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by Doug Johnson

The Council of Elders
approved a bold new educational
program (see ÒAmbassador Bible
Center EstablishedÓ above) and
made progress on a number of other
important issues at their quarterly
meetings August 25 to September 1
in Seattle, Washington.

In his presidentÕs report the
first day, Les McCullough related
recent contacts in international
areas. In Italy, Carmelo Anastasi has
been contacted by individuals from
another Church of God fellowship
who are interested in joining the

United Church of God for the Feast
this year. Also, Cory Erickson, the
elder responsible for the 1999 Feast
in Jordan, has renewed contact with
an advisor to King Abdullah who is
familiar with earlier work by the
Ambassador Foundation.

Also, on Friday, August 27,
Victor Kubik introduced a special
visitorÑIvan Yurishko, administra-
tive head of one of the Ukrainian
Sabbatarian groups with whom Mr.
Kubik has had extensive contact.
Mr. Yurishko, who has been instru-
mental in publishing a number of
our booklets in Russian, was in the
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More Than 1,000 Attend Summer Camps

(See ÒCOUNCIL,Ó page 7)

This summer about 740
young people were campers at six
United Youth Camps in the
United States, and another 27
attended the camp in Canada.
Adding in the 93 adult staff, 140
college-age staff and 85 ministers
and wives, about 1,060 attended
the camps in the United States.

This means nearly 10 percent
of those who attend Church each
week in the United States were at
camp. Also, 38 young people who
do not attend the United Church of
God applied to camp.

ÒThis year was a wonderful
year for the camp program and we
are noticing more and more teens

go to multiple camps and return
each year,Ó said Larry Greider,

United Youth Camp Coordinator.
Reports begin on page 8. UNUN
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New Spot Ads and Program Air

Council Meets in Seattle

Feast Fever Enhanced by Video

Four new spot ads offering
the Good News magazine are
scheduled to be aired before the
Feast in three test markets in the
United States, according to Galen
Morrison. He is an elder in Beloit,
Wisconsin, who put this campaign
together with John Barbush, a
member in Chicago, Illinois.

Also, thanks to a donation of
commercial TV time by Mr. and
Mrs. Don Orr of Utica, New York,
a half-hour pilot TV program
exceeding national TV technical
standards will be aired in Utica. The
program uses a newsmagazine for-
mat, including six ministers in four
segments, separated by the ads.

The ad test markets are Utica-

Rome, New York; Winston-Salem-
High Point, North Carolina; and
Dallas, Texas. ÒThe TV times pur-
chased will reach age groups from
primarily 25 to 55 years of age in
every income range,Ó said Mr.
Morrison. Later this fiscal year, two
more markets will be tested. The
planned markets are in Illinois and
perhaps Kansas, said Mr. Morrison.

Also, for nine days at the
beginning of October, spot ads will
be seen on Sky TV, which has a
potential audience of 16 million in
the British Isles and Western
Europe. In Canada, an ad will be
tested on the TV guide channel on
cable for six weeks. See ÒInter-
national Desk,Ó pages 4 and 6. UNUN

Friday evening, September
24, about 11,000 are expected to
gather at 11 United Church of God
sites in the United States and more
than 5,000 will gather at 22 other
sites around the world for the open-
ing of the Feast of Tabernacles.

The Feast video sermon presen-
tation is due to be duplicated and sent
to all sites. Titled The United Church
of God: A Work in Progress, it con-
tains segments of a sermon given by
President Les McCullough.

The sermon provides a launch-
ing pad for interviews about pro-
claiming the good news and the
warning message through The
Good News, member participation
in the waiting room program, TV
spots ads, testing of TV and radio
programs, World News and
Prophecy and the Internet. A sec-
tion on feeding the flock looks at
educational programs and youth
camps. International areas and scat-
tered brethren are also featured. UNUN

Wanda and Don Ward, Barbara and Gary Antion and visitor Ivan Yurishko
from Ukraine at Council of Elders meetings in Seattle, Washington

Shauna Summey takes aim at McKenzie; Raphael
Bernal, from France, rappels in the Tetons

The United Church of God,
an International Association,
announced plans August 26 to
establish a systematic and intensive
program, beginning January 10,
2000, for students to study biblical
doctrines and Scripture.

ÒAfter a great deal of discus-
sion among the Council of Elders
and with senior members of the
ministry, it was evident that the
Church could greatly benefit from
a formal course of study for inter-
ested and committed people, par-
ticularly younger people,Ó
President Les McCullough said.

ÒWe have neither the inclina-
tion, the need, nor the resources to
start a new college or university,Ó
Mr. McCullough said. ÒBut after

reviewing our physical and finan-
cial resources here at the home
office, we determined that we could
offer a highly-focused curriculum
where students could deeply
immerse themselves in the
Scriptures. Our desire is to pass
along to the next generation the
understanding we have been given
of GodÕs Word and His plan.Ó

Mr. McCullough stressed that
the program is not intended to serve
as a ministerial training program.
ÒThe Ambassador Bible Center will
serve to ground students in scriptur-
al knowledge and doctrine,Ó he
explained. ÒOur desire is to earnest-
ly safeguard the Ôfaith once deliv-
ered,Õ especially for future genera-
tions (though men and women of all

ages may apply for admission to
this program).Ó

Whether participants who
complete this program would ulti-
mately become Church employees
or called to the ministry is not a
focus of the program. ÒThe prime
imperative is to pass along and
make available our God-given
understanding of GodÕs WordÑ
delivered in a systematic mannerÑ
to the next generation,Ó he said. 

The program is designed to
provide students with intensive
instruction for a period of about
nine months. ÒIt will be an exciting
and challenging course, but it is not
designed for individuals who are
incapable of truly committing

(See ÒAMBASSADOR,Ó page 7)



by Aaron Dean

ÒYouÕre the kingÑyou can make these
hill people do what is best for them,Ó said the
generals to ThailandÕs King Bhumibol.

ÒIt may be best,Ó replied the king, Òbut
we must find a better way and not offend
these people. ArenÕt there enough enemies?Ó

That was the way the king related this
story in a private conversation some years
ago, and it has stuck with me ever since. It
was one of many conversations I had with
him and his queen during a 12-year relation-
ship, which I recently renewed after a 11-year
rest from travel. Many pearls of wisdom
came from these talks.

The Bible says the children of this world
are often wiser than the children of light. Yet
it doesnÕt say we shouldnÕt be wise. The
Proverbs are full of wisdom we are implored
to use. God wants us to keep our eyes open
for pearls of wisdom that we can use. Indeed
He says we should become Òperfect, just as
your Father in heaven is perfect.Ó This would
imply building a great deal of wisdom.

The Thai king faced a dilemma. This hill
tribe lived in a dry climate where water was
unpredictable. Their meager farming meth-
ods meant clearing land, usually with
destructive slash and burn methods, and then
moving on to new land after a season or two.
Even then the tribe often went hungry as
streams dried up.

The king had surveyed this land exten-
sively and had decided to help the people.
He was going to build a dam that would
provide a steady source of water year
round. It was a great plan, and this was one

of the few places suited for a sizable dam.
This tribe, unfortunately, had cleared its

land exactly in the area that would be covered
by water behind the dam! The chief was
afraid and upset because the water would

cover their fields. He didnÕt want a dam. He
didnÕt want to move. Perhaps there were
some superstitions involved regarding the
gods, along with his own fear.

The generals were right. The kingÕs plan
was best for the people. It would give them
water year round. They could irrigate and not
have to move so often. And, yes, the king did
have the power to enforce his building plans.

ÒI asked my aides to look upstream
for another place,Ó he told me. They found
a place where a small dam could be built.
ÒIt wouldnÕt be as good, but the tribe could
see how it worked,Ó he explained.

So they built the dam there and no

fields were flooded and no one was afraid.
A year later the king went back. The

tribe was at peace, and very appreciative of
the dam. The tribal chief apologized for stop-
ping the larger dam. ÒI was wrong,Ó he said.

ÒCould you build the bigger
dam?Ó And the king did.

At a time when the com-
munists were trying to stir
unrest in Thailand among these
hill tribes, the king made an ally.
Instead of allowing a seed of
discord to be planted, he found
another way and ended up
building both trust and loyalty.
This tribe could never be
swayed against their trusted
benefactor.

How often do we, when we
are in a position of power, lack
wisdom in using authority?
How often do we make specific
demands about the what, when

and how of something that probably really
does not need to be done?

How do our children, our spouses or our
employees react to our demands? Do the
ÒdamsÓ we build provide nourishment and
trust to those we love, or do they ÒdrownÓ the
people we wish to help? How does Christ
treat us in His leadership role?

It is very rewarding to help people in a
way that gently brings them along. As
Christians, when we think of the power God
has in store for us, it is our duty to do as this
wise king didÑthat is to Òfind a better way,Ó
even when we know the answer and have the
power. UNUN
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Aaron Dean with King Bhumibol of Thailand

ALesson in Wisdom

Q. One of the Òwinds of doctrineÓ that
has been blowing around the Church is that
tithing is not required. Some even claim that
assertion doesnÕt contradict our fundamental
belief as stated in the Constitution. What does
the Church teach on tithing?

A. Our teaching on tithing has not
changed. In our fundamental beliefs as listed in
the Constitution of the United Church of God,
an International Association, Article 2.1.18,
we read the following: ÒWe believe in tithing as
a way of honoring God with our substance and
as a means of serving Him in the preaching of
the gospel, the care of the Church, attending the
festivals and helping the needy.Ó

Our belief in tithing is well founded in
the pages of the Bible and the history of the
Church. The tithe belongs to God and there-
fore can appropriately be called ÒsacredÓ or
Òholy.Ó It is sanctified or set apart. The term
tithe itself means ÒtenthÓ and tithing means
Òtenthing.Ó Anything less than a tenth is not a
tithe. This is the core of our understanding
and belief about tithing.

The fundamental belief lists three pur-

poses for tithing, thus identifying three dis-
tinct tithes. While there can be administrative
decisions made regarding the three tithes,
there has been no change in the essential
needs among the people of God: (1) to preach
the gospel and care for the Church, (2) to
attend the festivals and (3) help the needy.

It was essential to all those involved in
the early days of the United Church of God
that there be a continuity with the beliefs
through which God called us and led us to
conversion. There was no doubt when the
fundamental beliefs were prepared that God
commands tithing and that to refuse is tanta-
mount to robbing God (Malachi 3:8). Just as
prayer, tithing is a personal, private matter,
but no less expected of each Christian.

Other scriptures to study include the
example of Abram and Jacob in Genesis 14
and 28; how God later allowed the Levites to
gather His tithe to do His Work in Numbers
18:21; how Christ told the multitudes and
disciples that tithing should be done in
Matthew 23:1, 23; and how Christ superced-
ed the Levitical system in Hebrews 7. Christ

has always been the real recipient of the tithe.
An administrative decision about tithing

on net income was made by the Council of
Elders in May 1996, which is summarized in
its last paragraph: ÒWhile the Church
acknowledges the validity of GodÕs law of
tithing, it also recognizes the excessive levels
of taxation and their impact on individual
incomes. The Church believes that the appro-
priate definition of ÔincreaseÕ is net income
after income tax. Therefore, the Church
teaches that the tithe may be calculated on net
income after income tax has been deducted.
Of course, members are free to tithe on gross
income before income taxes are deducted if
they so choose and they are free to make con-
tributions above their tithes as an expression
of GodÕs way of give.Ó

The Council also made a statement on
third tithe in September 1996. This took an
administrative decision made by Herbert W.
Armstrong in 1982 about some nations and
applied it to the United States. In sum, the
statement said that members do not Òneed to
pay what in effect was an additional third

Q&A: Tithing

tithe to the Church when governments were
taxing them and using that tax for the same
intent and purpose as the biblical third tithe.Ó

The full text of these statements and
additional information about tithing is being
sent to elders to use in preparation of ser-
mons or Bible studies. Feel free to talk with
your minister about this. UNUN



by Gary E. Antion

ÒI will work a work in your days
which you would not believe, though it
were told you,Ó God thundered to the
nation of Judah (Habakkuk 1:5). He meant
the forces of the Chaldeans were to come
upon them and perform a mighty ÒworkÓ
upon them! However, Luke, in the book of
Acts, uses the same expression to describe
how God would do a mighty work through
His Church! What does it mean to Òdo the
Work?Ó

The words work, works and related
words are found throughout the Bible.
Basically the passages fall into four cate-
gories: GodÕs work, SatanÕs work, our own
work and the Work of God.

The two primary words in the Hebrew
and Greek are: masehÑmeaning Òan actionÓ
and ergonÑmeaning ÒworkÓ or Òtoil.Ó

LetÕs examine these areas from the Bible
to better understand the work we need to be
doing and the work we must avoid!

GodÕs Work
God, Himself, does works. His creation

is spoken of as His works. David wrote,
ÒWhen I consider Your heavens, the work of
Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which
You have ordainedÓ (Psalm 8:3). GodÕs work
involved His creation, His re-creation and
His spiritual creation as well as His miracles!

John wrote of GodÕs work through doing
miracles. After being asked who sinned
(when Jesus met the man who was born
blind), He replied, ÒNeither this man nor his
parents sinned, but that the works of God
should be revealed in himÓ (John 9:3).

ChristÕs work involved building His
Church (Matthew 16:18). Jesus spoke of
humans being redeemed as the work of
God. ÒThen they said to Him, ÔWhat shall
we do, that we may work the works of
God?Õ Jesus answeredÉ ÔThis is the work
of God, that you believe in Him whom He
sentÕÓ (John 6:28Ð29). Concerning His
healing on the Sabbath and subsequent
preaching, Jesus told the Jews, ÒMy Father
has been working until now, and I have
been workingÓ (John 5:17).

ChristÕs works, which came from the
Father, gave witness that Jesus is the Christ
(John 5:36). Jesus came to further the work of

God and finish His phase of it (John 4:34).
So, we see that God the Father and Jesus
Christ do their work!

SatanÕs Work
Satan also has his work. We need to be

aware of his works and avoid them! In 1 John
3:8 we read JohnÕs record, ÒHe who sins is of
the devil, for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that He might destroy the
works of the devil.Ó

SatanÕs work is described in numerous
scriptures as deceiving humans, weakening
the nations, accusing others, sowing discord
and scaring humans as a roaring lion (see
Revelation 12:9Ð10; Isaiah 14:12; 1 Peter
5:8). He works in humans to lead them to dis-
obedience (Ephesians 2:2). He leads people
into works of darkness so God may condemn
them. Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:11, ÒAnd
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather expose them.Ó 

It is SatanÕs desire to get us to join him
in his works of darkness. Paul warned the
Church members at Corinth, ÒLest Satan
should take advantage of us; for we are not
ignorant of his devicesÓ (2 Corinthians 2:11).
We must avoid SatanÕs works!

Our Works
Our works will either be good or evil.

We must, with the strength of GodÕs Holy
Spirit, determine that our works will be good
ones. We will be rewarded according to our
works. In Proverbs 24:12 we read, Òand will
He not render to each man according to his
deeds?ÕÕSince we will be judged according to
our doings or works now, so will those in the
second resurrection be judged according to
their works (Revelation 20:12). 

LetÕs look at the good works we may do.
Being a light is one of the great works that
Christ desires of us. ÒLet your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heavenÓ
(Matthew 5:16). Our Christian examples
involve the good works that honor our great
God. Even a child is known to God by his or
her works (Proverbs 20:11). 

Tabitha was well-known among the
members of the Church and community by
her works (Acts 9:36). We are all admonished
in 1 John 3:18 to not love in word only, but
by our deeds (works). We need to be careful
to Òmaintain good worksÓ as Paul wrote in
Titus 3:14. We are encouraged to provoke
others to love and good works especially as
we gather each Sabbath (Hebrews 10:24Ð25).

Though we hope all our works will be
good ones, there are warnings against our
own evil works. Paul wrote to Titus, ÒThey
profess to know God, but in works they deny
Him, being abominable, disobedient, and dis-
qualified for every good workÓ (Titus 1:16).
We are urged to move away from Òdead
worksÓ in Hebrews 6:1.

We all desire to do the good works as
individuals. We fall into evil works as our

human nature or Satan gets the best of us. In
the end we hope for the praise that will come
from our good works as illustrated by the vir-
tuous woman of Proverbs 31:31.

We may know that God wonÕt quit on
us. ÒBeing confident of this very thing, that
He who has begun a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus ChristÓ
(Philippians 1:6).

The Work of God
If GodÕs Work is what He does, the

Work of God is what He does through others.
Collectively and individually we must be
about our FatherÕs business of preaching the
gospel to this world (Matthew 24:14 and
28:19Ð20). That was the burning desire of
Jesus Christ, and it is ours (John 9:4). We
need to be doing the Work of God!

As members of the Body of Christ, we
individually serve God through prayer, fast-
ing and service to His Church. Consider
TimothyÕs example. ÒAnd if Timothy
comes, see that he may be with you without
fear; for he does the work of the Lord, as I
also doÓ (1 Corinthians 16:10). Both
Timothy and Paul were individually
engaged in doing the Work of God. Paul
writes of Epaphroditus doing the work as
an individual by his diligent service to Paul.
Philippians 2:30 says, ÒBecause for the
work of Christ he came close to death, not
regarding his life, to supply what was lack-
ing in your service toward me.Ó 

The Council of Elders in
conjunction with the

home office staff is very
desirous to do all that is
possible to preach God’s
message to this world.

Paul referred to those with whom he had
involvement in their conversion as Òmy work
in the LordÓ (1 Corinthians 9:1). 

Collectively, we support the ministry
that is responsible for helping in the work of
preparing the Bride of Christ (the Church). It
is called the Òwork of the ministryÓ in
Ephesians 4:11Ð12. Paul was pleased to join
with other members in the selfless service by
sharing the grace of God with others (2
Corinthians 6:1Ð2). 

The seven churches of Revelation all
had one thing in common. They had works!
In Revelation chapters 2 and 3 John records
for each, ÒI know your worksÉ.Ó Most of the
works were good, but some were not com-
mendable. These churches had works collec-
tively that represented them.

When Jesus Christ returns, He wants to
see us abounding in His Work. We know that
whatever we do for His sake will never be
counted useless. Paul wrote, ÒTherefore, my

beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor is not in vain in the
LordÓ (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

In the very last chapter of the last book
of the Bible we read the inspiring words of
Jesus Christ, the Revelator. ÒAnd behold, I
am coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to every one according to his
workÓ (Revelation 22:12).

Doing and Supporting the Work
The Work of God is being done through

human beingsÑindividually or collectively.
As individuals our examples vividly

show that GodÕs way works. On our knees
we individually pray for God to grant us suc-
cess in preaching the gospel and taking care
of the Church. Our individual care for those
in need is doing the Work. Some congrega-
tions have collectively done the Work of God
through their involvement in local programs
such as placing magazines in hospital waiting
rooms or helping stuff envelopes for the wait-
ing room program. Some have individually
taken brochure holders with multiple request
cards to various establishments. 

A few churches have had the talent and
means to create public access television pro-
grams to share the good news of GodÕs king-
dom and His way of life with those who tune
in. Now these programs are available to
other areas as they request it. Our Web site is
another means of reaching out with the
gospel. ÒCybercastingÓ is being used. We
have hosted public lectures and open houses
and they will continue to be held.

ReaderÕs Digest and several newspapers
have been used to place ads for The Good
News and booklets. The responses have been
very encouraging. Floating advertisements
have been on other magazinesÕ Web sites. A
test of the TV guide channel on cable televi-
sion will be run this fall. The ad will be com-
plete with visuals and audio and will adver-
tise our magazine. 

Collectively, we have the wonderful
Good News magazine and many outstanding
booklets. A Bible study course is nearing
completion and has been featured in the
expanded edition of The Good News.
Television and radio spot ads have been used
and preparations have begun to test radio and
television programs. 

The Council of Elders in conjunction
with the home office staff is very desirous to
do all that is possible to preach GodÕs mes-
sage to this world. We are trying to do it as
effectively and economically as possible. Our
goal this year is to build the print run to a
quarter of a million. From all of the reports,
we are well on our way. We look to God to
bless our efforts to fulfill the great commis-
sion (Matthew 28:18Ð20 and Matthew
24:14). LetÕs all pray for the success of the
various programs that are instituted and for
others to be used to proclaim the gospel of the
kingdom of God. LetÕs all be busily doing our
best to support the Work of God! UNUN
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¥ We continue this new section, coordinat-
ed by Matthew Fenchel, devoted exclusively
to articles and updates from areas outside of
the United States.

Satellite Television Opens
Up to the British Work

¥ John Jewell, a Council member and
operation manager for the work in Britain,
tells about putting spot ads on television in
October, and about the Birmingham congre-
gation and the British summer camp.

We never thought it possible! But then
we never thought it was possible to be nation-
wide in ReadersÕDigest! We also didnÕt think

it was possible to be on radio
every week with our own
World Tomorrow program.

But to be on television really
did seem to be impossible. 

During the Council of
Elders meetings in May in

Cincinnati, Peter Eddington was working on
some 30-second spot ads for Canada that
stimulated the idea that maybe, just maybe,
we could use these in Britain. A phone call to
Sky TV on returning to England established
the fact that not only was it possible, but we
could actually afford it! We already had the
money in our media budget. The British

National Council unanimously approved
going ahead with this exciting project!
Working with Peter Eddington we now have
videotapes of a 30-second ad for satellite tele-
vision advertising The Good News.

Sky TV has an audience of over 16 mil-
lion throughout the British Isles and Western
Europe. For what we can afford Sky TV has
developed a campaign for us covering nine
days at the beginning of October. We are now
scheduled to be on Sky One (a popular chan-
nel), Sky News (now as prestigious as BBC
if not more so), the History Channel and the
National Geographic Channel. This balance
of channels gives us, Sky TV feels, the best
target audience for what we want to achieve
and will maximize response for the cost.

For the ad itself we needed a British
voice-over, and for this we used David
McDermott who presents our radio program.
We also needed to have the British address
and phone number showing on screen. Peter
Eddington worked on this and achieved
everything we needed.

Over the nine day period we will have
some 80 showings of our ad on the four chan-
nels. Three days in the first week, and then
four days starting with the weekend subse-
quent to the first airings. This will give us
experience of weekdays and also of week-
ends, but with the advantage of avoiding
Friday evenings when people tend to go out
and not stay in watching TV. 

What do we anticipate the response to
be? There is no experience to guide us. In all
of these things the tender plant that is the
British church is having to feel its way. One
thing is for sure, itÕs fun finding out! And we
also know that unless we get out there and do
what we can, nothing will happen! There is a
very real responsibility and urgency we have
and we feel that very deeply.

The Church in Britain
The Birmingham church is now becom-

ing a regular part of the speaking schedule
and in January we are hoping to have regular
weekly services. We really do hope that it
wonÕt be too many more months before we
can have a group meeting in Scotland, in

Eastern England, in the South of England and
in the Southwest.

British Summer Camp
We have also just concluded the first

summer camp for our young people. This
was not so much an SEP as a family camp. A
year ago we did not see how we could have a
youth camp. But facilities were found in
Devon in the Southwest of England and
everything began to come together as it was
organized by David and Barbara Fenney.
This was a first for them as well. They had
never camped before, let alone organized a
youth or family camp. 

The Fenneys were ably assisted by
David Payne from the Isle of Man, Tania and
Brian Ellams from Gloucester and my wife,
Tina, who spent many years as a P.E. teacher
and has been involved with a number of
youth camps over the years. Everything went
very well, especially as, once again, we had
most welcome support from a group from the
United States from Melvin RhodesÕ area in
Michigan. The group included seven young
people along with adults Mark Vreeland,
Noreen Burry, Lenore Houghton and Pam
Vreeland. The young people added a certain
je ne sais quoi that only those from the U.S.
can bring and the adults also provided help
and support with the logistics (in other words,
helped out with the cooking and washing
upÑthe fun things!). We were really pleased
they were with us and hope that they got as
much from being over here as we did from
having them. 

We had a full range of activities: canoe-
ing on the River Tamar from Calstock, hiking
across Dartmoor and climbing some of the
tors (large, and sometimes quite high, out-
crops of granite), learning line dancing, learn-
ing  how to stencil (some even stenciled their
own T-shirts), candle making, football, sing-
alongsÑthe time went very quickly!

The weather was basically great, but the
atmosphere and attitudes were really super,
and everyone had a very good camp. We
donÕt know yet whether we shall be able to
have another next year. We hope soÑand
maybe someone out there in the United

States would like to begin planning to come
over to England and help us all to have anoth-
er great camp to our mutual benefit. Bowing
to pleas eloquently made by the young peo-
ple, we are mulling over the possibility of
having a camp in FranceÑwe have done it
before, so it isnÕt beyond the realm of possi-
bility. We shall see!

GideonÕs Army Doing the
Work Down Under

¥ Ruth Root is a member of the Australian
National Council and works in the Australian
office. She submitted this report on behalf of
the Australian National Council.

It occurred to me when thinking about
our last two years of progress with our small
group of members (409 people took the
Passover in Australia in 1999) that our situa-
tion parallels to some extent that of the
Israelites at the time of Gideon. They were
under attack. Every time their crops were
ready for harvest the Midianites destroyed
them. The Israelites eventually cried out to
their Creator for help. God answered their
prayer and sent an angel to Gideon. Gideon
demanded signs from God, which he was
granted. Emboldened and reassured, he even-
tually assembled an army to fight the
Midianites. But God continued to refine His
army until finally Gideon was left with 300
men out of the original 32,000.

God accomplished his purpose with
only 300 men so that the Israelites knew their
victory was due to GodÕs might and power

and not their own.
This story encourages
us today should we
begin to think that
because we are few

we are destined to be
ineffectual. 

Working here each day at the Australian
National Office on the Gold Coast with just
two employees, our three faithful pastors,
Bruce Dean, Graemme Marshall and Barry
Williams, eight elders and our 409 commit-
ted members, I see us also as a small army
whom God has called to proclaim GodÕs sal-
vation to the Australian people. We are a
much depleted, but fully committed, army
with many members volunteering time to
help the Church after they have already put in
a full dayÕs work, and God is blessing us
despite our problems, foibles and human
weaknesses. Taking stock at the end of our
financial year (the financial year ends on June
30 in Australia) and preparing reports for the
auditors and directors of the Church is an
opportunity to look back over what has hap-
pened these past 12 months. 

Income Holding Steady
Just before the financial year began

some members moved to another Church of
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U.S. State Department
Travel Warning for

Nigeria
Our members and traveling minis-

ters face dangers internationally and need
our prayers. Here are excerpts from the
Consular Information Sheet for Nigeria:

ÒThe Department of State warns U.S.
citizens of the dangers of travel to Nigeria.
Violent crime, committed by persons in
police and military uniforms, as well as by
ordinary criminals, is an acute problem
throughout the country. Use of public
transportation throughout Nigeria, includ-
ing taxis, is dangerous and should be
avoided.É

ÒEmbassy employees are required to
travel in armored vehicles between the
islands and [airport], and when traveling
to the airport at night, Embassy policy
requires that they be accompanied by a
police officer.É

ÒCarjackings, roadblock robberies
and armed break-ins occur often;
assailants sometimes shoot victims for no
apparent reason.É

ÒDue to a lack of effective security
measures, the U.S. Secretary of
Transportation has ordered that direct air
services between the U.S. and the
Murtala Muhammed Airport in Lagos be
suspended.Ó
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God group and the National Council was
concerned about the stability of our income
base here in Australia. However, as the
months went by it became obvious that,
because of the small army of faithful, tithing
members, our income level, although it
dropped, was holding steady. 

The financial subsidy received annually
from the United States enables us to do
much, much more towards preaching the
gospel, distributing our literature and caring
for those God has given us than we would
have been able to do ourselves. In fact, thanks
to the generosity of our American brethren,
and the determined faithfulness of our mem-
bers, the National Council was able to
increase the amount already budgeted for
preaching the gospel this financial year by an
additional $10,000 (all figures, Australian
dollars). So, in total, for this financial year
$37,000 has been allotted to advertising and
promotions, with another $11,660 budgeted
for preaching the gospel throughout Australia
at the congregational level, making a grand
total of $48,660 budgeted for this purpose.

As this article goes to
press we have already

reached our goal of
increasing the waiting
room program to 1,000

and intend to push
forward with this

program throughout the
year.

More Waiting Rooms and
Advertising

We have set a goal of increasing the
Good News mailing list to 5,000 subscribers
(after renewal) by the end of this financial
year and, as part of this goal, increasing our
waiting room program circulation to around
1,000. There are also contingency plans to go
beyond this goal of 5,000 if we are able to
support the mailing costs of maintaining the
larger circulation list. As this article goes to
press we have already reached our goal of
increasing the waiting room program to
1,000 and intend to push forward with this
program throughout the year. A subscriber
from the waiting room program is considered
a high quality subscriber, since he or she has
already seen and read the magazine and
therefore has a genuine interest in receiving a
subscription. 

We have also planned a half-page, full-
color ad right after the Feast of Tabernacles in
the next ThatÕs Life magazine advertising the
booklet You Can Understand Bible Prophecy
and offering a subscription to the Good News
magazine. The booklet was chosen because
of the increasing interest in prophecy and
future events sparked by the anticipation of
the year 2000. We can expect at least another

350 to 400 responses from this ad. The Media
and Publishing Committee also has other
advertising initiatives planned for the year. 

When setting our circulation goals we
always have to take into account the postage
costs for mailing, not only the Good News
magazine, but also the additional booklets
that interested subscribers inevitably request.
We estimate that this year it will cost $30,000
to support a Good News mailing list of 5,000
subscribers. These postage and support costs
pertain only to the mailing of the Good News
magazine and booklets, and not to other liter-
ature mailed to members and others such as
United News and World News and Prophecy. 

Reg Wright, the National Office
Manager, reported we mailed out over
15,000 envelopes of literature last financial
year, with many of the envelopes containing
up to three or four pieces of literature.

New Donors, Members, Churches
and Elders

Over the last few months a very small
number of donors and co-workers have
begun responding to what they read in the
Good News magazine, and we are expecting
this response to increase. We have had 15
baptisms since the United Church of God in
Australia began. During the last year a new
Bible study group was established in
Beerwah, Queensland, where a group of
approximately 30 very grateful members
now fellowship every two weeks. The small
Bible study on the Gold Coast has now
grown to the point where they have a service
three times a month. The fourth Sabbath of
every month is reserved so that members can
visit their mother church in Brisbane and
enjoy the fellowship there with old friends.

The United Church of GodÑAustralia
also had the pleasure of welcoming elder
Allan Hambleton, and his wife, Helen, and
daughter, Sally, to Australia from the United
States during the last 12 months. The
Hambletons now reside in Brisbane and
assist regional pastor Graemme Marshall in
caring for the members in the southeast
Queensland region. Don Goodger, treasurer
for the United Church of GodÑAustralia,
was also ordained a local elder in Melbourne
providing another assistant for regional pas-
tor Barry Williams. 

New Chairman
The term of office for the chairman of

the National Council expired in July, and
Bruce Dean, the incumbent chairman, decid-
ed not to stand for membership of the
National Council again. Mr. Dean is not only
the only United Church of God elder in New
South Wales, but also took on the additional
responsibility of pastoring New Zealand until
the Council of Elders could send a minister
there. He has been a member of the
Transitional Planning Team and the National
Council since the United Church of God
began in Australia and, more recently, chair-
man of the Pastoral Committee. He has
decided to lighten his workload for an inter-
im period to concentrate on his pastoral
responsibilities.

As one of our experienced pastors, Mr.
Dean will maintain contact with the National
Council on matters pertaining to the Church
and he will continue to coordinate a festival
site and the national summer camp. The
United Church of God in Australia and the
National Council wish to express their admi-
ration and appreciation for Bruce and
Jeanette DeanÕs dedication and service. 

Bill Eddington has been elected chair-
man of the National Council for the next two

years. Mr. Eddington
has extensive experi-
ence in management
and has been an
elder in the Church
of God for many
years. The National
Council welcomes
Mr. Eddington to the

chairmanship of the National Council and
recognizes that this will be a heavy workload
along with his full-time job and his responsi-
bilities as an elder in Victoria.

More Good News and
Booklets for Germany

¥ Paul Kieffer, pastor of the congregations
in Germany, Austria and German-speaking
Switzerland, writes from Bonn, Germany.

The July-August issue of the German
Good News (Gute Nachrichten) magazine
was mailed to 2,904 subscribers last month, a
6 percent increase over the last issue.

Three Times as Many Booklets;
More National Print Ads

UCG-GermanyÕs regular direct-mail
program continues to prompt reader
response. Over 800 booklets have been
ordered since the program began in April. In
the first six months of 1999, UCG-Germany
mailed three times as many booklets as were
mailed in all of 1998. The most requested
booklets for the first half of 1999 were What
Happens After Death? (205 requests) and
How to Understand the Bible (190 requests),
which has been available only since May.

As its final major decision, the outgo-
ing UCG-Germany National
Council approved two new
ads for the fall. One ad will be
placed in the reform rund-

schau health food magazine in
October. This magazine has a

circulation of approximately
300,000 and is distributed in health food
stores in Germany. The second ad will be a
quarter-page ad in the entire German edition
of ReaderÕs Digest using the Òhalf-full, half-
emptyÓ glass motif that UCG-Germany has
used in all recent ads. ReaderÕs Digest has a
circulation of approximately 1.2 million in
Germany, and the ad will run in November.

New Council Chosen
Of the 57 members willing to serve on

the National Council, UCG-Germany mem-
bers nominated 14 people for the final selec-

tion process, which, in accordance with
UCG-GermanyÕs bylaws, is carried out by
UCG-GermanyÕs elders. The new National
Council members are Hermann Goehring,
Ernst Herzogenrath, Paul Kieffer, Rolf Marx,
Alfred Nachtsheim, Alfred Riehle and Kurt
Schmitz. Mr. Marx is a newcomer to the
Council; the other six were reappointed for a
new three-year term. The new Council has a
combined experience of approximately 140
years membership in GodÕs Church and will
have its  first formal meeting during the Feast
of Tabernacles in Schluchsee, Germany.

UCG-Germany gratefully acknowl-
edges special donations made by the
Indianapolis, Indiana, and Garden Grove,
California, churches. Both church areas
donated $500 to help fund a computer equip-
ment upgrade for UCG-GermanyÕs editorial
work. The money is being used to help fund
the purchase of a new laptop computer.

In the first six months of
1999, UCG-Germany
mailed three times as
many booklets as were
mailed in all of 1998. 

Newsletter Reprints Article
An article in the Gute Nachrichten mag-

azine has been reprinted in an informational
newsletter distributed in the German state of
Baden-Wuerttenberg. The article ÒTodayÕs
Toys: ChildÕs Play or Something Else?Ó by
Victor Kubik originally appeared in the
November-December 1997 Good News.

After the article was published, a sub-
scriber requested permission to reprint the
article in the newsletter of the Free Religious
Youth, published in Karlsruhe, Germany.
UCG-Germany granted permission with the
stipulation that the Gute Nachrichten maga-
zine be given as the source, mentioning that
subscriptions are free. The May 1999 issue of
the groupÕs newsletter contained the reprint.

New Zealand Uses
ReaderÕs Digest, Other

Promotions

¥ This report was pulled from articles by
Daniel Porteous, treasurer, and Bruce
Porteous in United News New Zealand,
http://www.ucg.org/a/news/nz0899.htm. See
page 16 for an article about New ZealandÕs
new pastor, Jeff Caudle.

The mailing list in New Zealand is now
over 1,500, and the goal is to increase it to
over 2,000 this year.

ReaderÕs Digest and 
ThatÕs Life Ads

We have recently run our second
ReaderÕs Digest advertisement for this calen-
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dar year, again in the prime gatefold position
on the inside front cover. Responses have
been a little slower than the February issue,
but overall, the ReaderÕs Digest has proven to
be an effective way of reaching people with
the Good News.

In August a half-page advertisement
appeared in a popular womenÕs magazine,

the New Zealand edition of
ThatÕs Life. This publica-
tion has proved to be very
successful in generating

responses in Australia where
the After Death Then What?

booklet was advertised. We will
be advertising After Death Then

What? and You Can Understand Bible
Prophecy, along with The Good News. ThatÕs
Life will target a different readership than that
of ReaderÕs Digest. 

A considerable number of people are
writing in to request additional literature.
Most request multiple booklets and weÕve
had some request ministerial visits. There
appears to be a real desire by many people
today to find some of the answers to lifeÕs
problems with particular interest in prophecy. 

Waiting Rooms and Brochures
The waiting room program is generating

a steady inflow under the supervision of
Geoff Mills. This is expected to generate an
ongoing level of responses at a relatively low
cost to the Church. 

Roy Michelson, national coordinator for
the brochure program, has put together a
team of volunteers to position brochure hold-
ers in strategic locations around New
Zealand. The attractive brochures have
proven to be the most cost effective way to
build up the Good News mailing list. 

Activity-Filled August 
in Canada

¥ Gary Antion, operation manager for the
Work in Canada, sent this report. See also
reports on a Canadian public lecture, page
15, and the Canadian summer camp, page 10.

August has been a busy month for the
Canadian branch of United Church of God. 

Waiting Room Growth
We have been busy making an assault on

the waiting rooms in strategic church areas.
So far, there have been over 2,400 offers for
magazine subscriptions. We have added 800
waiting rooms already to our mailing list. We

anticipate sev-
eral thousand
more after our
mailings are
complete. We

still have
several larg-

er areas to do.
Our goal

for the fiscal year (April 1, 1999 to March 31,
2000) was to double our mailing list to 8,000.
Now it looks very likely that we will reach or

exceed the 10,000 mark. We are excited to
sow the seeds of ChristÕs message about the
kingdom of God through the Good News
magazine. We have such a great magazine
with powerful articles that will help our fel-
low human beings. 

Ad on TV Guide Channel
David Palmer, an elder in Vancouver,

British Columbia, is working with Peter
Eddington at the home office to produce a
test advertisement for the TV guide channel
on cable in the Pickering, Ajax, area of
Ontario. It is just to the east of Toronto and
has 94,000 cable subscribers. The ad will be
seen an average of 150 times per week for a
six-week run. We will evaluate the effec-
tiveness of this means of spreading the
gospel. Please join us in praying for the suc-
cess of this endeavor.

Another elder has been ordained to help
share the load of caring for GodÕs people in
Canada. George Carter was finally ordained
on August 7 by Mel Rahel and me (Gary
Antion) at the therapy facility where his wife
Christine is undergoing treatment to recover
from her injuries from a car accident. The
National Council of Canada and ultimately
the Council of Elders had approved George
earlier in the spring. We agreed to wait until
Christine was well enough to appreciate the
ordination. Our wives and a few friends
attended as well. It was a time of tears of joy
at this inspiring ceremony. 

Our goal…was to double
our mailing list to 8,000.
Now it looks very likely
that we will reach or

exceed the 10,000 mark. 

Visiting Tours
Visiting tours were scheduled in the

Maritimes to meet new prospectives and
encourage the members. Barb and I did the
tour in Newfoundland and visited all of the
18 members in that province. All were there
for services on August 14. A record number
of 20 attended. Newly ordained elder George
Carter and Ed van Pelt, office manager for
UCGÑCanada, are touring the other three
provinces of the MaritimesÑPrince Edward
Island, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
They had a few new visits to make in addi-
tion to Òstrengthening the souls of the disci-
plesÓ as Paul and Barnabas did in Acts 14:22.
One more tour of Saskatchewan is being
planned by Robert Berendt to serve the scat-
tered members in that province.

Finally, summer camp took place in
Alberta with 27 campers and 20 staff mem-
bers. The campers came from the western
provinces of Canada and Washington, Idaho
and Montana in the United States. The youths
of the Church have the opportunity to have
fun and grow together in a godly way. Eight

of our youths and a counselor from the
Toronto area attended Camp Heritage in
Pennsylvania, as it is less expensive to travel
to that camp than to the Canadian camp.

We are thrilled with what God is doing
in Canada. We pray to be useful instruments
in our FatherÕs hands.

Growth in Zambia and
Other News From
Southern Africa

¥ Andr� van Belkum, pastor in South
Africa, submitted the update about the mem-
bers in Southern Africa. Peter Hawkins sub-
mitted the report on waiting room and card
holder programs, and Neil Becker reported
on the move of the office.

The Southern African region consists of
10 different and independent countries in
Africa (South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland,
Angola, Mozambique, Zambia, Zimbabwe,
Malawi, Namibia and Botswana) and the
island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean off
the east coast. Presently we have members in
four of the African countries, but we are
already receiving letters from the other areas.
Here are the highest attendance figures for
the month of July this year: South Africa,
164; Zambia, 75; Zimbabwe, 9; Malawi, 3;
and Mauritius, 2.

In South Africa there are four congrega-
tions, with members located in virtually all
the major cities. Presently we have two full-
time ministers, Neil Becker and Andr� van
Belkum, and Peter Hawkins is a non-salaried
elder who assists with the congregation in
Cape Town. 

Even though personal contact and visits
to most of these regions is infrequent, we
keep in regular contact either by telephone,
fax, Internet messages and letters. Members
in these countries receive The Good News,
United News, booklets and other literature
from our home office. The news reports from
the home office and Mr. McCullough are sent
from South Africa as soon as they arrive. The
reports are sent to a member in each country,
who in turn makes photocopies for distribu-
tion to all the members in that country. Most
areas receive reports quickly, except for our

three members in Malawi. The Chonde fam-
ily do not have telephone service in their area,
so have to wait until the reports arrive by
post. And sometimes that can take a week.
However, they donÕt mind as any news from
the home office is much appreciated and read
when they congregate in their home on the
Sabbath.

More Members in Zambia
In the country of Zambia there has

been solid growth in membership. Two
years ago Kambani Banda was the only
member, but now there are 28. Most fami-
lies are large, hence the high attendance on
the Sabbath. 

Two years ago Kambani
Banda was the only

member in Zambia, but
now there are 28.

For those interested in geography, first
locate Lusaka, the capitol of Zambia, in your
atlas. Then look due west, and you will notice
a small town called Mumbwa located mid-
way between Lusaka and the Kafue National
Park. ThatÕs the region where the majority of
our Zambian members live. And they will be
observing the Feast there this year! As there
is no electricity supply (or telephones) Mr.

Banda will take a
diesel generator in
order for the group
(about 65) to view
sermon videos sent

from the home office.
Incidentally, along

with Uvongo, South
Africa, the Feast will also be

held in Harare, Zimbabwe.
Even though the congregations in

Southern Africa face many challenges, they
continue to grow in unity and strength. 

Good News Waiting Rooms and
Card Holders

Our first copies of The Good News for
the waiting room program arrived in January
this year, and 500 per issue are being distrib-
uted to four regions in South Africa where
members of United Church of God are con-
centrated: Johannesburg, Durban, East
London and Cape Town.

Several outlying members are keenly
placing magazines around their neighbor-
hoods hoping that more may be called to the
Church in their locality!

In the main population centers, waiting
room magazines are being posted regularly to
some public libraries, school libraries, funer-
al parlors and corporate reception areas. The
Durban congregation has a large proportion
of the congregation taking a few copies each
month, but, as in other areas, there are a few
whose circumstances and zeal mean they
carry the lionÕs share. In East London, copies
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are available in a few hotels and libraries.
Cape Town has copies going to doctorsÕ and
dentistsÕ reception areas as well as libraries.

We received 30 card holders to display
the card brochure. These have been placed in
supermarket check-out areas, public notice
boards and library display counters, among
many other outlets.

Results from distribution of The Good
News and cards to mid-August are: waiting
room response cards, 73; brochure coupons,
160; Good News insert cards, 82; referral
cards Òfrom a friend,Ó 19; miscellaneous (fax,
telephone, Internet), 31.

In one of his regular reports, Durban
coordinator Rob Tyler commented about the
involvement of members:

ÒThe distributorsÕ comments regarding
the program are varied. They find the pro-
gram exciting and heartwarming to provide
this kind of help to the community. Others are
excited about being actively involved in pro-

claiming the gospel. Others worry about their
ability to do the job effectively while some
are having trouble in finding the time to can-
vas possible outlets. Overall we seem to be

getting the job done and my assessment of
the whole scene is that the program is having
a positive effect upon the Durban brethren.
This program provides the motivation to
show that the work is once again going for-
ward. ThatÕs good for everyone.Ó

Mr. Tyler also discussed comments from
the people receiving the magazine. ÒSome
are genuinely puzzled by the Ôfree subscrip-
tionÕ (Is there a catch?) and no hard sell fol-
low-up. Favorable comments about the qual-
ity of the magazine are frequently received.Ó

We are grateful for the continued sup-
port of the home office and brethren whose
tithes continue to fund these programs.

Moving the Office
The South African office has been locat-

ed at the home of members Robert and
Brigitta Kading in Johannesburg. Brigitta
was handling the mail and other functions
while RobertÕs secretary handled the books.

ÒBrigittaÕs mother has reached the age
where she needs full-time attention resulting
in great pressure on Brigitta,Ó said Neil
Becker, pastor in East London. ÒI therefore
offered to take over the entire office function
as I am already in the full-time employed
ministry and our church office functions are
still small-scale enough to be run from a pri-
vate home and do not warrant renting office
space. Also, I am the secretary/treasurer of
the South African National Council of UCG,
Southern Africa, so I guess it would be logi-
cal for me to get completely involved.Ó

Mr. Becker has taken over the mailing
system with the computer database of mem-
bers and Good News readers. In about three
months he will take over the books as well.

ÒI am in the process of having a sepa-
rate telephone and fax line installed in my
home for the Church office,Ó he said.
ÒUnfortunately the post office employees
are on strike so there is a delay!Ó UNUN
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Mr. and Mrs. Katapya of Nalubanta, Zambia

area visiting relatives. He presented the
Council with a certificate of thanks from his
city for the assistance given by United mem-
bers during their economic difficulties.

Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick presented the
ChurchÕs financial situation, which is graphi-
cally better than just one year ago. The cur-
rent fund balance reflects a reserve of 5.7
weeksÕ operating expense for the Church. 

Media Developments
Dr. Kirkpatrick also pointed out the

spectacular growth of the Good News print
run, which will reach the fiscal year target of
250,000 copies with the next issue.

The Council viewed the current round of
TV ads, accompanied by a trial 30-minute
TV program meeting national broadcast stan-
dards (see ÒNew Spot Ads and Program Air,Ó
on page 1). Differing opinions were
expressed about gauging successful response
to these media efforts. Galen Morrison, who
developed the ad campaign with John
Barbush, suggested a 0.1 percent response as
successful. Other views included the recogni-
tion that seed-sowing doesnÕt always bear an
immediate and measurable response.

The Council approved developing two
to three monthsÕ radio broadcasts, with Don
Ward as presenter, to be aired on a CNN-
affiliate in Gilmer, Texas, at $75 a week.

The Council adopted a statement on
public proclamation of the gospel, reviewing
biblical examples and stating the CouncilÕs

determination to fulfill the Òresponsibility of
making disciples of all nations and feeding
the flock, while proclaiming a warning that
the kingdom of God is at hand.Ó

Other Decisions
The Council unanimously approved the

Rules of Association. ÒNo document pro-
duced by this Council has had more review,
editing or wordsmithing,Ó said Leon Walker.
The document now goes to the General
Conference of Elders for its acceptance. The
Council also set the 2000 General
Conference of Elders meeting for May 6, 7
and 8 in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Faced with changing needs, the Council,
by unanimous resolution, reduced the num-
ber of internal committees from ten to seven.
The new Council committees are: Executive,
Doctrine, Education, Ethical Review, Media
and Communications, Roles and Process,
and Strategic Planning and Finance.

The Council gave unanimous support
for job descriptions for U.S. church pastors,
for international Council members and to
remove the word provisional from the presi-
dentÕs job description. 

Strategic Planning Discussions
Roy Holladay led a lively strategic plan-

ning discussion of Church concerns: the con-
tinuing tendency toward apathy and compla-
cency among some members, and the per-
ception some seem to have that the Church
lacks clear vision and purpose.

Several individuals pointed out the con-
nection between Òhands onÓ member
involvement in some aspect of the Work and
the disappearance of apathy.

ÒIf people see us involved in doing a
Work, the apathy will disappear,Ó said Mr.
Holladay. We are now at a point in our histo-
ry where we can begin to move forward.
That, he said, will ignite the membership.

Ministerial Services
Richard Pinelli, manager of Ministerial

Services, addressed the Council August 25
about current needs of the Church, citing
findings from Richard ThompsonÕs report at
the August regional pastorsÕ meetings. These
include congregationalist tendencies still in
evidence in some circles, the aging of the
ministry and the Church, identifying the
unique identity of the United Church of God,
relationships with other groups and outside
speakers at Church functions.

August 27 Mr. Pinelli updated the
Council on progress in handling doctrinal
concerns put forward by members of the
Church. A total of 34 position papers have
been published by the United Church of God,
with eight more in various stages of comple-
tion. A list of 29 more areas of concern from
members shows the work yet ahead.

A new job evaluation process for pastors
was discussed, along with a review of poli-
cies on ordination, credentiallings and expul-
sions. In a discussion on ministerial candidate
identification, selection and education, Mr.

Pinelli referred to a report by a task force of
10 elders. Based on this and other material he
presented a three-part approach: a local lead-
ership training program; a ministerial candi-
date program; and formal classroom training
in biblical studies and associate pastoring.

Work was done on a policy dealing with
speaking at events of other religious organi-
zations, or having elders of other groups
speak at UCG events. The three international
representatives on the Council asked for
more time to put forward their concerns, as
there are sometimes clear differences com-
pared to the American experience.

August 30 the Council surveyed agenda
items on Church identity and a Church out-
reach program, and deliberated policies on
member suspension and disfellowshipping
and member appeals of Church disciplinary
measures. An executive session on internal
Council evaluation concluded day four.

August 31 the Council explored the bib-
lical role of women in the Church and
reviewed a study paper by the Doctrinal
Committee on the Passover of Exodus 12.

The Council met in Seattle as part of its
goal to meet in a local church area at least
once a year. During the weekend Council
members scattered from northern California
to Alaska to speak on the Sabbath. The next
face-to-face Council meetings will be
December 1 to 7 and February 2 to 8, both in
Cincinnati, Ohio. For full reports of the ses-
sions, see http://www.ucg.org/a/council/seat-
tle/seattle.htm. UNUN

themselves,Ó Mr. McCullough said. Students
will take part in course work Monday
through Friday during normal business
hours, completing assignments and tests dur-
ing the day in addition to lecture presenta-
tions. Evenings will then be available for stu-
dents to hold part-time employment to help
pay for their enrollment fees, housing, food,
and other personal living expenses. Students
will be expected to secure and fund their own
housing and other costs, as the Church has no
plans to build or maintain a campus.

Mr. McCullough, Gary Antion and
Ralph Levy will be the resident instructors in
Cincinnati. Don Ward, Richard Thompson
and others will be guest instructors, coming
in to teach three- or four-week modules.

Student Enrollment Fees
Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick said student

enrollment fees for the course will be $1,500.
Instructor salaries and other costs of the pro-
gram will be absorbed by the Church. Plans
are for the program to be conducted in facili-
ties adjacent to the home office in Cincinnati.

ÒThe degree of investment by the Church is
well worth the benefits for future genera-
tions,Ó Dr. Kirkpatrick said. 

Applicants for the program must be at
least 20 years of age. The first group will be
limited to 50 participants, and it is recom-
mendedÑbut not requiredÑthat participants
have completed at least two years of college
or university. Enrollment is open (member-
ship in the United Church of God is not a
requirement), but proselytizing is prohibited. 

The first session will begin January 10,
2000, and conclude early enough in the sum-

mer of 2000 to permit individuals who may
wish to resume their other university pro-
grams to do so for the fall semester of 2000.
For future years, plans are to begin after the
Feast, and conclude the following July. UNUN

ÒCOUNCIL,Ó (Continued from page 1)

ÒAMBASSADOR,Ó (Continued from page 1)

For more information, check
http://www.ucg.org and write to:

Ambassador Bible Center
c/o United Church of God
P.O. Box 541027
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
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Camp Woodmen
This summer marked the second year

for United Youth Camps to operate a region-
al summer camp at Camp Woodmen in
Alabama. The camp ran from June 27 to July
4. The 130 campers and 45 staff members
represented 16 U.S. states along with the
countries of Chile and South Africa.

Mario Seiglie attended as a visiting
camp director from Chile. After returning
home, he wrote, ÒIt was a pleasure to be
there.É Meanwhile, here I am, back to 32
degree weather, wearing a scarf while I write

to youÓ (it was winter in the Southern
Hemisphere). Mr. SeiglieÕs daughter, Debbie,
came as a camper. She wrote, ÒThanks for
everything. I had a great time. Hope to see
you again, but this time in Chile.Ó

Michelle de Campos traveled from
South Africa to serve on the counseling staff
and her brother, Eric, attended as a camper.
Michelle wrote, ÒEric and I want to thank you
once again for giving us the opportunity to
share with GodÕs people. We will definitely
be coming through again someday, hopefully
soon!Ó

Each day began with a Christian living
class. Eight pastors covered a variety of sub-
jects of relevance to the youth of GodÕs
Church. A variety of activities followed.
These included swimming, riflery, archery,

softball, ropes course, sand volleyball, canoe-
ing, basketball and the 280-foot water slide. 

Throughout the week campers partici-
pated in a variety of evening events. These
included a get-acquainted mixer dance, a
portable planetarium program, open activi-
ties, novelty Olympics, music video rendi-
tions and a Friday evening Bible Bowl. 

The first day of camp saw occasional
torrential rains. The weather that followed
was an answer to many prayers in the form of
overcast skies and cooler than usual tempera-
tures. The last two days returned to normal
for that time of yearÑvery hot and humid.
Everyone was thankful for the comforts of
air-conditioned buildings. 

On the Sabbath, morning brunch was
served by the boysÕ dorms. Dorm pictures
and fellowship time followed. Sabbath notes,
which had been prepared during the week,
were distributed for everyone to enjoy.
During Sabbath services, visiting camp direc-
tors Paul Luecke and Mario Seiglie gave
messages specifically directed toward the
youth.

On Saturday evening, a closing dance
and awards presentation was conducted. The
dance ended at midnight as the Fourth of
July, AmericaÕs Independence Day, began.
Everyone went out to the lake and enjoyed a
traditional fireworks display, put on by
Woodmen personnel.

Our week at Camp Woodmen was
blessed by the presence of many dedicated
staff workers who gave a week of their time
to serve the youth of GodÕs Church. Many
traveled hundreds of miles at their own
expense in order to serve at camp.

Jennifer Moen of Dorm 2G may have
best expressed everyoneÕs feelings about
camp when she wrote, ÒIt means so much to
me to know that there is a place I can go to
every year where I can meet new people who
are in the Church. This year was the best IÕve
ever had. I will remember it forever.Ó 

David E. Dobson, camp director

Camp Oakhurst
June 27 began the fourth year at Camp

Oakhurst in California and the most success-
ful camp we have had yet in many respects.
On behalf of the staff I would like to compli-

ment all the campers on the standard of
behavior. Each year our campers are increas-
ingly demonstrating a greater desire to live by
the values of GodÕs ways.

Camper Leslie Schwartz wrote: ÒCamp
was a wonderful experience. Each year I
leave with a bunch of new friends, more
knowledge about God and memories that
will last me a lifetime. I feel camp has shaped
my life in a very positive way. When I am old
enough I want to be a counselor so I can help
the youth in the Church as much as they have
helped me at camp over the years.Ó

Many campers expressed strong interest
to serve as staff at the camps. Larry Greider,
coordinator of the camp directors team,
explained to a group of about 20 of the oldest
campers the opportunities that they will have
in the years to come serving as staff in very
important capacities.

Suzanne Miller, who served with her
husband, Skip, on the water ski crew as first-
time camp volunteers, wrote, ÒIt took about a
week to recuperate from camp, but we really
enjoyed the opportunity. Skip normally
teaches summer school, but he enjoyed this
summer so much more. We are trying to
work out how we can come again next year.Ó 

This year we again featured challenge
activities such as the high ropes course and
the climbing wall. The high ropes course has
a Òchallenge levelÓ which many of the

campers attempted this year. The climbing
wall has four levels of difficulty. Other activ-
ities included water skiing, tubing, swim-
ming, flag football, volleyball, crafts and
dance.

One of the most popular activities is
Òcampfire.Ó It is a time at the end of the day
when the campers themselves can tell about
their experiences of the day, give speeches,
sing songs, compliment other campers for a
job well done, do skits and have a Òwacky
Olympics.Ó Campfire generates a spirit of
enthusiasm at our camp and a strong bond
between campers and staff.

We had 16 campers from Mexico join us
along with their minister Larry Roybal and

Adan Langarica. Some did not speak English
and translation was provided by those who
were bilingual in the group. Mr. Roybal said
this was an experience of a lifetime for most
of them. We considered ourselves blessed to
have them with us for camp. We also had a
counselor from the Isle of Man off the coast
of England.

This year for the first time we offered a
three-day high country hike in the Sierras
after camp. Clyde Kilough and Bill Jacobs
led 15 campers and staff as high as 11,000
feet and saw country few other people ever
see. Next year we will offer a similar hike to
Half Dome at Yosemite National Park and
will visit several of the waterfalls in the high
country above Yosemite.

Camp finished with an inspiring
Sabbath service, a campersÕ speech presenta-
tion and a banquet and dance.

Bill Bradford, camp director

Teton Challenger Camp
This was the fourth year for the Teton

Challenger CampÑa camp specially
designed for older teens in GodÕs Church.
(All campers this year were entering sopho-
more year of high school or older). The
majestic mountains of the Teton Range in the
Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming, pro-
vided the setting for camping and all the
activities of the camp, which began July 21.

We felt blessed with very good weather
during the main activity days of the camp.
Normally, mountain rains come frequently
and without much warning. But we only had
rains at the very start and end of camp, and

United Youth CampsÉ

Ashley Moen on the “big swing” at the
ropes course at Camp Woodmen

On the water and off the ground at Camp Oakhurst in California

Jonathan Beam, Charles Gilmer, Gregg Pennington and Ryan McNeely practice their staff skit
for the Music Video Show at Woodmen



then they only served to bring everyone clos-
er together under the canopy tents while we
ate or had a meeting together. The days were
beautiful and nights were crisp and cold. Ice
was observed on the picnic tables during
breakfast a few mornings.

Speaking of ice, the first day of camp
was a hike up to Amphitheater Lake. This
lake still had some ice floating on it.
However, it was as inviting as a swimming
pool for many of the campers and staff. Only
the involuntary shouts from hitting the cold
water caused some reluctance in others.

The Sabbath was a special day, with ser-
vices in the woods, an extra Bible study, a
separate special music program, a presenta-
tion on NoahÕs ark with scale models (made
by Arnold Mendez) and two film clips in the
village Visitor Center theater.

Daily dining and meetings
were at picnic tables around a
campfire, which was lit every
morning and evening. After a
hearty breakfast, each day
started with a ÒCompass
CheckÓ to orient us in a proper
spiritual direction. 

There were a total of three
teams of campers, each team
spending the whole day at its
scheduled activity. Program
activities included an overnight
canoe trip, rock climbing and
rappelling, hiking and white-
water rafting. Some of the
wildlife seen in the mountains
at various times included bear,
moose, elk, deer and eagles.
After returning to base camp,
bathing was often accom-
plished in Jackson Lake

(which is fed by melting snow). All meals
were served by the campÕs own food ser-
vices, which operates out of a truck, cooks on
portable stoves under canopy tents and serves
up the best camp cooking found anywhere.

A Christian living discussion was held
each evening around the campfire. Every day
ended with personal items being placed into
bear-proof storage to discourage bears from
smelling inviting odors that would lead them
into sleeping tents.

This yearÕs camp was a great success,
with another high-caliber group of both
campers and staff. Though it lasted nine days,
it just seemed to go by too quickly!

Paul Luecke, camp director

Camp McKenzie
From August 1 to 8, more than 130

campers and 65 staff came together at Camp
McKenzie in Oregon. The challenge placed
before all teens and adults was to actively
make a contribution to camp through learn-
ing and living GodÕs laws, cooperation,
respect and fun. Camp was compared to a
neighborhood in the world tomorrow, and
everyone was asked to think about the ques-
tion, ÒHow would we want our neighborhood
to be?Ó The end result was not just the devel-
opment of Òthe zone,Ó but the staff and
campers coming together as a camp family.

For the second year, Camp McKenzie
used the beautiful facilities of the U.S.
Basketball Academy, located 45 miles east of
Eugene, Oregon, along the McKenzie River
in the Cascade Mountains. Camp was blessed
most of the time with hot and sunny weather.
GodÕs protection was clearly evident as no

one suffered any major
injuries or illnesses.

After breakfast,
every day at camp began
with an hour-long
Christian living class.
The theme for these
Bible studies was ÒA
foolÕs way is nothing.
Wisdom is everything.
Get wisdom!Ó Each day,
a different subject from

Proverbs was discussed, with the emphasis on
practicing wisdom. An outline was sent to the
teens and staff before camp, which helped the
studies and discussion be even more effective.

During the day, campers had the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a wide range of activities. The
usual favorites were offered, like softball,
basketball, volleyball, flag football, ropes
course, arts and crafts, archery, hiking and
white-water rafting (for the oldest dorms).
Several new activities were also introduced.
A pool was completed just before camp, so a
swimming class was offered. Camp also had
a newspaper class this year where the
campers were taught the basics of writing,
photography and desktop publishing. A third
addition to the schedule was the relationships
class. Campers were taught about the differ-
ences in personalities, and how to improve
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by Mario Seiglie

After 14 years of having youth camps
in South America, I was looking forward to
visiting a youth camp in the United States.
Frankly, I didnÕt know what to expect. In
spite of the ChurchÕs teachings, would the
campers reflect the heavy and mostly nega-
tive influence of the youth culture in the
United States?

At least from what I saw at the seven-
day Camp Woodmen in Blountsville,
Alabama, the results were very encourag-
ing. It certainly consisted of more than just
having fun. Of the 130 youths who partici-
pated, at the end of the camp 95 percent
raised their hands when asked if they were
planning to be baptized in the future. There
was a spiritual element in the camp which
showed in their attitudes and lives. This
camp provided an opportunity for the young
people to have fun, acquire athletic and
social skills, develop friendships within the
Church and learn to enjoy and respect GodÕs
way of life.

When Jesus instructed His disciples to
preach the gospel, it certainly included
preaching the gospel to the children of the
Church. He told Peter not only to Òfeed My
sheep,Ó but also to Òfeed My lambsÓ (John
21:15). The Greek term for ÒlambsÓ refers to
the young sheep of the flock. Certainly, it
doesnÕt appear to make sense to go out to the
world with the gospel and yet neglect the
very youth who are already attending
Church. Both parts are needed to carry out
ChristÕs commission.

In effect, the youth in our Church are in
a special category, as Paul explains: ÒFor the
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified
by the husband; otherwise your children
would be unclean, but now they are holyÓ (1
Corinthians 7:14). This means the children
of at least one converted spouse are consid-
ered by God to be Òholy.Ó They are set apart
to be called if they choose to continue in
GodÕs way when they become adults. 

But conversion, as we know, is not an

automatic process for anyone, including the
young people in the Church. It canÕt be
forced or manipulated, but only based on
their desire and conviction. The Church has
to first reach out to these youths and show
them it deeply cares for them at this critical
juncture in their lives. The principle is found
in 1 John 4:19: ÒWe love Him because He
first loved us.Ó Youth camps are an excellent
way of first showing GodÕs love toward our
youth and then the youth can respond to that
love by honoring God and wanting to be
part of the Church. 

The stage between childhood and
adulthood is crucial, and generally, it is dur-
ing these teenage years when either the
ÒbondingÓ in the Church takes place or is
lost. If the young people have negative
experiences in the Church, it will be easy for
them to leave. But if they have positive
experiences, it will be easy for them to stay,
and baptism will likely be around the corner.

This is why youth camps are consid-
ered an integral part of preaching the
gospelÑthey provide a positive spiritual
atmosphere for those who have the greatest
potential of one day becoming members.

There is a moral in a childrenÕs story
which brings this lesson out. One day, a tiny
flower sprouted during a dry season. Every
day the flower looked up at the sky to see if
a rain cloud appeared. Finally one did, and
the flower hoped the mighty cloud would
drop a bit of its rain. But the cloud thought it
was too much effort to muster up some rain
for just a small flower, and continued along.
But, feeling remorseful, the cloud turned
around and headed for the flower. It thought
how wonderful the flower would feel when
the water reached it. But once it got there, all
the petals had fallen and the flower had died.
It was too late. Likewise, the only opportu-
nity to invest in our young people is while
they are still young!

From what I saw recently, the youth
camps are an integral part of this process.
Truly, youth camps are a small investment
for the Church that will go a very long way
in doing GodÕs will. UNUN

At Camp McKenzie, the
guys of dorm B4 learn

candle-making in arts &
crafts class, and John

Cafourek teaches the girls
of G2 about the wisdom of

Proverbs in the Christian
living class

CampÑOne of the ChurchÕs Best Investments

At the Teton Challenger Camp, Bill
Jacobs prepares everyone for the

hike; above, canoeing practice



relationships with parents, peers and mentors.
Perhaps the most challenging activity

added to the schedule was rock climbing for
the older dorms. Mark Mickelson, pastor in
Spokane and Kennewick, Washington, and
head rock-climbing instructor at the Teton
Challenger Camp, taught the class along with
a well-trained staff of five. This proved to be
a popular adventure for the older campers,
who had the opportunity to learn courage,
stamina, self-discipline and teamwork.

The evenings gave campers and staff
additional opportunities for fellowship and
participating in their favorite activities. Afifth
new activity was also offered during this
timeÑswing dance instructionÑculminating
in a final dance and demonstration/competi-
tion. Each evening at camp concluded with a
campfire, followed by a Òbedside chatÓ for
each dorm with its dorm parents.

About mid-week, Dave Treybig and
Ken Treybig, members of UnitedÕs camp
team, visited. They came to help the staff get
prepared for an accreditation visit by the
American Camping Association (ACA) in
the year 2000. At this time, Camp McKenzie
meets about 80 to 85 percent of the ACA
standards. Most of the remaining standards
can be fulfilled without much difficulty.

On the Sabbath, the campers enjoyed
some extra rest, hymn singing, Bible discus-
sions with their dorm parents and Sabbath
services. The first split sermon was given by
Mr. Mickelson, who used vivid images from
rock climbing to exhort the campers to stay
within the safety of GodÕs laws. The second
sermon was given by Glen White, pastor in
Idaho and Montana and lead archery instruc-
tor. He showed how arrows are built for dif-
ferent flights and targets. Using the biblical
analogy that our teenagers are like arrows
(Psalm 123), he explained how teens are
fashioned by God, mentors and themselves to
achieve the optimal trajectory.

Camp McKenzie was truly blessed this
year, and many of the campers and staff
remarked that it was the best that they had
ever experienced. The level of cooperation,
respect, focus, unity and camaraderie was
outstanding. A dedicated, outgoing and car-
ing staff set the pace from the start. The old-
est boyÕs dorm and oldest girlÕs dorm also
provided an excellent example for their
younger Òbrothers and sistersÓ to follow. The
fruit of five years of United Youth Camps is
clear to see in the character, care, actions and
faces of the teenagers and staff. The partici-
pants say Òthank youÓ to God for a great
experience, and look forward to an even bet-
ter camp family reunion in the year 2000!

Matthew Fenchel, camp director

Camp Heritage
Building personal confidence by learn-

ing new activities was a theme at Camp
Heritage in Pennsylvania August 15 to 22.

Watching bil-
lowing sails
skimming along
the surface of
Lake Courage
painted a peace-
ful picture as
campers learned
the basics of sailing. In the dining hall the
popular art of swing dance introduced many
to a new social skill which also improved the
quality of a favorite Heritage tradition, the
closing night dance.

Camp Heritage is a two thousand acre
reserve described as the premiere Boy Scout
camp in the eastern United States. The 141
campers and 60 staff enjoyed a variety of
activities in this beautiful southwest
Pennsylvania setting. Most of the days were
sunny and cool with very little rain this year. 

A unique part of Heritage was the pres-
ence of a number of international campers
and staff. From Canada came eight campers
and one staff member and from Italy two
campers and three staff members. Each dayÕs
flag ceremony saw the Canadian flag rise
alongside the American flag. 

President Les McCullough was able to
visit the camp and observe the activities and
meet many of the staff and campers. While
addressing the camp during lunch he encour-
aged everyone to take advantage of every-
thing offered by the camp program. ÒI didnÕt
have such opportunities when I was a boy,Ó
he said. ÒThese camps are a wonderful part of
our youth program.Ó Ministerial Services
Director Richard Pinelli and his wife, Mary,
also paid a visit to the camp.

As part of the preparation for a visit by
the American Camping Association in 2000,
the camp staff made a thorough study of the
standards required for accreditation. Dave

and Ken Treybig acted as ACApersonnel and
inspected the camp as part of a self-evalua-
tion. With a few corrections, Heritage is well
on its way toward accreditation.

Campers and staff described Heritage as
a Òhome away from home.Ó
We hope to welcome many
of them back to next yearÕs
Òfamily reunion,Ó beginning
August 13, 2000.

Darris McNeely, camp
director

McGillvary
Creek Youth

Camp

On August 15, 27
campers and 20 workers
arrived at the McGillvary
Creek Youth Camp in the
Crowsnest Pass of the Rocky
Mountains in Alberta, Canada.
The campers, from western
Canada and the northwestern
United States, spent eight days

learning and living GodÕs way of life.
Throughout the week

of camp, skills in riflery,
archery and canoeing
were developed. Teens
mountain biked through
forests of
Douglas fir,
spruce and
l o d g e p o l e
pine on dou-
ble and single
track trails,
occasionally
stopping by
streams to
enjoy GodÕs
creation. This
year everyone
took a day
hike through
the moun-
tains and over
the continen-

tal divide crossing the Alberta/British
Columbia border. It is hard not to appreciate
GodÕs creation as you hike through alpine
meadows covered with flowers, walk along
high ridges looking over huge valleys and
look out over the expanse at the high peaks.

Throughout the week teens signed up
for special classes in outdoor survival, bike
mechanics and church skills, such as song
leading and flower arranging.

Christian living classes were conducted
every morning after breakfast. Six instructors
conducted the classes in each of the cabins
under the direction of camp director Tony
Wasilkoff. Each day two of the Ten
Commandments were covered stressing their
relevance in our Christian life. Each teen
cabin also worked on a skit. The skit had to
display a situation in the Bible where the com-
mandments were upheld or broken. Saturday
night the skits were acted out by each group
followed by interactive discussions.

Three evenings everyone sat around
the campfire for informal interactive ques-
tion and answer sessions. Questions varied
from dating to a teenÕs role at Church.
Friday evening Robert Berendt conducted a
Bible study titled ÒWhat I Wish I Knew

Before I Was 21.Ó On the Sabbath
Larry DeLong and Rainer Salomaa
had split sermons dealing with the
Sabbath and worry.

Larry DeLong
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by Larry Greider

Currently 24 Teen Bible Discussion
Guides are available to parents, youth lead-
ers and teens on the Internet at
http://www.ucg.org/a/teenbs/teenstudies.htm,
and many more are being prepared. They
were created by volunteers, including young
adults, ministers and concerned parents to
offer some meaningful subjects to discuss
with your youth group.

The guides are not meant to be the
definitive doctrinal paper on any sub-
ject, but rather a discussion guide that
will help you cover subjects of interest
to teens. Parents may want to use these
at home in a private family discussion.

There are no specific rules on when and

how you use these guides. Some will want
to have a meeting before or after services
and use the guides to frame a discussion. It
is advisable to have the subject announced
in advance and encourage some reading and
preparation. Experience has taught us that
there does need to be guidance and clear
biblical teaching. Some ways to make the
study/discussion more profitable would
include: seek proofs, give examples and
relate experiences.

Subjects include: Heaven,  Repentance,
What Is Your Destiny?, Jesus: Man or God?,
Does God Exist?, The Authority of the
Bible, Which Religion Is Right?,
Comparing World Religions and guides on
each Holy Day. Many more guides are
planned. Your comments are welcome. UNUN

AustraliaÕs fifth United Church of
God camp will be December 20 to 27,
1999, during summer in the Southern
Hemisphere. It is open to 11- to 25-year
olds, and will be held in Bundeena, south
of Sydney. The cost remains $200
Australian (about $132 U.S.) for school-
age campers. Activities will include surf-

ing, volleyball, tag football, boating, hiking,
dance classes, a soccer tournament, Òworld
championshipÓ arm wrestling, Bible semi-
nars, a speaking club for seniors and more.

For more details and application forms,
contact summer camp coordinator Bruce
Dean by e-mail at bdean@ozemail.com.au.

Bruce Dean

Australian Summer Camp December 20 to 27

24 Teen Bible Discussion Guides Available

Mountain biking was an activity at McGillvary Creek in the Canadian Rockies

Top, the Italian contingent at Camp
Heritage with Debbie and Darris McNeely;

sailing on Lake Courage



Talking to Your ChildÕs
Teacher About the Holy

Days and Holidays

by Matt and Diana Zollner

Living GodÕs way of life in this world
can be a challenge at times. A frequent chal-
lenge of parents with elementary school-aged
children is explaining to your childÕs teacher
about our observance of GodÕs Holy Days
and the non-observance of many of the tradi-
tional holidays. Many have asked how we
have dealt with this over the years. Although
we certainly do not have all the answers, we
would like to share with you a few ideas and
suggestions that have worked for us. Your sit-
uation may be slightly different than ours.
Nonetheless, we hope that some of these
ideas will be of use to you.

Teaching Your Children About
GodÕs Holy Days

The first step is to carefully discuss
GodÕs Holy Days with your child. This is crit-
ical. Your child must have some understand-
ing of why you are doing what you are doing.
Explain to him or her what the Holy Days
mean to us now and what they will mean to
all people in the future. Try to keep it as sim-
ple as possible. Your child may have many
questions. Be enthusiastic and be positive. 

Next, explain the worldÕs holidays.
Stress that these days do not honor God and
He does not approve of our celebration of
them. This is a great time to interject with
Bible stories about obeying and disobeying
God. Discussing these things with your child
before talking to the teacher will help your
child to have a better understanding as well as
send a unified message to the teacher. It will
also give them confidence knowing that these
holidays are not the ones God wants us to
keep. This discussion with your child is
extremely important since sooner or later
your child will have to face his or her teacher
and fellow students alone. Many times your
child will have to independently determine
whether an assignment is OK or inapropriate
or can be modified.

The next step is to schedule an appoint-
ment to meet with your childÕs teacher.
(Some have found it helpful to talk with the
the school principal first, then talk to the indi-

vidual teachers.) The purpose of this meeting
is two-fold: (1) Specifying days off for the
Holy Days and (2) discussing our non-obser-
vance of many of the traditional holidays
(Halloween, Christmas, ValentineÕs Day,
Easter). Pray for divine guidance and
wisdom. It is a good idea to introduce
yourself to the teacher before this
meeting in order to start developing a
relationship with him or her. Always
show respect and let the teacher know
you appreciate him or her. 

Specifically tell the teacher the
dates your child will not be at school
for the observance of all the Holy Days.
We have found that specifying the dates
in a letter addressed to the teacher works
out well since they will have something
to keep with your childÕs records for refer-
ence. (See your minister for an excused
absence form covering the Holy Days if you
would like one.) Most of the time teachers
will not have any questions. If they do have
questions, answer them politely, calmly but
firmly. Again, be positive. Most of the time
teachers will assign homework to be com-
pleted while you are away. It is most impor-
tant that your child completes the assignment
before returning. This shows that you and
your child are conscientious and sincere. You
may want to offer to have your child do a spe-
cial assignment in addition to the homework
to share with the class when you return.

As stated earlier, the second purpose for
this meeting is to discuss your familyÕs non-
observance of the traditional holidays. This
topic can be overwhelming for some teachers
and no problem for others. We personally
have faced both situations. Use your best
judgment. Either way, you have to state your
position. Some teachers may be interested to
know ÒwhyÓ we do not celebrate these days.
It is always better to stress that we observe
other Holy Days, and stress how beneficial
they are to our children. It is easy to come off
sounding like weÕre condemning when we
elaborate on why we donÕt want our children
doing these holiday oriented activities.

ItÕs important to realize that youÕre ask-
ing the teacher to do something: to ÒexcludeÓ
your child from class projects and artwork
that pertain to the holidays. He or she may
feel uncomfortable Òsetting your child apartÓ
from the other students, not to mention the
added material the teacher will have to pro-
vide for your child. Explain very positively

that your child understands ÒwhyÓ he or she
does not observe the holiday. Nor is it always
necessary to provide an entirely different pro-
ject. Many times a craft can be modified so
that it is no longer holiday oriented. For

example, when the rest of the
class is making Christmas
tree scenes, your child could
draw a winter forest scene.
Assure the teacher that
where necessary you would
be happy to provide alter-
nate artwork or activities
for your child. Usually this
puts the teacher at ease if
there was any apprehen-
sion. DonÕt be too pushy.

Let the teacher decide what he or she
would like to do and what you can provide.
Most of the time the teacher will be receptive
and cooperative in accommodating your
requests especially seeing your level of com-
mitment and sincerity. Remember that teach-
ers want what is best for your child also.

The following are some suggested alter-
nate activities for your child.

Halloween
¥ Work on a fall scene with animals.
¥ Put together a colorful fall leaf collec-

tion to share with the class.
¥ Make a basket, gather fruits and veg-

etables (apples, nuts, pumpkins, gourds, corn,
squash, etc.) for a classroom decoration.

Christmas
¥ Make a snowman out of Styrofoam

balls (three different sizes). Be creative and
use yarn, buttons, material scraps, glitter or
other items to dress him up.

¥ Draw some trees. Glue on real pine
cones, cotton for snow and pictures of things
that God created such as birds, fruit, etc.

¥ Cut out snowflakes and put a little glue
and glitter on them. Attach a string to hang
them in the classroom.

¥ Make animals out of twigs or pipe
cleaners. Glue on eyes and a nose.

¥ Draw a picture of a favorite winter
activity, for example, ice skating, sledding.

Remember to review appropriate songs
with the teacher ahead of time. Some season-
al songs are not about Christmas, such as
ÒFrosty the Snowman,Ó ÒJingle Bells,Ó
ÒSleigh RideÓ and others.

ValentineÕs Day
¥ Have your child make special cards for

the sick.
¥ Make friendship bracelets using elastic

string and small beads.

Easter
¥ Start a seed collection. Glue them on a

poster board and label them for others to see.
Plant some of them in an egg carton.
Marigold flowers grow quickly and can be
transplanted in a decorated Styrofoam cup.

¥ Plant some grass in a clear plastic cup.
Make a face on the cup and watch this char-
acterÕs green hair grow. The whole class can
benefit from these projects and many times
the teacher may even include the class in the
same project.

General Suggestions
Here are a few other general sugges-

tions. With any of the holidays, itÕs always a
good idea to pack activity items in your
childÕs backpack just in case the teacher for-
gets to provide something. Trace and draw
coloring books, spirographs, flash cards,
weaving looms, various books, paper dolls
and brush and paint books are just a few sug-
gestions. Basically, whatever your child can
sit and work with quietly in most cases is
acceptable to the teacher. Be sure to check
with the teacher first.

If you have more than one child in
school, you may check to see if they can get
together to play a board game or use the
computer while the other children are hav-
ing their parties. You may choose to pick up
your child early when parties are scheduled.

If you have any other suggestions, send
them to United News. UNUN

¥ Matt and Diana Zollner serve as local
church elder and wife in Collinsville, Illinois,
and have four children, two now in college
and two in high school.
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From the MinistryÉ

Holy Day/Holiday Checklist

Ã Discuss Holy Days with your child.
Ã Explain the worldÕs holidays to your child.
Ã Meet with teacher shortly after school year begins to show respect and appreci-

ation of the teacher and to show your commitment to your childÕs education.
Ã Meet a second time with the teacher to specify dates your child will miss and

why, and discuss not observing traditional holidays.
Ã Be sure your child completes homework before returning to class.
Ã Offer alternative activities at holiday times.

WeÕd like your input to help make
United News more useful and interesting
to you.

What news items do you want to hear
more about? Would you like to see a Q&A
column? If so, what kinds of questions
would you like to see addressed? A
womenÕs column, a teen section, a kidsÕ
page? More singlesÕ news? Prayer request
updates? What would make camp reports,
Feast reports and the ÒInternational DeskÓ
more interesting to you?

Would you like to read features about
interesting Church members and stories of

faith and miracles? We need your help in
finding these. Let us know about someoneÕs
story in your area. If you like to write or take
pictures, let us know that as well.

What interesting activities are members
in your area doing? Keep us up-to-date with
births, weddings, anniversaries and obituar-
ies as well.

Let us hear your suggestions! Send
them to United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or by e-mail to
mike_bennett@ucg.org.

We look forward to hearing from
you! UNUN

Your Ideas for United News Welcome
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Northwest Phoenix Teens
Experience Grand Canyon

An adventurous group of teens from the
Northwest Phoenix ACT (Active Christian
Teens) gathered outside the home of Terry
and Cheryl Nickelson June 10, preparing for
their long journey to the Grand Canyon.

Two chaperones, Pete Gerchak and John
Anderson, accompanied group members
Ahmed Hernandez, Ryan Rapp, Christian
Gerchak, Jeff Kramer, Justin Kramer, Judy
Hernandez, Amy Coco and Jenny Nickelson.
The group packed up and headed north on
our five-hour drive to the south rim. After
arriving, we visited the IMAX Theater fea-
turing The Glorious Grand Canyon. This of
course got us all pumped up, ready for our
great adventure the next morning.

We arrived at camp, set up and enjoyed
our last hot scrumptious meal before turning
in for a good nightÕs rest. Arising the next
morning to the fresh mountain air, we pre-
pared for our downhill adventure. We rode a
shuttle bus to our starting point, the North
Kaibab Trail.

With the experienced guidance of Mr.
Gerchak we made good time in our descent
into the canyon. Arriving at our campsite we
all plunged our tired, aching bodies into the
cold refreshing creek that ran next to our
camp. We set up camp and sat down for a
dinner of dried camp food.

Sabbath morning we began our day with
another meal of dried camp food. We then set
out to explore the canyon. We visited
Phantom Ranch, and on our way back we
stopped at the Colorado River where we
cooled off by covering our bodies with the
cool mud. Staying cool was important for the
temperatures reached 109 degrees. In the
afternoon we talked with Mr. Gerchak and
Mr. Anderson about GodÕs creation and the
world tomorrow. That evening we retired
early to prepare for the long hot hike out.

Sunday morning we arose about 5 a.m.
to break camp and to fuel our bodies for the

long hike. It was important to get an early
start to get out of the canyon before the heat
of the day. We set out about 7 a.m. up the
Bright Angel Trail. We were encouraged to
go at our own pace, drink lots of water and
take many breaks. Following the advice of
our leaders, one by one we all made it to the
top safely. Greeting us at the top and yelling
words of encouragement to each of us were
Mr. and Mrs. Nickelson. After taking a few
pictures of our success, the Nickelsons chauf-
feured our tired bodies to our campsite in the
comfort of their RV. 

We all ran off to enjoy hot showers that
cost $1 for five minutes, but it was worth it.
While we were enjoying our hot relaxing
showers, Mr. Gerchak, Mr. Anderson, and
Mr. and Mrs. Nickelson prepared a hot meal
of real food! Then we once again boarded the
NickelsonÕs RV for our long journey home.
This four-day adventure will be one we will
always remember.

Jenny Nickelson, 17

Storm DoesnÕt Dampen
Spirits at Third Annual

KidsÕ Camp

Violent storms hit the campsite in North
Bend, Ohio, just before a camp for children
ages 5 to 12 was scheduled to begin. Many
trees were uprooted, severed and strewn
everywhere and portolets were blown over
by high winds Friday evening.

Amazingly, no damage was done to the
camp shelter and there was little damage to
tents set up the evening before (except that
some were relocated!). Actually the storm
allowed the 8-mile canoe trip down the Great
Miami River to happen as planned. Because
the storm brought the riverÕs water level up 6
inches, the canoeing was an adventure for
inexperienced and veteran campers alike.
The downed trees provided a nice touch to
the craft projects and the blue skies and cool
evening temperatures were a real blessing!

The third annual kidsÕ camp hosted by
members of Cincinnati North really kept the
kids hopping. It also kept about 20 adults and
22 teen leaders hustling to keep up with the
58 campers. Campers came mainly from the
Cincinnati, Dayton and Portsmouth, Ohio,
areas. Activities at the three and a half day
camp were a hayride, nature hike, swimming,
horseback riding, singing, rocketry, star gaz-
ing through telescopes, science fun, earthball,
crafts and more. They also ate a lot!

The Bible studiesÕ theme was ÒFruits of
the SpiritÓ and the crafts followed the
theme as well. The children made table
decorations which included a candle (to
let their light shine) and the nature items
picked up on the hike. The teen helpers
provided a wonderful service by guiding
and helping the children in their activi-
ties around the clock.

Patty Wayne

ÒMost Outstanding
Student AwardÓ Given to

Texas Youth

After going on stage for a number of
academic awards, A.J. Dean, son of Aaron
and Michelle Dean of Gladewater, Texas,
was surprised to be called back to the stage to
receive the ÒMost Oustanding Student in
Gladewater Middle SchoolÓ trophy. The

award was presented by Principal James
Griffin and is given to the student who dis-
plays the best attitude, character and service
to the school, along with academic achieve-
ment. The school has about 600 sixth, sev-
enth and eighth graders, and A.J. was com-
pleting the sixth grade. A.J.Õs name will be
placed on a permanent plaque alongside past
yearsÕ recipients.

Aaron Dean

Australians Canoe, Camp,
Wake to Kookaburras
On Sunday, June 20, seven canoes and

two four-wheel drive vehicles made the trek
to HarryÕs Hut campsite for the Southeast
Queensland, Upper Noosa River canoe trip.
Later, 15 canoeists left Elanda Point to paddle
across the lake, into the everglades and fur-

ther up the river. The day was sunny and calm
and the lake smooth as glass.

The canoeists eventually arrived at the
camp to be met by others who had already
settled in and had hot drinks ready. Tents
were erected and a hearty meal was served as
darkness fell. A good campfire provided a
welcome rallying spot for the 21 adults, teens
and children as the temperatures dropped.

Campers were awakened by kookabur-
ras, butcher birds, honeyeaters and another
perfect day. After breakfast, provided by

gourmet chefs Kaylene Barton and Denise
Herold, paddlers headed upstream for an hour
and a half. There they set off on a 12-kilome-
ter (7-mile) hike to the Cooloola sand dunes.

The next day was again picture perfect
as canoeists paddled further upstream for the
day. On the return journey some headwinds
made paddling more strenuous.

A few distant rolls of thunder the next
morning suggested a weather change. It was
pleasant canoeing until we reached the broad-
er stretches leading into the lake where strong
winds and boisterous waves required extra
endurance. All made it safely across the lake
to end this enjoyable four-day trip.

Graemme Marshall

Houston South Reaches
Out to Burn Victims
Warm Up America volunteers from the

Houston South congregation (see last issue,
page 9) made tote bags and caps for the
ShrinerÕs Burn Hospital in Galveston, Texas.
Their young patients use these bags for the
toys and gifts brought to them during their
stay in the hospital. The children are some-
what self-conscious of the bandages they
have to wear and the caps seem to help.

On July 30, we visited the hospital and
presented officials there with 31 tote bags and
four caps. While there, we were given a tour
of the facility. We began our tour in their con-
ference room, where some social workers
were having a meeting. Our handmade items
were presented to those present at the meet-
ing and they expressed their appreciation for
our efforts. However, we discovered that the
caps were too small to cover the bandages, so
it was Òback to the drawing boardÓ!

Our spirits were lifted as we witnessed
the total commitment, support and love
shown to patients and their families.

Shirley Scott

Local Church UpdatesÉ

A.J. Dean wins award

Northwest Phoenix Active Christian Teens at the Grand Canyon. From left to right: Christian
Gerchak (17), Judy Hernandez (18), Ahmed Hernandez (17), Jeff Kramer (16), Ryan Rapp
(18) (back), Amy Coco (17), Mr. John Anderson, Jenny Nickelson (17), Justin Kramer (14),

Mr. Pete Gerchak

Australian campers and canoeists congregate



Profile: Risa Wilson,
Counselor Extraordinaire

Risa (pronounced ÒRee-saÓ) Wilson,
22, of Columbus, Ohio, is fast becoming a
legend at United Youth Camps.

ÒIn 1998 she paid her own way to
serve at five UCG camps,Ó said Clyde
Kilough, regional pastor in Sacramento,
California. ÒNot only did it cost her for
transportation, but she also took time off
work to do this, so she really did sacrifice
mightily to serve the children of GodÕs
people. This year she wimped out on us
and scaled back to only three camps!Ó

Altogether Risa has been to 17 camps in
the last six years, once as a camper and the
rest as worker, activity staff and counselor.
RisaÕs mom, Regina Wilson, said Risa real-
ized that getting home from one camp and
immediately leaving for another was too
much. ÒShe decided it wouldnÕt be a smart
thing to do to try to do all the camps again
this year. But I admire her that she wants to
be able to serve. I know she really enjoys it.Ó

Risa said, ÒIt gives me a great feeling
when I look at the kidsÕ faces, to see them
come aliveÓ without the putdowns from
ÒfriendsÓ or even the gang troubles some
face back home. ÒWe treat them like gold.
It makes me happy to watch them smile,
and to help turn some kids around.Ó

The campers enjoy Risa too. ÒIt was
so cool! I mean she has to be the best
counselor,Ó said Lindsey Buchanan, 15,
who was in RisaÕs dorm at Camp Oakhurst
this year. ÒYou can tell her anything thatÕs
on your mind and she will make you feel
so much better. SheÕs like a big sister!Ó

Doing the ropes course was one of the
biggest challenges at Oakhurst. Risa Òwas
so supportive of the people who havenÕt
done it before,Ó said Lindsey. ÒShe would
give you encouragement and it was cool!Ó

One highlight of camp for Risa was
shooting five bullÕs eyes in a row in riflery. ÒI
beat my older brother, and it was the first time
in four years that IÕve gotten to do that!Ó

Another highlight was trying to help a
16-year old who had been running with the

wrong crowd at home.ÒThe last day he came
to me and he was crying, and he said, ÔThank
you for caring. Thank you for worrying about
me and for trying to help me,ÕÓ Risa said. ÒI
made him promise me that he would try to
get out of the situation he was in. He said, ÔI
promise, and IÕll make you proud.ÕÓ

Clyde Kilough said: ÒWhat strikes me
about RisaÕs effectiveness is her enthusi-
asm and positive approach to the entire
camp program. She understands the need

to instill enthusiasm in her campers, and
even when there are problems and chal-
lenges, she realizes that a positive
approach will lead to finding solutions.Ó

Camp has become one of RisaÕs main
hobbies. When sheÕs not at camp sheÕs a
farmer. ÒI work on an orchard. I love ani-
mals. I love anything that has to do with
country, country music, being outside. I
love to camp, to sleep under the stars even
when itÕs 40 degrees out.Ó

About the future, Risa says, ÒI want to
be the worldÕs greatest wife and mother...
When I look at some of the kids at camp,
it makes me think, oh, I donÕt want that to
happen to my children.Ó ThatÕs convinced
her that she doesnÕt want her kids influ-
enced by Nintendo or TV. ÒWeÕre just
going to have a lot of family time, a lot of
running in the woods and learning to sew
our own clothes and stuff like that.

ÒMy parents have done a wonderful
job,Ó said Risa. ÒI want to make them proud
of the way I mother my children also.Ó

Mike Bennett
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Letters From ReadersÉ
ÒInternational DeskÓ/International Needs

ÒThanks for the ÔInternational DeskÕ in
United News. We love to know what is going
on all around the world. Also we can pray
better about something we know about. It is
great when we get to hear how we have
helped our brethren in other areas.

ÒWhat about telling us of the different
needs for the Feast of Tabernacles? There are
a lot of people who would send extra second
tithe if they understood the real needs besides
hall rental and/or USA needs.Ó

Texas
The Church uses donations of extra sec-

ond tithe to help those who are unable to
work or are elderly or infirmed to also attend
and enjoy the Feast. President Les
McCullough wrote: ÒThere are many
requests for aid that come to the office and
we do try to honor every one. We also send
financial assistance to our brethren in Africa
and some of the other less fortunate areas of
the world. Thank you for your help in provid-
ing for them.Ó For this year, we have budget-
ed for help to the church in the Philippines,
Nigeria, Mexico, Peru, Estonia and Italy, and
to help send speakers to Germany, Australia
and South Africa.

A Chiropractor Writes
ÒThank you for your excellent publica-

tion, Good News. I look forward to every
issue. Your writing is straight-forward, con-
cise and very informative.

ÒTo what address can I send a donation
to help you continue this work?Ó

Internet

Comfort to the Bereaved
ÒSome weeks back a prospective mem-

ber in my area died suddenly. I was rather

impressed with the way the pastor handled
comforting the young manÕs mother. ItÕs easy
for us to forget the great gulf between the tra-
ditional worldly teaching about judgment and
hell fire, and what we understand, and how
powerful the truth is in providing comfort.
The grieving mother had many questions,
and found great comfort in the answers.Ó

Internet

A Real Eye-Opener
ÒI am writing to collect all the booklets

that youÕve got in The Good News. My dad is
one of your subscribers, and I found it to be
very good. I thank you so much for the arti-
cle on forgiveness. I never really thought that
much about it. You can say itÕs been a real
eye-opener to me, and I would like to know
lots more. As a young lady, I feel that itÕs my
responsibility to tell others about the Lord.

ÒI thank you for your gifts of love by
your magazines and I thank God for you all,
trying to help others who canÕt afford to
spend lots on literature. God bless.Ó

Trinidad

Found GN While Waiting for Therapist
ÒThank you for sending me the Good

News magazine. I have found all of them
very interesting. I would like you to carry on
sending them to me, and also the booklet,
What Is Your Destiny? By the way, I came
across your Good News while waiting to see
my therapist.Ó

Australia

Found the Church
ÒI think I have found the Church I am

looking for.É I would like to receive all of
your booklets when you print them.Ó

Australia

New York Newsstand
ÒAs I was coming out of my grocery

store, I noticed The Good News with ÔThe
Real Star WarsÕ cover. I took two copies. It is
the best gospel tabloid I have read in years.
Please have [five booklets] sent to me
because The Good News was very enticing.Ó

New York
This newsstand copy was available

through the efforts of Lomax Morris, a 64-
year-old deacon in New York who was fea-
tured in the May issue, page 9.

Deeper into Scripture
ÒIÕm one of your regular readers, not just

a recipient of The Good News. I donÕt always
agree with your interpretations, but I enjoy
having my thoughts provoked. While IÕm not
what could be called a ÔfundamentalistÕ by
any stretch of the imagination, IÕm a strong
Christian. Your literature has gotten me much
deeper into Scripture on a regular basis. IÕd
started regular Bible reading not too long
after I started receiving the GN and have sev-
eral versions of scripture.

ÒOne thing I can assure youÑIÕm with
you for the long haul. Your literature, whether
I disagree or agree on some point, helps
strengthen my faith, and my confidence in
that faith as a real part of me. IÕll also try to
get a few cents off to you to assist in keeping
your work going.

ÒI spent time this morning in the first
Bible Study lesson. IÕll go on to complete
that, donÕt hold me to a time frame, and IÕll
do the surveys. Thank you for being there.Ó

Internet, Montana

Good News in Chile
ÒIÕd like to congratulate you for this

wonderful work youÕre doing. The story on

the Miller family in the Good News really
helped me to understand the things that
unfortunately happen sometimes. IÕm just
waking up from this world of lies and IÕm
closer to the Word of God. IÕm listening to
some tapes to have a better understanding of
the Bible, and my point of view towards life
is changing, still with difficulties and fear.Ó

Internet, Chile

Extra Help to Understand
ÒThank you ahead of time. IÕve been

reading through the Bible, but really need the
extra help in understanding what IÕm reading.Ó

Internet

Booklets to Read While in Labor
ÒI just received my five books from your

library. I canÕt wait to read them! Actually,
IÕve read most of Holidays or Holy Days
already. IÕm scheduled to have an induced
birth next Monday (if I donÕt deliver her
before then!), and so IÕm taking all of it with
me to read while in the hospital. The chronol-
ogy of the week of the crucifixion is amaz-
ing. ThatÕs what sparked my interest in
United Church of God in the first place. I got
to wondering what else I was not reading cor-
rectly in addition to that! IÕll be writing soon
to ask any questions I might have.Ó

Internet

EditorÕs Note: The letters in this section may
be edited for length and clarity.

We encourage your comments and
suggestions to improve United News.
Mail to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or e-mail
mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Risa Wilson at Pinecrest with Greg and
Marian Sargent
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Births

LaNora Jeanine Lee became
the newest member of the Houston
South congregation March 13. She
weighed 6 pounds 5 ounces and was
18 inches long. Her proud parents
are Allen and Alicia Lee, and
LaNora has two older half brothers,
Ryan and Devin Lee.

Michele and Kevin Bortree
(and big sister Courtney, age 5) of
Denton, North Carolina, are happy
to announce the birth of Cory
Michael on July 10, weighing 9
pounds 7 ounces and measuring 21
inches long. Proud grandparents are
Randy and Maureen Bortree, and
Jerry and Barbara McNeill.

Micah and Daryn Bradley
would like to announce the arrival of
their twin brother and sister on July
17. Clayton Douglas was born at
5:24 a.m., weighing 8 pounds 15
ounces and was 22 inches long.
Vivian Elena was born at 5:29 a.m.,
weighing 2 pounds 4 ounces and
was 14 inches long. Proud parents
are Doug and Karen (Hazelip)
Bradley of Tempe, Arizona.

Larry and Laura Dueitt and big
sister Shelby of Corpus Christi,
Texas, are excited to announce the
birth of Lawrence Garon Dueitt. He
was born June 17, weighed 10
pounds 3 ounces and was 22 inches
long.

Dennis and Marilyn Braley of
Houston, Texas, are delighted to
announce the birth of their second
granddaughter, Brianna Rose
Ferreira. She arrived August 18,
weighed 7 pounds 5 ounces and was
19 inches long. The proud parents are
Frank and Karen Ferreira of Houston.
Her proud paternal grandmother is
Rosalind Ferreira of New York.

Wedding

Benjamin Andrew Jorgensen
and Gina Renee Knapp were mar-
ried on May 31 at the Boise Depot.
David Blue, an elder in the Boise,
Idaho, congregation, performed the
ceremony. The bridegroom, son of
Robert and Susan Jorgensen of
Eagle, Idaho, is a graduate of
Centennial High School and
Albertson College of Idaho with a
BA degree in creative writing/
English. He is a reporter/photogra-
pher for The Clearwater Progress.
The bride, daughter of LaWana
Knapp of Boise, is a graduate of
Meridian High School.

The matron of honor was Teesa
Jorgensen of Haines, Oregon. The
best man was Daylon Dubkowski of
Nampa, Idaho. Ushers were Tim
Jorgensen of Haines, Oregon, and
Mike Lewis of Nampa, Idaho. Ben
and Gina live in Kamiah, Idaho.

Anniversaries

Walter and Dorothy Hawk of
Wooster, Ohio, observed their 40th
wedding anniversary June 20. They
are members of the Canton, Ohio,
congregation. The couple was bap-
tized in 1971 and Mr. Hawk was
ordained a local elder in 1984.

Their children are David and
Julie Hawk, Brian and Sara Hawk,
all of Wooster, and Jim and Linda
Hawk of Barberton, Ohio. Mr.
Hawk retired as materials manager

at Orrville Dunlap Hospital and Mrs.
Hawk retired after 30 years as an
elementary school teacher.

Brian and Margaret (Brooks)
Manwarring celebrated their 30th
anniversary on June 29. They were
baptized in 1965 at the Feast in
Blackheath. They have two married
sons, Daniel and Brett, and three
grandchildren, Alissa, Georgie and
Jake.

The Athens, Ohio, congrega-
tion provided a surprise celebration
for the 50th anniversary of David
and Elverda Rambsel. There was
cake and punch, gifts and toasts to
50 years of love and dedication to
each other and many years of love
and service to GodÕs Church, where
Mr. Rambsel serves as an elder. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rambsel were
married April 16, 1949. They have
two sons, two daughters and five
grandchildren.

Bill and Joyce Seelig, who
attend the San Antonio, Texas, con-
gregation, observed their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on July 21. The
Seeligs have six boys (five are sur-
viving) who, along with their fami-
lies and other relatives, gathered for
an intimate dinner on the evening of
July 21. The San Antonio congrega-
tion honored Bill and Joyce on the
Sabbath, July 24. On Sunday, July
25, approximately 150 friends and
family gathered to mark this very
special occasion.

Obituaries

Vivian Elena Bradley, new-
born daughter of Doug and Karen
Bradley of Tempe, Arizona, died due
to complications from a heart defect.

Other survivors include her sisters,
Micah and Daryn, her twin brother,
Clay, maternal grandparents Tim
and MaryAnn Hazelip of Glendale,
California, and paternal grandpar-
ents Dr. Ronald and Sandra Bradley
of Bandera, Texas.

Paul Lester Knapp, Jr. died of
heart failure on July 5 at the age of
76 in Springfield, Missouri. He is
survived by his wife of 53 years,
Phyllis; his son Mitchell and daugh-
ter-in-law Linda of Woodbury,
Minnesota; his daughter Janice and
son-in-law Jorden Kleier of
Baraboo, Wisconsin; his son
Edward of Carthage, Missouri; his
sisters Audrey Rhodes and Alta
Sarah Coulter of Springfield; and
five grandchildren: Randy, Lucinda
and Ben Kleier of Baraboo,
Wisconsin; and Michael and
Michelle Knapp of Logan and Cedar
City, Utah. Funeral services were
conducted by Michael Blackwell
July 9, in Springfield.

Mr. Knapp was a veteran of
World War II, serving in the U.S.
Navy in the Pacific Theater. He mar-
ried Hazel Phyllis Jones on August
11, 1946. He was baptized August
14, 1950, and was a member of the
Church of God until his death. He
was a charter member of both the
original Spokesman Club and the
Pasadena Church Choir.

Mr. Knapp was a journeyman
plasterer and cement mason. While
employed at Ambassador College in
the 1950s and Õ60s he helped con-
vert five mansions for college use.
He was pleased to have been part of
the team that built the college.

Mr. Knapp was a dedicated and
faithful family man. His highest
goal was to contribute to the Work
of God, and he derived a great deal
of satisfaction in his service to his
family and to the Church. 

James Miller of Moneta,
Virginia, died suddenly of a heart
attack on May 30 at the age of 74.
He and his daughter, Sharon Miller,
have been members since the early
1990s. He began listening and tak-
ing literature in the late 1960s. He
attended the Roanoke, Virginia, con-
gregation. Mr. Miller is survived by
his wife, Ruth. They were four
months shy of their 50th anniver-
sary. He is also survived by two
daughters, Sharon Miller and
Barbara Hailey; one son, Gerald
Miller; four sisters; four grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.

The funeral was June 4 and was

officiated by Jim Haeffele of
Greensboro, North Carolina.

Laura Wallace of Brisbane,
Australia, died peacefully June 30 at
the hospital after a fall. On July 6, 50
to 60 people gathered to pay their
last respects. Mrs. Wallace had been
a Church member since the late
1960s. Mrs. Wallace was well
known for her poetry and agile
mind. Having been largely bedrid-
den for the last year, she now rests
from her aches and pains and
increasing loss of mobility.

Dorothy Garner of Wide Bay,
Australia, died peacefully at home in
her sleep on May 12 after several
years of ill health. Her funeral was
conducted by Graemme Marshall.
Funeral messages were read by her
sister-in-law and son-in-law and her
daughter. Mrs. Garner was baptized
by Bill Bradford in Toowoomba on
the Day of Atonement, 1971. She is
survived by her husband, Jim, sons
Kevin, Neil, Mervyn and Bradley
and daughter Rosalind, as well as
nine grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

Raymond H. Johnson died
peacefully in his sleep June 17. He
was born in Wilton, North Dakota,
August 18, 1922. 

He leaves his wife Ruth to
whom he would have been married
46 years on June 23; three sons and
three daughters-in-law, John and
Anna, Leland and Sandy, and
Watson and Sherry; four grandsons,
a granddaughter and a step grand-
daughter.

He was a faithful member of
GodÕs Church since April 1969
when he and his wife were baptized.
All three of his sons and their fami-
lies attend United. He will be great-
ly missed by all who knew him for
his kind, quiet ways and his loving
concern for others. Paul Luecke,
pastor of Bismarck, North Dakota,
conducted the services.

Chalmer R. Pifer, 91, of the
Bloomington, Illinois, congregation,
died June 11. Mr. Pifer was born
November 16, 1907, and married
Thelma Craig in 1929. 

He is survived by his wife
Thelma; son Gary; sisters Mary
Holsapple, Bernice Waggoner and
Merle Ward; half sister Dorothy
Jones; four grandchildren; and five
great-grandchildren.

Mr. Pifer was a retired farmer
and carpenter.

AnnouncementsÉ
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Subscribers: DonÕt
Request Bible Study Course

Plans are for all subscribers to United
News to automatically receive the stand-
alone Bible Study Course lessons as they
are printed (see update on page 11 of the
July issue). To avoid wasted effort, the
Mail Processing area asks subscribers not
to request the lessons.

If mates or children who are not
presently receiving United News would
like to receive their own set of lessons,
they are welcome to request the course in
their own name.

Indianapolis Courses
Draw 55

The Indianapolis, Indiana, congrega-
tion hosted an average of 55 attendees for
six classes on biblical subjects July 19 to
23. ÒThe Book of RomansÓ and ÒCurrent
EventsÓ were taught by Don Ward; ÒThe
Book of MalachiÓ and ÒCatholic DoctrineÓ
were taught by Gary Antion. Ralph Levy
conducted a class on ÒThe Law and the
CovenantsÓ and Darris McNeely taught
ÒMaking Life Work.Ó The group enjoyed
an intensive week of instruction mixed
with fellowship. Lunches were served by
Indianapolis members Debbie McNeely,
Bonnie Harrell and Freda Carlson.

ÒWe received very positive feedback
from those who attended,Ó said Darris
McNeely, pastor of the Indianapolis
church and coordinator of the event.

ÒThey felt it was worthwhile and
would like to see more of these courses.Ó

Many more expressed an interest in
attending than could actually come. To serve
some of these people, a cybercast of the first
nightÕs class was attempted. This would have
allowed people to hear the course through
their computers over the Internet. But the 150
to 200 people who attempted to log on over-
loaded the system and the cybercast couldnÕt
continue.

ÒWe concluded that there was a great
deal of interest in accessing the sessions
from a remote site, and that is something
that needs to be pursued for future educa-
tional classes,Ó said Mr. McNeely. Some
of the tapes are being made available with
RealAudio on the Indianapolis church
Web site, http://www.ucgindy.org.

Videotapes were also made thanks to
Steve Nutzman, pastor of the Beloit,
Wisconsin, congregation, and Mike Helwig,
who brought the equipment from Beloit.

Ministerial Services Team
and Regional Pastors Meet

The Ministerial Services team met at
the home office for three days August 4 to

6, then stayed on for meetings with the
U.S. regional pastors August 8 to 10. ÒThe
meetings were very productive. Some of
the discussions were in advance of the
Council of Elders meetings,Ó said
President Les McCullough.

The Ministerial Services teamÑJim
Franks, Doug Horchak, Dennis Luker and
Richard ThompsonÑmet with Richard
Pinelli, operation manager for Ministerial
Services, to discuss administrative issues
and plans. They also prepared the agenda
for the regional pastors meetings, based on
input from field ministers and items need-
ed for the Council of Elders meetings.

The regional pastors and wives
received updates from Mr. Pinelli and Mr.
McCullough. They also worked on materi-
als that will be included in a ministerial
manual in the next year. This included sug-
gesting edits in eight policies to be pre-
sented to the Council of Elders. Updates
were suggested for the policies on ordina-
tion, reinstatement of ministerial creden-
tials, suspension and explusion from the
General Conference, appeal to the Council
of Elders, and others. ÒWe also discussed
the overall needs of the Church to present
to the Council,Ó said Mr. Pinelli.

One immediate result of the meetings
is the special Bible study relating to the
Feast of Tabernacles that will be presented
at most U.S. Feast sites this year. Other
items being developed include a compre-
hensive approach to ministerial evalua-
tions, including self-assessment, peer
evaluation, employer evaluation and con-
gregational evaluation. A policy on outside
speakers was also discussed, and there was
open, biblical discussion of things women
can contribute in the Church. Mr. Luker
was chosen to bring this subject before the
Council.

The nine regional pastors and their
wives who attended are: Ken and Kathy
Giese, Larry and Bonnie Greider, Clyde
and Dee Kilough, Larry and Linda Neff,
David Register, Harold and Loree Rhodes,
Jim and Judy Servidio, Paul and Jane
Suckling and Lyle and Margie Welty.

Canadian Public Lecture
Attracts 16 New People

Victor Kubik presented a Good News
Seminar in the Toronto area July 11. ÒWe had
16 new people in attendance,Ó said Gary
Antion, operation manager for the Work in
Canada. ÒThat was nearly 3 percent of the
number of letters sent. Six of them expressed
an interest in coming to Church. All that we
spoke to enjoyed the lecture and the KubikÕs
warm enthusiasm.Ó

The subject, ÒKosovo: The Unlearned
LessonsÓ lent itself to advertising the
booklets on You Can Understand
Prophecy and the Gospel of the Kingdom.

ÒWe had packets made up with a welcom-
ing letter and the booklets inside,Ó said Mr,
Antion. There were 56 total in attendance
with some of theToronto members making
up the additional 40.

Elder Ordained in
England

David Fenney, a nuclear industry
design engineer, long-time member of the
Church and member of the National
Council in the United Kingdom, was
ordained at Pentecost as an elder in the
United Church of God. Up to this time he
has been serving as a deacon in the
Manchester church and his wife, Barbara,
as a deaconess.

ÒThey are highly respected by the
members in the church in the northwest of
England and everyone is delighted by their
ordination into the ministry,Ó said John
Jewell, Council member and operation
manager for the Work in Britain.

Mr. Fenney is the Feast of Taber-
nacles coordinator for the site in Conwy in
North Wales this year.

Services Cybercast From
Eight Congregations and

Two Feast Sites
More than 100 computer users connect

each week to live services from eight United
Church of God congregations. Two Feast
sites will also be cybercasting this year:
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and Bend,
Oregon.

A year ago no congregations were
cybercasting regular Sabbath services. The
first cybercasts were at the Feast site in
Kelowna, British Columbia, in 1997 and
1998. The first congregation to cybercast
Sabbath services was Spokane, Washington;
followed by Helena, Montana; Lafayette,
Indiana; Coeur dÕAlene, Idaho; Tucson,
Arizona; Akron, Ohio; St. Paul, Minnesota;
and Garden Grove/Los Angeles, California.
A directory of cybercasts can be found at
http://www.cgca.net.

How many people are using the ser-
vice? ÒMost congregations have between

15 and 40 connections per service,
depending on the time they are cybercast-
ing,Ó said Dan Deininger, an elder in
Helena, Montana, who helped pioneer
cybercasting. ÒIn some remote areas fam-
ilies get together to listen. Often times it
is possible that the cyber audience is larg-
er than the actual physical audience. With
two or three listening at each connection,
15 to 40 connections could equal any-
where from 30 to 120 people listening to
a service.Ó

Who listens to a cybercast? ÒMany
are members of a church of God who
either are homebound due to sickness or
age or for some reason cannot get to a
Sabbath service due to distance,Ó said Mr.
Deininger. ÒMany others just like to listen
so they can get more spiritual foodÑeither
before or after attending their local ser-
vice. Some listen to find out about the
Church to help decide if they want to
attend in person. It doesnÕt appear that
many use the cybercast as a substitute for
attending church. Many like being con-
nected to a live service more than listening
to a tape or video.Ó

The next step is to build a network of
servers that can be linked together via the
Internet to increase the number of con-
nections that can be made to one service,
said Mr. Deininger. ÒThis server network
is starting to take shape and hopefully
will be a reality by the end of this year.
The increased capacity will allow the
Church cybercasts to be promoted on
search engines and directories and even-
tually result in a method God can use to
draw those He is calling into the
Church.Ó

Council Members Visit
Local Congregations

The budget for the current fiscal year
includes $18,000 for Council of Elders
members to visit local congregations.
Many congregations have had one or more
of the Council members visit over the past
few years. Out of 232 congregations in the
United States, over 150 have been visited.
ÒWe would like to extend the opportunity
to those who have not had such a visit,Ó
said Richard Pinelli, operation manager of
Ministerial Services.

Victor Kubik, chairman of the Media
and Communications Committee of the
Council, is coordinating these visits.

At the May Council meetings
Council member Dennis Luker pointed out
the importance of Church membersÕ real-
izing that Council members cannot be
invited to areas to deal with problems or
questions in a manner that bypasses
Ministerial Services, since both are work-
ing together to serve the needs of the
brethren.
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Minister to Move to 
New Zealand

Plans are being finalized for Jeff and
Lisa Caudle to move to New Zealand for
three years on a work visa. They plan to relo-
cate from Houston, Texas, before the begin-
ning of next year. They plan to spend the
Feast of Tabernacles in New Zealand.
Complicating the move is the health of Mr.
CaudleÕs father, Hugh Caudle. He has
advanced prostate cancer that has spread to
his spine and skeletal structure.

The Caudles have two children,
Danielle, age 6, and Gabrielle, age 2.

The church in New Zealand is eager to
have a resident pastor after four years of
prayers. David House from England spent
several months there before his death. After
that, Peter Hawkins from South Africa was
denied approval to immigrate.

The home office will employ Mr.
Caudle, with the church in New Zealand
meeting his job-related expenses, including
pastoral visits to Fiji and Tonga. President
Les McCullough pointed out that Mr.

CaudleÕs experiences in Thailand will help in
this international assignment.

Newsstand Test Begins
Looking for a way to promote The

Good News in the San Francisco Bay area,
Linda Nixon, a member in the Morgan Hill,
California, congregation, contacted a compa-
ny that owns hundreds of outdoor weather-
proof displays. The units display up to nine
free publications, including real estate, car
sales and senior citizens brochures.

After providing samples of The Good
News to company officials, Ms. Nixon and
Bill Bradford, pastor of the Oakland and
Morgan Hill churches, met with the distribu-
tion manager. He offered space on displays in
Santa Clara and Alameda counties at a cost of
$5 per location, per month.

Distribution began on 126 displays; 28
members volunteered to financially sponsor
the displays above their regular tithes and
offerings and 13 members agreed to regular-
ly stock the units.

Although magazines have been distrib-
uted on newsstands in New York City and in
several airports in the Dallas/Fort Worth,
Texas, area, they have not included insert
cards designed specifically to track news-
stand subscriber response. Now, all these
locations have begun a formal newsstand test
using specially coded cards.

A total of 6,000 copies of the May/June
issue and 8,100 copies of the July/August
issue were sent to the Morgan Hill and
Oakland congregations.

Tim Pebworth of the Morgan Hill con-
gregation set up an Excel spreadsheet to track
distribution quantities. The brethren are now
carefully eliminating slow moving locations
and adding higher volume distribution sites,
especially in downtown San Jose.

John LaBissoniere

15 Percent Respond to
Semiannual Letter

After four weeks, 10,368 responses to
the semiannual letter to Good News sub-
scribers have come in, a 15 percent response.

Total mail processed in August was
19,830, the highest yet. This includes 1,073
waiting room responses, another record.

The semiannual letter was sent to 68,048
U.S. subscribers and 1,837 international sub-
scribers, excluding members and waiting
room addresses. The letter offered the book-
let You Can Understand Bible Prophecy.

446 Web Sites Link to
United Site

The United Church of God Web site
can be reached through links on 446 other
sites. The United site is in the top 1.3 percent
of sites in the world in popularity. Of nine
million registered domain names, the
ChurchÕs site is in the top 121,000.

Cable Access TV
Programs Shown in More

Than 28 Cities
Two television programs produced by

United Church of God congregations in
Portland, Oregon, and Beloit, Wisconsin, are
being aired on cable access channels in more
than 28 cities in the United States. Time on
local access cable channels is often available
at low or no cost to local congregations.

In the first six months of the year, the
Tomorrow program, produced in Portland
and now seen in more than 20 areas,
received about 400 calls to its toll-free
telephone  number and requests on its Web
site (www.tomorrow-ucg.org).

The programs are seen in California,
Idaho, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Mexico, Oregon, Washington and Wisconsin.

Samples of Tomorrow and the Good
News Television program produced in Beloit
(www.goodnewstelevision.org), are avail-
able from the home office. Congregations
interested in airing one of telecasts in their
local area should contact Peter Eddington at
the home office for an application form.

Lease Vehicle Pilot
Program to Be Tested
A lease vehicle pilot program will soon

be tested by 10 pastors with the greatest
mileage requirementsÑall have driven over
30,000 miles on Church business in the past
year. Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick said that in
addition to providing more dependable vehi-
cles for these men, he anticipates that over a
three-year span the Church will save around
$235 per minister by leasing a vehicle,
instead of paying mileage reimbursement.
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WhatÕs New 
on the Web?

¥ Regular updates from the presi-
dent and home office staff, plus
news of the Work United is doing,
are posted on our news page.

http://www.ucg.org/a/news/
news.htm

¥ Full reports on the Council of
Elders meetings in Seattle,
Washington, August 25, 26, 27, 30,
31 and September 1 are available.

http://www.ucg.org/a/council/
seattle/seattle.htm

¥ Press Release! The United Church
of God will begin a course of inten-
sive scriptural and doctrinal instruc-
tion January 2000, under the name of
the Ambassador Bible Center. 

http://www.ucg.org/a/abc.htm

¥ The September/October 1999
Good News magazine is available in
PDF (1.9 mb) and HTML format.
The new booklet, Making Life Work,
which is included in the expanded
section of this issue, is available in
HTML format.

http://www.ucg.org/html/literat.shtml

¥ The Spanish version of the
September/October 1999 Good
NewsÑLas Buenas NoticiasÑis now
available in PDF (1.5mb) format.
The Spanish newsletter, El
Comunicado, for August is available
in HTML format, and a new Spanish
Literature Request Form is available.

http://www.ucg.org/html/
espa_ol.shtml

¥ Ken Martin, pastor of the
Columbus and Macon, Georgia, con-
gregations, gives a sermon titled
ÒThe Family and Parenting.Ó Robin
Webber, pastor of the Los Angeles
and Garden Grove, California, con-
gregations, gives a message titled,
ÒThe Power of Intercessory Prayer.Ó
View them using RealPlayer G2.

http://www.ucg.org/RealAud/
Sermons.shtml

¥ An updated link has been pro-
vided on our summer youth camp
page for Camp Heritage.

http://www.ucg.org/youthcamp/
camp.html

If you have any questions or
comments, please contact:

webmaster@ucg.org

News at a GlanceÉ

Justin Doig (left) and Neil Boyington
restock Good News at newsstand in

Morgan Hill, California

Lisa and Jeff Caudle with daughters
Danielle, 6, and Gabrielle, 2


