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Internet Advertising to Net 30,000+ New Readers

Elders’ Conferences Held Across U.S.

“Focus on Leadership” is the theme of the 15 one-
day regional conferences that Ministerial Services has
organized to provide continuing education to the elders
across the United States. 

Although there are only nine regions, 15 conferences
were necessary to make it easier for elders to attend.
So far conferences have been held in Portland, Oregon;

Houston, Texas; Minneapolis, Minnesota; and Arcadia,
California. The conferences began in late December
and will conclude in May.

“The focus of the one-day conferences is to focus on
the future leadership of the Church,” said Richard

Gary and Gale Black meet with fellow elders at conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota (photo by Alonzo Gjesvold).
Right: Wanda Ward, Lisa Burnett and Kathy Treybig fellowship in Houston, Texas (photo by Ken Treybig)
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U.S. Income Close
to Budgeted
Amount

As of Jan. 14, the total income
received in the home office for the fis-
cal year that began last July 1 is 4.78
percent higher than the corresponding
period last fiscal year. This is very close
to the increase that we budgeted for,
which was a 4.46 percent increase. 

We are grateful to God and those
who send God’s tithes and offerings to
the United Church of God to finance its
work. We also appreciate all the
employees of the work who do their
part to keep spending within budgets. 

This is budget preparation time for
UCG, and we certainly would appreci-
ate prayers to God for His guidance and
wisdom in planning for the upcoming
fiscal year.

Tom Kirkpatrick, Treasurer

11 New Radio
Programs
Produced

On Jan. 7 and 8, seven new radio pro-
grams were recorded at the home office
by our host and San Antonio, Texas,
pastor, Gary Petty. One of our pastors
from Minnesota, Steve Myers, joined
us on Jan. 8 in the studio for in-person
interviews for three of the programs.
Ambassador Bible Center instructor
Ralph Levy did the same on Jan. 7 for
one program. All of the remaining inter-
views were done over the telephone. 

In addition to these seven programs,
four other new programs are being
drawn from material recorded on the set
of the Beloit congregation’s Good
News television program and a mar-

Answers About Future Home Office Video Studio

Over the past 10 weeks we ran a
specialized Internet advertising cam-
paign for new Good News magazine
subscribers. Here in the United States
we have been blessed to add 21,053
new names to our file at a cost of
just $0.95 each. The Internet is one
of our most cost-effective advertising
media.

Through a special arrangement
with myfree.com, we added these
new subscribers—plus the company
featured various articles from The
Good News in their weekly newslet-
ters! These included articles from our

most recent editions, including
“4,000 Years of Christmas,” “Why
We Need a Weekly Rest Day,” “Are
You Feeling Overwhelmed?”, “A
Woman’s View of the Lord’s Prayer,”
plus a featured advertisement for
“Holidays or Holy Days: Does It
Matter Which Days We Keep?”

A total of 3,948,100 myfree.com
subscribers received these various
newsletters containing teasers with
links to The Good News magazine on
our Web site. These additional fea-
tured articles in their weekly newslet-
ters brought 1,941 people directly to

our Web site to read them.
Plans are to add anoth-

er 10,000 new U.S. sub-
scribers over the coming
month. More than 6,000
have already been sent to
us for processing by the
advertising company. 

Please pray for success
in these advertising
endeavors, as well as for
the overall success of
United’s media efforts
around the globe!

Peter Eddington

by Peter Eddington

During the Council of Elders meet-
ings of December 2003, discussions
took place about future plans for a
video production studio at the home
office near Cincinnati, Ohio. You may
have read about it in the Council
reports, or in subsequent letters and
updates from the president and home
office staff. With this in mind, here are
answers to questions some have asked:

• We already have two congrega-
tions producing programs for cable-
access television. Why do we need one
at the home office?

• Isn’t television programming very
expensive?

• Shouldn’t we be more concerned

New Educational
Videos on DVD

Two new educational videos are being
produced in DVD format:

1. The 2004 United Youth Camps pro-
mo (to be mailed to pastors in March).

2. The Sex Has a Price Tag video pre-
sented by Pam Stenzel at the Lexington,
Kentucky, Winter Family Tournament
on Dec. 27,2003 (to be mailed to pastors
in February).

This will be the first time that the
home office has provided video materi-
al on DVD instead of VHS. It is becom-

ing more economical to duplicate and
mail DVDs, and they take up much less
space on the storage shelf! (For now, this
will only apply to the U.S. and Canadi-
an congregations. We plan to continue
mailing other countries VHS tapes.)

About the Pam Stenzel video, Roy
Holladay sent this message to pastors:
“The material presented by Mrs. Stenzel
is excellent in content and presentation.

See “Conferences,” page 2

See “DVDs,” page 2

See “Studio,” page 6

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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An artist’s rendering of a possible studio layout. It shows rear set pieces,
wood finishes, trim, studio monitors, guest/host desk and the overall concept.
Two possible GNTV program guests are shown to give a size comparison.

A free subscription to The Good News was
offered on myfree.com

A scene from the DVD of Sex Has a
Price Tag
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riage lecture recorded in Lafayette,
Indiana. Here is a listing of what we
covered in this round of recordings.

1. Origins of Easter—Gary Petty with
Steve Myers (from a Beloit congrega-
tion Good News television program).

2. Culture War Agenda—Gary Petty
with Melvin Rhodes (from a Beloit con-
gregation Good News television pro-
gram).

3. Recipe for a Happy Marriage,
Part 1—Gary Petty live lecture.

4. Recipe for a Happy Marriage,

Part 2—Gary Petty live lecture.
5. Religions in Conflict—Gary Petty

with Scott Ashley.
6. Burnout—Gary Petty with John

Cafourek.
7. Superpower Challenges—Gary

Petty.
8. The Ten Commandments—Gary

Petty with Darris McNeely and Ralph
Levy.

9. Are Angels Real?—Gary Petty
with Steve Myers.

10. Hope for Human Survival—
Gary Petty with Steve Myers.

11. Life’s Ultimate Question—Gary
Petty with Steve Myers.

We look forward to a good response
from our listeners, and pray that God
will bless our efforts.

Peter Eddington

Personal
Correspondence
Answers Over
2,000 Questions

In December 111 letters were an-
swered by Cecil Maranville in the Per-
sonal Correspondence area. For the year
of 2003 he answered 1,081 letters (a 16
percent increase over 2002). The Church
also received and answered another 1,087
questions by e-mail (up 37 percent).

In December several people asked
about UCG’s origins. Four readers asked
how to become a member, and several
prisoners asked for help in serving God.
Other questions were about the Sabbath,
homosexuality and many other subjects.

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

Continued from page 1

by John LaBissoniere

The Media and Communications Ser-
vices department of the home office is
always concerned about finding better,
more efficient ways to reach people with
the gospel message. It is critically impor-
tant to periodically review Good News
circulation and advertising methods to
ensure they are producing constructive
results. As successful UCLA (Universi-
ty of California,Los Angeles) basketball
coach John Wooden once said, “Never
mistake activity for achievement.” In that
regard, changes have been made in the
Good News newsstand and waiting
room programs.

During the five years of the newsstand
program’s operation, our brethren
placed a large quantity of magazines
(1,228,000 copies) on newsstands and
in doctor’s offices, hospitals, etc. These
did bear fruit, but unfortunately, the cost
to do so has been high compared to the
number of subscriptions that have result-
ed. 

Since 1999 we have processed only
7,171 subscription requests from insert
cards in the newsstand copies. This
equals a response rate of 0.6 percent and
a very high cost of $60 per subscriber.
Also, responses from magazines mailed

or hand-delivered to offices produced a
cost per response of $28.27, which is
higher than acceptable for print media.

During the same period, many addi-
tional Good News advertising alterna-
tives have been tested and successfully
implemented. These include card
packs, direct mail and the Internet by
which new subscribers have been
added to the files for just $1 to $6 each. 

As a result of this and due to our very
limited advertising budget, we have
determined it is now prudent to scale
back newsstand and waiting room cir-
culation in the United States. We have
also asked representatives of the
Church’s international offices to
strongly consider doing so as well. 

Our plan is to redirect most funds for
printing and shipping these copies into
more cost-effective, highly-targeted
print and electronic advertising pro-
grams—mostly directed towards indi-
vidual, younger-family households,
ages 20 to 40. We will decrease the
number of newsstand copies printed
from 85,000 to 20,000 by the May/June
2004 issue.

New Opportunities to
Reach Younger Readers

As an example of an advertising

opportunity to reach a younger audience,
we will test an American Baby maga-

zine co-op mailer
in March 2004.
This mailing test
will reach 153,000
first-time mothers
whose median age
is 29. 

As funds are
available over the
next 12 to 16
months due to the
reduction in news-
stand quantities,we
will have the re-
sources to reach
over 2,656,000
similar young fam-
ily households. Of
those who receive
our advertisement,
we could expect to
add 32,000 to
48,000 brand-new

Good News subscribers to our files. 
Also,we have recently been in contact

with another highly respected media
company, Madison Direct Marketing,
that annually mails 69,000,000 co-op
packages to young families. The medi-
an age of the recipients of their mailers

is 30 and there are children in these
households under 12 years of age. After
carefully reviewing our promotional
pieces, this 20-year-old company has
given us approval to participate in all of
their mailing programs.

Converting Stands to
Handle Brochures and First-
Contact Promotions

Finally, we have a plan to retrofit
newsstand pedestal displays to distrib-
ute Good News subscription brochures
and the new first-contact promotions.

In fact, all brethren can participate in
the distribution test of the first-contact
promotion titled: The Debt Trap: How
Do I Get Free? This 31⁄2- by 81⁄2-inch
mini-booklet is not just a subscription
brochure, but an actual Good News
reprint article of about 1,500 words that
could benefit those struggling with
financial problems. 

Distribution of Good News subscrip-
tion brochures and first-contact promo-
tions can be a valuable and inexpensive
means for the brethren to help preach the
gospel in their communities. Pastors and
brethren are welcome to contact me
about obtaining literature and displays
by calling (888) 369-9940 or via e-mail
at john_labissoniere@ucg.org.  UN

Steve Myers and Gary Petty record a
Good News radio program Jan. 8
(photo by Peter Eddington)

Good News Newsstand and Waiting Room Distribution Refocused

Pinelli, Ministerial Services operation
manager. “We seek to find, develop
and mentor leadership, passing the
baton of truth and proper pastoral and
elder experience to these leaders, and
do our human part in seeking the
guidance of Christ in carrying out the
fulfillment of Matthew 9:37-38,”
praying for more laborers for the har-
vest.

Each conference is attended by a
member of the Ministerial Services
Team (Richard Pinelli, Jim Franks,
Doug Horchak and Dennis Luker) or
the president.

As an example, here is a report
about the recent conference held in

Southern California on Jan. 25:
Thirty-six elders and wives met at

the Arcadia Community Center on
Sunday, Jan. 25. The elders and wives
were delighted to have Mr. and Mrs.
Roy Holladay visit the area and pro-
vide the keynote presentation. The
Holladays had not visited the area
since the home office moved to
Cincinnati in 1998. 

The Holladays visited the Eagle
Rock congregation on the Sabbath
where Mr. Holladay gave a home
office update and the sermon with
over 220 attending from the Los
Angeles area.

The theme of Sunday’s conference
was “Focus on Leadership.” Mr. Hol-
laday, UCGIA president, opened the
conference speaking on “The Next

Generation of Leaders: Passing the
Baton.” David Register, regional pas-
tor, led an interactive discussion on
“Mentoring: Developing the Next
Generation.”

Following a sandwich luncheon,
served by Eagle Rock deacons and
deaconesses, the pastor of the Gar-
den Grove and Hawaii congrega-
tions, Mario Seiglie, presented a ses-
sion on “Biblical Guidelines for
Elders and Wives.” Robin Webber,
pastor of San Diego and Loma Lin-
da congregations, then gave a lecture
on “How the Elders May Effectively
Assist the Pastor and the Local Con-
gregation.” The day ended with a
question-and-answer session led by
Mr. Holladay.

David Evans and David Register

“Conferences,” continued 
from page 1
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New first-contact
promotion to be
tested on
newsstands

It was well received by teens,parents and
the ministry, and we are sure brethren in
your area will find it profitable.”

He also said, “This video is not intend-
ed to be played during Sabbath services.
It contains a frank discussion of dangers
of sexual relations outside of marriage.
Rather, we would ask that you make it
available (perhaps in your congregation-
al libraries) for anyone who would like to
view it. I would strongly encourage you
to show it to the youth in your congrega-
tion who are 12 years and older and their
parents.”

Over the coming months we will eval-
uate whether to use DVD for other pro-
jects, such as sermon videos.

Peter Eddington

“DVDs,” continued from page 1
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Once again, 2003 was another busy
year for the Philippine mailing office.

We received over 4,000 cards and
letters through our post office boxes in
Davao, Makati and Cincinnati, plus
2,293 Internet requests. There were
also 104 cell phone text-messaging
requests as a direct response to the radio
broadcasts in the Philippines, plus 208
text-messaging requests as a direct
result of advertising the cell phone
number in our publications (as well as
in our Q&A communication). We also
mailed over 13,000 pieces of requested
literature for the year 2003.

The box to the right compares 2003
statistics with the previous year.

Note: The Good News, World News

& Prophecy and United News counts
exclude issues that are used for pro-
motional efforts and those distributed

directly to members. This explains the
seeming decrease in United News
though all members receive copies

directly from their pas-
tors.

The minimal increase in
The Good News and other
Church publications is due
to our intensified effort to
“clean out” our subscriber
database. We have contin-
ually been sending out
renewals to our sub-
scribers and have been
dropping those who do not
respond in time. In this way we are able
to save our resources by not sending our
literature to people who do not value it,
but rather sending literature to those
who do.

Our goal is to continue to look for

avenues to spread God’s truth and pro-
mote The Good News and other Church
literature, but at the same time, contin-
ually strive to do this in the most effi-
cient and effective way possible. 

Charles Macaraeg

Church in the Philippines Reports Internet Requests Soar 124 Percent

by Robert Berendt

The National Council of Canada rec-
ommended the role of the Canadian
Ministerial Services Team be expanded
to allow Tony Wasilkoff a little more
time to fulfill the additional responsibil-
ities he has received when he was asked
to sit on the UCGIA Council of Elders. 

It was decided to try to remove the
constant day-by-day care for the well-
being of the churches and ministry
across Canada and to place this in the
hands of three ministers. Robert Berendt
and Glen White have been members of
the Ministerial Services Team, which
was coordinated by Tony Wasilkoff up
to this point. The present configuration
will be Robert Berendt, Glen White and
Rainer Salomaa. Robert Berendt will
coordinate the efforts of the Ministerial
Services Team. Together the three men’s
years of service to the people of God add
up to about one hundred. 

Recently the three members of the
team met for a full day of discussion.  We
addressed things like the care of the
churches and outlying groups of God’s
people,difficulties faced by the ministry
and the membership, and interaction
between the ministry and members. We
set a budget for the costs that may be
involved and determined that from time
to time a member of the team would vis-
it church areas. We laid plans for the
interaction of various committees and
discussed our relationship as a team with
the National Council. All three of us are
also members of the Canadian National
Council, so the relationship will be
close. We want the membership and the
ministry to feel there is some place they
can come with their concerns.

We have determined to deal in a trans-
parent and open manner. We regularly
consult with Tony Wasilkoff and keep
him informed of what our plans are. A
19-point job description has been drawn
up and it has been determined that we
plan to report to the National Council on
a regular basis. 

Our task areas are as follows:
• Plans for evangelism (open houses,

policy for local initiatives).
• Carry out policies mandated by the

National Council and the operations
manager.

• Determine local congregational
needs and assist in fulfilling those needs.

• Coordinate manpower decisions as
they arise.

• Ministerial education program
within guidelines of National Council.

• Ministerial updates as needed
(news items that concern all).

• Ministerial manual (responsibili-
ties, job descriptions).

• Festival planning (locations, coor-
dinators, transfers, speakers).

• Develop conflict resolution and dis-
ciplinary plans as needed.

• Objective evaluations of the min-
istry.

• Coordinate summer camps and
programs for youth.

• Develop administration for assis-
tance programs.

• Develop process for ordination
approval.

• Develop audio and video presenta-
tions for churches.

• Visit ministers and local congrega-
tions, as needs arise.

• Ensure maintenance of ministerial
and church address records.

• Ensure maintenance of ministerial
and church files.

• Help ensure suitable hall rental
standards.

• Develop a ministerial candidate
program.

Excerpted from January-February
2004 United News Canada.

Canadian Ministerial Services Team Takes on New Tasks

by George Carter

A man walked into a lawyer’s
office and asked, “How much would
you charge to answer three ques-
tions?”

The lawyer replied without hesita-
tion, “Five hundred dollars.”

“That’s a bit steep, isn’t it?” the
man asked. 

“Perhaps,” the lawyer smiled.
“Now, what’s your third question?”

This refreshing thread of self-
effacing humor ran through all the
high-powered presentations made at
the 10th annual Church and the Law
Seminar held in Toronto, Ontario,
Nov. 12. 

The Canadian National Office was
well represented at the seminar.
Attendees included Tony and Linda
Wasilkoff, Edwin van Pelt, Kevin
Ford and George Carter.

Proceedings got under way at 8:45
a.m. with a presentation from Donald
Bourgeois, who joined Carter and
Associates this year as counsel for
charitable matters. He is one of
Canada’s foremost writers on chari-
ties and not-for-profit organizations
and on governance, and he is general
editor of a series on philanthropy. Mr.

Bourgeois gave us a PowerPoint pre-
sentation on policy-based governance
and the processes involved in direct-
ing and managing churches and char-
itable organizations. 

Mark Wong specializes in the areas
of trademarks, copyrights, privacy
and information protection. His pre-
sentation covered privacy compli-
ance, and what we needed to do by
Jan. 1, 2004, when new legislation
was to come into effect in Canada
under the heading of PIPEDA (Per-
sonal Information Protection and
Electronic Documentation Act). It
particularly applies, so far as we in
United are concerned, to the Internet.
Otherwise, we seem to be basically
in compliance.

Maria Hoffstein is a partner in the
firm of Fasken Martineau DuMoulin,
which is an affiliate of Carter & Asso-
ciates. She specializes in estate plan-
ning, family business, trusts, hospi-
tals and health-related matters, and
has expertise on both sides of the
border, being a member of the Amer-
ican College of Trust and Estate
Counsel. Maria’s opening gambit
was very straightforward: You are
privileged to issue tax receipts, you
have responsibilities! 

Two fascinating areas were
approached by Bruce Long, author of
the Prosecutor’s Handbook, and a
man who has personally prosecuted
more than 20 murder cases. His sub-
jects were “Criminal Investigations
and Criminal Code Amendments—
Bill C-250 Regarding Hate Propa-
ganda.”

He pointed out, first of all, that
concealment of an offense may itself
be an offense (and you could almost
hear the hush in the audience consid-
ering recent events in world church-
es). The law demands that offenses
against children, in particular, must
be reported immediately.

Regarding Bill C-250, Mr. Long is
not happy—in concert with most of
his colleagues, it seems. It is still not
properly defined, and is presently
stuck in the Canadian Senate. As a
general principle however, the bill
seeks to make it an indictable offense
for anyone to make statements in a
public place that might incite hatred
against any identifiable group. 

Mr. Long suggested to all present
that it might be wise to avoid public
criticisms of identifiable groups of
any kind, and warned that the old
adage “hate the sin, but not the sin-

ner” may not be adequate in some cir-
cumstances. 

We heard long presentations on the
subjects of church incorporation and
recent changes under the income tax
act. 

Kenneth Goodman, who spoke to
us last year from the Office of the
Public Guardian and Trustee (PGT)
continued his observations this year.
The PGT is, in a manner of speaking,
the public’s watchdog over charities. 

Carl Juneau, of the Personal
Income Tax Division of the Depart-
ment of Finance, also spoke. His
approach was to give us some exam-
ples of high-profile organizations
whose charitable status had been
revoked precisely because they did
not follow the guidelines. Irrespective
of whether or not one applauded the
work involved, rules are rules, and if
people do not shape up (after warn-
ings have been given) then they are
shipped out!

These seminars help us to under-
stand the law better and suggest ways
of operating that are beneficial to the
protection of our congregations. 

Excerpted from the January-
February 2004 United News Canada,
www.unitednewscanada.org/.

Canadian Staff Members Attend Church and the Law Seminar

Philippine Mail Statistics 2002 2003 Percent
Change

Good News magazine (Nov.-Dec. Issue) 5,465 5,545 1.5%
World News & Prophecy (December) 54 161 198%
United News (December) 42 25 -40.7%
Bible Study Course (December) 216 396 83.3%
Internet Requests 1,022 2,293 124.4%
Mail Received 2,798 4,766 70.3%
Mail Sent 7,581 13,263 75%

Canadian Ministerial Services Team:
Robert Berendt, Glen White, Rainer
Salomaa (photo by Edwin van Pelt)
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Minister Plans
Quarterly Visits to
Sabah, Malaysia

Florante Siopan, pastor of the con-
gregations in the Visayas area of central
Philippines reports:

“For the year 2004, we have sched-
uled our visits to Sabah, Malaysia,
every three months making it four times
a year. In Sabah, the brethren meet
every Sabbath for services, where atten-
dance ranges from 15 to 18 including
children. Because of the difficulty in
travel, only six brethren were able to
attend the Feast of Tabernacles in Pun-
ta Villa, Iloilo. God willing, many more
Sabah brethren will come for the Feast
in 2004 to rejoice together with their
brethren.”

Canadian
Attendance Up

The average weekly Sabbath atten-
dance in Canada in 2003 was 2.5 per-
cent higher than it was in 2002. The
average was 521 in 2003 and 509 in
2002.

Holy Day attendance in 2003
(excluding the Feast of Tabernacles and
Last Great Day) was up 9.9 percent over
the previous year. Fifteen baptisms
were conducted in Canada last year.

Deacons Ordained
in Newfoundland

During the Feast in St. John’s, New-
foundland, Sam Parsons and David
Squibb were ordained as deacons for
the Newfoundland area. Before this,
United has had no deacons in the
province. 

Sam Parsons and his wife, Ivy, are
long-time Church members who cur-
rently live in the Clarenville, New-
foundland, area and oversee a small
video group meeting there. David
Squibb lives in the St. John’s area with
his wife, Florence, and daughter, Sarah. 

Both Mr. Squibb and Mr. Parsons are
a great help to the resident elder, David
Smith.

Deacon and
Deaconess Ordained
in Brisbane

Drew and Debbie Efimov were
ordained deacon and deaconess at a
moving ceremony before the Brisbane,
Australia, congregation Nov. 15. Pastor
Bill Bradford explained the biblical
qualifications and roles for deacons and
deaconesses, and said that Drew and
Debbie, by their examples, were
already serving according to these bib-

lical standards. Mr. Bradford explained
that God provided these positions of
service in the Church, not for personal
glory, but so that the ministry may
devote their time and energy to the spir-
itual needs of the brethren, knowing that
the other needs in the congregation
would be well provided for.

Canadian Mail
Statistics
Announced

In 2003, the Canadian office received
a total of 9,743 pieces of mail, surpass-
ing 2002’s total of 7,897 pieces. We
received 1,533 subscription and litera-
ture requests via our Web sites last year.
Somewhat surprising is that we had 820
items of mail returned. That’s 8.4 percent
of the total mail received. Most of the
returns were marked “Moved Address
Unknown.” On a few occasions we
received two pieces of mail returned to
us from the same person. One item was
marked “Deceased” and the other was
marked “Moved Address Unknown.”

The Canadian office distributed
141,533 items of literature in 2003
(11,794 items per month), a healthy
increase over the total of 120,988 in
2003 (10,082 items per month). 

The 10 most popular booklets in
Canada in descending order were: Are
We Living in the Time of the End?, The
Book of Revelation Unveiled, The Mid-
dle East in Bible Prophecy, The United
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy,
Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible
Really Teach?, Holidays or Holy Days:
Does It Matter Which Days We Keep?,
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy,
What Happens After Death?, The Ten
Commandments and The Fundamental
Beliefs of the United Church of God.

Alive Magazine to
Reprint GN Article

The Canadian magazine Alive has
plans to reprint an article by Lynn Mar-
shall about raising healthy children that
previously appeared in the Novem-
ber/December 2002 Good News maga-
zine. Alive plans to run the article in its
September 2004 issue, which deals
with children’s health.

The United Church of God in Cana-
da will also be running a subscription
card in that issue. This will be the third
card we have run in the magazine.

Elder Visits Mumbwa
Kambani Banda, elder in Zambia,

reported on a trip to the Mumbwa area
of Zambia at the end of December. In
Nalubanda about 50 were in attendance
for Sabbath services Dec. 27. Dec. 28
he gave a Bible study in Kasumpa with
about 25 in attendance.

“Our members in this area are having
a lot of trials. The father of Lloyd and
Winter died earlier in the week. Mary
and Armstrong’s house was struck by
lightning and the roof was completely
burnt,” Mr. Banda wrote.

News
At a Glance

International

UCG-Germany is inviting teens and
young adults from the British Isles, Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, Italy, Switzer-
land and Germany to participate in an
international get-together from July 2 to
4,2004. It’s “a great opportunity to make
new friendships or renew old ones with-
in God’s Church in Europe,” read the
invitation from Paul Kieffer,pastor of the
congregations in Germany.

Participants will have the chance to
stay in a windmill. 

This year’s UCG–Germany interna-

tional youth weekend will take place in
the Windmill Wissel, approximately 32
kilometers from Nijmegen,Netherlands,
and 50 kilometers from Krefeld, Ger-
many. The windmill offers nice bed-
rooms and bathrooms, a dining and
game room, as well as an outside area
with a barbecue grill and a volleyball and
basketball court. The beautiful lake Wis-
seler See is located only 400 meters from
the windmill.

Since there are only 32 beds available,
the deadline for registration is June 1.

(Attendance last July was 26.) To regis-
ter, contact:

Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30
15 09, D-53195 Bonn, Germany.

Phone: (0049) 228-9 45 46 36.
Fax: (0049) 228-9 45 46 37.
E-mail: jesmina@compuserve.com

or paul.kieffer@epost.de.
Those who register will receive direc-

tions to the site and more information.
The cost is 20 euros per person for the
house rental. Food and drinks will be
donated by UCG–Germany.  UN

European Teens and Young Adults Invited to
Gather at a Windmill This Summer

Davao Launches Handmade Flower Card Program

by Peter Hawkins

When I accepted Melvin Rhodes’
offer to join him for a 10-day visit to our
ministers in Ghana, it was something of
a leap of faith!

I had lived in South Africa for nearly
30 years, but as I was about to find out,
tropical equatorial Ghana was not a cli-
mate many Europeans would find easy
to live in! On arrival at 8.30 p.m., the air
temperature was around 30 Celsius (85
Fahrenheit). So for the first three days
before traveling to Kumasi 168 miles
inland, walking outside was like being
wrapped in a hot blanket, and any exer-
tion brought streams of perspiration.

While living in South Africa we had
traveled to neighboring countries to vis-
it and speak to members of the Church
of God. Mr. Rhodes felt that I could add
a helpful perspective as I had seen lives
changed in the most testing of circum-
stances.

Ghana was not a community of obvi-
ous friction, although it has had military
coups in the past. In fact, sitting in the
cab as it drove down the main street, I
was amazed at the openly biblical influ-
ence there has been on its society. A con-
siderable number of businesses were
named after Bible characters or after
God’s name, such as “God’s Grace Hair
Salon.” A classic example was the
minibus taxi whose front door could not
close, back hatch was hanging off and
which traveled at an angle as it moved
forward. I think the message painted on
the back was “Jesus is my protector.”No

doubt the passengers were glad!
The main reason for this visit was to

have further discussions with the min-
istry and pastors of the United Church
of God in Ghana. For a number of years
they had operated under the name of
Remnant Church of God and had been
greatly helped by the publications of
Herbert Armstrong. With numbers of
those attending at more than a thousand,
it has been quite a transformation since
their leadership contacted the United
Church of God for guidance after rec-
ognizing that what we teach is faithful
to the Scriptures.

Over the past two years, several min-
isters have visited from the United States
to help ensure doctrinal consistency. Mr.
Rhodes and I were going to answer fur-
ther questions and address how we tra-
ditionally handle Sabbath services. It
was a unique experience for me to attend
the Kumasi congregation of around 80,
many in traditional church attire, and
hear such talented singers provide spe-
cial music. They are enthusiastic and
warm people, and their children are
friendly and quite well-mannered. Nor-
mally they have a one-and-a-half hour
discussion on Bible passages or doc-
trines before services! These are led by
teachers in the congregation and cover
preassigned questions.

In Accra we had an all-day meeting
with the Ghanaian National Council. In
Kumasi, there were two days of meet-
ings with 18 unsalaried elders and anoth-
er full day of meetings with the 12 pas-
tors. We interviewed the elders for

credentialing as ministers of United (the
pastors had been ordained by United in
January 2002). One item we discussed
was how we administer the practice of
tithing. Keep in mind that it is not advis-
able to mail cash in Ghana,and many do
not have bank accounts. So how would
you enable members to handle tithes of
their weekly wages? 

In my first presentation I covered how
our name represents our experience,
character and personality to others. So
when those who were part of the Rem-
nant Church of God became part of the
United Church of God, they now repre-
sent a church that has common charac-
teristics around the world. 

As in Fiji and other areas of the world,
they are gradually translating the hymnal
into Twi,one of their main local dialects. 

As in many African cultures, the
women often have little schooling and
many cannot write or read. The spare
cash goes to putting the boys to as high
a level of education as possible to
increase their earnings once working.
Already the Church in Ghana is finding
ways to improve the literacy of children
and women.

So it was a special trip that was worth
the agony of the yellow fever jab, and
subsequent 12 days waiting for the
effects to wear off. It was worth taking
antimalaria tablets and squashing every
Ghanaian mosquito in sight! It once
again strengthened the confidence we
have that God’s Holy Spirit unites us
across the language and cultural barriers
that exist in today’s divided world.  UN

In an effort to help Church members
help themselves financially, Davao
City, Philippines, pastor Edmond
Macaraeg encouraged the members of
the congregation to start the production
of handmade flower cards. A series of
seminar-workshops was held on Sun-
days beginning Nov. 16 at the
Macaraeg residence. This activity is
envisioned as a home-based livelihood
program for our membership.

The program was first promoted as a
nationwide livelihood church project in
the early 1990s. Members who then
acquired knowledge and experience in
handmade paper production technolo-

gy and skill in the art of flower card pro-
duction have been tapped to assist in the
workshops.

In the midst of a difficult employ-
ment climate for our members—who
may also lack the skills and capital
needed to start up competitive busi-
nesses—Mr. Macaraeg pointed out that
this livelihood program could help alle-
viate their economic difficulties.

Some of the features of this program
are:

• The basic raw materials do not
have to be imported.

• The project does not require expen-
sive specialized equipment or tools.

• Participants in the program can
work in their own homes, at their own
pace and at convenient times. Thus they
do not have to be away from their homes
and children, and they will have no con-
flict with the Sabbath or the Holy Days.

The Davao congregation has already
shipped to the United States an initial
138 handmade flower cards, and pro-
duced the first volume catalog contain-
ing 48 flower card designs. The first
order was sent to the Mortier family in
Wisconsin who had attended the Feast
in the Philippines. UN

This article appeared in the Decem-
ber 2003 United News Philippines.

Ministers From U.K. and U.S. Visit Ghana
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80 Campers Enjoy Winter Camp

Australian Campers Serve South Korean Students, Learn Beatitudes and Much More

One camper summed up the ninth
annual Winter Camp this way, “I have
a new way of looking at my relation-
ship with God. I’ve also made a lot of
amazing friends.”Winter Camp, which
was conducted from Dec. 21 to 25,
encouraged its 80 campers from 16
states to learn more about God, to make
friends and to enjoy a variety of activi-
ties. Since 1995, the United Youth
Camps have offered
teens an opportunity
to learn more about
God’s way of life
and to meet other
teens in a construc-
tive and encouraging
environment.

“The campers had
such positive atti-
tudes and were a joy
to be with,” stated
Winter Camp Direc-
tor Steve Nutzman.
“I wish to thank the entire staff for their
many hours of service and for their ded-
ication,” he added. It was a trouble-free
camp where all campers and staff were
treated with respect and kindness.

The outdoor challenge class, direct-
ed by Ken Kinney, was really out-
standing this year. Each dorm was led
into the woods where they were chal-
lenged to solve a series of obstacles as
a team. It took mental and physical
agility to successfully accomplish each
task. 

During the day, campers enjoyed a
wide range of activities. The usual out-
door favorites were offered, such as
speedaway, capture the flag, floor
hockey and flag football. Indoor activ-
ities included basketball, volleyball,
dance class, game night and indoor
team challenge. A new and unusual
class was offered this year—food class.
Campers were shown a short video on

food safety, then each
dorm created their own
pizza out of a variety of
ingredients. At dinner
that evening, the dorms
enjoyed the fruit of
their labor!

The camp dance is
always a favorite of
campers and staff
alike. Tom Schultz
played quality music
that set the mood for an

enjoyable end of camp evening.
Much to the delight of everyone, it

snowed a little so the campers, espe-
cially those from Florida and Texas,
could experience some real winter
weather. 

One camper felt this way about her
camp experience: “It has made me feel
less alone as a teen in the Church.”
Another added, “It has a great impact—
the staff and campers here are awe-
some!” This is one of
the goals of UYC, to
provide a place for
teens in the Church to
come together and
learn that God’s way of
life really does work.

A solid core of Chris-
tian Living classes each
day gave a lot of spiritu-

al food. A 30-
minute “Com-
pass Check”
class in the
morning began
the campers’
day. A leader-
ship class was
presented by

Rochester, Minnesota, pastor, Steve
Myers. Gary Black, pastor in St. Paul,
Minnesota, spoke to the male campers
on showing respect to others. Melania
Nutzman and Gale Black led a discus-
sion for the girls on the Proverbs 31
woman. 

In addition, two question-and-
answer sessions gave campers a
chance to ask the ministry various
Bible and Christian living questions.

Many campers listed the Christian
Living classes as the most helpful part
of their camp experience. One camper
commented, “I have never been this
close to God. It [camp] has shown me
that the Kingdom is coming. I am
really thankful that I can be a part of
it.”

As camp closed on the last morning,
many campers exchanged e-mail
addresses and said their fond good-
byes. The campers and staff were truly
blessed this year because they experi-
enced an environment full of coopera-
tion, respect, focus, unity and cama-
raderie. Winter Camp 2004 will be held
from Dec. 22 to 26 at the same facility
in southern Wisconsin. We hope to see
you there!

Steve Nutzman

Flag football and floor hockey are among the many
activities at Winter Camp. Fun, food and fellowship
also played a big part in the camp experience

From Friday, Dec. 19, until Sunday,
Dec. 28, 51 campers and 17 staff mem-
bers attended summer camp at the
Heathcote Scout Camp on the southern
most outskirts of Sydney. This was a
new camp site,which was on the edge of
National Parks and Australian bush. This
year we had 15 young people who had
not attended our summer camp before,
including a brother and sister from Sin-
gapore.

Each day began with Christian Liv-
ing. The campers were divided into their
age groups and this year we covered the
beatitudes from Matthew 5. The instruc-
tors, Steve Clark, Drew Efimov and
Bruce Dean, each covered two of the
beatitudes and presented it to each age
group. 

For the Sabbath a boy and girl were
given the job of coordinating all aspects
of services, including hymns, opening
and closing prayers, flowers, set-up, spe-
cial music and afternoon tea. On the first
Sabbath Joshua Barton, 18, from Bris-
bane,presented the sermonette on show-
ing random acts of kindness. Martin
Smiley,12, from Melbourne, led hymns
and the sermon was given by Steve
Clark. Mr. Clark covered the first beati-

tude, “the poor in spirit.” On the second
Sabbath David Fawcett, 16, from Bris-
bane, led songs with Daniel Bouras, 18,
from Melbourne,giving a sermonette on
being a light, especially after going
home from camp. Bruce Dean gave the
sermon on how to make right choices in
life and how we can continue to grow
and change through life.

Activities this year included a 20-kilo-
meter (12-mile) mountain bike hike and
an 18-kilometer (11-mile)
hike over some pretty tough
terrain, which culminated
with swimming in some bush
rock pools. Other activities
were soccer, dance, making
tribal bead jewelry,using row-
boats and canoes, speaking
clubs, a skit night, indoor
cricket and netball. Most
campers found the activities a
little more physically chal-
lenging than in previous years.

As a service project this year we
hosted 13 young students from South
Korea. Their teacher had found our
camp on the Web and had made con-
tact with Bruce Dean. He invited their
13 students to attend a day’s activities.

Our young people did a marvelous job
in hosting these students for the day.
Their teacher continually remarked on
how wonderful our teens were.

In summary,here is a sample of some
of the camper comments:

“Even though I have had more cuts
and bruises and harder times and chal-
lenges this year, I feel like camp is help-
ing me grow and become a better per-
son.”

“I obtained a better understanding of
how others perceive and understand the
Bible, putting this into action and
improving my own knowledge and rela-
tions.”

“I found the physical challenges dif-

ficult but I overcame them by praying to
God to give me strength and endurance
to finish them.”

“I found that I have the ability to do
whatever I want to do with effort and
resilience, e.g., hike, mountain bikes,

canoe [and] also to
learn more about
God and His
ways.”

“Another per-
sonal highlight for
me was my realiza-
tion of just how
beautiful on the
inside some people
are, and it made my

camp knowing that there is hope in the
youth.”

“One of my personal challenges was
to involve myself more socially. I tried to
face this by participating in conversa-
tions and answering more questions in
Christian Living classes.”

Overall it is very exciting to see the
growth in the young people attending
camp. We would always be happy to
have young people from overseas join
us for our summer camp in Australia. 

Bruce Dean

Campers in Australia enjoyed the beach and participated
in soccer (indoors) and Christian Living classes
(outdoors) among many other activities
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Argentina Hosts Campers From Chile, Bolivia and U.S.
The youth camp in the South Cone

of America began on Wednesday,
Dec. 24, in the same hotel we have
had the Feast of Tabernacles for the
last two years.

This year we had a record atten-
dance of 92 youngsters. From those,

74 were from Chile, 16 from Argenti-
na, one from Bolivia and one from the
United States. There were also eight
adults helping with the different activ-
ities. Three children were also there
for a total of 103 people at camp.

During the seven days the camp
lasted, we had several activities which
made every day an exciting one. Our
days began with breakfast at 9 a.m.
The next hour was called “Remember
Your Creator.” In this hour we were
asked to pray and study the book of
Proverbs. We could ask questions
about our reading during the time of
the Bible study. 

We had a Bible study every day giv-
en by Saul Langarica, the minister and
coordinator for the camp, and the dea-
cons Alfredo Arboleas and Gerardo
Roig. After the Bible study we had an
hour to go swimming, which made the
day “cooler” in the high temperatures

of summer in this part of the world.
After having lunch all together, we

had the much needed “siesta time.” In
the afternoon we had first an hour of
mini-conferences given by the
campers. We heard six of them each
day. In these short speeches, the

campers could speak on a
subject of their interest. These
helped us get to know each
other better. The speakers all
expressed themselves freely
and sincerely. This section of
the camp was very successful
and brought the whole group
together as never before. We
adults had a better under-
standing of
their likes,
dislikes and
worries. We
better under-
stood the

subjects we need to
work on this coming
year.

Later each day we
had time for sports.
We left the sports for
late afternoon to pro-
tect the campers from
getting sunburned.
After sports, there
came swimming time
again. After dinner there were some
informal activities. We had a dance,
an evening just to look at the stars and
talk, two special dinners and an
evening of fun with a mini-talent
show. We also had a day to visit the
zoo of the city, which was very infor-
mative and interesting. 

Temperatures at the beginning of
the camp were hot, but after the third
day, God must have intervened to give
us comfortable weather. 

On one of the evenings after dinner
we were all sitting down on the grass
just talking when we began to watch
a big electric storm, with lighting
everywhere and no rain! It was a fab-
ulous spectacle for all of us. We felt
God wanted to say to us, “Hey, guys
and girls, I am looking at you and am
pleased you are a part of My Church.
I am happy you are trying your best
to be with Me in this crazy world.”

The sad day came when we had to

go. That day several of us shed tears.
We got so close to one another and
just the thought of not seeing some of
our friends for another year was diffi-
cult. On the other hand, there was
happiness because of the long-term
friendships we all built during these
seven days of camp.

At the time of departure from the
hotel there were only comments of
gratitude to God for the great bless-
ing of having these camps and for

being in the Church of God among
youth who want to go against the
stream of this world. We had a lot of
fellowship, happiness and specific
instruction that was very valuable for
our future.

The facilities, the food, the cama-
raderie, the fun and the instruction
were a big blessing for all. We are now
beginning to count the days until the
next camp in December 2004!

Daniel Sepulveda

about “preparing a people” than
“preaching the gospel”?

• Isn’t the time of preaching the
gospel almost over?

• What are some of the main reasons
for considering a home office video stu-
dio?

Important Factors
There are several factors to consider

with regards to a video recording studio
for the Church. Here at the home office
we do not have a dedicated area for
video recording and production. We do
have a video editing room, but it is
small and full of editing equipment for
producing our sermon tapes and other
educational videos.

One of the main reasons we could
use a video studio is to take advantage
of the increasing capabilities of the
Internet. As you have probably read, the
Internet and television are converging
in many ways—with many users
accessing television programs on the
Internet, and vice-a-versa. The Internet
is a very cost-effective medium that we
want to capitalize upon as much as pos-

sible. With broadband technology now
available to the average consumer, and
with a second version of the Internet on
the horizon (with speeds hundreds of
times faster than we currently have
available), it is important that we work
diligently to use these tools to the max-
imum. Our lowest costs per response
from our listeners and readers come via
our Web sites on the Internet.

Costs
Having a video recording environ-

ment will enable us to provide content
for a 24/7/365 video/TV Web site with
commentaries and programs on all
kinds of subjects, as they relate to the
gospel of the Kingdom of God. In addi-
tion, timely commentaries, even at a
moment’s notice of breaking news, can
be uploaded to the Web immediately.
Once programming is completed, it can
be made available to the public around
the entire world at virtually no cost to
the Church. 

Yes, there are some initial start-up
costs to construct the studio environ-
ment, but this is essentially a one-time
cost and really not all that expensive in
the long run. However, we’re still not

sure that we will be able to fit con-
struction costs into the 2004-2005 bud-
get. Our budget will be very tight.

As well as using the Internet, we
could also continue to take advantage
of free community television, similar
to the way two of our congregations
presently do. The current cost per
response from the two locally produced
TV programs in Beloit,Wisconsin, and
Portland, Oregon, is very good—sim-
ply because the airtime is free or only
costs a few dollars. Some of the staff
and volunteers working with these
existing programs will marshal their
efforts to help with the new program-
ming. The Church can do much more to
take advantage of free cable-access
channels and, in addition to the Inter-
net, can preach the gospel very cost
effectively. 

Please note that we are not looking
to secure expensive broadcast televi-
sion time slots. We are planning to
build upon the foundation, experience
and skill of those men who have
already been involved in video pro-
duction at various levels over the past
8 to 10 years. There is so much more
that we could be doing without a huge

budget. Building a fine studio today
costs 20 percent of what it did just 10
years ago!

Tools in Our Belt
We must continue to preach the

gospel until Christ returns. This will be
one more item in our “tool belt” of
gospel-preaching methods. We must be
about our Father’s business—both in
preparing the brethren and preaching
the gospel. 

The time of reaping large amounts of
people may not have yet passed. We
would agree that the job today is as dif-
ficult as it has ever been, if not more so.
The ground upon which we are sowing
seed certainly seems dry and stony at
present. However, at the right moment,
perhaps in a time of national or person-
al crisis, people will know where to turn
for help because of the Church’s efforts. 

We are seeing growth, although not
in fantastic figures, but growth of
around 4 to 6 percent a year in both
income and membership. Time will
tell, but we believe that the seeds we are
sowing will germinate and bear fruit at
the appropriate time. We must contin-
ue to do our part to follow Christ’s com-

mands that He gave us in His final
words on this earth. Video production
for the World Wide Web is just one
more way to do this.

Some are concerned about throwing
a lot of money at preaching the gospel
to the world. We believe that we should
allocate as many resources as possible
in this regard. We have been called to
do more than save our own skins and
receive personal salvation. We have
been given a job to do! 

Through careful allocation of budget
and resources, adding a video recording
studio to our capabilities is a good and
necessary step if we are to keep up with
technology and the job at hand. We are
not talking about spending a large por-
tion of our budget on this project—per-
haps 3 to 5 percent of the media depart-
ment budget. This is very reasonable.

May God continue to bless the vari-
ous efforts of His people to take care of
Christ’s flock and preach the gospel of
the Kingdom. The United Church of
God, an International Association,
takes this mandate very seriously!
Please continue to pray for the
resources to become available to
accomplish God’s will. UN

“Studio,” continued from page 1

A record 92
campers
attended the
summer camp
in Mendoza,
Argentina, this
year. One
activity was a
trip to the zoo,
left (photos by
Susan Paine)
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Take Action! Your Life May Depend on It

Breaking the Cycle of Abuse
■  Abuse statistics are
appalling, but many who
are being abused never
report it. How can we break
the vicious cycle and
experience God’s divine
intervention and healing
from abuse?
by John W. Cafourek

“I feel totally betrayed, and I do not
know what to do! At this point I just
can’t seem to forgive my abuser . . .
there has been no apology and no
admission of wrongdoing . . . All of this
is affecting my spiritual life, my abili-
ty to take the Passover . . . I also cannot
find any peace, nor am I able to really
forgive myself . . .”

Abuse is an extremely painful reali-
ty in our world today. Statistics regard-
ing abuse, as shocking and appalling as
they may be, give an incomplete pic-
ture. Much abuse is never reported, for
a variety of reasons. Meanwhile, the
normalizing and even glorifying of vio-
lence by the media further exacerbates
the problem. Within some families, this
growing violence has now resulted in
the spawning of multigenerational
cycles of abuse. 

How can we break the vicious cycle
of abuse? The process of healing from
abuse involves a number of vital steps,
some of which are primarily spiritual.
As a result, God’s people have the
opportunity to access a marvelous addi-
tional blessing—experiencing God’s
divine intervention and healing from
abuse. 

Begin With Repentance
and Forgiveness

“I tell you, no; but unless you repent
you will all likewise perish” (Luke
13:3). Jesus taught repentance as an
individual responsibility and require-

ment before God. But how should we
respond to abuse when the perpetrator
professes to be repentant? Many vic-
tims of abuse have wrestled with this
enigma.

It is difficult, if not impossible, to
break the cycle of abuse and to really
progress through the healing process
without understanding how repentance
and forgiveness interact. Let’s be sure
we understand that, unmistakably,
Jesus Christ teaches us to forgive oth-
ers. “For if you forgive men their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive
men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses”
(Matthew 6:14-15).

How should we apply this instruc-
tion when abuse has been perpetrated?
Notice the common misconception evi-
denced in the following example. “‘He
broke my arm, and then I had to get
right back into bed with him,’grieved a
woman whose faith community had
forced her into a premature reconcilia-
tion with her husband. Too often Chris-
tians demand that others forgive imme-
diately, before it is appropriate or
advisable, before there can be adequate
contrition, reflection or amelioration”
(No Place for Abuse, page 113).

The Bible certainly does instruct us
to forgive. However, it does not insist
that we return to the abusive circum-
stances that occasioned the offense in
the first place. Forgiveness does not
necessarily imply or require reconcili-
ation. Especially in the case of domes-
tic violence, reconciling may throw
open the door to continued abuse. This
can unwittingly encourage the contin-
uation, the frequency and even the
severity of the abuse.

“In the healing process, we need to
be clear-sighted enough to understand
the responsibility of the person who
wronged us. If we are partially at fault,
that must be acknowledged; but ulti-
mately we must also understand what is

not our fault and not our responsibility.
If we are confused about responsibili-
ty, we will probably continue to harbor
vengeful feelings” (No Place for Abuse,
page 114).

What Forgiveness Is Not
• Forgiveness is not condoning or

pardoning harmful behavior, which is
sin.

• Forgiveness is not healing the
wound lightly, saying “peace, peace”
when there is no peace.

• Forgiveness is not an expectation
of any degree of future relationship
with the person who has perpetrated the
abuse.

What Forgiveness Is
Aphiemi, the main New Testament

Greek word translated “forgive,” means
to put something away, set it free, as
well as to put one thing aside in order
to move on to something else. Forgive-
ness involves the putting away of anger
toward another, putting it aside so that
it no longer controls our lives. 

Our part in forgiving certainly
includes being willing to put the matter
in God’s hands and to pray for His will
to be done. As Paul wrote, “Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). The mind of
Christ in us has the awesome power to
grant us true peace of mind. We are
assured that “the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 4:7).

The Path to Healing
“The healing path is not a jaunt in

the park. It is a life-rattling, heart-
revealing journey that takes us through
danger, harm, heartache—and ulti-
mately to new trust, profound hope,
and a love that can’t be scorched by
assault or destroyed by loss. The heal-
ing path is glorious, but the only way
we will stay on course and resist the

temptation to flee to safer ground is by
comprehending more deeply the
assaults and losses we will face on our
journey. In the desert and valley we
will pass through the dangers of
betrayal, powerlessness, and ambiva-
lence. These three realities will pull
faith, hope, and love right out from
under us if we are not ready for them”
(The Healing Path, page 23).

The road to recovery from abuse is
generally long, difficult and at times
treacherous. This path may meander in
and out of darkness and light, confu-
sion and clarity, with loss tempered by
gain and progress, and residual
heartache countered by healing and
restoration. Working through the times
of grief, anger, rage, sadness, despair
and depression is an important part of
the process. Don’t use the recovery
process as an entitlement or excuse for
needlessly indulging these negative
emotions. Spending years regurgitating
these emotions can turn the road to
recovery into a never-ending treadmill.

“And we know that all things work
together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose” (Romans
8:28). This familiar Bible verse can
strengthen our faith, our hope and our
love as we continue to look to God for
His healing in our lives. Certainly, we
can implore God for His divine heal-
ing, requesting anointing and asking
God to remove the pain and anger and

to give us comfort, understanding and
strength through His Spirit. 

With this strong spiritual foundation,
we can and must move forward. As
Paul wrote, “Brethren, I do not count
myself to have apprehended; but one
thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead, I press
toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 3:13-14).

God expects us to call upon Him for
His intervention and deliverance in our
lives. Be sure to read the accompanying
article on taking action in your life. And
remember, God’s love is powerful
enough to see us through any and all
difficulties we face in this life. 

“What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? . . . Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall tribula-
tion, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? . . . Yet in all these things we are
more than conquerors through Him
who loved us” (Romans 8:31, 35, 37).

Resources
Dan B. Allender, Ph.D., The Healing

Path, Waterbrook Press, 1999.
Catherine Clark Kroeger and Nancy

Nason-Clark, No Place for Abuse: Bib-
lical & Practical Resources to Coun-
teract Domestic Violence, InterVarsity
Press, 2001. UN

■ Where abuse is
concerned, inaction could
be deadly.
by Janet Treadway

Awakened in the middle of the
night by screams of terror, I ran to
my bedroom window and knelt down
and began praying in earnest. I was
pleading with God to intervene, to
stop the terror, the terror that was
going on right across the hall. I had
done this many times before after
awakening to the screams of my
mother, begging for my father to stop

hitting her. Each time I would get on
my knees, asking God to please stop
him somehow.

I was only a young teenager
when all the terror started. I was
able to escape such violence when
I was a small child because I was
raised in foster care. I had never
experienced such violence until I
was returned back to my real par-
ents at age 14. 

It did not start out that way though.
I can still remember the thrill of see-
ing my father for the very first time
after being away so very long. How
proud I was that this was my dad, my
real dad that I had longed for all my

childhood. He would protect me
now, and I would never have to leave
again. I felt safe in his arms when he
reached out to hug me for the very
first time, but the joy of that first
meeting was not to last.

After a few short weeks of great
joy and security, this man, my dad,
changed. Who was this man who
replaced my dad? My dad was no
longer my protector but turned out to
be a raging volcano. This was not the
man I dreamed of all my childhood,
who would love me, take care of me
and keep me safe. We never knew
when the rage within him would
erupt, and someone in our family

would be at the other end of that
eruption. I could relate to children
who live in a country during
wartime—the fear they must feel,
waiting for the next bomb to go off
around them. That is how I felt, not
knowing when the next bomb would
explode in our home. The difference
between the children of war and me
was that the enemy was my father.

I prayed every day and asked God
for protection, asking God to help
our family and intervene, to some-
how change my father, make him
loving and kind so that he would not
hurt us anymore. But the violence
continued on for several more years.

Many times I was the victim of his
violence, and I thought many times
that I would not live through the
beatings. I wondered many times
why God did not intervene and stop
all of this terror? Perhaps it was my
fault that God did not intervene and
answer my prayers. Why wouldn’t
God answer my plea for help?

I felt trapped, very alone and had
even given up at one point in my life.
I thought I would die in this situation
and even wanted to at times. I just
simply gave up and felt that this
could not be solved. 

Have you ever been in a situation
where you felt your problems could
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not be solved, that God was not hear-
ing your prayers?

All of us face trials in our lives that
really make us feel that they are not
solvable. We may feel God is not
hearing us and that we will stay in
this trial forever. But does God
require more out of us than just
prayer? Or do we look at God as a
Superman, coming on the scene to
intervene and save us. If He doesn’t,
we feel forgotten and forsaken. Does
God forget you and turn His back?
Did God forget me?

My Escape
My prayers did get answered sev-

eral years later. The answer came
when I stepped out and took action. 

My father was in one of his rages
and this time I knew I was in grave
danger, with my very life being
threatened by his explosive anger. If
I were to save my life, I realized that
I must act—and act quickly.

One morning while my mother
and dad were asleep, I packed a few
clothes and fled my home. By this
time I was legally an adult, but it was
like I was in an trap, and I was
unprepared to leave. I ended up at a
bus station. There was a minister I
had once talked to who lived in
Chattanooga. I thought if I could get
there, then perhaps he could help
me. 

I went to the ladies room and
poured my heart out to God. I told
God that I was trying, that I took the
step to leave, but I could not do it on
my own. I didn’t have the money for
the ticket, and the people I had asked
for help at the bus station had said no.
I had to have His help! 

Thankfully God protected me
from the predators who often lurk in
such places, ready to prey on help-
less teens. When I left the restroom,
there stood waiting for me a man
who handed me the money I needed
to get to Chattanooga. Then more
people began to give me money.
Answered prayer! You bet! God
heard my plea and intervened. 

I purchased my ticket and got on
the bus headed for Chattanooga. I
should have been terrified of getting
on that bus, but I only felt an over-
whelming sense of peace for the
first time since I was 14. All the fear
that I lived with for so long was
gone. I had no idea what lay ahead
for me, no home to call my own, and
I was going into a strange city, but I

knew God was helping me, and it
gave me peace. I was on my way to
freedom.

I called the pastor when I arrived.
He sent a family to pick me up and
take me into their home until I could
get on my feet. God gave me a fresh
start and brought me out of a terrible
situation. That day will always be
etched into my mind as the day God
parted my Red Sea.

Why did God wait so long to
answer my prayer? Four years was a
long time to endure such violence!
Why did He allow me to go through
so much before helping me? I asked
myself this over and over again. 

Then years later I understood it.
He did not intervene until I took
action! Sometimes we have to take
action, then God will help us. It takes
faith and courage on our part to take
that first step in solving our prob-
lems. Once we take it, God is there to
help us through the problem.

Abuse Can Lead to
Death!

It is sad to know that one quarter of
all murders in the United States take
place within the family. Surveys of
American couples show that 20 to 50
percent have suffered violence regu-
larly in their marriages. The records
indicate that between 2 and 4 million
incidents of domestic violence occur
every single year. Wife abuse is one
kind of family violence that proba-
bly occurs far more often than most
people imagine. The tragedy is that
many women suffer this abuse for
years without getting help.

Most injuries occur to the head and
neck, in addition to bruises, strangle
marks, black eyes and split lips. The
results include eye damage, fractured
jaws, broken noses and permanent
hearing loss. Assaults to the trunk of
the body are almost as common and
produce broken collarbones, bruised
and broken ribs, fractured tailbones,
internal hemorrhaging and lacerated
livers.

Once wife beating occurs, it is
likely to happen again and again,
with the violence getting worse over
time. Children are abused as well.
My mother and I would receive beat-
ings at least once a week. I lived in
fear every day. I feared for my moth-
er; I feared for my own life.

If you are in this situation, you do
not have to stay trapped like I did.
Why did we stay? Why do countless

women continue to suffer abuse at
the hands of a man? 

Why Do Women Stay in
an Abusive Situation?

• Change—I thought I could
change him. I thought if I tried hard-
er, my father would not go into his
rage, and he would not hurt my moth-
er or me. I tried very hard to please
him by good behavior. I thought that
he might love me. It did not work.

• Isolation—I felt alone and
trapped and that there was no one to
help me. I was too fearful to talk to
anyone. I felt if my father found out,
he would kill me. He even took me
out of school in ninth grade, which
only isolated me more. Most abusers
will isolate their victims. 

• Guilt—I felt that perhaps I
deserved it, that it was my fault.
Abusers will lay the guilt on others to
keep from facing their own guilt.

• Fear—I was fearful for my life.
If I ran away, he would find me and
kill me.

• Support—I had no money or
means of caring for myself. I was
only a teenager. Many women in that
same situation feel trapped for lack
of funds or marketable skills.

• Shame—I was ashamed that this
was happening to me.

• Love—I still loved my father
and needed his love.

I learned many years later that
women in abusive situations gener-
ally experience similar feelings.
Their self-esteem is totally shat-
tered as mine was. It would take
years to restore a proper respect for
myself through the power of God’s
healing.

My mother reasoned that she
should never divorce, and my father
convinced her that she was to submit.
My mother also reasoned that as long
as my father was “pleased to dwell”
with her, she should not leave. 

“Pleased to dwell”—what does it
mean? Does God require a woman to
submit to continuous beatings? Not
the loving God I have come to know.
(See the sidebar, “Pleased to Dwell,”
below.)

Christ Took Abuse for
You So You Can Live for
Eternity!

Christ humbled Himself, came to
this earth to give His life for you and
me. He took blows and beatings that
we might live! He shed His blood for
you and me that we might have eter-
nal life. My mother and I did not
understand that God did not wish us
to be punching bags. We did not
know what it meant to be cherished
and loved, loved in the way that God
loves us. So then, why would God
expect any woman to stay in a situa-
tion like that when He so willingly
gave His life for us so we might live?
Christ can relate to our suffering. He
took the abuse for us!

There are countless women living
with an abusive man today who do
not understand what true love is.
Did my father love me like God
does? Did my father love my moth-
er? Did my father protect her, cher-
ish her and, if necessary, would he
have given his life for her and me as
God did? Would your abuser be
willing to take the blows the way
that Christ did for you? Does God
understand what you are going
through? You bet He does because
He has been there!

Satan Works Through
Inaction!

Satan works through inaction,
whether it is through neglect of
prayer and Bible study or avoiding
solving our problems. We give Satan
greater power to destroy us through
inaction. Satan gets a stronghold on
our lives and takes us captive when
we are inactive. We fall into a state
of despair, feeling hopeless and
abandoned by God. This is how
Satan wants us to feel—to give up
and lose hope! I lost hope through
inaction.  

One of my greatest heroes in the
Bible is King David. He also had to
take action. He prayed and with
courage fought lions, bears and the
giant, Goliath. Everyone else was too
afraid to take action and fight this
giant. David may have felt that same

fear, but to end the trial, he had to do
more than pray about it. He had to
take action! I, like David, had to take
action. My situation was not solved
as long as I was inactive.

When I took that first step to solve
my problem, then God held out His
hand, took mine in His, and helped
me along the way. Everything began
to fall into place. Now, years later,
my father has since died, but I am
still very thankful that I escaped
when I did.

Take Action!
Too many women give up and suf-

fer needlessly. This brings trauma
upon the children as well. Women
need the courage to take the first step
and the faith to know that God will
help them.

If you are in an abusive situation,
you have to pray about it, and then
you have to take action! The abuse
generally doesn’t gets better. It only
gets worse with time. You must
realize that your children are in
danger emotionally as well as phys-
ically. They will have scars they
will carry with them for the rest of
their lives. Do not convince your-
self that you are staying for the chil-
dren’s sake.

Violence against women, children
and even men presents a real danger
in many homes. All writers and
authorities advise those in abusive
relationships to take whatever steps
are necessary to protect their own
safety along with that of their chil-
dren. Trust your instincts and avoid
dangerous situations. 

For advice on where to obtain
legal or other professional services
in your area, contact your minister
or local women’s shelters, law
enforcement agencies or other suit-
able agencies or professionals.
Women’s shelters and other profes-
sionals can also give advice for spe-
cific cases and information regard-
ing local laws to people helping
those who are abused.

For more specific actions to take,
see the sidebar “Steps That Can Save
Your Life!” UN

Here are some steps you can take
to free yourself and your children
from abuse.

• Ask God for help. Psalm 9:9 says,
“The LORD also will be a refuge for the
oppressed. A refuge in times of trou-
ble.” Refuge means protection or shel-
ter, sanctuary, anything to which one
may turn for help. God, our refuge,
helped me, and He will help you.

• Seek wise counsel. What you
need to do and the action you need to
take are some of the most important
decisions you will ever make. God’s
ministers are available to help you
make wise decisions. Proverbs 2:10-
12 reminds us, “When wisdom
enters your heart, and knowledge is
pleasant to your soul, discretion will
preserve you; understanding will

keep you, to deliver you from the
way of evil.”

• Talk to a friend, minister or fam-
ily member who can help. Do not be
ashamed! It is not your fault that
your spouse cannot control his
anger! 

• Leave! There are emergency
shelters in all major cities that will
take you and your children. Search
on the Internet for resources.

• Call the police.
If you are a child or teen, and a

parent is abusing you, talk to some-
one. It is not your fault! The abuse
will not stop until you get help. No
one has a right to touch you where
you are uncomfortable or beat you.
Parents who love you and want the
best for you will correct you out of

love, not out of rage. Correction
from a loving parent should not leave
you ashamed or in constant fear.

Remember, God will see you
through and help you every step of
the way. So take action, get help!
Your life and your children’s lives
may depend on it. Mine did!

Additional Resources: 
The hotline for domestic violence

in the United States is 1-800-799-
7233. They can refer you to women’s
shelters and other services in your
area. 

Use the Internet and search on
“violence against women” in the var-
ious search engines to find informa-
tion in the United States and other
countries.

The following explanation is from
the United Church of God’s Statement
of Belief on “Divorce and Remarriage”
(see www.ucg.org/papers):

“Only the following two reasons
can (but do not necessarily have to)
dissolve a marriage in which a
believer is involved.

“• porneia, or sexual immorality.
This would include in the broader
sense all cases of sexual deviancy,
adultery being an example. The
implication is habitual sexual mis-
conduct, but is not limited to this.

“• Not pleased to dwell. Paul
explains in the book of 1 Corinthians
that if an unbeliever is not pleased to
dwell and departs that a Christian is not
‘under bondage.’ An individual may
express his/her displeasure in a number
of ways—habitualmisconduct such as
immorality (refers back to implications
of porneia), criminality, addictive
behaviors, abuse, desertion or willful
failure to provide physical support (1
Timothy 5:8). In such cases it may be
appropriate for the ‘believer’to initiate
the proceedings.”

Steps That Can Save Your Life!

“Pleased to Dwell”
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■ What can we learn from a
tree? A lot when it’s a tree of
life.
by James D. Cannon

When I was a little boy, around age 7
to age 9, I loved to climb up into a large
oak tree in our side yard behind the vic-
tory garden (World War II) and see how
far up I could climb before the tree
branches got too small. I would sit up in
that tree and look around and feel like
the king of the world.

I liked to carve my initials in this tree
as high as I could climb and reach so
everyone who climbed up there in the
future would know I was up that high.

I never climbed out onto the thin twig-
gy limbs because I knew those little
branches could not support me. If I dared
to climb onto them, they would very
likely break and I would fall out of the
tree and get severely hurt.

Once or twice I was up in the tree and
a strong wind would blow through and
I would hang on to the trunk of that tree
with all my might until the wind would
die down.

Perhaps many of you reading this arti-
cle have done the same as a child.

Do you know that God’s way of life
is very much like climbing up into a
large sturdy oak tree? And just as the oak
trees I used to climb as a young boy were
safest when I was holding on to the
trunk,we are also the safest when we are
holding on to the trunk of the tree—the
tree of life—and God’s way of life.

Let’s take a look at the trunk of the
tree and understand what God means
when He tells us to “lay hold on eternal
life” and the very trunk of the tree so we
will always stay out of the twigs that can
take up our precious time and lead us
into areas where we could fall out and
get severely hurt (1 Timothy 6:12).

We will see that a strong, sturdy tree
is a representation of something that

God wants each one of us to become—
like a strong, sturdy oak tree that is
healthy and not cluttered with a lot of
twigs and weak branches.

It’s interesting to note that there are
many references to trees in the Bible as
examples of security, safety and good
spiritual health.

Psalm 1 is a good example of a strong,
sturdy tree representing a person of God
that is on the right track and on the
straight and narrow road that leads to
eternal life. “He shall be like a tree plant-
ed by the rivers of water, that brings forth
its fruit in its season, whose leaf also
shall not wither; and whatever he does
shall prosper” (Psalm 1:3).

In this psalm we receive many clues
regarding the makeup of a sturdy,
healthy tree. This tree is healthy
because it has been planted in a good
area to receive the proper nourishment
it needs to withstand the adverse con-
ditions it may encounter during its life.
It’s planted by channels of water so it
can thrive from the minerals and mois-
ture it needs from this close water
source. 

We too must be nourished daily and
renewed spiritually daily by the living
waters of God’s Holy Spirit. We must
remain close to God and Jesus Christ,
the source of this nourishment in order
to maintain a constant flow of the Holy
Spirit day and night. “He who believes
in Me as the Scripture has said, out of
his heart will flow rivers of living
water” (John 7:38). And in 2 Corinthi-
ans 4:16 it says, “Even though our out-
ward man is perishing, yet the inward
man is being renewed day by day.”

Just what makes up the trunk of the
tree—in this case the trunk of the tree
of life? Here are four of the fibers that
make up this trunk for you to consid-
er.

Trusting in God Always
One of the first fibers of the trunk of

this tree is the fiber of trusting in God

always and for everything. One of the
character traits that made David  “a man
after God’s own heart” was his faithful
trust in God.

Look at Jeremiah 17:7-8: “Blessed is
the man who trusts in the LORD, and
whose hope is in the LORD. For he shall
be like a tree planted by the waters,
which spreads out its roots by the river,
and will not fear when heat comes; but
its leaf will be green,and will not be anx-
ious in the year of drought,nor will cease
from yielding fruit.”

When we trust God with our whole
heart, we have already become close to
God through daily prayer, Bible study,
meditation and regular fasting. We have
grown to know and understand His love
and power and we are yielded to Him
and we cast all our cares on Him daily (1
Peter 5:6-7). Then God can bless and
guide us in His ways so we can prosper
according to His will for us. 

When we grow to trust God, we are
totally dependent on Him for everything
(Psalm 18:1-3).

Godly Wisdom
A second important fiber in this tree’s

trunk is wisdom. This godly wisdom
comes from God to us through His Holy
Spirit when we recognize that we des-
perately need it. It comes to us when we
ask Him for it so we can better serve oth-
ers as well as ourselves.

“Happy is the man who finds wis-
dom . . . She is a tree of life to those who
take hold of her, and happy are all who
retain her” (Proverbs 3:13, 18). 

Wisdom can also diminish and leave
us, as in the case of Solomon. When
Solomon was small in his own eyes, he
prayed for wisdom to enable him to
serve God’s people and to advise them
properly (1 Kings 3:1-15). Later in
Solomon’s life, when he became too
big in his own eyes, some of the wis-
dom God gave him left and he went
after other gods and consorted with his
300 wives and 700 concubines. 

God’s Commandments
Understanding and keeping God’s

Commandments makes up another huge
portion of the fiber in the trunk of this
tree. Proverbs 11:30 says, “The fruit of
the righteous is a tree of life, and he who
wins souls is wise” (compare Psalm
119:172).

When we are consistently striving
daily to keep God’s Commandments,
we grow in bearing the fruit of God’s
Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23. Our
personal examples then shine as lights
in this world of darkness, not in a self-
righteous way, but in a humble, godly
way of never compromising with God’s
way of life and of not conforming to this
world’s ways.

A Wholesome Tongue
Another important fiber in the trunk

of this tree is a clean, truthful and whole-

some tongue. “A wholesome tongue is a
tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks
the spirit” (Proverbs 15:4).

When we are clinging to the trunk of
the tree of life, our words are clean and
pure, not corrupt and filthy. We do not
spread rumors, true or otherwise, we do
not gossip, and we do not lie (James 3:1-
12). We strive daily to be “swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath” (James
1:19). We make sure we obtain the facts
and both sides of a story before we make
a judgment or determine a course of
action (Proverbs 18:13).

These are just some of the main mate-
rials that make up the trunk of the tree.
Let’s stay out of the twigs and let’s
always cling to the trunk of God’s tree
where it’s safe, so we never fall out and
get hurt or lose our life.  UN

James D. Cannon is a deacon in West
Palm Beach, Florida.

The Trunk of the Tree

It’s interesting to note that there are many references to trees in the Bible
as examples of security, safety and good spiritual health.

The Christian Marathon
by Harris Hlazo

The Christian life is like a race, with
each running on his or her own track,
not competing against each other. This
race is not a short one to show who is
swiftest, but is like a marathon that tests
a person’s endurance (Hebrews 12:1).

I was not an athlete in school, but one
day I decided to try a marathon with
many fellow students.

In a marathon, when the going gets
tough, the body wants to stop, but you
urge it on. The legs say they cannot take
it anymore, but you tell them they can.
The lungs say they are not getting
enough oxygen, but you tell them there
is plenty in the air and open your mouth
wider to suck it in. Only one thing
keeps your body going—you!

In a marathon the destination is the
finish line and the reward is a trophy for
the victor. In the Christian race, the des-

tination is the Kingdom of God and the
reward is eternal life for all who endure
to the end. “And let us not grow weary
while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart [faint,
KJV]” (Galatians 6:9).

How can we make sure we finish the
race? We can be sure we will have help.
Paul said, “Being confident of this very
thing, that He who has begun a good
work in you will complete it until the
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
This should give us confidence that we
can make it, come hail, come storm.

God has chosen a team, and He has
placed His confidence in us. But now is
the training and testing time—a time of
overcoming (Revelation 2:26).

He has given us the rules in the Bible
to guide us. We need to be careful that
we have understood the rules correctly
and have mastered the course we are to
follow.

Watching Over Us
Sometimes during a marathon a heli-

copter watches out for any runners
needing help. Jesus Christ, like the heli-
copter pilot, is watching out for us, lis-
tening for any distress calls. He’s been
through it, so we should keep in con-
stant touch with Him in earnest prayer
(Hebrews 4:15-16).

Cheering Us On
Back to my regrettable attempt at a

marathon. Only a third of the way I
wanted to stop, but some fellow stu-
dents were there, cheering me on. I
honestly wished they hadn’t come
because all I wanted was to stop. But
their cheers kept me going. Three quar-
ters of the way I was determined to stop
in spite of the cheers, but a group of
girls there said I shouldn’t give up after
having come so far. I exhausted what
energy was left in me, and did not cross

the finish line, but fell on it. In the
Christian race we need the encourage-
ment of the Church, and we need to
cheer others on as well (Galatians 6:1).

Extra Weights and Sins
Hebrews 12:1 mentions two things

that can cause us to fail in the race: the
weight we are urged to lay aside and
the sin that so easily ensnares us.

Spare shoes, packets of food, tow-
els—all these would be extra weights
that over the course of a marathon
could defeat a runner. In the spiritual
race, fear of losing a job or desires for
more physical things can weigh us
down. Christ’s priorities can help us lay
aside these weights (Matthew 6:32-33).

We each have an area of weakness
where we find the sin that so easily
ensnares us. Perhaps bad habits con-
stantly tempt us, whether gluttony,
drunkenness, lying, etc. At baptism we

were given the Holy Spirit to help us
remove these sins (Romans 8:13).

If we stumble, we think, “What’s the
use—I’ll never get over this!” But
Christ our Advocate is there making
intercession for us before the Father (1
John 2:1; see also 1:9).

Let us endure to the end. We will
enter the Kingdom of God if we perse-
vere in this marathon of life, looking to
Jesus’example (Hebrews 12:2). 

At the end of our lives we should be
able to say with the apostle Paul, “I
have fought the good fight, I have fin-
ished the race, I have kept the faith.
Finally, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to
me on that Day, and not to me only but
also to all who have loved His appear-
ing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). UN

Harris Hlazo is a member in Harare,
Zimbabwe.
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■ The story of Samson has
much to teach us. The
author, age 11, asks and
answers important
questions it seems Samson
didn’t fully comprehend
till the end of his life.
by Jessica Curry

Samson ripped open a lion with his
bare hands! Can you do that?

Samson slew 1,000 Philistine war-
riors with the jawbone of a donkey!
Can you do that?

Samson hauled a heavy gate and
two gateposts on his back up a hill!
Can you do that?

If you’re like me, you had to
answer, “No, I can’t do that.” Maybe
we can’t do the feats of physical
strength that Samson did. Yet we can
be stronger than Samson. How? We’ll
find the answer to this riddle when we
look at Samson’s strengths and weak-
nesses.

What Were Samson’s
Strengths?

Samson was strong and agile. He
caught 300 foxes and lit their tails on
fire (Judges 15:4). I can’t even outfox
my dog, Twinkle Toes!

When tied up by enemies, he outdid
Houdini by just ripping the ropes off
instead of wriggling out of them
(Judges 16:9).

When he owed clothes to 30 party
companions after his wife leaked
them the answer to his riddle, Samson
“went down to Ashkelon and killed
thirty of their men, took their apparel,
and gave the changes of clothing to
those who had explained the riddle”
(Judges 14:19).

Was it Samson’s hair that made him
strong? After all, it was after Delilah
had a man cut off the seven locks of
his head (Judges 16:19) that the
Philistines were able to take him pris-
oner. Then it was after his hair grew
back that Samson was able to pull
down the pagan temple so that about
3,000 Philistines perished (Judges
16:30). No, Samson didn’t have
superpower hair, so we don’t need to
go looking for his hairdresser and
special brand of shampoo!

Samson’s biggest strength was that
he called upon God when he got into
trouble. When he was thirsty—and it
must have been a powerful thirst!—
he “cried out to the LORD and said,
‘You have given this great deliverance
by the hand of Your servant; and now
shall I die of thirst and fall into the
hand of the uncircumcised?’” (Judges
15:18). 

Samson knew he was God’s ser-
vant. Samson’s activities were “of the
Lord—that He was seeking an occa-
sion to move against the Philistines.
For at that time the Philistines had
dominion over Israel” (Judges 14:4).

When Samson wanted to pull the
temple down, he was willing to sacri-
fice his own life. Again he called out for
God to help, “O Lord GOD, remember
me, I pray! Strengthen me, I pray, just
this once, O God, that I may with one
blow take vengeance on the Philistines
for my two eyes” (Judges 16:28).

With these strengths—physically
strong, agile, courageous and looking
to God for help—Samson was a great
“hero of faith” listed in Hebrews 11
(the faith chapter). Samson was truly
one of those who “out of weakness
were made strong” (verse 34).

What Were Samson’s
Weaknesses?

Samson disobeyed his parents and
ran after Philistine women (Judges
14:3). He met a girl in the Valley of
Sorek named Delilah (Judges 16:4).
Philistine men came up to Delilah one
night and asked her to find out what
made Samson so strong and they
would each give her 1,100 pieces of
silver. Delilah betrayed Samson. He
should have been more careful in
choosing his barber!

Samson always wanted revenge on
people. For example, after the
Philistines burned his wife and her
father, Samson said, “Since you
would do a thing like this, I will sure-
ly take revenge on you, and after that
I will cease” (Judges 15:6-7). But he
didn’t cease until after he took
vengeance at the temple (Judges
16:28). This time, he first asked God
before he took revenge.

The Answer to Our Riddle!
So how can we be stronger than

Samson? Samson was physically
strong and there’s nothing wrong with
that. Samson was strong because the
Lord was with him so that he could

defeat the Philistines. He was not
strong enough by himself. He did
those great feats of strength
through God’s help.

When he tore the lion apart,
killed the 30 men of Ashkelon for
their clothes and shed ropes like
they were flax, the Bible says
Samson was able to do it because
“the Spirit of the LORD came
mightily upon him” (Judges 14:6,
19, 15:14). But when it came to
his weaknesses, Samson wasn’t
strong enough to control himself,
and he didn’t ask God for help.

We can be stronger than Sam-
son by:

• Obeying our parents. “Honor
your father and your mother, that your
days may be long upon the land which
the LORD your God is giving you”
(Exodus 20:12).

• Looking to God not revenge.
“Beloved, do not avenge yourselves,
but rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay,’ says the Lord” (Romans
12:19).

• Watching whom we spend time
with and whom we date.

• Keeping our commitment to God
and not letting anybody tempt us.  UN

Jessica Curry, age 11, attends the
Colorado Springs, Colorado, congre-
gation.

How Can We Be Stronger Than Samson?

■ Jesus Christ surprised His
disciples—and us—by
praising a seemingly
wasteful act. Why did He
put such emphasis on it?

by Mike Bennett

Did you know that Christ prophesied
that one specific act by one specific
woman would be preached about every-
where the gospel is preached in all the
world? 

It was near the end of Christ’s min-
istry, and though He had become more
plain and serious about His impending
sacrifice, it seems His disciples still did
not “get it.” This was not what they
expected of the promised Messiah—the
conquering King prophesied in the Old
Testament.

But at a dinner at Simon the leper’s
house, something extraordinary hap-
pened. Mary, the sister of Martha and
Lazarus—the Lazarus whom Christ had
recently raised from the dead—this
Mary did a surprising, extravagant and
even seemingly foolish thing. We can
find the story in Matthew 26:6-13, one
of the three Gospel accounts that record
this memorable incident.

“And when Jesus was in Bethany at
the house of Simon the leper, a
woman came to Him having an
alabaster flask of very costly fragrant
oil, and she poured it on His head as

He sat at the table” (Matthew 26:6-7). 
If we read the parallel scriptures in

Mark 14 and John 12 we see that the oil
wasn’t just poured on His head, but also
on His feet. It was a very rare and expen-
sive perfume—some sources say it may
have come from India. We don’t nor-
mally think of honoring someone this
way, but the NIV Bible Commentary
pointed out that in those days, “A dis-
tinguished rabbi might have been so
honored.”

Continuing the story,Matthew wrote,
“But when His disciples saw it, they
were indignant, saying, ‘Why this
waste? For this fragrant oil might have
been sold for much and given to the
poor’” (Matthew 26:8-9).

All the disciples were saying this, but
John 12:4 makes clear that the leading
voice was Judas Iscariot, who carried
the money box and who would steal
from it. But still, the rest of the disciples
joined in rebuking Mary for this waste.
After all, Mark 14:5 says it was worth
more than 300 denarii—a year’s wages
for a laborer!

Rebuking Mary
What would I have thought if I had

been there? I can’t imagine owning a
bottle of perfume worth about a year’s
wages! I’m the kind of person who uses
a little stub of a pencil rather than throw-
ing it out. One thing that bothers me
about restaurants is how much food gets
thrown out. Waste not, want not, that’s
my motto. 

I probably would have been picking
on Mary like the rest of them. And had-
n’t Jesus just told His disciples about the
importance of serving the poor in
Matthew 25—the parable of the sheep
and the goats? “I was hungry and you
gave Me food,” Christ had said. Could-
n’t a year’s wages be used better than
just being poured out and wasted?

But surprisingly, Christ didn’t agree. 
“But when Jesus was aware of it, He

said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the
woman? For she has done a good work
for Me’” (Matthew 26:10-11).

Once again the disciples had been so
sure they were right, and Jesus surprised
them, rebuking them for troubling the
poor girl. For Judas Iscariot, this was the
last straw, and he soon set out to betray
his Master and Friend for just 30 pieces
of silver. Many experts believe that
these silver coins were tetradrachmas,
worth four denarii. If this is true, Judas
received 120 denarii, or less than half of
what the perfume cost! Mary’s freely
given devotion to Jesus was worth far
more than what it took to buy Judas’
betrayal.

Christ said, “For in pouring this fra-
grant oil on My body, she did it for My
burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherev-
er this gospel is preached in the whole
world, what this woman has done will
also be told as a memorial to her’”
(Matthew 26:12-13).

Why did Mary do this, and why did
Christ say it would be used as an exam-
ple throughout the world? 

The lesson here certainly was not that
the poor weren’t important, or that
waste is OK. But the story does have a
powerful way of making us reexamine
what is truly important.

In Mary’s Mind
Let’s consider it from Mary’s per-

spective. This was not long after her
beloved brother Lazarus had been
raised from the dead. What’s an incred-
ible miracle like that worth? 

She believed that Jesus was the
Christ, our Creator and Ruler! What’s it
worth to be treated as a friend by the Son
of God? 

And here at dinner, just days before
His sacrifice, it seems Mary was begin-
ning to understand that Christ was will-
ing to die for us and to give us eternal
life. Again, what’s that worth? 

Halley’s Bible Handbook puts it this
way on page 544: “Jesus probably had
spoken of his coming Crucifixion.
Mary, kindhearted, compassionate,
thoughtful, lovely Mary, perhaps notic-
ing a look of pain in his eyes, said to her-
self, ‘This is no parable. He means it.’
And she went and got the rarest treasure
of her household, and poured it on his
head and feet, and wiped them with her
hair. Perhaps not a word was said. But
he understood. He knew that she was
trying to tell him how her heart ached.”

Our Very Best
Mary’s example reminds us that God

deserves our very best. It shows us that

there are times when even a balanced,
sound-minded Christian will see the
need to do something extraordinary,
something extravagant, something
above and beyond the call of duty, that
may seem crazy or wasteful to others.
Of course many today do such things
for trivial pursuits. Some give their all
for fashion or football or some other
pursuit. But we are called to give our all
to God. 

God’s people have always been
called to give their all—their very
best—to God. Noah devoted his life to
building a huge boat far from the sea.
The widow gave her last two mites to
God. Sometimes it seems like it would
be easier to give a one-time, memorable
sacrifice, than the small, minute-by-
minute sacrifices that make up the living
sacrifice God calls us to be (Romans
12:1).

Putting God first—giving our best
to God—really isn’t about being
unbalanced, but about being truly bal-
anced. I can’t truly put God first and
neglect my family or my health. Tak-
ing care of all of the priorities is part of
the sacrifice.

Of course we should remember bal-
ance, remember wisdom and remember
the poor. But we can also remember
Mary, and her example that Christ said
would be preached throughout the
world. 

Remember Mary who set us the
example of giving the best she had for
her Master and Savior—and ours.  UN

The Broken Bottle Heard Around the World

Samson hauled a heavy gate and two
gateposts on his back up a hill! Can you
do that?
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Mary Could Have 
Said No!

Luke 1:26-28 records that Mary was a virgin
who was engaged to marry Joseph. An angel
addressed Mary as “highly favored” and said “the
Lord is with you.” The angel went on to explain
what was to happen and Mary became troubled and
afraid. She had not seen angels on a regular basis.
The whole event was mysterious and
frightening, and she knew that if she was
found to be pregnant before marriage, she
could be put to death. 

She could have refused and said “no” at
this point. Her answer is an inspiration to
us all. Mary said:“Behold the maidservant
of the Lord! Let it be to me according to
your word” (verse 38). She did not just
remain silent as though she had no control.
Mary said. “Yes!”

That “yes” from Mary was uncondi-
tional toward God. It reflected the com-
plete trust that God requires of those He chooses. It
was a reflection of the trust Abraham showed when
God tested him with the requested sacrifice of Isaac
(Genesis 22:2). God did not reveal all that He had
in mind for Abraham, and He did not reveal the
future in all its detail to Mary. 

Luke 2 reveals the wonderment of Mary. At the
presentation of Jesus before God, the righteous old
man, Simeon, was inspired to tell Mary that Jesus
had a great destiny to fulfill and that a sword would
pierce her soul (verse 35). What could all of this
mean? Mary and Joseph “marveled” (verse 33) at
these words. Mary treasured each event and word
in her heart (verse 51) but did not question what
God had planned.

It is clear that Mary had no idea that Jesus would
be born in Bethlehem or that she and Joseph would
have to flee to Egypt. She experienced some won-
derful things during the pregnancy and birth, but
the true purpose of Jesus’ life and the events that
would change the course of the world were hidden
from her. 

She did not expect to be standing at the foot of
the cross and watching her Son die a horrible death.
It was only later that she too knew Jesus’true iden-
tity and purpose. 

God did not have to ask Mary for her continued
obedience —He knew she was committed and the
answer would always be, “Yes.”

Robert Berendt

Magnify God, 
Humble Self

Some time back I was in the midst of a trial. I
had prayed about the problem, yet improvement
seemed far away. I was not focusing on God,but on
myself.

One Sabbath I sat down to play the piano and re-
focus spiritually. Suddenly words from Psalm 8
raced across my mind: “What is man?” I grabbed
my Bible and read about David staring up at “the
moon and the stars” that God ordained (verses 3-4). 

David rightly compared his smallness with the
greatness of God. At the end,David exalted God by
exclaiming, “How excellent is Your name in all the
earth!” (verse 9). He magnified God and humbled
himself.

Many of us have spent decades in the Church,

having been called from the world. Others have
grown up in the faith. All have heard thousands of
messages on man’s ultimate destiny and God’s
great plan. 

And yet, do we forget when life gets us down? I
know I needed this reminder.

All of us have problems. Job said man was born
to trouble (Job 5:7). Yet,when we have troubles,do
we let them get us down? The human tendency is
to exalt ourselves and humble God. A converted
mind does just the opposite:magnify God and hum-
ble self. 

It is much easier to do this when life is a breeze,
isn’t it? Yet when troubles assail us from the four
winds, doesn’t it make us feel better to smugly
remind ourselves how well we are doing . . . and
why did God allow this trial?

Yet our challenge is to turn to the God of David,
the one true God of the Bible.  We need to humble

ourselves and focus
on this awesome
Being, the great
Creator who hears
our prayers and
loves us in spite of
us. 

He is the same
God who heard and
answered Nehemi-
ah’s prayer when
he said, “Do not let
all the trouble seem

small before You” (Nehemiah 9:32).  
On clear evenings, I like to go outside and stare

up into the heavens. Invariably, I end up thinking,
“Surely the great God who made all of this can help
me with my puny little problems.” Has He
changed?

In chapter 32:2, Job “justified himself rather than
God.” Yet he later said, “Now my eye sees You.
Therefore I abhor myself” (42:5-6).

God wants us to be born in His family. He will
use our trials to convert us to that end, if we will let
Him. So let’s focus on God’s great plan! Let’s mag-
nify Him and humble ourselves.

John Fox
Salt Lake City, Utah, congregation

You Don’t Have 
to Go It Alone

Have you ever struggled in a trial, like a man
staggering under a heavy load, thinking, “No one
understands me—I’m all alone in this”? Paul told
the Corinthians that the trials that they had faced
were not unusual at all,but were “such as [are] com-
mon to man” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Solomon
expressed it this way: “There is nothing new under
the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9). 

Chances are that someone, somewhere, does
understand. If you reach out, you may very well
find answers that help and people who have been
down the same path before—people who can light-
en your burden with their support. Going it alone
may be unnecessary and even harmful. “Where
there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the mul-
titude of counselors there is safety” (Proverbs
11:14).

When God has seen us through a trial, we have
an obligation to show our gratitude to God by reach-
ing out to help those who are staggering under bur-
dens that we know how to lighten. “Bear one anoth-
er’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ”
(Galatians 6:2).

“We then that are strong ought to bear the infir-
mities of the weak, and not to please ourselves”
(Romans 15:1, KJV).

Likewise, when we are struggling, we ought to
be able to reach out for help. Failing to reach out for
help can lead to despair and needlessly turn the tri-
al into an unbearable ordeal—but that is not what

God intends for His children. “With the temptation
[God] will also make the way of escape, that you
may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). Look
for the way of escape—the safety valve—the way
to ease the trial so that you can bear it and be victo-
rious.  

Pray for God’s guidance. Claim this promise:“If
any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who
gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it
will be given to him” (James 1:5). 

Ask your pastor or other trusted
advisers to point you to where you
can find resources to expand your
understanding of the particular trial
you’re going through and to help you
connect with people who have been
through the same trial. You may find
helpful material by searching the
ucg.org Web site or other Internet
sites related to your particular issues.  

Remember the “12th command-
ment”: Thou shalt not kid thyself. If
it were a cakewalk, you’d be victori-
ous already. Help, care and comfort
are available to you.  That is one reason God called
you into His Church in the first place! Being there
for each other is one of the fundamental purposes
of the Church (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

“Two are better than one, because they have a
good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will
lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone
when he falls, for he has no one to help him up”
(Ecclesiastes 4:9-10).

Jay Turner
San Jose, California, congregation

The Five Love
Languages of Children

The Five Love Languages of Children by Gary
Chapman and Ross Campbell M.D. (Northfield
Publishing, 1997) is an outstanding resource for
those of us blessed to be able to work with children
in some capacity, such as United Youth Camp coun-
selor, school teacher or having children or grand-
children of our own.

Although there are five love languages that are
important to everyone (physical touch, words of
affirmation, quality time, gifts and acts of service),
each child has a primary love language that speaks

to his deepest emotional needs and fills his emo-
tional tank like nothing else.

Ways in which a parent or grandparent can dis-
cover a child’s primary love language are revealed,
such as how your child expresses love to you, lis-
tening to what your child requests most and notic-
ing what your child most frequently complains
about. From a very early age, our youngest grand-
daughter has had a strong need for touch. She tells

Grandma that she wants me to be her
blanket when I hold her and wants
me to wrap my arms around her. Our
oldest granddaughter has a strong
need for quality time and will signal
that by asking Grandma to read to
her, color with her or watch her race
down the hall on her hands and feet.

For each primary love language,
there are examples of what children
who feel loved say. One such exam-
ple (page 55) was David, age 5, who
said, “My mommy loves me and my
daddy loves me. Every day they say,
‘I love you’” (words of affirmation).

Another was Frankie (page 80), also 5, who told
his grandmother,“My teacher loves me,Nana, look
what she gave me.” He held up a bright blue ruler
with large numbers printed across it, the evidence
of his teacher’s love (gifts). 

Other things, such as learning and discipline, are
mentioned as they relate to the love languages.
Understanding your child’s primary love language
will help you choose the best method of discipline
and will make your discipline more effective. 

The book gives the example of Kevin (touch,
pages 124-125) who broke a neighbor’s window
and how his dad wisely handled the situation. It also
examines how the encounter could have gone if
Kevin’s primary love language had been words of
affirmation.

Marilyn Braley
Houston South, Texas, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share in this section? Or if you have
any suggestions, please contact United News, P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or
mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Be Ready to Give an Answer: 
Why Don’t You Talk About Jesus Christ’s
Sacrifice Very Much?

Actually,we do talk about Christ’s sacrifice in a great number of booklets, articles, lessons, sermons,
etc. “Jesus Christ is the focal point of Christianity,” says the Fundamental Beliefs booklet (page 14).
Perhaps the misperception comes from the fact that most today have heard about Jesus as Savior, but
many have not really heard His message. His message shows what His sacrifice means for us person-
ally (repentance and striving to do what He said—Acts 2:38; Matthew 7:21; Luke 6:46) and for the
world (John 3:16; Hebrews 2:10). Thus we strive to fill in the missing pieces of the plan of salvation.

Jesus Christ is central to the entire plan. We see Jesus Christ in all seven of God’s festivals—all
seven major steps in God’s plan (see God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind).
The first one, Passover, represents the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which is also in the UCG Constitution
as a fundamental belief. It is stated this way:

“We believe God so loved the world of helpless sinners that He gave His only begotten Son,
who, though in all points tempted as we are, lived without sin in the human flesh. That Son,
Jesus Christ, died as a sacrifice for the sins of humanity. His life, because He is the creator of all
humanity, is of greater value than the sum total of all human life. His death is, therefore, suffi-
cient to pay the penalty for every human being’s sins. In paying this penalty He has made it pos-
sible, according to God’s plan for each person and for humanity as a whole, to have their sins
forgiven and to be released from the death penalty (Hebrews 4:15; 9:15; 10:12; John 1:18; 3:16;
Colossians 1:16-17, 22; 1 John 2:2; 4:10; Ephesians 1:11; Revelation 13:8).”

“He died a hideous death, as our Passover, that we might understand the magnitude of sin and the
monumental significance of His sacrifice, which was made for every human being” (Fundamental
Beliefs, page 15). Through the awesome, loving sacrifice of Christ we can be reconciled to the Father,
developing a relationship that will last forever.

For More Information: Fundamental Beliefs, God’s Holy Day Plan.
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Families for God
Weekend and Teen
Prom Announced

“Our Church family is cordially
invited to join us for the annual Fami-
lies for God Weekend and Teen Prom
May 15-16,” reads an invitation from
the St. Paul and Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, congregations. 

Guest speaker for the weekend is
Doug Horchak, Dallas, Texas, pastor
and Council of Elders member.

Activities will include Sabbath ser-
vices, seminars relating to strengthen-
ing the family, a potluck, a family game
night, a teen dinner/prom and a teen
lock-in. Sunday activities will include
a picnic and picnic games

Watch for details regarding registra-
tion in the next issue. Families for God
Weekend contacts are Don Finger at
DonJFing@aol.com and Cathy Folker
at cfolker@pressenter.com.

Gale Black

Phoenix Teens
Hike and Learn on
the Rocks

On Sunday, Dec. 14, Phoenix area
teens and parents joined up for a hike
into the foothills of the Superstition
Mountains and a Bible study. The day
was warm and the desert revealed

breathtaking beauty of mountains cov-
ered with huge boulders, cacti and oth-
er desert plant and animal life.

The teens led the way with energy
and enthusiasm, while the adults
brought up the rear, taking several
“breathers” as the stony trail climbed
gently into Petroglyph Canyon. In the
canyon one is treated to a gallery of
ancient Native American rock writings
and pictographs. Among them were
depictions of many desert animals and
symbols with meanings known only to
the ancients.

Upon arriving at the site the teens
spread out along the canyon walls for

some exploring and rock climbing,
while the pastor, John Elliot, headed
straight up to the canyon rim about a
thousand feet above.

After the climbing and exploring ses-
sion, the group gathered on a massive
rock about the size of an average house
for the Bible study. There was plenty of
seating with room for more. Mr. Elliott,
along with Troy and Cindy Phelps, led
an engaging interactive Bible discus-
sion on “Dating and Premarital Rela-
tions.”

Despite a few blisters and sore mus-
cles, the experience served as a deeply
symbolic reminder of the “Rock” upon
which our faith is founded and was an
excellent refresher away from the hub-
bub of city life.

Jerry Gage

Fort Worth Enjoys
Breakfast Banquet
and Family-
Oriented Speeches

On Aug. 17, 2003, the Fort Worth,
Texas, congregation held its second
annual breakfast banquet at the luxu-
rious Doral Tosoro Hotel in Westlake,
Texas. Eighty members and their fam-
ilies enjoyed a beautiful breakfast buf-
fet and family-oriented speeches giv-
en by five guest speakers.

The event was planned by Rebel
and Diana Jones, who led a rousing
round of topics for discussion. J.D.
Stotts served as the toastmaster, intro-
ducing the speakers with interesting,

little-known facts about each individ-
ual. 

The speakers brought a wide range
of subjects. Karen Fleck relayed some
humorous stories about being trauma-
tized as a child. Bob Joyner enter-
tained the group with stories about
camping as a family. Laura Anderson
encouraged everyone with helpful tips
to overcome perfectionism. Scott
McIntosh asked the question,
“Heroes—Are They What They
Seem?”And Elliot Brice helped us all
to put our “game face” on. Everyone
went home uplifted.

Laura Anderson

Geneva Honors
95-Year-Old
Member

The Geneva, Alabama, brethren
honored Mrs. Frances Hall Nov. 22,
2003, for her 95th birthday. She first

heard Herbert W. Armstrong in the
1940s while living in Oregon and was
baptized in April of 1964.

She recently revisited her home in
New Mexico, which is now part of the
White Sands Missile Range. She
raised four children by herself, two of
whom are in the Church. She has nev-
er allowed her trials in life to make her
bitter and looks forward to Christ’s
return.

Harold Rhodes

Annie Kruisk of
Fargo Turns 99

Fargo, North Dakota, member Annie
Kruisk, or Grandma Annie as so many
of us lovingly call her, turned age 99 in
December. 

Annie was born in Birzus, Lithuania.
She is the mother of six children and
has had a long life full of interesting
experiences that we enjoy hearing
about and learning from. On Dec. 13
the Fargo members helped Annie cele-

brate this milestone during a Sabbath
potluck meal with a special card and
cake prepared to honor her. We wanted
to congratulate her and also to let her
know how much we esteem her. 

When asked about how she felt
about turning 99, Annie was quite elu-
sive. But the smile on her face told us
that she was happy to be there. Annie is
blessed with good enough health, con-
sidering her age, so that she is able to
attend with us on most Sabbaths. That
is a blessing for us too. Congratula-
tions, Annie!

Carrie Wendt

Member Inducted
Into Willcox
Cowboy Hall of
Fame

Longtime Arizona cowboy Jack
Wood was inducted into the Willcox,
Arizona, Cowboy Hall of Fame Oct. 2,
2003, in honor of his 40 years of ranch-
ing in southeastern
Arizona. Jack and his
wife, Arlene, attend
the Sierra Vista, Ari-
zona, United Church
of God.

As the kick-off
event of the 52nd
Rex Allen Days cele-

bration, the Hall of Fame banquet and
ceremony took place at the Willcox
Community Center, with Rex Allen Jr.
in the audience of approximately 250
people. 

Jack, the third of five boys, was born
in 1935 in Moriarty, New Mexico.
When he was 10, Jack’s family moved
to a ranch in southeastern Arizona
where Jack and his older brother,Way-
land, began to help their dad and hone
their skills as cowboys. 

In 1950, Jack began his career as a
paid cowboy on the Diamond A Ranch
in southwestern New Mexico. On Oct.
14, 1954, while employed on the Dia-
mond A, Jack married Arlene Awtrey.
Arlene had lived on the Diamond A
since she was 8 months old. 

Over the next six years the Woods
moved around southeastern Arizona

while Jack took mining or ranching
jobs. He stayed with ranching, and in
1963, Jack, Arlene and their five chil-
dren moved to the historical Monk
Ranch outside Willcox, where Jack
eventually became ranch foreman. In
December 2003, Jack and Arlene cele-
brated 40 years on the Monk. 

As a youngster, Jack would ride
away on his horse on Sunday morning
while his mother prepared for church.
Although he was punished, he contin-
ued to escape each Sunday. Jack
recalled his first encounter with Church
of God literature in 1979, when he was
given a booklet that made sense to him.
Although still not interested in church,
he continued to request booklets. 

At first, he thought the booklets were
just an extension of a college. Eventu-
ally, it became clear that a church was
involved, but by then Jack and Arlene
had read enough to request a “repre-
sentative’s” visit. After attending Bible
studies and services in nearby Sierra
Vista and Tucson, the Woods were bap-
tized in 1980. 

They have steadfastly served in the
Sierra Vista congregation
while maintaining close
family and community
ties. As a result, their fam-
ily and community
wholeheartedly turned
out to honor Jack. 

Jack’s portrait now
hangs in the Rex Allen
Museum/Cowboy Hall of
Fame in Willcox. 

Ann Tannert 

Columbus Hosts
Mother and
Daughter
Enrichment
Weekend

It all started with some hot soup in
the lodge and a “rock.” The Columbus,
Ohio, Women’s Club Mother/Daugh-
ter Enrichment Weekend on Dec. 19 to
21 in Peebles, Ohio, started by each
participant selecting a rock.

There was a large selection of rocks
of many different sizes and textures.
Some were larger than a fist and a few
were as small as a pea. Some were dull,
some bright, some rough and some
smooth. The rock had to stay with the
participant at all times for the entire
weekend. Such a challenge!

Then each of the 26 participants,
ages 14 through 80+, had to write down
how she was like her mother. Thus, the
conversations began and for the next 40
hours, they rarely stopped. Such rich,
warm fellowship was truly the heart of
the weekend. There were so many
thoughts to share!

Joe Horchak, the Columbus pastor,
came on the Sabbath for a lively inter-
active Bible study on the topic of emo-
tions. This was followed by a ministe-
rial Q&A. The Bible study was very
inspiring for everyone.

Phoenix, Arizona, area teens and
parents had an interactive Bible
discussion on a large rock while on
a hike Dec. 14. They also observed
Native American petroglyphs (left)

Frances Hall was honored by the
Geneva, Alabama, congregation
when she turned 95

Fargo, North Dakota, member
Annie Kruisk turned 99 in
December

Jack Wood, a member in Sierra
Vista, Arizona, was honored by the
Willcox Cowboy Hall of Fame Oct. 2,
2003, and his portrait hangs in the
museum (photos by Walt Tannert)
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Then the group broke into smaller
groups and found scriptures to help
solve real-life problems from different
perspectives. Wendy Ridgely and Janet
Ross led the discussions when the small
group leaders shared their groups’find-
ings.

Gwyn Lenhart and Bev Galli gave a
timely, interactive presentation entitled
“A Vision of Purity.”This was followed
by Kelley Hand’s interesting presenta-
tion on “Situation Ethics or Absolute
Values.” Marsha Horton, a local elder’s
wife, and her two adult daughters gave
an enlightening presentation on “Moth-
ers-Daughters—The Tie That Binds.”

The Saturday evening activities were
a white elephant gift exchange, Pic-
tionary and, of course, lots of informal
conversation and food.

The Food Committee headed by
Betty Wray did an exceptional job
making food fit for any queen or
princess. The Decorations Committee
headed by Hazel Thornton created a
warm, cozy ambiance for the weekend.

On Sunday morning, the weekend
concluded with “The Mystery of the
Rock,” a mysterious and surprising
activity, which got everyone’s attention.
Yvonne Brandt, the Columbus
Women’s Club president, in her elo-
quent, culminating presentation, made
sure that the women attendees would
never think of themselves and rocks in
the same way again. It was a delightful,
thought-provoking ending to a wonder-
ful weekend with the women: mothers,
daughters and sisters of God’s Church.

Bev Galli

Marriage
Enrichment
Workshops Held

The Columbus and Cambridge,
Ohio, congregations hosted a Marriage
Enrichment Workshop Jan. 17 and 18
at Cherry Valley Lodge near Granville,
Ohio. More than 30 couples attended
the workshop conducted by Dayton,
Ohio, pastor Frank McCrady III assist-
ed by his wife, Sonja. The beautiful
lodge provided a comfortable, intimate
atmosphere for the entire workshop.
Even the challenging weather condi-
tions failed to dampen the spirits or
enthusiasm of attendees.

Joe Horchak, Columbus and Cam-

bridge pastor,opened the workshop with
prayer Saturday afternoon, after which
Mr. McCrady conducted the first four

sessions. Following a delightful evening
meal in a private dining area, each cou-
ple retired to complete worksheets from
the previous session. A delicious Sun-
day morning breakfast prepared us for
the remaining two sessions. 

Titles of topics discussed were:
“Marriage Intimacy, How Are We
Doing?”, “What Do We Really Need
From Each Other?”, “What Is Filling
Your Emotional Cup?”, “Healing Emo-
tional Hurts Through Confession and
Forgiveness,” “Blending Four Ingredi-
ents for Marital Closeness” and “Being
Free for Emotional Closeness.”

A longtime minister in God’s Church,
Mr. McCrady is a certified instructor for
the nationally recognized Intimate
Encounters program, which offers bib-
lically based principles of communica-
tion and interaction with your mate.

Lyle Welty, regional pastor, asked
Mr. McCrady to give six workshops in
the region so that all the congregations
would have access to the material. The
locations were Ripley, West Virginia;
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Akron,
Cincinnati and Columbus, Ohio; and
Detroit, Michigan.

Jim McCready

Manila Holds Year-
End Outing

The UCG Manila, Philippines, con-
gregation had a well-attended year-end
outing Dec. 24 and 25. Almost all those
who attend the Manila congregation
joined the two-day outing at the Batis

ng Makiling Resort in Los Baños,
Laguna, some 50 kilometers south of
Manila. We had the resort exclusively
for ourselves for two days.

The brethren and their children really
enjoyed having a private picnic ground,

eating together, playing games,
as well as swimming in the
resort’s two pools filled with
warm water from the natural hot
springs. The resort also has a fish-
pond where some of the brethren
tried their luck at fishing. A few

fish were caught and eat-
en for dinner.

In the evening after
dinner, the children were
treated to that popular
Disney movie, Finding
Nemo. After the movie,
the brethren enjoyed a
night of sing-along with
video karaoke to the

delight of everyone.
A few among the brethren decided

not to stay for the evening, but the rest
stayed on to enjoy the fun and the fel-

lowship until the next day. Everyone
who came really enjoyed the year-end
outing, commenting that this was one
of the rare occasions where brethren
could enjoy fellowshipping with one
another outside of the Sabbath and
Holy Day services.

Rey Evasco

Bacolod Church
Holds Outing

The Bacolod City congregation in
the Philippines held its annual outing
on Dec. 22 at the New Mambukal
Resort, a 35-minute trip from the city to
the foot of Mt. Kanlaon. In spite of the

bad weather in the previous two weeks,
31 happy and enthusiastic brethren
were able to come and were greeted by
a beautiful sunny day, which added to
the enjoyment.

Activities included a barbecue cook-
out, board games, swimming, boating
in a beautiful lagoon, a walk in a vast
idyllic tree-lined park, biking, bat
watching and lots of fellowshipping.
All the brethren who came had only
positive comments regarding the out-
ing. We are all looking forward to the
next opportunity to have group activi-
ties like this.

Beltran Sison

Davao Church
Holds Year-End
Campout at Eden

As a yearly local congregation tradi-
tion (missed last year), the Davao City,
Philippines, congregation hosted a
year-end campout. This time, it was at
the Eden Nature Park Resort, held Dec.
27 and 28, and included members
residing in the municipality of Santo
Tomas, in Davao Province (about 55
kilometers northwest of Davao City).
While a few were not able to make it,
the year-end campout registered 78 in
attendance.

Eden Nature Park Resort is an 80-
hectare facility situated at an elevation
of about 2,630 feet above sea level at
the foot of Mt. Talomo. The resort was
developed to reflect a natural forested
environment—dotted with modern cot-
tages and convention facilities. How-
ever, like the United Youth Camp con-
ducted every summer, the Church
chose to occupy the facilities of Camp-
site I, which has its own screened cook-

ing facilities, dining and meeting halls,
several bath and comfort room facili-
ties, volleyball court, campfire area and
over a dozen covered tent areas. At such
an elevation, its climate is expectedly
cooler than the city.

Members assembled at the RELC
compound (Regional Education Learn-
ing Center, our regular Sabbath meet-
ing place) at 10 a.m., Dec. 26, to board
three large jeepneys hired to bring
members to the camp site. Upon arrival,
members settled into their preassigned
tents and shared pack lunches.

Sabbath services started at 2:30 p.m.,
and the sermonette was delivered by
Daniel Macaraeg on the subject of
enthusiasm. Special music was per-
formed by a trio of teenagers: Princess
and Shawn Balugo and Meryl
Macaraeg. The camp sermon was
delivered by Edmond Macaraeg on the
subject of reviewing the work of the
Master Potter in us. Not in a hurry to
beat traffic and go home, there was the
rare opportunity for more relaxed fel-
lowshipping in camp.

Evening meal preparation of mari-
nated charcoal-grilled chicken and
chicken sausages was shared by lots of
kitchen volunteers. After a leisurely din-
ner accompanied by good dining music,
and after clean-up, members listened to
the regular FM radio broadcast of The
Good News of the World Tomorrowwith
the broadcast title:“The Paganization of
Mainstream Christianity.”

An informal campfire program was
held after the broadcast, followed by an
impromptu fireside chat exclusively
with young adults.

The following morning saw some
helping in breakfast preparation, others
jogging and exercising to benefit from

the mountain air, while others took
more time to catch up on sleep in the
quiet and cool camp environment. After
breakfast, some went strolling and
sightseeing, while others simply pre-
ferred to relax in camp. Some took the
opportunity to counsel with the pastor
in succession until lunch.

In spite of basic food shortages in the
supermarkets prior to camp, it was
miraculously found that there was more
food by the end of camp than previ-
ously anticipated! So, after another
sumptuous lunch with soft dining
music, and more games and relaxation,
members began to pack and break
camp at 3 p.m. The hired jeeps for the
return trip were there at 4 p.m.

Once the members arrived in down-
town Davao, the rains came again, caus-
ing flooding and landslides in other parts
of the country. All can clearly see that
God has been good to His people by
blessing them in every possible way!

Edmond Macaraeg

Shakeel Goes to
Washington

At the Lexington Winter Family Tour-
nament I met this remarkable, friendly
young man who had a great story to tell.
This is a story of a young man with
courage and determination to obey God
no matter what. Shakeel Balroop’s sto-
ry is also a story of faith in God, in
putting things into His hands, knowing
that everything will work out OK. 

When the dean of the University of
Florida announced that Shakeel would
be invited to attend a reception for stu-
dents with exceptional scholastic
achievement, he was ecstatic! Shakeel
was one of the 54 students chosen out
of a student body of 54,000. The selec-
tion was based on GPA (4.0 through-
out four years of the university),
extracurricular activities and recom-
mendation from the professors. 

Even though Shakeel was so excit-
ed, he had to turn down this opportuni-
ty because the events fell on the Sab-
bath. Like many other crossroads in his
life, he knew that God would bless him
for keeping God’s laws rather than
doing his own desires. The dean was so
intrigued by Shakeel’s religious con-
viction that he asked Shakeel a week
later to come to his office. It was not the
norm for a college student to be so ded-
icated to serving God. 

As the weeks went by, the under-
graduate coordinator for Political Sci-
ence recommended Shakeel for an
internship working for the White
House Office of Counsel to the Presi-
dent. Once again, Shakeel chose obe-
dience to God over his desires. He had
to tell the coordinator that he was tak-
ing 10 days off for the Feast of Taber-
nacles. The coordinator was at a loss to
understand why this young man would
take so many days off to go to Hawaii
for religious reasons. But God was in
charge and did not forget Shakeel’s
faithfulness to Him. 

While in Hawaii during the Feast, he
received a call that he had been accept-
ed as an intern. Shakeel had trusted
God, knowing that He would work it
out—and indeed God did. 

Shakeel was accepted to be an intern
with the Department of Homeland
Security as well as the Federal Trade
Commission office. Once again Sha-
keel had to explain his religious con-
victions. It turned out that the Federal
Trade Commission office would be the
only internship in which Shakeel would
be guaranteed not to work on Friday
afternoons or Saturday. 

So in January Shakeel relocated from
Orlando, Florida, to Washington D.C.,
to begin his five-month internship. Then
after that, Shakeel will have a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to live in China
for four weeks as part of the Interna-
tional Diplomacy Mission.

As a young adult in the Church, he is
thankful to know that he is surrounded
by other young people whose lights are
shining. “As we live our daily lives, soci-
ety alienates us for keeping God’s law. It
is reassuring to know that we are not the
only ones in this race,” says Shakeel.

Janet Treadway

Bacolod Church members enjoy fair
weather and fine fellowship during
their year-end outing (photo by
Florante Siopan)

Davao Church youths pose at
lunchtime during their campout
(photo by Charles Macaraeg)

Brethren from Manila share a meal
during their year-end outing at the
Batis ng Makiling Resort (photo by
Rey Evasco)

Frank and Sonja McCrady
lead a workshop in the
Columbus/Cambridge,
Ohio, area (photos by
Michelle Waterhouse)
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Births
Johnny and Maria Marcela

(Noguera) Snyder of Frisco, Texas,
are happy to announce the birth of
their first child,Andrew John, born on

Oct. 10, 2003. Andrew weighed 7
pounds 15 ounces and measured 193⁄4
inches long. Proud grandparents are
Antonio and Beatriz Noguera of
Newton, Massachussetts; Helen Sny-
der of Big Sandy, Texas; John Snyder,
Jr. of Bay City, Texas; and great-
grandfather Jorge Cardenas of New-
ton. 

Lawrence and Tammy Merritt are
the proud parents of their daughter
Erin Colleen. She was born Oct. 27,
2003, in Rochester, Minnesota,
weighing 7.2 pounds and was 20

inches long. She is the first grandchild
on both sides of the family. The fam-
ily attends the Austin, Minnesota,
congregation.

Raymond Spencer Lincoln was
born to Todd and Rebecca (Correiro)
Lincoln of Boca Raton, Florida, July
30, 2003. He weighed 8 pounds 11

ounces and was 22 inches long.
Rebecca attends the West Palm Beach
congregation. Spencer is the line-
backer grandson of Mike and Cindy
Correiro of Jupiter, Florida, and Ray
and Nancy Lincoln of Hilton Head,
South Carolina.

Dave and Angela (Lasher) Hyte
joyously announce the continued cel-
ebration of their love for one another
with the birth of their beautiful daugh-
ter, Ava Donne. She was born Sept.
30, 2003, weighing 7 pounds 7 ounces

and measuring 19 inches long. First-
time grandparents, Don and Sharon
Lasher, and veterans, Bill and Grace
Hyte, are all excited by the new
arrival.

Paul Vincent Hirschler was born
into the loving arms of Vincent and
Marie Hirschler Aug. 30, 2003. Paul
was 7 pounds 13 ounces and was 203⁄4

inches in length. Paul’s older sisters,
Janine and KateLynne, are ecstatic to
have a little brother! 

Paul and his family attend services
in Omaha, Nebraska, where he now
brings the child to adult ratio to
approximately 1 child for every two
adults.

Weddings
William and Suzanne Miller Jr. of San

Diego, California, are happy to
announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter Lily Anne Miller to James Floyd Guy
Jr., son of James and Carla Guy Sr. of
Warren, Ohio. 

The wedding was performed by the
bride’s father on Aug. 31, 2003, in San
Diego.

James and Lily now reside in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

Anniversaries
Loy and Vera Oxley of Shreveport,

Louisiana, celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary on Dec. 11, 2003. The
Texarkana,Texas,congregation honored
them with a reception on the Sabbath,
Dec. 13.

They were married in Natchitoches
Parish in Louisiana in 1953 and five
years later began to learn of God’s truth.
Vera was baptized in August of 1958 and
Loy was baptized the next May. Speak-
ing of their conversion,Vera said, “That
was the most wonderful thing that could
have ever happened to us. I thank God
most every day for my calling.”

The Oxleys were blessed with three
sons—Elton (and Sonja) Oxley, David
(and Melanie) Oxley and Scott (and
Sandra) Oxley. They were also blessed
with six daughters—Regina Rebich,
Judy (and Joby) Gray, Carolyn (and
Calvin) Evans, Myra (and John) Olen,
Gloria (and Tommy) Norris and Sabri-
na (and Bobby) Matheny.

Their nine children have also given
them 17 grandchildren (nine boys and
eight girls), two step-granddaughters
and three great-grandsons. Truly their
quiver is full. 

Art and Audrey Hill celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on June 27,
2003. They attend the United Church of
God in Brooklyn Park,Minnesota. They
have been in God’s Church over 35
years.

They have six children: Diane Hew-
ton and her husband,Chuck,who reside
in Ontario, Canada; Larry Hill and his

wife, Diane, from Blaine, Minnesota;
Harlan Hill and his wife, Denise, from
Meadowlands, Minnesota; Steven Hill
and his wife, Barb, and children from

Princeton, Minnesota; Marvin Hill and
his wife, Rebecca, and children from
Princeton; and Calvin Hill and his wife,
Wendy, and child from Blaine.

Their children gave them a party and
many family and old friends came to vis-
it. Audrey is blind now, and on dialysis
every other day, but she had a lot of fun
that day and could hear all the well wish-
es from everyone. Art and Audrey now
reside in Princeton.

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Hitchin cele-
brated their 55th wedding anniversary
on Oct. 23, 2003. They were wed in
1948. The Hitchins live in Williamsburg,
Ohio, and attend the Cincinnati East

congregation. They have four children
(Linda, Robert, Deborah and Rebecca),
numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

Obituaries
Helen Hammer-Berg, 87, a faithful

and joyous member of God’s Church
since 1967, died peacefully on Nov. 13,
2003,at Medcenter One Hospital in Bis-
marck, North Dakota. Helen learned
about God’s Church around the same
time her son Gerald did. He was 17
when he became interested in God’s
truth in 1966. The family lived in
Mayville, North Dakota, and attended
the Fargo, North Dakota, congregation.
Though her first husband,William, was
not a member and they lived some dis-
tance from church services, he was sure
to take Helen to church every few weeks
in Fargo.

Helen Roppel was born May 8,1916,

in rural Alsen,North Dakota, the daugh-
ter of Christian and Sarah Roppel. She
attended school near Alsen. She married
William R. Hammer on June 17, 1942.
The couple farmed in Fairdale, North
Dakota, until 1954 when they moved to
Leeds, and stayed there until 1967 when
they moved to Mayville. William died
on Nov. 16, 1969, and Helen moved to
Devil’s Lake, North Dakota.

Helen remarried on June 21, 1979, to
Phil Berg. They lived in, and attended
church in Grand Forks, North Dakota,
until the flood of 1997 when they moved
to Abilene, Texas. Phil died in January
1999,and Helen moved to Los Angeles,
California, where she attended services
in Garden Grove until she moved back
to North Dakota on Aug. 1, 2003. She
lived at Edgewood Vista, an assisted liv-
ing facility, in Bismarck. She attended
services in Mandan, North Dakota.

Helen is survived by her nine chil-
dren: Judi (Charles) Ritterman, Eugene
(Donna) Hammer, Linda (Kory) Ford,
Harley Hammer, Darrell (Nancy) Ham-
mer, Sandra (James) Opdahl, Karen
(Jim) Ulery and Debra Connelly. She is
also survived by her son Gerald and his
wife Natasha Hammer who attend UCG
in Garden Grove. Helen has 17 grand-
children and 9 great-grandchildren and
sisters Esther Gilbertson and Hilda
Albrecht.

She will be missed. Helen was always
warm, friendly and so full of joy and fun.

Eric Otieno Okinyi, the 7-year-old
son of Tom and Jescer Okinyi of the
Siaya, Kenya, congregation, died at
home on Oct. 10, 2003,during the Feast
of Tabernacles. Eric died from compli-
cations of a heart-related disease. His

father attended the Feast of Tabernacles
at Mombasa this year and learned the
sad news upon his arrival home.

E. Layne Rustan, 76, passed away
peacefully on Sept. 15, 2003, after a
short illness lasting six months. She was
a resident of Kauai, Hawaii, for the last
15 years. She was a devoted Christian
and loved God with all of her might. 

Born in 1926, she studied for her
MFA at Wayne State University, the
Detroit Art Museum from 1944 to 1949
and the California State Arboretum in
1955. She also studied under many
famous artists in California.

A professional artist listed in Dictio-
nare Benezit, Grund Librarie, Paris
France, she is also registered in the

Announcements

Art and Audrey Hill

Andrew John Snyder

Vera and Loy Oxley

Eric Otieno Okinyi

Lily and James Guy

Paul Vincent Hirschler

Raymond Spencer Lincoln

Erin Colleen Merritt

Ava Donne Hyte

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Hitchin
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Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C. Her paintings are impressionistic,
celebrating the sea and the land, and
skillfully handled with painting knife
and brush in oils. Most of her art is per-
manently recorded in the Archives of the
National Museum Gallery Registration
Association in Washington D.C. She has
had many grand openings and personal
art shows in California,and, in 1987,she
was given the coveted Peer Award from
a statewide entrant show at UCSB in
California.

She is survived by her husband,Floyd
“Jack” Rustan, who is now living in
Tonasket,Washington with their daugh-

ter, Joy Holberg. Her son, John Rustan,
lives in Santa Maria, California. Cards
and letters may be sent to Joy Holberg,
P.O. Box 1830,Tonasket,WA 98855. E-
mail address: joyousjoyy@hotmail.com.

Wallace Pate, 78, died Dec. 22, 2003,
at home in Salem, Oregon. Wally, as he
was fondly known, was born Oct. 21,
1925, in Mt. Pleasant, Texas, and grew
up in Arkansas. He was a member of
God’s Church since 1967 and served as
a deacon for the past 32 years.

Wally is survived by Elsie,his wife of
56 years. He is also survived by five
sons,Larry and Glenn of Tacoma,Wash- ington,Gary of Lakewood,Washington,

Lynn of Eatonville, Washington, and
Wayne of Harstine Island, Washington;
one daughter, Eloise Johnson of Feder-
al Way, Washington; his mother, Opal
Newberry of Federal Way; plus 16
grandchildren and five great-grandchil-
dren. 

A memorial service was conducted
Dec. 26 by John Cafourek and Richard
Duncan.

Marrion L. Fisher, 84, of Pritchett,
Texas, died Oct. 7, 2003.

Mr. Fisher was born Dec. 6, 1918, in
Joplin, Missouri, to Arthur Fisher and
Pearl Pierce Fisher. He lived in Wichi-

ta, Kansas, from 1941 to 1995 and
worked for the Boeing Aircraft Com-
pany for 43 years. Mr. Fisher was a vet-
eran of World War II, serving in the
Army Air Corps.

Mr. Fisher was married to Faye B.
Wiland in 1941 and together they had
six children. He was preceded in death
by his wife and eldest son, Marrion L.
Fisher Jr. Survivors include sons Arthur
Fisher of Tujunga, California; Charles
Fisher of Anchorage, Alaska; David
Fisher of Pritchett,Texas; and Eric Fish-
er of Wichita,Kansas; daughter Bernice
Burson of Big Sandy, Texas; and seven
grandchildren.

Wally Pate

Letters
Coworker Keeping in
Touch

Thank you all for keeping all of your
members and coworkers posted on
events. It is very important now to keep
in touch with the Church of God and
world affairs.

Even though I am a coworker, I am
truly with the Church of God. I do
believe the Word of God through His
Bible. Time is getting short.

Florida

“Don’t Forget Us”
I read K. Dove’s letter in the Decem-

ber United News (page 11, “Don’t For-
get Us”) and would like to write to
inmates or shut-ins who want a UCG
penfriend. I live in Australia, however,
and this may be a problem with postage
costs for some. I know how the prison
system works here as I worked as an art
teacher in two jails (middle and maxi-
mum security) for five years. So I’m
not naive! 

There are plenty of people assigned
to punishment of prisoners, but not
many interested in their potential as
future children of God.

Australia

Thank you very much for your desire
to serve in this way! As the article men-
tioned, the best way to get in touch with
prisoners is to contact your local pas-
tor about those in need in your area. If
there are no prisoners in your area,
there are likely others in need of con-
tact, such as shut-ins.

Discerning Hearts
The December United News article

“Hearts of Unseen Valor and Mis-
judged Intentions” challenged the way
I understood several verses concerning
judging others. It also challenged the
way I’ve heard some ministers address
this topic over the years.

For example, Jesus says in John 7:24,
“Judge not according to the appearance,
but judge righteous judgment” (KJV).
Assuming believers “have the mind of
Christ”as Paul did (1 Corinthians 2:16),
does this mean they are allowed to judge
others? Doesn’t this mind provided by
the Holy Spirit allow Christians to dis-
cern others’hearts?

Thanks for whatever help you can
offer in clarifying this issue.

Georgia

Thank you very much for your mes-
sage. We appreciate your bringing your
concerns to us. 

Janna Thomas’article took a bit dif-
ferent approach to the subject since she
used some poetic elements as well as the
feminine perspective. But it seems you
and the article are just looking at differ-
ent parts of the subject of judging. God
has the ultimate judgment to make con-
cerning our salvation and is the only one
who can because He alone knows the
heart. However, that doesn’t preclude us
from making judgments not related to
salvation.

The article didn’t specifically address
John 7:24, but it addressed it in essence
in the section about “Reserving Judg-
ment,” where the article emphasizes the
importance of God’s “standards that
must be upheld regardless of individual
motivations or intentions.” Later the
article says, “Life demands discern-
ment.” These comments would point to
the importance of any judgments we
make being righteous ones.

About 1 Corinthians 2:16, we are to
be developing the mind of Christ, but
was Paul really saying that we, or the
troubled Corinthian church he was writ-
ing to, had it perfectly? The way the
Corinthians treated each other would
seem to indicate they were not fully using
the Spirit to discern others’hearts.

While we absolutely need to be able
to discern our own hearts and to
change them, in general we have no
responsibility for judging others’hearts
and no ability to change them.

We appreciate your interest, and
wish you all the best.

Straight to Our Father
I would like to take this God-given

opportunity to thank you and your gen-
erous hearts for sending me free copies
of your booklets. For the past years of
my early adult life (I am 22 years old), I
have felt that I lost my direction. I’ve
realized that—during those times when
the road which I was taking was dark
and I was really in desperation and in
unfathomable loneliness—God was
curving my path back to His arms. He
never left my side. 

I am really inspired and am continu-
ally seeking God . . . and your maga-
zines and booklets are one of the ways,
I am certain, that will lead me straight
to our Father. Again, thank you very

much, I wish to collect all of your book-
lets and magazines, if you permit it.
Thank you in advance. May you pros-
per more in order to help millions of
believers and unbelievers to nourish
their whole being through God’s grace.
God bless you always.

Internet

Positive, Timely Issues
It is hard to believe there have been so

many negative comments about the
November-December issue of The
Good News. Personally, I think it is a
positive issue on marriage and love.
Both of these are things we need in view
of all things going on right now in this
society.

The September-October issue was
also very timely in view of the court rul-
ings and new state laws on same-sex
marriage at that time.

Thank you for The Good News and
all the tapes you send. I appreciate it
more than I can say.

Michigan

Pictures Have Never Been
as Good

I am 24 and have grown up in the
Church, and thus seen countless maga-
zines and other publications produced
by the Church! The pictures have never
been as good as the ones in the Novem-
ber-December 2003 Good News. The
pictures for the marriage article as well
as the picture for the article on weekly
rest are excellent. The entire spread on
page 18 is eye-catching and well-put
together. 

It serves the articles so well to have
such updated pictures. (The pictures
from the ’80s can give the impression
that the content of the article is out of
date as well.)

I really enjoyed the four horsemen
article from the new issue too! 

Just thought I would share some of
my friends’ and my comments. Thank
you so much for your work!

Internet

Displaying Vertical Thought
In many church areas I’ve attended,

booklets and Good News magazines
are displayed on the information table.
I think it would be beneficial—espe-
cially for those congregations that have
youth—to also have at least one copy of
the Vertical Thought magazine.

I appreciate the work everyone
involved puts into this magazine. I’m
eager to read this current issue cover to
cover. Before I came online today to see
you had a new issue available, I was
thinking of asking some of the ques-
tions that it looks like this issue covers!

Internet

Good thoughts! Why not check with
your pastor about displaying Vertical
Thought in your congregation?

Keeping God Foremost in
Mind and Marriage

Thank you so much for the many
articles and the fullness of information
as well as the truth about world events
that you provide on the Web site. My
husband and I are excited about the
Bible Reading Program and the Virtu-
al Christian Magazine articles. 

We have a business where we are on
the road every other day. I have an
“office” in the back seat and work on
the computer after lunch, but in the
morning hours we Bible study. I read
the Bible Reading Program material
that my husband has printed for each
month and we study Scripture togeth-
er. Other times I read the numerous arti-
cles from The Good News and Virtual
Christian Magazine (also printed from
the Web site).

This is just one of the ways that we
keep God and His way of life foremost
in our minds and in our marriage. We
also enjoy the audio and video sermons
and the Good News radio program. We
have been blessed with so many ways
to enhance our studies.

Internet

Web Site “Truly a Blessing”
Of all the sites on my list, the UCG

site is the best one I have ever seen. Tru-
ly a blessing for anyone who wants to
prove the truth for themselves con-
cerning church doctrine for Christiani-
ty. Very informational and insightful,
filled with the truth of God’s Word.

This whole nation would benefit by
proving the Scriptures as the Bereans
did to see whether those things were so.
We would be more blessed with God’s
divine protection without the need for
homeland security instead of chastise-
ment with terrorism for idolatry and
violation of God’s Commandments!

Internet

Bible Study Course Survey
I appreciated the reverence to God.

This is the best Bible study I have ever
seen. I like the fact that it didn’t push
doctrine. The true Word of God is found
throughout the Bible study.

This was just awesome. I can’t wait
to continue to lesson 2. I especially like
the many references to the times we live
in and where the Bible fits right into
now. I can tell that much prayer and
hard work went into putting this togeth-
er, along with much wisdom. Thank
you for offering this freely to whoever
would want to inquire.

Internet

Appreciation for Cards
I am Cesar O. Adona, the husband of

your sister in Christ, Rosenda M.
Adona, who departed last Sept. 25,
2003, hoping for her resurrection.

We received numerous get-well and
condolence cards coming from different
congregations in the United States, and
we appreciate your genuine concern
about our situation. We hope this mes-
sage will be printed in United News for
the benefit of those who comforted us.

Cesar O. Adona, Philippines

Honest and Frank News
I just want to tell UCG.org thank you

for the very helpful and clear way that
your organization reports on world
events and news in your various publi-
cations. I often find UCG.org’s report-
ing on world events to be much more
honest and frank than the news chan-
nels, newspapers and magazines.

Internet

Professional, User-Friendly
I just want to thank you for a wonder-

ful job with the VT (Vertical Thought)
Web page! Very user-friendly, profes-
sionally made and it really appeals to the
present youth style. The magazine was
fabulous too—very helpful articles!

Internet

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or E-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.



Columnist “Offers”
The Good News

In his Jan. 19 article, consumer colum-
nist Herb Denenberg mentioned a
“remarkable” free magazine, The Good
News,even giving the e-mail address and
P.O. box to use to subscribe.

According to the Pennsylvania News-
paper Association Web site, Mr. Denen-
berg’s column appears in 25 newspapers,
though it is unclear how many ran the
section about the GN (one of 20 ques-
tions Mr. Denenberg answered that day).

The UCG home office staff started
noticing a number of GN requests from
Reading, Pennsylvania, in late January
and became curious. One writer said she
was “anxious to see what Herb Denen-
berg is raving about.” Another asked for
the free subscription she saw “advertised
in the newspaper ‘Ask Herb’section.”

It appears the Reading Eagle printed
the question and answer. The question
said, “In one of your pieces, you men-
tioned a free magazine that you found to
be worthwhile. That strikes me as a bar-
gain. How do I get a subscription?”

In answer,Mr. Denenberg wrote,“The
magazine is called The Good News. The
United Church of God, an International
Association, publishes it. I’m not trying
to convert anyone, but I think the maga-
zine is remarkable on two counts: First,
as I said before, it is worthwhile. I find as
many articles I want to read in it as many
of the magazines I subscribe to.

“Second, when I get a free magazine
or other publication free, I usually get
swamped by the publisher trying to sell
me something or get a contribution.

“I don’t remember that ever happening
with The Good News.”

Mr. Denenberg concluded with the
Church’s e-mail and P.O. box addresses.

The Pennsylvania Newspaper Associ-
ation Web site gave some of the colum-
nist’s background:“He is a former Penn-
sylvania Insurance Commissioner and
Public Utility Commissioner, and was a
professor at the Wharton School . . .”

News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ UCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“Avoiding Generosity Burnout!”
“The New Ecumenism: Is the Imperial
Church Coming Back?”
“Where Have All the Germans Gone?”
“2003: A Banner Year for God!”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!
www.ucg.org/worldnews/

■ E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org
■ The February Virtual Christian Magazine
includes “Perfect Love,” “Have You Performed
Your Vow Today?”, “Held Together by a Spiritual
Thread,” “The Gift That Keeps on Giving,”
“Lead Us Not Onto Temptation Island” and
“The Greatest of These Is Love.”
vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org
■ The January-March issue of Vertical
Thought has articles on dating, “What Guys
and Girls Want,” “A Touchy Subject,” faith,
recovering from mistakes, “Letters From
Ukraine,” Q&As and more.
verticalthought.org

Other Helpful Links
■ Youth and young adults’ Web site. 
www.ucgyouth.org

■ Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.

www.ucgsingles.org

■ Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

■ Good News Web site.
www.gnmagazine.org

■ Anchor: A message of hope for those
struggling with homosexuality.
www.anchorhelp.com

■ Good News/Tomorrow TV station listings.
www.ucg.org/multimedia/gntv.htm

■ Good Works Program
www.ucg.org/goodworks/

■ UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.
www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Council Candidates
Nominated

The audit firm of Clark, Schaefer,
Hackett & Co. reported the following
elders were nominated by the General
Conference of Elders as candidates for
the Council of Elders. 

International: William Eddington
and Leon Walker. United States: Gary
Antion, Clyde Kilough, Victor Kubik,
Dennis Luker, Les McCullough and
Richard Pinelli. Four of these will be
selected in the balloting at the GCE
meeting May 2 for three-year terms.

Vertical Thought
Subscriptions Up

With the completion of the second
issue of Vertical Thought, a clearer pic-
ture of our circulation has now
emerged. For the January-March 2004
issue, we mailed 3,100 copies (up from
2,500 for the first issue) directly to

young people. We also sent 900 bulk
copies to international areas. Added to
these numbers are extra copies for the
home office that will be used to fulfill
new subscriptions and gift offers
between now and April. Putting these
three categories together, we have a
print run of 5,000. 

The week following the posting of
this latest issue and e-mail notification
to over 1,100 people (we call this e-mail
notification Vertical News), we
received and answered 26 e-mails. That
number exceeds what we used to
receive in an entire month. January was
a record month with over 80 e-mail
messages received and answered. 

David Treybig

Elder Ordained in
Australia

Trevor William Huthnance was
ordained an elder Jan. 24 in Melbourne,
Australia. He and his wife, Lesby Adel,
serve the Melbourne congregation.

Swedish
Translators Wanted

Our small group in Sweden is plan-
ning to continue translating Church lit-
erature into Swedish, and is seeking
additional Swedish-speaking transla-
tors. If you would like to help, you can
contact Kira Engholm-Spenser by e-
mail at kiralves@yahoo.se.

ABC Statistics
To date, 154 students have graduat-

ed from the Ambassador Bible Center
since it began in the year 2000.

Also, 1,782 have received certificates
for completing ABC Mini-Samplers,
which have been offered in 12 cities.

Currently 34 students are attending
ABC. One student from Germany is
attending for the first half of the year,
and a student from the Isle of Man is
expected to attend the second semester.
Both international students hope to
complete the other half of the ABC pro-

gram in the future. Three students have
already been accepted for 2005.

In a change from what was reported
in the December 2003 issue, Richard
Thompson is teaching the Gospels
class again this year.

Over 500 Register
for Anchorage
Feast Site

Over 500 people have registered so
far for the Anchorage,Alaska,Feast site.
We are still accepting applications.
However, the Sheraton, the host hotel
where services will be held, is full. We
are currently arranging a nearby over-
flow hotel and expect the hotel rate to be
between $89 and $99 per night for a
quality property similar to the Sheraton.

If you wish to apply, use the applica-
tion form in the December United
News. Specific questions can be sent to
USFestival@ucg.org or call (970) 484-
5878. Charles Melear 

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices

The Cincinnati, Ohio, East congregation is
working to produce a high-quality cookbook
that would be available to everyone in the
Church, with all proceeds going directly to
the UCG Good Works Program. Individuals
around the world are invited to contribute
ideas and recipes for the following sections:

• Sabbath preparation tips. 
• Making the Sabbath special tips. 
• Special Sabbath recipes.
• Favorite potluck recipes. 
• Night to Be Much Observed menus/recipes. 
• Ideas and traditions: Spring Holy Days.
• Ideas and traditions: Fall Holy Days. 
“Our Church culture is very special and

unique,”said Belinda McCloud,who is spear-

heading the project. “We would love to put in
writing your wonderful recipes, sage advice
and valuable traditions to share with others
and pass on to the next generation.”

The cutoff date for submitting your tips and
recipes is April 1, 2004. Please double-check
your recipes for accuracy. Make sure they are
legible, the ingredient amounts are correct and
the oven temperature is included. Please list
all ingredients at the top of the recipe. If you
want your name and church area in the book,
please include that as well. We suggest that one
person in your congregation collect the recipes
and tips and send them to: United Church of
God, Attn: Cincinnati East Cookbook, P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.

Good Works Project: Recipes Needed


