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At a Glance

ABC to Start Fourth Year With 42 Students

Groups in Asia Interested in United

by David Baker

During the last part of October and the first half of
November, I had an opportunity to travel to India, Sri Lan-
ka and the Philippines. The purpose of the trip was to vis-

it with the Church of God (Israel) in northeastern India,
Good News subscribers in southern India and Sri Lanka
and the Filipino ministry.

On trip to India, David Baker visits Church of God (Israel) Kolasib congregation, pictured above with
C. Lalbiaksanga, chairman of COGI, standing on the far right (photo by David Baker)
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Over 400 Baptized
Around the World

In 2002, at least 417 members were
added to the Church around the world.
This is 41 percent more than the 296
reported in 2001. Here are the baptisms
reported by press time:

Argentina  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Australia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19
Bahamas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Barbados  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Benin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Bolivia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21
Chile  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17
Colombia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
El Salvador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Guatemala  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Guyana   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Italy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Jamaica  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4
Kenya  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Malaysia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Mexico  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
New Zealand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1
Nigeria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3
Peru  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Philippines  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40
South Africa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6
United States  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .226
Uruguay  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Zambia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Elliott Named Senior
Pastor for Kenya 

UCGIA President Roy Holladay has
assigned John Elliott as senior pastor of
Kenya and Tanzania, in addition to pas-
toring the Phoenix East and Yuma, Ari-
zona,congregations. Dave Baker and Mr.
Elliott are planning a visiting trip to
Africa for two weeks in January. Mr.
Baker had been pastoring Kenya until

Minister Interviewed for Two Hours About Christmas

The fourth year of the Ambassador
Bible Center (ABC) was launched by a
reception Jan. 5,with the theme,“Grow-
ing in Grace and Knowledge.” The stu-
dent body is expected to include 42 stu-
dents (17 males and 25 females) from
16 U.S. states and Australia. Texas pro-
vided the most students, with seven,and
the two from Australia are the only inter-
national students.

“This class has several students with
degrees from universities and seems
quite enthusiastic and balanced,” said
Gary Antion,ABC coordinator.

“This year we are looking forward to
building the image of Ambassador by
instilling a sense of pride for the institu-
tion,” said Mr. Antion. “We hope the
quality of instruction will have improved
by better preparation for the classes. We
plan to administer a pre-test in the first
few weeks, then a post-test at the con-
clusion of the ABC year. This will help
us gauge how well the students have
absorbed what they were taught.”

Mr. Antion also outlined some
changes that have been made. “We have
extended the program one week to allow

for five ‘reading’ days throughout the
year (most of them in the second semes-
ter when students tend to tire),” he said.
“We have made the student feedback
time into student assembly where pre-
sentations will be made to the students
by selected faculty and staff for the stu-
dents’edification. There will continue to
be some feedback sessions as well.”

Changes have been made in the facil-
ities as well, with a basketball half court
set up outside, landscaping by the patios
and new cabinets and more counter
space for students to use for lunch.  UN

by Peter Eddington

Dec. 24 David Treybig was inter-
viewed on Cincinnati, Ohio, radio sta-
tion WAIF 88.3 FM about the “Origins
of Christmas.” Mr. Treybig pastors the
Tampa and St. Petersburg, Florida, con-
gregations, and was the key author of
the Church’s booklet, Holidays or Holy
Days: Does It Matter Which Days We
Keep? A major portion of this booklet
expounds upon the pagan origins of
Christmas and leads readers to under-
stand that our Creator wishes us to keep
His Holy Days.

Mr. Treybig was interviewed for
two hours by the host of Spirit Quest,
Jake Ashcraft. Interestingly, Mr.
Ashcraft has been getting the Good
News magazine since 1999, and has

received six of our booklets, includ-
ing the one above. He has also read
Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath
Rest, and mentioned he would like to
interview the author of that booklet

at some time in the future. He has
also received The Church Jesus Built,
What Is Your Destiny?, This Is the

by Doug Johnson

The Council of Elders began its last
set of meetings for 2002 Dec. 11 with
the traditional operations reports,moved
on to budget planning for the next fiscal
year and dealt with unfinished business
from August by granting the adminis-
tration approval to purchase a small
amount of property adjacent to the home
office.

President’s Report
President Roy Holladay hit some

recent highlights of Church activity in
his report,which included developments
such as:

• Dave Baker, pastor in upstate New
York, has been named senior pastor
overseeing the churches in the Philip-
pines, following the request of the
Philippine National Council that its
operations come under the jurisdiction
of the home office.

• Discussion with the Council of “hot
topic”sermon subjects,based on surveys
of the U.S. field ministry; Sabbath con-
duct and observance top the list, fol-
lowed closely by marriage and dating.

• Suggested appointment of a task
force to study the effect on the Church’s
budget of the anticipated growth in the
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Jake Ashcraft of WAIF 88.3 FM in Cincinnati, Ohio, interviewed David Treybig
Dec. 24 about the origins of Christmas (photos by Peter Eddington)

Students enjoyed refreshments and
meeting faculty and other students
Jan. 5 (photo by Peter Eddington)
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being assigned senior pastor for the
Philippines. Mr. Baker continues to visit
brethren in Asia and to serve the congre-
gations in Buffalo,Elmira and Syracuse,
New York. (See trip article, page 1.)

“I am very excited about the opportu-
nity to serve the brethren in Kenya and
Tanzania,” said Mr. Elliott. “There are
many challenges that the brethren face
there, including communications,
finances and safety. But God has blessed
them under the previous leadership of
Joel Meeker and Dave Baker.

“One of my goals will be providing
opportunities for as many as possible to
attend a weekly church service,as well as
the annual festivals. Another goal is to
provide biblical education and ongoing
training of local leadership,as we have no
elders or deacons,” Mr. Elliott said.

Christ-Centered
Servant Leadership
Seminar Given

Dec. 9 regional pastors, Council
members and home office staff met
together to listen to presentations by the
Christ-Centered Servant Leadership
(CSL) task force.

Mark Winner (chairman of the task
force), Clyde Kilough, Dave Myers and
Todd Carey covered topics such as the
core meaning of CSL—developing peo-
ple—for the purpose of “equipping the
saints for the work of ministry,” “edify-
ing the body of Christ” and developing
more leaders, not just better followers.

Mr. Kilough showed a diagram of the
Church as described in Ephesians 2:20.
Jesus Christ is the cornerstone, the foun-
dation represents the apostles and
prophets, the living stones are the mem-
bers and the Holy Spirit is the “mortar.”

“The temple (the Church) simply is
not as strong as it could or should be with-
out every stone in place, and each stone
does have its place as pointed out in 1
Corinthians 12,” said Mr. Winner. “We
do not all have the same job or responsi-
bility,yet we all do have a responsibility.”
Mr. Winner went on to say that “every
man, woman, teen and child should
come to church with a sense of responsi-
bility, that they are needed, just like each
stone in the temple is needed.”

Mr. Carey and Mr. Myers gave a pre-
sentation on delegation, showing that
servant leadership is “getting people
done through work” as opposed to the
classic definition of delegating, “getting
work done through people.”

There were several breakout sessions
involving participation from everyone.
After the presentations there was feed-
back and questions from the audience.

Ed Smith, long-time elder from the
Cincinnati East congregation, observed,
“We need to continually be improving our-
selves, whatever role we have to fulfill.”
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Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, has
a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The address
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Continued from page 1

United Church of God and The Unit-
ed States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy.

Mr. Treybig eloquently explained the
pagan origins of Christmas, and was
also able to touch on Halloween and
Easter. In addition, he covered God’s
Holy Day plan, and showed how the
world’s religious holidays hide the true

meaning of God’s feast days. He said
that even though he’s in the minority at
the moment, with only 4 percent of the
U.S. population not observing Christ-
mas, he feels that he’s on the “cutting
edge” of what is to come, since the

book of Zechariah shows that all peo-
ples and all nations will keep the Feast
of Tabernacles after Christ’s return to
this earth.

The full interview can be heard on-
line at www.ucg.org/radio.  UN

numbers of retired employees in the next
few years.

• Mr. Holladay’s desire to see even
more of a “to the heart”appeal for action
in our speaking and writing, following
the lead of the early New Testament
apostles. 

Ministerial Services
Richard Pinelli spoke on the Feast of

Tabernacles in 2002, the current minis-
terial manpower and church status and
the Ministerial Candidate Program.

From all reports, the Feast this past
year continued the trend since 2000,
with a further sense of “settling” in the
Church, increased attendance over the
previous year and fewer difficulties with
which to contend. Attendance at all sites
worldwide was 19,231,only slightly less
than the all-time high for the United
Church of God (19,699 in 1996). Four
changes in Feast sites are planned for
2003: from Gatlinburg, Tennessee, to
Lexington,Kentucky; from Keystone to
Steamboat Springs, Colorado; from
Kauai to Maui, Hawaii; and from Cor-
pus Christi to Kerrville, Texas.

U.S. congregation count still stands at
228, with the highest monthly average
attendance for the year being 10,718, in
March 2002 (lowest was 9,678 in July).
The average is about 9,800 to 9,900. On
Holy Days (excluding the Feast of
Tabernacles), this typically increases by
nearly 3,000. So far this year,over 1,300
people have contacted the United
Church of God’s pastors for the first
time, with nearly 600 of these having no
previous Sabbath-keeping background.
Baptisms totaled 208 through Novem-
ber, more than 2001’s entire annual
result of 154. 

In terms of ministerial manpower
serving the U.S. churches, two church
circuits are still without resident pastors,

and pastoral health concerns affect yet
three more areas. Four new hires have
been added in 2002, with one more pos-
sible by fiscal year’s end (June 30,2003).
With retirements, deaths, resignations
and moves to international areas in the
last 4+ years, there has been a net loss of
11 1/2 field minister positions in the
United States (one man serves half-time
in the Editorial area, and half-time pas-
toring a congregation). The Pastoral
Annual Review Process is now in place
for all U.S. field ministers, with good
results. As the program develops, stages
3 and 4 (performance appraisal meeting
with supervisor, and congregational
input) may be changed to every other
year or even every third year in frequen-
cy, rather than annually, as at present. 

Mr. Pinelli estimates another 20 cou-
ples or so may be considered for invita-
tion to the 2003 August/September Min-
isterial Candidate Program training
sessions. 

Treasurer’s Report
Tom Kirkpatrick began his report by

noting that Category One income (gen-
eral donations) was up by 1.8 percent for
the fiscal year to date (through Dec. 10).
Our budget called for a modest increase
of 2.38 percent in this category. The four
Holy Day offerings already “on the
books” have shown a pleasantly sur-
prising surge of $115,000 over projec-
tions. Other miscellaneous income (with
a much smaller budgetary impact) is
down slightly. 

Certain notable patterns snagged his
attention, and Dr. Kirkpatrick shared
them with the Council. Response to
the Bible Study Course has been so
good that it will be “hopelessly over
budget” for the year! But the amount
involved is a small percentage of the
greater media budget, which looks to
be on target as a whole for the fiscal
year. And of course, that’s precisely
the kind of “problem” we like to see—

responses greater than expected. 
Other costs are not so benign.

Employee health care costs, for exam-
ple, continue to increase as stress and
aging take their toll on ministers and oth-
er employees. Taken altogether, Dr.
Kirkpatrick estimates the entire year’s
income from all sources might well
come in at a miniscule 0.1 to 0.2 percent
under budget. Expenses should also be
slightly less than expected, with the
result likely statistically evening out to
enable the Church to stay within a bal-
anced budget.

Peter Eddington brought the Council
up to date on activities in the Media and
Communications Services area. Several
of these items are covered in the “News
at a Glance” section.

Budget Planning
Mr. Holladay next asked the Council

for its collective view of priorities for
next fiscal year’s budget (2003-2004). In
putting together major areas that would
impact the budget above and beyond
current program increases, the manage-
ment team had discussed four propos-
als, with their estimated “price tags”:

• Additional hires in the U.S. field
ministry (up to six; four to replace retir-
ing ministers and two to fill the current-
ly vacant pastorates. Net increased cost:
$315,000).

• A 3 to 5 percent pay raise for all
employees (there has not been an across-
the-board increase since the inception of
the United Church of God in 1995. Cost:
$280,000).

• An increase in Good News circula-
tion (to 550,000 copies. Cost:$200,000).

• Regional pocket conferences in the
United States (cost: $135,000).

Mr. Holladay asked each Council
member to arrange the four proposals in
priority order, without regard to the
cost—which did they feel was most
important, which second in importance,
and so on. When tallied up, the priority

the Council as a whole saw was in exact-
ly the order listed above. Interestingly,
the Council’s perceptions precisely
matched those of the management team
at the home office. “This is our wish list,”
Mr. Holladay stated. Naturally, if there
isn’t sufficient increase granted by God,
we may not be able to do any of them—
or perhaps only portions of them (such
as only three hires, or only a 2 percent
pay raise, for example). Mr. Holladay
thanked the Council, and stated that its
opinion would be factored in to the
upcoming budget planning.

The Council also gave approval, by a
vote of 11-1, for the administration to
purchase the adjacent property (just over
three acres) to the west of the home
office for the price of $1 from the area
developer.

Dec. 12, following an executive ses-
sion, the Council unanimously passed a
resolution to address certain sensitivities
and cultural concerns in areas outside the
United States by including national
offices that distribute the English Good
News in the editorial review process.
Any difficulties that cannot be resolved
by the normal review process will be
brought to the president and the opera-
tion manager for media for final resolu-
tion.

The Council also gave input on the
planning for the Feast video for 2003.

Dec. 13: Doctrine and CSL
The Council also discussed the sub-

ject of applause at the Feast. Jim Franks,
chairman of the Doctrine Committee,
suggested that the Music Doctrine Com-
mittee be allowed to complete its work,
including making any accompanying
comments it felt appropriate on the issue,
before the Council releases a statement
on it. The Council gave unanimous con-
sent.

The Council unanimously balloted in

“Council,” 
continued from page 1

“Interview,” 
continued from page 1

See “Council,” page 12
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Personal Correspondence: Answering Readers’ Questions
by Cecil Maranville

The Personal Correspondence
Department has long performed a valu-
able service to the people God calls.
Personal Correspondence (PC) is often
one of the first contacts new people
make with the Church. 

“Answering PC questions reminds
me of visiting new prospective mem-
bers for the first time,” said Michael
Hanisko, one of the ministers who has
been helping answer questions by E-
mail for the last several years. “They
have questions about many aspects of
the Bible and God’s Church, and their
enthusiasm about learning the truth is
inspiring to see.”

In the Beginning
The United Church of God’s Per-

sonal Correspondence efforts started as
a scramble. As with all other facets of
doing God’s work, we were without
staff and without a plan when we found
ourselves suddenly beginning a new
organization in the early summer of
1995.

A few people with past PC experi-
ence sketched out a possible plan
whereby the United Church of God
would be able to respond to those who
contacted us. Of course, people were
contacting us well before we had an
organized means of responding to
them! Faced with a limited and scat-
tered staff, we envisioned a team of vol-
unteer correspondents, geographically
scattered but connected via the Internet
and by fax. That early concept remains
a large part of our program to this day.

From our beginning, some of the
full-time home office staff answered
letters. But we had no official PC staff.
And, our home office managers relied
on volunteers from among our elders to
assist them in answering the mail. The
Internet enabled people in all parts of
the world to E-mail us. Additionally,
people still wrote and sent letters
through surface mail.

When the home office received more
E-mail questions than our small staff
could answer, we would electronically
forward some to our elders who volun-
teered their time to do PC service. Dis-
persing the workload of surface mail
was a little harder. We faxed these let-
ters to elders who would write a
response. They, in turn, would E-mail

the response to the home office. Then a
home office worker could transfer the
content of the E-mail onto Church sta-
tionery for signing and mailing.

Full-Time and Volunteers
The procedure has changed only

slightly since then. In September 1999,
the church hired Cecil Maranville as a
full-time employee in Ministerial Ser-
vices to answer the mail. Like several of
our home office staff, he is a “remote
employee,” meaning he is not located in
Cincinnati. Rather, he works out of his
home in Arizona. Laura Peabody in the
home office faxes letters to him. He
writes replies onto UCG stationery and

affixes his signature electronically. The
answers then go via the Internet to the
home office for proofreading, printing
and mailing. Both Richard Pinelli and
Laura Peabody look over the letters
before they go out.

Additionally, a 22-man team of vol-
unteer pastors throughout the United
States work together to answer E-mail
inquiries including those received
through the Church’s Web page. These
replies also route back through the
home office, where they are proofread
by Mike Bennett and E-mailed out

from the info@ucg.org address by
Clarissa de Campos. Modern technol-
ogy greatly multiplies our effective-
ness, enabling us to handle a workload
that required several times more per-
sonnel in past years.

The 22 volunteers are scheduled two
per month. In previous years a smaller
group (Noel Hornor, Michael Hanisko,
Bob Fahey and Tom Clark) handled
longer shifts. See the current schedule
in the sidebar below. 

In the course of our brief history, our
fledgling Personal Correspondence
area has generated nearly 300 form let-
ters to help answer commonly asked
questions. Modern technology enables
us to personalize each response, so we
probably will not publish these form
letters like the series that the Church
had decades ago.

Changing Questions
While United’s procedures changed

little over our brief history, the ques-
tions asked of us have changed a great
deal. Early questions focused on the
controversies related to the circum-
stances of our establishment as an orga-
nization. Many people wanted assur-
ances of our doctrinal beliefs.
Numerous questions came to us from
people who wanted to know why we
believed it necessary to start an organi-
zation. 

A lot of those early letters showed
the unsettled feelings of Church of God
members. Some reflected anger, hurt
and distrust. Because there was little in
the way of preaching Jesus Christ’s
gospel of the Kingdom, few of the let-
ters were from new people.

With the inception of The Good
News, we soon began to broadcast the
gospel to the public. And, consequent-
ly, the questions we received began to
change. Fewer questions came from
people wanting assurance that we were
holding to the truths long believed and
taught by the Church when Herbert W.
Armstrong was its leading minister.

Church members began to communi-
cate their questions directly to pastors
and elders. More and more people from
the public contacted us, asking basic
Bible or Christian living questions. 

Of course, initially we had no litera-
ture core. So if someone asked a ques-
tion about the 144,000 or the abomina-
tion of desolation, for example, we had
to draft a letter to reply instead of send-
ing The Book of Revelation Unveiled or
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy.

Sample Questions
To this day, people still contact us

with questions like, “Your message
reminds me a lot of the teaching of Mr.
Armstrong. Are you connected with
him in any way?”

Here are some additional sample
questions:

• Is it necessary to attend church for
salvation?

• Is it possible to undergo baptism
in prison?

• What does the Bible say about
women wearing makeup or pants?

• Explain speaking in tongues.  
We regularly receive requests for

counsel about personal matters, such as:
• How can I overcome smoking and

return to church?
• How can I keep the Sabbath and

Holy Days in prison?  
• How can I [a person with a drug

habit] save my marriage?
• Will God forgive me for having an

abortion?
“I am often struck by how many peo-

ple turn to the UCG Web site for help
with serious problems and even major

crises going on in their lives,” said Mr.
Hanisko. “It is very satisfying to be able
to provide answers or point them in a
direction where they can find help.”

And, of course, we also receive the
occasional humorous request, includ-
ing:

• A person with the titles “Pastor
General” and “Saint” given him by
another church wanted training to
become part of our ministry. (We
declined!) 

• Another person asked our help in
writing and promoting his book prov-
ing that communal living is biblical.
(We declined his request, too!) 

As you look at the figures of mail
volume, you see little change in the
totals for the first several years. Yet,
each booklet we published answered
more and more questions. (When a
booklet answers a person’s question,
we send it in place of a letter.)  Nonethe-
less, the letters and E-mail inquiries
answered continued to number in the
thousands every year, because people
asked about matters not covered in
printed material.

We’re grateful for the blessing of
modern technology, along with experi-
enced elders who have the heart of a
shepherd-servant to serve the people
God calls. 

Some PC Statistics
The volume of PC letters was up 27

percent over last year.
Year Mail E-Mail Total
2000 756 462 1,218
2001 1,086 551 1,637
2002 1,290 793 2,083

Benefits and Challenges of Answering PC
Tom Clark, pastor of the Salina and Wichita, Kansas, congregations, has been

volunteering to answer questions that come in by E-mail for several years. We
asked him about why he volunteers and what the challenges are.

What are the main benefits of answering Personal Correspondence ques-
tions?

The main benefit for me is the regular challenge of dealing with questions
from brand-new people, and trying to answer them succinctly. I’ve had several
people who have written back and forth with me several times, sometimes on
the same question or issue.

What are the main challenges?
It is more difficult to answer the questions when you have no verbal or body

language feedback to work with. I much prefer talking with someone face-to-
face, because I can get a much better “read” on him.  So we do the best we can
to answer what is written, and try to discern, if possible, any underlying ques-
tions or issues.

It is also sometimes difficult when we receive lengthy lists of unrelated ques-
tions. To answer each and every question can be quite time-consuming.  Also,
some questions are rather involved, and the answer must be made as simple as
possible to avoid misunderstandings. 

It is quite a privilege, and also quite humbling. I’ve seen the results of letters
and answers sent back over the years, both good and bad. Some have accepted
our answers, studied and prayed and eventually came into the Church. Others
were outraged. 

There is a weight of responsibility as well to make sure we are balanced and
careful in what we write.

E-Mail PC Schedule
November 2002: Randy D’Alessan-

dro, Jim Haeffele
December:Bill Winner,Dave Dobson
January 2003: Doug Johnson, Tom

Clark
February: Dave Johnson, Gary Smith
March: Mike Hanisko, Don Henson
April: Herb Teitgen, Mark Winner
May: Tom Clark, Mike Blackwell
June: Bob Fahey, Steve Nutzman
July: John Foster, Randy D’Alessan-

dro
August: Vernon Hargrove, Frank

McCrady
September: Larry Salyer, Kevin Epps
October: Steve Moody, David Mills

The Most Frequently Asked Question:
What Is the Origin of United?

The question comes in many forms, but the most asked question continues to
be about our roots. Many mention Herbert W. Armstrong, The World Tomor-
row or The Plain Truth and wonder about our connection to those teachings.

Dear Friend,
Thank you for your interest in the history of the United Church of God.
Most of our ministers and members were formerly with the Worldwide

Church of God (WCG), when it was under the leadership of the late Herbert W.
Armstrong. In the early 1990s, the WCG leadership began to openly depart from
many of the church’s beliefs and practices, which model those of the early New
Testament Church of God. By late 1994,WCG leaders actively began to impose
their change of belief upon the entire church. Unable to dissuade them from this
course, hundreds of elders and thousands of members left or were disfellow-
shipped by WCG ministers.

Subsequently, 150 elders convened in May 1995 to form a collaborative orga-
nization now known as the United Church of God, an International Association.
We now have about 450 elders and approximately 17,000 people attending our
weekly church services. Our objectives include a commitment to observe the
seventh-day Sabbath and God’s Holy Days, and preaching Jesus Christ’s gospel
of the Kingdom of God to the entire world—the same objectives held by the
WCG when Mr. Armstrong was its leading minister.

In the few short years since our inception, our flagship publication (The Good
News) has achieved a print run of nearly half a million, with an additional 18,000
copies in the Italian, German and Spanish languages. We publish a newsletter
periodical (World News and Prophecy), numerous booklets on biblical topics and
a Bible Study Course. In January 2000, we opened the Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter at our corporate home office to provide intensive training in the study of the
Bible. In August 2000, we began distribution of the Good News radio program.

Our Fundamental Beliefs booklet provides an overview of our beliefs and
This Is the United Church of God provides a synopsis of our organization and
work. If you do not have copies on hand, we would be happy to send them to
you.  You can also read or request our literature on the Internet at www.ucg.org.

Thanks again for your interest in the United Church of God. If we may serve
you again, please let us know.

Cecil Maranville answers Personal
Correspondence questions full-time
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Getting the Work Done, Thanks to Volunteers
■ Literally thousands of
members and supporters
volunteer their time, talent
and caring to help in nearly
every aspect of the work of
the United Church of God.
On these three pages we
celebrate some of that
service that helps United in
the mission of preaching
the gospel while preparing a
people.

President Says
Thank You for Your
Service

“The administration is deeply appre-
ciative of the hundreds of hours of vol-
unteer service that members give to the
Body of Christ,” said Roy Holladay,
president of UCGIA. “Since the begin-
ning of the New Testament Church, the
talents, efforts and time of all brethren
working together is what makes for a
healthy congregation (1 Corinthians
12; Ephesians 4:11-16). 

“The related aspect is that there is

simply no way all of the work of the
Church could be done without the tire-
less service of volunteers. Helping out
at Sabbath services, organizing activi-
ties, helping with literature promotion,
serving at the Feast, volunteering at
camps—these are just a few examples
of the wonderful contributions brethren
are making.

“Thank you so much. Norma and I
find your examples of service heart-

warming and inspiring. Please keep up
the fine efforts—we need them!”

Sabbath Services:
Many Hands Light
Up Local
Congregations

“Since the beginning of United,
thousands of brethren have stepped for-

ward to help establish a place where we
can all meet and be taught God’s holy

truths,” said Richard Pinelli, Minister-
ial Services operation manager. “We
wanted to express our deep gratitude
for the wonderful spirit of service you
have shown in hall setups, the sound
systems, music, the caregiving for our
widows and widowers with rides and
food, the development of socials and
potlucks, giving us a wonderful foun-
dation from which to develop the local
congregations. 

“Sometimes we don’t always hear a
‘well done’as we quietly go about tak-
ing care of these needs, but God appre-
ciates all you do on His behalf,” Mr.
Pinelli said. “Ministerial Services and
all our pastors and elders thank you so
much for your time and effort in bring-
ing us to where the Church is today.
Thank you.”

In a small Church, and a small con-
gregation, there are more jobs and
responsibilities than there are people to
fill them. Yet from the start in 1995,
there have always been people willing
to step in and take on all the jobs need-
ed to help the Church fulfill its mission
summarized on the UCG seal: Preach-
ing the gospel and preparing a people.

All the activities of the local congre-
gations—from Sabbath services to
socials—contribute to developing us a
a people prepared for God. (In other
articles on this spread we will feature
some of the many activities that are
helping to preach the gospel as well.) 

At a seminar on Christ-centered ser-
vant leadership Dec. 9, Mark Winner
mentioned that one of his congrega-
tions recently listed 30 to 40 different
responsibilities necessary to help the
congregation run smoothly. “In the
average congregation there would be at
least 30 or more,” said Mr. Pinelli. This
can be quite challenging in congrega-
tions with less than 30 people, but in the
larger congregations, the number of
responsibilities and people needed
grows as well.

Here are just a few of the many tasks
handled by unsung heroes in the con-
gregations: announcement brochures,
bulletin board, cards for the sick, flow-
ers, greeters, “Local Church Updates”
reports and photos for United News,
meals for the sick and shut-ins, moth-
ers’ room, piano players, providing
rides, Sabbath school teachers, ser-
monettes, set up and take down, social
committees, song leaders, sound crew,
special music, tape library, teen activi-
ties, teen Bible studies and ushers.

For reports on specific socials and ser-
vice projects throughout the year, see the
“Local Church Updates” section.

Members
Participate in
Preaching the
Gospel

“We would like to express our appre-
ciation to all the brethren involved in
the Good News member involvement
programs,” said John LaBissoniere,
who coordinates the programs. “Their
willingness to unselfishly use their time
and resources to help spread the mes-
sage of the gospel in their neighbor-
hoods and communities is a wonderful
example to all brethren in the Church.”

The Church in the United States is
currently promoting the following
member involvement programs: the
Brochure Display Program, the News-
stand Distribution Program and the Gift
Copy Project Test.

More information on these programs
is scheduled for the next issue.

Camp
Volunteers—
Savings: Half
Million Dollars;
Service: Priceless!

One of the activities that most teens
look forward to with great anticipation is
camp. United currently has seven sum-
mer camps and a winter program that
serve more than 800 teens. Most teens
can attend camp every year during their
high school years and then work on the
staff after they turn 18. While our camps
are known for their high level of organi-
zation, action-packed schedules and
team building, the main reason teens
come to camp, according to surveys, is
relationships. They want a better rela-
tionship with God and with the staff and
peers.

The United Youth Camps (UYC)
program will be moving into its ninth
year of operation. The major reason for
our success is the volunteer staff that
donates time, often their vacation time,
to serve on the staff. Last year more
than 350 volunteers worked on the staff
as counselors, activity personnel and in
many other needed areas, such as
kitchen, transportation, first aid, etc. If
we paid only minimum wage to these
hard-working servants, it is estimated
it would cost the Church more than
$500,000 in salaries and benefits.

Since we use rental facilities and
church pastors as camp directors and
key department heads, we are able to
operate very cost-effective programs to
serve the youth of the Church. Here are
some of the comments campers wrote
on their end-of-camp surveys:

“I love everything all the staff and
wives of staff/families do to prepare for
us. It is well planned, fun and chal-
lenging. Thanks so much” (Tetons). 

“I felt that our counselors were a gift

from God” (Pinecrest). 
“I think the staff went above and

beyond to make us feel at home”
(Davidson).

“They made me feel accepted like a
family would do” (Heritage). 

After all the sacrifice and hard work,
93 percent of those who volunteered
last year said they want to do it again.
Thanks to all the fine volunteer staff
who give of themselves to prepare the
youth of the Church for their rich her-
itage.

In addition to all this, dozens more
adult and teen volunteers help with the
regional preteen camps each year as
well.

Larry W. Greider, overall UYC
coordinator

Helping at the
Home Office

Church member volunteers make a
vital contribution to 14 major mailings
from the home office every year. In
2002 volunteers provided about 600
hours of labor in preparing six issues of
The Good News for international mail-
ing as well as eight major mailings of

sermon tapes to shut-ins and congrega-
tion tape libraries. 

“We depend on the volunteers a lot,”
said Connie Seelig, who coordinates
the mail processing and mailing func-
tions for the Church. “Not only do we

Unsung Heroine: “Senior Teenager”
Serves Loma Linda in Many Ways

Marie Robertson is a longtime deaconess in
the Loma Linda, California, congregation, bap-
tized in 1959. Marie, a widow, sets an outstand-
ing example of service to all. She is nearly 92,but
is kiddingly called our senior teenager.

At an age where most are slowing down, she
insists on handling the tape library, and she dili-
gently copies sermon tapes and mails them to
the shut-ins. Two years ago she took a com-
puter training class on the computer her daugh-
ter gave her so she could make tape labels, E-
mail friends and family, and make personal
greeting cards for members on the prayer list.

Each Sabbath she provides a ride for a new
couple. Yes, she is still driving. She is also an active member of Loma Linda
Women’s Club. She spearheaded an outreach program for abused women and
children. She often is the first to call on someone who has been unable to make it
to services and to provide meals when needed. She visits members in homes and
hospitals. She lives alone in her own home and raises chickens for fresh eggs,
which she shares.

Marie is our unsung heroine, and we all love and appreciate her very much.
Roland Clark

Marie Robertson

“Thank you so much. Norma and I find your examples of service heart-
warming and inspiring. Please keep up the fine efforts—we need them!”

Roy Holladay

ABC students and local congregations
help with mailings at the home office

Special music is one of the many
contributions volunteers make to
congregations and at the Feast

More than 350 volunteers serve at United Youth Camps
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appreciate all the help the volunteers
give us, but we receive many comments
from recipients of the tape packages
expressing their gratitude for all the
work that goes into producing the tapes
and preparing the packages that are
mailed.”

Most of the volunteers come from
the local Cincinnati East congregation,
coordinated by Ed and Doris Parrott.
Other volunteers have come from con-
gregations in four states. Wheeling,
West Virginia; Louisville, Kentucky;
Indianapolis, Indiana; and Columbus,
Ohio, have all sent crews to help with
the mailings.

Eau Claire and St.
Paul Congregations
Mail 100,000 Tapes

Two years ago both the Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, and St. Paul, Minnesota,
congregations expressed the desire to
become more directly involved in
spreading the gospel. At that time the
Church was developing a continuing
education tape program for graduates
of the Bible Study Course and needed
help with the processing of requested
sermon tapes. Tom Kerestes, a member
in Eau Claire, had an idea. Since extra

hands were needed, why not volunteer
both congregations to be an outsource
for this project?

The result: For the past two years
more than 90 Eau Claire and St. Paul
brethren from ages 5 to 93, have spent
two hours each month packaging, sort-
ing and bagging tapes for mailing.

How do the brethren feel about their
efforts? Beth Linehan, 89, responded,
“I like to feel useful!” Joel McNair, 7,
added, “I feel really good because I can
help out,” and 9-year-old Mariah Koss
exclaimed, “It’s fun!”

Since starting, mailings have more
than doubled to over 3,600 envelopes
each month containing two tapes—
53,257 envelopes in all. We are able to
mail these at bulk rate, saving about 80
percent compared to first-class rates.
The envelopes are printed in a presort-
ed order approved by the U.S. Post Ser-
vice. Because the brethren do the labor-
intensive job of inserting the tapes and
keeping the envelopes in the exact order
they are printed, the Church has been
able to save over $30,000 just in
postage, not to mention the labor costs.

To get this bulk rate, we have to make
sure each step is followed precisely. To

avoid the potential penalty of being
assessed the full price of a mailing, and
possible back charges for other mail-
ings, we do quality control checks at
four steps in the process.

The project is just about to outgrow
the two congregations’ capacity. Last
month the Minneapolis congregation
joined in the mailing after a combined
service.

As Phyllis Newton observed looking
at the piles of envelopes, “It’s inspiring
to see our spiritual family grow!” The
end result of our volunteer effort has not
only benefited those receiving sermon
tapes, but both congregations as well.
Lisa Lausted summed it up well, “I
think it brings the Church members
together and gives us a sense of com-
munity.”

Linda and Mitchell Knapp

Virtual Volunteer
Staff Helps
Produce VCM

Virtual Christian Magazine
(www.vcmagazine.org) is a team effort
of volunteers working with a few paid
employees. This year the staff wrote,
edited, found graphics for and designed
10 issues of this on-line publication. All

work is handled through E-
mail since the staff is scattered
across the United States.

The volunteer staff includes
Lorelei Nettles, who has been
with the magazine from the
beginning and finds graphics
for every issue. Volunteer edi-
tors are Michelle Grovak, Jada
Howell, Joan Osborn and John
Rutis. More volunteer writers
and editors are always wel-
come!

Volunteers
Make Web

Sites Possible

In addition to the main UCG Web
site prepared by staff members, sev-
eral related sites are made possible
through the work of volunteer Web
masters:

• gnmagazine.org is handled by
Dave Hershberger, a member in Akron,
Ohio.

• ucgyouth.org is handled by Andy
Lausted in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

• ucgrace.org is handled by Adri-
enne Johnson, a member in the New
York City congregation.

Also much of the content for youth
was produced by teams of volunteers.
The Teen Bible Discussion Guides
(www.ucg.org/a/teenbs/teenstudies.htm)
were written by volunteers, including
young adults, ministers and concerned
parents. The 240 Sabbath school guides
for teachers (www.ucgyouth.org/
resources/ss/) were written and edited
by a team of nearly 50 volunteers.

Of course many local congregations
have their own Web sites and volunteer
Web masters as well.

The Power of
Prayers and Cards

Every week prayer requests are sent
to elders to read in local congregations,
and scores of congregations and indi-
viduals respond with their prayers and
with cards to encourage those who are
suffering.

Many of those who request prayers
have written back with appreciation
like this recent message: “Thank you
most of all for your prayers for Sherry.
Her spirits are good and her wall is full
of cards of encouragement from around
the world!”Another expressed that the
family was “extremely grateful for the
outpouring of love and concern from
their church family. J.D. has received
many cards locally and from around the
world and they have encouraged and
‘lifted him up.’”

Many have wanted to receive
updates about the people they have
been praying for, and thanks to the dili-
gent efforts of one volunteer, those
updates are being produced on a quar-
terly basis. Every three months Judy
Erickson contacts all of the pastors who
have submitted the various prayer
requests and asks for updates on the
people. These are compiled and E-
mailed to all the elders to make avail-
able at church.

Volunteers Type
Transcripts

United provides transcripts for many
sermons given by its ministers. Cur-
rently nine ladies work on transcribing
tapes, doing about 52 tapes per year,
total. Each volunteer has her own
method. Some work on two to three
pages per day, while others work for

two or three days straight to get a tran-
script done. 

Each sermon is typed word for word,
including scriptures. Then the transcript
is proofread for punctuation and errors,
and corrected. Occasionally the minis-
ter who gave the sermon is contacted
for questions or clarification. The tran-
script is then forwarded by E-mail to
the home office. 

The transcripts are sent to deaf
brethren and to prisoners who cannot
receive tapes. They are also posted on
the Web site for anyone to view at
www.ucg.org/deafhh/transcripts.html. 

Besides sermons, one of the tran-
scribers is also working on the series of
ABC “Harmony of the Gospels” tapes
by Richard Thompson. 

All the ladies count themselves
blessed to be a part of the program, hav-
ing the opportunity to work at home
and listen to a variety of different min-
isters as well as use their typing skills.

Lemons Help
Them Put
Literature on Tape

Akron, Ohio, volunteers have served
the visually impaired on a regular basis
for the past six years in the Church’s lit-
erature on tape program. All types of
Church literature, such as The Good
News, United News, World News and
Prophecy, the Bible Study Course and
all booklets, are read aloud and record-
ed so the visually impaired might be
able to listen to them on tape. 

Since we use lemon water to help our
volunteers keep their vocal cords in
good shape, it is interesting to note that
we consume about $50 in fresh lemons
each year!

One challenge we constantly face in
the reading program is the correct pro-
nunciation of words. Remember the old
Ella Fitzgerald song with the lyrics,
“You say ‘toe-may-toes’and I say ‘toe-
mah-toes?’” Often we ask, “Do we pro-
nounce the word according to the way
we sound it out? Or according to the
way we see it spelled out in a dictio-
nary? Or should we try to pronounce it
the way the ‘locals’ say it?”

We’re often surprised that there can
be so many different “correct” pronun-
ciations of words, cities and proper
names. We have to admit that, try as we
may, we probably do not always choose
the correct or most common pronunci-
ation of each word in the publications
that we read. We do our best and hope
that we are at least getting close to the
correct or most preferred pronunciation
of the names we find in the reading.

Since we’ve noticed that proper
names are often the most difficult to pro-
nounce, one of our technicians stated,
“Someone needs to write us a booklet
on how to pronounce UCG members’
names!” For example, in the December
2002 United News, Leon Walker wrote
an article about his visit to our brethren
in the South Pacific. We love our
brethren there and were excited about
the trip, but our Western tongues had
trouble correctly pronouncing names
like Apenisa Naigulevu, Emori Toloi
and Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou! 

Nonetheless, all of our volunteers are
glad to have the project here in Akron.
The Literature on Tape Program allows
us to serve and give in a unique way.
We also enjoy the additional fellowship
with one another as we get together
each reading session during the week. 

The Akron Volunteers

ABC Students Set
Example of
Service

In spite of the hectic pace of life at
Ambassador Bible Center, students
made time for an array of service pro-
jects throughout the 2002 academic

year. Students donated hundreds of
hours helping the home office staff with
mailings and other projects. 

Students sent get-well cards to mem-
bers around the world and visited ill and
elderly people in hospitals and nursing
homes. They helped collect stuffed ani-
mals for children and gathered materi-
al for a container going to Malawi.
Chorale members traveled to sur-
rounding congregations to serve the
brethren with their musical talents.

One of the highlights was the Talent
Show and Bake Auction which raised
more than $1,150 for scholarships to
help United’s young adults in develop-
ing countries.

Joy LaBissoniere headed up the Ser-
vice Projects committee, which includ-
ed Clarissa de Campos, Judy Hernan-
dez, Tim Johnson, Jeffery Kramer and
Logan Smith. Audrey Noel and Joni
Strauss organized the cards.

Congregation Puts
BRP on Tape for
Visually Impaired

After the Bible Reading Program
started this past February, two ladies
in the Spokane, Washington, Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho, congregation stepped
in to help. Myrt Mitchell (a widow)
and Nancy Czech volunteered to read
and tape these monthly programs for
brethren whose eyesight prevents
them from reading the program on
their own.

Each month they take turns reading

Unsung Heroine: She Keeps Those
Cards and Letters Coming!

Luke tells us that Anna the prophetess served the Jerusalem congregation of
her time by praying in the temple day and night. 

I know somebody like that. She lives about 8,000 miles west of Jerusalem, in
Willmar, Minnesota. Her name is Jan Wenberg, and she sends cards and letters
to half the people on the planet . . . well almost. I’m not sure if there is anybody
on the UCG prayer list with a mailing address, who has not received a warm note
of encouragement or a personal letter sharing a bit of Jan’s life. 

Jan, to me, epitomizes what James tells us is “pure and undefiled religion”
(James 1:27). She visits anybody who has a problem, whether it be physical or
spiritual. She just does it by mail. I have a sneaky suspicion that Anna and Jan
will become more than pen pals in the world tommorow. 

Bruce Anderson

St. Paul young people also help send tapes to
Bible Study Course grads (photo by Kit Freeman)

ABC students visit nursing homes and
are involved in many other projects
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and recording the program. Mrs. Czech
then makes copies of the tapes, and
sends them to a mailing list that consists
of 10 brethren across the United States,
plus two more copies for local brethren.
Two copies are sent internationally; one
to Canada and the other to the Philip-
pines (which requires preparing customs
tags).

The tapes are labeled by Bonnie
Beaty, who is in charge of labeling our
church library tapes. The project is
financed by the Spokane-Coeur d’Alene
congregation.

Donna Kottke

Young Adults
Serve on
International
Volunteer Projects

Six young adult volunteers from
Australia, France, Nigeria and the Unit-
ed States participated in three United
International Youth Corps projects in
2002. Oludare Akinbo of Lagos, Nige-
ria, and Andy Lausted of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, taught computer skills to
elders and members of the Church in
Kumasi, Ghana, during the months of
June and July. Laetitia Bernal of Bor-
deaux, France, and Renee Dean of Mel-
bourne, Australia, served as camp
counselors at the July Church youth
camp in South Africa. Kimberly Franks
of Houston, Texas, and Lori Lambert
of Dallas, Texas, were volunteer activ-
ity staff at the August 2002 Church
youth camp in Kumasi, Ghana. 

Each person volunteered at least one
full week of time to help in these vari-
ous Church programs serving Church
members and their families.

Oludare and Andy taught basic com-
puter skills—from turning on the com-
puter to the basics of using the
Microsoft Office suite, especially word
processing skills. These courses were
offered to church elders as well as inter-
ested members. Andy brought with him
two computers donated by UCG mem-
bers in Minnesota. At the end of the
program students made a “field trip” to
a local cyber café where Oludare and
Andy helped them set up free E-mail
accounts. 

Andy said, “I didn’t realize how
much this project would change me. It
helped me realize how God is doing

His work all around the world. It’s a big
world out there, with many different
people, many different circumstances,
and we’re all God’s children.”

Laetitia and Renee were counselors
at the South African youth camp at the

Lapalala Nature Reserve. They accom-
panied campers in camp activities
including white-water inner tubing,
nature walks through the veldt, Christ-
ian living classes, canoeing, a team-
building obstacle course and a camp-
wide “mud sharing” activity. 

Renee said, “The best thing to me
was seeing God working in the lives of
the young South African kids, and
being able to be part of God’s work in
a different country. The greatest mem-
ory is sitting around the camp fire and
listening to the kids sing their national
anthem—such strong happy voices—
in Afrikaans, English and Zulu.”

Kim and Lori were activity staff at
the Church youth camp in Kumasi,
Ghana, which included activities such
as football (soccer), volleyball, team
challenge and Bible class. Kim worked
on the team-building challenge class
and helped organize the novelty
Olympics. Lori taught the volleyball
classes and organized the novelty
Olympics. 

Looking back on her experience,
Kim said, “The time I spent there
taught me more about God’s plan and
life in general than I ever expected it to.
I gained a better perspective on not only
how many various people God is call-
ing to His family, but also why it is
increasingly urgent that the Kingdom
comes.”

Most volunteers on these Youth

Corps projects said that they gained
more than they gave on their projects.
Renee Dean echoed many such com-
ments when she said, “I would encour-
age all young adults in God’s Church to
give of their time if they possibly can.
Whether it’s within your local congre-
gation or traveling overseas on a Youth
Corps project or volunteering at a local
summer camp. Get in, get involved and
you will gain so much!”

Joel Meeker

Volunteers Help
Do the Work in
French-speaking
Areas

Much of the work being done in
French-speaking areas of the world is
strongly assisted by volunteer workers
in the United Church of God. In fact
most members of the Church volunteer
their time and effort in some way dur-
ing the year. In French Europe, Church
Secretary Annette Bernal handles the
official paperwork and secretarial
needs of the French association, the

United Church of God – France, assist-
ed by José Eugénie from the island of
Martinique. Mr. James Muir handles
the accounting and bookkeeping for the
French association on a volunteer basis,
assisted by Laetitia Bernal. 

Laetitia also helps periodically trans-
lating Church letters or other publica-
tions, and 82-year-old Josée Sonnerat-
Romain proofreads booklet translations
as part of the publication process.
Retired elder and wife Mr. and Mrs.
Bernard Audoin participate in the edito-
rial approval process and proofreading.

In Belgium, Jean-Claude François
duplicates and mails sermon cassettes
to our mailing list, which includes
addresses in Europe, Africa and North
America. Maryse Pebworth, a French
lady living in the United States, trans-
lates sermons into French for use in our
sermon tape program. 

At Feast of Tabernacles time, virtual-
ly all Church members, young and old
alike, help in some way with planning,
set-up, administration, running sound
systems and helping in Festival activi-
ties. Since the 40 or so French members
host over 100 English-speaking guests
each year, there is much to do.

In Togo, West Africa, deacon Kossi

Fiaboe receives and distributes Church
literature and answers questions from
local interested people. In Cameroon,
Mr. and Mrs. Moïse Elisée Mabout are
the live-in caretakers of the Church
meeting hall in Douala. Mr. Mabout
also volunteers his time in sermon-tape
duplication and mailing, in handling
mail that arrives from within
Cameroon, and in handling many oth-
er local needs. He visits members in far-
flung areas, and handles the organiza-
tion of the Feast of Tabernacles. In
Rwanda, elder Jean-Marie Mundeli
cares for the two small congregations
in Remera and Giti, while working full
time as a high school administrator.
Church deacon Jean-Baptiste Sibobug-
ingo, a high school teacher, serves in
Giti and has built a small meeting hall
on his property for the use of the con-
gregation.

We appreciate all the volunteer
efforts of our brethren in the French-
speaking areas of the world.

Joel Meeker

But, Wait, There’s
More!

Besides all these, there are a number
of other volunteer efforts which we
hope to hear more about in the future.
In a future issue we plan to feature the
cable-access TV programs being pro-
duced in Portland, Oregon, and Beloit,
Wisconsin. We also hope to hear more
about the volunteer efforts outside the
United States in future issues as well. 

Many congregations and individuals
have participated in fund raisers and ser-
vice projects with the LifeNets charita-
ble organization founded by Vic Kubik
(www.lifenets.org). The Cincinnati
North congregation produces Us Teens
magazine, and also sponsors the annual
Winter Family Tournament. Other con-
gregations also sponsor events that serve
members, young adults and teens from
surrounding areas, and we encourage
them to submit reports about their events
for “Local Church Updates.” And, of
course,hundreds are involved in service
at the Feast.

Many other members serve in ways
we don’t even know about. We’d like
to learn more in order to “stir up love
and good works” (Hebrews 10:24).
Your reports are welcome!

Thanks! UN

Unsung Heroine: Outstanding Care
and Support

Hugo Paulson, a colorful World War II veteran, was a member in the St. Paul,
Minnesota, congregation who remained a bachelor all of his life. (He joked that
he did the ladies a big favor by staying single!)  Hugo had no family nearby, so
when he became ill from the complications of diabetes three years ago, he had
no one to care for him. 

Several members of the Church were able to help him until he needed an ever-
increasing level of care. At this stage, Michelle Rageth determined to commit
to Hugo’s care. 

Even though Michelle was a single parent with many responsibilities outside
of her home, she took Hugo under her wing and cared for him tenderly during
good times and difficult times until his death last May. She made sure Hugo
was in a good assisted living facility and even moved his favorite recliner chair
into his room to make him feel more “at home.” She purchased his groceries,
did his laundry, cleaned his room and kept his finances straight; but most impor-
tantly, Michelle made him feel cared for and loved. 

Near the end, no matter what condition Hugo was in, his eyes lit up when
Michelle walked in. He even referred to her as his “adopted daughter.” After
Hugo’s death, because of the example of service and devotion set by Michelle,
Hugo’s West Coast brother and sister sent a thank-you message to the St. Paul
brethren for the “outstanding care and support Hugo received from his church
to the end.”

Michelle showed us an example of devoted love and, most importantly, she
made an elderly man’s last years of life better than he could have possibly imag-
ined.

Linda and Mitchell Knapp

Kimberly Franks and Lori Lambert
were volunteers at the camp in Ghana

Dec. 23 a team from the American
Camping Association (ACA) visited the
campus of Aurora University at
Williams Bay,Wisconsin,which was the
site of the eighth United Youth Camps
(UYC) Winter Camp. Steve Nutzman,
the camp director, had previously met
with Karen Peck Katz, the Wisconsin
standards chair, to review written com-
pliance of ACA standards. Mr. Nutzman
was very grateful for the help of Gary
and Gale Black, who helped get every-
thing in order. Mr. Black was the assis-
tant camp director.

Cathy Scheder, who works at the
ACA office in Martinsville, Indiana,was

also present for the visit. After a thor-
ough examination of the program,
including the site, facilities and dormi-
tories, and interviews with various staff,
Mr. Nutzman was very pleased that NO
standards were missed. 

Karen Peck Katz stated: “You are
extremely prepared—very thorough and
it is evident that you communicate to
staff and campers your mission and
expectations.” Cathy Scheder men-
tioned that many of our approaches are
well thought out and we should consid-
er giving presentations at sections
throughout the country. She was espe-
cially impressed with our staff training

protocols allowing staff to listen to pre-
pared training messages in advance of
the camps. These are available on the
Web and on a CD.

The UYC program first received
accreditation in 2000, which expires
after three years. Since it consists of one
program at multiple sites (seven summer
and one winter camp), four camps were
chosen to be visited. All visits will be
scored on one scorecard and the entire
program will be accredited based on the
results of the four visits. Three more vis-
its will take place this summer and
include our programs at Camp Pinecrest
in Missouri, Camp Woodmen in Alaba-

ma and the Teton Challenger Camp in
Wyoming. 

Much effort has gone into making the
camps safe and successful. This will be
the ninth year of the program which was
one of the first efforts of the United
Church of God. We appreciate all the
efforts of volunteers, ministers and par-
ents who work together to serve the
youth of the Church. 

The Camp Team meets annually to
review the program design and study
survey results in order to keep the pro-
gram on track and vibrant. The team
consists of Larry Greider (coordinator),
James Capo, David Dobson, Matthew

Fenchel, Paul Luecke, Darris McNeely,
David Myers,Steve Nutzman,Greg Sar-
gent, Randy Stiver, Britton Taylor, Ken
Treybig and David Treybig.

Larry Greider

Karen Peck Katz and Cathy Scheder
from ACA visited Winter Camp Dec.
23 (photo by Gary Black)
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by Carmelo Anastasi

In 2002 there were two baptisms in
Italy,and we were also blessed with four
new members, coming from our former
association, who are attending our con-
gregations regularly.

During the first eight months of last
year, several Bible studies and public
conferences were conducted in the cities
of Padua, Florence, Rome and
Naples.Our subscribers in all these areas
were invited to our meetings. Consider-
ing that we only have a few hundred
subscribers in each of those cities, the
various responses (2 to 5 percent) were
very encouraging. 

The city with the largest participation
of subscribers was Padua. Second was
the area of Napoli-Salerno. Near these
cities there are a few Church members,
who can be of encouragement to the
new people attending the Bible studies
there. We are now planning to hold
Bibles studies in Padua and Napoli-
Salerno at least once every four to six
weeks. We will continue to invite our
subscribers in the other cities, but once
every three months, God willing.

Italian National Council
Meeting

On Saturday night, Dec. 21, the Ital-
ian National Council held its last meet-
ing of 2002 by means of teleconference.
All National Council members—
Carmelo Anastasi,Angelo Di Vita,Vin-
cenzo Alfieri, Salvatore Anastasi and
Giacomo Pizzuti—participated in the
meeting.

After the opening prayer, the orders
of the day were examined and the coun-
cil members made, unanimously, the
following resolutions:

Vincenzo Alfieri was appointed as the
new pro tempore secretary of the
Church in Italy.

Salvatore Anastasi, who is presently
in Australia for work reasons, has con-
firmed his commitment to carry on the
translation and/or revision of all the
hymns, as well as to translate and pre-
sent, in a summarized form, the reports
of the UCGIA Council of Elders, the
home office and of any international
newsletter whose content may be perti-
nent to the work in Italy and/or inspire
the brethren in our country.

A new Feast site and convention cen-

ter for the Feast of Tabernacles 2003 was
approved. The new Feast site is near
Castiglione della Pescaia (provincia of
Grosseto, Tuscany), almost half-way
between Florence and Rome and a five-
minute drive from a golden sandy beach.
We believe God helped us to find this
new, large, modern, four-star quality
hotel facility,because it allows us to keep
the same hotel prices as last year. We
hope that this will encourage more
brethren from overseas to attend the
Feast in Italy. More details will be pub-
lished in the Feast brochure and on our
Web  site www.labuonanotizia.org.

Approval was also sought and
obtained for the budget for the coming
year. The Italian National Council and
the brethren in Italy express their sincere
appreciation for the help and Christian
brotherhood given by the UCGIACoun-
cil of Elders and the home office.

Italian Media
During 2002, six issues of La Buona

Notizia (the Italian Good News maga-
zine) were produced for almost 5,000
subscribers. Each issue of the Italian GN
has 20 pages. 

Both the translation and the graphic
work is done in conjunction with exter-
nal professional firms, with Carmelo
Anastasi supervising and editing all pub-
lications. We feel it is important to have
various external professional translators,
who add their fresh expressions, instead
of always using the same translation
style for all 20 pages. 

In 2002 we promoted the Italian GN
magazine by distributing subscription
cards and a short presentation to home
mail boxes. Next year we hope to have
sufficient funds to advertise it in a
monthly magazine with nationwide cir-
culation. 

Traditionally, the Church in Italy has
never been very large in numbers. This
may be a sign that God wants us main-
ly to give a witness and a warning to the
Italian people.

Previously we have translated,
revised and produced the following
booklets: What Is Your Destiny?, The
Road to Eternal Life,What Kind of Faith
Leads to Salvation?, Why Does God
Allow Suffering? and Are We Living in
the Time of the End?

During 2002 the following booklets

and Bible Study Course lessons were
translated: Fundamental Beliefs, Does
God Exist?, The Ten Commandments,
God’s Holy Day Plan,The Book of Rev-
elation Unveiled, God’s Sabbath Rest
and the first six Bible Study Course
lessons.

This year,2003,we plan to revise and
print all the booklets and the Bible Study
Course lessons that were translated last
year.

Furthermore, in 2003 we plan to
translate the last six lessons of our Bible
Study Course and as many other book-
lets as possible, such as: Who Is God?,
Is There Really a Devil?, The Gospel
of the Kingdom, The Church Jesus
Built,What Does the Bible Teach About
Tithing?, You Can Have Living Faith,
What Happens After Death?, You Can
Understand Prophecy and Making Life
Work. (Other booklets, such as The
United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy and Clean and Unclean
Meats may be published, funds per-
mitting.)

Most of this can be accomplished
with the continuous help from UCGIA,
for which we are very grateful. UN

Italian Work Reports on Growth and Media Efforts

Members in Malawi Make Ministers Welcome
by André van Belkum

From Dec. 2 to 8 Bill Jahns, recently
appointed pastor of the Johannesburg,
South Africa, congregation, and I visit-
ed Malawi, a country referred to in
tourist information brochures as “the
warm heart of Africa.” The brethren
there lived up to this motto. Tikulandi-
rani in Chichewa, the most commonly
spoken local dialect, means “welcome,”
and wherever we went we experienced
a hearty welcome,warmth,kindness and
appreciation from our members. 

Our first stop was Blantyre, the com-
mercial capital of Malawi, surrounded
and ringed by scenic mountains. While
there we visited with a number of our
members and held an evening Bible
study attended by 24. 

After the study we walked back to our
lodge accompanied by a number of the
brethren. Most of the time we walked in
near total darkness, and Bill Jahns men-
tioned that it was the first time in his life
he had walked so far in conditions where
you could hardly see where to place your
feet. This was an interesting comment to
those with us, as most have grown up in
areas where street lighting was an excep-
tion, and not the rule.

Our next and final stop was Lilong-
we, the seat of government, built during
the time of the first president of Malawi,
Dr. Hastings Kamuzu Banda. The city is
furnished with parks, tree-lined streets
and more open spaces than in most
cities. On the Sabbath there was a record
52 people in attendance, and the hall
where we met was bulging at the seams. 

The growth in attendance and new
visits have been most encouraging, and
Mr. Jahns,who will be pastoring the area
in the future, is going to be kept busy
coping with the increase in demand.
Since there were so many people asking
about baptism, Mr. Jahns held a study
after the service on the subjects of repen-
tance and baptism. When he visits next,
hopefully in February, he will hold indi-
vidual counseling sessions. We suspect
from the enthusiasm and interest that
there will be a number of baptisms.

During our time there,we also visited
two clinics built with donations from
LifeNets. The Malakia clinic in Lilong-

we is run by Mr. and Mrs. Chonde, who
provide much needed help to the mem-
bers and the local community. The sec-
ond clinic is located at Balaka, and is

about a two-hour drive south of Lilong-
we. Dr. Sam Chilopora and his wife,
Esther, operate the Chizeni (which
means “heal me”) clinic.

On a different note, Malawi received
a much needed and unexpected food
supply recently. Most of southern Africa

is facing a severe food shortage due to a
protracted drought. As a result, the Unit-
ed States shipped 18,000 tons of genet-
ically modified maize to neighboring
Zambia. However, the Zambian govern-
ment decided to ban the distribution of
all genetically modified food, in spite of
the fact that about 3 million of their
inhabitants are facing starvation. Under
the direction of the United Nations
World Food Program, the rejected maize
will be loaded on trucks and shipped to
neighboring Malawi, which doesn’t
seem to have the same contention about
the genetically modified food source.

On our return Mr. Jahns and I reflect-
ed on the fact that we had accomplished
our goals, but that there was much to do
in that part of the world. UN

Transferring Elder
Receives Accolades

Update From Zimbabwe 

Elder Eshun Plange is well known in
and around Kumasi, Ghana’s second
city and capital of the Ashanti region. As
a regular participant on the Twi language
What Is Your Belief? radio program,
broadcast live every Friday and Satur-
day evening on OTEC, a Kumasi FM
station,Elder Plange has been answering
listeners’Bible questions for a long time.

In a country where religion is very
important and radio remains a bigger
medium than television, this makes
Eshun the local equivalent of a star.

So it was no surprise when his special
farewell church ceremony on Dec. 7 was
attended by a number of local digni-
taries. The ceremony followed immedi-
ately after the weekly Sabbath morning
church service. Attendance was boosted
by the presence of the radio station own-

er/manager and other radio personalities,
along with ministers of other churches
who are also regular panelists on the
radio program. Also in attendance was
Ghana’s senior pastor, Melvin Rhodes.

Speeches were given and special
music played and sung. Special permis-
sion had been obtained to remain in the
meeting hall an extra hour, enabling the
Kumasi congregation to hold their usu-
al two-hour service and follow it with the
two-hour farewell ceremony.

Eshun Plange is being transferred by
the United Church of God in Ghana to
Oda in the Central Region,where he will
replace Richard Dua as pastor. This
move follows Mr. Dua’s transfer to
Accra where he oversees the adminis-
tration of Ghana’s church office. 

Melvin Rhodes

After sending out 420 Good News
renewal notes and receiving 69 renewals
so far, our mailing list is down to 1,200
from 1,400. This means while we have
shed 351 inactive readers, we have been
able to add 151 brand-new subscribers
and the list is growing daily.

Since my last estimate of expenditures
(see December issue) for the next six
months at about Z$300,000, postage for
the GNhas increased by 71 percent from
$35 per copy to $60. This means
Z$84,000 to send out 1,400 GNs. This

excludes packages and postage for book-
lets. We will need to add at least 60 per-
cent for expenses to the budget estimate.

The economic situation in this coun-
try continues to deteriorate at an alarm-
ing rate with depletion of basic com-
modities from the supermarket shelves.

Many readers are writing in with a lot
of praise for the GN. We have an addi-
tional person meeting with us at our
home for the Sabbath. A keen GN read-
er meets with those in Bulawayo as well.

Mike Mukarati

Singing praises to God in Malawi

Mr. and Mrs. Chonde run the Malakia
clinic in Lilongwe, Malawi
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Group in India Seeking
Affiliation With UCG

I have been corresponding with the
Church of God (Israel) since July 2001.
United Church of God was contacted by
the executive secretary of the Church
of God (Israel), P.C. Lalvuana, in 1998
requesting more information on our
fundamental beliefs and information
about affiliation with UCG.

The Church of God (Israel) is locat-
ed in Mizoram, a state in northeastern
India. International travelers are
required to obtain a restricted area per-
mit in order to travel to Mizoram. I was
able to obtain such a permit through the
efforts of the Church of God (Israel).
Mizoram is a beautiful area comprised
of steep mountains with the highest
peaks reaching more than 7,000 feet in
elevation. 

By U.S. standards, the roads are nar-
row and are a series of hairpin curves.
At times while traveling, I peered out
the window and realized that the edge
of the road dropped off for at least 1,000
feet. During my first road trip in Mizo-
ram, I got carsick on the way to the cap-
ital city,Aizawl. I had to travel to the cap-
ital in order to register with the police.

The Mizo people were incredibly
hospitable and are a close-knit society.
They originated from southern China
and their language is from the Tibeto-
Burmese family. The Mizos came under
the influence of the British missionaries

in the 19th century, and now most of the
Mizos are professing Christians. Some
of the Mizos think they are descended
from the tribes of Ephraim and Man-
asseh. Some have converted to Judaism
and have migrated to Israel. One of the
beneficial results of missionary activi-

ties was the spread of education. The
missionaries introduced the Roman
script for the Mizo language and formal
education. The result is that a high per-
centage—more than 95 percent are lit-
erate—the highest rate in India. See the
accompanying sidebar for a history of
the Church of God (Israel).

I arrived in Mizoram on Friday, Oct.
25, and was greeted at Lengpui airport
by Mr. Lalvuana and Mr. Lalbiaksanga

and other elders of the Church of God
(Israel). I also had the opportunity of
meeting the chairman of the Church of
God (Seventh Day), Mizoram Confer-
ence, George Hnamte, and his son,
Isaac, at the airport. After registering at
the police station in Aizawl, we pro-
ceeded to Kolasib, located approxi-
mately five hours north of Aizawl. 

When I arrived in Kolasib Friday
evening, I had the pleasure of meeting
other members of the Church of God
(Israel). On the Sabbath I had the oppor-
tunity to speak to the Kolasib congrega-
tion, explaining the history of United
and God’s plan of salvation as revealed
through the Holy Days. The Church of
God (Israel) holds four services on the
Sabbath—Friday evening, Saturday
morning, Satur-
day afternoon
and Saturday
evening. Each
service is about
one and a half
hours. I was very
impressed by the
biblical knowl-
edge of the
whole group.

On Sunday,
Oct. 27, I had an
opportunity to
meet with the
elders of COGI
and discuss their
desire to affiliate
with the UCG.
Sunday after-
noon I spoke to
the Kolasib con-
gregation on repentance and faith and
Sunday evening I spoke on the subject of
baptism. On Monday, Oct. 28, Mr. Lal-
biaksanga, Mr. Lalvuana and I traveled
to Aizawl and visited the Church of God,
Sikulpuikawn. We had a very enjoyable
visit and discussed the subject of the
Holy Days. The Church of God,
Sikulpuikawn observes the Sabbath but
does not observe the annual Holy Days. 

After our meeting with the Church of
God, Sikulpuikawn, we stopped by the
office of Mr. Hnamte. Mr. Hnamte
began keeping the Sabbath in February
1967 and officially incorporated the
Church of God (Seventh Day),Mizoram
Conference, in 1972. Mr. Hnamte also
observes the annual Holy Days. He
completed the 58-lesson Ambassador
College Bible Correspondence Course
in the late 1960s and early 1970s and
wrote many letters to Pasadena con-
cerning the proper date for Pentecost. He
felt Pentecost should be kept on Sunday
as opposed to Monday as was our prac-
tice until 1974. After a short but very
pleasant and informative visit with Mr.
Hnamte, we returned to Kolasib.

Tuesday, Oct. 29, I had an opportuni-
ty to tour the town of Kolasib and con-
tinue my visit with the COGI members.
We were scheduled for an evening meet-
ing but unfortunately one of the mem-
bers’ homes burned down, which also
caused a loss of electricity to the town.
On Wednesday with sadness I had to bid
farewell to Mr. Lalvuana and members
of the Church of God (Israel). The mem-
bers are some of the most hospitable

people that I have ever met. I left Kola-
sib with many wonderful memories of a
very sincere, zealous and dedicated
group. I look forward to helping devel-
op our relationship with the Church of
God (Israel) in the future.

Visiting Southern India
I then flew to Chennai in southern

India. Prior to my trip I informed some
of our Good News subscribers in south-
ern India who had requested a visit from
a minister that I would be in Chennai
Oct. 31 and Nov. 1. Appointments were
arranged for these two days. Unfortu-
nately it flooded in Chennai during that
time and travel was very difficult. Many
individuals were actually stranded on
buses and trains Thursday night and

could not reach their homes. I went to a
friend’s house Thursday evening for din-
ner and had to wade through water
above my ankles in order to enter his
house. Unfortunately by Friday his
house was flooded. 

Thankfully I was able to meet with
three individuals during these two days.
Two of these individuals traveled a great
distance (one traveled 13 hours by train)
to meet with me during these flooding
conditions. One subscriber read positive
comments about the Good News maga-
zine in a Tamil language religious mag-
azine, requested a copy from the home
office and has been receiving the maga-
zine for the past two years. We had an
enjoyable conversation about the Trini-
ty and the fact that God is not calling
everyone now. As we parted he made a
financial donation to the Church. 

One individual who requested a visit
by a minister sent me a telegram inform-
ing me that he would not be able to make
the trip because of unexpected circum-
stances. The following day he also sent
a financial donation to the Church via
telegram. Another subscriber has been
receiving the Church’s literature since
the 1980s. He completed the Ambas-
sador College Bible Correspondence
Course, but the church stopped sending
him literature in 1992. One day while
searching the Internet he saw the Good
Newsmagazine and contacted the home
office asking why the Church had
changed its name. Another question he
asked was, “What is a splinter group?”

I was reminded of a very important

lesson during my visit to Chennai. The
torrential rains frustrated me, but most
of the people in Chennai were very hap-
py because without the rain, they will
have severe water shortages during the
dry season. I was reminded of a Psalm
118:24 which states, “This is the day the
LORD has made; we will rejoice and be
glad in it.”Sometimes we need to be a bit
more accepting of what God has pro-
vided for us. I was inconvenienced by
the rain, and so were the inhabitants of
Chennai, but they realized how much
they needed the rain. Sometimes an
inconvenience for us can be a great
blessing for someone else! Therefore we
should follow the admonition of the
apostle Paul of “giving thanks always for
all things” (Ephesians 5:20). 

Sri Lanka and the
Philippines

I left Chennai on Saturday evening,
Nov. 2,and arrived in Colombo,Sri Lan-
ka,at midnight. I visited and called many
former members of WCG during my
stay in Sri Lanka from Nov. 3 to 7. From
1985 to 1990 I directed the Ambassador
Foundation Project in Sri Lanka and was
a member of the Colombo congregation
and pastored the congregation in 1989.
During my visit I was encouraged to see
many of my friends still striving to fol-
low God’s truth. I received a number of
requests for literature and one proposal
for a Youth Corps project.

I departed Sri Lanka on Friday, Nov.
8, at 2 a.m. and arrived in Manila at 1:15
p.m. This was my first visit to the Philip-
pines and I was excited to meet the Fil-
ipino ministry and members. The pur-
pose of my trip was to meet the ministry
and discuss future plans for the work in
the Philippines. I had an opportunity to
speak to the Manila congregation on the
Sabbath and enjoyed the wonderful fel-

lowship of the brethren following the
service. Saturday evening was spent
with our elders and their wives in Luzon,
Rey and Cynthia Evasco and Eriz and
Teresa Dizon. 

Sunday I departed Manila for
Bacolod City and enjoyed the afternoon
and evening with our elders and their
wives in Visayas, Florante and Lina
Siopan and Norman and Teresa Julag-
ay. During the visit I was able to view
the meeting hall used for Sabbath ser-
vices by the Bacolod City congregation. 

Monday morning I departed Bacolod
for Davao City, which is located on the
island of Mindanao. I spent Monday

Baker Visits India, Sri Lanka and the Philippines

Some women and children of the Church of God (Israel) 

P.C. Lalvuana and one of the youths
of the church with Kolasib in the
background (photos by Dave Baker)

In the early 1970s a Mizo preacher
came to Kolasib, Mizoram, India,
from the state of Manipur. No one is
sure which church he belonged to. He
preached about the seventh-day Sab-
bath, Pentecost (Sivan 6), the Feast of
Tabernacles and abstaining from
unclean meat. 

Beginning with this visit, three or
four families in Kolasib began to
observe the Sabbath and these two
Holy Days. (Mr. Lalvuana’s mother,
Selthangi, was one of the founding
members.) These families also kept
Passover and the Days of Unleavened
Bread. They adopted the name
Church of God (Israel) somewhere
between 1973 and 1975. 

Beginning in the early 1990s the
group began keeping Atonement and
the Feast of Trumpets. In 1991 they
published their first Statement of
Doctrinal Beliefs (24 points). In 1993
they revised their beliefs to include
child dedication (a ceremony that we
refer to as the blessing of little chil-
dren). At this time, they also rejected
Sivan 6 Pentecost and began counting
to determine the date. 

In 1994 one of the elders of COGI
suggested that they change their name
to United Church of God. In March
of 1998, they received a Directory of
Sabbath-Keeping Churches. After
receiving the directory, they wrote
many Sabbatarian groups in the Unit-
ed States requesting a statement of

their doctrinal beliefs and compared
them with their own doctrinal beliefs.
It was at this point that they contact-
ed UCG. They were surprised and
encouraged to learn of the similarity
in beliefs of COGI and UCG.

The Church of God (Israel) is a
very organized group of approxi-
mately 253 members. They have con-
gregations located in six villages in
Mizoram. Each congregation has a
local board. Two representatives are
selected from each congregational
board to form the governance of
COGI known as the Executive Board.
The current chairman is Elder C. Lal-
biaksanga.

The Church of God (Israel) has
published many biblical papers in
their own language such as their
Statement of Beliefs, the proper reck-
oning of Pentecost and an annual
Holy Day calendar. Periodically they
publish a newsletter entitled Zion
Reporter. They have also published a
book entitled War Between Jerusalem
and Rome. The Church of God
(Israel) also produces a Sabbath
school curriculum for children and
adults. They publish and issue certifi-
cates for baptism, marriage and child
dedication. They have written and
published guidelines for ministers
giving outlines for ceremonies such
as marriage, child dedication,
Passover service, funeral and ordina-
tion of elders.

History of the Church of God (Israel)

Dorothy and Nina Stephens, Good
News subscribers in Sri Lanka

continued from page 1
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afternoon,Tuesday and Wednesday with
Ed and Lorna Macaraeg and their fami-
ly. Tuesday, Nov. 12 I was able to view
the Davao Feast site and the SEP site.

Tuesday evening the Macaraegs hosted
a dinner, which gave me an opportunity
to meet some of the Davao City brethren
and Rodrigo and Reynalda Florencon-

dia, an elder and his wife who also serve
in the Davao City congregation. 

During my visit to the Philippines I
was very impressed with the dedication
and commitment of our ministry and
membership. I am looking forward to
my next visit to the Philippines and
would like to encourage our brethren to
consider the Philippines as a possible
Feast site in 2003. We will once again
have three Feast sites,one in Luzon,one
in Visayas and one in Mindanao. I think
you will be as impressed as I was with
the beauty of the islands and our mem-
bers and their wonderful hospitality.

Singapore and Thailand
I departed Manila Thursday, Nov. 14,

and enjoyed a wonderful Sabbath with
our Singapore congregation, Leon and
Reba Walker and Jeff Caudle. (See

December 2002 issue, page 5.) Origi-
nally I was scheduled to meet an Indian
national in Singapore on Friday. I have
been corresponding with him for more
than a year, and he had requested coun-
seling for baptism. He grew up being
taught the truth from Mr. Armstrong’s
writings by his father, but he and his
father have never met a minister or
attended a Sabbath service. He had been
hoping to be residing in Singapore on a
temporary work assignment during my
trip, but unfortunately he had to contact
me via E-mail during my trip to inform
me that his paperwork was still pending.

I left Singapore on Sunday morning
and traveled to Chiang Mai, Thailand.
While transiting through Bangkok, I met
up with David Hannaway, a deacon in
the Salem (Jefferson), Oregon, congre-
gation and traveled up to Chiang Mai

with him. Dr. Hannaway, professor and
Forage Project Director of Oregon State
University, was traveling through Asia
assisting some of the Southeast Asian
nations in his area of expertise. 

During my visit to Chiang Mai, I was
able to observe two ABC graduates,
Bonnie Turner and Heidi Hanisko,
doing a tremendous job teaching at a
small English language and vocational
institute. I was given the opportunity to
address the students of the institute and
share some of my experiences on simi-
lar projects in Thailand and Sri Lanka.

I returned home Nov. 21 exhausted
but very inspired by the wonderful expe-
riences. On this trip I was reminded that
God is involved in a worldwide work of
preparing His people. I feel very hum-
bled and blessed to have a tiny part
assisting in that work.  UNManila, Philippines, congregation with Dave Baker at far right

Seeing the “Real” Africa: Our Journey to Zambia
by Bill and Cheryl Jahns

On Oct. 20, 2002, we joined André
van Belkum on a journey into Africa that
we will never forget! Cheryl and I had
just moved to South Africa in July 2002
where I am pastoring the Johannesburg
congregation. We were told when we
left Johannesburg that we would see the
“real”Africa. Many don’t realize it, but
South Africa is a highly industrialized
country with good roads. Other parts of
southern Africa,however, are not so for-
tunate. One indication of the difficulty
of our trip was the problem we had get-
ting insurance on our car. Only one
South African insurance company
would insure our car in Zambia. 

The border crossings were not as dif-
ficult as we thought, but there were
always armed police and a lot of paper-
work to fill out. We entered areas affect-
ed by malaria, as it is a major problem in
southern Africa. The first night we
stayed in a little town called Palapye in
Botswana. This was the last time we
were able to use a credit card at a motel
for some time. 

The second day, Oct. 21, as we
approached the Botswana-Zambia bor-
der we saw the incredible sight of two
herds of elephants next to the road. They
apparently had their suspicions about us,
as they turned towards us in a protective
stance in order to protect their young.

Crossing Into Zambia
The crossing into Zambia was stress-

ful. We got to the border just before it
would close, and were concerned that
we might be stuck in “no man’s” land
on the border between Zambia and
Botswana overnight. We crossed over
the Zambezi River on a ferry that was as
scary as any road we traveled on. The
gang plank was partially broken and we
could see the river between rotten and
broken boards. 

Fortunately, we made it into Zambia
with a few minutes to spare. We had to
drive after dark, which is not the easiest
or safest thing to do in parts of Africa
because of the many people walking and
animals that can dart in front of your car.
The road between the border and Liv-
ingston was terrible, as it was under con-

struction and had many potholes. When
we returned, we found that it had been
paved and was in much better shape.

We paused in Livingston to catch our
breath before going deeper into Zambia
where we were able to walk across the
backside of Victoria Falls. Victoria Falls
is one of the Seven Wonders of the
World, and we now know why. One
evening, before sunset, we witnessed a
breathtaking sight along the Zambezi
River that we will never forget. There
were several hippos watching us from
the water and an elephant decided he
wanted to cross the river and get to an
island where some trees were growing.
He slowly walked about a kilometer and
then he swam until he reached his desti-
nation, a small succulent tree, which he
ate and then swam off to the other side.
We got this all on videotape. It was a
stunning scene that we could not have
seen anywhere except in Africa.

Our next stop was Lusaka where
Kambani Banda had reserved a motel
for us near his home. Kambani and his
wife Shirley have faithfully served
God’s people in Zambia for many years.
André van Belkum tells of the days
when he traveled to the “Mumbwa”con-
gregation in an old Peugeot. When the

rains came, there were times when the
water would be coming through the
floorboards of the car. 

One of the trials that Kambani and
Shirley face is crime in Lusaka. Each
night they must take their car to the local
police station so it will not be stolen from
their yard. They have already had at least
three cars hijacked from them, once at
gunpoint. How many of us have faced
anything like this?

Malaria and Mumbwa
The threat of malaria is also a major

trial our brethren face in Mumbwa. The
Bandas’young son, Rangan, had a very
serious bout with malaria after the Feast
of Tabernacles and then had a recur-
rence. Malaria kills many people every
year in Africa.  

We met a very industrious young
woman, Loveness Ndiya, in Lusaka
who greatly inspired us. Raw materials
are hard to come by in Lusaka, so she
decorated her home by making wall
hangings and table decorations out of
candy wrappers. When I think of her, I
still am in awe of her creativity. Sadly,
Loveness died on Wednesday, Dec. 11.
She was 28 years old and she and her
husband, Jonathan, had nine children.

On the Sabbath, Oct. 26, we traveled
to the province of Mumbwa where we
have around 50 in attendance. We will
never forget this trip! The road was haz-
ardous, to say the least. The potholes
were very large and sometimes we were
better off traveling in the “bush” than on
the road. Cheryl got carsick and we had
to have her ride in the front seat after
which she improved. It took five hours to
travel the 150 kilometers, about 90
miles.

The brethren in Mumbwa were very
friendly and gave us a warm welcome.
This was a major event for them to have
visitors from the Church. They served
us their best dishes after which we con-
ducted Sabbath services. Mr. van
Belkum gave a report about the status of
the Church and introduced me as the
speaker. It was a new experience for me
giving a sermon while the leader of the
village there,who also is a Church mem-
ber, interpreted it to the brethren. We
were inspired by the willingness of
brethren in this area to remain loyal to
God’s truth through all the troubled
times the Church has had in recent years.
The Church choir sang a cappella a very
lovely and haunting song for us. They
have beautiful voices and are very
expressive.

Meeting the Pringles and a
Police Checkpoint

The next part of the journey took us to
the Kitwe area, north of Lusaka about

400 kilometers. Derek and Cherry
Pringle have been there for several years
and we appreciate their hard work for
God’s Church in that area. They mail the
booklets from there to parts of Zambia
and Malawi. Because of their efforts,
new contacts for God’s Church have
been made.

The worldwide economy has affected
Zambia a great deal. Copper prices have
fallen and the mines near Kitwe are not
prospering as they did in the past. This is
seriously affecting the economy in that
area. Zambia is one of the poorest coun-
tries on earth and times are difficult there
even when the economy is good. As we
drove along the road to Kitwe we saw
young boys holding up sticks with mice
tied by their tails to the sticks (still kick-
ing) that they were selling to people to
eat.

The trip back to Lusaka from Kitwe
was very stressful. In Zambia, road signs
are virtually nonexistent. Those that do
exist are soon stolen or knocked down.
We unfortunately went the wrong way
on a one-way road (which was not
marked) and were stopped at one of the
many police checkpoints between
Kitwe and Lusaka. Police checkpoints
can be very intimidating to first-time
travelers. The policeman told us we had
to pay a fine or be taken to the station (he
had an AK-47 submachine gun strapped
to his back), so needless to say we were
a bit frightened. 

In the end, it turned out that by intim-
idating us he was able to get a ride to
Lusaka for one of the policemen. Most
people in Zambia do not have cars, so
they try to get rides any way they can.
Cheryl and I were not acquainted with
this custom and spent about four hours
wondering if we were being hijacked.
Mr. van Belkum (an experienced
African traveler) knew this was a com-
mon event in Africa, and he had a
relaxed trip in the back seat with our
“guest.”We gave the policeman crackers
and tried to make small talk to cover our
terror. After four hours, we arrived in
Lusaka and our fellow traveler smiled
and waved at us as he departed from the
car. It turns out that the government pays
its policemen in Lusaka and they must
go there to pick up their checks. 

Poverty, LifeNets and Prayer
The people of Zambia and Malawi

are suffering from a serious drought that
has brought hunger to the area. LifeNets
has helped our brethren in both of these
areas by sending maize and medicines to
help during this difficult time. The

brethren there appreciate the efforts of
those around the world to help them. 

We returned to Lusaka to meet with a
government official who must give his
approval for a vehicle purchased for
Kambani Banda to use in Zambia. I am
amazed that anyone could make the trip
to Mumbwa in a vehicle other than an
SUV, but Kambani has been doing it for
years. The vehicle will be a great aid to
him when he goes to Mumbwa to give
sermons and visit the brethren there. The
government official did give approval
and Kambani and Shirley now have use
of this vehicle. The efforts of Victor and
Beverly Kubik through LifeNets to pur-
chase the vehicle are much appreciated.

Africa is caught in a cycle of poverty.
Education and training in God’s truth
would help a great deal. Botswana,
although one of the most prosperous of
African countries, has the highest per
capita AIDS problem in the world.
Botswana has around 1.5 million peo-
ple and millions of donkeys and goats.
We feel we saw many of those donkeys
as we drove through. One gentleman
told us that donkeys on the road are the
second highest cause of death in
Botswana (not a joke). 

Funerals are all too common an event
in Africa and most of the deaths are due
to AIDS, malaria and crime. If only

See “Zambia,” page 11

Sherry and Derek Pringle

Kambani and Shirley Banda
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■ Sometimes cultural
differences can give you a
new perspective on God’s
Word. Maybe there’s more
we can learn about what it
means to “redeem the
time.”
by Melvin Rhodes

“We need your help.”
The words were those of Nana

Amisah, the owner of the land upon
which the small town of Kuntanase,
in the central part of Ghana, is built.
(Nana is a title.) Nana Amisah
explained the needs of his communi-
ty and how I, perceived as a rich white
Western visitor, might be able to help.
I even had the offer of a school or clin-
ic named after me—assuming I would
pay for it, of course.

But it wasn’t just in comparative
wealth that I was feeling the differ-
ence between the cultures. At the end
of my two-week visit to Ghana in
December I was feeling the difference
more than usual.

Traffic Jams, Torrid Heat
and No Toilets

We had gone to Kuntanase for Sab-
bath services. Accompanied by Pas-
tor Richard Dua, we had been sched-
uled to visit Pastor Ofori Manu and
his congregation a 2 1/2 hour drive
from Accra, Ghana’s coastal capital.

At least, that’s how long it normal-
ly takes to get there.

On this particular Sabbath, howev-
er, a small town en route had decided
to hold a special Christmas market
and traffic was backed up for two
hours. There we sat in our car in
extremely hot and humid weather
with no air conditioning. Sweat just
poured off me and my clothes were
soaked through. I had no prospect of
cleaning myself up for 48 hours as
that night I was to be dropped at the
airport for my return trip to Michigan.

When we did finally get there, we
had to walk the last mile as the side
road was blocked by a traditional
Ghanaian funeral attended by an inde-
terminate number of people. Natural-
ly, that last mile coincided with noon,
the hottest time of the day, and was
uphill!

By the time we reached the hall,
this old obroni (Twi for “white man”)
was breathless and V-E-R-Y uncom-
fortable. I was drinking water by the
bottle and was still thirsty. The con-
gregation of 96 people had been wait-
ing patiently for my arrival and was
ready for my sermon. Delivering a
sermon at noon in the heat of the West
African bush is quite a challenge—
my glasses kept steaming up and I had
to keep closing my Bible to keep the

sweat from ruining the open pages.
The corrugated iron roof only made
the heat more intense.  I was hoping
for some air to circulate through the
windowless building, but nothing
moved—least of all, me.

Sadly, because it had taken four
hours to get there, we had to leave
soon after the service in order to get
back to Accra before sunset at 6 p.m.
But as we were about to leave, a mes-
sage came from Nana Amisah asking
me to come and greet him.

In West African culture, nothing is
more important than the greeting.
Wherever you go, whomever you vis-
it, whomever you might bump into
while walking down the street, must
be greeted. “Hello. How are you? It’s
a pleasure to see you again. How is
your family? How is the farm? How
are your goats and chickens?”

No matter how anxious a hot and
sweaty obroni might be to return to
“civilization” (at such moments
defined as any building with air con-
ditioning!), the greeting must be com-
pleted or offense can be given.

So we walked back down the hill
(slightly easier, but by this time it
didn’t matter anyway), past the
funeral procession (“Mr. Rhodes,
Nana says you should greet those
attending the funeral.” “All 100-plus
people? We’ll be here all day—I
have a plane to catch!”).

By this time I needed to get away as
soon as possible. It wasn’t just the
heat. Eight hours after leaving the
hotel nature called and I needed to go

somewhere, as soon as possible. I
asked where the nearest appropriate
facility was and was disheartened by
the reply, “21 miles from here.” “21
miles???? And how long will that
take?” “Mr. Rhodes, the road is bad,
full of pot holes. It will take an hour,
maybe slightly less.”

And we still had to greet the Nana!
A hurried greeting is more insulting
that not greeting at all, so I had no
alternative but to grin and bear it.

We entered the Nana’s home. There

were fans in the living rooms. “If he
has fans, maybe he has the other thing
I need,” I reasoned. But it was not so.
Few homes in Ghana have toilet facil-
ities—most people just use a hole in
the ground. Only hotels in big cities
built for Western visitors have flush
toilets, along with a few Western-style
restaurants and businesses.

Realizing that there was a need to
get moving as soon as possible, the
two Ghanaian pastors kept reminding
the Nana that time was short and I had
to return to Accra for my plane. We
were soon able to leave. But now Pas-
tor Ofori Manu’s landlord also had to
be greeted. Our walk through the
town continued as we went to his
home. When we got there I personal-
ly was relieved that he had “gone out”
and therefore could not be greeted.
We were now free to depart and begin
the one hour journey to the nearest
bathroom!

Greetings a Top Priority
The importance of the greeting in

West African society cannot be over-
ly stressed. It is very much a part of
the local culture which, at times, can
seem quaint to the Western visitor, but
at other times (see above) frustrating.
It is one of the first things any visitor
to Ghana must adapt to. Observing
visitors making this adjustment is
often quite revealing and always inter-
esting.

When it comes to time, America
and Ghana are at opposite ends of the
spectrum. Americans are very time
conscious, whereas Ghanaians have
little concept of time.

Many years ago, a Ghanaian told
me a joke about a native of the coun-
try visiting Mexico. The man had a
few hours to kill before catching a
flight back to Ghana, so he hired a taxi
and guide to show him around Mexi-
co City. He began asking the taxi dri-
ver questions. “I keep hearing this
word mañana a lot. What does it
mean?” The taxi driver explained:
“No hurry. Tomorrow. Maybe. Do
you have a word like that in Ghana?”
asked the cab driver. The Ghanaian
responded: “No, we have no word like
that in Ghana that conveys such a
sense of urgency!”

It’s quite an adjustment for Ameri-
cans who like everything to begin
(and end) on time, who want to get as
much done as possible in the shortest
possible time and who certainly don’t
want to waste time greeting every-
body at great length. A simple “hi”
should suffice, with a brief wave of
the hand.

An American businessman once
told me, soon after we first arrived in
Ghana 25 years ago: “You know, sign-
ing a contract here means nothing. It
won’t hold up in court.  It’s not until
the Ghanaian businessman takes you

by the hand and walks you down the
street introducing you to all his
friends that you realize you’ve got the
deal!” (Yes, men hold hands. That’s
another custom—maybe a subject for
a future article!)

In Western culture probably noth-
ing is more important than money and
time. “Time is money” is a famous
saying. In Ghanaian culture, time and
money are not as important as people.
No matter how much time you might
lose or how much a delay could cost
you financially, greeting people
comes first. It has to be done. In my
mind, I’ve sometimes likened it to my
upbringing in the north of England—
whenever anybody came to visit, my
mother would automatically “put the
kettle on” to make tea for the visitor,
whether he wanted a cup or not! It had
to be done. That was the local culture
and nothing could interfere with it.

The apostle Paul writes of the
importance of “redeeming the time”
(Ephesians 5:16). But have we ever
stopped to realize that this can be
interpreted differently in different
parts of the world? To Americans, the
words convey the need not to waste
time, to always be doing something,
as this is thought pleasing to God. To
the peoples of West Africa these
words would have no such meaning. 

Rather, noting the wider context of
the passage Paul wrote, the emphasis
would lie elsewhere. “See then that
you walk circumspectly, not as fools
but as wise, redeeming the time,
because the days are evil” (verses 15-
16). 

Faith, Family and Friends
We live in a time when the world is

full of great evils. It is clear to many
that things are only set to get worse.
Ghanaians are aware of civil distur-
bances in neighboring countries
between Christians and Muslims that
could threaten Ghana itself. Many
also remember a time 20 years ago
when Ghanaians suffered horribly
through famine and political
upheaval.

What helped the people survive
was faith, family and friends. 

Ghana is a very religious country.
Of course, most of the religion prac-
ticed there is false religion. Satan has
deceived them just as he has deceived
the rest of the world (Revelation
12:9). But their varied religious
beliefs are very important to them and

give them a strong faith. A great deal
of time is spent on religious practice,
including all day (and even all night)
church services.

Along with religion is devotion to
family and friends. Culturally, rela-
tionships are far more important than
making money, advancing a career or
accumulating things.

Without realizing it, the culture has
stumbled upon a great Christian truth,
revealed to us in Matthew 22. “Then
one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a
question, testing Him, and saying,
‘Teacher, which is the great com-
mandment in the law?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘“You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” This is
the first and great commandment.
And the second is like it: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” On
these two commandments hang all the

Law and the Prophets’” (Matthew
22:35-40).

I’ve traveled widely and I can hon-
estly say that I know of no other peo-
ple more friendly than the peoples of
Ghana. Many visitors comment on
this. It is incomprehensible to West-
erners that a nation with an average
income of $25 per month can be hap-
pier than we are in the West. But they
are. Perhaps that should tell us some-
thing?

The unhappiness that many in the
West feel in their lives comes down to
the fact that they don’t follow the sim-
ple priorities set by Jesus Christ.
Rather, they put money first. Time is
money, which means that there is lit-
tle or no time for a relationship with
God or with their fellow human
beings. The result is a great emptiness
that they try to fill with physical
things, along with alcohol and drugs,
both prescription drugs and illegal
drugs. But these will never fill the gap,
a gap that can only be filled by
reestablishing priorities.

Yes, it can be frustrating sometimes
having to “greet” everybody in
Ghana—and it certainly takes time.
But it’s also an opportunity to bring
joy to others, to show love and con-
cern for our fellow human beings.

I may not be able to build a school
or a clinic in Kuntanase, but I was able
to represent the United Church of God
and the United States of America dur-
ing my brief visit to the town—build-
ing a bond between us that will long
be remembered.  UN

It’s Time for a Timely Reminder on Time

The unhappiness that many in the West feel in their lives comes down
to the fact that they don’t follow the simple priorities set by Jesus Christ.
Rather, they put money first. Time is money, which means that there is
little or no time for a relationship with God or with their fellow human
beings. The result is a great emptiness that they try to fill with physical
things, along with alcohol and drugs . . .

Melvin Rhodes during a visit to
Ghana last January
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How to Really Love
Your Child

Ross Campbell’s classic 1977 book, How to
Really Love Your Child, examines how to show
preteen children (he has another book about
teens) that we love them in a way they under-
stand. After quoting 1 John 3:18, Dr. Campbell
says, “The purpose of this book is to examine

how parents can put their feel-
ings of love into action.

Only in this way can
they convey their

love to their child
so that he will feel
loved, completely
accepted, and
respected, and

able to love and respect himself. Only then will
parents be able to help their children to love oth-
ers unconditionally, especially their future
spouses and children” (page 35).

Three keys he gives are:
Eye contact. “As early as two months, [a

baby’s] eyes lock on another set of eyes. Already
he is feeding emotionally, and even at this very
early age his emotional tank needs to be filled”
(page 44).

Physical contact. “It seems that the most obvi-
ous way of conveying our love to a child is by
physical contact. Surprisingly, studies show that
most parents touch their children only when
necessity demands it” (page 45).

Focused attention. This is “giving a child our
full, undivided attention in such a way that he feels
without doubt that he is completely loved . . . [It]
is the most demanding need a child has, because
we parents have extreme difficulty in recognizing
it, much less fulfilling it” (page 56).

Dark Glasses
Jesus Christ was a ray of light that shone into a

darkened world. The world did not recognize or
know Him (John 1:10), and they killed Him (Acts
2:22-23). They did not have the eyes to see. In fact,
that is the human condition—blinded to the spiri-
tual reality. And even when God opens our minds
and eyes through His Spirit, our vision is limited.

God’s Word is full of spiritual mysteries. We
can wonder how a spirit being can become flesh
(John 1:14). We can ponder the deep revelations
that God gives regarding Christ. For example, God
was in Christ to such an extent that when asked to
“show us the Father,” Jesus could say, “Have I
been with you so long, and yet you have not
known Me, Philip?” (John 14:7-9). How could He
say that and how do we understand that?

Of course, we rationalize, think, search the
Scriptures and come up with an answer. We have
to—our ego finds it hard to allow us to say, “I real-

ly don’t know.” Our answers may even be very
good answers and contain much truth, but not all
the truth, not 100 percent understanding. An hon-
est scholar will admit that he sees dimly, through
a dark glass. Paul admitted that (1 Corinthians
13:12). One of the greatest writers and apostles of
God was not too proud to be totally honest.

Admitting that we do not know as we ought to
know is a huge step towards under-
standing (1 Corinthians
8:2).

If we fight our carnal
minds and reach for
things spiritual, we will
one day see clearly. No more
dark glasses (1 Corinthians 13:12; 1 John 3:2)!

Robert Berendt

The Devil’s Devices: 4 Ds
Satan the devil has a plan to destroy us, and

often he uses the four Ds listed below. For our spir-
itual safety, we must not be “ignorant of his
devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11).

Disappointment. Any time we look to people
we can be disappointed, but if we trust and believe
in God, we won’t be put to shame (1 Peter 2:6).

Discouragement. When we dwell on disap-
pointments, it automatically leads to discourage-
ment. But God has given us the Scriptures to
encourage us (Joshua 1:5-8; John 14:1-3, 27).

Doubt. Discouragement left unchecked leads
to doubt. When Peter took his eyes off Christ and
focused on the waves, he doubted and could no
longer walk on the water (Matthew 14:29-31).

Division. Doubts and worries can lead to divi-
sion of our loyalties. These can also lead to divi-
sions between people and distancing from God.

Being aware of these devices can help us fight
against them and focus on God’s plan instead.
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope with-
out wavering, for He who promised is faithful”
(Hebrews 10:23).

(This is from a split sermon by Ed Smith Dec.
7, 2002, in Cincinnati East.)

Not Even Solomon . . .
Even with all the resources at Solomon’s dis-

posal, there’s no way he could have competed with
today’s plethora of entertainment options. Today
thousands of musicians, actors and athletes are all
at our beck and call (through the remote control).

Middle class people today
live far better than most
kings throughout history.
So maybe we should take
another look at the warnings
in the Bible addressed to the
rich (such as Matthew
6:19-21, 24; Luke 6:24;
18:24; 1 Timothy 6:9-10;
Revelation 3:17). 

Consider James 5:1-6.
Though James knew that gold and silver do not
rust, he used descriptive phrases to show how
quickly the wealth we trust spoils and corrodes,
and how it can corrode our character if we let it.

“For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Facing the Future
The beginning of the calendar year is a natural

time to think ahead about the coming year and that
fuzzy, scary time we call the future.

How do we approach the future? One common
approach is to:

• Worry! We get knots in our stomachs and
sometimes we’re frozen into inaction by the
complexity and uncertainty of it all. But
Matthew 6:34 reminds us, “Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will wor-

ry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is
its own trouble.” There are enough problems, so
why multiply them by worrying about them? Wor-
rying can make us less efficient in preparing, and
can make us focus inward.

But does not worrying mean we’re just to:
• Ignore the future?Another common tenden-

cy is to become complacent, to think, “What will
be,will be.”This approach leads some to bury their
talents, but Paul taught urgency in Romans 13:11:
“It is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our
salvation is nearer than when we first believed.”

• God-centered planning is the only really
effective approach to the future. It answers worry
with faith and complacency with urgency. The cre-
ation and the Holy Days are ample evidence that
God is a planner. We need goals and plans in every
area of life, including our spiritual growth and our
relationships. We don’t know when Christ will
return, but instead of burying our talents, we can
put God at the center of all our plans. Then we’ll
always be ready to hear, “Well done, good and
faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).

The Symbolism of Snow
Snow was rare in the Promised Land, with only

one snowfall recorded in the
Bible (2 Samuel 23:20 and 1
Chronicles 11:22) and another
between the testaments (1 Mac-
cabees 13:22). But it could be
seen in the mountains to the north.

Snow’s pure whiteness often
symbolized moral purity (Daniel
7:9; Matthew 28:3; Mark 9:3;
Revelation 1:14). “It describes the complete accep-
tance of the penitent sinner (Ps. 51:7; Is. 1:18),”says
the New Bible Dictionary.

It’s a Mine Field
The Bible compares various traps used to catch

birds and animals with sudden, unexpected dan-
ger and the tricks of the devil (Joshua 23:13; Job
22:10; Psalm 119:110; Luke 21:34-35; Romans
11:9; 1 Timothy 3:7; 6:9; 2 Timothy 2:26).

Today’s technologies have allowed the snare to
evolve into the satanic modern implement—the
land mine. It’s chilling to read those verses with
land mines in mind.

Consider these statistics sent in by Dean Ram-
melsberg, a member who found them in the Iowa
City (Iowa) Press Citizen and the Daily Iowan:

• 26,000 cilivians are killed or maimed every
year by land mines.

• That means every 20 minutes someone is
killed or maimed by a land mine.

• 25 percent of those are children.
• A $2 land mine can cost $1,000 to $3,000 to

remove.
• 250,000 amputees worldwide were injured

by land mines.
• 60 to 70 million land mines are hidden in at

least 70 countries.

Origin of Valentine’s Day
Hearts and flowers, cupids and candy—today’s

symbols of Valentine’s Day are well removed
from the circumstances which instituted this year-
ly display of affection.

In ancient Rome this pagan feast day was
known as Lupercalia, the “feast of Lupercus.”
Mid-February was traditionally the time of the fes-
tival, an ode to the god of fertility and a celebra-
tion of sensual pleasure, a time to meet and court
a prospective mate.

As more and more people
throughout the Western
Roman Empire convert-
ed to an increasingly
popular “Christianity,” they
brought many of their favorite
customs with them, including
this “feast of Lupercus.” In
A.D. 496, Pope Gelasius out-
lawed the pagan festival. But he
wanted to replace it with a similar
celebration. He needed a “lovers” saint to replace
the pagan deity Lupercus. The martyred bishop
Valentine (who died about A.D. 270) was chosen as
the patron saint of the new festival.

Thus, “the church endeavored to amalgamate
[mix], as it were, the old and new religions, and
sought, by transferring the heathen ceremonies
to the solemnities [observances] of the Christian
festivals, to make them subservient to the cause
of religion and piety . . . The result has been the
strange medley of Christian and pagan rites”
(Chambers’Book of Days, Vol. 2).

Despite its obvious pagan roots, is it still all
right to keep Valentine’s Day?

What does God say? See Deuteronomy
12:29-32.
1. Why does God not want us to look at other

nations and other ways of worship and adopt those
for our worship of Him?

2. Why do you think we should be careful in
our worship of God?

3. What did Christ say about it? See Mark 7:6-7.
4. How do these words of Jesus apply to the cel-

ebration of Valentine’s Day?
For the rest of this Teen Bible Discussion Guide,

see www.ucg.org/a/teenbs/vol4les1.htm.
Created by Teen Bible Study Committee Volunteers

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share in this new “Treasure
Digest” section? If so, or if you have any sug-
gestions, please contact United News, P.O. Box
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or
mike_bennett@ucg.org.

P
ho

to
s 

©
19

99
-2

00
2 

w
w

w
.a

rt
to

da
y.

co
m

mankind would listen and hear God’s
Word,diseases like AIDS would be halt-
ed. 

Two members of UCG died recently
in Zambia and have left two young
daughters who are now living with rela-
tives, and we pray for their well being.

All of God’s people need to pray for
each other,but we do have brethren who
live in such extreme conditions that we
need to ask God on a daily basis to inter-
vene for them and their children. 

The people of Zambia have many dai-
ly problems to combat, some we will
never even begin to fathom or under-
stand. One of the ladies there spoke of

one of her most challenging days as the
day her baby boy was bitten by a snake
in his bed. There was no clinic or medi-
cine available, so a call went out for
prayer and,although the boy was very ill
for a time, there was intervention by God
and he lived. These kinds of trials are not
unusual occurrences for our brethren in
areas such as Mumbwa. They daily face

dangerous challenges such as most of us
will never see or experience.

The many things we saw and experi-
enced on this journey will remain vivid.
It does not take much to call to mind the
orphans, the young street beggars, the
mindless march across Africa of AIDS,
the crime and the poverty. God has
called His Church to be a light in a very

dark world, and the people of God in
Zambia are lights.

We returned to South Africa with a
greater appreciation of those who live in
very harsh conditions. It is inspiring to
know that brethren there want to obey
God in spite of the difficulties. Cheryl
and I both are praying more fervently
than ever—“Thy Kingdom come!” UN

“Zambia,” continued from page 9
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favor of a process for submitting prophe-
cy papers that will allow for maximum
opportunity for serious consideration
and review (see full report for details,
www.ucg.org/a/council/council.htm).

The Council also approved three form
letters to be used by the Personal Corre-
spondence team to answer members’
questions about keeping the Sabbath as
ranchers, medical personnel or business
owners.

Leon Walker led discussion on a
study paper about the subject of “born
again” and its accompanying cover let-
ter for the ministry. The paper confirms
our traditional understanding of salva-
tion,and the accuracy of the analogy that
entrance into the family of God is com-
parable to a birth. It upholds our long-
standing belief that the traditional Chris-
tian concept of “once saved, always
saved” is not biblical. And it expands on
the meaning of the Greek terms com-
monly associated with the doctrine. The
Council balloted 10 in favor, with two
abstaining.

The Council also gave input on the
Christ-Centered Servant Leadership
(CSL) seminar that was presented Dec.
9, and the future implementation of this
biblically based educational program.
Mr. Kilough asked Mark Winner (chair-

man of the CSL task force) to have the
task force work with Mr. Thompson
(chairman of the Education/Ministerial
Services Committee of the Council) on
where to go from here with their work. 

Council Eligibility
In the meeting Dec. 15, Leon Walker

asked for consent without resolution for
his request to have the chairman clarify,
in a letter to all elders, which elders are
not prevented by our governing docu-
ments from serving on the Council. This
list includes the officers of UCGIA,
operation managers, Ministerial Ser-
vices team members and regional pas-
tors. Confusion on this issue, Mr. Walk-
er suggested, may well have influenced
past ballots for the Council. It is the
Council’s responsibility to interpret the
bylaws, and it does not understand Sec-
tion 9.1 to prohibit the service of any of
the three officers, providing they are
ordained elders of the Church. The
Council gave the requested consent.

Modesty
Doug Horchak,on behalf of the Youth

Education team, brought a proposal to
the Council designed to help provide
consistency in the Church’s approach to
the subject of modesty. He spoke of sev-
eral ongoing efforts and suggested four
steps that can be taken relatively soon:

Articles in Ministerial Quarterly, Unit-
ed News and the United Youth Camp
Magazine, and a video presentation
(slides and other support) with accom-
panying sermon outline for pastors to
use as an informational vehicle for the
whole Church.

Leon Walker stated that he believed
the presentation to be a case of the
administration informing the Council of
its activities, with no Council action
required. Media operation manager
Peter Eddington agreed, and suggested
that the articles in Ministerial Quarter-
ly and United Youth Camp Magazine
should be the first steps, with feedback
from the elders and camp programs giv-
ing focus to the other two steps. Mr. Hor-
chak agreed, and thanked the Council
for its input.

Member Appeal and 
GCE Planning

The Council met with the Member
Appeal Committee (MAC) in executive
session Sunday afternoon.

Following the executive session, Mr.
Kilough worked with the Council to
hammer out details in planning for the
2003 General Conference of Elders,
scheduled for May 4 and 5 in Cincinnati.
The theme “Maximizing Your Ministry”
was adopted by unanimous ballot of the
Council quorum present.

The Council of Elders spent Monday
in executive session, dealing with vari-
ous personnel situations and member
appeals from around the world. 

Committees of the Council
On Tuesday Robert Dick addressed

the Council, presenting its members
with a working paper of the study by the
task force appointed at the August 2002
Council meetings (see the report for
Aug. 7, 2002) to study committee stan-
dards and practices. The report address-
es the history of the Council’s commit-
tees and their function, an examination
of the original intent for Council com-
mittee work,and a description of the typ-
ical “evolution”of the work of boards of
directors in nonprofit organizations in
general. Future focus includes discus-
sion of how the Council and the admin-
istration are defined and function, and a
questionnaire that needs input from task
force members in anticipation of further
progress.

Victor Kubik updated the Council on
the ongoing work of the Integrated
Media/Evangelism Oversight Commit-
tee. The annual meeting of the team,
held the last two years in January,will be
delayed until there is further definition
about the ministry’s role in the evange-
lism process spoken of in the plan
approved by the Council on May 4,

2001. A smaller focus group will meet to
discuss content, balance, style and
impact of the Church’s media and evan-
gelism. Then work will proceed further
with the Council-approved Media/
Evangelism Oversight Plan. A plan for
shorter booklets called “First Contact
Literature” developed by pastor Randy
Stiver was also given to the Council.
Further work with young adults and oth-
er interested parties will be done to pro-
duce shorter, easy-to-read booklets.

The relationship between the Church
and the LifeNets humanitarian organi-
zation was also discussed,with Mr. Hol-
laday asking for time to discuss this fur-
ther with LifeNets officials and
suggesting a committee of the Council
be involved. The Strategic Planning/
Finance Committee was chosen.

On a personal note, following discus-
sions with Mr. Kilough and Mr. Kubik I
informed the Council at Dec. 17’s meet-
ing that I have asked them to take steps
to appoint my replacement as Council
reporter, beginning with the Febru-
ary/March 2003 meetings. I have appre-
ciated the opportunity of serving in this
capacity since May 1999, but believe it
is time to step aside to allow a fresh per-
spective and renewed vigor for the task
to maintain the flow of information
regarding the Council’s meetings that all
reading these reports should expect. UN

“Council,” continued from page 2

Letters

“Treaure Digest”; Prayers
for the Unemployed

This new “Treasure Digest” section
is a simply great idea.

One item of great importance to the
people of God’s Church is the high num-
ber of Christian servants of God who are
out of work because of the negative
economy that this and other countries
have been in for more than two years
now. Those who are becoming desper-
ate for income all around the world need
our prayers and even fasting, asking our
Great Provider to please provide for the
growing number of those who’ve lost
their means of survival.

Michigan

Just a note to say I love the “Treasure
Digest”section of the latest UN, in addi-
tion to more articles relating to Christian
living and doctrine. Hats off to you and

the whole staff for an excellent job of
keeping us informed. We love you!

Internet

“Answered Quite Nicely”
I happened to be browsing the Web,

looking for Bible resource pages, when
I came across your site. What I was
wondering about at the time was
answered quite nicely on your Web
site. You are doing a great job at spread-
ing truth and encouragement! Best
wishes for the new year!

Internet

Interesting GN Cancelation
Your magazine is one of the greatest

in the world. Thank you canceling my
subscription. I thought it would be
wasteful to have them sent to me in
print when I now read them on-line.

Internet

Miracles
I was talking with some brethren

recently and we were discussing how we
never hear of miracles anymore. Could
you somehow do a little blurb once a
while about miracles, in healing or what-
ever. We just don’t hear of any anymore
and I know there are some, such as King
Finlay . . . It would be so encouraging.

Thanks for the suggestion. We do try
to run the miracles we receive reports
on, such as God’s intervention for a
Canadian teen (see page 13), the door
that opened in Malaysia (December
issue) and the protection God gave to
the brethren in Jamaica and Panama
City Beach from the hurricanes at Feast
time (November issue). We welcome
more reports!

Wrong Queen
One small point—I read an article in

UN about a trip on the Queen Elizabeth
I. The fact is that there is no such ship.
He means the ship called the Queen
Elizabeth, as against the QEII, which is
named after the present queen. The first
ship was named after her mother who
was not a reigning monarch and there-
fore did not have a number after her
name. Queen Elizabeth I reigned 400
years ago and, to my knowledge, does
not have a ship named after her (cer-
tainly not a luxury cruise ship).

Michigan

Sharing Toys
I was so encouraged to read about

Glen White’s handling of the toy col-
lection at the Feast in Regina:All those
toys went to children in need in various
situations. What a kind and wonderful
thing to have done.

Arizona

Buy a Case of Booklets?
I have been reading your excellent

books for few years now, and I would
like to buy a case of booklets about  the
truth of Christmas (Holidays or Holy
Days) Please let me know how many
you offer  in a case  and the cost.

Thank you for the truth you have in
your great booklets.

Internet
We let him know all our publications

are free.

Appreciates Sermon Tapes
Thanks for the tape program. I hope

and pray that however advanced we
become, we don’t take away this pro-
gram that older, handicapped people
enjoy and use the most. Some of us don’t
even have computers, etc. We love to lis-
ten. I myself play the sermon tapes over
and over and glean more from them each
time.

Literature Available for
Palm OS

I just wanted to give my two cents on
the Internet literature library. I think hav-
ing the literature downloadable to Palm
OS is fabulous! Thanks for making that
available. It is such a great reference!

Ohio

Christmas Article Sparks
Interesting Call

Larry Walker, pastor of the Bend,
Oregon, congregation, writes frequent-
ly for the local newspaper, the Bend
Bulletin. His latest article, “Don’t Wor-
ship God With Pagan Customs,”
appeared the week before Christmas,
provoking an interesting call:

“I got a phone call last night in
response to my article. He started out
by saying that he was calling to com-
mend me on the article and said that he
agreed. He also said that he appreciated
my approach in that it was not insulting.
We had a rather long conversation—at

least half an hour. He decried the degree
of paganism in the United States and
how people think they can worship God
in their own way. I expressed agreement
and told him that much truth has been
lost since the Church began. I also told
him that we observe Holy Days men-
tioned in the Bible that most people
assume are ‘Jewish.’ I mentioned that
Jesus and the apostles and apostolic
Church kept them also.

“He asked where our church is
located. When I told him the time and
location, I brought up the subject of the
Sabbath. I told him this is another truth
that has been lost and that the seventh

day is the only day the Bible sets apart
as the Sabbath. He asked whether the
apostles didn’t meet on Sunday and
referred to the usual scriptures people
misunderstand and misuse, including 1
Corinthians 16:2. I explained what
both meant . . . He remarked that I
seem to know the Bible quite well.

“He repeated his commendation sev-
eral times toward the end of the conver-
sation and said he enjoyed talking with
me and that maybe we would talk again
some time.

“What made the conversation even
more interesting was the fact that I
found out well into the call that this man

(who is a 79-year-old widower) started
several businesses in Central Oregon,
including a TV and appliance store that
is widely advertised. I jokingly said
upon finding out that I didn’t realize I
was talking with a “celebrity.” He field-
ed the remark with humility . . .

“I don’t expect to see this man in ser-
vices . . . I mentioned our Web page,but
he doesn’t have Internet access or even
a computer at home. He said his wife,
who died two years ago,did all the com-
puter stuff, including Internet.

“It was nice to talk to someone who
didn’t end the conversation by wishing
me Merry X-mas.”

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sug-
gestions to improve United News
are welcome. Mail to: United
News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincin-
nati, OH 45254-1027, or E-mail
mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Beloit Holds Third
Annual Clothing
Giveaway

The third annual clothing giveaway
was held on Sunday, Nov. 24, 2002, in
Rockford, Illinois. Brethren from the
Beloit and Wisconsin Dells,Wisconsin,
congregations joined together for a
community service project. 

An amazing 515 people from the
community came to a school gym,
where the project was being held, and
picked out clothing for themselves,
their children and others. Around 200
people lined up outside the gym, ready
to come in when the doors were
opened. Several people had been wait-
ing three hours in order to be first in
line. Brethren invited some in early to
get out of the cooler temperatures.
Brethren saw one lady who was not
properly dressed for the cold so they
invited her inside and gave her a heavy
sweater and other clothing. She was
overjoyed. When we closed the gym
doors four hours later, around 95 per-
cent of the clothing and other items had
been taken. What little remained was
donated to a local charity.

Brethren donated around 11 van
loads of clothing and toiletries. Two
local charities also generously donated
piles of clothing. The entire gym was
full of tables and clothes for the noon
opening. One member called lodging
facilities in her area and asked if they
could donate soap and various other toi-
letries. When they found out it was for
a good cause, several motels donated
large amounts of items for the project.

Flyers were sent out before the event
to local crisis centers, abuse centers,
area centers for disabilities, hospitals,
low-income housing developments, as
well as to the local media to spread the
word. Several public service announce-
ments on local radio and television sta-
tions mentioned that the United Church
of God was holding a free clothing
giveaway. One local television crew
came to the event and interviewed
UCG Beloit member, Gale Black, who
organized the project. The interview
was broadcast on the local Sunday
evening news.

The first snow of the season began to
fall during the event so the timing was
perfect. Scores of delighted men,
women and children left the gym with
huge bags stuffed to the top with nice
clothing. Many lives from the commu-
nity were touched that day. Our lives
were certainly touched as well.

One lady told a Church member that
her entire home had been ruined by
mold and that she had to leave all her
possessions behind. She prayed that
God would help her find some clothing
and then saw a flyer in her area. She
told the member that someone will
bless you for this. 

Brethren donated cookies and
drinks, and they proved to be very pop-
ular as witnessed by the long line in

front of the refreshment tables. 
At this project, we were reminded of

what Christ said in Matthew 25:34, 36-

40 (NRSV), “Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that
are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world . . . I was
naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you food, or thirsty and gave you some-
thing to drink? And when was it that we
saw you a stranger and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing? And
when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’And the king
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just
as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you
did it to me.’”

Steve Nutzman

Cincinnati North
Hosts
Thanksgiving
Potluck

The Cincinnati North, Ohio, congre-
gation hosted their fifth annual Thanks-
giving potluck, Nov. 23, 2002. The
event began with Ed Smith, a longtime
elder in the Cincinnati East congrega-
tion, giving the sermon and showing
slides of the 40-year history of the
Cincinnati congregations. The first ser-
vice in Cincinnati was Feb. 23, 1963. 

Several of the pioneers who were
among the original Church members in
1963 were on hand to talk of their expe-
riences. Bob and Ivonne Tanner, Earl
and Barb Williams, Bill and Roberta
Davis, Al and Muriel Lane, Bill and
Eileen Roberts and others were among
some of the first members when the

Cincinnati congregation started. Mrs.
Lane actually delivered several of the
members’ babies during those early

years.
After the sermon and slide

show there was a Thanks-
giving potluck, organized by
Larry and Judy Rose. Every
dish you could think of,
along with spectacular
desserts, graced the tables.
There were so many dishes
that Jane Wiesman said she
stopped counting after 103.

When everyone was fin-
ished with the great food and
fellowship, it was time to go
back into the meeting room

where the pioneers answered ques-
tions and talked about the good old
days. It was also an opportunity for
some of the adults who grew up in the
Church to express gratitude to the pio-
neers who set such an outstanding
example of service to many of them
when they were growing up.
There were 168 in attendance and all

seemed to agree that it was an evening
to be thankful for. Mr. Lane remarked
that the whole evening reminded him
of the scripture in John 13:35, “By this
all will know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another.”
“What made this day so special was the
people and the fellowship,” said Mr.
Lane. 

Janet Treadway

2003 Texas Young
Adults Weekend
“Building Godly
Relationships”

The 2003 Texas Regional Young
Adults Weekend will be held in Hous-
ton, Texas, March 7 to 9. The theme of
this year’s program is “Building God-
ly Relationships.” We all have many
questions about how to handle a variety
of situations including dating, relating
to family members, work situations and
strengthening our marriages and friend-
ships. 

This young adults weekend is
designed to provide new insight into
practical issues. Planned speakers
include: Gary Antion, Jim Franks,
Doug Horchak, Ken Giese, Dave
Myers and Ardith Weiss. Several others
are planned.

“An Evening in the Orient” dinner
and dance will be held on Saturday
night. The dance will be semi-formal.

And for some real Texas fun, we will
go to the second largest rodeo in the
world on Sunday afternoon—the
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.
You don’t have to wear cowboy boots
or a hat (unless you’d like to)! 

For those of you who have never
been to a rodeo, it’s something every-
one should see at least once! At the con-
clusion of every rodeo in Houston is a
concert. (Artist is to be announced Jan.
14.) Tickets are inexpensive, and it will

be a great time to spend with other
young adults.

Preregistration
All participants must preregister for

this program regardless of whether you
are staying at the Wyndham or making
other housing arrangements. We are
unable to accept on-site registrants.
Please complete your registration on-
line and pay for all weekend activities
no later than Friday, Feb. 14. Please go
to the Web site for registration and addi-
tional details. The address is www.ucg-
houston.org/youngadults.

Rhonda Waddle

Intervention at the
Feast

This is excerpted from the Novem-
ber-December United News Canada.

During this Feast in Quebec I wit-
nessed a powerful example of God’s
ability to intervene on our behalf.

While making a last lap at the go-cart
track, I looked back and saw that some-
thing seemed wrong. A girl I recog-

nized from the Feast was in a strange
arched position and wasn’t moving.

When I reached her, she had her foot
pushing down on the accelerator so that
the engine was roaring at full throttle. It
took both my hands to move her foot
off the gas. I noticed that the helmet
strap was choking her and she had
burns on her forearm and below her
shoulder. The skin was rolled back like
pastry. 

I had to ask her name because at the
time I did not know it. She answered in
a calm, quiet voice, “My name is
Rebekah and my hair is caught.” Then
I saw her hair wrapped around the axle
of the cart. I could also see her scalp
where the hair had been torn out and a
2-inch cut. She should have been
screaming in pain, but she remained
calm.

Finally her three brothers and the cart
mechanic came, and we cut her hair
free and called an ambulance.

That night I wondered why God had
let this happen. But when I woke up I
began to realize what God had done.

Rebekah’s cart was stopped! If it had
continued down the track, as it should
have because her foot was firmly on the
gas, she would have had all her hair
ripped off. Looking at the rigid seat and

the axle just behind and below it, I
thought her neck should have been bro-
ken!

God intervened many times for
Rebekah in those few short seconds.
Even the next three days at services she
never felt any real pain, just stiffness in
her neck. Part of this must be the result
of all the brethren at the Feast site pray-
ing for her.

Joseph Drumond

Brothers Produce
Winning
Documentaries

Jonathan and Ryan McClure were
each presented an award for Excellence
in Media Production at the Internation-
al Student Media Festival Contest at the
Association of Communications &
Technology Convention in Dallas,
Texas. They were given a hand-carved
bowl from Hawaii with a brass plaque
attached and a certificate suitable for
framing.

This was the first time in the history
of the contest two siblings have each
individually won an award.

They were chosen from among
3,675 entries from 22 countries. The
categories included still pictures, Web
sites and video presentations. Both
Jonathan and Ryan were competing in
the mixed media documentary catego-
ry.

Jonathan’s documentary was: “Indi-
ana Jazz: Changing the Sights &
Sounds of America.”

Ryan’s documentary (he was assist-
ed by fellow student Jeffery Travers)
was: “Rosa Parks: Sitting Down to Start
a Revolution.”

The judges both commented on the
amount of time the boys had invested in
research and collecting the information.
Jonathan had interviewed Gloria
Steinem, and Ryan had interviewed
former Congressman Andrew Jacobs.

They had over a hundred hours invest-
ed in their documentaries.

Jonathan, Ryan and their parents,
Malcolm and Cathy McClure, attend
the Indianapolis, Indiana, congrega-
tion.

Rebekah Martin is doing well and has
kept a positive attitude throughout her
whole ordeal (photo by Gary Ridi)

Ryan and Jonathan McClure won
prizes for their documentaries

Beloit and Wisconsin Dells,
Wisconsin, brethren put on third
annual clothing giveaway (photos
by Gary Black and Steve Nutzman)
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Births

Kirk and Kristine (Williams) Talbott
want to announce the best Feast gift
ever! Addison William Talbott was born
Sept. 18, 2002—right between Atone-
ment and the Feast. He weighed a whop-
ping 5 pounds 9 ounces (he was three
weeks early) and measured 18 1/2 inch-
es. Oct. 12 was a big day for Addison as
it was his first church service (he slept
through it) and more importantly,he was
blessed that Sabbath. Parents and baby
live in Southern California and attend
the Garden Grove congregation while
grandma Jean Talbott lives in Texas and
grandparents Richard and Marty Scholz
live in Massachusetts.

Rick and Gina McCrady of Dallas,
Texas, are pleased to announce the birth

of their son, Collin Andrew McCrady.
Collin was born Aug. 15, 2002, and
weighed 8 pounds 7 ounces. Big sister
MacKenzie, age 3, is happy to have a
new brother.

Brian and Laurie (Walker)

McGuire of Ann Arbor, Michigan,
are pleased to announce the birth of
their second child, Aidan Cole, on
Aug. 15, 2002. Aidan weighed 8
pounds 8 ounces and was 19 1/2 inch-
es long. Big brother Andrew, age 20
months, is warming to the idea.
Grandparents are Bev McGuire of
Detroit and Larry and Karen Walker
of Bend, Oregon.

Dan and Amber (Shellenbarger)
Lang of North Dakota joyfully

announce the birth of their first child,
Dylan Hayes. He was born Jan. 15,
2002, weighing 9 pounds 2 ounces
and was 20 3/4 inches long. The hap-
py grandparents are John and Pat
Shellenbarger and Dick and Mary
Lang of Ohio.

Craig and Rashele Hoyer of the
Phoenix Northwest,Arizona, congre-

gation, happily announce the birth of
their second daughter, Raegan
Alexandra Hoyer. Raegan was born
on Aug. 11, 2002, weighing 7 pounds
12 ounces and measuring 20 inches
long. Big sister Averie, age 2, loves
having a baby sister. Proud grandpar-
ents are Gerald and Kathy Hoyer of
the Northern Arizona congregation,
Randal and Kathy Rapp of Phoenix
Northwest. Great-grandparents are
Chuck and JoAnn Hayes, also from
Phoenix Northwest.

Michael and Andrea (Barbush)
Brock of Naperville, Illinois, are
enjoying the birth of their first child,
Logan John Michael. Born on Aug. 19,
2002, Logan weighed in at 6 pounds
15 ounces and was 19 inches long. The
proud grandparents are John and
Karen Barbush of Romeoville, Illinois,
and Dan and Cyndi Brock of North
Texas.

Jay and Jennifer (Hamill) Ledbetter
of Austin, Texas, are so happy to

announce the birth of their first child,
Kate Lauren, on Sept. 24, 2002 (a won-
derful Feast gift!). Kate weighed 8
pounds 5 ounces and was 20 inches
long. Her grandparents are Stanley and
Dolores Rhodes of Bokchito, Okla-
homa, and John and Judy Ledbetter of
Austin, Texas.

Jonathan and Roxanne (Cafourek)

Sears of Vancouver, Washington, are
happy to announce the birth of their
second child, Cameron Matthew, on
July 29, 2002. Cameron weighed 6
pounds 13 ounces and was 19 inches
long. 

Big brother Austin thinks “he’s so
cute” and so do grandparents John and
Sandy Cafourek, Debbie Sears and
David Sears. The proud great-grand-
mothers are Virginia Ghent and Viola
Clarkson.

JD and Anne Marie (Fleck) Stotts of
Trophy Club, Texas, are delighted to
announce the birth of their third child,
Jaron Monroe. Jaron was born on Dec.
21, 2001, weighing 7 pounds 5 ounces

and measuring 18 3/4 inches long. Bri-
anna and Case are enjoying their new
baby brother. The Stotts family attends
the Fort Worth, Texas, congregation.
Proud grandparents are James and
Rose Stotts of Llano, Texas, and
Richard and Carol Fleck of Trophy
Club.

Craig and Laura (Dunn) Scott are
delighted to announce the birth of

their daughter, Tarra Wynne Scott.
Tarra was born Aug. 16, 2002, weigh-
ing in at a surprising 9 pounds 10
ounces. 

Big sister Julia (7) and big brother
Brian (4) are thrilled with their new
baby sister. 

Weddings
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kidd and Mr.

Pat McShay, together with Mr. and

Mrs. Kenneth Zahora, are pleased
to announce the marriage of their
children, Casey and Nathan. 

The wedding was witnessed by
more than 200 guests in Indianapo-
lis, Indiana, on Oct. 12, 2002. Guy
Swenson, family friend and elder
serving the Lafayette and Terre
Haute, Indiana, congregations, per-
formed the ceremony. The groom’s
father served as best man. Following
the wedding, the celebration contin-
ued with a dinner and dance recep-
tion.

The couple reside in Peachtree
City, Georgia, and attend the Atlanta
congregation.

Joanne and John Rutis, parents of
the bride, and Christi Stewart,
mother of the groom, are happy to

announce the marriage of their chil-
dren Merry Rutis and Douglas
Stewart in Wilsonville, Oregon, on
Aug. 24, 2002. The ceremony was
performed by Robert Dick.

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zollner of
Millstadt, Illinois, together with
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Brunick of
Watertown, South Dakota, are
pleased to announce the marriage of
their children, Kimberly and Jason.
The ceremony was performed by
the bride’s father in St. Louis, Mis-

Announcements

Raegan Alexandra Hoyer with big
sister Averie

Collin Andrew McCrady

Aidan Cole McGuire with Andrew

Dylan Hayes Lang

Cameron Matthew Sears

Addison William Talbott

Logan John Michael Brock

Tarra Wynne Scott

Casey and Nathan Zahora

Merry and Douglas Stewart 

Kate Lauren Ledbetter

Jaron Monroe Stotts
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souri, on Aug. 11, 2002. Maid of
honor was the bride’s sister,
Michelle, and the groom’s brother,
Jonathan, was the best man. Car-
olynn Zollner, Kristina Ohlendorf,
Kristin Brunick and Jeanine
Brunick served as bridesmaids.
Joshua Brunick, Jerod Brunick,
Joel Brunick and Brandon Zollner
served as groomsmen. 

Kimberly and Jason now reside
in Glen Caroon, Illinois, and attend

the Collinsville, Illinois, congrega-
tion.

Nancy Brokaw and Peter Ger-
chak were united in marriage on
Sept. 14, 2002, in Summerhaven,
Arizona, on beautiful Mount Lem-
mon, in an outdoor wedding. James
Capo, pastor of the Tucson and

Sierra Vista, Arizona, congrega-
tions, officiated. The Gerchaks will
reside in Tucson.

Jason Webster (son of Rogan Web-
ster and Pam from New Zealand) and

Monique Wallis (eldest daughter of
Neil and Isella Wallis from South
Africa) announce the happy occasion
of their wedding in Pretoria, South
Africa. The ceremony was officiated
by United minister André van Belkum
and it was a very touching and joyous

occasion for all present.
They met and grew in friendship

and love while attending the Johan-
nesburg congregation. They are well
loved by the Johannesburg brethren.
The ceremony included the singing of
hymns and songs in the lovely recep-
tion hall. The couple will be living in
New Zealand. All the brethren wish
them a lovely future ahead.

Obituaries
Frankie Pierog, 86, a member of the

Salem, Oregon, congregation, died
Nov. 6, 2002. Mrs. Pierog had a heart
attack during the Feast of Tabernacles
in Bend, Oregon. 

She is survived by her husband,
Andrew; one sister; three sons; and
one daughter, Carolyn Lawson. Car-
olyn is also a member of the Salem
congregation. Survivors also include
10 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchil-
dren and five great-great-grandchil-
dren.

Harold W. “Hap” Yochum, 91, a
deacon in the St. Louis, Missouri,
congregation, died Dec. 6, 2002. He
was born March 12, 1911, in St.
Louis. Hap married Elizabeth Kil-
patrick June 12, 1936, at their resi-
dence in St. Louis and she survives in
St. Louis. Also surviving is a daugh-
ter, Judith Ross, of Aviston, Illinois,
and a son, Harold Yochum, Jr. of

Waterloo, Illinois. Hap and his wife
also had seven grandchildren and 18
great-grandchildren.

Harold was a service and installa-
tion technician with Laclede Gas in
St. Louis. He was baptized on July 4,
1964.  A memorial service, officiated
by Greg Sargent, was held Saturday,
Dec. 14, with well over 150 in atten-
dance. Hap was recognized as a kind,
generous, concerned servant of God,
having served the brethren, giving
generously of what he had for years.

He was also well-known for his
knowledge on health and his singing
talent. Although over 90, Hap was still
actively serving as a songleader. 

Tribute: Tolu
Ha’angana

The Kingdom of Tonga, isolated in
the vastness of the South Pacific Ocean,
has provided the setting for one of
God’s smallest congregations. The
seeds of God’s precious truth were first
planted amidst this tropic paradise in
the heart of a man whose loyalty and
service lasted a lifetime. 

Tolu Ha’angana passed away on Oct.
22, 2002, the exact date of his 50th
wedding anniversary. He is survived by
his wife,Sela; four sons:Ngana,Sione,
Liufau and Samisoni; and four daugh-
ters: Sesilia, Fatafehi, Moheofo and
Litia. He will be warmly remembered
not only by his family and congrega-
tion, but also by the many elders of
God’s Church who visited his island
home or met him at a ministerial con-
ference. His life story provides inspira-
tion to all who desire to be shaped and
molded by the loving workmanship of
God’s hands.

His life began in 1929 as one of six
children. After graduating from high
school, Tolu worked at the Ministry of
Agriculture. His calling began in 1960
when, as he was reading a Reader’s
Digest magazine, he saw a Plain Truth
magazine advertisement. He requested
a copy and in October of that year, the
first copy of The Plain Truth arrived in
the island of Tonga. Tolu was 31 years
of age and was a lay preacher in the
Methodist church. His interest in the
truth of God grew deeper as he studied
the literature he received from the
Church of God. 

In his own words, quoted from his
diary, “This year I began to construct

my sermons from the articles from the
Plain Truth magazine and preached
them from the pulpit whenever I was
given an assignment. People were inter-
ested in my sermons. Friends borrowed
my copy of The Plain Truth and some
subscribed to this magazine. This is
how the truth of God spread in the
island of Tonga.”

In 1963 Tolu wrote in his diary that
it was the year of his conversion.
“Through a lot of Bible study and
[because] God opened my mind, I
came to believe, no doubt or waver in
conviction, that the Radio Church of

God holds and practices and keeps the
whole truth of the Word of God in the
Bible. I quit going to the Methodist
church. One night in June, I was study-
ing the Bible and after midnight I knelt
down and prayed. After minutes I real-
ized that I was crying—tears all over
my eyes. I have firm conviction in my
mind looking at myself, that there is
nothing good in me, my sins have cov-
ered my whole being and is worthy of
death for eternity at any minute when-
ever Almighty God may command so.
However, I asked God for mercy and
forgiveness. I submitted to Him in this

prayer and dedicated the rest of my life
to His work. After I said my prayer, I
felt like I was released from prison or
my burden has been removed. This was
the happiest moment of my life!”

Tolu and his family continued to
keep the Sabbath with four other fami-
lies. On Jan. 20, 1966, Tolu was bap-
tized by Wayne Cole. In 1967 he kept
his first Feast of Tabernacles in Black-
heath, Australia. When he returned
from the Feast, Tolu set aside one acre
of his land and dedicated it to God. 

As he wrote in his diary, “I began the
construction of the church building, I
started when I got back from work at
5:30 p.m. until 1 a.m. in the morning,
Monday through Thursday every week.
I have at times worked until 3 a.m. try-
ing to finish this building for the Feast
of Tabernacles. A few of the Church
members helped me whenever they had
time. It was very unfortunate that we
could not do any work on Sunday
because it was restricted by the law.” In
1968, 31 brethren observed their first
Feast of Tabernacles in Tonga. This
building still stands at the church prop-
erty at Mu’a, Tonga. 

In 1969 Tolu moved his family
dwelling to the land adjacent the church
building. He taught his family to be
hosts for the brethren each Sabbath day
in providing food and drink. They kept
the church building clean and beautiful
and were always there to serve and help
the brethren. Many Feast of Taberna-
cles visitors enjoyed a beautifully dec-
orated church building and a well orga-
nized Feast.

In 1972 his helping and serving
became an official duty when he was
ordained as a deacon. In 1977 he was
ordained as a local elder. However,

since his baptism in 1966 when he was
“appointed” leader of the pioneer
group,he had been speaking in services
and Bible studies on the Sabbaths and
Holy Days. In 1981 he retired from his
civil job and served the Church full
time.

Throughout the years of his leader-
ship, the message of the Church grew
in power. He began a radio broadcast
in 1979 and a television program in
1984. Tolu served faithfully through
the years, always clinging to the
responsibility he felt God had given
him. God’s hand sustained his local
leadership through times of bitter
opposition and personal attacks. He
was indeed an inspiration to those who
followed his leadership by faithfully
trusting in God and God’s way of love
in dealing with opposition. 

Finally in 1995 with a broken and
heavy heart he requested retirement as
a minister because he could not teach
the new doctrines arising in the church.
But God called him back into service
again as he began serving as a minister
in an international affiliation with the
United Church of God. 

His final years of service in the Unit-
ed Church of God were marked by
peace, unity and an open door for the
message of God on this island paradise.
The radio broadcast started again with
Mr. Ha’angana’s voice in the native
Tongan language. In 2000 he joyfully
passed the responsibility he carried for
half his lifetime to a new elder in the
island congregation. He can truly rest
in peace knowing that the precious truth
of the Spirit of God lives on in the hearts
of his Church family in the warm and
friendly Kingdom of Tonga.

Litia Maynard

Tolu Ha’angana with his wife of 50 years, Sela

Harold W. “Hap” Yochum

Kimberly and Jason Brunick

Monique and Jason Webster

Peter and Nancy Gerchak



Mr. Winner and Mr. Kilough dis-
cussed the subject further with the
regional pastors and the Council. It was
determined following those meetings
that the task force will work closely with
the education committee of the Council
to add new members to the task force as
well as continue to study how CSL can
benefit the spiritual health of God’s
Church.

Janet Treadway

British Feast Site
for 2003 Now Open
for Applications

The United Church of God in the
British Isles announces that once again
we have reserved for 2003 the same facil-
ities enjoyed in 2002 in Grange-Over-
Sands in the beautiful South Lakeland
area, part of the Lake District National
Park of Cumbria, in the northwest of
England. This is the location that gave so
much inspiration to the poet Words-
worth; it’s the country of Beatrix Potter
and the area that so many call mini
Switzerland. It’s a step back in time to a
gentler and quieter age. It’s also the area
in which the family of George Washing-
ton, the first American president, lived.
Today a U.S. flag flies over a church just
around the bay from Grange where one
can read the details of that family.

There is a wide variety of accommo-
dations, bed and breakfast, self-catering
apartments, cottages and houses. 

First, however,you will need to obtain
approval for the site. Accommodation is
naturally limited and we just have to
make sure that we don’t exceed the max-
imum for the hall. To obtain that approval
it is necessary to contact the Tourist Infor-
mation Centre at Grange-Over-Sands.
They are doing all the initial work on our
behalf. They will signify site approval by
sending you the Feast Pack. This will
contain information regarding the area, a
map, accommodation booking service

News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ Listen to the streaming audio interview
with David Treybig titled “The Origins of
Christmas” hosted by Jake Ashcraft of
Cincinnati radio station, WAIF 88.3 FM. 
http://www.ucg.org/radio/waif02.html

■ See the new sermon transcript titled
“The Law of Kindness,” by Gary Antion. 
http://www.ucg.org/deafhh/transcripts.html

On vcmagazine.org
■ The January Virtual Christian Magazine has
articles on “The Power of Forgiveness,”
“Children of Divorce Aren’t Doomed to Failure”
and “Who Determines Right From Wrong?”
http://vcmagazine.org

On youthmagazine.org
■ The new January-March Youth United has
articles on “Courage in an Age of Apathy,”
“Leadership...Is It for You?,” “Too Young to
Lead?,” “Christianity Isn’t for Wimps,” “Courage
Under Fire,” “Explain Your Beliefs Without
Losing Friends!,” “Is the Bible Study Course for
Young People?,” “Planning Your Career,” a new
“News for Youth” section, questions and
answers and more.
http://youthmagazine.org

Other Helpful Links
■ Youth and young adult Web site. 
http://ucgyouth.org

■ Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
http://www.ucgsingles.org

■ UCG Race Relations Committee site.
http://www.ucgrace.org

■ Good News Bible Reading Program.
http://www.ucg.org/brp

■ Good News Web site.
http://gnmagazine.org

■ Local multimedia efforts.
http://www.ucg.org/a/localc/multimedia.htm

■ News page with Council of Elders
meeting reports, President’s Letters,
Home Office Updates, etc.
http://www.ucg.org/a/news/news.htm

If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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details, list of accommodations,an intro-
ductory letter from the Church and a
Festival volunteer form. They are then
maintaining a register for us to keep
track of who has indicated they wish to
come to Grange. 

The Tourist Information Centre will
be happy to make arrangements for
accommodation for you for a nominal
fee or you can book them yourself. They
do know the area extremely well and if
you just tell them what you need,and the
price level within which you are happy,
they will telephone you or E-mail you
with possibilities for your consideration.

The address is: Tourist Information
Centre, Victoria Hall, Main Street,
Grange-Over-Sands, Cumbria LA11
6DP, England. Telephone them at: +44
(0) 15395 34026 or fax them at: +44 (0)
15395 34331 or contact them by E-mail
at: grangetic@southlakeland.gov.uk.
Please be sure to mention that you are
attending the United Church of God
convention in October 2003. Please be
sure to contact the Tourist Information
Centre first. However, in the event of
particular difficulties, please feel free to
either call me, John A. Jewell, at +44 (0)
1257 450829 or E-mail me through
john_jewell@ucg.org.

This past Feast was a wonderful one.
Close to 95 percent of those who attend-

ed said in a questionnaire that they
would be happy to return to the almost
millennial setting of Grange.

We look forward to seeing you in
Grange-Over-Sands.

John A. Jewell

Internet Literature
Requests Up

Peter Eddington reported to the Coun-
cil Dec. 11 that Internet requests for the
Good News magazine and other litera-
ture totaled 52,241 (an increase of 63
percent over the same time the previous
year).

Pay-per-click advertising has proven
cost effective. Some months new Good
News subscribers have been added for
as little as $1. Our overall average since
trying this for the last four years is about
$1.75 to $2—which is some of our least
expensive cost per response of any
advertising to date. 

We are currently paying for pay-per-
click services on the following Web
sites: Overture, Yahoo, InfoSpace,
MSN, Lycos,AltaVista, Netscape, Hot-
bot and many more. Our annual budget
is about $12,000 for this method of
advertising. 

One new type of advertising that is
working well, is the services of The
Excite Network. During the last weeks
of November we generated 20,152 new
subscribers at a cost of only $0.99 each.

UCG Prints 640,000
Booklets in 2002

Preaching the Gospel, Preparing a
People: This Is the United Church of
God,was printed and sent out during the
Feast of Tabernacles, giving the Church
a listing of 29 booklet titles in all. In 2002
16 titles were reprinted to keep up with
growing demand (640,000 pieces).
Since United began,2,453,000 copies of
our booklets have been printed. The
Church printed a total of 608,000 copies
of various booklets in 2001.

The top six titles,as far as copies print-
ed goes, are as follows:

• What Is Your Destiny? (165,000).
• The Book of Revelation Unveiled

(131,000).
• The United States and Britain in

Bible Prophecy (120,000).
• You Can Understand Bible Prophe-

cy (110,000).
• What Happens After Death?

(105,000).

• Why Does God Allow Suffering?
(104,000).

One new booklet is in the final stages
of writing, and we hope to offer it early
in 2003 if the income holds up. It will be
titled: The Middle East in Prophecy. We
will offer the new booklet about the
Church in the March/April 2003 issue
of The Good News.

Peter Eddington

Five Radio
Programs
Recorded

Gary Petty was in Cincinnati on Dec.
4 to record five new radio programs. The
titles of these programs are:

• “Stop Being a Victim.”
• “What Happened to the Lost

Tribes?” (includes an interview with
Darris McNeely).

• “Are Christians Raptured Away?”
(includes an interview with Randy
Stiver).

• “Has God Abandoned the Jews—
Part 1.”

• “Has God Abandoned the Jews—
Part 2” (both parts include an interview
with Darris McNeely and Ralph Levy).

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices

For 2002, total mail received at the home office was 376,163 pieces (down 3 percent from
2001 when there were more promotions), and 328,655 pieces of literature were sent out (not
including The Good News and other periodicals not mailed from the home office).

Subscription requests came from many sources, including cards from waiting rooms
(10,810), brochures (8,587), newsstands (5,255), radio (2,177) and even 674 responses to
the Reader’s Digest ad run in June 2000! Below are some other statistics:

Dec. 2001 Dec. 2002 Percentage 
Increase

U.S. Donors 3,249 4,242 31%
U.S. Coworkers 1,476 1,867 26%
U.S. Baptisms 154 226 47%
U.S. Bible Study Course Subscribers 9,487 23,226 145%
U.S. BSC Graduates on the 12-month Tape Program 2,554 3,636 42%
Individual GN Subscribers (worldwide) 279,100 340,019 22%
United News Subscribers (worldwide) 14,673 15,349 5%
World News and Prophecy Subscribers (worldwide) 16,036 18,362 15%

Statistics at a Glance


