
■ After several months of renovation and staff 
certification, the kitchen in the home office has 
been approved for commercial use.
by Sabrina Clore

The home office commercial kitchen was completed on 
Feb. 23, 2011, passing the health department inspection 
with f lying colors! Now open for meals during the week, 
the kitchen provides fresh home-cooked meals prepared 
by certified kitchen manager Connie Sipes and her ABC 
kitchen helpers Emily Hirst and Evan Anderson.

A main catalyst for remodeling the kitchen was to pro-
vide ABC students with a healthy breakfast and lunch 
every day.

Uses for the Commercial Kitchen
The new kitchen facility benefits the Church not only 

by providing ABC meals, but meals for the Council of 

BY THE NUMBERS

“Kingdom of God” 
Bible Seminars to Be 
Offered to the Public

As reported during the ministerial 
conference on Feb. 1, a joint project 
between Ministerial and Member Ser-
vices and Media and Communications 
Services is being planned in the form 
of public Bible seminars.

Starting during the summer of 2011, 
the Church will schedule public semi-
nars in 50 U.S. cities where we have a 
healthy Good News magazine subscrib-
er list and an established United Church 
of God congregation.

Though some elements may change 
as the program develops, the overall 
plan at this point is as follows:

The Good News Kingdom of God Sem-
inars will be held every four months 
simultaneously in 50 U.S. locations. (In 
addition, international offices may be 
able to “piggyback” off the U.S. media 
and advertising effort, especially since 
the Sabbath seminar will be advertised 
in the Good News magazine and on our 
website.) 

They will be advertised via The Good 
News, the Internet and our Beyond Today 
television program. The seminars will 
consist of three 50-minute segments 
in a seminar format to be held on the 
Sabbath, with members serving a light 
lunch and interacting with the public. 
This format was used successfully in 
2008 in Brisbane and Melbourne, Aus-
tralia, with 200 nonmembers in atten-
dance.

The content will adhere closely to 
Jesus Christ ’s gospel of the Kingdom 
message as outlined in Mark 1:14-15: 
“Now after John was put in prison, Jesus 
came to Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God, and saying, 
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God is at hand. Repent, and believe 
in the gospel.’” 

There will be four campaigns, each 
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Feast of Tabernacles Sites Announced
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■ Both new and familiar U.S. 
sites will be offered this year for 
the Feast of Tabernacles.      
by Charles Melear

Plans for the 2011 Feast of Taberna-
cles forge ahead. In the United States 

we will have all of the traditional sites 
with a couple of new sites being add-
ed. A number of new international 
sites will be offered as well.

We humbly look to God to direct 
us to locations where He wants 
His name placed. As we pursue 
appropr iate Feast s it e s ,  doors 
sometimes open and then quickly 

close. It can be frustrating, but 
the question must be asked, “Did 
God intervene?” Two great offers 
in the Southwest were made last 
year. The facil ities made an offer 
and a verbal agreement, but before 
we could go to contract, circum-

See “Feast sites,” page 5
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by José Israel Robledo

With much gratitude for the 
mercy of Almighty God, we were 
able to conduct youth camp Dec. 
21 to 23, 2010. A total of 22 camp-
ers, 12 girls and 10 boys, were in 
attendance. Together, we enthusi-
astically made the trip to the Loma 
Farm in Chimaltenango where we 
had camp. God indeed provided 
us a place full of life, charm and 
peace to carry out the activity. 

Campers traveled 200 kilome-
ters (123 miles) from the city of 
San Marcos; 150 kilometers (93 
miles) from Quetzaltenango; and 
50 kilometers (31 miles) from Gua-
temala City in order to receive 
God’s instruction.  

To achieve our goals, we devel-
oped a program with many activi-
ties. On the first day we had a 
discussion on responsibilities of 
young people within the Church. At 
sunset we took torches and hiked 
up a hill where we saw the city of 
Chimaltenango, which we could 
admire by the light of the radiant 
moon that God our Creator gave 
us. 

On the second day we pro-
vided time for individual studies 
on the topic of conversing with 
Jesus Christ. The campers were 

provided a study guide, and we 
then discussed what everyone 
discovered in his or her study at 
a meeting in the afternoon. The 
youth expressed their comments, 
concerns and the approach of the 
questions pertaining to the topic. 

The next lecture scheduled was 
on the theme of music and the 
youth, presented by Fernando 
Solórzano. Subjects of other talks 
included applying real values in 
life, presented by Oscar Quemé, 
which emphasized cultivating and 
developing values such as hones-
ty, love, responsibility, humility, 

respect, punctuality, tolerance, 
solidarity, discipline and freedom. 

We also had soccer games, 
endurance events and a talent 
night, where we enjoyed the abili-
ties, skills and ingenuity of all the 
participants. 

Several married couples volun-
teered to help guide, advise and 
care for the young people, which 
allowed the camp to run smoothly. 

At camp the young people shared 
attitudes of unity, friendship and 
understanding. It was with a mix-
ture of joy and sadness that we pro-
ceeded to leave camp on Dec. 23.  UN

by Daniela Medina

This year’s youth camp in 
Chile was held at Camp Nazka, 
located in the town of Guana-
queros. Shortly before the start 
of camp, the campsite suffered 
a major fire that destroyed two 
thirds of the total area of the 
place, burning and destroying 

the beautiful f lora and fauna. 
The f ire also threatened to 
reach places as dangerous as gas 
tanks and electrical generators. 
Thankfully, they were not dam-
aged. 

The total attendance was 30 
teens who participated in vari-
ous activities, such as Bible stud-
ies, group dynamics, dances and 

a crafts workshop in which each 
student designed and painted a 
T-shirt. 

Being close to the beach, we 
enjoyed a sunny day playing some 
recreational games in the sand 
on the seashore. The Bible stud-
ies were very rich, all led by our 
minister, Jaime Gallardo, with 
the participation of several of 
the youth. They discussed moti-
vational and doctrinal issues, 
with scriptural support and some 
practical recommendations that 
were very helpful. 

One night we had a forum to 
talk about the crisis facing the 
Church for the last time, which 
was very comforting, since many 
of us realized that we are not the 
only ones who have lost friends 
or have been crying in the past 
months. 

In general, the camp thrived in 
a pleasant atmosphere of support 
and collaboration. 

We hope to continue enjoying 
these activities, which uplift the 
spirit and fill us with fond memo-
ries.  UN

Chilean Teens Participate in 
Uplifting Beachside Camp

Campers From Across Guatemala 
Attend Spiritually Focused Camp

AROUND THE WORLD
news from

AROUND THE WORLD
news from

UCG–British Isles 
Appoints New CEO

British Isles National Council 
chairman David Fenney has been 
requested by the National Council 
and the British ministry to assume 
the position of interim chief 
executive officer, replacing Peter 
Hawkins. Other pastoral changes 
in the area have taken immedi-
ate effect. David Fenney will pas-
tor Preston. Frank Jarvis will pas-
tor Central London. And Gerhard 
Marx will pastor Bricket Wood. All 
other pastoral assignments are 
unchanged. Jan Schroeder has also 
been appointed office manager.

British Isles Feast 
Site in Winchester 
Approved

As previously announced, this 
year’s Feast of Tabernacles in 
the British Isles will be held at 
the  Guildhall in Winchester, Eng-
land. Recently Frank and Dot Jar-
vis, Gerhard and Diana Marx  and 
Steven Moschidis visited the 
Guildhall for a planning  meeting 
with staff there. 

 The Guildhall has been beauti-
fully refurbished. The entrance is 
now at street level into the Lower 
Ground Floor  where the rest of 
the building can be accessed by 
elevator.  The Walton Suite is on 
the third floor and consists  of 
a room that will hold over 100 
people. The Conference Cham-
ber, which  we have used before, 
is a tiered room that is ideal for  a 
DVD presentation.  

The Wintonian Suite is adja-
cent to the Conference Chamber 
and can be divided to make two 
areas. It should prove ideal  for 
our social functions.  The ambi-
ance is far superior to that of our 
previous years at the Guildhall, 
and it  will prove to be a very sat-
isfactory venue.

Jan Schroeder

Russian-Language 
Department Building 
New Website

The Russian-language depart-
ment is currently preparing a new 
UCG website.

Twelve Bible Study Course les-
sons were translated into Russian 
a few years ago, but now Natasha 
Weatherhead, Russian-language 
employee, is checking the text of 

all the lessons before placing them 
on the website. Two members from 
the Elmira, New York, congrega-
tion, Judy Sieker and Carolyn Bark-
er, will then complete the layout for 
the Russian literature. 

Every week Natasha receives 
requests for literature from 
Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Esto-
nia, Latvia and Lithuania. She 
also receives letters from U.S. 
residents, who are usually older 
people who emigrated from the 
Soviet Union and are oftentimes 
people who observe the Sabbath. 
Sometimes the letters are long 
and handwritten, with very inter-
esting stories about how they 
came to their faith in God. All of 
them are reading UCG literature 
that has been translated into Rus-
sian.

UCG-Germany 
Prints Expanded 
Fundamental 
Beliefs Booklet

The United Church of God in 
Germany recently printed the 
booklet Fundamental Beliefs of 
the United Church of God. This is 
the 22nd booklet to be printed 
by UCG-Germany.

A short form of the fundamen-
tal beliefs booklet has been avail-
able since 1995. However, we did 
not begin work on the expanded 
version of the booklet (including 
the supplementary explanation) 
until 2007. 

The expanded version was 
translated and then first pub-
lished in installments in the Ger-
man United News, with the first 
installment published in Decem-
ber 2007, and the last installment 
published in Feb. 2009. Then the 
booklet was typeset in our stan-
dard booklet format and given to 
our volunteer proofreaders and 
style checkers for their edits. It 
took over a year with two revi-
sions before the final version of 
the booklet was ready to go to 
the printer. 

In the final version, several of 
the original fundamental belief 
statements were edited slightly 
for better readability, with the 
original meaning remaining 
unchanged. One of our mem-
bers then suggested adding our 
Church seal to the cover of the 
booklet. We had used the seal in 
printing our hymnal in Septem-
ber 2009. The color version of the 
seal fits well with the background 
for the cover, and we may do this 
for a couple of the other booklets 
as well. 

When I announced that the 
booklet had been printed, one of 
the proofreaders remarked, “That 
was a difficult birth!”

Paul Kieffer

INTERNATIONAL

INTERNATIONAL

Campers and staff at the camp in Chimaltenango, Guatemala

Campers enjoy a sunny day at the beach
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Chris Rowland was born 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
grew up in the Indianapolis 
congregation, attending with 
his parents and younger sister. 
He was baptized in June 1993, 
and has served the Lafayette, 
Indiana, congregation since 
1997 under pastor Victor 
Kubik. He has coordinated 
the congregation’s sound and 
webcasting team for many 
years and has served several 
terms as chairman for their 
local church council. Mr. 
Rowland was ordained a dea-
con in June 2005 and ordained 
an elder in February 2011.

In 1994 Chris met Kather-
ine Miller at the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in Keystone, Colora-
do. They were married in July 
1995. The Rowlands have two 
sons. Steven is beginning high 
school in the fall, and Andrew 
will be starting middle school. 
Mrs. Rowland is completing 
a degree in library technical 
services. She worked in the 
public library system for 10 
years and for the past two 
years has been the media 
center clerk at an elementary 
school.

Some of Chris and Kather-
ine’s favorite activities have 
been singing in the choir, 
playing board games with 
friends and taking the fam-
ily on long road trips to see 
unusual attractions.

Chris was valedictorian of 
his high school and graduated 
from Wabash College summa 
cum laude with a degree in 
mathematics, computer sci-
ence and French. He worked 
as a computer programmer 
for 17 years. Mr. Rowland was 
hired in Jan. 2011 to work full-
time at the home office of the 
United Church of God as the 
administrator for Ministerial 
and Member Services, assist-
ing Mr. Kubik. The Rowlands 
will be relocating to the Cin-
cinnati area this summer.

On the wide range of 
responsibilities that comprise 
Ministerial and Member Ser-
vices, Mr. Rowland comment-
ed, “I enjoy the challenge of 
working through new tasks 
each day. I have been able to 
draw on a lot of past work 
and volunteer experience in 
ways that I had not expect-
ed. As someone new to home 

office operations and also to 
the ministry, I hope to offer a 
fresh vantage point to analyze 
and streamline our processes. 
But more than anything, I am 
humbled by the responsibil-
ity of serving and meeting the 
needs of God’s people—our 
ministry and membership.

 “Our members are being 
asked to become more 

involved in the Church—
many are assuming new roles 
and accepting additional 
responsibilities. If we labor 
together, committed to serv-
ing God and one another in 
an attitude of love and hum-
ble Christlike service, the 
Church will be strengthened 
and God will use us to per-
form a mighty work.”  UN

We read in James 2:20 that “faith 
without works is dead.” James also says, 
“Show me your faith without your works, 
and I will show you my faith by my 
works” (verse 18). What kind of “works” 
does this mean? You can’t go buy faith. 
You can’t have faith by wishing for it. 
You can’t earn faith. So how does God 
know if you really have faith?

Although this is a huge subject, let’s 
focus in on one aspect of faith—patience. 
I often adapt what James wrote by say-
ing, “Show me your faith without your 
patience, and I will show you my faith by 
my patience.” Can one really have faith 
without patience? I think not. 

Challenging situations prove our faith. 
When an outcome occurs that you do not 
want but cannot control, how you handle 
it proves your faith. All too often men have 
taken matters into their own hands. In 
things that are not normal or routine, God 
expects us to wait for Him. “Do not say, ‘I 
will recompense evil’; wait for the Lord, 
and He will save you” (Proverbs 20:22).

If you don’t always have the faith to 
wait for God, don’t feel too bad. You join 
a list of many other people who lacked 
patience at time—people who tried to 
do it their own way. Some we read of 
lacked patience and never repented, such 

as King Saul of Israel, who sacrificed 
animals without waiting for the rightful 
authority (Samuel) to do the godly sacri-
fice. Saul just couldn’t wait and decided 
to do it himself.

Godly men have also failed at times in 
this aspect of faith. I have always found 
it interesting that “the father of the faith-
ful,” Abraham, lacked patience to wait 
on God to do it God’s way. God had 
promised him and Sarah a son, yet they 
decided they had to help God. Thus was 
born Ishmael.

How many times do we fail to wait 
for God and end up producing our own 
Ishmaels? Hopefully the outcome of our 

lack of patience—and therefore lack of 
faith—does not affect history the way 
Abraham’s solution did. Even so, the out-
come of our lack of patience is never faith 
building till after we have recognized and 
repented of our failure.

Thankfully, our Father in heaven 
knows us all too well and forgives us eas-
ily when we repent. We usually have to 
live with the “Ishmaels” we create, but 
they don’t have to keep us from the King-
dom. Remember that Christ is in charge 
of His Church—and your life if you let 
Him—and if you truly have patience to 
trust Him, you can be sure your patience 
will prove your faith.  UN 

Patience and Faith

Katherine and Chris Rowland
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by Darren Henke

It’s 2 p.m., and after another day of 
work at the Young Muslim Women’s 
Association I’m on my way home. Half 
an hour from the center, the bus turns to 
the right off a main road and up a steep 
hill, the other side of which is my favorite 
part of the ride. Once we crest the hill, 
an amazing panorama comes into view. 
Descending steeply into a deep valley, 
this is the first of many high hills that 
drop unevenly, one after another, from 
the mountainous country around Amman 
to the distant Jordan valley. 

One can just make out the high silhou-
ette of the mountains of Israel on the oth-

er side of the 
Jordan Val-
ley. The sight 
is beautiful, 
yet something 
mars its beau-
ty. With the 
exception of 
the occasion-
al olive grove, 
the rare field 
or the thin 

green line surrounding the Jordan River, 
everything is a dull and lifeless brown. A 
few minutes later, the bus turns another 
corner and the view is lost, but I continue 
thinking on what I’ve seen.  

Today, most of the Holy Land is desert 
or semidesert, but it hasn’t always been 
that way. After arriving in the land of 
Canaan, Abraham spent a great deal 
of time living at a place called Mamre, 
which my Bible margin points out means 
“fatness” (Genesis 13:18). At that time the 
land was “fat” enough to support Abra-
ham, his many servants and a multitude 
of livestock. 

Some decades later, we find that Jacob 

returns to the same general area with 
livestock and gives his brother Esau, who 
lived in the land of Edom, many of these 
animals (Genesis 32:13-15). The land of 
Edom, located in the southwest of mod-
ern-day Jordan, is now almost completely 
barren with no natural vegetation; how-
ever, in Esau’s day conditions must have 
been better, otherwise a gift of livestock, 
doomed to starvation, would have seemed 
a cruel joke.

Fast-forward a couple hundred years. 
As God prepares to lead the Israelites 
out of Egypt and into the land of Canaan, 
notice what He says about the land: “I 
have come down to deliver [Israel] out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring 
them up from that land to a good and 
large land, to a land f lowing with milk 
and honey” (Exodus 3:8). 

Also, read Joshua chapters 12 and 13 
and notice the long lists of kings and cit-
ies conquered on both sides of the Jordan 
River. A land of deserts, as exists today, 
couldn’t possibly have supported that 
many people.

From Promised Land to Desert
So what happened to the Promised 

Land to turn it from abundance to des-
ert? One may point out the thousands of 
years of continuous habitation and the 
strain that agriculture and industry put 
on the land. One may also point out the 
devastation from the many wars that 
were waged for control of the land. One 
might also (as a tour guide of ours did) 
point to the deforestation in more mod-
ern times caused by the building of the 
Hijaz railway, linking Syria with Arabia. 
Ultimately, however, a desert is caused by 
a lack of rain.

Regarding the lack of rain, we find 
an explanation in Scripture. In Deuter-
onomy God warns His people about the 

state of the land. “For the land which 
you go to possess…is a land of hills and 
valleys, which drinks water from the rain 
of heaven… And it shall be that if you 
earnestly obey My commandments…then 
I will give you the rain for your land in 
its season…that you may gather in your 
grain, your new wine, and your oil. And 
I will send grass in your fields for your 
livestock, that you may eat and be filled. 
Take heed to yourselves, lest your heart 
be deceived, and you turn aside and serve 
other gods and worship them, lest the 
Lord’s anger be aroused against you, and 
He shut up the heavens so that there be no 
rain, and the land yield no produce, and 
you perish quickly from the good land 
which the Lord is giving you” (11:10-17).

Scripture also reveals that the land will 
not remain in this condition forever, but 

it will be healed after the return of Christ. 
In Isaiah 35 we read: “And the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom as the rose; it shall 
blossom abundantly and rejoice” (verses 
1-2). “For waters shall burst forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in the desert. The 
parched ground shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty land springs of water” (verses 
6-7). 

Thinking about the view from the bus, I 
can’t help but imagine what the land will 
look like at that point, when the thirsty 
soil finally gets rain in due season—lush 
forests and groves on the tops of the hills, 
terraced gardens and vineyards on the 
slopes and fields of grain in the valleys, 
all watered by clear mountain streams. 
Although this vision is currently only in 
my mind, I pray that the day may come 
soon when it is a reality.  UN

The Jordan Volunteers: Rain in Due Season

The desert in Wadi Rum

ONLINE
www.uycjordan10.
blogspot.com

READ: Blog posts 
and updates from the 
volunteers in Jordan

In this new section, we ask United News readers 
to share their stories, advice and tips regarding the 
issue’s featured question. We hope this exchange of 
wise words and lessons gleaned from life experienc-
es will be a benefit to all of the brethren.  

Send in Your Response
Send your 100- to 300-word answer, along with 

your name and congregation, to your local pastor 
and ask him to forward it to United News. You can 
also e-mail them to UN@ucg.org. We may use your 
response in an upcoming United News!

It is comforting to know that God the Father 
draws those He chooses. Some are called to conver-
sion late in life, some in the middle and some early, 
as their reasoning ability matures.

The latter timing was the case with me. God 
began calling me when I was only 11 years old. I 
remember the first “spark” that ignited my interest 
in July 1969, as I read the “Personal” written by 
Herbert W. Armstrong in The Plain Truth magazine. 
From that moment on I voraciously devoured every 
magazine and booklet that I could obtain.

I continued keeping the Sabbath and learning 
more of God’s way. At age 16 a public Bible cam-
paign hosted by the Worldwide Church of God, 
featuring Sherwin McMichael came to Knoxville, 
Tennessee. I asked my father to take me and he 
agreed to do so.  

While attending I was able to make contact with 

a minister. Soon thereafter he visited my parents and 
me at our home. He gave me the phone number of 
a deacon and his family with whom I could ride to 
Sabbath services. To this day it amazes me that my 
parents would let me travel 40 miles away with a 
strange family to a strange church while I was only 16 
years old. But somehow God made it possible for all 
of those factors to work out so I could finally begin 
attending services. 

After several months of attending I was baptized 
the day after I turned 17. This was Jan. 25, 1975. 
Within the next year my older sister began attending, 
and after that, my mother. Finally after several years 
my father began attending, and we are all baptized 
members in the Body of Christ. 

It is to God’s glory that He chose to call the young-
est first and finally called the head of our family. I 
will always praise God when I think of the miracle 
of my conversion.

 Linda LaBissoniere

Jan.’s Pearls of Wisdom Question: What is your conversion story?Pearls of Wisdom

What’s your recipe for effective Bible study?
March’s question: 
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stances changed and they withdrew 
their availabil ity.

New and Familiar Sites
For this year, Galveston, Texas, will be 

a new site, replacing longtime Feast site 
Kerrville.  Their beautiful convention 
center was offered to us free of charge. 
Virginia Beach, Virginia, will be a site 
for the first time for the United Church 

of God. The Sandler Center for the Per-
forming Arts will be one of the nicest 
facilities we have ever used.  

Longtime members may have attended 
Norfolk as a Feast site, but 85 percent 
attending that site stayed at housing in 
Virginia Beach.

Snowshoe, West Virginia, was a site 
for two years, but this year we are 
returning to Gatl inburg, Tennessee, 
for the f irst time since 2002. It is the 
same location, but we will use a new 
meeting hall. Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii, 
will be a site again this year. So will 
Jekyll Island, Georgia, which has built 
a temporary facility to accommodate 

large meetings. We had planned to 
stay one more year in Daytona Beach, 
Florida, but there was a scheduling 
conf lict with a large motorcycle rally.

Satellite Sites
To accommodate some members who 

are not able to travel long distances, 
four satellite sites are being sponsored. 
These are not for members to transfer 
to, but for local members in the area. 
They will have a combination of live 
speakers and webcast connections for 
services. The satellite sites are East Tex-
as; Cincinnati, Ohio; Bigfork, Montana; 
and Phoenix, Arizona. More details 
will be provided as Feast planning time 
approaches.

Traditionally, the March-April United 
News announces the list of sites. This 
year we are combining that section of 
the issue with the annual Festival Plan-
ning Brochure. The Festival Planning 
Brochure is scheduled to be available 
online by April 1. Members should 
receive their brochures by mid-April.

In the meantime, check out the mem-
bers’ Feast website at http://feast.ucg.
org. It will have the most up-to-date 
information. You can receive the most 
current updates by signing up for e-mail 
reminders.  Simply click on the “Get 
Feast of Tabernacles Updates in Your 
E-mail” button on the front page of the 
website, and then follow the steps on the 
following page.

You can also send questions to USFes-
tival@ucg.org or call (970) 484-5878.  UN

ONLINE
http://feast.ucg.org 

FIND: Up-to-date information on Feast 
sites, sermon Webcasts and other resources

Continued from “Feast sites,” page 1

Elders meetings, media department 
and Beyond Today production meet-
ings and other special meetings. This 
ultimately saves the Church money 
by reducing the cost per person com-
pared to providing a catered meal. 
Future plans include adding a meal 
plan for home office staff.

In addition, the kitchen is used by 
the local church for socials. In order 
to keep the kitchen licensed, Mrs. 
Sipes must train individuals in proper 
industry safety practices, such as sani-
tation requirements, proper tempera-
ture guidelines for food service and 
the avoidance of cross-contamination.

Having a dedicated kitchen staff 
is important to a smoothly running 
kitchen. Emily Hirst, ABC kitchen 
staff member, commented, “Evan and 
I work great together. Also, Connie 
is doing an excellent job. She is very 
organized, a hard worker, a great boss, 
and we love having her. I’m excited for 
all the new things she is planning for 
the future.”

Earlier in the year, the kitchen 
manager had to purchase food for 
meals served in the kitchen until it 
was licensed. She was not allowed to 
cook any food until the kitchen was 
complete and passed the state health 
inspection. The state requires the 
facility to have a commercial kitchen 
if more than two meals are served 
weekly.

Renovation Process
The vision for the kitchen has been 

in the works since the first propos-
al for remodeling parts of the home 
office. According to the Feb. 23, 2010, 

Council of Elders report, the Council 
proposed the budget for the fiscal year 
2010-2011. The kitchen renovation 
costs were estimated to be $30,000, 
which did not include the costs of sup-
plementary equipment. In total, the 
cost was about $10,000 over the initial 
budget. Additional costs for upkeep 
such as maintenance agreements are 
required, but they are minimal.

“Plumbing and electrical inspections 
had to be conducted for the upgrade in 
order to establish the kitchen,” Mrs. 
Sipes said. “The process was overseen 

by the health department, which gave 
it the final approval. Within the first 
30-day period, the health department 
randomly comes and inspects the 
facility. That inspection took place 
Feb. 23, 2011, and it passed with f ly-
ing colors.” 

From here on out, there could be 
random inspections from the health 
department.

Throughout the process, the build-
ing inspectors were consulted. How-
ever, the drain for the industrial dish-
washer was not created to handle the 
appropriate volume of water and the 
specific pipe needed. It was deter-
mined that the cost would be too high 
to tear down the section and recon-
struct it.

While the dishwasher was unable 
to be installed because of this miscal-
culation with peak water usage, the 
standard three-section kitchen sink 

was installed and 
has been working 
well to handle pots, 
pans and other 
food preparation 
dishes. Paper plates 
and plastic utensils 
are used instead of 
reusable plates as a 
result. Future plans 
for installing a dish-
washer in a spot 
that can handle the 
proper piping and 
drainage would be 
included if other 
remodeling plans 
for the home office 
are addressed.

The students and 
staff greatly appre-

ciate this valuable investment at the 
home office. Each day the delectable 
smell of lunch wafts its way into the 
ABC classroom, and each day the 
students and staff eagerly anticipate a 
savory and nutritious meal that they 
greatly appreciate.  UN

Continued from “Renovation,” page 1

2011 U.S. Feast Coordinators
Site Coordinator

Bend/Redmond, Oregon Larry Walker

Branson, Missouri Joe Dobson

Escondido, California  Robin Webber

Gatlinburg, Tennessee Frank McCrady

Galveston, Texas Vince Szymkowiak

Jekyll Island, Georgia Rick Shabi

Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii Jim Tuck

Panama City Beach, Florida Jerry Aust

Steamboat Springs, Colorado Charles Melear

Virginia Beach, Virginia Steve Nutzman

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin Dan Dowd

The newly-renovated kitchen in the home 
office makes it possible to prepare food 
for the entire office staff, the ABC class 
and any visiting guests.
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Home Office’s Favorite Unleavened Bread Recipes
■ Employees at 
the home office in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, share 
some of their favorite 
recipes for the Days of 
Unleavened Bread.

Cottage Cheese Rolls

“I also just make them like bis-
cuits. I am a little lazy.”

Ingredients:
½ c. butter or margarine 
2 c. flour 
2 c. cottage cheese

Mix flour and butter together 
first (cold butter if using food 
processor). Add in cottage cheese. 
Refrigerate 8 hours or overnight. 

Divide dough into four balls. 
Roll out one at a time as for 
piecrust on a well-floured surface. 

Cut into 8 wedges and roll up 
each piece like a crescent roll, start-
ing with the wide end. 

Place on cookie sheet and bake 
30 minutes in a 350 degree oven. 
Makes 32 rolls.

Submitted by Janet Treadway 

Perfect Brownies

Ingredients:
2 c. sugar
4 eggs
1 c. butter or margarine
2 t. vanilla
1 c. flour
4 squares unsweetened chocolate
1 c. chopped nuts (reserve 3 T. 

for icing)

Melt chocolate in double boiler. 
Cream butter and sugar. Add eggs, 
one at a time, beating well after 
each. Blend in melted chocolate, 
vanilla and flour. Add nuts. Mix 
well.

Pour batter into greased 9x13-
inch pan. Bake at 325 degrees for 35 
minutes or until toothpick comes 
out clean. When cake is cooled—2 
minutes (no more, no less)—pour 
icing on top, immediately. Do not 
allow icing to cool.

Icing:
1 c. peanut butter
1 (6 oz.) pkg. chocolate chips
Melt together in double boiler 

until bubbly boiling point. Spread 
on brownies and put in refrigerator 
right away. Chill overnight or until 
icing is set.

Submitted by Gerald Seelig 
(from his mother-in-law)

Chocolate Cinnamon 
Torte

Ingredients:
2 c. sugar
2 2/3 c. all-purpose flour
1 ½ c. butter, softened
3 squares semisweet chocolate
2 eggs
4 c. heavy whipping cream
2 T. ground cinnamon
¾ c. cocoa

Up to 3 days ahead: Tear 14 
sheets of waxed paper, each about 
9 ½ inches long. On one sheet, trace 
bottom of 9-inch round cake pan. 
Evenly stack all sheets with pat-
tern on top. With kitchen shears, 
cut out circles.

Into large bowl measure sugar, 
butter or margarine, eggs, cinna-
mon and two cups of flour. With 
mixer at low speed, beat ingredi-
ents until well mixed, constantly 
scraping bowl with rubber spatula. 
Increase speed to medium, beat 
mixture three minutes or until 
very light and fluffy, occasionally 
scraping bowl. With spoon, stir 
in remaining flour to make a soft 
dough.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
With damp cloth, moisten one 
large or two small cookie sheets. 
Place two waxed paper circles onto 
cookie sheet(s). With metal spatula, 
spread a scant 1/3 c. dough in a very 
thin layer onto each circle. Bake 8 
to 12 minutes until lightly brown 
around edges.

Remove cookie sheet to wire 
rack; cool 5 minutes. With pan-
cake turner, carefully remove 
cookie still on waxed paper to wire 
rack to cool completely. (Allow 
cookie sheet to cool before spread-
ing waxed paper circles with more 
dough.) Repeat until all dough is 
baked. Stack cooled cookies care-
fully; cover with plastic wrap and 
store in cool, dry place.

Early in day or day ahead: 
Coarsely grate chocolate squares; 
set aside. In large bowl with mixer 
at medium speed, beat cream and 
cocoa until soft peaks form. Care-
fully peel off paper from one cook-
ie; place on flat cake plate; spread 
with about ½ c whipped mixture. 
Repeat layering until all cookies are 
used, ending with whipped mixture 
on top. Pile grated chocolate on 
top of cake; refrigerate until serv-
ing time or at least 3 hours before 
serving so cookies soften for easier 
cutting. Make 16 servings.

Submitted by Gerald Seelig

Green Stuff

Ingredients:
1 c. flour
1 c. oatmeal (or pecans)
½ c. butter 

8 oz. cream cheese
1 c. powdered sugar
Cream together and add:
1 c. Cool Whip
1 pkg. vanilla pudding (instant)
1 pkg. pistachio pudding (instant)
2 c. milk
Mix flour, oatmeal and butter 

together and pat into 9x13-inch 
pan.

Bake at 350 degrees for 15 min-
utes.

Cream together cream cheese 
and powdered sugar, and then add 
Cool Whip. Spread mixture over 
cooled crust.

Mix puddings and milk together 
until thickened. Spread over cream 
cheese layer. Spread Cool Whip 
over the top.

Submitted by Connie Sipes

Cherry Squares

“They were a favorite of my child-
hood, and our children love them, 
as well.”

Ingredients:
1 c. butter or margarine
1½ c. granulated sugar 
4 eggs
2 c. flour
1 t. vanilla
1 t. lemon extract
1 can cherry pie filling with 

syrup 

Mix all but cherry filling togeth-
er and spread in a 9-by-13-in. 
greased pan. Run knife through 
batter to make squares and spoon 
a few spoonfuls of cherries onto 
each square. Do not mix. Bake in 
preheated 350 degrees oven for 45 
min. Variation: Use blackberry or 
blueberry filling instead of cherry.  

Submitted by Chris Rowland 
(First appeared in the Worldwide 
News of March 12, 1979, attributed 
to Patricia Mae Martin of Coraop-
olis, Pennsylvania.) 

Scandinavian Almond 
Bars (modified version from 
Better Homes and Gardens: 
Cookies & Candies)

Ingredients:
1 ¾ c. all-purpose flour
¼ t. salt
½ c. butter or margarine
1 c. sugar
1 egg
½ t. almond extract milk
½ c. sliced almonds, coarsely 

chopped
Almond Icing
 
Stir together flour, baking pow-

der, and salt. In a large mixer bowl, 
beat butter or margarine till soft-
ened. Add sugar and beat till fluffy. 
Add egg and almond extract and 
beat well. Add flour mixture and 

beat till well mixed.
 
Divide dough into fourths. Form 

each into a 12-inch roll. Place two 
rolls 4 to 5 inches apart on an un-
greased cookie sheet. Flatten till 3 
inches wide. Repeat with remain-
ing rolls.

 
Brush flattened rolls with milk 

and sprinkle with almonds.  Bake 
in a 325 degree oven for 12 to 14 
minutes or till edges are lightly 
browned. While cookies are still 
warm, cut the crosswise at a diago-
nal into 1-inch strips.  Cool.  Driz-
zle with almond icing.

 
Almond icing: Stir together 1 c. 

sifted powdered sugar, ¼ t. almond 
extract, and enough milk (3 to 4 
t.) to make icing of drizzling con-
sistency.

Submitted by Whitney Creech

Spritz Cookies 

“My children’s favorite. Although 
all grown up, they still want their 
cookies on the Holy Days.” 

Ingredients:
2 c. butter (softened)
1 c. sugar 
4 ½ c. flour 
1 t. salt 
3 eggs
3 T. almond or vanilla extract (I 

use the almond)

Cream butter and sugar. Add 
eggs, extract, flour and salt. Drop 
by spoonfuls on ungreased cookie 
sheet.

Variations: Add chocolate chips 
or any other type of chips or 
nuts. Dip into baking decorations 
(ie. sprinkles, balls, sugar crystals). 

Drop into a bag of powdered 
sugar and gently shake until cov-
ered

Heat oven to 400 degrees. Bake 
6 to 9 minutes. Makes 10 dozen 
cookies.

Submit t ted by Ronda 
Creech  (from Judy Creech, her 
mother-in-law)

Tomato Tart/Unleavened 
Pizza

“Guaranteed to bring love, love 
and more love to the cook, and it’s 
so yummy you might want to make 
two!”

Ingredients:
3 sheets phyllo dough (thawed)
3 T.  butter (melted)
3 T. parmesan reggiano (grated)
½ c. red onion (thinly sliced)
½ c. mozzarella (grated)
2-3 roma tomatoes (thinly sliced)
1 T. fresh thyme (chopped)
freshly ground salt and pepper 

(to taste)

Line a baking sheet with parch-
ment paper and grease the parch-
ment paper. Lay a sheet of phyllo 
dough on the parchment paper and 
brush the top with butter. Sprinkle 
½ tablespoon of the parmesan 
cheese on top. Repeat steps two 
and three with the rest of the phyl-
lo dough. Spread the onions slices 
on top followed by the mozzarella. 
Place the sliced tomatoes on in a 
single layer. Sprinkle the thyme on 
top along with the salt and pepper. 
Bake in a preheated 375 degrees 
oven until the phyllo dough is gold-
en brown, about 20-30 minutes. 

Serve with soup or as an accom-
paniment to a fresh, crisp salad.

Submitted by Terri Eddington

Unleavened Crackers

“A man in the Cincinnati East 
church, Mr. Hermon, who owned a 
bakery in the ‘70s gave us his recipe 
for unleavened crackers when he sold 
his bakery and retired.”

Melt:
1 lbs. of butter in 2 c. of boiling 

water
Mix together:
7 c. rolled oats
1 T. salt
2/3 c. brown sugar
5 c. whole wheat or white flour

Stir the dry ingredients into the 
butter and water until mixed.

Divide this dough into eight 
pieces. Roll each piece thin (like 
piecrust). Poke holes with a fork 
(like you would a pie crust). Cut 
into squares or rectangles; place on 
a cookie pan.

Bake at 350 degrees for about 15 
to 20 minutes depending on how 
crisp or how brown you like them. 
Cool on wire racks.

Note: Halve the recipe for small 
families.

Submitted by Doris Phelps 

U.S. to Metric 
Conversion Chart 

Volume
1/2t. = 2.5ml
3/4t. = 3.7ml
1t. = 4.9ml
1T = 15ml
1/4c. = 60ml
1/2c. = 120ml
3/4c. = 180ml
1c. = 240ml

Temperature
325°F = 165C
350°F = 177C
375°F = 190C
400°F = 200C
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God’s Word Online: User Pages
On the new UCG.org, users will be able to sign up for accounts. By allowing users to sign up and put in their info, the Church can find out much more information 

about the visitors of the site such as how old they are, what they are interested in, their education level and where they are from. This will help the Church to create and 
recommend articles that will be helpful for each individual. Signing up for an account will also give a user access to different functions in the site, which will help them 
get more out of their user experience. Of course, only the details users want to be will be public. Details specified as private by the user will be kept private.

By Tom Disher
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Holy and Profane
The complete plan of God for mankind is 

focused on one goal, and that is to create a 
holy people (1 Peter 2:5, 9). Being holy is not 
something we can choose, however, since 
only God can make something holy. His 
people are holy because God is in their lives 
and dwells with and within them through 
Christ (2 Corinthians 6:16-18). 

Once we have been cleansed through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we must not turn 
back to sin (Hebrews 6:4-6). When people 
see a member of God’s Church, they are to 
see the example of God in the life of that 
person.

If we have filled our minds with good 
and positive things, we will have pure and 
uncluttered minds. If we insist on turning 
to the ways of this world, our minds will 
become confused and unclear, just as this 
world reflects that kind of attitude. We 
have all been brought up with some degree 
of immersion in the concepts of this world, 
but Christians are encouraged to come out 
of that mentality (Romans 12:1-2). 

We are unlearning error, identifying 
the profane and sinful ways that are in us 
and acquiring the divine nature of God by 
obeying His instructions about how to live. 
Change of this magnitude does not happen 
overnight. It is acquired by a steady move-
ment in the direction of what is good and 
right as defined by God. 

The apostle Paul told Timothy to rebuke 
those who were sinning so that all could 
learn the lessons of cleanliness before God 
(1 Timothy 5:20). Somehow many have 
come to believe that humans cannot do 
anything to anger God. They believe the 

God of the Old Testament was angry and 
harsh, but the God of the New Testament 
is kind, merciful and understanding. God 
truly is kind, merciful and understand-
ing, but He will not tolerate the profane, 
wicked and unholy in His presence. God 
maintains His standards of excellence, and 
we humans are to come to Him. He does 
not lower the standards to make it easy. 
God is looking for a complete change in 
the hearts of mankind. 

Robert Berendt
Pastor of the Edmonton and Red Deer, 

Alberta, Canada, congregations
 

Divine Providence
My earliest youthful recollections are 

of a dark and troubled time in postwar 
Germany.  The nation of my origin had 
been bombed and beaten so badly that 
little was left but frayed 
nerves and a people 
driven to exhaustion 
from loss and anxiety. 
There were shortages of 
most necessities. Many 
ruined, bombed-out 
homes were also father-
less families—women 
and children struggling 
to survive. 

Yet in my family we 
were alive and blessed 
exceedingly, in that 
Dad had been spared, 
though weak from ill-
ness, to take care of 
what remained. I look 
back in retrospect and 
understand it was by 
divine Providence that 
we survived at all and 
were able to rebuild our 
little country home and 
our lives from the rub-
ble and ruin.

In the face of such great adversity, the 
Eternal God showed us great mercy; He 
delivered us from all our troubles. God is 
not a respecter of persons, but shows Him-
self strong on the behalf of those whose 
hearts are loyal to Him (2 Chronicles 16:9). 
I do not know about the heart of others 
and must leave that to God, because we 
hardly realize where or whether we, our-
selves, with our hearts, fit into God’s plan. 
Again, looking back, it was simply an act 
of undeserved grace. 

Nevertheless, we had cried out to Him 
and He delivered us (Psalm 34:6-9). And 
for that we were very grateful! To this day 
I am still filled with gratitude for what the 
Almighty provided for us. Now we have 
long since moved on—to a land of promise, 
as it were—on the North American conti-
nent.

Strangely, history has a way of repeating 
itself. We may once more need deliverance 

from impending disaster, unless the tide of 
national economic collapse is turned. But 
the sick economy is only an outward sign 
of an inner void—a void of spiritual values 
and moral underpinnings of this once great 
nation of the United States of America. 
Will there be a deliverance from certain 
ruin without a change of heart—repen-
tance—on a national scale?

In the meantime, having settled in “the 
land of the free, and the home of the brave,” 
my family learned of the truth from the 
Word of God—a way of life we had never 
heard before. I came to understand the 
Bible is not only a book about laws but a 
book about promises to those whom God 
loves. 

The true land of promise lies yet ahead of 
us, not fully realized until Jesus Christ will 
once again come to earth as promised—
only this time with the authority and power 
to replace the governments that dared to 
oppose the will of God. It will be a time of 
divine Providence for all mankind, free at 
last to worship and serve our Creator—free 
to fulfill our true destiny.

Manfred Fraund
Los Angeles, California, congregation

Trials—Who’s at 
Fault?

Accidents, disease, death, loss, failure, 
rejection—are such trials brought on us 
because of the sins in our lives?  Some Chris-
tians believe that every trial has been brought 
to them or others personally by God as a test, 
in order to bring to light something they need 
to work on—some sin, some neglect or blind 
spot. Is this always true?

Both parents must have wondered all 
their lives what sin they had committed 
when their precious baby boy was born 
blind. To have to take care of a child that 
had never been able to see and would never 
see must have been a serious trial. There 
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Why does God save His people?
An Atbash code substitutes the first letter of the alphabet for the last letter of the alphabet, and the second for the second to last letter in 
the alphabet, etc. An example of this code in the Bible is in Jeremiah 51:41, where Babylon is referred to as “Sheshach” using the Hebrew 
alphabet. Use the key to solve the code below that answers the title question!

 A B C D E F      
 z y x w v u 
 G H I J K L 
 t s r q p o
  m n O p q R 
 n m l k j  i 
 s t u v 
 h g f e
 W X y z
 d c b a

x l e v m z m g    o l b z o g b

O  l  E  R  M  T  P  R  M  W  M  V  H  H

Psalm 59:17

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Psalm 119:159

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   _  _  _  _

N V I X B
_ _ _ _ _

O L E V
_ _ _ _

Bonus: What is the Hebrew word that means all of these answers?
Jeremiah 31:3

Deuteronomy 7:9, 12
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Caption Contest

“As the tiger said, ‘I’m not 

lion.’”

Johnny Kretz

Sedro-Woolley, Washington, 

congregation

Winner!

“Be not afraid Daniel, for the members of the Lion’s Den just ate an hour ago. We’re now 

getting ready for the after-dinner show!”

Sherry Rickard Martinez, Chattanooga, Tennessee, congregation

Runner-Up!

Have a clever caption for the cartoon below?

Send it to your local pastor and ask him to forward 
it to United News. You can also e-mail it to UN@ucg.
org. We may feature your caption in an upcoming 
United News!

was so much they couldn’t share with him, 
so many more dangers he had to face. Yet, 
through much tribulation, he made it into 
manhood and into the only job he could 
find—begging.

And so it was that he sat asking for 
alms on the day that Christ and His dis-
ciples passed by. The disciples questioned 
Christ according to the typical under-
standing of the day—was it the man him-
self who had sinned or his parents? They 
were sure sin was at fault in some way 
and that someone had a big lesson they 
needed to learn.

Christ must have stunned them with His 
response, for He said, “Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned, but that the works 
of God should be revealed in him” (John 
9:3). Then He proceeded to heal the blind 
man and later made him a disciple.

In life there are always lessons we can 
learn, and we all have sins we need to 
repent of. But there isn’t always a cause-
and-effect relationship between specific tri-
als and sins. There is no justification what-
soever for anyone to think that someone 
who is enduring a trial has some terrible sin 
they need to repent of or some huge lesson 

they need to learn! There is no possible way 
that the man born blind could have sinned 
before birth and been the cause of his trial. 
The fact that the disciples would even ask 
such a question shows how they had been 
deceived into thinking that sin had to be 
involved.

The truth is, we live in an imperfect world 
where accidents and tragedy are just part of 
being human. God cannot form a barrier 
around us so that we never experience those 
things common to man—we wouldn’t be 
able to empathize and we’d be unbearably 
smug and proud. What we always need to 
learn in trials is that this world is not a 
friendly place, that God has a far better 
future for us and that we are mortal and 
need God desperately.  

Sometimes, of course, there is also a per-
sonal lesson we need to learn or a character 
flaw we need to correct—God does chasten 
us (Revelation 3:19). 

But, like the man born blind, trials can 
simply be used to show God’s glory and 
power and have nothing to do with per-
sonal sin.

Carol Taylor
Los Angeles, California, congregation

Written on His Hands

My teenaged son has a bad habit of 
writing things on his hands. We’ll be sit-
ting across from each other at the dinner 
table, he’ll reach for a napkin, and I see 
the tell-tale f lash of blue ink. The ensu-
ing conversation usually begins with my 
saying, “Really? Have you not been intro-
duced to paper?”

Often his rejoinder is this: “Mom, the 
teacher was assigning the homework after 
the bell rang and we put our books away. 
I don’t have time to get things out again. 
I didn’t want to forget.”

I was thinking about this the other 
day, remembering similar conversations 
held with my own mother when I was in 
high school. I remember that the things 
I would write on my hands were usually 
important things: phone numbers, home-
work assignments, tasks that I needed 
to remember. Sometimes, they would be 
messages from a friend. I don’t know why 
it was so special if a friend wrote some 
silly word or drew a picture on my hand, 
but it was. 

These were all things that I wanted to 
remember, and things that I would see 
over and over throughout the day. My 
hands were always there before my eyes. 
That same flash of blue ink was a vivid 
reminder of something I wanted to com-
mit to memory.

This little trip down memory lane 
reminded me of one of my favorite scrip-
tures. In Isaiah 49:14-16, we read: “But 
Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, 
and my Lord has forgotten me.’ Can a 
woman forget her nursing child, and not 
have compassion on the son of her womb? 
Surely they may forget, yet I will not for-
get you. See, I have inscribed you on the 
palms of My hands;  your walls are con-
tinually before Me.”

God promises throughout the Bible that 
He will not forget His people or forsake 

them, though they may be tested, tried 
or even punished. When I read this par-
ticular statement of that promise, though, 
it is so much more vivid and personal: 
We are inscribed on God’s hands. It isn’t 
as though we are a bad memory that He 
has to remember, that He can’t forget. If 
we are written on His hands, then surely 
it is a safe conclusion that He wants to 
remember us, that we are indeed some-
thing He treasures and does not want to 
forget.

We do not need to fear that God will 
forget us. Instead, we must take steps to 
remember Him, so that we are demon-
strating our faith in His promises and 
our awareness that He is, indeed, with 
us. How? By doing the things He has 
commanded us to do and, as Paul writes, 
doing them with diligence, looking ahead 
to the full culmination of God’s promises 
to us.

As we are written on God’s hands, His 
words are to be written in our hearts and 
minds. Christ’s sacrifice has made this 
possible, but God does not simply take 
permanent marker and write His words 
in us. We must also do our part and put 
the truth we know into action, allowing 
God to change us inside and out. 

As we use our hands to minister to oth-
ers and to do the work of God, let us 
remember that we are never in danger of 
being forgotten by the One who matters 
most. We are written on His hands.

Katherine Rowland
Indianapolis, Indiana, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical 

wisdom, humor or practical information 
that you would like to share? Please send 
them to your local pastor and ask him 
to forward them to United News at the 
home office. Guidelines are available on 
request (UN@ucg.org).
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■ Satan relentlessly 
bombards us with his 
influence to commit 
sin. What can we do to 
proactively fight against 
his attacks?
by Andy McClain

In December 1944, near the 
end of World War II in the Euro-
pean theater, the German Army 
launched the Ardennes Offensive. 
Most in the Western world know 
this as the Battle of the Bulge. It 
was planned with great secrecy. 
Equipment and men were moved 
under the cover of darkness with 
minimized communication. 

The goal of the German Army 
was to split the Allied forces in 
France by crossing the River 
Meuse and gain the seaport of 
Antwerp, Belgium, in just four 
days. In doing so, they would 
capture the Allied supply line, 
obtain much needed fuel and iso-
late the advancing divisions of 
Gen. Bernard Montgomery, com-
ing through Belgium, and Gen. 
George Patton, advancing from 
northeastern France. 

A key to the success of this Ger-
man offensive was the small town 
of Bastogne. It was at the junction 
of several major roads leading to 
southeast Belgium. (This is sum-
marized from Battle of the Bulge 
by Chester H. Philips and The 
Ardennes: Battle of the Bulge by 
Hugh Cole.) 

Bastogne was being defended 
by the 101st Airborne. A vivid 
visual depiction of this battle is 
detailed in the HBO miniseries 
Band of Brothers. The conditions 
were severe. They were dug into 
the forest in the middle of terrible 
winter weather. They had limited 
ammunition, little food and medi-
cal supplies, and lacked winter 
clothing. They were spread very 
thinly over the area they had been 
assigned to defend. 

Before the intense fighting 
began, Gen. Anthony McAuliffe 
visited the frontline troops. After 
a brief discussion with the officers, 
all Gen. McAuliffe could say was, 
“Hold the line; close the gaps.”

We are in a spiritual battle much 
like Bastogne. Conditions are 
tough. Our world is rapidly deterio-
rating both morally and spiritually. 
We are encircled and isolated. We 
are constantly under artillery fire 
from Satan. How can we win our 
spiritual battle? We must follow the 
same orders that Gen. McAuliffe 
gave the 101st Airborne: “Hold the 
line, close the gaps.”

Hold the Line
What does this mean for us? 

Simply that we cannot give up or 
compromise in learning and liv-
ing God’s way. Paul told Timothy 
to “continue in the truths that you 
were taught and firmly believe” (2 
Timothy 3:14, Good News Trans-
lation). We must continue to grow 
in our understanding and applica-
tion of God’s truth each day. As 
Moses instructed Joshua, we need 
to “take careful heed…to love the 
Lord your God, to walk in all His 
ways, to keep His commandments, 
to hold fast to Him, and to serve 
Him with all your heart and with 
all your soul” (Joshua 22:5, empha-
sis added).  “Hold fast” is translated 
from a Hebrew word that “is used 
of something sticking to or clinging 
to something else,” according to the 
Complete Word Study Dictionary. 

When the writer of Hebrews 
10:23 says, “Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without 
wavering,” we gain the greater 
understanding of what is meant 
by “hold fast.” The root word for 
confession can also be translated 
as covenant. When God granted 
us repentance and we accepted 
Christ’s sacrifice, we became 
betrothed to Jesus Christ, entering 
into a covenant relationship with 
Him. Remaining faithful to this 
covenant relationship requires us 
to keeps God’s laws (1 John 5:2-3). 
Our lives should reflect a pattern of 
faithfulness in keeping God’s ways.

Daniel gives us an encouraging 
story about a life with a pattern of 

faithfulness. He was taken to Bab-
ylon as a young man. He served 
three different rulers during two 
empires. It would have been easy 
for him to become assimilated into 
the lifestyles around him. Yet Dan-
iel “purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself” (Daniel 
1:8). This decision included concern 
for his spiritual condition, in addi-
tion to the physical dietary differ-
ences of Babylon. 

God granted him tremendous 
grace and favor for many years. 
When he faced the trial of the lion’s 
den, Daniel was an aged man (New 
King James Study Bible, comment 
on Daniel 5:13). He could have rea-
soned that God would understand 
if he waited until the 30-day decree 
ended to pray. After all, he was an 
old man and had served God for 
many years. But he did not. He 
was faithful to what he understood 
despite adversity. So much so that 
King Nebuchadnezzar could say, 
“I know that the Spirit of the Holy 
God is in you” (Daniel 4:9). 

What is the pattern in our lives? 
Daniel’s faithfulness was reflected 
in a display of the fruits of the 
Spirit. Do we “hold the line” in 
keeping God’s truth? We must take 
seriously Paul’s warning to “listen 
very carefully to the truth we have 
heard, or we may drift away from 
it” (Hebrews 2:1, New Living Trans-
lation).

Close the Gaps
The German artillery “not only 

surprised American commanders 

with its considerable volume but 
also its accuracy, indicating that 
the enemy had remarkably good 
target information of American 
installation” (www.militaryhistory-
online.com/wwii/articles/bastogne.
aspx). Satan’s bombardment is also 
extremely accurate and relentless. 
He has very good intelligence on 
our weak points. Because of this, 
we must guard our minds against 
the penetration of sin. 

Peter tells us to “gird up the 
loins of your mind” (1 Peter 1:13). 
What exactly does that mean? The 
New King James Study Bible helps 
clarify this for us by saying, “Just 
as people in biblical times would 
gather up their long robes and tie 
them around their waists so that 
they could move quickly and freely, 
we need to do whatever it takes to 
focus our thoughts on those things 
that allow us to serve God success-
fully, all the while eliminating any 
thoughts that would trip us up.” We 
must reject the wrong thoughts and 
ideas from our minds.

Closing the gaps in our mind 
against sin is called overcoming. 
We must continually work at con-
trolling our thoughts to be more in 
line with God’s. Proverbs 4:23-27 in 
the New Century Version says: “Be 
careful what you think, because 
your thoughts run your life. Don’t 
use your mouth to tell lies; don’t 
ever say things that are not true. 
Keep your eyes focused on what 
is right, and look straight ahead 
to what is good. Be careful what 
you do, and always do what is right. 

Don’t turn off the road of good-
ness; keep away from evil paths.” 

Doing this takes strength from 
God. But we must “close the gap” 
against sin. 

During the prophet Ezekiel’s day, 
Israel was filled with corruption 
and immorality, much as it is today. 
On one occasion, God told him, 
“I looked for someone who might 
rebuild the wall of righteousness 
that guards the land. I searched for 
someone to stand in the gap in the 
wall” (Ezekiel 22:30, NLT). 

While this may not seem to apply 
to us today, consider what the Life 
Application Study Bible says: “The 
wall spoken of here is not made of 
stones but of faithful people united 
in their efforts to resist evil. When 
we give the appearance of loving 
God without living his way, we are 
covering up sins that could even-
tually damage us deeply… Repair 
your life by applying the principles 
of God’s Word.” 

Those are powerful words we 
should apply. Sin can ruin our lives 
if not dealt with and overcome with 
God’s help. 

God shows us our gaps with 
great mercy and tenderness. In 
Matthew 19, Christ showed the 
rich, young ruler his gap—love of 
material wealth. Unfortunately, the 
rich, young ruler did not have the 
desire to “close the gap,” and he left 
“sorrowful.” When God shows us 
our gaps, do we desire to face and 
overcome them, or do we also go 
away sorrowful? 

If we strive to overcome, we 
know with certainty that “the suf-
ferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in 
us” (Romans 8:18). Christ prom-
ised, “To him who overcomes I will 
give to eat from the tree of life… He 
who overcomes shall not be hurt by 
the second death… shall be clothed 
in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book 
of Life” (Revelation 2:7, 11; 3:5). We 
must expend our energies now in 
overcoming so we can claim those 
promises. 

The 101st Airborne received many 
credits and honors for their heroic 
efforts at Bastogne. We, too, look 
forward to a reward from God if we 
remain faithful. Paul encourages us 
to “fight the good fight of faith, lay 
hold on eternal life… I urge you in 
the sight of God who gives life to 
all things, and before Christ Jesus…
that you keep this commandment 
without spot, blameless until our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing” (1 
Timothy 6:12-14). 

Continue to “hold the line; close 
the gaps”!  UN

Andy McClain is a member in the 
Indianapolis, Indiana, congregation.

“Hold the Line; Close the Gaps”

The 101st Airborne troops move out of Bastogne, Belgium, 
after successfully defending their position there for 10 days.  

From THE WORD

From THE WORD
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The Ultimate Sacrifice
■ As Passover 
approaches, we are 
reminded of the ultimate 
and loving sacrifice Jesus 
Christ made for us. We 
must also, however, 
remember our part in 
the plan of salvation—
choosing to obey God.
by David Palmer

Astronauts returning from a 
space mission have often com-
mented on the incredible beauty of 
our planet as viewed from a space 
shuttle. Yet there was a time when 
our earth and the entire universe as 
we know it became devoid of beau-
ty, and empty darkness covered the 
entire earth (Genesis 1:2). 

Then God through the power 
of His Holy Spirit began to re-
create the planet astronauts now 
admire as a beautiful sphere hang-
ing in space. In the re-creation of 
earth, God also created the image 
of His family, the human race—
man created from the dust of the 
earth, woman created from man. 
A renewed earth was born from the 
chaos of Satan’s rebellion (Isaiah 
14:12-14).

But it wasn’t long before the first 
couple disobeyed their Creator and 
fell for Satan’s subtlety. Falling prey 
to the wiles of the devil, they broke 
the First Commandment, allowing 
Satan to become their god (Exo-
dus 20:3). The human race has been 
under the influence of a false god 
ever since. Even the apostle Paul 
warned that Satan was, and is, the 
god of this world (2 Corinthians 
4:4).

The Ability to Choose
God created mankind with free 

moral agency, the ability to choose 
between right and wrong, good and 
evil. It was all part of the plan God 
instituted from the foundations of 
the world to save His greatest cre-
ation, the human race. 

Eventually He called an entire 
nation from slavery, gave them His 
laws, His statutes and His com-
mands. But He also gave them 
choice: “I call heaven and earth 
as witnesses today against you, 
that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing; there-
fore choose life, that both you and 
your descendants may live” (Deu-
teronomy 30:19). 

But rather than obey God, the 
Israelites chose the way of the dev-

il. Like Adam and Eve, they were 
more interested in forbidden fruit, 
and the whole world has eaten of 
the forbidden fruit ever since.

So God, in His forgiving love 
and mercy, gave the human race a 
solution, a plan of salvation, a plan 
blueprinted in seven annual festi-
vals. The key to the plan was sacri-
fice. Sin, the transgression of God’s 
law (1 John 3:4), brought mankind 
the penalty of death, a penalty that 
required payment (Romans 6:23). 
In order to settle the debt and 
remove the death penalty, a loving 
merciful God gave the world a sac-
rifice for sin (John 3:16).

In his letter to the Church of God 
at Rome, the apostle Paul put it this 
way; “Therefore, just as through 
one man sin entered the world, 
and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men, because 
all sinned… For if by the one man’s 
offense death reigned through the 
one [Adam], much more those who 
receive abundance of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness will 
reign in life through the One, Jesus 
Christ” (Romans 5:12, 17).

God’s plan to save a sin-filled 
world involved one perfect sacrifice 
for all imperfection. Jesus explained 
to His disciples the events that had 
to transpire: “You know that after 
two days is the Passover, and the 
Son of Man will be delivered up 
to be crucified” (Matthew 26:1-2), 

just as it was prophesied in the Old 
Testament. 

“He [Christ] is despised and 
rejected by men, a Man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. And we 
hid, as it were, our faces from Him; 
He was despised, and we did not 
esteem Him. Surely He has borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. But 
He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned, every one, to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:3-6).

One perfect life of the Son of 
God served as the debt for every 
imperfect human being that ever 
lived, but at the same time God 
did not remove mankind’s ability 
to choose. Payment for sin is not 
automatic. We still have a choice to 
make, and that choice is to accept 
or reject the One who paid the 
price, the ultimate sacrifice on our 
behalf (John 6:51, 53).

Jesus died under the most cruel 
and inhumane method known at 
that time. A riotous mob, whipped 
into frenzy by the Pharisees and 
others, demanded He be put to 
death. “Pilate said to them, ‘What 
then shall I do with Jesus who is 

called Christ?’ They all said to him, 
‘Let Him be crucified!’ Then the 
governor said, ‘Why, what evil has 
He done?’ But they cried out all the 
more, saying, ‘Let Him be cruci-
fied!’ (Matthew 27:22-23).

Planned From the 
Beginning

We are reminded that the ulti-
mate sacrifice of Jesus Christ was 
designed to forgive the world of 
sin, eventually allowing millions an 
opportunity at eternal life. “And as 
it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment: So 
Christ was once offered to bear the 

sins of many; and to them that look 
for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation” 
(Hebrews 9:27-28, King James Ver-
sion). 

We look at the history of creation 
and recognize that God, at some 
point in time, made a decision to 
expand His family. When the first 
created human beings disobeyed, 
it allowed sin to enter the human 
sphere. God then instituted a plan 
of salvation, a biblical blueprint 
with seven annual festivals depict-
ing the fulfillment of that plan. 
Christ became the central figure, 
the focus of a plan that would allow 
the human race salvation—an 
opportunity to become members 
of God’s expanded family. “But 
we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the suf-
fering of death, crowned with glory 
and honor, that He, by the grace of 
God, might taste death for every-
one. For it was fitting for Him, for 
whom are all things and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many 
sons to glory, to make the captain 
of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings” (Hebrews 2:9-10).

This world, including some who 
observe the Passover, may not fully 
comprehend that this one time (for 
all time) sacrifice put God’s plan of 
salvation, revealed through His fes-
tivals, into effect. Passover is a seri-
ous solemn occasion, a renewal of 
the covenant made at baptism when 
we accepted Jesus Christ as our per-
sonal Savior. As a result, each year 
prior to the Passover observance, 
we are admonished to examine not 
each other, but ourselves.

“Therefore purge out the old 
leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleav-
ened. For indeed Christ, our Pass-
over, was sacrificed for us” (1 Cor-
inthians 5:7).  UN

One perfect life of the Son of God served as the debt for every 
imperfect human being that ever lived; but at the same time 

God did not remove mankind’s ability to choose.

FreeBibleStudyGuides.org Strikes a Chord 
with Readers

I just started with the first lesson of your Free Bible 
Study Guides tonight and could not be more pleased 
with what I read. I agree with all the statements you 
make. Thank you for the ministry that you have and 
I am looking forward with great anticipation to con-
tinuing with the series.  God bless and keep you.

Internet 

Your Bible Study Guides are really great and I would 
know. I was the editor and publisher of a Christian 
newsletter that carried articles and information 
about Christian activities. I came across some of the 
strangest beliefs. That’s why I tell people it ’s impor-
tant to know your Bible. I’m glad to know there are 
good people out there like you who care enough 
to stay true to the Word. God bless you and all who 
help with the Bible studies.

Internet

Reader Discovers Biblical Truths

I have done a lot of research and have come to 
many conclusions on the subject of biblical truth 

that coincide with what you teach. For example, my 
research has shown a connection between Decem-
ber 25th and many mythical gods. I have become 
convicted that Jesus Christ was resurrected on the 
Sabbath, not Sunday. I also feel compelled not to 
celebrate either Easter or Halloween.

I don’t listen to what men teach. Instead, I read 
my Bible to find its real truth. It seems to me your 
church is like the one written about in the Bible.

Arkansas

Beyond Today Viewers

I ask you to please send me the following books: 
Does God Exist? and You Can Understand Bible Proph-
ecy and please sign me up for your monthly maga-
zine—The Good News magazine.

 I am an incarcerated person and a weekly viewer 

of your TV show Beyond Today. I still struggle with 
the problems of my past and am trying to find the 
future life I’ll have. Your books and magazines will 
be very helpful for answers, if not complete solu-
tions—I pray for solutions, not just answers. I pray 
for your subscriptions.

Thank you and God bless.

Internet

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. I am requesting your The Good News 
magazine and a copy of the book You Can Under-
stand Bible Prophecy be sent to me as soon as pos-
sible. 

I watched your program on the WGN Network 
today and enjoyed your teaching. I am looking for-
ward to learning some more about prophecy. I do 
not have access to the internet so I am unable to 
view your information that way. I thank you for your 
time and service. May our Father continue to bless 
you in the name of Jesus Christ.  Peace!

Internet

Letters
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Local Church UPDATES

Akron Holds 80th 
Birthday Reception

Akron, Ohio, brethren gathered on the 
Sabbath of Jan. 15 to honor two longtime 
members, Joe Gabriel II and Libby Dezso, 
who turned 80 years old on Jan. 12 and Feb. 
3, respectively.  

Joe Gabriel II served in the Korean War 
and later suffered the loss of his left leg 

during an accident at 
a foundry. He was the 
owner-operator for 
Envoy Chemicals for 
over 35 years. He was 
baptized in 1962 and 
ordained a deacon in 
1965. His favorite scrip-
ture throughout his life 
has been Romans 8:28. 
He enjoys listening to opera music. He mar-
ried his wife, Bess, in 1983. He has seven 
children and numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

Libby Dezso is commended as a Prov-
erbs 31 woman by Bob, her husband of 61 
years. She is a homemaker, mother of a 
son and daughter, and now a grandmother 
and great-grandmother. She enjoys tend-
ing her community-recognized rose gar-
den. Despite struggles with blindness and 
diabetic retinopathy, she still serves the 
Church in a capacity she fondly describes 
as “prayer warrior” and keeps tabs on cur-
rent news. 

Members provided finger-food snacks 
and punch along with two cakes, each pro-
claiming “Celebrating 80 Years of Wonder-
ful Life.” Two oversized cards were present-
ed, as well as a bouquet of roses for Mrs. 
Dezso and a basketful of goodies for Mr. 
Gabriel. The reception fulfilled the prin-
ciple to “honor older people” (Leviticus 
19:32) and was a lighthearted and mean-
ingful way to appreciate their examples of 
godly living. 

Kayla Weaner

Longtime Elder 
Honored in Little Rock

On Jan. 22 a reception in honor of Al 
Mischnick was held in the Little Rock, 

Arkansas, congregation after Sabbath ser-
vices. This was just eight days before he 
attained the age of 90. The Little Rock con-
gregation honored him with a gift, after 
which cake and punch were served. On the 
beautifully decorated cake were the words 
“Engineering With a Purpose.”

In 1963 he left a higher paying job as an 
electrical engineer in order to serve God 
and His people.  He has faithfully served 
God’s people as pastor and elder in 13 loca-
tions, from California to New Jersey, for 
the past 48 years.  He continues to serve 
enthusiastically in the Little Rock and 
Jonesboro, Arkansas, church areas and is 
a good example for all of us. 

Barry Howdeshell

Kindergartner’s Work 
Displayed at County Art 
Show

Lily Puckett, a kindergar-
ten student in Williamson 
County, Tennessee, recently 
had her artwork chosen to be 
displayed at the fifth annual 
Williamson County Schools 
Art Show. The school system 
has about 30,000 students, 
and only 300 young artists 
from kindergarten through 
12th grade were included in 
the exhibit. Lily’s artwork 
was on display at the pres-
tigious Frist Center for the 
Visual Arts in Nashville, 
Tennessee, during the month 
of March 2010.  

The young artists were honored with an 
opening reception by the school superin-
tendent. Lily was able to meet with museum 
attendees and discuss her impressionistic 
crayon and paint depiction of Shamu with a 
baby whale. Lily chose impressionistic style 
for this piece because Claude Monet is her 
favorite artist.  

Lily, now age 6 and in first grade, says 
she will continue to draw animals and 
plans to pursue a career in art. Lily attends 
church in Nashville, Tennessee, with her 
parents, Matthew and Melissa Puckett, and 
her siblings, Max and Lucretia Puckett.  

Michele Franke

Nashville Teen Earns 
Eagle Scout Honors

In November 2010 Kevin Parent of the 
Nashville, Tennessee, congregation was 
awarded the top Boy Scout honor for com-
munity service and leadership. Kevin’s 
troop honored him with a ceremony to 
commence him to the rank of Eagle Scout. 
Beginning as a Tiger Cub in 2000, Kevin 
has held many positions for his troop and 
attended many scout camps and leader-
ship trainings. Kevin chose to build picnic 
tables for a local nonprofit Christian school 
as his service project. 

He and his two sisters, Katelyn and Kay-
lee, have a strong sense of community service.  

All three children have 
spent the past few years 
helping others and earning 
top honors for their service 
from the organizations they 
represent.

Katelyn Parent earned 
the Girl Scout Gold Award 
in Jan. 2010, which is the 
highest honor a Girl Scout 
can receive. She created a 
project that provided craft 
kits for children who are 
patients at Monroe Carell 
Jr. Children’s Hospital at 
Vanderbilt, in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and for their 
family members who are 
residents at the Ronald 
McDonald House.

Kaylee Parent, the youngest of the three 
siblings, has also earned a top honor for her 
community service. In 2009, Kaylee earned 
the Girl Scout Bronze Award. This award 
is given to Girl Scouts aged 9 to 11 who 
participate in a community service proj-
ect with their troop. Kaylee’s troop took 
on a landscaping project for NHC Nurs-
ing Home. Currently Kaylee is working on 
earning the Girl Scout Silver Award.  

They are the children of Donald and 
Denise Parent of Nashville, Tennessee.

Michele Franke

Garden Grove 
Celebrates Its 10th 
Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend

A total of 102 enthu-
siastic ladies, mostly 
from California with 
a few from Arizo-
na, enjoyed the 10th 
Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend hosted by 
Garden Grove on Jan. 
14 to 16 at the beauti-
ful Embassy Suites in 
Santa Ana, California, 
with the theme “Becom-
ing Women After God’s 
Heart.” 

Sabbath serv ices 
began the main portion 
of our weekend with 
four inspiring special 
music selections fol-
lowed by a sermon by 
guest speaker Randy 
Schreiber, which set the tone as we learned 
not to stay on the sidelines of life but to be 
involved and follow through with action.  

During our two afternoon sessions we 
learned more about how to become women 
after God’s heart (Dianne Clark), how the 
way we live our lives now can affect those 
around us now and generations in the future 
(Elaine Carlisle), having joy and zest in our 
life (Shelly Thomas) and “It’s Just a Thing” 
(Sylvia Kennedy). Our ladies capped off the 
day with a delicious banquet meal together. 

On Sunday morning five ladies shared 
part of their lives and passed on lessons 

learned:  an example of a sister’s faith and 
zeal in coping with a terminal illness (Car-
men Snyder), three examples of women who 
did have hearts like God’s (Sue Black), tak-
ing care of our physical heart with spiritual 
analogies (Becky Garnant), learning from 
experiences at the Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter (Lacee Hilgen) and learning to put our 
lives in God’s hands (Sue Crow).

Kay Schreiber, our guest speaker, closed 
the Weekend with “Heart to Heart—Caring 
for God’s People.” Through some interac-
tive aspects and an action plan, we learned 
that we must put love into action. Carol 
Wallauch wove the presentations together 
as our moderator.  

A wonderful spirit, energy and vibrancy 
permeated the weekend as the ladies appre-
ciated learning, fellowshipping and bond-
ing with other ladies throughout this spe-
cial 10th anniversary weekend. 

Jean Updegraff

Local Church Updates: If your congrega-
tion’s news and events are rarely covered 
in United News, why not check with your 
pastor and write something for him to send 
in? We’re looking for 100- to 300-word 
articles and photographs with captions. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Include 
the author’s and photographer’s names and 
your phone number. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Kerry Heesch, Carole Brown, Carmen Snyder and Carol Wallauch 
enjoy the Garden Grove Women’s Weekend 

Above, Libby and Bob 
Dezso. Right, Bess and 
Joe Gabriel

Katelyn, Kevin, Kaylee Parent display their scouts awards
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Births
John “Jack” Marshall Disher was 

born a happy and healthy baby on Jan. 
8, 2011, to his beaming parents Tom and 

Heather Disher. Jack weighed 7 pounds, 
10 ounces and was 21 inches long. Tom 
and Heather are members of the Cin-
cinnati East congregation of the United 
Church of God. Tom works as senior 
Web developer in the home office.

Weddings
Santana and Ellen Reyes along with 

Manfred and Ursula Meier would hap-
pily like to announce the unity of David 
Reyes and Miria Meier in marriage on 
Jan. 14, 2011. The wedding took place 

at the bride’s parents’ house in Aus-
tria. The ceremony was performed by 
Martin Fekete and was viewed by the 
groom’s family via Internet video con-
nection as well as 25 guests physically 
at the ceremony.

The happy couple will start their life 
of unity in beautiful Salzburg, Austria.

 

On Aug. 1, 2010, Aaron Creech and 
Whitney Smith were married in a 
beautifully renovated 1920s bank in 
downtown Louisville, Kentucky. On 
the warm summer day, Derrick and 
Sheila Smith of Louisville, Kentucky, 
and Glenn and Ronda Creech of Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, joined with family and 
friends to celebrate the special union of 
their children. 

The bride was attended by her maid 
of honor, Amber Duncan, her sister 
Emily Cays and friends Emily Epperson 
and Meagan Garant. The groom was 
attended by his best man and brother, 
Joshua Creech, his friend Christopher 

Salva and brothers Caleb Creech and 
Nathan Creech. 

The bridal party was led by flowergirls 
Kelsey and Cadence Phelps and ring 
bearer Parker Hare, who was escorted 
by Ciara Phelps. A midafternoon wed-
ding filled with lilies and roses created 
wonderful memories shared by all. 

The happily wedded couple now 
resides in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Obituaries
Ethel Clubb, 97, of Limestone, North 

Carolina, died Sunday, Nov. 7, 2010, at 
her residence.

Mary Ethel Clubb was born Aug. 9, 
1913, in Yancey County, North Carolina. 
She was the daughter of the late Delbert 
A. and Sarah Howell Deyton.

In addition to her parents, Mrs. Clubb 
was also preceded in death by her hus-
band, Joe Clubb; brothers, Conway, Howe 
and Jay; and a sister, Madge Jonesbor-
ough.

She was a member of the United Church 
of God in Kingsport, Tennessee. Mrs. 
Clubb graduated from Clearmont High 
School, near Burnsville in Yancey County. 
She worked at various clothing stores and 
at a shipyard in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
during World War II.

Survivors include a sister, Macie Renfro, 
and several nephews and nieces.

Graveside services were conducted on 
Nov. 10 in Enka, North Carolina, with 
Eric Evans officiating.

Flowers were presented on behalf of the 
UCG-Kingsport brethren. Your prayers 
for God’s peace and comfort to be upon 
Macie, family and friends are greatly 
appreciated.

Joan E. Carlson, 79, of Sanbornton, New 
Hampshire, died Sept. 10, 2010. Joan was 

born in Arlington, Massachusetts, and 
raised in Medford, Massachusetts. She 
received her bachelor’s degree from Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Amherst. She 
was active in her community, assisting the 
American Red Cross, participating as an 
EMT and serving as a member of her local 
fire rescue squad. 

While living in New Jersey, she was assis-
tant curator at the Patterson, New Jersey, 
Museum. In addition, she was employed 
by the Teaneck Police Department as a 
sergeant. She was still actively working in 
their upholstery shop next to her when she 
accepted a new job as a foster grandmother 
in the local schools and was scheduled to 
begin after the Feast of Tabernacles.

Over 30 years ago she moved to New 
Hampshire with her mother, and both 
became members of God’s Church in New 
Hampshire. They attended together until 
her mother died in 1989. Joan continued 
attending alone until her death.

Family members include her daughter, 
Bonnie Brown; sons, Lawrence Jethro 
“Jed” Brown, Kenneth D. Brown; and a 
sister Martha Douglas.

She will be missed by her family and her 
many Church friends for her quiet encour-
agement, strong conviction and Yankee 
honesty.

A private graveside ceremony was held in 
September for the family and several close 

friends. In October a memorial gathering 
for her Church friends was conducted.

Joan served in Vermont as a member of 
the choir and later in Massachusetts by 
arriving early to help with setup as well 
as the library and literature tables. Baking 
tirelessly, she provided treats from her huge 
garden of vegetables and fruits.

Kenneth Ray Rageth, 81, of Cottage 
Grove, Minnesota, died peacefully on Fri-
day, Jan. 14, 2011, after a long battle with 
Parkinson’s disease.

Born in Arkansaw, Wisconsin, on Sept. 
1, 1929, Ken grew up and attended school 
in western Wisconsin before enlisting in the 
United States Army. Ken served his coun-
try for several years stationed throughout 
Asia during the Korean War.

In 1956 Ken married Carol Janet Olson 
of Maiden Rock, Wisconsin, and they had 
five children. In 1963 Ken and his family 
started attending the Worldwide Church 
of God in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where 
they made many lifelong friends. They 

moved to Cottage Grove, Minnesota, in 
1965. Ken was employed with Armour 
Corporation for many years and also the 
South Washington County School District, 
from which he retired after nearly 20 years 
of service.

Ken was an avid outdoorsman who 
enjoyed hunting and fishing. He loved to 
travel with his wife and children. A fan of 
country music, he also enjoyed singing and 
playing guitar. Ken and Carol were mem-
bers of the St. Paul congregation of United 

but were unable to attend the last few years 
because of health issues.

Ken is survived by his wife, Carol, of 
nearly 55 years; their children, Jeffrey 
(Julie) Rageth, Becky Collins, Randy 
(Gale) Rageth, Jerry Rageth, Barry (Kari) 
Rageth; and eight grandchildren, Melissa, 
Jennifer, David, Amy, Ashley, Amy, Sabri-
na and Sophie. Ken is preceded in death 
by his parents, Albert and Ellen, and five 
brothers and sisters. 

Ken will be greatly missed.

On Jan. 21, 2011, Solveig Birgitta Ham-
mar died. She was born in Vasteras, Swe-
den, in 1939. She moved to the United 
States at the age of 18 to marry. She was 
married for 19 years and had five children 
before returning to Sweden. She returned 
many times to the United States to visit her 
children; however, it wasn’t until 2006 that 
she returned for good to spend time  with 

her children and to worship God with her 
friends at Church.

Solveig had an extraordinarily strong 
love and faith in God. In 2007 she fulfilled 

Announcements

David and Miria Reyes

John Marshall Disher

Aaron and Whitney Creech

Joan Carlson

Kenneth Rageth

Solveig Hammar
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consisting of three 50-minute semi-
nars, and will be divided into the fol-
lowing topics:

•	 The time is fulfilled .

•	 The Kingdom is at hand.

•	 Repent.

•	 Believe the gospel.

The speakers will be qualified, expe-
rienced pastors, elders and deacons 
who are capable presenters. The home 
office will provide the seminar outlines 
and PowerPoint presentations for the 
presenters to use throughout the 12 
seminars. The outlines may be custom-
ized, provided they still adhere to the 
Mark 1 theme.

The public will never be invited to 
“join the church” or give money during 
the lectures. Any desire to attend will 
be initiated by the attendees. The pas-
tor and/or local presenter will, howev-
er, follow up with an e-mail message 
to attendees the following Monday 
morning.

These seminars will be a way in which 
our most highly motivated readers and 
viewers will be able to learn the truths 
of the Kingdom of God in face-to-face 
meetings with an authorized represen-
tative of Jesus Christ.

Please pray for the success of this 
seminar campaign and for the work 
being done at this stage to create the 
outlines and lecture material. It prom-
ises to be a very good program to com-
bine the efforts of the whole Church—
the media department, our ministerial 
leadership, our pastors and elders, and 
all of our membership.

Peter Eddington

ABC Continuing 
Education Seminars 
Set for Summer 2011

A four-day seminar will be offered 
this summer from June 6 to 9 at the 
ABC lecture hall in the home office in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. This year’s instruction 
will be shorter than in years past due 
to scheduling conflicts with Pentecost. 

The sessions will finish on Thursday 
afternoon to allow more time for par-
ticipants to travel home for the Sab-
bath on the 11th and the Feast of Pen-
tecost on the 12th. We will supply more 
details as to subjects and instructors in 
an upcoming issue of United News.

If you are interested in attending, 
please make plans so we may have a 
spot for you in the Summer Continuing 
Education Seminars. The fee remains 
the same—$50 per person with snacks 

and lunches included. Please contact 
us at (513) 576-9796 or e-mail kathy_
decampos@ucg.org and give us your 
name, phone number and e -mail 
address.  

We look forward to serving you 
through this valuable educational pro-
gram at the Ambassador Bible Center!

Gary Antion

ABC Hosts “Big 
Game” Party

Over 100 Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter students, home off ice staf f and 
guests attended the annual party to 
watch the Super Bowl game on Feb. 6. 
Although the Pittsburgh Steelers lost 
to the Green Bay Packers, there were 
no losers who attended the ABC event.

The food was delicious—hamburg-
ers, foot-long all-beef hot dogs, vari-

ous salads, side dishes and desserts. 
Popcorn was served during the game. 
The decorations were trimmed in the 
team colors and face painting was 
available to the ardent fans. Board 
games and locations for fellowship 
were made available for those who 
were not so interested in the football 
game.

The students did a “super” job of 
hosting at this major social event.

The next event ABC is planning is the 
charity auction for Zimbabwe sched-
uled for the beginning of May, and we 
plan to sell chocolate-covered mat-
zos as well as kosher marshmallows to 
raise extra funds for the auction.

Please continue to pray for the ongo-
ing success of Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter.

Gary Antion

ABC Brings Music 
and Encouragement 
to Local Nursing 
Home

Ambassador Bible Center students 
visited with and sang to the residents 
of the Clermont Nursing and Convales-
cent Center on Feb. 24, 2011. The entire 
class opened the performance with 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” and sang 
several songs from the ABC Chorale 

her long desire to attend Ambassador Bible 
Center and was very excited to have the 
opportunity to sing in the choir. She was 
a kind and gentle soul and will be greatly 
missed by all who came to know her. She 
loved people, flowers, traveling, long walks 
with her dogs, shopping at thrift stores and 
spending time with her children and grand-
children. She especially looked forward to 
spending eternity with her Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 2:9). She will be 
dearly missed by her children.

Solveig was preceded in death by her 
father, Borje Hammar; her mother, Maj-
Britt Laurell; and her daughter, Donna 
Denton. Solveig is survived by her sisters, 
Helene (Ingvar) Mostrom, Madeleine Lau-
rell, Eva (Leif) Eriksson; her four children, 
Cynthia Alcala, Don Michael (Laura) 
Alcala, Gary Alcala and Jeffrey (Maria) 
Alcala; 10 grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

A special memorial service for Solveig 
was held on Saturday, Jan. 29, 2011, in San 
Antonio, Texas. Included were personal 
reflections from her daughter Cynthia, a 
slideshow, choir selections “As the Deer” 
and “God Be With You,” and the service 
by Gary Petty. 

Thelma Applegate, 88, of the Knoxville, 
Tennessee, congregation of the United 
Church of God, died Jan. 22, 2011.

Thelma Applegate, one of five children, 
was born to the late James and Naomi 
Williford in MaRae, Georgia, on Sept. 12, 
1922.

Thelma Williford married Ancil Apple-
gate in 1943, and they had six children, Ann 
Blencowe, Alice Swogger and David, Leon-
ard, Roger and Ken Applegate. Thelma and 
Ancil divorced in 1984. Mrs. Applegate was 
baptized in 1968 and was a member of the 
United Church of God.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band; her two brothers and two sisters; a 
son, Ken; two grandsons, Shawn and Steve 
Applegate; and son-in-law, Bill Swogger. 
She is survived by five children, 19 grand-
children and 18 great-grandchildren.

Her daughter Alice Swogger had cared 
for her mother for the past several years 
in her home and at the nursing home in 
Andersonville, Tennessee. Alice just lost 
her husband, Bill, to cancer on Jan. 17. 

Mrs. Applegate was cremated. The chil-
dren will have a private memorial service 
for her this coming summer in Kentucky, 
where she spent the majority of her adult 
life. No immediate plans have been made 
at this time.   

The family wishes to thank everyone for 
their prayers and all the wonderful cards 

that they have received.

Yolanda Johansen, 70, died Jan. 2, 2011. 
She was born in El Paso, Texas, May 21, 
1940. She met and married Herbert, her 
husband of 50 years, in June of 1960. In 
1962, she moved with her husband back to 
his hometown of Hilo, Hawaii. Yolanda 
was baptized into the Church of God in the 
early 1980s. She is survived by her husband, 
Herbert; sons, Javier, Arthur, Harold and 
Christopher; daughter Debbie; two broth-
ers and a sister; two grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren.

Lee Mitchell Evans, 84, of Winchester, 
Ohio, died Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2010, at hos-
pice in the Adams County Regional Medi-
cal Center.

He was born in West Liberty, Kentucky, 
on Feb. 21, 1926, the son of the late Leslie 
and Ida Mae (Havens) Evans. In addi-

tion to his parents, he was preceded in 
death by three brothers and three sis-
ters.

Lee attended the United Church of 
God in Cincinnati, Ohio, and was bap-
tized in 1968. He also attended Sabbath 
services in Portsmouth, Ohio.

He is survived by his wife, Christine 
(Vance) Evans of Winchester; a son 
and daughter-in-law, Gary Wayne and 
Caroline Sue Evans; a son, Donnison 
Leon Evans; a daughter and son-in-law, 
Katondria Mae and James Danley; two 
brothers, Hershall and Leslie Evans; 
nine grandchildren; 15 great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces, nephews and 
friends.

Edward Smith officiated at the pri-
vate family funeral services on Thurs-
day, Nov. 18, 2010, at the Evans Rest 
Graveyard. A memorial service was 
held the following Sunday at Sullivan-
Thompson Funeral Home in Seaman, 
Ohio, with many dear friends and fam-
ily members attending.

Announcements: Members are welcome 
to submit announcements of the births, 
engagements, weddings, significant anniver-
saries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) and obituaries in 
their families. Please include a self-addressed 
envelope if you would like photos returned. 
Most items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give them to your local pastor to 
forward to United News.

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

Continued from page 1

Sabrina Clore and Amber Duran setting up 
for the “Big Game” party

Yolanda Johansen

Lee Evans
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program to the residents. Their presen-
tation included several a cappella piec-
es, a quartet performance and a vocal 
solo accompanied on the guitar. 

The residents enjoyed having visitors 
and hearing the students sing—and 
several were singing along! Likewise, 
the students also enjoyed this opportu-
nity to visit with and serve elderly mem-
bers of the community.

Chelsea Dawe 

ABC Now Accepting 
Applications for 2012

Do you want to grow in grace and 
knowledge? Would you like to build 
more godly character? Would you like 
to form friendship bonds that will last 
a lifetime? Would you like to have your 
biblical sword sharpened? Would you 
like to increase your leadership skills? 
And would you like to have good clean 
fun with fellow classmates? If  your 
answer is “yes” to any of these ques-
tions, then Ambassador Bible Center is 
for you!

Please note some of the comments 
from the class of 2010 about their expe-
riences at ABC:

“This program is priceless. I never 
imagined all the friendships I’d have.”

“Everyone wants to know you. It ’s like 
being in the Zone at camp.”

“I found a different kind of happiness 
here.”

“It has totally changed my life for the 
better.”

“Experiences at ABC were a highlight 
for me. There is a universal change in 
everyone by the end of ABC.”

We are accepting applications at this 
time. The cutoff date is July 22, so be 
sure to get your application in to be a 
part of another exciting year at Ambas-
sador, beginning on Aug. 14, 2011.

Gary Antion

2011 Colorado 
Women’s Weekend: 
“Becoming God’s 
Precious Jewels”

Ladies, come join us and have an 

inspiring weekend in the beautiful Colo-
rado Rockies!

The Colorado Front Range congrega-
tions are hosting a women’s weekend 
beginning Friday evening, July 29, until 
early to mid-afternoon Sunday, July 31. 

The location will be in a lodge retreat 
near beautiful Allenspark, Colorado, 
just 15 miles south of Estes Park. The 
view of Mt. Meeker behind the lodge is 
spectacular.  

Cost of lodging and six meals, begin-
ning with Friday night’s dinner, will be 
$130 per person. 

Inspiring speakers and fun activities 
are planned!

Registration forms and general infor-
mation are posted on http://denver.ucg.
org.

For additional information, call Beth 
Bradford at (303) 805-0089 or send her 
an e-mail at beth.bradford@comcast.
net.  

Beth Bradford

Wichita to Celebrate 
50th Anniversary

You are cordially invited to join the 
Wichita, Kansas, congregation of the Unit-
ed Church of God as we celebrate 50 years 
of dedication and service to God and His 
way of life. Join us on April 23, 2011, for 
warm and engaging fellowship, enriching 
spiritual meat and delectable entrées that 
will give way to an elegant evening filled 
with music, dancing and fun for all ages. 

We are pleased to announce that Mr. 
and Mrs. Denny Luker will be our spe-
cial guests for this monumental occa-
sion. Sabbath services will be held in the 
beautiful and intimate Bank of America 
auditorium. The catered formal dinner 
and dance will be held on the top floor 
of the Bank of America building, at the 
Petroleum Club, which offers amazing 
views of downtown Wichita, with a stun-
ning and elegant atmosphere. Formal or 
Sabbath wear is appropriate for the din-
ner and dance.

For more information, including the 
activity schedule, lodging options, pric-
ing and registration, go to http://wichita.
ucg.org. Registration is required for this 
event so that we can effectively plan.  If 
you have questions, please contact Ed 
Dowd at (316) 722-3248. 

Come celebrate with us! 

Ed Dowd

Festival Planning 
Brochure Will Contain 
Fall Festival Housing 
Info

Unlike in past years, the Festival hous-
ing information, including pricing and 

features for housing options available at 
all the U.S. and international fall Festival 
sites, will be published solely in the Fes-
tival Planning Brochure, due out in early 
April. It will be available online by April 1 
at http://feast.ucg.org/.

Mitchell Moss

21 More Bible Study 
Guides Posted

A 10-lesson series about God’s festi-
val plan and a seven-lesson capstone 
series dealing with the conversion pro-
cess have been added to the FreeBi-
bleStudyGuides.org website.

In addition, four more lessons were 
added to the “Bible Answers for...” sec-
tion of the site:

•	 “Communication	Pitfalls.”

•	 “Keys	to	Good	Communication.”

•	 “Decision	Making.”

•	 “Preparing	for	Marriage:	Before	You	
Say ‘I Do.’”

Series 4: God’s Plan for You and the 
Entire World

What did the Old Testament festivals 
mean to the New Testament Church? 
What can these harvest festivals teach 
us about God’s growth plan for us and 
all humanity?

The new Bible Study Guide series 
“God’s Plan for You and the Entire World: 
Unlocking the Secrets of God’s Festi-
vals” examines the often-overlooked 
connection between God’s festivals and 
His plan of salvation.

This 10-lesson series explores ques-
tions such as:

•	 Did	 Jesus	 Christ,	 the	 apostles	 and	
New Testament Church celebrate the 
“feasts of the Lord”?

•	 Will	all	nations	celebrate	these	fes-
tivals after Jesus Christ returns?

•	 Can	the	Sabbath	serve	as	a	type	of	
the promised Millennium?

•	 What	did	the	Passover	 lamb	repre-
sent?

•	 What	 spiritual	 lessons	 can	 Chris-
tians learn by eating unleavened bread?

•	 How	did	God	mark	the	beginning	of	
the Church of God on Pentecost?

•	 What	 incredible	 end-time	 events	
will the seventh or last trumpet signal?

•	 How	did	the	sacrificial	rituals	on	the	
Day of Atonement foreshadow the end-
time binding of Satan?

•	 What	are	tabernacles,	and	what	do	
they symbolize for Christians?

•	 Does	God	have	a	plan	for	each	per-
son who has ever lived?

•	 How	 should	 a	 Christian	 today	 cel-

ebrate the annual festivals of the Bible?

As always, these new lessons include 
links to many helpful related resources 
and provide practical “Apply Now” tips.

Series 5: What God Wants for You

The new Bible Study Guide series 
“What God Wants for You” looks at the 
steps God has designed for Christians to 
take to move closer to Him and become 
more like Him. It examines the biblical 
passages that reveal God’s loving plan 
for Christian growth and transforma-
tion.

This seven-lesson series explores 
questions such as:

•	 Is	God	calling	everyone	 to	partici-
pate in His plan of salvation now?

•	 Are	you	being	called	now?

•	 How	do	you	grow	in	faith?

•	 What	is	dead	faith?

•	 What	does	the	Bible	say	we	should	
do about sin?

•	 What	 is	 worldly	 sorrow?	 What	 is	
involved in true repentance?

•	 How	was	 the	baptism	 Jesus	Christ	
brought different from John the Bap-
tist’s?

•	 What	should	you	do	before	making	
the most-important lifelong commit-
ment?

•	 What	 does	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 help	 us	
understand?

•	 What	tools	do	we	have	available	to	
help us grow?

•	 What	 should	 we	 be	 doing	 as	 we	
move ever closer to the return of Jesus 
Christ?

•	 What	wonderful	 relationship	does	
God have planned for us?

These 21 new lessons cap a year-long 
effort to post practical, hope-filled les-
sons on a wide variety of topics, from 
worry to God’s will, from the armor of 
God to the Great Tribulation, and from 
substance abuse to dealing with diff i-
cult people. Currently the site provides 
81 lessons, with more on the way.

We have also added a number of new 
short Bible studies to the “3 Bible Tips” 
section—now there are more than 200!

Mike Bennett

March-April 
Portuguese Good 
News Supplement 
Now Online

The March-April  2011 Portuguese 
Good News Supplement, A Boa Nova 
Suplemento, is now available online at: 
http://www.revistaboanova.org/

Peter Eddington

The ABC Class of 2010 celebrating on their 
graduation day
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■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On March 1, Internet managing editor 
Aaron Booth reported the following 
exciting stats for UCG Web activity:

32,336 total Facebook fans. 
9,115 total Twitter followers.
600 videos posted on YouTube.
1,550,009 video views on YouTube. 
191 Bible FAQs posted. 
825,560 Bible FAQs views. 
346 e-mail campaigns (This Is the Way, 
UCG Weekly Update, GN Newsletter, 
WNP E-news) sent. 
515,583 clicks to our websites generated 
by e-mail campaigns.
49,616 booklet downloads from Apple’s 
iBookstore. 

■ Beyond Today Airing Schedule
March 6-12 “Get to Know Your Bible” 
with presenter Darris McNeely.
March 13-19 “Easter Exposed” with 
presenter Steve Myers.
March 20-26 “Dancing With the Dark 
Side” with presenter Darris McNeely.
March 27-April 2 “Will I Go to Hell?” 
with presenter Steve Myers.

■ Vertical Thought Contributors 
Needed for Upcoming Issues!

Vertical Thought magazine, by God’s 
grace, is moving forward with renewed 
visual and editorial vigor! Consequently, 

we have many new opportunities for 
vertical thinking teen and young adult 
volunteers ready and willing to contrib-
ute their skills in several areas.
•	 Writing:	opportunities	 include	writ-

ing short articles for the magazine and 
for the weekly online Vertical Thought 
Commentaries.
•	 Illustration	and	cartooning:	 to	add	

variety and zest to both the magazine 
and website, we are seeking good illus-
trations and insightfully humorous car-
tooning on biblical themes.
•	 Photography:	 plans	 call	 for	 more	

shot-for-purpose photos in the maga-
zine and on the website. Here’s a won-
derful opportunity to help illustrate ele-
ments of the true gospel for those of you 
with good camera skills.
•	 Videography:	in	the	future	we	hope	

to have verticalthought.org set up to 
feature short video clips that convey 
good lessons regarding moral dilemmas 
facing teens and young adults today.

If you have an interest and talent in 
any of these areas and would like to join 
the greater Vertical Thought team, then 
please write to the managing editors 
Randy Stiver (randy_stiver@ucg.org) 
and Dan Dowd (dan_dowd@ucg.org). 
Tell us who you are, what your area of 
interest is, and please include a sample 

of your skill.
Keep thinking vertically!

■ Writers: Send Us Your Bios!
Media and Communications Services 

is planning to launch a new UCG.org 
site in May 2011. On the new site we 
will feature a bio page for each writ-
er who has had an article printed in 
any of United’s publications (exclud-
ing announcements or “Local Church 
Updates”). 

Here’s what we need from all writers:
1. A short bio (two to three paragraphs, 

written in third person).
2. How you want your name dis-

played (e.g., Tom versus Thomas).
3. A high-quality photo that shows 

your face clearly. Please do not send a 
group shot. Photos must be sent in JPEG 
format.

4. (Optional) your e-mail address. 
This will allow our system to automatical-
ly contact you when someone comments 
on your article. 

Send your information to bios@ucg.
org. Thank you for helping make the new 
website a success!
■ French Good News on Press
The January-April 2011 issue of Bonnes 
Nouvelles, the French edition of the 

Good News magazine, has gone to press. 
The May-June issue is in proofreading 
and starting with the July-August 
issue, we are planning to remain only 
one or two issues behind the English 
Good News. It is also available online at 
http://www.revuebn.org/.

Featured Link
■ Giants
http://tinyurl.com/BTGiants
Watch the new video project “Giants,” 
created by Jamie Schreiber, Jeremy 
Lallier and Jonathan Magee. In our 
lives trials can loom over and threaten 
to crush us. The secret to overcoming 
them lies in the story of a ruddy-faced 
shepherd boy who struck down a giant 
thousands of years ago—reminding us 
that with God, all things are possible.
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at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices

The Twin Cities congregations would like to extend a heartfelt invitation 
to join us in celebrating the 14th Annual Families for God Weekend in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, April 1 to 3, 2011. 

This year’s theme is taken from John 13:35: “By this all will know that you 
are My disciples.” Events this year will include a Friday night Bible study 
and services on Sabbath followed by numerous helpful seminars. Our special guest speaker this 
year is Gary Antion, member of the Ministerial and Member Services team.

We welcome all teens aged 13 to 19 to this year’s prom “Paradise at Sunset.” The Saturday 
evening family activity promises a fun and relaxing time as our brethren entertain us with song, 
music, readings and more! To participate in the family activity, contact Tom Randle at tcr4ever39@
hotmail.com. Sunday’s activity will be at the Water Park of America. Nonswimmers are welcome 
to join us for lunch and fellowship.

Be sure to visit http://familiesforgod.org for details on times, room rates, menus and to down-
load the mail-in registration form.  You may also check with your local pastor or elder for registra-
tion forms and detailed flyers. For other questions, contact David and Stephanie Morker at (763) 
639-8705 or by e-mail at dsmorker@yahoo.com.

The registration deadline is March 20, so be sure to mail in your registration soon! The deadline 
for room rates if you are staying overnight is March 11—so don’t delay! We are looking forward to 
seeing you in April!

March 12: Southeast Regional Prom, http://atlanta.ucg.org.
March 12-13: Phoenix Women’s Weekend, http://phoenix-east.ucg.org.
April 1-3: Minneapolis, Minnesota, Families for God Regional Weekend, 
dsmorker@yahoo.com.
April 18: Passover (service previous evening).
April 19-25: Days of Unleavened Bread.
April 23: 50th anniversary celebration, Wichita, Kansas.
April 30: Midwest Teen Prom, http://www.midwestteenprom.com.
May 20-22, 2011: “Building Bridges” Spokane Women’s Retreat.
May 15-16: General Conference of Elders annual meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio.
June 6-10: ABC Continuing Education Seminar, Cincinnati, Ohio.
June 12: Pentecost.
July 9: Little Rock, Arkansas, and Memphis, Tennessee, 50th anniversary.
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