
hen German Chancellor
Gerhard Schr�der moved into

his office in Berlin in September, a major
milestone in the process set in motion by
German unification was reached. With the
German parliament, the Bundestag, and
the head of government, Chancellor
Schr�der, residing in Berlin, a unified
Germany is now being governed from
Berlin for the first time since the end of
World War II. Ironically, the month of
September witnessed two other reminders
of German unification nearly 10 years
after the historic opening of the Berlin
Wall on November 9, 1989.

Chancellor Schr�der provided the
first reminder on a visit to Budapest.
Chancellor Schr�der personally thanked

the Hungarian government for HungaryÕs
courageous act of opening its western bor-
der with Austria in the summer of 1989.
Hundreds of East GermanyÕs citizens
made use of the hole in the Iron Curtain to
travel to Austria and from there to
Germany. The opening of HungaryÕs bor-
der led to more East Germans traveling to
Hungary and to Czechoslovakia, where
dozens of people sought refuge in the
German embassy in Prague. After suc-
cessful negotiations with the Czech gov-
ernment, West German foreign minister
Hans-Dietrich Genscher traveled to
Prague to announce to the refugees in the
embassy compound that they would be
permitted to emigrate to West Germany.
Before he could finish reading his state-

ment, loud cheering from the assembled
refugees drowned his words out.

These events in the summer of 1989
sealed East GermanyÕs fate. In thanking
the Hungarian government, Chancellor
Schr�der emphasized that German unifi-
cation would not have been possible with-
out the opening of HungaryÕs border to the
West. Without a secure border to the West
in other Eastern European countries, East
Germany faced the choice of prohibiting
its citizens from traveling anywhere at all
or capitulating to the new reality created
by HungaryÕs decision.

The other reminder was a much less
joyous occasion. In September Raisa
Gorbachev, the wife of former Soviet
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Ten Years After the Wall
Came Tumbling Down

How is Germany faring a decade after the Berlin Wall? Is the eastern half better off? Is the western
half pleased with the results of the added costs of unification? What will fully solidify this country?

by Paul Kieffer
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Premier Mikhail Gorbachev, died of
leukemia after having been treated unsuc-
cessfully at a clinic in Germany. Her
funeral in Moscow was a reunion of three
key players involved in the agreement to
allow the unification of Germany: Hans-
Dietrich Genscher (GermanyÕs foreign
minister at the time), Mikhail Gorbachev
and Helmut Kohl. Concerned about the
possibility of political instability in a post-
Gorbachev Russia, Chancellor Kohl
sought Mr. GorbachevÕs approval for
German unification during a visit to the
Soviet Union in the summer of 1990.
During a walk in the Caucasus Mountains,
Mr. Gorbachev agreed to Mr. KohlÕs
request. 

The Drama of Unification

At a ceremony in Moscow on
September 12, 1990, the four World War
II allies (Britain, France, the Soviet Union
and the United States) and the two
German states signed the treaty that per-
mitted Germany to reunite. On October 3,
1990, unification was proclaimed in a spe-
cial ceremony held at the Reichstag build-
ing. Viewed technically, the former East
Germany ÒjoinedÓ the West German State
by becoming subject to West GermanyÕs
Grundgesetz or Òbasic lawÓÑin effect the
German constitution.

The final unification of the two
German states was a foregone conclusion
from the day that the Berlin Wall was
opened on November 9, 1989. In the early
evening East German television broadcast
a live press conference at which a member
of the ruling German Socialist Unity Party
(SED) announced that effective immedi-
ately private visits to foreign countries
would be permitted without any prerequi-
sites. The announcement hit the wire ser-
vices quickly and was given to members

of West GermanyÕs Bundestag, who were
in evening session in Bonn at the time.
Realizing the full impact of the announce-
ment, the Bonn parliamentarians inter-
rupted their session to gather around tele-
vision sets. Shortly thereafter they sponta-
neously sang the German national anthem.
Within a couple of hours the first East
Germans had traveled through the Wall to
visit West Berlin.

The opening of the Berlin Wall and
the unification of Germany less than 11
months later electrified the German peo-
ple. In the emotional high resulting from
unification, the Bundestag voted to move
the seat of government to Berlin.
Chancellor Kohl promised economic
prosperity for GermanyÕs newest citizens
and their homeland. His promise helped
him to be reelected in 1990, although
opposing politicians, including Oskar
Lafontaine, emphasized the potential high
cost of reunification and the creation of a
viable economic infrastructure for Eastern
Germany. Their cautions were ignored at
the time.

Unity HasnÕt Been QuickÑor
Cheap

A decade after the opening of the
Berlin Wall, unification has been a mixed
blessing for Germany as a whole and for
Eastern Germany in particular. Billions of
marks have been invested in construction
projects in the new German states to
repave and widen old autobahns, to
improve the public transportation system
and to provide Eastern Germany with a
state-of-the-art telecommunications back-
boneÑmore modern, in fact, than parts of
the system in Western Germany. Wages in
Eastern Germany have been raised gradu-
ally to be now nearly the same for key
union-dominated industries and civil ser-
vice jobs as in the western half of the
country. In addition to tax monies from the
German national government, paid for in
part by a special ÒsolidarityÓ tax surcharge
on taxpayers in Western Germany, Eastern
Germany has benefited from European
Union funds for economically depressed
areas.

Despite the massive spending in
Eastern Germany, resulting in a clearly
visible improvement in Eastern

GermanyÕs overall appearance, unem-
ployment remains higher than in the west-
ern part of the country. A population drain
has set in as young people move west to
seek better opportunities for economic
advancement. The promise of prosperity
for the former citizens of East Germany
has not been fulfilled, although many
would agree that their economic situation
has improved since 1989.

As a result, a sense of disillusionment
has been evident in the eastern half of the
country. Nostalgia for the old days is
rekindled occasionally as products from
the East Germany era are remarketed. It is
an understandable reaction, because the
former citizens have lost their country and
many do not yet feel fully Òat homeÓ in
their new environment. This may be a par-
tial explanation for the higher occurrence
of radical right-wing incidents in the east-
ern half of the country in recent years,
although, as a whole, they do not convey
an accurate picture of the overall contem-
porary German mindset. (In this yearÕs
state elections, right-wing parties have lost
votes.)

Disillusionment has not only been
evident in the eastern half of the coun-
try. Germans in the western half are
tired of the higher tax burden they have
had to shoulder to pay for unification.
The cost of moving government min-
istries to Berlin, originally estimated to
be 20 billion marks, has been ques-
tioned repeatedly. 

In a survey commissioned in
September by the magazine Stern, 20
percent of West Germans voiced their
desire to see the Berlin Wall rebuilt.
Even more surprising was the 14 per-
cent result for the East Germans sur-
veyed. It is this kind of attitude that has
led many prominent Germans to call for
an end to the Òdivision of Germany in
the mind.Ó

Kurt Masur, who is originally from
the former East Germany and is cur-
rently the conductor of the New York
Philharmonic, said on the occasion of
the 10th anniversary of the opening of
the Berlin Wall: ÒWe have to listen to
each other more, we have to learn to
respect each other.Ó Masur, already a
renowned conductor in 1989, is credit-
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Erratum
The article ÒDivorce Revolution

Spawns Cohabitation GenerationÓ in the
September World News and Prophecy
contained an error in a bracketed com-
ment about Matthew 5:27Ð28. The com-
ment incorrectly said that the Greek
word porneia was used in these verses.
WNP regrets the error. (See ÒWALL,Ó page 8)
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ather Knows Best was an acceptable title for
a popular television program in the Õ50s

because the concept that the father was a necessary
and fixed head of every family was widely accept-
ed. This past summer the American Psychological
Association published an article asserting that just
the opposite is trueÑthat fathers are not essential
in the healthy development of children! In fact,
they claim, fathers do more harm than good!

The American Psychologist, journal of the
American Psychological Association (APA), ran
as its lead in the June 1999 issue an article titled
ÒDeconstructing the Essential FatherÓ in which the
authors argued that fathers are really nonessential.

Psychologist Wade Horn, in his Washington
Times column of July 6, 1999, properly takes issue
with the APAÕs shocking reasoning and bizarre
conclusion. ÒThe authors begin their first argument
by stating that their Ôresearch experience has led us
to conceptualize fathering in the way that is very
different from the neoconservative [Read: anyone
who thinks fathers matterÑDr. HornÕs comment]
perspective.Õ

ÒWhile acknowledging that Ôthe presence of a
father may have positive effects on the well-being
of boys,Õ two paragraphs later the authors come to
the stunning conclusion that ÔÉthe empirical liter-
ature does not support the idea that fathers make a
unique and essential contribution to child develop-
ment.ÕÓ

The premise of the APA article appears to be
that many of todayÕs fathers do such a poor job at
fathering that their children would be better off if
they were absent from the childrenÕs lives! 

ÒThe authors warned, for example, of Ôthe
potential costs of father presence,Õ and especially
their propensity to fritter away family resources on
Ôgambling, purchasing alcohol, cigarettes, or other
nonessential commoditiesÕ thereby Ôactually
increasing womenÕs workload and stress level.ÕÓ

Should ÒFamilyÓ Be Redefined?

Did you notice the psychologistsÕ choice of
wordsÑÒfather presenceÓÑas if having a father in
a home is but one of many possible options?
Conceivably a home could be clinically presented
as having a Òmother presence,Ó a Òstepfather pres-
ence,Ó a Òstepmother presence,Ó a Òmale friend of
mother presence,Ó a Ògrandparent presence,Ó etc. 

What is so wrong with the Ònormal homeÓ of
the Father Knows Best era? The parents of todayÕs
parents were born and raised in that environment.
Why havenÕt the values of yesterday been passed
along to the present generation of parents? Should
ÒnormalÓ be redefined to suit todayÕs world? Or
should todayÕs world seek to redefine itself?

Joseph A. Califano says itÕs the latter.
Califano, a former Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare, is now president of the National
Center of Addiction and Substance Abuse at
Columbia University. His group, like the psychol-
ogists mentioned above, found that a teenager who
has a poor relationship with his father in a two-par-
ent household is at a higher risk for smoking,
drinking and illegal drug use than one with a strong
relationship with a single mother.

But his groupÕs study went further and
reached a different conclusion. It found that fathers
are irreplaceable in helping children to become and
stay drug-free.

ÒWe want fathers to wake up tomorrow morn-
ing, whether their kid is three years old or is 17
years old,Ó said Califano. ÒParent power [fathers
and mothers working together] is the most impor-
tant weapon we have in dealing with substance
abuse with our children. This problem is going to
be solved across the kitchen table [meaning in a
normal home situation in which the family eats
together and talks together]Ó (ÒRelationship With
Fathers Affects Teens Use of Drugs, Study FindsÓ

From Father Knows Best
to “No Father Is Best”

The American Psychological Association published an article asserting that fathers are not essential
in the healthy development of children! In fact, they claim, fathers do more harm than good!

by Cecil E. Maranville
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by William P. Bulletin, Chicago Tribune,
August 31, 1999).

ÒEvery father should look in the mir-
ror and say, ÔHow often do I eat meals
with my children?ÕÓ Califano declared.

Fatherless Boys Suffer Poor
Moral Development

Michael Gurian, author of The Good
Son: Shaping the Moral Development of
Our Boys and Young Men, concluded after
studying 30 cultures around the world that
ÒAmerican boys have the least moral
development of any boys in the world.Ó

Gurian attributes this discouraging
phenomenon to the breakdown of family,
which he defines as a threefold system:
the nuclear, expanded and communal
family. He notes that our modern society
causes us to end up Òwith kids being
raised with one parent, no extended fami-
ly, and going to a school with 2,500 kids.
That means less chance for moral devel-
opmentÓ (ÒMapping the Journey from
Boy to Man,Ó by Brad Knickerbocker,
The Christian Science Monitor, October
13, 1999).

ÒBoys are really hungry for male
attention. ThatÕs primal, and thatÕs natural.
I find it in every culture. As a boy hits
puberty, he starts looking to men, and itÕs
the cultureÕs job to provide him with men.
That means his dad, but it doesnÕt just
mean his dad.

ÒA boy can become a male adult,
physically and socially, but he isnÕt a man
until he has become loving, wise, and
responsibleÓ (ibid.).

In response to the interviewerÕs ques-
tion, ÒWhat is needed for boys to become
good sons and eventually good men?Ó
Gurian cited four things. We quote two for
the purpose of this article.

ÒNo. 1 is the bond or attachment
between the primary caregiver and her
sonÑI say Ô herÕbecause itÕs generally the
mom. We would cut down on a lot of
[school shootings] if in the first two years
of life we had better attachment between
our infant boys and their caregivers.

ÒÉNo. 3 would be the dad. All sorts
of studies show us what happens when a
boy is not attached to his dad, how heÕs
more likely to live in poverty, more likely
to end up in jail, do drugs, and so on. So

we just have to say, ÔLook, if we want
moral sons weÕve got to have fathers.Õ
And by father I also mean the Ôsecond
father,Õ Éan uncle or a grandfather.Ó

Daughters Need Fathers, too

What Gurian says about the need for
fathers in the life of boys is no less true for
the development of girls. 

ÒIt is said that the best thing a father
can do for his daughter is to love her
mother,Ó noted Kathleen Parker in The
Orlando Sentinel. ÒA girl lucky enough to
observe her Ôfirst manÕ [her father]
demonstrating affection and respect for
the woman with whom she most strongly
identifies [her mother] grows up with con-
fidence and high self-esteem. More likely
than not, sheÕll set her standards high
when seeking her own mate.

ÒNow, new research published in the
August issue of the Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology suggests that
thereÕs more fathers can do: Be thereÓ (ÒA
FatherÕs Best Gift? His Presence,Ó
October 3, 1999).

The research found that girls who had
fathers as active caregivers entered puber-
ty later in life, and therefore were slower
to develop sexual interestsÑand attendant
problems. ÒApparently, girlsÕ biological
clocks are tuned not only to their physical
environment but to the emotional atmos-
phere as wellÓ (ibid.).

It is good for children, sons and
daughters alike, to have fathers!

That is not to ignore the reality of our
present, sick and dysfunctional society.
Fathers who are cruel, abusive, immature
and selfish do serious harm to the devel-
opment of their children. But the solution
is not to excise the fathers from the lives
of their children.

Fathers need to be godly men, aware
of their profound responsibility to their
children, and to conduct themselves
accordingly. 

ÒAnd you, fathers, do not provoke
your children to wrath, but bring them up
in the training and admonition of the Lord.
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest
they become discouragedÓ (Ephesians
6:4; Colossians 3:21).

The fact that it was necessary to
inspire this instruction tells us that adult

males are not inherently Ònurturing
fathers,Ó but rather that they need to
choose to become such. And further, weÑ
our whole societyÑneed to train boys
from the time theyÕre young in the quali-
ties of fatherhood. An invaluable part of
that training, of course, is regular contact
with nurturing adult malesÑabove all
others, their own fathers.

A Proven Solution

Many people can see that todayÕs
family faces serious problems and chal-
lenges. Responsible, caring people wrestle
with possible solutions. The proposal by
some people to redefine families without
Òa father presenceÓ is being put forward as
a plausible solution, because they are con-
vinced that their new concept is better than
the present reality.

There is, however, a proven solu-
tionÑone that is studiously avoided by
many professionals because they are so
used to distancing themselves from the
words that God has spoken. That is, by the
way, also the reason why todayÕs parents
have not absorbed the values more com-
monly embraced by the past generation.
Somewhere along the way, people decid-
ed to go it without GodÑthe God of the
Bible.

A prophecy of a world so wretched
that God warns He may be forced to erad-
icate it entirely enjoins us to Òremember
the law of Moses, My servantÓ (Malachi
4:4). A key component of that law, of
course, is to Òhonor your father and your
mother.Ó

One cannot carve the position of
father out of the home and think that
he/she has ÒsolvedÓ the present crises
assaulting our society. How na�ve! How
arrogant! How dangerous, considering the
fact that the Creator finds it necessary to
contemplate the destruction of a society
that fails in its relationships between
fathers and their children (Malachi 4:6).

Thankfully, the dark cloud of that
prophecy has a silver lining, foretelling a
spiritual work in the end time that will
Òturn the hearts of the fathers to the chil-
dren, and the hearts of the children to their
fathersÓ (Malachi 4:6).

World News and Prophecy is pleased
to have a part in it. v
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ccording to the United Nations, the six
billionth person was recently born on

October 12, 1999. A celebration took place in
Sarajevo, Bosnia, with Secretary-General Kofi
Annan holding up the baby considered to have
set this phenomenal record.

Yet, looking at it from a historic and
prophetic point of view, crossing the six billion
mark is more a cause for concern and alarm
than for celebration. With this dubious ÒrecordÓ
in mind, it seems a good time to pause and con-
sider the negative impact this current popula-
tion explosion is having on planet earth. 

According to population experts, it has
taken almost 2,000 years for the world popula-
tion to slowly rise from an estimated 250 mil-
lion at the time of Christ to a billion and a half
at the beginning of the 20th century. Then, in
just this century, the population truly exploded
as it quadrupled in size and reached the mark of
six billion. Despite advances in birth control,
the world population is still burgeoning as the
21st century arrives. 

A glimpse at the trend shows why we
should be concerned. According to the U.N.
Population Division, it took 123 years to get
from one billion to two billion people. Yet, it
took only 33 years to reach the three billion
mark and 14 years to arrive at the four billion
level. Next, it took only 13 years to reach five
billion and now just 11 years later it crossed the
six billion mark. From now on, it is estimated
that one billion people will be added approxi-
mately every 10 years. Provided this growth
rate of some 80 million new people per year
continues, our present population will again
double within 50 years.

What do these facts signify? Is the earth
equipped to sustain this constant over-popula-
tion without bringing dire consequences?

Population experts consider an ideal population
to be around two billion people, since this bal-
ances development with a healthy environment.
Yet we have already reached triple that amount
of people and continue to multiply at breakneck
speeds. Even with a further slowdown in the
birthrate, there are already so many billions of
people today that, in a manner similar to the
action of compound interest, the sheer momen-
tum is causing the population to skyrocket. 

Signs of Global Environmental
Fatigue

Already the world is suffering serious con-
sequences from this excessive population
increase. In 1989, the fishing industry reported a
dwindling of fish catches in the worldÕs oceans,
and the decline has continued ever since.
Diminishing reserves of metals, fossil fuels,
forests, arable lands, fresh water and wildlife are

The Population Bomb
Keeps Ticking Away

Should we celebrate that the world’s population now tops six billion—or should we be alarmed?
The population explosion portends problems that may crescendo into the end of this present age!

by Mario Seiglie
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U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan visit-
ed Sarajevo October 12 to greet Adnan
Nevic, the baby symbolically designated
as the world’s six billionth citizen. U.N.
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a fact of life. Pollution has reached glob-
al proportions, with hardly any part of
the earth now free from contaminated
air, water and soil. This is not an extrem-
ist view, but rather it is the perspective of
prestigious world organizations such as
the U.N. and the Red Cross.

Perhaps in the United States,
Europe and Japan, where funds are
available to curb the most damaging
effects of the rise in population, there is
not as much concern. But then again,
these nations comprise less than a sixth
of the worldÕs inhabitants. The rest of
the world is in a far sorrier condition. 

Peter Raven, director of the
Missouri Botanical Gardens, is so con-
cerned with the damage being done to
the earth, that he compares this destruc-
tion to the five previous massive cata-
strophes that appear in the fossil record.
Dr. Raven believes that if this latest one
continues to develop, Òthe sixth mass
extinction of living organisms will be
brought about by people, by a mush-
rooming population that has doubled in
40 years, to six billion, and by human
carelessness and commerceÓ (Time,
April 26, 1999, p. 33).

More Famines Predicted

The exponential increase of the
world population has placed great
strains on political, military, economic
and social systems around the planet.
Some relief agencies already consider
parts of Africa to be in a chronic state of
hunger. Recently, the U.N. supplied
information of yet another mounting
famine in sub-Saharan Africa, with 16
countries and 10 million people at risk.
The reasons? Severe droughts, crop dis-
eases and bloody civil wars. 

In 1950, Europe had a population
three times that of Africa, while today
Africa, with almost a billion people, has
three times as many people as Europe.
ÒSuch growth,Ó says Joseph Chamie,
the U.N.Õs chief demographer, Òis sim-
ply beyond the carrying capacity of an
already beleaguered continentÓ
(Newsweek, May 3, 1999, p. 2). 

Unfortunately, the population
explosion is not only a problem of quan-
tity, but of quality of lifeÑdue to differ-

ent living standards. While the birth rate
in industrialized countries has plummet-
ed, in less developed regions it remains
quite high. Alarmingly, it is estimated
that over 95 percent of the future popu-
lation growth will take place in the
worldÕs 130 poorest countries. Already,
one-fourth of the earthÕs inhabitants live
with less than a dollar a day and yet this
group is part of the population that is
multiplying exponentially. 

In the meantime, the voracious
nature of an industrialized world on the
one hand, and an impoverished one on
the other, is rapidly depleting the
earthÕs vital resources. Ola Ullsten, for-
mer Swedish prime minister and head
of the World Commission on Forests
and Sustainable Development, recently
said that in the past 20 years alone,
forests have disappeared in 25 coun-
tries, and another 18 have lost more
than 95 percent of their tree cover. Just

before World War II, there were an esti-
mated 60 billion hectares of forest; now
there are barely 3.6 billion globally. The
causes? Logging, indiscriminate cutting
for firewood and desertification
(Newsweek, op. cit. p. 2).

As the population grows, it strains
the human relations within cities and
even between nations. More crime, vio-
lence and disease will invariably appear
as people are increasingly forced to live
in more cramped and unhealthy quar-
ters. According to 1990 U.N. statistics,
Tokyo was the most populous city in
the world with 25 million, followed by
New York City with 16 million. But in
the next 15 years, the U.N. calculates
the largest cities will be in the poorer

nations. Those cities include Bombay
with 28 million, Lagos with 24 million,
Shanghai with 23 million, and Mexico
City and Sao Paulo with 20 million
each. Can impoverished nations contin-
ue to provide basic services and social
peace as their resources dry up? 

Unfortunately, one thing that is not
diminishing is worldwide investment in
military hardware. Explains Pranay
Gupter, editor of The Earth Times, ÒThe
industrialized worldÕs investment in
sustainable economic and social
advancement in underprivileged states
was at an all-time lowÑbarely $45 bil-
lion a year. In contrast, global expendi-
ture on weapons touched almost $1 tril-
lionÓ (Newsweek, op. cit. p. 2).

Shadows From the Past

During World War II, one of the
reasons Adolf Hitler sought to justify
his invasion of neighboring countries
was GermanyÕs supposed need for
lebensraum or more living space. He
claimed the overcrowded Germans
were entitled to new territories. He
wrote in his book, Mein Kampf, ÒThis
soil of Europe exists for the people
which possesses the force to take it. The
law of self-preservation will go into
effect; and what is refused through ami-
cable methods, it is up to the fist to
takeÓ (p. 138).

As the population soars, future
leaders could be tempted to justify their
invasion of neighboring countries with
a similar rationale. This is presently
happening on a smaller scale to a weak-
ened Russia. ÒIn the far east,Ó writes
Igor Malashenko for Newsweek, Òmas-
sive numbers of illegal immigrants
from China are pouring into depopulat-
ed regions of neighboring Russia. The
future territorial integrity of Russia can-
not be taken for grantedÓ (Newsweek,
October 4, 1999). This Russian weak-
ness could be a source of future wars, as
the struggle for space and resources
becomes more critical.

Prophecy on the March

How is all of this related to prophe-
cy? In the end-time scenario described
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In the end-time scenario
described in the book
of Revelation, a 200-
million-man army will
cross the Euphrates
River and cause a

disastrous world war.



in the book of Revelation, a horde of
Asians will cross the Euphrates River
and cause a disastrous world war. 

ÒAnd I heard a voice from the four
horns of the golden altar which is
before God, saying to the sixth angel
who had the trumpet, ÔRelease the four
angels who are bound at the great river
Euphrates. So the four angels, who had
been prepared for the hour and day and
month and year, were released to kill a
third of mankind. Now the number of
the army of the horsemen was two hun-
dred million. I heard the number of
them...Ó (Revelation 9:13Ð16).

In order for this prophecy to come
to pass, there must exist billions of peo-
ple, since just this part of Asia will
enlist 200 million able-bodied soldiers.
Until the latter part of the 20th century,
Chinese and other Asian people could
not muster even half that number, but
now for the first time in history, they
can easily provide this immense figure. 

Also, as world population multi-
plied in the 20th century, so did the
explosion of knowledge, made possible
by improved communications, global
travel and shared technology. More
than ever before, this modern society
fulfills the prophecy given to Daniel by
God, ÒBut you, Daniel, shut up the
words, and seal the book until the time
of the end; many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall increaseÓ (Daniel
12:4).

We now take for granted such
things as international travel and the
knowledge explosion, but these have
only been around during the latter part
of the 20th century.

Parallel With NoahÕs Day

In addition, this prediction of a
rapid increase in the world population
is related to the conditions in NoahÕs
time. Christ compared the society of
NoahÕs day to the end time in Matthew
24:37Ð39. 

In NoahÕs day, people were caught
off guard by GodÕs judgment, in spite of
His warning through NoahÕs preaching.
The Bible says the earth was full of vio-
lence and corruption in NoahÕs day,
which was the reason God brought

about the Flood. ÒMeanwhile, the crime
rate was rising rapidly across the earth,
and, as seen by God, the world was rot-
ten to the core. As God observed how
bad it was, and saw that all mankind
was vicious and depraved, he said to
Noah, ÔI have decided to destroy all
mankind; for the earth is filled with
crime because of manÕÓ (The Living
Bible, paraphrase of Genesis 6:11Ð12).

Another condition mentioned
about NoahÕs day was a notable rise in
world population. ÒNow it came to
pass, when men began to multiply on
the face of the earth...Ó (Genesis 6:1).
The paraphrase in The Living Bible
captures the sense of the verse:  ÒNow a
population explosion took place upon
the earth...Ó (Genesis 6:1). The popula-
tion explosion was clearly linked to the
fact that the earth became literally
Òfilled with violenceÓ (Genesis 6:11). 

ChristÕs prediction that end-time
conditions will be similar to those of
NoahÕs time certainly does fit the
description of our daysÑalthough we
donÕt know exactly how long God in
His patience will permit time to go on
before He intervenes decisively.

As the population of impoverished
nations continues to explode, men
could react in two ways. First, there
will be those who want to control the
earthÕs population by any means possi-
ble, including war and ethnic cleansing.
Secondly, as the population of third
world nations explodes, their leaders
will be pressured to invade their neigh-
borÕs land in an attempt to feed their
people. Both scenarios point toward the
time of the opening of the seven seals
of the book of Revelation. There will be
war, famine, pestilence and millions
will die.

Yes, it is certainly significant that
the sixth billionth person was born at
the close of this 20th century. But
instead of thinking this a great feat, we
should consider it to be an alarming
sign that world population has gotten
out of hand. This uncontrollable popu-
lation explosion could help usher in the
prophesied end-time scenario and with
it, the true solutions to this troubled
world that only a merciful God can
bring. v
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ed with having intervened with church
and Communist Party officials in the
fall of 1989 to prevent the use of force
to quell peaceful demonstrations
against East GermanyÕs political lead-
ership.

Problems Will Be Resolved, by
Work or by Crisis

With the traditional German virtues
of hard work and thoroughness, the eco-
nomic differences within Germany will
be resolved. It may take longer for the
cultural differences to be resolved that
result from two parts of the country hav-
ing been separated for 45 years by two
opposing political systemsÑcapitalism
and communism. One often hears men-
tion of the possibility that it will take one
or two generations of Germans living
together to achieve full internal unifica-
tion. Of course, the process can be
speeded up by Germans being inspired
by their achievements internationally.
News commentators emphasized fre-
quently that Jan Ulrich, winner of the
1997 prestigious Tour de France bicycle
race, is originally from Eastern
Germany.

Another possibility for speeding the
mental unification of Germany would be
the need to respond to a crisis. The worst
flooding in a century along the Oder
River on the German-Polish border in
1997 caused an outpouring of sympathy
and active support to help the people
affected by the flooding. Hundreds of
volunteers from all over Germany
helped to build dikes, evacuate threat-
ened towns and villages and provide
food and shelter for displaced flooding
victims. 

Another possible scenario would be
a response to an external threat or chal-
lenge. Americans might be reminded of
the Spanish-American War in 1898,
which provided an opportunity for a
country once divided by its Civil War to
face a common enemy.

Ten years after the opening of the
Berlin Wall, Germany is united political-
ly, but much work remains to be done to
heal the internal breach caused by nearly
50 years of separation. v

ÒWALL,Ó (Continued from page 3)
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Global Power Shifts—
Not All Change Is Good

Nations are drifting more and more towards becoming one world, but the result will not be
the utopia that many expect!

by Rod Hall

ccording to the United Nations, the world
is made up of 185 countries today. Some

are huge nations and some are tiny. Over the past
half century, these basic units that make up our
world civilization have all become less dominant,
less independent and in many ways less separate
than before. The world is converging toward one
global system. This is due to many individual fac-
tors including new forces created by international
economic interests, technological advances and
modern political and foreign policy strategies that
are streaming in separate powerful rivulets like
mighty rivers converging toward a common desti-
nationÑone global community.

As it has become easier and cheaper to move
goods from one place to another, the lingering
belief in national self-sufficiency has weakened.
Almost every country now buys from abroad a
larger proportion of what it consumes than it did 50
years ago and a far bigger share of the worldÕs cap-
ital is owned by multinational companies, operat-
ing freely across national borders.

With this economic revolution comes a more
united yet unstable world. William Greider in his
book One World Ready or Not summarizes our
rush to economic change. ÒEconomic revolution,
similar to the impulse of political revolution, liber-
ates masses of people and at the same time projects
new aspects of tyranny. Old worlds are destroyed
and new ones emerge. The past is up-ended and
new social values are created alongside the fabu-
lous new wealthÓ (1997, p. 11). 

While Greider urges individual nations to
strive to regain some of their economic control, he
also realizes this is unlikely. ÒEconomic difficulties
are immense, but the real question involved in sta-
bilizing the globalized financial system is about
political power. Who shall govern these important
matters, governments or private markets? Finance
capital wants government to get out of the way and

let the markets rule, but global capital needs old-
fashioned national governments much more than it
acknowledges. If the nation-state loses its authori-
ty to govern, who will protect the sanctity of prop-
erty rights or rescue capital owners in a market cri-
sis? Without trustworthy national governments,
who will issue money that people can trustÉ?
Governments, in essence, must reclaim the gov-
erning obligations of the nation-state from private
marketsÉ. But it is the major governments, of
course, that are as yet unwilling to consider any
measure to moderate the effects of financial liber-
alizationÓ (ibid., pp. 256, 317, 319).

Military Changes More Dramatic

In military matters the changes that flow from
technological advances are even more dramatic.
Until about 60 years ago, the only way in which
one country could successfully use force to impose
its will on another was to defeat its soldiers on the
ground. Between two countries of approximately
equal strength, that could be a long and hazardous
business. Nations often worked hard to maintain
peace and made alliances, especially among their
closest neighbors. 

Today, smart bombs, intercontinental ballistic
missiles, submarines and long-range bombers, can
all deliver powerful conventional, nuclear, chemi-
cal or biological weapons across borders anywhere
in the world. At the push of a button a region in a
sovereign country can erupt in war. Nations are
searching for more effective ways to maintain the
peace, relying on the United Nations and other
international groups and associations for support.

The third technology-based challenge to the
power of the old nation-state is the information
revolution. People in different countries now have
the means to know far more about each other. They
can see news instantaneously, share cultures and

Over the past
half century,
nations, the
basic units
that make up
our world
civilization,
have all
become less
dominant, less
independent
and in many
ways less
separate than
before.
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enjoy international entertainment via tele-
vision. Radio signals from neighboring
regions can inform as well as share cultur-
ally specific music, ideas and interests.
They can argue about politics or share
information about their neighbors on the
Internet or on ever-cheaper telephones and
cell phones. As knowledge is more easily
transmitted across borders, the distinctive-
ness of nations grows less sharply defined.

Greider summarizes the emerging
new world order. ÒBut the essence of what
is forming now is an economic system of
interdependence designed to ignore the
prerogatives of nations, even the most
powerful onesÓ (ibid., p. 17). A comment
in The Economist article titled ÒThe Shape
of the World,Ó captures the effects these
rivulets of technological change have had
on the nation-state. ÒThe wondrous
machine of global revolution is oscillating
out of control, widening the arcs of social
and economic instabilities in its wakeÉ.
The nation-state is not what it used to be,
ignored by the global money markets,
condescended to by great multinational
corporations, at the mercy of interconti-
nental missiles, the poor thing can only
look back with nostalgia to its days of
gloryÓ (January 5, 1996, p. 17).

New Worldview

The rushing of our world toward one
global community is not the result of eco-
nomic and technological forces alone. A
new worldview among many leading
politicians affects their governmentsÕ for-
eign policy. This changed ideology now
plays a big part in reshaping our world.

Charles Krauthammer, in a speech at
the Manhattan Institute, said many foreign
policy experts in high administration advi-
sory positions are strong advocates of
three principles that underlie many of the
actions we see being made in America and
other leading nations. 

He cites internationalism, legalism
and humanitarianism as having an espe-
cially strong impact on American foreign
policy efforts over the last two presiden-
tial terms. ÒTaken together, these three
reflect a vision of the world that is coher-
ent, consistent, and dangerously at odds
with the realities of the international sys-
tem. It is truly a world imaginedÓ (The

New Republic, March 15, 1999, p. 22).
Internationalism is the belief in the

moral, legal and strategic primacy of inter-
national institutions over mere national
interests. Krauthammer foresees a prob-
lem with enforcement as international
institutions take primacy over national
interests. ÒThe international arena is a
state of nature with no enforcer and no
universally recognized norms. Anarchy is
kept in check, today as always, not by
some hollow bureaucracy on the East
River, but by the will and power of the
Great Powers, and today, in particular, of
the one great superpowerÓ (ibid., p. 22).

Legalism is the belief that the sinews
of stability are laws, treaties and binding
international contracts that can domesti-
cate the international arena. Therefore the
main work of foreign policy is to sign
pieces of parchment. ÒAt root, the idea is
to transcend power politics with a regulat-
ed system of agreements that creates new
norms, obligations, and constraints on the
behavior of otherwise lawless nationsÉ.
But this is hopelessly utopian. The basic
difference between the international sys-
tem and domestic society is that in domes-
tic society there exists a monopoly of the
means of coercion, an enforcer, a sover-
eign. There is generally also a preexisting
community of normsÓ (ibid., p. 23).

James Hirsen, Ph.D., in his book The
Coming CollisionÑGlobal Law vs. U.S.
Liberties, indicates that the intricate web
of international agreements currently
being woven will change existing norms
and affect our personal liberties. ÒBecause
international law activity takes place on
the global stage, it seems very distant from
matters that typically concern most people
in their daily lives. International law gen-
erally manifests itself in the form of
treaties. Most people think that treaties
deal exclusively with relations among
nations. Yet the treaties that are being
crafted by internationalists deal specifical-
ly with some of the most intimate and pri-
vate details of our existence, including
family relationships, public education, and
religious beliefsÓ (1999, p. 9).

Humanitarianism is the belief that the
primary world role of the leading nations
of the world is, to quote Madeleine
Albright upon her swearing-in as ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Òto terminate

the abominable injustices and conditions
that still plague civilization.Ó

In private conduct, altruism is the
ideal. However, for nations living among
aggressive, powerful potential foes it can
be disastrous, Krauthammer says.
ÒNations are not individuals. They live in a
state of nature with no higher authority to
protect them. If they do not protect them-
selves, they die. Ignoring oneÕs interests,
reacting in fits of altruism, is an invitation
to a ruinous squandering of blood and trea-
sureÉ. But what holds the international
arena togetherÑwhat keeps it from degen-
erating into total anarchyÑis not a central
authority, not the phony security of
treaties, and not the best of goodwill
among the nicer nations. What stability we
do enjoy is owed to the overwhelming
power and deterrent threat of a superpow-
er like the United States that defines inter-
national stability as a national interestÓ (op.
cit., The New Republic, p. 25).

A Perfect World?

These ideals are Òdangerously at odds
with the realities of the international sys-
temÓ (ibid., p. 25). Why? Because this
world is a dangerous place, and its nations
are not inclined to set aside their self-inter-
ests in a way that will result in peace.

God has from the very beginning
opposed human efforts to unite into one
global community based on mankindÕs
flawed reasoning (Genesis 11:1Ð9).

One of the main reasons God set up
nation-states by family lines is to avoid the
massive fighting and destruction that
would be the result of man left to his own
devices. Globalism is having the same
effect today as it did thousands of years
ago. ÒIndeed the people are one and they
all have one language, and this is what
they begin to do; now nothing that they
propose to do will be withheld from themÓ
(Genesis 11:6). But God will intervene
before humanity destroys itself. The king-
doms of this world will become the king-
doms of God, Christ and the saints, with
true peace and prosperity (Revelation
11:15; 5:10). In the meantime we need to
be doing the Work of God, watching and
praying so these things will not come
upon us as a thief in the night (Matthew
24:42Ð46). v
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Review of 
The Abolition of Britain

A review of journalist Peter Hitchens’ book, The Abolition of Britain, published by
Quartet Books, London, 1999, 351 pages.

by John Ross Schroeder

eter Hitchens is a journalist and
columnist with 20 years service

on The Daily Express in London. He
has spent the last 20 years plumbing the
soul of Britain. He has found aspects of
the process enormously disappointing.
Especially in the last two decades he
discovered a deep shift in the British
peopleÕs way of life.

Unwelcome Changes in
Family Life

Family life is right at the top of
some very unwelcome changes. Social
activities have shifted dramatically
from the home to the workplace.
Children dress as miniature adults
rather than children. They are more
loyal to peers than their own parents. 

At the time of Sir Winston
ChurchillÕs death in January of 1965,
Ò93% of British marriages, including
ChurchillÕs own, endured to the
grave.Ó  Now the United KingdomÕs
divorce rate leads all of Europe, and
the British easily outdistance their
nearest European rivals in the num-
ber of illegitimate children. Very
questionable distinctions. 

At the time of writing this
review, the press reported a 26-year-
old who is now a grandmother. Her
12-year-old daughter recently gave
birth. Apparently the grandmotherÕs
ex-boyfriend is the father.

The efficacy of the Anglican
Church itself depends upon stable
families and lasting marriages to pass
on its faith and traditions. As one

famous British novelist wrote during
the mid-1930s (quoted by Hitchens):
ÒMaking marriage in any serious
degree unstable, dissoluble, destroys
the permanency of marriage, and the
church falls. Witness the enormous
decline in the Church of England [this
was back in the Õ30sÑa drop in the
bucket when compared to present con-
ditions]. The reason being that the
church is established upon the element
of union in mankindÉ. The marriage-
tie, the marriage-bond, take it which
way you like, is the fundamental link
in Christian society. Break it, and you
will have to go back to the over-
whelming dominance of the State.Ó

The decline of the Anglican
Church has been the subject of many
a crisis-charged meeting within its
own bureaucracy. No official atten-
dance figures have been released
within the last few years. It is greatly
feared that the numbers may have
dropped below one million for the
first time in its long history.
Observers say that some Òcreative
accountingÓ appears to be necessary.

The Decline of Belief in
Britain

It is a well-known fact that belief
in God has been going down in
Britain for a very long time. Peter
Hitchens adds his own comments to
this continuing phenomenon:

ÒCharles DarwinÕs theory of evolu-
tion has provided a popular scientific
theory which allows millions to expel

God from the world. A world without
God meant no punishment for sin, and
therefore no sin. This was an attractive
idea to many, in an age where man
appeared to be about to do everything
and overcome anything.

ÒIf the physical world had limit-
less possibilities, why should human
behaviour be limited by dusty and
unwelcome prescriptions from
ancient times? While the church
absorbed this blow, the bishops lost
their grip on the schools, one of their
few [remaining] strongholds, as the
state began its long and successful
takeover of education.Ó

Anglican Church leaders at the
very highest level continually ques-
tion the most basic beliefs in the
Bible. This increases skepticism in
the public about what the Anglican
Church does believe about the most
basic of Bible teachings.

Peter Hitchens writes intelligent-
ly about many more subjects than
coverage in this short review could
allow: the further threat of devolution
or transfer of governmental power
from London to Scotland and Wales,
the influence of American culture
(good and bad), the decline in sexual
morality, the dumbing-down influ-
ence of television, etc.

The author may not be right
about everything, but his views are
well worth considering given our
own very firm concerns about
sharply declining values and stan-
dards in the Western world (Ezekiel
9:4). v
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Canal Returns to Panama
On December 31, 1999, the United States will formally

hand over total control of the Panama Canal and withdraw its
troops from the canal zone. This is in accordance with the treaty
ratified by the U.S. Senate in 1977.

The canal has been a vital sea link for the United States,
saving military and commercial ships the long trek around Cape
Horn. More than 15 percent of goods imported into and export-
ed out of the U.S. pass through the canal.

A major concern over continued free access to the canal
comes from the fact that Panama has granted a Chinese compa-
ny, Hutchison Whampoa, Ltd., a 25-year concession to operate
the Atlantic and Pacific entrances. Because Hutchison has ties to
the Chinese Communist Party it is feared this important water-
way could come under the control of China. American leaders
fear that U.S. naval ships could be denied access to the canal at
a time of international crisis (Forbes, October 4, 1999).

Austria and Switzerland Move Right
Today left-of-center governments dominate much of

Western and Central Europe. However, there are signs of a
movement towards the far right in certain European states.

Most alarming is the recent emergence of Jorg HaiderÕs
Freedom Party as the second largest political force in the
Austrian legislature. He is known for his pro-Nazi pronounce-
ments and qualified praise of Hitler. More recently, Haider has
been in London trying to silence alarm bells in the West in reac-
tion to his controversial statements about the Third Reich. The
response in Israel was immediate. Jerusalem threatened to sever
diplomatic relations with Austria if Jorg Haider is permitted to
join the coalition government.

Three weeks after Austrian voters had boosted the ultra
right, neighboring Switzerland seems set to follow suit. Polls
show that Christopher BlocherÕs extreme Swiss PeopleÕs Party
is likely to finish second in upcoming elections, which would
place him in a position to play a significant role in a future coali-
tion government. He is known for his highly controversial views
about the Holocaust. 

Perhaps much less serious is the case of Emin Xhinovci, a
fierce fighter with the recently disbanded Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA). He recently opened a bar in Mitrovice, Northern
Kosovo known as the Pizzeria Hitleri complete with a promi-

nent swastika, which French NATO troops promptly removed.
Coupled with his pro-Nazi pronouncements, Xhinovci has
attracted attention by deliberately enhancing his physical like-
ness to Adolph Hitler. Reporters say general reaction by inter-
national authorities has been weak and muted (The Guardian,
Sunday Times, Sunday Telegraph, Independent on Sunday,
Daily Mail, all London).

Jerusalem Should Be Returned,
Says JordanÕs King

BEIRUT (AFP)ÑJerusalem is ÒoccupiedÓ Palestinian land
which should be returned to the Palestinians, JordanÕs King
Abdullah II said in a magazine interview.

ÒJerusalem is for us occupied Palestinian land,Ó said the
king, but without specifying whether he was referring to the city
as a whole or its Arab eastern sector. ÒIt is regarded as the same
as any other occupied Palestinian land and we are backing our
Palestinian brothers to enable them to regain their complete
rights concerning this issue,Ó he said in an interview with the
London-based Lebanese weekly Al-Hawadeth.

JerusalemÕs status is one of the thorniest issues left in the
peace process between Israelis and Palestinians (September 15,
1999: The News Channel).

British FarmingÐÒWorst Crisis
Since the ThirtiesÓ

ÒMillions of animals now worthless.Ó ÒPrices paid to
farmers plummet to all-time lows.Ó ÒNo cash for sheep farm-
ers.Ó These are not scare stories, but stark reality. Such newspa-
per accounts have been around for weeks. British farmers are
losing badly on almost everything they breed or grow. Only
wheat has escaped the general trend.

Income on the farm is said to have plunged 75 percent in
the last three years. Soon hundreds of rural communities could
become ghost towns and the farms transformed into caravan
(trailer) sites and theme parks. 

Overproduction and the cessation of substantial European
Union subsidies are the main culprits. Inevitably farms will be
lost to families. As Nick Read, Head of Rural Stress
Information, recently reported: ÒThe situation is catastrophic
and people who have been around for a long time say that the
only comparison they can make is the thirties.Ó

In Brief...
World News Review
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The possible long-term significance of these recent devel-
opments should not be lost on us. In a future national crisis, a
country may need all of her agricultural lands, particularly if the
nation is subjugated and starving (The Independent, The
Independent on Sunday, Daily Mail, all London).

Poll: Teens Fear Violent Rampages 
NEW YORK (AP)ÑHalf the teenagers in a poll believe a

murderous rampage like the killings at Columbine High School
could happen in their school. However, 45 percent in The New
York Times-CBS News Poll believe increased security made
their school safe. In the nationwide telephone poll of 1,038 13-
to 17-year-olds, 52 percent said they feared a Columbine-style
attack could strike their school, despite added security guards,
cameras and other safety measures taken. 

Yet the poll also found that the measures made the
teenagers feel safer. Overall, 45 percent believed their school
was safe or extremely safe and 42 percent characterized it as
somewhat safe.

Israel Looks to the Skies
While the arguments go back and forth whether or not

IsraelÕs security is threatened by unilateral territorial withdraw-
al from the administered territories and the Golan Heights, one
issue has been studiously glossed over by advocates for territo-
rial concessions: water.

Israel has a water problem. No country can physically exist
without sufficient supply of this most vital liquid, and Israel is
no exception. Located on the fringe of a desert, Israel is almost
wholly dependent on seasonal rainfall for her water supply.
Rarely do Israelis experience rainfall outside of a five-month
winter season from November through March.

Moreover, Israel has a growing population that maintains a
modest level of Western standard of living, where water (for
bathing regularly, drinking freely, etc.) is not considered a luxu-
ry. Nonetheless, it shouldnÕt be assumed that Israeli water con-
sumption is extravagant; by Western standards, it is low. Recent
figures show that Israeli average annual per capita municipal
consumption is less than half of that of domestic consumption
in Southern California, for exampleÑa region with similar cli-
matic conditions (Arutz-7 Net Editor, October 8, 1999).

Back From the Dead
Prehistoric viruses are lying dormant in the polar ice

capsÑand a bout of warm weather could release them into the
atmosphere, sparking new epidemics. This chilling warning fol-
lows the discovery, for the first time, of an ancient virus in Arctic
ice. The virus, found deep within the Greenland ice pack, is
known as a tomato mosaic tobamovirus (ToMV), a common
plant pathogen. The discovery suggests that other viruses, such
as ancient strains of flu, polio and smallpox, may also be

entombed and could make a comeback. ÒWe donÕt know the
survival rate, or how often they get back into the environment.
But it certainly is possible,Ó says Tom Starmer of Syracuse
University in New York. 

StarmerÕs colleagues Scott Rogers and John Castello had
earlier found ToMV in clouds and fog. The virus can survive in
such environments because it belongs to a family with particu-
larly tough protein coats. ÒSince itÕs widespread, moves in the
atmosphere and is very stable, we deduced that we would find
it in the Arctic ice,Ó says Rogers. The team says that a brief rise
in temperature could unleash the entombed viruses. ÒThe ice is
melting constantly around the poles,Ó says Rogers. If released,
they could cause outbreaks of disease (New Scientist, by Matt
Walker, September 4, 1999).

Diseases Find Easy Pathways Into U.S.
NEW YORKÑA virus from Africa strikes humans and

birds in New York. A microbe common in the Caribbean caus-
es dengue fever in the U.S. And that well-known tropical par-
adise, Minnesota, reports an increasing number of malaria
cases. More than ever, public health experts say, the increase in
international trade and travel is giving germs far easier means to
hop halfway around the world, hitching rides in unsuspecting
travelers. These travelers may not get sick until after they have
returned home and exposed others to a disease that local doctors
have difficulty diagnosing because theyÕve never seen it before.

ÒIn terms of microbes, borders are irrelevant, but theyÕre
more irrelevant than ever,Ó said Dr. Steve Ostroff, acting deputy
director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
ÒThings and people move from one country to another with a
speed and frequency never before seen, and thatÕs a trend that is
just going to continueÓ (Chicago Tribune, by Stevenson
Swanson, October 7, 1999).

APEC, East Timor and the New
Asian Reality

The Asia Pacific Economic Forum (APEC) had more
important things than economics on the table. Peacekeeping for
East Timor, the stability of Indonesia and security for critical
sea lanes, the China-Taiwan crisis and North Korea missile tests
are all key issues. Economics havenÕt disappeared, but they
have been overshadowed by politico-military issues.

The stunning fact is that where Africa has the Organization
of African Unity, Asia has no regional security framework. Asia
fantasized that they would never need one, that perpetual eco-
nomic growth would keep politico-military uncertainty at bay.
Asia has hit reality at APEC. Asia is a normal part of the world.
The only number Asia used to care about was the growth rate.
Now APEC has to focus on another number: the casualty rate
(Stratfor.com, September 13, 1999).

Contributors: Peter Eddington, Darris McNeely, Cecil
Maranville, John Ross Schroeder
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Meet ÒShort but OldÓ

The story continues by spotlighting the plight of
Abibu Gandoh. During his eight months in rebel captivi-
ty, he learned how to assemble, dismantle and shoot an
AK-47 assault rifle. Nicknamed ÒShort but Old,Ó the illit-
erate 10-year-old was kidnapped from his home and
forced to lug ammunition to the front and fight. To numb
his nerves, he was given marijuana and hard liquor before
each attack.

Young Abibu recounts, ÒSometimes we would kill
some soldiers or capture their weapons.Ó Remember, heÕs
only 10 years old! His diet consisted of dog meat soup,
wild snails and snakes, which most likely contributed to
his bout with intestinal worms. The same rebels who
killed his parents turned him into their pawn to do their
bidding.

ÒIn terms of child-soldiering, Sierra Leone is among
the worst,Ó said Olara Otunnu,
U.N. special representative for
children and armed conflict,
after a recent visit to the nation.
While some children, like
David, volunteered to join the
insurrection, others were kid-
napped by rebels and forced to
fight, kill and commit atrocities. 

Last January alone, about
3,000 youngsters between the
ages of 5 and 18 were reported
missing during a rebel offensive
against Freetown, the capital.
Human rights officials maintain
the children were kidnapped.
Imagine these modern day Pied
Pipers leading children off, not
with flutes full of promises, but
with machine guns full of terror.

We in the West are reared with such literature as
David Copperfield and Anthony Adverse. But such
Dickensian classics illustrating the grime, grit and woe of
children during BritainÕs industrial revolution of the mid-
1800s take a back seat to this outright demolition of the
human spirit. These children were not simply hauling
coal, but hauling bodies! ItÕs both a crime against human-
ity and a sin against God. 

The words of Christ keep ringing in my ears.
ÒWhoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth
of the sea. Woe to the world because of offenses! For
offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the
offense comes!Ó (Matthew 18:6Ð7). 

Make no mistake and consider deeply. God does not
take lightly the mistreatment of children.

They Have a ÒLot of BaggageÓ

Long ago, philosopher Edmund Burke stated, ÒWar
never leaves, where it finds a nation.Ó Simmons verifies
that timeless sentiment by reporting, ÒThe war in Sierra
Leone is over for now, but thousands of civilians suffered
brutal amputations as the rebels spread their terror. The
future remains perilous. The just announced peace pact
presented by the new administration addresses the special
needs of child combatants as it tackles disarmament,
demobilization and re-integration. Weaning child sol-
diers, who committed some of the warÕs worst atrocities,
from a diet of indiscipline and violence and bringing them
back into society is one of Sierra LeoneÕs most difficult
and pressing challenges.Ó 

Regarding the re-integration of children warriors,
social worker Roisin De Burca soberly observed that Òthe

child that left is not the
child whoÕs coming
back. They have a lot of
baggage. Just saying,
Ôwelcome backÕ is not
enough.Ó 

What is to be done?
Reporter Simmons fills
in the details.

The Precious Key
of Education

The people of Sierra
Leone believe that edu-
cation is the key!
Kingsley Amaning, a
representative of the
U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees,

warned, ÒMany of these young people have lost the sense
of the meaning of life.Ó

Arthur Tucker, a local social worker who counsels
David and scores of others, echoed AmaningÕs concerns.
ÒThere is going to be so much trouble in Sierra Leone if
these boys are not taken care of.É We need to get them to
do something immediately.Ó 

These officials may not know that they are imple-
menting a powerful biblical principle. ÒDo not be over-
come by evil, but overcome evil with goodÓ (Romans
12:21). God does not operate in a Òvacuum of inactionÓ
and neither can nations or individuals. Remember the old
childhood chant of Òout goes the bad air, in goes the
good.Ó Choking on the foul air of civil war, Sierra Leone
is striving to do just that.

ÒWAR,Ó (Continued from page 16)

Child amputees at Netland Hospital in Sierra Leone.
Photo by U.S. Embassy staff
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The countryÕs infrastructure is a shambles. Education
is a privilege. Employment is a luxury, even for adults.
Local observers believe that education is key to saving
their Òlost young souls.Ó

Simmons mentions the thoughts and frustrations of
Paul Kamara, editor of For Di People, a Freetown daily,
who tells it like it is. ÒThe youth have been marginalized
by successive governments. Education has been a privi-
lege, not a right, and this created a youth body who,
because they were illiterate, have been used on both sides
of the divide.Ó 

Under terms of the new peace agreement, the new
government is obliged to pro-
vide at least nine years of free
and compulsory education.

Where Does the
Cleanup Really Begin?

The same U.N. agency that
offers counseling, education
and training in social skills, has
encouraged the practice of tra-
ditional cleansing rituals to
absolve the children of crimes.
In reading this, while recogniz-
ing the sincerity of local cus-
toms, I had to ask the big ques-
tion: ÒHow much will the water
really scrub away?Ó 

The great Russian author
Tolstoy long ago made an
astute observation. He said,
ÒDrain the blood from menÕs
veins and put water in instead, and there will be no more
war.Ó He recognized that the problem lies deep within the
nature of man! 

Your Bible recognizes this as well. James 4:1Ð2 pin-
points the source of the problem. ÒWhere do wars and
fights come from among you? Do they not come from
your desires for pleasure that war in your members? You
lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot
obtain. You fight and war.Ó

James was just amplifying what Christ had initially
taught His disciples. The Jewish religious community of
His day was also sincerely involved in traditional scrub-
bings and cleansings. The object lesson this time was over
utensils such as pitchers and cups. A lot of energy and
time and, yes, education was devoted to this tradition-
laden practice. 

Concluding His lesson in Mark 7:21Ð23, Christ bold-
ly proclaimed, ÒFor from within, out of the heart of men,
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil

things come from within and defile a man.Ó Surface
cleaning is simply not enough.

Why Always the Children?

Robert E. Lee, the American Civil War general, once
said upon viewing the carnage of the previous dayÕs bat-
tle, ÒIt is well that war is so horrible, lest we should grow
fond of it.Ó Consider Isaiah 4:1, ÒAnd in that day seven
women shall take hold of one man, saying, ÔWe will eat
our own food and wear our own apparel; only let us be
called by your name, to take away our reproach.ÕÓ This

verse indicates that in the
future there could be a devas-
tating shortage of adult men,
whether through war, famine or
pestilence. Who will take their
place on the front lines? Could
it be the children?

Beyond this time of woe,
the good news is found in
Isaiah 2:3Ð4. A marvelous
training facility will draw peo-
ple from around the world. An
academy for world peace! An
institution for human survival!
Not a West Point, or a
Sandhurst, or a jungle barracks
in some far-off country. People
are going to be Òtrained in
peace.Ó I truly believe there is
going to be a disproportionate-
ly large number of children
among them. 

Are you preparing and planning, now, like the citi-
zens of Sierra Leone? Another Sgt. David Samai and
another ÒShort but Old,Ó and countless others like them,
will say, ÒÔCome, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us
His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.ÕÉ Neither
shall they learn war anymore.Ó

Meanwhile, a young lad in Sierra Leone named
David, who for such a long time was bored and could only
think of returning to Òthe bush,Ó is now considering voca-
tional car repair training. And the young man nicknamed
ÒShort but Old,Ó whose mother named him Abibu, is con-
sidering becoming a mechanical engineer one day. For
now, especially after a civil war, there are more than a
few cars to repair and a nation to rebuild. 

In their own way the people of Sierra Leone, includ-
ing David and Abibu, say to us: ÒThis is the way. WeÕve
got to start somewhere, somehow, and our time is now.Ó
To the reading audience, our time is also now. Maybe we
just need to be reminded of it. By the way, ÒDo you know
where your child is tonight?Ó v

Sierra Leonean refugees waiting for transport
to a refugee camp after walking to Guinea.

Photo by Bill Christopher, U.S. Department of
State, Bureau of Refugees
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arents are often confronted with the attention-
grabbing question, ÒDo you know where your

child is tonight?Ó Normally, this question is raised to
shock or jolt parents into remembering their responsi-
bilities. But tonight there are many parents around this
globe who will not be able to answer that penetrating
question. They simply donÕt know the location of their
children because of the ravages of war. This month I
want to share with you the very real and heart-rending
dilemma of little boys in a small country with big prob-
lems. This faraway tragedy has very near and dear con-
sequences for every Christian.

These young and precious lives came to light in the
article ÒSaving Sierra LeoneÕs Ex-Child SoldiersÓ in
the Los Angeles Times October 18, 1999. Times staff
writer Ann M. Simmons paints a sobering picture of
how children were Òused upÓ by adults in the midst of
a civil war and how a devastated society is trying to
rehabilitate these ÒveteransÓ of warÑthe best they
know how.

Meet Sergeant David Samai

Simmons sets a tone of understanding by writing:

ÒThe crackle of gunfire, the pride of being in charge,
the experience of attacking a village and being allowed
to keep some of the spoils. This is what used to give
David Samai a thrill. He ran away from home at age 12
to join forces fighting to overthrow the government of
Sierra Leone. By the time he was 14 he had been pro-
moted to sergeant, primarily in charge of other young
combatants and fighting alongside some of the tough-
est, most notorious rebel commanders in one of
AfricaÕs cruelest conflicts.Ó 

DavidÕs reaction? ÒÔIt was fun to be in the bush,Õ
recalled the scrawny, deceptively reserved teenager
with deep-set eyes, now unhappy living with his adop-
tive parents. ÔI liked being a sergeant.ÕÓ

Sgt. David, as he was popularly known, is among
thousands of children who either volunteered or were
forced to join the ranks of the rebel army during this
West African nationÕs eight-year civil war. But this por-
trait stretches far beyond the framework of one person
or country. The United Nations says about 300,000
children under age 18 are serving as regular soldiers,
guerrilla fighters, scouts, laborers, human shields and
sex slaves in conflicts raging in over 50 countries.

This Is the Way...

“Neither Shall They
Learn War Anymore”

by Robin Webber

(See ÒWAR,Ó page 14)
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