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Church Adds Several New Office 
Employees in Past Year
by Mitchell Moss

The Church has hired several new employees to work 
in the office over the past year or so. Some of those hired 
filled new roles while others are taking on responsibility 
from someone else who plans to retire or move on.

Mail Processing Clerk
Kurt Reeter began 

working for the Church in 
March 2015. His primary 
job functions include pre-
paring and sending out-
going mail, operating the 
inserting machine (which 
inserts letters, booklets, 
etc. into envelopes before 
mailing) and stocking 
literature. Kurt lived in 
Rock Hill, South Carolina, 

before moving to Cincinnati. He has a bachelors of arts 
in English language arts with a minor in philosophy.

His previous jobs included working in logging, 
landscaping, food service and substitute teaching. 
When asked what he loves most about working for the 
Church, he said: “I am not micromanaged. Tim Sipes, 
my supervisor, is very good at letting me do what I need 
to as soon as I have learned.” He added: “It is a job that 
matters to me. I believe the literature that is sent out 
really helps people.”

Mail Processing Clerk—International
David Salek was hired 

last May to work in the 
mail processing depart-
ment. He is training under 
Alec Surratt. His primary 
function is to track and 
maintain the database of 
the day-to-day literature 
requested from areas out-
side the U.S. and to assist 
Mr. Surratt with personal 
correspondence. “It is 
particularly interesting to 

deal with and try to help prisoners,” David commented.
David hails originally from Colombia, where he took 

courses in property management at Inuniversitas in 
order to assist in running his family’s real estate compa-
ny, before working at a bank and working his way up to 

chief of CD terms. He immigrated to the United States, 
living first in Orlando, Florida, then Buffalo, New York, 
where he and his wife Cathy were immediately prior to 
coming to work at the home office in Cincinnati. “What 
I love most about working for the Church is the oppor-
tunity to serve God in ‘preaching the gospel and prepar-
ing a people’ while I prepare myself for His Kingdom,” 
he said.

Web Content Editor
Melanie Morris began 

working in August 2015 
with the Web team. She 
works with Internet man-
ager Aaron Booth to, as 
she put it, help him do 
“whatever needs to be 
done to help implement 
[his] vision of giving peo-
ple the right content in 
the right way at the right 
time for what they need.” 

That means managing the content on the Church’s 
website, including sermons, Beyond Today Bible stud-
ies, transcripts, television programs and more in order 
to have a wide array of material available for anybody 
looking for the truth at whatever stage of understand-
ing they may be in. Currently her big project is transi-
tioning the Church’s local congregation websites to the 
new, mobile-friendly sites, which are fully integrated 
with the main UCG.org website.

Melanie originally hails from Arkansas, but was liv-
ing in Boston when God called her into his Church in 
2011. She began attending the Seabrook, New Hamp-
shire, congregation in 2012, then moved to Cincinnati 
to attend ABC in 2013. Besides graduating as part of 
the ABC class of 2014, she also has a bachelor of arts in 
psychology and masters of science in cell and molecular 
biology from Louisiana Tech University. Her previous 
jobs included working for a software startup company, 
as a research compliance administrator at Ball State Uni-
versity, and also teaching at various institutions.

“Every day I get to work with an incredible group of 
people. They make Monday mornings worth it. The 
home office is a reflection of one body composed of 
many parts,” she said. When asked what the most impor-
tant reasons were for wanting to take this position, she 

The Passover 
Festival Season

These are questions Paul required the Corinthians to 
ask themselves as they partook of the Passover bread and 
wine, symbolizing the broken body of Jesus Christ and 
His shed blood. "But let a man examine himself and so 
let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup" (1 Corin-
thians 11:28). Some were guilty of participating in the 
Passover service of God's Church in an "unworthy man-
ner" (verses 27, 29).

Observing the Passover Unworthily
What were they doing? First, they were making a meal 

out of the Passover service. The Passover that Jesus insti-
tuted consisted of a piece of unleavened bread and wine 
(1 Corinthians 11:23-26), not the supper itself (verse 20). 
However, in mistakenly incorporating the meal as a part 
of the Passover, they violated yet another godly principle. 
Some who had food and drink would eat a meal together 
before others arrived for the Passover service. Also some 
of the "haves" would eat in front of the "have-nots" of the 
congregation without a thought of sharing their blessings 
(verses 17-22). They were not considerate of the poverty 
of their brethren in the very Body of Christ at the time of 
the Passover service, which itself pictures that we should 
all be united as one body.

It is in the context of this problem that Paul requires 
them to examine themselves so they would not eat and 
drink in an unworthy manner. To partake of the Lord's 
Passover service with this procedure of a meal and made 

n We should all perennially ask the 
question: Has the death of Jesus Christ 
made a real difference to me? Is my life 
really transformed? When I observe the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, year after 
year, does it have an impact on my life?

Passover and the 
Feast of Unleavened 
Bread Means A 
Transformation

Please see page 10Please see page 2
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responded: “When God was calling me in 2011, a friend 
sent me to the UCG website. Through the months to 
follow, it was my lifeline for answers to questions that I’d 
had for so long. God opened my mind to His truth, and 
the website was there to catch me and teach me and chal-
lenge me to heed His call. Many people had given gener-
ously of themselves and their time to create and maintain 
that resource, and those same people were willing to let 
me give back to others whom God will call.”

Assistant Video Editor
Chaz Leathers began 

working in November 
2015. His primary func-
tions are editing and 
building sermon DVDs 
and CDs, recording and 
shooting Jorge de Cam-
pos’ weekly Portuguese 
sermons, operating cam-
eras on-set for Beyond 
Today television and 
working on the personal 

appearance campaign tech crew.
Chaz was born and raised in the Dayton, Ohio, area, 

where he studied environmental studies at Sinclair Com-
munity College before moving to Cincinnati and gradu-
ating as part of the ABC class of 2014. He is currently 
attending the University of Cincinnati, working toward 
a degree in electronic media. His previous jobs included 
working in foodservice and retail, with a brief stint on 
a horse farm, “which leads me to where I am now,” he 
joked. When asked what he loves most about working 
for the Church, he replied: “This is the first job I’ve had 
where I am consistently excited to arrive to work. There 
is a respect at the home office that most other establish-
ments do not offer. They’ve created a real environment 
for growth. Plus, at the end of the day, you know the time 
and effort you’re putting forward is going to preaching 
the gospel.” He added: “I have always had a passion for 
media. I knew that, were I to be offered the job, I would 
be able to put my heart into the work, and that I could 
trust the work I was doing served an honorable purpose.”

International Mail Fulfillment Clerk
Josh Raudenbush began 

work in December 2015. 
He is training under 
Donna Surratt, who plans 
to retire, at which point 
Josh will take over for her. 
In that role, Josh makes 
sure international litera-
ture requests get fulfilled, 
arriving to those who have 
requested them. Much 
of his job so far has been 

making corrections to the addresses supplied by people 
in international areas who have requested literature (that 
is, standardizing their contact information).

Josh is originally from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
and obtained a bachelor of arts degree in history from 
Mansfield University in 2011. He then attended Ambas-
sador Bible College, graduating as part of the class of 
2013. His previous jobs included working in landscap-
ing, retail, data quality analyzation and customer service 
before beginning work for the Church. “I love the posi-
tive atmosphere at the home office; a place where people 
aren’t complaining that they have to be at work! And the 

fact that I get to work with my friends! I also love the fact 
that the work I’m doing is in some way helping spread the 
gospel around the world,” Josh said. He added: “I knew 
this specific position was a good fit for me because I’m 
a detail-oriented person, and it was perfect that this was 
an open position in the Church. I wanted to work for an 
organization that I fully support, and one where I never 
have to be asked to do anything morally questionable.”

Graphic Designer and Illustrator
Matt Hernandez began 

working in January 2016 
in a new role for Media 
and Communications 
Services: graphic design-
er and illustrator. In that 
capacity, he produces 
illustrations and graph-
ics for the Church’s many 
media efforts including 
Beyond Today magazine 
and television, study aids, 

Web infographics, Compass Check and more.
Matt hails originally from California, but he grew up in 

Ohio. He graduated from ABC in 2006 and is currently 
completing his degree in advertising and graphic design 
at Wake Community Technical College. He moved to 
Cary, North Carolina, when he married his wife, Kris-
tin, and they attend the Raleigh congregation along with 
their newborn son, Levi.

Matt previously worked in the customer service field 
across many industries, most recently in the printing 
industry. He loves working for the Church, saying: “It’s 
been rewarding knowing that what I am doing is to help 
the work of the Church be more effective. The imagery 
that corresponds to an article or book cover can heavily 
sway people’s interest. I pray God uses me to help draw 
people’s interest with the work that I do.” When asked 
why he took the position with the Church, he added: 
“For me it was about using my talents toward something 
that can have a real impact. I could produce graphics 
for any company, but the outcome is, as Solomon put 
it, in vain. In working for the Church I feel my talents 
and skills are helping fulfill the commission to preach 
the gospel.”

Assistant Administrator for Ministerial and 
Member Services

Kathe Myers began 
work in February 2016. 
Her primary job functions 
are to assist Chris Row-
land with administration 
of human resources and 
Ministerial and Member 
Services. Kathe has lived 
in Cincinnati for the past 
five years, moving there 
from Minnesota when her 
husband Steve was trans-

ferred there to be pastor of the Cincinnati East congrega-
tions (in addition to his multiple other job roles). She has 
a bachelor of arts from Ambassador College and has 15 
years experience working in accounting, HR and busi-
ness administration. “It’s exciting to be a part of such a 
wonderful team in supporting the ministers, employees 
and members,” she said, adding, “It’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to work with God’s people doing something I 
really enjoy!” UN

By Gary Antion

God commands us to remove all leavening from our 
homes for the Days of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:15-
20). How diligently we do so is an indication of how bad-
ly we want to put sin out of our lives.

A Plan of Attack
So what we need is a strategy to get rid of leaven from 

our homes. Obviously we can’t do it too soon, or we’ll be 
keeping more than seven days of unleavened bread. But 
we should have a deadline.

You might, for example, begin by organizing leav-
ened products in one area in your kitchen and use them 
until the final day you plan to have leaven in the house. 
Involve the whole family in the deleavening project. All 
the cleaning shouldn’t fall on one person's shoulders.

The ancient Israelites took great care to free their 
homes of leaven, even searching every corner with a 
lighted candle. Now in those early days it might have 
been rather easy, especially if you were living in a tent. 
You could just move your tent, or sweep it out. But we in 
this modern, mechanized age have such items as toast-
ers and microwaves and ovens and shag carpeting where 
crumbs can fall.

Helpful Suggestions
You may want to attack the kitchen first to avoid bring-

ing leaven into rooms you have already cleaned. Work on 
dining areas. Check into the cookie jar you haven’t used 
for weeks or months. Maybe you forgot to wash it when 
you quit using it.

Remember, too, it’s not the days of unleavened beer or 
unleavened wine, nor is it the days of unleavened tooth-
paste. However, baking soda, baking powder and yeast, 
agents used to make bread rise, must go.

Search cabinets, shelves, cupboards. Remember your 
toaster. Especially take a look at the drawers near the 
working area of the counters. They might have been 
open a bit when you were making bread or baking a cake. 
Take a look at butter and jelly or jam dishes. They might 
have bread crumbs from when you put butter or jelly on 
toast. Be sure to check between the cushions, under the 
sofas and chairs and in the car.

Eliminating 
Leaven Requires 
Wise Strategy

Please see page 7
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The apostle Paul is one person who in 
his career probably had more trials than 
anyone. In his evangelistic work he was 
constantly opposed. He was thrown into 
prison, stoned and shipwrecked. While 
he was fully aware of the eternal benefits 
of being a Christian, his life here on earth 
was constantly disrupted with hardships 
and trials. He writes, “Three times I was 
beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three 
times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day 
I have been in the deep; in journeys often, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils of my own countrymen, in perils of 
the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils 
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; in weariness 
and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger 
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness...” (2 Corinthians 11:25-27).

This is certainly far more than any of us 
will have to endure.

Paul could have felt sorry for himself. 

He could have complained. He could have 
spent hours and hours reliving his past, 
including his pre-Christian days when he 
was guilty of persecuting those whom he 
would ultimately embrace and serve. He 
could have commiserated with those close 
to him and enthralled them with his “war 
stories.”

But Paul didn’t wallow in self-pity. Rath-
er he bravely said this with this admoni-
tion: "Not that I have already attained, or 
am already perfected; but I press on, that 

I may lay hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I 
do not count myself to have apprehended; 
but one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind and reaching forward to 
those things which are ahead, I press toward 
the goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. Therefore let us, as 
many as are mature, have this mind; and if 
in anything you think otherwise, God will 

VIC TOR KUBIK
President
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by John Elliott

Why should you care about doctrine? 
Well, simply put, if you do his commands 
you are Christ’s friend (John 15:14).

What exactly is doctrine? Words trans-
lated “doctrine” in Scripture relate to 
instruction and teaching. Contrasting 
types of doctrine in Scripture include 
doctrines of demons and men versus the 
apostles’ doctrine that was “the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which accords with godliness” (1 Timothy 
6:3). Parental instruction based on Scrip-
ture is also exemplified: “For I give you 
good doctrine: Do not forsake my law” 
(Proverbs 4:2).

Where does right doctrine originate? 
Jesus said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but 
His who sent Me” (John 7:16). From the 

beginning, in Scripture, God the Father 
established His instructions—or doctrinal 
teachings. Building on the Law, Writings 
and Prophets, Jesus gave New Covenant 
instructions to the apostles, who in turn 
magnified them in their writings. Paul 
wrote, “When you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you wel-
comed it not as the word of men, but as 
it is in truth, the word of God, which also 
effectively works in you who believe” (1 
Thessalonians 2:13). 

Right doctrine, or God’s instruction, 
comprises the words of life (John 6:68). 

Obeying God’s doctrine puts a person on 
a righteous path as defined by God. Paul 
wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-
17). The ultimate future Jesus promised 
for those who observe God’s righteous 
instruction is that “the righteous will shine 
forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 

Please see page 10

Moving On!

In Scripture we see that God the Father established His instuctions. We must go to the Bible and see for 
ourselves what is right doctrine is. 
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Regardless of the trials we face, we must move on and not stay stuck in a rut. 
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Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees

By Robert Dick

“Leaven of the Pharisees”—it’s a curious 
phrase. Why did Christ feel compelled to 
warn His disciples to avoid it? Would you 
recognize this “leavening” if you saw it 
today? The answer to these questions is 
important, not just for the Passover sea-
son, but throughout the year.

What is this “leaven of the Pharisees”? 
You will find a direct answer in Luke 12:1. 
“In the meantime, when an innumerable 
multitude had gathered together, so that 
they trampled one another, He began to 
say to His disciples first of all, ‘Beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy.’” Hypocrisy is here described 
as the leaven of the Pharisees, but as we 
will see later, this is just the tip of the ice-
berg.

Hypocrisy Defined
“Hypocrite” comes from the Greek 

word hupokrites and refers to someone 
who is acting, pretending. It was the cus-
tom of Greek and Roman stage actors to 
speak in large masks with mechanical 
devices for augmenting the force of the 
voice. These actors, concealing their real 
faces and changing their real voices, were 
called hupokrites, or hypocrites.

Jesus likened the conduct of the Phari-
sees to actors—men pretending, playing a 
role. The Pharisees of Christ’s day were a 
powerful leadership body who claimed to 
be more zealous and more righteous than 
the rest of Jewish society. They set them-
selves up as models of what was right and 
godly, yet in Christ’s eyes their example 
was actually destructive. In Christ’s esti-
mation the conduct of these men had a 
corrupting effect upon those who fol-
lowed their example—a leavening effect, 
if you will.

The Sermon on the Mount and 
Instruction on Hypocrisy

It is interesting that early on Christ 
forcefully addressed the issue of hypoc-
risy. You might call Matthew 6:1-18 a 
primer on identifying hypocrisy. The 
hypocrites give offerings for the purpose 
of being seen and admired (verses 1-2); 
they pray to impress men with their voices 
and their words (verse 5); and they do all 
they can to look miserable when they fast 
so they will be admired for their sacrifice 
and pitied for their discomfort (verse 16). 

Christ’s message to His disciples was sim-
ply: If you do it this way, men’s admiration 
will be your total reward since I will not be 
looking or listening.

Most people who profess to be Chris-
tian get the point. This is elementary. 
How often do you see someone blow a 
trumpet to announce his offering or look 
so tousled, unshaven and unkempt that 
you have to ask, “Are you fasting today?” 
But the leavening effect of hypocrisy is far 
broader.

Hypocrisy and Malicious Intent
Most of us are familiar with the situa-

tion described in Matthew 22:15-18. The 
Pharisees brought to Christ a coin bear-
ing Caesar’s image and asked Him if it 
was appropriate to pay taxes. The Jews of 
Christ’s time hated the Roman occupa-
tion. To say yes, it is OK, would alienate 
the Jews. To say no, you should not, would 
be treasonous and open to prosecution 
by the Roman government. Jesus said, in 
verse 18, “Why do you test Me, you hypo-
crites?” Here hypocrisy was the masking 
of their malicious intent.

Verses 15 through 18 make it clear that 
the intent of the heart and the appear-
ance were different: “Then the Pharisees 
went and plotted how they might entangle 
Him in His talk. And they sent to Him 
their disciples with the Herodians, saying 
‘Teacher, we know that You are true and 
teach the way of God in truth; nor do You 
care about anyone, for You do not regard 
the person of men. Tell us therefore what 
do You think?’” Here is a clear example 
of malicious intent. With smiling faces 
and flattering words they sought to injure 
Christ. Paul, who had been a Pharisee 
before his conversion, could easily see 
the connection between leaven and mali-
cious intent. In his letter to the Corinthi-
ans, written at the Passover season, Paul 
exhorted, “Therefore let us keep the feast, 
not with old leaven, nor with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” 
(1 Corinthians 5:8, emphasis added). But 
there is more to the story of the leaven of 
the Pharisees.

A Second Form of Leaven
In Matthew 16, Scripture shows that 

the leaven of the Pharisees goes beyond 
hypocrisy. Following the miracle of the 
fishes and loaves, the Pharisees confront-
ed Jesus as they sought a sign. He called 
them hypocrites to their faces and offered 
no sign but the sign of Jonah. Later He 

warned His disciples, “Take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees” (Matthew 16:6). The dis-
ciples did not at first understand what He 
meant. Christ called the Pharisees hypo-
crites in verse 3, but the disciples didn’t 
automatically assume a connection.

It is quite likely the disciples were ini-
tially blinded by a guilty conscience. They 
thought they had received a subtle scold-
ing because no one had remembered to 
purchase food for the group (Matthew 
16:7). Christ explained that He wasn’t 
dependent upon whether they remem-
bered to buy groceries. After all, hadn’t 
He just fed a huge multitude with seven 
loaves and a few fish? With their guilty 
consciences relieved, they hit upon His 
true intent, which is described in verse 12, 
“Then they understood that He did not 
tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, 
but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.”

The leaven of the Pharisees is more 

than hypocrisy; it is also their doctrine. 
But how or why is their doctrine equated 
to leaven? We will find as we go along that 
there is an inextricable link between the 
hypocrisy of the Pharisees and the doc-
trines of the Pharisees.

Doctrine and Hypocrisy
The clearest connection between the 

hypocrisy of the Pharisees and their doc-
trine is seen in Mark 7:1-9, where the 
Pharisees complained about the disciples 
eating with unwashed hands. It should be 
understood that the traditions, or rulings, 
passed down generation to generation by 
the wise men of the Pharisaical persuasion 
took on the power of law. To the mind of 
a Pharisee the sayings of their elders were 
as binding as the Scriptures. In fact Christ 
implies they were even seen as more bind-
ing than the law of God if the two came 
into conflict. To Christ this was hypocriti-
cal. How can a body of men who claim to 
be the most righteous observers of the law 
of God create traditions that nullify the 
law of God and still claim righteousness? 
This didn’t make sense. Christ saw their 
doctrines, in this case, as hypocritical.

As we continue in Mark 7, we can see 
the conflict. The Pharisees came to Christ 
and challenged, “Why do Your disciples 
not walk according to the traditions of 
the elders, but eat bread with unwashed 
hands?” (Mark 7:5). Christ responded, 

n Would you recognize this 
“leavening” if you saw it 
today?

Please see page 8
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Most people who profess to be 
Christian get the point. This is 
elementary. How often do you 
see someone blow a trumpet to 
announce his offering? But the 
leavening effect of hypocrisy is 
far broader.
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Births
Chloe Brooklyn Aschenbrenner

Randy and Keri (Seelig) Aschen-
brenner are thrilled to announce the 
birth of their first child, Chloe Brooklyn 
Aschenbrenner. Chloe made her presence 
known early Tuesday morning, Feb. 16, 
2016, at 1:08 a.m. She weighed 9 lbs. 2 oz. 
and was 22 in. long—the exact same vitals 
as her mother. The parents are elated with 
the new edition to the family, as are Ran-
dy’s mother, Carma (McCulley) Aschen-
brenner, and Keri’s parents, Gerald and 
Connie (Mischnick) Seelig, along with 
a number of excited aunts, uncles, great-
uncles and great-aunts.

Zayn Khalid David
Along with his grandparents, Charles 

and Janet Treadway of the Cincinnati East 
congregation, proud parents Ken and 
Michelle David of the Cincinnati North 
congregation joyfully announce the birth 
of their son, Zayn Khalid David. Zayn 
was delivered into their waiting arms on 
Monday, Feb. 15, 2016, at 4:16 p.m., just 
a day after a blanket of snow fell to the 
ground.  He weighed in at 7 lbs., 6.3 oz., 
and stretched 20.5 in. long. This most 
gracious gift from God is already abun-
dantly adored and loved by his four older 
siblings. With deep gratitude, his parents 
praise God for His enormous blessing 
and most perfect timing.

Elijah Mark Henderson
Alex and Rachel Henderson, along 

with their daughter Olivia, are thrilled 
to announce the arrival of their son, Eli-

jah Mark Henderson, on Jan. 11, 2016. 
He was 7 lbs., 8 oz., and 20 in. long. He 
arrived around 3:45 a.m. and was born at 
home. He is healthy as can be! Praise God 
for all His blessings!

Levi Hudson Hernandez
Matthew and Kristin Hernandez of the 

Raleigh, North Carolina, congregation 
are delighted to announce the arrival of 
their first son, Levi Hudson Hernandez 
on Nov. 10, 2015, at 8:47 p.m. He weighed 
5 lbs., 11 oz., and was 19.25 in. long. Levi 
is the third grandchild, but first grand-
son, of Daniel and Jeanette Rich of Cary, 
North Carolina. Matthew and Kristin 
feel very blessed to have a healthy, happy 
son. Levi is a precious gift from God who 
brings joy to all those around him. 

Charlotte Eliana Miller
Matthew and Jamie Miller of the 

Salem, Oregon, congregation are happy 
to announce the birth of Charlotte Eli-
ana Miller. Born at home on Dec. 3, 2015, 
at 8:30 a.m., weighing 8 lbs., 1 oz., and 
measuring 20.5 in. long. Baby Charlotte 
is loved by her entire family, especially 
her big sister Lily Carolina. Proud grand-
parents are Tim and Brenda Robinson 
of Salem, Oregon, and Roma and Loma 
Miller of Lenoir, North Carolina.

Anniversaries
Greg and Nancy Czech

Jan. 22, 2016, marked the 50th anniver-
sary of Greg and Nancy Czech from the 
Spokane, Washington, congregation. The 

members celebrated the occasion with 
them on Sabbath, Jan. 30.

Greg and Nancy met in college in San 
Marcos, California, in 1961. After mar-
riage in 1966 in Del Mar, California, they 
moved to Reno, Nevada, where Greg was 
stationed in the Air Force. They eventual-
ly moved back to California and were bap-
tized in the spring of 1971. They moved to 
Spokane, Washington, that spring. After 
moving to Spokane they bought some 
land and proceeded to build their own 
place from scratch, with very little extra 
help. That was an interesting and chal-
lenging part of their life, as they had no 
running water for 3 1/2 years. They have 
been on the property now for 45 years.

They have three children: Berenice 
(Jeff ) Emehiser, Aaron, and Rebecca 
(Ben) England. Berenice and Jeff have 
four children: Raymond, Bruce, Ben, and 
Jane. Greg was ordained an elder in 2006, 
and they serve the Spokane, Kennewick, 
and Kettle Falls congregations.

They enjoy a lot of outdoor activities 
such as gardening, hiking, biking, the 
occasional backpack hike, and driving 
their old Studebaker. Their life has been 
filled with many blessings, and they give 
God the credit for it all.

Denver and Bev Jamison
Denver and Bev Jamison celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary. It was 
hosted by the Boise, Idaho, congrega-
tion. Denver and Bev were married on 
Dec. 28, 1965, at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base in Dayton, Ohio, by a mili-
tary chaplain. Denver was in the U.S. Air 
Force at that time with a rank of airman 

first class (A1C). They met on base at a 
social event. Denver was sent to Viet-
nam the next summer in July, 1966. It 
was during this same time that Denver 
and Bev were introduced to God’s truth. 
Bev was baptized in December 1966, and 
when Denver returned from Vietnam in 
July 1967, he soon after was baptized in 
November 1967. Both were baptized in 
Boise, Idaho, where they began to attend 
Sabbath services. Denver and Bev have 
nine children, 22 grandchildren, and six 
great-grandchildren. The Jamisons are 
greatly loved and admired by both their 
physical and spiritual families.

Obituaries
Robert Lee Kern

Robert Lee Kern died Sabbath morn-
ing, Jan. 16, 2016. Robbie very much 
wanted all who have written and kept him 
in their prayers—all this time—to know 
how much he appreciated and cherished 
your love, prayers, thoughts, and caring. 
He wrote the following as his obituary:

“I was born in St. Charles, Missouri, on 
May 23, 1946, while my father was in the 
Navy. I was just 1 year old when my par-
ents, my older brother (Marlyn Kern) and 
I moved to Mt. Vernon, Missouri, where 
my parents lived before Dad got called to 
the Navy. My father worked for Carnation 
Milk Company as a lab tech for 39 years. 
Mother worked as a nurse at the Missouri 
State Chest Hospital (tuberculosis, cancer 
and histoplasmosis) for 49 years. I gradu-
ated from Mt. Vernon High School in 
May of 1964. 

Announcements

Elijah Mark Henderson
Born Jan. 11, 2016

Robert Lee Kern
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Denver & Bev Jamison
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Born Feb. 15, 2016 

Charlotte Eliana Miller
Born Dec. 3, 2015 
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I was in the U.S. Air Force 1967 to 
1970. I was stationed stateside and in 
Korea (K-54, named during the Korean 
War) approximately 30 miles south of the 
DMZ, which is approximately eight miles 
north of Seoul, Korea. I came to prison in 
1979, until my death. 

Pastor Graham was introduced to me 
by Don Hooser (a very dear brother). He 
counseled with me and baptized me on 
Nov. 22, 2013. Praise God, for He knew 
what lay ahead of me (two-plus years of 
cancer). Pastor Graham placed me on 
the Church prayer list, and I was over-
whelmed at times by the brothers and 
sisters who responded with cards, letters, 
and with such encouraging words and 
scriptures. Each and every response was 
just what God wanted me to receive at 
that exact time. Oh what a blessing—my 
brothers and sisters of UCG have show-
ered me with such great blessings. UCG is 
truly God’s loving Church, unconditional 
love that comforted me and gave me the 
strength to move forward. 

Praise God for not giving up on me 
and for blessing me with all the broth-
ers and sisters who helped me to stay on 
the straight and narrow, heavenly bound. 
They never gave up on me, and our God 
was there with me day and night, only 
a whisper away. I long for the resurrec-
tion morn/noon/evening, standing in the 
presence of Jesus Our Savior and meeting 
all of my brothers and sisters. Until that 
day, my love and prayers are with each 
and every one of you. 

Love ya, Robbie"

Lee Robinson
Lee Robinson, 80, died on Tuesday, 

Dec. 15, 2015, at his home in Madison, 
Tennessee, surrounded by his family. Lee 
Warren Robinson was a faithful deacon 
in the Nashville, Tennessee, congrega-
tion and served the Church for nearly 50 
years. Lee was a true servant of God and 
the brethren. He was dearly loved by his 
family and also by his Church family, his 
neighbors and many others he touched 
during his life.

Lee is survived by his wife of 58 years, 
Frances Robinson; his daughter Jan (Bob) 
Dixon; and his two sons, Roger (Susan) 
Robinson, and Kerry (Shelli) Robinson. 

He was blessed with five grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren, two sis-
ters, and many other nieces and nephews.

The legacy Lee left was the example of a 
godly servant that patiently endured suf-
fering and never faltering in his love of 
the truth.

Paul Lee Sutton
Paul Lee Sutton, 84, died Sunday, Nov. 

8, 2015. Born in Steubenville, Ohio, on 
July 17, 1931, to Theodore and Della 
(Fox) Sutton, he was the third born of 
nine sons.

He joined the U.S. Navy and served our 
country as a sonar technician on a survey-
or ship in the Mediterranean Sea. After 
four years, Paul returned to Ohio where 
he met Lois (Earley) Sutton, who became 
his beloved wife of 61 years.

They had five children: Mark (Lori) 
Sutton of Flowery Branch, Georgia; Kent 
(Tracy) Sutton of Azle, Texas; Jill (Gary) 
Thomas of Fort Wayne, Indiana; Troy 
Sutton of Fort Wayne, Indiana; and Jule 
(Greg) Kurzawa of Omaha, Nebraska. 
There are seven grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.

Paul was a musician. He retired in 1994 
after working for Uniroyal B.F. Goodrich 
as a master maintenance mechanic for 
over 30 years. He went on to serve with 
his music ministry. He played and sang for 
the Paulding County Fair, various nursing 
homes and senior centers throughout the 
area and at times for church services at his 
local congregation. He had an excellent 
singing voice, and he played the keyboard, 
guitar, steel guitar, accordion, and bugle.

Paul attended the United Church of 
God in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He was a 
long-time member, having been baptized 
in 1963. His faith in God was a gift that 
kept on giving. To the end, he shared his 
belief in the Almighty Creator and Sus-
tainer, encouraging others and promot-
ing steadfastness. Paul’s genuine smile 
and to-the-point personality will be sadly 
missed and fondly remembered.

Jimmy R. Williams
Jimmy R. Williams, always known as J. 

R., a member of the Nashville, Tennessee, 
congregation, died Sabbath morning, Jan. 
16, 2016, at home. He had been a baptized 

member for over 21 years. He was born 
on the Cherokee Indian Reservation in 
Western North Carolina. His father was 
a full-blooded Cherokee, and J. R. spoke 
Cherokee fluently. However, J. R.’s father 
died at a relatively young age, and J. R.’s 
mother, a full-blooded Jew, moved them 
to a small town in Eastern North Caro-
lina. J. R. grew up attending both Chris-
tian churches and Jewish synagogues. He 
was an only child, and many wondered 
if J. R. was the only person who had his 
unique heritage of being half Cherokee 
and half Jewish. He was very proud of his 
dual heritage. J. R. joined the Navy and, 
because of his amazing physical abilities, 
he became a Navy Seal. As a Navy Seal 
he was taught to use any weapon and to 
drive or fly anything. He served as a drill 
instructor and taught hand-to-hand com-
bat. He flew helicopters in the Vietnam-
ese War. He later was the personal pilot 
for Alabama Governor George Wallace.

He moved to Nashville, Tennessee, and 
immersed himself in the music business.  
He could play almost any instrument, 
and he worked in many bands, including 
with Jim Ed Brown, Marty Robbins, Mel 
Tillis and Tex Ritter. He worked at the 
Grand Ole Opry and played saxophone 
with both Frank Sinatra and Elvis Pres-
ley. We have pictures of J. R. with many 
stars of music, including talking onstage 
in Las Vegas with Elvis Presley. As would 
be expected to those who knew J. R., the 
picture shows J. R. doing the talking, with 
Elvis listening.

There were two men who greatly influ-
enced J. R.’s life in positive ways, and he 
greatly admired them both: Tex Ritter 
and Herbert Armstrong. Tex Ritter was 
the father-figure that took the place of the 
father J. R. had lost at a young age. J. R. 
was the percussionist in Tex’s band, and 
they traveled together all over the world. 
J. R. called him, “Pappy.” When Tex Ritter 
had a massive heart attack, he died in J. R.’s 
arms. The picture that accompanies this 
obituary shows J. R. wearing the white 
Stetson hat that Tex had given to him.

J. R. was traveling with Marty Robbins’ 
band as master-of-ceremonies when they 
traveled throughout Europe. He intro-
duced the Queen of England when she 
attended a show in Queen’s Hall, and J. R. 

got to meet her after the show.
J. R. began listening to Herbert Arm-

strong on radio and was baptized Oct. 
1, 1994. He was preceded in death by his 
wife of 57 years, Caroline. At the Feast 
of Tabernacles in 2014, J. R. met Helen 
Lucille Payne, who had been a widow for 
40 years. They were smitten by each other 
and married a few months later on Jan. 10, 
2015, in front of the Gadsden, Alabama, 
congregation, where Helen had attended 
for many years.  Sadly, a few months later, 
J. R. discovered that he had terminal can-
cer. He was told that without treatment 
he would live just two or three months 
but with chemotherapy that he might last 
a year. Because J. R. wanted to keep the 
Feast of Tabernacles one more time, with 
Helen Lucille as his wife, he chose to take 
the chemotherapy. Having Helen Lucille 
with him for his last year was a great 
blessing for him. J. R. accompanied the 
hymns in the Nashville congregation with 
his saxophone, was a dedicated, faithful 
member and truly a “live wire.” We miss 
him greatly but are comforted that he will 
awake to be with God, forever. We’ll see 
him again.

Francis “Frank” J. Woicik
Francis “Frank” J. Woicik died on Nov. 

22, 2015, in Spokane, Washington, from 
complications from multiple myeloma 
and excruciating back pain. He was able 
to remain at home with his wife Judy, 
who took care of him. He and Judy were 
married in 1969. They have two children: 
Matt (Lisa) and Laura (Patrick) and two 
grandchildren, Cameron and Emily.

Frank and Judy were baptized together 
in September of 1971 after attending a 
lecture series that came to Spokane for all 
The Plain Truth subscribers.

He enjoyed driving around in his 1940 
Chevy and taking trips on their motorcy-
cle. Their house is full of beautiful wood 
items he built in his woodshop. Frank 
was also quick to drop whatever he was 
working on to go and help someone who 
had a need. But what he enjoyed the most 
was studying God’s Gord and having long 
conversations about God with others.

Frank had a very strong faith in God 
and relied on God to “see us through” in 
this life.

Francis “Frank” J. Woicik
Jan. 7, 1944 - Nov. 22, 2015  

Announcements
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Mar. 25, 1935 - Dec. 15, 2015
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Announcements: Send us 
announcements from your local 
congregation! Check with your 
pastor and have him forward what 
you write. We’re looking for 100- to 
300-word articles and photos. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you’d like photos returned. Please 
double-check the spelling of names. 
Please e-mail (preferred) or give 
the material to your local pastor to 
forward to United News.

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

The theme of the November 2015 
Ladies Educational Weekend in Austra-
lia was “Meditate on Thy Word,” with 38 
ladies in attendance. The ladies enjoyed 
a meet-and-greet Friday evening, where 
everyone received welcoming gifts made 
by Judy Nelson.

The sermon, given by Bill Bradford, 
focused on growing in the mind of God 
through the three disciplines of prayer, 
studying God’s Word and meditation.

Throughout the weekend ladies heard 
four presentations. Jenny Bradford 
expounded upon the word “meditation” 
and how it’s used in the Bible. She encour-
aged everyone to use the positive form of 
meditation (Philippians 4:8) rather than 
give in to worry and anxiety. Jenean Riv-
ers followed with an energetic presenta-
tion on “Time in a Busy Day to Meditate.” 
She explained how hard it is for her as a 
mother of three young children trying to 

fit in all things she needs to do each day 
and how a mother can make this work in 
her busy schedule. Jenny Kusz gave a two-
part presentation and covered the topic of 
“Cultivating Joy Through Godly Medita-
tion.” Bernadette Marozza spoke about 
her daily struggle with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) and expounded on how she uses the 
powerful tool of medication in a seminar 
titled “What I Have Learned From Medi-
tation.”

Throughout the weekend ladies enjoyed 
fellowship, special music selections, walks 
on the beach and shared meals together. 
Kaylene Barton gave a special tribute 
honoring the life of Chontelle Taylor, who 
died unexpectedly in October. Remem-
brances and memories were shared of the 
blessing of her life, and how dearly she is 
missed.

The next Women’s Enrichment Week-
end is being planned for Aug. 26-29, 2016. 

2015 Queensland Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend

Left: Some of the attendees at the Queensland Women’s Enrichment weekend.

Right: There were 38 ladies in attendance at the weekend. 

Local Church Updates: Send us news 
and events from your local congregation! 
Check with your pastor and have him 
forward what you write. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and photos 
with captions. Please include a self-
addressed envelope if you’d like photos 
returned. Include the author’s and pho-
tographer’s names. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give the material to your 
local pastor to forward to United News.

On Jan. 15-17, 2016, 80 ladies enjoyed 
Southern California’s 15th annual Wom-
en’s Enrichment Weekend with the theme 
“Blessings and Miracles in Our Lives.” For 
the second year, this event was held in a 
state-of-the-art Outdoor Education Cen-
ter owned by the Boy Scouts. Although 
still in the urban area, it feels as if being 
in the outdoors with hills and nature sur-
rounding the meeting hall.

Our Garden Grove pastor Mario Seiglie 
set the tone in his sermon by recounting 
specific miracles in his life. The sermon 
was preceded by four special music par-
ticipants: vocal solos by Sylvia Kennedy, 
Ingrid Helge and Carol Wallauch and a 
violin solo by Rachel Keirouz. After wel-
coming comments by Caty Seiglie on Sat-
urday afternoon, Anna Moore and Kerry 
Heesch expanded on the theme.

Later in the afternoon Coleen Moriarty 
led a lively interactive discussion where 
each individual, while in small groups, 
could share a personal example of a mir-
acle. A representative from each group 
shared the most profound miracle from 
their small group with the entire audi-
ence.

Blessings have two sides—some we 
receive and some we give. We had the 

opportunity to share our blessings with 
others by a raffle/fundraiser Saturday eve-
ning organized by Rocio Gonzalez to ben-
efit Good Works and LifeNets. From the 
33 items donated, plus individual dona-
tions, we were able to share over $900 for 
these two worthy organizations.

Sunday morning Mercedes Borja, Kim-
berly Snyder and Diana Cade continued 
sharing personal experiences of miracles 
and blessings in their lives. After the 
morning session and before lunch many 
took advantage of what the facility had to 
offer. Some tried their hand at ziplining 
while others opted for a dancing activity 
in the meeting hall. Some chose free time 
or their own peaceful walk in nature.

Sunday afternoon Sue Black shared the 
miracles and blessings connected with 
her granddaughter’s premature birth last 
year. Lacee Hilgen capped the weekend by 
sharing (with words, slides and videos) 
some of her life-changing experiences 
teaching last year at Legacy Institute in 
Thailand. Sherie Stores expertly wove the 
presentations together as our moderator.

This Women’s Enrichment Weekend 
was truly enriching and positive as our 
ladies focused on what God has done for 
them in their lives in a special way and 
what He will continue to do.

Jean Updegraff

Women’s Enrichment Weekend in 
Southern California

Left: Three happy zipliners (from left): Charmaine 
Loo, Ia Reyes, Eliza Macaraeg

Right: Carmen Snyder (left) and Rocio Gonzalez
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Macie May was born Oct. 9, 1916, to 
parents Delbert and Sarah Howell Ren-
fro in the town of Burnsville, in Yancy 
County, North Carolina. Macie grew up 
with five siblings—two sisters and three 
brothers. Macie’s father passed away 
when Macie was only 11 years old. This 
left many struggles for the family, but with 
her mother’s willingness, and the help of 
her oldest brother (who was 14 at the 
time), they managed to stay together and 
survive as a family. 

Macie grew up working on the family 
farm and worked at the store they owned 
and ran for several years. She graduated 
from Clearmont High School in in 1934 
and soon joined America’s workforce. 
Macie worked for 15 years at the textile 
mill in Burnsville, North Carolina, where 
she grew up. Macie married in 1935 to 
Ivan Renfro. Their marriage was more 
than solid, lasting to within a couple 
months of 70 years at the time of Ivan’s 
death a few years back.

Macie’s oldest brother, Jay, was the first 
to begin listening to the Radio Church of 
God, and she said soon after she opened 
her Bible and found the truth, she stopped 
attending church on Sunday. Macie was 
baptized in 1961 and attended the Feast 
of Tabernacles in Jekyll Island the second 
year the Feast was held there. Mr. Ren-
fro was also baptized into the work, a few 
years after Macie. They enjoyed many 
years supporting the work, and attending 
the Feast throughout our great country.

Macie May Turns 99

Macie May (in the middle) with her son Darrel 
and daughter-in-law. 

Please see next page
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After several years away, plans are 
underway for this year’s feast returning 
to La Belle Province, Quebec. The quaint 
town of beautiful Sainte-Adele, is nestled 
in the heart of the Laurentian Mountains.
This site is conveniently located an hour 

drive north of Montreal. 
Confirm your plans to attend by e-mail-

ing quebecfeast@ucg.ca before May 15, as 
the hotel needs a 25-room minimum to 
host us this year. Watch for more details 
in the Festival Brochure.

New Quebec Feast Site

United Youth Corps is seeking three 
volunteers to serve in Santiago, Chile, 
and Bahia Blanca, Argentina from July 
24-Aug. 6, 2016, teaching English, lead-
ership and speech. 

Personal expenses to participants:
Room, board and ground transporta-

tion will be provided by Good Works. 
Participants are expected to provide half 
their airfare costs and any extracurricu-

lar activities (costs will vary depending on 
location of origin). Scholarships may be 
made available based on need.

Please see the fact sheet and apply at 
www.ucgyouthcorps.org/projects/appli-
cation.php.

For further information please contact 
Lena VanAusdle at Lena_VanAusdle@
ucg.org

Deadline to apply is April 15, 2016.

United Youth Corps project in Chile and 
Argentina

“Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypo-
crites, as it is written: ‘This people honors 
Me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from Me, and in vain they worship Me 
teaching as doctrines the commandments 
of men’” (Mark 7:6-7).

Christ continued His rebuke in Mark 
7:8-13, giving examples of traditions 
passed down by the elders that directly 
contravened the law of God. His final 
summation was that in many areas of 
advice, ruling and even law they had put 
aside the law of God preferring their tra-
ditions instead. To Christ this was hypo-
critical of a body that claimed superior 
righteousness since the laws of God are 
righteousness (Psalm 119:172).

Modern Illustration
The conflict between the traditions of 

the elders and the law was not just a cir-
cumstance of Christ’s day. The Pharisees 
of Christ’s day were in effect the predeces-
sors of the rabbinical system that came to 
power after the destruction of the temple. 
Following the banning of Jews from the 
Jerusalem area, the rabbinical schools 
moved north to the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee and there created the basis for 
modern Judaism. The system of teaching 
based upon tradition has continued since 
that time.

A few years back before the Passover, 
Jeffrey Weiss wrote an interesting article 
in the Oregonian detailing the effect of 
the traditions of the elders upon the stan-
dards for determining what is leavened. 
Mr. Weiss shared an interview with the 
rabbi-in-residence at Manischevitz, the 
world’s largest manufacturer of matzo. 
Before getting into specifics, Mr. Weiss 
wrote, “Thousands of years of rabbis have 
come up with long explanations for how 
to observe that seemingly simple com-
mandment” (referring to the command 
in Exodus about leavening).

Mr. Weiss described how the Manisch-
evitz plant is closed for a month before 
Passover for a complete cleaning where 
cooking equipment is literally taken apart 

and scoured and reassembled before the 
production of Passover matzo begins. He 
also described the meticulous way the 
matzo is made, making sure no leavening 
intentionally or unintentionally contami-
nates the matzo.

At the end of his article the reporter 
then described the many ways in which 
people observing the Passover and Days 
of Unleavened Bread try to get around the 
strict obedience to the no leavening law. 
Herein we find a most interesting “law.” 
Mr. Weiss asked Manischevitz’s rabbi-in-
residence about what appeared to be a 
contradiction to the biblical law regard-
ing no leavening during this season. 
“‘And how about many of Manischevitz’s 
kosher-for-Passover processed mixes for 
cakes, cookies and other goodies? One 
of the ingredients is sodium carbonate—
baking soda. Isn’t that a leavening?’

“‘It may look that way,’ Rabbi Horowitz 
said. ‘But appearances can deceive.’

“The rabbis decided that matzo once 
certified as kosher for Passover can never 
be de-Passoverized. Not even by later con-
tact with leavening. All of the Manischev-
itz mixes start with Passover matzo meal 
that—by definition—can’t be ritually con-
taminated by baking soda.

“‘Most people don’t understand that,’ 
Rabbi Horowitz said.

“‘It’s not a question of what it looks like,’ 
he said. ‘It is a question of what the rabbis 
call it.’”

That article echoes the words of Mark 
7:8: “For laying aside the commandments 
of God, you hold the tradition of men . . .”

As we move toward the Passover and 
the Days of Unleavened Bread, may 
we learn from the cautionary words of 
Christ—beware of the leaven of the Phari-
sees. During our days of self-examination 
and introspection, may we determine all 
the more to worship God with a sincere 
and honest heart, coupled with a respect 
for both the letter and the spirit of His 
Word. UN

This article first appeared in the March/
April 2002 issue of the United News.

Continued from page 4

Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees

Once all the vacuuming is done, 
remember the vacuum cleaner bag. This 
might be a good time to discuss with our 
families the meaning of these days. It 
would be easy to put sins out of our lives 
if we could always see them —just take the 
vacuum cleaner and whisk them away. 
But some sins are deeply imbedded, and 
though we struggle, we can’t always get 
rid of them, like the crumbs in the cracks 

of the floorboards.
Use intelligence. You can go overboard 

in cleaning and be exhausted when Pass-
over comes. You won’t have studied or 
prayed or examined yourself. You won’t 
be ready spiritually. We should not clean 
physically to the extent that we will not be 
prepared in a spiritual way for both God’s 
Passover and the Days of Unleavened 
bread. Begin preparing physically and 
spiritually early enough that neither area 
will be neglected (1 Corinthians 5:7-8).

This article first appeared in the World-
wide News —March 24, 1986

Eliminating Leaven
Continued from page 2

Up and Coming

Up and Coming

Good Works and United Youth Corps 
are co-sponsoring a project in Nigeria! 
The project will provide staff members 
for a United Youth Camp taking place in 
Lagos, Nigeria, from Aug. 21-27, 2016. 
Travel buffers and minor sightseeing, 
before and after camp, will add approxi-
mately five days to the visit.

We are seeking four volunteers, two 
men and two women, to serve as staff 
members. These must be spiritually 
focused individuals who display Chris-

tian living and leadership principles, 
both by word and example. These par-
ticipants must have a good grasp on what 
creating the Zone for godly growth is all 
about.

Please see the fact sheet and applica-
tion at www.ucgyouthcorps.org/proj-
ects/application.php.

For further information please contact 
Lena VanAusdle at Lena_VanAusdle@
ucg.org.

Deadline to apply is April 15, 2016.

United Youth Corps Project in Nigeria 

Ivan and Macie Renfro had began their 
lives together in the mountains of North 
Carolina, and both worked hard to pro-
vide for their family, they had four young 
boys to feed and raise. Ivan moved his 
family to East Tennessee to be able to 
farm and raise burley tobacco where it 
was much easier on the rolling hills. He 
told Macie that they would move there 
where he would be able to farm with a 
tractor and not just on the sides of the 
mountains with a horse and a turning 
plow, as he did in the mountains of North 
Carolina. After they both were baptized 
they knew that their means of survival 
had to change, and this took faith. Ivan 
went from growing tobacco for his main 
means of survival to milking 18 to 20 head 
of cattle and also driving a laundry truck. 
But Macie said they made do, and God 
blessed their efforts.

Macie’s sisters Madge and Ethel both 

had started coming to church services 
almost regularly, and they went to the 
Feast for the first time with Macie and 
her family. Macie had told them that they 
could do as they pleased—they could 
attend services or walk the beach since 
they were attending the Feast at Jekyll 
Island. Macie said that they both attend-
ed every service with her that Feast, and 
when they returned home, they pursued 
counseling. Soon, both were baptized.

I think it’s fair to say that Macie and her 
family fought the good fight, and they 
continue to do so. Her husband and sis-
ters have passed away now, but she and 
her son Darrel come each week and do 
their part to encourage to serve in what-
ever way they can. We are all humbled 
when we see Macie week in and week out, 
99 years old and still serving.

Macie is a fine person, a fine wife and 
mother, but she is first a fine Christian.

Continued from previous page

Macie May Turns 99

http://www.ucgyouthcorps.org/projects/application.php
http://www.ucgyouthcorps.org/projects/application.php
mailto:Lena_VanAusdle@ucg.org
mailto:Lena_VanAusdle@ucg.org
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The Good Son

By Milan Bizic

Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son is one 
of His best known. It’s a story of hope for 
anyone who’s faced up to who they are 
and how they fall short in front of God. It’s 
a story of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
If you’ve read it, it’s hard to forget about 
the prodigal son’s journey from rock bot-
tom to begging his father’s forgiveness, 
and it’s hard to forget the beautiful image 
of the father running to embrace his long 
lost son.

But there’s a third character in that sto-
ry. He doesn’t get a whole lot of press. He 
doesn’t play a big role, and in what we see 
of him, he doesn’t come across that well.

When the father put on a big family 
banquet to celebrate his son’s return, his 
other son, “the good son,” saw the party 
from out in the field where he was work-
ing. When he heard what was going on, 
he wasn’t happy.

“The older brother was angry and 
wouldn’t go in [to the party]. His father 
came out and begged him, but he replied, 
‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and 
never once refused to do a single thing 
you told me to. And in all that time you 
never gave me even one young goat for a 
feast with my friends. Yet when this son 
of yours comes back after squandering 
your money on prostitutes, you celebrate 
by killing the fattened calf!’” (Luke 15:28-
30, New Living Translation).

The good son was dealing with a lot of 
resentment and probably a lot of pent-up 
and unsaid emotions about his brother’s 

choice to leave the family. Knowing his 
brother was off wasting his inheritance 
and ruining the family name hurt him a 
lot. And when his brother finally came 
home, he wasn’t going to give him the 
benefit of the doubt.

Have you ever felt like you were 
betrayed? Or that you were “done” with 
someone who kept hurting you, or your 
family, or the Church, or themselves? 
How did you respond? The fact is, what 
someone else does is out of your control. 
What you can control is your attitude and 
your response.

Since the good son never gets any 
conclusion to his story, it’s left up to our 
imagination. Here’s how I see it: The good 
son had a choice and could have gone one 
of two ways. He could have gone the way 
of Cain, or he could have gone the way 
of Esau. One choice, two very different 
outcomes. And when it comes to how we 
deal with similar situations in our lives, 
we have those same two choices.

Cain was angry at his brother Abel 
because of jealousy and resentment. God 
told him that his feelings were going to 
take him down a dark path if he didn’t 
improve his attitude and choose wisely: 
“You will be accepted if you do what is 
right. But if you refuse to do what is right, 
then watch out! Sin is crouching at the 
door, eager to control you. But you must 
subdue it and be its master” (Genesis 
4:7, NLT). Cain had the same choice to 
make as the good son. We all know what 
he chose, and the world hasn’t been the 
same since.

There’s another set of brothers in the 
book of Genesis, and like Cain and Abel 
and the good and prodigal sons, they had 
some issues. Esau was so furious at Jacob 
for tricking him out of their father’s bless-

ing that he threatened to kill him. Jacob 
obviously realized he wasn’t kidding and 
got as far away from Esau as he could as 
quickly as he could.

Esau was left with no birthright and no 
blessing. All he had left was his hatred and 
resentment of his brother. Again we’ve 
got someone who had a choice. With the 
same choice, Cain let his pain and resent-
ment take control, and he let it transform 
him into a murderer. Years after Jacob ran 
away, the fateful day finally arrived. Esau 
and his family were on their way to meet 
up with Jacob and his family.

Jacob was afraid, and rightfully so. He 
knew Esau had been so angry he wanted 
to kill him. So when the moment finally 
came, and the two brothers finally met 
again, Jacob must have been overwhelmed 
to find a very different Esau greeting him. 
“Jacob went on ahead. As he approached 
his brother, he bowed to the ground seven 

times before him. Then Esau ran to meet 
him and embraced him, threw his arms 
around his neck, and kissed him. And 
they both wept” (Genesis 33:3-4, NLT).

In the years between their falling out 
and reunion, Esau became a different 
person. Pain, hate and resentment were 
there, but instead of giving into them, he 
allowed himself to forgive. Cain’s resent-
ment turned him into a murderer. Esau’s 
example of forgiveness left us with the 
hope that our own broken relationships 
can be fixed if we don’t give into hatred 
and resentment.

The good son’s story didn’t really have 
an ending. When I imagine it, though, I 
like to think that he chose to be like Esau 
rather than Cain. I also hope that, when 
our time comes to deal with our own 
broken relationships and our own resent-
ments, you and I choose to be like Esau 
as well. UN

Dealing With Hurt and Resentment
n When someone hurts us, 
do we choose to give in to 
resentment like Cain, or do we 
choose to forgive like Esau?

Have you felt like you were betrayed? How do you respond to those who hurt us? Do we forgive and 
show love to them? When you forgive those who hurt you, it's possible to move on and not hold on to 
the grudge.

reveal even this to you. Nevertheless, to 
the degree that we have already attained, 
let us walk by the same rule, let us be of 
the same mind" (Philippines 3:12-16, 
emphasis added). The entire book of 
Philippians is a forward, not backward, 
message of optimism and hope for all 
Christians of all time.

When we were committed to becom-

ing a Christian, we knew that we would 
occasionally take on and have to manage 
a “cross,” which can be setbacks, disap-
pointments and trials. That is part of the 
contract we made with God. To those 
who were eager to become Christ’s fol-
lowers, Jesus emphatically stated, “And 
whoever does not bear his cross and 
come after Me cannot be My disciple” 
(Luke 14:27).

We can spend endless hours recount-
ing the wrongs of others. However, we 
must not come to the point where the 

power and beauty of Christ’s calling and 
the joy of the Holy Spirit working in us 
is corroded. That could bring about our 
destruction and sink us into anger and 
sarcasm, as does happen with some.

Feeling sorry for ourselves keeps us 
from being productive and encouraging 
to others. If those coming to discover the 
same joys of salvation as see a tarnished 
spirit, why would they have reason to 
join with us in fellowship?

In several places in the book of Acts 
Christianity is described as “the Way” 

(Acts 9:2; 18:25-26; 19:9, 23 etc.). It is a 
way of life; a way of thinking. Our Chris-
tian journey consists of good mental and 
spiritual habits that bring well-being, 
success and health. Conversely, bad 
habits will drag you down, and we can’t 
afford them!

Let’s move on. Christ is fully aware of 
all that’s going on in our lives, in our fel-
lowship and in the world at large. He has 
it all in control. He wants you to have 
faith in Him to fulfil the promises that’s 
he’s made to us and to His Church. UN

Moving On!
Continued from page 3
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Father” (Matthew 13:43).
While carefully obeying God’s instruc-

tions sounds straightforward, true doc-
trine is difficult for man to accept and to 
observe. Several Gospel accounts record 
the hearers of Jesus’ doctrine reacting to 
it with recoil. That should help us recog-

nize a human tendency to want to adjust 
or change doctrine to align it more with 
our carnal tendencies. In fact, on one level 
the Bible is a record of God giving instruc-
tion and man altering or rejecting it.

The New Covenant is about doing 
exactly as Jesus taught. Observing all 
things that Christ commanded was the 
aim of His commission to the Church and 
should be our goal for the preaching of 
the gospel (Matthew 28:20). Those who 
follow God’s instruction are His sons and 

daughters in an intimate relationship. “If 
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 
and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our home with 
him” (John 14:23).

How can we know which doctrines are 
God’s and which are of men? Scripture 
was not written by, nor is it explained 
by individual humans (2 Peter 1:21). 
Christ inspires true doctrine to be taught 
through His ministry, which He Himself 
appoints. This is done in part to keep His 

Body from being “tossed to and fro and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine” 
(Ephesians 4:11-15).

Christ’s ministry must diligently study 
God’s Word in order to teach and encour-
age all He commands. Our booklet, Fun-
damental Beliefs of the United Church of 
God explains why we believe and observe 
the things we do. These form the funda-
mental foundation of the United Church 

Doctrine and You
Continued from page 3

worse by an attitude of partisan spirit, 
demonstrated that they did not "discern" 
(or understand or appreciate fully) the 
Lord's body.

The major problem in the Corinthian 
congregation is that it became divided. 
Groups of individuals would line up 
behind a leader of their own choosing (1 
Corinthians 1:10-12). Rather than judg-
ing or examining themselves, they spent 
their time judging others in their own 
congregation. They were demeaning oth-
ers in the congregation and their conduct 
at the Lord's Passover highlighted their 
violation of the lesson and meaning of 
Passover.

It was the time of the Passover, and 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread—festivals 
that were observed by the Church Christ 
founded. The Church understood clear-
ly that the Feasts of the Lord were to be 
observed by the disciples of Christ. They 
resisted pagan observances and customs 
that would tend to later creep into the 
Christian faith.

Unleavened Bread Symbolizes 
Putting Sin Out

In addressing yet another problem in the 
Corinthian congregation, Paul referred to 
the observance of the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread. There was sexual immorality and 
excessive drinking among members of 
the congregation. There apparently was 
little done to remedy these sins. When 
Paul corrects the congregation for their 
permissive approach toward the new way 
of life in Christ, he refers to the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread. "Therefore purge out 
the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened. For 
indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacri-
ficed for us, Therefore let us keep the feast, 
not with old leaven, nor with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" 
(1 Corinthians 5:1, 7-8).

The observance of God's Feast had spe-
cial meaning. Here Paul succinctly gives 
a very deep meaning to the observance 

of the Passover and Unleavened Bread. 
Because Christ was sacrificed for us, we 
should go on to become a new lump with-
out the leaven of sin of our former ways. 
The old ways of this world such as malice 
and wickedness were symbolized by leav-
en. Now since Christ died for us, freeing 
us from past sin, let us go on to live a new 
life in Christ.

Does this observance have this pro-
found impact in our lives? Do we focus 
on becoming a new man through Christ 
living in us? Do we strive to put sin out of 
our lives? Is there a strong desire for sin-
cerity and truth? Christ declared, "Your 
word is truth" (John 17:17). Are we able 
to sincerely examine ourselves against the 
pure motives of love that was so obvious 
in the life of Jesus Christ?

The observances of these festivals tell 
us that real permanent change is possible! 
Jesus Christ expects a transformation in 
our lives.

Change From What to What?
Paul again remarks of many in the 

Corinthian congregation: "Ffor you are 
still carnal. For where there are envy, 
strife, and division among you, are you 
not carnal and behaving like mere men?" 
(1 Corinthians 3:3). The natural behav-
ior of humans, which results in envy and 
strife among ourselves, tends to become 
dominant in some situations where one's 
own self-interest and importance is at 
stake. The Bible calls this carnal, of the 
flesh. It is a standard response of humans 
when our self-interests are threatened.

You and I were born in this world and we 
are influenced by an intensely selfish spir-
it that pervades most of human behavior. 
We acquire at a very early age these urges 
to promote the self without regard for the 
best interests of others. "Where do wars 
and fights come from among you? Do 
they not come from your desires for plea-
sure that war in your members? You lust 
and do not have, you murder and covet 
and cannot obtain. You fight and war…" 
(James 4:1-2). James describes the appall-
ing condition of this world. The results of 
war and violence between nations, tribes, 
families or individuals can be traced back 
to the inability of the individual to suc-
cessfully curb the human desires to gratify 

the desires of the flesh.
It is our human nature that must change. 

Jesus Christ overcame the world (John 
16:33) and He expects all those whom 
He has called in this age to also overcome 
the world (Revelation 2:26, 3:21). Christ 
wants to use us and will depend on those 
whom God has called to acquire and 
commit permanently to the very mind of 
Christ. Our lives must change from the 
carnal human tendencies that so easily 
reverts to anger, strife and violence. We 
must in turn acquire the more deliberate 
and controlled behavior characterized by 
love, patience and humility. He has made 
it possible for us to transform our lives 
through His power and mind abiding 
within us.

Conformed to the Image of Christ
God has a purpose He is working out 

here on this earth amidst the ever dete-
riorating condition of humankind. "And 
we know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who 
are the called according to His purpose. 
For whom He foreknew, He also predes-
tined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren" (Romans 8:28-29).

God's purpose clearly stated is that we 
are "to be conformed to the image of His 
Son"—to be a representation of Him. 
The entire creation is waiting on this 
most important work to be completed 
(verse 19). The world tomorrow will only 
include those whom the Father has called 
and chosen and who have developed the 
mind of Christ as a permanent feature of 
their character.

It is in the Feasts of God that the plan of 
God, to first bring salvation to a few and 
then later to the whole world, is revealed. 
One must observe the feasts clearly with this 
in mind and should prepare for the obser-
vances of these festivals with self-examina-

tion—not an examination of others!

Unleavened Bread Means Becoming 
a New Person

When eating unleavened bread for a 
period of seven days as God commands, 
you are demonstrating that you are pre-
pared to live by the very Word of God. 
You are saying that you will do your part 
to place the Word of God within you—in 
your mind and heart, and live by the pure 
Word of God. There is the saying, "You 
are what you eat." So too, if we feed on the 
values expressed by this world through 
the print media, television or movies, 
we will tend to conform to those values. 
Paul emphatically says, "Do not be con-
formed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind" (Romans 
12:2). One of the big lessons of the Days of 
Unleavened Bread is that we must put the 
Word of God within us and in sincerity 
and truth examine ourselves against the 
Word of God.

We know that Jesus Christ is the Word 
of God. This same symbolism is also pic-
tured in the Passover service. The piece of 
unleavened bread we eat at Passover rep-
resents the broken body of Jesus Christ. 
When we eat this piece of bread we are 
saying that we are prepared to have Christ 
Himself live within us. Christ lives in us 
through the Holy Spirit which He sent 
when He ascended to heaven after His 
death and resurrection from the dead. 
When Christ lives in you at your request, 
He can give to you the attributes of God 
Himself. You can become a new person 
through the very mind of God residing 
within you.

Our observance of the Passover and 
Unleavened Bread represents our com-
mitment to seeking the very life and 
mind of Jesus Christ to live within us, and 
also our commitment to actively seek His 
mind and ways in His very word.

Passover and Unleavened Bread mean 
change for the individual. It means no less 
than a deep, continuing and permanent 
change. It is only through Jesus Christ that 
we can truly change our lives. Will this 
Passover and Unleavened Bread have the 
impact on your life that God intended? UN

Article originally published in the United 
News in the March 1999 issue. 

Passover
Continued from page 1

Please see next page

The observances of these 
festivals tell us that real 
permanent change is possible! 
Jesus Christ expects a 
transformation in our lives.
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Please, Don’t Shake My Hand!
by Lorelei Nettles

Here at church, we do a lot of hand 
shaking and hugging. While that’s usually 
a very warm and friendly gesture, there 
are times when it is not all that welcome. 
Let’s look at how we greet others and some 
considerations to make when we do.

It’s often believed that a firm handshake 
shows strength and confidence. This can 
be especially true among men, but even 
women generally don’t like a wimpy 
handshake. While this may be true, it is 
important to know a few things about the 
people we are hugging and shaking hands 
with. What condition are they in? Have 
they been ill? Have they missed a lot of 
church lately? Have you noticed a slight 
pulling away or subtle cringe after a hand-
shake or hug? That person might just have 
issues you are not aware of.

As some might know, I have rheuma-
toid arthritis, and some days are better 
than others for me. While hugging has 
not been an issue for me, when someone 
shakes my hand it can cause pain that feels 
as if someone was stabbing a nail through 
my wrist. The first time it happened I 
almost burst into tears. The thing is, from 
day-to-day, I don’t know how much pain 
I will be in.

Because this pain is pretty new to me, 
when someone reaches out to shake my 
hand I often automatically respond in 
kind out of habit. I tried asking for gentle 
handshakes in the beginning, but it made 

others feel too self-conscious. Reaching 
out has been something I have had to 
conscientiously stop doing. I sometimes 
cradle one wrist in the other, or offer my 
opposite hand like I’m the queen or some-
thing, but sometimes that hand hurts too.

I remember a woman back in Missouri 
who had fibromyalgia. She had to stop 
coming to church due to her ultra sensi-
tivity to touch. One day, I asked to hug 
her. Had I not asked and simply reached 
out and grabbed her, I could have com-
pletely ruined her day.

Even a friendly slap on the back, grab-
bing of the arm, or an arm slung over or 
around someone’s waist or shoulders can 
sometimes be a problem.

I am a person who likes having physi-
cal contact, so when people found out 
they couldn’t shake my hand, they also 
assumed they couldn’t hug me. I am cur-
rently trying to correct that fallacy. My 
point is people are dealing with many 
things, and we need to be cognizant of 
that in our daily dealings with others. I 
know it’s not always easy to change. I still 
have to think twice before I just reach out 
for someone because it is so ingrained 
to greet people we know in one way or 
another.

I’d like to offer five points that might 
save people like me a lot of pain and peo-
ple like all of us a bit of embarrassment 
or regret.

1) Assume nothing about others. Be the 

first to reach out your hand, but don’t be 
offended if it is not reciprocated. Some 
people are too embarrassed to say any-
thing.

2) If your handshake is accepted, feel 
free to take a decent grip, but don’t squeeze 
the hand like it’s a lemon, or shake it vig-
orously like you’re using a hammer or 
pumping water.

3) When in doubt, ask. Something like, 
“Is it okay to hug you?” would work quite 
nicely.

4) Hugs are great, but people often 
don’t like to be lifted off of their feet or 
squeezed until they can’t breathe. A hug 
is supposed to be warm and friendly, not 
a fight for life.

5) Things can change on a daily basis 

for people, so just because it’s okay one 
day doesn’t mean it is the next. If you 
think there might be an issue, be gentle.

Obviously, if you know someone well, 
these things may not apply, but some-
times people’s circumstances change. If 
you’re aware someone has just been ill, 
had surgery, or some other happenstance, 
make it a point to check with him or her.

As I stated, people are sometimes 
embarrassed and will not tell you if you 
have handled them roughly or if they had 
some other issue due to your embrace 
or handshake; they don’t want to make 
you feel uncomfortable. Just remember 
the five things I mentioned, and don’t be 
offended if someone says, “Please don’t 
shake my hand.” UN

You don’t know what people are going through. Remember to ask to shake their hand before just 
reaching out and grabbing it. 

of God, an International Association, as 
written in our corporate charter, the Con-
stitution.

God’s complete doctrinal teachings 
are not limited to just those 20 funda-
mental beliefs. Like branches and stems 
attached to the trunk of a tree, the instruc-
tions in God’s Word extend to all facets 
of our lives. Doctrine must be of God to 
accomplish its intended purpose: “Now 
the purpose of the commandment is love 
[agape] from a pure heart, from a good 
conscience, and from sincere faith…” (1 
Timothy 1:5).

Understanding God’s purpose for doc-
trine is crucial, lest somehow one con-
clude that it is the rules/laws themselves 
that have ultimate importance. When one 
elevates the law of rules above love of the 
law, he or she has embarked on a different 
course, as Paul continued: “…from which 
some, having strayed, have turned aside to 
idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, 
understanding neither what they say nor 
the things which they affirm” (1Timothy 
1:6-7). We are called to develop the mind-

set of God, and His doctrinal instruction 
helps to steer us in doing so. Boiled down 
to one thing, we are to have godly love for 
all.

What should you do if you hold a con-
scientious belief that differs from what the 
Church teaches? You need to pause and 
seriously consider that position. First, 
ask, “What does God, His Church and His 
ministry teach?” Next, “Why do I hold a 
different view than theirs?” Thirdly, con-
sult with them.

Scripture warns us that there are min-
isters teaching other doctrines and mem-
bers itching to hear them. There is a ten-
dency to heap up teachers that espouse 
other instruction. “For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doc-
trine, but according to their own desires, 
because they have itching ears, they will 
heap up for themselves teachers and they 
will turn their ears away from the truth, 
and be turned aside to fables” (2 Timothy 
4:3-4).

A heap of teachers is available right 
now on the Internet. Their teachings 
are seductive to a self-directed mindset. 
Logical reasoning is served one-sided, 
with compelling details that human logic 
easily processes. More cherry picking of 

ideas from various teachers causes one’s 
doctrinal position to become unique. 
The result is too often a person isolated 
from the assemblies and authorities that 
God has established. One of Christ’s last 
statements to the Church warned against 
obtaining spiritual nourishment from 
sources other than Himself. “I counsel of 
you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire 
[indicating purity] that you may be rich; 
and white garments [righteousness] that 
you may be clothed” (Revelation 3:18).

It has been nearly 2,000 years since the 
New Testament Scripture was canon-
ized and the entire Bible completed. The 
original books were written in ancient 
languages that are foreign to us today. It 
is the Church’s desire and duty to care-
fully observe everything He commanded. 
Occasionally, suggestions are made to the 
Council of Elders in hopes of clarifying 
or adjusting a belief or practice to better 
align with a biblical teaching. The Coun-
cil and its Doctrine Committee take such 
suggestions seriously. Through prayer, 
careful research and consideration we 
consider such input, which sometimes 
results in study papers that provide con-
clusions from the Council’s research. You 
can view these study papers online at 

www.ucg.org/members/study-papers.
We remain open to receiving input 

about the Church’s doctrinal and pro-
phetic understanding. An established and 
effective process invites the ministry and 
members to submit written doctrinal or 
prophetic material concerning Church 
beliefs. The article, “Process for Submit-
ting Doctrinal and Prophecy Papers,” 
explains the process, which begins with 
submitting written material to your pas-
tor. (Copies are available from any elder.) 
Any alteration of our beliefs is protected 
by a process described in our Constitu-
tion and Bylaws. Alteration of a doctrine 
would require the support of 75 percent 
of the ministry.

The United Church of God endeavors 
to teach and promote adherence to the 
doctrines that our Father spoke through 
His Son to the apostles, who in turn elab-
orated them in Scripture. In the spirit of 
Christ's teaching we are careful not to 
add to them, nor to subtract anything 
from them (Revelation 22:18-19). Yet we 
remain attentive to God with a willingness 
to better understand and apply exactly 
that which He commands of us. UN

John Elliott is currently the chairman of 
the Doctrine Committee

Doctrine and You
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What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

Title Host Literature Airing 
Period

The End of 
Atheism

Darris 
McNeely

Who is the 
Antichrist? Mar. 6–12

Is the Bible True? Darris 
McNeely

Is the Bible 
True? Mar. 13–19

The Biblical 
Alternative to 
Easter

Gary Petty

God’s Holy Day 
Plan: The 
Promise of 
Hope for all 
mankind

Mar. 20–26

Benefits of the 
Sabbath

Steve 
Myers

Sunset to 
Sunset: God’s 
Sabbath Rest

Mar. 27–April 2

Television Airing Schedule

calendar of events

Mar. 26: Southwest Regional Formal, Nashville, Tennessee 

April 2-3: Midwest Teen Prom, Columbus, Ohio

April 10: America: The Time Is Now, Columbus, Ohio 

April 22: Passover

April 23-29: Feast of Unleavened Bread

May 14-16: Annual Meeting of the General Conference of Elders, Cincinnati, Ohio

May 17-19: Council Meetings, Cincinnati, Ohio

May 20-22: Spokane Women's Enrichment Weekend, Washington

Combined Good Works and Youth Corps Project in Chile
by Shana Heslin

In July 2015, I was privileged to take part in a 
United Youth Corps and Good Works collabora-
tive project in Chile. The program was intended 
to inspire young people in Chile and bridge the 
distance between international congregations. 
The project was coordinated by Lewis and Lena 
VanAusdle from the U.S. and Jaime Gallardo and 
Jaime Diaz from Chile. Also participating were 
international volunteers who collaborated with 
the Chilean youth to organize and deliver the pro-
gram. These internationals were Linda Merrick 
and Steve Orosz from the U.S. and myself, Shana 
Heslin, from Australia.

United Church of God has two congregations in 
Chile. The largest is located in Santiago, the capital 
city, and is pastored by Mr. Gallardo. This congre-
gation has been blessed with an excellent venue, 
which was once a shoe factory. It contains a large 
hall used for services and events, and office spaces. 
The complex is ideal in many ways, and the con-
gregation recognizes it as a tremendous blessing.

The other congregation is in Temuco, in the 
south of Chile. This is now pastored by Mr. Diaz, 
and consists of about 18 members. The church 
meets in a hotel function room, which is usually 
more than adequate in size, and still manageable 
with an inundation of visitors.

Our project began in Santiago. There, we met 
the young people who were already based in 
the area, as well as those who had travelled up 
expressly from Temuco. During the first week, 

we engaged in activities with the 
young people, getting to know 
them and having fun. Midway 
through this first week, we took 
the eight-hour road trip from San-
tiago to rainy Temuco. Our party 
included all coordinators, volun-
teers, and young people from San-
tiago involved in the project.

We stayed in Temuco, with the 
immediate task of building an 
insulated ceiling for a Church 
family’s farmhouse, located out-
side the city. Volunteer Steve Oro-
sz, who is in construction by trade, 
managed this part of the project. 
We were all gathered together in the farmhouse 
over a few days, each participating as we were able, 
which included peripheral roles like entertaining 
little children. We enjoyed traditional rainy day 
treats of fried bread—sopaipillas—and mulled 
wine. The builders worked hard and finished the 
construction on time. While in Temuco, we met 
the congregation and were welcomed into mem-
bers’ homes. After completing our work on the 
farmhouse, we returned to Santiago for the final 
stage of the project.

In the capital once more, we resumed our work 
with the young people. This time, the Church had 
undertaken promotional work to welcome youth 
from outside the Church, and the focus shifted 
from introductions to building leadership. One 

Participants of the United Youth Corps project and members of the United Church of God in Temuco, 
Chile, of July 2015. 

See more photos of the project in Chile on the United Church of God Flickr site.

https://flic.kr/s/aHskuQegxF
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girl from outside the Church responded to promotions, and joined us 
for the remaining days. We engaged in a variety of different activities 
together, which were broken up by breaks for tea and completos (hot-
dogs with everything).

The project was a huge success. It brought an exciting change for 
the Church in Chile, where the Church is working hard to build an 
engaged new generation. It put Chile on the map for outsiders. Dedi-
cation from bilingual speakers of English and Spanish helped to keep 
us all on the same page and able to collaborate in the face of varying 
linguistic competencies. We built strong connections transcending the 
cultural, linguistic and geographic boundaries that are inevitably pres-
ent in a Church family that spans accross the earth. Our brothers and 
sisters in Chile opened their doors and welcomed us into their homes. 
We were privileged to experience an authentic insight into a loving and 
inclusive culture.

By running these programs, our Church is embarking on a cru-
cial mission to become united across the earth. These projects open 
eyes and hearts to further strengthen our international family. When 
we send a volunteer from one country to another, their path leaves a 
bridge and opens new doors for both communities. More and more 
young people are inspired each time, and realize that they can also 
make a difference. May our Church continue supporting and partici-
pating in these projects, transcending the barriers, and seeking to heal 
the gaps, until all God’s people are one day truly united. UN

United Youth Corps is currently seeking volunteers for this year’s proj-
ect in Chile. Please see page 8 for more details. 


