
■ The 81.5-acre parcel north 
of Denton considered a “very 
good value” at $1.6 million. 
Closing likely in early 
January. Further discussions 
of development plans set for 
December Council meetings.
by Clyde Kilough

We have been working for several 
months on finding suitable land, and the 
process gradually narrowed from several 

good options to one that is very suitable 
for filling our short-term needs, and also 
offering flexibility for yet unforeseen 
long-term options.

Here are the details:
• Property: 81.5 acres.
• Location: South side of FM 3163 

(Milam Road), just east of Milam Ridge 
Road, Denton, Texas, one-half mile east 
of Interstate 35 (visible from the free-
way), approximately 3 miles north of 
loop 288 and 7.5 miles from downtown 
Denton.

• Cost: $1,599,784, or $19,610 per 
acre.

• Appraised value: $1,710,000.
• Description: The property is out-

side of the Denton city limits (which 
simplifies the development process 
somewhat), with vacant land to the 
north, east and south, and a small 
subdivision adjoining to the west. 
The property is gently sloping to the 
south.

Very Good Value
We consider this to be a very good 

value, not only for the specific site 
and price but for the surrounding 
area and future potential. It is, by the 

way, 15 more acres, for $100,000 
less, than the Kings Row acreage we 
originally considered. 

The future growth in the Denton 
area is moving in this direction, 
with four major commercial/resi-
dential developments all planned 
for the north and west sides of town, 
including a 2,000-acre project 
between Loop 288 and the Milam 
Road property. 

Already under construction is a 
major, 412-acre mixed-use com-

Council Approves Purchase of Texas Property

Regional Pastors Hold Annual Meeting

by Ken Giese

Ten regional pastors from across the United States trav-
eled to Cincinnati, Ohio, for the annual Regional Pastors’ 
Conference held at the home office Nov. 5 to 7. 

President Clyde Kilough opened the conference 
with a presentation focused on visionary leadership, 
mentioning the example of Herbert Armstrong and the 
compelling vision he had for the work of the Church.  
He reminded us that we are all still benefiting from the 
“capital” Mr. Armstrong built up over the years and 

that it may be time for us to invest in the future.
Next, Jim Franks, Ministerial Services operation 

manager, guided us through some interesting statistics 
on the full-time ministry, projecting 10 years into the 
future (2017) and illustrating where we might find our-
selves if, on average, our pastors chose to retire at age 
70. We were startled to learn that we may have as many 
as 46 pastors retiring over the next 10 years! As Mr. 
Franks continued to present statistics on the number of 

Jim Franks and Clyde Kilough address U.S. regional pastors (photo by Michelle de Campos)
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Media Planning: 
Accelerating 
Through the 
“Greatest Door”
■ God has opened many 
doors for preaching the 
gospel over the years. The 
Internet may be the greatest 
door in history.
by Larry Salyer

On the one hand our world 
seems on the verge of collapsing 
in on itself. And surely that time 
will come! Christ Himself said, 
“And except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved [alive]” (Matthew 24: 
22, King James Version through-
out). 

On the other hand, the same 
advances in technology and knowl-
edge of material things that will 

“The new page looks awesome. You 
guys (and gals) are at the top of your 
game! Thanks for all you do for the breth-
ren!” A member in Columbia, Maryland, 
sent this comment after checking out the 
new members.ucg.org Web site.

So far there have been over 7,000 visi-
tors (as of Nov. 28) to the members’ Web 
site since it went live Nov. 1. The first four 
About Our Father’s Business videos have 
been viewed over 8,500 times. 

“We are receiving many positive 
comments on providing this central 
resource for Church members,” said 
Internet managing editor Aaron Booth. 
“We are continually adding new mate-
rial to the Web site to help it be a valu-
able resource for Church members. 
Please check this Web site every week 
for new videos and updates!”

Each week, President Clyde Kilo-

ugh creates a new video for the 
update titled About Our Father’s 
Business. These updates run 
about 15 minutes, and include 
news, interviews and support-
ing graphics like 3-D maps of 
the U.S. ministerial regions and 
a virtual tour of the Wind River 
wilderness in Wyoming, site of a 
new Challenger II expedition.

Members who do not have 
high-speed access can download a dial-
up version of the video, or listen to the 
audio version. 

Recent editions have included inter-
views with Larry Greider, Paul Luecke 
and James Capo regarding camps, Larry 
Salyer regarding media plans and Jim 
Franks regarding ministerial conferences. 

The first week of December the staff 
will tape interviews with the senior pas-

tors for several international areas and post 
them as soon as practical. “You will always 
find something current and exciting on 
members.ucg.org as we join together to 
be about our Father’s business,” said Larry 
Salyer, Media and Communications Ser-
vices operation manager.  UN

See “Media,” page 4
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News
At a Glance

Challenger II 
Attendees Selected

The following 14 individuals have been 
selected to participate in the Challenger II 
Rock Climbing Program in Southern Ari-
zona this December:

Tiffany Bullard, Joe Gatlin, Jonathan 
Magee, Mark Mirigian, Shaney and 
Stephanie Mullen, Jason Nitzberg, Tyler 
Smith, Melody Schmidt, Leslie Schwartz, 
Elainea Spivey, Jui Jin Yong, Stephanie 
Zajac and Zachary Zimmerman.

Challenger II focuses on mentoring 
young adults of the Church in spiritual 
growth, insight and leadership in an adven-
ture-based setting. The Challenger II Rock 
Climbing Program is being held Dec. 23 
to 30 on Mt. Lemmon, in the Coronado 
National Forest outside Tucson, Arizona.

James Capo

Education Advisory 
Task Force Meets

The EATF met in Houston, Texas, 
Nov. 16 to 18 to discuss assessments and 
outcomes. Five areas of education were 
specifically discussed: teen youth camps 
assessments, women’s education survey, 
preteen camp outcomes, marriage seminar 
outcomes and race relations outcomes. 

David Myers, preteen camp coordina-
tor, Mr. and Mrs. Ken Giese, marriage 
seminar coordinator and Todd Carey, 
Race Relations Committee chairman, 
were invited to the meetings to share the 
history of the programs and to discuss 
outcomes with the EATF.

Church pastors will soon receive a sur-
vey from Ministerial Services asking ques-
tions about women’s education issues.

A new camp survey, developed by Julie 
Zutz, Linda Register and Mary Clark, to 

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

New Members.ucg.org Site “Looks Awesome”

See “Regional Pastors,” page 15

Map showing U.S. regional pastors, 
from the Nov. 22 About Our Father’s 
Business (map by Clint Porter)

See “Texas Property,” page 15
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help assess outcomes and effectiveness of 
our camp programs will be implemented 
for our teen camps beginning with our 
Winter Camp in Wisconsin this month.

We also plan to begin marriage semi-
nars in the U.S. regions next year.

We are also now ready to begin 
Focused Education seminars in various 
cities in the United States and Canada. 
Due to an extremely busy calendar, in 
addition to budgetary considerations, we 
are tentatively planning to schedule two 
or three seminars a year.

David Register

ABC Deadline Dec. 15
We have now accepted 34 students for 

2008. We still have a few applications to 
review, and we are expecting a class of 40 
or so this coming year. Classes begin on 
Jan. 7, 2008. The application deadline for 
the 2008 class is Dec. 15.

David Register

Pastoral Training 
Classes to Begin 
in January

Jim Franks, Ministerial Services opera-
tion manager, announced that “in January 
we will begin the next round of pastoral 
training classes. This is a six-week pro-
gram for the training and development 
of the pastoral ministry. We have invited 
18 men and their wives to attend this pro-
gram, with six from outside the United 
States” (Ministerial Services Newsletter 
and Journal, Oct. 25, 2007).

U.S. Holy Day 
Offerings Reported

Below is the reported U.S. Holy Day 
offering information  and does not include 
what was mailed in by those who could not 
attend or who attended international sites.

Feast of Trumpets:
Attendance: 12,671
Reported offering: $762,633.65. (The 

actual should be around $790,000 when 
all offerings mailed in by individuals are 
processed.)

This represents a 0.8 percent decrease 
in attendance and a 2.6 percent increase 
in the offering compared to the reported 
figures for the Feast of Trumpets 2006.

Day of Atonement:
Attendance: 12,881
Reported offering: $735,455.28 (the 

actual may reach around $760,000).
This represents a 1.7 percent increase 

in attendance and a 0.9 percent decrease 
in the offering compared to the reported 
figures for the Day of Atonement 2006.

Feast of Tabernacles:
Attendance: 11,347

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

EAST AFRICA (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda): United Church 
of God–East Africa, P.O. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200 Kenya. 
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Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 2265, Somolu, Lagos, 
Nigeria. Phone: 01-8113644. E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 224-4444 Cell/
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SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 3535. 111 74, 
Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and 
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa, 
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Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694.

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box 
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TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 2617, 
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ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076,  
Kitwe, Zambia. Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: zambia@
ucg.org
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Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general 
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address 
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site, 
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site, 
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site, 
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern 
Africa Web site. 
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Profile: Saul Langarica, Serving Latin America’s “Southern Cone”
Saul Langarica, currently pastor 

of the congregations in Chile, Argen-
tina, Bolivia, Brazil and Uruguay, was 
born in 1957 in a small town in the 
western part of Mexico. “During all 
of my childhood my family was living 
in a very difficult economic situation 
in part because we were a large fam-
ily—seven brothers and four sisters,” 
Saul said. His father was the only one 
in the family who was earning a steady 
income, but Saul and his brothers used 
to work in the fields during their school 
vacations.

His grandfather’s brother used to read 
the Bible. Since that relative had a big 
influence on Saul’s father, most of the chil-
dren received a biblical name. “I believe 
that was the first step of our calling to the 
truth of God,” Saul said.

Regardless of their very difficult eco-
nomic situation, Saul’s father used to 
encourage and even press his children to 
go to school. In order to give them that for-
mal education, he worked all of the time. 
In his “free” time he used to cut hair for 
neighbors and friends in the small commu-
nity. “My brothers and sisters all received 

the opportunity to attend school as long as 
we wanted to study. That way I was able to 
attend even the university with the uncon-
ditional support of my parents. 

“I would say my father shaped me 
the most in my childhood and youth. He 
taught us the tenacity necessary to go 
through trials and difficult situations in 
general. He always said we needed not to 
be afraid of the world. He used to say the 
world was for those who worked hard for 
something right.”

Finding Truth
In 1969 Saul’s oldest brother saw an 

advertisement in Reader’s Digest for The 
Plain Truth magazine. From then on Saul 
began to notice positive changes in the per-
sonality of his bother. “I admired him a lot 
for the changes he was making. 

“One evening he was reading The Plain 
Truth with a friend under the light of a 
candle. I realized that maybe that kind of 
reading was the cause of his changing, so 
I decided to spy where my brother would 
hide the magazine. My brother was very 
secretive in that regard.

“That was the way I began to read The 

Plain Truth, until one time I confessed to 
my brother that I was reading his maga-
zines. I then was able to get into that privi-
leged group of two who would get togeth-
er for for the ‘ritual’ of studying the truth 
of God.”

Little by little the group of students of 
The Plain Truth began to grow. Saul’s 
father joined the group. Then his brother 
Adan, who is now also a minister of the 
Church in Mexico, joined. Eventually the 
group was made of about 25 people, most 
of them relatives. The group began to keep 
the Sabbath. 

The first meeting they had with a minis-
ter of God’s Church lasted for many hours. 
The minister invited them to services in 
Guadalajara, Mexico, about 250 kilome-
ters (150 miles) away. They had very little 
money to travel. “However, I made the 
decision to travel every Sabbath, which I 
did through the help of my family, several 
brethren and the minister.”

In February of 1981 he met Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon Walker during Sabbath services 
in Guadalajara. They had just been named 
over the Spanish work by Pastor General 
Herbert Armstrong. “From then on, they 

have also marked my life very much. They 
have been my teachers, my helpers and my 
friends. All of these years of knowing them 
have been years of truth, of loyalty, of sin-
cerity and loving guidance. It has been a 
real blessing to work for them all of these 
years.”

In January of 1982 Saul went to work 
part time in the Mexican church office. At 
the same time he was studying English in 
order to apply to Ambassador College. He 
was accepted and traveled to Pasadena, 
California, in June of that year. Because of 

Saul Jr., Carmen, Saul and Susy 
Langarica

FORWARD! Thanksgiving in the Rearview Mirror
by Clyde Kilough

I know, I know, Thanksgiv-
ing was three or four weeks 
ago, and by the time you read 
this that American holiday is 
fading in the rearview mirror. 
Problem is, I have this deadline 
to meet for this column, and it’s 
two days before Thanksgiving 
and, well, it’s just on my mind!  

I also know that even if your 
nation doesn’t set aside a day for collective thankfulness, 
it’s just a good thing for all of us to think about. Often. 
Prayerfully. Personally, from the heart. And to express 
it—to God, and to each other.

You see, we have this command, straight from the Word: 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God” (Philippians 4:6). Sometimes that’s hard. 

Hard to remember and hard to do. But what a difference 
it makes! 

In fact, the next verse promises the result: “And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

Just the thought of that—the peace of God guarding 
one’s heart—is enough to make you feel better, to take 
comfort in whatever situation you’re in. But it depends on 
doing our part, making sure that we are thankful.

Recent research indicates that thankful mind-sets liter-
ally affect us. In a January 2001 article, Research News 
in Science and Theology posted results of a study where 
one test group kept “gratitude journals” listing things they 
were appreciative for and who they should thank, com-
pared with another group that did not. 

Guess what? The group focused on thankfulness “exer-
cised more regularly, reported fewer symptoms, felt bet-
ter about their lives as a whole and were more optimistic 
about the upcoming week.”

Now maybe this remains in the scientific category of 

theory, not yet fully quantified and proven; but in practi-
cal experience I think we would say this is the way life 
works!

The article also offered another interesting opinion, that 
gratitude serves three social functions:

“1. It is a moral barometer.” (Don’t we consider teach-
ing our children to be grateful an important part of their 
moral upbringing?)

“2. It is a moral motive that prompts people to behave 
themselves pro-socially.

“3. It is a moral reinforcer. When people put their grati-
tude into words or actions they increase the likelihood of 
further benevolent actions.”

It’s not too hard to see why “unthankful” is listed as one 
of the reasons why “in the last days perilous times will 
come” (2 Timothy 3:1-2).

For God’s people, Thanksgiving must be more than a 
holiday that disappears in the rearview mirror. Keep it in 
the forefront of your thinking—it is a critically important 
factor in our ability to keep moving forward!  UN

News
At a Glance

See “Profile,” page 4
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Southern Africa Holds Leadership Workshop

New Good Works 
Project Begun for 
Zambia 

A new Good Works Program project 
was added to the Web site on Oct. 16, 
2007. The description submitted by André 
van Belkum says:

“This year 302 people observed the 
Feast in Zambia at Nalubanda, a rural 
region to the southwest of the capital, 
Lusaka. Families lived in tents, which was 
an improvement from their previous tem-
porary dwellings constructed from poles 
with straw as walls. The roofs were also of 
straw, and if it rained, they and their posses-
sions got wet. As before there was still no 
electricity, running water or kitchen facili-
ties. Meals were prepared outside on log 
fires. Their only source of water was from a 
well recently dug in the village. Makeshift 
toilets and washing facilities were built for 
use during the Feast.

“This Good Works Program project is 
for the purpose of purchasing a tract of land 
closer to Lusaka and developing it into a 
Feast site and a location for youth and 
other church activities (family weekends, 
leadership workshops and so on). During 
the Feast members will continue to live in 
the tents on the property. Youths and staff 
attending the national youth camp will also 
be housed in tents.

“Once we have secured the land, we 
can in time construct a bore hole for water 
with an electric pump (we will then have 
access to electricity), a block of toilets and 
showers. Most of the construction will be 
done by our members, thereby saving on 
labor costs (members also make their own 
bricks).

“The main purpose is to enhance the 
standard of church facilities, especially the 
Feast, for our members. Even though we 
will not even remotely reach the standard 
and conditions the vast majority of mem-
bers worldwide enjoy, it will raise their 
level of enjoyment and appreciation just a 
little more from what it presently is.

“The cost of this project is $15,000.”
Details about how group fund-raisers 

can help with Good Works projects can be 
found at www.ucg.org/goodworks.

Vision TV in 
Canada Finds BT 
Statement About 
Islam Unacceptable

Susan Morris of Vision TV/The Chris-
tian Channel advised the Church Nov. 14 
that “the following statement: ‘A funda-
mental aspect of Islamic teaching is that 
Islam must become the dominant religion 
of the entire world’ is unacceptable for 
broadcast because it does not accurately 
reflect the moderate segment in Islam 

which desires to live in peace with other 
faith groups, but reflects only the view-
point of radical fundamentalist elements 
in Islam. This would constitute a violation 
of our Code of Ethics, Standards and Prac-
tices,” she said.

Since the program she referred to, 
“Islam and Christianity—Can They Get 
Along?” was scheduled to air Nov. 18, 
Canadian elder Dennis Horlick quickly 
arranged to send the program “The Com-
ing King of the South” instead. It promotes 
the same booklet, The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy, and is the third-ranked Beyond 
Today program.

“Islam and Christianity—Can They 
Get Along?” had previously appeared in 
the United States and was the 15th-ranked 
program with 237 responses. 

Guest Melvin Rhodes, who made the 
comment about Islam, said, “The state-
ment I made on the program was partly 
influenced by a moderate Muslim I knew 
in high school and for some time after in 
my hometown in England. He had moved 
there from Gujarat state in India. He told 
me that it was the responsibility of every 
Muslim to spread Islam, as all the world 
must become Muslim… 

“By the way, ex-Muslim Salman Rush-
die said the same thing last year in New 
York. So, too, did Muhammad in 632 
A.D.”

GN Readers’ 
Meeting Planned 
for Central London

The London Central congregation is 
holding a Good News readers’ meeting on 
the Sabbath of Jan. 19, 2008. A selection 
of readers will be invited to hear Melvin 
Rhodes , senior writer for The Good News, 
who will give a two-part presentation. Part 
one, titled “From Dawn to Decadence,” 
comments on developments from the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth I to Queen Elizabeth 
II. Part two discusses the coming together 
of the modern European power and the 
prophesied effect on world affairs. The 
meeting will start at 3 p.m., following a 
shortened Sabbath service. The ministry 
in the British Isles requests prayers for the 
success of this meeting.

British Isles 
Circulation Reported

Highlights from the circulation report 
for October, covering all literature distrib-
uted by the Church from Britain, include:

• 1,358 letters and other responses were 
received.

• 583 Good News requests were 
received.

• 74 Bible Study Course requests were 
received.

• 1,057 envelopes containing 2,444 
other items of literature were mailed out.

As of Oct. 31 there were 4,379 sub-
scribers to The Good News in the British 
Isles and 516 students of the Bible Study 
Course.

News
At a Glance

International
by André van Belkum

Representatives of the Church from 
various southern African countries gath-
ered Nov. 11 to 14 to attend a leadership 
workshop at a resort located about three 
hours’ drive northeast of Johannesburg, 
South Africa. 

The 38 who attended came from Zam-
bia, Zimbabwe and South Africa. Also 
present were Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pinelli 
and Lyle Welty from Cincinnati, Ohio. 
They were not only responsible for plan-
ning the program, but also presenting the 
majority of the 24 hours of lectures. Three 
pastors from South Africa and one elder 
were asked to help deliver several of the 
lectures. “They were extremely helpful in 
their presentations,” Mr. Pinelli said.

Sessions began at 8:30 a.m. and contin-
ued with breaks for lunch and tea until 6.

Healthy Balance of Subjects
The program started Sunday evening 

with orientation and an overview of the 
purpose of the leadership workshops. All 
were present for this session despite the 
fact that some had traveled over 1,000 
miles by road, and at times under difficult 
conditions. 

Mr. Pinelli placed emphasis on the 
need for additional manpower, and how 
we should “replace ourselves” with future 
leaders who will uphold our foundational 
doctrines and strive for unity in the Church. 
He then gave an overview of the major 
areas that would be covered, including:

1. The basic foundational structure of 
the United Church of God.

2. How do we fit into that structure.

3. The importance of attitudes (heart) 
and character.

4. How to effectively perform our 
duties.

For the next three days the lectures 
focused on various subjects designed to 
better equip us in our relationship with 
God, and how we can more effectively 
serve those in His Church. The first 
morning Mr. Welty covered the topic of 
“The Government of God and the Home 
Office,” followed by Mr. Pinelli on the 
governing documents of the Church. 
There was a healthy balance of subjects, 
as can be seen from the following:

1. Developing the heart of a leader.
2. The high calling of God.
3. Biblical guidelines for husbands and 

wives.
4. Congregational structure.
5. The fine art of delegating and men-

toring.
6. Importance of sound doctrine.
7. Developing wisdom and good judg-

ment.
8. All about discernment.
9. Practical aspects of leading a small 

congregation.
10. Pride and humility.
11. Personal integrity/code of ethics.
12. Premarital counseling.
13. Learning to examine self and take 

correction.
14. Youth programs.
15. Developing sermons and split ser-

mons.
16. Working with your pastor.
17. Developing one-point sermonettes.
18. Appreciating differences and under-

standing yourself and others.

19. Baptismal counseling.
The significance of integrity of heart and 

motive seemed to be the major emphasis 
around the subject of personal growth and 
development. Godly servants are those 
whose primary motivation is a deep desire 
to help others in the Church grow toward 
the Kingdom of God. Factors that trip us 
up along the way include such things as a 
self-serving attitude, a desire to look good 
and be the greatest, pride as opposed to 
serving “with all humility” (Acts 20:19).

What are we looking for in a minister 
was answered by discussing the qualities 
of elders as outlined in 1 Timothy 3 and 
Titus 1. Many of the sessions took the form 
of discussions, and those present heartily 
participated and made comments and sug-
gestions. Christ puts us into the ministry, 
and we need to have a passion for serving 
God, for His people and for the truth of 
God, coupled with an ability to defend the 
doctrines of the Church. What God is look-
ing for in an elder is a sacrificial heart and 
the willingness to go above and beyond 
even to the point of personal loss. 

What Attendees Took Away
Each head of family was given a hand-

out of the lectures that filled a large binder, 
and each elder was presented with a man-
ual with information about the minister’s 
relationship with God and his role within 
his congregations and the Church.

Guidance for the wives within the 
“team ministry” was helpful, as the impor-
tance of their roles in supporting their hus-
bands and serving the congregations were 

Reader’s Digest Ad and BT Bearing Fruit in Canada
The following is excerpted from the 

Canadian Office Update for Nov. 3, 
2007.

by Edwin van Pelt

Incoming mail from all sources in 
Canada is about to break last year’s 
record. We are about 100 pieces short of 
last year’s total of 15,944 items. We are 
also close to breaking last year’s record 
for Internet and e-mail requests.

Income for September was below 
budget but for October it was above bud-
get. For the fiscal year beginning April 1 
we are a few percentage points ahead of 
budget.

Reader’s Digest Responses
This week’s mail brought in 593 cards 

from the Reader’s Digest ad. We’ve now 
had a total of 733 responses from all 
sources (mail, phone, our Web site and 
the Reader’s Digest Web site). The ad 
came out less than two weeks ago. [As 
of Nov. 22, over 3,000 subscriptions had 
been requested, surpassing one third of a 
percent. The usual response level is one 
quarter of a percent.]

Your continued prayers for the success 
of this ad are greatly appreciated. It is the 
first time we’ve done such an extensive 

ad. The ad in Reader’s Digest will ulti-
mately reach 1.1 million subscribers, and 
it will reach others through their Web site. 
We have also tied the ad in with our Web 
site. 

Interestingly, eight cards came from 
former subscribers of The Good News 
magazine. Most of those had let their 
subscriptions lapse. We’ve also received 
some interesting phone calls from the ad 
including two people who called to can-
cel their Reader’s Digest subscriptions. 
(One of those is now a subscriber to The 
Good News instead).

Beyond Today
Prayers are also requested for the 

continued success of the Beyond Today 
television program. In almost a year and a 
half, we’ve had just about 2,600 responses 
in all from the program and the beyond-
todaytv.ca Web site. One of the things we 
can include in our prayers is a better time 
slot. A number of viewers have indicated 
that they record the program and watch it 
at their convenience. 

Several viewers of the program have 
become donors and others have attended 
Sabbath services in various locations 
across Canada. We can also pray that 
more viewers become interested in 
learning more about God’s truth. We 

have a large number of repeat viewers, 
based on the phone calls received from 
the program.

The November-December 2007 issue 
of The Good News magazine will be sent 
to 12,735 subscribers here in Canada. The 
mailing list is constantly being updated 
on a daily basis. It wasn’t long ago that it 
was updated on a weekly basis.

Outgoing mail is also setting new 
records. Through the end of October, an 
average of 16,583 items have been dis-
tributed per month. (Last year the aver-
age was 14,360 items per month). We’ve 
distributed over 1,000 copies of four of 
our booklets this year. Last year only one 
booklet had more than 1,000 copies dis-
tributed.

The next round of National Coun-
cil meetings is scheduled to be held in 
Toronto at the end of November. The 
Media Team will meet first, followed by 
the Ministerial Services Team and then 
the Council will meet for about two days. 
We can also pray for the success of these 
meetings. A tremendous amount of prep-
aration work goes into these meetings. 
Among the items on the Council agenda 
are the Strategic Plan, the Operation Plan 
and the Budget for 2008-2009.

All in all, it’s been a busy few months 
and there is no letup in sight.  UN

See “Africa,” page 4
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his previous university studies, he was able 
to graduate in three years. 

Saul met his wife, Carmen, during the 
Feast of Tabernacles of 1982 in Acapulco. 
“From then on she has been the greatest 
influence of my life, after God. My wife 
is one of the most serving people I have 
ever met. She never gets tired of serving 
God’s people and our children. She is also 
a wonderful blessing from God.”

Saul and Carmen got married in Feb-
ruary of 1986, right after the death of Mr. 
Armstrong. His death was a very sad time 
for them, because Mr. Armstrong had also 
been a very big influence in their lives for 
decades. 

Saul began to serve the Church full time 
in July of 1985. He was sent as a trainee to 
Ciudad Juarez and Chihuahua in Mexico. 
His first pastorate in 1986 was in Tijuana 
and Mexicali, Mexico. In 1990 they were 
sent to pastor the churches in Guatemala. 

Then in November 2001 they were trans-
ferred to Chile to pastor the congregations 
throughout the southern part of South 
America, known as the “Southern Cone,” 
where they are at present.

Closing Thoughts
“I would like to add an important 

thought. The year 1995 was a very dif-
ficult year for the Church of God in 
general and for us in particular,” Saul 
said. “Thanks to God’s mercy, we were 

protected from leaving the truth.
“When God began the United Church 

of God, all of us had a great, renewed zeal 
for His truth and feelings of unity and loy-
alty toward one another. I believe we all 
need to learn from history. I pray to God 
that we do not let physical situations or 
even blessings from God interfere with 
those wonderful feelings we all had at the 
beginning of United. 

“Let’s remember that we are in God’s 
Church due to the mercy of our Great 

God. Let’s have that mercy, the under-
standing, the loyalty and the trust toward 
one another. 

“Let’s be very thankful that God is with 
us in these very perilous times. Let’s serve 
God and His people with our whole hearts. 
May God continue to bless our efforts to 
serve His people around the world.”  UN

If you would like to recommend a 
member to be featured in the “Pro-
files” section, send an e-mail to 
mike_bennett@ucg.org. 

“Profile,” continued from page 2

Online Ad Impressions 
Skyrocket

Over the past few months, United’s online adver-
tising impressions shown on Yahoo- and Google-
sponsored Web sites has skyrocketed! The accom-
panying graph shows ad impressions for November 
of the past four years. We see an increase of more 
than 1,400 percent from 2006 to 2007!

The primary reason for the sudden increase is 
advertising our booklet Who Is God? This topic has 
proven to be very relevant for “content advertising” 
alongside relevant news stories and Web content 
on a large number of Web sites. As a result, this 
booklet is now one of our top titles requested this 

year.
The month of November 2007 saw 568 million 

advertising impressions just at Google-sponsored 
sites. Each working day, online adjustments are 
made to our keyword bids; keywords are added 
or deleted; and descriptions are fine-tuned—all 
to ensure the United Church of God is maximiz-
ing its efficiency and response.

Good News Web Site 
Visitors Moving Up

Since the inception of our Good News maga-
zine Web site in 2004, we’ve seen a steady rise 
in the number of visitors per month. Please note 
the accompanying chart showing a 35 percent 
increase from November 2006 to November 
2007. A total of 197,132 visitors were attracted 
to gnmagazine.org this past November.

Please note, we also have more than 130,000 
visitors per month at our five other official 

UCGIA Web sites.

E-Letter Subscriptions 
Increase

Each month, the president sends an e-mail let-
ter to thousands of Good News subscribers who 
have signed up for this electronic service. The 
e-letter contains news of the work of United, 
updates on various projects and an inspirational 

note. Usually, a piece of literature is also offered. 
Each time someone requests a piece of litera-

ture online, they are offered an e-mail subscrip-
tion to four or five different updates. One of them 
is for our Good News readers and can be found 
at gnmagazine.org/gnupdate. You’ll see all the 
updates we offer listed in the left-hand column 
toward the bottom of the page at ucg.org.

As of the end of October we had 33,178 GN 
e-letter subscribers. This graph shows the sub-

scription increases over just the past 18 months.

Magazine Print 
Advertising Results

You may recall that magazine space advertising 
was taken out in April and May of 2007 using some 
of the additional income that the Church was blessed 
to receive during the 2006-2007 fiscal year. More than 
a thousand responses are still coming in each month. 

So far, Reader’s Digest has brought in 34,834 
responses to our full-page ad for The Middle East 
in Bible Prophecy booklet. American Baby has 
produced 12,248 responses to our Marriage and 
Family: The Missing Dimension booklet, and Par-
ents has brought in 6,022 responses to the same 
marriage and family booklet. The total of 53,104 is 
above our initial response projections. We’re very 
happy to have these requests for both the booklet 

offered and a Good News magazine subscription.
During this 2007-2008 fiscal year, advertising is 

underway once again in both Parents and Ameri-
can Baby magazines. We’ll keep you updated.

News
At a GlanceMedia

Results from April 2007 magazine advertising

bring the world to the brink of cos-
mocide are also making available 
vehicles for preaching the gospel on 
a scale unprecedented in human his-
tory. Jesus also said, “And this gos-
pel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations; and then shall the end 
come” (verse 14). 

The end has not yet come and the 
gospel must still be preached. The 
Church has always understood that 
only God can open doors to allow 
His work to be done. The apostle 
Paul says we should be praying for 
a “door of utterance” (Colossians 
4:3), and that the “word of the Lord 
may have free course” (2 Thessalo-
nians 3:1).

Technology for Preaching 
the Gospel

Over the past century, the gospel 
has been preached to ever-increas-
ing audiences, progressing from per-
sonal preaching to the printed page 
to radio to television. All of these are 
still in use, but all of them combined 
cannot rival the reach and flexibility 
of the World Wide Web available to 
us today on the Internet. 

Not only is material on the Web 
instantly accessible all over the 
world, but the potential for electron-
ic translation into many languages is 
on the horizon. One has to wonder 
if God has not allowed this technol-
ogy—as perhaps He did the previous 
inventions—for the express purpose 
of proclaiming His Word.

The United Church of God contin-

ues to produce radio and television pro-
grams along with a vast array of printed 
materials. For the foreseeable future 
there will be a need for these products 
to reach those who do not have Internet 
access or simply have chosen not to 
enter that electronic world. 

But there is no question that we 
must accelerate our effort to make 
the message of the gospel available 
in every corner of the Internet envi-
ronment. Not only available, but 
highly visible and designed to attract 
attention in a very busy medium.

Low-Cost Delivery
The cost of working through the 

Internet is relatively low in terms 
of delivering information. Once the 
public is weaned away from reading 
hard-copy magazines and books, 

this may be the only effective way to 
reach people. Already, children are 
cutting their teeth on computers and 
seeking information on the Web. 

We foresee a time when even the 
Bible will cease to be prominent in 
book form. Thankfully, many elec-
tronic editions are now available on 
the Web and many young people 
use that form almost exclusively. 
You may have seen brethren using a 
laptop or handheld device to follow 
along during Sabbath services.

Meeting the Demands 
of the Internet-Savvy 
Population

The real costs of walking through 
this gigantic door will come more in 
the areas of talented, skilled staff to 
create the kinds of electronic commu-

nication that will meet the demands 
of the Internet-savvy population. 

More and more that means video 
and interactive exchanges with those 
who respond. No longer will a turn-
around time of a couple of weeks to 
receive information through a booklet 
or magazine be acceptable.  People 
want to be able to get what they need 
in the shortest time frame. Otherwise, 
their interest is likely to die before 
they follow through. 

Though we are already using the 
Internet in many ways, it appears to be 
a wide open door—the greatest door 
in history—through which we can do 
much, much more to preach the gospel 
to bring God’s message of hope and 
salvation to a dying world.  UN

The author is operation manager of 
Media and Communications Services.

outlined and discussed. At the end of the 
discussions we all agreed that the wives 
play an important part within the overall 
structure of the Church. 

Sessions covering the subjects of baptis-
mal counseling, developing sermons and 

working with the youth were extremely 
helpful and informative. The lecture on 
developing one-point sermonettes was 
especially helpful, as many of us struggle 
to cover material adequately in the allo-
cated 10 to 12 minutes. In a workshop dis-
cussion, the subject of “faith” was selected 
and, with input from those present, it was 

narrowed down to one point, which was 
“Can children have faith?”

We were richly blessed with knowledge 
and understanding. As someone said, “I 
don’t believe the presenters know how 
much they have helped us.” 

Attendee Harris Hlazo wrote, “In all the 
36 years that I have been in the Church, I 

have never listened to such spiritual depth. 
My eyes were opened to a lot of things. 
Thanks be to the Eternal for exposing me 
to information of such value.”

As an additional benefit, Mr. Pinelli 
spoke to the Johannesburg congregation 
on the Sabbath before the workshops, and 
Mr. Welty traveled by air to Durban where 

he spoke to the congregation there.
Christ as the Head has led His Church to 

implement the workshop program so that 
we can be better equipped to finally enter 
His Kingdom. On behalf of the congrega-
tions of Southern Africa, I thank those at 
the home office for making these educa-
tional programs available to us.  UN

“Africa,” continued from page 3

Online advertising impressions, November 
2004-2007

GNMagazine.org visitors, November 2004-2007

Monthly GN e-letter subscribers, past 18 months

“Media,” continued from page 1

Reader’s Digest
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Parents
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Do You Have a Postmodern or a Biblical Worldview?
■ The world around us 
rubs off on us even when 
we don’t notice it. What 
tools does God give us 
to combat this world’s 
pervasive culture?
by David Register

We all view the world around us 
through a prism that colors or distorts 
what we see. Our view is influenced 
by our values and our culture. These 
two influences are always battling one 
another because the world around us 
is constantly changing and challeng-
ing our values and beliefs.

We say our beliefs are constant 
and unchanging. But are they? As the 
world and society change around us, 
does our culture change the relevance 
of our values and beliefs?

It has been said that we live in a 
postmodern world. What does that 
mean? What are the signs of the times? 
Where is our culture leading us? 

A good definition of postmodernity 
comes from the book, Postmodern 
Times: A Christian Guide to Contem-
porary Thought and Culture by Gene 
Edward Veith. He wrote that according 
to postmodern thinking, “Man cannot 
know anything absolutely. We have 
only limited knowledge. What we call 
‘reality’ or ‘truth’ is only an individual 
or community interpretation of what 
exists. Each interpretation can be just 
as good as another although conflict-
ing because each interpretation satis-
fies the felt needs of that person or 
community. Thus, man constructs 
truth rather than discovers it, and there 
is no objective good or evil.”

How did we get to this postmodern 
culture?

History of Cultural Change
Cultures come and go. However, 

the thinking in a particular culture 
affects the next culture and the way 
people think. Let’s take a look at the 
recent cultures that affect the way we 
think today in the 21st century. 

Most sociologists agree that the 
last few cultural eras of the West-
ern world have affected our current 
thinking.

For example, the Renaissance 
(1300s-1600s) gave us thinking that 
challenged the medieval ideas of 
Christian piety, classical rational-
ism and folk-paganism. There was a 
rediscovery and reassertion of Greek 
culture. Art, education, religious 
ideas and social norms were devel-
oped during the Renaissance.

Near the end of this period the 
Reformation also rediscovered and 
reasserted the Bible, and “purified” 
forms and Puritanism became popu-
lar, especially in the New World. The 

Bible was printed and made available 
to many for the first time. 

When the Enlightenment (1700s-
1800s) came along, science progressed 
dramatically and the age was marked by 
reason, scientific discovery and human 
autonomy. Christianity was viewed 
more and more as outdated supersti-
tion. Deism (God is no longer involved 
in creation) became popular. Cause and 
effect explained everything and Utili-
tarianism (where right and wrong are 
decided based on the consequences of 
actions) became the norm.

The next cultural age was Modern-
ism (1900s-1960s). The modern age 
was affected by materialism (seeking 
after material “things”), the theory of 
evolution, Existentialism (there is no 
inherent meaning to life) and a strong 
“self view” (self creates the universe 
and laws). This era taught us there 
are absolute truths, but they are self-
defined, religion is private and can-
not be imposed on others, and moral 
values are created by oneself.

The present cultural age is Post-
modernism or Postmodernity (1960s-
present). However, our culture has 
been affected by elements of the 
previous three cultural eras. Post-
modern culture influences our think-
ing by telling us life is chaotic, the 
world is complex, and reality varies 
from person to person. There are no 
absolutes. Historical objectivity has 
been replaced by political correct-
ness. Our morals and choices should 
be based on “feelings.” Environmen-
tal extremism and anti-humanism is 
widely accepted and style over sub-
stance is emphasized in our postmod-
ern culture. 

In his book Engaging the Soul 
of Youth Culture, Walter Mueller 
describes our current culture: “Our 

postmodern world is marked by a 
new level of moral relativism, the 
view that each person’s own per-
sonal standard of right and wrong 
is legitimate, true and authoritative 
as any other. The end result is sig-
nificant. Every individual becomes a 
moral nomad, wandering through life 
without any commonly held standard 
by which to measure ideas, opinions 
and choices. Without an underlying 
moral compass, everything becomes 
random and fragmented, with no con-
necting points. Instead of choosing to 
obey, one simply chooses.”

The challenge for 21st-century 
Christians is to live successfully in our 
culture without becoming infected by 
the culture and its philosophies. This 
is not a new challenge for Christians.

The Scriptures tell us that God’s 

Word is absolute truth. Christ said, “I 
have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them because they 
are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world. I do not pray that You 
should take them out of the world, but 
that You should keep them from the 
evil one. They are not of the world, 
just as I am not of the world. Sanc-
tify them by Your truth. Your word is 
truth” (John 17:14-17).

God’s Word does not change with 
the times and the cultural shifts. His 
laws and His promises are eternal and 
lasting truth. Knowing the eternal 
nature of God’s law and truth can help 
us in these troubling times. Popular 
thinking in our culture is constantly 
attacking these absolutes. But this is 
nothing new for God’s people.

New Testament Warnings
The New Testament writers were 

consistently warning first-century 
Christians about the negative and evil 
influences in their cultures. Obvious-
ly these warnings apply to us just as 
much as they did in the first century. 
The dangers lurking in our culture are 
just as serious, if not more so.

The apostle James warned, “Adul-
terers and adulteresses! Do you 
not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Whoever 
therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world, makes himself an enemy of 
God. Or do you think the Scripture 
says in vain, ‘The Spirit who dwells 
in us yearns jealously’? But He gives 
more grace. Therefore He says: ‘God 
resists the proud, but gives grace to 
the humble.’ Therefore submit to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you. Draw near to God and He 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your 
hearts you sinners; and purify your 

hearts, you double-minded” (James 
4:4-8).

The reference to “double-minded” 
in James’ warning means “divided 
between God and the world” (Jamie-
son, Fausset and Brown’s Com-
mentary on the Whole Bible) in the 
way we think. The “double-minded” 
person is at fault if he allows godly 
thinking to be distorted by the world-
ly culture around him.

Paul also warned the Corinthians to 
avoid the cultural arguments and phi-
losophies that plagued Christians in the 
Greek world. He wrote, “For though we 
walk in the flesh, we do not war accord-
ing to the flesh. For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but mighty in God 
for pulling down strongholds, casting 
down arguments and every high thing 
that exalts itself against the knowledge 

of God, bringing every thought into cap-
tivity to the obedience of Christ…” (2 
Corinthians 10:3-5).

The challenge Paul leaves us is to 
bring our thoughts into alignment 
with God’s thinking rather than the 
popular cultural thinking of the day. 

We also read in 1 John, “Do not 
love the world or the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For 
all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride 
of life—is not of the Father but is of 
the world. And the world is passing 
away, and the lust of it; but he who 
does the will of God abides forever” 
(1 John 2:15-17).

Again, the first-century Church was 
bombarded with cultural influences that 
appealed to man’s base nature, and the 
apostle John warned Christians to avoid 
the pitfall of loving the world and its cul-
ture above their love for God. The con-
sistent challenge for Christians through 
the ages has been to limit the influences 
of the worldly culture around us while 
still living in that world. 

Tools to Survive as 
a Christian in Our 
Postmodern Culture

The basic tools we have as Chris-
tians to combat the culture around 
us have not changed. Just like the 
absolute truth of God’s Word and His 
promises, the tools of our warfare are 
the same as those the first-century 
Christians used.

One of those tools is awareness of 
the times in which we live. All the 
warnings the New Testament writ-
ers passed on to their readers about 
resisting the pressures of their culture 
reminded them of the negative culture 
around them. 

Notice Paul’s warning to the church 
at Ephesus: “Finally, my brethren, be 
strong in the Lord and in the power 
of His might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil. For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against pow-
ers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 

“Therefore take up the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and hav-
ing done all, to stand. Stand there-
fore, having girded your waist with 
truth, having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness, and having shod 
your feet with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace; above all, taking the 
shield of faith with which you will be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked one. 

“And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God; praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit, being watchful to this end with 
all perseverance and supplication for 
all the saints” (Ephesians 6:10-18).

The basic building blocks of our 
faith do not change. They remain the 
same: prayer, Bible study, fasting 
(our reminder to stay close to God), 
meditation (critical thinking about 
God’s way and the culture in which 
we live) and fellowship (Christian 
communication). 

John wrote the first-century Church 
to remind them, and us, of the core 
value to love God first above this 
world and its cultural pulls.

“And I heard another voice from 
heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, 
my people, lest you share in her sins, 
and lest you receive of her plagues’” 
(Revelation 18:4).

Notice John warns that we must come 
out of the worldview of our culture and 
continue to maintain a consistent bib-
lical view. We must view the culture 
around us with a biblical worldview, 
rather than through the distorted prism 
of a postmodern worldview.  UN

David Register is director of Educa-
tion Programs in Ministerial Services.

“And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit…”

The basic tools we have as Christians to combat the culture around 
us have not changed. Just like the absolute truth of God’s Word and 
His promises, the tools of our warfare are the same as those the first-
century Christians used.
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Maintaining a Sense of Urgency
■ As the world moves away 
from God, we must stay 
close to Him.
by Tim Groves

Every day the world is moving further 
and further away from God. It is from this 
darkened world God has called us. As a 
united church, we are to be a watchman, 
warning the world of God’s coming judg-
ment and preaching the good news of His 
coming Kingdom. As individuals, we are 
to be witnesses, showing God’s way of 
life in action and being bright lights set 
on a hill.

So how do we keep our high calling in 
the forefront of our minds? In this fast-
paced world, Satan wants us to become 
distracted and not have time for God. 
Prophecy tells us that the time is coming 
when some of God’s people will not have 
the sense of urgency they need (Matthew 
24:48-51). What must we do to maintain 
this sense of urgency—both for proclaim-
ing God’s Kingdom and preparing for it 
in our daily lives? 

Remember Our First Love
We can remember when we first 

responded to the Father’s calling. We 
remember how excited we were, and 
how many of us tried to convert others! 
We couldn’t get enough of God’s Word, 
as we learned more and more. Then a 
year passed…Then two…Then three. 
As time passed, it seemed the new truth 
became old hat.

Christ scolded the church at Ephesus 
because they left their first love of the 
truth (Revelation 2:4). Have we left our 
first love? After 10, 20, 30 or more years 
knowing God’s truth, we can take it for 
granted and not realize how much we 
still need God. This is partly what hap-
pened to the Laodicean church (Revela-
tion 3:14-18). Christ encouraged them to 
repent and become zealous again (verse 
19)! 

Paul describes how ancient Israel was 
“baptized” and taught by God. Yet even 
with that knowledge they tempted Him, 
complained and got caught up in the ways 
of the nations around them. God was not 
pleased with most of them because of 
this, and their example is recorded for 
our learning. 

Paul concludes this passage admon-
ishing us, “Therefore let him who 
thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” 
(1 Corinthians 10:1-12). If we neglect 
our Bible study and prayer, we will not 
find favor with God, just like ancient 
Israel.

We understand that ancient Israel did 
not have God’s Holy Spirit, and that is 
why they could not keep the spiritual 
intent of God’s laws. It is through God’s 
Spirit we can take heed and rekindle our 
first love!

Stir Up God’s Spirit
Paul encourages us to stir up the Holy 

Spirit and not quench it (2 Timothy 1:6-
7; 1 Thessalonians. 5:19). By learning 
to use and yield to God’s Spirit, we will 
stay focused on God and the need for His 
Kingdom. But we will quench God’s 

Spirit by not applying it or letting it guide 
us (John 16:13). 

Christ emphasizes this point in the 
parable of the 10 virgins (Matthew 
25:1-13). Five of the virgins stirred up 
God’s Spirit, symbolized by lamp oil. 
Throughout their lives they let God’s 
Spirit help them grow. The other five 
were quenching God’s Spirit by lack 
of use. 

The five foolish virgins did not pre-
pare enough and were not ready when 
Christ returned. Although they did try 
to rekindle God’s Spirit, it was too little, 
too late.

So how do we stir up God’s Spirit? 
First and foremost, we must ask the 
Father to fill us with it (Luke 11:13; 
Ephesians 5:18). When we ask for God’s 
Spirit, our prayers must be sincere, not 
mere words. By fasting and prayer we 
draw closer to God (Isaiah 58:6-9; Mat-
thew 17:21). If our motives are right, 
God will honor our requests. But with 
more of God’s gifts, more action and 
humility is required on our part (Luke 
12:48).

In the book of Acts we read about a 
man named Apollos. He understood 
the Scriptures well, even though he only 
knew the baptism of John. With this lim-
ited understanding he was still zealous in 
teaching others. Later as he learned more 
about Christ, he was able to use God’s 
Spirit to teach even more powerfully 
(Acts 18:24-28). 

How well can we teach God’s Word 
to others? Can we refute popular teach-
ings? Are we able to give an answer to 
those who ask (1 Peter 3:15)? This abil-
ity to give an answer comes by study-
ing God’s Word and letting God’s Holy 
Spirit guide us. Let’s not forget that 
without God’s Spirit, we cannot please 
Him (Romans 8:6-9). The more God is 
pleased with us, the more His Spirit will 
work in us. We need to stir up the Holy 
Spirit so God can use each of us more 
powerfully!

Be Diligent
King Solomon said a lot about dili-

gence. He said that the diligent will rule, 
and will stand before kings (Proverbs 
12:24; 22:29). We are destined to rule, 
and we all want to stand before the King 
of Kings! So diligence must be a part of 
our lives.

The New Testament also encourages 
us to be diligent. Hebrews 11:6 tells us 
that God is a rewarder of those who dili-
gently seek Him. Hebrews 6:11 encour-
ages us to show diligence until the end. 
Hebrews 12:15 tells us to look carefully 
(diligently) or we will fall short of God’s 
grace. 

Peter, too, teaches diligence. He tells 
us to be diligent to be found spotless and 
blameless before God, and to diligently 
build upon our spiritual foundations (2 
Peter 3:14; 1:5-10). 

Being a Christian requires work! 
How much effort are we putting into that 
work? We spend a lot of our time taking 
care of our physical needs. How much 
time to do we spend taking care of our 
spiritual needs? 

We know very well Christ’s words, 
“But seek first the kingdom of God and 

His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). 
Are these mere words, or a call to 
action? What is more urgent—wear-
ing the latest fashions or being clothed 
in righteousness? Our actions tell the 
answer.

Christ used the parable of the talents to 
illustrate the need for diligence (Matthew 
25:14-30). Two of the three servants dili-
gently worked and increased what was 
given to them. The other one put forth no 
effort at all. 

God has given each of us the truth, as 
well as natural and spiritual abilities. We 
must put forth the diligence to increase 
these gifts. As shown in the parable, the 
servants’ diligence was rewarded, not 
their ability. God is looking at what we 
do with our talents, not how many we 
have. 

Remember the widow’s two mites 
(Luke 21:1-4)? For offerings the rich 
gave from their abundance, but the widow 
gave all she had. The widow understood 
her need for God, and the need for God’s 
work to be done. She was wholehearted, 
whereas the rich did not really sacrifice. 
Who do you think was blessed more?

God does not want us to do just what 
is required. He wants us to go above and 
beyond, like the widow (Luke 17:10). 
Without diligence we cannot grow, and 
will not have the urgency we need.

Stay Committed
In Luke 9:62 Christ says, “No one, 

having put his hand to the plow, and look-
ing back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
Christ also tells us to remember Lot’s 
wife (Luke 17:32). She didn’t want to 
leave the society she lived in. How about 
us? Do we want God’s Kingdom now, or 
do we want it to wait several years so we 
can enjoy our lifestyle now? The more 
committed we are, the more we will see 
the need for and pray more earnestly for 
God’s Kingdom!

Paul encourages us in Galatians 6:9, 
“And let us not grow weary while doing 
good, for in due season we shall reap if 
we do not lose heart.” Those of us who 
have been in the Church over 20 years 
can remember Herbert Armstrong com-
paring our Christian lives to a race. He 
kept encouraging us that Christ’s return 
was near. But some of God’s people got 
discouraged and left. They did not endure 
to the end. They lost heart. When they 
found out there were more laps to run, 
they quit. 

Paul, too, likened our calling to a 
race—a race of endurance. Paul said 
we must run our race with discipline, 
being focused on the prize. We must put 
our whole mind and body in subjection 
toward that lofty goal (1 Corinthians 
9:24-27). 

Let’s not forget, the prize we are seek-
ing is eternal life in God’s Kingdom! 
Christ tells us, “Behold, I am coming 
quickly! Hold fast what you have, that 
no one may take your crown” (Revela-
tion 3:11). God has reserved a crown of 
righteousness for each of us. God will not 
quit on us, but we can quit on ourselves if 
we don’t stay committed.

If we have accepted God’s calling, 
then we simply cannot look back! We are 

committed now. God is judging us now, 
and if we willfully reject His calling we 
are in danger of losing our eternal life (1 
Peter 4:17; Hebrews 10:26-27).

Of course that is what Satan wants us 
to do, give up! And he will do anything he 
can to try to make us lose our reward (1 
Peter 5:8). So how do we stay committed 
with Satan and society attacking us?

Being together with our fellow saints 
is an important way to stay committed. 
“Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider 
one another in order to stir up love and 

good works, not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together…exhorting 
one another, and so much the more as 
you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 
10:23-25). 

The more we are with God’s people, 
the more encouraged and committed we 
will become. When we stay home and do 
not interact with others, we can easily get 
distracted and drift away. And once we 
are on the path of distractions, it is only a 
matter of time before we neglect our call-
ing and quench God’s Holy Spirit in us 
(Hebrews 2:1-3).

Watching world events helps us stay 
committed. We don’t have to look far to 
see how the world is falling apart around 
us. Now is not the time to be separated 
from God! As we see the results of 
Satan’s present rule of the earth, we 
should more urgently pray, “Your king-
dom come!” 

God takes special notice of those who 
yearn for His Kingdom. In Ezekiel 9:4 
God tells His angel to “put a mark on 
the foreheads of the men who sigh and 
cry over all the abominations that are 
done…” Do you and I have God’s mark 
on us? Do we really understand how 
much the world needs God? The more 
we understand, the more committed we 
will be.

Be Ready
Paul admonishes us, “And do this, 

knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep; for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first 
believed” (Romans 13:11). And, “There-
fore we must give the more earnest 
heed to the things we have heard, lest 
we drift away…How shall we escape 
if we neglect so great a salvation…?” 
(Hebrews 2:1-3). 

The parable of the faithful and 
evil servants illustrates our need to 
always be ready. The evil servant 
thought that Christ was delaying His 
coming and got caught up in the ways 
of the world. Because of his neglect, 
he was caught off guard when Christ 
returned. That servant lost his reward 
because he wasn’t ready (Matthew 
24:48-51).

Notice Christ’s words about the faithful 
servant: “Who then is a faithful and wise 
servant…? Blessed is that servant whom 
his master [Christ], when he comes, will 
find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that 

he will make him ruler over all his goods” 
(Matthew 24:45-47). Are we faithful ser-
vants?

During his ministry Paul did not 
think he had already attained salvation. 
He understood the need to stay focused 
on God’s calling (Philippians 3:12-14; 
1 Corinthians 9:27). Yet when Paul 
realized his life was almost over, he 
knew that he had endured and finished 
his race. He knew he would receive 
his crown of righteousness, along with 
all the other faithful saints (2 Timothy 
4:7-8). Like Paul, we must endure until 
the end or until our dying day (Mark 
13:13). 

What if you or I died tomorrow? 
Would we be confident that we would 
be in the first resurrection? Whether we 
die at 20 or 100, we will be with Christ 
at our next thought if we are faithful to 
the end. 

Yes, we must maintain a sense of 
urgency and work out our own salvation 
(Philippians 2:12-13). Much has been 
given to each of us, and much is required. 
If we do nothing with the truth God has 
given us, He will take it away. But if we 
are diligent and continue to grow spiritu-
ally, God will make us rulers for all eter-
nity. 

As Peter encourages us, “Therefore, 
brethren, be even more diligent to make 
your call and election sure, for if you do 
these things you will never stumble. For 
so an entrance will be supplied to you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 
Peter 1:10-11).

Let’s keep our sense of urgency so we 
can enter that everlasting Kingdom of 
God!  UN

Tim Groves attends the Jefferson, 
Georgia, congregation.

Paul likened our calling to a race—a race of endurance.
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Food: We Can’t Improve on God’s Creation
■ One simple principle 
can help guide us in our 
food choices.
by Don Hooser

God loves His children and there-
fore wants them to be in good health. 
Many scriptures make this clear. 
The benefits of good health are too 
numerous to count! 

God created our marvelous bodies 
and then delegated the care and feed-
ing to us! So it’s up to us to increase 
our knowledge and motivation to be 
“faithful” stewards on behalf of the 
Owner and Master (1 Corinthians 
6:19-20; Luke 16:2, 10). Every effect 
has a cause (Proverbs 26:2). Though 
a person’s sickness is not necessar-
ily or entirely his fault, we should do 
what we can to avoid the causes of 
sickness.

God said, “My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). 
He was referring primarily to spiritual 
knowledge, but the principle applies 
physically as well.

To a great extent, we become what 
we eat, drink, breathe and absorb 
through our skin. Our bodies are made 
to “run” well when we put the good 
stuff in and keep the bad stuff out. It’s 
easy to become malnourished if we 
fill up on foods that are high in calo-
ries and low in vital nutrients. That is 
why so many people are overfed and 
yet undernourished.

Preventing health problems is much 
easier than regaining good health! We 
reap what we sow, especially in the 
long run (Galatians 6:7). For exam-
ple, if a child has a healthful diet, he 
will be healthier than he would have 
been when he reaches middle age. It’s 
tempting to assume that what we just 
ate is okay because we didn’t suffer 
an immediate reaction. But the accu-
mulated damage of poor eating habits 
eventually takes its toll.

Remember that Satan is “the 
ruler of this world,” a “murderer,” a 
destroyer and “deceives the whole 
world” (John 12:31; 8:44; Revela-
tion 9:11; 12:9). The unhealthy con-
ditions and influences around us are 
the result of his conspiracy to destroy 
us physically as well as spiritually.

Consider just a few factors in “the 
state of the world.” We can easily 
be exposed to many pollutants and 
chemicals. Many people know almost 
nothing about the body’s essen-
tial nutrients (including vitamins, 
minerals, proteins, carbohydrates, 
enzymes, fiber, etc.).

Often both parents are too pressed 
for time for gardening, home-cook-
ing or teaching their children much 
about foods, food preparation and 
the dangers of eating too much fast 
food. When foods are too high in 
salt, sugar, starch and fat, we suffer 
consequences plus we can lose our 
appreciation for the natural flavors 
of fruits and vegetables. (However, 
we can decide to purposefully reedu-
cate our taste buds.) We could think 
of many more factors.

What Did Jesus Eat and 
Avoid?

The food laws of the Bible give 
us part of the answer because Jesus 
would not have disobeyed them.

Jesus would only have eaten the 
flesh of clean animals, birds or sea-
food (Leviticus 11, Deuteronomy 14), 
and He would have avoided anything 
that “died naturally or…was torn by 
beasts” (Leviticus 17:15).

He would have avoided animal fat 
and blood (Leviticus 3:16; 7:22-27). 
That means He would only eat meat 
from which the blood had thoroughly 
been drained.

Though He was falsely accused 
of being a drunk and a glutton, 
Jesus never drank too much to even 
approach intoxication (1 Corinthians 
5:11; 6:10). Nor did He ever stuff 
Himself and become a glutton (Prov-
erbs 23:21; Deuteronomy 21:20). 
And He would have sought enough 
variety in the foods He ate to get all 
the nutrients needed for good health.

Of course, every person has a dif-
ferent set of genetics, allergies, health 
problems, etc., and must adapt his 
diet accordingly for as long as nec-
essary.

And God never intended that we all 
prefer or eat exactly the same foods. 
God created a tremendous variety of 
food so we would not get bored and 
to accommodate our taste preferenc-
es. But the most important reason for 
the variety is to help us to get all of 
the different nutrients that our bodies 
need.

Food Production Has 
Changed

Avoiding unhealthful foods in 
today’s “modern” Western cultures is 
more challenging and complicated than 
it was for most of mankind’s history.

During Christ’s ministry, when He 
was invited to someone’s home for a 
meal, almost always it was a Jewish 
home where the biblical food laws 
were followed.

And in that first century, probably 
everything that average (not wealthy) 
people ate was natural. For thousands 
of years man did comparatively little 
to negatively alter the plants and ani-
mals that God made for food! It’s not 
that people were so noble. It’s that 
they didn’t have the technological 
know-how and equipment to make 
many alterations, especially at a low 
cost.

But since the Industrial Revolu-
tion in the 1800s, food “refining” 
processes and the use of synthetic 
chemicals have become popular for 
various reasons, including appealing 
appearance or taste. 

But the main driving force has 
been money. When food spoilage is 
prevented or delayed, food can be 
shipped farther and sit on shelves 
much longer. “Refining” and add-
ing preservatives brought food costs 
down for producers and consumers. 
But consumers have paid a high price 
in their health because these pro-
cesses usually have diminished the 
healthful value of the food.

Knowledge Is Priceless
Many scriptures urge us to seek 

valuable knowledge, understanding 
and wisdom. So if eating nutritious 
food is so important, why doesn’t the 
Bible say more about it? The basic 
answer is this: For thousands of years, 
the average person was not faced with 
many bad options! 

But in this 21st century we are faced 
with an incredible number of choices, 
including lots of poor ones! In all 
this confusion, we need to be well-
informed to make wise choices. 

Consider the amazing number of 
choices in a modern supermarket! 
Largely because of rapid transporta-
tion and refrigeration, we can enjoy 
fruits and vegetables from far-away 
places during the whole year rather 
than one season. We have access to 
every kind of food our bodies need.

But many “foods” in a supermar-
ket are not healthy (no matter how 
they are advertised), especially when 
eaten often. We are faced with much 
confusion and many temptations. We 
surely need to be in the habit of read-
ing the list of ingredients on labels. If 
we understand more about our bodies 
and good nutrition, we can make wise 
and safe choices. 

Some of the basic and most impor-
tant principles are to eat fresh fruits 
and vegetables and avoid too many 
manufactured and processed foods.

The best books on nutrition are 
based on both up-to-date science 
and on the laws and principles of the 
Bible.

An Important Guiding 
Principle

However, whether or not you spend 
much time studying nutrition, there is 
one main principle that should be a 
constant guide for all of God’s people. 
It is this: God created everything and 
everything “was very good” (Genesis 
1:31). Everything God made for food 
was perfect. So much of what is done 
to “improve” or fundamentally alter 
the food only hurts it!

Therefore it is healthier to eat natu-
ral food, which in this article is defined 
as food the way it was originally 
designed by God.

When people believe in evolution 
and humanism, they have too little 
respect for the design of God’s creation 
and too much trust in what humans do 
to tamper with it. We must not let these 
subtle attitudes rub off on us.

Somewhat synonymous with “natu-
ral food” is “organic food.” However, 
many natural foods are of excellent 
quality even though they haven’t met 
the legal standards or gone through the 
red tape to be labeled “organic.” 

But consumers have an advantage if 
they live in a country (like the United 
States) that has adopted legal stan-
dards defining “organic.” These ideal 
standards are helpful as we try to judge 
the relative quality of foods.

For crops, “organic” means they 
were grown without the use of con-
ventional pesticides, artificial fertil-
izers, human waste or sewage sludge, 
and that they were processed without 

ionizing radiation. Very few food 
additives are allowed. They must not 
be genetically modified (GMO).

There is an emphasis on soil fertil-
ity maintained through application of 
manure, compost and crop rotation 
(clearly biblical practices). Highly 
fertile soil results in food crops tast-
ing better and having more vitamins, 
minerals, etc. Allowing crops to fully 
ripen before harvesting also makes 
them more nourishing and tasty.

For animals, it means they were 
raised without the routine use of anti-
biotics and without the use of growth 
hormones. The animals are raised in 
healthy free-range environments rath-
er than in pens. Grass and other animal 
foods have not been treated with pesti-
cides or other chemicals.

So “organic” should not be consid-
ered weird or extreme. For thousands 
of years, most food was “organic”! 

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the 
confusion. But please don’t think that 
“there is too much to learn so it’s not 
worth the effort.” Any knowledge of 
nutrition is valuable. And don’t be dis-
couraged because you can’t achieve a 
perfect ideal! Just do the best you can. 
The healthier your choices, the health-
ier you will be!

Sometimes healthful food is more 
expensive, but there are many things 
to consider. Consumers often do not 
analyze costs fairly. Consider the low 
cost per pound of potatoes compared 
to that of potato chips! You can save 
money in many ways—by eating out 
less, by eating less junk food, by com-
parison shopping, by finding shopping 
partners so you can buy in bulk, etc.

Above all, keep in mind the better 

health you will have and the savings 
in future medical bills when you have 
a healthy diet! 

Avoid Additions and 
Subtractions

Many synthetic food additives are 
unhealthful. And the general public is 
finally aware that adding hydrogen to 
a molecule of vegetable oil to make 
it “hydrogenated” can cause health 
problems.

And the health value of food (whole 
food) is almost always diminished 
when any part is taken away, such as 
removing the germ and bran (fiber) 
from any whole grain. “White” bread, 
pasta and rice are mostly just starch. 

Another modern phenomenon 
is highly concentrated foods, like 
refined sugar. It is so easy to consume 
too much of them. For most people, 
highly-sweetened foods are very 
tempting and habit-forming.

Some Christians become excessive-
ly preoccupied with food, remedies and 
other physical things (Romans 14:17; 
Hebrews 13:9). This is unbalanced and 
a serious mistake of priorities.

But God is pleased when we take 
an interest in learning about His cre-
ation, especially the human body and 
what God meant to go into the body.

At the very least keep this perspective 
in your everyday thoughts: God made 
man. God made food for man. Healthful 
food. Delicious food. Perfect food.

For additional information includ-
ing “Keys to a Healthy, Long Life,” 
please read our booklet Making Life 
Work.  UN

Don Hooser is the pastor of the Sedro-
Woolley, Washington, congregation.

You Are What You Eat
Eating is one of our most pleasurable activities, and God intended it to be 

so. His creation is filled with a wonderful variety of tasty, nourishing, healthful 
foods. However, the same appetites that add to life’s pleasure can, if misused, 
make us ill. Of all health practices and habits, diet is the area where we can help 
ourselves the most. 

A growing problem is the increasing consumption of junk food as a regular 
part of our diet. This is the result of eating out more often and serving ready-
made packaged foods at home.

Use of prepared foods gives us less control over what we eat, and many such 
foods are laden with fat and salt. Eating habits based on these foods “can bring 
with them heart disease, strokes and cancer, the so-called diseases of affluence 
that accompany the adoption of high-fat, low-exercise ‘Western lifestyles’” 
(Newsweek, June 1, 1998).

Such dietary practices also cause weight problems, a major contributor to seri-
ous health conditions such as cardiovascular disease and cancer. A low-fat diet 
has been shown to be the key to weight control, according to studies by Harvard 
Medical School and Stanford University School of Medicine.

According to the American Cancer Society, about one third of the 500,000 
cancer-related deaths in the United States each year are because of dietary fac-
tors. Once again, foods that are high in fat are a problem. High-fat diets have 
been linked with an elevation of cancer of the colon, rectum, prostate, endome-
trium and even the lungs. High levels of meat consumption may bring suscep-
tibility to colon cancer.

 Consuming a diet rich in fruits, vegetables, grains and beans can reduce the 
risk of cancer. These foods are all rich in fiber and low in fat. They also contain 
many beneficial vitamins and minerals.

The evidence for the benefits of eating a lot of fruits and vegetables is over-
whelming. “Scientists argue about many issues, but everybody agrees that 
increasing your intake of fruits and vegetables can help prevent heart disease, 
cancer and other chronic diseases” (University of California at Berkeley Well-
ness Letter, February 1995).

This sidebar is excerpted from “Keys to a Healthy, Long Life” in the booklet 
Making Life Work (online at www.ucg.org/booklets/LW/longlife.htm).
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■ The majestic eagle can 
teach us much about rising 
above the storms of life and 
preparing to soar.
by Randy Vild

Each of the birds God created is 
special, but to me the eagle is extraor-
dinary. It possesses great beauty as well 
as tremendous strength and skill. The 

eagle is also highly respected by man. 
For Americans, this bird is the symbol 
of our country. Its image is engraved on 
our national seal. 

And when we lay our eyes upon this 
creature we can’t help but be amazed. 
Its flight is nothing short of dramatic. 
Each of these great birds seems to just 
glide on the air with movements that are 
more elegant than a waltz.

But is there something we can learn 
from this majestic creature? 

Eagles in a Storm
Did you know that an eagle can 

detect when a storm is approaching 
long before it breaks? It will actually 
fly to some high spot and wait for the 
winds to come. When the storm hits, it 
sets its wings so that the wind will pick 
it up and lift it above the storm. 

Isn’t that remarkable? While the storm 
rages below, the eagle is soaring above. It 
does not escape the storm. It simply uses 
the storm to lift it higher. What an extra-

ordinary way to deal with adversity!
There is a wonderful lesson for God’s 

children to learn from the way an eagle 
approaches a storm. When the storms 
of life come upon us, we, too, can rise 
above them by setting our minds and 
our hearts toward God. We can allow 
God’s power to lift us above them. 

Furthermore, the storms (or trials) of 
life can actually help us in our walk of 
faith. This is because they build some-
thing in us that will be a part of our lives 
forever. Notice what Paul wrote: “For 
our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Corinthians 4:17).

We can use adversity for gain. We 
need to learn from trials—to grow from 
the experience and be made better (James 
1:2-3). Sometimes we should “escape” 
trials (1 Corinthians 10:13). Sometimes 
we should “flee” (Matthew 10:23). And 
at other times, trials are to be confronted 
and endured (2 Thessalonians 1:4; 2 
Timothy 4:5; Hebrews 12:7). We must 
face the things that challenge us and 
grow in virtue because of them.

God is looking for overcomers. And 
He has a wonderful promise for them. 
“To him who overcomes I will grant to 
sit with Me on My throne, as I also over-
came and sat down with My Father on 
His throne” (Revelation 3:21).

An Eagle’s Story
Faith in the Night Seasons by Chuck 

and Nancy Missler begins with a story 
about a wounded eaglet that was rescued 
by a kind farmer. He found the bird in 
one of his fields and so took him home, 
tended to his wounds and then placed 
him outside in the barnyard to recover.

Strangely enough, the young eaglet 
soon adapted to the habits of all the 
barnyard chickens. He learned to walk 
and cluck like them. He learned to drink 
from a trough and peck the dirt for food, 
and for many years he resigned himself 
to this new life on the ground.

But then one day, one of the farmer’s 
friends spotted the eagle and asked, 
“Why in the world is that bird acting 
like a chicken?” The farmer explained 

what had happened. Even so, the man 
could hardly accept the situation.

“It’s just not right,” said the friend. 
“The Creator made that bird to soar in 
the heavens, not scavenge in the barn-
yard!” So he picked up the unsuspect-
ing eagle, climbed onto a nearby fence 
post, and tossed him into the air. But the 
confused bird just fell back to earth and 
searched for his feathered friends.

Undaunted, the man then grabbed the 
eagle and climbed to the top of the barn. 
As he heaved him off the roof, the bird 
made a few halfhearted squawks and 
flaps before falling into a bale of hay. 
After shaking his head a few times, the 
eagle then made himself comfortable 
and began mindlessly pecking at straw.

The friend went home that night 
dejected, and could barely sleep as he 
remembered the sight of those power-
ful talons caked with barnyard mud. He 
couldn’t bear the thought, so the very 
next day, he headed back to the farm for 
another try. This time he carried the eagle 
to the top of a nearby mountain where the 
sky unfolded in a limitless horizon.

He looked into the eagle’s eyes and 
cried out, “Don’t you understand? You 
weren’t made to live like a chicken! 
Why would you want to stay down 
here when you were born for the sky?” 
As the man held the confused bird, he 
made sure the eagle was facing into the 
brilliant light of the setting sun. Then 
he powerfully heaved the bird into the 
sky, and this time the eagle opened his 
wings, looked at the sun, caught the 
updraft rising from the valley, and dis-
appeared into the clouds of heaven.

God’s children were born to fly. They 
were created by a loving God to soar. 
He has called them to live in the heights, 
yet too many have huddled together in 
the barnyard and become content and 
comfortable with crumbs.

Helen Keller once said, “One can 
never consent to creep when he feels an 
impulse to soar.” God’s people need to 
cultivate and exercise that impulse. If 
we do, we will one day soar like eagles 
(Isaiah 40:31).  UN

The author attends the Los Angeles, 
California, congregation.

To Soar Like Eagles!

Go to the Ant
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by Gregory Dullum

When I see Noah in the resurrection, 
I may ask him why he didn’t swat the 
last two flies and mosquitoes when he 
had the chance. 

But the ant is another story. True, ants 
are a nuisance in the house. But keep 
them outside where they belong and 
they’re fun to watch. Ants are fascinat-
ing. We can learn lessons from them.

“Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consid-
er her ways and be wise, which, having 
no captain, overseer or ruler, provides 
her supplies in the summer, and gath-
ers her food in the harvest. How long 
will you slumber, O sluggard? When 
will you rise from your sleep? A little 

sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of 
the hands to sleep—so shall your pov-
erty come on you like a robber, and your 
need like an armed man” (Proverbs 6:6-
8, emphasis added).

The Bible says ants are exceedingly 
wise: “There are four things which are 
little on the earth, but they are exceed-
ingly wise: The ants are a people not 
strong, yet they prepare their food in the 
summer” (Proverbs 30:24-25). 

If ants are so wise, what can they 
teach us?

Ants Work While They Can 
When it’s summertime, ants gather 

their food. A time is soon coming when 
they won’t be able to work.

As Christians, we need to follow this 
example. 

On a personal level, we must prepare 
ourselves for the return of Christ while 
there is still time (Revelation 19:7). As 
His Bride, we must become without 
spot and wrinkle, holy and without 
blemish (Ephesians 5:27). We must 
seek the Lord and repent of our sins 
while He may be found (Isaiah 55:6-7). 
A time is coming when the Lord will 
not be found. It will be too late.

On a Churchwide level, we must 
preach the gospel while we can (Mat-
thew 24:14). There is coming a famine 
of the Word (Amos 8:11). We have a job 
to do, and we must not be lazy about 
doing it.

Ants Don’t Live Alone 
Ants live in groups called “colonies.” 

Christians live in groups called “con-
gregations.” 

William Barclay, in his book Ambas-
sador for Christ, comments on this 
when discussing the apostle Paul’s first 
journey. He writes: “In each town there 
had arisen a Christian community. The 
Christian as soon as he was a Christian 
became a member of a fellowship, a 
congregation. The Christian life is not 
meant to be lived alone. It is always 
meant to be lived in a community. It 
would be difficult to practice the Chris-
tian virtues alone. Love, charity, the 
forgiving spirit, honesty, honour—all 
these are things to be lived out amidst 

a community of fellow Christians” and 
to be demonstrated to our neighbors as 
well (1975, pp. 90-91).

Ants Fight Common Enemies
Ants in a colony never quarrel among 

themselves, but they fight fiercely to 
protect their homes and their young 
from enemies.

This is the way we Christians should 
be! David wrote in Psalm 133:1: “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for breth-
ren to dwell together in unity.” 

Peter adds these instructions about 
life in our congregations: “Finally, all 
of you should be in agreement, under-
standing each other, loving each other 
as family, being kind and humble” (1 

Life Lessons From the Birds
by Sharon VanSchuyver

Recently, while reading a book 
by Christian psychologist Dr. James 
Dobson, I was introduced to a lesson 
that I won’t soon forget. Dr. Dobson 
was commenting on the pop psychol-
ogy parable from the 1970s, Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull, which subscribed 
to the theory of individuality and inde-
pendence, as well as the refusal to fol-
low the dictates of society. 

The book itself is not important to this 
article, but the lesson introduced by Dr. 
Dobson has replayed in my head many 
times over. He drew a parallel to the vir-
tues of Christian life, and how the “all 
about me” attitude really flies in the face 
of true Christianity. Choosing a life of 
“seagull-ism” could prove detrimental. 

Seagulls are selfish, even to the 
point of killing one another in order to 
further themselves. A seagull alone is 
as wondrous as any other bird, soar-
ing gracefully. However, the seagull 
becomes quite a different bird when 
in a group. Gulls will dive-bomb other 
seagulls, even kill them, just to steal 
a tiny morsel. Seagulls are fiercely 
competitive and jealous, maintaining a 
“look out for number one” mentality. 

This is comically illustrated in the 
children’s movie Finding Nemo, as the 
seagulls each shriek “Mine! Mine! Mine!” 
whenever they spot something they want.

However, according to author Philip 
Yancey, “If one were to tie a red ribbon 
around the leg of one gull, making him 
stand out, you sentence him to execu-

tion. The others in his flock will furi-
ously attack him with claws and beaks, 
hammering through feathers and flesh 
to draw blood. They’ll continue until he 
lies flattened in a bloody heap.” Mor-
bid, I know, but you get the picture.

On a lighter note, another bird 
reflects something more along the 
lines of behavior that we should strive 
to model. Geese do not typically fly 
individually, but tend to thrive in a 
flock. Geese fly in a V formation 
because it distributes the hardship of 
travel. The goose at the center point 
of the V has a greater challenge, as it 
meets the greatest wind resistance in 
flight; therefore, this position is rotated 
every few minutes so that the geese can 
fly long distances without rest. 

The easiest position is at the rear 
of the V. The stronger geese allow the 
young, weak or old birds to occupy 
these less arduous positions. If a goose 
becomes too tired or ill to continue, 
it is never abandoned. The bird will 
leave the flock, with the assistance of 
a healthier bird, and remain grounded 
until it can continue its flight. 

This social order greatly contrib-
utes to the survival and well-being of 
their flock. The “honking” of geese is 
believed to be the method of the strong 
encouraging the weaker birds to con-
tinue.

While I am not an authority on 
birds, the parallels drawn here do 
bring to light the logical consequences 
of working independently as opposed 

to working together toward a common 
goal. The seagull’s selfishness is not 
characteristic of God’s way. Instead, 
we are to work together, as a family, 
taking care of those who are weak.

We need to let our light shine to 
those around us by exhibiting the fruits 
of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control (Galatians 
5:22-23). Nowhere among these fruits 
is there room for self-serving behavior 
(Philippians 2:3-4).

These reminders may sound sim-
plistic, but because they typically go 
against our own human nature, they 
are sometimes very difficult to put into 
practice. But each time we are success-
ful, it becomes easier to repeat.

Life’s journey can, at times, seem 
very long and difficult. When we see 
someone wavering, we should offer 
encouragement. We should take our 
turn in assisting when the young, the 
weak or the old are no longer able to 
bear the most arduous tasks alone. 

When we see those who could use a 
break, we can offer our strength to carry 
their burden for a while. When some-
one in our flock is ill, weary or down-
trodden, we should stay with him until 
his strength is restored, and he is once 
again able to continue. These are all ele-
ments that enable a flock of geese—or 
people—to remain strong.  UN

Excerpted from the Houston North, 
Texas, congregation’s newsletter, The 
Quarterly.
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■ The serpent plays a part 
in many cultural traditions 
around the world. But unlike 
Genesis 3, in many of the 
traditions the snake is the hero 
instead of the villain! That’s 
exactly what Satan would like 
for people to believe!
by Don Hooser

In all the past and present cultures 
of the world, what animal would you 
think has been worshipped more than 
any other? Snakes (serpents)! And 
many of the stories about the revered 
snakes have been intertwined—figura-
tively and literally—with trees, wom-
en, paradise and coming to knowledge. 
Ring a bell?

The Aug. 19, 2006, issue of World 
Magazine had an article titled “Snakes 
on the Brain.” The author, Marvin Olas-
ky, points out many examples of rever-
ence for snakes and what they suppos-
edly represent.

The picture that may come to your 
mind is that of an Asian person squat-
ting in front of a cobra praying or play-
ing recorder or flute. But the worship 
of snakes and snake-gods has not been 
limited to the eastern hemisphere. The 
Toltecs, Mayans and Aztecs worshipped 
a “feathered serpent.”

People who don’t respect the Bible 
may say that these many traditions indi-
cate that the story in Genesis 3 is just 
another variation of a fictional fable. 
But when there are similar traditions in 
many religions, it is much more logical 
to conclude that real historical events 
are the basis for these stories. It is not 
reasonable to conclude these are coin-
cidences or far-flung cultures deciding 
to imitate one another.

Almost all the traditions are a little 
different, and some of them differ 
greatly from Genesis 3, but the special 
significance of serpents in virtually 
every country of the ancient world is 
amazing. We all know how stories get 
increasingly distorted as they are passed 
from person to person or from genera-
tion to generation.

The greatest perversion of the truth is 
that in many of the traditions, the snake 
is the hero instead of the villain! That’s 
exactly what Satan would like for peo-
ple to believe! It is reminiscent of the 
excitement over the recently discovered 
gnostic Gospel of Judas, in which Judas 
Iscariot is portrayed as a hero instead of 
a betrayer. Human nature is so contrary 
that people want to believe almost any-
thing except the Bible!

All over the world, one can see myr-
iad paintings and sculptures of snakes, 
sometimes with crowns. In many 
of the traditions, the snake is associ-
ated with immortal life (“you will not 
surely die”). Snakes periodically shed 
their skin, and some have associated 
that with casting off their mortality and 
being born again.

China and other cultures have empha-
sized “dragons.” It makes us wonder if 
Satan once looked like a dragon with 
legs before God cursed the serpent and 
said, “On your belly you shall go, and 
you shall eat dust all the days of your 
life” (Genesis 3:14).

Some people worship Satan directly 
and some people worship snakes. Peo-
ple have worshipped and do worship 
many different things. Satan is satisfied 
as long as people worship anyone or 
anything other than the true God. 

Satan is a master of deception and dis-
guises. He “deceives the whole world” 
(Revelation 12:9). “The whole world 
lies under the sway of the wicked one” 
(1 John 5:19). We must not be “ignorant 
of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). 

Of course, Satan would not be such 
an effective deceiver if he always 
looked like a snake. In fact, he is ter-
ribly deceptive because he “transforms 
himself into an angel of light” (2 Corin-
thians 11:14). 

Therefore, “put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil” (Ephe-
sians 6:11). “Resist the devil and he 
will flee from you” (James 4:7). The 
next verse tells us the primary way we 
resist the devil: “Draw near to God and 
He will draw near to you.”

The ultimate solution will be the 
return of Jesus Christ when He will 
replace Satan as the ruler of this world. 

May that day come 
soon!

Every autumn we 
observe the Day of 
Atonement. One of 
the things it foretells is how Satan and 
the demons will one day be bound so 
they can no longer influence, deceive or 
tempt anyone (Revelation 20:1-3). This 

will take place shortly after Jesus Christ 
returns to the earth (Revelation 19).

To read more about this, please 
download or request our free booklet, 

Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter 
Which Days We Keep?  UN

The author is pastor of the Sedro-
Woolley, Washington, congregation.

Snakes, Serpents and Satan

Peter 3:8, New Century Version). 
We should not fight among ourselves, 

yet we must come together to fight our 
common enemy. Who is our enemy? 
Peter tells us: “Control yourselves and 
be careful! The devil, your enemy, goes 
around like a roaring lion, looking for 
someone to eat. Refuse to give in to 
him, by standing strong in your faith. 
You know that your Christian family all 
over the world is having the same kinds 
of suffering” (1 Peter 5:8-9, NCV).

Ephesians 6:12-13 adds: “Our fight is 
not against people on earth but against 
the rulers and authorities and the powers 
of this world’s darkness, against spiritu-
al powers of evil in the heavenly world. 
That is why you need to put on God’s 
full armor. Then on the day of evil, you 
will be able to stand strong. And when 
you have finished the whole fight, you 
will still be standing” (NCV).

Ants Share Food and Work
Here’s another aspect of life in a 

colony: Ants share their food and their 
work. Ants could not live in any other 
way.

We in the Church are like this. We 
share our physical food as guests in 
each others’ homes, going out together 
to restaurants and at Church potlucks 
and picnics.

Every spring, all baptized members 
in the Body of Christ come together 
to share bread and wine in a Passover 
service. The following night we get 
together in various locations to share 
a meal and fellowship on the Night to 
Be Much Observed. During most Holy 
Days, and especially during the Feast of 
Tabernacles, we get together for fellow-
ship and meals. This is a continuation of 
the way the Church began (Acts 2:42).

We also share physical work when 

we set up and clean up at services, vol-
unteer for fund-raisers and Good Works 
projects and serve in other capacities.

But more importantly, we share our 
spiritual work. Our combined tithes and 
offerings help the Church preach the 
gospel. We could not preach the gospel 
as effectively if we each tried to do it on 
our own. We also help put brochures in 
stores and put telecasts on cable-access 
television stations. 

What about spiritual food? How do 
we share that? Through writing, preach-
ing and fellowship.

How do ants share their food?
The abdomen of the ant contains two 

stomachs. One stomach holds the food 
the ant eats for its own use. The other is 
called the social stomach. It is used for 
storing food that is to be shared with the 
other ants in the nest. The social stomach 
is usually much larger than the other.

We don’t share our physical food this 
way, but we can share our spiritual food 
this way! When we study, some things 
are studied for personal gain. But other 
things can be shared with others. A few 
get the opportunity to do this in a formal 
way by preaching. But we all have the 
opportunity to share spiritual food with 
each other when we fellowship. 

Throughout the week, look for some 
spiritual food to share with the brethren. 
Maybe a point in a GN article sticks in 
your mind. Maybe you can tell how God 
blessed you this week or intervened in 
your life. Maybe in your Bible reading 
you have a question that you can’t find 
an answer to and it could spark an inter-
esting, spiritual discussion at church. 

If everyone came to services with just 
one item of spiritual food and we shared 
it with each other, we would all come 
away more spiritually filled. 

We need to be careful not to spread 
heresy, false doctrine or things that 
could hurt Church unity (that would not 
be food but spiritual poison). We should 
strive to build up the Body of Christ.

If you’re having problems, you can 
bring them to church and have people 
pray about them (James 5:16).

If you have been blessed one week, 
share the story to encourage others 
(Proverbs 15:30; 25:25). 

Ants Have Long Lives
Adult ants, for insects, have surpris-

ingly long lives. Ordinary worker ants 
live from three to six years while queens 
may live up to 15 years. 

We have a long life prepared for us, 
if we live God’s way. It’s called eternal 
life. It will go on forever.  UN

The author attends the Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, congregation.

Lessons of the Snake and Toad
by Gary Jacques

It was a beautiful summer day. Not 
too hot and not too cool. A perfect day 
just made for mowing the lawn. I had 
been mowing for about an hour when 
I noticed a toad directly in my path. I 
stopped walking and waited for the toad 
to get out of the way of the noisy gas-
eating monster I was pushing. 

It took a few moments to realize he 
wasn’t fleeing. Then I realized he was 
only half there. The other half was in a 
snake that was in the process of swal-
lowing him. As I studied his situation, 
he looked back at me as if pleading for 
help. Oh boy! I thought. You have really 
gotten yourself into a pickle. Why didn’t 
you jump when you had the chance? 
There was another set of eyes pleading 
with me not to take his lunch. 

I considered and decided to try to 
save the toad. I tried a number of things, 
but poking the snake in the eyes worked 
the best. The snake let go of his grip 
and “unswallowed” the toad. The toad 
didn’t really move; the snake backed 
away. That was when I saw Mr. Toad 
had struggled so hard that he had broken 
one of his powerful legs.

I have considered that snake and toad 
many times. It seems that there are so 
many lessons in it—especially when we 
consider that Satan is called a serpent, 
and we are his prey.

Lesson #1: Our struggling cannot 
save us. It only helps Satan swallow us.

The snake’s devious method of 
swallowing its prey starts with sinking 
its fangs into Mr. Toad. Mr. Toad tries 
to get away by moving his powerful 
legs. The fangs prevent Mr. Toad’s legs 

from moving away from the snake, so 
Mr. Toad’s legs are forced deeper into 
the snake. Each time Mr. Toad tries to 
move, the result is to go deeper and 
deeper into the mouth of the snake.

At the point the snake gets its fangs 
into the toad, the toad is dead. It doesn’t 
matter how long it is before the toad 
actually ceases to live.

What sort of fangs does Satan try to 
sink into us?

Maybe something in the Church 
appears to be wrong. Maybe the Church 
seems to have wrong priorities or there 
is a better way of doing something. 
Maybe someone has hurt our feelings.

Maybe it’s difficulties with family, 
people at work or neighbors. Maybe 
we have been unjustly accused or the 
victim of false rumors. Maybe it is our 
own inability to overcome.

So Satan sinks his fangs into us. We 
are inundated by “difficulties.” What is 
our response? Isn’t it to take the nor-
mal, natural actions that life has prepro-
grammed into us? Why do we do this? 
Because we think they work. When 
they don’t work, what do we do? We 
try harder. And harder. And harder. And 
. . . remember Mr. Toad?

It is important we understand that when 
Satan attacks, our ways can’t save us. We 
need God’s help, as Simon Peter did (Luke 
22:31-32). How quickly do we seek the 
help of God? Or do we keep trying our 
own way until we break our own legs?

Lesson #2: God’s action is required 
to save us from Satan and his wiles.

I kept poking the snake in the eyes 
until the snake wanted to get away 
from me more than he wanted that 
toad. God will do the same for us.

So what is the process to secure 
God’s rescue? “Therefore submit to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you” (James 4:7).

Step 1 is “submit” to God. We go to 
God in prayer and humbly ask for His 
help. We need God’s protection from 
all of Satan’s tricks and wiles. We need 
God’s help to open our minds so we can 
see ourselves as God sees us and to see 
the situation we face as God sees it.

We need to search the Scriptures to 
educate ourselves to the mind of God on 
the subject and related topics.

Step 2 is “resist the devil.” To resist, 
we put God’s way of life into action 
in our lives. We have to work to make 
our thoughts and actions come into line 
with what we have been proving in the 
Scriptures is God’s thinking on the sub-
ject. We need to try to do it happily and 
with zeal.

Step 3 is stick with it. God’s way is to 
be practiced always, not just when the 
“difficulties” are upon us. 

Lesson #3: When we see a brother 
or sister struggling, we need to pray for 
him or her.

Jesus Christ set us an example of 
praying for other Church members 
under attack by Satan when He prayed 
for the apostle Peter (Luke 22:31-32). 
Is it an important part of our daily 
prayer?

Let’s not forget the lessons of the 
snake and the toad. God will give us 
the victory if we seek His help, study 
His Word, put what God leads us to into 
action and remember to pray for each 
other.  UN

The author attends the Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, congregation.
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A Little Tent Talk
When Jan and I were first married, we went 

camping four or five 
times. After several 
days of living in a tent, 
we were always ready 
to break camp and go 
home to enjoy the luxu-
ries of a hot shower, 
clean clothes and a roof 
over our heads. We were 
truly happy camp break-
ers. No withdrawals; 
no need to attend any 
meetings of “Campers 
Anonymous.” We like to 
camp inside dwellings 
with doorknobs.

Referring to his imminent death, the apostle 
Paul, wrote, “The time of my departure is at 
hand” (2 Timothy 4:6). He chose a very interest-
ing word here, because in the original language, 
the word departure could also be described as 
breaking camp.

This can help us remember that when our 
death comes, our tent, also known as our body, 
will be laid aside when our spirit is stored with 
God while we sleep for a moment. As Paul said 
in 2 Corinthians 5:1, “For we know that if our 
earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have 
a building from God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.”

The word departure Paul used could also be 
translated, “to be released from shackles.” It is 

the picture of a prisoner who was bound, but 
his shackles are being released. What a sight—
what a relief!

Lastly, the word departure in the original lan-
guage also describes a boat being untied from 
its moorings. So Paul was saying, “It’s time to 
set sail. It’s time to be freed from the shack-
les. It’s time to break camp. It is good news, 
because after a twinkle nap (‘in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye,’ 1 Corinthians 15:52), I 
am going to a better location when the trumpet 

sounds.”
This “departure” is a part 

of life, not the conclusion of 
it. It is a beginning, not some-
thing to be feared. It is not an 
ending, but it brings us to the 
verge of a joyous new begin-
ning.

Stuart Segall
Pastor of the Crescent 

City, Eureka and Red Bluff, 
California, congregations

I’m Not 
Married—Is 

There Something 
Wrong With Me?

“My mate hasn’t been called—is there some-
thing wrong with me?” “I’m married but can’t 
have children—is there something wrong with 
me?” “I was married but my mate died—is 
there something wrong with me?”

No one goes through life without trials. And 
being single can indeed be a trial. But so is poor 
health, being childless, losing a mate, being out 
of work, bearing a handicapped child, etc. So 
unless you are also going to look at others with 
various trials and ask if there’s “something 

wrong” with them, you shouldn’t look at your-
self as single as being any different or having 
any greater trial than they do. Paul was talk-
ing to those in the Church when he said, “No 
temptation [trial] has overtaken you except such 
as is common to man…” (1 Corinthians 10:13, 
emphasis added).

While a good marriage is wonderful and to 
be desired, being single is definitely superior to 
being in a bad marriage. The heart-wrenching 
anguish of being married to someone who is 
totally incompatible to you, abusive, immature 
or selfish is so much worse than being single 
that there is no comparison! You think it’s a trial 
being single? Try being married to the wrong 
person! 

God promotes marriage, but He neither prom-
ises that all will be married nor that all marriag-
es will be happy. He wants us to have children, 
but He neither promises that all marriage unions 
will have them nor that all babies will be born 
perfect. He heals and blesses and protects, but 
He doesn’t promise that we’ll never suffer. 

Being single may be a trial—but it’s not a 
disgrace!

Carol Taylor
Los Angeles, California, congregation

When You’re Kicked 
Down, Get Back Up! 

Did you know a baby giraffe can fall more 
than six feet from its mother’s womb and that 
it usually lands on its back? Ouch! Within sec-
onds it rolls over and tucks its legs under its 
body. From the shadow of its mother it consid-
ers the world for the first time. Then, as if it 
were not enough to fall so far when born, the 
mother giraffe rudely introduces her offspring 
to the reality of life. 

In his book, A New View From the Zoo, Gary 
Richmond describes how a newborn giraffe 
learns its first lesson. The mother giraffe low-

ers her head to take a quick look. Then she posi-
tions herself directly over her calf. She waits 
for about a minute, and then she does “the most 
unreasonable thing,” as Mr. Richmond put it. 
She swings her long leg outward and kicks 
her baby, so that it is sent sprawling head over 
heels. 

If it doesn’t get up, the violent process is 
repeated over and over again. The struggle to 
rise is monumental. As the baby calf grows 
tired, the mother kicks it again to stimulate its 
efforts. Finally, the calf stands for the first time 
on its wobbly legs. 

Then the mother giraffe does a remarkable 
thing. She kicks it off its feet again! Why? Ani-
mal keeper Jack Badal explains, “She wants it 
to remember how it got up.” In the wild, baby 
giraffes must be able to get up as quickly as pos-
sible to stay with the herd where there is safety. 
Lions, hyenas and leopards all enjoy eating 
young giraffes, and they’d get to, if the mother 
didn’t teach her calf to get up quickly. 

So how well do we get back up when life 
knocks us down, as it does from time to time? 
Sometimes struggles are exactly what we need 
in our lives. If God allowed us to go through our 
lives without any obstacles, it would cripple us. 
We would not be as strong as we could have 
been. 

The apostle Peter described the value of tri-
als: “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for 
a little while, if need be, you have been grieved 
by various trials, that the genuineness of your 
faith being much more precious than gold that 
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be 
found to praise, honor, and glory at the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7). 

“A righteous man falls seven times and 
rises again” (Proverbs 24:16, emphasis added 
throughout). Paul said we must through much 
tribulation enter into the Kingdom of God (Acts 
14:21-22). “If we hold the beginning of our 
confidence steadfast to the end,” then we shall 
obtain the reward (Hebrews 3:14).

So when we are kicked down, we must with 
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Children’s Corner
Coded Proverbs About Speech
Use the code at the bottom to decode these important messages from 

Proverbs about what we say. The chapter and verse are after each one.

_   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ (15:1)
 1     19 15  6  20   1  14 19  23  5 18     20 21 18 14 19    1  23  1  25    23 18  1  20  8

_   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (11:13)
 1      20  1 12   5   2   5   1  18  5  18     18   5  22  5  1  12  19    19   5   3  18  5  20 19

_ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
12  25  9  14  7       12  9  16  19      1   18  5       1   14      1   2   15  13  9  14  1   20   9  15 14

_ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ (12:22)
20 15      20  8   5       12 15 18   4

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _  
16 12   5   1  19   1  14  20     23 15  18  4  19       1  18   5      12   9  11   5      1

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (16:24)
 8  15  14  5  25   3  15  13  2

_ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _
12  5   20      1  14  15  20  8   5  18      13  1  14      16 18   1   9   19  5      25  15 21

_ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ (27:2)
 1  14   4     14  15  20     25 15  21 18     15  23  14     13 15  21  20  8

John McClain, Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

Turning the Hearts . . . 
The Movie Your Children See Daily!

Did you know that we are movie stars? Each parent is a star in the 
movie his or her children see every day. That’s right. 

You see, our children are very impressionable. And repetition is said 
to be the best teacher. Daily, our children see a movie on parenting, 
family relations, husband-wife relationships, friendships, how to have a 
relationship with God, courtesy, communications, handling problems, 
dealing with addictions, sharing and a host of other topics found in nor-
mal and not-so-normal families.

I have watched snippets of certain movies many times, but not daily. 
I can, by having seen various portions several times, repeat almost verbatim the lines from some 
particular scenes. 

Think of what our children see and experience daily from the home movie they see and the impact 
it has upon them. Our children see how to be a parent. Our children see how to be a husband or wife. 
Our children see how to treat others. They experience the art of sharing or greed. They learn how to 
solve problems or run from them. They learn what good or poor communication habits are. They 
learn how to deal with alcohol and possibly other addictive substances. And more importantly, they 
see how the “stars” build and maintain a relationship with the God of the universe.

Often in counseling, a person has certain habits that he or she cannot understand. After discus-
sion, we realize that he or she learned those behaviors in the home—and often by merely seeing an 
example of that behavior every day for 18 or 20 years. Once the person realizes where that habit 
came from, he or she is able to change the script.

No wonder our examples are so important (Matthew 5:16). Paul wrote to Titus (2:1-8) about the 
need for the older and younger members to be setting the proper examples for the Church fam-
ily— “in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works” (verse 7). Paul speaks of being 
temperate, watching our words, having proper husband-wife relationships, being solid spiritually, 
loving and patient. Why? So that others may be benefited by our examples.

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences may not give us an Oscar for our performances, 
but Jesus Christ wants to say to us: “Come you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 25:34). And, in 2 Timothy 4:8 we read, “Finally, 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to 
me on that Day.” That is the great award we will receive if we fulfill our roles in a godly manner. 

In addition, our children will learn from our home movie the skills, behaviors and examples by 
which to live happy, successful, godly lives. Bring on the popcorn!

Gary E. Antion

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
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the help of Christ get back up. With each time 
we will, just like the baby giraffe, become stron-
ger and attain our reward in 
the end.

Janet Treadway
Cincinnati East, Ohio, 

congregation

The Military 
Meaning of 
the Term to 
Stand

“Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand” (Ephesians 
6:13, emphasis added throughout). Just what is 
Paul getting at when he says, “to stand”? 

In the Greek language, the word he used was 
histemi. Its uses include, “1)… b) to make firm, 
fix, establish 1) to cause a person or a thing to 
keep his or its place 2) to stand, be kept intact 
(of family, a kingdom), to escape in safety 3) to 
establish a thing, cause it to stand a) to uphold 
or sustain the authority or force of anything…” 
(http://cf.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexi-
con.cfm?strongs=G2476).

The earlier term that Paul used, withstand, 
was translated from the Greek word anthiste-
mi, which means to withstand the attacks of an 
enemy. The connotations provided here have all 
the trappings of a military stand. How are we 
to understand this principle of “standing”? It 
basically means to stand up to your enemy and 
come out victorious. It means to not be defeated 
by the enemy. 

For example, the American military made a 
major stand against the Japanese at Guadalca-
nal, and that stopped the momentum that the 
Japanese Empire had in World War II, marking 
the beginning of the end of the struggle with 
Japan—even though hostilities would continue 
a little while longer. 

In war there are many battles. However, with-
out an effective and successful stand against the 
enemy, there can be no victory. As the apos-
tle Paul said, having done all, we must stand 
(Ephesians 6:10-13)! 

Many Americans died at Guadalcanal, but 
their sacrifice brought them a major victory—
and ended Japanese advances.

We must support one another in this great 
struggle for eternity, even if we must physical-
ly die, for we know that God, beyond human 
death, will greatly reward those who make the 
great sacrifice in this war. We must understand 
that ours is a collective battle requiring all of the 
members of the Body of Christ to do their part 
in the great commission that Christ has given 
us to do. We must support one another in this 
struggle. Pray for the unity of God’s Church. 
Let’s use God’s power to make our stand!

Derrick Smith
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

Lessons From the 
Canna Lilies

Canna lilies are taller; calla lilies are shorter. 
Both produce incredible blossoms that today 
are here and tomorrow are cast upon the com-
post pile.

In fact, in our subtropical neighborhood of 
San Carlos, California, about 10 miles east of 
downtown San Diego, one home’s canna lilies 
produced—multiplied—so prodigiously that 

the owners had to uproot several feet of pro-
ductive rhizomes just so their garden wouldn’t 

be all cannas.
They placed them on the 

parkway across the street 
at an entrance to a hiking 
trail where anyone could 
see them and wrote a sign 
that said, “Help yourself” or 
“Free,” I forget which.

I saw them while walk-
ing the dog and after get-
ting home, I drove back and 
picked up the ones that were 
left.

We planted them last win-
ter next to a fence that we 
wanted to cover, and this 
spring we watched them 
stretch for the sky, turn green, 
bud, blossom and entirely fill 

our faces with red-flecked bright yellow flowers 
and a few “hazard” orange blooms.

They gave away those roots—how very gen-
erous, I thought.

Then I had another thought: God designed 
those magnificent colors in filigreed petals 
to—to do what?

They didn’t evolve for any practical purpose. 
They didn’t evolve at all. They were created to 
show and establish, beyond any human doubt, 
that God creates beautifully and shares that cre-
ation with us!

My neighbor was generous, but God is much 
more abundantly generous! Everything good 
that we can marvel at and enjoy comes from 
God—with love.

Let’s thank and acknowledge Him.
Skip Miller

An elder in the San Diego, California, con-
gregation

The Much-Anticipated 
Harvest

There is such joy and gratitude in picking a 
red, ripe, juicy tomato from the plant, a refresh-
ing, crisp cucumber from the vine or a beauti-
ful, fragrant rose from the bush growing in your 
own garden! 

Hopefully, our work in preparing, planting 
and maintaining our physical and spiritual gar-
dens has been very rewarding. The summer 
and autumn have all too quickly ticked away, 
which unfortunately means that we in the north-
ern hemisphere have had our last pickings and 
harvest.

The Feast of Pentecost reminded us that we 
ourselves are firstfruits (Romans 8:23), that we 
also have God’s Holy Spirit flowing through us 
(Romans 8:14-16). 

The Feast of Trumpets reminded us of 
Christ’s glorious return and the first resurrec-
tion—God’s first harvest (James 1:17-18; 5:7-
8; Revelation 20:6; 1 Peter 5:4).

Considering this great harvest that God has 
opened our minds to, let’s 
ask a question of ourselves. 
How is the quality of my 
spiritual harvest? We have 
all been given many oppor-
tunities for growth. Prayer-
fully seek God’s direction 
and make a list of items that 
you have worked on that 
you, through God’s help, 
have grown in (James 3:17-
18; Psalm 63:1-7). 

Praise Him and thank 
Him for working in you, for knowing you and 
remembering you. Thank the Overseer of the 

entire universe for making you a priority. Truly 
take the time to give Him the glory, for with-
out Him we are nothing (Colossians 1:17; John 
15:5).

What a true blessing it is to see fruits of prog-
ress (Galatians 6:8; Philippians 1:6, 11)! Of 
course we aren’t perfect, but we can be in a deep 
attitude of gratitude for what He has worked in 
us. Without Him we can do nothing (Colossians 
1:12-13). We are reminded in Philippians 4:17 
that God desires fruit of us. We are but a small 
branch on the vine of Christ (John 15:4).

Now, let’s make another list of items that we 
would like to continue to grow in (Philippians 
4:9). With prayer, Bible study and meditation, 
we can decide what fruits we need to continue 
to focus on. We must not allow ourselves to 
become dormant (Philippians 3:13-14). Just 
as the winter wheat will be growing under the 
snow, we too can continue our growth, right to 
the spring Passover, so that we can also share in 
the crown of righteousness Paul looked forward 
to (2 Timothy 4:7-8).

Tina Rupp
Youngstown, Ohio, congregation

House Rules
As I was straightening and picking up around 

the house, I thought about house rules. One of 
ours is “pick up after yourself.” This is gener-
ally kept, but not always. When it is not kept, it 
causes disruption and sometimes anger. That is 
not a happy home. 

Every abode—whether a castle or one room—
has what are known as house rules. Some house 
rules are many and strict; some, few and simple; 
and others, in-between. They are all necessary 
to keep the abode and its occupants from creat-
ing disharmony and unhappiness.

House rules often carry over from one abode 
to another. Children after leaving home often 
find themselves using the same house rules 
their parents used, even if they did not like them 
then. Businesses have house rules that must be 
followed or there is disruption and sometimes 
dismissal. 

The Bible tells us of God’s house rules. In 
the beginning God prepared an abode on earth 
in anticipation that two future children of His 
would occupy it. It was spacious, and had 
everything that would be needed for them to 
live, grow and enjoy their lives. 

But Adam and Eve were given one specific 
house rule. Do not eat the fruit from the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. That rule was 
broken and the occupants were cast out to lives 
of disharmony and unhappiness, until it got so 
unbearable at the time of Noah that humanity’s 
earthly abode had to be destroyed.

To preserve the human race, God had another 
abode built—an ark. The eight residents of the 
ark also had house rules. They were to eat only 
clean foods as designated by God, and to obey 
God in righteousness. After the Flood again the 
rules were not followed and disharmony and 
unhappiness prevailed.

God later prepared a land flowing 
with milk and honey and promised 
that a selected nation would occupy 
it. They were taught God’s 10 main 
house rules, the Ten Command-
ments, along with various other 
rules. Did they obey them? No! 
Thereafter disharmony ruled and 
unhappiness reigned. 

Jesus Christ is now preparing 
abodes to be occupied in the future 
by the elect saints (John 14:2-4). 
These occupants will be carefully 

selected for their willingness to keep the spiri-
tual house rules, thereby living forever in har-

mony and complete happiness with God the 
Father and Jesus Christ, His Son.

If anyone will not abide by God’s 10 house 
rules now, he or she will not enter God’s King-
dom (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Revelation 21:8; 
Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 
3:5; and Isaiah 66:15-17).

Are you willing to follow Jesus by keeping 
the house rules now, and any others there will 
be in the Kingdom? If the answer is “Yes,” you 
will be able to reside happily in the abodes of 
God’s Kingdom forever. 

Thanks be to God!
Phyllis Newton

Eau Claire, Wisconsin, congregation

Look Upward and 
Outward

As we go through life’s trials and tribulations, 
we can easily fall prey to discouragement. When 
you find yourself focusing inward—wrapped 
up in your own troubles—you can fight back by 
turning your eyes upward to God and outward 
toward your neighbor. We are commanded to 
love God and to love our neighbor (Matthew 
22:36-40).

We love God because He first loved us (1 John 
4:19). God chose to love us when we were still 
His enemies (Romans 5:8). It is God’s pleasure 
to give us the Kingdom (Luke 12:32). His love 
for us is not conditioned on our performance. 
It is not based on how we feel about ourselves. 
God simply chooses to love us. 

He has promised that He will never leave 
us (Hebrews 13:5) and that He will finish the 
work He has started in us (Philippians 1:6). 
When you are feeling discouraged, think 
about God’s promises, His Kingdom and the 
love He chooses to have toward all of us. Look 
upward!

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 Paul reassures us that 
the trials we face are not unique, and that God 
will see us through them. The fact that so many 
other people face similar issues means that 
there are people out there who will understand 
our trials—and it means that God can use our 
experience to help others. 

We can fight the inward focus of discourage-
ment by reaching out to others—looking out-
ward. Learning how to comfort others is part of 
the purpose of trials:

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 
all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribula-
tion, that we may be able to comfort those who 
are in any trouble, with the comfort with which 
we ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Corin-
thians 1:3-4).

Focus on the positive. Focus on God’s love, 
God’s Kingdom and the needs of God’s peo-
ple.

“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good report, 
if there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things” (Phi-
lippians 4:8).

Jay Turner
San Jose, California, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you 
would like to share? Please send them to your 
local pastor and ask him to forward them to 
United News at the home office. Guidelines 
available on request (mike_bennett@ucg.org).
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Dallas Millennium 
Photo Contest: A 
Picture Is Worth a 
Thousand Years 

Every year at the Feast we hear 
messages about “picturing the future”  
(Hebrews 11:13).

While God’s Word and the proph-

ecies of the Millennium give us the 
understanding of that incredible 
future, sometimes a picture taken 
while at the Feast of Tabernacles 
can also give us a “snapshot” and 
reminder of what that time will be 
like. That was the theme of the Mil-
lennium Photo Contest held at the 
fourth annual Dallas, Texas, UCG 
post-Feast social on Nov. 3.

Members from the congregation 
shared digital pictures in big-screen pro-
jection from the Feast sites they attended 
around the United States and the world. 
A potluck meal and fellowship were 
the background for this annual social—
topped off by a review of stunning and 
inspiring photos that many members 
took that they felt captured the spirit and 
vision of the Millennium.  

Many inspiring pictures were entered 
in the contest; however, after much 
deliberation, judges chose the picture 
submitted by Rick and Diane Bennis.

Mr. Bennis said of this photograph: 
“What I liked about this moment in 
time was that it reminded me that in 
the Kingdom there will be no need for 
light from the sun, that the glory of God 
will be the light. To me this particular 
sunrise moment depicted God’s glory 
because the light beams were reaching 
up to the heavens as dawn broke forth. 
It made me think of the possibility that 
in the Kingdom when people looked 
from a distance toward Jerusalem, this 
might be what they see as the light of 
God’s glory rises up from the city.”

The second place photo was award-
ed to Bruce Benedict. All in all, the 
reviewing of these wonderful pictures 
helped all in attendance to maintain 
the vision of the wonderful Millen-
nium ahead for all of mankind.

Becky Horchak

ABC Seminar Held 
in Chicago

The “Windy City” was the host for 
an ABC Continuing Education event 
over the weekend of Oct. 27 and 28. 
Cincinnati visitors Jim Franks (Min-
isterial Services operation manager) 

and Ralph Levy (ABC instructor) 
presented split sermons on the Sab-
bath and 10 classes, representing a 
sample of Ambassador Bible Center. 

Services began at 10:30 in the Hin-
sdale Community House, with about 
140 present, including several out-of-
state visitors. Dr. Levy gave the first 
split sermon on “Spiritual Memory,” 
and Mr. Franks gave the second, titled 
“Seize the Vision.” 

After a delicious potluck lunch, 
classes started at 2 Sabbath afternoon. 
Mr. Franks presented “Introduction 
to Doctrine: How Did We Get Our 20 
Fundamental Beliefs?” “Understand-
ing the Plurality of God,” “Under-
standing the Divinity of Christ” and 
“The Sabbatarians of New England.” 
Dr. Levy presented “The Covenants: 
Which Laws Are in Effect Today?”

A total of 10 classes were present-
ed, concluding on Sunday at 3:30 
p.m. In all, 89 people attended at 
least one session, and 40 completed 
the entire 10 hours. 

Awards were given to the youngest 
participant, 11-year-old Kurt Hewitt; 
the “most senior,” Ted Efimov; and the 
longest baptized, Sylvia Efimov, who 
edged out her husband by just a few 
seconds, having been baptized on the 
same day in July 1958! The last award 
went to Robert and Jane Barbeau, for 
having traveled the longest distance.  

Ralph Levy

Charlotte Brethren 
Ride Great Smoky 
Mountain Railroad

Blue skies and autumn colors 
painted a perfect scene as 19 breth-
ren from the Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, congregation climbed aboard the 

Great Smoky Mountain Railroad in 
historic Bryson City on Oct. 21. Prior 
to boarding, the group enjoyed touring 
the railroad museum with model trains 
and interactive children’s exhibits. 

We then climbed onto our private 
caboose to travel along the Tuckas-
egee River into the Nantahala Gorge. 
Spectacular views of scenery and 
plenty of fellowship combined to 
make the 4½-hour, 44-mile round trip 
a memorable one. 

One remarkable part of the trip was 
crossing the Fontana Lake Trestle and 
viewing the lake, which is now 14 
feet below normal because of drought 
conditions in the area. The layers of 
bare rock and the diminished blue 
lake sparked conversations about 
today’s conditions. 

We enjoyed eating together beside the 
Nantahala River on a one-hour layover, 
before reboarding. Our own Madalene 
Taylor climbed into the engine car to 
signal the whistle for the return trip. 

As we disembarked and gathered 
for our picture, the smiles on the fac-
es of everyone from age 3 to over 73 
showed that we all had a great time!

Marti Springer

Oregon Young 
Adults Clean Road

On the weekend of Aug. 24 to 26, 

young adults from 
all over Oregon 
gathered together in 
Bend for Bible stud-
ies, fellowship and a 
service project. 

The energetic 
team of trash col-
lectors removed 2 
tons of debris from 
a Forest Service 
gravel pit and sur-
rounding roads.

Sabrina Koester

Three North 
Carolina 
Congregations 
Meet for Sabbath 
and Supper

The Sabbath of Nov. 3 was a very 
special Sabbath for the congrega-
tions of Asheville, Hickory and 

Greensboro, North Carolina. These 
three sister congregations, served 
by Ron Kelley and his wife, Nancy, 
combined in Hickory for Sabbath 
services and an evening of food, fun 
and fellowship. Since it’s such a large 
circuit, some people on the far ends 
of each of the areas had to travel as 
far as three hours to reach our central 

location in Hickory.
After Sabbath ser-

vices, we had a fabulous 
chili and soup supper 
with the focus being on 
hot chili and cornbread.

To help us meet each 
other, the seating for our 
supper was color coded 
according to the color 
of our name badge that 
identified our congre-
gation. The idea was to 
only sit at our assigned 
color indicated by dots 
at each seat at the table. 
There were never more 
than two dots of the 
same color together, so 
each table had a mix of 
congregations. It was a 
fun way for us to meet 
brethren from our sister 
congregations.

Following dinner we were enter-
tained by various musical acts, 
including a command performance 
from none other than Elvis himself! 
Well, actually he is better known to us 
as Alvin Walker from Greensboro.

We had a marvelous time together 
and all the brethren said they looked 
forward to combining for another 
social together next year.

Ron Kelley

Houston Area 
Hosts ABC 
Continuing 
Education

On the weekend of Aug. 25-26, 
Gary Antion and Ralph Levy of the 
Ambassador Bible Center (ABC) 
visited the Houston, Texas, area to 
conduct a regional ABC Continuing 
Education class. On the Sabbath Mr. 
Antion spoke to the Houston South 
congregation, while Dr. Levy gave 

the sermon in the North 
congregation. 

The ABC classes began 
shortly after services with 
individuals from both the 
South and the North in atten-
dance at the North’s Broze 
Hall. Dr. Levy’s lecture cov-
ered the prophet Jeremiah 
and Mr. Antion’s covered 
the prophet Haggai. 

Sunday’s classes began 
promptly at 9 a.m. (Coffee, juice and 
breakfast snacks were provided.) Dr. 
Levy began his lecture with a con-
tinuation of his in-depth discussion 
and analysis of the book of Jeremiah. 
Mr. Antion followed with a compre-
hensive Comparative Religion class 

on the Baptist denomination. 
Each man alternated every hour 

with a 10-minute break at the top of 
the hour and a break for lunch at the 
noon hour. Mr. Antion also gave an 
expansive coverage of 2 and 3 John 
nearing the end of the course, with a 
Q&A session bringing this round of 
ABC classes to a close. 

The ABC Continuing Education pro-
gram was enjoyed by nearly 200 people 
overall, with 70 receiving certificates 
for all 10 hours of instruction. Special 
awards were given in the following 

Young adults 
from the state 
of Oregon 
collect trash in 
a gravel pit and 
surrounding 
roads Aug. 26 
near Bend, 
Oregon

Charlotte brethren pose beside 
train during their outing Oct. 21 
(photo by Fred Barton)

Dallas, Texas, Millennium Photo 
Contest winner by Rick and Diane 
Bennis

Three congregations meet for 
Sabbath and supper in Hickory, 
North Carolina. Looking at the 
camera are Norman and Patricia 
Milam of the Hickory congregation

Ralph Levy teaches in Houston
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categories: Longest distance traveled, 
longest baptized, oldest attendee and 
youngest attendee (which was received 
by Tabitha Morgan, age 13).

Peter M. Gabriel

Mansfield Has 
Sabbath at Park 
and Minister 
Appreciation

The Mansfield, Ohio, United Church 
of God was blessed once again with 

exceptional weather for their 
early Thanksgiving celebra-
tion on the Sabbath of Oct. 20, 
2007, at Pugh cabin in beauti-
ful Malabar Farm State Park. 
The day consisted of Sabbath 
services, Bible study, potluck 
dinner (turkey and traditional 
Thanksgiving foods), and “min-
ister appreciation” with a cake 
and gift certificates to unique 
restaurants for the elders who 
lovingly and faithfully serve 
the Mansfield congregation 
throughout the year.

Regina Wilson

Maine Members 
Appreciate Pastor

Sabbath, Oct. 27, was an opportunity 
for the brethren who meet in Kittery, 
Maine (officially known as the Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire, congregation), 
to recognize Paul Suckling in obser-
vance of Pastor Appreciation month. 

Mr. Suckling was presented with a 
card and small gifts as a token for his 
dedication and service.

Margie Jacques

Appreciated: pastor Chris and Angela 
Moen, elder Joe and Marsha Horton and 
elder Art and Rilla Morris. Absent from 
picture were elder Len and Julie Martin 
(photo by Dick Hindenlang)

Local Church Updates: If your 
congregation’s news and events are 
rarely covered in United News, why 
not check with your pastor and write 
something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photographs with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. 
Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. 
Please double-check the spelling of 
names. Please e-mail (preferred) or 
give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Letters

Feast Issue Outstanding
I have been receiving United News 

for as long as I can remember, and 
each one has been good. But this 
November 2007 issue is outstand-
ing.

This 2007 Feast I was ill and 
missed my 37th Feast—broke my 
record. I want to thank each person 
who took the time to write and send 
the Feast news, what ministers spoke 
about, etc.

I am not as active in church now as 
I would like to be. In September this 
year I was 86 years young. I am still 
taking care of myself. I walk every 
day.

I thank each of you for the fine 
jobs you are doing. The Good News 
and World News and Prophecy, our 
youth magazine and teaching our 
youth—so much to educate us. We 
have a good minister, and I am so 
pleased, because I truly think our 
job has been all along to educate 
ourselves to become teachers in the 
world tomorrow.

I am confident God will never 
leave me. I live for God’s Kingdom to 
come. God bless all who read this.

Texas

“This Is the Way” E-mails
Thank you! I enjoy every one of 

the posts from “This Is the Way”—
actually, I’ve been looking for them 
eagerly in my mailbox ever since I 
started receiving them. Thank you 
so much from the depths of my 
heart. They are beautifully written 
and often come in just in time.

India

I found the reading of this [e-mail] 
touching my heart very closely. In 
the past year my relationship with 
my Lord and Savior has exploded 
into a whole new personal dimen-
sion. But the one very simplistic 
thing that has really affected me 
is the doing of very small acts of 
random kindness for total strangers 
and knowing deep in my heart that 
this is showing Jesus Himself. What 
a feeling of sheer joy this brings to 
me. It’s such a cool feeling because 
I find myself doing these things 
without even being aware of it, and 
walking away not expecting any-
thing in return. God is so good. 

Internet

Seeking Lost Booklet
A while back I wrote you for 

some literature for information on 
biblical foods, what to eat and what 
not to according to the Bible. You 
sent to me a wonderful book on it, 
and I thank you very much for that. 
I was reading it and following it, 
so much so that some of the foods 
that I ate all of my life that I did not 
think that would be so easy to give 
up, I gave up right away because I 
love my Lord and want to follow 
His Word. I shared my news with 
some people but never tried to push 
my knowledge on anyone… But the 
reason I am writing to you now is 
because I lost my book, and I am so 
hurt and upset! Please, if it is at all 
possible, would you please, please, 
send me another?

Massachusetts

“The God Debate” Used 
for Sunday School

I would like to have permission 
to use the November-December 
2007 [Good News] issue’s “The 
God Debate” in printed form for the 
basis of a Sunday school lesson. It 
would not be reused for any other 
purpose than that particular Sunday 
lesson, probably in early December. 
Proper credits would be noted.

It is a very good article and has 
great merit for a structured lesson. 
Would you grant it as such, please? 
Please reply as soon as possible.

Internet
Permission was given.

“Breaking Free From 
Addictions”

You may think that this will 
sound crazy, but I call this a won-
derful coincidence. I went to my 
mailbox today and The Good News 
magazine titled “Breaking Free 
From Addictions” was the only 
piece of mail in there—being as I 
have just moved recently from an 
evil addiction and a very broken/
abusive relationship. 

I read this article, and it really 
moved me. Everything was writ-
ten exactly the way…I am going 
through [it]. Only one difference: 
My ex-boyfriend of four years is 
still using illegal substances and of 
course I’ve heard the “I’ll quit—I 
want you back. I’ll never hit/abuse 

you ever again.” I left him exactly 
26 days ago. I am clean. Of course 
I was a victim and very addicted to 
crack/cocaine and marijuana.

I thank God every day for help-
ing me through this, and I know this 
will take time. It’s not easy to stop 
cold turkey, since I have been an 
abuser for quite some time. I just 
thought my input might help oth-
ers see that there “is a bright light 
if you open up and change for the 
better.” I feel uplifted, new, clean 
and quite excited to start a brand-
new life with my new family. All 
illegal drugs are truly evil, and they 
will destroy everything and anyone 
around you. I am truly blessed to 
find God when I did, for I know I 
wouldn’t be around much longer on 
earth if I kept going the way I was. 
I’m positive I’m taking the right 
step into my brand-new future, and 
I feel good about it!

Thank you for your time in this 
matter, and I look forward to read-
ing this magazine for the rest of my 
life, for it did open my eyes more 
than ever.

Internet

Late-Blooming Passions
I was intrigued with “Artist Dis-

covers Late-Blooming Passion” in 
the “Local Church Update” sec-
tion in the November 2007 United 
News and would enjoy seeing more 
articles about people like Peggy 
Montano who have discovered 
more God-given talents after their 
children left home. As I reminded 
myself when I took up the banjitar 
(a hybrid that sounds like a banjo 
but plays like a guitar) right before 
Unleavened Bread in 2007, at the 
ripe old age of 55, there will never 
be a better time than now. 

Being older and unencumbered 
by kids at home means more time 
for fun and more time to investigate 
God-given gifts that were previous-
ly hidden or overshadowed by more 
pressing needs. Being older means 
more confidence for experimenting 
in ways that you would not have 
thought of when you were younger. 
Taking on a new hobby gives your 
grown kids a good role model to 
counteract society’s opinion that 
you are as good as gone after 40! 
Plus, it is good for your grandchil-

dren, who might discover a talent 
within them that they wouldn’t have 
otherwise.

Marilyn Braley
Houston South, Texas, congre-

gation

Never Taught About God
I loved the booklet Heaven and 

Hell. I am a 35-year-old mother who 
has never understood the meaning 
of heaven, hell, etc. I never went to 
church; my mom is claustrophobic. 
When I was a little girl, I always 
wanted to know about God, and 
who Jesus was. I was never taught. 
I now have a 9-year-old little girl, 
and she would always ask me, 
Who is God? I am so embarrassed 
to say that I could never give her 
an answer. I had many people try 
to help me, however, I never could 
understand what it was they would 
try to tell me.

I have had so many different 
people with their own religious 
background trying to conform me 
to their beliefs. Such religions 
include Wiccan, Catholic, Satanism 
and atheism… Reading the booklet 
you have given to me (Heaven and 
Hell) has really helped me. The way 
you explain is very understandable 
for me. I cannot wait to get my sec-
ond booklet.

Internet

Articles Used in 
Psychology Class

I tried to order a series of book-
lets and was blocked by the number I 
can order. I have been using some of 
your articles from The Good News 
in my psychology class with great 
success. We are exploring adding a 
course entitled “The Bible as Litera-
ture” to our curriculum. I was won-
dering if we can have a copy of your 
booklet series for the school. While 
at present it cannot be displayed in 
our library, we can add them to our 
faculty reference section.

C.H., College Counselor/
Instructor, Vandalia Community 
High School/Kaskaskia College, 

Vandalia, Illinois

Spreading the Word of 
God in Kenya

It is my pleasure to write to you 
for the first time and commend you 

for the good work you are doing 
to spread the Word of God world-
wide.

I am 60 years old, a church elder 
of the Church of God–Seventh Day. 
In my local church I was pleased to 
read this wonderful magazine [The 
Good News]. After going through 
all that was written, I found some 
books that you offered to give to 
anyone interested on request…

I love you as you are with me the 
members of this wonderful Body. I 
am looking forward to the day that 
we shall gather before Him during 
His second coming to bring His 
Kingdom on this earth.

Kenya

Interested in India
I have been a regular reader of 

your magazines Good News and 
World News and Prophecy for the 
last four years. I eagerly wait for 
the magazines, and I find the arti-
cles extremely enlightening and 
relevant. 

I especially remember the issue 
on unraveling the mystery of the 
genome, which described the might 
and power of the Creator God and 
His care in the creation process, in 
simple language.

I am a regular reader of your e-
newsletter and “This Is the Way” 
also. They have definitely increased 
my knowledge of the Bible and my 
interest in following it truthfully.

In 2005 and 2006 I had the plea-
sure of meeting Mr. David Baker 
while he was visiting Delhi. I could 
discuss many subjects with him. He 
has been sending me some CDs of 
your sermons.

I am grateful for all the mate-
rial that has definitely helped in our 
spiritual upliftment. Please continue 
sending me the magazines. I pray for 
all success in your work and for abun-
dant growth of the true Church.

India

Letters to the Editor: Letters 
may be edited for length and clar-
ity. Comments and suggestions are 
welcome. Please let us know if you 
would like your name printed. Mail 
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027, 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Births
Mark and Jeannette (Hoffart) Free-

man of the Houston South, Texas, 
congregation are proud to announce 
the arrival of their second child, Luke 
Elliot. He was born Sept. 21, 2007, 

weighing 7½ pounds and measuring 
21 inches. He was welcomed by big 
sister Audrey.

He is the fourth grandchild of Dave 
and Kathy Hoffart (St. Paul, Min-
nesota, congregation) and the sixth 
grandchild of Bob and Pat Freeman 
(Columbia, Missouri, congregation).

Gregg and Rebekah (Evans) Drury 
are so proud to announce the birth of 

their daughter, Jaeden Olivia Drury. 
Jaeden was born Sept. 9, 2007. She 
weighed 6 pounds 7 ounces and mea-
sured 20 inches long. She has her 
daddy’s dark hair and her mommy’s 
blue eyes.  

Jaeden is the granddaughter of 
Gary and Sue Evans from Ohio and 
Paul and Norma Drury of Arizona. 
Jaeden was able to attend her first 
Feast with both sets of grandparents 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Dan and Alea Meek of the Fort 
Worth, Texas, congregation are 

delighted to announce the birth of their 
daughter, Audrey Sharron. Audrey 
was born on Feb. 12, 2007, weighing 
7 pounds 11 ounces and measuring 
19½ inches. Proud grandparents are 
Charlie and Lanae Waldrup of Hous-
ton, Texas; Sharron McDearmont of 
Round Rock, Texas; and Lewis Meek 
of Lawton, Oklahoma.

Craig and Cindy (Read) Pifer of 
Salem, Oregon, along with big sister 
Amber, are tickled pink to announce the 

arrival of the newest member of the Pifer 
family. Mikayla Lynn was born March 
20, 2007. She weighed in at 9 pounds 
2¼ ounces and was 19½ inches long.

Mikayla is the 10th grandchild for 
Garry and Connie Pifer of Edmon-
ton, Kentucky, and the third grand-
child for Stephen and Gladys Read 
of Westminster, California.

Benjamin and Shannon Light of the 
Salem, Oregon, congregation would 
like to announce the birth of their son, 

Aiden Joshua Light. Born July 1, 2007, 
he weighed 9 pounds 2 ounces and 
measured 21¼ inches in length. He is 
the first child for Ben and Shannon, as 
well as the first grandchild for doting 
grandparents Becky (of the Spokane, 
Washington, congregation) and Clem-
ent Light, and Tim and Brenda Robin-
son of the Salem, Oregon congrega-
tion. Jenny Light, Sabrina and Carl 
Koester, Jamie Robinson and Trevor 
Robinson also seem to be enjoying 
their roles as aunts and uncles. Aiden 
is typically a good-natured and fun-
loving baby who is quick to smile and 
laugh for family and friends.

Engagements
Mavis Jolin and Harold Stevens are 

pleased and happy to announce their 
engagement to be married. They are both 
members of the Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
congregation. A wedding date has not yet 
been set.

Weddings
It is with great joy that Don and 

Elsie Hooser of the Sedro-Woolley, 
Washington, congregation along with 
Simon and Eugenia Wuerfel of the 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, congrega-

tion announce the marriage of their 
children, Amy Elizabeth Hooser and 
Donald Simon Wuerfel. 

The wedding and reception took 
place in Dallas, Texas, at the beauti-
fully restored Weisfeld Center on Aug. 
20, 2006, with the father of the bride 
performing the wedding. Tim Rule, a 
good friend of the groom, was the best 
man, and Darline Kellers, a longtime 
friend of the bride, was the matron of 
honor. 

The happy couple spent their honey-
moon in Bora Bora on the way to the 
Feast in Australia, and are members of 
the Dallas congregation.

Drs. Jerry and Sandra Brenner are 
happy to announce the marriage of their 

daughter Danielle Elizabeth Brenner to 
Darrell Steven Britt Jr., son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Darrell Britt Sr., on May 19, 2007, in 
Macon, Georgia, at the close of a beauti-
ful Sabbath day. The ceremony was per-
formed by Gene Hilgenberg, uncle of the 
bride. The wedding was witnessed by 250 
friends and family members who traveled 
from all over the Southeast and Midwest.  
Sister of the bride Lacie Brenner served as 
the maid of honor, along with bridesmaids 
Sarah Hilgenberg, cousin of the bride, and 
Halley Britt, sister of the groom. Father of 
the groom Darrell Britt served as the best 
man, along with groomsmen Randy Hea-
ton, friend of the groom; Cole Britt, cousin 
of the groom; and Michael Brenner, broth-
er of the bride. 

Danielle and Steven now live in Athens, 
Georgia, and attend the Macon, Georgia, 
UCG congregation. Danielle is a senior at 
the University of Georgia, completing a 
bachelor’s degree in microbiology. Steven 
completed his degree in applied mathe-
matics from Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy two weeks before the wedding took 
place. Both plan to pursue graduate school 
in their respective fields of study.

On Sunday, Sept. 16, 2007, Sarah Jane 
Amelon and Thomas “Tad” Lambeth 

Walls Jr. were married in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. The ceremony was officiated by 
Todd Carey, pastor of the Williamsburg, 
Virginia, congregation. The couple began 
their life together honeymooning in St. 
Lucia coinciding with their first Feast of 
Tabernacles together. The couple resides 
in Suffolk, Virginia, and are members of 
the Williamsburg congregation.

Anniversaries
The Elkhart, Indiana, congregation 

hosted a special potluck lunch Oct. 20, 
2007,  to celebrate the 45th wedding 
anniversary (Oct. 24, 2007) of their 
pastor and his wife, Vernon and DeLee 
Hargrove. They were presented with a 
cake and personalized robes from the 
congregation. The two met at Ambas-
sador College in Pasadena, California, 
in 1960. They were married on the 
Ambassador campus in an outdoor 
evening wedding Oct. 24,1962, shortly 
after he was ordained as a minister dur-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles at Squaw 
Valley, California. 

The Hargroves have two sons and 
five grandchildren. The older son, 
Michael, lives in Columbus, Ohio, with 
his wife, Lisa, and three children, Kris-
tin, Aaron and Kaci. The younger son, 
David, lives in Sydney, Australia, with 

his wife, Danielle, and two children, 
Jordan and Mackensie.  

The Hargroves have served in 18 
congregations throughout the United 

States, and have pastored Hammond, 
Indiana, since May 1995 and Elkhart 
since September 1997. 

Carl and Mary Carmichael of Dubois, 
Wyoming, celebrated their 55th anni-
versary Nov. 22, 2007. They have four 
children and eight grandchildren.

The couple, while living in Chey-
enne, Wyoming, were baptized in Den-
ver, Colorado, in 1969. Mr. Carmichael, 
a registered professional civil engineer, 
moved his family to Wisconsin to help 
build the Wisconsin Dells Feast site in 
1971-72. After the Feast Development 
Team was transferred to Big Sandy, 
Texas, and then disbanded, the Carmi-
chaels moved to Tyler, Texas, where 
they lived for 25 years. Carl worked for 
a consulting engineering firm and Mary 
was a homemaker.

In 1978, Carl was ordained a local 
elder and Mary was ordained a dea-
coness. They served in the Tyler and 
Denison, Texas, congregations. Both 
became members of the United Church 
of God when it was formed in 1995, and 
served in the Gladewater/Big Sandy 
congregation.

In 1997, Carl and Mary, with an 
“empty nest,” moved back to Wyo-
ming, built a house in the small town of 
Dubois, high in the Rocky Mountains, 
and are now active in voluntary com-

munity service, such as the Medical 
Clinic Board, Assisted Living Facility 
planning and the Art Guild, as well as 
assisting Wilbur Berg with the Jackson 
Hole/Dubois, Wyoming, congregation. 

Harry and Shirley Smith celebrated 64 
years of marriage with family and friends 
at a dinner given in their honor. They were 

Announcements
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married Oct. 16, 1943. They have five 
children, 17 grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren. The Smiths began listen-
ing to Herbert Armstrong in the 1960s and 
were baptized in 1970 and ordained dea-
con and deaconess in 1978. The Smiths 
would enjoy hearing from friends: 55 

Ehrhardt Rd., Smoaks, SC 29481 or by 
e-mail at cherry@joimail.com.

Angus and Hallie Benson of Erwin, 
North Carolina, celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on April 6, 2007. 
They grew up together and attended the 
same school in the Erwin area. After 
Angus was discharged from the Navy 
in 1946, they had a courtship for about 
a year before they married on April 6, 

1947.
They have two children, Tonia of 

Coats, North Carolina, and Michael of 
Garner, North Carolina. They have five 

grandchildren and nine great-grandchil-
dren.

Both Angus and Hallie were bap-
tized in February 1973 and attended the 
Fayetteville and Raleigh congregations. 
When the United Church of God formed 
a congregation in Raleigh in 1995, they 
attended a few times before their health 
prevented them from coming. For the 
past 12 years, though not able to attend 
services, they have received sermon 
tapes and videos on a regular basis, 
continuing to be faithful and zealous 
members of the Church.

Obituaries
Guy L. Muller died Oct. 21, 2007. 

He was born in Pendleton, Oregon, on 
Nov. 7, 1921, and has been a resident 
of Spokane, Washington, for the past 
25 years. 

He served in the U.S. Army where 
he was stationed in New Guinea from 
August 1942 until January 1946 during 
World War II. He was a wheat and cattle 
rancher most of his life. He married his 
wife, Geraldine, in 1976. She preceded 
him in death.  He has been a member 
of God’s Church since August 1974. 
His hobbies were rock hounding and 
woodworking. He loved to make pen 
and pencil desk sets, as well as canes 
for his family and friends.

He is survived by his stepson, Randy 
Muller, and son, Mark Muller, both of 
Pendleton, Oregon; and daughters Tracy 
Cook of LaGrande, Oregon, and Chana 
Gover of Imbler, Oregon. A memorial 
service was held Nov. 2, 2007, with 
Mark Mickelson officiating.

Longtime member in the Eugene, 
Oregon, UCG congregation, Albert 
Morice Summey, 84, died very peace-
fully on Sept. 30, 2007, due to exten-

sive lung cancer diagnosed five weeks 
earlier. 

Al had been a member of God’s 
Church for 54 years, beginning with 
the Radio Church of God. It was home, 
and though the names of the Church 
have changed, it was always the truth 
that kept him attending. At the 1996 
Feast of Trumpets, he was ordained a 
deacon. Al’s favorite Bible verse was 
Romans 8:14. 

He was born on Nov. 5, 1922, to Hen-
ry Daniel and Minnie Lee (Richards) 
Summey in Dallas, Texas. He was the 
youngest of six children, all of whom 
preceded him in death.

At age 20, Al entered the armed 
forces. He served as a radio operator in 
Normandy, Northern France, Central 
Europe and Germany, where his only 
brother was killed. Al was discharged 

November 1945 and awarded a Bronze 
Star for bravery. 

He resumed work at a hearing aid 
company and met Katherine Burleson. 
They were married in 1946 and began 
their 61 years of marriage. He attended 
telegraph school, moved to Oregon 
in 1948, and worked for the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. In 1956 Al started 
working for the Eugene 4J school dis-
trict, and continued working there until 
retirement in 1985. 

Survivors include his wife, Kather-
ine; three sons: Michael (and Karen), 
Keith (and Barbara) and Rod (and 
Connie); and six grandchildren: Laura, 
Shauna Siebert (Tristan), Jackie Rock-
well (Dan), Sara, Katie and Kyle.

Marvin Shinault, 79, of Scott City, 
Missouri, died Aug. 11, 2007, at 
Southeast Missouri Hospital in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri.

Mr. Shinault was born March 1, 1928, 
in Haverty Grass, Maryland. He mar-
ried Mary Kay Graham on Oct. 1, 1972; 
she survives and is also a member of the 
United Church of God. Mr. Shinault 
had been a member since 1981.

Mr. Shinault is survived by a son, 
Marvin K. Shinault Jr., of Gail, Illinois; 
five daughters, Katie Slusher and Serena 
Shinault, of Scott City; Brenda McDow-
ell of Denver, Colorado; and Kathy 
Whaley and LeNeta Jones, both of Rock 

Springs, New York; 10 grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, a son and two brothers. He was a 
U.S. Army paratrooper in World War II.

Mr. Shinault’s attendance with Unit-
ed was hampered by poor health. In the 
last several years, despite his heart only 
functioning at 10 percent of its capac-
ity, he pushed himself to be at services, 
to worship his God and fellowship with 
the brethren. Marvin Shinault was a 
gentle friend.

Leona Marie Fanning 86, of Over-
brook, Kansas, died Nov. 25, 2007, at 
the Brookside Manor nursing home in 
Overbrook. She was born Oct. 4, 1921, 
in Wichita, Kansas, the daughter of 
John and Nellie Ross Orindgreff. She 
had lived for many years in the Melvern 
community. She was the clerk of the 
board for Unified School District #456. 
Leona was baptized in July l968.  She 
remained steadfast and faithful to her 
calling and convictions to the very end. 
Because of poor health she was unable 
to attend services for the past few years.

 Survivors include two daughters, Jean 
Talbott of Plano, Texas, and Kathy Coff-
man of Overbrook; a brother, Charles 
Orindgreff of Wichita; a sister, Ruth 
Phipps of Augusta, Kansas; six grand-
children and five great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were conducted 
by Dwaine Hudson Nov. 28 in Lyn-
don, Kansas. 

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.Marvin Shinault

Angus and Hallie Benson

Albert Morice Summey

Guy L. Muller

Harry and Shirley Smith

mercial/residential development 
approximately five miles south on 
I-35 that will include major depart-
ment stores, Sam’s Club, theater 
complex, restaurants, a 280-room 
hotel and a 90,000-square-foot con-
vention center.

Quote From Appraisal
The appraisal states, “In conclu-

sion, the market area has good access 
to all parts of the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex via US Highway 380, US 
Highway 377, Interstate 35E, and 
Interstate 35W. It has a good single 
family residential base which is 
located throughout Denton, primar-
ily on the interior streets. There is 

plenty of available land for develop-
ment. The proximity of freeways and 
the dramatic growth of Denton are 
positive influences on the market area 
creating a good long term outlook for 
real estate values.”

We have found a very good prop-
erty with close proximity to all the ser-
vices we will need, and for a very good 
price. We most likely will not actually 

close on the property until early Janu-
ary, but the Council gave its approval 
last week in light of a looming dead-
line for commitment. So, if anyone 
drives by the area, remember that it is 
yet private property, and please don’t 
drive into it.

Development Discussions
Of course, purchasing land is just a 

first step, and much work lies ahead. 
Further discussions about where 
we go from here with development 
plans will take place at the Decem-
ber Council of Elders meeting (which 
is scheduled for Dec. 11 to 13 at the 
home office). 

Thank you for your prayers and con-
cern, and dedication to God’s work and 
His people.  UN

“Texas Property,” continued from 
page 1

new ministers we would need to find 
and train over the next few years, he 
made it clear that an expanded train-
ing center would play a key role in 

helping us meet this challenge.
During the course of the conference, 

each regional pastor presented a brief 
update on his region. Other topics cov-
ered included a media update by Larry 
Salyer, a Feast of Tabernacles update 
by Doug Horchak, a ministerial train-

ing update by Richard Pinelli, an 
Education Program update by David 
Register, manpower discussions and 
a presentation describing proposed 
changes to the annual appraisal pro-
cess for pastors.

In attendance were Ken and Kathy 

Giese (South Central Region), Bruce 
and Phyllis Gore (Southeast), Larry 
and Bonnie Greider (Southwest), Jim 
and Lois Haeffele (Florida), Mike and 
Zelda Hanisko (North Central), Denny 
Luker (Northwest), Larry and Linda Neff 
(Mountain), Greg and Marian Sargent 

(Central), Paul and Jane Suckling (North-
east) and Lyle Welty (Great Lakes).

As always, we enjoyed spirited 
discussions on a variety of topics, 
excellent food and fellowship and a 
chance to enjoy the hospitality of the 
home office.  UN

“Regional Pastors,” continued 
from page 1

attended in Allentown heard presen-
tations from Clyde Kilough and Rich-
ard Thompson on “The Dynamics of 
Spiritual Growth,” “An Overview 
of the Gospel of Mark” and “The 
Nature of the Godhead.” Well over 
100 people attended portions of the 

seminar, with 81 receiving comple-
tion certificates. 

In Spokane, 126 people attended 
services with 118 remaining for the 
first round of classes. Seventy were 
able to return on Sunday, with 53 
receiving certificates. Jim Franks and 
David Johnson presented classes on 
“Introduction to Doctrine,” “Origin of 
Fundamental Beliefs,” “Sabbatarians 

of New England,” “Understanding the 
Plurality of God and Divinity of Christ” 
and “Colossians—the Hope of Glory.”

As we go to press, one more weekend 
seminar is scheduled in the Oakland, 
California, area on Dec. 1 and 2, where 
David Johnson and David Register will 
present classes on “Postmodernism,” 
“What Are God and Jesus Christ Doing 
Now?” and “Colossians—the Hope of 

Glory.” Attendance is again expected to 
be just over 100.

The final two seminars for this calen-
dar year are scheduled during the Winter 
Family Weekends in Portland, Oregon, 
and Louisville, Kentucky. Gary Antion 
and David Register will be conducting 
classes in Portland, and David Johnson, 
Clyde Kilough and Ralph Levy will be 
holding classes in Louisville. Subjects 

have not been finalized for those ses-
sions at press time.

ABC is so convinced of the value of 
these seminars that we have built most 
of the costs into our budget. The local 
area provides the hall and any refresh-
ments, and we provide the transporta-
tion and expenses for the two present-
ers.

David Johnson

“ABC Continuing Education,” con-
tinued from page 16



■ Members’ Web site.
Be sure to check 
out the Members’ 
Web site 
(members.ucg.org) 
where you can 
view About Our 
Father’s Business videos, see 
upcoming events or listen to 
archived Sabbath services.

■ Breaking Free Journal.
New articles have recently 
been posted on the Breaking 

Free Journal Web site at 
breakingfree.ucg.org.

■ Parenting Resources at 
UCG Youth.
View numerous articles that 
provide helpful information 
for parents, youth workers, 
instructors and anyone 
interested in the development 
of young people. Easy access 
at www.ucg.org/youth/parents/.

■ UCG Weekly Commentary.
“Environmental Debates 
and the Bible”

“Is Acceptance of Religions 
Key to Stability?”
“Does Your Thankfulness Last?”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

Featured Link
■ Good Works Program. 
www.ucg.org/goodworks

If you have 
questions or 
comments, 
please contact: 
webmaster@
ucg.org
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be confirmed. Light refreshments will be 
served between sessions.

Sabbath services will begin at 2:30 
p.m., with guest speakers providing split 
sermons. Afterward a potluck meal will 
be provided. Also, another potluck meal 
will be provided Sunday evening.

All events will be held at the same 
location as in years past, the Cottontree 
Inn in North Salt Lake: 1030 North 400 
East, North Salt Lake, Utah; reservations: 
(800) 662-6886; phone: (801) 292-7666; 
fax: (801) 296-9664.

The motel is located off the Woods 
Cross exit on I-15, just north of the I-15/
I-215 intersection. The Cottontree has a 
shuttle running from the Salt Lake City 
airport to the hotel.

The room rate at the Cottontree is 
$73.76 including tax—the regular rate is 
$99. This includes two queen beds and a 
fabulous continental breakfast. The Cot-
tontree will also allow multiple people, 
i.e. sleeping bags, in the room.

At the time of this writing, we are still 
working to confirm group pricing for lift 
tickets. You can count on approximately 
$65. Be prepared to make payment Sat-
urday evening. The actual skiing event 
will occur Sunday morning. You will be 
responsible for meals while skiing. 

For information and/or to register, 
contact Jon Pinelli, the pastor of the Salt 
Lake City congregation, by e-mail at 
jon_pinelli@ucg.org. The deadline to 
sign up is Dec. 20, 2007.

Branson 
Presidents’ Day 
Family Weekend 
Announced

The 13th annual Presidents’ Day Fam-
ily Weekend will be in Branson, Missouri, 
Feb. 15 to 18. It will be a full weekend 
with plenty of fellowship time, family 
seminars, Sabbath services, a fun show, 
family dance, more seminars, a skating 
party, a game night and a couple of sur-
prises. Join us for this fun-filled weekend 
with brethren from around the nation. 

Special hotel arrangements have been 
made with rooms for $37 a night includ-
ing a full breakfast each morning. For 
more information and a complete sched-
ule, contact Mike Blackwell by e-mail at 
mike_blackwell@ucg.org.

Mike Blackwell

Calendar of Events
Dec. 3-4: Senior pastors/associate senior 

pastors annual meeting, home office. 
Dec. 11-13: Council of Elders meeting, 

home office.
Dec. 21-25: Winter Family Weekend, 

Louisville, Kentucky (Friday evening 
through Tuesday late night).

Dec. 23-30: Challenger II–Rock Climbing 
program, Tucson, Arizona.

Dec. 23-25: ABC continuing education 
classes in Portland, Oregon. 

Dec. 24-25: ABC continuing education 
classes in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Dec. 27-Jan. 1: Winter Camp, Montello, 
Wisconsin (gary_black@ucg.org).

Jan. 3-10: Pastoral training first session, 
home office.

Jan. 6: ABC orientation, home office.
Jan. 13-15: South Central Region ministe-

rial conference, Houston, Texas.
Jan. 16-17: Special Council meeting on 

strategic planning, Houston, Texas.
Jan. 18-20:  Women’s Enrichment Week-

end, “Becoming Women of Courage 
and Compassion,” Garden Grove, 
California, area, www.ucg-gg.org (look 
under events-photos).

Jan. 19-21, 2008: Winter Ski Weekend, 
Park City, Utah (jon_pinelli@ucg.org).

Jan. 28-31: Editorial meetings, home 
office.

Feb. 9: Family Dance, Receptions East-
gate, Cincinnati, Ohio (FouchB@
greatoaks.com or cincywd@fuse.net).

Feb. 15-18: Young Adults’ Presidents’ 
Day Regional Weekend, Dallas, Texas 
(www.ucg-dallas.org/ya).

Feb. 15-18: Presidents’ Day Family Week-
end, Branson, Missouri, mike_black-
well@ucg.org.

Feb. 26-27: Special Council meeting on 
strategic planning, San Antonio, Texas.

Feb. 29-March 5: Council of Elders meet-
ing.

May 18-19: GCE annual meeting.
June 21: Pittsburgh 50th, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

vania (www.ucgnet.org/pittsburgh/50).
Please send calendar items to mike_

bennett@ucg.org.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

Reported offering: $590,926.31 (the 
actual should come to around $657,000).

This represents a 5.2 percent decrease 
in attendance and a 7.2 percent decrease in 
the offering compared to the reported fig-
ures for the Feast of Tabernacles 2006.

Last Great Day:
Attendance: 11,113
Reported offering: $676,642.02 (the 

actual should reach around $755,000).
This represents a 1.6 percent decrease 

in attendance and a 7.1 percent decrease 
in the offering compared to the reported 
figures for the Last Great Day 2006.

Gerald Seelig

WNP Seminars 
See New Contacts

Two World News and Prophecy semi-
nars have been held in recent weeks with 
an appreciable number of new contacts 
attending. On Oct. 27, Darris McNeely 
and Melvin Rhodes were in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. Ninety-six members 
attended along with 16 Good News/WNP 
subscribers. 

On Nov. 17, Mr. Rhodes and Robin 
Webber traveled to Worchester, Mas-
sachusetts, for a Sabbath seminar. There 
were 160 members and 16 subscribers.

There will be a seminar at the Louis-
ville Family Weekend on Dec. 23 and in 
St. Louis, Missouri, Jan. 26. 

Darris McNeely

Feast 2008 Update
“After the Feast we chose not to renew 

the contract in Lancaster since they want-
ed to almost double their room rates,” 
Jim Franks reported in the Nov. 29 Min-
isterial Newsletter and Journal. “We are 
now working to locate a new site for the 
Northeast in 2008. Charles Melear will be 
bringing forward the options for consider-
ation in the next few weeks. We should be 
letting everyone know about the Hawaii 
location in a few weeks as well.”

Pittsburgh 
Prepares for 50th

The Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, congre-
gation is making plans for the celebration 
of its 50th anniversary on June 21, 2008, 
at the Doubletree Inn in the western sub-
urb of Moon Township. The Sabbath 
service on June 21 will be followed by a 
banquet and presentation highlighting the 
congregation’s half-century history. 

The first Church of God congregation 
east of the Mississippi River, Pittsburgh 
has been home to many brethren. We 
hope that all of you who have had a con-
nection with Pittsburgh over the years will 
be able to join us for the festivities. 

For detailed information and to reg-
ister, visit our Web site at www.ucgnet.
org/pittsburgh/50. Please check back at 
the site from time to time, as updates will 
be made as plans progress.

If you have any photographs or other 
items to help document the history of the 
Pittsburgh congregation, we hope that you 
will be willing to share them with us. You 
can either scan in the photos and e-mail 
them to us, or send them (or other items) 
to us by mail and we’ll return them to 
you. Be sure to put your name, telephone 
number and return address clearly on 
any items you send. Also please explain 
the setting of the photos and identify the 
people in the pictures. 

Items can be sent to Bill and Myrna 
Miller at millerwam@yahoo.com or by 
mail to 120 Dobson Rd., Mars, PA 16046. 
If you want information but don’t have 
Internet access, please call the Millers at 
(412) 523-1934.

Don Henson

Ski Weekend 
Deadline Dec. 20

The Salt Lake City, Utah, United 
Church of God will host its annual Win-
ter Ski Weekend over the Martin Luther 
King Jr. weekend, Jan. 19 to 21, 2008, in 
historic Park City, Utah. Even if you do 
not ski or snowboard, organizers urge you 
to consider coming for the fellowship. 

The weekend begins Sabbath morning 
with two seminars from 10 a.m. to noon. 
One of the speakers is David Register, 
director of Education Programs for Unit-
ed Church of God. Another speaker is to 

Continued from page 2

By the end of this calendar year we will have finished eight years of taking Ambassador 
Bible Center Continuing Education seminars out to a variety of local congregations in the 
United States and Canada.

ABC faculty members have been quite busy since the Feast, conducting four ABC Con-
tinuing Education seminars, with three more scheduled before the end of the year.

On Oct. 20 and 21, the St. Louis, Missouri, and Fairview Heights, Illinois, congregations 
hosted a seminar at the church hall in Fairview Heights. David Johnson and David Register 
conducted sessions on “Postmodernism,” “What Are God and Jesus Christ Doing Now?” 
and “Colossians—the Hope of Glory.” Nearly 100 brethren attended services on the Sabbath, 
and many of them stayed through the afternoon for the first sessions of the seminar. About 
half of those returned on Sunday to complete the seminar, with approximately 45 receiving 
special certificates for completing the entire seminar.

The following weekend, Oct. 27 and 28, Jim Franks and Ralph Levy conducted classes 
for members in the Chicago, Illinois area (see article, page 12).

On the weekend of Nov. 17 and 18, two seminars were conducted at opposite ends 
of the country—Allentown, Pennsylvania, and Spokane, Washington. Brethren who 

News
At a Glance

ABC Continuing Education on the Move

See “ABC,” page 15


