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Beyond Today Program - "Who Is the Antichrist?"

Is it a mysterious, diabolical individual who arises in the end time or about so much more? Discover the amazing answer.

Watch the Beyond Today program - http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today-program/jesus-christ/who-antichrist

Watch "Who Is the Antichrist?" on YouTube - http://youtu.be/QiShg2-87Dg





Transcript - "Who Is the Antichrist"

[Steve]  The Antichrist: the most mysterious figure of Bible  prophecy. Who will it be? How will this powerful, evil enemy of Christ appear  on the world scene? Could it be soon?

End-time prophecy shows that most people will be deceived  into accepting a counterfeit Christianity. In fact, it's already happening.  Could a powerful, convincing, yet fraudulent figure deceive you? 

You need to know what the Bible really says about the  Antichrist. Could it be more than just a person?

Stay tuned to Beyond Today as we examine  what lies ahead and the incredible truth about "Who is the Antichrist?" 

[Announcer]  Join our host Steve Myers and his guests, as  they help you understand your future on Beyond Today!

[Steve]  Almost everyone has heard the term "antichrist."  The word may bring to mind images of a future, evil, archenemy of Jesus Christ  at the end of the age.

Yet very few know what the Bible really has to say about  it. Would you recognize the antichrist? 

It's important to read the Bible to learn what it actually  says and then to believe the truth. Does "antichrist" apply to a specific  prophesied figure or not? 

Well did you know that the word "antichrist" is  mentioned only four times, in four places in the Bible? And they are all in the  apostle John's letters. 

Now what does it mean? The word "anti" means  "against" or the "adversary of" or "in place of."  So we put those words together, antichrist means the adversary of Christ or in  place of Christ. 

And so as we begin, it's important to notice 1 John 2:18.  It says, "it is the last hour; and as you have heard that Antichrist is coming,  even now many antichrists have come." 

Now in other words, "many antichrists have already come." And that's important. Should the meaning of the term "antichrist" be limited to just the end time? See, is that just a future thing? No, that  passage says: The age of false teachers and counterfeit Christianity was  already well under way just a few short years after the crucifixion of Jesus.

So John tells us that there are more than one antichrist  and that they had been, in fact, continued to be on the scene as he wrote  almost 2000 years ago.

Now did you notice something else about that passage? John  also talks about one specific antichrist. He wrote: "You have heard that  Antichrist is coming." He uses the singular word--"antichrist." Now it's  important to note that when the word antichrist is singular, it seems to point  to the fact that this antichrist represents an individual person--one specific  individual. Now we'll talk about that more in just a moment.

Some have speculated that "antichrist" had become the  popular terminology for what this Bible prophecy talks about. Let's notice it:  "Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day [of Christ's return] will  not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition…who  opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God" (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4)

The word translated "opposes" literally means to  "be against" or "contrary to," or "anti." So no wonder this man of  sin is mentioned here, now most often, he is the one associated with the  Antichrist. 

This end time False Prophet, this son of destruction, is a  deceiver. He's a liar--a fraud and get this: He masquerades as a true minister!  Seems good, seems right, seems religious. But it's all deception.

Revelation 13:5 adds more detail to the description of  this False Prophet: "And he was given a mouth speaking great things and  blasphemies, and he was given authority." You see it's no coincidence that the  word antichrist has become more like a proper name--representing a person who  seems religious but is completely opposed and contrary to Christ.

Even more about the Antichrist can be discovered by  looking at another occurrence in Scripture. 1 John 2:22 states: "Who is a liar  but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the  Father and the Son." 

Now here is a general statement about opposers. God's Word  teaches us that any liar, anyone who denies the crucial truth that Jesus was  and is the Christ, the prophesied Messiah and the Savior of the world--is  "antichrist." That includes anyone that rejects His true teachings;  anyone who doesn't obey His commands; anyone who will not follow the teachings  of Jesus. They deny Him and they make themselves an enemy of both the Father  and the Son.

Well let's dig in just a little bit deeper: The third  occurrence of the word antichrist is found in 1 John 4:3. It tells us that  antichrist is "already in the world." Now imagine that. Right now, here!  And it says "every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in  the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you  have heard was coming, and [is] now already in the world."

This refers to an ungodly spirit. A wrong attitude, a  compromising approach that's opposite of the Spirit of God. That's an attitude  "against" or an "adversary" of Christ. 

Ask yourself: If it opposes Jesus--where does that come  from? It originates from Satan, the same wrong spirit found in "false  prophets" mentioned in verse 1. Let's notice it: "Beloved, do not believe  every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false  prophets have gone out into the world." It's blatant evil to deny Jesus' full  deity, deny His humanity and the true Gospel that He taught.

Now this brings us to the fourth occurrence of the word  antichrist that's found in 2 John 1:7. It says, "For many deceivers have gone  out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in the  flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist." 

Would you recognize that kind of an attitude and approach?  God makes it perfectly clear that any teaching that contradicts Jesus'  identity, any teaching that denies the fact that He literally came as God in  the flesh, Immanuel; or any teaching rejecting Him as Savior of all mankind is  "antichrist." It also reminds us that the false teachers themselves are  "antichrists." They are opponents. They are enemies and adversaries of Christ.

The Bible clearly reveals there is a past and a present  aspect to the topic of the antichrist. But that's not the whole story. There's  more to the prophecy--the future, which we'll discuss in just a moment.

Now how will these future events affect you and your  family? Is there a way to know what lies ahead? To help you discover much more  about this important subject, I'd like to offer you a free copy of our Bible  study aid: Who is the Antichrist? This vital publication will help you  grasp the truth about this serious and fascinating subject. To order your free  copy of: Who is the Antichrist? call us toll free: 1-888-886-8632.  That's 1-888-886-8632, or go online to BeyondToday.tv.

We only have a limited number of copies available in  print. Once we run out, Who is the Antichrist? will be available only as  an electronic download. If you request it now, you can have this  limited-edition booklet in print. 

You really need this study aid to help you learn much more  about this important subject. To receive your free copy of: Who is the  Antichrist? be sure and call us toll free: 1-888-886-8632 or go online to BeyondToday.tv.  Or, you can write us at the address shown throughout the program on your  screen   [Beyond
  Today, PO Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254].

God doesn't want us to be caught off guard. The Bible  gives us a prophecy for the time just ahead. Jesus Himself warned us in Matthew  24:24, "False christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and  wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect."

Would you recognize an antichrist? We begin to see that the  Bible doesn't reveal specifically who the Antichrist is, but it does point to  his corrupt, false teachings and how they could affect you.

"Let no one deceive you by any means… The coming of the  lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and  lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,  because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (2 Thessalonians 2:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)

This passage reveals that even religious people will  oppose the teachings of Christ. Now, it may be hard to believe--but this  includes professing Christians. They will be deceived into accepting a  counterfeit Christianity.

Here's the hard part: Could you be fooled? Now don't be  too sure of the answer. Do you realize that even today many professing  Christians have already been misled by a spirit of antichrist? That includes  those who don't follow the example and teachings of Jesus. They fall into that  category. Christ said that they don't keep the commandments and when they don't  do that, they fall into that category. In fact, He also said that those that  don't honor Him as "Lord of the Sabbath" fall into that category.

What should you do? We're told there's one thing that can  save you from being deceived--one thing that can protect you from being taken  in--one vital thing that can keep you from being fooled by this lawless one. 

What is it? The love of the truth! That means knowing the  Bible and understanding what it says and obeying the law of God--loving it. Now  if you're going to avoid being deceived by this man of sin, this lawless one,  you'd better know the law--and do it! 

That warning is expanded in Revelation 13. The chapter  begins by talking about a great empire ahead--a government that will rule much  of the earth like a wild beast. Then in verse 11, it talks about another  beast--symbolizing a great religious leader at the end time: "He had two  horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon" (Revelation 13:11).

The symbolism here is amazing! It shows that this  religious leader takes on the image of Jesus Christ. In other words, he talks  like Christ, sounds religious, seems good--he imitates the Lamb of God. But in  reality, he's like a dragon. In other words, he receives his power from Satan  the devil. 

This is the same one who is called the False Prophet in  Revelation 19--a great false religious leader. This is a counterfeit leader  with a counterfeit appearance bringing a counterfeit version of Christianity.  Now unfortunately--most will be fooled by it. 

Verse 13 says: "He performs great signs, so that he  even makes fire come down from heaven on [the] earth in the sight of men. And  he deceives those who dwell on the earth by those signs which he was granted to  do in the sight of the beast" (Revelation 13:13-14).

One day, one day just ahead amazing miracles will occur  that everyone with hear about. Even skeptical people will be convinced. 

Now imagine supernatural fire that will destroy! Other  spectacular events--miracles--they'll occur too. And many will wrongly believe  that these are miracles of God, but they are not. But so many will be convinced  to follow those that perform them. 

Will you recognize the real power behind these wonders?

That power is the ultimate Antichrist: Satan the devil.  God gives us all a warning. Don't be fooled by appearances. Satan will work  supernatural wonders that will look religious. The Word of God though says:  "...For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light" (2 Corinthians 11:14). So we must be  on guard because the adversary's work will appear godly. 

What an important lesson for all of us--Never  underestimate evil. He's the one who "deceives the whole world." He's the one  that tried to tempt Jesus to sin. He has tried many schemes to destroy Christ  and to thwart God's plan for mankind. It will be Satan behind those false  miracles. He's the father of lies, he's the dragon, he's the great  deceiver--the one that will continue to influence politics and religion and  finally will lure the world's armies to fight against Christ Himself!  

Satan is a master deceiver. He knows all the tricks to  undermine the truths of God. The surprising part is that Satan's actions don't  always look evil. He deceives by making things look right. The Bible says he  masquerades as an angel of light. 

We don't have to fall for that deception. There is a  remedy! What is it? Know your Bible. Know what it teaches. Be prepared. And  remember--those who fall for the deception of the antichrist are described as  those who "did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved" (2 Thessalonians 2:10). Do  you know the truth? Do you love the truth? Does your life show that you are  living the truth?

Remember Revelation 12:17? It describes God's true people,  the ones loving and living the truth. It's those "who keep the  commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ" (Revelation 12:17).

God's Word tells us to pay close attention, to open our  eyes--to scrutinize our religion. Does it match with the authentic Christianity  that Jesus Himself taught?

Does your church teach the value of God's laws--the value  of His commandments and the value of His plan for all mankind? There are so  many counterfeits out there. They trick people into supporting a false religion  that's opposed to biblical truth--and the true God. Don't buy into it. 

Remember, antichrist is not something just restricted to  the future. Even now Satan has corrupted the true teachings of God. So now is  the time to really get to know your Creator. Follow Jesus Christ, study and  know God's true Word--so you won't ever be deceived!

I'd like to remind you to request your free copy of our  valuable study aid: Who is the Antichrist? This important publication  will give you vital keys to understand what the Bible says about this critical  and captivating subject.

Remember, we only have a limited number of copies  available in print. So once we run out, Who is the Antichrist? will only  be available online. So request your copy now--so you can have this  limited-edition booklet in print.

And when you order Who is the Antichrist? we'll  also send you a free subscription to our bi-monthly magazine. This valuable  publication will give you wonderful insight into the practical teachings of the  Bible. It will also help you grasp the significance of biblical prophecies  which will aid you in preparing for the exciting future that lies beyond today.

To order your free copy of Who is the Antichrist? and to receive your free subscription to our magazine call: 1-888-886-8632 or  go online to BeyondToday.tv. Or, you can write to us at the address shown  on your screen [Beyond
  Today, PO Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254].

Now when you visit our website, be sure to take time to search the term "antichrist." You'll find extensive, in-depth information on  the subject to help you in your studies.

Now most of us recognize that we live in a dangerous  world. Religious deception is all around us. We are going to talk about this a  little bit further with our fellow hosts of the program, Darris McNeely and  Gary Petty.

You know, as we think about the future, we think about  this coming Antichrist. What do you think is important to recognize about that?

[Darris] Well, obviously as you've described, Steve, it's a  time of great deception. And what's important about it is really to begin with  the story that Jesus told in Matthew 24, where when He was asked by His  disciples what would be the signs of the end of the age and of Your coming, He  said the number one first thing that He talked about was deception. 

He said, many will come in My name saying I am the Christ  and deceive many. And so He predicted an age of deception that would take  place. Now there has been deception--religious confusion for generations for a  very long time, even in Christ's own day. But He was showing that it was going  to come to a peak at the time of the end of the age that would involve people  portraying themselves as Christian, speaking the words of Christ, acting in His  name and deceives many thinking that this was the work of God, this was the  church that represented Jesus Christ on earth. And it would appear to be so,  but it's going to be something that is so upending in terms of the ultimate  outcome for the world that people are going to be caught in a trap and not  understand it. 

[Gary] I think what's important, you know you tie then  what Jesus said with what you mentioned in Revelation 13, and when you have  this great false prophet that comes at the end time, remember he looks like a  lamb but speaks like a dragon. So he looks like Christ--Christ is the Lamb of  God--but he speaks and is inspired by Satan. So this great deception is going  to be a false Christianity. People look around for some false religion or pagan  religion or other religion that's going come along. This is going to appear to  be some form of Christianity but actually be used by Satan to deceive people. 

[Darris] And it's going to be probably done in such a way that  as people are wanting to have some type of the spiritual experience or to  believe in something, these miracles that Revelation 13 talk about being done,  will be the very recipe by which people will be deceived into something that is  global in nature. 

[Gary] Well, when you think about it, all of us, we  desire to have a relationship with God. It's designed into us. We want to have  a connection with God and if someone came along and did great miracles that  produced good things--I mean these miracles are going to produce what seem to  be bad things but good results, people are going to latch onto that and think  that God is touching their lives, and actually it is going to be a deception. 

[Steve]  That's the interesting part. It will look good. It will look  right. And often times we think well if I am religious, I'll recognize that,  but I think often times as the Bible points out, you may think you're religious  already but you've already been deceived. There's already this counterfeit  that's in the world now. 

[Darris] There is. And as it says, it is going to get a lot  worse, but it's going to be mascaraing in a Christian name. That's what Jesus  said. 

You know, a few years ago when Pope John Paul II died,  they had his mass broadcast live on television from the Vatican and St. Peter's  Square, and tens of thousands of people filled that up and some of the accounts  I was reading about it, as they had the body lying in a casket, they talked  about it as if they expected some kind of--it was miraculous occasion and they  were looking for certain signs. 

I remember one commentator talking about the sun came out  and the blessing was given, and you look at a sight of mass experience like  that in a religious setting, and we see a lot of this before our eyes, it's not  hard to image how people could be deceived on a mass scale by some very real  miracles that are generated to deceive as Revelation 13 shows. Our world today  is being set up for it and people are going to be seeking some type of a  spiritual experience, a deeper religious experience to make them see that  things are alright in the world. And, that's happening now. The groundwork is  being laid in many ways. 

[Gary] People need to be in that Book you have right  there. They need to be in the Bible, studying the Bible and they need to have a  relationship with God and Christ now so they can't be fooled by those events  that happen. 

[Steve]  I think we have to remember these are very, very  concerning warnings. Christ gave these warnings for a specific reason--that  it's going to happen, it's already happening, it's going to get much worse and  yet we better be aware of it so we do something about it. 

[Darris] Absolutely. And you know, sometimes people say  well--they look at religion and they don't care perhaps how it's cloaked. They  don't care what the origins are, whether it comes from pagan ideas or from the  Bible and they say, what difference does it make? And that's a thought process  that is leading up to this type of deception, which is why we do programs on  Christmas and Easter and other customs and practices to show people their pagan  origins. 

We know that in our world today a lot of people just don't  care about that, but they should care. You should care, because God cares. We  can't worship God as we see fit. We have to worship God on the pattern of the  Scriptures. And unless and until we do that and love the truth, we are going to  be among those that could be deceived, and it's a very precarious position to  be in and it matters right now how we live. We should be seeking truth and  growing to love the truth. 

[Gary] You know Darris, one thing people need to realize  is, the Christianity of today it's not just something that popped up out of  nowhere. There is 2000 years of history and that history is sometimes  dramatically different than what Jesus and the disciples actually did, and  professed and lived by. 

You talked about Christmas and Easter--well you know the  early church never kept Christmas and Easter. Most people would be shocked to  find out they didn't keep Sunday either, they actually worshipped on the  seventh-day Sabbath. And, there's a lot of things that were taught by the early  Church that just people today don't realize, they don't know. It is vital for  people to get back in that Bible and find out what Jesus and the disciples  actually taught and believed and get back to that Christianity. 

I encourage people to read the last part of the Sermon on  the Mount--Jesus' most famous sermon. And in the last part of that sermon He  warns people that when He comes, many of His followers will come to Him and  He'll say I don't know you. That's a frightening statement and that ties into  what you are talking about today. 

[Steve]  It certainly means we have to be aware. We have to  watch out right now and be sure that we are practicing authentic Christianity,  the Christianity that Christ Himself taught. 

Now, don't forget our free offers today including our  study aid: Who is the Antichrist? and our bi-monthly magazine. Both are  yours totally free of charge. To order your publications, calls us toll free:  1-888-886-8632. That's 1-888-886-8632, or go online to BeyondToday.tv.

Be assured that our literature is always provided totally  free of charge by the United Church of God, which has hundreds of ministers and  Sabbath-keeping congregations meeting each Saturday across the United States  and around the world. Go to BeyondToday.tv, click on the "Contact" tab  to find a congregation near you. Then call one of our knowledgeable and caring  pastors and share your story with them.

Also, if you'd like to discover even more about the  genuine truths of the Bible, we invite you to tune into our live, bi-weekly,  Wednesday night Beyond Today Bible Studies. Join us as we cover  important biblical subjects. Our Wednesday night studies are webcast live every  two weeks. To find them, simply go to BeyondToday.tv and click on the  "Bible Studies" link on the top-right of the page.

Also, while visiting our BeyondToday.tv website, we  invite you to watch BT Daily. These are short, daily videos on important Bible  topics, prophecy and breaking news. So join us throughout the week on the web  for BT Daily and get additional analysis on God's plan for humanity and so much  more! And, you can watch Beyond Today and BT Daily anytime on  YouTube or on our Roku channel. 

Bible prophecy reveals there is a past, present and future  aspect to the Antichrist. I hope you'll take the time to discover the deception  and fraud that surrounds most religion today. 

Scripture tells us that the future will bring fearful,  false teachers that can be convincing in undermining God's truth. But you don't  have to be deceived. You don't have to fear--no Antichrist can possibly  succeed. Instead, the ultimate punishment awaits them. We're told they will be  "cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone" (Revelaton 19:20).

Your Bible reveals that when Christ returns, all who  oppose Jesus will be removed! And the ultimate Antichrist, Satan the devil,  will also be put away.

Now that's when mankind's governments will finally be  replaced by the wonderful Kingdom of God--established right here on earth. So  let's look forward to that time of unity and peace--and remember to learn the  truth, love it and live it.

Thanks for joining me today. If you missed some of today's  program, you can go online and catch the entire program at BeyondToday.tv.  Don't forget our free offers and be sure to tell your family and friends about  us. Tune in again next week, at this same time, for another edition of Beyond Today. I'm Steve Myers--Thanks for watching. 

[Announcer]  For the free literature offered on today's  program, go online to BeyondToday.tv. Please join us again next week on Beyond  Today!






Standing against Christ

Who is the Antichrist? Bible prophecy of the end time talks  about this mysterious figure. Is he the one identified as the man of sin and  the false prophet? Or is there more to the story than that? The answer is  deeply personal and forces Christians to examine the very core of their  relationship with Jesus Christ.

 Antichrist is shown as appearing before the second coming  of Christ. But theres more to the story and the term antichrist than just  one man.

 The meaning of the term antichrist encompasses more  than just the end time. It literally means against Christ and is variously  defined as adversary of Christ or opponent of Christ, and as a designation  for a specific individual who rises on the world scene to defy Christ and His  work. In fact, such an enemy will arise, but there have been and are many antichrists who oppose Jesus and His message (1 John 2:18).

 The Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament Based on  Semantic Domains by Louw and Nida offers a more comprehensive definition:  The term...appears to have become increasingly  equivalent to a proper name as the personification of all that was opposed to  and contrary to the role and ministry of Christ.

 According to the apostle Johns writing, there is a spirit  of antichrist, which is a spirit of opposition to the identity and nature  of Christ and His ongoing work in His people. Specifically, John was writing to  warn of the heresy that denied Christs coming in the flesh (1 John 4:3; 2 John  6-7). To deny such central biblical truth is to be against Christ and  His message.

Like a lamb but speaking as a dragon

In 2 Thessalonians 2, Paul prophesied of a man of sin, a  liar and deceiver supernaturally empowered by Satan the devil to confuse people  in the end time. 

 Christ inspired John to write of a false prophet to come  at the end time (Revelation 13:11-18; Revelation 16:13; Revelation 19:20). The prophecy describes a  great religious leader: He had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon  (Revelation 13:11). That is to say, he takes on the semblance of (or imitates)  Jesus Christ (the Lamb of God) but is empowered by Satan (see Revelation 12:9).  Historically, a counterfeit version of Christianity fulfills what is described  in the prophecies of Revelation.




Heresies denying Jesus as God in the flesh

One influential and diabolical heresy was gnosticism, which  was starting to form in the late New Testament period. The gnostics taught the  lie that spirit is always good, and matter (including the human body) is always  evil. Docetism, one branch of gnosticism, taught that Christ only seemed to  have a body. Cerinthianism, another variant, taught that the divine Christ  joined the man Jesus at baptism and then left him before he died. 

 Furthermore, some among the Ebionites, or poor  ones—referring to early Jewish Christians—reportedly taught the heresy that  Jesus was only a man and not God. 

 All these ideas rejected the truth that God actually came  in the flesh (became a physical human being capable dying) and then actually  died. But the only way the death of Jesus could pay for the sins of all mankind  is for Christ to have been both God and man when He died. You need to know the  truth about Jesus Christ—who He was and what He taught. Read our free study  guide Jesus Christ: The Real Story for this important information.


A man who would make himself as God

The apostle Paul issued a warning about the spirit of  antichrist that would infiltrate the Church. In his letter to the  Thessalonians, speaking about the return of Jesus Christ to the earth, he  writes, Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless  the falling away comes first (2 Thessalonians 2:3). He then proceeds to  explain this falling away or apostasy from the truth in greater detail.

 Paul writes that it will involve the revealing of the man  of sin...the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts  himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as  God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God (2 Thessalonians  2:3-4). Some man is going to put himself in the place of God, effectively  claiming to be God—and people will believe him. Why? Because: The coming of  the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs,  and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish,  because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should  believe the lie (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11).

 The man of sin, posing as divine, will be performing  supernatural acts with the help of the devil, deceiving all those who have rejected  God and setting himself up to be worshipped by the world.

 Revelation 19:20 describes this powerful religious leader as  the false prophet who worked signs in connection with the political leader  called the beast. The False Prophet is the same as the one called another  beast in Revelation 13:11, who performs miraculous signs (verses 14-15). He  is also the leader of the false church (the harlot) in Revelation 17:1-5. He  is also referred to as another horn who will persecute the saints of the  Most High, and shall intend to change times and law in Daniel 7:8, 20-22,  24-25.

 What should you do? Were told theres one thing that can  save you from being deceived: Have the love of the truth. That means knowing  the Bible, understanding what it says and obeying the law of God out of love.  If youre going to avoid being deceived by this man of sin, youd better know  the law—and do it!


The coming Abomination of Desolation

The False Prophet who exemplifies the spirit of antichrist  in the last days will usher in a time of great trouble. Both Daniel and Jesus  pointed to a specific event that will point to the start of this time of Great  Tribulation.

 In His most detailed prophecy of the end time, Jesus said,  When you see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,  standing in the holy place...then let those who are in  Judea flee to the mountains (Matthew 24:15-16). What was He talking about?

 He was referring to Daniel 11, which foretold what would  occur in the political powers vying for control of the Holy Land for centuries  to come. For much of the prophecy these kingdoms were Syria to the north and  Egypt to the south, both under Greek rulers following Alexander the Great.  Eventually the prophecy describes one of these rulers from Syria, Antiochus IV,  also known as Antiochus Epiphanes. He would act deceitfully by a false peace  agreement with the Jews and later come in rage against the holy covenant, and  do damage (Daniel 11:23-24, 30).

 The apocryphal book of 1 Maccabees, although not Scripture,  provides us with history of the period. It describes how Antiochus set himself  against the Jews, massacred many of them and plundered the temple at Jerusalem  (1 Maccabees 1:20-33).

The temple defiled

Then came the worst. Daniels prophecy warned of Antiochus:  And they shall defile the sanctuary fortress; then they shall take away the  daily sacrifices, and place there the abomination of desolation (Daniel  11:31).

 The book of 1 Maccabees gives us details: Antiochus now  issued a decree that all nations in his empire should abandon their own customs  and become one people. All the Gentiles and even many of the Israelites  submitted to this decree. They adopted the official pagan religion, offered  sacrifices to idols, and no longer observed the Sabbath.

 The king also sent messengers with a decree to Jerusalem  and all the towns of Judea, ordering the people to follow customs that were  foreign to the country. He ordered them not to offer burnt offerings, grain  offerings, or wine offerings in the Temple, and commanded them to treat  Sabbaths and festivals as ordinary work days.

 They were even ordered to defile the Temple and the holy  things in it. They were commanded to build pagan altars, temples, and shrines,  and to sacrifice pigs and other unclean animals there. They were forbidden to  circumcise their sons and were required to make  themselves...unclean in every way they could, so that  they would forget the Law which the Lord had given through Moses and would  disobey all its commands. The penalty for disobeying the kings decree was  death (1 Maccabees 1:41-50, Good News Translation).

 Then it happened: In about 168 or 167 B.C. the abomination  of desolation referred to by Daniel took place (1 Maccabees 1:54). This appears  to have been a pagan altar, probably with an image representing the Greek chief  god Zeus, as 2 Maccabees 6:2 tells us that Antiochus defiled the Jewish temple  by dedicating it to the Olympian god Zeus (GNT). After all, to the Greek mind  the God of the Hebrews simply equated to the chief god in the Greeks pantheon.

 We are further told: Pagan sacrifices were offered in front  of houses and in the streets. Any books of the Law which were found were torn  up and burned, and anyone who was caught with a copy of the sacred books or who  obeyed the Law was put to death by order of the  king...On the twenty-fifth of the month, these same  evil people offered sacrifices on the pagan altar erected on top of the altar  in the Temple (1 Maccabees 1:55-59, GNT). Indeed, pigs, declared unclean in  Gods law (Deuteronomy 14:8), were offered over His own altar.

 The account in 1 Maccabees 1:60 continues: Mothers who had  allowed their babies to be circumcised were put to death in accordance with the  kings decree. Their babies were hung around their necks, and their families  and those who had circumcised them were put to death (GNT).

 Yet, as horrible as this was, some still resisted. In fact,  1 Maccabees 1:62-63 reports: But many in Israel stood  firm...They chose to die rather than to be defiled by  food or to profane the holy covenant; and they did die. Very great wrath came  upon Israel (New Revised Standard Version).

 Yet many in the resistance lived. The account continues with  the rise of the Hasmonean priestly family of Mattathias, including his son and  successor Judas Maccabeus, who would not compromise with paganism. In the end,  the efforts of these patriots and their followers were in large measure  responsible for eventually pushing out the Greek Syrians.

Later prophetic fulfillment

Now, with the history in mind, consider Christs warning  about the abomination of desolation. When He gave it, this part of Daniels  prophecy had been fulfilled almost 200 years earlier. So Daniels prophecy,  according to Jesus, must be dual—that is, it must be a prophecy with both a  historical and future fulfillment.

 Jesus revealed to us the time for this prophecys ultimate  fulfillment in Matthew 24:21 when He explained what would immediately follow  it: For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the  beginning of the world until this time.

 This recalls another part of Daniels prophecy—that in the  end time there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a  nation, even to that time (Daniel 12:1). So this period of tribulation occurs  at the end of this age, just before Christs return.

Lessons from the first fulfillment

We can learn a great deal about this end-time prophecy from  the original abomination of desolation Daniel foretold. Antiochus Epiphanes was  a forerunner of the end-time king of the North, the world dictator the Book of  Revelation refers to as the beast. No doubt this end-time ruler will employ  the same deceitful and underhanded methods that marked the reign of Antiochus.

 Furthermore, it appears from what Antiochus initially did  and other scriptural indications that the end-time ruler will feign overtures  of peace to the Jews of the modern nation of Israel.

 What other parallels do we see? Part of the abomination of  Antiochus involved the halting of the daily temple sacrifices (verse 31). Yet  Daniels prophecy makes it clear that sacrifices will again be ended in  conjunction with the abomination of desolation to come (Daniel 12:9-13). For  this prophecy to be fulfilled, it appears that an altar will be rebuilt and  sacrifices will again be instituted before the return of Jesus.

 In another parallel, as noted earlier, Antiochus defiled the  ancient holy temple when he erected an idol of the pagan god Zeus and  sacrificed swine there. The end-time abomination may also involve an idolatrous  image at a new temple, but this is all speculation. What we know for certain is  that at the temple of God there will be an actual person effectively claiming  to be God in the flesh (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12).

 Christ will destroy this religious figure at His second  coming (2 Thessalonians 2:5-8), but not before many have been deceived with  power, signs, and lying wonders (verses 9-12).

 Also, just as the original abomination of desolation marked  the beginning of a period of unparalleled horror and misery for Gods people,  so will the final one begin the time of the greatest horror ever, the coming  Great Tribulation.

 We can be thankful that God promises to send His Son back to  the earth to save mankind from self-annihilation in this coming horrible time  of mass deceit and destruction. Indeed, as world events march ever closer to  the fulfillment of these prophecies, let us draw closer to God in faith,  trusting Him to see us through even the worst of times, knowing that we arent  left without foreknowledge to help us better understand end-time events.


Jesus Christ is coming as conquering King

In the first century, most people of Jewish background  anticipated a Messiah who would come to the earth as a conquering king to  establish the Kingdom of God. But they failed to understand that He would first  come as a man who would become the sacrifice for the sins of mankind. They  refused to accept Jesus as the Messiah. (This word, Messiah, from the Greek  form of the Hebrew Machiach, has the same meaning as the Greek word Christos or Christ—Anointed One, signifying the promised King who would rule over Israel  and the entire world.) Their denial of Him was an example of a spirit of  antichrist.

 Today, there are some mainstream Christian churches that  accept Jesus as the Christ who became the perfect sacrifice for sin, but they  reject His coming return to the earth as conquering King to rule over all  nations—which is central to what His being Christ means. So one can claim to  believe in Christ, and even accept certain aspects of His life and mission, but  still be classified as antichrist.

 End-time prophecies show that religious people—including  professing Christians deceived into accepting a counterfeit Christianity—will  oppose many of the teachings of Christ. In that real sense, even today, many  professing Christians actually have been deceived by a spirit of antichrist. To  learn more about the Kingdom that Jesus will establish on the earth, read The  Gospel of the Kingdom.


What  the Bible really says about antichrist

 With the historical background in mind, and the prophecies  made by Daniel and Jesus pointing to a future time that will signal the Great  Tribulation, need we be concerned about the Antichrist only in terms of the  coming Beast and False Prophet?

 Whats important is that we read the Bible for what it  actually says and believe it—and not make a big issue of whether the word  antichrist must be applied to a specific prophesied figure. We need to keep  focused on the big picture here.

 In the Bible the word antichrist (Greek antichristos) is used in only four places, all in Johns epistles. The prefix anti means against or adversary of or in place of. John wanted to make clear  that any teaching contrary to Christ and His purposes is antichrist—and that  false teachers are antichrists, meaning enemies of Christ.

 Not long after the New Testament Church began, heretical  deceivers began trying to inject their own ideas into it. These false teachings  crept into the Christian congregations and influenced mainstream Christianity  permanently.

 In 1 John 2:18, John says, Many antichrists have  [already] come (emphasis added throughout), indicating that already it is  the last hour—that the age of false teachers and counterfeit Christianity was  already well under way. Jesus had warned, For false christs and false prophets  will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the  elect (Matthew 24:24).

 John also speaks of the singular word antichrist. When  antichrist is singular, the original Greek gives us no indication as to whether  or not, in English, we should capitalize the word antichrist.

 Also in 1 John 2:18, John said, You have heard that the  Antichrist is coming. John gives no indication as to how this idea got  started. Did one or more apostles specifically teach it? 

 The idea does harmonize with the prophecy in Daniel 7:8, 20  and 25 that speaks of a little horn who will speak pompous words against the  Most High. And perhaps, as seems likely, antichrist had become the popular  terminology for what Paul had prophesied in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-6. Paul wrote  that the day of Christ...will not come unless the  falling away comes first, and the man of sin...opposes  and exalts himself above all that is called God (verses 2-4). The Greek verb  translated opposes is antikeimai—literally, be against. In Galatians  5:17 and in 1 Timothy 1:10, it is translated contrary to. 

Denial that leads to lawlessness

In 1 John 2:22, we learn that any liar who denies the  central truth that Jesus was and is the Christ—the prophesied Messiah and  Savior—is an antichrist, an enemy of both the Father and the Son.

 In 1 John 4:3, John again acknowledges that you have heard  [the Antichrist] was coming. But he goes on to say that antichrist is already  in the world. Johns main point is that every spirit that does not confess  that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit  of the Antichrist—the spirit from Satan that is in the false prophets (verse  1). It is evil to deny either Jesus deity or His full humanity during His  earthly ministry and at the time of His death (see also 1 John 1:1-3).

 Many mainstream Christians today accept that Jesus was God  in the flesh, but by this they imagine that, while human in appearance, He was  infinite, omnipotent and omniscient God hidden behind a veil of flesh—just not  using His total power and knowledge while a man. That it was this that kept Him  sinless—that it was impossible for Him to even be capable of sin. This is a  denial of His truly being made flesh—a form of gnosticism and the doctrine of  antichrist. In fact, Jesus made it clear that He had no supernatural power of  Himself while a man. He said it all came from the Father (John 5:30; 14:10).  And His ability to resist sin in the face of temptation came from His constant  closeness to the Father. The doctrine of antichrist promotes lawlessness, as it  maintains that Jesus was able to obey God because He was an omnipotent being  while flesh and that it is impossible for us to obey so we shouldnt even try.  The truth, however, is that we can succeed in obedience by following the  example Jesus set of always staying close to God.

 The power that Jesus Christ received through staying close  to the Father is the same power available to us—the Holy Spirit. God offers us  this great gift when we repent and commit our lives to Him (Acts 2:38-39). By  His Spirit, God gives us more spiritual understanding and insight (1  Corinthians 2:11-12), gives us peace and joy (Romans 15:13), and makes us into  His very children, heirs of the Kingdom of God (Romans 8:14).

 To read more about the gift of the Holy Spirit, read our  free Beyond Today Bible study aid The Power of the Holy Spirit.

 In 2 John 7, John says: For many deceivers have gone out into  the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming [present tense] in the  flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. In this case, John is not  referring to accepting Jesus past incarnation in having come in the flesh—but  to His presently coming in the flesh, living in His flesh-and-blood followers  through the Holy Spirit to help them live obedient lives. Note the words just  before this in verse 6: This is love, that we walk according to His  commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the  beginning, you should walk in it. Of course, we cannot do this in our own  strength. We can continue to walk in obedience only through staying close to  God and, as Paul elsewhere explained, having Jesus live in us (Galatians 2:20).  The teaching of antichrist is that we simply cant obey God. For it denies that  we have help to actually overcome sin—as Jesus Himself had help from the  Father.

 The teaching of antichrist is thus a doctrine of  lawlessness. Indeed, the man of sin (of disobedience)—or the lawless one in 2  Thessalonians 2—is the head of what Paul refers to as the mystery of  lawlessness (verse 7).

 We dont have to fall to deception. Know what your Bible  teaches and be prepared. Those who fall for the deception of the antichrist are  described as those who did not receive the love of the truth, that they might  be saved (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10). Do you know the truth? Do you love the truth? Does your life show that you are living the truth?

 Revelation 12:17 describes Gods true people as those who  love and live the truth—who keep the commandments of God and have the  testimony of Jesus Christ.


The ultimate antichrist

The ultimate antichrist is, of course, Satan the devil. He  has tried many schemes to destroy Christ and to thwart Gods plan of salvation  for mankind. He was the tempter of Eve and Adam and still deceives the whole  world (Revelation 12:9). He led Herod to try to kill Jesus while He was a  baby. He tried to tempt Jesus to sin. He stirred up hostility toward Jesus and  finally succeeded in getting Him killed. (God and Christ allowed that because  it was a part of Gods plan of redemption for mankind.) And it will be Satan  who possesses the Beast and the False Prophet at the end of the age and lures  the worlds great armies to fight against Christ (Revelation 13:4; 16:13-14).

 Please read Is There Really a Devil? to get much more  detail about this evil spirit and his war against humanity.


Stand strong with Christ

Gods Word tells us to pay close attention, open our eyes,  scrutinize our religion. Does it match with the authentic Christianity Jesus  taught?

 Does your church teach the need to strive to obey the  commandments of God with His help through Christ? Does it urge you to  understand His plan for all mankind that He is working out through Christ?  There are so many counterfeits out there that trick people into supporting  false religions that oppose biblical truth and the true God. Dont buy into it. 

 The spirit of antichrist is not something restricted to the  future. Even now Satan has corrupted the true teachings of God. Now is the time  to really get to know your Creator. Follow Jesus Christ, study carefully and  know Gods true Word—so you wont be deceived!
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