
BY THE NUMBERS

United News Now 
Printed in Color

The Media and Communications 
Services staff is proud to announce 
that United News will now be printed 
partially in color. 

Starting with the January issue, up 
to eight pages per issue will be print-
ed in full-color, but remarkably this 
change comes at no additional cost 
to produce the monthly news pub-
lication. By simply printing United 
News on a lighter weight paper we 
will be able to maintain our current 
prices despite the increase in the 
cost of printing with color ink. 

We likewise took the opportunity 
to breathe new life into the design of 
the newspaper. Readers will see new 
graphics, created by graphic design-
er Shaun Venish, and a fresh layout 
design throughout the publication. 

We will strive to continue to provide 
interesting and thought-provoking 
articles in the “From the Word” and 
“Treasure Digest” sections, as well 
as offer news on United Church of 
God’s efforts to preach the gospel 
to the world. We also invite you to 
participate in the interactive sections 
of United News, such as “Ready to 
Answer” and “Caption Contest,” by 
sending in your responses to un@
ucg.org.

Elizabeth Cannon

Two New Council 
Members Appointed 

On Dec. 6, 2010, during the quarterly 
meeting of the Council of Elders, Coun-
cil Chairman Melvin Rhodes announced 
that Jim Franks resigned from the 
Council. He added that the secretary 
informed him that the next Council 
nominee on the GCE ballot in May was 
Roy Holladay, who had accepted the 
assignment.

See “News at a Glance,” page 15

Winter Family Weekend Attendees Practice 
Putting on the Whole Armor of God

■ The Council of Elders met in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
Dec. 6 to 9, where they heard reports from the 
adminstration and Council committees. 
by Randy Stiver and Jorge de Campos

The December meeting of the Council of Elders began on Dec. 
6 with a report by UCG president Dennis Luker. 

“We all know that the United Church of God is at a crisis point 
right now,” he commented. “We have serious disagreements in the 
ministry over a number of issues, and most of the membership is 
aware of this and deeply concerned about the future of United, 
as we all are.”

In his report, Mr. Luker covered seven major issues he is deal-
ing with in his current position and where he stands on issues of 
the authority of Jesus Christ, UCG’s governing body, adherence 
to God’s commandments, training and preparing the ministry, 
preaching the gospel and reconciliation.

After the Council heard from Mr. Luker, the rest of the opera-

See “Council,” page 6

Winter Family Weekend included a range of activities for all ages, including a bluegrass music jam session (photo by Karen Deaton)
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by Sabrina Clore

The Winter Family Weekend, Dec. 
24 to 28, was just the time and place to 
congregate for uplifting seminars, inspi-
rational workshops, competitive sports 
activities and lively entertainment. 

People from all over the United States 
and numerous countries around the 

world made up a sizable attendance of 
about 1,750 in Louisville, Kentucky, at 
the Galt House Hotel and Conference 
Center.

The weekend opened with a Friday 
night Bible study titled “God’s Armor 
and Unity,” conducted by Steve Myers 
and was followed by a rousing hymn-sing 
in the ballroom.

The theme for the weekend was “Putting 
on the Whole Armor of God.” Sabbath 
morning began with seminars for teens, 
adults and women on the various armor 
pieces in Ephesians 6. Rooms were packed 
full in order to accommodate all those who 
wanted to hear the various messages.

See “WFW,” page 5
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German National 
Council Approves 
2011 Budget

At its f inal meeting of the 
y e a r,  t h e  U CG – G e r m a n y 
National Council approved the 
2011 budget of 223,000 euros. 
Income is  projec ted to be 
185,000 euros, with the deficit 
being paid from cash reserves. 
The budget includes projected 
expenses to increase circula-
tion of the Güte Nachrichten 
(Good News) magazine to 8,000 
subscribers,  print two new 
booklets and reprint one book-
let and the first four lessons of 
the Bible Study Course. 

Paul Kieffer

Google and Bing 
Ads Resume in 
British Isles

On Dec. 6 Media and Com-
munications operation manager 
Peter Eddington reported on the 
Media department’s progress 
to the Council of Elders [http://
coe.ucg.org/videos]. After hear-
ing the  report, Peter Hawkins 
e-mailed him to see whether the 
home office would be willing 
to restart applying their online 
advertising to the United King-
dom and Ireland. 

Peter  Eddington replied 
quickly that he had planned to 
contact us about the possibil-
ity. There will be a three-month 
test, from Jan. 1 to March 31, to 
see the response level and cost 
per response. This will give Mr. 
Eddington the opportunity to 
evaluate what the longer term 
costs might be. We were very 
glad to hear this, as it is impor-
tant to maintain a steady flow of 
new readers via the Good News 
mailing list.

Peter Hawkins

BBC Contacts UCG 
Office in Britain

During an interesting call 
from a BBC researcher in early 
December, Peter Hawkins was 
asked about the beliefs of the  
United Church of God concern-
ing the return of Jesus Christ. 
In preparation for a program 
about the second coming, the 
researcher asked about our 
views on whether a specif ic 
date of His return is foretold, 
what happens at Christ’s return, 

and then into the time after the 
second coming. 

In his answers, Mr. Hawkins 
focused on the reason for a 
Christian’s urgency—to be ready 
for the resurrection or change 
to take place at Christ’s return. 
He also pointed to some book-
lets on the UCG website for the 
researcher to read, including 
You Can Understand Bible Proph-
ecy, Are We Living in the Time of 
the End? and The Middle East in 
Bible Prophecy. We look forward 
to further opportunites to help 
answer the BBC’s questions.

Peter Hawkins

Canadian National 
Council Chooses 
New Office Location

On Nov. 2 and 3, the National 
Council met at the national office. 
Dennis Horlick reported on behalf 
of the Office Relocation Task 
Force that a potential new office 
had been found. The Council 
then had a tour of that office.

The afternoon of Nov. 2 
began with a discussion of 
Council members’ impressions 
of the potential office. After 
sufficient time for questions 
and suggestions, the Council 
unanimously  approve d a 
resolution authorizing the 
director of operations to enter 
into a lease for the new office. 
Once all final documents are 
signed, the move will take place 
in early January and will end a 
year and half of searching.

During the Ministerial Services 
team report, Anthony Wasilkoff 
mentioned that two Festival sites 
might be relocated next year. 
Details will be announced later 
as negotiations are finalized. 

Friday started with the Media 
team report. David Palmer 
reiterated that the goal of the team 
is to use the best possible medium 
to reach people. Regardless of 
what we do, it is God who does the 
calling, and He can reach people 
in very unusual ways. 

T he Strategic  Planning/
Finance Committee discussed 
strategies they looked at for 
cutting expenses. One major 
strategy is to utilize the Internet 
more to cut down on postage 
costs. Additional savings will be 
made by holding only one face-
to-face Council meeting per year. 
The committee then presented 
and the Council approved an 
investment policy. 

Victor Kubik spoke to the 
Council about biblical eldership 
prior to opening the floor to 
questions regarding what is 
happening at the home office 
and in the Church.

Linda Wasilkoff

by Moses Nyaira and John Elliott

Recently, Moses Nyaira from 
Kenya went to Zambia to be mentored 
by Kambani Banda, who successfully 
developed the LifeNets Heifer Project 
in Zambia congregations. Mr. Nyaira 
is now director of the Heifer Project 
in Kenya.

The LifeNets Heifer Project is off 
to a great start. Those involved have 
been doing a commendable job in 
selecting and caring for the animals.

One of the things we learned in 
Zambia was that LifeNets has to be 
run legally. In this regard, we are 
happy to report that we have had 
LifeNets East Africa registered with 
the Registrar of Societies as a non-
governmental organization.

The Heifer Project has begun with 
families in the town of Ogembo, 
an area that has the potential for 
dependable rainfall, despite the fact 
that land plots are relatively small. 
The recipient families are hardwork-
ing, but have very low incomes. Five 
families were initially selected as the 
first recipients of the animals.

Cost Sharing
We resolved that the beneficiaries 

should construct “zero-grazing” 
units (cow sheds) at their own 
expense. This demonstrates an 
investment initiative on the owner’s 
part. That is their contribution 
to the project and shows that the 
beneficiary will be committed. The 
zero-grazing units are relatively 

expensive to construct, and that 
is why we feel the beneficiaries of 
the heifer will be serious about the 
project, having spent their money 
and effort on the project.

Benefits and Challenges
The families who have received 

their heifers are feeling very 
blessed. They enjoy milk for food 
and have excess milk to sell and 
pay for basic needs including sugar, 
salt, cooking fat, oil, paraffin and 
school supplies for their children. 
The cow dung is used to fertilize 
their garden plots.

There are still many families in the 
area who would benefit from hav-
ing heifers in order to improve their 
standard of living.

Some of the challenges include 
a need for farm implements like a 
wheelbarrow, clean drinking water 
for the animals and transport.

The water level in Ogembo is very 
deep, and it is not possible to easily 
hand dig for a significant water sup-
ply. Because of this, it is suggested 
that the first five members receive 
a plastic cistern (cheaper than drill-
ing a shallow well). One 12,000-liter 
water tank costs about $300. Ade-
quate rainfall in the area is available 
and the tanks will help store rainwa-
ter for the animals. 

We intend to continue this proj-
ect in other communities where veg-
etation and rainfall is viable, such 
as western Kenya and northwest 
Tanzania.  UN  

Elders in Kenya Report
on LifeNets Heifer Project

UCG–Australia Plans Media 
Initiatives Through March 2011
by Ruth Root

Internet advertising continues 
to bring in subscribers to The 
Good News for a cost of 40 or 50 
cents per name and address. In 
the first two weeks these cam-
paigns were running, over 1,000 
households received The Good 
News magazine for the first time.  

Google Ads
Google ads for Australia run 

constantly. These responses are 
of a high quality, as those who 
respond have usually had a good 
look at the website and what 
we believe. We received nearly 
1,400 responses from our web-
site and Google ads in the last 
six months.  

At the beginning of June 2010 
UCGIA informed the Australian 
office that they would no longer 

be including Australia in their 
Google ads, in order to save on 
magazine and literature costs. 
Since that time Australia has cut 
back on the use of magazines and 
literature.

The media coordinator recently 
contacted Peter Eddington and 
requested that Australia once 
again be included in U.S. Google 
ads. This request was granted, 
and Australia has been includ-
ed in U.S. Google ads since the 
beginning of December. 

Australia offered to pay for 
these ads, but UCGIA has offered 
to run them at no cost for us. The 
plan is to run the ads until the end 
of February 2011 and then review 
the arrangement. We expect from 
300 to 350 responses per month 
and added traffic to the Austra-
lian website. We are very grateful 
to UCGIA for their generosity.

Booklet Promotion and 
Reader’s Digest E-Letters

The other main objective in 
the first quarter of 2011 is to heav-
ily promote Jesus Christ: The Real 
Story in several different advertis-
ing mediums until Easter. A major 
print advertising venture will be the 
dropping of 1 million pamphlets 
offering the booklet in Victoria at 
the end of January 2011. If this ini-
tial campaign proves cost-effective, 
other states will also be targeted.

At around the same time we will 
also offer the booklet in an e-let-
ter sponsored by Reader’s Digest, 
which sends it to over 140,000 
recipients who have requested to 
be notified of new reading mate-
rial. If this first distribution is 
successful, we plan to target other 
interest groups who have asked to 
receive similar e-letter notifica-
tions.  UN
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by Pearl Ellis

Abraham Lincoln turns 96 years old this 
year. Not Mr. Lincoln the former presi-
dent of the United States, but a descen-
dant of President Lincoln (third cousin 
twice removed). Abraham—Abe to his 
friends and family—was born June 2, 1915, 
in Marion, Indiana. He was raised on a 
farm in southern Indiana, adjacent to the 
farm of former President Richard Nixon’s 
grandparents. He worked as a farmhand 
during the Depression for 65 cents a day 
and his board.  

Abe served in the U.S. Navy as an elec-
trician first class on the USS Hoggatt Bay, 
an aircraft carrier CVE-75 in the Pacific. 
He crossed the equator more than 50 times 
while on submarine patrol. He also vis-
ited Hawaii, Guam, Saigon, the Aleutian 
Islands and many other exotic locations 
and earned eight battle stars.

Abe also hiked the Appalachian Trail 
and was an electrician on the filming of 
the movie Smoke in the Wind staring Wal-
ter Brennan. He also participated on the 
television game show Wheel of Fortune.

As Abe tells the story of his calling and 
conversion, I am struck by how God works 
with us well before we actually hear the 
calling. He told me, “When I was in the 

Navy, at times I wasn’t sure 
I would make it home. So I 
promised God if He got me 
home alive, I would join a 
Church that followed what 
the Bible really taught.” 

He believes that God lets 
us experience certain things 
in our lives to prepare us for 
our place in His Kingdom. 
He also believes the rea-
son he has lived this long is 
because he is “such a slow 
learner.” This attitude and 
comment describes Abe’s 
personality, as he is quick-
witted and always has a 
good clean joke to share. 
But his commitment to God 
is no joke; it is something he 
is very serious about.

Abe first heard Herbert Armstrong in 
April 1946 and received his first Plain Truth 
magazine on June 21, 1946. He requested 
membership in the Radio Church of God 
in 1949.

Loma Armstrong said there was no one 
available at the time to baptize him, so his 
complete immersion baptism of the Baptist 
Church at age 18 would have to do until one 
of their ministers could baptize him since 
Indiana was quite far from California. He 

was baptized in January 1959 by Gerald 
Waterhouse at the Feast of Tabernacles and 
has attended every Feast of Tabernacles 
except this previous Feast. Having attended 
51 Feasts is no small matter.

Abe has two daughters, Nadara, who 
lives in Colorado, and Levela, who lives in 
Oklahoma. Abe married his wife, Nora, on 
July 2, 1983 and has currently been mar-
ried 27 years.  Abe and Nora live in For-
gan, Oklahoma, and currently attend the 
Meade, Kansas, congregation.  UN

Here’s something to boggle your mind! 
The Associated Press reported on Dec. 1 
that scientists believe they have miscalcu-
lated the number of stars in the universe by 
a factor of three. The latest studies estimate 
that instead of 100 sextillion stars, there 
may be as many as 300 sextillion—that is 
300,000,000,000,000,000,000,000 (“Starry 
Starry Starry Night: Star Count May Tri-
ple,” Associated Press, Dec. 1, 2010). 

This begs two questions: one, how many 
stars is that really? And two, why would 
God even care about a sparrow falling 
from the sky or know the number of hairs 
on our head, if we appear to be so insig-
nificant in the great scheme of things in 
the awesome cosmos?

The psalmist asked that very question: 
“Lord, what is man, that You take knowl-
edge of him? Or the son of man, that You 
are mindful of him?” (Psalm 144:3). With 
all that exists, why would God be mindful 
of you and me? 

Equally amazing is this promise in the 
book of Hebrews that you and I will inher-
it this vast universe! “‘You have put all 
things in subjection under his feet.’ For in 
that He put all in subjection under him, 
He left nothing that is not put under him. 
But now we do not yet see all things put 
under him” (Hebrews 2:8). What we are 
reading here is that soon, “but…not yet,” 
we will inherit all things. This includes our 
giant universe.

To help answer my first question—how 
many stars is that really?—think of it in 
these terms. Harvard astrophysicist Char-
lie Conroy commented in the Associated 
Press article, “‘It’s fun because it gets you 
thinking about these large numbers.’ 

“Conroy looked up how many cells are 
in the average human body—50 trillion 
or so—and multiplied that by the 6 bil-
lion people on Earth. And he came up 
with about 300 sextillion. So the number 
of stars in the universe ‘is equal to all the 
cells in the humans on Earth—a kind of 
funny coincidence,’ Conroy said” (“Starry 
Starry Starry Night: Star Count May Tri-
ple” Associated Press, Dec. 1, 2010).

A very interesting comparison, for sure! 
Of all the human cells on this planet, of 

the speculated 300 sextillion stars in the 
universe, God has a plan for each one of 
us. “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16)—an everlast-
ing life with an inheritance that includes 
the vast physical universe and the spirit 
world beyond that. 

Thank God every day for your call-
ing and promised inheritance. The good 
news of God’s Kingdom certainly is 
that—exciting, good news. May we effec-
tively preach the gospel to all nations as 
Christ commanded, offering a message 
of hope to this dying world with a vision 
of the world to come—and beyond into 
eternity.  UN
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by Amanda Hendee

My experience in Jordan so far has been 
an inspiring one, whether someone inspires 
me or I have the chance to inspire others. 
Some of the first comments we heard from 

those we work 
with spoke of 
our spirit as if 
it was a special 
thing that only 
we possess, 
that it was dif-
ferent than that 
of any other 
person they 
know. Hear-
ing comments 

like that is very exciting and acts as a driving 
force, since we know that God has placed 
His Spirit in us so that we can use it to have 

an impact and inspire 
those around us.  

Our volunteer 
program has its 
roots in the Ambas-
s ador Founda-
tion, and one of 
the teachers at the 
Amman Baccalau-
reate School (ABS) 
has had the privi-
lege of interacting 
with our volunteers 
from the beginning. 
Abdel Razzaq Naj-
jar is the director 
of the Creativity, 
Action and Service 
(CAS) program, the 
El Hassan Youth 

award, as well as 
many other programs and has taught at 
the school for 25 years. 

The CAS program encourages students 
to grow as individuals through creative 
ways, such as art, drama, student yearbook, 
sports and community service. Mr. Najjar 
is well respected by the students and almost 
immediately creates a bond with those with 
whom he interacts, in particular with the 
students through the guidance he provides 
them. He is one of my inspirations, and 
I cannot begin to imagine the amount of 
inspiration and guidance that he has given 
to the volunteers throughout the years.  

Placing a Physical Stamp
Recently, I was able to accompany him 

and some students to a community service 
project at a nearby school that is located in 
a poorer area of the country. It was the first 
of many visits that will occur throughout 

the school year, and in this trip the students 
were assigned to paint the school. It was 
inspiring to see the students approach the 
task head-on and to be able to talk with 
them about their experience helping those 
less fortunate. 

During this particular opportunity I was 
able to help with the painting, not only the 
overall base coat which the students did, 
but also helping a hired painter create pic-
tures on the wall to add some visual stimu-
lation to the school. It was an honor to be 
able to place a physical stamp on a physical 
location in Jordan, knowing that it would 
be there for a long time—or at least until 
they painted again. Throughout the whole 
process some Bedouin boys stood watch-
ing through the gate and eventually were 
invited in to help and observe. 

Leaving a Spiritual Stamp
While the ABS students were taking 

a break, the other painter and I contin-
ued to add color to the walls. As I was 
painting, I heard some talking behind 
me and finally turned around to see all 
the Bedouin children along with all the 
ABS students and staff watching me 
paint. I couldn’t help but laugh. The 
Bedouin children shouted, “Very good! 
Very good!” which seemed to be the only 
thing they knew how to say in English. I 
again couldn’t help but laugh.  

I smiled as I realized that it wasn’t just 
a physical stamp we were leaving there but 
a spiritual one as well. Simply by helping 
paint a wall all of the children and staff 
were laughing and interacting, whether it 
was a poor Bedouin boy with a staff mem-
ber or a wealthy ABS student with a poor 
child.  They were learning about each oth-
er and unknowingly exchanging examples 

either through hard work or through the 
humility of poverty. 

Just this one experience has inspired all 
of us involved in one way or another. Inspi-
ration can span a time of one morning of 
painting or 25 years through the example of 
Abdel Razzaq Najjar. I only hope that we 
can take our experiences and his example 
here in Jordan and put them into action 
throughout the rest of our lives.  UN

Read more about the United Youth Corps 
volunteers’ experience in Jordan by visiting 
their blog at www.uycjordan10.blogspot.com.

United Youth Corps Jordan: An Inspiring Example

As a cashier at a local retail establishment, I say, 
“Thank you” about 50 times a day to people who rarely 
even look me in the eye. Everyone is so busy today that 
they rush around from place to place. If the words 

“thank you” are said, they either are not heard or are 
heard so much that they have become cliché. It is a 
blessing that we have a day set aside to say thank you 
and really reflect on what that means. 

I thank God for drawing me near, for truth in a 
world full of lies, for Church members who welcomed 
me from the first time I visited, for relationships I have 
formed with my new brothers and sisters in Christ, 
for opening my mind to understand His Word a little 
more each day and for those customers who look me 
in the eye.

Karen Denham
Fort Worth, Texas, congregation

What I am thankful for is that God answered my 
prayer of showing me the truth (Psalm 119:18). I am 
thankful for a pastor who taught me that it is impor-
tant to know what you believe but more important to 
know why you believe it. I’m thankful for the fact that 
we still have the freedom to worship the one true God 
in the way He taught us.

I am thankful for my family (physical and spiritual) 
and my friends. I am thankful that I have the written 
Word that I can study and learn and apply to my life 
as I continue to strive to be found worthy (2 Timothy 
2:15; 3:16-17). 

Milo Cook Jr.
Meade, Kansas, congregation

I’m grateful God exists, that He is agape and that He 
has given me life and a calling and has not left me without 
the Comforter Jesus sent—the Holy Spirit. I am grateful 
for the example Christ set, the Bible and the promise of 
His coming Kingdom. I’m happy to be as strange as I am 
as a present-day pilgrim seeking His land. I’m grateful 
there is a true Church, a newspaper that inspires and 
encourages me to think and write about it. 

I’m grateful there is relative peace and bounty enough 
that we may still seek Him and that He is still to be 
found. I’m grateful for His Church (my family), the 
ministers and members who are of like mind. I appreci-
ate that I was born at a time and in a land with precious 
freedom of religion and that there was information 
for me to hear. I’m grateful our Father is patient and 
merciful.

I feel so inadequate for the tremendous magnitude of 
His blessings. Being apart from my Creator for any span 
of time is hard and there are so many earthly distrac-
tions. I long for the day that knowledge will cover the 
earth like the seas, and I long for the blessing and benefit 
to reach all mankind. There are many hard things now 
in the present evil world, but thankfully all that will end. 

There is beauty within all His creation, including the 
human spirit, and I appreciate the beauty.

I appreciate music, birds sounds, the sounds water 
makes, soft voices, baby sounds and laughter.

I’m very grateful for my faith and that I believe and 
know the truth.

And I’m grateful for you!
Sheri Benjegerdes

Las Vegas, Nevada, congregation

by Jeremy Lallier 

“So, hey.” A coworker sits next to you in the break room 
and unfolds a printout of a Web page. He points to a line 
of text, shakes his head and says, “I don’t get this.”

Earlier that week your friend had a few questions about 
the Church, so you pointed him to United’s website. As he 
explored the various features on the site, he came across 
the fundamental beliefs page.

Looking at your friend’s printout, you realize the page 
is from the website. He’s pointing to the section titled 
“God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit,” and 
you can tell by his face that he’s thoroughly confused.

“All the stuff you guys were saying on your site made 
sense to me,” he says, scratching his head. “But then I 
came to this. Not once do you guys mention the Trinity. 
How can you not believe in the Trinity? It just doesn’t 
make sense!”

Your friend is obviously interested in understanding 
what you believe, but you don’t want to overwhelm him 
with an exhaustive answer. Since it looks like his first 
foray into the topic, you should keep your answer as suc-
cinct as possible. 

How do you answer?

Send in Your Response
Send your 100- to 200-word answer, along with your 

name and congregation, to your local pastor and ask him 
to forward it to United News. You can also e-mail them to 
UN@ucg.org. We may use your response in an upcoming 
United News!

November Ready to Answer Question: What are you thankful for?Ready to Answer

Amanda Hendee stands next to her contribution to the Creativity, 
Action and Service program of the Amman Baccalaureate School

Abdel Razzaq Najjar leads the students in 
repainting the school 

ONLINE
www.facebook.com/
UCGUnited News

SEE: Photos from the 
United Youth Corps–
Jordan

4  UNITED NEWS  January 2011 United Church of God, an International Association  



While church attendance 
was down about 250 from last 
year, the ballroom was teeming 
with people. Per Winter Fam-
ily Weekend tradition, there 
were multiple special music 
selections—all uplifting. The 
sermon given by Dennis Luk-
er, titled “Beware of Satan’s 
Devices to Destroy Us,” cau-
tioned why it is important to 
put on the armor of God and 
to keep focused on the f inal 
outcome of eternal life in the 
Kingdom of God and in the 
family of God.

Activities for All Ages
The all-ambassador reunion, 

organized by Gary Antion, 
had mouth-watering baklava 
and refreshments available for 
Ambassador College, Ambas-
sador University and Ambas-
sador Bible Center alumni who 
came to meet and reunite.

That evening f lashed back to 
the ’70s for the young adults’ 
dance. As “Saturday Night 
Fever” set in, the attendees, 
arrayed in costumes of glitter, 
platform shoes and bell-bottom 
pants boogied on the dance 
f loor. The teens surely had 
“Cherished Moments” together 
as they danced under the spar-
kling chandeliers. Other rooms 
were designated to show movies 
and provide alternative enter-
tainment, such as corn hole.

One guest recounted, “It is so 
encouraging to have this many 
of God’s people together, wor-
shipping God, dancing and par-
ticipating in activities. It’s bigger 
than any Feast site I’ve ever been 
to.”

Volleyball and basketbal l 
tournaments started bright 
and early the next day at the 
Mid-America Sports Center 
and Hoops. Additional pick-up 
games, f lag football and speed-
away were hosted. Free pizza 
was provided before the Family 
Novelty Olympics, which show-
cased a variety of comical and 
challenging events.

Other activities were held 
in the evenings, including the 
bluegrass, country and rock 
jam sessions; the Family Fun 
Fair; and karaoke. The last 

evening of the action-packed 
weekend finished with a fam-
i ly dance with superheroes 
zooming around to the music 
and exuberant dancing to the 
“Cleveland Shuff le.”  

A Team Effort
The planning for the WFW 

takes 40 department heads, more 
than the 15 or so heads that are 
needed to run a typical Feast 
site. Planning is intricate and 
has to be compartmentalized. 
Those put in charge are encour-
aged to train others. One attend-
ee stated, “All of the planning 
put into action and the service 
that people provide willingly is 
encouraging to see.”

Mark Winner, the coordinator 
of the Winter Family Weekend, 
discussed the benefits of the 
weekend. “It’s an opportunity 
to gather with family, friends, 
away from events during Christ-
mas time—great fellowship time 
with everyone. It’s appropriate 
for all ages because it’s about 
education; it’s about sports; it’s 

about music—something for 
everybody.”

Mr. Winner continued,  “I 
just want to thank those whose 
time, effort, energy and money 
made the whole event be suc-

cessful. The event is on the 
backs of hundreds of people. It 
takes tons of willing people to 
say this is a joy—I love seeing 
smiles on everyone from little 
ones to grandparents.”

The Winter Family Weekend 
proved to be a time and place for 
the people of God to get together 
for a myriad of seminars, an abun-
dance of activities and an inspira-
tional time with God’s people.  UN

Continued from “WFW,” page 1
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ONLINE
www.facebook.com/UCGUnited 
News

SEE: Photos from the Winter Family 
Weekend

In this new section, we ask United News readers 
to share their stories, advice and tips regarding the 
issue’s featured question. We hope this exchange 
of wise words and lessons gleaned from life experi-
ences will be a benefit to all the brethren.  

Send in Your Response
Send your 100- to 300-word answer, along with 

your name and congregation, to your local pastor 
and ask him to forward it to United News. You can 
also e-mail them to UN@ucg.org. We may use your 
response in an upcoming United News!

Pearls of Wisdom

Clockwise from the top: Two friends share a laugh at Family Fun Night; Gary Antion teaches an ABC 
Continuing Education class; the teen dance gets everyone on their feet; basketball players vie for the ball 
(photos by Karen Deaton)

January’s Question: 

What is your conversion story? 
How did you come to the knowledge of the 

truth and become a baptized member of 
God’s Church?



tion managers reported on the 
progress in their areas of admin-
istration.

Reports From 
Administration and Council 
Committees

Peter Eddington, operation 
manager for Media and Com-
munications Services, gave an 
update on some exciting oppor-
tunities ahead for us in preach-
ing the gospel of God’s Kingdom. 
(See “Media Operations Manag-
er Reports Progress to Council” 
on p. 15.)

Ministerial and Member Ser-
vices operation manager Victor 
Kubik gave the next report. He 
reported that we made a change 
in the regional pastor structure 
recently due to the fact it is not 
needful for the number of minis-
ters we have in the field. 

The new ministerial team is 
comprised of Victor Kubik, Gary 
Antion and Roy Holladay, who 
now serve as the new regional 
pastors. Gary Antion covers the 
West, Roy Holladay the East and 
Victor Kubik the Central part of 
the United States.

Plans call for assigning one 
more regional pastor to free Mr. 
Kubik to manage operations 
overall. Mr. Kubik reported that 
so far they are able to keep up 
with the workload. When God 
blesses the Church with consid-

erable growth, then a midlevel 
ministerial structure may be nec-
essary.

Following Mr. Kubik’s report, 
treasurer Aaron Dean reported 
that the Church is running at 93 
percent of projected income at 
the moment. If that trend con-
tinues, it would bring us close to 
$1.5 million below the projected 
budget. He explained that the 
administration will have to devel-
op a plan for economizing soon. 

He described the financial situ-
ation as “not dire,” but we must 
remember that ours is a work of 
faith. 

Mr. Dean pointed out that 
we cut our expenses heavily 
last year, and since the fat is 
gone, we will now be hitting 
muscle. The general consensus 
was that the sooner the new 
budget process gets underway, 
the better.

After the administration pre-
sented their reports, the Coun-
cil heard presentations from 
representatives of the Doctrine, 
Ethics, Roles and Rules and 

Strategic Planning and Finance 
committees.

GCE Conference Planning 
Report

Peter Eddington, GCE plan-
ning task force chairman, pre-
sented five theme suggestions 
for the GCE annual confer-
ence that will take place May 
15 to 16.  The suggestions were 
“Serving as Christ Served,” “Let 
This Mind Be in You,” “What 
Is the Church?—The Founda-
tional Principles,” “Generational 
Dynamics” and “Biblical Elder-
ship: The Foundation of Church 
Governance.” 

After a discussion of the vari-
ous themes, “Serving as Christ 
Served” received the most support. 
The Council unanimously agreed 
on slightly changing the title to the 
present tense. The theme will be 
“Serving as Christ Serves.”

The Council also discussed 
the pros and cons of having 
the GCE question-and-answer 
session before or after the 
ballot. The consensus was to 
keep it after the ballot. The 
online GCE Q&A forum will 
now appear within the Elders 
Forum, as the software we 
use has the capabilities to add 
various topics to it.

ABC Question-and-Answer 
Session

In the afternoon of Dec. 8, 
the Council had a question-and-

answer session with Ambassador 
Bible Center students. The ses-
sion addressed numerous ques-
tions and concerns of the stu-
dents. After the Q&A concluded, 
small groups of students engaged 
several Council members in face-
to-face, impromptu discussions 
for almost an hour.  UN

Continued from “Council,” page 1

Christians Who Do Not  
Celebrate Christmas

We love your website and the truth you 
allude to. We celebrated Xmas for the first 
23 years of our marriage, and as children 
with our parents before that.

In 1988 we had a spiritual awakening 
and no longer celebrate  Christmas!  We 
sold 25 boxes of decorations.  We do not 
go to Christmas parties or dinners.

We would like to know if there are any 
people in our area who, like us, do not cel-
ebrate it.  We would like to contact them, 
so we can have some Christian fellowship 
this time of year.

Please contact us and let us know how 
we can find like-minded people.

Internet

Beyond Today Viewers
I’ve been watching your television pro-

gram for about a month now. I never really 
was into that stuff until I saw your program.

I’ve ordered literature, and I’m reading 
all of it. I’m understanding more now than 
ever about the Bible and life itself. I want to 
thank you for opening my eyes to the truth 
and helping me understand.

Internet

I enjoy your program from Dixon Correc-
tional Center, where I am a prisoner.

I enjoyed your program on keeping the 
Feasts of God—God’s appointed times.

I would greatly appreciate a copy of the 
free booklet. I believe that it is an answer 
to my prayer. I, you see, have been trying to 
understand and study these Feasts from the 

Bible, but it is confusing. So, having them all 
in one place (your booklet) is very special 
to me.

Thank you.
Illinois

While channel surfing this morning I 
came across your program at 8:30 a.m. on 
WGN. I found it to be very informative and 
refreshing. I must admit, after examining 
the Scriptures cited by you, your interpreta-
tion is correct and mainstream Christianity’s 
teachings are in error.

I will be eagerly looking forward to watch-
ing your program every Sunday morning 
from now on. Thank you and God bless.

Pennsylvania

Readers in Sweden Desire   
to Attend Sabbath Services

I came across your site on the Internet. It 
is my pleasure to find out from you if there is 
any Sabbath service in Malmo where I live. I 
would be glad to hear from you soon; I can’t 
wait. Thanks and God bless you all for such 
a wonderful explanation. 

Sweden

I live in Karlskrona, Sweden, and was very 
happy when I found out that United Church 
of God is in Sweden. As a Christian, it is really 
a joy for me. I must say that your magazine 
changed my life when I lost my best friend. I 
was really down, and then I picked up one of 
your magazines, which gives me hope that 
I will be able to meet him again. So thanks. 

I want to ask what the address is of the 
United Church of God in Sweden. I will be 

interested to attend one of the fellowship 
centers. Thanks, and hope to hear from you.

Sweden

Readers Comment on  
Google Ads in Australia

I am ordering this booklet, Heaven and 
Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach? for a 
friend who is confused about heaven and 
our spirit. This booklet explains it so much 
better than I can.

Flaggy Rock, Queensland

I am very much interested to study the 
Bible and know about life, our destiny and 
so forth. I suppose that this Bible Study 
Course and magazine would be a good start 
to get to know God more closely, so could 
you please send me a copy? Thanks.

Albury, New South Wales

We have just lost a granddaughter when 
she was stillborn at full term—24 hours 
before delivery—after her heart stopped. If 
this little booklet What Happens After Death? 
would help comfort our family, please may I 
have a copy?

Everton Hills, Queensland

Thank you so much, I cannot wait to start 
learning about the Bible, which is God’s 
Word. I’ve been a Christian for over a year 
now, and I’m truly blessed with a thirst I’ve 
received from God to learn more and to 
study His Word. Your Bible Study Course is 
such a blessing! May God bless this course 
and those who study it.

Coburg, Victoria

Member in Prison Grateful for 
Feast of Tabernacles Cards

Thank all of you who signed the cards 
sent to me from the Feast of Tabernacles 
this year. Thank you for your love, for your 
thoughts and for your prayers. It is such a 
wonderfully uplifting act of encourage-
ment you have given to me and others you 
have sent encouragement to. 

Having never attended the Feast of Tab-
ernacles firsthand, I am able to enjoy the 
love and spiritual closeness of the Feast 
through the cards and letters of the breth-
ren.

Love makes an impact in ways we may 
never truly understand until the return of 
Jesus Christ. I do want you to know how 
much your act of love has impacted me. 
Please continue sharing your love with all 
you can. 

Prison is not an easy place in which to 
live, yet it is the place God has [had] me 
living in for these 35 years—30 years as a 
baptized member of God’s Church. God 
gives me the strength daily not just to 
live in this perverted environment but to 
also grow spiritually. I will be here until 
God moves me where He wants me to be. 
I want to be home with my family, but it is 
not God’s plan for me just yet.

Brethren thank you once again for your 
love and concern for those who are not 
able to be with you. We are encouraged by 
your acts of love. May God bless each and 
every one of you who prays for those who 
are less fortunate than you. With love, your 
brother in Jesus Christ,

Prisoner, Thumb Correctional Facility, Michigan

Letters

ONLINE
http://coe.ucg.org

READ:  Full reports from the 
December Council of Elders 
meetings

6

Right, ABC student Chelsea 
Lallier asks the Council a 
question. Above, Scott Ashley 
addresses a question during the 
ABC Q&A.
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Writers:  Send Us Your Bios!
Media and Communications Services is planning to launch a 

new ucg.org site in May 2011. On the new site we will feature a 
bio page for each writer who has had an article printed in any 
of United’s publications (excluding announcements or local 
church updates). 

Even if you have had only one item published, please send in 
your bio! Likewise, if you serve as a contact in a congregation, 
you will also have a bio page—so we need your information too!

Unfortunately, we don’t have very much information about 
our writers and contacts yet. 

Here’s what we need from you:

1. A short bio (two to three paragraphs, written in third 
person).

2. How you want your name displayed (e.g., Tom versus 
Thomas).

3. A high-quality photo that shows your face clearly. Please 
do not send a group shot. Photos must be sent in JPEG format.

4. (Optional) your e-mail address. This will allow our sys-
tem to automatically contact you when someone comments 
on your article. 

Send your information to bios@ucg.org. Thank you for help-
ing make the new website a success!

God’s Word Online: Web Site Redesign Author Pages
by Tom Disher

Since February 2010 the 
Media department has been 
working on a project to rede-
sign and reorganize UCG’s 
Web presence. The project was 
started to meet a number of 
needs that the United Church 
of God has in preaching the 
gospel as we move further into 
the information age.  

We are seeking to improve 
usability of the website, mak-
ing it easier to access infor-
mation and material, and we 
also are working to make the 
design stand out and gain 
more attention from potential 
viewers. 

What Do Users Want?
People are overwhelmed by 

information in our current 
era. They don’t want more 
clutter, so we are striving to 
streamline our process to 
make it easier for viewers to 
find what they are looking for 
on our site.

The Web team is in the final 
stretch of the redesign of www.
ucg.org to meet this need. The 
site is designed to focus on 
content that will be relevant 
to each user. A team of dili-
gent part-time workers and 
volunteers has spent hundreds 
of hours cataloging all the 
articles, sermons, commentar-
ies, videos, radio shows, book-
lets and other material United 
has produced over the past 15 
years.  

Additionally, every item will 
be linked to other relevant 
content so that people brows-
ing the website will easily find 
related material. 

Interaction
Another thing that users 

expect is interaction and inter-
connectivity. On the new www.
ucg.org users will be able to 
sign up for a personal account. 
This account will enable them 
to bookmark and store links to 
material, comment on content 
and create a profile that will 

make it easier for them connect 
with other users of the site.  

When creating a profile, 
the site will ask for informa-
tion such as hobbies, interests, 
occupation, etc.  After enter-
ing the information, the sys-
tem will be able to recommend 
content relevant to those inter-
ests, based on the information 
provided.

If users choose to share their 
information, they will be able 
to connect with other people 
who have similar interests—
biblical and otherwise.   

The entire team is very 
excited about the develop-
ments taking place and the 
opportunity this will give the 
Church to preach the gospel 
more effectively. We appreci-
ate your continued prayers for 
the success of this endeavor. 
Over the next several months 
we will begin to showcase the 
functionality of the new site.  
This month we take a look 
at one of our new features: 
author pages.   UN
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For Christ and Kingdom
In a cemetery in Vancouver, British 

Columbia, one of the largest grave sites of 
fallen soldiers from the First World War 
is maintained. On almost all of the head-
stones just above the name of the fallen sol-
dier stand the words, “For King and Coun-
try.” These words express the reason these 
men’s lives were put in danger. They were 
serving their king and their country—even 
at the cost of losing their lives. It seems like 
a noble motto, and no doubt many were 
very sincere in their offering. 

Historical fact shows us how horrible 
war is and how often young men were 
sent into senseless situations and lost 
their lives due to the ego, vanity, pride 
or foolishness of commanders who gave 
the orders. That does not detract from 
the courage of the men who served—they 
were the ones who faced the danger and 
paid the price. 

For a Christian, Jesus Christ is our King; 
He is the King of all kings (1 Timothy 6:15). 
He spoke often about the Kingdom of God 
being established on the earth. Jesus spoke 
of a time of peace, freedom, no tears of 
sorrow and no illness or death (Revelation 
21:4). But Christians are soldiers who are 
battling a different enemy than the one the 
men of World War I fought; they are in 
a spiritual warfare against an unseen foe. 
God looks for those who bear the scars of 
battle for Him. He seeks those upon whom 
He can confer the Medal of Honor with a 
position in His Kingdom forever. We can 
say that His soldiers carry the motto “For 
Christ and the Kingdom.” 

There has never been a time when God’s 
people have not been on the firing line for 
God. We live for “Christ and Kingdom,” 
and we ought to be willing to die for that 
cause. Jesus said that anyone who would 
lose his or her life in His service would be 
rewarded (Matthew 16:25-28). The rewards 
God promises to those who fight in His 
army are eternal. 

I found myself a little sad reading the 
names and ages of the young men in this 
small Commonwealth portion of the ceme-
tery in Vancouver. I thought about the lives 
they could have lived and of the reasons 
they died in the first place. Most of them 
did not understand the reasons behind that 
dreadful war, being willing to lay down 
one’s life “for king and country.” 

But those in God’s army stand to inherit 
eternal life as a king or priest (Revelation 
5:10). They will be given authority from 
Almighty God to reign on earth. What 
God offers never ends, and this inheri-

tance makes us part of His plans forever. 
That kind of glory and honor does not need 
medals and promises that can be broken. 

Jesus Christ prayed that His followers 
and “mighty ones” should share in His glo-
ry and have glory of their own (John 17:22-
26). He can deliver these promises because 
He has already won the victory. The cost 
is high, but the reward greater than we can 
imagine. We go to battle with our eyes wide 
open, “For Christ and Kingdom.” 

Robert Berendt 
Pastor of the Edmonton and Red Deer, 

Alberta, Canada congregations

The Way Back to Paradise
What God has prepared for us, if we 

respond wholeheartedly, overcome and 
endure until the end, is absolutely marvel-
ous and truly out of this world (1 Corin-
thians 2:9).

What was it then, if all things God has 
created are good, that caused man to lose 
his way—the way that leads to eternal life 
and Paradise itself? And is there then a 
way that leads back to Paradise?

In John Milton’s Paradise Lost, the devil 
retorts that he would rather rule in hell 
than serve in heaven. That just about sums 
up his attitude of pride that rendered him 
insane in his thinking and attitude. Satan 
appeals to our vanity and pride as well as 
our emotions whereby he can arouse lust. 
Remember, Satan deluded himself into 
believing he was invincible and that God 
was wrong (Ezekiel 28). Hence, he calls 
evil good and good evil. 

I have often wondered why, in the Gar-
den of Eden, Adam didn’t take God (his 
Father) seriously enough to obey Him, 
even when he was not deceived and still 
had a sound mind. Apparently he never 
made it to the tree of life to find out what 
it had to offer. Perhaps, Adam feared the 
loss of Eve more than his own death; and 
maybe Eve, whose curiosity may have got-
ten her in trouble, unwittingly became 
the diversion that Satan used to distract 
Adam and catch him off-guard.

What an awfully wrong decision he 
made! This wrong choice would have far-
reaching consequences—even into our 
day.

The choices we make in our lifetime can 
also have serious consequences. However, 
if we choose God’s way, which is life, we 
must also follow through with that choice 
to the end. The Scriptures make it abun-
dantly clear that the way of life requires 
repentance, action and wholeheartedness 
(Acts 2:38; 17:30; Mark 1:15; Matthew 4:4; 
19:17).

In Luke 9:62 Jesus put it this way: “No 
one, having put his hand to the plow, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.”

That sounds like a total commitment, 
doesn’t it? God requires our undivided 

Children's 
Corner

Answer to November’s puzzle: 
The letters left over spell out a very important person and event: Christ is coming!

Turning the Hearts  
Final Column

When I initiated this 
column, some three years 
ago, it was my desire to 
help turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children and 
the children to the fathers. 
We have covered principles 
in marriage, child rearing, raising teen-
agers, choosing a mate and other related 
issues to the family.

This is the last column I’ll be writing, at 
least for the time being. There is always 
more to cover, but I hope that these short 
articles have been of benefit to your lives 
as readers of our United News.

Please remember that marriage is a 
blessing from God and be sure to honor 
yours (Hebrews 13:4). Look after your 
children as blessings from God (Psalm 
127). Teach your children the wonderful 
plan and commandments of God. Please 
remember that your example of godliness 
means more than all the words you can 
verbalize to them.

May God bless you to continue to 
maintain and nurture your marriage, 
your family and your life. Keep turning 
your hearts to each other.

With love and appreciation for you,
Gary Antion

DIGEST
Treasure

DIGEST
Treasure
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We Are Family!
In this square all the digits in the rows, columns 

and diagonals add up to the same number. 

The sum of this square is 12. 

Use digits 0 to 9 to fill in the following spaces. 
Start by answering the questions below to fill in 
the first few spaces. Then, to solve the remaining 
empty boxes, figure out what number is missing 
for each row, column, and diagonal to add up to 

12. No numbers are repeated.

a. b.

c. d. e.

f.

Questions:
a. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all _____ 
in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28).

b. The _____ commandment is to “Honor your father and your mother...” (Exodus 20:12).

c. 1 Peter 3:_____: “Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be com-
passionate and humble” (New International Version).

d. Jesus had how many brothers? (Matthew 13:55-56)

e. Those who bring trouble on their families will have _____ at the end (Proverbs 11:29).

f. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the _____ shall become one 
flesh” (Matthew 19:5).
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Caption Contest

“Hey Esau, buy this and I’m 

out of here. I’ll close up shop 

and retire!”

Bret, Brook and Sheri 

Benjegerdes, Las Vegas, 

Nevada congregation

Winner!

“Would sir require a side serving 

of bitter herbs to go?”

Gordon Barnes, New Zealand

Runner-Up!

attention. Actually, He isn’t asking any 
more than any good teacher would require. 
And like a good parent, God also requires 
obedience: “…bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Corinthians 10:5).

In the final analysis, our destiny is well 
worth the effort, as we read in Revelation 
2:7, “To him who overcomes I will give to 
eat from the tree of life, which is in the 
midst of the Paradise of God.”

Manfred Fraund
Los Angeles, California, congregation

Emma: A Story of 
Forgiveness

I love old movies! I love the character 
and morality that many of them seem to 
portray. One movie that I recently watched 
seems to fit that bill perfectly. Emma, pro-
duced in 1932, is such a movie. It is about a 
mature woman (Marie Dressler as Emma) 
who selflessly and lovingly raises a wid-
ower’s children, giving them constant care 
and attention as they grow only to become 
spoiled young adults.

Plot Twists
Emma had never taken a vacation and 

decided after 30 years it was well overdue. 
She was going to Canada for a month. The 
widower did not want her to be gone that 
long, but he was kind and knew that she 
deserved it. This is when there was an unex-
pected twist. He decided to reveal his love 
for her, after all these years, and ask her 
to marry him and then travel with her to 
Canada. Surprisingly, she accepted!

While on their month-long honeymoon, 
tragedy struck the newlyweds. While row-
ing a boat, her new husband collapsed and 
died. The children were shocked about the 
death but seemed more upset about the 
marriage of their dad to a woman they 
considered a servant. They accused Emma 

of going after his money, and even causing 
his death.

Unjustly Accused
The children were very angry that their 

dad left all his money and house to Emma, 
who they considered just the housekeep-
er. But their dad had known that Emma 
would take care of his kids, and that the 
kids would have squandered the money. Yet 
the kids took her to court, accusing her of 
murdering their father for his money.

While Emma’s lawyer belittled the kids 
to the jury, which they deserved, this only 
upset Emma. She stood up in court and 
defended these spoiled young adults, for she 
could only see the kids that she had loved 
and cared for since their childhood. She 
asked her lawyer to stop belittling them.

The jury saw this great display of char-
acter from Emma and decided in her favor. 
They knew that a woman who would stand 
up for those who were accusing her of such 
a horrible crime, could never be guilty of 
such a deed.

Loving Her “Enemies”
After the court trial, Emma gave the 

money to the kids. She did not feel she 
deserved it. The young adults were hum-
bled by Emma’s actions. They realized 
what they had done and told her over and 
over again how sorry they were. They, too, 
had been moved in the courtroom when she 
stood up for them against her own lawyer.

Luke 6:35 fits perfectly for the story line:
“But love your enemies, do good, and 

lend, hoping for nothing in return; and 
your reward will be great, and you will be 
sons of the Most High. For He is kind to 
the unthankful and evil.”

Emma rose to the occasion with her 
character intact even while being attacked. 
How many of us can be an Emma and fol-
low Luke 6:35 as she did when we are done 
wrong?

Janet Treadway
Cincinnati, Ohio, North congregation

Wait on the Lord
One of my favorite scriptures is Isaiah 

40:31, “But those who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles. They 
shall run and not be weary. They shall 
walk and not faint.”

My wife, Nancy, and I think about this 
scripture as we trudge up a steep moun-
tain trail during one of our backpacking 
trips. We wish we could walk and not 
be faint. And I think about being able 
to “run and not be weary” as I compete 
in our annual 12K Bloomsday Race in 
Spokane, Washington. However, since I 
was not inclined to get into hang gliding, 
I instead took my chain saw and carved 

a representation of “mounting up with 
wings like an eagle” out of an old pine 
tree in our yard.

Of course, these are just physical 
applications of the spiritual intent of 
this scripture. Waiting on the Lord does 
not mean just sitting on one’s hands and 
doing nothing as the years roll by. As 
Nancy and I plan our next backpacking 
trip or anticipate the next Bloomsday 
Race, we are actively involved in train-
ing. We watch our diet more carefully 
and we train for strength and endurance. 
We try to get into the best condition we 
can before the event. And when the time 
arrives and we are put to the test, we can 
hike or run with joy.

Waiting on the Lord should be a time 
of active, eager anticipation and prepara-
tion. Each of us needs to make the best 
use of the time we have, learning, grow-
ing, overcoming and helping as able in 
our local congregations. We each should 
support the efforts of the Church in car-
rying out the commission Christ gave His 
disciples.

We learn in Isaiah 30:18 in the Ampli-
fied Bible, “Blessed (happy, fortunate, to 
be envied) are all those who [earnestly] 
wait for Him, who expect and look and 
long for Him [for His victory, His favor, 
His love, His peace, His joy, and His 
matchless, unbroken companionship]!”

Let’s actively and earnestly wait on the 
Lord.

Gregory Czech
Spokane, Washington, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical 

wisdom, humor or practical information 
that you would like to share? Please send 
them to your local pastor and ask him to 
forward them to United News at the home 
office. Guidelines are available on request 
(UN@ucg.org).P
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Have a clever caption for the cartoon below?

Send it to your local pastor and ask him to forward 
it to United News. You can also e-mail it to UN@ucg.
org. We may feature your caption in an upcoming 
United News!
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From THE WORD

A Tiny Speck of Wood
■ Our first reaction 
when faced with a glaring 
sin in our lives is often 
to ignore it and wish it 
would go away on its 
own. What happens 
though when we refuse to 
face it directly, deal with it 
and then move on?
by Elizabeth Cannon

His small hands were balled up 
in tightly clenched fists, causing 
his pudgy little fingers to redden 
with tension. His right thumb was 
carefully hidden under knuckles 
and skin, which formed an air-
tight, impenetrable seal. Between 
bouts of heaving sobs his whole 
body shook with anxiety, his chest 
convulsing in staccato rhythm with 
each belabored breath.

His face was almost unrecog-
nizable in its grimace of wretched 
pain and fear at the ordeal before 
him. My nephew Isaac had a splin-
ter lodged in the meat of his right 
thumb, and in his four-year-old 
mind, there was no way anything 
or anyone was going to get within 
miles of attempting to remove it 
from his flesh.

My sister, Rebekah, and I sat in 
frustration on the bathroom floor, 
surrounding Isaac in his near-hyper-
ventilating state. We told him that 
the splinter must come out or else it 

could get infected, that he would be 
worse off than before if we ignored 
it. No matter how much we tried 
to explain it to him, he could not 
reconcile logic with his assumption 
that this surgery would be excruciat-
ing. All he could think about was 
the gleam of light shining from the 
silver tweezers in my sister’s hand, 
poised and ready to strike. 

Isaac was soon having a full-
fledged meltdown. I had never 
seen such unbridled terror, such 
unchecked irrational fear in a per-
son before. To him, taking out this 
splinter was tantamount to chop-
ping off his thumb entirely. 

“Just put a Band-aid on it!” he 
pleaded. “It will heal!” he tried to 
convince us. 

Right there in my nephew’s inno-
cent and honest reply was a state-
ment so illustrative of the human 
condition. How often do we just 
wish problems would go away by 
themselves? How often do we sim-
ply cover up a matter, hoping that 
by ignoring it long enough, it will 
suddenly disappear? 

So often we allow issues in 
our personal and spiritual lives 
to fester for so long that, like an 
ignored speck of wood under our 
skin that might have taken sec-
onds to remove, the problem soon 
becomes an ugly infection that 
takes weeks, months or maybe 
years to heal.

A Man After God’s Own 
Heart

David was no stranger to the 
temptation to ignore a glaring sin 

in his own life. After having com-
mitted adultery with Bathsheba and 
getting her pregnant, David had her 
husband, Uriah, killed in battle and 
then quickly married her in order to 
cover up the indecency. 

David tried to put a Band-aid on 
his own sin, fooling himself into 
thinking that it would be hidden 
from Israel and from God’s view 
and would simply go away. What 
started with David lusting after 
Bathsheba quickly festered into a 
monumental problem that affected 
not only his household but all of 
Israel.

It wasn’t until the prophet 
Nathan came to him and revealed 
the unwelcome truth of his offense 
that he was obliged to judge himself 
and his own actions.

The immediate consequences of 
his sin, because he did not deal with 
it directly, were great and would 
indeed be painful. “The sword 
shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised Me, and 
have taken the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite to be your wife” (2 Samuel 
12:10). 

David and Bathsheba’s son would 
also die as a result of this not-so-
hidden sin, because David’s poor 
example as the anointed of the Lord 
was giving other nations reason to 
scoff at God (2 Samuel 12:14). 

What followed is one of the great-
est examples of heartfelt repen-
tance and the humbling of oneself 
recorded in the Bible. After Nathan 
delivered the news to David of what 
must take place as a consequence of 
his sin, David was immediately cut 
to the heart and bitterly repented. 
“I have sinned against the Lord,” 
David said (2 Samuel 12:13).  

David’s prayer recorded in Psalm 
51 is a testament to the fear and love 
he had for God, despite his weak-
nesses. He pleads with God to con-
tinue working with him. This great 
warrior known throughout the land 
for his courage and strength was 
afraid of the ultimate consequences 
for leaving a sin unresolved. Rath-
er than continue to ignore the sin, 
he begged, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a stead-
fast spirit within me. Do not cast 
me away from Your presence, and 
do not take Your Holy Spirit from 
me” (Psalm 51:10-11).

Despite David’s human imperfec-
tions, when an issue was brought to 
his attention and he recognized he 
was in the wrong, he did not ignore 
it. For fear of God and the sever-
ity of the ultimate consequences 
of his deliberate transgression, he 
humbled himself, repented of his 
sins and dealt with the immediate 
consequences, no matter how pain-
ful they were. He had a real fear of 

losing what he held most precious: 
his relationship with God and, ulti-
mately, his salvation. 

Sudden Relief
I shook my head in frustration 

as my sister took Isaac’s arm and 
had him look her in the eye.

“Why don’t you trust me, Isaac?” 
she began to cry. “Why can’t you 
see that I only want what’s best for 
you and would never want to hurt 
you?”

Isaac stood stoic, his face con-
torted and puffy. My sister and 
I looked at each other and knew 
what we would have to do.

I wrapped both arms around 
his heaving little body in a sort 
of clenching hug, all the while 
whispering in his ear to be brave. 
Rebekah, mustering her own 
courage and strength, took the 
tweezers firmly in one hand and 
Isaac’s clenched fist in the oth-
er, prying open each finger that 
locked in the damaged thumb. 

She took a breath in, and I held 
him closer. With one determined 
pinch, Rebekah wrestled free the  
unwilling splinter from Isaac’s 
thumb.

Isaac, shocked from the event, 
held his breath, looked at his 
thumb and giggled, “Oh!” 

Rebekah and I heaved an emo-
tional sigh at his abrupt change 
in mood, and she reached to 
embrace Isaac as he stood there 
laughing and smiling at the sud-
den relief. 

What a lesson we learned that 
day in the midst of an everyday 
calamity! So often God pleads with 
us to turn to Him and to remember 
that He doesn’t want to cause us 
pain. What He in fact wants is for 
us to recognize the sin in us that is 
causing us pain and to remove it. 

While we’re experiencing a 
moment of deep emotional or 
physical pain as the result of sin, we 
can sometimes fool ourselves into 
thinking that it is not that bad or 
that God cannot see what we think 
is hidden safely in our hearts. Our 
current pain can sometimes seem 
like it is so intense and unbearable 
that any future benefit of changing 
one’s actions and attitude would 
prove meaningless. 

It is during moments like these 
that God pleads with us to turn 
to Him, deal with whatever con-
sequences we must face because of 
our sin and, as a result, maintain 
our precious relationship with Him 
so that we may one day be a part 
of His family.

Removing sin from our lives can 
be painful, but we must learn to 
deal with it directly. When God 
tries to help us remove slivers of 
sin from our lives, we can either 
recoil and reject Him or we can 
endure the temporary discom-
fort of dealing with our problems 
directly and, in so doing, prevent a 
spiritual splinter from becoming a 
dangerous infection.  UN

Elizabeth Cannon is the manag-
ing editor of United News.

All he could think about was the 
gleam of light shining from the 

silver tweezers in my sister’s hand, 
poised and ready to strike. 

Despite David’s human imperfections, 
when an issue was brought to his 

attention and he recognized he was in 
the wrong, he did not ignore it.
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by Angie Wilson

I was helping a young rider tight-
en her horse’s girth at a 4-H horse 
camp when a small voice behind 
me asked, “Will you walk along-
side my horse? He’s jumpy today.”

As I turned around, I expected 
to see a horse prancing sideways. 
Instead, I saw a young girl timidly 
holding the reins of a well-behaved, 
but somewhat fidgety, horse.

I immediately knew what the 
problem was. The girl was afraid 
of the horse and the horse was 
responding to that fear by acting 
“jumpy.”

Over the next few days, I showed 
the girl how to ride in synch with 
her horse’s natural motion, rather 
than brace against it.

I stayed at her side—encourag-
ing her, instructing her. My goal for 
her was simple. By the end of camp, 
I wanted her to trot her horse once 
around the arena without me walk-
ing alongside. But in order to do 
that, she would have to put her 
confidence in me, trusting that I 
knew what I was doing and that the 
results would be positive.

She tried, but in the end, she 
allowed her fears to hold her back. 
She was never in any danger, but 
she was so convinced that her horse 
might run away with her, that she 
couldn’t step out in faith to trust 
that I knew what I was doing.

I wonder, as Christians, how 
many times do we allow our fears 
to stand in the way of our reaching 

the spiritual goals that God has set 
for us? How many times has God 
walked alongside us, telling us, 
“Yes, you can do it!” but we have 
blocked His efforts to help us by 
allowing our fears to prevail?

Killers of Confidence
Worry, fear and doubt are the 

top killers of confidence and faith. 
Negative thinking is a source of 
fear, and it leads to a lack of cour-
age and faith.

In Numbers 13 and 14, the Bible 
tells what happened to one group 
of people who allowed fear to pre-
vail. Their fears kept them—and 
most of their fellow countrymen—
from inheriting a land promised to 
them by God Himself!

The Israelites were standing at 
the threshold of the physical Prom-
ised Land. Just a short time before, 
they had been personally rescued 
by God Himself from a lifetime of 
slavery. They had been eyewitness-
es to God’s power as He destroyed 
their former captors—the mighty 
nation of Egypt!—in the Red Sea. 
Now, God was instructing them, 
through Moses, to select a leader 
from each tribe to check out the 
land He was giving them.

Those 12 leaders had every rea-
son to be courageous in their quest. 
The God of the universe was walk-
ing with them, encouraging them.

Yet, when those leaders returned 
from their 40-day mission, only 
two of them came back with cou-
rageous enthusiasm and faith that 

God was with them. The other 10 
saw only the obstacles. The people 
were huge. The cities were fortified. 
They didn’t stand a chance! They 
would be destroyed!

Just as the girl at the 4-H horse 
camp couldn’t see past her fear to 
trust me to know what I was doing, 
the 10 Israelite leaders couldn’t see 
past their fears to trust that the 
very Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe knew what He was doing.

Unlike the girl at camp, howev-
er, the Israelites paid a far heavier 
price for their fear. Their fear was 
not merely falling off a runaway 
horse. They failed to put their faith 
in God and they spread their fear 
throughout the entire camp of Isra-
el. For that, Israel was sentenced 
to wander in the wilderness for 40 
years until all the adults over age 
19—with the exceptions of Joshua 
and Caleb—died!

Dealing With Worry and 
Fear

Worry is a natural human reac-
tion that leads to fear, and some-
times there are reasons to fear. But 
it’s how we deal with the fear that 
matters to God. Christians must 
be overcomers. We can change the 
way we think and stop worrying 
and being fearful by reading and 
believing God’s Word. “For God 
has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of 
a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
Worry and fear do not reflect this 
“sound mind.”

When Queen Jezebel threatened 
to kill Elijah after he had killed the 
prophets of Baal, Elijah’s first reac-
tion was to flee into the wilderness. 
Like the children of Israel, Elijah 
had just witnessed a great miracle 
from God. Fire had descended from 
heaven and consumed the drenched 
sacrifice as well as all the water sur-
rounding the altar! But unlike the 
Israelites, Elijah overcame his fear 
with God’s encouragement and he 
went on to complete the mission 
that God had for him.

King David had reason to fear 
as he fled from first Saul and then 
later his own son Absalom, but he 
says of God in Psalm 23:4, “Yea, 
though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil; for You are with me; Your 
rod and Your staff, they comfort 
me.” David knew that by putting 
full confidence in God, he could 
overcome fear and go on to reach 
the goals that God had for him.

Even Christ’s own disciples 
feared for their lives during a 
severe storm at sea. They ran to 
Christ (who was on the boat with 
them) pleading, “Lord, save us! We 
are perishing!” (Matthew 8:24-27). 
To which Christ replied, “Why are 
you fearful, O you of little faith?” 
When Christ calmed the storm 
before their eyes, they marveled.

God promised His people 
throughout the Bible that He would 
never leave them nor forsake them. 
In Deuteronomy 31:6, God says, 
“Be strong and of good courage, do 

not fear…the Lord your God, He 
is the One who goes with you. He 
will not leave you nor forsake you.” 
He repeats Himself in Joshua 1:5-7, 9 
and 10:25 and again in Hebrews 13:5.

And He, by His unchanging 
nature, promises the same for His 
people today. But we must have 
the courage to step out in faith, 
trusting that He really is there as 
He says He is. 

Like the girl at the camp, we 
shouldn’t become so focused on our 
fear that our horse might run away 
with us that we forget that God is 
the one who is beside us, and that 
He knows what He is doing and 
how to help us. Like the Israel-
ites, we shouldn’t focus on the big 
people and strong cities to the point 
that we lose sight of God’s promise 
to help fight our battles for us. And 
like Christ’s disciples, we shouldn’t 
fear the storms of this life because 
Christ is on the boat with us.

It takes a positive focus to 
overcome negative thinking. As 
Paul wrote to the Philippians, we 
should think about things that are 
true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of 
good report, virtuous and praise-
worthy (4:8).

As God has repeatedly told His 
people down through the ages, take 
heart, take courage. He promises 
to be with us as He was with them, 
walking alongside us, encouraging 
us to reach the spiritual goals set 
before us.  UN

This article was printed in the Feb-
ruary 2008 United News.

Blaze of Glory
■ On a summer 
afternoon, I stood 
awestruck by the mighty 
hand of God. In the path 
of a raging firestorm, I 
witnessed a glimpse of 
His mercy, goodness and 
deliverance.
by Jason Hyde

The brutal sun crowded out 
the promise of coolness among 
the trees that were heavily laden 
with the weight of the sun’s glare. 
With brief, merciful intervals, 
wind gusts hurled leaves, dust 
and grass clippings dehydrated 
by the sun’s blistering rays. It 
was the wind—an unwitting 
accomplice—that conveyed the 
initial telltale sign of the coming 
terror.

I was the first to detect the 
strange color of a passing gust—a 
hint of darkness, a faded wisp of 
gray undulating with the passing 
wind. I called to my mother as I 
bolted out the back door. A mys-
tery was afoot—what was hap-
pening?

Outside, I was greeted by a 
shocking reality. The sultry after-
noon—heavy with the dampness 
of a humid summer—was alive 
with an unquenchable, crackling 
fury.

A Wall of Fire
A wall of fire hundreds of feet 

wide advanced eagerly like a 
Roman legion—impervious to 
any obstacle in its path. Flames 
were leaping higher, rising in the 
air and eagerly racing ahead, leav-
ing behind a charred graveyard of 
blackened soil.

Struck with awe, I was shaken 
violently as a deafening, thunder-
ous BOOM reverberated through 
air that was suddenly tense with 
newfound stress. It was an enor-
mous sound that stretched into my 
chest and shook my lungs. A pro-
pane tank, then a car, then exca-
vating equipment, then gas tanks 
reacted violently to the heat and 
combustion.

The neighbor’s empty house, 
an initial victim of the day, was 
scarred beyond recognition. With 
an angry thirst the flames react-
ed with greater fervor—dashing 
onward—scaling the hill toward 
my home. Confused thoughts 
bounced and echoed in my mind—

action, do something, water, run, 
do something—a hurried, disorga-
nized jumble.

After alerting my mother to the 
danger, I began unfurling the gar-
den hose—act, do something!—
THE HOUSE! THE CAR! ACT, 
DO SOMETHING, pray.

The Prayer of a Child
It was the simple, uncomplicat-

ed prayer of a child—unfettered 
by practice, wrought in the clarity 
of danger: “Dear God—keep us 
safe. Turn the fire away. Don’t let 
the house burn. Don’t let the car 
burn. God, keep us safe.”

With my mom commandeer-
ing the only hose, I set out with 
a rake—carving a break in the 
underbrush where the forest 
rubbed shoulders with the begin-
ning of the yard. “Dear God—
keep us safe. Please stop the fire. 
Keep us safe.”

It was a repeated prayer—not 
vain but intense. The spreading 
fire—approaching with the vigor 
of an unrelenting tormenter—
licked the base of ancient trees 
and rushed onward in search of 
easier prey in the underbrush. 
“Dear God—keep us safe!”

The dreaded moment came 
all too quickly. The firestorm 

reached the property line poised 
to strike—25 feet from the house, 
peril balanced gingerly on the 
razor’s edge. Dear God—keep us 
safe—make it stop!

An Invisible Barrier
An invisible barrier tempered 

the fiery beast. Small sorties 
of f lames attempted to break 
through this impenetrable line 
only to be pushed back with a 
rake, a stomp, a loss of fuel or an 
unexplained fizzling of the flames 
themselves.

For hundreds of feet, even into 
the woods at the rear of our fam-
ily’s property, an unseen bulwark 
guarding the land, the home, the 
car and the family refused to yield. 
The enraged fire was pushed north 
where it danced across the back of 
the property before fanning out to 
extinguish numerous acres before 
dying a slow, exhausting death in 
the hours to come.

Thank you, God!
A palpable relief flowed over 

me as the hurried moments began 
to settle; and calm returned amid 
the smell of soot, grime, sweat and 
scorched earth. An eerie coolness 
began to fill the space left vacant 
by the passing flames.

An investigation would reveal 

that a careless fire left unattended 
had wasted dozens of acres.

A Day I’ll Never Forget
But for me, a young lad just 

becoming aware of and learning 
to understand and appreciate 
the delicate balance of life and 
death, it was a day I’ll never for-
get. I learned, firsthand, that our 
God is God.

Moses recorded: “Therefore 
know this day, and consider it in 
your heart, that the Lord Him-
self is God in heaven above and 
on the earth beneath; there is no 
other” (Deuteronomy 4:39).

On a summer afternoon, I 
stood awestruck by the mighty 
hand of God. In the path of a 
raging firestorm, I had witnessed 
a glimpse of the mercy, goodness 
and deliverance of God.

In times of distress or despair 
or in the fiery trials of life, I 
often hearken back to the image 
of that little boy, the blazing fire 
and the reality that is the glory 
of God. “The Lord Himself is 
God in heaven above and on 
the earth beneath; there is no 
other.”  UN

Jason Hyde is a member of the 
Louisville, Kentucky, congrega-
tion.

Fear and Faith
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Salem, Oregon, Celebrates 
55th Anniversary

The Salem, Oregon, congregation cel-
ebrated its 55th anniversary with a spe-
cial service on Nov. 20. Over 200 breth-
ren gathered to fellowship, reminisce and 
mark this special milestone for the con-
gregation. 

The entire Sabbath was a day to savor 
and remember. An instrumental ensemble 
accompanied the hymns. We were taken 
down memory lane by a video, “The His-
tory of the Church,” which chronicled 
the beginning of the modern era of God’s 
Church. For the younger people in the 
group, it was a chance to learn more about 
the history of the Church of God, which 
had its roots in the Willamette Valley. In 
the fall of 1955, Herbert Armstrong asked 
Dean Blackwell to start a local congrega-
tion in Salem.

Special music was presented by a com-
bined choir of over 30 people from a 
number of different church areas. Their 
beautiful rendition of “Gentle Shepherd” 
and rousing presentation of “King All 
Glorious” were an inspiring addition to 
the day.

We had ministry in attendance who had 
served the area for 25 of the past 55 years. 
Rex Sexton, who presently pastors the 
congregations in Tacoma and Olympia, 
was the guest speaker. 

It was truly a day of thanksgiving and 
rejoicing, and the theme of Thanksgiving 
was evident with the beautiful fall har-
vest arrangement gracing the stage area 
and the tasty traditional Thanksgiving 

potluck meal that was shared after ser-
vices. 

The evening began with a presentation 
by Calvin Cole covering the history of 
the Salem congregation. E-mail greetings 
from numerous former pastors in the 
area and comments by Mr. Sexton, Mr. 
Duncan and Mr. Cafourek rounded out 
the presentation. A number of longtime 
members were in attendance and enjoyed 
hearing the history they had lived. A 
dance topped off the day of celebration.

Linda Hansen

Elder Blesses a Second 
Generation

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2010, Connor 
Ward Dunkle was blessed in Milford, 
Ohio, by longtime ministers, Ed Smith 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, and Randy Stiver 
from Columbus, Ohio.

What makes this blessing so unique 
is that Mr. Smith also blessed Connor’s 
mother, Sue, 41 years ago when she was 
just a few months old.

Sue talked about Mr. Smith’s impact on 
her. “Mr. Smith is a grandparent figure in 
my life. None of my grandparents were in 
the Church and every Holy Day and Sab-
bath, he was always there saying, ‘Hi Suz-

ie. How are you doing?’ I have looked up 
to him as a rock and foundation—always 
a part of our lives.”

Parents Sue and Frank were elated to 
have Mr. Smith do the blessing for their 
son as he has been a part of other mile-
stones in their life. Frank added, “He per-
formed our wedding ceremony as well as 
being Sue’s pastor when she was born.”

Those present included Ed and Angie 
Smith, Denny Luker, Randy Stiver, 
Charles and Betty Preston along with their 
daughter, Kim, and grandson, Aaron.

Children are a miracle from God, a heri-
tage and a reward (Psalm 127:3). Sue men-
tioned, “We were told we couldn’t have chil-
dren, so now we call Connor our ‘miracle 
baby.’” The blessing on Connor included the 
passage from Numbers 6:23-27 where Aaron 
was instructed to bless the children of Isra-
el. Both parents and all who attended were 
full of joy for yet another special milestone 
shared by the brethren in the Church.   

Sabrina Clore

Kansas City Hosts July 
4th Singles’ Weekend

Heart-pounding Harleys, dangerous 
dinosaurs, romantic red roses, a large lux-
ury limo, fantastic food and fellowship and 
vigorous volleyball were just a few of the 
highlights that made the Kansas City 2010 
event a soaring success!

Thirty singles from 16 different states 
assembled in the Show-Me State to cele-
brate the 4th of July weekend in style. With 
ages ranging from 21 to 61, this year’s group 
provided diverse dynamics.

The weekend roared into action with 
a Friday afternoon tour of the Harley-
Davidson plant that included a video of 
the history of the hogs and a guided tour 

of the assem-
bl ing of the 
bikes. After-
wards, singles 
posed on their 
favorite Harley 
for photos in the 
showroom. Eve-
ning fellowship 
that was topped 
off with a pizza 

dinner concluded the first night.
Two workshops were held Sabbath morn-

ing. The first one, conducted by Joe Dob-
son, was about creating godly single men 
and women. In this workshop, singles pre-
sented character traits, communication dos 
and don’ts and practical advice for becom-
ing godly singles. 

The second seminar, conducted by 
Ralph Levy, was based on James 1:27: 
“To Keep Oneself Unspotted From the 
World.”  In this workshop, groups were 
each assigned an everyday scenario and 
had to find a solution by using scriptural 
references. 

Following services, a rose ceremony was 
held in the hotel lobby where each of the 
ladies received a fresh rose by the event 
coordinator. The singles were then picked 
up in one of the world’s largest limousines 
and taken out to dine at a fine Italian res-
taurant. Saturday evening climaxed with a 
dramatic fireworks display over a lake and 
a late stop for cheesecake at the Cheese-
cake Factory. 

Sunday’s activities included a dinosaur 
exhibit and 3D IMAX movie followed by 
a barbecue picnic and volleyball.

 The weekend wrapped up Monday 
afternoon with a mouth-watering fudge-
making demonstration at Chip’s Choco-
late Factory and lunch at the Crayola Cafe.

Another July 4th singles’ weekend is 
now being planned for 2011 in Tulsa, Okla-
homa.

Ruben Gusman

Fort Worth YMCL Begins 
Fourth Year 

The Fort Worth, Texas, Young Men’s 
Christian Leadership kicked off their 
fourth year on Nov. 6, 2010.

Five years ago the pastor, elders, dea-
cons and other leaders in the congrega-
tion came together to create a men’s club 
focused on leadership, deepening friend-
ships, public speaking and, most impor-
tantly, spiritual growth! Their combined 
efforts produced the Young Men’s Chris-
tian Leadership Club (YMCL). YMCL 
is a monthly speaking club for men aged 
18 through 40 with the goal of develop-
ing leaders in the Church to be better 
equipped to serve God and His people in 
the future.  

Club begins with a topics session fol-

Salem brethren enjoy the Thanksgiving potluck that accompanied the congregation’s 
55th anniversary celebration (photo by Sandy Cafourek)

ONLINE
http://kc2010.org

SEE: Photos, video 
clips, guest reviews 
and workshop notes 

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

Randy Stiver, right, holds Connor Dunkle 
as Ed Smith blesses him (photo by 
Elizabeth Cannon)

Attendees of the Kansas City singles’ weekend tour a dinosaur exhibit (Ruben Gusman)
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lowed by a “Defending the Faith” session, 
where two men are asked to present a dif-
ficult scripture that is often used as the 
basis for false doctrines. The first present-
er must provide the correct interpretation 
of the scripture along with other scrip-
tural references to validate the correct 
viewpoint. He must then be prepared to 
answer hard-hitting inquiries from the sec-
ond presenter, the questioner, whose job it 
is to give the common misinterpretations 
or inaccurate viewpoints of the scripture 
being presented.

Typically four speeches are given in the 
second half of club. Each man must give 
a series of 10 speeches during his tenure 
in YMCL—each one more difficult than 
before, all of them building on skills mas-
tered in a previous speech.  

Although not every member of club 
will be asked to give a sermonette in 
church services, all of the men have tre-
mendous opportunities for spiritual and 
personal growth by participating in the 
various activities of YMCL. And while 
a vital part of YMCL is public speaking, 
it goes beyond the mechanics of writ-
ing and delivering a speech—YMCL is a 
place to turn Young Men into Christian 
Leaders!

Michael Whitlark

Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
Ladies Hold First Retreat

The Fort Wayne, Indiana, congregation held 
its first women’s retreat at a bed-and-breakfast 
north of town the weekend of Oct. 30-31, 2010. 
The theme was “CPR: Physical, Spiritual and 
Emotional,” and 20 ladies attended. 

The weekend began after services on 
the Sabbath and by 3:30 p.m. we were 
all checked in, each sharing many beau-
tifully decorated rooms. The afternoon 
began with an opening prayer, hymns led 
by Brenda Wendling and icebreaker ques-
tions provided by Barb Hancock. 

Presenter Melody Moss, visiting from the 
Indianapolis congregation and a registered 

nurse, related this physical 
action of CPR to our spiri-
tual needs of “Care, Prayer 
and Repair”—all of us can 
save a life using these three 
vital factors. We paired off 
and had a five-minute dis-
cussion and exchange of 
prayer needs. The question 
went around the room ask-
ing for example of who may 
have helped or been helped 
by another.

Debbie McNeely shared 
her story of coming to know 
the truth as a young girl and 
how God’s hand was in her 
life and that of her family. 
She invited us all to share 
our stories.

After a dinner of a deli-
cious pizza buffet, we were 

sent down memory lane as we relaxed and 
chatted and then settled in to watch a 
movie before bed. 

On Sunday morning we were treated 
to a lovely breakfast and serenaded by a 
delightful demonstration on a harp by a 
daughter of the owners of the bed-and-
breakfast.

We all learned to make bracelets and 
earrings at a beading class, taught by 
Brenda Wendling and assisted by Deb 
Wolfe. Earring and bracelet kits were pro-
vided for all, as well as the use of craft 
tools and a table full of free cookbooks, 
craft books and other freebies.

Phyllis Minton

Local Church Updates: If your congrega-
tion’s news and events are rarely covered 
in United News, why not check with your 
pastor and write something for him to send 
in? We’re looking for 100- to 300-word 
articles and photographs with captions. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Include 
the author’s and photographer’s names and 
your phone number. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Ladies of the Fort Wayne congregation relax with warm 
fellowship during their first Women’s Retreat, held at a 
bed-and-breakfast (photo by Rowena Goad)

Announcements
Births

Tom and Donna Robinson of the St. 
Louis, Missouri, congregation are happy 
to announce the birth of their second child, 
Micah Christian. Born July 29, 2010, he 

weighed 7 pounds 11 ounces and was 20½ 
inches long. Big sister Annika (she’s 1½ ) loves 
her baby brother. All are doing well and are 
thankful to God for this great blessing.

Javier and Cheryl (Howell) Riquelme 
of Dayton, Ohio, are delighted to 

announce the birth of their daughter, 
Melissa Renee. Melissa was born Oct. 
19, 2010. She weighed 5 pounds 7 ounces 
and was 19½ inches long. Her two big 
sisters, Kimberly and Jennifer, and big 
brother, Michael, are so excited to have 
a little sister to play with. The proud 
grandparents are Clyde and Donna 
Howell of West Milton, Ohio, and Luis 
and Sonia Riquelme of Santiago, Chile.

Engagements
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Morelli and Mr. 

and Mrs. Jim Springer are delighted to 
announce the engagement of their chil-

dren, Gina Morelli and Jim Springer. 
The couple will be married on April 3, 
2011, in Florida.   They both live in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio, where Jim is a civil engi-
neer and Gina works as an accountant.

Weddings
Brandon and Laura Beth Zollner 

were united in marriage on Sunday, 

Jan. 31, 2010, in Nashvil le, Tennes-
see, with a beautiful 12-inch blanket 
of snow on the ground. In spite of the 
unusual and memorable Tennessee 
weather, many were still able to attend; 

and it made for a cozy evening indoors.  
Leigh-Anne Beam served as maid of 
honor to the bride, while Dave Wells, 
brother-in-law of the groom, served as 
best man.  

The groom’s sisters, Kimberly Bru-
nick, Michel le Brunick and Carr ie 
Wells all served as attendants of the 
bride in addition to Samantha Childers, 
sister-in-law of the bride; Katie Caf-
ferky, cousin of the bride, and three 
friends; Erin Tootle, Julie Madewell 
and Liza Palmer.  

The groom was attended by his 
brothers-in-law, Jason and Jon Bru-
nick; his cousins, Brian Ohlendorf, 
Dan Veile and Cory Simpson; brother 
of the bride, Brian Childers, and two 
friends; Taylor Tootle and Steve Betts.  

The couple could not have been hap-
pier, and they are so thankful to their 
parents, Matthew and Diana Zollner and 

Barry and Janie Childers, for making it 
such an incredible weekend.

The couple honeymooned in Hilton 
Head, South Carolina, before settling 
into their new home in O’Fallon, Illinois. 
They currently attend the Troy, Illinois, 
congregation.

Anniversaries
Andy and Jeanne Camera celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary on Sept. 
17. On the Sabbath of Sept. 11, the St. 

Petersburg, Florida, congregation, hon-
ored the couple with a cake. The Cam-
eras were married in Long Island, New 
York, where Andy was working as a New 
York City police department detective. 
They began attending the Church of God 
in 1976. 

After Andy retired, they moved to 
Pinehurst, North Carolina, for 10 years 
before settling in Clearwater, Florida. 
They have two children, a boy and a 
girl, and four grandchildren. Their son, 
Mark, is an architect living in New Melissa Renee Riquelme

Micah Christian Robinson

Jim Springer and Gina Morelli

Brandon and Laura Beth Zollner

Andy and Jeanne Camera
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Jersey. Their daughter, Dawn, lives in 
Tampa, Florida. Their words of wisdom 
for getting along are: “God gave us two 
ears and one mouth, so use them in that 
proportion.”

Obituaries
William (Bill) Leonard, 59, died peace-

fully Nov. 9, 2010, from a sudden heart 

attack. He was surrounded by family 
and friends as he took his last breath.

He was a true servant of God, always 
pointing people to the Bible for answers 
to life and its questions.  He followed 
the command of teaching his four chil-
dren God’s Word as they grew. He truly 
lived the example of God’s way of life; 
all four of his children are members of 
God’s Church.

Bill graduated from Imperial, Big 
Sandy, Texas in 1969. In 1974 he mar-
ried the love of his life, Linda Bailey. 
They moved from Texas to Michigan to 
be closer to Linda’s parents in 1978. Bill 
and Linda have four children that love 
them both very much. In the last months 
of his life he even “adopted” the Cnossen 
family as his own.

Bill was a bus driver for the past seven 
years for special-needs children. It was 
a job he loved and cherished. He always 
talked about what a great blessing it will 
be to see “his kids” healed and running 
around in God’s Kingdom. 

The memorial service was held on 
Nov. 13, 2010. The service was conducted 
by Gary McConnaughey, pastor of the 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, congregation 
and Bill’s brother-in-law, Fred Kellers 
from Nashville, Tennessee. The service 
was standing-room only. His family was 
very comforted knowing Bill touched 
many in his life. 

Bill is survived by his wife of 36 years, 
Linda; his four children, Alicia (Josh) 
Wollan, Anna Leonard, Alison Leon-
ard and Christopher (Amber) Leonard; 
a grandson Leroy; his mother, Martha 
Leonard; sisters, Lucretia Kellers and 
Elaine Mitchell; brothers, Ben, David 
and Allen.

He was preceded in death by his father, 
BC Leonard; his oldest sister, Martha 
Cleveland; and granddaughter, Georgia 
Wollan.

Bill will be missed by all his brothers 
and sisters in the faith who have come 
to know him and love him for his heart 
of service. 

Helen Alene Snyder, 78, of Big Sandy, 
Texas, died early Wednesday morning, 
June 16 due to a lengthy illness.

She was born in Sterling, Oklahoma, 
Feb. 4, 1932, and was the 11th of 14 chil-
dren born to Lee Franklin and Della Ten-
nessee McCarter Sims. They were a farm-
ing family who traveled throughout the 
South, primarily picking cotton.

Times were hard; and when most of her 
siblings reached the age of 5, they were 
sent to the field to pick cotton from sun-
rise to sundown. Helen recalled picking 
cotton until her hands bled. She left home 
at the age of 15 and worked as a house-
keeper, nanny and telephone operator.

In 1951, at the age of 19, she married 
Leonard Smith. They had two children, 
Lenora Jean and Leonard Gregory. The 
marriage ended in divorce in 1959, and 
she moved to Big Sandy, Texas, where she 

resided until her death on June 16, 2010.
On April 23, 1963, Helen married John 

Snyder of Bay City, Texas, and had her 
third child, Johnny Snyder III. They resid-
ed in Big Sandy where the family operated 

the Ambassador College dairy for several 
years.

As a member of the Worldwide Church 
of God, she dedicated her life as a volun-
teer caregiver—cleaning houses, cooking, 
sewing and doing just about anything for 
anyone in need in and out of her religious 
affiliation. Helen also spent many years 
serving as a midwife in the East Texas 
area. She owned and operated Vita-Nook 
Health Food Store in Big Sandy, Texas, in 
the 1980s and early 1990s.

She is survived by four sisters and a 
brother; her children, Lenora Feeney, 
Leonard Gregory Smith and Johnny Sny-
der III. Helen had six grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. 

Helen was buried on Thursday, June 17 
followed by a service on Sunday conduct-
ed by family.

Ora B. Pflueger, 88, died June 24, 2010. 
She was a member of the Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, congregation and had attend-
ed since 1982 until health problems pre-
vented such. She was baptized in January 
1983. 

She was married to John Pflueger in Jan-
uary 1941, and they had four daughters, 
Aloma, Beverly, Janet and Betty, and four 
sons, John, Paul, Dwight and Ron. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, John, in 
November 2001 and her daughters, Janet 
(in 2009) and Aloma (in 2010). She also is 
survived by 19 grandchildren and 24 great-
grandchildren.

Ora loved to sew and cook, and she made 
most of her church clothes. She always 
loved learning more about God’s plan for 
mankind. She had a lot of health problems 
during her life, but she always relied on 
God for her strength.

She will be deeply missed by both her 
physical family and her Church family. As 
her son Dwight put it, “We will deeply miss 

her. We were so blessed of God to have this 
wonderful mother He provided for us. We 
long for and look forward to this time when 
we can be with her and God’s other chil-
dren in His eternal Kingdom. We love 
her dearly.”

Roger West conducted the funeral.

Announcements: Members are welcome 
to submit announcements of the births, 
engagements, weddings, significant anniver-
saries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) and obituaries in 
their families. Please include a self-addressed 
envelope if you would like photos returned. 
Most items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give them to your local pastor to 
forward to United News.

Charles E. Whetson, Jr., 89, an 
elder serving in the Youngstown, 
Ohio, congregation, died Oct. 25, 
2010. During his long and fulf illing 
life, Mr. Whetson never seemed to 
be without a smile on his face and 
cheer in his heart. He began reading 
The Plain Truth and listening to The 
World Tomorrow broadcast in the late 
1950s and was baptized in September 
of 1961 in Akron, Ohio. 

He would travel to Akron for services 
and to Pittsburgh for Holy Days and 
leadership training. When a congrega-
tion was established in Youngstown, he 
became a founding member there. Mr. 
Whetson was ordained a deacon in 1965 
and an elder in November of 1977, faith-

fully obeying God and serving the breth-
ren for nearly 50 years.

Faithful service was one of the out-
standing traits that characterized Mr. 
Whetson’s life. As a faithful employee, 
Mr. Whetson worked for 59 years at 
Phoenix Electric where he serviced elec-
tric motors and repaired welding equip-
ment until his retirement at age 80. He 
only retired because the company closed 
their welding repair division!

The last few years he spent much of 
his time training those who would even-
tually replace him. Sharing his knowl-
edge with others was something he found 
great fulfillment in doing.

Faithful service also characterized his 
family life. He and his wife, Mary, mar-
ried in 1943, had been married for 61 
years before her death separated them 
in 2004. Mary was blind for many of 
their years together, and Charles faith-
fully cared for her needs. He read out 
loud to her for decades so that in spite 
of her inability to read she would still 
be able to have the knowledge of God’s 
truth. 

As her health declined, Mr. Whetson 
cared for her daily needs. When he could 
no longer care for her at home, he would 
visit her every day in the nursing home 
and feed her all her meals. Mr. Whet-
son often spoke lovingly of his children, 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
and delighted in their visits.

Faithful serv ice cer tain ly char-
acterized Mr. Whetson’s life in the 
faith. The Whetson home was always 
a place of warmth, food and encour-
aging fellowship. Mr. Whetson could 
always be counted upon to offer help 
and guidance to anyone in need. 

As he dutifully carried out the office 
of deacon for a dozen years, God called 
him to the office of elder. For 33 years 
Mr. Whetson faithfully served in this 
role—speaking, visiting, anointing and 
counseling. The foundation of his ser-
vice to others was his relationship with 
God. In his 80s he enjoyed listening to the 
recordings of the Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter classes and sharing his new knowledge 
and understanding with others.

Mr. Whetson is survived by three daugh-
ters, Sueann Henderson and her husband 
George, Margon Chabot, and Gail Marie 
Iacobucci and her husband Bob; one 
brother, Lawrence Whetson; a daughter-
in-law, Judith Whetson; five grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren. 

We are thankful for our time together 
with Mr. Whetson this side of the res-
urrection. We look forward to spending 
time enjoying his joyful personality after 
the return of Jesus Christ in the King-
dom of God.

Tribute Charles Whetson

Mary and Charles Whetson

Linda and Bill Leonard

Helen Snyder

Ora Pflueger
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On Dec. 7, David Baker, David Treybig 
and Michael Blackwell also resigned 
from the Council. 

“The normal way 
that vacancies are 
f illed,” Bill Edding-
t o n ,  c h a i r m a n 
of the Roles and 
Rules Commit tee, 
explained, “is that 
those who were on 
the ballot but were 
not successful at the 
most recent election 
at the GCE’s annual 
meeting, come on in 
accordance with the 
number of votes they 
receive during that 
balloting process.” 
Roy Holladay and 
Victor Kubik were 
two such candidates 
who replaced two of 
the four men who 
resigned. Joel Meek-
er was also offered a 

position on the Council, but he declined. 
Mr. Eddington went on to say, “We 

have used up all of the people who…
were considered for Council positions at 
the May GCE meeting. We do not have 
a recognized way of appointing a 12th 
member at this time.”

After discussion, the Council unani-
mously supported the option to operate 
with 10 members until the next selection 
process and to offer an amendment to 
Bylaw 8.4.3 recording the process for fill-
ing Council vacancies for balloting at the 
next GCE annual meeting.

Jorge de Campos

Media Operations 
Manager Reports 
Progress to Council

The Media and Communications 
Services Department has undertaken 
a special advertising campaign on 
Google for the Spanish work, reported 
operation manager Peter Eddington 
to the Council on Dec. 6. The Buenas 
Noticias (Spanish Good News) subscrip-
tion list had dropped from the earlier 
20,000 to approximately 9,000 to 10,000 
because we could not gather all the 
subscriber addresses. In merely 14 days 
of advertising on the Web we have 
added over 10,000 subscribers! The cost 
per response (CPR) was at about half 
of the English-language advertising 
cost. Most of the responses came from 
Mexico, Colombia, Chile, Argentina and 
Bolivia. 

Due to the annual Good News renewal 
program, our GN print run has dropped 
to 350,000 from the previous 550,000. 

With the lower print run, we are able 
to increase our advertising a little more 
now. We have started in Australia and 
Eastern Europe and will in due course 
add other areas.

The top booklet request is The Ten 
Commandments booklet; in the last 12 
months we had 14,621 requests. The 
next booklets are Understanding Bible 
Prophecy (8,544) and The Church Jesus 
Built (5,700).

A strong endorsement we are get-
ting is that some churches 
are writing to us for mul-
tiple copies, as they want 
to hand out our book-
lets in their Bible studies 
as a study aid to teach 
their congregations. For 
instance, a church leader 
who is going to give pre-
sentations to four differ-
ent Presbyterian churches 
requested 200 copies of 
the Holidays or Holy Days 
booklet. He is going to 
expose the fallacies about 
Christmas!

The Beyond Today program 
response is growing very 
encouragingly. There are no 
Nielsen ratings for Sunday 
morning religious broadcast-
ing, but our estimates (best guess based 
on past programming) are 1 to 1.2 million 
people in our audience. 

Jorge de Campos

Council of Elders 
Restructures 
Committees

On Dec. 8 Chairman Melvin Rhodes 
called on Bill Eddington, who started 
his discussion reviewing the Council 
committees’ membership in light of 
the changed composition of Council 
members (see “New Council Members 
Appointed”). The conclusion of the dis-
cussion was that the committees will be 
populated as follows:

Doctrine Committee: Bob Berendt 
(chair), Roy Holladay and Vic Kubik.

Employment Committee: Scott Ash-
ley (in the process of structuring scope 
and responsibilities).

Ethics Committee:  Mario Seiglie 
(chair), Scott Ashley, Darris McNeely and 
Robin Webber.

E x e c u t i ve  Co m m i t t e e :  M e l v i n 
Rhodes (chair), Aaron Dean, Vic Kubik 
and Darris McNeely.

Media Committee:  Darris McNeely 
(chair), Bill Eddington, Scott Ashley and 
Mario Seiglie.

Roles and Rules Committee: Bill 
Eddington (chair), Bob Berendt, Aaron 
Dean and Roy Holladay.

Strategic Planning and Finance: 
Robin Webber (chair), Scott Ashley, Vic 
Kubik and Aaron Dean.

Jorge de Campos

Free Bible Study 
Guides Site Attracts 
94,000 Visitors in 
First Year

We were happy to greet more than 
94,000 unique visitors in the first year 
of the Free Bible Study Guides Web site. 
Many people returned, with more than 
43,000 repeat sessions for a total of 
138,000 visits as of Dec. 17. Compared 

to the first six months, the average daily 
sessions increased 42 percent to 464 a 
day. The average session is 5 minutes 
and 22 seconds.

We have posted 53 lessons and 175 of 
the short studies we call “3 Bible Tips.” 
We hope to post another 16 lessons 
soon, and dozens more are planned.

So far, 43 lessons and four of the “3 
Bible Tips” have been viewed over 1,000 
times. The most viewed lesson is the 
first one in the “Armor of God” series 
with 13,716 views. 

More than 31,000 searches led peo-
ple to the Free Bible Study Guides site. 
The top search term was “breastplate 
of righteousness” with 1,210 searches.

Currently 580 people have sub-
scribed to our Free Bible Study 
Guides e-mail update. So far, we have 
received more than 400 questions 
and comments from readers, and we 
have responded to almost all of them.

Mike Bennett

Media Department 
Reports on Print 
Advertising From 
1999 to 2011

Through God’s help and guid-
ance, the United Church of God 
has employed an extensive array of 
advertising vehicles to preach the 
gospel of God’s Kingdom. These have 
included Good News radio broad-
casts, radio and television spot ads, 
Beyond Today television programs, 
numerous Internet promotions and 
a wide range of print advertising 
methods.

Print advertising has included 
the distribution of The Good News 
through waiting room and news-
stand distribution, card pack inserts, 
space ads in newspapers and maga-
zines, direct mail, package inserts, 
co-op mailers, “take-one” brochures 
and booklet and gift copy inserts in 
The Good News. 

A variety of colorful brochures 
and inserts have been produced 
to attract, challenge and educate 
potential subscribers.

From 1999 to the end of this fis-
cal year the Church will have placed 
118,131,122 of these creative pieces 
in U.S. households. This 12-year cam-
paign has resulted in 954,562 sub-
scribers being added to the Good 
News f iles at an average cost of close 
to $3.50 each. Besides that, nearly 
the same number of booklets has 
been mailed to these new subscrib-
ers, many of whom subsequently 
requested additional pieces of litera-
ture. 

John LaBissoniere

Little Rock and 
Memphis to Celebrate 
50th Anniversary

The Little Rock, Arkansas, and 
Memphis, Tennessee, congregations 
will be celebrating their 50th anni-
versaries together on July 9, 2011. The 
celebration will be held in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. If you would like to join us 
and be a part of this special event or if 
you would like to find out more infor-
mation, please contact Fred Nance by 
e-mail at fred_nance@ucg.org. 

Also those who wish to contribute 
pictures or share information on the 
history of the congregation, please 
e-mail them to Lonnie Blankenship, 
339 Randall Dr., Jacksonville, AR 72076.

Please be sure to list which con-
gregation the pictures correspond to 
as well as a short description of the 
photos.

Fred Nance

Teens Invited to “The 
Time of Our Lives”

The Dallas teens invite you to “The 
Time of Our Lives” on Saturday night, 
March 19, 2011, from 6 to 11 p.m. at 
the Southfork Hotel. This is our 10th 
annual Regional Teen Formal, and 
all teens are invited. The cost for the 
evening is $30 per person, which 
includes dinner and dancing! For 
those families interested in staying at 
the Southfork Hotel, the room rate is 
$69 per night plus tax. Please contact 
the hotel directly for a reservation. 
Their website is www.southforkhotel.
com. Check www.ucg-dallas.org\
teens after Jan. 1 for more details 
including dress code guidelines.

Tim Smith

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

Victor Kubik

Roy Holladay
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■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On Jan. 3, Internet managing editor 
Aaron Booth reported the following 
exciting stats for UCG Web activity:
30,142 total Facebook fans. 
7,728 total Twitter followers.
575 videos posted on YouTube.
1,466,097 video views on YouTube. 
183 Bible FAQs posted. 
738,290 Bible FAQs views. 
315 e-mail campaigns (This Is 
the Way, UCG Weekly Update, GN 
Newsletter, WNP E-news) sent. 
476,783 clicks to our websites 
generated by e-mail campaigns.
31,006 booklet downloads from 
Apple’s iBookstore. 
 
■ Booklets Available for E-Book 
Readers
Internet managing editor Aaron 
Booth reported that we are 
projected to have all United Church 
of God booklets in mobile formats 
for various e-book readers by the 
end of January.
The booklets will appear in two 
formats to accommodate as many 
e-book readers as possible. Booklets 
in ePub format will work with all 
Apple devices, Barnes and Noble’s 
Nook and Nook Color, the Sony 
Reader and the Kobo, to name a few. 

Those in mobi format will work with 
Amazon’s Kindle as well as any mobile 
phone that has a mobi e-book reader. 
In order to download booklets in 
mobile format, go to www.ucg.org/
booklets and click on either of the 
two links that appear at the top of 
the page to find booklets in ePub 
and mobi format. 
Millions of e-book readers, tablets 
and other mobile reading devices 
have been sold, and that number is 
only expected to increase. With our 

booklets in e-book format, we can 
reach a worldwide audience at no 
cost besides the time it takes for the 
Web team to convert the booklets to 
mobile formats. 
■ Beyond Today Airing Schedule
Jan. 2-8 “Why Do Governments Fail?” 
with presenter Gary Petty.
Jan. 9-15 “The Moment After You Die” 
with presenter Darris McNeely.
Jan. 16-22 “Solving the Israel and Arab 
Conflict” with presenter Gary Petty.
Jan. 23-29 “Fate, Fortune and Your 
Future” with presenter Steve Myers.
Jan. 30-Feb. 5 “Family Destiny” with 
presenter Steve Myers.

■ Good News January-February 
Issue Goes to Press
The January-February Good News 
tackles a question we should 
all be asking ourselves: “Do You 
Understand the Signs of the Times?”
Everywhere we look, it seems, we see 
dangerous and growing problems. 
Economic issues dominate the 
headlines, with millions of people 
out of work and government debt 
skyrocketing. The ugly conflicts 
in Iraq and Afghanistan continue. 
Terrorist threats unnerve us. 
Where is it leading? Does Bible 
prophecy provide any answers?

The articles in this issue address 
these problems.
Our regular “World News and Trends” 
feature does our annual look at the 
state of the world looking ahead to 
the year 2011. Last but not least, our 
youth article for teen and young 
adult readers covers another key 
issue: “Is the Bible Still Relevant?”

Featured Link
■ Council of Elders
http://coe.ucg.org

Go to the Council of Elders website to 
read full Council reports and watch 
videos from quarterly meetings. You 
can also find Council member bios 
and send messages to them using the 

“Contact the Council” feature.
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices

The Salt Lake City, Utah, congregation will host its annual 
winter ski weekend, held over the Martin Luther King week-
end,  Jan. 15-16, 2011. The Martin Luther King weekend has 
proven to be an excellent weekend for skiing in terms of limit-
ed crowds on the slopes. Discount ski tickets are available, but 
please e-mail us ahead of time. Sabbath services will begin at 
2 p.m. and will be followed by a potluck meal provided by the 
local brethren. Saturday evening there will be family games 
and skiing all day Sunday.

Sabbath services will be held at the Best Western CottonTree Inn in North Salt City, 1030 North 
400 East,  North Salt Lake, Utah. The phone number is (801) 292-7666. The motel is located off 
the Woods Cross exit on I-15, (Exit 315), just north of the I-15/I-215 interchange. Contact Steve 
Nutzman by e-mail at steve_nutzman@ucg.org or by phone at (208) 463-4234.

Steve Nutzman

Salt Lake City Plans Winter Ski 
Weekend, Jan. 15-16

Jan. 14-16, 2011: Women’s Enrichment Weekend, Garden Grove, California, 
area, http://garden-grove.ucg.org.

Jan. 15-16, 2011: Salt Lake City, Utah, ski weekend, steve_nutzman@ucg.org.
Feb. 18-20: Young Adults’ Weekend, Houston, Texas, http://houston-north.

ucg.org.
March 19-20: Dallas Regional Teen Formal and Basketball Weekend.
April 18: Passover (service previous evening).
April 19-25: Days of Unleavened Bread.
April 23: 50th anniversary celebration, Wichita, Kansas.
May 15-16: General Conference of Elders annual meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio.
June 6-10: ABC Continuing Education Seminar, Cincinnati, Ohio.
June 12: Pentecost.
July 9: Little Rock, Arkansas, and Memphis, Tennessee, 50th anniversary.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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