworld left soldly totheimminent
threat of terroristsand their well-meaning,
but pontifica apologist alies who simply
think time will solve everything.

Then think again to July 4th when a
nation wasgranted birth by awatchful God
keen to fulfill His prophecies. It was He
who bequeathed to Americaaland of fruit
and honey bound by two oceanic wallsto
protect them from adversaries. A land that
did not advertise for royalty, intelligentsa
or warlords, but put up the advertisement:
“Give meyour tired, your poor, your hud-
dled masses yearning to be free” Why? It
was intrinsicaly believed that an atmos-
phereof freedom would bethegreat equal-
izer and defining element as to whether a
person succeeded. America has dways
been about where a person is going, not
where he has come from.

A day of reckoning

But Americawill not dwaysbe hereto
be abeacon of liberty! Americaitself hasa
day of reckoning. The Bible speaks in
Jeremiah 30:7 of atime of “Jacob’s trou-
ble” A timein which the same nation that
touts itsdlf a*“one nation under God” will
not bedivindy protected fromthe“archer’s
bow,” because of itssteady courseinto god-
less humanism and secular anarchy.

How far havewe comefromthewords
of James Madison, the father of the
American Congtitution, when he said in
1778: “We have staked the wholefuture of
the American Civilization, not upon the
power of government, far fromit. We have

staked thefutureof al of our political insti-
tutions. . . upon the capacity of each and
all of us. . . togovern oursalves according
to the Ten Commandments of God.”

If the near future does not look bright
for my beloved country, what does that
mean for therest of theworld? Theincred-
ible redlity isthat the great future hope of
al humanity is not “one nation under
God,” but rather all nations under Himin
His Kingdom, established and ruled on
this earth by Jesus Chrigt.

So, no more parade?

God never removes one blessing with-
out replacing it with something even more
special. God promises His followers a
parade of color, action and interactivity,
and acast of multiplethousands. Whenthe
big moment comes, no oneisgoing to miss
it. It doesn’'t matter whether I'm at ayouth
camp in the High Sierras, our house in
Mayflower Village, the densest junglein
the Amazon Basin or theremotest oasisin
the Sahara. Wherever we might be, when
the ultimate Independence Day comes,
you will see everything happen right
before you.

Jesus Christ plainly described His
future entrance into human affairs in
Matthew 24:27: “For as the lightning
comes from the east and flashes to the
west, so aso will the coming of the Son of
Man be” Have you ever watched fire-
workslight up the sky withtheir brightillu-
minations? Especially, the moment of the
grand finadle? That's exactly what His
entrance will be like. Everyone will seeit
everywhere. Ther€'ll be no missing it.

Some in the congregation at Thessa-
lonica thought they had “missed the
parade” They were concerned that theDay
of the Lord had come and gone—and per-
hapsthey were*goners’ for missingit. But
Paul in 1 Thessalonians4:15-17 thorough-
ly describesthe ultimate parade of activity
of the ultimate |ndependence Day when
man is freed from the salf-imposed tyran-
ny of death. He gives the parade program
in order. “For this we say to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are dive
and remain until the coming of the Lord
will by no means precede those who are
adeep. For the Lord Himsalf will descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of an archangel, and with the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will risefirst.
Thenwewho arediveand remain shal be



caught up together withthemintheclouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always bewith the Lord.”

The apostle John adds a few more
details of this epic event in Revelation
19:11-14 so we will know this heavenly
parade of strength, mgjesty and immortal-
ity is under way. “Now | saw heaven
opened, and behold, a white horse. And
Hewho sat on himwascalled Faithful and
True. .. Hiseyeswerelikeaflameof fire,
and on His head were many crowns. . .
And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine
linen, white and clean, followed Him on
white horses”

When you put dl the dynamicsof this
futurecelestid paradein full motion, what
we look forward to here in Mayflower
Village every July 4th palesinto insignif-
icance. Talk about the ultimate interactive
parade event with everyonewatching and,
yes, everyoneinvolved! Just think of it—
the Son of God coming through the
clouds, the crowns, the beautiful white
outfits of linen, armies marching by, the
dead rising, the living being transformed
into immortality before our very eyes. |
don't think I'll miss Neil Diamond's
“Comin’ to America” when the trumpet
sounds. | don't think I'll miss the eagle
mounted on my neighbor’s truck when |
stare at the wings on an archangel.

God's children in this present world
aredescribed by ChristinLuke 12:32 asa
“littleflock.” As Chritians, never have so
few dared so much by claming anew cit-
izenship in heaven.

Their hope and the words from Isaiah
30:21 of “thisisthe way, wak in it” can
best be captured in the echo of my grand-
daughter’s voice when she excitedly
yelled out, “Hereit comes, here comesthe
parade!” Her excitement and watchful
heart for atemporary, earthly parade must
be matched by our excitement for aparade
that is right around the corner of human
history and coming our way. «

Correction

A reader has pointed out that the
Medal of Honor medal pictured on page
14 of the June issue did not match the
story being told. The medal shown was
that issued during the American Civil
War. Thedesign has changed through the
yearsand we should have shown ameda
of the modern period to be consistent.

“WATER,” (Continued from page 13)

son, the early rain and the latter rain,
that you may gather in your grain, your
new wine, and your oil. And | will send
grass in your fields for your livestock,
that you may eat and befilled.”

The thought continues: “ Take heed
to yourselves, lest your heart be
deceived, and you turn aside and serve
other gods and worship them, lest the
LoRrD’s anger be aroused against you,
and He shut up the heavens so that there
be no rain, and the land yield no pro-
duce, and you perish quickly from the
good land which the Lorb is giving
you” (verses 16-17).

Historically, God applied the conse-
guences He warned about sporadically
at first. He wanted to turn their hearts,
not destroy them. Going without rain
would, He hoped, bring them to their
senses. Eventually, as you know, He
shut the skies entirely to the peoples of
Israel.

We anticipate that God will do the
same in the end time, first to the mod-
ern-day Israglites and then to the rest of
the nations. His goa remains the
same—a desire to have a loving rela-
tionship with mankind. But that rela-
tionship cannot be cluttered with the
kind of syncretized religion into which
Israel fell. By way of analogy, Israel
attempted to have a marriage relation-
ship with God at the same time as it
“entertained” other “gods.”

Every major religion on the face of
the earth today is avariation of the syn-
cretized religion of the darkest days of
Israel’s history. It is only a matter of
time before the Creator God inter-
venes—in part, through rain depriva-
tion—to turn people back to Him.

The prophet Amos illustrates how
God first shuts down the normal rain
here and there. “‘I aso withheld rain
from you, when there were still three
months to the harvest. | made it rain on
one city, | withheld rain from another
city. One part was rained upon, and
where it did not rain the part withered.
So two or three cities wandered to
another city to drink water, but they
were not satisfied; yet you have not
returned to Me,’ saysthe Lorp” (Amos
4:7-8). His message rehearses the past,
asit projects the future.

Isaiah speaks similarly: “Your ears

shall hear a word behind you, saying,
‘Thisis the way, walk in it; whenever
you turn to the right hand or whenever
you turn to the left. You will also defile
the covering of your images of silver,
and the ornament of your molded
images of gold. You will throw them
away as an unclean thing; you will say
to them, ‘ Get away!’ Then He will give
the rain for your seed with which you
sow the ground, and bread of the
increase of the earth; it will be fat and
plentiful. In that day your cattle will
feed in large pastures’ (Isaiah 30:21-
23).

He will do it again

God systematically used rain depri-
vation to help people come to their
senses and repudiate their mixed reli-
gion, and Hewill do so again. Prophecy
indicates that the majority of mankind
will not easily or quickly come around.
The prophecy of two witnesses in
Revelation 11:6 specifically foretells a
major confrontation—not between
nations, but rather between the nations
and God. Thetwo witnesseshave God's
permission and power to “shut off the
tap” of fresh water. Revelation 8:11 and
16:4 tell of two additional times of
supernatural intervention in the earth’'s
water supplies at the climactic conclu-
sion of the age.

All the statistics and observations
above indicate that the world is headed
for awretched crisis. Its politicsand its
religionsvirtually guarantee that the cri-
siswill not be averted. Some measure of
international cooperation may mitigate
the already terrible circumstances.
However, the time is coming when God
will change the world's climate pat-
terns.

Has God begun this dramatic inter-
vention? |f one has to ask the question,
the answer is, no. When God sets His
hand to get man’s attention, He will not
do so secretly or with subtlety. Further,
Hisactionswill be bold and in conjunc-
tion with His true Church declaring the
purpose of what's happening. For, after
al, it's not punishment for punish-
ment’s sake, but rather the tough love of
acaring Father.

Water, the world’s most abundant
natural resource will be a key factor in
future world events. «
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by Robin Webber

Don’t Worry, You Won’t Miss the Parade

July parade. I'll be out of town serving at our church’syouth
summer camp. I’'m happy to spend time with the young
people of our church, but | will surely miss the time spent with
my neighbors on this commemorative day in America. In the
neighborhood where | live, the Fourth of July is not smply one
more holiday—it's an event. We don’t go down to the big boule-
vard intown to watch strangers put on aparade. Wearethe parade
and it happens“ smack-dab” in front of our front porches.
Starting early in the morning, many begin washing their
vehicles that will be in the upcoming parade. The more cre-
ative begintolacetheir vehicleswith thenational colorsof red,
white and blue. The more inventive types use their trucksasa
base for homemade floats with statues of Uncle Sam or the
American eagle. Soon you begin to hear the sound of “boom
boxes’ al over the neighborhood. But there's no rap, heavy
metal or Beatlesmusiconthisday. “ God BlessAmerica” “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic’ and “The Star Spangled
Banner” pleasantly compete for attention. Finally, one of the
“*80s crowd” amps up Nell Diamond's*“Comin’ to America’
and you know there is going to be a celebration.

This year, I’m going to miss our neighborhood’s Fourth of

A community comes to life

Soon people start lining their neighborhood lawns with
their chairsand makesuretheir flagisout. Many plant it, dong
with themsalves, right at the curb. People start sharing coffee
and donuts. A community comes to life! Neighbors ask the
inevitablequestion, “Areyou goingto marchthisyear?’ A man
replies, “No, | don’t think so. | did last year, but not thisyear”

Little children can hardly contain themselves for what
they know is coming. Then, al of asudden, aroar of voic-
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es can be heard from a block away. You know the parade
has started and the action is coming your way. But which
street will they go down first? What will you do when it
reaches your street?

Themusic getslouder and there, rounding the corner onto
our street, isaseaof motion, color, music, chatter and the hap-
py voices of our neighbors. Our granddaughter, Meghan,
shouts, “Hereit comes. Here comesthe parade!” People stand
up astheflag goesby. People laugh a the poodie going by dl
dressed upinits*Yankee Doodlebest” Parentscarry their lit-
tle ones on their shoulders as“living floats’ to celebrate free-
dom. The flashy red fire engine from the local station comes
rolling around the corner sounding itshorn. VVideo camerasare
rolling to capture all that’s best about America

Freedom is on their minds

Remember the man who wasn't going to march thisyear?
All of asudden hegrabstheflag from hisporch and saysto his
wife, “ Grab the baby and get the wagon. We'regoing to march
thisyear—yeah, again!” It'san amazing sight to see 400t0 500
of your neighborswinding up and down through the streststhat
you call home. It's even more amazing when you are in the
middle of it and have for the moment become aliving float of
freedom.

Mayflower Village is not a world apart from the Los
Angeles Basin, but mirrors the rich diversity of peoples that
inhabit the metropolis. The street is filled with every mix of
race, ethnic group and language—but on this day there is no
doubt what everyone is fedling. They are all Americans and
freedom ison their minds.

(See “ PARADE,” page 14)



