
■ More than 20,000 attend 
62 sites on six continents.

“It seems everyone came back from the 
Feast very encouraged, upbeat and reju-
venated,” President Clyde Kilough wrote 
Oct. 29. “What a blessing God gives us to 
retreat, rest and redirect our focus—it’s not 
just that we have a chance to review His 
amazing plan of salvation, but the physical 
and spiritual effects of participating in the 
Feast offer an immediate blessing to us in 
so many other ways.”

Attendance figures have been received 
from 61 of the 62 sites around the world, 

and add up to 20,212 people attending the 
Feast with United. This is down less than 1 
percent from last year. Holy Day offerings 
in the United States were up (see treasur-
er’s report on page 24). In addition to those 
attending in person, 756 shut-ins received 
recorded Feast messages from the home 
office and many others connected to Feast 
sites by webcast.

Many of the Feast reports commented 
on the Feast sermon video and the heritage 
of those who have kept the Feast before 
for 75 years in this era of the Church. This 
was especially evident in sites like Tonga, 
which celebrated 40 years this year, and 

Jekyll Island, which first held the 
Feast 45 years ago.

The video showed some of the 
hardships early pioneers faced in 
keeping the Feast. But some of the 
reports in this issue highlight even 
more dramatic hardships faced by 
our brethren in many developing 
countries today.

Along with the longtime sites, there 
were several that were new to UCG this 
year, like Busselton, Stirling, Saska-
toon and Hyderabad. And many of the 
reports mention new people keeping the 
Feast for the first time and report more 

than 55 baptisms during the Feast.
See the Feast reports from around the 

world beginning on page 8. Additional 
reports will be in the next issue.  UN

UCG Members Celebrate the Feast at 62 Sites

ABC Orientation Launches 10th Year

by Gary Antion

Ambassador Bible Center launched into its 10th year with 
a very successful orientation on Sunday, Sept. 7. The new 
nine-month session began just a month after graduation of the 
previous class.

A smaller number of students was anticipated this year 
because of the change from the seven-month to nine-month 
program, which required changing from what had been a 
January start date since 2000 to the September start. There 

were 22 accepted, but two were unable to fulfill their plans 
to come. Another student will be coming in January for the 
second semester.  So, there were 19 enthusiastic students for 
orientation.

David Register, director of Education Programs, wel-
comed the class of 2009 and asked God’s blessing on the year 
and the event. He then explained some of the aspects of ABC. 
Ralph Levy, registrar and academic officer, enlightened the 

ABC class of 2009 and guests share a chuckle during orientation Sept. 7; right, Amber Warren, Jeremy 
Hess, Michelle Rothwell and Jamie Robinson pose (photos by Michelle de Campos)
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36,000 to 40,000 
Responses 
Expected From New 
Reader’s Digest Ad

“Are We Running Out of Time?” is the 
captivating and topical headline of a brand-
new two-page insert, placed in all 8 million 
copies of the December 2008 U.S. edition 
of Reader’s Digest.

Each insert, which offers a subscrip-
tion to The Good News and the booklet 
Are We Living in 
the Time of the 
End? includes a 
tear-off, postage-
paid reply card. 
Special pricing 
allowed us to 
print, insert and 
mail this stirring 
ad for just 2½ 
cents each.

Considering 
the number of 
responses we 
have received 
from insertions 
in Reader’s 
Digest in 2000 
and 2007, we 
anticipate 36,000 
to 40,000 new 
subscriptions.

John LaBissoniere

Nov. 1, 2007, the first news-of-the-work 
video called About Our Father’s Business 
was posted as the main feature on the new 
members.ucg.org Web site. Now, one year 
and 42 programs later, the programs have 
been viewed over 267,000 times, includ-
ing both new and archived programs, 
according to Aaron Booth, Internet man-
aging editor.

“To me, the major accomplishment 
is that About Our Father’s Business has 
given a steady stream of weekly updates 
and allowed us to not only keep everyone 
informed in a more timely manner, but it 
has also expanded everyone’s awareness 
of things going on with members and 
activities around the world,” said Presi-
dent Clyde Kilough, the presenter of the 
program.

A number of pastors record About 
Our Father’s Business and play it during 

the sermonette time at Sabbath services, 
especially in areas where they sometimes 
do not have sermonettes. Others record it 
and arrange for members who do not have 
Internet access to be able to see it before 
or after services. “Things like this that 
improve the connections we have with one 
another go a long way to strengthening our 
relationships in the Body of Christ,” Mr. 
Kilough said.

The programs often include guests visit-
ing the home office.

“I get the most satisfaction from hav-
ing guests on the program who can give 
reports and updates on members around 
the world,” said Mr. Kilough. “The series 
we did with the senior pastors, for example, 
giving insight to the areas in Africa, Eastern 
Europe and Asia, were very inspiring.” 

“I especially appreciated the interviews 
with international pastors, such as Kamba-

ni Banda of Zambia and Carmelo Anastasi 
of Italy,” said Clint Porter, video editor for 
the project.

“Probably the most feedback from a sin-
gle program has come from the one right 
after the Feast where Jim Franks gave the 
update on Jed Sy, the imprisoned member 
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News
At a Glance

Servidio New South 
Central Regional 
Pastor

Jim Servidio has been appointed as the 
new regional pastor for the South Central 
region in the United States.

Jim and Judy Servidio served in this 
position while pastoring congregations 
in Minnesota for 10 years (from 1995 to 
2005). Ministerial Services surveyed the 
pastors and elders in the region and then 
held a meeting with the Ministerial Ser-
vices team (Doug Horchak, David Reg-
ister and Richard Thompson) along with 
UCG President Clyde Kilough to review 
the input that was offered and then select a 
new regional pastor. 

Jim and Judy Servidio currently pastor 
the Houston, Texas, North congregation. 
Mr. Servidio is replacing Ken Giese, who 
moved to Sacramento, California, in Sep-
tember for his new assignment.

Elders Ordained
On Aug. 23, Arnold Mendez Sr. was 

ordained an elder. He and his wife, Janie, 
serve in the Corpus Christi, Texas, congre-
gation.

On Sept. 20, David West was ordained 
an elder. He and his wife, Lori, serve in the 
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation.

On the Feast of Trumpets, Sept. 30, the 
following men were ordained elders:

Martin Cole serves in the Worcester, 
Massachusetts, congregation.

Dave DeHart and his wife, Frances, 
serve in the Houston North, Texas, con-
gregation.

Peter McNair and his wife, Mique, serve 
in the St. Paul, Minnesota, congregation.

David Pavlik and his wife, Terry, serve 
in the Akron, Ohio, congregation.

John Trotter and his wife, Dee, serve in 
the East Texas congregation.

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

About Our Father’s Business Begins Second Year

Visitors help hold the banner at the 
Baguio City, Philippines, Feast site

See “ABC,” page 7

See “Father’s Business,” page 24

Graphic of Jed Sy, imprisoned member 
in the Philippines, posted Oct. 30
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International Mail 
Employee Hired

“We would like to welcome Mr. Jorge 
de Campos as the newest employee of the 
home office International Correspondence 

Processing Department,” said Alec Surratt, 
supervisor of that area. Mr. de Campos offi-
cially joined the staff on Nov. 5, and one of 
his main responsibilities will be handling 
responses to the Church’s Web site ads 
from areas outside the United States. 

Mr. de Campos was born in Mozam-
bique (a former Portuguese colony in East 
Africa), immigrated to South Africa as a 
young man and moved to the United States 
in February 2005. He is an elder and has 
been volunteering his time to serve the Por-
tuguese brethren around the world, which 
he will continue to do.

“We look forward to working with Jorge 
and know he will bring a lot of experience 
and expertise to the home office team,” said 
Mr. Surratt.

United News 
Associate Editor 
Hired

“I am delighted to announce that we 
have hired Elizabeth Cannon to take Mike 
Bennett’s place,” President Clyde Kilough 

wrote in the employee newsletter Nov. 7. 
She will serve as associate editor of United 
News and is due to start work the first week 

See “News at a Glance,” page 27

Continued from page 1

Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address 
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA & ASIA (except as listed below): United Church of God, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God–Australia, GPO Box 535, 
Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia. Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 
0755 202-122

BENELUX countries (Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg): 
P.O. Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God–British Isles, P.O. Box 
705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. Phone: 020 8386 
8467  Fax: 020 8386 1999

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station 
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966, 
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

CARIBBEAN: United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, 

Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

EAST AFRICA (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda): United Church of 
God–East Africa, P.O. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-
mail: kenya@ucg.org

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach 
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie–France, 
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax: 0228-
9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035 
4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi. 
Phone: 085 22717. E-mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22, Shortland 
St., Auckland 1140, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 2265, Somolu, Lagos, 
Nigeria. Phone: 01-8113644. E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 224-4444 Cell/
Text: (+63) 918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 3535. 111 74, 
Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and 
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa, 
P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South 
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694.

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box 
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796
TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 2617, 
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076,  
Kitwe, Zambia. Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: zambia@
ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928, 
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general 
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address 
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site, 
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site, 
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site, 
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern 
Africa Web site. 
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FORWARD! God’s Perfect Timing
by Jason Lovelady

Late in the fall of 2002, the 
plant where I worked was 
going to close, and I remember 
thinking how great it would be 
if I could once again work for 
the Church. I remember pray-
ing earnestly that the Church 
would call and offer me a job. 
But alas, no phone call came.

Two years later in the fall of 
2004, Tom Kirkpatrick called about an opportunity at the 
home office. I remember being thrilled about the oppor-
tunity, and yet at the same time I kept asking myself, why 
now? I had prayed for such an opportunity for years, but 
why now? We had just built a beautiful house. Wendy and 
I both had great jobs. Two years ago would have been per-
fect. But now—could it be God’s will for us now? 

What we wanted was a sign. Is this answered prayer or 
not? We decided that we would put our house up for sale, 
and if this was God’s will, our house would sell quickly. In 
fact, we said we would give an answer in two weeks.

We proceeded forward with the plan, and we were 
ready for our first open house that next Sunday. The morn-

ing before, I got up early while it was still dark outside, and 
I opened the door to let Prissy, our dog, out. Prissy was out 
like a flash. I knew she must have seen something, so I 
yelled to call her back. 

In seconds I heard a yelp. She rushed back into sight in a 
mad dash toward the house with her ears back and her tail 
between her legs. There I stood with the door wide open, 
and as she rushed by, an awful stench billowed up around 
me. She had been sprayed by a skunk!

In shock, I watched Prissy run through the house, rub-
bing against anything she could touch to try to rid herself 
of the smell. By the time I caught up with her, she had 
spread the skunk smell from one end of the house to the 
other. The whole house reeked.

This was not the sign I was looking for! Needless to say, 
we had to cancel the open house. In fact it was over two 
weeks before the skunk smell no longer permeated the 
house. My two weeks was up, and we hadn’t shown the 
house to a single person. 

I was discouraged and I remembered thinking that per-
haps this was not an answer to our prayers after all. 

Eventually, everything did work out. We were able to 
sell our house and move to Cincinnati. Looking back on 
those events, I’m reminded of an important principle. God 

answers our prayers according to His perfect timing, not 
our own imperfect timing. 

God answered my prayer, but it was according to His 
timeframe, not my own. I thought two years earlier would 
have been perfect, but God said no. It turned out God’s 
timing was so much better than mine. We need to learn 
to trust God’s timing in our life and be patient and not try 
to force things to happen according to our own imperfect 
timing.

David writes in Psalm 31:14-15, “But as for me, I trust 
in You, O Lord; I say ‘You are my God.’ My times are in 
Your hand.” My times—the good times, the bad times, the 
joyous times and the troublesome times—my life, in other 
words, is in God’s hands.

We develop trust in God by putting “our times” in 
God’s hands. Trusting God often requires not knowing 
when God will answer, but knowing with certainty that 
God will answer our prayers. The Bible is full of prom-
ises for us, and we must trust God to fulfill those promises 
when the timing is right and best for us. God knows when 
that is; we often do not.

God is never late in fulfilling His promises to us. They 
will not be overdue a single day!  UN

Jason Lovelady is treasurer of United Church of God.

News
At a Glance

Profile: Fred and Mary Sorg
by Jo Ann Eisman and Donna 
Quintana

The Jefferson, Georgia, congregation 
would not be the same without our seniors, 
and we would like to introduce you to a 
very special couple, Fred and Mary Sorg. 
Fred is 92 years young and his wife, Mary, 
is a young 84. 

They have given many years of service 
to the Church. Fred is a deacon and Mary 
provides beautiful flowers for services and 
Holy Days. She is a gifted poet, writing 
special poems for people and events. They 
live in Monroe, Georgia, not far from their 
three children, Carl, Ellen and Mike, and 
their grandchildren. The Sorgs have been 
married 61 years.

Fred was born Sept. 11, 1915, in a log 
cabin some 200 miles from the nearest 
town in Dry Piney Basin, Wyoming. He 
was the second of 10 children born to Nora 
and Carl Sorg. His parents raised horses for 

the cavalry and later were cattle ranchers. 
Fred moved to Montpelier, Idaho, to 

live with his uncle and attend high school. 
He spent summers tending camp for a big 
sheep outfit to earn his room and board. 
He was the camp cook and helped move 
camp when they moved the sheep. His free 
time was spent hunting and fishing. 

After graduation in 1935, he joined the 
U.S. Navy and was at San Diego and Pearl 
Harbor. Mr. Sorg mustered out in Bremer-
ton, Washington, in 1942. He returned to 
San Diego where he was employed at the 
Consolidated Air Craft Plant. He pursued 
this career for the next 32 years at Boeing, 
Fairchild and Learjet.

Mary Burkholder Sorg was born June 
15, 1924, in Berlin, Pennsylvania. She 
fondly remembers growing up as one of 
eight kids on her parents’ farm. Mary grad-
uated from high school in 1942 and later 
moved to Hagerstown, Maryland, to work 
at the Fairchild aircraft plant where she met 

Fred. They married April 16, 1947, and 
lived many different places. In the 1970s, 
Learjet in Wichita, Kansas, closed. One of 
Mary’s sisters lived in Georgia and urged 
them to move there “as the area was boom-
ing.”

They felt God sent them to the area. 
They had listened to Mr. Armstrong and 
been coworkers of the Church of God for 
many years. Previously, they had attended 
a Lutheran Church where Mr. Sorg was a 
Sunday school teacher, until he was disfel-
lowshipped for teaching the truth he had 
been learning. They were baptized by Har-
old Lester in 1976. 

The Sorgs worked for a school where 
he was the custodian and Mary worked in 
the cafeteria. Their positions and example 
made it possible for the local congregation 
to use the school facilities for many years 
for church activities.

The Sorgs remain very active in the 
Church. They enjoy visiting the widows, 

the sick and elderly. For many years they 
ran a food bank, providing food for people 
both in and out of the Church. 

Mr. Sorg has a small nursery in his back-
yard where he and Mary cultivate azaleas 
and Japanese maples, which they sell at 
local flea markets. Many of the brethren 
have gifts of azaleas named after them. 
The Jefferson, Georgia, congregation is 
truly blessed to have the Sorgs’ dedicated 
service.  UN

If you would like to recommend a mem-
ber to be featured in the “Profiles” section, 
e-mail UN@ucg.org. 

Mary and Fred Sorg

Jorge de Campos

Elizabeth Cannon
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Visiting Interested People Across Zimbabwe

German Minister 
Interviewed Twice

On Sept. 4, Paul Kieffer, pastor of 
German-speaking areas, was a guest on 
the talk show Iraq Today broadcast on the 
Arabic service of the German shortwave 
station Deutsche Welle. The subject of the 
program was “More in Common, Less 
Confrontation” between the three reli-
gions, Christianity, Islam and Judaism. Mr. 
Kieffer was invited to be the representative 
of Christianity by the man who is translat-
ing the UCG Middle East in Bible Proph-
ecy booklet into Arabic (see “Interesting 
Development: Arabic Translation Offer,” 
July United News, p. 16).

On each question, the representatives of 
Judaism and Islam were asked to comment 
first. “In answering the questions, I agreed 
with the other two men where I could and 
emphasized that the Christianity of the 
Middle Ages was not the Christianity of 
the Bible,” said Mr. Kieffer.

Mr. Kieffer received another request for 
an interview, and Sept. 18 he was inter-
viewed on Radio Corax, an FM station in 
the city of Halle (population 235,000) in 
eastern Germany. The interview was on the 
subject of hurricanes.

The interview was the result of Hur-
ricane Ike in the United States and some 
articles on natural disasters on the German 
Gute Nachrichten Web site that research-
ers found using Internet search engines.

“This interview was easier than the one 
two weeks ago, since the subject was not 
religion. However, I did get in a plug for 
our Gute Nachrichten magazine when the 
interviewer asked me who I was and what 
I did,” Mr. Kieffer said.

Canadian National 
Council Meets

The Canadian National Council had a 
teleconference Sept. 15. The Media Com-
mittee gave a short report on the latest sta-
tistics from the last two Reader’s Digest 
ads and on obtaining better air times for the 
Beyond Today television program.

The Canadian National Office has 
another year left in its lease agreement, 
so Dennis Horlick had been appointed to 
spearhead an office relocation task force. 
They presented five options to the council 
for consideration. (Subsequently we have 
learned that the Church will have the option 
to renew for at least two more years.)

The Canadian Strategic Plan was 
approved and recommended to be for-
warded to the Canadian National Confer-
ence next spring for their approval.  The 
Strategic Planning Committee formatted 
a “Canadianized” version to match what 
was approved by the General Conference 
of Elders last May.

An amendment was approved to be sent 
to the Amendment Committee, chaired 

by its new chairman, Bill Dimovski of 
Toronto, Ontario. (The other members 
of the committee are Lynne Broschak of 
Edmonton, Alberta, and Dennis Kerrighan 
of Lethbridge, Alberta.) This amendment 
adjusts Canadian bylaws so that positive 
support can be given for proposed amend-
ments and not just statements of concern.

The next face-to-face meeting will be 
held in Toronto on Nov. 20-21, followed 
by a Canada-wide ministerial conference.

Rainer Salomaa

French Elders Meet 
Interested Groups

On the way back from the youth camps 
in Togo and Cameroon in August, Joel 
Meeker and Bernard Hongerloot spent a 
Sabbath in Europe. Mr. Hongerloot spoke 
to the UCG congregation in Paris, France, 
where 15 were present. Mr. Meeker had 
been invited and approved to speak to 
an interested group of Church members 
near Charleroi in Belgium. He was able to 
speak to about 80 people, showing video 
updates of UCG’s work in francophone 
areas as well as giving the sermon. Several 
members commented to him afterward 
that they are very hopeful that we will be 
able to effect a union.

Mr. Meeker also made a two-week 
pastoral trip through several countries in 
French Africa before the Feast. He visited 
people in Kinshasa, Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, including some people 
who were formerly with WCG. He went 
to Bujumbura, Burundi, in East Africa to 
meet with the new group there that is eager 
to become part of United. He spent the Day 
of Atonement with the brethren in Rwanda 
before continuing on to France.

British Isles Council 
Meets

The National Council of United Church 
of God–British Isles met in Polesworth 
near Birmingham on Sunday, Sept. 14.

Jan Schroeder presented the circulation 
report for August and highlighted that while 
the Good News circulation level overall is 
fairly stable, new subscribers are being 
added to the list at the rate of over 400 each 
month, about 25 percent of whom remain 
on the list after the first three issues. The 
number of new donors and coworkers so 
far in 2008 is almost 90 percent of the total 
for 2007; the average monthly mailing 
of the Bible Study Course during 2008 is 
almost 30 percent higher than for 2007.

Treasurer Barbara Fenney presented 
an end-of-year report for the financial 
year 2007-08. Employee pay rates were 
addressed in executive session.

David Fenney reported on this year’s 
summer camp for the Church’s young 
people, highlighting photos and video clips 
taken at camp (see the September/October 
United News, p. 4). Options for next year 
and future years were discussed and the 
Council decided to establish a Camp Com-
mittee, with David Payne as chairman, to 
discuss overall plans for camp.

News
At a Glance

International
Below is a report by our leader in the 

southern and eastern region of Zimba-
bwe, describing trips to visit various 
interested people across Zimbabwe.—
André van Belkum, chairman, UCG–
Southern Africa.

by Stephen Tshabalala

On Aug. 8 we started the long trip to 
Gokwe, Zimbabwe, about 290 kilome-
ters (about 180 miles) north of Bulawayo. 
After 16 hours we arrived at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gorondo.

Next morning, Sabbath, I was able to 
speak to 26 people, 14 adults and 12 chil-
dren. Five are being counseled for baptism. 
I spoke on the incredible human potential 
and on the plan of salvation—that God is 
in the process of training them to be rulers 
in the coming Kingdom. Later, we had a 
question-and-answer session about the 
Feast, baptism and offerings.

Next day, Sunday, we visited the homes 
of the people who had requested baptism.

We first visited a man who sold two 
oxen to buy about 20 90-kilogram bags of 
maize. Zimbabwe had too much rain in the 
year 2007 to 2008, so crops were destroyed 
and many were not able to plow.

Next we visited a lady whose husband 
left her two years ago. She has four small 
children and one small hut where they all 
sleep and cook.

We also visited Gertrude, a blind moth-
er of four whose husband died a couple of 
years ago. She sleeps and cooks in a small 

hut with a thatched roof. Mr. Gorondo 
and a couple of men have started building 
another hut for this lady.

How do these people live? To see all this 
suffering you cannot help but pray, “Thy 
kingdom come.” I have started collecting 
secondhand clothing, pots, plates, shoes 
and blankets for the needy.

These people, although poor, gave our 
Great God nuts and maize as tithes and 
offerings. We sell these and bank the mon-
ey in the Church’s account.

We encouraged these people to always 
set a good example, to be united and to 
help one another, and by so doing to show 
that we are indeed a special people called 
of God to do a work.

Although there was violence in many 
parts of the country God protected them.

Trip to Shurugwi
On Aug. 15, I traveled to visit a number 

of people who had expressed an interest 
in the Church. In Shurugwi I met Mr. and 
Mrs. Ackson Phiri. Mr. Phiri is the leader 
of a group of people who meet on the Sab-
bath in this small town.

Mr. Phiri has been searching for the truth 
for a couple of years. He was handed a copy 
of The Good News and was so impressed 
with the contents that he requested a visit. 
He made the following comment:

“As the leader of this group I changed 
the name of our church to UCGIA and 
started teaching from the magazine. Peo-
ple love the new truth and a number of 
these people want to be baptized.”

We spoke until late that night, and he 
asked many questions about the Church 
and our beliefs.

The next day, a Sabbath, I woke up ear-
ly and we talked about the history of the 
Church, the role of the home office, as well 
as the structure of the UCGIA. We also 
covered most of the fundamental beliefs.

At 11 a.m. I was asked to speak to the 
youth of the church. I spoke about how 
young people can have faith in God, and 
told them that they are special before God 
and that they must prove from the Bible 
that God exists and that He is the Creator of 
this limitless universe. These young people 
were excited about God’s truth, and I chal-
lenged them to obey God and receive the 
blessings that come from obedience. 

Afterward we held a Bible study, and 
I covered the subjects of repentance, bap-
tism and receiving of the Holy Spirit.

The problems facing these people are 
basically the same as with other groups 
in Zimbabwe. A loaf of bread costs more 
than the weekly salary of the lowest paid 
worker. Many young people are not going 
to school as their parents cannot afford to 
pay their school fees.

I paid a short visit to Mr. and Mrs. Smith. 
I was truly encouraged by my brief meet-
ing with the Smiths. Mrs. Smith told me 
that she would like to be baptized soon.

In spite of problems we are facing, God 
continues to call people here. It is interest-
ing to see the zeal that people have as they 
are shown God’s precious truths and way 
of life. We ask for your prayers.  UN

Sixth Caribbean Leadership Training Held

by Cherry Pringle

On Sunday, Aug. 17, 26 invitees from 
all over Zambia converged on the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kambani Banda, the 
minister in Zambia. And there to greet us 
was André van Belkum, chairman of the 
South African Council. We had come for 
two days of leadership training. 

From the Copperbelt came Mr. Chibale, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chisanga, Mr. and Mrs. Prin-
gle and Mr. Litaba. From Isoka near the 
border with Tanzania came Mr. and Mrs. 
Siame; from Mumbwa in the Western 
Province came Mr. and Mrs. Momba, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kasakabantu and Mr. and Mrs. 
Shacoongo. Mr. and Mrs. Katapya and 
Mr. and Mrs. Mwashi came from Mapoko 
in the North-Western Province. In Lusaka 
were Mr. and Mrs. Banda, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mfula, Mr. and Mrs. Nkhoma and Mr. and 
Mrs. Talama.

All meals were served buffet style under 
shady fruit trees in the Bandas’ beautiful 
garden. And what a spread each meal was! 

We were all truly amazed at the amount of 
food that came out of Mrs. Banda’s tiny 
kitchen. 

Monday and Tuesday we got down to 
the business of leadership training, which 
was of great benefit to us all. We enjoyed it 
so thoroughly we cannot wait for the next 
one. Some subjects covered included the 
history of UCG, personal spiritual health, 
integrity, self-examination and taking cor-
rection, giving sermons and sermonettes, 
developing your marriage, the role of a 

leader’s wife, managing person-
al finances, pride and conflict 
resolution. The main lectures 
were given by Mr. Van Belkum, 
followed by Mr. Banda and Mr. 
Pringle.

On Monday after the last les-
son of the day we all drove out 
to inspect a piece of ground that 
has recently been purchased for 

the Church. We were all delighted—it has 
lots of shady trees, water and grassy areas 
for camping. This ground will be used for 
many Church functions, the first of which 
was the Feast this year.

Our lectures were held at the Bandas’ 
home. They have converted a garage into a 
nice-sized hall with rooms on either side. 

Tuesday evening we had a wonderful 
time of fellowshipping, not knowing when 
we would all see each other again. This is 
a very large country and we all live so far 
from each other. But all too soon it was 
time to pack up and retire so that we could 
all return home the following day.  UN

First Leadership Training Held in Zambia

Kambani and Shirley Banda 
host 26 Zambian leaders for first 
training program

by Osmonde Douglas

The sixth Caribbean Leadership Train-
ing program was held Sept. 5 to 7 at the 
Island Inn Hotel, Bridgetown, Barbados.

There were 25 participants drawn 

from eight countries in the Caribbean 
Region. The breakdown was as follows: 
Barbados, 12; Dominica, 1; Guyana, 2; 
Jamaica, 5; St. Kitts & Nevis, 1; St. Lucia, 
3; St. Vincent, 1; and Trinidad, 2.

The facilitators were Kingsley Mather, 

overall director of the Caribbean; Arnold 
Hampton; and Steven Mather.

Kingsley Mather outlined for the 
participants the mission of the program, 

See “Caribbean,” page 20
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On Aug. 10 at the UCG summer 
camp in Ghana, campers and staff 
alike came together armed with 
enthusiasm and a desire to learn and 
make new friends.

Four dedicated American young 
adults were accepted to serve on 
this Youth Corps project in Ghana 
this year: Zach Zimmerman from 
Lexington, Kentucky; Dawn Dein-
inger from Helena, Montana; Olivia 
Pettigrew from China Grove, North 
Carolina; and Kelly Whitley from 
Houston, Texas. Each paid a signifi-
cant portion of the cost of their trip 
to serve as volunteers at the camp, 
and all four represented the Church 
very well!

We kept the Sabbath before camp 
began with the congregation in 
Yeji, which is on the shores of Lake 
Volta, the largest man-made lake in 
the world. Zach gave his first-ever 
sermonette to this congregation—
quite an experience since he had to 
speak a phrase and then wait for it 
to be translated into the local dialect 
before proceeding! 

The camp this year was held at 
the town of Ejura, north and east of 
Kumasi. We had 100 campers from 
all over Ghana, and close to 20 staff 
members. The facility we used is 
a Baptist Women’s Retreat center, 
which has dormitory-style housing, 
a kitchen and dining area and meet-
ing rooms. It is right across the road 
from the Ejura school, and since no 
schools are in session in August, 
we were able to reserve the school 
grounds. 

Activities included volleyball, 
kickball (like baseball, but played 

with a soccer-style ball), soccer 
(known as football to most of the 
world), ultimate Frisbee and chal-
lenge games. 

Every dorm had a Christian Liv-
ing class every day. We had the same 
theme as the United Youth Camps 
in the United States, “Rising Above 
the World Today.” Topics for the 
Christian Living classes included 
the importance of choosing the right 
friends, the power of your example, 
prayer and Bible study and the dan-
gers of sexual immorality. 

Each evening ended with a ques-
tion-and-answer Bible study with 
the entire camp. Campers were 
free to ask whatever questions 
were on their minds about the 
Bible, Church or Christianity. All 
of the pastors present were on the 
panel to answer these questions. 
This was a new element for the 

Ghanaian camp, and it seemed to be 
very well received by both campers 
and staff. 

After camp concluded Aug. 15, 

the Youth Corps volunteers traveled 
down to the southern coast of Ghana 
and on the Sabbath visited the con-
gregations in both Elmina 
and Agona. Zach was able to 
speak to both of these con-
gregations as well. After ser-
vices in Agona, the congre-
gation treated the Americans 
to fresh coconuts.

Before heading back to 
Accra for the flight home, 
the volunteers traveled up 
to Kakum National Park 
to experience the rain for-
est canopy walk. They also 

toured the Cape Coast 
castle, a seacoast castle 
built by the Swedes in 
1653 as a trading cen-
ter for gold. After the 
lucrative slave market 
was founded, the castle 

was used to hold and ship 
slaves to Europe and the 
New World.

The entire trip was punc-

tuated by problems on the road. On 
two occasions our driver, who was 
not very familiar with some areas, 

took wrong turns and we ended 
up losing a few hours in back-
tracking. The group cheerfully 

noted that not only were we able to 
take some unscheduled side trips, 
but we also were able to see both 

sides of the road! 
Our van also suffered numer-

ous mechanical and tire prob-
lems, including three flat tires 
(complicated by a flat spare, a 
jack that didn’t work and a lug 
wrench that bent), a shorted out 
wire to the fuel pump, a wind-
shield wiper that fell off in the 
rain and a passenger window that 
came loose from the frame and 
fell down inside the door (also 
during a rainstorm)! 

Each incident added to the 
authenticity of travel in Africa!

All four Youth Corps volunteers 
set a wonderful example of love, 
service and dedication. Each expe-

rienced varying degrees of intestinal 
difficulties at some point during the 
trip, but they didn’t allow that to 

slow them down, 
and all participat-
ed to the full. 

E v e r y o n e —
campers, congre-
gations, staff and 
Youth Corps—
came away from 
this camp with 
good memories, 
new friendships 
and a greater 
desire for the 
Kingdom of God 
when we can all 
be together again 
in a much better 
world!

Tom Clark

Youth Corps Volunteers Help With Ghana Summer Camp

For the first time, we have been 
able to hold two youth camps in 
French Africa. The four-day camps 
were held in and around our church 
halls in Lomé, Togo, in West Africa 
and in Douala, Cameroon, in Central 
Africa. 

In addition to local Church vol-
unteers who helped with logistics, 
Bernard Hongerloot from the French 
Office, Daniel and Cindy Harper 
from Cherbourg, France, and region-
al coordinator Joel Meeker served on 
the staff. Fourteen youths from Togo 
and 13 from Cameroon 
attended.

Tragical ly  one 
young man from Côte 
d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast), 
Anicet Tia, who was 
going to come to Togo, 
died unexpectedly and 
inexplicably just days 
before he was to leave 
for camp. The healthy 
17-year-old was work-
ing in a local market 
when he went to lie 
down to rest while on his break, and 
died in his sleep. 

The four visitors had a layover 
in Côte d’Ivoire between Togo and 

Cameroon and so were able to travel 
out to the rural village of La Mé to 
visit with the Tia family for several 
hours.

Camp activities included Christian 
Living classes, team-building activi-
ties, football (soccer), volleyball, 
ultimate Frisbee, novelty Olympics, 
journalism, Q&A Bible study ses-
sions with the campers, and a variety 
show. 

The weather was tropically sunny 
in Togo during the whole camp, but 

the schedule in Cameroon had to be 
juggled each day to work around 

the times when the monsoon rains 
poured down.

Several Church members took 
time off work or traveled in from their 
rural villages to sit in on the Bible 
classes and to see how the camp was 
run. They were just as excited as the 
campers were to observe this Church 
effort to serve our young people.

At the end of the camps, the young 
people’s main comment was “I hope 
we can do this again next year!”

Joel Meeker

First French Youth Camps Held in Togo and Cameroon

Campers in Ghana participated in challenging team-building 
activities; the Youth Corps volunteers experienced transportation 
challenges (photos by Zach Zimmerman and Dawn Deininger)

Clockwise from left: Togo team-
building; campers and staff in Togo; 
volleyball in Cameroon; campers 
and staff in Cameroon (photos by 
Joel Meeker and Cindy Harper)
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by Joel Meeker

Eight young adult volunteers participat-
ed in the United Youth Corps service and 
educational project in Jordan and Israel 
for seven weeks during June, July and 
August 2008. They served at two projects 
in Jordan: the Young Muslim Women’s 
Association Bunyat center school for the 
mentally challenged in Amman and a kin-
dergarten day camp in the rural village of 
Al Rajef, near Petra. They also worked on 
the archaeological excavation at Megiddo 
in Israel.

The volunteers 
were Liz Cannon 
from Jupiter, Florida; 
Melea Martin from 
Ruston, Louisiana; 
Joshua Messerly 
from Brush Prairie, 
Washington; John 
Nichols from Wyo-
ming, Michigan; 
Jessica Schultz from 
Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Rick 
Shabi from Palm 
Coast, Florida; Kris-
ten Waldrup from 
Sanger, Texas; and Garrett Wayne from 
North Bend, Ohio. 

Matthew and Mary Ann Bates, who 
had just finished a year of volunteer work 
at the Amman Baccalaureate School, did 
most of the advance logistical preparations 
and participated in the Al Rajef camp as 
well. The project was codirected by David 
Baker, and me and my wife Marjolaine. 
Our daughters Fiona and Tatiana also 
served on the project; they traveled at our 
family’s expense.

The volunteers arrived in Amman on 
June 17 and were met at the airport by Mr. 
Baker. For several days they toured bibli-
cally related sites in Jordan. 

These including the ruins of Herod’s 
palace at Machaerus (where John the Bap-
tist was imprisoned and finally beheaded), 
Bethany beyond the Jordan (where Jesus 
was baptized in the Jordan River), Mount 
Nebo (where Moses could view the 
Promised Land just before his death), 
Gadara (where Jesus cast out the demons 
that then entered the swine that drowned 
themselves) and Pella (the original place 
of safety where the first-century Chris-
tians took refuge before Jerusalem was 
destroyed in A.D. 70). 

At each site, Mr. Baker and I would 
read the biblical or historical accounts and 
explain their significance.

Serving in Jordan
The group split in two for the Jordanian 

service projects: Melea, John, Kristen and 
Garrett worked on a summer camp for stu-
dents at the YMWA Bunyat center school. 
This is the same school where Ambas-
sador College students volunteered more 
than 20 years ago. Mr. Baker remembered 
his time as a volunteer in the same building 
in the early 1980s. 

Our volunteers staffed the camp for 
mostly Down syndrome students, helping 
in a variety of activities, including coloring 
and making hand puppets, creating note-
books and other crafts, music and dancing 
and a field trip to Aqaba on the Red Sea. 
Outside cleanup for parents’ night turned 

into an epic water fight that had 
everyone soaked and laughing. 

The staff slept in classrooms and 
took their meals with the students. 
They were on-call 24 hours a day 
during the weeklong camp.

During the same week, the other 
volunteers worked at a kindergarten 
camp in the village of Al Rajef four hours’ 
drive to the south of Amman. The 40 chil-
dren were divided into four groups and 
rotated through a series of fun and educa-
tional activities during which they learned 
some simple concepts in English, such as 
colors, numbers and body parts. 

Activities included coloring and mak-
ing hand puppets, sculpting with modeling 
clay, sidewalk coloring using chalk, a sci-
ence experiment involving ice cubes dyed 
with food coloring melting together to see 
how colors mix and blend, and physical 
education activities including dancing and 
musical chairs. As the children learned 
some basic English, our volunteers learned 
some simple Arabic at the same time. 

The camp ended with a presentation 
by the children to their parents to show 
what they had learned. The song “Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes” was a great 
success!

At both schools the administrators were 
very pleased and impressed with the work 
of the Youth Corps volunteers, and hoped 
that we would return to serve in similar 
projects in the future.

After the camps, our group spent a day 
in the breathtaking beauty of Petra, a site 
mentioned several times in the Bible. We 
continued south to Aqaba from where 
we made an expedition to Wadi Rum, a 
stunningly beautiful area of the Arabian 
desert, made famous by T.E. Lawrence 
(Lawrence of Arabia) who, in this area, 
organized Arab resistance to the Turks 
during World War I. 

After a tour in four-wheel-drive trucks 
(and getting stuck several times), the group 
watched the sun set over the sands before 
camping overnight in bedouin tents. One 
final day in Jordan was spent at the Red 

Sea just south of Aqaba, where the volun-
teers had the chance to swim and snorkel 
in the warm clear waters.

Digging and Exploring in 
Israel

Saying good-bye to the Bates, and 
crossing into Israel, the group spent five 
days touring biblical and other historical 
sites. These included Masada, the oasis of 
En Gedi (where David hid from Saul and 
where he cut off the piece of Saul’s robe), 
Qumran (where the Dead Sea scrolls were 
found), Jericho, Capernaum on the Sea of 
Galilee (the central point of Jesus’ Galilean 
ministry), Nazareth, Caesarea (where Paul 
was imprisoned and appealed to Caesar), 
Mount Carmel (where Elijah faced the 
prophets of Baal), Joppa and Jerusalem. 

Following this tour the group said good-
bye to Mr. Baker who returned home. The 
volunteers settled into the kibbutz that 

would be their home for the next month as 
they worked on the archaeological excava-
tion at Tel Megiddo. 

Megiddo has been the site of many bat-
tles over millennia, and the valley below 
it is called Armageddon in the book of 
Revelation, which identifies it as the place 
of gathering for the armies that will fight 

against Jesus Christ at His return. Our vol-
unteers worked in four different areas, at 

different depths, from the Early 
Bronze all the way to the Assyr-
ian period, a span of a thousand 
years or more.

The daily work schedule 
began with rising by 4:30 a.m. at 
the latest so as to be on the bus 
by 4:55. Digging in the various 
squares began at first light, no 
later than 5:30 a.m. With a break 
for breakfast at 8:30, work con-
tinued until 1 p.m., at which time 
the diggers returned to the kib-

butz for lunch and the chance to rest. At 4 
the diggers gathered to wash pottery and 
process other finds from the day’s work. 
Dinner was at 7, followed by lectures from 
the different archaeologists directing the 
work. The workweek ran from Sunday to 
Thursday.

The Youth Corps volunteers spent each 

Friday and Sabbath in Jerusalem 
exploring this important city. 
Sites visited included the Mount 
of Olives, the Garden of Geth-
semane, the Western Wall, the 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the 
Garden Tomb, the City of David 
(including a fascinating walk 
through Hezekiah’s Tunnel), the 
Israel Museum and Yad Vashem 
(the Holocaust museum). There 

was also free time to explore the city’s four 
quarters and shop for souvenirs.

There were three terrorist attacks in 
Jerusalem during the project. Twice Arab 
Israelis turned heavy equipment they were 
operating against traffic in the streets, 
crushing and dismembering passersby. 
One Friday evening, Israeli soldiers were 

shot from ambush 
just outside the 
Lion’s Gate on the 
east side of the Old 
City. This happened 
just a few hours after 
my wife and I had 
walked through the 
gate. These events 
were sad and sober-
ing reminders of the 
continuing insecuri-
ty in Israel and how 
constantly vigilant 
people must be.

The excavation directors told me sev-
eral times how much they appreciated the 
work ethic of our volunteers. Professor 
Israel Finkelstein, the excavation director, 
told me he hoped we would come back 
again, and that he very much appreciated 
the example set by our volunteers. Pro-
fessor David Ussishkin, codirector of the 
Megiddo excavation, said it was a pleasure 
to have people who were not only serious 
about the work, but also pleasant people 
with whom to work.

Finds during the dig this year included 
clay vessels from the last years of Israelite 
habitation just before the fall to the Assyr-
ian Empire, statuettes and gold pendants 
from an earlier Israelite period, and per-
haps most importantly the foundations of a 
huge Early Bronze Age temple, complete 
with altar tables. This temple may well 
have been 200 feet long by 140 feet wide, 
an immense building for such an early 
date, when Megiddo was likely the most 

important city in the whole region.
The Youth Corps project, mostly 

funded by our volunteers themselves, 
was a wonderful opportunity to prac-
tice service, represent the Church to the 
world, gain a priceless education about 
the Middle East, ancient and modern, and 
develop a much deeper understanding of 
the world of the Bible. Our thanks and 
appreciation to our hard-working Youth 
Corps volunteers!  UN

Youth Corps Volunteers Serve in Jordan and Israel

Youth Corps group standing on the Mount of Olives with a view 
of the Temple Mount in the background; left, Jessica Schultz 
digging at the Megiddo excavation (photos by Joel Meeker)

Clockwise from top: Students at 
YMWA camp show their craft work; 
Josh Messerly is a big hit with 
the children at the Al Rajef camp; 
Liz Cannon works on colors with 
children at Al Rajef; John Nichols, 
Kristen Waldrup, Melea Martin 
and Garrett Wayne with staff and 
students during the water fight/cleanup 
at the YMWA Bunyat Center School



6     UnitedNews  September/October 2002 United Church of God, an International Association6     UnitedNews  November 2008 United Church of God, an International Association

United’s Financial Statements Again Reflect God’s Blessings
■ Independent auditors 
give United’s financial 
statements a clean bill of 
health.

by Jason Lovelady, 
Treasurer

On this two-page spread we 
have included a copy of the 
audited financial statements 
of the United Church of God, 
an International Associa-
tion, and the audit report of 
our independent auditors—
Clark, Schaefer, Hackett 
and Co. of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, for the fiscal year 
that ended on June 30, 
2008. You will also see an 
accompanying table that 
summarizes the year-to-
year changes in certain 
key financial indica-
tors. 

Once again, we are 
pleased to receive an 
“unqualified” opin-
ion on the finan-
cial statements in 
reflecting generally 
accepted accounting 
principles. In this context, the term 
“unqualified” refers to the absence 
of any expression of concern by the 
auditors as to the continued viabil-
ity of the Church, or any failure of 
the statements to represent generally 
accepted accounting principles. 

We give thanks and praise to 
God for blessing the Church with 
the financial stability that we enjoy 
today. It is by His grace, mercy and 
continued blessings that we will con-
tinue to experience sound financial 
health in the future even amidst the 
turbulent financial times facing this 
world today. 

We also thank the faithful and gen-
erous members and others who sup-
port the work of the Church by giving 
tithes and offerings. 

The Council of Elders and adminis-
tration understand the need for God’s 
guidance and direction in helping us 
continue to be good financial stew-
ards of the resources that He makes 
available to us to do His work. All of 
us ask for God’s wisdom and guid-
ance, and for the prayers of all who 
support the work to help us in that 
end.  UN

 Fiscal Year 2007-8 Fiscal Year 2006-7
Cash and cash equivalents $5,976,456 $7,313,322

Total assets 12,097,679 11,631,525

Total liabilities 1,125,946 1,237,428

Unrestricted net assets 10,969,553 10,379,118

Total income 23,927,074 23,368,688

Change in net assets 577,636 1,520,853
Financial statements continue on next page
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From Aug. 17 to 25, 24 campers and 
18 staff members gathered together in 
Aiyetoro, Abeokuta, in Ogun State, 
Nigeria, for a wonderful camp week. 
God blessed the camp with excellent 
weather and plenty of cloud cover to 
lessen the heat as campers enjoyed 
many activities, developed friendships 
and learned more about God’s way.

Four Youth Corps volunteers served 
at the camp: Cody and Bobbi Kitts 
from the Cincinnati East, Ohio, con-
gregation; Rachel Luecke of Bethle-
hem, Pennsylvania; and Jamie Veale 
of Des Moines, Iowa.

A couple of the themes and les-
sons of camp this year were serv-
ing God no matter where you live 
or the circumstances you are in 
and being prepared both to serve 
God (by preparing your heart) 
and to withstand the events of the 
end-time and inherit the King-
dom. We cannot make it without 
God’s help, so campers were 
urged to internalize His words 
and laws by praying and studying 

daily and staying close to Him.
These themes were discussed 

throughout the day as campers went 
to the different activities: volleyball, 
rock climbing, dance, music, crafts, 
computer skills, compass checks, 
cooking, etiquette, team challenge, 
Christian living, novelty Olympics 
and sign language. 

A few of the highlights of camp 
were the staff-versus-camper volley-
ball game, the rope bridge challenge 
and special music on the Sabbath.

The volleyball match started off 

with the staff team beating the camp-
ers, but then in an exciting turn of 
events the campers pulled together 
and beat the staff in the second game! 
That was the first time in the history 
of the Nigerian camp that the camp-
ers beat the staff. However, only two 
games were played, so the tiebreaker 
will have to be played next year.

The rope bridge challenge was 
a special activity at the end of the 
week. Throughout the week the teams 
practiced making a rope bridge and 
safely getting their whole team across 
the bridge. For the challenge all of 

the teams assembled 
together and competed 
to see who could build 
the bridge and get 
their team across the 

quickest—with the fewest mistakes. 
The event was exciting to watch, as 
each team not only cheered on its own 
teammates, but also the members of 
the other teams as well.

Teamwork was definitely another 

theme during camp because, while 
we have to rely on God for our 
strength, we are also commanded to 
be strengthening and exhorting one 
another regularly. A beautiful exam-
ple of teamwork was presented on 
the Sabbath when campers and staff 
presented a threefold piece of special 
music. One row was singing, another 
playing a recorder accompaniment 
and the third row was signing the 
words to the music. All three forms 
of communication blended together 
to form a very special and inspiring 
piece.  

There are many other stories that 
could be shared, but there simply is not 
enough space. We all face many differ-
ent trials and tests but none that cannot 
be overcome with God’s help. As the 
campers learned from rock climbing, 
we must trust our belayer—not only 
in rock climbing, but also in life (God 
“holds our rope,” so to speak). It is okay 
to fall (your belayer will catch you), but 
we must never quit or give up!

Rachel Luecke and Jamie Veale

Nigerian Campers See Need for God’s Help and Teamwork

Youth Corps Jordan Volunteers Keep Feast in Sri Lanka
by Doug Horchak

Little did the five young adult United 
Youth Corps volunteers realize before they 
applied to serve for 10 months in Amman, 
Jordan, that they would also be observing 
their first Feast of Tabernacles on the beau-
tiful and diverse island of Sri Lanka!

Sri Lanka is an island nation just south 
of India in the Indian Ocean. Sad to say, 
this beautiful country has been burdened 
with violence and the uncertainty of civil 
war. While the western and southern parts 
of Sri Lanka are generally considered safe, 
the northern part is still dangerous due to 
the fighting between the opposition Tamil 
Tigers and the government army.

The “Jordan Five” (Zach and Emily 
Smith, Tine Banda, Lewis and Lena 
VanAusdle) were able to observe the Feast 
with 28 other brethren from Sri Lanka, 
Kuwait, the Caribbean, the United King-
dom, Australia and the United States.

My wife, Tanya, and I (along with our 
daughter, Rebecca) were able to spend 
four days with the volunteers and enjoyed 
getting to know our spiritual family from 
Sri Lanka and other parts of the world. 

Zach Smith and Lewis VanAusdle 
currently serve as student teachers at the 
Amman Baccalaureate School teaching 
engineering and physical education. Lena 
VanAusdle and Emily Smith serve as aides 
and instructors for the Bunyat School for 

the handicapped, sponsored by the Young 
Muslim Women’s Association. Both 
work with the developmentally disabled, 
assisting them in basic skills. Tine Banda 
is serving in a unique setting, assisting the 
efforts of Prince Hassan with the Center 
for Human Security in Amman.

While this group of five can say they 
have been treated very kindly by their Jor-
danian coworkers, they quickly point out 
that they have had no personal contact with 
other brethren during their first two months 
abroad. In the week prior to the Feast, 
David Baker and I had a live teleconfer-
ence (via Skype) with the Jordan volun-
teers and were able to prepare them for 
their trip and stay in Sri Lanka. During the 

conversation, each young adult expressed 
the idea, “We can’t wait to reconnect with 
God’s people at the Feast!”

After arriving in Sri Lanka, they were 
not disappointed. The Sri Lankan breth-
ren were as warm and welcoming as one 
could hope for! And these local brethren 
also looked forward to having contact 
with other members of their spiritual fam-
ily at the Feast. With less than 15 members 
able to regularly meet on the Sabbath in 
Colombo, the local UCG congregation 
was very anxious to have all of the breth-
ren from abroad come.

While at the Feast both Zach and Lewis 
were able to assist by leading hymns and 
giving sermonettes at services on two 

occasions. Lena, Emily and Tine con-
ducted Festival Youth Instruction classes 
for the small children on two mornings 
before services.

An additional opportunity was having 
Mark Wine and his family from Dal-
las, Texas, at the Feast this year. He is an 
Ambassador College graduate of 1991, 
and served for a year teaching at the 
Waterfield Institute in Sri Lanka in 1989. 
Mr. Wine was able to share some of his 
personal experiences serving in a different 
part of the world as the Jordan volunteers 
are doing. The chance to share mutual 
experiences of being a “light” to the world 
while serving overseas was very helpful to 
the volunteers.  UN

students on areas he is responsible for. 
Gary Antion, admissions director and 
student affairs officer, brought clarifica-
tion to the areas he oversees. Ken Shoe-

maker, ABC Chorale director, inspired 
the students to join the Chorale and sing 
praises to honor God. David Johnson, 
alumni affairs, spoke briefly about how 
he plans to keep in contact with them 
after they graduate.

In the main address, UCGIA President 
Clyde Kilough inspired the students to 
seek and apply the knowledge they learn to 
build the godly character that is so needed 
by this world and in the Church.

A delicious array of hors d’oeuvres 

was served by Ina McLemore and her 
staff amid a beautiful Mediterranean 
decor in the ABC dining hall. The 
finger foods were enjoyed by over 80 
students, faculty, staff and elders from 
the Cincinnati area while they became 

better acquainted with each other.
The afternoon was over too quickly and 

then it was off to do any last minute prepa-
rations for the 8:30 a.m. Gospels class with 
Richard Thompson on Monday morning, 
Sept. 8.  UN

“ABC,” continued from page 1

Teamwork seen in 
special music, group 
photo and rope 
bridge activity
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Argentina
Mendoza

The Feast of Tabernacles for the “south-
ern cone” of South America was held 
once again in the city of Mendoza, Argen-
tina. The Feast site in Mendoza serves the 
countries of Argentina, northern Chile, 
Uruguay and Brazil. Visitors included 
brethren from the United States, Australia, 
Italy and Ecuador, just to mention a few. A 
total of 12 nationalities were present.

A special treat this year was a visit from 
Clyde and Dee Kilough who stayed for 
the entire Feast. Another guest minister 
was Jaime Gallardo and his wife, Mara, 
who serve the southern Chilean region. 
The Festival coordinator was Saul Langa-
rica and his wife, Carmen, who serve the 
entire region.

The activities were kicked off after 
sunset on the first day with the traditional 
esquinazo—the greetings to the interna-
tionals by the Chilean brethren in the form 
of singing and dancing of the typical Chil-
ean music and dance.

The family dance was very successful 
and included a visit from “Elvis” that pro-
vided a lot of laughs.

The next event was the talent show 
that included dancing and singing from a 
variety of the countries represented. All of 
the visitors were dazzled by the talent dis-
played, not to mention the obvious work 
and effort put into the costumes by the 
brethren here.

The good news from the last day of the 
Feast was the announcement of the bap-
tism of 11 new members from Argentina 
and Chile.

Mr. Kilough delivered a sermon on the 
first day of the Feast about developing the 
fruits of the Spirit. He challenged everyone 
to think about, study and work on a par-
ticular fruit that was displayed each day in 
the background behind the podium, while 
keeping love as a central theme.

Mr. Langarica gave a timely message 
as it relates to current world events titled 
“The Cycle of the Empires,” showing 
that all of the great empires throughout 
history have displayed the same pattern: 
a humble beginning, a peak of success 
and a sudden fall. He then explained that 
this present society will soon follow the 
same pattern to give place to the King-
dom of God.

To sum up the Feast here this year is to 
describe the warmth, enthusiasm and ener-

gy from the brethren that “lifts” a visitor up 
and is appreciated wholeheartedly by all.

Fred Nance

Australia
Busselton, Western 
Australia

The Feast held this year on the shores 
of Geographe Bay in a picturesque wine-
growing area was the first for the United 
Church of God in Western Australia.

The high-quality sermons and ser-
monettes added to the excitement of the 
brethren as God unveiled good reasons for 
everyone to look forward to the wonder-
ful millennial rule of Jesus Christ. We were 
also reminded, “Do We Have the Mind for 
the Kingdom of God?”

Present were 132 Feastgoers. Seven 
were from international areas, close to 40 
from Western Australia and the rest from 
the east coast of Australia. We had the plea-
sure of welcoming as a guest elder Larry 
DeLong and his wife, Maureen, from 
Canada. God also blessed us with many 
people who were able to add to the joy of 
the Feast through the presentation of spe-
cial music in the form of individual perfor-
mances, choirs and instrumentalists.

Each day all present looked forward to 
simply being with each other, and this was 
aided through the splendid social activi-
ties:

• The family night had a “mad hatter’s” 
theme, and those who attended came up 
with an amazing array of crazy hats.  

• A games night of chocolate bingo was 
a great hit, as was all the chocolate!  

• Shady peppermint trees near the 
beach were ideal for the family barbecue. 
Although tennis, squash or miniature golf 
were available, most people just enjoyed 
talking, eating and relaxing, with the pool 
being popular with the children.  

• On Sunday afternoon all ladies and 
teenage girls were invited to a high tea 
where the theme was “Answered Prayer.” 
Many shared their experiences of a loving 
Father intervening in big ways and small 
ways.

• For those wanting to get in touch with 
their roots, an “Australiana” evening of 
early Australian poetry, bush stories, soup 
and “damper” with golden syrup also gave 
our international visitors a glimpse into our 
past.

Brethren enjoyed a beautiful array 

of scenery, ranging from pounding surf 
to shallow, clear turquoise bay beaches, 
tall forests, caves and wildflowers. For 
refreshment some visited a lavender farm 
for afternoon tea or a winery, a chocolate 
factory or a boutique brewery. The scenic 
bus trip was popular.

The banner prepared for the auditorium 
represented the deserts of Western Austra-
lia and also the wild flowers that bloom 
profusely when the deserts have rain, indi-
cating the watering, spiritually and physi-
cally, of the whole earth when Jesus Christ 
rules at His return.

Dawn Goodger

Devonport, Tasmania
“We are finally here!” That was the 

opening statement from Barry Williams, 
Festival coordinator for the Feast in Devon-
port, Tasmania. Mr. Williams reminded 
us why we were at the Feast—to come 
before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
and to reestablish and reconfirm what God 
requires of us. 

During the Feast we were encouraged 
to “give ourselves away” to one another—
to serve one another. Although we were 
only a small group of 42 people, compli-
ance with this concept was very evident 
this year at the Tasmanian Feast site. 

The Feast video was very warmly 
received, and the young people and first-
time Feastgoers were very keen to learn 
about our heritage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Holladay joined us 
for three days partway through the Feast. 
Mr. Holladay encouraged us with mes-

sages of hope, showing why God’s 
government will prevail, in contrast to 
the world’s empty promises of today. 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams and Mr. 
and Mrs. Stephen Clark did a Feast 
site changeover midway through 
the Feast, with the Williams going 
to Merimbula and the Clarks joining 
us in Devonport. We had messages 
reminding us that God’s Feast days 
are a gift to us, a time of rehearsal that 
we may learn to fear God always. 

How encouraging to hear that 
God is going to bring us safely into 

His Kingdom, how He has plans for all 
mankind. We will be there to help those 
newly converted to make the right choic-
es. Mr. Clark’s Last Great Day message 
reminded us that at the time of the Great 
White Throne Judgment God will know 
we love—just like Him. We will have been 
prepared and will have developed agape 
love.

The physical activities enhanced our 
opportunities to serve and fellowship with 
one another. No one was left out. The 
young families were able to bush walk at 
Cradle Mountain. The not so young had 
a bus trip to view the spectacular tulips at 
Table Cape. We had perfect weather for 
the Family Day, and the trivia night and 
entertainment from the youngsters was a 
perfect ending to the day. 

Physically we enjoyed special treats—
whatever our hearts desired. Spiritually 
we were provided with food for thought, 

correction, getting us back to the basis of 
our beliefs.

Lea Evans

Merimbula, New South 
Wales

Opening night of the Feast buzzed with 
the excitement. Steve Clark spoke on the 
need for humility to properly fear God and 
become true followers of Christ so we can 
be makers of peace now and in the future. 
All the speakers—Barry Williams, Steve 
Clark, Matt Sieff, Bill Eddington, Renato 
Balugo, Tony Edge, David King, Geoff 
King, Peter King, Craig McQueen, David 
Sandland and Ken Thomson—were 
inspiring, moving and strong. 

The video Our Heritage of Faith was a 
highlight for all. It provoked very positive 
memories in those who have been part of 
the Church of God for many years, and 
was a valuable source of information for 
the newer and younger people. Our com-
pliments and appreciation to all in Cincin-
nati who had a hand in putting it together.

Matt Sieff, trainee pastor in New South 
Wales, took on much of the Feast organiz-
ing as well as providing accompaniment 
for special music and helping with elec-
tronic “stuff” and many other tasks aided 
by Leah, his wife. Attendance peaked at 
246, 70 more than anticipated, which was, 
Mr. Sieff said, “a very nice problem.”

At the seniors’ lunch it was noted that 
seniors as a group make as much noise as 
an entire Feast congregation. Everyone 
involved in activities, set-up, the business 
desk, the popular literature display and 
behind the scenes worked together for 
good (to borrow a well-known phrase). 
Mr. Sieff commented that it was very good 
to see such a “generosity of willingness” 
among brethren working together to make 
the Feast enjoyable for all. 

Steve and Cathy Clark left for Devon-
port mid-Feast to rejoin their family and 
Barry and Sue Williams and son Garry 
arrived from the Tasmanian site for the 
second part of the Feast in Merimbula. 

Special music, both vocal and instru-
mental, was a daily feature, adding more 
joy and praise to God. Festival activities 
were augmented by the generosity of hosts 
like the Edges and the happy bachelors on 
Tasman St. who provided “open house” 
get-togethers; Natalie Cole organized a 
boat for those willing to go fishing very 
early; and there were many smaller get-
togethers. 

Those who couldn’t attend were not for-
gotten as caring members made sure cards 
were signed and sent to them. Sightings of 
dolphins at the seniors’ lunch and a pod of 
whales that delighted New Zealand visi-
tors at Tathra Wharf added an extra sense 
of wonder. Feast 2008 in Merimbula was 
truly a joyful one.

Mavis Stucci

Sunshine Coast, Queensland
The Sunshine Coast Feast site was host 

to 325 enthusiastic Feast attendees from 
Australia, as well as the United States, 
England and Singapore. We had 20 people 

More Than 20,000 Celebrate the Feast With United
Feast Attendance

Argentina ................................. 543
Australia
 Busselton, Western Australia 132
 Devonport, Tasmania .................42
 Merimbula, New South Wales .. 246
 Sunshine Coast, Queensland . 325
Bahamas ....................................171
Barbados .....................................96
Bolivia ..........................................71
Brazil ...........................................75
British Isles ...............................497
Cameroon ....................................41
Canada
 Kelowna, British Columbia... 268
 Midland, Ontario ................... 177
 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan ........70
 St. John’s, Newfoundland ........11
Chile ......................................... 163
Colombia ...................................NA
Congo ..........................................40
Fiji ..................................................9
France ..........................................85
Germany .................................. 240
Ghana ........................................545
Guatemala................................ 695
Guyana ........................................26
India .............................................22
Italy .......................................... 259
Ivory Coast .................................55
Jamaica .................................... 420
Kenya........................................ 309
Malawi ......................................151
Malaysia .....................................23
Mauritius ....................................21
Mexico ..................................... 430
New Zealand ..............................83
Nigeria .......................................125
Peru .......................................... 211
Philippines
 Baguio City ............................ 167
 Davao City ............................. 400
 Iloilo ....................................... 112
Portugal ......................................61
Rwanda .......................................75
St. Lucia ....................................173
Singapore ....................................45
South Africa
 George.................................... 106
 Uvongo .................................. 172
Sri Lanka ....................................32
Togo.............................................63
Tonga ..........................................37
United States
 Bend-Redmond, Oregon ........952
 Branson, Missouri ...............1,542
 Bushkill (Poconos), Pennsylvania ... 
  ..................................................1,032
 Cincinnati, Ohio/N. Kentucky ....674
 Escondido, California ............ 979
 Jekyll Island, Georgia ..........1,540
 Kerrville, Texas .......................836
 Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii...............551
 Panama City Beach, Florida ...1,593
 Steamboat Springs, Colorado ...621
 Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin ..1,445
Zambia ..................................... 287
Zimbabwe ...................................40
Total Attendance ...............20,212
Shut-ins who received Feast 
 tapes from the home office .... 756
TOTAL .............................20.968

Mendoza, Argentina
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Anita and Jordan Karagiannidis at 
family night with “mad hatter’s” theme
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who attended the Feast for the first time. 
They enjoyed perfect weather for the entire 
eight days, along with miles of pristine 
beaches on the coast of eastern Australia. 
Many had accommodations with sweep-
ing views of the ocean where the last of 
the migrating whales heading south for the 
summer put on an occasional display. 

While the ocean views were majestic, 
the spiritual food was in abundance. Ser-
mons and sermonettes were focused on 
the Millennium and how God is prepar-
ing us a place to serve in the Kingdom of 
God. The theme had a sobering effect as 
we observed the Feast at the same time 
we saw the world financial system begin 
to come apart. We added a Bible study 
this year on God’s economic system in 
the Millennium to drive the point home 
how vastly different it will be in the world 
tomorrow. 

Numerous comments were made about 
the messages being the best yet. Guest 
speaker Roy and Norma Holladay were 
here for just over half the Feast, and he 
delivered messages that reflected his depth 
of understanding of God’s plan.

Activities were for all ages: seniors, 
young adults and families. The Family 
Dinner and Dance again featured our own 
band, the “Taberwaggles,” who performed 
for the children. They then transformed 
themselves into the “Spectabernaculars” 
to perform dance favorites for all ages. 

This Feast again was a whole Church 
effort, with everyone pitching in to make it 
an outstanding Feast for everyone else. 

Bill Bradford

Bahamas
Freeport

Conditions for the second United 
Church of God Feast of Tabernacles in 
the Bahamas were so ideal that the Festi-
val coordinator encouraged those attend-
ing not to think that the Millennium had 
already arrived! Bright sunshine, perfect 
temperatures, warm fellowship and solid 
messages were the norm for the 171 Baha-
mians and Americans who attended. On 
opening night the brethren were encour-
aged to “sing, flow and grow” as a picture 
of what humans will enjoy during the Mil-
lennium (Jeremiah 31:12).

The Sheraton and Westin Our Lucaya 

Resort in Freeport, Grand Bahama Island, 
proved to be a very nice location for the 
Feast, complete with soft sandy beaches, 
several swimming pools, restaurants and 
shopping. The meeting hall for services 
was only a few steps away from the sleep-
ing rooms.

The small Freeport congregation of 
about 25 served as hosts, doing a mar-
velous job of physically preparing for 
the Feast as well as warmly welcoming 

everyone to their island home. Brethren 
from the other Bahamian congregation 
in Nassau also made up a large part of the 
team of servants that helped the Feast to 
run so smoothly.

In addition to the spiritual meals each 
day, Festival Youth Instruction was held 
on two days. Nearly 100 participated in 
a family snorkeling cruise to explore the 
coral reef and undersea life. The Fam-
ily Fun Show, humorously emceed by 
Freeport deacon Daniel McKinney, 
featured Bahamian and American 
singing, dancing and recitation.

During Family Fun Day on the 
beach, “pirate” Captain Jack Chicka-
dee encouraged the children to find his 
lost treasure buried somewhere in the 
beach sands. For organized 
games, participants of all age 
groups were organized into 
three teams. By the end of the 
day, the blue team edged out 
the red and yellow teams to 
take first place, although the 
final standings were humor-
ously contested throughout 
the rest of the Feast.

One of the most enjoyable activities for 
many was a Bahamian luncheon at one 
of the local brethren’s homes, featuring 
Bahamian dishes such as peas and rice, 
steamed fish, curry chicken, baked maca-
roni and cheese, potato salad, all topped off 
with homemade guava duff for dessert!

On the Last Great Day, everyone 
enjoyed a sumptuous lunch between ser-
vices. As a thank you for their warmth and 
welcoming hospitality, all the Bahamian 
brethren were the guests of honor.

Dave Myers

Barbados
The Feast in Barbados was held at 

Southern Palms Hotel on the south coast 
of the island. There were heavy showers 
the inaugural night and first Holy Day, but 
the remainder of the Feast was largely hot 
and sunny with the occasional shower. 

Those attending represented the Carib-
bean islands of Barbados, St. Kitts, Nevis, 
St. Vincent, Grenada, Trinidad and Toba-
go, along with members from the United 
States. The highest attendance was 96.

Mr. and Mrs. David Mills spent the 
entire Feast with us. Mr. Mills deliv-
ered seven sermons and conducted 
a Bible study on Friday evening. His 
messages were thought provoking and, 
while focused on the Feast, had practi-
cal application for our daily lives. He 
kept the sermons lively with his many 
humorous quotations. Both he and his 
wife endeared themselves to the entire 
congregation with their warm, person-
able, approachable and humble man-
ner. They blended right into the largely 
Caribbean congregation. 

The sermonettes were also informa-
tive and well received.
Feast booklets specially prepared for the 

different age groups of our Church youth 
were handed out at the Feast. 

The planned activities were well attend-
ed. The bus tour around the island included 
a visit to Orchid World. The Family Day 
picnic was held at Dover Beach with a 
specially catered meal. The remainder of 
the time was spent swimming or sitting 
in the shade and fellowshipping. Games 
were organized for the children and young 

adults. A children’s party was held on Fri-
day, and there was a talent show that was 
reminiscent of the ones we held in the early 
days of the Church. 

On Wednesday and the morning half 
of the Last Great Day we joined the Jekyll 
Island Feast site for the cybercast. The Fes-
tival video was played on Friday, and the 
blessing of the children took place on the 
Sabbath.

The music was outstand-
ing at the Feast this year, 
with the Festival choir sing-
ing on the Sabbath and the 

two Holy Days and the children’s choir 
performing two pieces on Friday. There 
was also a song sung by an all male trio on 
Sunday and a solo of the “Holy City” on 
the last Monday. 

God blessed us with a fantastic Feast—
great weather, inspired messages, both 
spiritual and physical blessings, and really 
positive attitudes. We were one big family. 
It was truly a foretaste of God’s coming 
Kingdom.

Stephen Crosby

Bolivia
Cochabamba

This year God took us to celebrate 
His Feast at the Convention Center Casa 
Campestre, which is located 10 kilometers 
away from the city of Cochabamba. The 
surroundings to the Feast site are all full of 
vegetation, with an excellent climate that 

was a very appropriate environment to cel-
ebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. Seventy-
one brethren mainly from Bolivia, but also 
from the United States, Peru, Brazil and 
Chile, had the opportunity to rejoice dur-
ing the days of the Feast. Everybody was 
very inspired by the messages received 
during those days.

All messages were focused toward the 
coming Kingdom of God during the Mil-
lennium and even more to the future of 
the world during the Great White Throne 
Judgment.

Even though the spiritual center of 
the Feast was the messages, we must 
also mention the wonderful cama-
raderie of the brethren while we had 
all of our meals together buffet style. 
The service of the hotel was marvel-
ous. The fellowship was cordial, har-

monious and tranquil—a real family 
atmosphere. 

Each one of us felt it was God who 
inspired, animated and gave us the strength 
and the means to celebrate His Feast with 
so many blessings. All of that gave us 
the inspiration to continue our spiritual 
journey toward the end of our lives or to 
Christ’s coming.

During the family dance, there was a 
lot of participation and enthusiasm among 
the brethren. We also had very good pre-
sentations for the talent show, in which the 
brethren from outside Bolivia participated 
with dances and songs accompanied by 
guitars.

We had a tour of the city of Cochabam-
ba and surrounding areas. We also had the 
chance to go to the top of a mountain from 
which we were able to see the city and take 
lots of pictures.

During the Feast, children had their own 
Bible studies with PowerPoint presenta-
tions. All of the Feast assignments were 
taken very seriously and were developed 
in total harmony and responsibility, which 
contributed to the delight of all attendees. 
May God bring us together again in the 
same spirit next year.

Raúl Machicao

Brazil
Maloca de Moscou

Sejam Bem Vindos A Festa Dos Tab-
ernaculos No Brasil 2008 (Welcome to 
the Feast of Tabernacles in Brazil 2008).  
This was the greeting we had in Maloca de 
Moscou, Brazil. Moscou is located north 
of Boa Vista in the Roraima (Horaima) 
district of Brazil, north of the Amazon.

The brethren in Moscou are Amer-
indians who speak not only their native 
tongue, Wapixana (Wapishana), but 
also Portuguese and English. The vil-
lage is in the savannah of Brazil, with 
jungle islands surrounding. We were 
often greeted in early mornings by the 
sounds of howling monkeys and, as day 
broke, the chatter and chirping of par-

rots, macaws and toucans.  
This year there were about 

75 in attendance, including 
brethren from Guyana, Brazil 
and the United States. The days 
were hot but the nights gave way 
to incredible thunderstorms. 
Some nights you could watch 
multiple storms in the distance 
for a beautiful light show. 

The brethren treated every-
one to a delicious lunch every 

day with spiced beef or chicken, salads 
and fruit from the farms in Moscou. We 
were able to venture into the jungle a few 
times to pick fruit and roots for the meals. 
Bananas, papaya, pumpkins, cassava root 

and mango grow very well here. 
The children often played games in the 

afternoons while others opted to relax in 

hammocks strung in the trees around the 
village. 

It was wonderful to hear the hymns 
sung in Wapixana, Portuguese and Eng-
lish. We were treated to special music daily 
and enjoyed a fun show where many par-
ticipated. The sermons were inspirational 
along with the Bible studies. We had many 
afternoons sharing stories and talking of 
God’s ways. What a blessing it is to be able 
to keep God’s Feast in such a place!

DeAnna Love

British Isles
Stirling, Scotland

A very successful Feast of Tabernacles 
was held in Stirling, Scotland, this year. 
More than 500 people registered their 
attendance, many of them from outside 
the British Isles. 

Countries represented included Nor-
way, Sweden, the Netherlands, Swit-
zerland, France, Spain, Croatia, Poland, 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, South 
Africa, Malawi, Zambia, the United States, 
the West Indies, Colombia and Peru. There 
was a large contingent from Texas who 

almost persuaded us they should be con-
sidered an independent nation.

The messages given by elders from the 
United States, Britain and Canada were 
pivotal to the value of the Feast. Bob and 
Evelyn Fahey from Chicago, Illinois, and 
Beloit, Wisconsin, were visiting areas that 
Mr. Fahey had pastored when living in 
the British Isles. He provided the opening 
night sermon, as well as a Bible study on 
being true disciples of Christ and the Last 
Great Day sermon about God’s judgment. 
Besides the local British ministry, speakers 
included Gary McConnaughey, Charles 
Melear and Lorne Davies. Senior writer 
John Ross Schroeder’s study on the inspi-
ration of the Bible was also well received.

The Feast video Our Heritage of Faith 
covered subject matter that was typical of 
the messages during the Feast—valuing 
the calling and heritage that we have, 
which we must protect and train others to 
faithfully continue.

Attendance varied during the Festi-
val from a high of 497 on the first Holy 
Day, dropping later in the Feast due to 
a stomach flu that took hold of a num-
ber of Feastgoers. 

Many visitors were appreciative 
of the planning that had resulted in a 
smooth-running Feast. The local con-
gregation had also done much to help 
organize events with a special Scottish 
flavor. The tours were well supported, 
and there was excellent cooperation 

from the staff of the coach company to 
meet our needs. 

The weather was much milder than 

Choirs in Barbados 
(photos by Don Simpson)

Freeport, Bahamas

Cochabamba, Bolivia

Maloca de Moscou, Brazil

Ivan Veller plays the bagpipes in 
Stirling, Scotland
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normal for the time of the year. A number 
of local people remarked how “lucky” we 
were with the weather!

The outstanding efforts of the Albert 
Hall’s staff and sound engineers were 
acknowledged at the final function when 
a special presentation was made. A collec-
tion had been made earlier in the week to 
show our appreciation.

Peter Hawkins

Cameroon
Forty-one members celebrated 

the Feast in peace, joy and har-
mony in Douala, Cameroon. For the first 
time, all the sermons and some sermon-
ettes and special music were provided via 
DVD video, which added life and warmth 
to our services.

The examples of discipline and respon-
sibility of our young people were very 
encouraging. Their much-appreciated 
examples are due in part to the first youth 
camp we had in Cameroon this year.

During the talent evening, we enjoyed 
several presentations: traditional dances, 
Bible quiz questions and music recitals. 
The finale was the giving out of special 
Feast gifts to each person present. From 
youngest to oldest, we were all overjoyed.

Our thanks to all those who helped 
make this Festival celebration possible. It 
was a beautiful Feast.

Moïse Mabout

Canada
Kelowna, British Columbia

Spectacular fall colors, cool crisp morn-
ings and sunny afternoons most days 
greeted Feast attendees in Kelowna, with 
a high attendance of 268 on the first Holy 
Day. This year’s Festival was once again 
held in the beautiful Kelowna Commu-
nity Theatre. The theater stage was embel-
lished with beautiful decorations, wonder-
ful flower arrangements and a projection 
screen for the lyrics to the hymns. 

The opening sermon, delivered by 
Edmonton, Alberta, pastor and member 
of the Council of Elders, Robert Berendt, 
set the tone emphasizing that despite a 
world in economic chaos, God is still in 
control. Powerful and timely sermon top-
ics once again painted a picture of a far dif-
ferent world than the one we see today, a 
future world under the leadership of Jesus 
Christ.

Along with strong messages related to 
the Kingdom of God, the Kelowna Festi-
val Choir under the direction of Jim Bran-
denburg of Calgary, Alberta, provided us 
with some exceptional musical presenta-
tions, including the very moving “Chorus 
of the Hebrew Slaves.” There were also 
several individual performances of spe-
cial music. One of the Festival highlights 
as always was the children’s choir, under 
the guidance of Calgary member Belinda 
Bose. Youth Day once again saw dozens 
of stuffed animals added to the stage set-
ting. The animals were given to young 
children after services. 

This year’s video presentation “Our 
Heritage of Faith” was well received, with 
a number of very positive comments.

Feastgoers, some from as far away as 
Australia, Texas and Alaska, were also 
able to enjoy several activities, including 
a seniors’ luncheon, boat cruises, an after-

noon of golf, a teen bowling/pizza night, 
Festival Youth Instruction, a teen Bible 
study, a young adults’ seminar and an eve-
ning of dancing.

During the Festival we collected non-
perishable goods and cash donations for 
the local Kelowna Food Bank. A represen-
tative of the food bank made a brief appear-

ance thanking us 
for our generous 
contribution. 
We collected 

over 275 pounds of food and $800 in cash 
donations. 

So once again this year in Kelowna, 
we had the opportunity to rehearse for the 
coming Kingdom, and this year’s rehearsal 
was another step toward that soon coming 
Kingdom of God!

David Palmer

Midland, Ontario
Based on comments from the brethren, 

the new Feast site in Midland at the Best 
Western Highland Inn and Conference 
Centre was a big success. Many brethren 
mentioned the well-appoint-
ed guest rooms and the easy 
access to the main meeting 
room. The warm and friendly 
hotel staff went out their way 
to accommodate our needs 
over the eight days.

The main meeting room, 
which was actually the 
ballroom, was set up in two 
halves. Services were held in 
the south half of the ballroom. The layout 
proved to be spacious and comfortable. 
The information center, business office 
and secretarial desk were all conveniently 
located in the north half of ballroom. The 
two on-site restaurants offered a good vari-

ety of food at affordable prices for every-
one’s budget. The main restaurant, appro-
priately called The Atrium, was bright and 
airy, making it ideal for fellowshipping.

The other activities, such as the lun-
cheon boat cruise and the wildlife tour and 
show, were only minutes away from the 
Best Western. The hotel was only a short 
distance from a beautiful park, an array of 
eating places and many shops.

God’s handiwork could be seen through-
out the area in the blaze of fall colors that 
were at their peak during the Feast. 

There were 125 brethren registered, 

but there were 142 on the opening night 
and 167 on the first Holy Day. The highest 
attendance of 177 occurred on the Sabbath. 
About 25 percent of those who attended 
came from the United States, with others 
coming from various provinces in Canada 
and still others from overseas. About one 
third of the brethren were attending an 
Ontario Feast site for the first time, includ-
ing some who were celebrating their first 
Feast ever.

This year we added the Meet and Greet 
social on the first Tuesday evening. 
The turnout was excellent and breth-
ren got to know each other in a more 
casual social setting. All of the activi-
ties were very well attended. 

The spiritual food was also well 
received throughout the Feast, with 
messages in song and word on the 
coming reign of Jesus Christ. Mes-
sages also encouraged us to do 
our part so that we will receive our 
reward to reign with Christ as pictured 
by the Feast of Tabernacles. The uplifting 
special music, the inspiring singing by the 
choir and the children’s choir, which took 
the spotlight, made the Feast in Midland 
one of the best Feasts ever for many who 
attended.

Dennis Horlick

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
This year the Feast of Tabernacles was 

held in the Sandman Hotel in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, for the first time. Seventy 
happy Feastgoers gathered on the first 

Holy Day to worship God. From the 
beginning we all felt excited to be there 
and that was reflected in the singing of the 
hymns. We truly made a joyful noise to 
the Lord. Attendance hovered around 65 
each day. 

The hall was located in the Sandman Inn 
where most of the brethren were housed, 
so almost all members were able to attend 
without driving to the site.

The sermons and sermonettes were very 
powerful, painting a picture of the future 
Kingdom of God. We were truly blessed 
each day to receive instruction from His 
Word. The Feast video was well received 
depicting the history of the Church.

We had the blessing of a little child, 
and a historical Bible study presented by 
Randy Stiver, whom we were privileged 
to have with us all week. Bruce Bird and 
Robert Berendt also delivered some won-
derful messages.

For two Sabbath evenings we gathered 
for hymn singing, and we sang with gusto! 
Average attendance was 50 on these eve-
nings. The special music was beautiful and 
uplifting. One of the families attending 
sang the song “Our God Is an Awesome 
God,” and their little 5-year-old could be 
heard loud and clear!

There was love and friendship among 
the brethren, which was evident each day, 
and everyone did his or her part to make it 
a wonderful Feast.

Cool but sunny weather with a cloud-
less sky greeted almost every day. The 
bridges and scenery in Saskatoon with 
the surrounding parks along the river were 
well worth enjoying.

God greatly blessed our Feast, and all 
the members felt spiritually uplifted and 
rejuvenated.

Evelyn Wempe

St. John’s, Newfoundland
The Feast of Tabernacles at St. John’s 

this year was a greatly diminished event 
compared to previous years. All except 
three services were received by webcast 
from Jekyll Island. David Smith conducted 
the opening night service and elder Dennis 
Horlick from the Toronto, Ontario, congre-
gation gave the sermon on the morning of 
the Last Great Day. Also we didn’t need 
the webcast on Oct. 17 when we played 
the Feast video. On one other day when 
the webcast failed we reverted to playing a 
DVD from last year’s Feast.

Even though there was a high atten-
dance of only 11, and some illness dur-
ing the Feast, it is hoped that those who 
attended did benefit from the fine spiritual 
instruction. Jesus promised that wherever 
two or three were gathered in His name He 
would be in the midst of them (Matthew 
18:20).

The physical highlight of the Feast was 
Family Day evening when 
most of us gathered for a fine 
potluck meal at our regular 
church hall, with some songs 
and music afterward. The 
spiritual highlight was that 
two people were attending 
their very first Feast of Taber-
nacles.

The Feast video was 
thought by many to be the 
best ever.

We hope that again the 
Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day 
gave us a boost to help us get through the 
coming winter and look forward to the 
Spring Holy Days.

David Smith

Chile
Lican Ray

Even when the weather turned cold, the 

Spirit never did. This year 163 brethren, 
mostly from Chile, but also from Mexico 

and the United States, had a wonderful, 
family-style Feast of Tabernacles at this 
small lakefront resort town in southern 
Chile. 

Sermons picturing the coming King-
dom of God were presented by Chile pas-
tor Saul Langarica, elder Jaime Guiñez, 
Esteban Rodriguez and visiting minister 
Ralph Levy. 

Activities included a talent show fea-
turing the dances, music and skits of the 
Chilean brethren, an esquinazo (evening 
of dance, entertainment and refreshments), 
a family dance and a dance for the young 
people (yes, the Chilean brethren like danc-
ing). There was also a children’s party, an 
afternoon tea for the senior citizens, a cat-
amaran tour of beautiful Lake Calafquen 
and a trip to the nearby hot springs, where 
we enjoyed a picnic-style meal and dips in 
pools that varied in temperature from cool 
to very hot. Moments like that are well 
worth the wrinkled fingertips!

Meals were often shared in the wood 
cabins, next to wood-burning fireplaces. 
Brethren invited each other to onces, the 
typical late afternoon meal of sandwiches, 
cakes, empanadas, coffee and tea. 

Two baptisms on the eve of the Last 
Great Day completed the festivities. The 
Chilean brethren are very warm and wel-
coming, and this site is definitely recom-
mended for Spanish-speaking brethren 
who enjoy getting to know their brothers 
and sisters in Christ in a close, family-style 
environment. 

Ralph Levy

Fiji
Suva

The Feast of Tabernacles 2008 proved 
to be another very inspiring and refreshing 
experience for the nine members of God’s 

Church in Fiji. The group is comprised of 
four baptized adults and five preteen chil-
dren.

Despite observing the Feast by our-
selves without the usual excitement of 
meeting new brethren from other coun-
tries, there was no way of suppressing the 
onset of Feast fever as God’s Holy Days 
drew near. Even the financial challenges 
experienced throughout the year by the 
brethren could not dampen our spirits.

The timely spiritual encouragement 
and assistance we received from our pastor 
Jeff Caudle, who visited us with his family 
on the Sabbath prior to Trumpets, set the 
stage for a truly meaningful and enjoyable 
Feast.

Like last year, daily services were held 
at the Sarita Flats where two of the three 
families were accommodated. The third 
family stayed at a hotel about two minutes’ 
walk away. This proved very convenient 
and afforded easy access for services and 
all other group activities. 

Chile

St. John’s, Newfoundland

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Teen leads song service on Youth Day; 
children’s choir in Kelowna

Suva, Fiji

Midland, Ontario
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Because of our small size, we were 
able to do everything together as a fam-
ily, which drew us even closer together as 
God’s children—a true millennial experi-
ence.

A couple of hours spent at the water-
front proved too short for our energetic 
children. They managed to persuade the 
adults to add two more afternoon outings 
of wholesome family fun at the beach. 
Other activities included an educational 
trip to the museum and an exciting quiz 
session with the children.

On the morning on the Last Great Day, 
the group also visited the main cemetery in 
Suva where a number of immediate fam-
ily members of the brethren lay buried. 
The trip was indeed spiritually, emotion-
ally and mentally uplifting as we briefly 
rehearsed the culmination of God’s won-
derful plan and the much anticipated great 
family reunion in God’s Kingdom.

Worshipping God during services 
continued to be the highlight of our Feast 
experience. The spiritual messages were 
all thought-provoking and inspiring, and 
we couldn’t have asked for anything bet-
ter.

We all came away more determined 
than ever to make our calling and election 
sure.

Emori Toloi

France
Collonges-la-Rouge

Eighty-five brethren observed the Feast 
in sunny Collonges-la-Rouge, France, this 
year. Feastgoers came from France, Bel-
gium, Switzerland, the Netherlands, the 
United Kingdom, Australia, Ireland, Can-
ada and the United States, enjoying a fore-
taste of the unity and brotherhood between 
all nations in the world tomorrow.

Bruce Gore, a regional pastor in the 
United States, was a guest speaker and 
gave three encouraging and motivating 
sermons. The Festival video was particu-

larly appreciated this 
year, and created a 
buzz of conversation 
and reminiscing.

All the lodgings 
were just steps from 
the meeting hall, and the Festival attendees 
took all their four-course lunches and din-
ners together in the resort restaurant. Since 
no driving or waiting was required, we had 
much extra time for fellowship.

During our Family Day, visitors learned 
to play pétanque, a bocce ball-like game 
popular in France. Our brethren from Mar-
tinique also offered samples of favorite 
local foods and fruit juices and rum-based 
cocktails just before dinner.

Excursions included visits to nearby 
medieval and Renaissance cities and vil-
lages, and a visit to the Lascaux prehistoric 

cave painting site. One evening a local 
folklore dance and music troop performed 
at the site, and on another evening we 
enjoyed a variety show put on by Festival 
participants.

The site manager, who was observing 
us now for the third year, expressed curi-
osity in how many other sites in the world 
our Church was meeting. And one of the 
restaurant servers shed some tears when 
she told one attendee how touching and 
rare it was to see the unity and camaraderie 
among our group. Lights were shining!

Next year the French Festival site will 
be in Normandy, another fascinating 
region of the country. Excursions will go 
to D-Day invasion sites as well as other 
historical points of interest such as Bayeux 
and Mont-Saint-Michel.

Joel Meeker

Germany
Schluchsee

People from 11 countries gathered 
together to celebrate the Feast of Taberna-
cles in the beautiful village of Schluchsee, 
Germany, in the heart of the Black Forest. 
Delightful fall weather lasted most of the 
week, and the scenery was breathtaking. 
This year marked the 10th year the Feast 
has been held in Schluchsee, and members 
shared photos and memories during a spe-
cial slide show presentation.

The Feast began in a joyous and reflec-
tive manner with selected Bible readings 
and inspiring music preceding the open-
ing night service. Messages throughout 
the Feast focused on God’s overall plan 
and the coming of an age filled with peace 
and prosperity. Members were exhorted 
to make their calling and election sure, 
and to leave their worries in God’s hands. 
Two interactive Bible studies were also 
conducted for the teenagers, and children 
participated in special Bible classes. 

A variety of activities offered brethren 
plenty of time for fellowship and enjoy-
ment, starting with a welcome evening 
after the first Holy Day. For the children, 
there was a children’s party and an after-
noon of Kegeln (nine-pin bowling). The 
teens once again tested their driving skills 
with go-karts and also competed in a 
friendly round of Kegeln. Seniors enjoyed 
each others’ company with a traditional 
Kaffee & Kuchen (“coffee and cake”) 

social. A special treat for 
the ladies was the wom-
en’s breakfast. 

The family dance was 
once again a major high-
light for all ages, with live 
music representing nearly 
every genre. Two bus trips 
were also offered. One 
bus trip took participants 
to Hohlenzollner Castle 

while another trip went to Bad Säckingen. 
For the athletically able, volleyball pro-
vided an opportunity for recreation and 
camaraderie. 

Evening activities included a slide show 
from the 2007 Feast in Jordan, as well as 
a game night and sing-along. The week 
wrapped up with a farewell evening after 
the Last Great Day.

On the Last Great Day, brethren 
“rejoiced with those who rejoice” as Mar-
cos Rosales from the Netherlands was 
ordained a deacon. 

The Feast this year in Germany was 

rich with blessings, physical and spiri-
tual. A large influx of international guests 
added to a festive atmosphere and pushed 
attendance in Schluchsee to its highest 
level (high attendance was 240). While 
everyone was saddened to say “auf Wie-
dersehen,” the Feast again provided a rich 
spiritual and social oasis for the upcoming 
year.

Lisa Fenchel

Ghana
Ejura

Over 500 brethren gathered at the Bap-
tist Women’s Retreat Centre in Ejura, Gha-
na, to keep the Feast of Tabernacles 2008! 

Attendance on the first Holy Day was 402, 
and remained fairly steady most of the 
Feast, peaking on the Last Great Day with 
545 at services. This is nearly double the 
number we expected to have for this year. 
These numbers meant that extra housing 
had to be secured at the beginning of the 
Feast. Fortunately more nearby housing 
was available in Ejura, and everyone had 
a place to stay.

In addition to brethren from all over 
Ghana, this year we were blessed to have 
two brothers and their sister from Belgium 
join us for the Feast, Eric, Rene and Mary 
Kasper. Transfers in for the Feast are rare 
in Ghana, so this was a real treat and bless-
ing for the Church.

Although there were some physi-
cal challenges and obstacles to work 
through (such as the occasional loss of 
power and/or water, sound equipment 
breakdowns, vehicle problems and so 
forth), nothing prevented us from having 
services every day of the Feast, as has 
happened in the past. For some brethren, 
this was the first time for them to expe-
rience a full Feast with services every 
day, as the rest of the brethren around 
the world do.

One member remarked that for him 
personally, in over two decades of keep-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles, this year was 
perhaps the most challenging physically, 
but the best spiritually. His sentiment was 
reflected in the obvious hunger of the 
brethren to learn and understand the truth 
of God. 

During the Feast three separate ques-
tion-and-answer-style Bible studies and a 
seminar that was also opened to questions 
were held. The shortest of these was one 
hour, and the longest lasted 3½ hours! 
Most of the questions involved either an 
understanding of particular scriptures or 
issues of Christian living and how to prac-
tice our faith in the cultural setting of West 
Africa. The attitude was reminiscent of the 
Bereans in Acts 17:11.

The Last Great Day came to a close 
with the brethren spiritually fed and ready 

to begin their trips home to wrestle with 
the challenges they face on a daily basis. 
The entire Church in Ghana joins with the 
family of God around the world in pray-
ing for the time when the symbolism of 
the Feast is fulfilled and God’s Kingdom 
has come!

Tom Clark

Guatemala
Antigua

This year we had the greatest variety 
of visitors for the Feast in Antigua, Gua-
temala. They came from the Dominican 
Republic, Canada, El Salvador, the United 
States, Honduras, Argentina, Costa Rica, 
Chile, Nicaragua, Panama and, of course, 
Guatemala.

Many visitors who attended were very 
grateful and quite impressed because they 
found the Latin brethren were extremely 
friendly and helpful. We also had a Sab-
bath day dinner, which helped us to devel-
op a tighter fellowship.

Even though this time of the year is 
the rainy season, we had mild weather 
that allowed all of us to participate in the 
majority of activities scheduled without 
problem.

The sermons and sermonettes remind-
ed us all of the 
commitment we 
made with our 
Heavenly Father, 
as well as all the 
promises we can 
obtain if we do 
obey what He 
demands of all 
of us, His cho-
sen people. We were told to focus 
our minds on the real thing, which 
is to do the work of God and not to 
focus too much on the minor physical 
things we might lack or the trials we 
go through.

During the Feast five attendees 
were added to God’s family, which 
made us feel very happy. They were 
baptized in a hot spring facility and 
were congratulated by all.

The Feast video was a remembrance of 
all the hardships our brethren had to face 
when the facilities were not as comfortable 
as today.

We also had a ladies night sponsored by 
the Spokesman’s Club. The topic of con-
versation was based on 1 Peter 3:1-7. We 
heard numerous opinions expressed, not 
only by men, but by many women who 
had the character to make clear their point 
of view in relationship to such a misunder-
stood subject.

Some of the brethren went out to an 
active volcano tour. After riding several 
hours in a rented van, they hiked four hours 
round trip to the top of it. Once at the top, 
the breathtaking view was unique. They 
even had the time to roast some candies 
over the hot lava. They said it was a great 
experience!

We felt we fulfilled our goal to rejoice 
before God when we had the youth 
dance and the Family Day. We had 
activities for all ages on the Family Day, 
as well as a tasty barbecue for almost 
700 people. There was a light rain, but 
that did not diminish the harmony, the 
unity and the willingness to do things 
right in God’s eyes.

The general opinion is that this was, for 

the majority, the best Feast ever kept—not 
only for the physical things but for all the 
spiritual emotions lived through the expe-
riences acquired during the Feast.

Marco Tulio Lam and Luis Mundo

Guyana
Lethem, Rupununi

God once again showered His blessings 
on us in Guyana for His Feast of Taber-
nacles. For the first time we had two elders 
present, Leeford Burke and his charming 
wife, Carol, from Jamaica and Shannon 
Lucas from Big Sandy, Texas. The ever-
faithful Max Victor from Dominica was 
also in attendance.

Local brethren again battled the weath-
er, high water and a tiresome journey to be 
at the Feast. This year 29 people attended 
in all, and the highest attendance was 26.

There was much rejoicing throughout 
the days and for the first time we had “live” 
sermons presented by Mr. Lucas and Mr. 
Burke. The messages were inspiring, 
emphasizing the concept of family, staying 
committed to the heritage handed down to 
us while focusing on the hope pictured by 
the Feast and the Last Great Day. We man-
aged to secure a projector, which enhanced 
our Feast video and other presentations. 

The attentiveness of the 
brethren was remarkable. 

All the scheduled activi-
ties were accomplished, 
though the Family Fun Day 
had to be shifted indoors 

because of rain. That did not dampen spir-
its, and it turned out to be a “scream.” The 
children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

At the Family Fun Show we treated 
each other to Guyanese/Jamaican/Ameri-
can cultural music, dance and drama. 
Another success was the Guyana Night 
with folk and patriotic songs, dance and 
local Ameridian snacks. The highlight 
was a demonstration of the Brasilian Forro 
dance—everyone who was physically fit 
was on the dance floor. 

Other memorable moments include: A 
barbecue with beef and chicken roasted on 
sticks over coals, with rice and ferrin (made 
from cassava); a trip to “Brukin Bronco 
Ranch”; Mr. Lucas’s dance moves; and the 
Burkes’ first trip in “the little plane” from 
Georgetown to Lethem.

Throughout the Feast there was much 
fellowship and sharing. Everyone agreed 
that it was truly a remarkable and uplifting 
Feast. Brethren displayed true faith and 
their zeal was commendable. We were 
all grateful for all that was provided and 
to all who made the sacrifice to be with us. 
Sister Morina’s parting words to the visi-
tors were, “I feel full…but I could go on 
and on.”

All praise and thanks to our Eternal 

Lethem, Rupununi, Guyana

Ejura, Ghana

French-speaking 
brethren; tour to 
Sarlat la Caneda
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Father who truly blessed us on this won-
derful occasion.

Plans are already being discussed to 
make the next Feast a bigger and better 
one.

Gary Atkinson

India
Hyderabad

Twenty-two brethren from India and 
the United States observed the Feast in 
Hyderabad, India. This was the first time 

for the United Church God to 
hold the Feast of Tabernacles in 
India. The Indian brethren were 
excited and inspired to have this 
opportunity to be together. 

Three of our brethren attend-
ed the Feast for the first time. Due to the 
distances involved, our Indian brethren 
cannot congregate for the Sabbath through 
the entire year. Since several of our mem-
bers were meeting each other for the first 
time, and for some this is the first time to 
ever meet another member (other than their 
pastor), it was a most joyous occasion. 

The messages, several of which were 
given by Doug Horchak, were inspiring 
and focused on the Kingdom of God. Also 
many members commented on the inspir-
ing message of the Festival video.

We had several afternoon outings during 
the Feast visiting places of interest in the 
city of Hyderabad. Hyderabad is known 
for its rich history, culture and architec-
ture, representing its unique character as a 
meeting point for North and South India. 
It is also known as the City of Nizams and 
the City of Pearls. 

The brethren visited the Salar Jung 
museum, exhibiting the priceless collec-
tion of antiques acquired by Nawab Mir 
Yousuf Ali Khan Salar Jung III (1889-
1949), former prime minister of the sev-
enth Nizam of Hyderabad. We also visited 
the Golconda fort, the 16th-century capital 
and fortress city of the Qutb Shahi king-
dom and the Chowmahalla Palace, the seat 
of the Asaf Jahi dynasty and the official 
residence of the Nizams. 

During the visit to the palace, Dr. D.S. 
Ali, a member since 1960, explained that 
her grandfather had served as a physician 
to the sixth Nizam. Although her grandfa-
ther would have visited the palace in ser-
vice to the Nizam, Dr. Ali made her first 
visit to the palace during the Feast.

After returning to the hotel from our 
afternoon excursions, the brethren recon-
vened in someone’s room by 6:30 p.m. for 
more fellowship, which was then followed 
by dinner, which lasted until bedtime. We 
became a family of 22 by the end of the 
Feast, fellowshipping, worshipping and 
dining together each day. By the end of the 
Last Great Day it was really difficult to say 

good-bye without becoming misty-eyed. 
This Feast provided a wonderful spiritual 
boost for the brethren.

David Baker

Italy
Sabaudia

The Italian brethren would like to 
express their heartfelt thanks to all the 
brethren who came from overseas in 
order to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles 
with them this year. The participation of 

259 brethren from various 
countries, like Australia, Can-
ada, France, New Zealand, the 
United Kingdom and the Unit-
ed States, was of great encour-
agement to all of us in Italy. 

The Feast gave us the oppor-
tunity to be nourished with 
excellent sermons, delicious 
food and Christian fellowship. 

We were living proof that 
language differences need 
not to be a barrier to getting 
to know and love one another 
in Jesus Christ. We are there-
fore looking forward to next 
year’s Feast with many more 
other brethren visiting us 
from overseas.

During the eight days of 
the Feast, the weather was 

wonderfully nice and warm. The cultural 
tours to the famous historical places like 
Pompeii, Rome and the Vatican museums 
were a very educational experience. It was 
history becoming alive before our eyes. 
Also, activities like the talent show, the 
relaxing Family Day on the sandy beach, 
as well as a memorable evening dance, 
contributed to make the Feast even more 
memorable.

A moving baptismal ceremony took 
place on the seventh day of the Feast. 
Maria Rosa Mazzuzzi was warmly wel-
comed to God’s family. We thank our lov-
ing God for adding a new member to our 
small church in Italy.

At the end of the Feast there was a send-
off to say “arrivederci” to all of our breth-
ren before their departure from the Feast 
site. Many have written to us in appre-
ciation for the eight days of the Feast. Yet 
we—the Italian brethren—are the ones 
who need to sincerely express our grate-
fulness for their brotherly presence, friend-
ship and encouraging support. 

There are not adequate words to thank 
all those who have served and contributed 
in various ways to make the Feast truly 
memorable to God’s glory and honor. And 

we thank all Feast participants for their 
generous offerings to support the preach-
ing of God’s truth and prophecy in a key 
country like Italy. 

Carmelo Anastasi

Ivory Coast
The Feast was celebrated in two sites in 

Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) this year. For-
ty-two people attended in La Mé, about 
an hour’s drive outside of Abidjan, and 
13 people celebrated the Feast for the first 
time in the rural town of Man, about 400 
kilometers (250 miles) to the northwest 
near the border with Liberia.

Local leader Paul Tia, from La Mé, trav-
eled to Man to help the small congregation 
learn how to keep the Feast. In both sites 
the congregations listened to prerecorded 
sermons on CDs during the daily services. 
Afternoons and evenings were spent fel-
lowshipping and in follow-up Bible stud-
ies.

The group in Man was able to share two 
chickens and some rice each day of the 
Feast, which made for a much-appreciated 
physical Feast on which the spiritual Feast 
could build.

Paul Tia and Joel Meeker

Jamaica
Montego Bay

This year, as in the past few years, the 
Feast was kept in the city of Montego 

Bay. Services were held at the Holiday 
Inn Sunspree Resort, with mostly breth-
ren from the United States and Canada 
rejoicing with us. The highest attendance 
was approximately 420 on the first day of 
the Feast.

The speakers were Larry Salyer, Her-
chial Fisher, John Cafourek, Neil Hart, 
Gary Lucas, Ed Jacobs, Craig Clark, 
Steve Villaescusa, Seldon Olson and Kim 
Boykin. They presented a variety of ser-
mons and sermonettes that proved to be 
inspiring and interesting and helped to 
bring a Kingdom focus to the believer’s 
pilgrimage through this life. 

The Jamaican choir, a Festival choir 
(with local and overseas brethren com-
bined), the Children’s Festival Choir, 
solos, a duet and a rendition by the Jamai-
can youth choir accentuated the services 
in a special way.

Young ones were given a special treat 
in the form of Festival Instruction classes, 
where they were taught by caring and 
skilled individuals. Crafts and stickers 
undoubtedly will help cement the lessons 
they learned.

Thursday, right after the Feast video, a 
group went on a tour of Ocho Rios, home 
of the famous Dunns River Falls. Climb-

ing the falls was certainly an adventure for 
those who went. The boat cruise—snor-
keling and swimming—on a catamaran 
was well attended and started out with 
great excitement, but it was unfortunately 
cut short by a thunderstorm that lasted 
approximately 12 minutes. 

On Saturday night, a pool party was 
held for teens and young adults. This cer-
tainly proved a fun activity, with overseas 
brethren learning quite a few of the local 
dances, while enjoying snacks and music. 

Our Family Fun Day proved to be enter-
taining for many. Feastgoers were divided 
into two teams: Judah and Israel. Games 
and contests ensued, varying from races to 
dance contests. In the end, Israel proved to 
be the winner, with the Fun Day ending 
just in time for any last-minute prepara-
tions for the weekly Sabbath.

Sunday there was a trip to Dol-
phin Cove, which proved quite a 
treat for those who went. Later was 
the Fun Show, a talent show that 
showcased a variety of gifts from 
heaven to both local and visiting 
Feastgoers. Dances, songs, piano 
pieces, poems and comical pieces 
were given in keeping with the rule 
of the Fun Show: “You are com-
manded to rejoice.”

The Last Great Day was punctu-
ated by numerous good-bye hugs 
and exchanges of contact informa-
tion. Once again, new bonds were formed 
between God’s people as we rejoiced in 
Him. Many thanks to all of you who made 
the Feast of Tabernacles in Jamaica what 

it was; and, of course, to 
God Almighty for giving 
us the privilege of rejoic-
ing before Him.

Ken Thomas

Kenya
Lake Naivasha

This year 309 breth-
ren from across Kenya, 
Tanzania and Uganda 
gathered on the shores of 

Lake Naivasha for the best Feast we can 
remember. In stark contrast to politically 
motivated national unrest and drought-
caused famine, God’s people all relished 
the abundance of spiritual and physical 
food for eight days. 

The lush millennial setting under tall 
acacia trees, with eagles, storks, monkeys 
and hippos, along with giraffes, zebra and 
impala nearby, was a fitting backdrop to 

the millennial theme. 
Fourteen new brothers and sisters were 

baptized and three deacons ordained. We 
appreciated receiving Festival greetings 

from Feast sites around the globe indicat-
ing God’s blessings to all. 

All of us here in Africa are blessed along 
with you in being part of a great family that 
Christ will use in bringing a wonderful age 
for future generations. 

John Elliott

Malawi
Once again this year the Feast was cele-

brated at Nkopola Lodge, one of Malawi’s 
tourist attractions next to Lake Malawi 
with palm-dotted sandy beaches.

The Feast opened with 113 in atten-
dance on the opening night and an average 
of 151 on the following eight days. 

Fourteen international guests included 

guest speaker Victor Kubik, and his wife, 
Beverly, from Indiana; New York-based 
Malawian Henry Khembo and his wife, 
Cindy, their son, Jordan, and their friends, 
Michael Motley and Bernice Johnson; and 
Scott Lockwood, his wife, Collette, and 
their two daughters, Michala and Kristen, 
from Colorado.

The visitors enjoyed their stay and were 
presented with paintings depicting typical 
Malawi village settings to remind them of 
their visit. The hosts, on the other hand, 
received greatly appreciated greetings 
from 11 UCG congregations worldwide 
(Colorado, South Africa, Scotland, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Zambia and others).

The Malawi Feastgoers also shared in 
donations of clothing and children’s toys 
and sweets that were brought by the visi-
tors from sister congregations around the 
globe.

South Africa-based pastor for Malawi 
Morgen Kriedemann and his wife, Joleen, 
arrived in Malawi midway through the 
Feast and stayed until the Last Great Day. 
Prior to coming to Malawi, the Kriede-
manns had been at the Uvongo Feast site 
in South Africa.

All of the speakers defined 
the purpose of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, focusing on the 
need to prepare for God’s 
Kingdom, love, reconcilia-
tion between brethren and 
forgiveness.

Following the sermon on 
the seventh day of the Feast, 
Elifazi Salawila, aided by 
Mr. Kriedemann, conducted 
the ceremony of blessing 14 
children.

Before each sermon, spe-
cial music was performed by a special 
group choir or Miracle or Juliana Kachali 
with the help of the Lockwoods’ daughter, 
Michala, using sign language.

On Oct. 17 as Malawi marked Mother’s 
Day, the ladies, including the visitors at the 
Feast site, wore Malawi’s colorful chitenje 

Malawi

Montego Bay, Jamaica

Kenya’s new deacons: Wycliffe 
Chirishwa, Kriphas Ongori and 
Simon N’gan’ga

Mary (88) and Viola (5 months) 
were the first and the last of four 
generations from the Anastasi family 
at the Feast in Italy

Members from India 
(photos by Dorrie Baker)
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(shawls) with head gear during services. 
During the talent show, 10-year-old 

Junior Mpilangwe recited Matthew 5:1-16 
from memory. Singers included Michala 
Lockwood, Miracle and Juliana Kachali 
and Zione Chiumbuzo.

Five banquets at the hotel, including 
two evening barbecues served with goat 
meat, the famous Malawi chambo fish, 
rice and pulp, were certainly highlights of 
God’s command to rejoice. Seniors aged 
60 and up, were honored with a special 
delicious lunch. Youth activities included 
football, volleyball and swimming.

There was also time for an excursion for 
more than 40 people by bus to a location 40 
miles away to view crocodiles, while oth-
ers walked to see a nearby Madelco com-
plex that supplies and exports the unique 
fish found only in Lake Malawi. 

The parting refrain was: Be sure to be 
here next year!

Nicholas Mbicholo

Malaysia
Semporna, Sabah

Once again the small group of United 
Church of God members in Sabah has 
joyously celebrated the 2008 Feast of 
Tabernacles and the Last Great Day in 
Malaysia.

The memorable celebration and its fes-
tivities were held in two different locations 
in Semporna. One location of our festivi-
ties was the church service hall, the place 
where our regular weekly Sabbath service 
is held. We met there the five days that we 
only had morning services. A restaurant 
cooked and served our food at lunch time.

We held the Holy Day and Sabbath ser-
vices in a hall beside the sea, owned and 
managed by Semporna Holiday Resort 
and Restaurant.

Our highest attendance was 23 (11 
adults, nine youths and three children). 
Two families from nearby towns did not 
have the opportunity to join with us.

On the third day of the Feast, the breth-
ren enjoyed our Youth Day outing activi-
ties in Tawau Zoo, 106 kilometers away 
from the site.

The young people were thrilled as they 
saw crocodiles and dreadful snakes. And 
there were beautiful and colorful birds 
and rare animals around the zoo. At the 
end of the day we visited one of 
the Church members, who had 
given birth to a baby boy on the 
second day of the Feast.

On the sixth day of the Feast, 
we held our Family Day at Pocas 
beach. The brethren enjoyed 
swimming in the clear, calm and 
warm water of the sea.

The brethren in Sabah con-
sidered the 2008 Feast of Tab-
ernacles and the Last Great Day 
a joyous and a memorable one. 
They were spiritually blessed 
and happy as they gradually learned the 
significance of the celebrations. They look 
forward to the day when what the Feast 
portrays becomes a reality.

Raul Villacote

Mauritius
Mauritius is a beautiful tropical island 

encircled by coral reefs. It lies 900 miles 
east of the African mainland and is 29 

miles wide and 39 miles long. It is inhab-
ited by over 1 million people, and its main 
income is derived from tourism and sugar 
cane.

It was taken possession of by the Dutch 
in 1598, taken over by the French in 1715 
and by the British in 1810. It became an 
independent republic in 1968 with Eng-
lish as its official language and French and 
Creole as its main spoken languages.

The Feast of Tabernacles 2008 was 
observed in the Manssa Hotel in the west 
of the island by 21 people: nine local Mau-
ritians, five Americans, five South Africans 
and two Australians.

Services were conducted in English 
and the Festival elder and main speaker 
was John Miller from Ohio in the United 
States.

Activities included a bus tour of 
the many beauty spots on the island, 
a day on the beach at Black River, as 
well as a boat trip to the popular Ile-
Aux-Cerfs Island in the east. 

The Mauritian brethren are a warm, 
friendly group who long to have more 
visitors observe the Feast in their coun-
try. The island is very tourist-oriented, 
provides good value for the money and 
can be recommended to any overseas 
visitors wishing to observe the Feast 
there in 2009.

Roy Demont

Mexico
Acapulco

This year, the Feast site in Mexico was 
once again Acapulco, where the hot cli-
mate is lessened by a cool breeze from the 
Pacific.

About 430 brethren, including 
members and their families from all 
regions of Mexico and visitors from 
the United States and Canada, met 
in Acapulco. This year, the Feast’s 
theme was “Our Heritage, Remem-
bering Our Roots.” From the very 
first message given on the opening 
night, Lauro Alberto Roybal Herrera, 
regional pastor and Feast coordinator, 
emphasized God’s calling to celebrate 

the Feast of Tabernacles 
and reminded us how 
God’s people have cel-
ebrated the Feast in the 
past.

Feast attendees 
received various mes-
sages, such as Bible 
studies, sermonettes and 
sermons, which remind-
ed us of the time of 
peace that the Kingdom 
will bring, in a future 
time that appears to be 
nearer every day. At the same time, we 
were reminded of the beginnings of 
the modern era of the Church of God 
in the times of Herbert W. Armstrong, 

in the decade 
of the 1930s, as 
we saw it also in 
the Feast video 
prepared by the 
home office.

All Feast 
attendees had the 
opportunity to stay 
and fellowship at 
the Crowne Plaza 

Hotel where, besides the beach, 
swimming pools and excellent 
treatment, everybody experi-
enced a wonderful fellowship 
with special activities planned 
by the Church in Mexico. These 
included a talent show, volley-
ball and football tournaments, 
senior citizens activity, family 

dance, ladies evening activity, youth activ-
ity at the Planet Hollywood restaurant, 
family afternoon activity with dinner 
(including delicious barbecue tacos) and a 
special dinner and show at La Quebrada, 
which is famous for the Acapulco divers’ 
show.

A spiritual highlight was the three bap-
tisms that took place during the Feast: two 
ladies from the Mexico City congregation 
and one lady from the Acapulco congre-
gation.

The 2008 Feast provided us with 
abundant spiritual food that reminded 
us of our roots as the Church of God, 
and inspired us to persevere in the way 
of faith, peace and love that God gives 
us through His inspired Word, the Holy 
Bible.

God’s ministers in this area—Adán 
Langarica (San Luis Potosi), Alberto Gon-
zalez (Tepic, Nayarit), Enrique Granados 
(Mexico City), Pablo Dimakis (Tabasco 
and Guerrero) and Sergio Sanchez (Mexi-
co City), led by Mr. Roybal (Monterrey)—
were used by our Heavenly Father to pro-
vide us with messages that made this Feast 
of Tabernacles one of the most inspiring in 
the last few years.

Jorge Ivan Garduño, translated by 
Pablo Dimakis

New 
Zealand
Taupo

This year 83 Kiwi and international 
brethren enjoyed fine spring weather 
and warm fellowship at the Taupo site. 
Taupo is a small tourist town in a mil-
lennial setting overlooking beautiful 
Lake Taupo, a body of water created 
by volcanic eruptions going back thou-
sands of years. Snowcapped volcanoes 
form a backdrop to the lake.

The Feast is a special time for many 
New Zealand brethren who live in 
outlying areas of the North and South 
Islands. It is a rare occasion for them 
to sing hymns, fellowship and worship 
with fellow brethren in a “live” church 
service.

This Feast was also special due to 
the growing number of new brethren 
attending the New Zealand site. Sever-
al new Kiwi brethren as well as recent 
immigrants from Asia, Africa, the South 
Pacific and North America were attend-
ing in Taupo, some for the first time.

Feast activities included a Saturday 
night dance and a youth and young adult 
Bible study. Mahalia Mills of Welling-
ton presented photos and a fascinating 
narrative about her experiences at Chal-
lenger II camp this year during the youth 
study. The annual Feast dinner and “50 
years and over” luncheon were held at 
the Huka Falls Resort, which overlooks 
a vineyard and Lake Taupo.

Snow trips to Mt. Ruapehu, horse-
back riding, skydiving and quad biking 
in the bush were again popular Feast 

activities. And many visitors 
went to nearby Rotorua, a city 
renowned for its geysers, boiling 
mud pools, thermal activity and 
Maori cultural shows.

Visiting minister Mike Hani-
sko and other speakers focused 
on vision, millennial prophecies 
of the new world to come and the 
important imagery of water in 
scriptures related to the Feast and 
the Kingdom of God.  The Feast 
video on Church history was also 
an important highlight and much 

appreciated.
Jeff Caudle

Nigeria
Benin City

The Feast of Tabernacles was observed 
in Benin City, Nigeria, this year to allow 
everyone to attend in a single location. 
A total of 125 brethren rejoiced at being 
able to assemble together before God 

with their fami-
lies and friends. 

E v e r y o n e 
stayed at the 
Limit Hotel, 
which included 
a meeting hall 

where we could attend services. We all 
took our meals together as well. That 
truly helped produce a family atmo-
sphere and enabled us to strengthen our 
unity in the Church. Oludare Akinbo 
coordinated the Feast and Mark Mick-
elson attended from the United States.

One of our challenges was provided 
by the power company (NEPA, jok-
ingly referred to as Never Expect Power 
Always) that allowed us to watch the 
Festival video in about eight consecu-
tive sections. The message still came 
through loud and clear.

Also, the favor the management had 
shown us by reducing our rental costs 
by 50 percent appeared to have been 
extended to other church groups as well. 
They occasionally met (with their band 
instruments) in the hall directly above 
us. Even with the distraction, the mes-

sages during the Feast came through 
clearly. It is a great blessing that God 
is using more individuals each year to 
teach and assist God’s people so that 
they are both well served and spiritually 
edified and fed.

Meekness Onyeahialam was bap-
tized during the Feast on an activity trip 
to the zoo. The zoo is on an expansive 
piece of property that used to contain 
elephants and a large number of other 
native animals. Now it is run down and 
only contains the cages of a few. There 
are two lions remaining. I tried to imag-
ine them standing peacefully by the 
stream as we did the baptism. Maybe 
they will get to do so one day.

At the end of our wonderful eight 
days together we all set out to return 
to our homes. There is no way to know 
what trials and challenges we will face 
this coming year, but we look forward to 
the great blessing of being able to gather 
back together again at the Feast.

Mark Mickelson

Mauritius Feastgoers and scenery

Nigeria: baptism of Meekness 
Onyeahialam

Taupo, New Zealand

Acapulco, Mexico



14     UnitedNews  November 2008 United Church of God, an International Association

Peru
Huanchaco

This year 211 brethren gathered 
together to celebrate the Feast to 
our God in Huanchaco, Peru. We 
enjoyed very nice weather and a lot 
of fellowship. People attending the 
Feast included brethren from Chile, 
Ecuador, Germany, Guatemala and 
the United States. 

We had activities for all ages. We 
had a very lively talent show night 
and three family dances, as well as 
our traditional beach family games 
and children’s party. A joyous occa-
sion was the baptism of Acropolis 
Herrera on the last day of the Feast.

Messages were delivered explain-
ing the meaning of the Feasts and 
how to be preparing ourselves for 
our future roles as teachers and 
rulers. We were sad to have to say 
good-bye, but left with the strong 
determination to keep walking 
toward the goal set for us, the won-
derful Kingdom of God!

Manuel Quijano

Philippines
Baguio City

For the eighth consecutive year, 
the United Church of God’s Festival 
of Tabernacles was held at the con-
ference hall of the Ang Ating Tah-
anan grounds of the Girl Scouts of 
the Philippines in Baguio City. 

The Feast started out with the 

opening night message being given 
by the pastor for the Baguio and 
Dagupan City congregations, Eriz 
Dizon. We were expecting a moder-
ately higher attendance of about 130 
for this year, but we were pleasantly 
surprised to see the number exceed-
ing our expectations as the atten-
dance grew from 133 on the first day 
and reached its highest on the fifth 
day of the Feast at 167! This was the 
highest attendance we have ever had 
since we started keeping the Feast in 
Baguio City beginning in 2001.

Quite a number of those keeping 
the Feast with us for the first time 
turned up at the Baguio Festival site. 
Some were new people attending 
the Feast for the first time and some 
were from our former association.

We were blessed with a good 
number of overseas brethren as well 
who enjoyed the Feast with us. 

This year, we had two visiting 
ministers. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Tee-
taert, an elder from Regina, Sas-

katchewan, kept the entire Feast with 
us in Baguio City together with their 
son, Robert, and daughter-in-law, 
Synnove. Mr. and Mrs. Jim Franks 
joined us for the last three days of 
the Feast. 

Daily morning services were held 
with afternoon services on the first 
day and on the Last Great Day. On 
the weekly Sabbath during the Feast, 
in addition to the morning services, 
Mr. Teetaert gave a Bible study in 
the afternoon.

This year’s Festival video Our 
Heritage of Faith brought tears to a 
lot of the brethren’s eyes. Many were 
touched by what the earlier Church 
members had to go through just so 
they could obey God in keeping His 
Festival. 

The Festival Show featured Fili-
pino folk songs and folk dances 
from the different regions of the 
country. One of the main attractions 
was the popular Filipino folk dance 
called the tinikling where the Tee-
taerts were given the opportunity to 
try the dance. They tried to weave in 
and out of the two clapping bamboo 
poles, avoiding them so their feet 
would not get caught! Lively native 
Filipino music was likewise per-
formed by our Rondalla group. 

Because it rained most of the time 
in the afternoon, our Festival activi-
ties were held mostly indoors, but 
hardly anyone was bothered by the 
rains as all enjoyed the activities. 
Among the other Festival activi-
ties were the youth day and Family 
Day, as well as the seniors’ night 
where, for the third year, the teens 

and young adults organized 
themselves to come up with 
a program and serve a special 
dinner for our seniors. Robert 
and Synnove Teetaert served 
as emcees during the program. 
There was also a film showing 
and a videoke in the evening.

With all the good fellowship 
and spiritually inspiring mes-
sages we were blessed with 
during this Feast, we felt we 
experienced a greater degree 
of unity among the brethren in 
this Festival site. Indeed, the 

just concluded Feast of Tabernacles 
and Last Great Day stood out as the 
best so far in many years.

Rey Evasco

Davao City
The Davao Festival site hosted 

about 400 attendees, including 15 
overseas guests from the United 
States and one from Indonesia. 
Jim Franks, operation manager for 
Ministerial Services, was our guest 
speaker for the first two days of the 
Feast, before he and his wife, Shar-
ron, proceeded to the two other Phil-
ippine sites in Iloilo and Baguio.

Beginning with the opening night 
service featuring the Festival video 
Our Heritage of Faith, the momen-
tum of powerful and inspiring mes-
sages continued to encourage and 
edify the brethren to the last day. 
God blessed us with good weather, 
beautiful creative arrangements of 
fresh flowers every day and warm 
and joy-filled camaraderie and fel-

lowshipping among brethren—
young and old—in the serene atmo-
sphere of the camp.

Afternoon activities included 
tours, livelihood workshops, varied 

games for children, bonding activi-
ties for youths and singles, a relax-
ing seniors’ social, an 
enjoyable family sports 
day with a sampling of 
Davao City’s fruits, as 
well as an informative 
Bible Q&A on the Sab-
bath afternoon conducted 
by Festival Coordinator 
Edmond Macaraeg.

Evening activities 
included a fellowship 
night, a lecture for Church 
leaders by Mr. Franks, a 
colorful and entertaining 
variety show and a Church 
leaders’ dinner in appreciation for 
their help in serving the 18 active 
congregations in Mindanao. For the 
second time, we also had Practical 
Christianity sessions on three eve-
nings conducted by Mr. Macaraeg, 
with each evening devoted to a spe-
cific group: married couples, young 
adults and teens.

Due to donations from several 
unnamed brethren, we had special 
blessings such as a free daily lunch 
and dinner for everyone; three roast-
ed calves served on the first and last 
day; breakfast food items distributed 
to all families and individuals; and 
used clothing plus gift items for chil-
dren and adults alike.

Some highlights included the 
blessing of 10 infants whose parents 
live in remote regions; as well as the 
baptisms of six individuals: Hannah 
Boy Lim (Davao), Americo Ballerda 
(Davao), Dan Tonog (Kidapawan), 
Mesaila Presbitero (Butuan), Stella 
Mae Cambare (Cagayan de Oro) and 
Diana Gepanaga (Mati). Also, the 
day before the Feast, the wedding 
of Richard John Macaraeg (from 
Davao) and Anndy Lou Cuizon 
(from Kidapawan) was held.

The inspiring messages, the fun-
filled activities and the warm fam-
ily atmosphere created an inviting 
foretaste of the coming Kingdom 
of God, when all mankind will be at 
one. Many would say that this Feast 
was their best Feast ever!

Daniel Roy G. Macaraeg

Iloilo
One hundred twelve brethren from 

the Visayas area of the Philippines 

and guests from United States and 
Australia convened together in this 
year’s Feast of Tabernacles in the 
beautiful Punta Villa Resort, Iloilo.

The celebration began on the 
evening of Oct. 13 for the opening 
night service. This was followed by 
a joyous atmosphere that was very 
pronounced as the brethren enjoyed 
the fellowship, the various activities 
for the whole family, dining together 
for meals, and the spiritual food that 
recharged everyone’s spiritual bat-
teries during the eight days of the 
Festival.

The brethren were touched with 
the messages given by different 
speakers covering the inspiring sub-
ject of the coming thousand-year 
rule of Jesus Christ, the second res-
urrection and the great beyond when 
the government of God will rule the 
universe. We were also very for-
tunate to have the presence of Jim 
Franks (and his wife, Sharron) visit-

ing for the Feast as the guest speaker 
for the Philippine brethren.

Different uplifting activities were 
held in the afternoons except for the 
Sabbaths. Activities like the Fam-
ily Day and the Youth Day were 
especially enjoyed by all the breth-
ren. Games, camaraderie and food 
were much appreciated. The 
entertainment night was a 
highlight when the youth 
presented different talents.

This year was one of the 
most significant and fruitful 
Feasts as five people com-
mitted themselves to follow 
and obey God for the rest of 
their lives through baptism.

The sad and emotional 
part of the Feast came when 
everyone had to leave and 
return to their respective 
places. Everyone is looking 
forward to next year’s Festival.

Florante Siopan

Portugal
Costa da Caparica

Sixty-one brethren gathered in the 
picturesque fishing village of Costa 
da Caparica, Portugal, to observe the 
Feast of Tabernacles this year. The 
congregation was made up of breth-
ren from Belgium, England, United 
States (including Alaska), Canada, 
Thailand, Brazil and Portugal.

We enjoyed eight beautiful, warm, 
sun-filled days. Temperatures were 
in the 70s and even reached the 80s 
one day. 

The messages were all very 

inspiring and uplifting. As each day 
progressed, the vision of the coming 
of Christ and the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God to reign over 
mankind during the Millennium 
was graphically portrayed. Differ-
ent characteristics that we need to 
put on were expounded. We were 
reminded that we are in “the final 
dress rehearsal before the opening 
night performance.” We must use 
the Feast to “focus” and ask God 
to remove “the plague in our own 
heart.” We are to strive after “His 
righteousness.” We need to judge 
ourselves and “make our lives right” 
now.

A number of tours were offered 
during the Feast. They included a 
visit to a number of castles, wine 
tasting, a visit to a pottery factory 
and admiring the natural beauty of 
the sea and surrounding hills. A very 
helpful tour guide explained to us 
many interesting historical facts. 

One favorite activity was the eve-
ning at Timpanas to hear Fado (typi-
cal Portuguese music) and various 
songs and dances of local folk. Many 
will remember this unique evening, 
particular the amazing guitarist. The 
brethren had many opportunities for 
Christian fellowship while enjoying 
local and international foods, wine, 
olive oil and a large variety of fresh 
fish.

As the Feast came to an end, we 
took group photographs and gath-
ered at the beach to wish all farewell 
“till we meet again.” Adeus.

Kathy de Campos

Rwanda
Muhazi

Seventy-five people celebrated 
the Feast at beautiful Lake Muhazi, 

Rwanda, about an hour’s drive from 
the capital, Kigali. Sermons each 
day were given by elder Jean-Marie 
Mundeli and deacon Jean-Baptiste 
Sibobugingo based on sermons sent 
on CDs in advance of the Feast, and 
translated into Kinyarwanda. There 
were also afternoon Bible discus-
sions moderated by Mr. Mundeli on 
topics such as how to be a peace-
maker and how to maintain good 
relationships with coworkers.

An elder from Burundi was able 
to come and keep the Feast with us, 
to see how it is organized. His con-
gregations are beginning to keep the 
Holy Days, so this experience was 
very helpful to him. 

All our meals were taken in com-
mon and prepared in the kitchen at 

Ragragsakan (roughly translated 
“celebration” or “happiness”) a dance 
performed during the variety show in 
Davao (photo by Isis Macaraeg)

Iloilo, Philippines, entertainment night

Muhazi, Rwanda

Baguio City, Philippines
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the Festival site.
Other activities included the 

annual meeting of the Rwandan 
Church association; a presentation 
and explanation of the book The 
Richest Man in Babylon, which had 
been sent by the French Department 
for the education of the members; a 
crafts class for the ladies and girls 
on knitting and doll-making; and a 
talent afternoon with singing, danc-
ing and skits.

We received a surprise visit by the 
local area administrator who arrived 
during the crafts class and expressed 
his pleasure and approval at such a 
useful activity.

Our only minor regret was that we 
couldn’t row around on the lake; the 
boat had a hole in it that could not be 
repaired during the Feast. But that 
was a very small thing compared to 
all the wonderful activities and the 
Festival atmosphere.

Jean-Marie Mundeli and Joel 
Meeker

St. Lucia
Vieux Fort

The Coconut Bay Beach Resort 
and Spa was once again an ideal 
venue for the Feast of Tabernacles. 
Caribbean brethren were joined by 
brethren from the United States and 
Canada with a high attendance of 
173. Festival Coordinator Arnold 
Hampton, during the inaugural ser-
vice, set the tone for the Feast with 
a message emphasizing the Feast as 
a family reunion, pointing out that 
we are all related by the blood of 
Jesus Christ. All of Arnold and Ann 
Hampton’s children and grandchil-
dren attended, thereby setting the 
example of family unity.

Dottie Seifert and her family—
four generations, down to great-
grandchildren—were also present. 
The Seiferts are connected to the 
Barry and Donna Richey fam-
ily, whose son Rob is married to 
Amy of the Seiferts. There were 11 
Richeys at the Feast. As well, James 
and Edwina Thomas had 10 family 
members attending.

“We had a fabulous Feast!” 
exclaimed Tricia Merring, who, 
assisted by her husband, Bert, taught 
the preteens the importance of mak-
ing good friendships at the Feast. 
The Merrings, another good exam-
ple of family with a total of seven 
attending, also taught the preteens 
about what kind of godly rulers we 
need.

Chuck Smith, who was in charge 

of ushering, commented: “The Feast 
messages were deeply inspiring and 
provided strong spiritual meat.” 
On the first Holy Day Warren Lar-
son taught that we must internalize 
learning the way of peace, and on the 
second day Barry Richey did a Pow-
erPoint presentation explaining the 
huge gulf between God’s economy 
in the world tomorrow versus man’s 
economic history under Satan’s 
influence. 

The Feast video, which focused 
on our heritage of faith, featured 
historical locations and interviews 
with Church pioneers. David Jack-
son’s message on the sixth day 
challenged the youth to determine 
who is their king and where is their 
kingdom. On the Last Great Day Mr. 
Hampton reiterated the Feast theme, 
emphasizing that the day pictured a 
great day of reunion with family and 
friends who have not been given an 
opportunity for salvation.

Feast activities included a family 
dance, a trip to the Sulphur Springs 
volcano, a catamaran cruise, shop-
ping and snorkeling, as well as the 
resort’s Caribbean party and pirates’ 
party. After the cruise that showed St. 
Lucia’s beauty, Kevin Ford, music 
coordinator for the Feast, com-
mented: “The island is stunningly 
beautiful!” There is no doubt that 
these joyful people coming together 
on a beautiful island at a magnificent 
Feast site enjoyed a foretaste of the 
wonderful world tomorrow!

Kelland Barthelmy

Singapore
Many brethren in this region of 

Southeast Asia meet for services just 
once a year. So the Feast is a very 
special time for catching up with 
friends and meeting international 
brethren. They share life experiences 
and become spiritually rejuvenated 
for another year before returning to 
their scattered areas. Eating, laugh-
ing and fellowshipping—sometimes 
late into the night—is truly a high-
light of the Singapore site. And this 
year was no exception.

This year 45 brethren enjoyed 
the quiet tropical atmosphere of 
the Orchid Country Club in north-
ern Singapore. Attendees from 
Australia, East Timor, Hong Kong, 
New Zealand and the United States 
joined local brethren from Indone-
sia, Malaysia and Singapore.

Services were conducted in Eng-
lish at the club, a modern facil-
ity featuring colonial architecture, 

well-manicured golf courses and 
gorgeous orchids. Most brethren 
stay at the Feast venue itself, sharing 
meals, tranquil lake views and much 
fellowship throughout the Feast. 

Activities included three group 
banquets and trips to various attrac-
tions including Little India, China 
Town, Arab Street, the Botanical 
Gardens, Singapore Zoo and the 
Night Safari. 

Singapore brethren also led an 
evening walking tour through his-
torical areas surrounding the Singa-
pore River, now a major tourist area 
and the central financial district of 
Singapore. The Singapore River was 
an important early site for Southeast 
Asian and British commercial ship-
ping and trade. Singapore remains 
a major seaport and world financial 
hub.

Encouraging messages by visit-
ing minister Jim Servidio and other 
speakers focused on the reality of 
the coming Kingdom of God, God’s 
creative power and His clear purpose 
for all mankind throughout history 
and into the future.

Jeff Caudle

South Africa
George

This year 106 brethren kept the 
Feast in George. Sermons focused on 
how great God is and His all-inclu-
sive plan for mankind. The opening 
night sermon was a PowerPoint pre-
sentation aimed at honoring our Host 
who invited us to attend His Feast. 
Local talent combined with visitors 
from America and Australia to 
uplift the brethren with some 
fine special music. 

Family Day was enjoyed by old 
and young in the forest area of the 
Wilderness National Park. A beau-
tiful river runs through the park, 
and many brethren enjoyed a walk. 
This area is known for its beautiful 
flora and fauna. The exotic Knysna 
loerie, one of South Africa’s most 
beautiful birds, is often seen in this 
area. 

The entire area consists of beau-
tiful mountains, forests and lakes. 
City dwellers who attend the Feast 
here enjoy the quiet and restful 
atmosphere. It is like stepping into 
a scene from Isaiah 11. 

Youth Day was a memorable 
experience for those who went on 

the boat trip across the estuary to 
view the Knysna Heads. 

Once again God provided Feast-
goers with encouragement, strength 
and vision to face whatever comes 
our way during the year ahead. We 
are already starting to plan for next 
year’s Feast and hope to attract more 
visitors who will benefit greatly 
from the exchange rate.

Stan Botha

Uvongo
We were blessed with eight days 

of mild weather at Uvongo 
on the south coast of Kwa 
Zulu Natal. From day one 
a spirit of unity and excite-
ment was felt among the 
brethren from around South 
Africa and those visiting 
from the United States, Canada and 
Zimbabwe.

The average attendance for the 
eight days was 164 and the highest 
was 172 on the morning of the Last 
Great Day.

André van Belkum and Morgen 
Kriedemann spoke 
on the first two 
days of the Feast, 
as they both had 
to leave on Friday 
for assignments 
in Zimbabwe and 
Malawi respec-
tively. Mr. van 
Belkum focused 

on the temple and how it pictures 
salvation and Mr. Kriedemann spoke 
about the importance of prayer as we 
prepare for our role in God’s King-
dom.

Guest speaker David Treybig and 
his wife, Teddi, arrived on Friday 
from the George Feast site just in 
time to enjoy lunch with 70 of our 
seniors. Mr. Treybig gave three 
sermons: “Making the World Safe 
for Children,” “The Financial State 
of the World and How It Will Be 
Changed” and finally “What Hap-
pens After the Last Great Day? The 
New Heavens and the New Earth.”

Other sermons by Neville Smith 
included “Restoration in the Mil-

lennium,” “Role Models, Now and 
in the Kingdom of God” and “The 
Meaning of the Last Great Day.”

We were also treated to a variety of 
special music from our South Afri-
can brethren and children as well as 
from our guest Mrs.Treybig. 

The Festival video was well 
received, as it certainly was an 
inspiring account of the history of 
this era of the Church of God. We 
are truly thankful to those who faith-
fully laid the foundation, often under 
difficult circumstances. 

Other activities included Family 
Day and a youth activity in the form 
of a very lively question-and-answer 
session led by Mr. Treybig.   

As usual, the eight days passed 
far too quickly but it certainly was 
a rewarding time for all of God’s 
people who rejoiced at the Feast in 
Uvongo.

Neville Smith

Sri Lanka
This year 32 smiling, happy breth-

ren met in the conference room of 
the Induruwa Beach Resort shortly 
after sunset on Monday, Oct. 13, to 
begin the Feast of Tabernacles.  

There were brethren from Austra-
lia, the Bahamas, Jordan, Kuwait, 
the United States, the United King-
dom, Singapore and Sri Lanka, 
making it a truly international site. 
Doug Horchak, pastor from Dallas, 
Texas, began the meeting by wel-
coming brethren to the 2008 Feast. 
He led the group in a rousing song 
service. It was followed by each 
head of household introducing his 
family and giving comments relat-
ing to experiences in observing past 
Feasts. Kingsley Mather made some 
comments and asked God’s blessing 
on the Sri Lanka site and sites around 
the world. He also asked God’s 
blessing on the evening meal. 

The setting was millennial at Indu-
ruwa Beach Resort on the southwest 

George, South Africa: Dave 
Treybig speaks; beach scene; 
Chilapora family from Malawi sings 
(photos by Steve Serfontein)

André van Belkum, special 
music and friends in 
Uvongo, South Africa

Vieux Fort, St. Lucia



16     UnitedNews  November 2008 United Church of God, an International Association

coast of the island. The site experi-
enced some rain, but no activities 
had to be cancelled. The high atten-
dance was 32, recorded on the first 
Holy Day.

Doug Horchak, Mark Wine and 
Kingsley Mather gave brethren 
a breathtaking view of the King-
dom of God through uplifting and 
stimulating sermons. The congre-
gation was also inspired by ser-
monettes given by Zach Smith and 
Lewis VanAusdle and uplifting spe-
cial music from local and visiting 
brethren. Rodney 
Vanheer, the local 
representative, did 
a great job in orga-
nizing the site and 
arranging an array 
of enjoyable activ-
ities. It was a true 
family Feast with 
all brethren stay-

ing at the same hotel and having all 
meals together. 

Group activities included a tour of 
Galle, a city that was settled by the 
Dutch. At the talent show a variety 
of items were presented by young 
and old alike. The young children 
performed remarkably. 

The five United Youth Corps 
members that are serving in Jordan 
were extremely excited to attend 
their first services since they moved 
to Jordan two months ago. 

A special highlight took place on 
the last day of the Feast of Taberna-
cles when Randy and Umesha Hook 
were baptized. This means we now 
have the beginning of a congrega-
tion in Kuwait.

It was truly a great Feast and 
everyone was sad when the time 
came to say good-bye. 

Kingsley Mather

Togo
Kpalimé

Sixty-three people from Togo 

and neighboring Benin celebrated 
the Feast in Kpalimé in central 
Togo. Kpalimé, situated at the base 
of a mountain range, is located in 
a fertile agricultural region, which 
means plenty of fresh fruits and 
vegetables are available.

Members stayed in the dormi-
tories of a technical school, and 
services were held in a classroom. 
Each day sermon videos were very 
much enjoyed by the brethren. Four 
evening Bible studies were held in 
the local language by elder Kossi 

Fiaboé. 
Other Fes-

tival activities 
included a foot-
ball  (soccer) 
afternoon, two 
talent evenings 
and movie after-
noons of films 
sent  by the 
French Depart-
ment, including 
The Ten Com-
m a n d m e n t s , 

Hotel Rwanda and Fiddler on the 
Roof. It is rare for our brethren 
to get to watch a movie; this may 
have been the first time for some of 
them.

Everyone participated in the work 
to be done for food preparation and 
other needs. The Feast passed in 
peace, joy and brotherhood. We 
are already looking forward to the 
Feast next year.

Kossi Fiaboé and Joel Meeker

Tonga
Mu’a

This Feast commemorates the 
40th anniversary of keeping the 
Feast of Tabernacles on the Friendly 
Island—Tonga. This year 37 breth-
ren gathered to observe the Feast. 
We were so blessed to have some of 
our brothers and sisters from New 
Zealand as guests this year.

The weather was perfect for 
enjoying the beach, featuring warm, 
sunny days and tropical nights with 
very little rain. The services were 
blessed by powerful and inspiring 
sermons, along with some wonder-
ful special music.

All of our planned activities were 
successful and well attended. We 
had dinner and watched the cultural 
dancing in Hina Cave at the beauti-
ful beach of Oholei. 

Our children and guests showed 
their hidden talents to everyone’s 
delight on our family night, where 
we also enjoyed food cooked in the 

traditional Tongan under-
ground oven, the umu. We 
also had a wonderful time 
having lunch, fellowship-
ping and swimming at 
the wonderful Likualofa 
Resort.

The highlight of the activ-
ities was the 40th-anniver-
sary celebration, which 
reminded us of the sacri-
fices and the trials that the 
pioneers had to go through 
in order to get to where we 

are at the moment. It was an honor 
to celebrate with the three members 
who were present at the 1968 Feast 
of Tabernacles.

Overall everyone agreed that this 
was the best Feast that we have 
ever observed. This year’s Festi-
val encouraged us to continue on 
keeping the faith, keeping the Holy 
Days and passing on the hope to the 
next generation, just like we have 
received it from the generation 
before us.

Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou

United States
Bend-Redmond, Oregon

Over nine hundred people 
attended the Feast at the Deschutes 
County Fairgrounds in Redmond, 
Oregon, this year. The weather was 
perfect for the entire time—sunny 
with temperatures in the mid-60s.

A wide range of activities was 
available for teens, singles, young 
adults and seniors. Feastgoers 
enjoyed the family dance and a 
Western music concert featuring 
the popular Booher brothers, well-
known to many Feastgoers from 
their performances at the family’s 
now-closed Diamond B Chuckwag-
on. Family Day was held at a chil-
dren’s museum with many hands-
on activities, and a fun center with 
go-karts, bumper cars, miniature 
golf, bowling and indoor games. 
Teens enjoyed a hike at Smith Rock 
State Park. 

Highest attendance for services 
was 952. The Bend-Redmond site 
hosted both video and audio web-
casts for services. Hookups sur-
passed the capacity of the server on 
two of the seven days.

Inspiring sermons were the high-
light of the Feast. All of the mes-
sages are available on the Bend 
Web site (www.ucgbend.org) for 
viewing, listening online or down-
loading.

The Feast video presentation on 
the history of the Church was espe-
cially well received and appreci-
ated. Several of those interviewed 
were present in the audience, and 
others recalled some of the early 
years with Mr. Armstrong in the 
Willamette Valley.

Members donated 900 pounds of 
food and $2,200 to the local food 
bank.

Rex Sexton and Larry Walker

Branson, Missouri
Over 1,550 people gathered amid 

fall colors and beautiful 
weather in Branson for the 
Feast of Tabernacles. They 
came expecting a spiritual 
Feast, and were not disap-
pointed. The messages all 
clearly painted a wonderful 
picture of God’s Kingdom 
and our future in that King-
dom, with an added focus 
on preparations we need to 
make in our lives for that 
Kingdom. 

Special music was out-
standing again this year, with the 
selections mirroring the theme of 
the Feast. The Feast video added a 
vivid view into our past as a Church 
that left everyone inspired and 
excited about continuing the trek to 
the Kingdom.

Our peak attendance was 1,542 
on the first Holy Day morning. We 
averaged over 1,460 for all the ser-
vices until the last afternoon. We 
had a virtually “full house” at most 
services. 

Excitement and enthusiasm 
were present everywhere during 
the Feast. The membership is to 
be commended for the cooperation 
and lack of difficulty even with very 
crowded situations. This year 375 
senior citizens enjoyed a delicious 
catered buffet lunch and entertain-
ment on Sunday afternoon. The 
teen activity was a combination 
miniature golf outing and laser tag. 
Our family dance drew over 350 
people for an evening of fellowship 
and dancing for all ages.

One afternoon and one evening 
were occupied with special Feast 
educational seminars on four 
aspects of knowing and studying 
the Word of God. Response to this 
as well as the young adult and teen 
studies was very good, with those 
attending commenting on the help-
fulness of the seminars. 

Members also had plenty of 
opportunity to enjoy the fall beau-
ty of the Ozarks, fellowship and 
take part in many other activities. 
Weather during the Feast was sunny 
and in the upper 60s to low 70s. The 
day after everyone left, the temper-
ature dropped about 25 degrees and 
it began to rain. Our great God truly 
blessed His people in Branson with 
a spectacular Feast in every way 
again this year.

Michael Blackwell

Bushkill (Poconos), 
Pennsylvania

Over 900 brethren kept the Feast 
in beautiful Bushkill, Pennsylva-
nia. The Feast fell during the peak 
season for the turning of the leaves 
in Pennsylvania. The weather was 
absolutely breathtaking as moder-
ate to warm temperatures allowed 
all services and activities to run 
smoothly. There was rain one 
morning, and that took place while 
everyone was at church services.

The Fernwood Hotel and Resort 
hosted the Feast this year, and ser-
vices were held in the Event Center. 
The central theme for the Feast was 
a recommitment to God and His 
plan. This commitment is through 

perseverance, patience and being 
standard bearers for God’s truth. 

The highest daily attendance 
was 1,032 people on the weekly 
Sabbath. The vast majority of the 
Feastgoers either stayed on-site at 
the hotel or rented one of the many 
villas across from the main hotel. 
Many brethren appreciated the full 
kitchens and additional space that 
provided more opportunities to fel-
lowship. 

One of the true highlights of the 
Feast this year was the festival ser-
mon video. Many brethren voiced 
appreciation for this presentation 
and inquired about how to obtain 
copies. For older members it served 
to reinforce the sacrifices they have 
made over the years, and reminded 
them of the plan of God and how He 
works through families. 

Many enjoyed the footage of 
Herbert W. Armstrong and the early 
Festival sites. For the younger and 
new members, it served as a his-
tory lesson of the Church and how 
God revealed His plan of salvation. 
Watching the pioneers of the Church 
keep those early Feasts seemed to 
give them a greater appreciation of 
what we have today.

Other activities included a spe-

cial dinner cruise on the Spirit of 
Philadelphia. Again this activity 
sold out, and everyone enjoyed a 
scenic adventure that included fine 
food, music and fellowship. Family 
Day was held at the famous Bush-
kill Falls. Over 400 people hiked 
their way to see the various water-
falls and panoramic views of the 
Delaware Water Gap.

As we have done for the past three 
years, brethren prepared cards for 
those members unable to attend the 
Feast due to advanced age or health 
issues. These cards were signed and 
then mailed during the Feast.

Even though the present economy 
is in crisis, we were thankful to God 
that we could leave the cares of this 
world behind and partake of the rich 
gifts and blessings given to us by 
God and His people at the Feast.

Todd O. Carey

Cincinnati, Ohio/Northern 
Kentucky

There seemed to be an intense 
focus on the coming Kingdom of 
God at the Feast in Cincinnati this 
year. With a high attendance of 674 
and warm sunny weather giving 
way to cool sunny fall days, it was 
a wonderful Feast of Tabernacles in 
the greater Cincinnati area. 

Three members who were at the 
Feast in Tonga 40 years ago

Kpalimé, Togo

Poconos: The Gwin family prepares 
to board the Spirit of Philadelphia for a 
dinner cruise (photo by Gloria Carey)

Randy and Umesha Hook are 
baptized at the Feast in Sri Lanka
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Activities ranged from a family 
dance and Family Day picnic/cook-
out to an afternoon of bowling and 
pizza for the teens and young adults 
and a seniors’ luncheon on the last 
day of the Feast. Many participated 
in the variety show, which was also 
well attended.

The highlights as always were 
the sermons, seminars and Bible 
studies. This year’s Feast video 
was talked about from the time it 
was shown until the time we went 
home. It was emotional for many 
and informative for all. Having Ed 
Smith lead up to the video with the 
day’s sermonette helped make it 
even more special.

The highlight of activities seemed 
to be the Family Day picnic. Sever-
al men grilled hamburgers and hot-
dogs while several ladies served the 
fixings. Everyone ate under a giant 
tent, and the food was followed 
with activities. Some played vol-
leyball, basketball or corn hole, and 
the children participated in a vari-
ety of team and individual games. 
Many thanks go out to everyone 
who helped make the activity such 
a huge success. The weather was 
absolutely perfect.

Once again we heard the standard 
“I can’t believe it’s already over” as 
people packed up and headed home 
following the final service. I believe 
it would be fair to say, however, that 
we all went home filled physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. Thanks 
to God for His wonderful feasts.

Mark Winner

Escondido, California
This year 979 brethren assembled 

together in the lovely Performing 
Arts Center of Escondido to hear 
encouraging and uplifting mes-
sages regarding the coming King-
dom of God. Larry Greider opened 
the Festival by encouraging us to 
appreciate God’s desire for us to be 
immersed and grow within a family 
atmosphere, both with our physical 
families and our spiritual family. 

This year’s special Bible study 
featured Cecil Maranville discuss-
ing the prophetic topic of “Wars and 
Rumors of Wars,” with an accent on 
how financial developments play 
a role in escalating global events. 
This was certainly pertinent with 
recent global financial challenges 
facing everyone. 

Randy Schreiber addressed the 
subject of “Peacemakers,” remind-
ing us that God has called us to 
make peace in situations that by 
their very nature are not peaceful. 
That’s how we grow! Mr. Greider 
expounded on the Last Great Day 
about how the recurring biblical 
theme of the “Glory of God” will 
be fully manifested by God uniting 
with His creation as portrayed in 
Revelation 21.

The Escondido Feast site expe-
rienced eight straight days of gor-
geous autumn weather hovering 
around the mid-80s. This city lies 
in an interior valley of Northern San 
Diego County. Within 30 to 40 min-
utes of each direction, you can either 
be headed into pine-clad moun-

tains, on a sandy beach, touring the 
major attractions of San Diego or 
walking through the vineyards of 
nearby Temecula. Each year nearly 
40 to 50 percent of our people stay 
in the nearby beach communities 
of Oceanside or Carlsbad and com-
mute to services.

While metropolitan San Diego 
has world-class attractions, the 
primary attraction at the Escon-
dido Feast site rightfully remains 
the Festival activities themselves 
and the brethren, who plunge in to 
“keep the Feast” in all its aspects. 
Throughout the course of the week, 
our people were able to experience 
young adult and teen drop-in socials, 
a teen beach party at Oceanside and 
a senior citizens’ banquet.

The most popular event continues 
to be the old-fashioned Family Day 
picnic at nearby oak-shaded Felic-
ita Park that brings all the brethren 
of God’s family together, no matter 
how old or how young, to experi-
ence in type the peaceful harmony 
of the wonderful world tomorrow.

Robin Webber

Jekyll Island, Georgia
Jekyll Island has been a favorite 

site for the Feast of Tabernacles for 
over four decades. The Feast was 
first held on this island 45 years ago 
and continues to be one of our most 
popular sites. Over 1,500 members 
registered to attend the Feast this 
year. The highest attendance at the 
Hartley Auditorium was 1,540 on 
the weekly Sabbath. Clear skies 
and warm weather were enjoyed 
throughout the Festival.

Brethren and their families shared 

uplifting spiritual messages, warm 
fellowship and enjoyable meals 
in this tranquil setting free of the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life. 
Cycling, walking, sightseeing and 
visiting historic sites on the island 
were enjoyed by many. The annual 
family picnic and beach party with 
all-you-can-eat hamburgers and 
hotdogs were enjoyed by 640 par-
ticipants. A family dance, dolphin-
watch cruise for teens, golf tourna-
ment and senior citizens’ luncheon 
were among the planned activities. 

Other activities included youth 
instruction classes, hospitality 
rooms for teens and singles and a 
Bible study for teens and young 
adults. Attendees donated items 
that were given to two local shelters 
for battered women and homeless 
children.

Feastgoers faced inconveniences 

with housing this year. Many who 
would have chosen to stay on the 
island had to find lodging on St. 
Simons Island or in the nearby 
town of Brunswick. This was due 
to several motels that have been 
demolished in preparation for new 
lodging. The convention center 
and auditorium will also undergo 
changes and additions. But this did 
not dampen fellowship. Brethren, as 
is traditionally done throughout the 
Feast, invited groups to their rented 
homes for fish fries, potlucks and 
wine and cheese parties.

Special music was outstand-
ing this year. The Festival choir, 
under the direction of Dan Salcedo, 
inspired the congregation as they 
poured out their hearts to God. Solo-
ists and ensembles were also appre-
ciated. And, as usual, the children’s 
choir was a delight to everyone.

Many commented on the out-
standing Feast video retracing our 
Church heritage. The consensus 
was that this was the most inspiring 
Festival video that has been pro-
duced so far.

Jekyll Island is a treasured loca-
tion to observe the Feast. It is truly 
a delightful location to relax, reflect 
and anticipate the coming Kingdom 
of God. God’s people have been 
doing just that since 1963.

Don Waterhouse

Kerrville, Texas
The sixth year in Kerrville once 

again met and exceeded our pre-
Feast high expectations. God truly 
blessed the 2008 Feast of Taber-
nacles. The rolling hill country of 
Texas was a big draw for our Texan 
brethren and for those who trans-
ferred in to be with us. Approxi-
mately two fifths of our attendees 
were from states other than Texas. 
So many remark how much they 
enjoy the Texas beef barbecue that 
is so prevalent through the area. 

The first Holy Day was our high-
est attendance with 836. This was 
about 75 more than the early pre-
registration numbers. Attendance 
for the entire Feast was consistently 
high and greater than anticipated. 
The sermons were exceptional 
this year, with many commenting 
how inspiring the messages were. 
Three pastors, Richard Thompson, 
Jim Haeffele and Doug Johnson, 
transferred to the Kerrville site this 
year. Their sermons were very well 
received.

Our weather was clear with big, 
bright, blue Texas skies. The tem-
perature was in the mid 70s and low 
80s with a cool front the last part of 
the Feast that brought cool evenings 
and fall days in the low 70s.

A well attended country-and-
western family dance was held 
Tuesday night after the first Holy 
Day. It proved to be a great oppor-
tunity early in the Festival to fel-
lowship and dance to genuine Texas 
swing. Family Day, at a real work-
ing ranch, was replete with barbe-
cue, a world-renowned trick roper 
and dance music provided by a pro-
fessional DJ.

The director of food and beverage 

at the Inn of the Hills told me sev-
eral times how much the resort staff 
appreciates having our brethren and 
that our group was the best group 
the resort has ever had.

It is to God we give thanks and 
the credit for the example set and 
for His wonderful Feast of Taber-
nacles.

Britton M. Taylor

Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii
We had a wonderful Feast in Maui 

with excellent weather that permit-
ted all the activities to be carried out 
without a hitch. 

The highest attendance was 551 
and activities included a family 
dance, a luau at the Sheraton Maui 
Resort, a children’s and 
youth party at a minia-
ture golf and sports park, 
a seniors’ luncheon and 
Family Day at Kapalua 
Beach. 

The messages were 
inspiring and looked for-
ward to the coming Mil-

lennium. The beauty of Maui served 
as an excellent backdrop for both a 
physical and spiritual Feast filled with 
wonderful messages and memories.

Mario Seiglie

Panama City Beach, 
Florida

The Feast this year in Panama City 
Beach, Florida, went exceptionally 
well. This marked our ninth year 
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles in 
this beautiful tropical paradise. The 
weather was picture perfect, with 
clear skies, emerald-green waters 
and sugar-white sandy beaches. The 
brethren really enjoyed this millen-
nial setting God provided.  

Almost 1,600 brethren were fed 
daily an outstanding spiritual ban-
quet about God’s soon-coming 
Kingdom and our part in assisting 
Christ in administering the govern-
ment of God on the earth. The mes-
sages were very inspiring, uplifting 
and motivational. There were many 
favorable comments this year about 
the Feast DVD, with many saying 
it was the best presentation they 
had ever seen. Several expressed 
a desire to have a personal copy of 
this one.

The special music was again 
exceptional this year, and the per-
formance on Youth/Family Day of 
the children’s choir was delightful.

We had 165 youth/teens attend 
the bowling and skating activity and 

217 seniors very much enjoyed the 
luncheon held in their honor.

The Feast of Tabernacles 2008 in 
Panama City Beach will definitely 
be remembered as one of the “best 
Feasts ever!”

Harold Rhodes

Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado

This was a gorgeous year for 
weather until many began the 
homeward trek Tuesday night. Due 
to snow, it was a slow trip for those 
going back to Denver and travel 
time was closer to five hours instead 
of the usual three. Wednesday was 
much improved and we heard of 
no problems, other than speed. 

The Steamboat 
Springs area was 
beautiful despite 
the loss of most 
“aspen gold” by 
the time the Feast 
began .  Many 
enjoyed outdoor 
activities.

High at ten-
dance was 621, 
which was about 

80 fewer than last year, probably 
due to the lateness of the Feast this 
year. Seating was more manage-
able. High spirits and appreciation 
for the messages were very evident. 
Fellowshipping was in full swing! 
Many met old acquaintances and 
made new friends.

Several remarked about the bar-
gain prices for high-quality hous-
ing. This began in 2003, with rates 
comparable to Keystone, and is con-
tracted to continue through 2010. 
After that it is possible we will go 
elsewhere or we may end up back in 
Steamboat Springs.

For the teen activity, then two 
days later for the preteens, we uti-
lized Old Town Hot Springs, which 
has two tube slides and four pools 
ranging up to 104 degrees. This was 
closed last year for renovation and 
has been greatly improved. 

Richard Pinelli used an intrigu-
ing approach for the seniors’ activ-
ity, including a video of a number 
of things seniors well remember but 
that have never been experienced 
by the younger generation. It really 
brought back memories.

Some of the other popular activi-
ties were the dinner in the park (bar-
becued brisket and chicken with 
accompaniments), the family dance 
and the fun show. And besides the 
Bible study, brethren enjoyed a 
two-part seminar by Donald Ward 
titled “Jerusalem, Past, Present and 
Future.”

All in all we had a wonderful 
Feast and look forward to 2009!

Larry Neff

Wisconsin Dells, 
Wisconsin

More than 1,300 brethren enjoyed 
inspiring messages, wonderful 
music, activities and beautiful 
weather during the Feast of Taber-
nacles in Wisconsin Dells. The high 
attendance was on the Sabbath with 
1,445 attending services.

Heritage: Rejoicing at the Feast in 
Jekyll Island at age 94

Festival Youth Instruction in Panama 
City Beach; above, Harold Rhodes 
and Randy Curran (photos by Donald 
Daugherty)
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Shut-In but Not Shut Out: 
Notes From a 21-Year-Old 
Shut-In
■ The Feast of Tabernacles is such a wonderful time, I couldn’t imagine missing it. But 
health problems kept me from going this year. Here are some things I learned from this 
devastating experience.

by Meredith Machin

If there is one thing I know, it’s pain, and in my lengthy battle with IBD (irritable bowel disease), I have 
acquired a “Ph.D.” in surviving pain. But this past Feast of Tabernacles 2008 I added a whole new level of 
“pain education certifications” I am so frequently acquiring. 

At 21 years old, I was unable to attend the Feast with my family and could officially be called a shut-in.
I began wondering on the first day if the grief I felt because of not being able to go to the Feast surpassed 

the Crohn’s symptoms that prevented me from traveling. I told myself I made a big mistake and should have 
pushed harder to go to the Feast. But then I considered how getting to the grocery store is often a challenge 
and how my symptoms flare up, and I knew that there was no way I could have gone.

Being alone during this awesome time of celebration and rejoicing was devastating.
The Feast days had always been about coming together and hearing God’s Word, safety, abundance, priceless 

family memories and exciting travel destinations. The days were meant to be an interactive experience—new 
people, tastes, sights, sounds, ideas and terrain to be explored.

It came to me that all those cards that I had sent out over the years from a list of names as well as the cards 
I signed at the information table at services went to actual people and what they were feeling was not just 
physical pain, and those feelings were very real.

I walked through the house feeling sorry for myself, counting the minutes until the first service began. Little 
did I know the webcast would be my “saving grace.” 

Each day as I tuned into the messages that reached me at home from the Feast site in Jekyll Island, Georgia, 
I was not alone! I was singing hymns, hearing prayers and taking in the day’s messages with all the brethren 
who had been fortunate enough to attend the site in person and all those who were watching at the same time 
over the Internet. 

The Crohn’s Colitis Foundation estimates that over 1.5 million Americans suffer from Crohn’s disease and 
over 50 million Americans suffer from IBS (irritable bowel syndrome). How do those poor people make it 
through each challenging day without the knowledge of God and His plan for our crumbling bodies and sick 
world?

For the first time in my life I was aware of how inadequate my prayers for the brethren had been; perhaps I 
had been far too general, hasty and rushed. How often had I forgotten them almost entirely? 

I have learned through my own pain to feel compassion toward others, to grind my prayers fine and to feel 
for the brethren and the suffering of the world what I felt for my own plight and family trials. Not only do 
the physical maladies so desperately need healing, but the emotional turmoil that results needs soothing—the 
anger, frustration, depression, sadness, grief, loneliness, distress, hopelessness, despair and self-loathing.

Mother Teresa once said, “There is more hunger for love and appreciation in this world than for bread.”
I very quickly checked my attitude and tried to make myself open to receive my greatest blessing through the 

services. The messages were so powerful and moving, I found myself stronger and more capable of rejoicing, 
celebrating and focusing on God and the brethren rather than my rebellious body.

Though I still grieve periodically over my limitations and personal affliction, the “spiritual high” received 
through each message brings me closer to God and closer to comfort. I am not sorry to have been privileged 
to experience such growth. I know that God loves me, and He will not leave me or forsake me. He will not 
give me anything I can’t handle. Each trial seems to yield a special wisdom that ultimately leaves us in some 
way better off than we were before. 

James 1:2-4 states, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking nothing.” 

I thank God for the webcasts, for opening my heart to His Church, for the ministers whose messages were 
delivered with love and dedication to truth, and for all the people who worked so hard and took the time to 
“bring the Feast to me each day.” When you allow yourself the time to think about it, there is always more to 
be grateful for than sorry for. 

We must always remember our shut-ins and those who are ill. Until you are faced with a Feast at home, alone 
with your torment (which I pray you never are!), you cannot know the depth of their distress.

The next time you take the time to sign a card or pop one in the mailbox among the distractions and demands 
of everyday life, you might want to consider the fact that those cards go to more than just a name. These 
thoughts hopefully will stir us to write just a little more.

I pray to God that next year I will be well enough to join my family and sit beside them during those awe-
some days. If I cannot, I will always be thankful for the compassion that resulted in the webcasts.

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4: “All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is the 
source of every mercy and the God who comforts us. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort 
others. When others are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given us” (New 
Living Translation).

I hope that everyone had a wonderful Feast of Tabernacles 2008 wherever you might have been, and I hope 
that everyone tuning in over the Internet experienced the same joy I was blessed with. 

Looking forward to the Kingdom and complete healing for all, let’s not forget what can still be done today 
to make ourselves spiritually stronger and to make the lives of those less fortunate a little better than they 
might have been before.

Temperatures in the 60s during 
the day and in the low 40s at night 
brought in the crisp fall weather to 
highlight the wonderful fall colors 
of Wisconsin.

The spiritual food was excellent 
and included messages about God’s 
restored Kingdom on earth, the year 
of Jubilee, our personal vision for 
the Kingdom, God’s family law, 
the desire by God for all men to be 
saved and many other fine messages 
that focused on the meaning of the 
days.

Throughout the Feast, brethren 
had the opportunity to sign hand-
made cards that were sent to more 
than 80 shut-ins unable to attend the 
Feast. 

Hundreds of brethren enjoyed the 
big band sound of live music at the 
family dance (with “Elvis” making 
an appearance and singing many of 
his well-known songs) and, as an 
entry “fee” to the dance, contrib-
uted more than 445 pounds of food 
for the local community Food Shelf. 
The teens turned out for almost 100 
percent participation at the teen 
dance. Family Day was once again 
a big hit, with the little ones espe-
cially enjoying “Kid’s Fair.” More 
than 260 seniors enjoyed entertain-
ment, fellowship and good food at 
the seniors’ banquet.

God truly blessed us with a joyful 
Feast in Wisconsin Dells.

Dan Dowd

Zimbabwe
Lake Chivero

Faced with an unemployment rate 
of 83 percent and an annual infla-
tion rate of 231 million percent as 
of the end July (official figures for 
August to October not yet released, 
but estimated at several billion per-
cent), most members, who have been 
reduced to abject poverty, set out on 
faith to keep the Feast of Taberna-
cles at Lake Chivero National Park 
49 kilometers south of the capital 

city of Harare. Many traveled more 
than 400 kilometers to attend.

The highest attendance figure was 
40 with a lowest attendance figure 
of 38. 

This beautiful, unspoiled site fea-
tures a tranquil African bush envi-
ronment with scenic views of the 
lake and rolling granite hills. Mem-
bers were housed in fully equipped 
thatched roof self-catering lodges.

André van Belkum from South 
Africa was the officiating minister 
and main speaker at the site.

Activities included fishing and 
children’s games on Family Day. 
Regular sights on the lakeshore and 
the surrounding savannah bush were 
white rhino, giraffe, eland, zebra, 

wildebeest, kudu, impala and the 
ever-present rock rabbit and mon-
keys. Members also enjoyed seeing 
and listening to abundant bird life, 
including fish eagle, kingfisher and 
mocking chat.

Four new members were baptized 
during the Feast: Marshal Takaindi-
sa, Patricia Chirumbi, Smart Karisa 
and Brighton Mawire.

On the whole, this was a wonder-
ful Feast characterized by inspir-
ing messages focusing on seeking 
God’s Kingdom and His righteous-
ness. There was a positive spirit of 
joy and brotherly love.

Mike Mukarati

Feast 2009 Announcements
2009 French Festival Site

The French Festival site in 2009 will be in Normandy. Coach 
excursions during the Feast will allow visits to historical sites con-
nected with the D-Day landings of June 1944. These will include 
Utah Beach and nearby Sainte Mère Église where American para-
troopers landed on the night of June 5, the Pointe du Hoc cliffs 
scaled by rangers, Omaha Beach and the Colleville–Saint-Laurent 
American Military Cemetery. There will also be an excursion to 
Mont-Saint-Michel, a fortified medieval village that becomes an 
island at high tide.

All-inclusive prices (room and three meals per day) for the Feast 
itself will be approximately $550 per adult double occupancy. We 
need to have an idea of how many people would be interested in 
attending in France so that we can reserve the appropriate number 
of rooms. If you are interested in attending this site in 2009, please 
send an e-mail to Joel Meeker at joel_meeker@ucg.org.

Also if there is sufficient interest, we can offer a tour of histori-
cally interesting sites in France and Belgium between Atonement 
and the start of the Feast. These sites would include Belleau Wood, 
Verdun, Bastogne, Waterloo and Dunkerque, in addition to Brussels 
and Bruges.

The tour would be led by amateur historian Joel Meeker. We also 
need to know if there is enough interest in this tour to begin organiz-
ing it. If you are interested in more information, please e-mail Mr. 
Meeker at joel_meeker@ucg.org.

Four new members baptized at the 
Feast in Zimbabwe
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■ So few find the way to 
happiness, it must be a well-
hidden secret. But today’s 
your lucky day—the secret 
will be revealed!
by Stuart Segall

“I’ve got the secret.” “Your wish can 
come true.” “Newly discovered cure 
for well-being.” “Finally, the formula 
revealed.” 

Haven’t we all read these kinds of 
appeals and wished they were really true 
for us? Everyone wishes for happiness 
and many people pretend to have it, yet 
few seem to truly possess it. Why is hap-
piness so hard to find? 

Well, this is your fortunate moment! 
Pssst…lean in closer. As a mere mes-
senger boy, I can remind you of the real 
path that leads to it—the fourth chapter 
of Philippians. In reality, Paul knew a lot 
about this subject. “Don’t worry about 
anything; instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need, and thank him 
for all he has done” (Philippians 4:6, 
New Living Translation). Look up and 
read verses 7 through 13 as well.

Notice in verse 6, Paul gives three 
clear instructions for finding lasting hap-
piness and contentment. He says:

1) Don’t worry about anything.
2) Pray about everything.
3) Thank God for everything.
Hey! Think for just a moment. 

What if, today, we took this instruc-
tion to heart and put it into practice? 
What if, today—after doing our part 
with all our might—we decided not to 
worry about anything? What if when 
we found ourselves worrying, we 
stopped and handed the situation over 
to God in prayer? 

Now go just a little further. What if we 
then thanked Him for taking care of the 
situation? What if we spent most of our 
mental free time today thinking about 
what loving care our amazing God takes 
of us? What would happen then?

Paul says in verse 7, if we begin to live 
this way we will experience amazing 
peace—a kind of peace we can’t even 
imagine. It is not of this world, it is out of 
this world! Peace that makes no earthly 
sense! This kind of peace is so potent 
and piercing, it has a protective function 
on our hearts and minds—which only 
makes it easier for us to stop worrying 
and be thankful. 

That sounds like a state of happiness 
to me, and that is why I call it the secret 
path! It’s secret only because few really 
find it, but you can. In fact, I am thinking 
you just did!

In verse 8, Paul elaborates on what 
to think about instead of our worries—
whatever is good, true, honorable, pure, 
lovely, praiseworthy and right. Many 
things can fall into these categories, 
but Christ encompasses them all! This 
is far more than the song lyrics “don’t 
worry, be happy.” This is not just “posi-
tive thinking,” which does not last; this 
is “spiritual thinking.”

Further down in Philippians 4:10-
13, Paul goes on to attest personally to 
the truth of this three-step process as 
he writes from a Roman prison. From 
behind bars Paul says, “I have learned 
how to get along happily whether I have 
much or little… I have learned the secret 
of living in every situation, whether it is 
with a full stomach or empty, with plenty 
or little” (Philippians 4:11-12, NLT). 

Did you catch that verb? Paul learned 
how to be happy and content. It didn’t 
just happen once he reached his goals. 
In fact, he claims his ability to be happy 
had nothing to do with his circumstanc-
es, but rather his increased trust in the 

living God. Paul wasn’t exaggerating. 
He found it, did it and shared it, and is 
still sharing today.

So, happy contentedness is not some-
thing that comes once our waistlines 
have slimmed (though I would not mind 
some of that), our wrinkles are erased, 
our houses are organized, our children 
are successful, our supervisors have 
thanked us, our minister has appreci-
ated us or our husbands or wives have 
doted on us. 

Instead, it is learned as we become 
prayerful (verse 6) and thankful (verse 
6), as we practice spiritual thinking 
(verse 8), and as we trust totally in Christ 

(verse 13) even through difficult circum-
stances.

Alright, it is now time for some final 
questions, the big ones! Does thankful-
ness characterize me? Do I think about 
what is good, lovely, pure and right, or 
do I think about what is depressing, frus-
trating, unfair and wrong? May I sug-
gest that we get off the old beaten path 
we have all been on, and try the proven 
path, the secret path. The secret’s out of 
the bag—use it, love it, but don’t lose 
it.  UN

Stuart Segall is pastor of the Crescent 
City, Eureka and Red Bluff, California, 
congregations.

Happiness and the Secret Path

■ How does submitting to 
our spiritual parents through 
compliance with Church 
standards prepare us for the 
Kingdom of God?
by Ron Kelley

Ever since I have been part of the 
Church of God, I have noticed that the 
Church has a set of standards for various 
aspects of our behavior. 

But don’t we have enough character and 
spiritual insight to decide our standards of 
behavior for ourselves? Why should we 
expect or even permit others to impose 
standards of conduct on us? 

The apostle Paul talked to Timothy 
about the issue of conduct in the Church 
of God. “Although I hope to come to you 
soon, I am writing these instructions so 
that, if I am delayed, you [Timothy] will 
know how people ought to conduct them-
selves in God’s household, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and 
foundation of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:14). 

Obviously, Timothy himself was to be 
an example to the Church about how to 
conduct themselves. 

Godly Conduct
How can you define “godly conduct”? 

One person may have a different defini-
tion of godly conduct than another per-
son would. Ephesians 4:21-23 tells us: 
“If indeed you have heard Him and have 

been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 
that you put off, concerning your former 
conduct, the old man which grows cor-
rupt according to the deceitful lusts, and 
be renewed in the spirit of your mind.” 

As we leave our former way of life and 
come into the knowledge of the truth, we 
change our old standard of conduct and 
come under a new standard—a new way 
of life. Our standard bearer is none other 
than Jesus Christ Himself! He is the One 
who sets our standards of conduct today! 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the literal 
head of this Church. He tells us what to do 
and we do it. Why? Because we are sub-
missive to His rule in our lives. We have 
yielded our lives in full surrender to Him. 

How do we submit and yield to Him as 
the Head of the Church? Ephesians 4:11-
12 says: “And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, some evan-
gelists, and some pastors and teachers, for 
the equipping of the saints for the work of 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ.” 

We believe Jesus Christ works through 
inspiring and guiding a human ministry, 
who themselves are all subject to the rule 
and government of Jesus Christ in their 
lives. The ministry of the Church of God 
acts on the authority of Jesus Christ to 
establish standards and guidelines in the 
Church. Why are they necessary?

“Because you are children who obey 
God, don’t live the kind of lives you once 
lived. Once you lived to satisfy your 
desires because you didn’t know any bet-
ter. But because the God who called you is 

holy, you must be holy in every aspect of 
your life. Scripture says, ‘Be holy, because 
I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:14-16, God’s Word 
Translation, emphasis added throughout). 

The reason we have standards of con-
duct and behavior that are typically differ-
ent from the general population around us 
is because we are not living according to 
our personal, selfish desires. Instead, we 
are seeking to conduct our lives as holy 
people of God—conforming ourselves to 
be like Jesus Christ in every aspect of our 
lives—doing exactly what He would do, 
in the way and manner He would do it. 

In other words, we are to act as if we 
are holy—because we are! One definition 
of holy is: Living according to a strict or 
highly moral religious or spiritual system. 
Therefore, we live by strict and moral stan-
dards to conform to the command of God 
to act holy because we are! 

Expected Standards
With that understood, what are some 

of the types of standards that members of 
the congregation are normally expected to 
adhere to? What are some of the expected 
standards of behavior in God’s Church?

• Appropriate hair length.
• Appropriate dress, jewelry and 

makeup.
• Appropriate music. 
• Keeping God’s Sabbath holy. 
• Arriving at services on time.
• Good behavior of children at home 

and at services. 
• Cleanliness and neatness, including 

in the home.

• Dating and marrying in the Church. 
All of these issues have been written 

about and discussed by members of the 
Church for years. Most of us are familiar 
with the expected standards.

Willing to Be Governed
We know we should strive to live by 

these standards of conduct, but why do 
we have these standards and why does 
the ministry and the Church expect adher-
ence to them? In addition to the need for 
uniform standards that promote behavior 
that follows God’s laws, another important 
benefit of having standards in the Church 
is for all of us to show that we are willing 
to be governed.

Perhaps you feel a standard is too strict 
or that a standard is not being applied 
appropriately. With standards like the ones 
above, some people are going to have neg-
ative reactions to being told to adhere to 
these standards. Yet the greater expectation 
from God is that we willingly and humbly 
submit ourselves and yield to the authority 
that has given us these standards.

God must know our hearts. He must 
know that we have put self, pride, ego and 
vanity out and replaced them with humil-
ity. We are to have a spirit that yields and 
submits to authority. God is the ultimate 
authority in our lives. Today, we show we 
are under the authority of God by coming 
under the authority of the Church. 

We will be under authority forever in 
the Kingdom of God. God has to know 
we will always say: “Yes, Father, whatever 
You say, that’s what I’ll do!” We can never 

question or challenge God! What is God 
seeing if we question and challenge His 
representatives and His government today 
by refusing to fall in line with the Church’s 
established standards of conduct? 

We cannot mandate certain behaviors, 
but as a part of God’s Church, we should 
desire to submit to the guidance and direc-
tion of the Church and the directives and 
guidelines it has established.

You see, it’s all about government. 
As the UCG study paper on governance 
states: “Righteousness flows only from 
godliness, and one of the great lessons of 
the Bible is that the value and benefit of an 
individual (or group of individuals form-
ing any institution) is directly proportional 
to the degree of submission to the Spirit of 
God and conformity to His model of holy 
conduct and behavior. God instructs His 
followers to be submissive—first to Him, 
then to one another, and also to those in 
God-ordained positions of authority and 
responsibility. Anyone who has a healthy 
fear of God will have a healthy respect for 
fellow Christians and a positive under-
standing of the value of submission.”

God is training us as His children to 
learn to become like Him. God is a loving 
Father, the Church is our Mother, and we 
are the children! Our parents are disciplin-
ing us, molding us, shaping us into the type 
of spiritual adults we are about to become! 
May we be responsive and submissive to 
our spiritual parents.  UN

Ron Kelley is pastor of the Asheville, 
Greensboro and Hickory, North Carolina, 
congregations.

Why Do We Have Standards in the Church?
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■ We don’t like to think 
about dying, but if we don’t 
plan now, our families will 
suffer. Here are some tips on 
how to show true love by 
wisely preparing—even if you 
are young.
by Rex Sexton

We all know it is coming, but we often 
are uncomfortable talking about it. Our 
children might occasionally ask, but 
we brush them off, telling them “not to 
worry.” So what is the result? In a medical 
crisis, people hunt frantically for financial 
and legal documents vital to their parents’ 
care. The hospital asks about the exis-
tence of a living will, brothers and sisters 
ask about the existence of any will, just 
in case. 

At a time of emotional crisis there 
are dozens of important questions to be 
answered: What kind of funeral arrange-
ments are we going to have? Where is 
the money coming from to pay for every-
thing? Who gets what money and what 
items from the estate? Arguments and 
disagreements are often the result. Bitter 
feelings that divide families can last for 
years.

Planning for our own death is often 
uncomfortable, but it is also essential. 
Having a proper “Grief Helpers Plan” 
is an expression of love and concern for 
those we will leave behind. It is especially 
important for husbands, but we men usu-
ally put off thinking of the time when we 
will not be here. After all, we plan to live 
a very long time, right?

Consider this: According to Alfred 
Allan Lewis and Barrie Berns, authors 
of the book Three Out of Four Wives: 
Widowhood in America, three out of four 
married women will become widows and 
the median age of women at the begin-
ning of their widowhood is 52 (1975 edi-
tion, p. 9). 

Life expectancy has increased since 
this book was published, so the average 
age of widowhood today is a few years 
later. But how many men of 55 have a 
completely planned estate? About 30 per-
cent. How many wives are fully informed 
of the family finances so that they can take 
over quickly and comfortably should they 
have to? In my experience, not many. In 
too many cases, widows struggle for 
years trying to sort things out financially 
and physically.

Lewis and Berns make some percep-
tive statements: “A woman must start 
preparing for the death of her mate the 

minute she gets married. Widowhood is 
the one condition in life for which a wom-
an is totally unprepared… Any attempt 
at discussion of what will happen should 
she outlive him creates tension and dif-
ficulties. Many wives decide that it is bet-
ter to trust him to do the right thing and 
leave the matter unspoken. THEY ARE 
WRONG!” (p. 7).

The Scriptures agree with these warn-
ings. Inheritances are important to God, 
so much so that the word inheritance is 
mentioned 264 times in the Bible. The 
Proverbs tell us: “A good man leaves an 
inheritance for his children’s children” 
(Proverbs 13:22). “A prudent man fore-
sees evil and hides himself” (Proverbs 
22:3).

A God-fearing righteous man should 
make preparations for his family to be 
taken care of after he is not able to. Have 
you? Once you have decided not to put it 
off any longer, here is a list of key items 
that should be discussed and documented 
with your spouse, children, estate execu-
tor (if other than a spouse or child) and 
others who might shoulder the burden:

1. Adequate life insurance. This 
must be at the top of the list. We have 
probably all known widows who lived in 
near poverty for years as a result of their 
husbands not carrying life insurance. Any 
husband who does not provide enough 
life insurance to take care of his widow is 
not showing love for his wife. 

Do not rely on your employer. 
Employer-provided insurance is not 
enough in most cases and often ceases 
when employment changes. The best 
time to purchase protection for your fam-
ily is when you are young, healthy and 
can qualify for less expensive rates. 

Financial planners advise carrying 
term life insurance sufficient to cover 
the financial needs of those who depend 
on your income. This might be 10 times 
your annual gross earnings when you are 
younger, though usually the coverage 
amount you need decreases as you get 
older because children have left home, 
the mortgage is paid off—not to mention 
the fact that the premiums charged by the 
insurance company go up.

2. Complete list of all things finan-
cial: real estate, retirement accounts, 
insurance, valuables, everything! Not 
just the amounts, but where everything is 
located and can be found—there should 
be a file, safe deposit box or other place 
where she knows all these records are.

We husbands sometimes invest money 
or put it places without telling our wives; 
in fact, some widows are completely in 
the dark about their husband’s financial 
dealings. “The man who has never told 

his wife exactly how much he is worth has 
never told her that he loves her” (Lewis 
and Berns, p. 8). 

3. Have a properly prepared will or 
estate plan. No matter how little a family 
has, every married person should have a 
will for the protection of the spouse. If you 
die without a will—“intestate”—then the 
government (the state in which you live in 
the United States) has a default will that 
will apply. Some of these default wills 
can cause tremendous family problems. 

In Washington, the state I live in, 
the default will states that “half of the 
deceased person’s possessions shall be 
given to the surviving spouse, half to the 
children who are of majority age.” Is this 
what you want? This provision has caused 
houses to be sold with half the proceeds 
given to children who are sometimes 
still teenagers. Surviving spouses can be 
forced to sell the place they live in and 
then can be left with not enough income 
to live comfortably. Dying without a will 
can be a curse to your wife and children. 
If you want them to say nice things about 
you when you are gone, make prepara-
tions now.

4. Get professional legal advice. Law-
yers are expensive, but they charge much 
less to prepare an estate ahead of time than 
to sort out an unplanned one for months 
or years afterward. A good estate plan can 
save probate and legal expenses for the 
family and, in many cases, estate taxes. 

Even though you might not realize it, 
many people discover too late that the 
value of their estate is over the IRS thresh-
old and that there will be brutal taxes to 
pay. Many states also have estate taxes.

Remember, your entire estate value is 
used in figuring this amount. Consider-
ing the value of real estate, life insurance, 
retirement accounts, bank accounts and 
possessions, an increasing portion of 
Americans leave estates that are over the 
current IRS estate tax threshold.

(A law passed in 2001 phases out the 
estate tax by 2010, but the law expires in 
2011 unless Congress acts again. Cur-
rently the threshold is $2 million for those 
who die in 2008, $3.5 million in 2009, no 
threshold in 2010, then back to $1 mil-
lion in 2011—though Congress will 
probably change this. This highlights the 
importance of getting professional legal 
advice.)

5. Prepare for disability, not just 
death. A living will is simple to prepare 
and states what medical treatment and 
life-sustaining measures you may or may 
not desire. The Internet has many sites 
that can assist with this (just make sure 
the one you use is valid in your state). 

If you are growing older and might 

become incapacitated, consider giving 
legal authority to others to manage your 
affairs if the need arises. This can be 
accomplished through a “Durable Power 
of Attorney” given to someone you trust 
to handle your financial matters. Con-
sider also having a “Health Care Agent 
Directive,” which allows someone you 
trust to make medical decisions for you 
if you are not able. 

Keep in mind that one third of Ameri-
cans die quickly. Two thirds die a slower, 
often medically expensive death. Be pre-
pared for a long hospital or nursing home 
stay in whatever way your can.

6. Make a complete list of any pos-
sessions you want to be given to individ-
uals. Family heirlooms, jewelry and art 
objects often fall into this category. This 
does not have to be a part of your will, 
just a list for the executor of the estate. 
Leaving family members to decide for 
themselves who gets what is a sure way to 
cause arguments. There is an old saying 
among estate planners, “If you want to 
get back at your children for all the trou-
ble they caused you, leave them a piece of 
property that they all own jointly.”

7. Finally, and this is very important: 
Write your life story for your family. 
Leave a history for your children, grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 

I constantly prod my aging parents 
to write up their biographies for us. My 
mother played in the U.S. Army band in 

WWII for four years. She played on hos-
pital ships for wounded soldiers and for 
USO shows. 

My father flew B-17s and B-26s during 
the war, and later flew B-47 jet bombers 
during the Cold War, eventually reaching 
the rank of lieutenant colonel. Dad was 
the first person from his town to graduate 
from college, and his roommate was an 
Army colonel named Alexander Haig. 
Dad was the youngest of eight children 
who grew up in abject poverty during the 
Great Depression, but all persevered to 
accomplish much as adults. 

Their lives contain valuable lessons 
that need to be passed on. I want to be 
able to tell my grandchildren the stories 
of their lives, and your children want to 
tell their grandchildren about you. 

Planning for the future when you are 
no longer around is not easy for most 
people. As Christians who seek first the 
Kingdom of God, our thoughts of the 
hereafter often center around the resur-
rection and the return of Jesus Christ to 
rule the earth. 

Let’s not forget, though, if we are 
responsible Christians, we will not 
neglect planning in a physical way for 
those we leave behind. Proper planning 
demonstrates love for your spouse and 
children. It is the right thing to do.  UN

Rex Sexton is the pastor of the Tacoma 
and Olympia, Washington, congrega-
tions.

Plan for the Future, Even If You Don’t Want To!
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which is to attain the following goals: 
• Provide potential leaders with train-

ing in the hope that they would be able to 
serve more effectively and competently.

• Teach local leaders how to serve 
with more humility.

• Assist the pastors in many of their 
important roles, realizing we are on the 
same team with the same goal.

• Build unity in the Church.
• Be a light and a good ambassador 

for Christ and the Father.

• Share information and be dedicated, 
humble servants serving the brethren as 
well as setting a positive example in the 
community.

Mr. Mather pointed out that the 
Eternal has put us in the Church to be 
helpers. He counseled the attendees to 
be servants of God possessing humil-
ity and to be strong pillars as we build 
with God and Jesus Christ. He stressed 
that we need to focus in the process 
on spiritual growth in ourselves and 
within the Church as we use our tal-
ents to produce greater fruit, locking 

arms together as instruments in God’s 
hands. 

Steven Mather skillfully demonstrated 
how technology could assist participants 
in their service to God. He pointed out 
how we could share ideas, manage our 
time in a cost-effective way and strength-
en links among ourselves. Though we are 
separated by the sea, we can still forge a 
formidable bond.

Mr. Hampton pointed out that the pro-
gram participants are now meeting more 
than once a year. For years, we have been 
hoping to meet on a more frequent basis, 

and now it has become a reality! He 
reminded participants of God’s purpose 
for mankind and said that we must focus 
on passing on the truth to different gen-
erations. He encouraged us not to let our 
enthusiasm for God’s work wane but to 
be constantly maintaining the first love. 

Then he reviewed the fundamental 
beliefs, stressing the doctrines that are 
the foundation of Christianity on which 
we must be firmly grounded. To this 
end, participants were given various 
assignments to consider in relation to 
the fundamental beliefs.

The interactive discussions covered 
the format of Church services and 
administration. Four-minute “icebreak-
ers” by all the participants helped every-
one understand more about their fellow 
workers. 

At Sabbath services, Mr. Hampton 
introduced all the participants to the mem-
bers. The local church chorale performed 
special music and Stephen Crosby, one of 
the deacons in the area, led song services. 
Mr. Hampton’s sermon was on end-time 
prophecy and stressed that the Church 
must be made ready.  UN

“Caribbean,” continued from page 3
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■ Death deals a stinging 
blow to all of us. How do 
we cope when a loved one 
dies?
by Rod Hall

When someone we know and love 
dies, it can feel like a major sting that 
strikes like a jolt of reality sinking 
into our consciousness. Someone 
we care about is suddenly gone. The 
reality of their absence can leave a 
deep, penetrating and stinging void, 
especially for those closest to them.

Recently two members with ties 
to United Church of God in the Spo-
kane, Washington/Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, area, died just one day apart. 
The sting of their deaths hit us all 
hard. How do we cope when a loved 
one dies? 

Bette Young had been a member of 
God’s Church for over 50 years. She 
and her husband, Dick, attended the 
San Diego, California, congregation 
until about four years ago when they 
moved to Spokane. 

Bette’s zest for life stood out. She 
was full of energy and radiated an 
outgoing concern for others. She and 
Dick loved to entertain young people 
over dessert at their home after an 
athletic event or other activity. The 
Youngs also started an annual pan-
cake breakfast providing food and 
fellowship for the entire congrega-
tion. 

Just over a year ago Bette was 
diagnosed with lung cancer. Over 
the next several months her vibrancy 
and energy gradually began to wane. 
However, her smile and warmth 
remained to the end. 

Bette’s service to the Church was 
exemplary. The bonds the Youngs 

helped create among the brethren will 
last for years to come. Her warmth 
and enthusiasm will be missed.

“O Death, where is your sting?” (1 
Corinthians 15:55).

Linda’s Vibrant Life
A young lady with ties to the area 

died a day before Bette. Linda Smy-
da was only 39. My wife, Sharon, 
and I remember Linda from some 
16 years ago when she moved to the 
Spokane area to be near her parents, 
Ken and Frieda Iiams. Her brother, 
Mike Iiams, and his family, also live 
in the area in Post Falls, Idaho. 

Linda Iiams and her husband-to-
be James Smyda met as freshmen at 
Ambassador College in Big Sandy, 
Texas, in 1988.They graduated in 
1992 and got married in December 
of 1994. Eventually they settled in 
Cedar Hill, Texas. 

After her death, Linda’s last on-
the-job supervisor, Jim, sent his con-
dolences. He effectively summarized 

her personality and approach to life: 
“She had such a pleasing and vibrant 
personality. She had such a vitality 
and favorable outlook on the job and 
life in general. Her smile was infec-
tious, and she interacted well with 
everyone she came in contact with. 
She was such a pleasure to work 
with.” 

One of Linda’s fellow employees 
also sent a note. “The last time she 
and I visited, I expressed apprecia-
tion to her for always being so upbeat 
and cheerful. Her response was, ‘I’m 
that way because I choose to be.’ Jim, 
you picked a winner in Linda.”

Yet Linda’s vibrant life came to an 
abrupt end just two and a half months 
after her doctor’s diagnosis of colon 
cancer, which had spread to her liver 
and other parts of her body. 

When someone so vibrant is cut 
off in the prime of life, it can be par-
ticularly disheartening.

“O Death, where is your sting?”

The Sting of Death
For most of humanity, living under 

the nagging fear of death enslaves 
them in bondage most of their lives 
(Hebrews 2:15). English author Sam-
uel Johnson perceived “no rational 
man can die without uneasy appre-
hension.” And Dr. Johnson declared 
that the fear of death was so natural 
to man that all of life was one long 
effort not to think about it (William 
Barclay, The Letters to the Corin-
thians, p. 160). Yet death is the one 
thing in life that is certain (Hebrews 
9:27; Ecclesiastes 3:2). 

What is a mystery to millions is 
an understandable reality we must 
pass through on our journey to eter-
nal life. Whether our change comes 
in an instant at Christ’s return or we 
die before then, it is a transition we 
must all endure (1 Thessalonians 
4:15-18). 

Life’s final trial leading to death 
can carry an emotional, psychologi-
cal and physical sting. For those left 
behind, there are often deep feel-

ings of sadness, loss and things left 
unsaid or undone. Time is needed to 
grieve. Although adjusting to the loss 
and loneliness caused by death takes 
time, we need to remember that even 
this most extreme experience does 
not separate us or our loved ones 
from God’s plan or His love (Romans 
8:38-39). God has not left us without 
hope (1 Corinthians 15:23). God has 
a purpose, plan and place for each of 
us (John 14:2-3; Romans 8:28).

We do not need to sorrow “as 
others who have no hope” (1 Thes-
salonians 4:13-14). As members of 
God’s Church, we know the ultimate 
outcome will be a joyous reuniting in 
the Kingdom of God. 

Paul’s Perspective
Paul talks about the sting of death 

from a broader perspective. He proj-
ects past the temporary sting that hap-
pens to those left behind in death’s 
wake. He focuses God’s people on 
the ultimate victory over the sting of 
death through Jesus Christ. 

“‘O Death, where is your sting? O 
Hades, where is your victory?’ The 
sting of death is sin, and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 
Corinthians 15:55-58). 

Yes, death and the grave will be 
swallowed up in victory at the resur-
rection. The ultimate victory of being 
changed from mortal to immortal is 
ours if we remain faithful to the end 
(Matthew 24:13). This marvelous 
transformation must occur before we 
can receive the gift of eternal life and 
no longer be subject to the sting of 
death (1 Corinthians 15:53-54). We 
will take on a new, eternal spiritual 
body.

Why Death Was Required
The tree of life represented eternal 

life. But Adam and Eve chose the 
other tree, so God shut them off from 
the tree of life lest they “live forev-
er” (Genesis 3:22-24). Their wrong 
choice resulted in God’s sentence of 
death (1 Corinthians 15:22).

Death was part of the curse for sin 
brought on all mankind by wrong 
choices made by our first parents. 
And all have chosen to follow that 
sinful way ever since (Romans 3:23). 
Paul’s point that “the sting of death 
is sin” reinforces our understanding 
of sin’s deadly grip on all mankind 
(1 Corinthians 15:56; Roman 6:23; 
7:8-12, 23-25). 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s 
commentary says, “If there were no 
sin, there would be no death. Man’s 
transgression of the law gives death 
its lawful power… Death has as yet a 
sting even to the believer, in that his 
body is under its power till the resur-
rection” (Vol. III, p. 333).

It is now appointed to man once to 
die because all have sinned (Romans 
5:12; Hebrews 9:27). We are free 

from our sins because of the price-
less shed blood of the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ. His sacrifice removes 
the death penalty that would have 
resulted in eternal death. But it does 
not remove the process of physical 
death we must endure. Even Christ 
had to suffer the sting of death 
(Hebrews 12:2-3). 

Delivered From the Evil to 
Come

When a loved one dies or our 
time of death approaches, we should 
consider “that the righteous is taken 
away from evil” (Isaiah 57:1). Those 
who die are removed from the evil in 
the world, the personal troubles and 
traumas of life and even the Great 
Tribulation. 

But we are also delivered from the 
evil enemy of death itself (1 Cor-
inthians 15:25-26). Think about it! 
Once we are dead and awaiting the 
resurrection, we are no longer sub-
ject to the physical pain and suffering 
that can accompany life. There will 
be no more death or pain (Revelation 
21:4-5). When we die in the faith, the 
second death has no power over us 
(Revelation 20:6). Our eternal life is 
sure. No longer can anyone or any-
thing keep us from our destiny!

Matthew Henry’s Commentary 
summarizes the release from death’s 
grip this way. “O death! where is 
thy sting? Where is now thy sting, 
thy power to hurt? What mischief 
hast thou done us? We are dead; but 
behold we [will] live again, and shall 
die no more. Thou art vanquished 
and disarmed, and we are out of the 
reach of thy deadly dart” (notes on 1 
Corinthians 15).

What can be more exciting than 
looking past the sting of death to 
eternal life? “Those who are wise 
shall shine like the brightness of the 
firmament, and those who turn many 
to righteousness like the stars forever 
and ever” (Daniel 12:3). 

After Job’s long trial he began 

to understand that death was just 
another stop along the road to eter-
nal life. “Oh, that You would hide 
me in the grave, that You would con-
ceal me until Your wrath is past, that 
You would appoint me a set time, 
and remember me! If a man dies, 
shall he live again? All the days of 
my hard service I will wait, till my 
change comes. You shall call, and 
I will answer You; You shall desire 
the work of Your hands” (Job 14:13-
15).

Day of Death Better Than 
Day of Birth?

It is sometimes hard to accept 
Solomon’s assertion: “The day of 
death [is] better than the day of 

birth” (Ecclesiastes 7:1, New Inter-
national Version). Why is one’s 
death better than one’s birth? This 
physical life is just the beginning 
process. It is short lived with no 
future without God. James describes 
life as “a vapor, that appears for a 
little time, and then vanishes away” 
(James 4:14). 

When we are called by God, 
life takes on a deeper meaning. It 
becomes the training and proving 
ground for the life to come. When 
physical life is completed, that pro-
cess is finished, and we await the 
next phase of life—living forever in 
the family of God.

Solomon goes on to say that it is 
good for us to face our own mortal-
ity, even if we naturally recoil from 
it. “Better to go to a house of mourn-
ing than to go to a house of feasting, 
for death is the destiny of every man; 
the living should take this to heart” 
(Ecclesiastes 7:2, NIV, emphasis 
added throughout). 

God wants us to take to heart the 
reality of death. We should deeply 
appreciate each moment He pro-
vides us with. It should motivate us 
to take advantage of every opportu-
nity to prepare now for His Kingdom 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

O Grave, Where Is Your 
Victory?

Bette Young, Linda Smyda and 
all who have and will die awaiting 
Christ’s return, will obtain the ulti-
mate victory over death and the grave 
at the resurrection. God’s purpose to 
give us eternal life will stand! Death 
will have lost its grip on us for-
ever! “The last enemy that will be 
destroyed is death” (1 Corinthians 
15:26).

The fear of death can dissipate if 
we focus on life’s ultimate purpose 
from God’s perspective. We will be 
resurrected to an “incorruptible” 
existence, living in an awesome eter-
nal state (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 

Thessalonians 4:13-17; Revelation 
21:1-5). The life we now live simply 
cannot compare to the wonderful and 
fulfilling existence that awaits us. We 
have hope in and long for that day 
(Romans 8:18, 23).

We wait as God’s jewels, His spe-
cial treasure, fashioned and molded 
by Him for the life to come (Malachi 
3:16-18; Romans 9:20-21). We are 
His magnificent handiwork awaiting 
our adornment as sons and daughters 
in His eternal Kingdom. 

“O Death, where is your sting?” 
The sting of death will be swallowed 
up in the victory of eternal life!  UN

Rod Hall is a member in the Spo-
kane, Washington/Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, congregation.

O Death, Where Is Your Sting?

We wait as God’s jewels, His special treasure, fashioned 
and molded by Him for the life to come (Malachi 3:16-
18; Romans 9:20-21). We are His magnificent handiwork 
awaiting our adornment as sons and daughters in His 
eternal Kingdom. 

Bette Young

Linda Smyda



©
 2

00
8 

Ju
pi

te
rIm

ag
es

 C
or

po
ra

tio
n

Touchdowns, 
Drumsticks and God?

This Nov. 27, Americans will celebrate Thanks-
giving. Turkey, football and…God? Millions of 
Americans will sit down to a turkey dinner, watch 
multiple football games and 
profess thanksgiving to God. 

Sadly, in many respects it 
will also be done in that order. 
People want touchdowns, 
drumsticks and stuffing before 
they actually acknowledge 
God and thank Him. It once 
again becomes a question of 
priorities.

The question for us is, do 
we fall into that same trap? I speak not of the day 
of Thanksgiving, but rather when we come before 
God in prayer. What are our priorities when we 
pray before God? Do we ask for the touchdowns, 
drumsticks and stuffing before giving Him praise 
and thanks? It is a trap one can fall into all too eas-
ily.

It is interesting that thanksgiving, in terms of praise 
to God, is one of the “megathemes” of the book of 
Psalms. The words praise and praises are used a 
combined 182 times in the book of Psalms! Can 
there be any question that the psalmists were clearly 
expressing heartfelt devotion and thanksgiving? It 
is only through this type of praise that we come to 
understand and recognize God’s greatness. 

As we begin to lead a prayer life filled more 
with thanksgiving, we recognize more fully God’s 
power; His sovereignty over every situation in our 
lives. It takes the focus off self and puts it back 
where it rightfully needs to be—on God and His 
love for us.

Psalm 150 is a powerful crescendo to the book of 
Psalms. Notice verses 1-2: “Praise the Lord! Praise 
God in His sanctuary; praise Him in His mighty 
firmament! Praise Him for His mighty acts; praise 
Him according to His excellent greatness!” It is 
an example of powerful, awe-inspiring praise and 
thanksgiving to God. It literally focuses everything 
around us back to Him and acknowledges Him as 
the priority in our lives.

Let’s enjoy this coming Thanksgiv-
ing and be reminded of our need to 
come before God first and foremost in 
praise and thanksgiving in our prayer 
life. Then we can truly enjoy the touch-
downs, drumsticks and stuffing.

Jon Pinelli
Pastor of the Salt Lake City, Utah, 

and Grand Junction, Colorado, con-
gregations

Christian Leadership 
Requires True G-R-I-T

The Bible is full of instructions and examples 
of what God expects of leaders in the Church. A 
simple acronym summarizes many of these prin-
ciples: G-R-I-T.

Grace—God’s favor. A fundamental principle of 
Christian leadership is having God’s grace. Grace 
can apply to God’s unmerited forgiveness or to His 
favor. Without God’s backing, our efforts become 
just human efforts. When we have God’s favor, 
backing and blessing, we can more readily exercise 

His will. We are seeking first His Kingdom, looking 
to Him for guidance and desiring to serve others 
(Matthew 6:33; Psalm 32:8-9). Having God’s favor 
requires humility. “God resists the proud, but gives 
grace [favor] to the humble” (James 4:6, emphasis 
added throughout). 

Relate. A good leader listens, relates and 
responds to others, considering their personality 
style, interests, perspectives and needs. A good 
leader is effective at adapting to others much like 
a chameleon. This can create empathy and insight. 
Paul instructed Timothy not to approach everyone 
the same. “Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort 
him as a father, younger men as brothers, older 
women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with 
all purity. Honor widows who are really widows” 
(1 Timothy 5:1-3).

Initiative. Effective leaders can spot what 
needs to be done and look to God and those over 
them in authority for guidance in accomplishing 
it. They take initiative even if they do not have a 
position or title and will not get the credit (Mat-
thew 6:3-4). 

The apostle Paul took initiative when follow-
ing God’s calling to go to the gentiles, making 
three extensive tours over several years. His 
determination helped him overcome many obsta-
cles along the way (2 Corinthians 11:23-28). He 
also took the initiative of writing many letters to 
the congregations, writing more instruction that 
was later included in the New Testament than 
any other author.

Teach. Paul told Timothy a good leader is “able 
to teach” (1 Timothy 3:1-3). The foundation for 
what is taught needs to be based on solid biblical 
principles, not just personal preferences or opin-
ions (1 Timothy 1:3-4; Hebrews 5:12-14). A big 
part of teaching involves setting a good example. 
Paul instructed Timothy, “Let no one despise your 
youth, but be an example to the believers in word, 
in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 
Timothy 4:12). A good teacher must be teachable. 
Not a “lord it over” know-it-all, but a servant will-
ing to take input, advice and help from others (Mat-
thew 20:25-28; 1 Peter 5:5).

When you lead, do you do it with true GRIT? 
Rod Hall

Spokane, Washington, congregation

God Loves Secrets
Today, politicians’ and celebrities’ dirty little 

secrets don’t stay secret very long. In a world 
with 24-hour news programs and ambitious 
journalists, we end up knowing more about 
some people than we really care to. Supermar-
ket tabloids and magazines also capitalize on 
the fact that people love to know “secrets” about 
others. 

It may be surprising to learn that God loves 
“secrets” too, although the kind He likes is quite 
different from the kind most people do. Even 
though God knows all secrets about everyone, 
there are certain types of secrets He delights in 
knowing and remembering. 

God wants our good deeds, prayers and fast-
ing to primarily be done in secret. There may 
seem to be a contradiction between Matthew 
5:16, where we are told to let our light shine 
before men that they may see our good works, 
and Matthew 6:1-4, where we are told to do our 
alms in secret. However, we can fulfill both 
scriptures without contradiction.

Our obedience to God and resulting good 
works will and should be seen by the world. 
When we are not lying, cheating, stealing, etc., 
but rather serving and giving to others, these 
things will not go unnoticed. This is how we let 
our light shine. 

In Matthew 6:1-4, God addresses our motiva-
tion behind doing good deeds. We should not be 
doing them to impress or seek the glory of men, 
but instead to serve God and seek His glory.

There are works that we do that will be noticed 
by others and works that we do that will not 
be. In either case, we should not be sounding a 
trumpet to publicly proclaim our good deeds in 
pursuit of admiration and glory. God says if we 
do, we have already received our reward. But if 
we commit our works to God, the Father who 
sees in secret will reward us openly.

How many secrets does God know about 
you? 

Nancy Morgan
Huntsville, Alabama, congregation
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Children’s Corner
Sabbath Word Puzzle

Find the following words in the word search puzzle.

 J Y H Z D C S V N
 T A T L P H E N O
 K D A A R U V E I
 R R B I A R E L T
 E U B C Y C N B A
 S T A E M H T I E
 T A S P G Z H B R
 H S T S G O O D C

Shelby Faith
St. Louis, Missouri, congregation

Turning the Hearts . . . 
Janie, the Little Girl Who Wouldn’t 
Listen the First Time!

Janie was a sweet little girl with a lot of energy. She was a pretty good little 
girl except that she wouldn’t listen the first time. I told this story to my children to 
impress upon them the need to listen to their mom and me. 

One day, the story continues, Janie’s mom asked her to come and help set the 
table for dinner. Janie heard, but continued playing until her mom had to raise her 
voice and say, “Janie, come in her and set the table!” After that loud command, 
Janie would listen.

Janie’s parents were frustrated because Janie was a sweet little girl, but she just wouldn’t listen the first time. 
One evening after dinner, as Dad and Mom were sitting in their easy chairs, Janie started running through the 
house. She was stomping her feet as she came through the living room on her way to the dining room and 
into the kitchen. Her dad asked her to stop running, but she wouldn’t listen the first time. He had to yell to her 
to stop running and then she listened.

Her dad said to her that she better learn to listen the first time, because there may come a time when he or 
her mom may not get a second chance to tell her to listen.

Sure enough, on Sunday afternoon, Janie’s dad was washing his car on the driveway. Janie was bouncing 
her ball on the lawn when suddenly the ball rolled down the grass and onto the sidewalk. Janie was concentrat-
ing on going after the ball and didn’t see a rider on a bike coming at a high rate of speed on the sidewalk. 

Janie’s dad looked up and saw the bike and called to his daughter to stop. Janie looked at her dad, smiled, 
but didn’t listen the first time. She stepped into the path of the skidding bike!

Her dad rushed her to the hospital. She was bruised and scraped and had a broken arm. The minister was 
called and came to anoint her. After she was home, Janie told her parents that when she was better, she was 
going to listen the first time from now on.

When Janie was healed and better, her mom asked her to help set the table while she was playing, and she 
stopped playing and set the table right away. She listened the first time. She was so excited to be feeling good 
after the accident that she went running through the house. Her parents asked her to stop and she did—the 
very first time they asked.

They were so proud of their sweet little girl who had now learned to listen the first time!
We need to teach our children this principle. Since God doesn’t want delayed obedience from us, we 

should not allow our children that latitude either (1 Samuel 15:22-23; Ephesians 6:1). 
Appreciate your children for their obedience and commend them for it when they listen the first time. 

Teach them the example of Samuel. When God called him, he listened right away (1 Samuel 3).
Set the example for your children by letting them see your obedience to God’s Word the first time you find 

out something to practice. This vital lesson will bring about peace in your home and help your children grow 
into respectful, active adults (Proverbs 29:17).

Gary E. Antion
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Jacksonville 
Celebrates 40th 
Anniversary

The Jacksonville, Florida, congrega-
tion celebrated its 40th anniversary on the 
Sabbath of Sept. 13. The service included 

a taped message from Jim Chapman, pas-
tor from 1986 to 1992, and a few words 
from now-retired former pastor Bob 
Jones. The main message was given by 
David Mills, who was the associate pas-
tor when the congregation began on Sept. 
14, 1968. Some of the original members 
had traveled from other states to be there 
for this celebration.

Services were followed by a delicious 
meal that was provided by the local mem-
bers. A 30-minute DVD presentation was 
a real hit as it took many down memory 
lane by recounting the early history of 
the congregation. This was followed by 
the cutting of a special anniversary cake, 
which was cut by the present and two for-
mer pastors (see photo). 

All of these activities made the day 
very special and one that we will remem-
ber fondly.

Roy Demarest

Garden Grove 
Hosts Third Youth 
Weekend

The Garden Grove, California, con-
gregation hosted its third teen and young 
adult weekend July 17 to 20.

This year the youth traveled from 
Michigan, Texas, Oregon, Arizona and as 

far as Canada to participate in the activi-
ties, which began on Thursday night with 
a “Meet ’n Greet” where the youth were 
able to get acquainted.

On Friday during the day, the kids had 
the afternoon free. Some went fishing, 
others shopped in the nearby downtown 
Huntington Beach area, while others 
spent the day at the beach playing volley-
ball or just laying in the sun. That evening 
we all got together and welcomed the 
Sabbath with some good food, fellow-
ship and singing around a bonfire.

Sabbath morning we all got together 
at the home of one of our members for 
brunch and an interactive Bible study, 
followed by some encouraging words 
from a panel of ABC graduates.

Sabbath services were held at our 
regular meeting place, where we were 
all able to enjoy having David Register 
as our guest speaker.

That evening the youth had a pizza 
dinner, and then after sundown came a 
highly anticipated game of dodgeball.

On Sunday the activities began at 
Doheny Beach where the Garden Grove 
congregation hosts its annual Churches 
of God barbecue. Activities included 
surfing, volleyball, card games and a lot 
of good food and fellowship. After the 
barbecue, the weekend came to a close 
with a farewell (until next time) dance.

DeAnn Weis

Guatemala Youth 
Receives Honors

Esli Avila has recently received triple 
honors upon her graduation from the 
School of Public Accounting and Auditing 
of the University of San Carlos in Guate-
mala City, Guatemala. Esli is the daughter 
of Eleodoro and Herlinda Avila, retired 
school teachers who have been in the 
Church for over 30 years. Mr. Avila also 
is an elder, serving principally the United 
congregation of Jutiapa, Guatemala.

Upon her graduation on Oct. 13, 2007, 
Esli was awarded the title of auditor and 
a diploma of recognition, which is not 
normally bestowed in public. She had 
attained the level of “outstanding academ-
ic achievement” in her course of study and 
was therefore exempted from the require-
ment to take the usual private practical 
applications exam in her field of study.

In order to be exempt from this exam 
students are supposed to take Saturday 
classes, which gives them an advantage 
over other students. Several of Esli’s 
companions in the more advanced level 
of the class did so. However, in order to 
obey God’s commandments Esli did not 
take the classes on the Sabbath. Interest-
ingly, some of Esli’s classmates who did 
take the Saturday classes did not pass the 
private exams! Everyone was surprised 
by Esli’s achievement, since she did not 
take the extra classes, yet was awarded 
this diploma for outstanding academic 
achievement.

Seven months after her graduation, 
the University of San Carlos selected 
Esli’s thesis as the best thesis of 2007. 
As a result, she received a medal of rec-
ognition with her name on one side and 
the following inscription on the other 
side: “For having produced the best pro-
fessional thesis in the School of Public 

Accounting during the year of 2007.” She 
was also presented an honorary diploma 
of merit dated Aug. 6, 2008.

In addition, the Guatemalan Institute 
of Public Accountants and Auditors in 
conjunction with four national universi-
ties met in order to award prizes to the 
best students, the best professors and for 
the best theses of 2007. For her outstand-
ing achievements Esli received a plaque 
for honorable merit and a certificate of 
recognition from this institute.

Esli and her family live in a small town 
in eastern Guatemala, some distance from 
the capital. Her graduation was for them 
a very moving experience. The family is 

thankful that God, 
through the Church, 
inspired them 
to want to better 
themselves profes-
sionally and helped 
provide the means 
to do so.

The Avilas’ older 
daughter, Nytzia, 

also studied at the University of San Car-
los in Guatemala City at the Faculty of 
Chemical Sciences and graduated as a 
licensed chemical pharmacist. She brave-
ly confronted the world’s established 
social order and never wavered in her 
observance of the Sabbath and the Holy 
Days. At no time did she compromise 
with the Sabbath, preferring instead to 
stay up all night during the week at times 
in order to complete necessary tasks.

Mr. Avila commented regarding his 
daughters, “I am filled with gratitude 
toward God. Their success has not 
served to make us proud or conceited but 
to honor God. He has blessed our entire 
family—there is no doubt about it.” The 
entire Church in Guatemala share with 
the Avilas their joy and are inspired by the 
fine example of these young ladies.

Leon Walker

Los Angeles Ladies 
Enjoy Elegant Tea

On the afternoon of Sunday, Sept. 14, 
the Los Angeles, California, Women’s 
Club enjoyed an authentic English tea. It 
was an elegant occasion with crisp, white 
tablecloths, fresh flowers and fine china 
under the shade of white umbrellas in the 
beautiful garden of Ingrid Helge. 

The planning for the tea inspired 
unique ideas for such an elegant occa-
sion. The planning committee sought out 
the different talents from a large pool of 
capable ladies who went all out to make 
this occasion a memorable one.  

Patti Josifek led the meetings as the 
major coordinator. Mrs. Helge arranged 
for the tables, chairs and tablecloths and 
oversaw the final details. Several mem-
bers contributed the use of their genuine 
china, one matching set for each table. 
Bonnie Shemet volunteered to decorate 
each table with fresh flowers. The per-
sonal invitations and handmade place 
cards were created for each participant 
by Marion Snyder. 

Blanca Oesterly recruited several 

ladies to help with the assembling of 
dainty sandwiches and fruit tortes. One of 
the most important parts was the assort-
ment of teas and the delectable crumpets 
that were served with cream and various 
marmalades and jams.

The guests arrived at 3 p.m. Norma 
Kowlsen greeted everyone at the entrance 
to the garden. Diana Garcia started the 
afternoon with cheerful comments as 
emcee. She introduced Bonnie Greider 
who welcomed everyone and opened with 
a short prayer. Mrs. Helge, Mrs. Shemet 
and Sharon Roybal entertained the guests 
with a medley of three happy songs. Liz 
Russell provided ambiance with classical 
background music on the flute.

The group also enjoyed two speakers: 

Laura Peabody revealed her personal 
struggles and events that led up to her 
calling into God’s truth. Marion Sny-
der’s speech was a collection of personal 
thoughts.

Toward the end of the afternoon the 
group engaged in a drawing for door 
prizes. The main prize went to the lady 
with the Most Feminine Hat and Outfit. 
Everyone who came should have received 
that prize, because all came in gorgeous 
dresses adorned with silk flower cor-
sages made personally by Elida Bricio. 
Many ladies also wore broad brimmed 
hats. The prize went to Kristel Lyons. 
Her dress was of her own creation and 
her hat was a festive addition. 

Mrs. Josifek ended the afternoon with 
a gift for everyone: copies of her collec-
tion of different scone recipes. In her clos-
ing comments she thanked not only Man-
fred Fraund, who had set up and managed 
the sound system behind the scenes, but 
also all who so tirelessly contributed their 
talents, their efforts and their creativity to 
make this a most memorable event.

Marion Snyder 

Asheboro Ladies’ 
Club Meets

The Ladies’ Club of the Asheboro, 
North Carolina, congregation met before 
Sabbath services on July 12, 2008, with 
18 in attendance.

The topic for the meeting was “A Wife 
and Mother: How to Better Communi-
cate With Your Husband and Children.”

Some of the suggestions were:
• Be a good listener and choose your 

words wisely.
• Make sure to do something special for 

your spouse or children once in a while.
• Keep the lines of communication 

open and always be there for one another.  
• Remember that you are not always 

going to agree. Have an open mind.
• Be willing to say, “I’m sorry.”
• Don’t bring up things your children 

do wrong or that disappoint you. Put it 
behind you.

• When you listen to your children, 
they talk to you more.

• Bruised feelings are like other bruis-
es; they don’t instantly heal.

• Healing a relationship takes effort 
from both individuals.

• As sisters, we should communicate 
with one another.

• If something is not right in your 
relationships, always remember to go to 
God with it in prayer.

The ladies were encouraged to refer 
to a May/June 1997 Good News article 

titled “When Friends Dis-
agree” (www.gnmagazine.
org/issues/gn10/youth-
friendsdisagree.htm). It 
contains valuable informa-
tion that could be applied to 
our relationships with our 
spouse and children.

The meeting concluded 
with delicious snacks 

including vegetable pizza, watermelon 
and pound cake.

There was an additional planning and 
organizational meeting held on Sept. 13 
to prepare for those not able to attend the 
Feast. Ladies’ Club members will be fill-
ing baskets with scrapbooks and goodies 
brought back from the various Feast sites 
they are attending.  

The next regular club meeting will be 
held on Nov. 8. The ladies will be putting 
the finishing touches on the Feast baskets 

and discussing the topic “How Do We 
Come out of Ourselves and Learn to Give 
to Others?”

Bonnie Mabry

Member Receives 
Rotary Scholarship

The Newport-Irvine Rotary Club 
announced the selection of Jacqueline 
Anne Seiglie as an Ambassadorial Schol-
ar for the academic year of 2009 through 
2010. She is one of three college students 
selected to study abroad by Rotary District 
5320, which covers Orange County and 
parts of Los Angeles County, California.

Miss Seiglie is daughter of Mario 
and Catalina Seiglie, pastor of the 

Enjoying the tea: 
Diana Garcia, 
Bonnie Greider, 
Laura Peabody, 
Marion Snyder, 
Patti Josifek, 
Norma Kowlsen, 
Victoria Nelson and Luz Marin

Garden Grove’s teen and young adult 
weekend (photo by Eli Creamer)

Esli Avila

Asheboro Ladies’ Club gathers for a 
photograph (photo by Austin Stanford)

Pauline and Roy Demarest, Robert 
Jones and David and Sandy Mills cut 
the cake in Jacksonville
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Garden Grove, California, congrega-
tion. She is a 2008 University of Cal-
ifornia–Irvine graduate who majored 
in neurobiology. She plans to work 
on a master’s in public health/com-
munity health in Spain. Her ultimate 
goal is the study of medicine with a 
focus on diabetes. She has served as 
a research assistant at New York Uni-
versity School of Medicine, UCI and 
Harvard Medical School.

Jim De Boom

Phoenix NW 
Honors Seniors

On the Sabbath of Sept. 20, the North-
west Phoenix, Arizona, congregation 
held a special church service honoring 
their “church treasures.”  These treasures 
are the senior members of the congrega-
tion, particularly those who are over the 
age of 80. Of the 10 seniors over 80, eight 
had been interviewed on videotape by the 
young adults, and the video was shown 
during the first split sermon. 

The “over 80” seniors are Paul Sapp,  
Jeannie Mitchell, Doris Laurent, Cath-
ern Poetz, Don Burbeck, Lucille Med-
ley, Leonard Peaslee, Larry Hale, Nita 
Sarrick and Ellen Navratil. All shared 
stories about how they grew up and 
how they were called. Then they shared 
advice they wished to pass down to the 
younger generations, including the 
need for communication among fam-
ily, staying strong in the faith and hav-
ing a close relationship with God. 

Following the video was a message 
from the pastor, Randy Schreiber, on 
the accomplishments of various seniors 
in the Bible. The congregation enjoyed 
learning new things about our older 

members and gaining from their col-
lective wisdom.

Rashele Hoyer

Member Wins 
Recycling Award

Kathleen Ekama was nominated for 
one of three individual awards for recy-
cling in the Stark-Tuscarawas-Wayne 
Joint Solid Waste Management District 
of Northeast Ohio. She won the award 
for Tuscarawas County.

Her husband, Jerrit, said that Kath-
leen was a recycler long before it was 
fashionable to be one. She motivated 
the family to separate household trash, 
saved printer paper to reuse for drafts, 
saved the rinse water from the washer 
to reuse, saved rain for watering their 
small poultry and sheep flock, etc.

Kathleen has also cleaned her road 
of trash and recycled it, coordinated 
recycling at Buckeye Career Center, 
Tuscarawas County’s Career Tech 
High School, and helped to moderate 
her area Freecycle Yahoogroup. She 
constantly recycles and inspires and 
motivates others to recycle.

Awards were presented at a luncheon 
Oct. 22.

Chattanooga Holds 
Ocoee White-Water 
Rafting Weekend

The Chattanooga, Tennessee, congre-
gation once again sponsored the annual 
Ocoee White-Water Weekend over the 
first weekend in August. Individuals and 

families came from many states for a 
weekend of camping and fellowship and 
to brave the white waters of the Ocoee 
River, one of the most popular rafting riv-
ers in the country. The Ocoee River was 
used in the 1996 Atlanta Summer Olym-
pic games for the kayaking competition.

This special weekend starts out Friday, 
when most individuals and families come 
and set up their tents in the Hiawassee 
Campgrounds, located in the Cherokee 
National Forest just outside of Cleveland, 
Tennessee, in the Great Smoky Moun-
tains. The brethren enjoy breathtaking 
views, a beautiful lake for swimming and 
a leisurely hike to a waterfall. 

On the Sabbath, most enjoyed break-
fast on their own or with other brethren 
camping nearby. Bruce Gore, the South-
east regional pastor, held the Bible study 
that afternoon that included plenty of 
interaction and nearly a hundred in atten-
dance, a new record. 

That evening, many relaxed 
by their fire pits and enjoyed 
fellowship, games, sing-alongs 
and dancing, as some brought 
their guitars for entertainment.

Sunday morning most were 
up early, taking down their tents 
and moving on to the white-
water site to enjoy the thrill of the day. The 
Ocoee offers the most continuous stretch 
of Class III–IV rapids in the country, in 

a raft that includes seven oarspeople 
(including the guide).

After the exciting river ride, the 
fellowship did not end. Many joined 
together at a nearby restaurant to review 
the wonderful time they had and enjoy 
one last meal together. Sad to leave 
everyone but knowing they had a drive 
ahead of them, the brethren said their 
good-byes and talked about next year. 

Start making your plans to join us 
next year. This most enjoyable weekend 
activity usually takes place during the 
first weekend of August.

Eric and Jeannie Evans

Camp Tomahawk 
Has Best Year Yet

Camp Tomahawk was blessed in its 
fifth year with beautiful weather, many 
exciting activities and the joyful pres-
ence of 54 cheerful preteen campers 
and 46 high-energy staff members. The 
camp, located next to the beautiful Ten-

nessee River, ran July 
13 to 16.

Campers enjoyed daily Christian liv-
ing, survival skills classes, swimming, 
speedaway, kickball, tubing, arts and 

crafts and much more. Excellent food 
and themed dinner nights rounded out 
the experience. Everyone agreed it was 
the best year we have had yet!

Shari Fooshe

Asheboro: “Danger: 
Men Cooking”

Sabbath evening, Aug. 23, the Ashe-
boro, North Carolina, ladies enjoyed a 
potluck meal prepared by the men of the 
congregation. The table was jokingly 
decorated with “Danger: Men Cooking” 
tape. Seriously, this was a nice treat for 
the ladies, and the food was great!

The men were asked to prepare their 
favorite recipes, and some of the dishes 
were: chicken pot pie, lasagna, South-
west chicken and rice, chicken casse-
role, roast beef, chili beans, a variety 
of salads and vegetables, fresh fruit and 
many wonderful, rich desserts, includ-
ing lots of chocolate! 

The women were also relieved of 
cleaning duties for the day.

Tom and Bonnie Mabry

“Trials and Tribulations” 
Update

I would like to update the brethren on 
the progress that I have made in my health 
since the article “The Trials and Tribula-
tions of God’s People” (December 2006 
United News, www.ucg.org/un/un0612/
trialstribulation.htm) was published. At 
the time I reported that I was suffering 
from weakness in my arms, hands and 
legs, enduring a trial with colon cancer 
and a blood clot. Since that time I also 
developed lymphoma cancer.

I am happy to report that God has heard 

the prayers of His people for me. My colon 
and lymphoma cancer are now in remis-
sion and the blood clot has disappeared. 
Also, the weakness in my arms, legs and 
hands has improved to the point where I 
am now driving a car for the first time in 
years and working out at a gymnasium to 
continue to strengthen my body.

This update is intended to further 
encourage brethren who are also going 
through similar trials. I want to encour-
age them to do their part in patience and 
endurance and ask God to do the rest.
Lou Fakhoury, Garden Grove, California

Cancellation Because of 
Threats

I want to definitively cancel my 
subscription because I have received 
threats by Islamic extremists, my life 
and those of my family are in danger.

For your information I am an Alge-
rian, and you know that in Algeria 
freedom of religion is forbidden and 
to avoid this situation becoming any 
more complicated I would like you 
to stop sending me any other maga-
zines.

Algeria

Eager to Learn
I would like to say thank you for mak-

ing the booklets for free. I am so grate-
ful that through your Web site I am able 
to learn more and more about God the 
Father, the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ. 
The reading is so easy, I am so eager to 
learn what God’s heart is and how to 
share God’s Word with others. I have 
shared this Web site with friends and 
family, and I trust that they will not only 
order the booklets, but that the Holy 
Spirit will open our hearts and make 
a change in all our lives to glorify our 

Father God. May you all be so blessed 
for making this possible. Your service is 
reaching so many people. Thank you.

South Africa

Letters

Letters to the Editor: Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. Com-
ments and suggestions are welcome. 
Please let us know if you would like 
your name printed. Mail to: United 
News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027 or e-mail UN@
ucg.org.

Local Church Updates: If your 
congregation’s news and events are 
rarely covered in United News, why 
not check with your pastor and write 
something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photographs with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. 
Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. 
Please double-check the spelling of 
names. Please e-mail (preferred) or 
give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

in the Philippines,” Mr. Kilough said. 

Production Process
It takes Mr. Porter anywhere from 30 

minutes to two days to put a program 
together. “Some programs consist of a 
short update recorded with a single cam-
era,” Mr. Porter said. “Others sometimes 
include a three-person, four-camera inter-
view with supporting maps and video, 
similar to a Beyond Today program.”

Mr. Porter’s creativity and above-
and-beyond effort have produced some 
effective supporting graphics. But it’s not 

without it’s challenges. “One time I used 
computer motion-tracking to tie labels to an 
animated 3D map. The map looked great 
and was easy to follow, but it turned into 

a workflow fiasco that took several hours 
longer than I’d anticipated.” On the bright 
side, Mr. Porter pointed out that About Our 
Father’s Business has provided a platform 
for testing new ideas and workflows that 

eventually improve Beyond Today 
and other productions.

Clay Thornton has also edited 
several programs.

Ideas for Future 
Programs

“We certainly plan to keep it 
going, and I hope the audience increases,” 
Mr. Kilough said. “I think it helps our rela-
tionships with one another, deepens our 
care for each other, and thus stimulates 

our prayers to God. If anyone has any 
good ideas for programs or topics you 
would like to see developed, please send 
them my way!”

About Our Father’s Business is gener-
ally posted by Friday and can be found on 
the member’s Web site at members.ucg.
org.  UN

Top Five Programs
The top five About Our Father’s Business programs since Nov. 1, 2007, are:
1. Oct. 3, 2008, “Faith and the Feast”—viewed 14,397 times.
2. May 15, 2008, “Spiritual Maturity”—viewed 13,077 times.
3. Feb. 7, 2008, “Senior/Associate Pastor Interview: Eastern Europe and 

Scandinavia”—viewed 9,620 times.
4. Sept. 18, 2008, “Hurricanes, Turkeys and Stock Markets”—viewed 9,243 

times.
5. Aug. 14, 2008, “Ambassador Bible Center: Commencement Address”—viewed 

9,135 times.

“Father’s Business,” continued 
from page 1

Matthew Bates in 
program on Jordan

Brethren hit white water on the Ocoee

Preteen excitement at 
Camp Tomahawk
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Births
Chad and Jennifer Messerly of the 

Cambridge, Ohio, congregation are 
happy to announce the birth of their 
first child, Abigail Lynn. She was born 
on June 25, 2008, weighing 7 pounds 4 

ounces and measuring 21 inches long. 
She is the fourth grandchild of Ron and 
Nancy Kelley (pastor in North Caro-
lina), and the 15th grandchild of Robert 
and Brenda Messerly (members of the 
Portland, Oregon, congregation). She 
is a wonderful blessing and joy to the 
entire family.

Michael and Sarah Greider of the 
Columbia, Maryland, congregation are 
pleased to announce the arrival of Lucas 
Milan on July 11, 2008. Little Lucas 
was 8 pounds and 20 inches long, but 
is already growing as fast as he possibly 
can. This is the first grandchild for Eliza-
beth and Milan Janicich and the third for 

Larry and Bonnie Greider. When asked 
how he likes life on the outside, Lucas 
kind of looked around and gently cooed 
a bit before taking a short nap.

Robert and Kimberley Eckert of the 
Edmonton, Alberta, congregation are 
pleased to announce the arrival of their 

second child, Joshua William Eckert. 
Joshua was born on Aug. 24, 2008. He 
weighed 7 pounds 7½ ounces and was 
19½ inches long. Joshua was born in St. 

Albert, Alberta, and both mother and son 
are healthy. Big brother Michael (age 3) 
is pleased to have a baby brother. 

Tom and Tracy Bulharowski of the 
Macon, Georgia, congregation are 

pleased to announce the birth of their 
fourth child, Jason Neal, on July 4, 2008 
(our Independence Day baby!). Jason 
weighed 7 pounds 8 ounces and was 20 
inches long. He is the fourth grandchild 
for Clay and Stephana Thornton and the 
10th grandchild for Bobbie (deceased) 
and Jack Bulharowski.

Steve and Amy Allwine of the St. 
Paul, Minnesota, congregation are 

happy to announce the birth of their son 
Joseph Loyd Allwine on Oct. 24, 2007. 
Proud grandparents are Gail and Karen 
Allwine of Spokane, Washington, and 
Charles and Joanne Zutz of St. Paul.

Jude Ler Wei Jin was born to Derek 
and Jui Lin Ler on Jan. 8, 2008. The 

family lives in Auckland, New Zea-
land, where Jude and his mother attend 
church.

Ben and Rebekah Mauldin are happy 
to announce the birth of their third son, 
Micah Daniel Mauldin. Micah was 
born on Aug. 15, 2008, and weighed 7 
pounds 13 ounces and was 19 inches 
long. 

Everyone is doing well. Big brothers 
Jacob and Benjamin are excited to have 
a new brother. Micah’s grandparents 
are Ben and Linda Mauldin of Temple, 

Texas, and Jim and Becky Shrode of 
Dallas, Texas.

Weddings
Bart and Joan Bornhorst of the Day-

ton, Ohio, congregation, are happy to 

announce the marriage of their daughter 
Sarah Marie to Andrew John Hender-
son, son of Hal and Linda Henderson of 
the Cleveland, Ohio, congregation. The 
wedding was held outside on the golf 
course at the Greene Country Club on 
June 1, 2008, at 1:30 in the afternoon. 
Lyle Welty, pastor of the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, East AM and PM congregations 
and friend to both families, performed 
the ceremony. The happy couple now 
resides in Richmond, Virginia.

Dan and Pam Weitzel of Cleveland, 
Ohio, happily announce the marriage of 
their daughter Amanda to Mark Croft, 

son of Steve and Teri Croft of Covington, 
Louisiana. A lovely outdoor wedding took 
place on Aug. 31, 2008, at Stan Hywet Hall 
in Akron, Ohio. Guests strolled the beauti-
ful grounds and enjoyed an hors d’oeuvre 
reception after the ceremony performed 
by elder Greg Thomas. The couple resides 
in The Woodlands, Texas, and attends the 
Houston North congregation.

Wendy Jacobs, daughter of Bill and 
Elaine Jacobs, and Cody Sikes, son of 
Connie Mac and Sherri Sikes, were unit-
ed in marriage on Sept. 14, 2008, in Kent, 
Washington, on the beautiful grounds of 
Victorian Gardens. It was sunny and 86 
degrees! The ceremony was performed 
by Dennis Luker, pastor of the Seattle/

Bellevue, Washington, congregation. 
The bride’s attendants were longtime 
friends Cheri Puetz, Deborah (Welty) 
Straka and Pam (Braulick) Cantelon. 
The groom’s attendants were Josh 
Sikes, Rob McCrorie and Alfred Cas-
taneda. Flower girls were Kassidy Sikes 
and Peyton Helscher.  Ring bearers were 
Mason Sikes and Ethan Helscher. Junior 
ring bearer, Sadie, the bride’s yellow lab, 
wore satin and behaved fabulously. The 
couple lives happily ever after in Kent.

Emily Nicole Sandilands and Dustin 
James Carmichael are pleased to 
announce their marriage earlier this year. 
They celebrated with friends and family 
in Richardson, Texas, on Oct. 5, 2008.  

The bride is the daughter of Phillip and 
Marlys Sandilands, of Dallas, Texas, and 
is an accountant. The groom, son of Ms. 
Sandra Loftis and Mr. Paul Carmichael 
of Tyler, Texas, is a nuclear technician at 
Constellation Energy. The couple now 
live in Lusby, Maryland, and attend the 
Columbia, Maryland, congregation.

Anniversaries
Bill and Helen Lear celebrated their 

70th wedding anniversary Sept. 17, 
2008. Surprising this special couple the 
previous Sabbath, the Garden Grove, 
California, congregation honored them 
with a tribute after services and a card, 
gift basket, cake and refreshments. Hel-
en is 91 and Bill turns 91 in January. 

Bill and Helen have three children: 
Eloise Zemlicka, who with her husband 
are deaconess and deacon in the Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, congregation, and 
sons Stephen and Jeffrey. They have five 

grandchildren and six great-grandchil-
dren.

Bill and Helen decided to strike out to 
seek their fortune in California, where 
they landed in 1946. Bill spent most of 
his life on the drafting board in differ-
ent industries, chiefly aircraft structure 
as well as production tool design. Bill 
also worked in civil engineering firms 
designing a variety of improvement 
projects. 

In later years he phased into positions 
as advertising manager. For one three-
month tour of duty he functioned as 
European representative for an aircraft 
specialty fastener company. Over one 
two-year period Bill and Helen moved 
to Wichita, Kansas; Philadelphia, Penn-

sylvania; and Irving, Texas, on contract 
engineering assignments. 

The final years of his employed life 
he worked part-time as graphic servic-
es manager, once again in the aircraft 
specialty fastener business, retiring in 
1999. 

All through those many years Helen 
was always at his side, as homemaker 
and companion. They both keep busy 
now maintaining their home in Lake 
Forest, California.

Bill and Helen heard about the truth in 
1965 from one of Bill’s coworkers, and 
they were baptized in 1970. 

Bill and Helen have served the breth-
ren for many years, sharing their many 
talents with the local congregation. Hel-
en served for years with Garden Grove’s 
Friendship Table, helping to send cards 
to the sick and others, and served as one 
of the designers for the Sabbath flowers. 
Bill with his musical talents sang in the 
choir for years and was a songleader.

On Aug. 16, 2008, Gordon and Lillie 
Robinson of Bethany, Ontario, Canada, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary. The occasion was observed with 
their entire family on a Mediterranean 
cruise to Italy, Greece and Turkey.

Upon their return, the Robinsons 
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were honored with a surprise luncheon 
after services, Aug. 16, by the brethren 
in the Toronto congregation.

Ron and Edna May Ware of the Fort 
Smith, Arkansas, congregation celebrat-
ed their 40th wedding anniversary July 
25, 2008. They have been members of 
God’s Church since 1971.

They have two sons, Donnie and his 
wife, Shirley, of Fort Smith, and Steve 
and his wife, Donna, who also are mem-
bers of the Fort Smith congregation. 
They have four grandchildren, Dillon, 
Morgan, Dakoa and Lindsey.

Dale and Martha Rice of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, celebrated 55 years of marriage 
Aug. 23, 2008. They were married in 
Miami, Oklahoma, in 1953. The Rices 

were baptized in 1976 in Tulsa, Okla-
homa. They now attend the Las Vegas 
congregation.

Dale and Martha have three children, 
seven grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. The anniversary was 
celebrated Aug. 23 with cake and punch 
with the Las Vegas congregation. 

Obituaries
Alec Nicholls of the Birmingham, 

England, congregation, died in the hos-
pital on May 20, 2008. Although he had 
been ill for some time and shared a room 
in a nursing home in Polesworth with his 
wife, Elizabeth, he had been particularly 

unwell during the previous few days and 
had been taken into the hospital. 

Alexander John Nicholls was born 

in the county of Worcester on Nov. 12, 
1931. The funeral took place in Poles-
worth on June 10. A Church member 
since 1963, Alec was fondly remem-
bered in recent years by members of the 
Birmingham congregation for faithfully 
bringing along to Church all the essen-
tials for each Sabbath service.

Alec’s wife, Elizabeth, remains in 
the nursing home and is in poor health, 
experiencing memory lapses and a 
lack of mobility. She is aware of Alec’s 
death.

Charles Eldon O’Grady, 80, a mem-
ber of the Nashville, Tennessee, congre-
gation, died from a heart attack Aug. 28, 
2008.

Fred Kellers, pastor of the Nashville 
and the Bowling Green, Kentucky, con-
gregations, conducted the funeral ser-
vices, which included military honors.

Charles is survived by Linda, his wife 
of 34 years, and one daughter, Eliza-
beth Erin Kopey. His daughter and her 
husband, Basil, are members currently 
attending in Columbia, Maryland.

Charles was born Feb. 20, 1928, in 
Delmar, Maryland. He was the eighth 
born of nine children. Charles would tell 
you he was born in a little house that sat 
squarely on the Mason-Dixon Line.

He was also fond of telling about his 
conversion to God’s truth. His mother 
had taught him some things from the 
Bible, and he had read it enough to real-
ize that most of the teachings of main-

stream religion did not agree with the 
Scriptures he knew. He realized that 
somewhere there must be a church 
that actually teaches the truth. Charles 
prayed that God would show him where 
His Church might be. Not long after-
ward he heard Herbert W. Armstrong 
on the radio. Charles thought, “He is 
teaching what the Bible actually says!” 
He then wrote asking where he might 
attend services.

So it was that he came to attend, as 
Charles loved to tell it, the church that 
met in the Philadelphia Room on the 
sixth floor of the Philadelphia Hotel in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

He had served his country in the 
Army Air Corps from Oct. 31, 1945, 
until Aug. 5, 1948. After that he worked 
as a freight conductor for the Pennsylva-
nia Railroad. But because the work was 
not steady, he became a truck driver and 
continued doing this until health prob-
lems prohibited his driving.

Charles was able to attend services 
right up to the Sabbath before he died. 
He was always a good example of genu-
ine friendliness and helpfulness, stead-

fastness and faith. He now rests, await-
ing the resurrection.

Larry C. Kimmons, 60, died Sept. 3, 
2008, of injuries sustained in an auto-
mobile accident. A native of Connecti-
cut, he moved to Hampton, Virginia, 
with his wife, Alison, in 2005. He was 
employed by the City of Newport News, 
Public Works/Stormwater Division and 
enjoyed the relationships he had with 
his coworkers. Larry was a beloved 

member of the United Church of God 
and attended the Williamsburg, Virginia, 
congregation, where he enjoyed song-
leading and serving as a sound system 
technician.

As a baptized member of the Church, 
Larry was a dedicated Christian and 
strove daily to live his life as God would 
have him do. After placing God first, 

Larry devoted his life to his beloved 
wife of 14 years, Alison. He was an avid 
reader, as evidenced by the bookshelves 
in his home, and thoroughly enjoyed 
football and gardening. Larry also had 
his own business for 28 years. He ran 
his own pest control company and was 
truly a one-man operation as owner, 
accountant and employee. Larry now 
takes his rest and waits for the return of 
Jesus Christ.

Larry is survived by his wife, Alison; 
parents, Carl and Thelma, of Connecti-
cut; and sisters Karen of Connecticut 
and Kim of New Jersey.

In accordance with Larry’s wishes, 
his remains were cremated and a small 
memorial gathering was held on Tues-
day, Sept. 9, at his home located in 
Hampton. Larry’s pastor, Todd Carey, 
presided over the memorial service.

Bette Young died peacefully at her 
home in Spokane Valley, Washington, 
Sept. 7, 2008. She was 73 years old. She 
first heard Herbert Armstrong on the 
radio in 1957, and was baptized April 3, 
1960. Bette and Dick Young were mar-
ried in 1977 in Long Beach, California. 
Over the last 31 years they attended 
congregations in Riverside, California; 
Long Island, New York; Central Ari-
zona; and San Diego, California, before 
moving to Spokane in 2004. 

Bette is survived by her husband, 
Dick Young, and her children: son, 
David Wallauch, and his wife, Carol 
(Galloway); daughter, Susan Lewis, and 

her husband, Gordon Lewis; grandchild, 
Dawn Raskulinecz; great-grandchil-
dren, Paige and Cole; daughter, Sherie 
Lopez, and her husband, Jesse Lopez; 
and grandchildren, Aimee and Zachary.

Bette was able to hold, to her delight, 
her great-grandchildren Paige and Cole 
this spring, twins born last January to 
Dawn and Mark Rasku linecz. Bette’s 
children and grandchildren all reside 
in Southern California, near their father 
Carl Wallauch. David and Carol Wal-
lauch and Jesse and Sherie Lopez are 
members of the Garden Grove, Califor-
nia, congregation.

Bette enjoyed having brethren in her 
home for parties, dinner, Bible studies or 
any other reason she could invent!

She died of lung cancer, discovered in 
June 2007. She declined chemotherapy 

Larry C. Kimmons

Bette Young

Tribute: Joanne 
Dickinson

Joanne Dickinson was born Sept. 
19, 1926, as Joanne Katherine Lucas, 
daughter of Dr. Leo Lucas and Doris 
Mace Lucas. She was their firstborn of 
three daughters. Dr. Lucas was the chief 
orthopedic surgeon of the Shriners Hos-
pital in Portland, Oregon. Joanne learned 
from him what a life of service and sac-
rifice was. Her mother instilled in Joanne 
the love of learning, homemaking, social 
graces, gardening and the arts. Joanne 
went to Stanford University in California 
where she earned her degree in history.

Through a friendship between her 
mother and Dorothy Dickinson, Joanne 
met Walter Dickinson. He had just 
returned from serving in the Pacific as a 
pilot in the Air Force during the final years 
of World War II. They were married on 
April 29, 1950, and settled in Portland. 

In 1954 they had their first child, Susan, 
followed by Nancy two years later, then 
Walter a year later, Karen three years later 
and 11 years later, when Joanne thought 
she was going through menopause, they 
had David.

During the 1950s Joanne was very 
concerned over the military threat of the 
Soviet Union. It was then that she heard 
the World Tomorrow broadcast and 
immediately became a subscriber to The 
Plain Truth. Her husband found the mag-
azine informative and truthful and started 
using it in his Sunday school lessons. 

They were baptized in 1960 and 
attended the Portland church. In the mid-
’60s Walter was ordained a local elder by 
Herbert Armstrong. He continued to run 
the family jelly business until 1969 when 

he was forced to sell it. The Church then 
hired him full-time and moved the family 
to Big Sandy, Texas, so that Walter could 
attend Ambassador College. After six 
months of study, he began work in the TV 
department in Pasadena, California.

The family lived in Pasadena from 
1970 to 1980. Joanne devoted herself 
to raising her five children, serving the 
needs of the Church and helping her 
husband find material for his sermons. 
As her health declined, she became 
intensely interested in learning about a 
health-building diet. Though often in bed, 
she would continue to visit with Church 
brethren over the phone.

Walter Dickinson was ordained a 
pastor by Mr. Armstrong while living in 
Pasadena. In 1980 he and Joanne moved 
to New Mexico to pastor the Albuquer-
que and Santa Fe churches and serve the 
outlying brethren with Bible studies. In 
1987 they were moved to Seattle, Wash-
ington. They loved being in the beautiful 
Northwest again and threw themselves 
into serving the Seattle and Bellevue 
churches. Joanne loved visiting the ladies 
of the area, some of whom were suffering 
from health problems; and she drew a lot 
of strength from their courage. Her health 
continued to improve.

On Sept. 11, 1991, Joanne lost the love 
of her life to pancreatic cancer. The first 
year of widowhood would have been 
unbearable had David not taken a semes-
ter off from Ambassador College to stay 
with her. On Oct. 2, 1992, a year after los-
ing her husband, her daughter Suzy died 
unexpectedly of a brain aneurism. Six 
months later Joanne’s sister Sally died of 
colon cancer. This was a chapter in her 
life of deep emotional suffering; yet by 
the supporting hand of God and the com-

fort of the brethren, she grew stronger and 
more dedicated to God’s service.

She moved twice after selling her house 
in Seattle. First she moved to Portland to 
help the children and grandchildren of 
her late sister. Then in 1996 she moved 
to Asheville, North Carolina, where both 
Nancy and Walter lived. Always a doer, 
she carved out time each day to write the 
brethren. She visited other widows. She 
traveled to Jordan and Israel for the Feast 
with her dearest friend, Audrey Good-
rich. She loved and enjoyed being with 
her children and grandchildren, but truly 
her family was the Church and her kids 
loved her for that.

Joanne took care of her health and did 
not succumb to any disease at the end of 
her life. She simply got old and tired. Her 
body wound down and stopped at 10:40 
p.m. July 16, 2008. She was 81. Her funer-
al was July 20. The funeral sermon was 
given by Ron Kelley. Joanne’s son Walter 
gave a loving tribute to his mother, stress-
ing her devotion to God and His people. 
She is survived by one sister, Nancy Lund; 
four children, Nancy, Walter, Karen and 
David; and nine grandchildren.

Joanne Dickinson

Charles Eldon O’Grady

Ron and Edna May Ware

Dale and Martha Rice

Alexander John Nicholls
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or radiation treatments, instead placing 
her life completely in God’s hands. Her 
faith did not waver during the following 
year. She received hundreds of cards and 
letters thanking her for her example of 
faith in God. Bette greatly appreciated 
everyone’s thoughts and prayers. She 
will be missed by her family, friends 
and brethren.

Funeral services were conducted 
by Rick Railston, Church of God Fel-
lowship, and Mark Mickelson, United 
Church of God. Bette planned the 
release of 140 balloons by those attend-
ing the funeral, at the end of the service. 
One memory we shall all carry with us, 
until we see her again, is the message of 
celebration and hope she had imprinted 
on the balloons, which said, “SEE YA’ 
LATER”!

Charles Fritz, 74, of the Greensboro, 
North Carolina, congregation, died 
peacefully in his sleep on Aug. 29, 2008, 
after a long illness. Mr. Fritz was bap-
tized in 1994 and attended services in the 
Bluefield/Princeton, West Virginia, con-
gregation until 2005 when he moved to 
North Carolina to live with his sister. He 
was buried in a family cemetery near his 
childhood home in West Virginia.

Georgeta M. Teodorescu, 93, of Arca-
dia, Florida, and formerly of Scottsdale, 
Arizona, passed away peacefully at 
home Sept. 1, 2008. She was born July 
4, 1915, in Craiova, Romania, to Anton 
and Maria Kovar. She was a professor 
and lecturer of physics and meteorology 
at the Agronomic Institute N. Balcescu 
as well as at the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine in Bucharest, Romania, where 
she worked until her retirement in 1972. 
She immigrated to the United States in 
1973 and was granted U.S. citizenship. 
She opened the first Christine Valmy 
Skin Care Salon in Scottsdale, from 
which she retired in 1995 and moved to 
Arcadia in 2001.

She attended the Fort Myers, Florida, 
congregation since 2004. She was very 
happy and proud that this late in life 
she was able to discover God’s truth 
by reading the entire Bible for the first 

time. Georgeta, together with her son, 
Dumitru-Dan, a member of the same 
congregation, translated all the Church’s 
booklets from English into Romanian. 
She especially liked Jesus Christ: The 
Real Story. She was able to attend the 
Feast of Tabernacles in 2004 and 2005.

Georgeta is survived by four sons, 
their wives and seven grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her 
beloved husband of 64 years, Petre, on 
Aug. 27, 2004.

Raymond McNair, a well-known 
minister in God’s Church since the early 
1950s, died Oct. 11, 2008, in Southern 
California. He entered Ambassador Col-
lege in 1947 along with his brother Mar-
ion. They were soon followed by broth-
ers Burk and Carl and sister Margie. 

After serving in several pastoral posi-
tions, Mr. McNair was appointed by 
Herbert W. Armstrong as deputy chan-
cellor of Ambassador College in Brit-
ain. Later, he became deputy chancellor 
of the Pasadena campus. He served in 
numerous other responsibilities during 
more than 55 years in the ministry. 

Well known among former AC stu-
dents is a story about Mr. McNair as 
a young student at the newly founded 
Ambassador College with only a hand-
ful of students. A visitor, seeing him 
digging a ditch, asked him what he was 
doing. The legendary reply was, “Build-
ing a college.” This story inspired many 
subsequent students to look at the big 
picture when engaged in a menial task. 

Mr. McNair will long be remem-
bered. He is survived by his wife, Eve, 
and children, Ruth, Bruce, Joe, Rick and 
Char and their families.

Myrtle Horn, a longtime member of 
the Church of God, died Feb. 29, 2008. 

She was born in 1917 in Colorado, the 
middle child of three. An elder brother 
and a sister, Edith, completed the fam-
ily. But they were to know much sor-
row and hardship. Their mother died in 
the 1918-19 influenza pandemic when 
Myrtle was only 20 months old. A few 
years later her father, a paymaster for a 
mine in Colorado, was killed in a payroll 
heist. Then her brother died as a result of 
an accident at school, leaving the young 
orphaned sisters alone. Myrtle and Edie 
eventually found a home with an aunt in 
Sterling City in West Texas.

Such a start drew the two sisters 
unusually close to one another. They 
grew to rely on each other.

Myrtle married a track supervisor on 
the railways and lived in a railway car-
riage for the first years of her marriage. 
Eventually the couple settled north of 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, where Myrtle opened 
a dressmaking shop. Soon Edie began 
listening to a radio broadcast by Herbert 
W. Armstrong and tried to convince her 
sister of the correctness of what she was 
learning. 

Myrtle set out to prove both her sister 
and Mr. Armstrong wrong. The result 
was that she attended the Passover and 
Days of Unleavened Bread Festival in 
Big Sandy, Texas, in 1953 and was bap-
tized along with about 40 others, but it 
was some time before Edie joined her in 
the new way of life. 

At that first Feast, Mrs. Loma Arm-
strong befriended Myrtle. Before long 
Mrs. Armstrong invited her to come to 
Pasadena to work in the Ambassador 
College kitchen. Myrtle accepted the 
invitation and spent several years giving 
of her considerable talents and abilities 
serving others in Pasadena. In 1960 she 
was set apart as a deaconess.

The 1960s brought another dramatic 
change. Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong asked 
her to set up and operate the kitchen and 
become the women’s warden at the new 
campus in Bricket Wood in the United 
Kingdom. The long sea voyage across 
the Atlantic (sailing first class on the SS 
United States) did not bother her one bit. 
Myrtle spent three weeks the next sum-
mer traveling through seven European 
countries, which established a pattern 
that became as much a trademark as her 
hearty greetings. 

Throughout her years in Britain, Myr-
tle traveled widely, often taking groups 
of students on trips to various parts of 
the British Isles, Europe and the Middle 
East. Her duties came to include those 
of women’s guidance counselor, a posi-
tion she occupied until the close of the 
campus in 1974.  

Upon her return to Pasadena, Myrtle 
was employed in Mr. Armstrong’s home 
and served as women’s guidance coun-
selor at the Pasadena campus until it, 
too, was closed. Her wanderlust took 
her to Big Sandy and then to Phoenix 
with Fritz, her beloved poodle, before 
she returned to the Los Angeles area in 
2001. 

Mrs. Horn will always be remem-
bered for her welcoming smile and her 
warm “Howdy!”

Mattie Louise Moore died Sept. 29, 
2008. She was born Nov. 19, 1926, and 
was the wife of Donald Moore for 62 
years. She was the mother of five chil-
dren and grandmother of 10. 

She had been a steadfast member of 
God’s Church in San Antonio, Texas, for 

34 years. She succumbed to Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s disease. She is now 
sleeping and waiting for the resurrec-
tion. She is greatly missed.

Myrtle Horn

Mattie Louise Moore

Georgeta M. Teodorescu

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.

of December. Mr. Bennett will transition 
to his new responsibilities as Web content 
editor.

Miss Cannon is a 2007 graduate of 
Ambassador Bible Center where she 
served as ABC Times editor. She has a 
bachelor’s degree from Wilkes Honors 
College at Florida Atlantic University 
in Jupiter, Florida, where she served as 
Macarthur campus editor. She has studied 
abroad at Hebrew University in Jerusalem 
and Lorenzo de’Medici Art Institute in 
Florence, Italy. She served on the Youth 
Corps Jordan and Israel project last sum-
mer (see page 5), and has served on the 
staff at several United Youth Camps. She 
also worked as proofreader/staff copywrit-
er for Recourse Communications, Inc. 

New Envelope 
Inserter Installed

A new customized Norpak MX3 enve-
lope inserter was installed in the home 
office mail center Sept. 9. This new equip-
ment will insert up to 6,000 envelopes an 
hour with up to nine pieces of literature. It 
replaces the old inserter, which was no lon-
ger fully serviceable by the manufacturer. 
The old inserter gave the Church 10 years 
of service and will still be used as a backup 
inserter for a while.

Richard Kennebeck and Connie Seelig 
traveled to St. Charles, Illinois, to receive 
basic information about the new inserter 
Sept. 3 and 4. “We were pleased with the 
versatility of the machine and are anxious 
for it to become fully operational in our 
office,” said Mrs. Seelig Sept. 10.

“Having this new machine will reduce 
the number of volunteer hours needed to 
insert much of our material,” said Mrs. See-
lig. “It will save approximately 650 to 850 
volunteer hours per year for just the interna-
tional GN mailings of the magazine.

“We have numerous letter jobs that 
should run quite a bit faster on the new 
inserter as well. With the intelligence fea-
ture of the new equipment, we will also be 
able to run many of our booklet jobs that 
require selecting several different booklets 
for each envelope.”

The Church received a discount for 
allowing Norpak to use our site for dem-
onstrations in the area.

New Video 
Commentaries 
Launched

Media and Communications Ser-
vices operation manager Larry Salyer 
announced Oct. 28: 

“We plan to harness the talent and 
experience of several resident ministers 
in providing timely commentary on news 
and biblical perspectives. In the near future 
we want this to be daily feature at some 
of our Web sites. For now, we will shoot 
five-minute video clips on subjects of the 

speaker’s choice until we get comfortable 
with the format and discover who among 
us can do this effectively. This is not a 
part of Beyond Today TV programming, 
though the presenters will likely also be 
involved.”

Teen Bible Study 
Discussion Guide 
Writers Needed

United’s Media staff has found that the 
Teen Bible Study Discussion Guides are 
the third-most-visited area of United’s 
Web site! These guides are designed to 
provide Bible and Christian living mate-
rial for our teens, but increasingly visitors 
outside of United come to our site to access 
these guides.

Because this is such an active area of 
passing along God’s instruction, there is a 
need to develop new content and to devel-
op guides for facilitators of teen studies.

If you are interested, take a look at the 
Teen Bible Study Discussion Guides on 
the Web site (www.ucg.org/teenstudy/) 
and see what the style of these guides is. 
This can be a great activity for a motivated 
individual, a teen group, a young adult 
group or a congregation. If this looks like 
a project you would like to be a part of, 
e-mail Dan Dowd (dan_dowd@ucg.org) 
and he will send you guidelines with more 
details.

Dan Dowd

Ski Weekend Set for 
Jan. 17-19

Once again, the Salt Lake City, Utah, 
congregation will host its annual Winter 
Ski Weekend over the Martin Luther King 
Jr. weekend, Jan. 17-19, 2009. The Martin 
Luther King Jr. weekend has proven to be 
an excellent weekend for skiing in terms of 
limited crowds on the slopes.

Come and enjoy warm family-oriented 
fellowship and a beautiful bracing 
environment and experience some of the 
greatest snow on earth at historic Park City, 
Utah.

The weekend begins Sabbath morning 
with two seminars from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Light refreshments will be served between 
sessions. Attendees are responsible for 
lunch, and many local restaurants are 
within 2 to 3 miles. Sabbath services will 
begin at 2:30 p.m., to be followed by a pot-
luck meal provided by the congregation. 
After skiing, another potluck meal will be 
provided Sunday evening.

All events will be held at the same loca-
tion as in years past, the Cottontree Inn 
in North Salt City: 1030 North 400 East, 
North Salt Lake, Utah; phone: (801) 292-
7666; fax: (801) 296-9664. The motel is 
located off the Woods Cross exit on I-15 
(exit 315), just north of the I-15/I-215 inter-
section.

The room rate at the Cottontree is 
$91.64 including tax. This gets you two 
queen beds and a fabulous continental 
breakfast. The Cottontree will also allow 
multiple people, i.e. sleeping bags, in the 
room.

The skiing event will be Sunday morn-
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■ Booklets in Audio 
Format
The following booklets 
are now available in MP3 
audio format: You Can 
Have Living Faith and 
Marriage and Family: 
The Missing Dimension. 
Visit www.ucg.org/booklets/ 
to access the audio Web page link.

■ 2008 Feast Video
Watch the Feast of Tabernacles video, Our Heritage 
of Faith, on the Feast Web site at feast.ucg.org.

■ 2008 Feast Sermons
Listen to archived Feast sermons from Jekyll 
Island, Georgia; Bend, Oregon; or Kelowna, 
British Columbia at feast.ucg.org/sermons/

Featured Link
■ About Our Father’s 
Business weekly 
video update Web site. 
http://members.ucg.org/
fathersbusiness/

If you have questions or 
comments, please contact: 
webmaster@ucg.org
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lowing information by e-mail to mike_
bennett@ucg.org: Name; e-mail address; 
pastor’s name (we will contact the pastor 
for a recommendation); writing-related 
education and experience. In 100 words 
or less, please tell us why you would like 
to take this Writing for UCG Publications 
and Web Sites Workshop. Please also send 
a sample of your writing.

Space is limited. Those accepted will be 
notified by e-mail.

Mike Bennett

Akron 50th 
Planned for July 4

The Akron, Ohio, congregation will cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the Sabbath 
of July 4, 2009. A stroll down memory 
lane, a look to the future, a Sabbath service 
and a dinner dance are all slated to be a part 
of the celebration.

Further details and registration infor-
mation will be in a future United News 
and available on our local Web site www.
ucgakron.org. 

We are in the process of composing a 
slide/video show of the 50 years of history. 
If you have pictures, videos or movies of 
the Akron church history that you could 
share with us, it would be much appreciat-
ed. Please send them to UCG-Akron His-
tory, Dave Myers, P.O. Box 267, Akron, 
OH  44309-0267. We will copy them and 
return them to you. 

Dave Myers

Dallas Young 
Adults Weekend 
Set for Feb. 13-15

The Dallas, Texas, young adults will 
sponsor the annual regional weekend Feb. 
13-15. This year’s theme will be “Moral 
Leadership.” We are planning a Friday 
evening social mixer, seminars for young 
adults on both Sabbath and Sunday, a 
Saturday evening dance, lots of food and 
plenty of fellowship! Visit our Web page 
at www.ucg-dallas.org/ya to get additional 
details and to register.

Phillip and Marlys Sandilands

Calendar of Events
Nov. 10-12: Regional pastors’ conference.
Dec. 7-9: Great Lakes Region ministerial 

conference, Zanesville, Ohio.
Dec. 16-18: Council of Elders meetings.
Dec. 23-27: Winter Family Weekend, 

Louisville, Kentucky, from Tuesday 
evening through Saturday evening, 
www.ucg.org/familyweekend/.

Dec. 26-28: Annual Northwest Weekend, 
Portland, Oregon. ABC Continuing 
Education Dec. 26-27 with presenters 
Ralph Levy and Dave Johnson. Teen 
Bible study, teen and adult dances, vol-
leyball and basketball. Register now to 
attend at http://nww.ucgpdx.org.

Dec. 29-Jan. 4, 2009: Winter Camp, Mon-
tello, Wisconsin.

Jan. 16-18: Women’s Enrichment Week-

end, “Anchoring Our Lives,” Southern 
California area (Garden Grove), www.
ucg-gg.org (look under bulletin-events)

Feb. 6-8: Family Dance Weekend, Cincin-
nati East, Ohio (FouchB@greatoaks.
com or cincywd@fuse.net).

Feb. 13-15: Dallas Young Adults Regional 
Weekend (www.ucg-dallas.org/ya).

Feb. 24-26: Council of Elders meetings.
May 3-4: General Conference of Elders 

annual meeting.
July 4: Akron, Ohio, 50th (www.ucgak-

ron.org).

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

ing. At this time, we are still working to 
confirm group pricing for lift tickets, but 
they will be approximately $65. Skiers 
should be prepared to make payment for 
lift tickets Saturday evening, and will be 
responsible for meals while skiing.

As always, the earlier we hear from 
those who are planning to come—and the 
more people who sign up—the better rates 
we can lock in.

For more information and/or to register, 
please contact Jon Pinelli, the pastor of the 
Salt Lake City congregation, by e-mail at 
jon_pinelli@ucg.org

Jon Pinelli

Register Online for 
Louisville Winter 
Family Weekend

After damage to the Clarion Hotel, 
God answered our prayers and provid-
ed us a new hotel and conference center 
for this year’s Winter Family Weekend. 
The Galt House Hotel and Conference 
Center is offering us an unprecedented 
rate of $59 per night per room. Make 
your reservations by going online to 
www.ucg.org/familyweekend or call-
ing (800) 843-4258.

For details of the seminars, sports, 
dances and other activities and to reg-
ister and volunteer, go to www.ucg.org/
familyweekend.

Mark Winner

All Ambassador 
Reunion Planned for 
Dec. 27

Once again it will be our honor at 
Ambassador Bible Center to host the 
annual All Ambassador Reunion at the 
Winter Family Weekend in Louisville, 
Kentucky. Please come and renew old 
acquaintances and meet other Ambassa-

dors from other classes and enjoy finger 
foods and beverages. We will be giving 
door prizes and other special prizes, so 
please join us for this nostalgic and enjoy-
able evening on Saturday, Dec. 27, 2008, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Gary Antion

Educational 
Program to Israel 
Set for Spring 2009

The Education Programs department of 
the United Church of God will be hosting 
an escorted tour to Israel from April 5 to 
16 during the Days of Unleavened Bread.  
The tour program includes a myriad of 
historic sites. There will be instruction and 
orientations on most days, as well as on-
site readings, lectures and presentations on 
historical and biblical topics. 

Church services on the Sabbath and 
Holy Days will have special messages 
designed to dig deep into the richness of 
God’s Word about the region we are vis-
iting. ABC faculty members Ralph Levy 
and David Johnson, as well as other elders,  
will be serving as the instructors.

Because housing is an issue during that 
time of year in Israel, our maximum tour 
participant number is based on 25 available 
rooms. If you are interested in participat-
ing, send in your application soon. Depos-
its are on a first-come, first-served basis. A 
waiting list will be started once capacity is 
reached.

Contact John at Travel Gallery for the 
complete itinerary and more information 
(800-858-6999; john@travelgallery.com). 
Itinerary details are also available online at 
http://travelgallery.com/AgencySpecials/
UCG_2009_Israel.htm.shtml.

John Siston

Writing for UCG 
Workshop Planned 
for Louisville

Media and Communications Services 
is planning to offer a four-hour writing 
workshop for a select group of interested 
attendees at the Winter Family Weekend in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

To apply for this program, send the fol-

Continued from page 27

We have preliminary numbers for three of the four U.S. Fall Holy Day offerings, and we should 
have the preliminary results for Day of Atonement soon. The initial results look positive, especially 
in comparison to last year.

For the Feast of Trumpets, U.S. attendance was 12,585, down 0.7 percent, but the offering was 
$803,730, up 5.4 percent. The final amount will be closer to $815,000 when all individually mailed 
offerings are counted.

For the Feast of Tabernacles, U.S. attendance was 11,300, a 0.4 percent decrease, while the offer-
ing was $638,053, up 8 percent. The final amount should be closer to $665,000.

Last Great Day attendance was 11,042, down 0.6 percent, and the offering was $740,025, up 9.4 
percent. The final amount should be closer to $800,000.

While this is encouraging in comparison to last year’s Holy Days, in comparison to this year’s 
projected budget we expect to be down 4 to 6 percent depending on how much is yet to be mailed 
in by individuals. I don’t have any additional information to report on regular mail income. It will be 
the middle of November before I will be able to get a good comparison to last year’s income due to 
the timing of the Holy Days.

As always, we look to God and give Him thanks for His continued blessings. As well, we give 
thanks to the members of the Church and others who support the work generously through their 
faithfulness in giving tithes and offerings. Thank you.                 Jason Lovelady

Web Designer/
Programmer Job 
Opening Posted

Larry Salyer, Media operation man-
ager, has announced an opening for a 
Web designer/programmer.

Applicants must be baptized mem-
bers (in good standing) of the United 
Church of God. Applicants must have 
the ability to work with and protect 
confidential and sensitive information. 
They must possess a thorough working 
knowledge of the doctrines, beliefs and 
practices of the United Church of God, 
and be able to bring this knowledge to 
bear on their duties. Applicants must 
provide a Web portfolio. The deadline 
is Dec. 31, 2008.

For more information about the 
position, please contact human_
resources@ucg.org.
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Treasurer Reports Increase for Holy Day Offerings


	UNNov08
	UNNov08-pp6-7
	UNNov08

