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GCE Holds Ninth Annual Meeting May 2-3

GCE Hears International Reports

May 2 the General Conference of Elders heard nine
inspiring reports from international areas.

German-Language Area
The first international report was given by Paul Kieffer

about the German-language area. He pointed out that Ger-
man is the most widely spoken first language in the Euro-

pean Union and, in Eastern Europe, it is the most widely
spoken second language. The German Good News maga-
zine goes to 4,000 subscribers in 22 countries. There are 13
booklets in German, as well as a 12-lesson Bible Study
Course. Currently 270 are enrolled in the course, and 20

Paul Kieffer reports on the literature translated into German during his presentation to the General
Conference of Elders May 2; right, elders study a handout (photos by Janet Treadway)
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Ministerial Hire
Announced

Tim Waddle, an elder in the Col-
orado Springs, Colorado, congregation,
was hired by Ministerial Services and
will be training under Larry Neff in the
Colorado Springs, Denver and Love-
land, Colorado, congregations. 

He and his wife,Valerie, attended the
first Leadership Workshop in 2002 and
he was ordained on the Feast of Trum-
pets in 2003. They have two daughters,
Brianna, 12, and Vivian, 9 this month.

Elders Ordained
Raul Villacote was ordained an elder

on the first day of Unleavened Bread,
April 6, in Leyte, Philippines. He and
his wife, Marita, will assist pastor Flo-
rante Siopan in taking care of the needs
of the two congregations and scattered
brethren in the Leyte area.

Also ordained on the first Holy Day
was Fred Reeves. He and his wife,
Cheryl, serve in the Tacoma, Washing-
ton, area.

Jim Springer was also ordained an
elder April 6. He and his wife, Lorinda,
serve in the Sacramento, California,
area.

27,623 Respond to
Subscriber Letter

As of the end of April, 27,623 Good
News subscribers had responded to a let-
ter offering them the new booklet, Jesus
Christ:The Real Story. This is nearly 17
percent of the 165,000 letters mailed,
and responses continue to come in.

Overall, mail received at the home
office was up 50 percent for the first four
months of the year, with 198,434 items

First Education Conference Refines Efforts

“The 21st-Century Church:Rising to
the Challenge” was the theme of the
ninth Annual Meeting of the General
Conference of Elders May 2 and 3 in
Cincinnati, Ohio. More than 200 elders
and 150 wives attended.

Chairman Clyde Kilough welcomed
everyone and introduced the 15 elders
who have been ordained and the elder
who was credentialed since the last
GCE meeting.

The morning session May 2 consist-
ed of nine inspiring international
reports (see below) and a tribute to
deceased elders and wives. Those

whose memories were honored were
Patricia Ann Arritt, Ray Francis Bloom,
Betty Clune, Roy Buck Hammer,
Werner W. Krebs, Nancy Lee Lump-
kin,Andrew M. Prettyman and Jacque
Roesler.

In the afternoon, the elders balloted
on the Strategic Plan, Operation Plan,
budget, amendments and four Council
members (see “Ballot Results,”page 3).
Then came reports from the president
and operation managers.

Reports to the GCE
President Roy Holladay gave a

PowerPoint presentation organized
around the mandates the Council had
given to him as president to show what
has been accomplished in areas such as:

• Promoting Christ-centered servant
leadership (now renamed “Godly Lead-
ership,” as approved by the Council).

• Implementing the Council’s Inter-
net resolution.

• Ministerial policies on retirement,
education, etc. which are being evaluat-
ed and developed.

He finished by looking at where we
are going in the future.

Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick followed

with a report that the income for the cur-
rent fiscal year would likely be within 1
percent of the budgeted amount,and that
expenses were being kept in line. He
expressed gratitude to God and all who
contribute financially in support of the
work of UCGIA. Because of this support,
the Church’s financial condition contin-
ues to be stable and liquid, with moder-
ate growth in all financial indicators. He
also expressed his hope and expectation
that the Church will continue on the path
of responsible spending restraint.

Twenty individuals representing ele-
ments of the four modules of education
established in 1996 and other major edu-
cational efforts of the United Church of
God met at the home office for three
days March 21 to 23 to review and dis-
cuss coordination of the Church’s efforts
in education.

“The combined efforts of the field
ministry, office staff and members are
producing ‘good fruit’ in the education
area,” said Church president Roy Hol-
laday. “I think all of the participants
would agree that this conference was a
good start in assessing and refining our
educational efforts.”

The History of UCG
Educational Efforts

The Council of Elders established the
framework of current Church education

efforts eight years ago. In March 1996,
the Council proposed a focus of four
basic modules of education to guide the
instructional efforts of the United
Church of God. Those four modules—
general, ministerial, focused and youth
education—were approved at the Birm-
ingham,Alabama, Council meetings in
May 1996. The four modules were
fleshed out with appropriate vision and
mission statements and launched by the
Council on Jan. 9, 1997.

Since that time, the sheer volume of
material the Church has produced in its
educational efforts has grown from a
stream to a flood. Multiple thousands of
pieces of literature, audio- and video-
tapes (including Feast video and United
Youth Camp video productions, mem-
ber and minister education efforts, the
sermon-tape program and literature on

tape for the visually impaired),CDs and
DVDs have gone out. Increasing num-
bers of “hits” on the five centrally coor-
dinated Church Web sites demonstrate
the growing reach of this education

New Booklet
Promoted
Several Ways

Because of increased public interest
in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and with
Passover and Easter on people’s minds,
a special Web page was developed
offering the Church’s new booklet,
Jesus Christ: The Real Story, and a free
subscription to The Good News maga-
zine. The Web page was created to
make it easier for new visitors to locate
the new booklet instead of searching for
it on the United Church of God Web
site. This special Web page address was
promoted through four main sources:

1. A press release was submitted to a
global online press release agency, PR
Web. This same press release was sent
to elders to release in their areas. PR
Web is the largest newswire catering to
small- and medium-sized companies
and organizations, and one of the
largest online press release newswires.

2. Newspaper column ads were cre-
ated for local church areas to use in
local papers, and coupons were
designed to be cut out and handed to
interested individuals. Both ads fea-
tured the new booklet and the Web page
to visit to request a personal copy. Sev-
eral congregations have already been
running these advertisements in local
community newspapers.

3. Increased exposure through Over-
ture.com has been initiated, which dis-
plays search results in leading Web site
search engines.
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received. Internet responses were up 177
percent,now making up almost a third of
all requests received. Cards were up 31
percent and other mail was up 9 percent.

Spring Holy Day
Figures Reported

In the United States,attendance for the
first day of Unleavened Bread was
13,270, down 0.1 percent. The prelimi-
nary report on the offering was
$713,114.38, up 4 percent. For the last
day, attendance was 12,532, up 2.9 per-
cent. The preliminary figures for the offer-
ing were $710,652.40, up 5.6 percent.

11 New Radio
Programs Produced

On March 31 and April 1, Gary Pet-
ty recorded nine new radio programs
for use during our next 13-week con-
tract period, which begins May 8. Two
other programs were produced from
previously recorded Good News TV
programs. Jerold Aust was in Cincin-
nati to record four of the programs in
the studio with Mr. Petty, and longtime
elder and Cincinnati resident Ed Smith
was here to record two programs with
Mr. Petty. In addition, discussions took

place via telephone with Howard
Davis, Randy Stiver and Gary Black.
Here is a listing of what was covered:

“America’s Culture War,” “Role of
Religion,” “Radical Liberalism,” “What’s
Wrong With the Bible?,”“Did God Cre-
ate People Evil?,” “Myth and Truth of
Armageddon,” “God Versus Satan,”
“The Mark of the Beast,”“The Passion’s
Missing Dimension,” “The Hope of the
Dead” and “A Rabbi Named Jesus.”

Peter Eddington

Challenger Camp
Canceled for 2004

The Teton camp has run for eight con-
secutive sessions,but this summer it will
be taking a one-session break, and will
resume operation the summer of 2005.
This is a very time-intensive and logis-
tics-intensive camp for staff to operate,
and many factors must all come togeth-

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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medium. Internet users access videos of
UCGIAeducational material and televi-
sion programming, literature, requests
for Personal Correspondence replies to
questions, Virtual Christian Magazine
and regular installments of the Bible
Reading Program.

Other vehicles include The Good
News magazine, booklets, Bible Study
Course, United News, World News and
Prophecy, Ministerial Quarterly, Verti-
cal Thought magazine, Anchor, reprint
articles and study papers. Internal com-
munications in the form of reports from
the Council, letters from the chairman
and the president, etc., add to the moun-
tain of educational material. Factor in
broadcast advertising promotions, radio
and cable-access TV productions, and
the picture broadens yet further. 

Numerous discussions, meetings and
planning sessions have clearly propelled
the Church’s very successful education
efforts to date. But in the seven years
since the launch of the core approach in
early 1997, there has not been a com-
prehensive review of the entire scope of
UCG’s educational outreach by as many
of the contributors to that effort as
occurred during the Education Confer-
ence. Church president Roy Holladay
had proposed the three-day conference
to further coordinate the Church’s edu-
cational efforts. 

Reports: Where We Are Now
The following 14 reports kicked off

the conference:
• Ministerial Candidate program;

four module coordination (Richard
Pinelli).

• Ministerial Education (Don Ward).
• Youth Education (Doug Horchak).
• Sabbath school curriculum (Jim

Servidio).
• United Youth Camps (Larry Grei-

der).
• Teen Bible study guides (Larry

Greider).
• Vertical Thought magazine (Dave

Treybig).
• Youth Corps and Young Adult

weekends (Doug Horchak).
• General Education (Jim Franks).

• Focused Education (Dennis Luker).
• Ambassador Bible Center (Gary

Antion).
• Council of Elders Education/Min-

isterial Services Committee (Richard
Thompson).

• Godly Leadership Task Force
(Mark Winner).

• Media (Peter Eddington).
With a broad-based summary of

ongoing efforts now before them, the
group turned its attention to hammering
out vision and mission statements and
capturing in exact words an overarching
philosophy of Church education to help
keep all ongoing and future efforts tight-
ly coordinated and focused. 

Serving All Ages
Next on the docket was how to tack-

le specific concerns that were raised. The
group acknowledged that the Church
faces a growing challenge to make
church services more inspiring to all
who attend. The Church is a family with
all ages and backgrounds represented,
and the weekly Sabbath service is a
prime educational vehicle for its mem-
bers. Those in the ministry face the
weekly challenge of helping those fam-
ily members see “why is this impor-
tant?” Younger ones in the audience,
especially, need to see what the connec-
tion is to this life, as well as “the life to
come.” They need to see what makes
Christianity work,not just why it works. 

Since the Church needs to serve all
ages in its educational outreach, Mr.
Holladay led a discussion on “cradle to
grave education.”

Building Relationships
Within the Church

One of the challenges facing all
churches in our society is the retention of
their youth. The Church of God, though
distinct from others in virtually every
other way, is no different in this one. 

The brainstorming turned to facilitat-
ing the building of relationships within
the Church, a huge key for most young
people. Dr. Ward pointed out how
important it is for the ministry of the
Church to understand child growth and
development principles, since children
learn method much more readily than

content when they’re young. He spoke
of his concern from the earliest days of
his church experience at seeing young
children excluded from the learning
processes—being “kept quiet” instead
of learning to connect with the message
in age-appropriate ways. 

All agreed that the most common fac-
tor in those who leave the Church is the
presence of a relationship with a
boyfriend/girlfriend outside the Church.
At some point, each young person must
connect with the truth itself, though that
process is usually quite different for
“second-generation Christians” than for
“first-generation.” The core of child
development takes place early in life—
usually well before the teen years. How
can the Church strive to speak to that
development when it is happening? As
they grow, how can we integrate the
youth into Church operations?

Where Do We Go From Here?
The conference then moved to evalu-

ating “where we are now and where do
we go from here” in each of the four
modules of education. 

General Education will be changed
by adding the topic of “race relations”
(with the accompanying task force
chaired by Todd Carey) to this area,
moving it to where it properly belongs
from its present location in the Focused
Education module.

Focused Education will add one
component, work in the area of addic-
tive behaviors, to its list. That will
bring to five the areas focused on—
alcoholism and substance abuse,
addictive behaviors, abuse (sexual,
physical and verbal), homosexuality

and marriage dysfunctionality. 
Ministerial Education will strive to

identify more clearly the delineation of
efforts among the educational products
of Ministerial Services, the Ministerial
Education Task Force, Ambassador
Bible Center and the Ministerial Candi-
date Program. The latter is a function of
Ministerial Services, but sometimes
interfaces with ABC when potential
elders need to receive formal instruction
in Bible classes.

Youth Education also deals with over-
lapping efforts. Vertical Thought maga-
zine is a product of the Church’s media
efforts, but is clearly part of its outreach
to youth. Ambassador Bible Center is a
separate arm of the education efforts,
answering directly to the Church presi-
dent (not Ministerial Services,which has
oversight of the four modules of educa-
tion). How do all these interact and sup-
port each other? Can we further struc-
ture educational weekends for young
adults? What about resources for parents
of young children—does this belong
here or with General Education? How
can we continue to refine our Sabbath
school/Festival instruction program?

Measuring Effectiveness
Finally, the group turned its attention

to two questions—what effect is our
“product” having, and what do we need
to do to reassess our review processes
for that product? The amount of mate-
rial being generated is massive—more
than most can easily assimilate. This is
not necessarily a bad thing, but it’s most
important to make sure we’re “hitting
the target” of what people need. 

No one assessment mechanism will
automatically fit all programs. The
review processes will take some time
to fully flesh out—the next year will no
doubt be a year of development. The
assessment process will need to mea-
sure both effectiveness and efficiency.

In wrapping up the proceedings, Mr.
Holladay thanked all for their partici-
pation and stated that he envisions a
conference of this sort being held annu-
ally in January. This will enable its
results to be incorporated into the Oper-
ation Plan each year.

Doug Johnson

“Education,” continued from
page 1
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ABC coordinator Gary Antion makes
a point at the education conference

Longtime elder Ed Smith joins Gary
Petty in the GN radio studio (photo
by Peter Eddington)
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Ballot Results
At the end of the May 2 afternoon session, Gerald Seelig, secretary of the

General Conference of Elders, announced the results of the balloting:
• The 2004-05 Strategic Plan passed 307 to 18.
• The 2004-05 Operation Plan passed 297 to 26.
• The 2004-05 budget passed 266 to 59.
• Amendment to the Constitution 1.0 (Mission Statement); Bylaws 4.1; and

Preamble to the Rules of Association failed 145 to 180.
• Amendment to Bylaws 8.2.1, 9.1 and 9.2 (restricting operation managers

from concurrently serving on the Council) failed 159 to 167.
• Amendment to Bylaws 8.4.3 (dealing with the details of filling vacancies

on the Council) passed 277 to 47.
Four Council seats are filled each year. The four men selected for three-year

terms are:
• Clyde Kilough.
• Victor Kubik.
• Les McCullough.
• Leon Walker as an international member of the Council.
Note: The balloting was overseen by the accounting firm of Clark, Schaefer,

Hackett & Co. The actual figures above have not yet been certified at press time,
but the results will not be affected.

Richard Pinelli, Ministerial Services
operation manager, reported that the pas-
tors have done a good job in keeping
down expenses. In the area of health, he
said,we are “holding our own,but hold-
ing our breath.” One retirement is
planned in the coming year.

He focused his presentation on the

leadership development program,which
includes three tiers: local identification
and training; leadership seminars in the
regions; and the Leadership Workshop
over Labor Day weekend at the home
office. Of the 41 who have been through
the Leadership Workshops, 28 were
Ambassador College graduates,13 were
already ordained and two more have
been ordained since. Seven have been
hired, with another to be hired in June.

Peter Eddington focused his Media
and Communications Services report
on two aspects of media. He gave an
update on the advertising and PR used
for the new booklet Jesus Christ: The

Real Story (see “New Booklet Promot-
ed Several Ways” on page 1). 

He also highlighted how a video stu-
dio in the home office would be helpful
in producing content for the Internet,
especially as broadband Internet access
becomes more and more common. Cur-
rently about 40 percent of Americans
have broadband access, but predictions
are that 70 percent will have it by 2007.

And many other countries are ahead of
the United States in this area.

Mr. Eddington pointed out that the
Church has historically been one of the
major users of new media, from radio
to television and now the Internet. He
also explained that the Media depart-
ment isn’t planning to buy expensive
broadcast television airtime, but would
continue using low-cost cable-access
television and the Internet. He said
video would be another tool in the
Church’s gospel-preaching tool belt,
with a cost of perhaps 3 to 5 percent of
the department’s annual budget.

Mr. Kilough then gave an address

from the chairman, including an update
on the renamed Godly Leadership Com-
mittee. He also shared an anonymous
note of appreciation from a member to
his or her pastor.

Then,playing off the story of heroism
from flight 93 on Sept. 11, 2001, he
encouraged the elders to prepare to meet
challenges with the attitude of “Let’s
roll.”

Keynote Address
Lyle Welty gave the first of two

keynote addresses. He discussed “Keep-
ing Our Foundational Principles Alive,”
stressing that the Bible is our foundation.
He compared the task to detecting coun-
terfeit money, in which the most effec-
tive approach is to constantly focus on
the genuine article—in our case, sound,
biblical doctrine. This is even more
important in a world that takes a subjec-
tive approach to spirituality.

Council of Elders Q&A
Sunday evening the Council of Elders

took questions from the elders. Subjects
addressed included manpower needs in
international areas, overall strategy in
working in Third World countries, con-
flict resolution, how to give input on the
budget in the preparation stage, the
Council members’ opinions about the
Elders Forum and how to make it better,
how to get more elders to participate in
balloting and the progress of the evan-
gelism task force. 

The Council mentioned that they will
be discussing the foundational philo-
sophical direction for preaching the
gospel in their meetings later in the
week, which will likely help clear up a
couple of questions dealing with the
media philosophy and the proposed
video studio. Council members also
confirmed that they are keeping the
doors open in contacts with other
Church of God groups.

Second Keynote Address
Monday morning started with the sec-

ond keynote address, “A Changing
World—How Will It Affect You and the
Church?” by Dave Baker.

Mr. Baker gave examples of how the
world is changing. Countries that were
closed and seemed impossible to reach
a few years ago,now are connected with
the outside world, and are contacting us
by e-mail. For example, a man in Laos
e-mailed him and is now getting the
Bible Study Course.

The world today has a growing anti-
American sentiment. The United
Church of God could be seen as an
American church, so Mr. Baker encour-
aged the international elders to write arti-
cles to help make the publications more
international.

Mr. Baker then listed several external
threats the Church faces:

• Anti-Christian views and anti-con-

version laws, not only in Islamic areas,
but in Hindu and Buddhist areas as well.

• Language barriers. Mr. Baker visit-
ed a man in Myanmar (formerly Burma)
who is well educated,but still didn’t real-
ly understand what “unleavened”meant.
More people speak Mandarin Chinese
than any other language. Yet we don’t
have any literature in Chinese.

• Our circulation is largely English.
Now 9 percent of the people of the world
speak English as their native language,
but by 2050 only 5 percent will. 

• Persecution.
Then Mr. Baker discussed some inter-

nal threats we face:
• Lack of local leadership. As Mr.

Pinelli said, we need to pray for dis-
cernment.

• Division. Can we use God’s Spirit
to promote unity?

Mr. Baker closed with the analogy of
the amazing strength of a suspension
bridge held up by cables. The thousands
of intertwined wires make it incredibly
strong. And in like manner the Church
can be too.

Concluding Remarks
At the end of the GCE,Clyde Kilough

gave an inspirational message about the
type of people who will rise to the chal-
lenges ahead. 

He said the people of God have
always been vision- and mission-driven.
Studies of married couples show that the
happiest couples nurture and share their
visions of the future. Unhappy people
focus on the past.

Mr. Kilough also pointed out the

importance of commitment. Our culture
values choice: “Keep your options
open” is commonly given advice. But as
Les McCullough once said, “If you
leave yourself a way of escape, sooner or
later you will use it.”

The calling to the ministry is a life of
sacrifice. It means giving up something
you want for something you want more.
It’s been said that sacrifice is to love,
what exercise is to muscles.

Mr. Kilough encouraged his hearers
to capture the vision God sets before us
with commitment and sacrifice. Then
we will be able to go beyond the chal-
lenges to the ultimate goal.

Mike Bennett

“GCE,” continued from page 1

Larry Salyer and Victor Kubik at the GCE (photos by Janet Treadway)

Ranier Salomaa, Anthony Wasilkoff, Glen White and Bob Berendt at the GCE

Pre-GCE Sabbath Services and Saturday Night Activities
Approximately 200 elders and 150 of

their wives gathered in Cincinnati for the
Sabbath before the ninth Annual Meet-
ing of the General Conference of Elders.
During the announcements, Roy Holla-
day welcomed everyone, and pointed
out that this was actually the 10th meet-
ing overall, counting the 1995 meetings
in Indianapolis, Indiana, where United
was formed.

In addition to the overflow crowd of
850 in attendance in Cincinnati, 131
congregations were connected by tele-
phone hookups, along with 169 cyber-
cast connections.

Split sermons were given by Allan
Hambleton and Joel Meeker. Mr. Ham-
bleton spoke on endurance, using the
example of a South Vietnamese soldier’s
struggle to survive and then to escape
with his family after his country fell. This
young man’s success highlighted Mr.
Hambleton’s points, summed up by
GPS: Goal, Persistence and Sacrifice.

Mr. Meeker used the famed French
Foreign Legion to tie in with the scrip-
tural analogy of the Christian soldier.
God’s army is not engaged in physical
warfare, but like the Foreign Legion is
drawn from many nations. The Christian

turns in his or her “spiritual passport,”
becoming a citizen of the Kingdom of
God, so Mr. Meeker encouraged us not
to let the contentions between nations
today impede our spiritual fellowship.
He discussed the heroes of faith that can
inspire us to keep going and keep our
eyes on the big picture. Like the Foreign
Legion’s distinctive head gear, the Chris-
tian’s love must be our unmistakable
sign on our way to ultimate victory in
God’s Kingdom.

Saturday evening, after the chair-
man’s reception, a well-attended two-
hour question-and-answer session was
held on the ballot issues, specifically the
amendments and the Strategic Plan,
Operation Plan and budget. The meet-
ing began and ended with prayer.

Chairman Clyde Kilough introduced
the evening by explaining that this was
the first year for this type of Q&A ses-
sion and that it was the result of feedback
from the GCE. He outlined the rules set
up to promote a productive and orderly
educational session. He then introduced
the chairman of the Amendment Com-
mittee,Roc Corbett,who moderated the
amendment section of the evening. 

The elders then heard from those who

proposed two amendments (one tweak-
ing the Church’s mission statement and
one limiting operation managers from
serving on the Council) and those who
had submitted statements of concern
about them. Several elders asked addi-
tional questions to clarify these state-
ments. 

After a break, Mr. Kilough moderat-
ed questions about the Strategic Plan,
Operation Plan and budget. The admin-
istration (Roy Holladay, Richard Pinel-
li, Peter Eddington and Tom Kirk-
patrick) and the chairman of the Council
committee responsible for the Strategic
Plan,Aaron Dean, fielded the questions.

In addition to questions asking for
clarification of specific line items on the
budget, there were several questions on
the rapidly climbing health care-related
expenses. Dr. Kirkpatrick assured the
elders that all options were being com-
pared annually, and that the Church’s
current plan still saves $700,000 over the
best current alternative. There were also
questions about how the budgeting
process works, how international subsi-
dies are arrived at and what is being done
in longer range planning, including such
areas as a possible TV studio.  UN
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4. On April 7, the religion editors of
222 U.S. newspapers were mailed the
press release, along with two versions

of our column advertisements.
In just over a week, 761 requests for

the booklet and The Good News mag-
azine have been received via this Web
page using the promotion methods

above. Of these, 570 are from the Unit-
ed States and 191 are from other coun-
tries. So far in the month of April, this
special Web page is in the top 10 pages
viewed on the ucg.org Web site. Not

everyone who views the Web page
requests the booklet, but they have been
introduced to the available literature.

The ucg.org Web site continues to
demonstrate itself as a useful tool as

more than 225,000 new and returning
visitors accessed the Web site for the
month of March!

Peter Eddington/Aaron Booth/John
LaBissoniere

“Booklet,” continued from page 1

Prior to the General Conference of
Elders meetings, international elders got
together for a full day of meetings April
29. There were representatives from
Australia, Canada, the Caribbean, New
Zealand, Kenya, South Africa, United
Kingdom, Mexico, Central and South
America, Germany, French Europe,
French Africa, Estonia, the Philippines,
Nigeria and Ghana.

After a welcome message delivered
by Chairman Clyde Kilough, Peter
Eddington guided discussions about the
challenges of media needs. Elders rep-
resenting the various countries explained
to home office representatives the needs
and concerns of their respective coun-
tries. There were suggestions as to how
some of the concerns could be rectified.
Among those suggestions were requests
that our publications carry more articles
that would be more basic to reach the
unchurched. 

International representatives were
reassured that the Council of Elders is
currently working on a comprehensive
editorial policy that will give more direc-
tion and guidelines for all media efforts.

Tom Kirkpatrick explained the Good
Works program that the Church has set
up to help congregations in developing
countries. Fund-raisers are organized by
individuals and congregations wishing
to contribute above and beyond their reg-
ular tithes and offerings.

The afternoon was dedicated to
answering an assortment of questions
previously submitted by elders from the
international areas. Each international
area is governed by respective laws of
the land and thus individual national
councils are set up reflect this. 

Richard Pinelli addressed the question
of what help is available to assist the
international areas with their manpower
training. Much material is already avail-
able upon request. Feedback was given
to the home office staff as to how to
make this material more useful for the
internationals.

Manpower for the Feast of Taberna-
cles is always an issue for the interna-
tional areas. David Evans explained that
once the needs are made known to Min-
isterial Services, several elements must
be considered before assigning an elder

to assist in an international Feast site. 
An ongoing concern is the difficulty

for young people to find mates within
the Church. In some areas,marrying out-
side the Church is becoming more com-
mon. Elders discussed the difficulties
associated with this situation and how it
can be mitigated.

Achieving doctrinal and administra-
tive unity is our goal but is not simple or
easy to come by. According to Leon
Walker, to better reach this goal requires
more and better communication. We do
have clearly defined doctrines and poli-
cies that all elders should be aware of.
All were encouraged to check the source
of rumors by clarifying and checking
with the home office and perhaps even
the Council when there is a question.

The final discussion centered on how
international areas can become more
closely connected with each other. One
suggestion was to share weekly and/or
monthly updates. A possible special
Web site was proposed so that various
media ideas could be shared among all
interested international regions.

Anthony Wasilkoff

have completed it, leading to one bap-
tism request.

Mr. Kieffer discussed the members’
involvement in everything from the Web
site to proofreading to bookkeeping. He
also reported on the emphasis on youth,
with a second annual youth weekend in
a windmill coming up, and summer
camp planned for this year.

Mr. Kieffer also mentioned the work
of the Church in the Netherlands, where
a Dutch supplement to The Good News
is now going to 1,100 readers.

Eastern Europe
Johnnie Lambert, an elder in New

York, then reported on the fledgling
work being done in several languages in
Eastern Europe. He explained that at the
table at the Night to Be Much Observed
in Estonia, five languages were repre-
sented! Through the work of a number
of members, literature is being produced
in a number of languages.

Now 535 Good News magazines are
going into 22 Eastern European coun-
tries. The owners of a radio station in
Estonia have been very supportive, and
are willing to let us send an offer for a
Russian version of the Bible Study Course
to their Russian-language mailing list.

French-Language Area
Joel Meeker reported on the French-

speaking work of the Church scattered
around the world. He and three other
elders serve 220 attendees (including 92
baptized members), both with the spo-
ken word and with literature. The French
Good News is now being produced six

times a year, and four booklets are being
produced in French this year. 

Mr. Meeker focused his attention on
describing his recent trip to visit a group
in the Ivory Coast. The story of this
group’s amazing first contact with
United last Feast was told in the article,
“Not Easy to Find the Feast!” in the
November 2003 United News
(www.ucg.org/un/un0311/feast03.htm#3).
After nearly 10 years of searching, they
were able to find a group, United, keep-
ing God’s Holy Days. On his trip Mr.
Meeker found that they had already put
up a sign with United’s name in French
at their meeting hall.

Spanish-Speaking Area
Larry Roybal,pastor from Monterrey,

Mexico, discussed the Spanish-speak-
ing work of the Church with the theme,
“the Church that changes lives.” He
talked about a member who rides his
bicycle to services 45 kilometers each
way—or about 56 miles total. Mr. Roy-
bal mentioned that he has not been late
even one time!

Another family was living in an area
where growing marijuana was the main
source of livelihood. They chose to sell
their home and move to the city to get
legal jobs.

There were 74 baptisms in 2003,
bringing the total in the area to 1,093.
Currently 15,000 copies of the Spanish
Good News are printed, and there are 16
booklets translated into Spanish. Mr.
Roybal also highlighted the Web sites
and cybercasting done in Chile and Mex-
ico. He thanked Allen Hirst and Dan
Deininger for their help in setting this up
(see “Cybercast Servant,” page 9).

Mr. Roybal also announced the new
Feast site planned for Portugal (see page
16).

Southern Africa
Bill Jahns discussed the challenges

facing the people of southern Africa,
including false religion, AIDS and
poverty. He mentioned the number
attending in the countries in the region:
South Africa,220; Zambia,69; Malawi,
66; and Zimbabwe, 21. At present
15,000 copies of The Good News are
being distributed.

Mr. Jahns highlighted the growth of
the Church in Malawi. From two peo-
ple seven years ago it has grown to 36
members keeping the Passover. He has
baptized 23 people there himself. 

He explained that the average salary
in Malawi is about $20 a month. He told
the story of how the LifeNets charitable
organization has not only helped mem-
bers establish two clinics, but helped a
lady who had had a stroke at the birth of
her daughter become productive
through providing her with a sewing
machine (see “Malawi Women Launch
Sewing Project,” page 5).

East Africa
John Elliott also highlighted a rapid-

ly growing region in East Africa, where
growth has been around 50 percent a
year. Now about 400 attend services in
23 congregations in the countries of
Kenya,Tanzania and Uganda. Two dea-
cons were recently ordained and five
principal assistants help with the grow-
ing workload. The translation of Church
literature into Swahili and Luo is mak-
ing good progress.

An East Africa Web site has been
developed and a summer camp is
planned for about 35 teens in December.

Nigeria
Fred Kellers gave his presentation

dressed in Nigerian garb. He also talked
about the rapid growth of the Church in
this populous country. One of every six
Africans lives in Nigeria.

The Sabbath Church of God, a group
with five congregations and about 400
people,now considers itself part of Unit-
ed. With all the growth, there will need
to be two Feast sites in Nigeria this year.
It is a dangerous place, and Mr. Kellers
expressed his appreciation to Mark
Mickelson for being willing to serve in
Nigeria for the Feast this year.

New Zealand and South
Pacific

Jeff Caudle reported that the 75
brethren in New Zealand meet in Auck-
land and three outlying groups. The
1,600 copies of The Good News in New

Zealand are renewed aggressively to
constantly reach interested new people.

Mr. Caudle also serves the South
Pacific, where many longtime readers
are showing an interest in the Church,
and Southeast Asia, which is rapidly
growing. In Singapore, Indonesia and
Malaysia, the Church has grown from 8
to 35 people in the past two years.

Mr. Caudle also told the story of a new
member in Indonesia who was spared
from the Marriott bombing when a lun-
cheon engagement was cancelled.

Australia
Bill Bradford reported that the

Church in Australia has an attendance of
621,served by three regional pastors and
14 elders. Two new ministers have
recently been hired. Many members
have been responsible for the growth in
Good News distribution. Of the 21,000
copies, 11,600 are going to subscribers.

The Church in Australia is using a
leadership camp and club to help pre-
pare for the future.  UN

Elders Attend Workshops

“International,” continued from
page 1

Elders and wives attending the GCE
had the option of choosing from among
the following workshops and lectures:

Growing Kids God’s Way: This
workshop introduced a proven interac-
tive 18-week program that helps parents
with the challenges of child rearing.
(Randy Schreiber and Gerald Hoyer)

Teaching and Motivating Youth:
This workshop session explained
research-proven instructional strategies
and techniques that can ignite and moti-
vate young people to develop an enthu-
siasm for learning and to apply the truth
of God in their lives. Interactive discus-
sion, how to use higher-level thinking
questions to enhance learning and
hands-on activities were a part of this
workshop. (Larry Greider, Doug Hor-
chak and Dan Salcedo)

The Roles and Rules of Confiden-
tiality in Regards to Sensitive Issues:
This workshop was designed to equip
the ministry with practical advice and
tools to effectively engage in some of
the most complex situations that con-
front their ministry. (Robin Webber
and Larry Darden)

Speaking Skills Development 1:
Speaking, Leading and Learning
Styles: This seminar explored how the
minister’s communication skills can be
enhanced by understanding how people
learn and what they expect leaders to
help them achieve. (Don Ward)

Speaking Skills Development 2:
Keeping Audience Attention: This
workshop focused on specific tools and
methods any speaker can use to hold and
focus audience attention throughout his
message. (David Johnson)

Conducting Church Ceremonies:
This seminar discussed the use of the
three ceremonies used in United (the

marriage ceremony, the baptism cere-
mony and the blessing of little children),
the wording and possible alternate uses
such as renewing marriage vows, etc.
(Richard Pinelli)

Dealing With Ministerial Stress:
This presentation identified stress
among the ministry and offered some
guidelines for managing the growing
challenges in the 21st-century Church.
(Paul Suckling)

Living the Life of a Ministerial
Wife—Part 2: The areas discussed in
this workshop included: cherishing the
beauty of your age, nourishing your joy,
getting your body’s full attention,assess-
ing your mental strength and nurturing
relationships. (Judy Servidio, DeLee
Hargrove, Marian Sargent, Tanya Hor-
chak,Evelyn Shafer and Karen Meeker)

Preparing Your Computer for the
21st Century:This session covered pro-
tecting your computer and keeping it
running fast and efficient. (Richard Ken-
nebeck and Paul Wasilkoff)

Strategies for Ailing Marriages: To
effectively assist couples,ministers must
properly assess the impediment in their
relationships in order to help them arrive
at a workable solution for their marriage
to grow and be happy. (Gary Antion)

Achieving Your Heartfelt Goals:
This workshop focused on developing a
personal mission statement and dis-
cussed the latest trends in the creation
and accomplishment of your individual
or congregational goals. (Greg Thomas)

Advanced Prepare/Enrich Certifi-
cation: This workshop helped partici-
pants better use the Couple Types and
Family Map, learn about new invento-
ries and improve counseling skills with
couples. (Terry Snyder, professional
facilitator for Prepare/Enrich Seminars)
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Malawi is a landlocked country in
southern Africa where many struggle to
make a living. The average salary there
is around $20 a month, and good jobs
are very scarce. 

Last year, I wanted to find out if the
women of Malawi had specific talents
that could produce goods that could be
sold in the United States and other coun-
tries. I found out that the answer was a
resounding “yes,” and so a sewing pro-
ject began.

Women from both the Blantyre and
the Lilongwe congregations became
very enthusiastic about the project and
started sewing many hours a day.  When
I arrived in Malawi last year, I found that
there were several large bags of beauti-
fully sewn items that had been made by
the Malawi women. Some of these items
have already been sent to the United
States, and several have received a beau-

tiful reminder of Malawi. We are hoping
to sell many more items in the future.

Some of the items have embroi-
dered on them a picture of a zebra,
while others have a flower on them.
They can be used for table covers or to
decorate a wall. The ladies are thank-
ful to LifeNets for the “seed” money

that was given to help start the project. 
I was pleased and surprised at the will-

ingness of the women to create these
items. This project is an excellent exam-
ple of how to create “work” that benefits
people who live under difficult condi-
tions.

Bill Jahns

Malawi Women Launch Sewing Project

As of April 21,UCG–British Isles had
received 960 responses to the semi-
annual letter offering the new
booklet, Jesus Christ: The
Real Story.This is an excellent
26 percent response.

A total of 3,556 letters were
sent—2,879 to the United
Kingdom and 677 to Europe,
Scandinavia and the Middle
East. 

The letter referred to Mel
Gibson’s film The Passion
of the Christand offered the
latest UCG booklet dealing
with Christ’s life and mis-
sion. In the first week, 55 readers donat-
ed £600 towards the work of the Church. 

Other Letters
A letter to members, associates and

coworkers was mailed to around 230

heads of household in mid-March. It
focused on the Passover season and its

relationship to the work
of the Church. 

Also, 190 donors and
“subscriber members”
received a letter in March
updating them on the
progress of the work of
UCG–Brtish Isles during
the last 12 months. 

Subscriber members are
Church members not in
our fellowship but who
have stated their interest in
the literature of the United

Church of God.

Office Move
Sunday,March 14, the Church’s stock

of booklets, along with all items needed
to support booklet mailing operations,

were relocated from Eccleston in Lan-
cashire to Northwood, near London. 

Booklet stocks, storage crates, rack-
ing and stationery, as well as office fur-
niture and equipment, were loaded into
a van in Eccleston by Mark Webb and
David Fenney, transported by Mark and
then relocated into the Northwood office
by several volunteers.

The mailing of United News, World
News and Prophecy, the Bible Study
Course and Vertical Thought will con-
tinue from the northwest of England.

The Good News is mailed from a
commercial mailing house in Kingston-
upon-Thames and is unaffected by this
office move.

The Eccleston office will be vacated
over the next few months. When the
lease terminates,operations in the north-
west will continue from volunteers’
homes.  UN

U.K. Reports Responses to Letters; Office Move

The Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the United Church of
God–Isle of Man took place at Close
Woirrey, Ramsey, Feb. 14. 

(The Isle of Man, between England
and Ireland, is not part of the United
Kingdom, so the Church there is regis-
tered as an Isle of Man charity.)

The minutes of the 2003 AGM were
read by Philip Perry, the secretary, and
were accepted.

The chairman, David Payne, report-
ed that the Church on the island had
achieved a lot during 2003: some 4,100
Good News brochures had been mailed
to addresses on the island, with just
under a 1 percent response. The con-
gregation has nearly completed its pro-
ject of mailing a brochure to every
address on the island. Two lectures for
Good News readers were held either

side of the Feast, with a follow-up invi-
tation extended to those who had
attended those lectures to attend a reg-
ular Sabbath service during December.
Several people accepted this invitation
and have attended Sabbath services on
a number of occasions since then.

Steven Green, the treasurer, present-
ed a record of the accounts for 2003,
commenting that the results of the
external audit of the accounts would be
received shortly and would then be
made available to the congregation. He
also presented the budget for 2004,
which projected a lower income figure
than 2003 as it is known that a number
of members will be leaving the island
during the year. The statement of
accounts and the budget were accept-
ed.

The congregation proposed that the

three retiring officers be returned to
their positions: David Payne as chair-
man, Philip Perry as secretary and
Steven Green as treasurer. This was
enthusiastically agreed!

Several items were discussed under
the heading of “any other business”:
donations to the congregation’s Chari-
ty Box; the need for a general assis-
tance fund; possible advertising pro-
jects; and the possibility of
once-a-month Sabbath meetings in the
Douglas area to which interested Good
News readers could be invited.

Finally, the congregation noted that
Paul and Kira Spenser would be mov-
ing from the island to Sweden toward
the end of March, and invited them to
a meal out at which everyone could say
their good-byes in a relaxed social set-
ting. UN

UCG–Isle of Man Holds Annual General Meeting

Minister Visits
Ireland

John Ross Schroeder, elder and Good
News staff member, traveled to Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland
March 20 to 22. His trip yielded promis-
ing prospects for a future video group,
especially in the Londonderry-Coleraine
area of Northern Ireland, but still acces-
sible to residents of greater Belfast. 

Plans are being formulated in con-
junction with Peter Hawkins for a Bible
study in the not-too-distant future. 

At the time of crossing, the Irish Sea
had been very rough with several ferry
cancellations, but the prayers of the
brethren were answered and Mr.
Schroeder had a relatively smooth trip
both ways.

Members Help
Buy Van for
Quadriplegic
Young Man

Members in South Africa, the United
States and other areas have been raising
funds to assist in buying a used wheel-
chair-accessible van for a young member
in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Martin Brown was left paralyzed from
the neck down in a diving accident in
1997. In spite of this, he refuses to give
up on life. He is active in his congrega-
tion, managing his congregation’s Web
site.

Because of his height, he needs a van
with proper headroom to transport him
in his wheelchair. The current van in
which his mother has been driving him
is unsafe. For South Africa the steering is
on the wrong side of the vehicle and
Martin has to recline at a 45-degree
angle.

People magazine in South Africa is
writing a feature about Martin Brown
and will raise the remaining amount of
money needed for the conversion of the
van. For more information, see
lifenets.org.

Victor Kubik

Philippine
Circulation Figures
Announced

At the end of last year, the circulation
of The Good News magazine in the
Philippines was 9,245 copies. Of these,
5,545 were mailed to subscribers and
3,700 were distributed in other ways.
The highest circulation was in the south-
ern island of Mindanao, with 5,787

copies, or 62 percent. Luzon had 20 per-
cent and the Visayas the other 18 percent.

The circulation of United News and
World News and Prophecy in the Philip-
pines both stood at 270, and 161 copies
of Vertical Thought were distributed,
reported United News Philippines
(www.ucg.org.ph/unp).

Canada Sets New
Attendance
Records

The Passover and spring Holy Days
have set new attendance records in Cana-
da. Following is a summary of the fig-
ures:

Passover 2004: 557
Passover 2003: 503
Change: +10.7 percent
First Day of Unleavened Bread (UB)

2004: 703 (the first time over 700)
First Day of UB 2003: 683
Change: +2.9 percent
Last Day of UB 2004: 637
Last Day of UB 2003: 634
Change: +0.5 percent

UCG–British Isles
Reports Spring
Feast Statistics

Passover attendance in seven British
Isles locations totaled 92 (compared to
80 in six locations in 2003). For Unleav-
ened Bread, the total attendance was 129
on the first day and 119 on the last day
(120 and 130 respectively in 2003). The
offerings were £2,797.82 for the first day
and £2,778.81 on the last day (£2,485.90
and £2,844.90 respectively in 2003). In
addition, on account of not living near to
a congregation, several brethren kept the
Passover at home or in small groups.

For the first time since 1998 the Unit-
ed Church of God held a formal Passover
service and also a service on the first day
of Unleavened Bread in Edinburgh. A
service in Edinburgh on Pentecost is
being planned.

Bible studies are being held and new
video groups established in many areas.

UCG–British Isles National
Announcements

Member in Madrid
Safe

Massud Zojaji, a recently baptized
member in Madrid, Spain, was only a
mile away from one of the terrorist
bombings in Madrid March 11. He
reports:

“Here in Madrid my family and I are
well. The bombing happened in our area
(southeast Madrid) and one of them in
the train station one mile away from our
house. I heard the explosion this morn-
ing before I left home for work.”

News
At a Glance

International
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March 31 marked the end of the fiscal
year in Canada. We ended the year on a
positive note with tithe income at a
healthy increase, for which we are truly
thankful. On the other hand, the Holy
Day offerings were about 1 percent
below budget for the year. Even so, we
started the new fiscal year in good shape,
and that will help us to deal with the
$50,000 cut in our home office subsidy,
which will begin in a few months. 

During the month of March, 384 new
names were added to our files.  As of the

beginning of April, we have a total of
439 members on file, including 12 bap-
tisms that have taken place since Janu-
ary. We also have a total of 109 cowork-
ers and 369 donors.

Helping spur this new growth are pro-
grams like the subscriber development
letters that we send out a few times a
year. The most recent letter, sent in Jan-
uary, continues to draw responses. As of
March 31, we had 655 responses to the
letter, which nets an 11.6 percent
response rate. Our Sabbath attendance

is also up with a 3.7 percent increase
over last year. The mail received so far
this calendar year is up about 10 percent
over last year. All these are indications of
steady growth in the Church in Canada.

The Media Team has been busily
working on a major campaign through
the Open & Save distribution system.
Open & Save delivers an envelope con-
taining an assortment of coupons to
residences throughout Canada. There
will be slightly over one million
coupons distributed to a cross section of

households coast to coast. The coupon
will offer our newest booklet Jesus
Christ: The Real Story as well as a sub-

scription to The Good News magazine.
Anthony Wasilkoff

Director of Operations

Canada Completes Fiscal Year on a Positive Note

On March 4 to 7 the Canadian
National Council held their spring
meeting in Victoria, British Columbia.
Thursday morning began with the
chairman, Rainer Salomaa, giving an
overview of what makes a successful
board. If a board truly fulfills its mis-
sion, it must become a robust team that
can ferret out the truth and challenge
one another. Eventually consensus is
reached.

After the minutes of the previous
meeting were adopted, Anthony
Wasilkoff gave a report of the most
recent Council of Elders meeting.

The National Office update was pre-
sented by Edwin van Pelt. He reported
that one way the office is saving mon-
ey on postage is by mailing United
News, World News & Prophecy and
United News–Canada in one envelope.
Members of the office staff have begun
to negotiate a renewal on the office
lease.

David Palmer gave an update on the
advertising plans for the coming year.
There will be ongoing Internet ads. We
will have ads in the September edition
of Alive magazine and the Open & Save
program. In answer to questions, he
explained that radio and television costs
are prohibitive at this point.

The Ministerial Services Team has

begun initial work in starting a ministe-
rial candidate program. Robert Berendt
reported that there will be a wilderness
hike for teens this summer. 

Thursday afternoon was filled with
committee meetings. The committee
reports were given on Friday morning.

The Governance Committee recom-
mended realigning the committees.
They suggested that committee mem-
bers be on either the Strategic/Finance
Committees or the Governance/Ethics/
Pastoral Committees. This would make
it easier to schedule committee meet-
ings and give more flexibility in tack-
ling pressing projects. This recommen-
dation was approved by Council. 

The Strategic Planning Committee
already is looking a year in advance at
the Strategic Plan and its improvement.
One consideration is to start having two
teleconferences per year. They pro-
posed the following dates and places for
upcoming Council meetings:Sussex in
June, teleconference in September and
Toronto in December.

The Pastoral Committee worked on
a transfer policy. An organizational flow
chart was drawn to clarify some areas of
responsibility.

The Ethics/Finance Committee
reviewed a Restricted Funds Policy that
had previously been adopted. In light of

additional input from legal counsel,
they advised rescinding the policy but
suggested that any financial issue that
deviates from the budget be brought to
Council for input.

The idea of using video conferenc-
ing for Council meetings was
researched. The Ethics/Finance Com-
mittee discovered that this would not be
economical for the Council at this time.

Friday afternoon was reserved for an
executive session. Executive sessions
are scheduled whenever there are items
of a personal and confidential nature to
discuss. 

Following the National Conference
meeting on Sunday morning, the Coun-
cil convened again. Rainer Salomaa’s
term as chairman for the Council will
have come to an end on March 31 and
the Council had to select someone to fill
that position for the next term. After a
secret ballot,Mr. Salomaa was selected
for another three-year term. 

Several years ago the Council saw a
need to have someone appointed to take
over the chairman’s role on a temporary
basis if he was unable to attend a meet-
ing. A provisionary chair (vice chair-
man) was put into place for those emer-
gencies. Robert Berendt was
reappointed as vice chairman.

Linda Wasilkoff, Council secretary

The Canadian National Conference
consists of all credentialed UCG–
Canada elders plus the two lay mem-
bers who are serving on the National
Council. Each year, members of the
Conference are invited to attend the
annual meeting in person or by tele-
conference.

Balloting
Glen White gave an overview of the

2004/2005 Strategic Plan followed by
Anthony Wasilkoff’s overview of the
2004/2005 Operations Plan. Thereafter,
Edwin van Pelt presented the 2004/
2005 Budget. Questions were asked
and addressed after each presentation
and prior to the ballots being taken.

Next on the agenda were two
amendments. One had to do with
changing the composition of Council
and the other with changing the title
“Operations Manager.” After David
Palmer presented the two amendments,
ballots were completed and taken up.

Prior to balloting to fill three Coun-
cil positions, Rainer Salomaa gave a
quick overview of those eligible to be
selected for the Council this year. Those
chosen for three-year terms were David
Campbell of Vancouver, British
Columbia, and Joe Sheperd of Victoria,
British Columbia. Ians Simons from
Winnipeg, Manitoba, will finish the
remaining year of Rick Dubler’s term
on the Council, since Mr. Dubler chose
to step down.

Address by the Chairman
Mr. Salomaa reflected on how, with

God’s calling, we start getting our
minds off what the world has to offer
and onto God’s work.

He said, “We are not looking for

gimmicks to build numbers. We are
looking for quality. A few people can
do an important work. Look at the small
number who framed the Constitution
of the United States. Look at Mel Gib-
son and the impact he and his recent
movie have had to show the aspect of
the suffering of Christ.

“In Canada we are small. We are like
the Royal Bank growing one member
at a time. Each key on a computer key-
board is important even if they aren’t
used equally. God has put us into the
Body as it has pleased Him. We are here
to continue to do what we can with the
limited resources we have. We don’t
worry too much about the numbers as
long as we are doing our part.”

Address by Director of
Operations

Anthony Wasilkoff complimented
the many people who had made many
sacrifices for the Church through the
years. He referred to an article in Unit-
ed News about the fragrant oil with
which Mary anointed Jesus’ head and
feet. That act created a stir as to how the
money could have been better spent.

He said, “We find ourselves in simi-
lar situations where we look at how to
best spend the funds we have. We have
our ‘vial of oil’ that we have to spend.
The lesson is that at times as a body we
may be criticized as how we spend our
money. We must try different things to
see what God will bless.”

The final item of business was to
approve the date and place of the next
annual meeting. March 6, 2005, is the
date and Calgary will be the place.
There is a possibility that it might be a
teleconference in order to save money.

Linda Wasilkoff, secretary

The following is pulled from a ser-
monette Derrick Pringle gave to the
Mumbwa, Zambia, congregation on the
first day of Unleavened Bread. Mumbwa
is where the largest group in Zambia
meets, around 60. Derrick and Cherry
Pringle volunteer to run the Zambian
mailing office.

Some of Christ’s final instructions to
the apostles and to us can be found in
Matthew 28:19-20, to go and teach what
Christ taught.

We are doing this in a small way in
Zambia and, up to now, in Malawi as
well, by distributing The Good News.
The Malawi church will now handle
mailings in Malawi,which relieves us of
the workload and expenditure. 

I can’t remember when and exactly
how it happened, but three or four years
ago my wife, Cherry, and I volunteered
or were asked by Neil Becker to take on
the distribution of the Church’s literature
in Zambia. Mr. Becker was doing this

from South Africa along with his other
responsibilities, so we were pleased to
assist him in this way. But as my wife
says, I no sooner planned it all, than I
gave her the work!

We run our own business in Kitwe
and have two office employees, Alfred
Mulenga and Francis Gondwe. In
between their normal work, they prepare
the envelopes for posting. First they cut
the corners off of all the envelopes,
which entitles us to the newspaper postal
rate (which is cheaper than normal
postage). Then, taking the addresses
from a file, they hand address each enve-
lope, which when Malawi was included
averaged about 550. (We hope to get this
process computerized shortly.)

We try to do this before The Good
News magazines arrive in bulk from the
United States, but this does not always
happen, so there is plenty of activity
when they do come. The magazine is
then inserted, and Cherry goes through
the files checking each insertion to

include any requests for booklets and
also a letter after every six issues offer-
ing a subscription renewal.

Then the envelopes are sealed,but the
quality is sometimes so bad that extra
glue has to be applied.

We also get a master copy of the Bible
Reading Program from Cincinnati,
which we photostat, with 20 being sent
to Mumbwa and another four distributed
in our area. We are most thankful to the
home office staff who are always very
obliging to our requests, especially Con-
nie Seelig and John LaBissoniere.

Our statistics for the March/April
Good News were: 270 posted; 65 col-
lected from our office; 135 sent to
libraries, schools, clinics and hospitals;
10 to the Mufulira Prison; and 20 to
Mumbwa. This gives a total of 500
copies. Also 406 booklets were distrib-
uted, with the five most popular being
The Book of Revelation Unveiled, Is the
Bible True?,The Church Jesus Builtand
God’s Holy Day Plan.

The Good News is posted to sub-
scribers in 36 towns in Zambia, some to
the remotest places. One wonders how
the recipients heard of the magazine.

We get many letters from subscribers.
I answer those with questions with help
from André van Belkum, chairman of
UCG–Southern Africa, on the more
sticky issues.

Here are a few extracts:
• “From the time I have start receiv-

ing Good News magazines, I have
changed from pagan to Christian.”

• “I enjoy reading Good News mag-
azine. Previously I never understood the
Holy Bible, try as I may to read it, it was
difficult, especially the book of Revela-
tion. Today Revelation is my favorite.”

• From a missionary: “With joy and
appreciation have we read one of your
informative magazines. We understand
that you send them free of charge. It may
not surprise you that that makes us very
suspicious!”

• “It is a wonderful privilege to know

the devil has no power over me because
of the blood of Jesus. The devil is suf-
fering a severe headache as he sees the
children of God winning the battle!”

• From the town clerk of Kitwe: “I
wish to thank you on behalf of my orga-
nization for your kind gesture in donat-
ing The Good News magazines. The lit-
erature contained in these magazines
will help enhance educational standards
among our library patrons. Hoping for
more donations in the near future.”

• “Please I beg of you to bear with me
for asking too much from you. If you
could send me even some old magazines
which could be lying somewhere with-
in your office.”

• From a major in the army: “I have
been receiving your copies since last
year. I do acknowledge that I have ben-
efited a great deal and that I am now a
changed person because my knowledge
about God has overwhelmingly
increased.”

Derrick Pringle

Volunteer Tells the Story of the Development of the Zambian Mailing Office

Canadian National Conference Meets

Canadian National Council Meets in Victoria, British Columbia
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Volunteers Vital in Getting God’s Work Done
■ Thousands of members
and supporters volunteer
their time, talent and caring
to help in nearly every
aspect of the work of the
United Church of God. On
these pages we celebrate
some of that service that
helps United in the mission
of preaching the gospel
while preparing a people.

President Says
Thank You

Roy Holladay, president of UCGIA,
said, “In Ephesians 4:16 we read that
‘the whole body, joined and knit togeth-
er by what every joint supplies, accord-
ing to the effective working by which
every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in
love.’ From everything that we can
observe, the brethren in the United
Church of God are working very hard
to fulfill this scripture. 

“The thousands of hours of volun-
teer service from hundreds of
brethren are a huge contribution
to the overall work that the
Church is doing. Some are
involved in the area of preach-
ing the gospel—literature dis-
tribution and promotion, mail-
ing letters, assisting with
electronic media efforts, etc.
Others help in the area of
preparing a people— volun-
teering at camps, teaching Sab-
bath classes, organizing activi-
ties, assisting with Sabbath and
Holy Day services, etc. 

“Many members perform a
real ‘labor of love’ on their
knees through extra prayer and
diligent supplication to God
(James 5:16). And there is no
accounting for the many chari-
table deeds done in private in
taking care of fellow brethren
in their time of sickness, dis-
couragement or financial need. 

“We in the administration cannot, of
course, even begin to see everything that
is being done—but we know that God
does and He provides blessings accord-
ingly.  Please also accept our sincere
gratitude for your contribution to the
Body of Christ. Without these volunteer
efforts, the growth and edification of the
Church would be severely limited.”

Thousands Serve
at Church Services

Last year in United News we ran an
article on “Many Hands Light Up Local
Congregations.” In that article we
expressed our thanks for the thousands
of brethren who have stepped forward
to help establish a place where we can all
meet and be taught God’s holy truths.

As United continues to experience
slow and steady growth, we have been
asking the deacons and elders to help
us pass the baton of truth as well as their
experiences through mentoring our
younger members. We have been grat-
ified to see how many of our younger
members have stepped in to learn from
our older leaders in many areas. At the
Passover this year, in songleading and
in opening and closing prayers—in all
these aspects we have noted continu-
ous growth in this area.

As the Church grows older, we real-
ize our youth and younger members
will be the life blood of the local church
organization. We want to thank every-
one for making this possible at this
time. And keep up the good work.
Richard Pinelli, Ministerial Services

operation manager

Camp Volunteers
Serve Teens, Save
Half Million Dollars

Right now many teens are looking
forward to a new season of camp. Unit-
ed currently has six summer camps and
a winter program that serve more than

800 teens. Most teens can attend camp
every year during their high school years
and then work on the staff after they turn
18. While our camps have many exciting
activities, the main reason teens come to
camp, according to surveys, is relation-
ships. They want a better relationship
with God and with the staff and peers.

A major reason for the success of the
United Youth Camps (UYC) program is
the volunteer staff that donates time,
often their vacation time, to serve the
teens. Last year more than 350 volun-
teers worked on the staff as counselors,
activity personnel and in many other
needed areas, such as kitchen, trans-
portation, first aid, etc. If we paid only
minimum wage to these hard-working
servants, it is estimated it would cost the
Church more than $500,000 in salaries
and benefits.

Since we use rental facilities and
church pastors serve as camp directors

and key department heads, we are able
to operate very cost-effective programs
to serve the youth of the Church. Here
are some of the comments campers
wrote on their end-of-camp surveys:

“I think my counselors were just
amazing! They were so understanding
and wonderful and really helped me
feel welcome and more confident.”
(Woodmen).

“All the staff members and coun-
selors treated us like family.” (Tetons).

“[I would like to serve on the camp
staff] because I like what UYC is doing,
and I want to make sure people have as
much fun as I do.” (Heritage).

After all the sacrifice and hard work,
more than 90 percent of those who vol-
unteer say they want to do it again.
Thanks to all the fine volunteer staff
who give of themselves to prepare the
youth of the Church for their rich her-
itage.

In addition to all this, dozens more
adult and teen volunteers help with the
regional preteen camps each year as
well.

Larry W. Greider,
overall UYC coordinator

Volunteers at the
Feast Make the
Church Look—and
Sound—Good

City officials and convention and vis-
itors bureaus around the country are
always amazed that the Church can
administer the Feast of Tabernacles so
efficiently and at such low cost. The
really amazing thing is the efficiency
because so many people volunteer to

help.
Have you ever attended a major

sports event, the circus, a musical
concert or other public activities
where hundreds and thousands of
people gather? Those parking
attendants, ushers, sound crew and
personnel behind the information
desk are normally not volunteers.
It’s a combination of part-time and
full-time help.

Without the hundreds of volun-
teers at the Feast every year, the cost
could become prohibitive to even spon-
sor our annual highlight of the year. As
just one example, some auditoriums
and meeting halls charge expensive
rates to run their sound system. A four-
hour minimum charge is normal even
though our service is only two hours
long.

Accolades go out especially to those
running the sound systems and the
cybercasting. Operating the sound sys-
tem would be the greatest single addi-
tional cost if the Church had to pay for
this professional service. In the United
States alone, the sound crew volunteers
probably save the Church between
$30,000 and $50,000. Also, often our
sound crews provide their own equip-
ment, which saves even more expense.

If you hear a great sermon at the
Feast this year, thank the sound techni-
cians in addition to the speaker. And

thanks to everyone else who helps
make the Feast enjoyable for others.

Charles Melear

More Than 60
Volunteers Put
Good News on
Television

The Good News public-access televi-
sion program would not exist but for the
dedicated efforts of dozens of volunteers
in the United Church of God. This is
because more than 60 brethren are
involved in one way or another with the
Good News program in 18 states! 

A studio director on the program,
John Barbush, said: “As members learn

how rewarding it can be to be involved,
whether it’s a little effort or a lot of effort,
they are rising to the occasion when
someone will show them the way. After
all, we can’t always send in more mon-
ey, but we can all give of the life, energy
and time Christ has given us to do the
Father’s will.”

The Council of Elders gave approval
for the start-up of the program in 1998.
Since that time, due to God’s blessing
and the selfless work of many brethren,
it has grown from airing on 8 or 12 sta-
tions to now airing on 48 stations in 18
states. The Good News program is now
airing in larger markets such as Man-
hattan and Brooklyn, New York, which
have a potential combined viewership of
4 million people. We hope to add other
larger markets across the United States
later this year. 

The brethren who are involved with
the program have many gifts, so they are
serving in a variety of areas. This
includes eight ministers who alternate as
presenters on the program. The studio is
in the home of United elder Galen Mor-
rison in Rockford, Illinois. Twelve
brethren from the Beloit, Wisconsin,
congregation serve in various ways — as
camera operators, lighting, directing,
editing, audio, postproduction, as well
as serving the crew a welcome hot lunch
during the taping sessions. One person
serves as the Web master of the gntv.org
site and another person does data entry
work to record the viewers’requests for
The Good News magazine or booklets. 

And finally, there is the team of 48
dedicated sponsors scattered across the

United Youth Camp
staff members
teach and serve—
and make a
difference in the
lives of hundreds of
campers

Sound crew at Hagerstown,
Maryland

The True Meaning of Family
I’ve never seen the gifts of caring, service and love more poignantly demon-

strated than at the 2003 Lexington Family Weekend.
The story unfolds when, unfortunately, I became quite ill at the end of the

weekend, rendering me unable to fly home on Sunday afternoon as scheduled.
So I decided to remain at the hotel for the evening hoping that the fever would
subside enough to travel home the next day. However, the symptoms persist-
ed prompting me to call the pastor and ask if there was a member in the area
who would be willing to take me to the emergency room for treatment. 

Within an hour he had sent a very nice lady to my aid named Clarissa Cowen.
She spent the next six hours with me as we waited for the ER staff and doctor
to see me. I was very moved by her expressions of compassion and willingness
to take care of my needs. She never once complained about the long wait, nor
did she express impatience or irritation during the entire ordeal. Instead, she
simply stated that she understood what I was going through.  

By her Christian example, I was able to see a few scriptures comes alive, such
as Matthew 25:36 which mentions visiting the sick, and especially comforting
one another as outlined in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4. This is such an important qual-
ity to have, not only in this life, but in our future jobs as kings and priests in the
world tomorrow. The strength we gain from weathering our trials can be used
to help someone else along the way who experiences similar setbacks and
sometimes even severe heartache.

By evening’s end, I was met with another very kind offer, as evidently word
had spread of my inability to travel for a few more days. As a result, Linda Gra-
by and her family graciously offered a spare room in their home where I could
recuperate and avoid additional hotel charges. She even took the time to make
a special dish to speed my recovery. 

As I expressed appreciation to her for “taking in a total stranger” she replied,
“Oh, you’re not a stranger—you’re family! We can’t have you staying in a hotel
room especially when you are not feeling well. We’re glad to do it.” She lov-
ingly demonstrated the biblical instruction about being hospitable as noted in
Romans 12:13 and Matthew 25:35. I felt very safe and comfortable knowing
I was in good hands.

This article would not be complete if I did not mention the generosity extend-
ed by an individual who made my entire trip possible. 

Ms. Terry Hoffman
Phoenix East, Arizona, congregation
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United States. They contacted the pub-
lic-access station in their local area and
provide the station with program tapes
on a regular basis. Without the sponsors,
we would have no stations to broadcast
on, so their service is invaluable and
deeply appreciated. 

As you can see, this work is a united
effort by many brethren in various states
who have one common bond—the
desire to preach the gospel of the King-
dom of God. Many of these brethren
have never met, but we work as one
because of our calling from God. 

Shawn Schwartzrock, who operates
the audio board, commented, “At the
end of the day when taping the programs
is finished, you can’t help but think that
you were a part of something important.
As a member of the Church, you don’t
always feel like you’re involved with
‘spreading the gospel,’but when you see
the effort that every one makes to put
together the programs, you feel like you
are contributing to something real and
that feels a lot better than just writing a
check.”

In order to sponsor the program in his
community, a Florida member took 300
hours of classes and workshops to
become a certified producer. What ded-
ication! Another sponsor in the North-
east stood in line for five hours in order
to get a good time for the program. He
wrote, “The way it works is the people
who stand in line on the first day fill the
prime-time schedule.” As a result, the
Good News program airs on Sunday
morning, which is an excellent time. 

The total volunteer hours of the studio
crew is around 400 hours a year. The
total hours of service by the dozens of
sponsors is estimated at 1,200 hours a
year. Their sacrifice and love of God
make possible this effort to preach the

gospel via public-
access television.
Thank you, brothers
and sisters, for your
dedication and zeal!

The combined
efforts of all our vol-
unteers are being
rewarded. Calls for
literature on our toll-
free number continue
to increase and a
record number of
responses were
recorded in April. 

Many of the view-
ers calling for litera-
ture are very positive
about the truths of
God they hear dis-

cussed on the program. For example,
Monica Buroker, who volunteers to do
the data-entry work, said, “There was a
gentleman who called in to request lit-
erature and then called back shortly
thereafter just to say thank you for our
program and message. It is satisfying
knowing that you are helping in getting
God’s Word out to others who would
otherwise not receive this knowledge.”

If you would like to volunteer to serve
as a sponsor of the Good News televi-
sion program in your area,please contact
Steve Nutzman at 608-758-9228 or at
steve_nutzman@ucg.org.

Steve Nutzman

VCM Produced by
Volunteer Staff

Virtually the whole staff of Virtual
Christian Magazine (found on the Web
at www.vcmagazine.org) is made up of
volunteers, except for a few paid
employees who work on it part-time.
The staff is scattered across the United
States and most have never met each
other personally, but know each other
only through e-mail. In fact this e-mail
contact is how the entire magazine is
designed. There are also many volunteer
writers who send in great articles and
editorials.

Our regular volunteer staff is listed
below from newest to oldest. The edi-
tors include Patrick Kansa from Michi-
gan, Michelle Grovak from Indiana,
Jada Howell from Missouri and John
Rutus from Oregon; and Lorelei Nettles
from Kansas is the managing editor and
also finds graphics for each article.

If you would like to become part of
this volunteer staff, please contact us

through the feedback link at the Web
site.

Lorelei Nettles,
VCM managing editor

Radio Monitors
Keep Track of
Airing Problems

We wish to thank our Good News
radio program monitors for their week-
ly service in monitoring our program on
15 stations in various U.S. cities. From
coast-to-coast these volunteers take the
time to tune in during various evenings
and mornings, to determine if each pro-
gram being aired is the correct one, is
not preempted, starts on time, is not
interrupted by other programming and
ends without being cut off. 

The Church has literally saved hun-
dreds of dollars due to the diligent
efforts of our monitors who have
reported discrepancies for which we
have been reimbursed by the stations.
We want to express our special thanks
to all these unsung heroes who contin-
ue to serve faithfully throughout each
year. 

John LaBissoniere

Eau Claire and St.
Paul Mail Nearly
200,000 Tapes

Since 2001 brethren in the Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, and St. Paul, Minnesota,
congregations have been volunteering to
help with the Bible Study Course grad-
uate tape program. This has been a won-

derful opportunity for brethren of all
ages to serve. This process is done on a
monthly basis and has grown each
month since its inception. 

Currently there are around 4,000 indi-
viduals receiving two tapes each month.
The tapes consist of one fundamental
belief sermon tape and another with two
Good News radio programs. The num-
ber of subscribers has increased so much
that the congregations are looking into
more efficient ways to handle the vol-
ume.

This tape project is an amazing sight
to behold. First, the home office staff
arranges for tapes to be sent to the Eau
Claire congregation, where about 20
brethren complete the first phase of the
process.

Next the St. Paul congregation com-
pletes the second phase and prepares the
envelopes for mailing. It is very impor-
tant that the envelopes are sorted cor-

Our special thanks to all the brethren
involved in The Good News magazine
and brochure distribution programs.
Even though a number of significant
changes, in terms of reduced magazine
quantities, have taken place recently,
the volunteers have been highly sup-
portive. Below are a few comments
from some of the brethren who are par-
ticipating.

John LaBissoniere

Oakland, California
The Good Newsnewsstand distribu-

tion program in the San Francisco Bay
Area is small but active. We distribute
magazines through news racks on city
sidewalks in San Francisco and
Petaluma and on displays in other
indoor locations. Our aim is to provide
others with some of the good things
God has provided to us. 

As representative Alex Ruiz says,
distributing magazines doesn’t take
experience or special talents. Alex is
pleased to help out as he can. 

Lud Kiramidjian,another newsstand
representative, once described how he
was informed by a news agent that a
reader asked when the next issue would
be delivered. 

Our outdoor news rack “repairman,”
Rick Dawson, serves by removing
dents from the displays, repainting

them and replacing broken plastic win-
dows as needed. 

We know that we’re not about to
change the world today, but we can
offer hope for those who are looking
for it.

Tom Meece

Cumberland, Maryland
We are a small group of about 15

brethren involved in Good News distri-
bution. The work is being done. We
received an inspiring letter from an
individual in prison. It is exciting to be
involved.

Richard Ebersole

Springfield, Illinois
The Springfield congregation start-

ed with the Good Newsnewsstand pro-
gram in May 2002. I approached the
manager of one of our two Wal-Mart

Super Centers in
Decatur, Illinois,
about possibly
putting a stand at the
exit of the Wal-Mart
Food Center. He
was immediately
impressed by the
magazine and said
yes.

Paul Abbott

Asheville,
North
Carolina

I service three
Good News maga-
zine and brochure
distribution loca-
tions including a

large health food location, a popular
restaurant and a wellness center. In the
wellness center we had placed the cur-
rent issue and a couple of back issues.
We noticed one woman took copies of
all three issues. At the restaurant, one
man came by and said he liked the
magazine. Another time as we were
placing magazines on the display, a
man said he always got a copy of the
new issue when it came out. Another
man wanted to know how often I

refilled the display. I do feel there are
people out there who would like to
know God’s truth.

Rosemary Arrowood

Northern Arizona
We are currently placing magazines

in the cities of Cottonwood, Sedona,
Prescott Valley, Prescott, Flagstaff and
the village of Oak Creek. We have a
very fine group of volunteers. All are
very interested in getting the message
out to the world and to northern Ari-
zona. We have two families attending
services as a result of this program. We
all know we are doing a small part in
our area to get the message out to the
world.

Jim Rogers 

Eugene, Oregon
We began our Good News distribu-

tion program in Eugene a few months
ago. As a contact representative, I have
found that most store managers were
pleasant when I presented our distribu-
tion program to them. Once God begins
opening outlets, it becomes evident that
He is behind it. In many instances I
would hardly speak a sentence when
the store manager would respond with
“yes.” As the program has grown, so
has involvement by the brethren here
and in our sister congregations in Rose-
burg and Coos Bay. God is involved in
reaching people and proclaiming His
truth both locally and to the world.

Gerald Bilyeu

Tulsa, Oklahoma
Being involved in the newsstand dis-

tribution has really brought home to me
that I am a member of the Body of
Christ, joining in the commission to
preach the gospel to the world. There is
absolutely nothing like the feeling of
walking up to a display and seeing how
the magazines have disappeared or of
going to add new magazines and seeing
someone sitting nearby reading a copy.
God told us to preach the gospel to the
world for a witness, and I’m doing my
little bit to get that done.

Tammy Kohler

Flexible Members Distribute GNs and Brochures

Oakland, California, Good News newsstand
volunteers Rick Dawson, Tom Meece, Alex Ruiz
and Lud Kiramidjian

Unsung Heroine: A Passion for Serving
I am thrilled to have the opportunity to tell you all about one of the most hard-

working servant leaders that I know, my mother, Cheryl Kunde. Our pastor, Jim
Servidio, asked me to write something about her. She has an incredible passion
for serving others. As head of the Outreach Committee at the Minneapolis,
Minnesota, congregation, she spends countless hours planning, organizing and
working at fund-raisers and events that touch the lives of people in need.  

She gives freely of her time, even when it means getting up at 4 in the morn-
ing so she can set up for a fund-raiser that is two hours away, or driving home
late at night after cleaning up from the day’s event.

She is constantly looking for opportunities to reflect God’s love into an ever-
worsening world. I know that she will continue to impact countless lives, as her
enthusiasm, passion and love warms the hearts of everyone she encounters.

Jana Kunde

Good News television crew: back row, Steve Nutzman,
Leonard Hatter, Hank Askin, Dennis Sydow, Richard
Harrar and visitor Roy Holladay; middle row, Josh Kinney,
Mike Helwig, Corinne Morrison, Doris Harrar; front row,
Galen Morrison, Joe Jacoby; not pictured, John Barbush,
Monica Buroker, Shawn Schwartzrock, Andy Wagner
and Karrie Helwig (photo by Joe Jacoby Sr.)
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rectly in order to receive a bulk mail dis-
count—saving the Church about 80 per-
cent compared to the first-class rate.
There are,on average,about 40 brethren
who participate in the tape project in St.
Paul. Some Minneapolis, Minnesota,
brethren have joined us for this special
project. Each month the brethren volun-
teer a collective total of about 125 “man
hours.” Since its inception, the program
has mailed almost 200,000 tapes.

The service and dedication of the Eau
Claire and St. Paul brethren saves the
Church thousands of dollars each year.
Jessica Schultz, a member in the St. Paul
congregation, said,“The program serves
those seeking God’s truth, and provides
an opportunity for the brethren to work
together and reach out to others.”

Graduates from the 12-lesson Bible
Study Course are offered a subscription
to the tape program. After receiving 12
months of tapes, they are given four
additional offers: sermon tapes from a
congregation near them,to have the clos-
est pastor contact them, contact infor-
mation for the closest pastor or congre-
gation and/or to receive a subscription to
World News and Prophecy.

Gary Black

Members Help
Reach World From
the Home Office

Church member volunteers perform
a vital service for the home office each
year. Each issue we mail approximately
16,000 Good News magazines to inter-
national subscribers in areas of the world
not served by other international offices
(mainly the Caribbean and much of
Africa and Asia). The volunteers insert
these magazines into envelopes, seal and
bag them for mailing.

In addition, they also prepare about
1,100 copies of World News and
Prophecy and 450 of United News for
international subscribers, as well as
1,000 Spanish Buenas Noticias maga-
zines for mailing in the United States.

Approximately 720 hours of labor are
donated by these members each year,
which is a substantial donation. Several
members have commented that since
they have retired, this is one way they
can make a financial contribution to the
Church. We owe a big thank you to Lin-
da Saar, who coordinates the work par-
ties, and to all the volunteers from
Cincinnati, Columbus and Dayton,
Ohio, and Louisville, Kentucky.

Connie Seelig

Many Helped
Thanks to Good
Works Program

We have recently been reminded
again of the generosity of many of
God’s people, who have volun-
teered their time and efforts to
UCG’s Good Works program. The
initial Good Works projects posted
on the UCG Web site have in short
order already been fully funded (the
Philippines) or nearly fully funded

(the Ghana project),due to the volunteer
efforts of many brethren in a number of
congregations. 

Recently, we have added a new post-
ing regarding a project to help in Kenya
and East Africa. A number of congrega-
tions have let us know that their fund-
raising projects are currently underway,
and should bear fruit soon. 

For fear of failing to mention every-
one, I will not name individually the
congregations I am aware of where spe-
cial fund-raisers have occurred, but I do
say thanks to everyone who has con-
tributed already, and to those who are
still involved in getting additional fund-
raisers organized. More importantly,
those brethren who have been and will
be assisted by these efforts are quite
appreciative, and it is my privilege to
give voice to their thanks.

Tom Kirkpatrick

Youth Corps
Volunteers Serve
Internationally

In 2003 volunteers from the United
Youth Corps program served on two
international projects, one in Ghana
(West Africa) and the other in Chiang
Mai, Thailand.

Emily Sandilands from Dallas,Texas;
Gareth Simons from Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, Canada; and Logan Smith from
Seattle, Washington, served as coun-
selors at the five-day United Church of
God youth camp in Kumasi, Ghana, in
August 2003. They paid their own trav-
el expenses to and from the camp, a trip
that requires approximately 21⁄2 days of
travel each way from North America.
Campers came from Ghana and Nige-
ria and participated in a wide variety of
activities including football (soccer),
volleyball, team-building obstacle
courses, personal development and
Bible classes.

Roberta Bauer from Akron, Ohio;
Heather Beyer from Kansas City, Mis-
souri; Ryan Foster from Jefferson, Ore-
gon; and Jessa Moser from St. Louis,
Missouri, volunteered to serve at the
Legacy Institute School in Chiang Mai,
Thailand. Heather had to return home
early due to some health problems, but
her service during her time in Thailand
was much appreciated. Roberta, Ryan
and Jessa volunteered their time during
the full 10-month term of the school
year, which ran from May 2003 to
March 2004.

Courses taught at the Legacy school

include English,computers,music,pub-
lic speaking, farming and Bible. Stu-
dents at the school come from the Karen
and Katchin tribes in Burma and along
the Thai-Burmese border. Additional
UCG volunteers who served outside the
scope of the Youth Corps included
Daniel Miller and Cody Kitts.

During discussions toward the end of
the school year, the volunteers unani-
mously said teaching at the school was
one of most worthwhile experiences
they had had. Serving on this project can
be challenging. It’s not always easy to
be far from home, and to take on so
much responsibility, but it offers a won-
derful growth experience—a chance to
see more of the world and to practice the
way of give. Roberta Bauer summed it
up this way: “I’ve had far more oppor-
tunities to learn than to teach!”

This year Youth Corps projects are
being offered in South Africa,
Ghana, Thailand and Kenya. Visit
www.ucgyouth.org/youthcorps for
more information and application
forms.

Joel Meeker

ABC Spells Service
The ABC Service Committee was set

up in 2002 to help the students learn to
better serve their congregations and
communities. For the class of 2004 the
opportunities have come in a variety of
ways. On March 28, 18 students, along
with some help from the local congre-
gations, served hundreds of gallons of
water, hundreds of bananas and apples,
along with countless bags of pretzels and

hot dogs to participants in the American
Heart Association’s Mini Marathon
Walk. On that warm, sunny day the stu-
dents learned valuable lessons on work-
ing together, and how to get along with
each other and with the community.

Earlier in March the students spent
two Sundays unboxing the library of the
late Dean Blackwell. The Church had
acquired the library from Mr. Black-
well’s family after his death. The stu-
dents found many books on early
Church history and were amazed at
some very old books that Mr. Blackwell
had collected. 

The card-producing section of the
Service Committee has sent out dozens
of cards to encourage and comfort those
in need and will continue to do so for the
second semester of the ABC year.

The students have also spent hours
stuffing envelopes with Good News
magazines, helping with responses to

the subscriber development letter and
other aspects of preaching the gospel.

The Service Committee has other
projects that are in the planning stages,
such as a car wash fund-raiser on June
27 to raise money to help equip a van for
Martin Brown who is a quadriplegic.
There are also plans for a variety show
and auction on July 18. This event has
proven to be a big success in previous
years. There will be a silent auction,
along with an auction of desserts. There
will also be entertainment and dinner for
those who attend. All proceeds will go to
LifeNets. 

The ABC students would like to ask
all for their prayers so that all the endeav-
ors of the Service Committee will bear
good fruits now and for future students.

Terry Hayes,
ABC Service Committee chair

Volunteers Turn
Sermons Into Type

The United Church of God provides
a service that puts sermons in transcript
form for those who are deaf and for pris-
oners who cannot receive tapes. These
transcripts are also provided on the Unit-
ed Web site for anyone who would like
to read and/or download them.

Eleven volunteers from across the
United States type these transcripts from
sermon tapes sent out by United’s home
office. They produce over 60 transcripts
a year. In addition, one volunteer (with
help from her daughter) has typed the
ABC class series of tapes on the Gospels
by Richard Thompson. 

The women who type these tran-
scripts range from a new mother to a few
grandmothers, city folks to farm wives,
homemakers, working women and
retired ladies. All are enthusiastic and
love doing the transcripts. 

They take turns taking brief breaks,
but most of the women faithfully pro-
duce transcripts regularly and some who
have more time have helped out those
who are in a time crunch with health

problems or family woes. Several of the
women have been at this for more than
seven years, with others coming on
board in the last two years.

Cybercast Servant
Each Sabbath many individuals con-

nect to cybercasts (also known as Web-
casts) of church services live from con-
gregations in the United States, Canada,
Mexico and Chile. Each location has at
least one individual who sets up the
computer system and takes care of all
the technical details of encoding the files
in real time for the Internet. Many loca-
tions are doing both audio and video
cybercasts. After services, many volun-
teers post the files online so listeners can
tune in later.

Countless hours are spent by the local
volunteers. There is, however, one indi-
vidual who has helped nearly all of these
congregations get set up for cybercast-
ing. That individual is Allen Hirst, the
cofounder of Churches of God Cyber
Auxiliary (CGCA) and a member of the
Coeur d’Alene/Spokane congregation.

Allen has been cybercasting longer
than anyone else. He started in 1997 at
the Kelowna Feast site, began doing
weekly services from Spokane in 1998
and has continued cybercasting every
weekend since.

Whenever a congregation offers
cybercasts, they need to be “set up” on
one of the CGCA servers. This includes
the login names and passwords,plus the
assignment of the file names they will
use when streaming the services across
the Internet. In addition, they generally
need help and training in getting their
equipment set up, tested and working.
Allen Hirst does all this.

Although many individuals are
involved in cybercasting each week and
they are all to be thanked for the tremen-
dous effort extended,Allen is the unsung
volunteer behind the scenes who has
helped nearly all of them make it hap-
pen. Thanks,Allen!

Dan Deininger, Cofounder CGCA

Brethren preparing envelopes for
mailing in the St. Paul, Minnesota,
congregation (photo by Tom Kerestes)

Wally Pate, Tomorrow’s Unsung Hero
Sometimes in the last two years,Wally Pate’s eyes would

water when I asked him about a Tomorrow program we were
working on. His voice would choke up and his face quiver a
bit as he would say, “It’s God’s work. It’s great.”

I miss Wally. When he died last December at 78 of can-
cer,he had become indispensable as our manager at the Port-
land office of Tomorrow, the weekly one-hour television pro-
gram seen in over 50 cities and online (tomorrowonline.org).

Wally worked 20 to 30 hours a week as a volunteer. Elsie,
Wally’s wife who volunteers full-time at an elementary school, says that Wally
would sometimes leave at 8 a.m. and would still be at the office at 8 p.m. He drove
45 miles each way three to five days a week for three years.

Wally was brilliant. He had several careers  in electronics. One was West Coast
service manager for Quasar,once a huge supplier of home electronics. He  became
an electronics instructor at a nearby technical college. 

At the office,Wally engineered a complex system that put our postproduction
editing system together with our duplication system. Working with Chip
Chuprinko,our Web master and computerized labeling system manager for label-
ing of videotape and mailers,Wally would duplicate and mail everything,buy the
supplies, keep the office clean, set up all the equipment for production shoots at
the studio, communicate with the 50 cities etc., etc., etc.

He had the respect of all the other unsung Tomorrow volunteers—the 20 or so
members in Portland and Olympia, as well as the 50 sponsors across the country.

Most of all, Wally was dedicated to God. I am sure his greatest wish was ful-
filled. Wally died doing God’s work.

Howard Davis

ABC students help pull responses
from the GN subscriber development
letter out of the envelopes April 20
(photo by Janet Treadway)

Wally Pate
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God Seeks for You!
■ Henry Stanley’s
expedition to find David
Livingstone in the
uncharted interior of Africa
is the stuff of legends. Our
loving God seeks us with
far greater tenacity.
by Dave Johnson

“Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”
With these famous, understated

words, Henry Stanley ended his search
for David Livingstone near Lake Tan-
ganyika on Nov. 10, 1871.

Dr. Livingstone was a Scottish mis-
sionary and explorer who had become
an international hero for his work in
exploring the African continent.
Among his other accomplishments,
Livingstone crossed the Kalahari
Desert, made an exploratory trip from
coast to coast in the African interior
and became the first European to see
Lake Victoria. 

In 1866 he began his third and final
exploratory trip to Africa, searching for
the source of the Nile River. Noted for
his letters and constant updates during
his journeys, Livingstone was rumored
to be dead when three years had passed
on this final trip with very little news of
his progress.

Born in Wales, Henry Morton Stan-
ley was a reporter and adventurer who
was commissioned by the publisher of
the New York Herald newspaper in
1870 to “go and find Livingstone.”
Stanley left present-day Tanzania with
a 2,000-man expedition on March 21,
1871, and headed toward Lake Tan-
ganyika, the last known whereabouts
of Livingstone.

Stanley was both relentless and ruth-
less in his search for Livingstone. Two
of his British companions traveling in
the search party died on the journey,
and Stanley himself suffered from a
fever that at times rendered him uncon-
scious. Warring tribesmen, slave
traders and natural obstacles forced
large detours on the way. 

By October, the expedition was run-
ning low on food and water. The situ-
ation worsened, eventually reaching
the point where Stanley carved the
words “Starving: H.M.S” on a tree.
Shortly after this low point, the expe-
dition encountered a native caravan
that had recently crossed paths with
Livingstone. One of Stanley’s servants
began conversing with a traveler in the
caravan and learned that another white
man had been seen recently in an Arab
settlement named Ujiji, on Lake Tan-
ganyika. 

Stanley immediately set out for Uji-
ji and finally, after an expedition of
more than seven months, he found Liv-
ingstone. He later wrote the following
description of their meeting:

“As I advanced slowly toward him I
noticed he was pale, looked wearied,
had a gray beard, wore a bluish cap
with a faded gold braid round it, had
on a red-sleeved waistcoat, and a pair
of gray tweed trousers. I would have
run to him, only I was a coward in the
presence of such a mob—would have
embraced him, only, he being an Eng-
lishman, I did not know how he would
receive me. So I did what cowardice
and false pride suggested was the best
thing—walked deliberately to him,
took off my hat, and said:

“‘Dr. Livingstone, I presume?’”
Dr. Livingstone would later express

some surprise that he was considered
lost. He was troubled by illness and
was short of supplies, but had no inten-
tion of stopping his exploration of
African lakes. For a few months, Stan-
ley and Livingstone explored the area
around Lake Tanganyika. Stanley left
Africa in March 1872 (though he
would later return for more explo-
ration). Sir David Livingstone
remained in Africa, where he died in
1873.

The story of Stanley and Living-
stone is a story of one of the great
“manhunts” of our time. Though Stan-
ley’s dealings with members of his
own search party and local tribesmen
were at times ruthless, he did succeed
in finding David Livingstone after a
long and difficult search. Members of
Livingstone’s family would later
authenticate the letters from Living-
stone brought by Stanley to England.

Seeking After God
How does this story from more than

130 years ago relate to us today?
As Christians, we know that we

should search after God and His ways.
We are told in Proverbs 8:17 that we
will find God if we diligently seek
Him. In fact, we are also told there is a
reward for seeking diligently after
God. Notice Hebrew 11:6:

“But without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He is
a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.”

Seeking God diligently is hopefully
a need we feel in our lives, and hope-
fully we are aware of the reward God
is prepared to give to those who do so.
How many, though, are actively aware
that seeking is a two-way street, and
that God is doing the same for us?

God Seeks for the Loyal
Consider the example of Asa, a king

of the nation of Judah in Old Testament
times. Asa reigned over Judah for 41
years and began his rule as a man who
sought after God. Notice the account
from Asa’s early days as king, record-
ed in 2 Chronicles 14:9-12. Asa and his
men were faced with an Ethiopian
army of a million men—almost twice

the size of the army from
Judah. Asa zealously
sought God’s help, and
the Ethiopian army was
miraculously routed.

Such an intervention
should surely leave a
lasting impression, but
late in his reign,Asa for-
got what God had done
for him. 

In 2 Chronicles 16,
during the 36th year of
Asa’s reign, a large Syri-
an army came against
Judah. Rather than seek-
ing God’s help as he had
done during the early
years of his life, Asa
made a treaty with the
Syrian king and paid trib-
ute from the temple valu-
ables. Notice God’s mes-
sage for Asa in 2 Chronicles 16:8-9:

“Were the Ethiopians and the Lubim
not a huge army with very many char-
iots and horsemen? Yet, because you
relied on the LORD, He delivered them
into your hand. For the eyes of the
LORD run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show Himself strong
on behalf of those whose heart is loyal
to Him. In this you have done foolish-
ly; therefore from now on you shall
have wars.”

The visual image given here is a
very strong one—God literally search-
es the earth for those who are loyal to
Him, and He stands ready to “be
strong” and intervene on behalf of
those who show that loyalty.

God Seeks for the Lost
We are also told in the Bible that

God seeks in a very determined and
diligent fashion for those who have
strayed from Him. In Luke 15:4-7, we
have the parable of the shepherd who
has 100 sheep and loses one.

Judea was not an easy place to be a
shepherd, and the loss of one sheep
(possibly not your own) was not a light
thing. Shepherds could and did track
lost sheep in a very determined effort
to find the animal, or at the very least
to account for its death. God does no
less for us when we have strayed from
the path.

Verse 7 describes the absolute joy
God experiences when the sinner
repents—when the lost has been
found.

The next few verses in Luke 15 con-
tain the parable of the lost coin, which
is especially interesting in the context
of the time and place of the parable.
Notice Luke 15:8-9:

“Or what woman, having ten silver
coins, if she loses one coin, does not
light a lamp, sweep the house, and
search carefully until she finds it? And
when she has found it, she calls her
friends and neighbors together, saying,

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
piece which I lost!’”

There are a couple of possible rea-
sons why this silver coin would have
such value to the woman in the parable.
The first would be the simple mone-
tary loss involved. The silver coin men-
tioned here would have been a drach-
ma—a silver coin originally used by
the Greeks, then adopted for use by the
Romans. A drachma weighed about
one eighth of an ounce, and was pure
silver in Christ’s time. It was worth
about a day’s wages for a laborer of the
time, so the loss of a full day’s wages
would cause a diligent and organized
search in hopes of recovering the loss.

The second possibility concerning
this lost coin would involve a great deal
of sentimental value. Some sources say
that married women of the time wore
a headdress of silver coins bound
together by a silver chain. It was rough-
ly equivalent to a wedding ring in mod-
ern times. It is possible that this para-
ble refers to a woman losing one of the
coins from her headdress. One can cer-
tainly picture, in this scenario, some-
one making a long search for the miss-
ing coin, then calling together friends
and neighbors to rejoice when it is
found.

Consider also that the houses in
Palestine were dark and the floors were
typically “beaten earth covered with
dried reeds and rushes” according to
William Barclay in his Daily Study
Bible Series. A small coin, lost some-
where in the house, would require an
organized and determined search,
probably involving a great deal of
sweeping and sifting by candlelight.
God searches for us no less when we
are “lost.”

Verse 10 of this passage completes
the parable by saying there is joy
among God and His angels when a sin-
ner repents, similar to the joy felt by
the woman in the parable when the lost
coin is found.

God Seeks for You
Several years ago, one of the branch-

es of the U.S. armed forces ran a series
of television ads aimed at recruiting
young men into military service. It
depicted young men doing demanding
and possibly heroic deeds, and then
closed with the theme, “We’re looking
for a few good men.” It was apparent-
ly successful as a recruiting tool, giv-
en the length of time the ads were used.

We should know, as we go about our
daily lives, that God is looking for a
few good men, women and children.
As we have seen, He seeks for those
who are loyal to Him and to His ways,
in order to be strong for them and to
bless their lives. He also looks for those
who have strayed and sinned, hoping
they will repent of their ways and
return to the fold. God seeks a rela-
tionship with us, just as He wants us to
seek after Him and His ways. These
thoughts are summed up in John 4:23:

“But the hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth; for the
Father is seeking such to worship Him.”

We live in an age of troubled times the
world over. Some live in war zones with
daily and immediate threats to their own
personal safety and that of their families.
Others live in affluent societies, but are
faced with the daily threat of violence in
the form of crime or terrorism. These
same societies often must deal with the
spiritual threat of moral decay and
degeneracy. It is a world where no one is
really safe, physically or spiritually.

It should be a comforting thought to
all of us to remember that we have a
Father who actively seeks for us.
Remember the image from the story of
Asa, describing God’s eyes running to
and fro throughout the earth. Just as
Henry Stanley sought for Dr. Living-
stone, combing through the wilds of
Africa, your Father seeks for you!  UN

Dave Johnson is a deacon attending
the Ft. Worth, Texas, congregation.

We are also told in the Bible that God seeks in a very determined and diligent
fashion for those who have strayed from Him, like a lost sheep.
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Pursuing Peace: The
Unity of the Spirit

Most people don’t realize that waging peace is
more challenging than waging war! 

Notice the emphasis that Paul places upon peace
in Ephesians 4:1-3. “I . . . beseech you to walk wor-
thy of the calling with which you were called, with
all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

The word endeavoring is the key word. In Greek
it means, “to exert oneself, to give diligence.”
Notice how endeavor is translated in modern trans-
lations: “Making every effort” (Modern English
Bible), “be zealous in love” (Moffatt), “spare no
effort” (New English Bible), “make it your aim”
(Phillips) and “do all you can” (Jerusalem Bible).

We have to work at peace—we must make it
our goal and do all we can do to bring it about.

Most people do not realize that peace has a
price. We know that war has a price. Are we will-
ing to pay the price for peace? What is that price?
It is our willingness to take an undeserved loss.

Taking a loss is repugnant to human nature.
Carnal nature is focused on the self—on our self-
ish wants and desires. This is one of the chief rea-
sons we sometimes have strife, hard feelings and
even division among brethren in the Church.

Peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. It is a part of
God’s nature. Author John Andrew Holmes once
stated, “Yes, we love peace, but we are not will-
ing to take wounds for it, as we are for war.”

Excerpted from “What Price Peace?” by Roy
Holladay, July 2001 United News, page 7,
www.ucg.org/un/un0107/peace.html.

Pentecost and the Church:
One Spirit and One Body

At Passover we all ate of one bread, the living
bread, Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John
6:51). Pentecost continues and amplifies the theme
of unity. “When the Day of Pentecost had fully
come, they were all with one accord in one place”
(Acts 2:1). The coming of the Holy Spirit that day
marked the beginning of the Church. 

Paul used the analogy of the body to represent the
unified interdependence of God’s Church. “For as
the body is one and has many members, but all the
members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free—and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13).

God wants us to recognize our place in the Body,
and our need for every other part, “that there should
be no schism in the body, but that the members
should have the same care for one another. And if
one member suffers, all the members suffer with it;
or if one member is honored, all the members
rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians 12:25-26).

In Christ’s Body, there is no place for “cutting
off our nose to spite our face.”

“Keep Playing!”
The story has been told of a mother who, wish-

ing to encourage her young son’s progress on the
piano, took him to a concert by the famous Polish
pianist, Jan Paderewski. 

The lights dimmed, and the curtains parted.
Suddenly, the mother was mortified! Spotlights
shone on the black Steinway—and her little boy
who was innocently playing away! 

At that moment, the maestro entered. He quick-
ly moved to the piano, leaned over, and whispered
in the boy’s ear, “Don’t quit. Keep playing!”

While opinions abound as to the veracity of this
famous story, consider that it can illustrate how
God is standing behind us. And if we are listening,
we can hear Him telling us, “Don’t quit. Keep
playing!” Notice:

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who
has begun a good work in you will complete it
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

Our challenge is to not forget our calling. We
must listen to the Voice behind us. And we must
act. God will be with us, if we allow Him to work
in our lives. 

Another verse reads, “Speaking to one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
(Ephesians 5:19).

One day we will sing a new song, as Revelation
14:3 shows. Then, as we were helped, we will help
others (Isaiah 30:20-21). And we will do it all for
the glory of the One who emptied Himself of His

divinity and became like us—
and died for us—so we could

learn to sing His way, the
way we were meant to
live.

So keep playing,
and never ever quit! 

John Fox, Salt Lake
City, Utah, congregation

Joy Is the Best Choice
Ever get the blues and wonder why you can’t

quite shake them? Or do you ever think your tri-
als are going to overcome you? As the Bible tells
us, we are supposed to “count it all joy” because
of the patience we should develop. 

What could be hindering our joyful attitudes? I
once heard a speaker mention that negative emo-
tions and unrealistic expectations can prevent us
from being joyful. Do we think positively or neg-
atively toward the experiences we have in life? Do
we have unrealistic expectations of others and our-
selves? 

One day I had reached my limit with the stress
of my job. My boss was practically requiring me
to be simultaneously in more places than was
humanly possible. I thought about quitting. My
friends told me to quit or at least look for some-
thing else.

I don’t believe in quitting unless it’s the only
option. So I prayed and poured my heart out to
God, letting Him know that He must intervene in
a miraculous way. Then, at the end of the week of
praying and pleading with God, I left my office as
the sun was setting on Friday afternoon. That night
I prayed to God, letting Him know how thankful
I was for the Sabbath, especially after the chal-
lenging week I’d had. 

I really enjoyed that particular Sabbath rest,
especially since I had been hobbling around on
my crutches, due to an injured knee. My friends
at church encouraged me, as I tried to forget the
stressful events of the past week. 

Sunday morning, I began to dread Monday
coming, but prayed again for God to help it be a
better week. A neighbor’s mom died that morning.
Then, shortly before dinner I received a call from
my boss. “We’ve restructured the company and
eliminated your position. Please come pick up
your personal belongings at the end of the work
day tomorrow.”

“OK, I understand, business is business,” I
replied,hanging up the phone. I took a deep breath,
letting it out slowly. I closed my eyes and thanked

God for the release from the stress of that job. I was
blessed to qualify for weekly unemployment
checks while searching for a new job. Also, I had
extra time to fix a meal to take to the grieving neigh-
bor’s family and attend the funeral to comfort them
in their loss.

It’s almost a year later; I still don’t have a per-
manent job. At one point, I felt very overwhelmed
and defeated by this jobless circumstance. 

However, God helped me see the positive
aspects of this situation. I’ve been blessed with
plenty of temporary assignments to keep me busy.
Most of all, I’m thankful for the extra time I have
to spend with my family. I’m enjoying the visits
with my young nephews (8 months and 31⁄2 years
old) the most. I’m so glad for this so-called “tri-
al,” because so much good has come of it. 

So, I’d recommend to anyone to choose a joy-
ful approach to life’s experiences. Joy is the best
choice!

Karen Halvorsen 
Fargo, North Dakota, congregation

Don’t Use Euphemisms!
Have you ever done something that negatively

affected someone else, but you didn’t even know
it? Though we may do something innocently, it
still can hurt others. Could there be a similar situ-
ation with sin? Could we be committing a sin that
we don’t even know about? 

There is a certain sin Christians can easily over-
look, but in actuality it is a transgression of God’s
Third Commandment: “You shall not take the
name of the LORD your God in vain” (Exodus
20:7). Living in this world, we hear this com-
mandment broken dozens of times each day. Try
counting how many times you hear people spout
off—“oh my . . .” or even worse expressions that
can’t be repeated in this article! If we occasional-
ly slip up and say “oh my . . .” (or worse), we need
to repent and strive to overcome that. 

But you don’t have to say God’s name directly
to break the Third Commandment. People often
overlook or ignore seemingly innocent expres-
sions known as euphemisms.

Dictionary.com defines a “euphemism” as:
“The act or an example of substituting a mild, indi-
rect, or vague term for one considered harsh, blunt,
or offensive.”

Over time, phrases and words have developed
in the English language that are substitutes for
God’s name. Because people knew it was wrong
to openly blaspheme God’s name, they invented
words that sounded similar and said those instead.
Common euphemisms are “gosh,” “golly,” “oh
my,” “my goodness” and “doggone.” These were
all replacements for taking God’s name in vain
without actually saying it. 

Some people commonly exclaim “Jesus Christ”
or just “Christ” in anger or surprise. Euphemisms
that have developed for these words are “gee,”
“gees,” “gesh,” “jeepers creepers” and “jimminy
cricket.” Another common euphemism is putting
the word “holy” in front of another word. An
example would be the phrase “holy cow.” “Holy”
is a word that applies to God and the things God
calls “holy.” Cows are not holy and neither should
we use such an important word so lightly. 

For those who struggle with euphemisms,
David’s words in Psalm 19:14 are both instructional
and inspiring: “Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD, my strength and my Redeemer.”

But perhaps the greatest lesson of the Third
Commandment is found in the second half of this
verse. As opposed to lightly using God’s name,
David praises God’s name from his heart. The pur-
pose of the Third Commandment is not merely to
stop us from improperly using God’s name, but is
to teach us that God’s name is holy and should be
reverently praised. It shouldn’t be just another
word we say without thought or twisted and per-
verted into a meaningless euphemism. 

Bad habits die hard. Oftentimes, the most effec-
tive way to prevent sin is to find an alternative.
When something exciting, disturbing or sad hap-
pens—focus hard on saying words such as “awe-
some,” “interesting” or “that’s terrible”—or focus
on saying nothing at all! King Solomon wrote, “In
the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he
who restrains his lips is wise” (Proverbs 10:19). 

Erik Jones

Be Ready to Give an Answer: 
Why Don’t You Practice Speaking in Tongues?

What many churches call “speaking in tongues” today is nothing like what the Bible records in the
books of Acts and Corinthians. The miracle that occurred on the Day of Pentecost (Feast of Weeks) in
A.D. 31 (Acts 2:4-8) was one of communication—apparently, in this case, not so much in the speak-
ing as in the hearing. The Greek word translated “tongues” is glossa and means “languages.”The mir-
acle of “speaking in tongues” simply meant that every member of the audience could hear in his or her
native tongue (language), regardless of what language the apostles spoke.  

Also, some in the early Church,particularly in Corinth,had the ability to speak in different languages.
Some people in Corinth were proud about their ability, having lost sight of the fact that spiritual gifts
were to be used to serve others. Paul wrote chapter 14 of 1 Corinthians specifically to deal with this
problem. Paul reminded the Christians in Corinth that speaking different languages was of no real val-
ue if an audience could not understand the words. He admonished them to concentrate more on under-
standable communication than on their linguistic abilities. All biblical examples stand in stark contrast
to the type of “speaking in tongues” generally done today using an unintelligible language.

In other letters, Paul and John warn Christians not to be taken in by spiritual-appearing phenome-
na, indicating that demon spirits sometimes imitate spiritual gifts in an attempt to confuse people (1
Timothy 4:1; 1 John 4:1).

Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words in the article “Tongues”
makes this comment: “There is no evidence of the continuance of this gift after apostolic times nor
indeed in the later times of the apostles themselves” (page 636). Today God has blessed the Church
with members who speak many languages, so apparently this gift is not currently necessary.

Some scriptures indicate that this gift may not be given again to Christians until shortly before the
second coming of Jesus Christ. Peter, on the Day of Pentecost, referred to Joel 2:28-32 in explaining
what was happening as a result of receiving the Holy Spirit on that day. But it seems this was a partial
fulfillment of Joel and that the complete fulfillment will occur at Christ’s second coming. This final
fulfillment will also be accompanied by miraculous signs, perhaps including the ability to speak in
tongues, or known languages, in order to preach the gospel in a final, powerful manner.

Based on the principles in 1 Corinthians 14, UCG does not encourage speaking in tongues, but
encourages use of the other gifts and fruits of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 12-13; Galatians 5:22-23).

For More Information on the Holy Spirit, see Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion.
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Chili, Costumes
and Square
Dancing Featured
at Chicago Social

Glinda held Dorothy by her hand as
they walked past the judges. Zorro and
the Cartwright boys (of Bonan-
za fame) also joined us. Every-
one laughed at their cute and
innocent expressions. 

On Saturday evening, Feb.
21, 2004, about 100 members
of the UCG Chicago, Illinois,
congregation met for an
evening of food and fellowship
at the Hinsdale Community
House. 

As the food was laid out,
two sets of judges in our taste-
testing contests got to work. It was a
daunting task. They had to taste 13 dif-
ferent chili entries and seven different
kinds of pie. The spiciest (lots of
cayenne) chili won, and the banana rum
pie was the other winner.

After dinner was over, children aged
10 and under dressed in their costumes

and lined up for the judging. One at a
time they paraded before the congrega-
tion. Taking the microphone, they stated
their names and the characters they rep-
resented. Cowboys and cowgirls, an
Indian,a crocodile hunter,a princess and
others participated. All were given par-
ticipation ribbons, and the best boy and
girl costumes were awarded prizes. 

Following the contests, we filed into
the gym to get ready to do-si-do and
promenade in our square dancing event.
Some stepped right up,and others had to
be encouraged, but in the end about 40
members in five squares managed to
learn the moves. The evening had been
a great success.

Susan Bratincevic 

Snowy Columbus
Warms to
Hawaiian Luau

Aloha! On Feb. 7, a fresh layer of
snow had fallen, but upon arrival at ser-
vices the Columbus, Ohio, brethren
were warmly greeted by the youth of
the congregation with various colors of
leis and name tags with their names
printed in the dialect of the Hawaiian
Islands.

Many men wore brightly colored
Hawaiian shirts; the ladies and children

wore outfits that
went with the
tropical theme.
After church ser-
vices and a Bible
study, members
convened in the

dining area where the buffet tables were
laden with delectable tropical food.

The large, round dining tables were
decorated with beautiful centerpieces
of molded volcanic mountains hand-
crafted by Connie Seifert. These unique
centerpieces had small lights reflecting
on a bit of red cellophane typifying a
volcano about to erupt.

Soft Hawaiian music was playing,
and everyone had an enjoyable, uplift-
ing evening amidst the winter months.

Hazel Thornton

Minneapolis Enjoys
Snow Party

Members of the Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, congregation were invited to
attend a snow party hosted by Kendal
and Manya Kalamaha at their farm on
Feb. 15, 2004. It was a very cold and

sunny day, but this did not dampen the
enthusiastic crowd from enjoying the
outdoors.

Activities started with a scavenger
hunt for all ages, followed by a hayride.
Those who did not go on the ride had
the opportunity to fellowship in the
heated barn. Families enjoyed sledding,
games and roasting hot dogs by the fire
to go along with the potluck chili sup-
per and hot apple cider. The delightful
day was topped off with a variety of
fruit pizzas.

Jean Cline

Local Photo
Directories Help
Brethren Draw
Closer

As the Church continues to
grow, many congregations
are finding it helpful to put
together a local photo direc-
tory.

The sister congregations of
Indianapolis and Fort Wayne,
Indiana, pastored by Darris
McNeely, have put together a
combined directory. This has
helped brethren, separated by
scores and even hundreds of
miles, to better relate names

and faces when meeting together on
Holy Days.

Such a directory is easy to put togeth-
er in this day and age of computers and
digital cameras. Why not get the photo
buffs and computer-savvy teens in your
congregation to put one together?

The directory can be in color or black
and white. You can print them on per-

sonal computer printers, or better, take
them in to a Kinko’s or other copy shop. 

The benefits are several:
• Members can more

easily contact each other
through the week by mail,
e-mail and phone.

• New members can
learn the faces and names
of the brethren, and vice
versa.

• A closer sense of fam-
ily develops because every-
body is pictured and no one
is left out.

• They cost very little,
just some volunteer time and copy shop
expense.

Things to include:
Make your directory a very handy ref-

erence booklet by including:
• A map to services with time, loca-

tion and contact information.
• A list of the elders, deacons and

deaconesses.
• Your emergency phone calling

chart.
• A brief history of your congrega-

tion.
• And of course, the pictures, names,

addresses, phone numbers and e-mails
of each family (get permission before

printing people’s contact information).
You don’t need fancy equipment or a

formal photo studio setup to make a very
nice directory. Here are some basics that
will help you:

• Use a two-megapixel or better dig-
ital camera. Put it on a tripod.

• Use a plain background. A dark
king-size sheet taped to a wall will do.

• Get a nice, bright light shining on
the people. A floor lamp will do.

• Zoom in CLOSE—you want peo-
ple’s faces as large as possible.

Once you have the pictures, just place
them into a page layout program on a
personal computer. You can take the disk
in to a copy shop or print one out at home
and have it photocopied. 

Hand them out at your next potluck,
and save a few copies back for new
members and for history. You’ll be glad
you did!

Complete instructions are available
on the Web at www.UCG-FtWayne.org.

Scott Moss

Garden Grove
Potluck Features
the Sleight of Hand

On Jan. 31, the Garden Grove, Cali-
fornia, congregation featured a variety
show along with a potluck at our church
facility. We had musical performances
on the guitar and accordion, vocals,
some joke telling and a cute tap dance
by a 3-year-old and a 17-year-old. Our
pastor, Mario Seiglie, even did a mag-
ical trick.

One very high point of the variety
show was an exhibition of sleight of
hand and magical illusions, complete
with an assortment of props, performed
by Mel Bennett, a longtime Garden
Grove Church member, assisted by his
wife, Janice. What he did was truly
amazing and a testimony to his skill and
experience over the years.

Besides sharing his special talent
with our congregation over the years,
he also performs for other organiza-
tions. Last Thanksgiving Mel kept an
audience amused at the Fullerton
Senior Center. 

Mel was given a magic book by his
parents at the age of 10 and has been
practicing the entertaining illusions
ever since. He is a member of the
Orange County Magic Club and the
International Brotherhood of Magi-
cians. Mel taught mathematics for 32
years at Fullerton Union High School
before his retirement and also taught
part-time at Fullerton Junior College
for 25 years.

Jean Updegraff

Columbus Honors
Widows

The Columbus, Ohio, elders and
wives hosted a special luncheon in hon-
or of the local widows on March 6,2004.
It was a delightful time together as the
ladies were able to relax with the minis-
ters and wives and enjoy the lovely Ital-
ian cuisine prior to services.

The women also appreciated the
beautiful floral arrangements made by
Dianna Orlemann and Betty Wray,
which they were able to take home with
them afterward. In addition, Denise
Veres contributed delicate keepsake
boxes, which she artfully decorated for
each of the widows. 

Their pastor, Joe Horchak welcomed
everyone and expressed his appreciation
for their love and service to God’s peo-
ple in their own unique way. Hosts were

Joe and Jackie Horchak, Jim and Arnie
Hopkins, Joe and Marsha Horton and
John and Vicki White.

Jackie Horchak

Camp Helps Unite
90 Ladies in Chile

The married ladies from the congre-
gations in Chile had a mini summer
camp in the town of Paine, 45 minutes
away from Santiago. Ninety women left
their families for three days to spend
time together. For some it was hard to
leave their children and husbands, but it
was worth the effort.

Minneapolis brethren brave the cold
for a hayride (photo by Jean Cline)

Columbus, Ohio, brethren enjoy a
taste of Hawaii in February; Joe
Horchak dresses the part

Indiana congregations produce
digest-size directory. Made on regular
paper folded in half and stapled, it
still shows faces large enough to be
readily recognized

Columbus luncheon honorees (top
row left to right): Grace Tayner, Stella
Baldwin, Iris Etter, Jan Noel, Hazel
Thornton, Dorothy Elliot. Seated:
Shirley Arnett, Betty McGee,
Genevieve York, Virginia Morgan and
Colleen Shirk (photo by Amy Gunn)

Longtime Garden Grove, California,
member Mel Bennett and his wife,
Janice, were also featured in the
Fullerton News Tribune on Nov. 27,
2003, after putting on a Thanksgiving
dinner show for the Fullerton Senior
Center

Children in Chicago dress up in
costumes for a social Feb. 21,
encouraged by Jennie Baker (photo
by Janet Bratincevic)
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The camp
facilities were
beautiful and
cozy, including
a swimming
pool, which the
ladies enjoyed

on Sunday afternoon. There were also
cabins and a conference room where we
had services and a Bible study given by
our pastor Saul Langarica. We also had
short speeches given by the ladies.

God inspired every activity that took
place. There was time to rest, to talk, to
read, to play and to meditate. One of the
most inspiring activities was the speech-
es by the ladies. Although the speakers
were nervous and anxious, they were
joyous for the opportunity to share their
experiences with the others.

The activity was a total success. The
audience listened with respect and
learned a lesson from every presenta-
tion. All the ladies were so happy that
several wish to have the opportunity to
give their speeches again in the future.

We had services on Saturday morn-
ing and the speeches in the afternoon. In
the evening there was a bingo game and
then, since many still had energy, they
met in the conference room to introduce
themselves and talk a little more. Ladies
continued to talk until around 1 a.m. the
next day!

All the ladies took advantage of every
minute to meet others. New friendships
were born, other bonds were developed
and made stronger. New members of the
Church had the chance to introduce
themselves and meet new people.

Two ladies from the city of Temuco
were baptized and were welcomed to
the Church of God. They really felt wel-
comed by everybody. 

In every moment the Spirit of God
was present. It was nice to see how the
elderly gave their advice to the young
women about marriage and about God’s
way of life. We saw that friendship has
no age limits and that was confirmed in
the camp.

Although ladies missed their families,
they wanted to spend more time at
camp. They felt so happy sharing with
each other that they didn’t want to come
back. Everybody concluded that this
experience was really worthwhile and
all want to have a camp again next year.
It helped to unite the women of the Unit-
ed Church of God in this part of the
world. We all concluded also that if
women are united, the Church as a
whole will also be united.

It would be great to repeat this expe-
rience every year.

Viviana Cerda de Garcia

Dells Hosts Family,
Singles and Teen
Weekend

The Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin,
congregation hosted a family weekend
in this lovely resort area Feb. 12 through
14. One of the goals was to provide a
central location for families to attend a
social that provided beneficial activities
and fellowship for everyone. One hun-
dred fifty brethren from five states came
for this special event located at the Camp
Chi recreational resort.

On Friday night, 70 brethren attend-
ed three different Bible studies. Gary
Black spoke to the teens on “How Do
You Serve the Church?,” Scott Hoefker
presented a study to the singles and
young adults on “Keeping the Faith”and
Steve Nutzman spoke on “Creating Your
Family Mission Statement.”

A ladies’ fellowship tea before Sab-
bath services provided an opportunity
for extra fellowship for the 40 ladies
who attended. Special table decorations
and gifts greeted them as they walked
into the room. Each table was assigned
topics to discuss such as, “What is the
most powerful prayer you have ever had
answered?”

For special music at Sabbath services,
Skip Myers sang a song that highlight-
ed family relationships. Wisconsin Dells
pastor Steve Nutzman gave a Power-
Point sermon geared toward youth enti-
tled, “Keeping the Vision Alive.”A deli-
cious potluck meal followed services.

The Camp Chi facility includes two
large gyms so lots of volleyball and bas-
ketball were enjoyed all evening. There
were also table games, karaoke and a
children’s carnival complete with a
clown, games and prizes. 

The weekend ended on Sunday
morning when the teens got together for
a pool party at one of the hotels. Thanks
to all who came and those that served in
organizing this fine family-style week-
end.

Fran Schuster

Eau Claire Honors
Member’s 95th

Ruth Cloeter was honored in cele-
brating her 95th birthday on March 5. At
the celebration,Ruth was presented with
a handmade corsage, a basket contain-
ing miscellaneous items and a card
shower by the entire Eau Claire, Wis-
consin, congregation. Ruth began
attending services in the early 1970s.
Her sister, Dorothy, attended with Ruth

until she died in 1997. Her cake was
enjoyed by all.

Marlene Kerestes

GN Bible Lectures
in Eugene Draw 12
New People

The Eugene,Roseburg and Coos Bay,
Oregon, congregations sponsored two
Good News Bible lectures April 17 and
18 in Eugene, and the brethren were
pumped!

Randy Stiver gave the first night’s lec-
ture: “What’s Next for America?” In
addition to commenting on current
trends and conditions facing the United
States, he explained America’s biblical
origins.

Sunday Howard Davis gave the lec-
ture:“Jesus the Prophet—Jesus the Rab-
bi.”He expounded the teaching of Christ
about the Kingdom of God, playing off
what Mel Gibson didn’t and couldn’t put
in his movie.

We had sent two letters to all Good
News subscribers in the Eugene, Rose-
burg and Coos Bay areas. We included
the first letter inside each of the approx-
imately 500 GNs we distributed on the
Eugene area newstands in the six weeks
before the lectures. Then the five days
before we spent a modest amount to run
ads on the leading news/talk radio sta-
tion in Eugene, which also reaches
Roseburg and Coos Bay. We also put a
small display ad in a weekly paper in a
town just south of Eugene.

All these methods of advertising pro-
duced results, as people were motivated
to come by each or combinations of
these promotions. Most of the 12 new
people (six one night and seven the next,
including one who came both nights)
who attended were GN readers. Two or
three had some previous Church of God
background,but the rest did not. At least
12 to 15 others called indicating that they
were planning to come, but didn’t make
it.

The location of the lectures was an
easy-to-find Ramada Inn in Eugene.
Around 35 Eugene brethren attended
each night as well. They were enthusi-
astic about the opportunity to meet and
greet others interested in God’s way and
the true gospel. Messages had been giv-
en at Sabbath services to help polish
everyone’s greeting skills.

Time will tell, but there seems to be
good potential for church attendance by
some of the attendees. Visitors received
the pastor’s business card and a note that
explained who we are, so they can call
when they’re ready.

This kind of event needs to be built
upon. We’re planning another lecture
series in six months,and then six months
after that. Through this event God has
helped us create a significant point of
church contact for all the new people
who attended. We may schedule the lec-
tures in the fall on nights in the middle
of the week,since weekend evenings are
often taken up with family and other
entertainments.

We’re also contemplating other ways
to build a higher level of awareness of
God’s Church and its mission in the
local area. The happy success of this lec-
ture series has certainly energized us all.

Randy Stiver

Cincinnati East
Presents 26-Act
Variety Show

The Cincinnati East,Ohio, congrega-
tion hosted its annual potluck and vari-
ety show March 27. The day began with
wall-to-wall people at Sabbath ser-

vices—about 270 attended. Ralph Levy
and Ed Smith gave split sermons.

Shortly after services there were long
tables lined with food of all kinds,
including awesome desserts, which
made the selections very difficult. One
creative mind even made a dessert that
looked like dirt from the top and placed
it in a new flowerpot, then stuck pretty
artificial flowers in the middle. Many
people thought the flower arrangement
was real, until someone figured out that
the “dirt” was actually edible. 

The show began with master of cere-
monies Ed Smith introducing ABC stu-
dent Zandra Willoughby to sing “The
Star-Spangled Banner,” while everyone
in the audience stood. Then we all sat
back and enjoyed the many talents that
were amazing and some not so amaz-
ing, but very funny. 

Are there words to describe the very
funny act given by the Eddington fami-
ly? Peter Eddington, sporting an over-
sized cowboy hat, lip-synced to a
humorous version of the song,“The Yel-
low Rose of Texas.” His backup band
consisted of 9-year-old son Marc “play-
ing” the banjo and Peter’s wife, Terri,
upstaging everyone on the drums.

We were warmed by the talented
young people. Fast fingers were what
10-year-old Garrett Fenchel had as he
ran them up and down the piano playing
“The Fly’s Adventure.” The little tots
were cute dancing to “Sesame Street,”
in a routine put together by Amy
Stephens.

The husband and wife team of

DeeDee and Richard Allen had the audi-
ence laughing as DeeDee attempted to
play “Summertime” despite her hus-
band’s lack of attention and constant
interruptions at the piano. 

We heard vocals from several like
Holly Shell who performed the song,
“Hero”; Cherie Allen, “Suppertime”;
Jeff Pulliam, “I’ve Just Seen a Face”;
Carolyn Prater, “Shenandoah”; Lindsay
Wildt and Cheryl Chuprinko,“The Rest
of My Life”; and Jessey and Monica
O’Bryan sang “God Bless the U.S.A.”
Amy and Kathy Stephens tap-danced to
the song, “You’re Never Fully Dressed
Without a Smile,” and smile they did.
There were so many acts that space does
not allow mentioning them all.

We laughed, we were warmed, we
were surprised with the 26 acts per-
formed that night, but nothing left us
more moved than the ending perfor-
mance by longtime elder Ed Smith. He
sang a song dedicated to his lifetime
partner of almost 60 years,Angie.

Janet Treadway

Member Serves Big
Sandy Community

Lee Stolley, who attends the East
Texas congregation, was recognized as
“Man of the Year” at the Big Sandy
Chamber of Commerce Awards Ban-
quet held Feb. 24, 2004.

Mr. Stolley has a background of over
40 years in law enforcement, including
14 years as head of security at Ambas-
sador College. Although he is officially
retired, he has a busy schedule volun-
teering services to the community.

Mr. Stolley is a full-time nonpaid lieu-
tenant in the Big Sandy Police Depart-
ment. He provides police security at the
local school, checks on and visits wid-
ows and is involved with public relations
for the department. He gives presenta-
tions on safety, drug prevention and
community crime watch programs.

He is emergency management coor-
dinator for Big Sandy and is the liaison
between the police department and the
local volunteer fire department. Mr.
Stolley teaches a monthly defensive dri-
ving course, donating the fees to chari-
ty.

When asked why he volunteers so
much time, Mr. Stolley said, “I like

doing these things. I owe a debt I could-
n’t repay in 50 lifetimes. When I was
dying of cancer, many people in the
Church as well as the community
prayed for me. Because of their prayers
God intervened and I am still here.”

Sarah Baker

Ladies enjoy a fellowship tea, part of
the Wisconsin Dells family weekend
(photo by Fran Schuster)

Ruth Cloeter honored by Eau Claire
congregation

The married ladies in Chile enjoy a
mini summer camp. Above, one of
the two baptisms (photos by Viviana
Cerda de Garcia)

Terri, Peter and Marc Eddington do a
humorous version of “The Yellow
Rose of Texas” (photo by Janet
Treadway)

Lee Stolley is congratulated by
Winona Junior High principal Suzie
Lambert (photo by Ken Treybig)
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Births
Brian and Mary Ann Hegvold are

pleased to introduce their daughter,
Sydney Kaitlyn, born in Houston,
Texas, on Dec. 16, 2003. She was 6
pounds, 13 ounces and 19 inches

long. Everyone continues to be
healthy and happy!

Richard and Linda Moore of
Johannesburg, South Africa, are
pleased to announce the birth of their
third son, Jared Kyle, born on Feb. 29,
2004. He weighed in at 3.9 kilograms

and measured 53 centimeters long.
Brothers Russell and Jason are very

happy, as are the grandparents, Neil
and Erlene Becker of East London,
South Africa, and Don and Anne
Moore of Pretoria, South Africa.

Stephen and Lisa (Fergen) Arner of
Tri Cities, Washington, are thrilled to
announce the safe arrival of their third
child,Ryan Daniel,born on Jan. 9,2004.
Ryan weighed 8 pounds and was 20
inches long. His big sisters Rachel Rae
(5 years) and Katie Jo (21 months) are so

happy to have a little brother. Ryan is the
ninth grandchild of proud grandparents
Radford and Josephine Arner of Big
Sandy, Texas; and he is the 11th grand-
child of Bob and Joanie Fergen of Tri
Cities, Washington.

Preston and Rachael Cooksey of the
Worcester,Massachusetts, congregation
are thrilled to announce the birth of their
first daughter, Rowan Arlene. She was
born on Jan. 23, 2004, weighed in at 7
pounds 8 ounces and 21 inches long.
The proud grandparents are Bill and

Cheryl Jahns in Johannesburg, South
Africa,and Arlene Burnette and William
Cooksey of Dallas, Texas. The whole
family is very excited for our new addi-
tion. Lots of pictures are available at
www.prcooksey.com under the photo
gallery.

Dave and Erin Werner of the
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation
would like to announce the birth of
their first child, Ethan David, born on
Sept. 13, 2003. Ethan weighed 7
pounds 1 ounce and was 193⁄4 inches

long. Ethan is the first grandchild for
both sets of grandparents who include
Harvey and Teresa Werner of the Port-
land, Oregon, congregation and Ken-
neth and Darlene Shoemaker of the
Portsmouth, Ohio, congregation.
Everyone is very excited about the
newest addition to the family.

Kaitlyn (6) and Dylani (4) Gjesvold
are delighted to announce the birth of
their new baby sister, Rylee Stoddard
Gjesvold, on July 4, 2003. She
weighed 9 pounds and was 22 inches
tall. Proud parents are Scott and Sarah
(Parman) Gjesvold of Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Proud grandparents are
Lonnie and Jeanine Gjesvold of Min-

neapolis and Starlit Winder and Ralph
Winder of Olympia, Washington.

Adam and Keri Sanders of the Cov-
ington, Louisiana, congregation are
pleased to announce the birth of their fra-
ternal twin daughters Abigail Ann and
Chloe Elizabeth. Abigail was born Feb.
25, 2004, at 11:39 p.m. and weighed 7
pounds 7 ounces and was 19 inches

long. However, her sister Chloe, born
only 22 minutes later, wanted her own
birthday and was born on Feb. 26,2004,
at 12:01 a.m. and weighed 5 pounds 13
ounces and was 18 inches long.

Mom and Dad are busy and exhaust-
ed, but are thrilled with their new addi-
tions. The proud first-time grandparents
are Wayne and Elsie Sanders of Cov-
ington and Gary and Jane
McConnaughey, who pastor the West-
ern Michigan UCG congregations.

Jeff and Cheryl Davis of the St.
Petersburg, Florida, congregation
would like to announce the birth of
their second son, Calvin Bradley. He
was born April 30, 2003. He weighed
8 pounds 6 ounces and was 21 inches
long. He joins big brother Adam 21⁄2
years old.

Ray and Edwina (Chambers)
Schweitzer of the Orlando, Florida,
congregation are thrilled to announce
the birth of their second daughter,
CheyAnne Rae, born on Aug. 28,
2003. She weighed 9 pounds and was
20 inches long. CheyAnne joins her

“Big Sissy,” Kristen KimberLee, who
was born Oct. 30, 2000.

Proud grandparents are Robert and
Doris Chambers of Lula, Georgia,
and Harry and Edna Waltz of Belle-
vue, Kentucky. Thanks be to God for
His guiding hand, without which nei-
ther birth would have been possible.

Brian and ReNae (Wernli) Shaw
were delighted when Chloe Melinda
arrived on April 9, 2003. She weighed
8 pounds 2 ounces and measured 20
inches long. Her sisters Courtney,
Chelsea and Cara are excited about

their little sister. The Shaws attend the
Chicago, Illinois, congregation.

Antony Ngigi and Lean Wangari
from Bagaria, Kenya, are happy to

announce the birth of their daughter,
Catherine Wairimu. Cathe was born
on Dec. 19, 2003. She weighed 4.5
kilograms.

Bonnie and Jennifer Dungan of
Brewton,Alabama, are excited to intro-
duce you to their new baby brother!
George Eddie Boyd Dungan arrived Jan.
7, 2004. He weighed in at 6 pounds 11
ounces and was 181⁄2 inches long. The
girls are thrilled with their brother, as are
their proud parents, Eddie and Janet
(Hubbell) Dungan. George’s grandpar-
ents are Eddie Sr. and Marcia Dungan

of Campbell,Alabama, and George and
Sheila Hubbell of Baytown, Texas.

Marc and Sally (Hubbell) Fredrick of
Montgomery, Texas, are very happy to
announce the birth of their beautiful
daughter Deidra Renee. She was born
on Jan. 19, 2004, weighed 6 pounds 4

ounces and measured 191⁄2 inches long.
Excited grandparents are Vince and
Mitzi Fredrick of The Woodlands,
Texas, and George and Sheila Hubbell
of Baytown, Texas. Deidra is the cou-
ple’s first child.

Better late than never! Nick and Car-
la (Hubbell) Easterling, along with their
children, Charlotte and Jason, of Brew-

Announcements

Rowan Arlene Cooksey

Ryan Arner and happy sisters

Sydney Kaitlyn Hegvold

Jared Kyle Moore

Rylee Stoddard Gjesvold

Ethan David Werner

Abigail and Chloe Sanders

Calvin Bradley Davis with big
brother Adam

CheyAnne Rae Schweitzer and
big sister Kristen

Chloe Melinda Shaw

George Eddie Boyd Dungan with
big sisters Bonnie and Jennifer

Deidra Renee Fredrick

Sheila Marie Easterling with
Charlotte and Jason

Catherine Wairimu Ngigi
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ton,Alabama,are delighted to announce
the birth of their third child, Sheila
Marie, on March 12, 2002. Sheila
weighed 10 pounds 4 ounces and was
21 inches long. The proud grandparents
are George and Sheila Hubbell of Bay-
town, Texas, and Nick and Nella Marie
Easterling of Brewton.

Engagements
The families of Elizabeth Proctor,

who currently attends the Sacramento,
California, congregation, and David
Frayer, who currently attends the Albu-
querque, New Mexico, congregation,

are pleased to announce their engage-
ment.

Elizabeth is the daughter of Colleen
Proctor of the Eureka, California, con-
gregation and Benjamin Proctor of Mil-
ford, Pennsylvania. David is the son of
Jerry and Karen Frayer of the Phoenix,
Arizona, congregation.

An Aug. 7, 2004, wedding is planned
in Northern California. The couple plans
to reside in Davis, California.

Matthew and Diana Zollner of Mill-
stadt, Illinois, would like to announce
the engagement of their daughter Car-
olynn Rose to Nicholas Adam Hollon,
son of Glen and Rebecca Hollon. 

Carolynn will be graduating in May
from Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville with a degree in applied
mathematics. Nicholas is currently
working for a construction company and
pursuing a degree in construction man-
agement. The couple are planning for a

wedding in August in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, and plan to live in the St. Louis
area.

Stephen and Delores Haley of Maren-
go, Indiana, are pleased to announce the
engagement of their daughter, Melody,
to Zachary Moss, son of Scott and Peg-
gy Moss of Bluffton, Indiana. The cou-

ple is planning a May 22 wedding in
Louisville, Kentucky.

Anniversaries
Bob and Ruby Peoples celebrated

their 50th wedding anniversary on Jan.
1, 2004. The Austin, Texas, congrega-
tion hosted a surprise reception on the
Sabbath of Jan. 3.

Bob and Ruby were married in Spiro,
Oklahoma,on Jan. 1,1954. They attend-
ed Ambassador College as married stu-
dents in Pasadena, California, in the late
1960s. After college, the Peoples were
sent to serve in the Eugene,Oregon,con-
gregation, and in 1969, during the Feast
of Tabernacles in Penticton, British
Columbia,Mr. Peoples was ordained an
elder. He has pastored congregations in
several states, such as California, Ore-
gon, Mississippi, Texas and Louisiana. 

The Peoples had three children. One
daughter, Paula, died while they were
attending Ambassador College. They
also have two sons: David, and wife,
Missy, from Austin, Texas, and Greg,

and wife, Val, and granddaughter, Ash-
ley, from Dallas, Texas. 

For health reasons, Mr. Peoples
retired a few years ago. They now attend
the Austin congregation,where Mr. Peo-
ples serves as an elder.

“Thank you Mom and Dad for show-
ing us what it means to have a happy
marriage!”

Bob and Joanie Fergen celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on Oct.
22, 2003. The Fergens live in Tri Cities,
Washington. They have six children:
son Mark Fergen in Wyoming,daughter
Peggy (and Tim) Morgan in Washing-
ton, son Dave (and Karen) Fergen in
Kansas, son Kenny (and Caroline) Fer-
gen in Washington, son Patrick (and
Anita) Fergen in Washington, and
daughter Lisa (and Steve) Arner in

Washington. They have 11 grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren. They
feel blessed to be in good health and to

have been members in God’s Church
since 1970.

Obituaries
Robert Artman, 59, died unexpected-

ly of heart failure on Nov. 17, 2003, fol-
lowing a year-long battle with cancer.
Mr. Artman was a member of God’s
Church for over 30 years.

Following three years of military ser-
vice in Vietnam, Mr. Artman lived for
two years in Paducah, Kentucky, where
he came into contact with God’s Church.
He was baptized in the late 1960s and
later was a charter member of the Unit-
ed Church of God.

Bob used his knowledge of electron-
ics to serve the Church through the years
setting up sound systems for Sabbath
services, weddings and other activities
of his congregation. In recent years, he
also supported LifeNets to assist the less
fortunate of underprivileged countries.

Surviving family members include
his son, Donald Artman, a member of
UCG in Indianapolis, Indiana, and
daughter, Rebecca Lynn Oliver, wife of
Steve Oliver of the Spokane, Washing-
ton/Coeur d’Alene, Idaho,congregation
of UCG. Mr. Artman’s father, Joseph
Artman; stepmother, Joan Artman; and
his step-sister Patty Ballenger also sur-
vive him. His mother, Geraldine Art-
man, preceded him in death in 1980.

The funeral service was conducted by
Darris McNeely, pastor of the Indi-
anapolis and Fort Wayne congregations,
with the graveside committal service
conducted by Victor Kubik,pastor of the
Terre Haute and Lafayette, Indiana,con-
gregations.

Susan A. Charles Jantzen died from
non-Hodgkins lymphoma cancer,after a
nine-month battle,on Feb. 26,2004. She
never went into remission after 12
rounds of chemotherapy against a dis-
ease diagnosed as having the highest
probability of successful treatments (80
percent). She was 47 years old and
leaves behind her husband of 23 years,
Larry; a daughter, Jennifer, 22, graduat-
ing in May from Colorado University in
Boulder with highest honors in Russ-
ian/international relations; a son, Ben-
jamin, 20, who is a sophomore at CSU
in Ft. Collins; and a 15-year-old daugh-
ter, Ariel, a freshman in high school in
Colorado Springs, who lives at home.

Susan was an English teacher serving

in northeast Kansas and Lexington,
Kentucky, prior to her death. She was
always active in community, school and
Church activities, volunteering for
numerous benefits and events. Susan
had an ability to make deep and special
friends wherever she lived,as evidenced
by a large outpouring of support and
prayers by people throughout the world.

Both Susan and her husband gradu-
ated from Ambassador College. Susan
went on to get a second degree in Eng-
lish education with honors from Wash-
burn University, in Topeka, Kansas.
Susan’s father was a prominent televi-
sion journalist in Toledo, Ohio. Her
mother,Beverly Charles, also died from
cancer unexpectedly at age 50. She
attended the Toledo congregation until
her death in 1984. Susan has an aunt and
cousin who both attend in that area.

Susan was baptized in 1980 and had
attended church since 1968. She also
attended the Denver, Colorado Springs,
Topeka, Kansas City and Lexington
congregations.

Larry and the family would like to
thank all the people who sent flowers,
cards and prayed and fasted for Susan’s
physical healing. God answered those
prayers in a different way than the fam-
ily expected,but faithful to His promise.

Damaris Wanjiru Mweha of the
Bagaria, Kenya, congregation, died at
the Nakuru General Hospital on Dec. 27,
2003, at the very young age  of 21. She
was born on March 14, 1982. Damaris
is survived by her father, John Mweha
Kahara, leader of the Bagaria congrega-
tion; three brothers and one sister:Daniel
Kahara, Jeremia Muigai, Patrick

Magondu and Eunice Nyambura. The
cause of death was diabetes.

E. Landis Singletary of Gonzales,
Louisiana, a member of the New
Orleans congregation, died Nov. 13,
2003. He was 78, and a U.S. Army vet-
eran, having served in World War II. 

Landis was baptized in 1967. A long-
time deacon, he had many responsibili-
ties in the Church over the years and loy-
ally served God in each. He was always
there to greet any visitor and make them
feel welcome with his infectious smile. 

He retired after 37 years as the man-
ager of the Exxon cafeteria in Baton
Rouge. Landis will be missed by his
family, friends and all those who knew
him and appreciated his quick sense of
humor, integrity and kindness. He was
preceded in death by a son and is sur-
vived by his wife of 58 years, Giovanni
(a deaconess), a daughter, two sons and
nine grandchildren.

Maggie Jo Thomas, 71, a longtime
member of the Flint, Michigan, congre-
gation, died March 7, 2004. She was
born in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, and had
three brothers and seven sisters. She
always appreciated her background
working on a farm, knowing that over-
coming difficulties made her stronger.
She struck out on her own at age 12,

worked as a cook for a Jewish family
and came to Flint in 1954 to work for
General Motors.

Maggie was baptized in 1982 and has
been faithful, loyal and dedicated. No
matter where she traveled and whatever
congregation she visited,everyone loved
and remembered Maggie. She was filled
with energy and concern for others. She
loved to gather funds to help others in
financial trouble. She blessed others
with a meal when she had opportunity.

She had a long bout with cancer and
thought it was completely cured when it
returned with a vengeance. Her last
Feast was dedicated to helping others by
providing rides, carrying luggage for 11
others despite her health condition.

Most of the Thomas family preceded
Maggie in death due to cancer. She is
survived by Rosetta William (sister),
Leslie Thomas (brother) and numerous
nieces and nephews.

Damaris Wanjiru Mweha

Elizabeth Proctor and David Frayer

Bob and Ruby Peoples

Bob and Joanie Fergen with new
grandson Ryan Arner

Melody Haley and Zachary Moss

Nicholas Hollon and Carolynn Zollner

Susan A. Charles Jantzen

Maggie Jo Thomas

E. Landis Singletary



er in order to be truly effective. Several
factors have combined to preclude the
continuing of plans for this year’s camp.
We hope that by making the decision
now, it will give everyone affected suffi-
cient time to make other plans.

The 60 older teens and young adults
who would have attended the Challenger
Camp can be accommodated by the oth-
er United Youth Camps. In fact, some of
the older campers may even be eligible to
serve as staff at one of our other camps
where staff members are needed.

Larry Greider

New Feast Site
Planned for Portugal

A Feast site is being planned for Por-
tugal this year, and details will be posted
to the Portuguese Web page soon
(www.ucg.org/litlibrary/portuguese/).
They will also be printed in a future issue.
For additional information and registra-
tion, please contact the Festival coordi-
nator at Jorge_deCampos@ucg.org.

Jorge de Campos, an elder in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa, who assists with
the Portuguese work of the Church, held
the first United service in Portugal during
the Spring Feast with 17 attending.

Feast Update:
Esquipulas

The brethren of El Salvador and
Guatemala invite you to join them this
Feast in Esquipulas,Guatemala. This site
was left out of the March/April United
News listing,but was included in the Fes-
tival Planning Brochure 2004 that was
mailed to members in April.

Services will be held in Spanish, with
simultaneous translation into English
provided. For more information, and to
see pictures of the Feast and hotels in
Esquipulas, please visit  www.unidaelsal-
vador.org/feast/index.html.

News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ UCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“Don’t Teach Teens ‘Safe Sin’”
“Who Are the Real Animals?”
“Christians Can Learn From the 
Origins of Easter”
“The ‘L’ Word and Same-Sex Marriages”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!
www.ucg.org/worldnews/

■ E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org
■ The April/May Virtual Christian Magazine
includes “A Diamond Is Forever,”
“Unconditional Surrender,” “Good Story!,”
“Dating Disasters and Faulty Mate Selection:
There Is a Better Way!” and “‘Even So, Come,
Lord Jesus!’”
vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org
■ The April-June online issue of Vertical
Thought has articles on “A Beautiful, Vertical
Mind,” “Personalizing Passover: What About
Unbaptized Young People?,” evolution, lasting
marriages, Q&As, news and more.
verticalthought.org

Other Helpful Links
■ Youth and young adults’ Web site. 
www.ucgyouth.org

■ Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.

www.ucgsingles.org

■ Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

■ Good News Web site.
www.gnmagazine.org

■ Anchor: A message of hope for those
struggling with homosexuality.
www.anchorhelp.com

■ Good News/Tomorrow TV station listings.
www.ucg.org/multimedia/gntv.htm

■ Good Works Program.
www.ucg.org/goodworks/

■ UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.
www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Reservations: Visitors wishing to
attend this site should contact Herbert
Cisneros by e-mail at hcwpnj@inte-
gra.com.sv or Barbara Parada at
jrbr_parada@hotmail.com. You can
also write to: Iglesia de Dios Unida El
Salvador, Apartado Postal 2499, San
Salvador, El Salvador, C.A. Or you can
call (011) (503) 225-4308 (Spanish and
English) or (011) (503) 228-1099 (Eng-
lish). Please see the Festival Planning
Brochure 2004 for more details.

Toronto Plans
Singles Weekend
for July 2 to 4

Toronto, Ontario, is hosting its first
annual singles event on July 2 to 4,
2004. The theme for the weekend is
“Holding on for the Future.” All sin-
gles aged 20 and over are welcome.

The event will start with a welcome
reception on Friday evening. The next
day there will be Sabbath services in

the morning followed by lunch and
seminars in the afternoon. This will be
sure to provide encouragement, direc-
tion and hope to all participants. Activ-
ities for the rest of the weekend have
been planned to maximize opportuni-
ties for fellowship.

Plan on joining other singles in the
Church to develop and strengthen
friendships for what should be an
inspiring and fun-filled weekend.

Further information will be posted
on the UCG-Toronto Web site
(www.ucg-toronto.org). The e-mail is
toronto_singles@ucg.ca.

Denise Masse/Edwin van Pelt

Chicago Invites
Young Adults on a
Caribbean Cruise
Feb. 24-28, 2005

The Chicago young adults invite all
UCG young adults in their 20s to mid-
40s for a 2005 winter cruise. Join us on

the Royal Caribbean cruise ship
Enchantment of the Seas for a four-night
Western Caribbean cruise leaving Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida, at 5 p.m. on Thurs-
day, Feb. 24, with stops at Key West and
Cozumel, Mexico, and returning Mon-
day morning, Feb. 28 to Ft. Lauderdale.   

In addition to the interesting ports of
call and entertainment, we have sched-
uled four one-hour development ses-
sions, applicable to both singles and
marrieds alike, exploring biblical prin-
ciples to improving our relationships
with others professionally, at church or
with our families. The sessions will be
led by Chicago pastor Bob Fahey. On-
board Sabbath services will round out
the education portion of the itinerary. 

The planned development sessions
are: “Seven Additional Laws of Suc-
cess” (for successful relationships),
“Basics of Biblical Conflict Resolu-
tion/Peacemaking,” “The Proverbs 31
Man and Woman” and “Techniques of
Conflict Resolution/Peacemaking”

A block of inside stateroom cabins
(lowest price available) have been
reserved for our group, and many of the

Chicago young adults have already
signed up. Additional cabins from this
block can be reserved by June 15 for
$497 per person ($340 base price, $117
tax and port fees,$40 customary prepaid
tips) or upgraded cabins can be arranged
as well. Prices include all meals, accom-
modations and general cruise entertain-
ment. Full payment is due by the end of
September 2004.   

Please contact Anneliese Lanza via
phone or e-mail at Village Travel,
(800) 366-2929 extension 203, or
anneliese@villagetravelusa.com. Men-
tion you are with the UCG Young Adults
Cruise Group,and indicate whether you
would like one of the reserved inside
staterooms or an upgraded cabin. Reser-
vations can still be made after June 15,
however the lower cost rooms may not
be available. Please also indicate your
congregation, as we will be building a
list to provide to all who sign up. 

Not included is air transportation,
transfers, items of a personal nature such
as shore excursions, specialty restau-
rants, some beverages and photographs.

Bill Bradford
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The St. Petersburg and Tampa, Florida,
congregations will be hosting their Family
Weekend June 12 and 13. Services will be
held at 3:30 p.m. at Weightman Middle
School in Wesley Chapel, Florida. After ser-
vices the local congregations will once again
provide a potluck meal. There’s no need for
guests to bring anything.

At 6:30 p.m. the Family Workshop will
begin, where adults and youth will break into
small groups to brainstorm biblical solutions
to typical family problems. Shortly after sun-
down, there will be a family dance until 11:30
p.m. The deejay will be Chris Moen and dress
for the dance will be Sabbath wear.

The next day will feature a beach party at
the famous Fort Desoto Park—one of the top
beaches in the United States. The fun at the
beach will begin around 9 a.m. and will
include games, sand sculpting,volleyball and
swimming. Please remember to wear modest
swimwear. Hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks
will be provided at noon. To cover expenses,
we are requesting a $5 per person or $15 per
family donation.

Limited housing with brethren in the area
is available. Call Mike Fike at (813) 788-4709
or e-mail michaelfike@hotmail.com. For
motels offering discounts, maps and direc-
tions, see http://web.tampabay.rr.com/ucgstp/.

St. Petersburg and Tampa Congregations
Host Family Weekend June 12 and 13


