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The next issue of New
Beginnings is scheduled to be
published on Monday, July 13,
1998, dependent on the successful
move of the home office about
that time.

by Robert Dick

Some things in life make us stop
and think more deeply than others. Just
before writing this column I officiated at
a graveside service for the father of one
of our members. I have lost count of the
number of funerals I have conducted, but
for me, this one was a first. The family
asked permission to remain graveside
until the coffin was
lowered and the grave
filled.

We stood but a
short distance from
the open grave as the
casket was lowered
into the vault, the lid
put in place, the grave
filled, and the sods of
grass tamped down
level with the sur-
rounding lawn. There
was a sense of finality
to the experience, not
felt in the quiet, plush
surroundings of a
funeral home.

Though we knew
the answers, the silent rolling green of
this hundred-year-old cemetery brought
back the questions once again, ÒWhat is
life all about?Ó ÒWhy are we here?Ó
ÒWhere are we going?Ó

During the earlier service I read
from Job 14:14 and 19:27, from 1
Corinthians 15, Revelation 21 and else-
where. Some understood, others stood
respectfully and listened.

In the mid 1950s I first saw a rather
plain little pamphlet, black stripes run-
ning top to bottom, and the simple title,
ÒWhy Were You Born?Ó It contained the
answersÑanswers hidden from genera-
tions of our ancestors. Why didnÕt we
understand these simple yet profound
truths? Why had we been ensnared by
myths and fables about life and death and
the hereafter? Our only answer is that
God had not chosen to lift the blindness

from our eyes until
He chose to call us.

For most of us, that
call came several
years ago. Other
truths were added as
we studied. Doctrines
were learned, prophe-
cies were taught and
practices were incor-
porated into our daily
lives. With the pas-
sage of time, I canÕt
help but wonder if the
answers contained in
that little book have
been forgotten by
some.

Every single human
who has ever lived was placed here so he
would have an opportunity to one day be
a part of the very family of God for all
eternity. The time of calling is not the
same for all, but the opportunity to be a
son of God is.

Why were we made of corruptible
flesh, to live a mortal life for Òthreescore
and tenÓ? 

To build character. To choose

Taking Time to 
Consider Your Calling 

Every single human
who has ever lived was

placed here so he
would have an oppor-
tunity to one day be a
part of the very family
of God for all eternity.
The time of calling is
not the same for all,

but the opportunity to
be a son of God is.



between right and wrong, just as did
Adam and Eve and all who came after.
The words of God spoken to Israel in the
wilderness speak to the desire of God. ÒI
call heaven and earth as witnesses
today against you, that I have set before
you life and death, blessing and curs-
ing; therefore choose life, that both you
and your descendants may liveÓ
(Deuteronomy 30:19).

Herbert Armstrong had a way of
reminding everyone that he stuck with
the trunk of the tree. He also had a way
of questioning aloud whether we were
getting it. Time has
proven sadly that
many didnÕt. My nar-
rower concern is
about those who are
members of the
United Church of
God, or readers of
New Beginnings. Did
we Òget itÓ?

TodayÕs burning
issues revolve around
how to preach the
gospel, governance,
end-time prophecy
and the nearness of
ChristÕs return. The debate is endless and
oftentimes fruitless. As I stood looking
across the hushed cemetery at a majestic
century-old hardwood tree, whose roots
had spread to envelope the nearby
graves, I couldnÕt help but come back to
the original question and its relatively
few answers.

Regardless of how soon the prophe-
cies of Matthew 24 come to pass, the
central admonition to those called in
each century since the Olivet Prophecy
was uttered is contained in one simple
comment, ÒBlessed is that servant whom

his master, when he comes, will find so
doingÓ(Matthew 24:46).

The most rambunctious of the disci-
ples and possibly the most self-willed,
following his full conversion, wrote two
beautiful books on governance. Not the
much-debated issue of governance
styles, but the more critical subject of
whether we are governable (1 Peter, 2
Peter).

Jesus Christ, while both showing
and telling His disciples how to preach
the gospel, also reminded them in para-
ble, instruction, exhortation and warning,

that unless they lived
their calling their
preaching was in
vain. 

Paul, an apostle
who described him-
self as one called out
of season, eloquently
repeated these same
truths. The faith to
move mountains,
eyes that can see the
fulfillment of prophe-
cy and zeal that
would die for the
cause were all

described as useless without the practice
of godly love (1 Corinthians 13:2-3).

We now sit between the Holy Days
that remind us that we were called,
spared the consequences of our sins by
the death of Christ and set on a course of
righteousness, and the Holy Day that
proclaims us the firstfruits of GodÕs fam-
ily. DonÕt wait for the sobering setting of
a quiet cemetery and a freshly filled
grave to revisit the simple question
ÒWhy were you born?Ó Stop and take
time to reconsider your commitment to
the course God has set before us. NBNB
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Don’t wait for the
sobering setting of a
quiet cemetery and a
freshly filled grave to

revisit the simple ques-
tion “Why were you

born?”

Communication From the 
Council and the Home Office

In our desire for open communication with all the brethren, over the past two
months weekly reports have been given via cc:Mail to all elders who are on line. 

Copies are reproduced locally and provided to all. If none are received in your
area be sure to ask your pastor for copies or call or write to the home office. 

The Council of Elders and the home office management intend to keep you
informed.

Richard Pinelli



Production Is a 
Team Effort

With lesson one printed, lesson two
about to go to press and future lessons
under development, the Bible Study
Course is well under way. It has truly
been a team effort, with many ministers
and Church members involved.

The mission of the Bible Study
Course is to provide its students with a
foundation in biblical knowledge and
understanding to help them build a spiri-
tual relationship with God the Father,
Jesus Christ and fellow man through His
eternal Word.

Pulling the Team Together

Planning for the Bible Study Course
(BSC) began in December of 1996.
Current BSC Development Team mem-
bers are Scott Ashley, Peter Eddington,
Roger Foster, Darris McNeely, David
Register (team chairman), John Ross
Schroeder (BSC author) and Robin
Webber. An additional list of 12 volun-
teers, mainly church members with edi-
torial and writing backgrounds, serve as
advisors to the team. The Course also
draws upon the talents of our regular
publication editors, the doctrine review
team and graphics consultants.

John Ross Schroeder was selected
to manage the BSC and be the primary
author because of his experience work-
ing on the correspondence course of
the past. Many writers and contribu-
tors will assist John in pulling together
a significant amount of material into
12 main-lesson subjects. Each lesson
will be about 16 pages, allowing it to
fit into the expanded section of the
Good News magazine wherever possi-
ble. The course will eventually be for-
matted in such a way that it can be pre-
sented on the Internet in an interactive
manner.

Ideas for the topics of the course
were discussed at length. Roger Foster
had done much preliminary work to
develop the topics and his thoughts were

used as a basis for the discussion. The
proposed lesson outline is as follows:

1. Why the Bible Is the Word of God
2. The Word of God: The Foundation of

Knowledge
3. MankindÕs Incredible Destiny
4. Why Human Suffering?
5. Who Will Save This World?
6. What Is the True Gospel?
7. How God Relates to Man
8. Building Your Relationship With God
9. Conversion: A Newness of Life
10. Developing Spiritual Maturity
11. What Is GodÕs Church?
12. Prophecy: A Message of Hope!

The team was very encouraged by the
progress made on the first attempt to cate-
gorize the topics. Even though they deter-
mined that they would not force them-
selves into any preset number of lessons
for a fundamental course, the subjects that
were felt to be needed to cover a basic
understanding of the Scriptures fell nicely
into twelve main lessons. These were pre-
sented to the Education Committee of the
Council for their input and approval. We
realize some modification of these lessons
may occur as the text is completed for
each lesson

The Publishing Schedule
.

The lessons will appear in future
expanded editions of the GN and we are
seeking input from elders and members
for improving the BSC. In this way we
will be able to improve the BSC for its
final format of stand-alone lessons. The
stand-alone BSC lessons will be printed as
budget allows. We estimate it will cost
between $5,000 and $7,000 to print each
stand-alone lesson.

Lesson one was made available on
our Web page. A total of 1,900 viewers
have taken a look at our lesson, and 540 of
these people actually completed reading
the course to the end. A survey of lesson
one was conducted on the Internet at the
ChurchÕs Web page. Most respondents
were from the United States, but we also
had completed surveys come from

Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom
and India. Following are some of their
comments:

Comments From Our Students

¥ It was all helpful... even when it touch-
es on what I have read before, the insight-
ful and clear explanations as well as the
additional cross-references were invalu-
able.
¥ This is a good idea to have this lesson
on the Internet. Many teenagers will go
over it here rather than call or write for it.
¥ I was very happy to see the Bible Study
Course on your site and pray that you will
continue. This first lesson was superb!
¥ Lesson two I thoroughly enjoyed.
Again it is a little heavy on secular quotes,
but if you are slanting these lessons more
toward the world, perhaps that is necessary
to maintain interest.
¥ The Bible Study Course is beautifully
done. There is no question as to the tremen-
dous amount of work that has gone into
lessons one and two. The resource material
is excellent, well researched, and well pre-
sented, and the format can be a valuable
asset to the new student of biblical knowl-
edge and understanding. 

In reading through lesson one, and
what we have developed thus far, of lesson
two, it became very clear to me that a per-
son could read an entire lesson of this
courseÑin fact I didÑand get answers to
all of the questions without opening his
Bible. The format we are using is basically
the same as that of the old Correspondence
CourseÑa course that was exceptionally
successful in teaching tens of thousands
how to study and understand their BiblesÑ
with the exception that we donÕt make the
student look up the Biblical references.
¥ What we are presenting is very valu-
able and interesting information. But how
much commitment will it inspire in a stu-
dent who has put very little effort in search-
ing through his own Bible for answers to its
most vital questions? 
¥ I believe it will be effective as a tool
for new contacts to also learn and under-
stand more about GodÕs Word. 
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(See ÒBIBLE STUDY,Ó page 8)
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Wanted: People Who
Have the Heart to

Rebuild

by Cecil E. Maranville

Calamity can be a friend. When
tragedies of whatever scale, disease or
natural disaster, devastate a family or a
nation, careful rebuilding can make
things better than before. Yet it is hard
to feel positive about the future when
you have to pick up the pieces and build
your life or your house again.

The most serious damage done by
the awesome forces that assault our
bodies or our homes is that damage
done to our spirits. These are the times
when people need to know how their
emotional infrastructure can be rebuilt.
Rebuilding is a main theme of many
kingdom prophecies. God spoke
through all His holy prophets of the
rebuilding to come. One of those mes-
sages is found in Isaiah 61:4: ÒAnd they
shall rebuild the old ruins, they shall
raise up the former desolations, and
they shall repair the ruined cities, the
desolations of many generations.Ó 

We see though, from the preceding
verses of the chapter, that rebuilding
goes beyond the reconstruction of
cities: ÒThe Spirit of the Lord GOD is
upon Me, because the LORD has anoint-
ed Me to preach good tidings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the bro-
kenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison
to those who are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the LORD, and the
day of vengeance of our God; to com-
fort all who mourn, to console those
who mourn in Zion, to give them beau-
ty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of
heaviness; that they may be called trees
of righteousness, the planting of the
LORD, that He may be glorifiedÓ (vers-
es 1Ð3). 

There must be a rebuilding of the
heart or spirit before there can be, or as

part of, the rebuilding of ruined struc-
tures.

Amos also wrote of the rebuilding
to come: ÒThey shall build the waste
cities and inhabit themÓ (Amos 9:14).

Rebuilding the Infrastructure

What has to be rebuilt? The
answers to these questions will help us
understand the future kingdom, how we
are being prepared for it, and will give
us some direction for our lives in the
coming years.

One of the first items that must be
rebuilt after a disaster is the infrastruc-
ture, which is the means to transport
supplies essential to life as well as those

materials necessary to rebuild. Two of
the most basic elements of an infra-
structure are highways and communica-
tions. 

Both are found in the kingdom
prophecies. For instance, in Isaiah
40:3Ð4: ÒThe voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ÔPrepare the way of the
LORD; make straight in the desert a
highway for our God. Every valley
shall be exalted and every mountain and
hill brought low; the crooked places
shall be made straight and the rough
places smooth.ÕÓ

Removing All Obstacles

LetÕs concentrate our thoughts first
on a highway. Highways are necessary
for the free flow of traffic. Rebuilding a
highway requires then, the removal of

obstacles which prevent that free flow. 
Obstacles might be objects as small

as rocks which can be removed by bull-
dozers. Or they might be mountains that
have holes blasted in them so that traf-
fic can go through. Breaks in the road
might be holes small enough that they
can be filled in with patching material.
Or they might be canyons or rivers so
great that bridges have to be construct-
ed over them. Sometimes embankments
are needed across valleys, or mountains
leveled, to ensure a road goes through.

Verse 5 of Isaiah 40 indicates to us
that there is a spiritual element to this
highway: ÒThe glory of the LORD shall
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together; for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.ÕÓ The revelation of GodÕs glory
so humans can see or understand does-
nÕt refer to a physical highway, but
rather to a Òhighway of the mind.Ó
Many thoughts must flow freely
between God and His people, but some
of the first ones include hope and trust
in God.

Communication Between 
God and Man

The prophet Malachi foretold the
rebuilding of this communication
highway. ÒBehold, I send My messen-
ger, and he will prepare the way before
MeÓ (Malachi 3:1). In Matthew 3:1Ð3,
Matthew wrote that John the Baptist
took up this prophesied work: ÒIn
those days John the Baptist came
preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
and saying, ÔRepent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand!Õ For this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah, saying: ÔThe voice of one cry-
ing in the wilderness: ÒPrepare the way
of the LORD; make His paths
straight.ÓÕÓ

People have lost contact with God.
There are untold obstacles in the way
of the free flow of thoughts to and
from Him. Isaiah 59:1Ð2 says: ÒBehold
the LordÕs hand is not shortened that it
cannot save; nor is His ear heavy, that
it cannot hear. But your iniquities have

4
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Rebuilding a 
highway requires the
removal of obstacles

which prevent the free
flow of traffic.
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separated you from your God; and
your sins have hidden His face from
you, so that He will not hear.Ó

Some of those spiritual obstacles

are like rocks, small enough that they
can be pushed aside, while others are
of such size that, like mountains, they

cannot be removed without calculated
force. Some are like small holes which
can be patched with strong material,
while others are like yawning chasms

which can be spanned only with care-
ful engineering. 

Jesus spoke of this spiritual

rebuilding (Luke 4:17Ð21), and also
quoting from Isaiah 61, He announced
that what Isaiah had predicted was His
responsibility, to make a way to free us
from obstacles that block our connec-
tion to God. The gospel of the kingdom
is a message of restoring that way.

Jesus is now in the process of
building His Church (Matthew 16:18).
Through His Spirit we can have sin and
its damage removed so that we may
have free flowing communication with
God the Father. This message of Isaiah
is one of reconstruction of a hope and
trust in God in our hearts now, not just
that of the hearts of others in the future.

5

Throw Off the 
Weight

by Steve Myers 
(from an idea in Leadership Journal)

The novel Mysterious Island by
Jules Verne tells the story of five men
who escape a Civil War prison camp
by hijacking a hot air balloon. As they
rise into the air, they realize the wind
is carrying them toward the ocean.
They watch as their homeland disap-
pears over the horizon. They wonder
how long can the balloon stay aloft?

Hours pass by and the balloon
starts to descend closer and closer to
the ocean. There is no way to heat
the air in the balloon so they decide
to cast overboard some of the
weight. They reluctantly discard
shoes, coats and weapons and feel
their balloon riseÑbut only tem-
porarily. The unsettled aviators soon
find themselves again getting dan-
gerously close to the waves. Now
they decide to toss their food over-
board. They know itÕs better to be
high and hungry than to drown on a
full belly!

Unfortunately, this too is only a
short-lived solution, and the balloon
once again threatens to dump the
men in the sea. What can they do?
One has an idea. They can cut away

the basket beneath them, tie the
ropes together and sit on them. 

As they disconnect the basket,
the very thing that they had been
standing on, it drops into the ocean
and the balloon rises. But soon the
balloon again starts to descend dan-
gerously near the water. At their
final moment of despair, however,
one man spots land! Not a moment
too soon! As they approach the
shore, the balloon now bumping
across the waves, the men are so
excited they jump into the water and
swim to the welcoming beach.

In this story the five were spared
because they were able to let go of
what would prevent them staying
alive. Of course, all analogies break
down taken too far, and the men,
seeing that their lives could soon
end, could gladly throw away real
necessities which, if they didnÕt
drown, they would quickly need for
survival anyway. 

In our case, we understand that
we need to realize what the spiritual
necessities in our lives are: Hebrews
12:1, 3: ÒTherefore we also, since
we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set
before us. For consider Him who
endured such hostility from sinners
against Himself, lest you become

weary and discouraged in your
souls.Ó

LetÕs determine to throw off all
that hinders us. LetÕs resolve to
allow God to show us the spiritual
necessities.

Yes, we may end up going
places we donÕt expect to, but we
can count on the fact that God wonÕt
let us down. ItÕs a promise! Jesus
Christ was made perfect and ÒHe
became the author of eternal salva-
tion to all them who obey himÓ
(Hebrews 5:9). God has not offered
us short lived solutions. Human
answers will not work in our lives.
We should be continually thankful
for the spiritual solution that God
offers us through His tremendous
plan of salvation.

I really appreciate what Paul wrote
in 2 Corinthians 6:7: ÒTherefore, hav-
ing these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness
in the fear of God.Ó

ItÕs a wonderful destination that
God has called us to seek. LetÕs con-
tinue to look over the horizon and
past the trials behind us, and before
us, to that better world coming.

¥ Steve Myers pastors the Austin
and Mankato, Minnesota, and La
Crosse, Wisconsin, congregations.
He and his wife Kath� live in
Rochester, Minnesota.

Some of those spiritual obstacles are like rocks,
small enough that they can be pushed aside, while
others are of such size that, like mountains, they

cannot be removed without calculated force. 

(See ÒREBUILD,Ó page 6)



Video available on Web page
ÒBoth last week and this week

we were thrilled to play the stream-
ing videos from your site. I think
this will be a great tool to help many
of those who may not be able to get
to services, and to those who just
like to soak in as many sermons as
they can!

ÒWe are members of the
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, congre-
gation and are very thankful for all
the info that we can absorb to help
us to be better Christians in our
everyday walk through this life.

ÒThanks for adding this tech-
nology to your site! Keep up the
good work.Ó

Internet, Pennsylvania

Bible Study Course
ÒThe entire presentation of the first

two lessons has been superb; it would
do the Church very well to keep these
same writers for future Bible study
courses. These writers are very, very
effective. 

ÒThey are very balanced, while
they are not afraid to Òtell it like it is,Ó
and they are tactful when appropriate.
You couldnÕt ask for more competent
writers: they have not only a thorough
grasp of the Bible, but also an effective
way of expressing its true meaning.
Keep up the fine work!Ó

Internet

EditorÕs Note: The letters in this sec-
tion may be edited for length and
clarity.
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The Vision of Our Calling

Can we capture the vision of
what God is doing in us, and wel-
come the rebuilding process? Think
of the calling of God as a sign
which reads: ÒWanted: People Who
Have The Heart to Rebuild.Ó

How inspiring it is to witness a
cross-section of all ages and types
of people pulling together to
rebuild after a natural disaster.
Similarly, we too need all those in
our church to have a heart to
rebuild. Young people, because of
their natural enthusiasm and their
love for a challenge, can ignite
vision and passion in the hearts of
the disheartened. Older people,
because of their experience in
rebuilding and having had their
hearts strengthened through pain,
can inspire patience and persistence
in the demoralized.

I hope you can see how these
rebuilding prophecies can unfold in
the coming kingdom. I hope you

have a clearer picture of how we
are being prepared for it.

We have been called by God to
a work of restoration, foretold by
the prophets, joined by John the
Baptist, begun in earnest by Christ
and continued in the early Church.
The work includes building a high-
way showing people the way to
God. The first ÒvehiclesÓ to move
along that highway are hope and
trust in God. Once they are restored,
other aspects of His kingdom can be
rebuilt. The obstacles of sin and
unchecked human nature can be
pushed aside or blasted away by the
power of God. Gaps or holes left by
sin can be filled with right ways.

LetÕs pray for the heart to
rebuild. LetÕs be about living and
preaching the gospel of the king-
dom so that the way is prepared for
others. In doing so, we are part of
GodÕs restoration work. NBNB

¥ Cecil Maranville and his wife
Gale live in Phoenix Arizona. He
is an elder in the Phoenix
Northwest congregation.
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WhatÕs New 
on the Web?

¥ Spanish Las fiestas santas de
Dios booklet now available in PDF
format

http://www.ucg.org/html/
espa_ol.shtml

¥ Council of Elders reports for
April 22Ð29, 1998, in Monrovia,
California

http://www.ucg.org/html/
literat.shtml

¥ May/June, 1998, Las Buenas
Noticias

http://www.ucg.org/html/
espa_ol.shtml

¥ NEW!! Using RealMedia Player,
watch streaming video of selected
sermons, including messages by
Gary Antion, Dennis Luker, Les
McCullough and Don Ward

http://www.ucg.org/RealAud/
Sermons.shtml

¥ April 6, 1998, Nuevos
Comienzos

http://www.ucg.org/html/
espa_ol.shtml

¥ May/June 1998 Good News
magazine 

http://www.ucg.org/html/
literat.shtml

¥ Lesson Two, Bible Study
Course)

http://www.ucg.org/html/
literat.shtml

If you have any questions or
comments, please contact:

webmaster@ucg.org

LettersÉ

ÒREBUILDÓ (Continued from page 5)
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Tampa Bay, Florida,
Singles Activity:
Fun in the Sun

The singles of the Tampa Bay area
welcome all singles to a weekend of fun in
the sun on July 3, 4, and 5, 1998.

Events will include: shelling, a mini
cruise, parasailing, wave running, beach
volleyball, a picnic, an evening dance, and
an open forum on Christian living.

Some accommodation for those who
would like to stay with brethren will be
available.

Motel reservations require an advance
deposit of $100. Extra costs would include
travel and hotel/motel, local transportation,
meals, and miscellaneous items.

Those interested in attending this
exciting weekend, please contact:

Mike Johnson
8110 Macoma Drive NE
St. Petersburg, FL. 33702
Phone (813) 570-9339

Please call for more information
between 10 and 11 a.m. EST on Sundays.

Arthur Suckling

Evening of Variety in
Phoenix East

The Phoenix East, Arizona, con-
gregation would like to share a report
about an evening enjoyed by all on
February 28, 1998.

The Sabbath concluded with a pot-
luck dinner, and then a long anticipat-
ed talent show entertained the congre-
gation. There were songs from the very
youngest of our children to our senior
members, musical instrument perfor-
mances, a dance routine, and a skit that
brought laughter to the audience. 

Indeed, the show had something
for everyone to enjoy as exhibits show-
cased the many talents of the congre-
gation. There were exhibits of draw-
ings, paintings, sculptures, needle-
work, photography and computer
graphics. This perfect evening ended

with an old fashioned ice cream social.
Davalee Siders

Member Receives 
Cal-State Award

Susan Demarest, a member of the
Eagle Rock, California, congregation,
was recently named Ò1997 Graduate
Student of the YearÓ by California State
University Los Angeles. 

The award was presented to Susan
because she maintained a 4.0 grade point
average throughout her graduate degree
course work, and because of her service
to the university, the community and her
church. 

At the honors ceremony in March,
she received her award along with per-
sonal commendations from the governor
of California, Pete Wilson, and the mayor
of Los Angeles, Richard Riordan. Susan
is a registered dietitian who will be grad-
uating with her masters of Nutritional
Science degree in May.

Local Church UpdatesÉ

United Church of God
Colorado Young Adults 
Leadership Weekend

The United Church of God will be sponsoring its first
educational and social weekend for the young adults of the
Church in December of this year. This extended weekend
will be open to young adults from ages 18 (senior in high
school) to the thirties. (Note: Òyoung adultsÓ includes young
married adults.) This activity is being sponsored during the
winter break period for most schools and colleges, to allow
participation from our college-age young adults.

ACTIVITY SCHEDULE: This event will be held at the
YMCA of the Rockies, Snow Mountain Ranch, near Winter
Park, Colorado.

The weekend will begin on Friday afternoon,
December 18, and go through Tuesday, December 22. 

The program will include educational seminars, plus
opportunities for skiing, sledding, ice-skating, swimming,
basketball and volleyball.

Departure will be during the daytime of the 22nd. 

TRANSPORTATION: Snow Mountain Ranch is located
about 100 miles west of Denver, Colorado. Those flying
into Denver will have access to shuttle service to Winter
Park.

HOUSING: The Pinewood Lodge has been booked at
Snow Mountain Ranch. The lodge rooms are priced for four
people to a room with private bath. Meals are served in the
beautiful new dining lodge and are all-you-can eat buffets.

COST: The cost for the entire weekend (meals, housing
and use of some of the recreational activities) will be
approximately $185 per person. For those interested, alpine
skiing, cross-country skiing and snowshoeing are available
with rentals for $20 to $45 per day. A free shuttle service to
local ski areas is provided.

REGISTRATION: In the July New Beginnings there will
be  more details, along with a registration form. 

We would like to encourage all interested young adults to
begin saving now for this unique educational and social
opportunity! 
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Site for the
Deaf/Hearing-impaired
in Louisville, Kentucky

The United Church of God will be
hosting a deaf/hearing-impaired (HI)
Feast of Tabernacles site in Louisville,
Kentucky this year. All church services
will be translated simultaneously into
American Sign Language (ASL), and
will be orally interpreted as well. ÒThe
goal is to serve as broad a range of the
deaf/HI membership as possible,Ó says
Brian Bettes. Mr. Bettes and his wife,
Sharon, both professional interpreters for
many years, coordinate the Deaf/HI
Services program for United.

Many deaf use sign language as their
primary mode of communication, while
other deaf/HI use only lip-reading as
their primary means to communicate.
Sharon Bettes explains that Òit is the goal
of the interpreting staff who will attend
Louisville to meet both needs, so that all
deaf/HI members can receive the maxi-
mum benefit from each service. There
will be a qualified staff of interpreters to
handle this task.Ó

It is planned for all deaf/HI atten-
dees to stay in the same hotel where ser-
vices for the Feast will be held, in the
Holiday Inn Airport Hotel in Louisville.
Deaf/HI members will be able to make
room reservations early, according to
Mark Winner, Festival coordinator. 

If you are deaf or hearing-impaired
and would like to join other deaf/HI for

the Feast in Louisville but you have
already applied to another site, you can
still change sites. If you need financial
assistance to attend, this may also be pos-
sible. For more information or assistance,
please contact Brian or Sharon Bettes to
help make arrangements.

All ASL or oral interpreters wishing
to attend the Louisville site and to be
placed on the interpreting schedule are
encouraged to come as well. Please send
a ten-minute video of your unrehearsed
interpretation of a sermon segment to the
address below and feel free to contact
Brian or Sharon with any questions.

P.O. Box 724
Big Sandy, TX 75755
(888) 376-9721 (toll-free TDD/fax)
(903) 636-5066 (voice)
e-mail: sbbettes@iamerica.net

Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii

The Festival Housing Brochure that
was recently mailed to members lists an
incorrect e-mail address for several
Hawaiian accommodations. The correct
address is places@hawaiian.net

Sorry for the inconvenience.

Davao City, Philippines

Those wishing to visit Davao City
for the Feast should note that the Festival
coordinator there, Edmond Macaraeg,
now has a new e-mail address:
macaraeg@skyinet.net

Winterberg, Germany

Applications and information for
visitors wishing to attend the Feast in
Germany this year may be obtained from
Paul Kieffer. The previous contact infor-
mation provided in New Beginnings and
the Festival Housing Brochure has
changed to:

+ 49 228 45 5694 (telephone)
+ 49 228 45 46 37 (fax)
paulkieffer@compuserve.com (e-
mail)

Merimbula, NSW,
Australia

Please note the following contact
change for Merimbula:

Don Goodger
11 Bannons Lane
Yarrambat, Vic. 3091
Australia
+61 3 9436-1359 (phone and fax)
dongoodger@c031.aone.net.au (e-
mail)

Perth, WA, 
Australia, cancelled

The Feast site planned for Perth has
now been cancelled. Any questions in
this regard should be directed to the
Australian office at +61 755 202-111 or
fax +61 755 202-122.

Feast of TabernaclesÉ

Youth Using the BSC!

The Houston South, Texas, congrega-
tion is using the BSC as a tool for youth
Bible studies. Ken and Kathy Giese have
had a very positive response from the teens
in their area and the course is proving to be
a valuable tool for them. Their focus has
been on placing the responsibility for
teaching on the parents and the responsi-

bility for learning on the teens. Monthly
Òresource packetsÓ are prepared focusing
on basic topics such as: ÒDoes God
exist?Ó, ÒProof of the Bible,Ó ÒCreation or
evolution,Ó etc. The packets include our
own literature and publications. The new
BSC fits right into the teen study guides by
providing sound, fundamental basics on
the relevance of the Bible in our modern
world. A portion of each lesson of the BSC
is assigned as part of each monthly
resource packet. The Òpoints to ponderÓ

section and the insets provide good discus-
sion questions for the teens. 

Lesson two will be included in the
May/June issue of The Good News, and
lesson three is scheduled for the
July/August issue. We plan to continue to
publish a lesson in four out of the six
issues of The Good News each year, until
the 12 primary lessons are completed.
WeÕll keep you posted on progress in this
regard!

Bible Study Course Committee

ÒBIBLE STUDYÓ (Continued from page 3)



Monday, May 11, 1998 New Beginnings Page

United Church of God
General Education

Seminar: Camp
Oakhurst, California

This summer we are conducting
our first education seminar as part of the
General Education Program for mem-
bers of the United Church of God. We
are instituting this adult program to pro-
vide our members with college-level
classes on biblical subjects, biblical
studies and family related Christian liv-
ing classes.  

The week-long session will be at
our Oakhurst summer camp facility and
will run concurrently with the youth
camp. The courses will feature former
teachers of Ambassador University. The
curriculum chosen will emphasize spiri-
tual growth and development.

This seminar is divided into two
parts. Arrival day is Sunday, June 28
and we offer first a four-day session
(Monday, June 29 through Thursday,
July 2) with the following subjects.

¥ Principles of ProphecyÑDon
Ward

¥ Nature of God and Relationship of
Christ to the FatherÑDon Ward

¥ General EpistlesÑGary Antion
¥ Marriage and Family RelationsÑ

Gary Antion
¥ History of Church in AmericaÑ

Jim Franks (video)

This will be followed by a weekend
seminar covering different subjects
(Friday, July 3 through Sabbath, July 5). 

¥ Building and Maintaining
FriendshipsÑGary Antion

¥ Marriage and Family ProfileÑ
Dave Register

¥ Dynamics of Spiritual Growth and
DevelopmentÑClyde Kilough,
Bill Bradford.

Full Seminar

The entire week, including accommo-
dations, meals, tuition, and recreation will
cost only $200 per person. Arrival time is
Sunday evening, June 28, and begins with
dinner and orientation. It will conclude on
Sunday morning, July 5, after breakfast.  

Weekend Seminar

Or, the weekend seminar may be
attended separately at a cost of only $95.
This price includes three nights accom-
modation and seven meals, beginning
with dinner on Thursday evening and
concluding with breakfast on Sunday
morning.

Location

Oakhurst Christian Conference Center,
36616 Mudge Ranch Road, Coarsegold,
California, is on highway 41 about 40 miles
north of Fresno in the foothills of the Sierra
Nevada mountains. Closest airports are
Fresno, Oakland and San Francisco.

Accommodation

Accommodation is dormitory style in
modern cabins. Recreation vehicle (RV)
and camping spaces are also available on
site as well as off site. For those wanting to
rough it more with less expensive housing
in a tent cabin, the cost is $150 for the full

9

New Education Seminar:
June 28 through July 5!

Application:
Education Seminar, Oakhurst, California

YES!YES! I want to attend the EDUCATION SEMINAR AT CAMP
OAKHURST.

Name
Address

Phone ( )

Accommodation Preference (please check one):

$200ÑCabin (dormitory style)

$150ÑTent cabin

$175ÑRV or tent site (includes meals) for first person per site, $150 for
every other person on same site

$70ÑMotel per night, plus meals and tuition (call camp director for prices)

$95ÑCabin, weekend seminar only

$80ÑRV or tent site weekend seminar only (includes meals) for first person
per site, $50 for every other person on same site

Please call the camp director if you wish to try any variation of the above options.

Please return this application by June 10, 1998, to:
Bill Bradford, 3145 Kennedy St., Livermore, CA 94550 Ñ (510) 455-4829

(See ÒSEMINAR,Ó page 10)



week-long session. (This includes meals,
tuition and recreation). Motels are available
nearby at a cost of $70 per night (double
occupancy).

Recreation

For the adventurous, recreation
opportunities will include a session on
the high ropes course with zip line, and a
session on the climbing wall. Other
recreation includes a swimming pool,
basketball and volleyball. We will sched-
ule a trip to Yosemite National Park dur-
ing the week for the group. For the cre-
ative we will include a crafts class. This
excellent summer value at a scenic loca-
tion, along with the biblical classes, will
combine to spiritually and physically
enrich the participant.

Reservations

Bill Bradford, youth Camp Director
for Camp Oakhurst, is handling the
arrangements. If you have any questions
feel free to call or e-mail him.
Applications must reach him by June 10.
Fill out the application on page 9 and
make your check payable to United
Church of God. NBNB

To make your reservations for the Education Seminar
in Oakhurst, California, clip out the form 

on the other side and mail to:

Bill Bradford
3145 Kennedy St.

Livermore, CA 94550

Phone: (510) 455-4829)
E-mail: bill_bradford@ucg.org
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by Scott Ashley

One of the criticisms sometimes
aimed at the United Church of God, an
International Association, is that we are
not preaching the gospel. Is this true?

Many of us are at a loss to under-
stand such comments in light of what we
have accomplished in the first three
years of our existence. Consider the fol-
lowing:

¥ We have grown from an initial print
run of 15,000 copies of The Good

News, distributed almost entirely to
our own membership, to 80,000
copies of the May/June issue, of
which some five out of six copies
will go to people who are not a part
of the United Church of God and
know nothing about our past history.
This truly is good news!

¥ We have also started Spanish,
German, Italian and French editions
of The Good News.

¥ We have published six booklets cov-
ering the major themes of the Bible:
mankindÕs destiny; the kingdom of
God; repentance, baptism and con-

version; the Sabbath; GodÕs Holy
Days and what happens after death.
Many of these have also been trans-
lated into and published in other
languages.

¥ We have started the Bible Study
Course, the second lesson of which
is in the May/June Good News, with
the third lesson to follow in the
July/August issue.

Preaching the Gospel: 
Goals for This Year

Over the next year we plan to

10

ÒSEMINARÓ (Continued from page 9)

Planning to Expand Electronic Media
and Double Publishing Efforts!É
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build solidly on this foundation. The
budget and operation plans recently
sent to the ministry for their approval
call for roughly doubling our publish-
ing efforts. Assuming our income
holds up, here are the highlights of
what we plan to do in the coming year:

¥ Double circulation of the English-
language edition of The Good
News from 80,000 to 160,000.

¥ Begin publishing the Dutch edi-
tion of The Good News.

¥ Increase circulation of all the
international editions of The Good
News, including doubling the
Spanish edition from 5,000 to
10,000.

¥ Produce another four lessons of
the Bible Study Course.

¥ Publish six to eight booklets cov-
ering additional major biblical
themes.

New Ideas and Approaches 

LetÕs elaborate on these plans.
To date, virtually all of our Good

News readership has come from ads in
ReaderÕs Digest. However, we will
have to use our limited resources wise-
ly. We simply cannot afford to build a
larger circulation using that source
almost exclusively, as has been done.

As has been mentioned before, we
have limited financial resources but
abundant human resources. We need to
better use the resources God has given
us, and help our members participate in
our collective responsibility in spread-
ing the gospel.

About a year ago two circulation
programs were tested on a very limited
basis involving a few congregations.
The waiting-room and subscription
brochure programs produced some
5,000 subscriptions within a few
months. Both generated subscriptions at
a low cost. An added advantage is that
magazines placed in waiting rooms
through that program will bring addi-
tional subscriptions for years to come at
a very low cost. Also, each copy of The
Good News placed in a waiting room
will be read by dozens of people or
more. Those who subscribe from those
copies will be high-quality subscribers,
meaning they have already seen the

magazine and know exactly what they
are getting.

Very soon we hope to announce
plans to expand these programs to
include any congregations and mem-
bers who wish to participate. We hope
that every U.S. congregation, and possi-
bly some in other countries, will want
to participate and have an active part in
seeing that the gospel is spread in their
area.

Beyond that, we plan to try a num-
ber of other ideas. We plan to continue
with a few ReaderÕs Digest ads, but
testing new ideas and concepts that may
prove more effective in the long run.
We plan to try testing ads in other mag-
azines and publications as well. IÕve
been in contact with several members
who are or have been employed in the
magazine marketing and distribution
field to seek their advice and input.

In the international areas, we
encourage them to increase circulation
using various methods appropriate to
each geographic area or culture. In
some areas, specifically New Zealand
and Australia, we plan to run ads in
ReaderÕs Digest for the first time. Other
areas are having considerable success
involving members in distribution pro-
grams unique to their region. 

With the beginning of the Dutch
issue, The Good News will be published
in six languages. We are also translating
some articles and the Sabbath booklet
into Russian for members and other
Sabbath-keepers in some of the former
Soviet republics.

Electronic Media: Television,
Radio, Internet

We are exploring ways to use elec-
tronic mediaÑtelevision and radioÑfor
advertising The Good News and/or
booklets. We are beginning development
of several 30- or 60-second ads that
could be run in various cities, with a toll-
free number people can call to request
free literature.

We also plan to harvest some of the
Òfields of cyberspace,Ó as one elder calls
the Internet. Growth in use of the
Internet is staggering, currently doubling
several times a year. We plan to do some
advertising on the Internet and develop
our Web site so more people will be

brought to The Good News and our
booklets, then they can either read them
there or download them onto their own
computers. We already have people
attending services with us who knew
nothing of our prior history and who
have come to know about us strictly
from the Internet.

The Bible Study Course

We plan to continue running the
Bible Study Course in The Good News,
producing four lessons a year until the
12 planned lessons are completed.
During this year we have planned to
concentrate on expanding The Good
NewsÕ readership and on publishing
booklets, and we hope to begin adver-
tising the Bible Study Course to the
public early next year. At that time we
should have five or six lessons already
produced that we can begin mailing to
new readers on a regular basis.

Of course, some 8,000Ð10,000
non-members already receive the Bible
Study Course in The Good News. This
Bible Study Course team effort has
involved ministers and staff at the
home office, church pastors, various
volunteers and an editor in England,
long-time writer John Ross Schroeder. 

New Booklets in Store

IÕm personally very excited about
the many booklets we have in develop-
ment. Booklets have long been a criti-
cal tool for explaining biblical truths
in great detail. 

Many of us can no doubt remem-
ber how certain booklets were instru-
mental in opening our eyes to under-
stand the many wonderful truths in
GodÕs Word. 

For financial and other reasons,
we only published one booklet last
year, although it was a vitally impor-
tant one in reaching new people with
the truth of God: What Happens After
Death?

Several other booklets should be
at the printer by the time you read this.
They include a booklet explaining the
fundamental beliefs of the UCGIA and
booklets titled How to Understand the
Bible and Is the Bible True? Of the two
on the Bible, the first was published in

11
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the September/October 1997 Good
News, but funds were not available to
publish it as a separate booklet. The
other will be a full-color, magazine-
size booklet answering some of the
major attacks on the Bible and demon-
strating that it is indeed the Word of
God.

Several other booklets have been
written on topics such as the church,
faith, and personal financial manage-
ment. Several of these have been writ-
ten for some time, but we have lacked

the funds to produce and publish them. 
Other booklets are being

researched and written on prophecy,
the end time, the biblical identity of
the United States and Britain, the Ten
Commandments, Satan, the nature of
God, Christmas and Easter, and how to
apply the Bible in everyday life. 

We currently have more booklets
in development than we can afford to
print in the next year, so we will have
to choose which will be the highest
priority, considering both the needs of

the Church as well as the general pub-
lic. 

Preaching the Good News of
the Kingdom of God

Is the United Church of God
preaching the gospel? Absolutely. We
have been for our first three years, and
with GodÕs blessing and your continu-
ing support, we will spread the truth
with much greater power in the coming
year. NBNB
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Financing the Home Office 
Relocation Effort

It now appears that there are adequate funds in
the Home Office Relocation Fund and the budget
appropriations of last year and this year to pay for the
move to Cincinnati, Ohio.  

Some have asked whether there is a need for
more such restricted offerings. I believe the greater
need now is for unrestricted offerings to finance the
commission of the Church.

Thank you all for your generosity in this regard.
Your prayers for the families and employees as they
make the transition would be most appreciated.

Tom Kirkpatrick
Treasurer

Home Office Relocation Loan 
No Longer Necessary

Healthy contributions for the home office move
to Cincinnati have negated the need to use the loan
proffered by an anonymous member a few months
ago. As a result, Victor Kubik asked the Council to
rescind its acceptance of that offer so the donor would
not be obliged to reserve it for that purpose.

Mr. McCullough reported that additional cost-
saving measures are being discovered. For just one
example, the home office recently received a moving
company bid that is only a third of the cost originally
estimated. Nine current home office employees will
be making the move, scheduled for the end of June.

They unanimously passed Mr. KubikÕs proposal
withdrawing acceptance of the interest-free line of
credit, and expressed deep appreciation for the gener-
ous offer.

Clyde Kilough
Council report, April 29, 1998

New Beginnings to Become a
Bi-monthly Publication

During the April Council meetings in
Monrovia, California, the Council members
were polled for their thoughts about renaming
New Beginnings and changing its format to a
tabloid-newspaper style. Next yearÕs budget
reduces the funding of the ChurchÕs newsletter
by 50 percent. This will allow more funds to go
directly into preaching the gospel. 

However, a suitable periodical will still be
produced using a cheaper printing method and
somewhat less frequency, while still improving
its appearance, perhaps by adding a second ink
color.

Plans are to begin bi-monthly production,
perhaps choosing a tabloid format on
newsprint. This will increase space for more
articles, photos and graphics, reduce our print-
ing costs, and also reduce our mailing costs if
we mail half as often.

A straw poll confirmed that most of the
Council agreed, and managing editor, Peter
Eddington, said that these changes will start to
be incorporated once he gets to Cincinnati. A
recent request in New Beginnings for ideas for
a name change resulted in 275 submissions. He
gave the entire list to the Council to consider,
also aiming for a decision on a new title by the
time of the home office move.

At this stage, we encourage congregations
to submit more news of what is happening in
the church in their areas. All submissions can
be sent to our new mailing address:

New Beginnings
P.O. Box 541027
Cincinnati, OH 45254Ð1027
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Births

Thomas John Bald was born August
22, 1997. His parents are James and
Carol Bald of Gladewater, Texas.
Grandparents are James and Tina
Faulkner of Lanesboro, Minnesota, and
John and Nancy Bald of Corpus Christi,
Texas. He has two aunts, Cathy and
Cindy Faulkner and one uncle, Jimmy
Faulkner.

Chuck and Lissa (Del Barto)
Chambers of Phoenix, Arizona, are over-
joyed to announce the arrival of their

daughter, Cassandra Larie, born the first
day of the Feast of Tabernacles, October
16, 1997. She weighed 7 pounds 3
ounces and was 18 inches long. Big
brothers Corey (10), Chase (6) and
Coleton (2) are so excited to have a little
sister! 

Proud grandparents are Lloyd and
Judy Chambers and Cecil and Gale
Maranville, all of whom attend the
Phoenix West congregation. Great-
grandpa Harry Gerstner attends the
Fayetteville, Arkansas, congregation.

Cassie is named in loving memory
of her great-grandmother, the late Effie
Larie Gerstner.

Jeff and Bernice (Czech) Emehiser
of Fairfield, Washington, are very happy
to announce the birth of their third son,
Benjamin Joseph. He was born January
16, 1998, weighed 8 pounds 9 ounces
and was 22 inches long.

Older brothers Ray and Bruce are
delighted with the new arrival.
Grandparents are Greg and Nancy
Czech of Spokane, Washington, and
Don and Sydney Emehiser of Post
Falls, Idaho.

Mr. and Mrs. Iwunze E. George of
Owerri, Nigeria, are happy to announce
the birth of their daughter, Iwunze
Blessing Chinenye, on February 13,
1998.  She weighed 7!/2 pounds.

Tim and Debbie (Kellers) Haggard
of the Murfreesboro, Tennessee, congre-
gation are excited to announce the birth
of their first child, Autumn Grace!

She was born on Tuesday, December
16, 1997, at 11:17 p.m. She weighed 7
pounds, 6 ounces and was 21 inches
long. Proud grandparents are Fred and
Lucretia Kellers of Nashville, Tennessee,
and Wendell and Linda Haggard of
Manchester, Tennessee.

Dave and Christy Hooper (Bull) of
Cleveland, Ohio, are delighted to
announce the birth of their third son,
Ryan Robert, born March 31, 1998.

Ryan weighed 8 pounds 9 ounces
and was 21 inches long. His proud broth-
ers are Jonathan (6) and Colin (3).

AnnouncementsÉ

Ryan Robert Hooper

Benjamin Joseph Emehiser

Autumn Grace Haggard

Cassandra Larie
Chambers

Thomas John Bald
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Dave and Tara La Ravia are very
excited to announce the birth of their son,
John David Hunter La Ravia. He was
born on December 3, 1997, weighed 7
pounds 4 ounces and was 21 inches long.
This is Dave and TaraÕs second child.
Dakota Paige is three years old and ecsta-
tic about her new little brother.

The proud grandparents are John and
Linda Orchard of Omaha, Nebraska, and
Ellis and Gwen La Ravia of Tucson,
Arizona. Dave, Tara and their family
attend the Phoenix West, Arizona, con-
gregation.

Jim and Laura (Rex) Moody of
Spokane, Washington, are excited to
announce the birth of their first child,
Karina Danielle Moody.

Katrina was born Friday, February 6,
1998, at 11:43 a.m. She weighed 6

pounds 14!/2 ounces and was 21!/2 inches
long. She was welcomed home by her
parents and Drew (the family beagle),
and proud grandparents Joe Rex and Sue
Rex of Bonaparte, Iowa, and Jack and Pat
Moody of Colville, Washington.

Berkeley and Carmella (Cafourek)
Weis are pleased to announce the arrival
of their first child, Autumn Amber, born
on Thanksgiving Day, November 27,
1997. She weighed 6 pounds 15!/2 ounces
and measured 20 inches long. Her grand-
parents are Toots Greise of Windsor,
Colorado, Vern Weis of Gardena,
California, and John and Sandy Cafourek
of Olympia, Washington. 

Weddings

Donald and Rannie Henson of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, together with

Joseph and Nadine Szymkowiak of
Dover, Ohio, are pleased to announce the
marriage of their children, Rachelle
LaVaughn and Benjamin David. 

The ceremony, performed by the
brideÕs father, was held in North Canton,
Ohio, on December 21, 1997. Natasha
Petersen served as matron of honor with
bridesmaids Stephanie Szymkowiak and
Melanie Rideout; Steve Patterson served
as best man with groomsmen Jim Hawk
and Brian Szymkowiak. The happy new-
lyweds reside in Canton.

Melvin and Diane Rhodes of
DeWitt, Michigan, are pleased to
announce the marriage of their daughter,
Alexandra Victoria Claire, to Kennat Jon
Nyhus, son of Laurie and Sarah Nyhus of
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, on May 3,
1998.

Kennat and Alexandra live in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

25th Anniversaries

Dennis and Linda Stawarz of San
Diego, California, celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary on April 29, 1997.
They are now celebrating one more year
together this year!

LindaÕs mother and father, of
Detroit, Michigan, celebrated their
50th anniversary on May 1, 1998, and
Dennis and Linda visited with them in
Detroit, along with DennisÕs parents,
for a festive and memorable celebra-
tion. 

Dennis and Linda were baptized in
1980 in Detroit.

Autumn Amber Weis

Rachelle and Benjamin
Szymkowiak

Dennis and Linda Stawarz

John David 
Hunter La Ravia

Karina Danielle Moody
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Richard and Nancy Velting of
Dallas, Texas, celebrated their 25th wed-
ding anniversary on March 31, 1998.

Richard is originally from Grand
Rapids, Michigan, and Nancy from Fort
Worth, Texas. They both attended
Ambassador College in 1969, where they
met and fell in love. Richard and Nancy
settled in Dallas in 1978.

They have two daughters, Rachel
Averett and Davina Velting, and a son-in-
law, Richard Averett.

The Dallas North congregation cele-
brated Richard and NancyÕs anniversary
with a dinner and anniversary cake.

Well wishes from the family to the
Veltings for 25 years of wedded bliss!

50th Anniversaries

Norm and Donna Myers of
Stevens Point, Wisconsin, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on
March 13, 1998. Activities included a

dinner and dance with family and
friends.

The Myers have one daughter and
son-in-law, Debby and Jerry Jaeger;
four sons and daughters-in-law, Skip
and Marilou, Steve and Kath�, Dave
and Pam, and John and Patricia (Pete);
13 grandchildren and one great-grand-
child.

Norm is an elder for the Oshkosh
and Milwaukee congregations. He has
served in Pasadena, California; Denver,
Colorado; Dayton, Ohio; and
Milwaukee and Kenosha, Wisconsin.

Donna has directed many chil-
drenÕs choirs and worked with Sabbath
school for many years.

Harold and Jeanette Treybig of the
Houston North, Texas, congregation were
treated to a reception after services on April
4 in honor of their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. Even though they grew up only 50
miles from each other in Columbus and
LaGrange, Texas, Harold and Jeanette did
not meet until after World War II.

In the early 1950s they began listening
to Herbert Armstrong on a Mexican radio
station and were both baptized in 1953.
They and their two eldest children (David,
UCG pastor living in Lubbock, Texas, and
Ken, UCG pastor living in Slidell,
Louisiana), attended the first Church of God
service in Houston in March 1956. Their
daughter, Karen Doig (married to UCG
associate pastor Glenn Doig of San Jose,
California), was the first child born in the
newly formed congregation. Harold and
Jeanette have served in the ministry since
HaroldÕs ordination as an elder in 1964. All
three of their children, their spouses and all
seven grandchildren were in attendance to

help honor the Treybigs on this special
occasion. 

Obituaries

Edwina M. Dickinson, 58, died
March 26, 1998, from diabetic complica-
tons in Big Sandy, Texas, her and her
husbandÕs home for 30 years. She was
baptized into GodÕs church in the fall of
1960. She is survived by her husband of
41 years, Edward C. Dickinson; a son,
Charles; daughters Dianna Payne,
Roxanna West, Charlene McCoy and
Rolanda Tsosie; six grandsons and six
granddaughters; and numerous relatives
and special friends. 

A very moving graveside service
was conducted by local pastor, David
Havir, in which a special prayer was also
offered in Mrs. DickinsonÕs Native
American language by a tribal elder in
attendance at the funeral.

Anna Foltz, 84, of Cincinnati, Ohio,
died February 13, 1998 after a battle with
pneumonia and congestive heart failure.
Anna had been a faithful member of the
Church since 1961. She is survived by two
daughters. The funeral service was conduct-
ed by Mr. Ed Smith.

Glen Johnson, 69, of Lebanon,
Oregon, died April 21, 1998. He was bap-
tized in 1986 and attended the Jefferson,
Oregon, congregation.

He is survived by his wife, Phyllis, also
a member. An infant son died in 1956.

Pastors Richard Duncan and Camilo
Reyes conducted the graveside service.

Nancy and Richard
Velting

Norm and Donna Myers

Edwina Dickinson

Jeanette and Harold Treybig
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