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“I was in prison and you came to Me”

■ How can God’s people serve 
brethren in jail or prison?
by Don Hooser

The “parable of the sheep and goats” in 
Matthew 25:31-46 is more than a parable! 
Jesus Christ is telling us how He is judging 
His disciples in their everyday lives.

When God called us, our initial focus 
was to stop our sinful actions—lying, 
stealing, immorality, breaking the Sab-
bath, etc. But after we cease the sins of 
commission (doing wrong), pleasing God 
depends more and more on our overcom-
ing the sins of omission (neglecting to do 
good). 

This does not mean that we earn salva-
tion by good works. It also does not mean 
we are trying to impress others with our 
righteousness (Matthew 6:1-4). But we 
must become Christ-like in our attitudes 
and actions.

Jesus is emphasizing love for His 
“brethren”

The Bible clearly teaches love and mer-
cy toward all people, even our enemies 
(Matthew 5:43-48). The second great 
commandment is “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself ” (Matthew 22:39). 

In the parable of the good Samaritan, the 
“neighbor” in need of emergency help 
was a complete stranger (Luke 10:29-37).

But numerous scriptures emphasize 
the need of special self-sacrificing love 
for our spiritual brothers and sisters. “By 
this we know love, because He laid down 
His life for us. And we also ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 
3:16). “Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all, especially to those 
who are of the household of faith” (Gala-
tians 6:10).

Although this article focuses on how 
we can help those in literal prisons, some 
of the principles apply to God’s people 
who feel somewhat imprisoned because 
they are shut-ins, or without transporta-
tion, or living in a remote area with no 
nearby Sabbath services. We should look 
for opportunities to help them in any way 
we can.

Pray for the prisoners God is 
working with!

Praying for Church members and oth-
ers in prison with whom God is working 
is something we all can do and should do. 
If we personally know someone in prison, 
we can pray in greater detail. “The effec-

tive, fervent prayer of a righteous man 
avails much” (James 5:16). Paul deeply 
appreciated those who were praying for 
him when he was in prison (Philippians 
1:19; Colossians 4:2-4).

Also please remember to pray for the 
family members and friends of those who 
are in prison. They often are experiencing 
major trials in their lives.

The prison system is part of “this pres-
ent evil age” when “the whole world lies 
under the sway of the wicked one” (Gala-
tians 1:4; 1 John 5:19). Prisons are gen-
erally an evil environment that tends to 
corrupt and harden inmates instead of 
rehabilitating them. It can be a very dan-
gerous place—prisoners can be abused, 
injured and even killed by other prison-
ers. It’s a drab, cold and depressing envi-
ronment. It’s made worse by the fact that 
some prison employees are dishonest, 
harsh and downright mean. The prison-
ers with whom God is working need our 
prayers for their safety, health, guidance 
and encouragement.

For a prisoner to be called by God to 
understand his eternal destiny is a bless-
ing beyond words! He can converse with 
His Creator and receive answers to his 
prayers. He can learn and live by God’s 
Word. He can repent, get baptized and 
receive forgiveness of his sins and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit! He can experience 
peace of mind and mental and spiritual 
liberty! For those God is calling, let’s pray 
that they answer that call!

And God’s calling puts him in contact 
with the Church of God. Then he learns 
that Church members are praying for 
him—even though they don’t personally 
know each other! Knowing this has been 
deeply comforting and encouraging to 
these inmates.

“Remember those who are in prison, 
as though you were in prison with them. 
Remember those who are suffering, as 
though you were suffering as they are” 
(Hebrews 13:3, Good News Bible).

What It Means to “Visit” a 
Prisoner

But what about visiting prisoners? After 
all, Jesus said, “I was in prison and you 
came to visit me” (Matthew 25:36, NIV). 
In this verse, Jesus was not referring to 

reaching out to a non-believer in prison 
unless he is a family member or close 
friend. There could be danger in doing so.

Let’s compare Matthew 25:36 and verse 
43. In verse 36, Jesus said “you came to 
me.” An easy and practical way to “go to” 
an inmate is by writing letters.

In verse 43, Jesus used different word-
ing—“you did not visit me.” The meaning 
of the Greek word episkeptomai for “visit” 
is not limited to the usual English mean-
ing. It includes the meanings to “care for” 
or “look after” or “take care of ” (certain 
needs someone has). It is the same word 
that James used when he instructed “to 
visit orphans and widows in their trouble” 
(James 1:27).

Therefore, writing letters is certainly 
one way to “visit” a prisoner in addition to 
praying. Literally arranging a visit inside 
a prison is more complicated and usually 
not advised.

Please see page 9

New Council Chairman 
Selected 

The Council of Elders met at 4:00 
p.m. EST on Nov. 8, 2012, via Web 
conference to discuss various items 
of United Church of God business. On 
the agenda was the selection of a new 
chairman.

Long-time church pastor and mem-
ber of the Council Robin Webber was 
selected to be chairman for a term 
that will continue through May 2014. 
He and his wife, Susan, live in South-
ern California. Mr. Webber will serve as 
chairman of the Council as well as the 
General Conference of Elders.

President Dennis Luker told the 
Council that he looks forward to work-
ing with Mr. Webber and reminded 

Please see page 10
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■ Louis Simpson Foundation 
Partners with LifeNets to 
Demonstrate Transformational 
Agriculture in Malawi.
by Howard Davis

Malawi is nicknamed the “warm heart 
of Africa.” It’s easy to see why. It’s full of 
intelligent, capable, aspirational, inviting 
and overwhelmingly peaceful people. Yet 
poverty devours the lives of its millions. 
Malawi is at the bottom of the interna-
tional totem pole of world wealth and 
power. In Malawi, 12 million out of 14 
million people live off their own small 
gardens. Each plot is typically one hect-
are (2.2 acres) or less. Agriculture like 
this accounts for 75 percent of the gross 
domestic product in Malawi.

Late Portland, Oregon, deacon Louis 
Simpson’s estate created the Louis Simp-
son Foundation in order to carry on 
philanthropy “in pursuit of virtue.” The 
foundation intends to collaborate, fund, 
demonstrate and develop an optimal 

“conservation agriculture” (explained 
below) model throughout Malawi for the 
benefit of the nation. Ultimately, the hope 
is for these practices to spread to poverty-
stricken subsistence farmers throughout 
Africa and the world.

As beautiful as Malawi is, with its stun-
ning sunrises and sunsets, mountains 
and valleys full of breathtaking color 
and variety, lush greens contrasting with 
rich brown soil, people do not live hap-
pily under their vines and fig trees. Many, 
including many of the 187 members of the 
United Church of God, live in conditions 
so primitive it would shock most mem-
bers in developed countries. In Malawi, 
52 percent live below the official poverty 
line of 15 cents a day per capita, according 
the 2012 U.S. AID report on the country.

That’s not a typo. That’s 15 pennies a 
day.

Personal gardens provide food—if 
there is water. There is abundant water in 
the rainy season. But due to the dramatic 
effects of climate change over the last 
decade, what used to be five months of 

rainy season (from October through Feb-
ruary) is now only two and a half months, 
with dry spells within it. This makes the 
steady growth from seedlings to mature 
plants very difficult. As you travel, how-
ever, you often see surface water. When 
brethren in Malawi pray, “Thy kingdom 
come,” they come from an entirely dif-
ferent lifestyle and experience than most 
members of God’s Church worldwide 
today.

Demonstrating the Millennial 
Future: God’s Way of Farming

In the last 10 years, a revolutionary 
method of agriculture was developed. If 
widely practiced, it could transform agri-
culture throughout Africa. It could even 
cause it to become a breadbasket for the 
entire world. It’s called conservation agri-
culture (C.A.). Its principles are consis-
tent in striking ways with the principles 
of the law of God. It “gives” to the land 
more than “takes” from it. It respects the 
nature of soil’s ability to strike a thriving 
balance when treated respectfully. With 

widespread use of C.A., Malawi could be 
enormously productive. It could even be 
wealthy by current standards. Research 
in Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, and else-
where in Sub-Saharan Africa has proven 
that even in severe conditions, these 
C.A. farming practices conserve water in 
amazing and logical ways. It also builds 
back the structure and quality of the soil 
and greatly improves plant treatment that 
can multiply the yields on crops.

The Simpson Conservation 
Agriculture Model 
Demonstration

The Louis Simpson Foundation’s exec-
utive—UCG pastor Howard Davis—and 
its board of directors, likewise comprised 
of UCG ministry and members, hired a 
newly called member of the Church in 
Malawi. He will coordinate certain mem-
ber farms throughout Malawi to create 
the Simpson Model of conservation agri-
culture. The model, its principles and 

God’s People in Malawi’s Beauty, Extreme Poverty

Left: (left to right) Church member Alfred Gama, Simpson Foundation-Malawi executive director Francis Ngapola and director of communications Diverson Chonde on the new 10-acre Simpson 
Demonstration Farm before development in Lilongwe. Right: a typical poor crop of maize in Malawi.

by Amanda Boyer

Preaching the gospel to the entire 
world is the commission given by Jesus 
Christ to the Church of God (Mark 
16:15). Prisoners are a part of this world, 
and it’s pleasing to report that the truth 
is reaching behind bars. According to a 
recent assessment, the gospel touches the 
hands of about 10,000 English-speaking 
and 1,100 Spanish-speaking prisoners in 
hundreds of prisons all around the United 
States, through literature and personal 
correspondence from the United Church 
of God.

When a prisoner writes the Church or 
sends in a literature request by mail, home 
office employee Barbara Antion receives 
it and processes about 90 percent of it. She 
reads the hundreds of letters we receive 
each month from prisoners and adds or 
updates their information in our system. 
She files their literature request to be sent, 
checks their previous request history and 
makes sure that duplicate material is not 
sent.

The remaining 10 percent of the incom-
ing prisoner mail are letters and requests 
that need personal responses and are 

delivered to Alec Surratt, a facilitator for 
surface mail requiring PCD (Personal 
Correspondence Department) attention. 
He summarizes the questions, the writer’s 
history of literature requests and adds a 
biography of the prisoner when available 
in a cover sheet that accompanies the let-
ter to PCD. This helps to organize and 
prioritize the responses needed.

The prisoner mail and cover sheet are 
then given to an appropriate responder 
in the PCD. Alec Surratt works in close 
cooperation with Chris Rowland, admin-
istrator of Ministerial and Member Ser-

vices, and Don Hooser, a full-time writer 
in the media department, to respond to 
the prisoner with personal counsel. These 
letters are answered using wisdom and 
discernment, according to the truth of 
God and the intentions of the sender.

There are three main ways a prisoner 
comes into contact with the truth. The 
first is through word of mouth of fellow 
prisoners who are in contact with the 
Church through our literature and per-
sonal correspondence. Inmates will share 

The Gospel Inside Prison Walls

Please see page 11

Please see page 4
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Mission Statement: The mission of the 
Church of God is to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God in 
all the world, make disciples in all nations 
and care for those disciples.

VICTOR KUBIK
Ministerial and 
Member Services 
Operations Manager

When I started at Ambassador College, 
I posted at 3x5 card on my bulletin board 
with Philippians 1:6: “Being confident of 
this very thing, that He who has begun 
a good work in you will complete it.” It 
seemed to apply to me personally when 
embarking on the journey of starting col-
lege to study the Bible and becoming active 
in the ministry of Jesus Christ. The scrip-
ture gave me hope that God was commit-
ted. It then gave me faith, because the word 
“confident” is in the passage.

The apostle Paul described Jesus as the 
“author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 
12:2). God is committed to complete what 
He starts in you. This is wonderful! He’s 
always there with outstretched arms when-
ever we need Him.

Understanding the nature of God, we see 
that He had a plan in mind for humankind 
since the very beginning! It begins in Gen-
esis 1 and successfully completes in Revela-
tion with a vision of man in a peaceful and 
healed world. God’s purpose does not fail.

Over my 43 years in the ministry I’ve 
looked to Philippians 1:6 many times as 
a standing promise to me. And I’ve never 
been disappointed. In my ministry I’ve 
seen just about everything. Both ecstasy 
and agony. But when I patiently hung 
on, God resolved unpleasant actions and 
reversals in due time. He’s been good to 
me, continuing His Philippians 1:6 com-

mitment by bringing me back to Him 
when I’ve sorrowfully repented. I rejoice 
and have faith because He is so committed 
and reliable.

What if Jesus Christ had decided to quit 
anywhere along the road in His plan for 
mankind? What if He decided at the last 
second that to go through the grueling 
experience of death through crucifixion 
was just not worth it, and that He and the 
Father would take another approach? Sal-
vation wouldn’t be possible.

But He is committed. While on the earth, 
Jesus underscored the fact that He had a 

mission and that He was committed to 
fulfilling it. Jesus said, “My food is to the 
will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His 
work” (John 4:34). He followed through.

God will fulfill that mission by deliver-
ing man from his current ungodly behav-
ior into a new world. It will be a world of 
unimagined success because God will 
make it so in spite of us. In the past God 
has brought on floods or captivities when 
He was extremely provoked. But He always 
continued right on with His plan to bring 
restoration and forgiveness. He has not 

failed.
On the Church level, He has promised 

to be with His people. Over the centuries, 
Satan has been trying to harm and destroy 
the Church in every possible way—from 
the inside, from the outside, from every 
angle. But I live by Philippians 1:6 and 
have confidence that God will be with us 
no matter what Satan throws at us. I know 
that, because of God’s promise, we will  
prevail.

It was Paul who wrote these hopeful 
words. He had more reason to be dissuaded 
and discouraged. His ministry was a series 

of calamities, betrayals, persecutions, 
imprisonments, shipwrecks and more. But 
he could still write confidently about get-
ting through it all. This is my example of 
success. I haven’t gone through a fraction 
of what Paul went through.

Let’s not lose heart. We live in a time 
when people can’t commit to relationships 
or promises. We don’t have to be that way. 
We can look to the author and finisher 
of our faith to finish what He’s started in 
our personal life, in the Church and in the 
world.  UN

FORWARD!

FORWARD!

God is Committed to Finish What He’s Started 
in You

Profile: Wilbur Berg

Wilbur (Wil) Berg has been employed 
by God’s Church since 1958, a 54-year 
employment period. He has also been an 
ordained minister for 51 years. At the 2012 
Feast of Tabernacles in Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado, Vince Szymkowiak honored 
him on behalf of Ministerial and Member 
Services for these many years of service to 
God’s people and the Church.

 Mr. Berg was born in Michigan in 1926. 
His father, a Lutheran minister, died when 
he was 7. After that loss, he spent most of 
his youth in New Hampshire, where by age 
14 he had already begun to play jazz piano 
professionally. As a young man, he played 
with many members of major orchestras of 
the big band era.

 During World War II, he served in the 
U.S. Navy, and by 1953 had graduated from 
Colorado College with a major in music. 
He went on to Yale University to pursue a 
master’s degree in classical music compo-
sition. As an experienced jazz pianist, he 
formed his own combos to help support 
himself in college.

 His first wife, the former Garland 
(Gay) Gould, was born in Oregon but 
spent later childhood years in Wyoming. 

Gay earned an art degree from Colorado 
College, and was an accomplished painter 
in oils. She was also a talented dancer who 
gave up an opportunity to study modern 
dance with world-renowned Martha Gra-
ham in New York City in order to marry 
Wil. As an aside, Mr. Berg readily admits 
that her dancing skills enabled her to be 
a much better rock climber than he was. 
They had four children (who produced 
seven grandchildren). 

In the early 1950s, Gay’s parents intro-
duced them to The Plain Truth. Reading it 
and studying the Bible became a life chang-
ing experience for them both. All this hap-
pened at a point in his life when Mr. Berg 
was searching for truth and absolutes. He 
wanted to find something that was certain 
and unchangeable, and he found it in the 
Bible! Soon he realized he was breaking 
God’s laws, and that continuing a profes-
sional career in music would cause ongo-
ing conflicts with Sabbath observance. So 
he made the critical and far-reaching deci-
sion to leave Yale without completing his 
master’s degree in music.

Despite these professional set-backs, he 
still feels today that learning and choos-

ing to live God’s way was the best decision 
of his life! By 1955, he and his family had 
moved to Pasadena, California, where both 
he and his wife were baptized. In 1958 he 
began working for the church and attend-
ing Ambassador College, graduating in 
1961. 

Please see page 10
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But He is committed. While on the earth, Jesus 
underscored the fact that He had a mission and 

that He was committed to fulfilling it.
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our literature with one another, and it is 
best received when it is given by a hard 
copy that can be held in their hands. A 
second way is through the Beyond Today 
television program that is usually viewed 
as one of the many Sunday morning reli-
gious programs. The third way is upon 
request from the prison chaplain or the 
person in charge of religious affairs, who 
requests bulk copies of our literature 
to be placed in their libraries, reading 
rooms, etc. Occasionally interested read-
ers will fill out the cards in our literature, 
but a letter or a note in the mail are the 
most common methods used to make a 
request.

There are some limitations on what 
we can send to prisoners depending on 
the institution and its regulations. For 
example, some can only receive three 
booklets per month, and in really strict 
prisons our literature cannot be received 
at all simply because it contains staples. 
Some cannot receive sermons via CDs or 
DVDs because they can be broken and 
used as weapons. In a rare case, our ser-
mon videos are permitted on an in-house 
prison network for Sabbath viewing.

When working with prisoners, one 
should keep both eyes open since inmates 

sometimes use feigned religious inter-
est as an avenue of early release. Sadly, a 
sincere change of heart and mind—true 
conversion—is a rarity. Approximately 

95 percent of parolees never contact us 
after release.

But there are instances when a prison-
er will take advantage of the time given, 

conduct an inventory of their life, and 
seriously strive for the truth and a bet-
ter way of life. In these instances, if they 
have received an ample amount of mate-
rial and have steady and healthy contact 
with the PCD, a request for a ministerial 
visit may be the result.

Once the paperwork is completed and 
approval from the prison is received, the 
minister is given the prisoner’s back-
ground information and details about 
their specific situation. A prisoner may 
then receive face-to-face counsel, and if 
they are truly interested in baptism and 
the gospel, further steps in counseling 
may be taken. Before any serious steps 
are taken, prisoners must be aware of 
what they are committing to and show 
the fruits of repentance. There are occa-
sions when a prisoner will be baptized 
while in prison, attend church on parole, 
or be baptized once they are released. It 
all depends on the length of their sen-
tence and circumstances.

While we can always do more, the gos-
pel is being made available. We continue 
to support the preaching of the gospel, 
rely on God’s provisions and wisdom and 
actively wait upon God’s will to call. “We 
do get through the prison walls,” said Mr. 
Surratt, “and we do have a presence.” May 
God continue to bless the work and our 
efforts to preach the gospel to this afflict-
ed world.

Please read the front page article by 
Don Hooser on how you can serve pris-
oners.  UN

by Mitchell Moss

Beginning in October, a group of 25 
ministers (including the instructor) 
has been connecting over the Internet 
to receive online pastoral training. The 
weekly classes are being offered as part of 
a ministerial training effort from Minis-
terial and Member Services. The curric-
ulum is currently made up of two classes: 
pastoral care and fundamentals of theol-
ogy. The classes are each two hours long, 
given once a week.

The pastoral care class is a survey class 
including sessions on counseling, speak-
ing, peacekeeping and more. Victor 
Kubik, Roy Holladay, Randy Stiver and 
Tony Wasilkoff and others take turns 
teaching pastoral care.

Donald Ward teaches fundamentals of 
theology, a more advanced and in-depth 
version of the class by the same name he 
teaches at Ambassador Bible Center. 

The participants in this first round 
of classes are primarily new ministerial 
hires with no background from Ambas-
sador College or University. There 
are also a few ministers enrolled with 
decades of pastoral experience to offer 
additional insight. Enrollment will even-
tually be opened for non-paid elders, as 
logistical considerations are solved.

The program was developed to fulfill 

the requirement for “qualified candidates 
for the ministry” as well as to “improve 
the quality and effectiveness of pastoral 
care in congregations” as outlined by the 
strategic plan. It’s designed to be a full-
on university-level course of study, with 
homework, writing assignments, testing 
and more.

This project came about when Victor 
Kubik, Ministerial and Member Services 
operation manager, had a conversation 

with Donald Ward, who has a doctorate 
of education. 

“I shared my dream about some kind 
of a training center with a curriculum, 
and he just came to life. He was so excited 
about wanting to help,” said Mr. Kubik. 
He put an announcement in the Ministe-
rial and Member Services  eNews, which 
goes out every week to all the ministry, 
and got many responses from ministers 
offering to teach a class. 

Ken Graham took on the responsibil-
ity of overall program coordination. Dr. 
Ward suggested a meeting to flesh out 
the program, so in June they had a 3-day 
workshop with everyone who would be 
involved. The first semester’s worth of 
classes were mapped out, and the second 
semester’s classes are being planned now.

The cost of bringing a group of minis-
ters in for a full year’s worth of training 
would be prohibitively expensive, not to 
mention disruptive to those men’s lives. 
UCG’s ministers aren’t young singles. 
They have families and lives back home. 
Doing it online means that an entire 
month’s worth of training for 25 people 
costs as much as half a night for a single 
room at the Holiday Inn.

A collection of software products, 
including video conferencing software 
and online classroom software allows the 
classes to take place. 

Future classes that will be added will 
be a gospels class and epistles of Paul. 
Each class will be tailored to what min-
isters can learn about pastoring from 
these topics. A standard certification for 
program completion will be given once 
a minister completes all the courses, no 
matter how long it takes. Flexibility is key 
in allowing any given person to fit it into 
his schedule.  UN

Online Training Saves Thousands in Costs,  
Trains Ministry

We continue to support the preaching of the 
gospel, rely on God’s provisions and wisdom and 
actively wait upon God’s will to call. “We do get 
through the prison walls,” said Mr. Surratt, “and 

we do have a presence.”

The Gospel Inside 
Prison Walls

Continued from page 2

Ken Graham (left) is the overall program coordinator of the project and Donald Ward (right) was 
instrumental in the initial planning.
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■ Four concepts to help keep 
the unwavering vision of the 
Kingdom of God firmly in 
mind.

by Robin Webber

God’s word tells us, “Where there is no 
vision the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18, 
KJV). Put another way, “When people do 
not accept divine guidance, they run wild” 
(New Living Translation). God makes it 
clear that it’s essential to keep our eyes on 
the goal He’s set before us. When we don’t, 
we can become distracted, disappointed, 
divided and even ultimately depart from 
His precious calling.

As Bible-reading Christians, we are 
acquainted with that vision that comes 
from above, but our eyes and our hearts 
can drift and be pulled down here by the 
distractions of self, Satan and the increas-
ingly secular, non-moral society sur-
rounding us. As people of faith, we know 
God promises that He won’t be late, but 
as you know, too often our human nature 
arrives early and therein lies the predica-
ment, even for people of faith.

The apostle Paul speaks to that vision 
from above as well as our earthly chal-
lenges, and offers a critical concept to 
consider. He states: “Not that I have 
already attained, or am already perfected; 
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold 
of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to 
have apprehended; but one thing I do, 
forgetting those things, which are behind, 
and reaching forward to those things, 
which are ahead. I press toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12).

Paul fully embraced an incredible con-

cept: that Christ had personally laid hold 
of him as one going down the stream of 
life. And now in turn he had a respon-
sibility to grab hold of that which was 
revealed. The Greek root word katalam-
bano expresses the concept of “laying a 
hold (apprehend) so as to possess as one’s 
own, but towards the benefit of the one 
seized upon” (Vine’s Commentary).

It’s important not only to have a vision, 
but also be anchored in unmovable 
aspects of a vision that bears fruit before 
God and one another. Thus allow me to 
share some pivotal concepts that encom-
pass the vision that God sets before us to 
press forward towards the prize of the 
upward calling. Some of the concepts are 
individual in nature while others bear 
collective responsibility.

1. God is calling us to grab hold of the 
concept proclaimed in Leviticus 

11:44 and 1 Peter 1:15-16—“You shall 
therefore be holy, for I am holy.” This 

means much more than having biblical 
knowledge roll off our tongues or our 
names on a local church membership 
roster. We are being called by God the 
Father to be permeated more every day, 
moving towards full saturation of being 
just like Him. The apostle Paul put it this 
way: “Therefore be imitators of God as 
dear children” (Ephesians 5:1). That is, 
practice being like God!

Consider for a moment: When Moses 
approached the burning bush on Mt. 
Sinai, he was told, “The ground is holy, 
take your shoes off ” (Exodus 3:5). Like-
wise the ultimate perfect holiness of God 
that we are graced to experience requires 
more than displacing outward apparel. It 
entails discarding our past, present and 
future life apart from God and handing 
them over to Him with the expectation 
that He direct our steps. That’s the deal! 
When we figuratively strip ourselves 
bare (much more than Moses’ shoes) and 

present ourselves to God in a surrendered 
state, God promises He will clothe us with 
garments of salvation and a robe of righ-
teousness (Isaiah 61:10).

Let’s appreciate that at times we might 
have settled for information and occa-
sional inspiration from a meaningful 
article or rousing sermon. But all along, 
God is demanding transformation.

This demands more than turning our-
selves inside-out like a sock, but becom-
ing a new pair of socks in order to follow 
in Christ’s footsteps. You see, Christ didn’t 
come to earth to simply make good men 
better, but to take dead-men-walking 
and make them live! When we grasp that 
concept, then Paul’s words become crystal 
clear in regards to holiness via transfor-
mation: “I beseech you therefore, breth-
ren, by the mercies of God, that you pres-
ent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

Pressing Towards the Prize of the Upward Call

Paul fully embraced an incredible concept: that Christ had 
personally laid hold of him as one going down the stream of life. 
And now in turn he had a responsibility to grab a hold of that 

which was revealed.

Please see page 9
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by Reuel Campos

From April 22-29 this spring, 32 camp-
ers, 12 mini campers and 42 staff (86 indi-
viduals total) from around the Philippines 
participated in this year’s United Youth 
Camp at Eden Mountain Resort, Davao 
City. Some staff members came a week 
earlier to set up and for pre-camp training.

The campsite we have been using for 
10 years has been converted to a vanilla 
plantation, so camp this year moved to 
new sites. Though relatively smaller and 
a bit more expensive than the previous 
campsite, these new sites have been favor-
able to the camp in many ways. They are 
closer to all but one of the activity sites, 
camper accommodations have improved 
from tents to huts, and hot showers pro-
vided comfort for the early morning bath.

The 32 campers were organized into 
four dorms, each with a counselor and an 
assistant counselor. For eight days they 
built friendships, learned lessons and 
faced the day’s challenges together as a 
family.

This year’s theme, “Pursue the Light,” 
was adapted from John 8:12 where Jesus 
said, “I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness 

but shall have the light of life.” It emphasiz-
es the importance of knowing and follow-
ing the true source of light, Jesus Christ, 
and His way of life, while living in this 
world of spiritual darkness and confusion.

Every day, an hour of quiet time from 
5:00-6:00 a.m. is set for personal Bible 
study, prayer, and meditation. Just before 
lights off at 10:00 p.m., each dorm and 
staff prays again to acknowledge God’s 
guidance, protection and blessings during 
the day. Thus, each day begins and ends 
with God—a very important habit that 
UYC tries to develop into each camper.

Christian living classes begin at 8 a.m., 
and each day focuses on different areas 
of Christian life as it relates to the theme. 
After Christian living classes, each dorm 
prepares a healthy lunch to gear them-
selves up for the next activities. The activi-
ties give each camper not just fun but valu-
able lessons and practical ways to conduct 
themselves properly as they reflect the 
true light to the world.

Campers were taught to respect each 
other in the dance activity. The ball games 
taught them the spirit of sportsmanship 
and humility. In-line skating and riflery 
emphasized the importance of balance, 

focus and self-control in our life.
Aside from fun activities and sports, the 

campers were also taught basic wilder-
ness survival skills. Without the conve-
nience of gas stoves and modern kitchen 
utensils, the campers learned to build a 
fire and cook unpolished rice, unleav-
ened bread and chicken curry in bamboo 
tubes. Banana leaves were used as table 
place mats while banana bark peeled off 
from its upright stem and cut in pieces 
were used as plates. The campers were so 
creative to have thought of carving spoons 
out of bamboo.

Perhaps the most popular activity that 
has always been the highlight of camp is 
the confidence course. With safety har-
nesses secured and a raw egg tied to their 
necks, each camper and counselor have to 
pass through different obstacles along the 
way and return back to the campsite with 
their egg unbroken. Aside from more than 
a kilometer uphill and downhill mountain 
hike, each dorm has to climb up a 35-foot 
vertical wall, gripping on stone holds and 
rappelling down as soon as they reach the 
top. The next obstacle is a 150-foot zip 
line crossing over a ravine about 50 feet 
deep. Next to the slide is a 120-foot long 

monkey bridge, suspended some 20 feet 
over a rocky stream. The final obstacle and 
the most challenging of all is the mud tun-
nel. Campers and counselors alike crawl 
through a dark, muddy, slippery and nar-
row tunnel going up to another extremely 
narrow concrete culvert about 30 ft. long 
and 24 in. in diameter. Though tired, dirty 
and exhausted, the campers hike their way 
back to the campsite in a dark trail, with 
joy and a deep sense of accomplishment 
and self-confidence rebuilt having suc-
ceeded in going through the difficult chal-
lenges of the day.

Workshops, Bible games, Christian liv-
ing Q&A sessions, a Sabbath service and 
Indian theme night rounded out the rest 
of camp. On the final morning at camp, 
everyone gathered to write encouraging 
notes on each other’s notebook. Certifi-
cates and awards were given at the clos-
ing ceremony. As a token, everyone was 
given a mini-keychain LED flashlight as a 
reminder to always pursue the True Light.

All credit and praise belong to our 
Almighty Father and to our elder broth-
er Jesus Christ, the only true light, for 
making this year’s camp successful once  
again!  UN

Camp Report: Challenger Camp Philippines 
Davao City April 22-29

Clockwise from top left: camper on the climbing wall on the confidence course; a Christian living class; girls playing soccer; boys playing ball; a camper in the mud tunnel on the confidence course.
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Births
Ben and Ingrid Haworth of Stavanger, 

Norway, would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers, many beautiful cards and 
encouraging words regarding Ingrid’s 
pregnancy with triplets.

They were blessed with an additional 
five weeks that the babies were able to 
grow and develop before their arrival on 
Feb. 16, 2012.

The three were born six weeks early. 
Caleb Benjamin was born at 10:29 a.m. 
and weighed 4 lbs. Evelyn Suzanne was 
born at 10:30 a.m. and weighed 4 lbs., 6 
oz. Nathan James was born at 10:31 a.m. 
and weighed 5 lbs.

They were larger and stronger than the 
doctors expected and were able to breathe 
on their own. They are healthy and thriv-
ing. We are extremely thankful for the 
many prayers made on their behalf!

In the wee hours of June 15, 2012, 
Kevin and Lexie Spahich welcomed their 
new little girl into the world. Katie Renee 
Spahich was born in Edmonton, Alberta, 
at 3:00 a.m., at 9 lbs., 21.5 in. Her three 
brothers were eager to meet her once 
mom and dad returned to the farm after 
resting for a day in the city. Grandpar-
ents in Saskatchewan and Ontario were 
thrilled to have their first granddaughter, 
who they are already trying to spoil. On 
the Sabbath of Sept. 27 the Edmonton 

congregation blessed a number of little 
girls including little Katie.

Anniversaries
Bob and Marie Honeycutt of the 

Raleigh, North Carolina, congregation, 
recently celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary. Bob and Marie were married 
on Nov. 2, 1947, when both were 17 years 
of age. Marie jokingly said that they were 
“young and didn’t have a lick of sense.” 
Bob commented that it’s been hard work 
but he has enjoyed every minute of it. 
They have four children, two grandchil-
dren, and four great-grandchildren. Bob 
became a baptized member of the Church 
in April, 1974. Marie, though not a mem-
ber, has been very friendly and support-
ive. Bob and Marie celebrated their anni-
versary at a special dinner with several 
Church members on Nov. 4th. It was a 
happy occasion, with a toast congratulat-
ing this special couple and wishing them 
many more happy anniversaries.

Obituaries
R. Donald Goodrich, 82, of Spokane, 

Washington, died July 9, 2012, from 
congestive heart disease and a prior fall, 
breaking his hip.

Don, or “Grandpa,” was born in Nor-
folk, Nebraska, on Nov. 16, 1929, to C. Paul 
and Edna Goodrich, 15 minutes prior to 

his twin brother Ron. He always remind-
ed his brother that he was the older of the 
two. He also had two younger brothers, 
Steve and Paul, and a sister, Sharon. After 
high-school graduation he had a short 
term in the Navy. He regretted that it was 
such a short term until he met Eunice 
Goehring. They were married Dec. 27, 
1952. They came into the Church in 1969 
and were later ordained deacon and dea-
coness. Many people recall being greeted 
by them at the door of the Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, church, making them feel at 
home both at church and in their home. 
Until retirement, Don had been a dental 
technician making dentures. In the early 
70s they moved to Claremore, Oklahoma.

Don and Eunice had two children; 
Michelle (Mark) Mickelson and Don 
Goodrich. Once grandchildren arrived, 
Megan (Bryan) Smith and Derek Mick-
elson, they followed the grandkids, liv-
ing in Lubbock, Texas, and then Spo-
kane. Eunice died June 6, 2011, at which 
point Grandpa moved in with Mark and 
Michelle. In March 2012, he moved into 
the VA Hospice unit, where he enjoyed 
visiting with the other patients of the 
facility. Life at the Mickelsons’ was just 
too boring. He is remembered by every-
one with always having a smile and a big 
hug to give you.

Both Don and Eunice stopped attend-
ing church in the mid-70s, and Grandpa 
found it a real blessing and joy that he 

returned to Church after Eunice’s death, 
getting to keep the Passover and festivals 
one last time.

Katharine (Kat) Kroeker of Lumby, 
Bristish Columbia, Canada, died July 
3, 2012, from complications after knee 
replacement surgery. Mike Erickson (pas-
tor for the Okanagan congregation) per-
formed the funeral on July 11, 2012. Kat 
was born Nov. 26, 1956, in Niagara-on-
the-Lake in southern Ontario, Canada. 
From childhood she suffered with rheu-
matoid arthritis that crippled her whole 
body, but this never stopped her from 
anything she wanted to accomplish. She 
wrote two books about her life. In her 
later years she started Shorthand Publish-
ing, editing and publishing books, mostly 
autobiographies of people in her area.

She lived in Lumby for over 20 years, 
the first few years with her mom Tena, 
who died on Feb. 2, 2006. The health 
issues she faced made life very difficult, 
but Kat was a determined lady and always 
went full-steam ahead. Her mother was 
baptized in July of 1969 and Kat in March 
of 1974. At the time of Kat’s death she was 
a webcast member of the Spokane, Wash-
ington, congregation. Though miles sep-
arated her from brethren she made many 
friends via the Internet and when she was 
able to attend church in Kelowna.

She was an inspiration to many. Despite 
her health issues she remained positive 

Caleb Benjamin, Evelyn Suzanne and Nathan 
James Haworth

Katie Renee Spahich Bob and Marie Honeycutt

R. Don Goodrich Katharine Kroeker Lillian Saco

Announcements
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and could always find something to laugh 
about. She had an unwavering trust in 
God. She believed God would take care 
of her and do what was best for her. She 
couldn’t always understand the direction 
her life took, but she never doubted that 
God was in charge.

Lillian Saco died Sept. 7, 2012, around 
8:00 p.m. She was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland, one of 10 children. Anyone 
who knew her can tell you she was spunky 
her whole life all the way to her last days. 
She was never afraid to tell you what was 

on her mind. Anytime for any reason, she 
would tell you exactly what she was think-
ing. Anyone who knew her also knew a 
lot about her life because she was not 
afraid to tell you about her past. “When 
I repented, I repented 100 percent,” she 
used to say. 

Although her past was not without dif-
ficulties and challenges, she was willing 
to share all the details, in her way, to help 
others not make the same mistakes. In 
1961, she heard Mr. Armstrong on the 
radio and began to study her Bible. She 
had more marked-up, read-through and 

well used Bibles than anyone. If you asked 
her where something was in the Bible, she 
knew exactly where to find it. She believed 
every word of the Bible. She was a rock in 
her beliefs. Her life before God called her 
and some of her life after was harder than 
most people could survive, yet her faith in 
God’s promises kept her looking forward 
to the world tomorrow with great hope. 
We are so very eager to see her again in 
God’s Kingdom. She will definitely be 
there, young and healthy, without pain, 
without sorrow, telling everyone she sees 
about God’s wonderful way of life.

Announcements

Announcements:
You are welcome to submit 

announcements of the births, engage-
ments, weddings, significant anniversa-
ries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) and obituaries 
in your families. Most items are 50 to 
100 words and should not exceed 250 
words. Please e-mail (preferred) to 
UN@ucg.org or give them to your 
local pastor to forward to United News. 
If you mail via regular mail, please 
include a self-addressed envelope if you 
would like photos returned.

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

“Back to Nature” 
Church Campout a 
Success

The Hickory, North Carolina, congre-
gation held a campout over the week-
end of Oct. 26-28 on pristine property 
on the Jacob Fork River, owned by 
member Gary Mull. Brethren, including 
some from the Charlotte congrega-
tion, came on Friday afternoon to set 
up camp. Cool fall temperatures in the 
50s were ideal for enjoying fellowship 
around the campfire, a beautiful star-
filled sky and a nearly full moon.

All the campers shared breakfast 
together Sabbath morning. After this, 
fellowship was enjoyed around the 
fire. Services were held on a large deck 
overlooking the rocky stream that 
used to be the site of an old mill. As this 
was a back-to-nature camp out and we 
weren’t using electricity, Gayle Hoefker 
played her flute to accompany the 
hymns. Scott Hoefker gave the sermon. 
It was titled “Halloween and the Gar- 

den of Eden.” With no amplification 
he had to project over the continuous 
sound of the rushing waters cascading 
below.

After services, the guys grilled hot-
dogs and gathered potatoes and sweet 
potatoes that were cooking in the 
coals. Salads, beans and fruit were pro-
vided by the ladies, and we all enjoyed 
a scrumptious dinner on the deck.

After dinner, we once again enjoyed 
the campfire and shared peanuts 
roasted over the fire, s’mores, and 
hobo cherry pies. The moon was our 
street light, but it also delighted us 
with a beautiful “moon dog.”

Breakfast on Sunday morning was 
provided and served by the pastor, 
deacons and their wives. We cooked 
eggs, pancakes, sausages, potatoes 
and coffee on camp stoves. Everyone 
ate till they were filled. Some ventured 
out into the woods and along the 
stream for a hike. Evidence of beavers 
was seen, but none were sighted.

Later on tents and sleeping bags 
were packed up, and we talked about 

“doing it all again next year.”
Gayle Hoefker

Nashville 
Congregation Raises 
Money to Fund Camps, 
Project Linus 

The Nashville, Tennessee, congrega-
tion is happy to share with you our 
thrilling project of the 2012 summer.

Even before the summer began we 
held a yard sale to benefit the youth 
camp in Jamaica. Over a two-day sale 
we gained $1,800 for the camp. At the 
end of the sale we could not believe 
the number of things we still had. 
“Visions” of the story of the loaves and 
fishes in Matthew 14 had us rethinking 
our mission. So we continued the next 
week with an additional sale, this time 
to benefit Camp Tomahawk, our local 
pre-teen camp. This sale raised over 
$1,000.

Even with these amazing results we 
were astonished at the number of sale 
items we still had. What were we to do? 
We did not want to continue having 
yard sales. We had to find someone 
with whom to share our bounty. A 
neighbor of one of our Church families 
was having a sale to offset continuing 
long-term medical expenses for her 
daughter. We packed up our “baskets 
of leftovers” and donated them to her.

We were left with a wonderful feel-
ing as we surveyed how God had mul-
tiplied our efforts to help not only our 
Church camps, but others as well. Our 
God is a great God.

Another project a couple of our 
ladies, Elaine Branch and her mother 
Mary White, have embarked on is Proj-
ect Linus, a non-profit organization 
named after the Peanuts character 
who loves his blanket.

Project Linus volunteer members 
make blankets for children in need: 
those in hospitals, long-term health 
care facilities and homeless shelters.

These women, not seeking rewards, 
are exemplifying God’s love by nur-
turing those in need. They have seen 
a need and have stepped up to fill a 
portion of that need. They started a 
local branch of the project, and in the 
past year they have made and donated 
hundreds of blankets and are going 
strong.

Yet another group of Nashville wom-
en has set out to collect much needed 
items for a local homeless shelter. So 
far we have collected several boxes of 
vital needs items and plan to make this 
an ongoing project, donating boxes 
every quarter to a shelter.

Between helping with youth camps, 
homeless shelters, hospitals, etc. we 
hope to fulfill the law of love Christ 
has asked of us all. Many thanks to our 
unsung heroes.

Members of the Hickory, North Carolina, congregation at their church campout in October.

Scott and Gayle Hoefker at the Hickory 
campout.

Local Church Updates: Send us news 
and events from your local congregation! 
Check with your pastor and have him 
forward what you write. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and pho-
tographs with captions. Please include a 
self-addressed envelope if you would like 
photos returned. Include the author’s and 
photographer’s names and your phone 
number. Please double-check the spell-
ing of names. Please e-mail (preferred) 
or give the material to your local pastor 
to forward to United News.
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acceptable to God, which is your reason-
able service. And do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God” (Romans 12:1-2).

2. Let’s grab hold of the promise that 
what God starts He finishes. The 

apostle Paul often uses the analogy of our 
calling being like a spiritual race (1 Corin-
thians 9:24-27). God determines for each 
of us whether it is sprint or a marathon, 
but whatever the length of our days, run! 
As we do, let’s remember that we do not 
run alone. Let’s press forward with the 
encouragement provided by Paul: “Being 
confident of this very thing, that He 
who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Philippians 1:6). Let’s pace ourselves spe-
cifically with the promise set forth by the 
One who has already finished the race. 
“All that the Father gives Me will come to 
Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by 
no means cast out. For I have come down 
from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of Him who sent Me. This is the 
will of the Father who sent Me, that of 

all He has given Me I should lose noth-
ing, but should raise it up at the last day” 
(John 6:37-40). Thus, as we press forward 
to the upward calling; let’s take personal 
responsibility for sharing and rehearsing 
such promises of God with one another 
to motivate one another over the hurdles 
of this life.

3. Let’s grab hold of the incredible pur-
pose that Christ grabbed hold of us 

to learn to love others as God loves us. 
Yes, loving like God loves is the goal, and 
anything else falls short. Now that’s an 
upward call if ever there is one, because 
humanly it’s impossible to achieve with-
out His Spirit. But that’s what we press 
towards. 

Let us endeavor to mirror Christ’s own 
defining statement that identifies His fol-
lowers: “By this will all men know that you 
are My disciples, if you have love [agape] 
for one another” (John 13:35). That’s why 
members of the Body of Christ come 
together to express and experience such 
godly love with one another. The author 
of Hebrews captures God’s hold on us this 
way: “And let us consider one another in 
order to stir up love and good works, not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but 

exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day approaching” 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). Christianity is a 
contact event with others, be they family, 
coworkers, neighbors or fellow Church 
members. We simply cannot express or 
experience it by sheltering ourselves in 
self-imposed isolation or going through 
scriptural recipes on our own. Let’s be 
prepared to love the unlovable, to help the 
helpless and comfort the hopeless. 

That’s why God calls us together on 
the Sabbath to not only receive a mes-
sage from a pulpit, but to personally 
share Christ living in us with others by 
thought, word and deed. Personal actions 
that reveal you have been loved, and thus 
you seek out, share yourself, and love in 
return.

4. God has grabbed hold of us to real-
ize we have been called to more than 

simply personal salvation alone. We’re a 
part of something much greater than our-
selves and broader in reach. We’re mem-
bers of a spiritual fabric called the Body 
of Christ—God’s new creation designed 
of spirit, not of dust. A new creation that 
encompasses being citizens (plural) of 
God’s Kingdom, members (plural) of His 
family and essential building blocks (plu-
ral) “built together” of a living holy Tem-
ple designed for God in which to dwell 

(Ephesians 2:19-22). Scripture declares 
that Christ is the head of the Church, 
which is His Body (Ephesians 1:23). Thus 
if Christ is the Head and we are the Body, 
we therefore become His eyes to see the 
needs of others, His arms to reach out to 
accomplish His works, and feet to run His 
errands. 

We are truly a part of something so 
much grander than our self-interests. 
Together, as disciples spread around the 
world, yet united in Spirit, we have a col-
lective opportunity to “spread the net” 
as “fishers of men” in responding to the 
upward call to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the Kingdom of God, make 
disciples in all nations and care for those 
disciples.

That’s why the vision statement of the 
United Church of God reflects God’s 
desire for a people to be “joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by 
which every part does its share, causes 
growth of the body for the edifying of 
itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16).

Let’s keep the vision and maintain the 
desire to press forward toward the goal 
of the prize of the upward call of God in 
Jesus Christ. Never limit God, and never 
limit what God can do through you for 
others—starting now!  UN

When Is It Appropriate to 
Correspond With or Visit a 
Prisoner?

If someone in your own immediate 
family is incarcerated, is respectful and 
wants you to visit him, they are your first 
priority. Extended family members and 
personal friends in prison may be second 
priority. “If anyone does not provide for 
his own, and especially for those of his 
household, he has denied the faith and 
is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 
5:8). Oftentimes a person in prison has 
badly hurt his family in the past so it can 
be difficult to forgive him. But forgive we 
must, especially if he is truly sorry. Don’t 
feel obligated to make financial sacrifices, 
especially ones that will hurt the rest of 
your family.

A top priority is fellow Church mem-
bers in prison as a result of religious per-
secution. In the New Testament, we read 
of imprisonment and “chains” happening 
to Paul and other apostles and ministers 
and members (Acts 5:17-25; 8:3; 12:1-17; 
16:16-40; Philippians 1:3-20). We should 
not let shame hold us back from reach-
ing out to them. Paul wrote, “The Lord 
grant mercy to the household of One-
siphorus, for he often refreshed me, and 
was not ashamed of my chain; but when 
he arrived in Rome, he sought me out 
very zealously and found me” (2 Timothy 
1:16-17, see also verse 8).

Thankfully, very few of our members 
(especially in Western societies) are in 
this category right now, although we 
anticipate many more in the future as 
persecution intensifies. And let’s not for-

get the countless professing Christians 
around the world who are being perse-
cuted because of their religion.

This category of being in prison because 
of religious persecution is probably what 
Jesus was referring to primarily.

Wisdom in Dealing With 
Members Who Have Committed 
a Crime

What about a Church member who 
is incarcerated for committing a crime? 
(This category includes those who were 
baptized before going to prison and 
those who were baptized while being in 
prison.) Please don’t arrange to visit the 

prisoner until his pastor has visited him 
(usually more than once) and has given 
his approval for you to visit. That’s a wise 
rule to follow for your own safety and 
well-being. A possible exception is when 
you know the prisoner extremely well. In 
most cases, it’s best to wait for the pastor’s 
appraisal and approval before even cor-
responding with the prisoner.

What about prospective members 
(PMs) in prison—those who seem to be 
called by God and are making apparent 
progress towards baptism? In that case, 

one should wait until the prisoner has 
been baptized and the pastor has given 
his approval to correspond with or visit 
the prisoner.

Most people in prison deserved their 
punishment, although many deny that. 
Many of these criminals (that is, who are 
guilty of a crime) who sound innocent are 
not so innocent—they just know how to 
put on a good show. Some convicts (those 
convicted of a crime) are masters at con-
ning people—duping and manipulating 
them, especially those who are naïve and 
gullible.

Some will play on a kind-hearted per-
son’s sympathy to get financial gifts. 
Sometimes they persuade a person to 
become an advocate to pursue a legal 

defense. And numerous women have 
been duped into romantic involvement 
with a “charming” prisoner—which 
almost always has disastrous results.

Fairly often even our ministers—espe-
cially ministers who haven’t had a lot of 
experience in counseling prisoners—have 
been deceived for a while. But it’s their 
responsibility to counsel prisoners who 
request counseling, and they soon learn 
how to carefully evaluate them. Ministers 
are also shepherds whose responsibility it 
is to guide and protect God’s people from 

any who would deceive them or hurt 
them. A minister must become aware 
of an inmate’s criminal record to know 
if he is a psychopath or has been guilty 
of violent crimes, sex offenses or other 
predatory crimes. (Anyone can access 
someone’s criminal records. You can find 
them online via state websites and nation-
al government websites.)

It always takes time to see if a pris-
oner’s transformation is a genuine and 
permanent commitment or if it’s merely 
“jailhouse religion.” Many inmates make 
a temporary change to salve guilty feel-
ings or to get the parole officers to believe 
they’re deserving of a parole. It’s amazing 
how many strive to become ministers or 
lawyers (the latter being an effort to find 
some legal loophole to help them get out 
of prison).

Even when an inmate is initially sincere, 
sadly he often doesn’t remain faithful and 
endure to the end. He doesn’t survive the 
temptations and trials while inside prison 
or on the outside after being released. He 
becomes an example of Jesus’ descrip-
tion of one type of person being called:  
“The rocky soil represents those who 
hear the message and receive it with joy. 
But like young plants in such soil, their 
roots don’t go very deep. At first they get 
along fine, but they wilt as soon as they 
have problems or are persecuted because 
they believe the word” (Matthew 13:20-
21, New Living Translation).

It Seems That God Is Working 
With Numerous People in Prison!

From the many, many prisoners who 
are writing to United Church of God, it 

Continued from page 5

Continued from page 1

“I was in prison and you came to me”

Pressing Towards the Prize of the Upward Call

With lots of free time and a dearth of 
amusements, it’s not surprising that quite a few 

prisoners eventually try reading the Bible. 

Please see page 10
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He explains that his 51 years in the 
ministry can be divided roughly into 
two 25-year segments, with the first 25 
years spent working in and around Pasa-
dena. During this period, he was in many 
meetings with Herbert Armstrong, who 
appointed him to church doctrinal and 
divorce and remarriage committees. Over 
the years he also had continual personal 
contact with Herman Hoeh regarding 
doctrinal matters.

Other assignments included work-
ing with Clint Zimmerman in the letter 
answering department; working with 
Leroy Neff in the special services depart-
ment, which helped young men in the 
church obtain conscientious objector sta-
tus; being the administrative assistant to 

Roderick Meredith, who was director of 
church administration; pastoring breth-
ren in the Hawaiian Islands for about six 
months; and co-pastoring the 700-mem-
ber Long Beach, California, congregation 
with Al Dennis for almost 10 years.

 The second 25 years began during the 
1980s when Wil was assigned to Idaho to 
pastor churches in Twin Falls and Black-
foot, Idaho, as well as in Jackson, Wyo-
ming. He has remained faithful to God’s 
way even as he experienced hardship, suf-
fering and loss. He lost his second oldest 
son in 1998 and his first wife of 50 years 
four years later, both from cancer. 

 In 2003, he married the former Susan 
(Sue) Blumel. Sue also graduated from 
Ambassador College, and later earned a 
Ph.D. in family studies at Brigham Young 

University. She taught three years at 
Ambassador in Big Sandy, Texas, as well 
as at other universities. For the last seven 
years, she has been teaching for the Uni-
versity of Wyoming. In addition, she has 
over a decade of teaching experience in 
early elementary Montessori schools.

Together they have continued to 
serve God’s scattered people in western 
Wyoming and eastern Idaho. Mr. Berg 
presently pastors small congregations 
in Dubois, Wyoming, and Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. He participated in three different 
doctrinal task forces in recent years, and 
is currently a member of the Ministerial 
Journal review team.

During summers, the Bergs have hosted 
Challenger Teton camp-goers since that 
camp’s inception. In more recent years 
they have hosted over 20 staff members 
and participants of the Wind River Chal-

lenger Camp Program in their Dubois, 
Wyoming, home multiple times. To help 
accommodate such needs, Mrs. Berg has 
even learned to hunt wild game animals 
with her husband, and has gained more 
experience cooking for large groups of 
people.

Mr. Berg still enjoys fly fishing, hunt-
ing, hiking/backpacking and skiing with 
his wife, other family members, and 
friends. While he has had setbacks and 
disappointments during his life, God has 
blessed him in many ways, some of which 
he feels he has not deserved. 

He concludes his life story with a broad 
summary of his conversion experience: 
“I have found that God is love, and that 
His overarching purpose is to transform 
us from being His enemies to becoming 
as He is, which is being full of His Love” 
(1 John 4:16-17).  UN

Continued from page 3

everyone that their long friendship 
goes back to the time when they both 
served in the Southern California area.

See page 4 for a From the Council col-
umn by the new chairman, “Pressing 
Towards the Prize of the Upward Call.”

Peter Eddington

Beyond Today Has 
Record Week on 
Middle East Program 

The Beyond Today television program 
“Middle East Family Feud” hosted by 
Darris McNeely, which aired the week 
of Nov. 11-17, attracted the highest 
response (1,249) and the lowest cost 
per response ($13.13) out of all 19 pro-
grams aired so far this fiscal year.

The effective explanation of the 
underlying reasons for the ongoing 
Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle East 
appears to have struck a chord with 
our viewers. The idea of a long-stand-
ing family feud, going back thousands 

of years, was beforehand a total mys-
tery to most. Our television program 
provided a fresh and biblical perspec-
tive on the geopolitical and religious 
underpinnings of the Mideast crisis.

Please continue to pray that our pre-
senters and production team will find 
ways to be as effective as possible in 
preaching the good news of the King-
dom of God.

Peter Eddington

Feast of Tabernacles 
Will Be Held in 
Portugal in 2013

We are pleased to inform you that we 
will once again be hosting the Feast of 
Tabernacles in the fishing and vacation 
village of Costa de Caparica, Portugal, 
in 2013. The site is just outside Lisbon, 
and the costs will be the same as those 
in 2010.

Services will be held on the eighth 
floor of Hotel Costa da Caparica. This 
seafront, four-star hotel is serviced by 
many restaurants and eating facilities 
on the continental esplanades just out-
side the hotel.

Costa da Caparica is south of Lisbon, 
across the River Tagus, and is easily 
reached from Lisbon airport in about 
half an hour by taxi (may be longer if 
traffic is heavy). It is a pleasant fishing 

and vacation village with various shops 
on the “fisherman’s street” (Rua dos 
Pescadores), within walking distance 
from the hotel where services will be 
held.

The region where Costa de Caparica 
is situated is called Almada in the “Cos-
ta Azul” (Blue Coast) and is a popular 
tourist destination. Costa de Caparica 
is well known for its extensive sandy 
beaches with fine, white sand. The 
River Tagus separates Lisbon down-
town (north bank) from Almada (south 
bank). A large suspension bridge joins 
the two areas. The Atlantic Ocean, 
the Tagus River and the picturesque 
sand banks marry together to make a 
wonderful destination for the Feast in 
Portugal.

As most of the speakers are English 
speakers, simultaneous translation into 
Portuguese will be available.

The proximity of the Feast site to Lis-
bon allows visits to historic sites, such 
as where the first navigators left, cas-
tles, museums, etc. Special group tours 
with tour guides in English will be 
organized during the Feast, and we will 
notify you of such tours as the Feast 
draws closer. To find links to informa-
tion about the site on the Web, please 
visit http://membros.revistaboanova.
org/feast.

Reservations: To register for the Feast 
in Portugal please download the 2013 
Portugal festival registration form from 

the link above and submit your reg-
istration by e-mailing the completed 
registration form to Jorge de Campos 
at jorge_decampos@ucg.org. You may 
also fax the registration form to UCG’s 
home office fax number 513-576-9795, 
to Jorge’s attention. Should you have 
any further questions, please feel free 
to contact Mr. de Campos at the e-mail 
address above or by telephone at 513-
907-9774 (mobile number).

To see accommodation rates and 
details, visit http://membros.revistabo-
anova.org/feast.

We wish you a lovely time plan-
ning for the Feast in 2013. Should you 
decide to attend the Feast in Portugal, 
we look forward to welcoming you 
there.

Jorge de Campos

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

Continued from page 1

Profile: Wilbur Berg

becomes clear that God is calling a small 
percentage of them. But a small percent-
age is still quite a few people, which is 
wonderful!

With lots of free time and a dearth of 
amusements, it’s not surprising that quite 
a few prisoners eventually try reading 
the Bible. And many who learn about 
our free literature start requesting our 
publications. Then those whose eyes are 
opened to God’s truth have realized that 
their incarceration has “worked together 
for good” (Romans 8:28).

My responsibility in the personal corre-

spondence department (PCD) is to write 
most of the replies to the postal mail that 
comes to our home office in Cincinnati. 
Since prisoners don’t have access to e-mail, 
most of their letters are postal mail, so I 
can testify that many inmates are writing 

to us. One of the things I admire about 
United Church of God is our policy of 
replying to every letter that has a request 
for a personal reply (as opposed to simply 
a literature request). Some prisoners tell 
us that other churches would not reply to 

their letters.
Of course, when a prisoner is showing 

good biblical understanding and repen-
tance and requests a visit, we notify the 
church pastor so he can arrange a visit.

The letters give all of us who are 
involved in reading and responding to 
the letters the joyful opportunity to see 
apparent spiritual progress in the lives of 
a significant number of inmates.

When Christ returns, He will have 
a happy announcement for those who 
showed compassion for their brethren: 
“I assure you, when you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers and sisters, 
you were doing it to me!” (Matthew 25:4, 
NLT).  UN

The letters give all of us who are involved in 
reading and responding to the letters the joyful 
opportunity to see apparent spiritual progress in 

the lives of a significant number of inmates.

Feast of Tabernacles in Portugal, 2011.

Continued from page 9
“I Was In Prison”
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outcomes will be academically published 
to be applied throughout Africa inside 
and outside the Church. The founda-
tion’s administrators will work with the 
Lilongwe University of Agriculture, one 
of Africa’s premier centers of agriculture 
science. It will also work with Lilongwe 
University Graduate School of Agri-Busi-
ness. Lilongwe is at the geographic center 
of Malawi.

For three weeks around the Feast of 
Tabernacles this year in Malawi, the 
foundation worked on a plan with vari-
ous individuals. Some were United 
Church of God members and other per-
sons of faith, some of whom hold or held 
executive positions in government, uni-
versities, or other positions in business 
or government. The plan described the 
scope of the scientific demonstration. It 
will involve 10 farms, mostly in the area 
around Lilongwe. Test plots were cho-
sen, and Lilongwe University students 
will work through a Simpson Foundation 
student work study grant of 4,000 hours 
on the University’s sprawling farmlands. 
Simpson demonstration farms are also in 
Blantyre, the other major city in Malawi. 
Blantyre is still the head of commercial 
activity, media and industry in Malawi. 
Farms in the large northern town of Mzu-
zu and the strikingly beautiful Mangochi 
area, where the Feast of Tabernacles is 
held on Lake Malawi, will also be loca-
tions of scientific demonstrations on 
members’ farms.

Scientific Theory and Model 
Outcomes

The Simpson C.A. model is highly 
labor intensive. It combines all the best 
practices that were already identified 
or are in use by other small subsistence 
farmers. First, the land is not planted in 
the traditional way. Instead of rows of 
hoed ridges about 40 inches apart with 
a trough between and sloping vertically 
down where there is a slight or steep 

grade downward, ridges are flattened. 
This restrains and reverses the enor-
mously ruinous erosion patterns from 
washing away the naturally very deep 
Malawian soil layer.

Then a new technique called “no till-
age” soil preparation is used. The ground 
is left undisturbed, and the seed is plant-
ed on level ground in planting stations. 
This redevelops its natural water reten-
tion structure. It ultimately leads to 
much more water under the surface to 
be retained for crop roots to survive and 
grow during dry periods.

Another innovation is the layering on 
the topsoil of “green manure.” All the crop 
husks and each crop’s un-harvested green 
matter is neatly cut and laid between all 
the plants. This green manure layer dra-
matically restores soil’s vitality by shading 
against the hot sun, impeding water evap-
oration from the soil, and re-supplying 
nutrients, nitrogen especially, to the field.

The planting stations mentioned above 
are platforms where crops grow. They’re 
holes filled with animal manure at the 
grade of the level field. The seed is placed 
in its own individual ecosystem every 20 
inches. A nine-inch hole is dug about nine 
inches wide on the flat ground. Manure is 
placed in each hole and mixed with high 
nitrogen urea. This creates a planting sta-
tion of great biological activity of micro-
organisms and nutrients. This nutrient-
rich environment increases yield by a 
factor of two to four. It can cause up to 
twice the crop density as before, doubling 
the yield again. For the next 20 years, 
every crop will be planted in these holes.

Another innovation is year-round 
irrigation practices. Using what is called 
“water harvesting,” shallow wells typically 
less than 20 feet deep are dug. In concen-
tric circles originating at the well, a trench 
a meter wide and a meter deep is dug 
every other meter for three to five rings 
around the shallow well. The well itself 
is lined with bricks with porous open-
ings for ground water to seep in. When it 
rains, the rains fill the concentric trench-

es and the well to the brim. As it seeps 
into the ground, it dramatically recharges 
the immediate area’s water table as all the 
water during the rainy season (40 inches 
of rain) is absorbed right there instead of 
running off. This is positive for two rea-
sons.

First, the well retains enough that water 
is available for low tech irrigation by sim-
ple $130 foot pumps. They serve for the 
entire typical 2.2-acre farm for the entire 
dry season. Workers at $1 per day hose 
water on each planting station by hand. 
They do this once a week during the 9 
months of drought without interruption, 
or it’s done for long periods before the 
wells are exhausted. Coupled with the 
greatly reduced evaporation of the plant-
ed field and the inherent water retention 
of the manure in each planting station 
hole, the farmer will be able to farm all 
12 months instead of just four. Doing this 
can triple his production. With crop rota-
tion of nitrogen-fixing legumes (such as 
peanuts) alternating every three to four 
months with maize (corn), income is 
anticipated to increase 10 to 20 times over 
current practices within one year. There’s 
no need for artificial chemical fertilizers 
beyond the second year. “Farming God’s 
Way” hopes to increase the average farm 
from $250 annually to anywhere between 
$2,500-$10,000, depending on the crops 
chosen and the effective application of 
farming methods.

An organizational structure called 
the Simpson Agriculture Cooperatives 
allows for an organized scale-up. This 
allows for the spread of these techniques 
across Malawi and other parts of Africa. 
This model creates a corporate structure 
while farmers retain ownership not only 
of their land, but of the entire cooperative 
structure legally. This work is carried out 
by the Institute for African Development, 
created by the newly registered Simpson 
Foundation-Malawi. Many national and 
international leaders in science, govern-
ment, academia and business have agreed 
to be fellows of this new Institute of Afri-

can Development based in Lilongwe, 
Malawi. Their work is to create Africa’s 
finest model of farmer-owned, profes-
sionally managed cooperatives. It works 
to create and spread partnerships with all 
appropriate national and international 
organizations in government, education, 
media, finance, marketing and business.

So far, it’s already making progress. Ten 
demonstration sites were chosen around 
the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. Wells 
were dug, and planting is now underway. 
Field logs, all cost inputs and every ele-
ment of the planting protocols are being 
recorded in the demonstration against 
scientific controls. Every farm has three 
fields: the Simpson C.A. field with irri-
gation, an equal-size plot using the same 
technique but without irrigation outside 
the rainy season, and then a third field 
planted in the traditional, destructive 
way. Comparisons throughout the coun-
try will be made, along with the test plots 
at the Lilongwe University of Agriculture.

LifeNets, Church Members, 
Simpson Conservation 
Agriculture, and Simpson Model 
Cooperatives

The work of LifeNets over the years in 
Malawi produced an infrastructure of 
competent members that will allow the 
Simpson Foundation’s work to be pos-
sible. The federal and civil government 
levels in Malawi are very excited about 
the work of the foundation. As the foun-
dation achieves its objectives, it will pro-
vide LifeNets with follow-on programs 
to support in places where the Simpson 
C.A.s and Cooperatives are established.

As members of God’s Church, let’s all 
pray for the success of the LifeNets and 
Louis Simpson Foundation collabora-
tion in Malawi. In a very exciting way, we 
can demonstrate some of what the world 
can be like when we pray, “Thy Kingdom 
come.” One day, poverty will be abol-
ished. We are working to show how the 
world might be able to dwell safely, “every 
many under his vine and fig tree.”  UN

Continued from page 2

Notice the ridges in the soil, which are hoed by hand and which contribute 
to soil erosion.

Three young Church members working on the development property, which will be the national headquarters of 
LifeNets, the Simpson Foundation-Malawi and the Institute of African Development.
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WHAT DO THESE STATISTICS MEAN?

■ Beyond Today Airing Schedule

■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On Dec. 4, Internet manager Aaron Booth reported 
the following stats for UCG Web activity:
46,144 total Facebook fans. 
32,896 total Twitter followers.
1,017 videos posted on YouTube.
2,377,422 video views on YouTube. 
209 Bible FAQs posted. 
800,719 Bible FAQs views. 
651 e-mail campaigns (This Is the Way, UCG Weekly 
Update, GN Newsletter, WNP E-news) sent. 

849,718 clicks to our websites generated by e-mail 
campaigns.
224,552 booklet downloads from Apple’s iBook Store. 
62,876 booklet downloads from Amazon’s Kindle Store.
2,477 Good News iPad app downloads.

■ The Good News iOS App Now Available for 
iPhone
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/the-good-
news-magazine/id520535516?mt=8

The Good News app for iPad is being continually 

updated with speed enhancements, interface refine-
ments and now iPhone support. Also in the works is 
Android tablet compatibility.

■ Beyond Today Roku App Ready For Prime-
time

Roku is a set-top box that plugs into your TV and 
delivers movies, games and streaming video using 
the power of the Internet. The benefit of the Roku is 
the hundreds of channels available to watch video 
from myriad online services. Vimeo, Netflix and FOX 

News are all big-name online 
streaming services on the Roku. 
And now Beyond Today is avail-
able on Roku as well. UCG’s web 
team developed the free app. 
Once the app hits the Roku chan-
nel listing, anybody can add the 
app to their Roku’s home screen 
and have access to every Beyond 
Today currently available online. 
It’s searchable, browsable by 
genre and even includes BT Dai-
lies. As of March 2012, estimates 
for total Roku sales were about 
2.5 million units, with the CEO of 
the company describing phenom-
enal growth. This is just one more 
extremely low-cost avenue for 
the good news of the Kingdom of 
God to reach the world. 
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices
Dec. 21-25: Winter Family Weekend, Cincinnati
Dec. 22-25: Northwest Family Weekend, Vancouver, 

Washington
Dec. 24-30: Winter Camp, East Troy, Wisconsin
Dec. 25-Jan. 1: Young Adults Travel Opportunity, London
Feb. 8-10: Garden Grove Women’s Enrichment Weekend, 

California
Feb. 22-24, 2013: Portland Ladies Retreat, Oregon
Feb. 25-28, 2013: Council of Elders Quarterly Meeting, Web 

conference
March 2-4: Cincinnati 50th Anniversary Church of God 

Weekend and Annual Regional Dance, Cincinnati

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

UNITED STATISTICS

Title Host Airing Period

Is the Devil in Your 
Church? Steve Myers Dec. 9-15

The Lost Tribes of 
Israel: Why They 
Matter

Darris 
McNeely Dec. 16-22

Regifting Jesus Gary Petty Dec. 23-29

Bracing for the Beast Steve Myers Dec. 30, 2012-Jan. 
5, 2013

Biblical Questions 
for the President 
and You

Darris 
McNeely Jan. 6-12

The Rapture: Hoax 
or Hope? Steve Myers Jan. 13-19

The Good News App for iPad

November 2011-November 2012

Monthly Unique Visits to UCG.org
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What is a “unique visit?”
In Web terms, the number of unique visits is the number of 

unduplicated (counted only once) visitors to a website over 
the course of a specified time period. This is in contrast with 
the total number of visits, which includes people who return 
to the site more than once.

In November 2012, 425,944 people visited UCG.org.

Context for unique visits
To give some context for this number, compare these 

popular Christian websites:
ChristianityToday.com: 340,168 unique visits in  

October 2012
FocusOnTheFamily.com: 536,811 unique visits in  

October 2012
JoelOsteen.com: 322,830 unique visits in October 2012


