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General Conference of Elders 2014
n At the 20th annual General 
Conference of Elders, 289 
people (elders and their wives) 
gathered in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
for the elders of the Church 
to ballot on the Church’s 
affairs, choose Council of 
Elders members, and receive 
instruction on this year’s 
theme.
by Milan Bizic and Mitchell Moss

At the annual conference, the Church’s 
elders balloted on the 2014-2015 Budget, 
Strategic Plan, Operation Plan, proposed 
revisions to the Constitution, four Coun-
cil of Elders (COE) seats and a revision to 
the doctrinal review process. The Budget 
and Operation and Strategic Plans for the 
coming year were all approved and will be 
posted on the Council of Elders website.

The doctrinal review process revision 
amends the already established process by 
spelling out a method for submitting doc-
trinal changes so long as the GCE’s ballot 
is solicited and two-thirds of the valid bal-
lots cast approve the change. This update 
does not, however, affect the fundamental 
beliefs of the Church, which still require 
three-fourths of all elders to ballot in 
favor of any proposed change.

The revisions to the Constitution are 
the product of a four-year review pro-
cess by the Roles and Rules committee of 
the COE. The purpose of the review was 
to identify articles and clauses that are 
ambiguous, obscure, unnecessarily com-
plex, impractical or internally inconsis-
tent, and suggest edits to fix those issues.

Three of the four seats on the Coun-
cil remained the same (Robin Webber, 
Donald Ward, Bill Bradford), and one 
changed (Aaron Dean took the seat pre-
viously held by Darris McNeely).

Friday, May 2 saw international meet-
ings, where senior pastors and pastors 
from various parts of the world traded 
notes on their efforts. In the morning 
session of the meetings, Victor Kubik 
had different individuals come to the 

front and describe what they’ve been 
doing, what successes they’ve found, and 
plans moving forward. All the remarks 
were encouraging and gave insight into 
the unique challenges international areas 
face when reaching people with God’s 
truth. Ken Murray described his meth-
ods for reaching out to people in India, 
and Chuck Smith described the zeal of 
the brethren in St. Lucia for spreading the 
gospel to every household on the island 
with a Good News magazine in every 
mailbox.

Saturday evening kicked off the offi-
cial beginning of the conference with an 
opening remark from the chairman of the 
COE and the GCE, Robin Webber, and 
then an open-mic question-and-answer 
session with the Council and administra-
tion. Two main threads seemed to emerge 
during the weekend, beginning at the 
Q&A (and the international meetings on 
Friday), undoubtedly due in part to the 
theme. One thread was a sense of unity, 
a feeling that “we’re all in this together.” 
The second was predicated on the first, 
and was an enthusiasm for local evange-
lism. More than a couple questions at the 

Q&A reflected those two threads. Pastors 
Braden Veller and Howard Davis asked 
questions and made comments relating 
to how they can more effectively leverage 
processes already set up for the Kingdom 
of God Bible Seminars to reach out to 
local audiences with a message unique to 
that area.

Coverage of Sunday was blogged live, 
and is published below. Monday saw to a 
plenary session in the morning from Ran-
dy and Kay Schreiber, who serve on the 
education task force, about instructing the 
youth of the Church in God’s way. Then 
following were concurrent workshops 
in a morning session and an afternoon 
session. Attendees chose which work-
shop to attend. They were “Creating an 
Environment for Growth Among Teens 
and Young Adults,” “Alighting Yourself 
and Setting Your Congregation on Fire,” 
“Encouraging Growth and Mentoring 
Opportunities for Women,” “Encourag-
ing Growth in Your Congregation” and 
“How to Help Those in Need.”

The conference ended about 4 p.m. 
Monday afternoon, and the following 
three days saw to the COE having their 

quarterly meeting.

Sunday Live Blog Coverage
Sunday, the conference convened at 

9:00 a.m. EDT. Chairman Robin Web-
ber called the meeting to order. He called 
on Jerold Aust, pastor of the DeFuniak 
Springs, Florida, congregation, to lead the 
Conference in prayer.

Mr. Webber pointed out that this is the 
20th annual meeting of the General Con-
ference of Elders, an important milestone. 
The first order of business was to intro-
duce new elders and wives to the ministry 
of the United Church of God.

He then called on Church secretary 
Gerald Seelig to conduct the balloting 
portion of the meeting. After the ballot 

Correction
In the March-April 2014 issue’s sto-

ry on the Good Works project at the 
Guatemalan orphanage, we mistak-
enly left out Monica Call of the list of 
volunteers.

Mitchell Moss, Managing editor

Please see page 5
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Phase One of Good Works Agricultural Project 
in Brazil Yields Plans for Improvement

n In April trip, Dr. Paul Syltie 
traveled with senior pastor 
Jorge deCampos to Brazil 
to evaluate the brethren’s 
agricultural practices and look 
for ways to improve.
by Paul Syltie

In extreme northeastern Brazil lies a 
land few of us are familiar with. It is a land 
populated by what one expert has termed 
one of the three most isolated tribes in 
the world: the Wapishana. Many of these 
Brazilian Wapishana have migrated from 
Guyana across a rather porous border, 
without passports, especially after the 
British moved out of Guyana in 1966. 
There they live on a reserve of 63 square 
miles, which the Brazilian government 
fairly recently set aside for them.

With the exit of the British came a severe 
economic downturn throughout Guyana. 
Especially hard-hit were the Wapishana 
people, many of whom worked for Brit-
ish interests. Yet God works in wondrous 
ways, and at least two of the present-day 
members of the Maloca de Moscou com-
munity in Brazil, who had been forced to 
leave Guyana due to lost jobs and eco-
nomic hardships, brought with them 
the truth of God. Their exposure to The 
Plain Truth through their English manag-
ers had led them to subscribe themselves, 
and grow in the faith over the years. Guy-
ana’s loss was Brazil’s gain!

The People and Their Community
I was told by one member of the com-

munity that at one point in the Wapisha-
na’s history the government had decided 
to exterminate the tribe. Thankfully a 

member of the government convinced 
the leader to scrap that idea, so the tribe 
continues on to the present. Their fore-
fathers were “people of the bush,” as one 
person said, and lived by hunting and 
fishing, plus cultivating small plots of 
crops.

Funds are very limited for these very 
close-to-nature people, whose primary 
income is from growing cassava roots 
using the slash-and-burn method typi-
cal of Amazon rainforest areas. Maloca 
de Moscou is located in a rolling mixed 
rainforest-savannah area, with small trees 
dotting the savannah grasslands. The best 
soils are in the low-lying forested jungle 
areas, so the farmers have cut down 
the towering palms and hardwoods of 
10-20-acre tracts, burned the areas, and 
then planted native cassava amidst the 
charred stumps and gray ash littering the 
soil surface. This ash provides the bulk 
of the fertility to the crop, which is not 
fertilized commercially. Towering native 
or regrown forests surround the currently 
cultivated fields.

The farmers wield mattocks to punch 
holes in the compact soil, and plant the 
root cuttings in a 4x4 foot grid all across 
the burned-over areas. The work is hard, 
and the men spend long hours in the 
fields, sweating for their cassava crop, 
which takes a year to mature from plant-
ing to harvest. There is no way to mecha-
nize this production system. They must 
weed the plants carefully and control 
various larvae that can stunt the plants, 
but cassava is highly adapted to this soil 
and climate.

After a year, the crop is dug, the tubers 
carried by hand to a processing shelter, 

AROUND THE WORLD
news from

AROUND THE WORLD
news from

Please see page 12

n In addition to traveling for 
the Good Works agricultural 
project, senior pastor for Brazil 
Jorge de Campos made visits 
to the brethren and others 
who had requested visits. Here 
is his report.
by Jorge de Campos

During the first part of the trip I went 
with Dr. Paul Syltie (see article above) to 
Maloca de Moscou in Northern Brazil 
on a Good Works agricultural project. 
The purpose of this project was to iden-
tify areas where the Church could be of 
the most help to the brethren and local 
community. Dr. Syltie took various soil 
samples for analysis and identified that 
having a healthy and stable fresh water 
supply to water their vegetable and fruit 
plantations as well as instructing them in 
healthy eating habits is absolutely criti-
cal to the brethren and local community. 
Further details on this project and future 
action plans will be determined as soon 
as we get permission from the Brazilian 
authorities over Indian affairs, as well as 
budget approval from Good Works and/
or LifeNets.

After the completion of this initial 
phase of the agricultural project, we kept 
Passover and the First Day of Unleavened 
Bread in this tribal village. We had 20 

brethren who observed the Passover, 38 
at services and 14 at the Kingdom of God 
Bible Seminar in the village. We also con-
ducted two leadership training exercises, 
various Bible studies and two youth Bible 
studies with seven and 11 young people 
attending, respectively.

After the first day of Unleavened Bread 
in Maloca de Moscow, we visited the 
Feast site at Eco-Park, and the site owners 
welcomed us with wide open arms. The 
site is clean, well kept, air-conditioned, 
and it will be a real preview of the won-
derful world tomorrow for the brethren. 
The brethren are excited for the Feast and 
are really looking forward to meeting 
fellow brethren at the Feast. If you have 
not made plans for the Feast and want a 
unique place to keep it where you will be 
uplifted spiritually by the Christian fel-
lowship with these local brethren, seri-
ously consider the Brazil Feast site this 
year.

Subsequently Dr. Syltie returned to the 
States, and I continued the pastoral trip 
into the southern part of Brazil. The next 
stop was in Sumaré, where I visited and 
addressed a number of questions from 
members of the Church of God (Seventh 
Day) in Sumaré. Some had many ques-
tions about the divinity of Christ, obser-
vance of the Holy Days and baptism, 
among others. After that I conducted a 

Please see page 12

Jorge de Campos Visits 
Brethren, Preaches Gospel 
Over Passover in Brazil
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The energy contained in the earth is 
absolutely nothing in comparison to the 
sun. We receive energy from the Sun. The 
sun is 866,000 times the diameter of the 
earth and has more than 1,200,000 times 
the volume of the earth. The sun radiates 
330 trillion horsepower of energy to the 
earth’s surface daily. The earth’s surface is 
constantly being bombarded by radiated 
energy from the sun. The sun radiates 1.5 
horsepower of energy per square yard of 
the earth’s surface. That is 4,600,000 horse-
power per square mile. When you count 
the whole earth’s surface, it equals 330 
trillion horsepower of energy. The total 
energy the Sun emits in a single second is 
greater than the whole amount of energy 
the human race has consumed through-
out its entire history. The earth intercepts 
at any given time about one two-billionth 
of the energy being generated by the sun. 
That one two-billion is the equivalent to 
330 trillion horsepower.

It only took a pea-sized fraction of ura-
nium in an atomic bomb to destroy Hiro-
shima. The sun converts about 4 million 
tons of its mass into energy every second. 

The sun is just one medium-sized star in 
our galaxy of some 100 billion other stars. 
Our galaxy is just one of an estimated 250 
billion other galaxies, each having perhaps 
100 billion stars. And each is converting 
matter into energy at the rate of millions of 
tons every second.

Just how much power is out there? 
Where did it come from?

Romans 1:20 proclaims the following: 
“For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, 
even His eternal power and Godhead…” 
We should be able to look at what is made 
(the universe) and see God’s eternal power 
and know about His divine nature. We 
should be able to see design and planning 
and understand the great power it took to 
create the universe. We ought to be able to 
look up at the heavens and look under our 
feet and see the tremendous energy that is 
locked up in the universe. This ought to tell 
us that God is almighty and that He con-
trols it.

Psalms 19:1-3 proclaim that the heav-
ens declare God’s glory. God speaks of His 
great power to all nations and peoples of 
the earth. It does not matter what language 
a people make speak, they all can clearly 
see the same thing. Why did God create 
such a large universe? There may be many 
reasons, but one of the most obvious is to 
leave mankind without excuse. How can 

we doubt his power and ability when we 
observe the heavens?

God created all things and sustains the 
whole universe. Therefore He is more 
powerful than all of His creation, both 
on the physical and spirit level. The great 
truth the Bible reveals is that God wants 
to share that power with us. Jesus Christ 
explained to His disciples in Acts 1:8 that 
they would receive power when the Holy 

Spirit came upon them. God gives us the 
power of the Holy Spirit in this life to over-
come the world, the devil, our own nature 
and to do His work. In the resurrection we 
will be given a powerful spirit body; we will 
be elevated to the God family. 

The Day of Pentecost pictures the pour-
ing out of that Spirit of power upon the 
Church and the beginning of that trans-
formation process. Remember, the power 
of God is on our side. Use the power from 
God to help change from the human level 
to the divine level.  UN
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How Powerful is God?

by Mario Seiglie

With the Council of Elders, there are 
always issues to resolve for the welfare of 
the Church and in the role of being rep-
resentatives of the General Conference 
of Elders. There are trials to face, and it’s 
important to stay calm under pressure. All 
of us on the Council have needed to learn 

to pace ourselves in order to avoid burnout.
Jesus’ words come to mind: “So do not 

worry or be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will have worries and anxieties 
of its own. Sufficient for each day is its own 
trouble” (Matthew 6:34, Amplified Bible).

A key question is: How are we facing life’s 
challenges? As one member told me, “We 
know God’s wonderful truths—but what is 
difficult is how to apply them.”

One of the answers, as Jesus mentioned, 
is to stay positive and not let anxiety take 
over. It is a wise move, for clinical studies 
have shown that around 90 percent of the 
things we worry about don’t actually hap-
pen.

As we know, life was made by God to 
include a multitude of enjoyable experi-
ences. But it was also designed as a char-
acter-building obstacle course. There are 
hurdles to overcome, and at times it’s no 
picnic. It’s important to keep the big picture 
in mind—God’s coming Kingdom—and 
that life is created to be enjoyed, to have 
fun, but also to apply godly character by 
growing in grace and knowledge. In fact 

the Church should be a type of a spiritual 
university and spiritual gym where mem-
bers can grow in God’s truths and where we 
can develop spiritual muscle from building 
character.

So here are three steps to help us stay 
positive amid life’s difficulties.

1. You can’t change circumstances, 
but you can change your attitude 
toward them

A sailor learns to navigate headwinds by 
trimming and adjusting the sails to move 
forward in a zigzag fashion. We can also 
adjust our decisions according to the situ-
ations we face.

William James, a famous U.S. psycholo-
gist, once said, “The greatest discovery of 
my generation is that human beings can 
alter their lives by altering their attitudes.”

When I read this, it was a big moment 
in my life. I realized my attitude was not 
determined by circumstances, but that I 
could consciously change it by thinking 

Stay Positive!
From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

Please see page 13

Roy Holladay
Ministerial and 
Member Services 
Director

The great truth the 
Bible reveals is that 
God wants to share 
that power with us.
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by Rachel Henderson

There are so many times I find myself 
praying for forgiveness, because I realize 
once again I am falling short in my spiri-
tual disciplines. It‘s just so difficult for me 
to do the little things—like getting up 20 
minutes earlier or even praying at night 
when I am so ready to collapse into bed. 
When I realize I have fallen short again 
I feel like a broken record, and then I 
feel like I’m not being sincere. How can 
I genuinely ask God’s forgiveness for the 
same sin over and over again? I have had 
many conversations with other Christians 
where we all admit we largely struggle 
with the same sins over and over again in 
our lives. It can feel like the little things we 
struggle aren’t huge, catastrophic David-
and-Bathsheba type sins, but a lack of 
diligence can separate us from God just 
like other sins. Which is…kind of embar-
rassing actually. I love God. I love His 
ways. I love His holy plan and days He has 
commanded. I love His Sabbath. And yet 
I can’t seem to get myself on a consistent 
prayer/Bible study schedule. How is that?

So I turned to a place I often turn when 
I am frustrated with myself: Psalm 51. 

This time through I noticed something I 
really wanted to share. There are not one, 
but two places in this Psalm where David 
asks for something I never noticed before. 
The first one is in verse 10: “Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a stead-
fast spirit within me.” The second one is 
in verse 12: “Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to 
sustain me.”

This is exactly what I realized I need 
to pray for. I need to pray that God not 
only forgives my past sins of placing other 
things before Him (sleep, entertainment, 
hobbies, etc.), but I need to pray that 
He gives me a steadfast spirit. Steadfast 

means “fixed in purpose, direction and 
resolution.” Other definitions included 
“unwavering” and “fixed in place.” This 
describes exactly what I want to be—fixed 
in my purpose, unwavering in my com-
mitment, resolute in my spiritual pursuit, 
having a steadfast gaze on my goal. I need 
a steadfast spirit to help me get up every 
morning, to help me with my physical dis-
ciplines, to help me fight against my own 
desires. David asked for it, and I believe it 
would serve us all well to continually ask 
for a steadfastness of spirit and a willing 
spirit, to sustain us when our flesh fights 
against what we know to be most impor-
tant.

I hope that helps you as it helped me. 
Self-examination can be tough, and it’s 
nice to know even David, who was “a 
man after God’s own heart,” had to pray 
for steadfastness of spirit. We are not 
alone in our daily and seemingly frivo-
lous struggles. Here’s to much prayer, 
filled with requests for a steadfast spirit 
and for becoming men and women after 
God’s own heart as well!  UN

Rachel Henderson is a member who lives 
with her husband in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

A Camper Explained it to Me…

Renew a Steadfast Spirit Within Me

by Steve Nutzman

Comments from 2012 camper surveys:
•	 “There is no experience like living 

with people just like you for even a 
week and [knowing] the Kingdom 
of God will be like this forever” 
(Camp Cotubic).

•	 “My family isn’t in the Church, and 
being a part of camp showed me 
a glimpse of what being in God’s 
family is really like. So much love 
and unity is present, and it’s abso-
lutely beautiful. I’ve never felt the 
way I did here” (Camp Hye Sierra).

•	 “It’s a place that holds so many 
great memories. I met some of my 
best friends here. I always look for-
ward to this week. It’s a highlight of 
my year” (Camp Hye Sierra).

•	 “It cemented in my mind why God’s 
way works and made me decide 
fully that this is how I want to live 
the rest of my life. Before camp I 
wasn’t 100 percent, but now my 
life is very clearly moving forward” 
(Northwest Camp).

It doesn’t get any better than this! Now 
you know from campers themselves what 
the United Youth Camps program is all 
about. More than 500 campers attended 
a camp in 2013. In this article we will 

focus on what the United Youth Camps 
program is about from the campers’ per-
spectives. We will also see how we can, 
as a Church family, better serve the youth 
among us.

I heard one staff member lightheartedly 
comment that the campers would be con-
tent having camp in a parking lot. Activi-
ties are important in their own right, and 
they do teach valuable lessons in a variety 
of ways, but they are secondary to the two 
top reasons why campers attend—1) to 
learn more about God and His way of life 
and 2) develop friendships.

The core of our camp schedule is built 

around the Christian living classes. Each 
year our six camp directors carefully select 
a biblical theme to be used at all the teen 
camps, and this main theme is then divid-
ed into five daily lessons for Monday-Fri-
day. These sub-themes are emphasized 
all day long, from the dorm prayer before 
breakfast, to Christian living class after 
breakfast, to the activities during the day, 
and into the evening campfire and dorm 
discussion at bedtime. In recent years 
the campers have zealously responded to 
this practical teaching method, and it has 
born fruit in their lives.

God Calls Youth
“For the promise is to you and to your 

children, and to all who are afar off, as 
many as the Lord our God will call” (Acts 
2:39). What is the promise given here by 
God? The answer is the previous verse, 
Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said to them, 
‘Repent, and let every one of you be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”

In His plan of salvation God definitely 
focuses on teens and preteens. Frankly, 
this truth is one of the most comforting 
things God can do for parents. As par-
ents we can sometime struggle with the 
challenge of child-rearing. Our children 
may seem to be always changing from one 
stage to another. Yet through all of this, 
God is the constant in our lives as parents 
and in the lives of our children. God most 
definitely answers the prayers of believing 
and faithful fathers and mothers.

The United Youth Camps 2013 camper 
survey asked campers if they “believe God 
is calling me in His Church.” A whopping 
96 percent of the campers answered “yes” 
to this question. We know that God is 
true to His Word, and He is fulfilling His 
promise to have a relationship with youth 

Please see page 13
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Profile: Mike Hunicke
by Rex Sexton

“Keep on target” is a phrase that count-
less United Youth Camp attendees will 
never forget. They have been encouraged 
to apply that principle in archery class 
and in all areas of life by their archery 
instructor. “Keep on target” was made 
famous by Mike Hunicke, who has served 
at 15 youth camps during the last 13 years. 
He has taught the archery program at all 
the Northwest Camp camps in Oregon 
since 1999: Oakhurst, McKenzie, David-
son, Canby and Magruder. He also taught 
most of those years at Hye Sierra in Cali-
fornia. His wife, Helen, joined him for 
several years at camp to serve on the arts 
and crafts staff.

Rex Sexton, current director of the 
Northwest Camp, said of Mr. Hunicke: 
“Mike Hunicke has an incredible ability 
to connect with the campers. He teaches 
Christian and Bible principles along with 
how to shoot arrows from bows. His per-
sonal example, sincerity and genuine 
concern for the campers have been an 
example for all of the staff. Every year the 
campers have rated Mr. Hunicke as one of 
the staff members who most influenced 
them to follow God and live the right kind 
of life.”

Every year Mr. Hunicke arrived at camp 
with a pickup truck loaded with home-

made bows and arrows. The campers 
marveled at his bows, which are made of 
various kinds of wood. Some are works 
of art. His archery area was replete with 
all types of targets, including stuffed birds 
that moved on cables over the range. He 
always had nice awards on hand to present 
to the campers who excelled at archery.

His archery program has been very 
successful, but at the end of last summer 
Mr. Hunicke has chosen to start transi-
tioning out of the archery program for 
the youth camps and into “retirement” 
in order to spend more time taking care 
of the homestead and less time separated 

from his wife.
All the campers agree that Mr. Hunicke 

has been much more than just an archery 
instructor. He has been a very influential 
role model for campers and staff mem-
bers throughout the years he served, and 
everyone who has had the pleasure of 
being instructed by him will never forget 
his gentle, caring, encouraging teaching 
style and the life lessons he introduced 
through the example of archery.

Mr. Hunicke became a member of the 
faith and the Church in approximately 
1967, the year he met his beautiful and 
loving wife Helen. After living in the 

Anchorage, Alaska, area for 19 years, 
including a few years living completely 
“off the grid,” the family decided to move 
to Oregon. It was when they settled in 
Grants Pass, Oregon, in 1986, that he first 
became interested in learning archery. 
Though he was his own teacher, Oregon 
provided a number of opportunities 
for him to shoot with groups of skilled 
individuals such as traditional archery 
clubs. He competed in archery tourna-
ments primarily in the northwest and in 
California as well. When Mr. Hunicke 
became the lead of the archery program 
at the northwest United Youth Camp at 
Oakhurst, it was through one of these 
clubs that archery supplies were donated 
to the Church. In fact, there were several 
occasions in which God provided the 
needs of the camps for archery equip-
ment such as bows, arrows, and shafts, 
after several church members prayed 
urgently about the needs. Fascinatingly, 
God chose to do this through the hands 
of strangers. In one memorable example, 
Mr. Hunicke was working as a bus driver 
for an elementary school at a time when 
the local newspaper had written an article 
about him building bows. A custodian of 
the school he worked for read the article, 

was taken, chairman Robin Webber once 
again took the floor the address the Con-
ference.

Introductory Address—Robin 
Webber, chairman

On the occasion of the 20th meet-
ing of the GCE, he asks, “Where did 
the time go?” This meeting is a time for 
some reflection on the past and what the 
Church has been through over the last 
two decades. He asks how the Church 
should move forward into the future, 
spreading the good news of the Kingdom 
of God and the personal peace that news 
can bring people right now.

Mr. Webber introduces the overrarch-
ing theme of this year’s GCE meeting: 
Creating an Environment for Growth. 
It’s a theme that focuses on the personal 
spiritual growth that God expects of all 
Christians. The theme was gleaned from 
the messages of the epistles of Paul and 
Peter. These epistles consistently end with 
the words “grace and peace.” They are two 
great concepts that bookend the gospel 
message the Church has been commis-
sioned to take to the world.

These words represent a blessing that 
God is offering people who come to Him 
and humble themselves to His will. He 

offers grace and peace to His people in a 
world that is so often devoid of both.

God promises to complete His perfect 
work in His people. Christians must have 
patience and endurance in allowing this 
perfecting process to take place in them.

Jesus Christ, the Rock upon which the 
Church is built, is our one constant. Peo-
ple come and go, but He will never change 
and will never leave us. We can always 
place our trust in Him.

He turns to Ephesians to focus the 
meeting in this direction: “As a prisoner 
for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life 
worthy of the calling you have received. 
Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in love. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace. There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all” (Ephesians:4:1-6).

The apostle Paul provided the proper 
focus for Christians: that there is one 
Spirit that binds us together; one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, who leads us by His divine 
example of perfection; one faith; one 
baptism that washes away our sins; one 
Father, by whose power and might all 
things were created.

Creating an environment for growth 
isn’t accomplished through techniques, 
technologies or programs. It’s created 

by giving our lives to our one Lord, 
our one Father, and Their one purpose 
for the Church. Growth begins inter-
nally through God’s Spirit guiding us to 
become more like Jesus Christ, who gave 
His life so that we might have ours.

The key to creating this environment is 
that we can truly say, “What [God] has 
done for me, I can share with others.”

After his address concluded, Mr. Web-
ber introduced Church president Victor 
Kubik.

Keynote: Creating an 
Environment for Growth—Victor 
Kubik, president

Mr. Kubik points out that this year’s 
theme has four main concepts within it: 
creating, which is begun by Jesus Christ 
and God the Father and extends to the 
Church as we follow Their lead; envi-
ronment, which needs to be based upon 
the culture of faith, grace and peace that 
is revealed in the Bible; spiritual, which 
means that everything is based on God’s 
Spirit, which He uses to lead us in follow-
ing Him; and growth, which begins with-
in each individual Christian, then extends 
to the congregation, then the Church as 
a whole, and then those not yet a part of 
the Body who God will work with in their 
time.

In times past those who were seeking 
the gospel message really had a limited 
choice in where to go. Currently there are 

so many avenues people can take to find 
the truth of the Bible. There is much clut-
ter in the space of Bible knowledge. Much 
of it is good, but much of it is not. We need 
to give people their best chance of finding 
good biblical food.

People have questions. Questions 
about the basics of life. The Bible has the 
answers. God’s job for us is to help people 
find the right answers, based on what the 
Bible actually says about how God wants 
people to live.

We need to be able to have positive 
pride in our congregations. They need 
to be places we can be happy to have 
new people come to, with kind, gracious 
members who can each help others grow 

Continued from page 1
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Victor Kubik gave the keynote address on the 
theme, “Creating an Environment for Growth.”
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in grace and knowledge. We need to be 
a group of people who deeply desire to 
share with others what God has given to 
us.

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you.” 
Do we live in that peace every day of our 
lives? Does it pervade everything we do? 
It’s a peace that comes from God’s Spirit 
within us and leading us to God’s perfect 
peace. Growth comes from peaceful envi-
ronments.

Mr. Kubik says that Christians are iden-
tified by the love and peace they create 
within their environment (John:13:35).

The number one environment that 
each person has control of is their own 
lives. We can be the starting place for an 
environment in which others can grow by 
setting the right example in everything we 
do.

After Victor Kubik’s keynote address 
the conference recessed for a short break.

The meeting reconvened at 11 a.m. 
EDT. Macon and Columbus, Georgia, 
pastor Ken Martin led a presentation 
honoring recently deceased elders and 
wives for their years of faithful service to 

God and Jesus Christ.
Following the tribute, president Victor 

Kubik, chairman Robin Webber and Lisa 
Fenchel of Women’s Services presented a 
tribute and honor to ministers who have 
served God and Jesus Christ for 50 years. 
Through their example, commitment and 
tireless efforts they have cared for congre-
gations and contributed to the work of the 
Church. The following ministers were 
recognized: Gary & Barbara Antion, Roy 
& Norma Holladay, Alfred Mischnick, 
and Glen & Connie White.

Recognition was also given to those 
individuals who have been employed 
by the Church who reached significant 
decade milestones. Whether in the area of 
media, administrative support, pastoring, 
writing articles, proofreading, computer 
and technical support, and subscription 
fulfillment, these individuals have con-
tributed significantly to the shared mis-
sion of “preaching a gospel and preparing 
a people”. Lapel pins for “years of service” 
were given to all U.S. and international 
employees who have worked 10, 20, 30, 40 
and 50 years. Employees who have served 
50+ years were recognized on stage for 

their individual contributions. They 
were: Gary Antion, Jerold Aust, Wilbur 
Berg, Roger Foster, Vernon Hargrove, 
Roy Holladay, Fred Kellers, David Mills,  
Glen White.  Awards for Denny Luker 
and John Ross Schroeder were received 
by their wives, LeeAnn Luker and Jan 
Schroeder. 

At 12:20 p.m. chairman Robin Web-
ber called on Bill Robinson, elder in the 
Columbia, Maryland, congregation, to 
lead the Conference in prayer for the 
lunch recess.

At 1:34 p.m. chairman Robin Web-
ber reconvened the meeting by calling 
on David Jones, associate pastor of sev-
eral congregations in the Nebraska/South 
Dakota areas, to lead the Conference in 
prayer.

He then introduced Rick Shabi, UCG 
treasurer, to present his report on Church 
finances.

Treasurer’s Report—Rick Shabi
Mr. Shabi begins by quoting the Bible 

about King Jehosephat: “And as long as 
the king sought guidance from the Lord, 
God gave him success.” He also quoted 
Psalm 127:1: “Unless the Lord builds 
the house, they labor in vain who build 
it.” Mr. Shabi says that as long as we seek 
God and follow Him in Spirit and truth, 
He will build the Church and care for its 
needs.

The Church’s cash reserves are ahead of 
projection and the minimum figure leg-
islated by our reserve policy. He doesn’t 
anticipate that we will take our reserves 
under minimum during the coming year.

He reiterates the mission statement of 
the Church: “The mission of the Church 
of God is to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the Kingdom of God in all the 
world, make disciples in all nations and 
care for those disciples.” There are three 
main elements of the mission: preaching 
the gospel, making disciples and caring 
for those disciples. In the proposed bud-
get, all three elements are well represent-
ed.

A big part of caring for disciples is 
the section of the budget that’s directed 
toward congregational care. We care for 
our congregations by providing trained 
pastors and resources for education and 
opportunities for our members. One 
educational opportunity we provide is 
Ambassador Bible Center, where mem-
bers can take part in a focused biblical 
curriculum.

Other areas this section of the budget 
provides for are festival sites for God’s 
Feasts, assistance for members in need, 
and international subsidy, which helps us 
care for our members all over the world.

Another section of the budget we pri-
oritize is preaching the gospel. This part 
of the budget provides funds for Beyond 
Today TV, the ucg.org website, advertis-
ing for all of our media efforts, producing 
and printing our library of booklets and 

study aids, and The Good News magazine.
Our Good News renewal rate has 

increased, which means that we are build-
ing an audience who rely on the biblical 
message we help provide.

After Mr. Shabi’s presentation, Roy 
Holladay, Ministerial and Member Ser-
vices operation manager, took the floor 
for his update.

Ministerial and Member Services 
Report—Roy Holladay

Mr. Holladay begins by stating our con-
gregational goal, which is, “A godly envi-
ronment that promotes Christ-like ser-
vice, spiritual growth, humility, love and 
unity.” As each local congregation builds 
in strength and character, the Church as 
a whole will grow in unity and become 
more like the Church that Jesus Christ 
wants us to be.

Our attendance dropped a bit during 
the harsh winter months we had, but 
thanks to the local Sabbath services web-
cast from the Cincinnati East congrega-
tion, those people were often still able to 
be cared for on a weekly basis.

This past year, our Holy Day attendance 
was over 8,000 in both the latter festivals 
of 2013 and the first festivals of 2014.

Mr. Holladay emphasizes that we must 
provide and develop strong and effec-
tive leadership for the Church. Where 
do these leaders come from? They come 
from our congregations. They’re people 
who are already serving and leading by 
godly example in every church around 
the world. These individuals will be 
developed further to become even more 
effective and service-oriented. Our cur-
rent pastors are acting as mentors for the 
next generation of leaders and servants, 
following Jesus Christ’s example of self-
less service.

Mr. Holladay then turned the floor over 
to Peter Eddington, operation manager of 
Media and Communication Services.

Media and Communication 
Services Report—Peter 
Eddington

Mr. Eddington begins by discussing the 
power of a true multimedia approach to 
preaching the gospel. Beyond Today’s best 
programs for the 2013-2014 fiscal year 
were “The Four Horsemen of Revela-
tion,” “Seven Prophetic Signs Before Jesus 
Returns,” “The Next World Superpower,” 
and “Is the Rapture Real?”

Many of our programs actually do bet-
ter on repeat airings than they do upon 
their initial airing. Repeats on the ION 
Network are giving some of our older, 
WGN-aired programs new life.

Mr. Eddington says that TV is the 
dominant advertising channel. It makes 
up 38.1 percent of total media spending 
in the industry. The predictability of a TV 
audience is one of the greatest strengths 
for using it as a premier media channel. 
Ads on TV are more influential than ads 

on other mediums.
Tablet Web traffic is becoming the 

new leader. More people will use a tab-
let to access digital content than a PC in 
the coming year. TV still blows it away 
in terms of traffic and access numbers. 
Nearly every American watches TV. By 
2017 90 percent of all Internet traffic will 
be video.

We receive many encouraging letters 
from people who watch our TV show, 
read our magazines and use our website 
daily. God is calling people to His truth.

One reader said that “UCG is a church 
like none that I have ever seen before.” 
This type of positive response is very 
encouraging as we continue to work hard 
to preach the gospel to a world that so 
desperately needs God’s message and His 
way of life.

We have the highest number of cowork-
ers on file since UCG began. We are very 
thankful for their engagement and sup-
port of what Jesus Christ is leading the 
Church in accomplishing. We have had 
86 baptisms from January to April 2014.

We have a limited budget to do the most 
important work in the world—the work 
of God. But God provides and makes 
every dollar and every penny go as far as 
humanly possible. None of it would be 

accomplished without His guiding hand 
and unending support. He is the one who 
makes it possible to make a difference 
in people’s lives as the gospel message 
impacts them.

Chairman Robin Webber took the floor 
to recess the Conference for a short break 
at 3:03 p.m.

President Victor Kubik reconvened the 
Conference at 3:33 p.m.

Importance of Local Websites—
Victor Kubik and Tom Disher

Mr. Kubik points out that active, well 
maintained local websites are an impor-
tant and powerful tool in helping those 
God is calling find His truth and become 
involved in His Church. He expresses 
thanks for those in the ministry who have 
stepped up and put forth a strong effort 
in developing their local congregational 
websites and making them a welcoming, 
inviting, helpful place for people to go.

Mr. Disher asks, “Why does our infor-
mation need to be online?” In the modern 
world people looking for information go 

Continued from page 5
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Tom Disher gave a presentation with Victor Kubik 
about local Church websites.

Please see page 15
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3The United Church of God from 
its inception has endeavored 
to provide camp opportuni-
ties to the teens of 

the Church. Our camp 
program is not, howev-
er, simply an activity 
to help fill in time 
off from school. 
Our camps are 
Church camps, 
designed to cre-
ate a safe envi-
ron m e nt  i n 
which teens can 
be taught, chal-
lenged and support-
ed in God’s way of life. 
We call this environ-
ment “the Zone.”

Without being part of the camp envi-
ronment, it can be hard to appreciate or 
understand what the Zone is in practice. 
So what is the Zone like? The Zone is based 
on the laws of God in action—love toward 
God and love toward fellow man—which 
have been broken down into seven cat-
egories: fun; challenge; success; support; 
inclusiveness; structure; and positive rela-
tionships. At camp, teens are busy from 
the time they get up until the time they 
go to bed. But it is not made to be busy 
just for the sake of staying busy. One of 
the primary goals of the UYC program 
is to challenge campers. This could be in 
the form of a new activity, a new circum-
stance or interacting with people they just 
met when they checked in, in order to put 
into practice the spiritual principles being 
taught at camp.

What this means in practice is that 
while much of what we do at our camps is 

similar, each camp has unique environs 
or activities to challenge the 

campers. Not every 
camp has rock-climb-

ing, or canoeing, 
or broomball to 

name a few. The 
camp directors 
work hard to 
create an envi-
ronment where 
the camper feels 

c o m f o r t a b l e 
enough to take 

on a new challenge. 
This environment is 
enhanced all the more 

by the dedicated volunteer staff 
who are there to serve the campers and to 
help them establish life-long relationships 
with God.

Let me give you an example. A couple of 
years ago I was helping at a camp that had 
kayaking. One of the skills the instructors 
seek to teach in kayaking is the underwa-
ter exit: getting out of the kayak while 
upside-down in water. One young lady 
was not only new to kayaking, she was a 
bit afraid of the water. After much coaxing 
and encouragement from staff and fellow 
campers, she tried the maneuver—and 
succeeded! Now that she knows she can 
succeed at something like this—some-
thing that truly scared her previously—
what else can she tackle in her life?

The UYC program also challenges the 
campers to think about how to work as 
a team, how to solve a problem, or how 

God’s Word can be real in their life now. 
Campers are encouraged to work through 
a problem rather than just giving up. 
Right choices are taught and encouraged 
throughout the day in activities and per-
sonal interaction. We seek to challenge 
campers in a controlled environment 
where the risk is low so that they see what 
success looks like, and then they can prac-
tice this success in their life once they are 
home from camp.

Challenging campers is just one of the 
aspects of the Zone in the UYC program. 
The Zone creates an environment for 
the teens in God’s Church to gather with 
other teens of like mind to have fun, to be 
challenged, to have success and support, 
and to be included in a structure that pro-
motes positive relationships. Then those 
same campers are encouraged to go home 
and practice what they learned at camp.

Our teens face enough negative chal-
lenges in the world around us. For at 
least one week a year, the UYC program 

seeks to challenge them in a positive way, 
so they too can know the value of living 
God’s way of life now.

The Seven Elements of the Zone

Da
n 

Dowd, Winter Camp Coordinator

The Zone Challenge
Challenge…

• helps people discover their 
abilities 

• creates a “can do” attitude 
• teaches how to think and 

analyze 
• teaches how to persevere 
• helps teach how to make 

right choices 
• develops closer 

relationships with others 
who share the challenge 

• pushes to continue learning 
and trying 

• makes rewards more 
valuable 

Ann Arbor Holds Car-
nival in New Meeting 
Place

The Ann Arbor, Michigan, congrega-
tion, happy and thankful to be in their 
new meeting place, Heritage Hall, 
enjoyed a potluck, fellowship and the 
excitement of their first annual carni-
val on Feb. 8. Everyone participated in 
different activities such as a bounce 
house, fishing, bowling, bean bag toss, 
duck pond, face painting, cake walk 
and bingo.

The children decorated their goodie 
bags to hold prizes that were given 

when playing each activity. Glow-in-
the-dark bracelets, jiggle eye rings, 
bubble wands and stickers were some 
of the prizes. We also had cake pops, 
popcorn and cotton candy.

A photo booth was available with 
clown noses, big glasses and other 
props. One of the many highlights of 
the evening was our pastor, Randy 
D’Alessandro, sporting a clown nose. 

Linda Sylvester

Bakersfield Family 
Weekend a Big Success!

The Bakersfield, California, UCG con-
gregation hosted 140 attendees at a 
family-focused weekend Feb. 15-16. 
Many guests came from Bakersfield’s 
nearest sister congregation, Los Angeles, 
and others traveled from San Diego, Red-
lands, San Francisco and Sacramento. 
Six attendees were from out of state. 
The guest list included many teens and 
young adults who looked forward to the 

Saturday night dance.
The usual Bakersfield Church hall could 

accommodate 100 people. Hopes were 
high that capacity would be reached, but 
in the week prior to the event, interest 
increased such that the planning com-
mittee scrambled to find a larger facility. 
Since it was a holiday weekend, finding a 
meeting hall on such short notice could 
have been a real challenge, but God pro-

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

Some young people at the Bakersfield Family 
Weekend.

Anthony Pomo and Pamela Dishaw in Ann Arbor.
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vided a wonderful facility that included a 
fully catered meal.

Pastor Robin Webber spoke at the 
afternoon Sabbath service. Saturday 
night’s dance was enjoyed by young and 
old alike, with a good variety of music 
for all ages. Sunday morning found 60 
guests making their way to Five Dogs 
Shooting Range, about 30 minutes out-
side the city. Here the day began with 
gun safety training by a local expert. 
Each attendee had opportunity to prac-
tice shooting a variety of guns at targets 
and clay pigeons.

The group took a break for lunch and 
then congregated at a local community 
gymnasium for an afternoon of basket-
ball and volleyball.

The Bakersfield congregation thanks 
the many guests who contributed to the 
success of the weekend and all those 
who came such distances to attend. 

Debbie Bates

Southern Minnesota’s 
Youth Day Sabbath 
Service and Winter 
Family Social

The Southern Minnesota, La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, and Cedar Rapids, Iowa, con-
gregations hosted their annual Youth 
Day Sabbath Service and Winter Family 
Social on Feb. 22, 2014, at Ironwood 
Springs Christian Ranch near Stewart-
ville, Minnesota, south of Rochester. This 
annual event is a longstanding tradition, 
which started 17 years ago and draws 
youth from all three sister congregations 
as well as others from Minnesota’s Twin 
Cities congregation.

Despite the winter storm, which had 
moved through the area leaving road 
conditions icy and adventurous, 95 cou-
rageous souls braved the roads, assem-
bling together to enjoy Sabbath services 
and the specially planned evening activi-
ties afterwards.

Since it was youth day, there were 
many young people participating in 
services. Opening and closing prayers 
were given by Isaac Nelson and Zach 
Hoover. Joel McNair and Dylan Riess 

were the song leaders. Sermonette time 
was shared by Jordan Stith, Matt Yule, 
Derek Riess and Brett Wood. Special 
music was also presented by the youth: 
Two beautiful duets were sung first by 
Amanda Boyer and Hanna Residorff, and 
the second one by Janel Railsback and 
Kayleen Hannaway. Many participated 
in the youth choir, which was directed by 
Rich Fakler.

The youth also served as door greeters, 
made a brochure with the order of ser-
vice, and were also helpful in table and 
centerpiece set up.

The local brethren were happy to have 
as our special visiting guests from the 
home office Peter and Terri Eddington. 
Mr. Eddington gave a fine sermon mes-
sage titled “Sowing Seeds for Future 
Generations.”

After services all enjoyed a warm win-
ter menu consisting of a choice of two 
hot soups, platefuls of sandwiches, bas-
kets of crackers, fruit and veggie trays, 
tasty salads and a scrumptious ice cream 
sundae bar with a variety of delicious 
toppings.

Evening activities included snow tub-
ing, which was followed by a costume 
party and a family game show includ-
ing a “newlywed game” for five married 
couples who had been married between 
one and 25 years. Those in the audience 
watching the shows had just as much 
fun as the participants who won the 
games and individuals who received the 
prizes for the best costumes.

It took many willing hands to organize 
the social and serve in various areas. The 
local social committee planned the day’s 
activities, and coordinators Bill and Gayle 
Baylor helped oversee the various com-
mittees. The young people who served 
at Sabbath services also helped Tracy 
Riess with the big job of cleaning up the 
building after the event. Our goal was to 
leave the facility as good or better than 
we found it. The Ironwood staff, from 
whom we rented the facility, said that 
our Church brethren always do an amaz-
ing job cleaning up and after we leave 
they don’t even know we have been 
there.

All who attended were grateful for 
God’s blessing on the entire day’s activi-
ties and extremely thankful for His pro-

tection for their safe arrival home.
Dagmar Howe

Portland, Oregon, 
Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend 2014

The Portland, Oregon, Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend hosted 70 ladies 
from Washington, Oregon and California 
on Feb. 21-23. This year’s theme was 
“Holding Fast: Just Enduring or Are You 
Persevering?” The theme was based on 
Hebrews 10:23: “Let us hold fast the con-
fession of our hope without wavering.”

Friday evening the ladies participated 
in a getting-to-know-you activity that 
filled the room with laughter. A delec-
table dinner followed, and after dinner 
LeeAnn Luker gave an intimate, heartfelt 
talk on the difficulties she has faced dur-
ing the last year since her husband (for-
mer UCG president) Denny Luker died. It 
was very moving.

On Sabbath morning, Bob Dick (pas-
tor of Portland, Oregon, and Hood River, 
Oregon) and John Cafourek (pastor of 
Salem, Eugene, and Roseburg, Oregon) 
gave split-sermons on the topic of spiri-
tual perseverance. Bob Dick purported 
that Abraham patiently persevered and 
waited for God to fulfill His promises. 
John Cafourek stated that there are four 
facets of perseverance: faith, tenacity, 
endurance and courage. He included 
examples such as Job, Joshua and David, 
who demonstrated a great deal of per-
severance. In addition to meaningful 
messages, Sharon Browning, from the 
Portland congregation, directed a ladies 
choir. They sang three beautiful songs 
(“Shepherd Psalm,” “Joy in the Morning,” 
and “Think About His Love”) that tied in 
well with the theme of perseverance.

Later Sabbath afternoon, Becky Hor-
nor gave a presentation titled “…And 
Still Climbing.” She discussed ways to 
overcome the obstacles that impede 
success in attaining perseverance. Also, 
various members of the Portland con-
gregation shared their personal experi-
ences that involved perseverance. Dawn 
Scott played the guitar and sang her 
own arrangement of “You Raise Me Up.” 

Saturday night the ladies made 61 fleece 
blankets that will be donated to children 
in Portland, Oregon, that are in need. In 
tandem with the blanket-making there 
was a successful silent auction and hymn 
singing. The silent auction raised about 
$530 and will be donated to UCG’s Good 
Works program. 

Sunday morning Dyann Dick con-
ducted an interactive workshop. The 
ladies played a fun memory game. Also, 
there was an activity in which current 
blessings were listed as well as future 
blessings that were hoped for and goals 
for how to attain future blessings. Next, 
Sandy Cafourek gave a presentation 
titled “No Pain…No Gain.” She shared 
some of her personal experiences involv-
ing perseverance, including health chal-
lenges and challenges in the workplace. 
Amanda Richards sang a song titled “I 
Will Go” by Steven Green. Dyann Dick 
closed the seminar and thanked several 
people who worked hard to produce a 
successful weekend. Personally, I have 
attended several Women’s Enrichment 
Weekends and I have always found that 
I am inspired and moved by my fellow 
sisters in Christ. We are determined to 
persevere to the end.

Carmella Weis

Man Shall Not Live by 
Bread Alone—L.A. 
Charity Cake Auction

People crowd the room, filling it to 
the brim. Despite the chill evening rain 
falling outside, the atmosphere inside is 
warm and welcoming. The auctioneer 
presides over the room, numbers cas-
cading out of his mouth. Children and 
adults bid alike, hands feverishly rising 
in an attempt to win the cake. Once the 
bid is won, however, the competition 
ends. The cake is sliced, pieces passed 
around, bidders graciously sharing their 
winnings.

March 1, 2014, we celebrated the sev-
enth annual UCG Los Angeles Charity 
Cake Auction. Each year, Church mem-
bers from all over Southern California 
flock to the Los Angeles congregation to 
participate in this event. “The best part 

The ladies’ choir that performed at the Portland Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend.

The youth choir at the Minnesota winter youth day. Some of the desserts at the L.A. charity cake auction.
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Births

Mark and Micah Mirigian of San Jose, 
California, along with grandparents Dave 
and Hiromi Mirigian (Oakland, Califor-
nia), and grandma Karen Bradley (Phoe-
nix, Arizona), are thrilled to announce the 
birth of their first child, Evelyn Gabrielle, 
born Jan. 29, 2014. She weighed 8 lb., 11 
oz., and was 20.5 in. long. Evelyn is the 
first Mirigian girl born in over 40 years 
and is the first grandchild and great-
grandchild in the Bradley and Hazelip 
families. Glory be to God!

Mike and Davina Whitlark of the Dal-
las/Fort Worth, Texas, congregation, feel 
blessed to announce the birth of their 
third child, Peyton Edward Whitlark. 
Peyton was born on Jan. 3, 2014, at 7:55 
p.m. He weighed in at 9 lb., 5 oz., and was 
21.5 in. long. Peyton is a calm and con-
tented baby, and we are enjoying his ador-
able smiles and grins. Older siblings Car-
son (4) and Lily (2) love him and think 
he is the coolest thing. He is the eighth 
grandchild of Richard and Nancy Velting 
of Dallas, Texas, and the sixth grandchild 
of Fred and Sue Whitlark of Fort Worth, 
Texas.

Announcements

Evelyn Gabrielle Mirigian Peyton Edward Whitlark

is just everybody’s together, they’re all 
bidding, and it’s for a great cause,” Scott 
Wendling, a longtime L.A. member, said. 

Bidding isn’t the only way people 
participate though. The bakers create 
confections that are worthy of the cho-
sen charity. This year 32 desserts were 
brought to the auction, ranging from 
intricate cakes to cake pops to baklava. 
Bids for individual cakes topped off at 
$500, with a grand total of $4,100 raised. 
While paying $500 for a cake may seem 
outlandish, the money isn’t for the 
cake—it’s for charity.

As the room steadily empties and 
people begin to don raincoats, there’s a 
certain happiness in the air, a unity. The 
world seems smaller. Everyone’s wallet is 
a little bit lighter, but more importantly, 
so are their hearts.

Evan Lyons

2014 Dallas Regional 
Teen Family Weekend

From March 15-16, local teen families 
from the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Sherman, 
Texas, congregations hosted teen fami-
lies from surrounding areas. Visitors were 
from Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma, and 
all parts of Texas. They enjoyed a very 
unique weekend of fellowship tailored 
especially for them. There were 114, 
including 39 teens, in attendance on the 
Sabbath at the Heard Natural Science 

Museum in McKinney, Texas.
The theme for this year was “Find Your 

Identity: Reveal Your Purpose” (1 Peter 
2:9).

Activities began with a teen Bible study 
and a separate study for the preteen 
siblings in attendance. Sabbath services 
were conducted by Ray Wright, who 
shared a split sermon with Ed Dowd. 
The messages were relevant and inspir-
ing toward the theme of the weekend. 
Several teens provided fantastic special 
music and accompaniment to hymns on 
violin and piano!

After Sabbath services most parents 
and younger siblings of the teens headed 
off to another hall on campus for an 
evening meal and fellowship while the 
teens enjoyed a fun and elegant fondue 
dinner followed by their annual formal 
dance after sunset. This year a short thun-
derstorm blew in close to dinner, which 
was beautiful to watch, but God spared 
us from large hail and damage that was 
reported in other areas. By all accounts 
the teens had a fantastic time, and the 
dance floor stayed full almost all evening. 
It’s wonderful to see such close friend-
ships among teens from so many differ-
ent areas.

Sunday began back at the Heard Muse-
um with breakfast and a short presenta-
tion rounding out the weekend theme. 
Activities finally finished up with a really 
fun roller skating and pizza party!

The regional teen family weekend pro-
vides not only a fun and enriching time 

for the teens, but a unique opportunity 
for their families to really get to know 
one another as well. This is important for 
many reasons as they all share the serious 
challenge of raising godly teens in this 
dark world.

Every local teen family in attendance 
pitched in as much as they could, work-
ing really hard before and during the 
events to make this weekend very special 
for teens and their families from around 
the region. Most families also hosted 
out-of-town guests in their homes for the 
weekend adding much to the fellowship.

We are very blessed to have such posi-
tive attitudes, selfless servants and hard 
workers in the local teen group, creating 
a fun atmosphere with everyone working 
together as a true team and family.

Jay and Jennifer Ledbetter

Nashville Pastor 
Discussing Religious 
Topics Weekly on 
Sunday Morning Radio 
Broadcasts 

“Let me look down here in my ‘gander 
bag’ and see what that question is that I 
have for you, Brother Kellers! Oh, yes, here 
it is...”

And so another Sunday morning radio 
edition of “Ask the Pastor” begins from 
Gallatin, Tennessee, radio station WHIN, 
1010 on your AM dial. It is also streamed 
live on the Internet. In its second month 
of 10:00-10:30 a.m. broadcasts, Fred 
Kellers and J.R. Williams are attracting an 
increasing number of listeners.

“Ask the Pastor” features a unique 
format in religious programing. J.R. 
Williams, a Nashville country music 
personality, poses interesting and often 
controversial questions on Bible subjects 
to the pastor of United Church of God in 
Nashville. What attracts the listeners is 
the friendly, informal and conversational 
way the questions and answers are pre-
sented.

The first week’s discussions featured 
such potentially provocative subjects 
as “Will You Go to Heaven?” “Where Will 
the Kingdom of God Be?” “Is Easter Cel-
ebration in the Bible?” “Who Is Really in 
Charge In World Affairs?” “Who Was the 
God of the Old Testament?” and “Are You 
Saved Now?”

Humorous back-and-forth quips help 
hold the listeners’ attention. Fred has 
“threatened” a few times to use duct tape 
on J.R.’s mouth for interrupting. One lady, 
who lives in Ohio, wrote expressing her 
great appreciation for the broadcast and 
added that “her next letter would con-
tain a donation to buy some duct tape.”

It is hoped that the broadcast can be a 
tool that God can use to preach the gos-
pel of the Kingdom in the end of the age. 
Your prayers are certainly asked for and 
appreciated.

You can listen live by going to http://
www.whinradio.com/ Or you can go the 
Nashville website to listen live or play 
archived broadcasts on demand. Go to: 
http://nashville.ucg.org/ Click on the link 
in the announcements.

Jim Robbins

Local Church Updates: Send us news 
and events from your local congregation! 
Check with your pastor and have him 
forward what you write. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and photos 
with captions. Please include a self-
addressed envelope if you’d like photos 
returned. Include the author’s and pho-
tographer’s names. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give the material to your 
local pastor to forward to United News.

The teens at the Dallas teen weekend.

J.R. Williams and Fred Kellers in the studio.
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Engagements
LeighAnn Gholson and Patrick Elli-

son are proud to announce their engage-
ment and upcoming wedding.

LeighAnn is the daughter of Jeanene 
Miller of Fredonia, Kentucky, and the late 
Lloyd Gholson of Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
bride-to-be received her bachelor of nurs-
ing degree from Murray State University. 
She received her master’s of science in 
anesthesia from Middle Tennessee School 
of Anesthesia and is a Nurse Anesthetist 

in Paducah, Kentucky.
Patrick is the son of Carole Bateman of 

Bella Vista, Arkansas, and Larry Ellison 
of Springfield, Missouri. Patrick received 
his bachelor’s degree at Missouri State 
University, a medical doctorate at Uni-
versity of Missouri and completed post 
graduate residency at Indiana University. 
The prospective groom is a veteran, serv-
ing in the Medical Corp. in the Air Force 
with rank of major. For the past 13 years, 
he has been serving his community as a 
urologic surgeon in the Urology Group 

Announcements

Loy and Vera Oxley
60 years

Arnold Edgar Kleinbergs
1922-2014

Art Kottke
1930-2014

John Ross Schroeder, senior writer for The Good 
News and pastor of the Ballymena and Paddock Wood 
congregations, died in hospital in Oxford on Sabbath, 
March 8, 2014. He was 77.

John is survived by his wife Jan, daughter Stephanie 
and her husband Vic, sons Walter and Nathan, daugh-
ter-in-law Lori, grandsons Darren and Benjamin, and 
John’s older brother Bradley.

John grew up in Kenedy, Texas, his father’s family 
having emigrated from Germany. He attended the Uni-
versity of Texas (Austin) and Ambassador College, Pas-
adena, California, where he graduated in 1963. He mar-
ried Jan Jones in 1967, a fellow student of Ambassador 
College. She was originally from Greenford, England.

After working in the Mail Receiving Department of 

the Church in Pasadena, he took an interest in journal-
ism and in due course wrote articles for The Plain Truth 
magazine in the early 1970s. In 1976, he moved with his 
family to England where his writing career continued in 
the Church’s office in Borehamwood on the outskirts of 
London. He was also instrumental in writing some of 
the Bible Study Course lessons for the Church.

As a member of the Foreign Press Association, Mr. 
Schroeder travelled widely in Europe as an accredited 
journalist and was in Berlin on both the 50th anniver-
sary of the Treaty of Rome in 2007 and the 20th anni-
versary of the unification of Germany three years later. 
Over the years he wrote articles on various subjects as 
senior writer for The Good News. He was also editor of 
the British & European Supplement to The Good News, 
for which he wrote numerous articles and answers to 
biblical questions readers sent in.

During the last decade of his life, after his ordination 
to the ministry, Mr. Schroeder was pastor of two congre-
gations, in southern England and in Northern Ireland.

Beyond his immediate family, John will be greatly 
missed by his extended family in God’s Church, for 
which he gave much time and effort in service.

Victor Kubik, president of the United Church of God, 
comments: “John Ross Schroeder struck me as a man 
of genuine humility who never advanced himself. He 
downplayed himself to a fault. He was never preten-
tious. It was his work and effect on people that speaks 
for itself in the positive interactions with everyone who 

knew him.
“I was amazed how much of themselves and their 

home they shared with the Church and the work. The 
living room was filled with boxes of Good News maga-
zines to be stuffed into envelopes and mailed.

“John was thrust into the pastoral ministry later in life 
and was greatly beloved because of his nature that was 
most befitting a pastor. Never a striker or quarrelsome, 
but always gentle, hospitable and apt to teach. What an 
example he set!

“John led a life of great value to his family, to his 
friends and to God. We will greatly miss him and his 
broad smile, genuine warmth, knowledge and deep 
Christian commitment and conversion. Your memory 
will be with us always, John! May God bless Jan and 
your children.”

Scott Ashley, managing editor of The Good News and 
other publications for the Church, adds: “I don’t know 
that I’ve ever met anyone as dedicated as John. He hum-
bly and quietly went about his work of serving and help-
ing share the good news of God’s coming Kingdom with 
millions over the years.

“We’re comforted knowing that at the end he was 
doing what he loved—tending to business in London 
and travelling on the trains that he loved so much. We 
know that his race is run and he was faithful to the end. 
He truly went above and beyond. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with Jan and her family. We’ll miss him ter-
ribly.”

Tribute  John Ross Schroeder

Al & Tina Kline
30 years

LeighAnn Gholson & Patrick Ellison Traci & Lori Riess
25 years
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of Paducah.
They plan to marry at 6 p.m. on May 

17, 2014.

Anniversaries

Tracy and Lori Riess, who attend the 
Southern Minnesota congregation, were 
honored with a potluck lunch on April 
5, 2014, in celebration of their 25th wed-
ding anniversary. The congregation pre-
sented them with a delicious carrot cake, 
made by Gayle Baylor, a special sparkling 
punch, assembled by Sue Cafourek, and 
a dinner-for-two gift card. Their actual 
wedding date was April 8, 1989, and 
the couple brought their lovely wedding 
album to church so they could share it 
with the congregation. The Riess’ met in 
Rochester, Minnesota, during their high 
school years, and they dated for five years. 
Their honeymoon took them to Califor-
nia to visit Universal Studios, Disneyland, 
and the Pasadena campus of the World-
wide Church of God. Tracy had been 
introduced to the Church by his father, 
who was a reader of The Plain Truth mag-
azine, many year prior to his marriage to 
Lori. The Riess’ were both baptized in 
the 1990s. Together the couple has raised 
four lovely children—Alex, Derek, Han-
nah and Dylan. Alex and Derek have both 
recently attended ABC at the home office 
and presently live in Cincinnati. The rest 
of the family reside in Stewartville, Min-
nesota.

Congratulations to Al and Tina Kline 
for an amazing 30 years of marriage. 
Their 30th anniversary was celebrated 
March 4 with a 10-day cruise through the 
Caribbean. For many of the past 30 years 
they have been happily together running 
a painting business in Missoula, Mon-
tana. They married in 1984. They have 
three beautiful children and one happily 
spoiled granddaughter. They spend their 
free time enjoying their beautiful coun-
tryside of Montana near their home in 
Florence. Congratulations Al and Tina 
for 30 successful years and many more to 
come!

Loy and Vera Oxley celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on Dec. 11, 
2013, with a small family gathering at 
their home in Shreveport, Louisiana.

Both Loy and Vera hail from Louisiana. 
Loy was a serviceman in the Korean War, 
and the couple were married after his 
return home on Dec. 11, 1953.

Loy’s father introduced the couple to 
The Plain Truth while they were dating, 
and God’s precious truth has been the joy 
and love of their lives ever since. Vera was 
baptized on Aug. 10, 1958, and Loy was 
baptized in early 1959.

Loy first worked in the timber industry 
driving log trucks. He then worked for a 

roofing company and later was manager 
for the Firestone Tire and Rubber Com-
pany. Vera has been primarily a home-
maker.

In 1970 they purchased land in In 1970 
they purchased land in Shreveport, where 
they built their dream home in 1971 and 
have lived ever since. Loy lost his vision 
over 15 years ago, and the couple now 
travels on a limited basis.

The Oxleys are blessed with nine chil-
dren: Elton, David, Scott, Regina, Judy, 
Carolyn, Myra, Gloria and Sabrina. They 
have 17 grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Vera says they wake up every morning, 
get dressed and keep each other laughing 
throughout the day. Congratulations on 
60 years of loving, committed marriage.

Obituaries

Arnold Edgar Kleinbergs (“Eddy”), 
91, of Sydney, Australia, died peacefully 
on Saturday, March 1, 2014. Born in a 
small country town in Latvia on Oct. 5, 
1922, Eddy was the third of five children. 
He spent his early years working on the 
family farm in between his schooling and 
later was a boarder at an agricultural high 
school.

During his high school years trouble 
in Europe was brewing. Over time he 
learned that the communist regime had 
begun political cleansing in the Baltic 
States, which affected his family. He wrote 
in his memoirs, “Anyone who ever had 
some kind of nationalistic democratic 
belief and knowledge of freedom had 
been given a ‘free’ trip to Siberia.” This is 
indeed what happened to his family, and 
it would be over 50 years before he would 
see some them again.

In 1943 he signed up for army training 
30 kilometers out of Prague and spent two 
years at war in Latvia and Estonia work-
ing on the frontline as a signalman radio-
ing back coordinates to his group. At the 
end World War II he escaped death by 
finding himself on a boat leaving Latvia 
for Germany. On arrival they were to find 
out the war was over though this did not 
mean immediate freedom. He was taken 
to a prisoner-of-war camp in Kiel where 
he spent three and a half months. Dur-
ing this time there was an announcement 
that the Baltic citizens would be returned 
to their homelands. He knew this would 
mean death.

So with fellow inmates a small group 
planned an escape in the middle of the 
night. Escaping through the gates they 
ran for their lives to a prearranged fam-
ily who had clothes and food prepared for 
them. They continued on in the night to 
a displaced persons camp in Kiel where 
they finally found refuge. From Kiel he 
was later transferred to Berchtesgaden, 

another camp in the south of Germany.
He later applied for refugee status with 

options for settlement in Belgium, Cana-
da or Australia. All he knew about Aus-
tralia was that it was sunny, so this is what 
he chose. He sailed from Naples to Sydney 
on a boat with 1,100 other immigrants, 
arriving Sept. 28, 1949.

His early years in Australia were spent 
working on the railways around New 
South Wales in between learning English. 
He settled in Sydney in the early 1960s, 
and it was at this time he started listen-
ing to The World Tomorrow radio pro-
gram that led him to attending the Radio 
Church of God. He was baptised during 
the Feast of Tabernacles in 1963 and was 
involved with establishing the tabernacle 
at Blackheath, spending many Sundays 
on working bees. During this time he was 
also involved with Spokesman’s Club. It 
was at a church picnic that he met Robyn 
Miller, and they were married in Novem-
ber of 1968. The early 70s saw the birth 
of his two children, Louise and Matthew, 
who he totally adored.

Through his married life he worked 
as a builder, and in his retirement he 
spent many hours translating numerous 
Church booklets into Latvian. He loved 
music and played the piano and man-
dolin, performing on many occasions at 
church services and functions.

Eddy had a wonderful passion for life. 
He was an eternal optimist who was larg-
er than life and embraced all that came 
into his presence. He was a pillar of the 
Church in Sydney and was known for his 
passionate and heartfelt opening and clos-
ing prayers. Many times he was among 
the first to greet new people arriving at 
church, and he held an unwavering faith 
and commitment to God’s way of life. He 
continually looked forward to the future 
and Christ’s return. He was loved and 
respected by those who knew him well 
and will be greatly missed by friends and 
family. He is survived by his wife Robyn 
and children Louise and Matthew.

Art Kottke died on Jan. 31, 2014, at the 
VA Medical Center Hospice Unit. He was 
born in Palouse, Washington, on July 22, 
1930. Art was in the Army for two years 
from 1947 to 1949. He then moved to Pot-
latch, Idaho, and worked for Potlatch For-
est for a few years. He joined the Air Force 
in December of 1951, where he served 
until 1969. While stationed at Fairchild 
AFB he met the love of his life, Donna 
Timm Kottke. They were married April 
5, 1953. While in the Air Force, Art was 
also stationed in Italy, the Philippines and 
Thailand, as well as many other bases in 
the Pacific Northwest.

After leaving the military Art settled his 
family in Spokane and got his real estate 
license. He worked for several real estate 
firms before getting his broker’s license 

and starting his own company, Century 
Homes Realty. He retired from real estate 
in 1982.

Art was a dedicated member of the 
United Church of God, where he was a 
dearly beloved servant and example until 
the day of his death.

Art is preceded in death by his son, 
Donald Kottke, and daughter, Diane 
Rohrer. He is survived by his wife, Donna 
Kottke; son, Barry (Tricia) Kottke; daugh-
ter, Beverly (Steve) Pronishan; his six 
grandchildren: Donny, Amanda, Daniel, 
Justin, Bryce and Blake; and one great-
granddaughter, Rayn.

After living a vigorous life for 90 years, 
Arthur Roesler quietly died at home Jan. 
5, 2014, in Phoenix, Arizona. He was 
born in Saint Louis, Missouri, the fifth 
of twelve children. Art devoted his time 
to family and church. In the early 1950s 
he was first ordained a deacon and then 
a local elder. Throughout their lives, he 
and Jacque were a mainstay of their local 
church congregations.

He enjoyed the opportunity to get 
together with family and friends and par-
ticularly had a heart for young people, 
joking in a good-hearted manner with 
them. Upon retirement, he worked with 
enthusiasm collecting food from grocery 
stores in the area and taking it to local 
shelters and homes. He also enjoyed col-
lecting the memories of family members, 
which he used to write short biogra-
phies and finally an autobiography titled 
“Growing Up on Third Street.” His love of 
his children and grandchildren was one 
of the driving forces for his writing. He 
wanted them to know about those who 
came before them.

Art’s first wife, Jacque, passed away in 
June 2003. In January 2010 he remarried. 
He is survived by his wife, Rosemarie 
Transon Roesler of Phoenix, Arizona. He 
is also survived by five of his six children 
and 13 of his 14 grandchildren. Of his sib-
lings he is also survived by his youngest 
sister, Eunice Swenson.

His surviving children (and spouses) 
are Elyse (Paul Dolbec); John (Paula); 
Dennis; Rebecca White and Shelly (Joel 
Thomas). Arthur was preceded in death 
by his eldest child Sharon (Frank Brown).

Announcements:
Please submit announcements of the 

births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in your families. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) to UN@ucg.org or give 
them to your local pastor to forward 
to United News. If you mail via regular 
mail, please include a self-addressed 
envelope if you would like photos 
returned.
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and then peeled, soaked, ground, sifted, 
pressed, and finally dried on metal-
topped stoves fueled by wood. The entire 
process is very labor-intensive, but fami-
lies pitch in and do their assigned jobs, 
with plenty of smiles, storytelling, and 
humor. The full bags of grainy, processed 
cassava is, after all, their staple income. 
Each bag sells for about $100 (230 reais), 
and is the main source of cassava in the 
local economy. One hectare of cassava 
will produce about four to six bags of pro-
cessed cassava per year.

Because of the heavy rainfall, high tem-
peratures and humidity, the rapid plant 

growth and organic matter oxidation 
allow for only two or three crop cycles in 
as many years before yields plummet. At 
that point the field is abandoned to allow 
regrowth of palms and other plants. After 
10 years the forest regrowth can be slashed 
and burned again; the regenerative pow-
ers of the natural world are amazing. In a 
mere five years the cassava field becomes 
a forest 50-80 feet tall!

The Area and Its Productivity
Eastern Roraima State lies adjacent to 

the low mountains of southern Guyana. 
A four-month dry period—January to 

April—is conducive to cassava produc-
tion, but makes banana, pineapple, and 
other fruit production less attractive. 
Some showers normally fall during the 
dry season, but the 2014 dry season was 
exceptional, with hardly a drop of rain. As 
a result, creeks stopped flowing all across 
the region, leaving only scattered pools 
for livestock drinking water.

Soils of Maloca de Moscou are very 
poor, called “xanthic ferralsols” in mod-
ern soils jargon. They are highly weath-
ered by tropical heat, moisture, and 
microbial action, have little nutrient-
holding capacity, are very acidic, and 
contain few nutrients. With any amount 
of tillage and farming the few nutrients 
present are soon used up.

However, tropical trees, especially 
palms, native fruits, and certain hard-
woods and vines do well in more favored 
environments. The savannah areas can 
grow decent grasses for livestock, or field 
crops and trees if fertilized and watered.

The Project Coalesces
The purpose of this mission to Brazil 

was to assist our brethren in improving 
their agricultural practices, in accordance 
with Philippians 2:4: “Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others.” Moreover, Paul said 
to the Galatians: “And let us not be weary 
in well doing, for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not. As we have therefore 
opportunity, let us do good unto all, espe-
cially to them who are of the household of 
faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).

What, then, could be done to help these 
brethren, who had little cash in hand but 
had a strong work ethic and desire to pur-
sue the truth?

Jorge DeCampos and I were given 
tours of several area cassava farms to see 

up-close the soils and production system 
for cassava, the cattle project, and other 
aspects of the brethrens’ support systems. 
In most cases we had to walk some dis-
tance to reach the fields slashed out of 
the jungle, and we became versed in the 
hard labor required to produce their main 
cash crop. The field procedures cannot 
be mechanized, though improvements 
in processing to the dried cassava “grain” 
can be made. In particular, the heating 
and drying step could be hastened con-
siderably with improved equipment. But 
because each farm has its own processing 
facility, it was determined that it would 
cause problems to upgrade one farm with-
out upgrading them all. We had to look 
elsewhere for ways to improve their sys-
tem.

One day as if by some great spirit force 
the brethren, with one voice, spoke of the 
need for a deep water well to supply abun-
dant water for irrigation during the dry 
season, and for community use. Not only 
would that improve what crops they did 
grow, it would allow them to grow more 
fresh vegetables, which as of now is lack-
ing in their diets. They have fruit in plenty, 
but not vegetables and whole grains.

If situated atop a nearby hill, a well of 
about 460 feet deep with a water tank for 
pressure, hoses and pipes could divert 
water to individual family plots on which 
vegetables could be grown—spinach, col-
lards, lettuce, root crops, tomatoes, and 
peppers, as well as other tropical crops—
providing a focal point of improved nutri-
tion and health for the community. Not 
only United Church of God members 
could benefit, but families throughout 
the area could participate and share in the 
abundance that this project was giving, 

Continued from page 2

Phase One of Good Works Agricultural Project 
in Brazil

Kingdom of God seminar in Sumaré with 
14 people present. After the seminar I 
addressed many questions from the audi-
ence, until I had to leave, as the venue was 
closing. Please pray that God may help 
these new babies in Christ and protect 
them from Satan’s deceptive attacks. This 
is always a danger in these remote areas, 
and particularly because Brazil has a great 
mixture of different beliefs and different 
faiths, all pulling in their individual direc-
tions.

Then I went to Uberlândia to keep 
the last day of Unleavened Bread with 
Giovane Macedo and his family, who are 
longstanding members in Brazil, as well 
as a number of his close relatives. There 
were 14 present during Sabbath services. 

There I also conducted another Kingdom 
of God seminar. I had various questions 
from interested family members.

After that visit I travelled to Rio de 
Janeiro to visit a prospective member 

some two to three hours away from Rio, 
but was not able to do so, due to a mas-
sive demonstration on the road related 
to the soon coming world soccer cup and 
misappropriation of funds. This demon-

stration and many other trip-related set-
backs that I experienced should remind 
us all of how important it is for us to daily 
pray that God may deliver us from the evil 
one. God thankfully protected me from 

danger.
Overall the trip was very successful. 

God protected me on the trip, and further 
inroads were made into a region where 
the gospel of the soon coming Kingdom 

of God has never been preached, as far 
as I know. We are doing this with our lit-
erature in the Portuguese language. Cur-
rently we have 27 booklets in Portuguese, 
a bi-monthly Portuguese edition of The 
Good News (A Boa Nova) and 5 lessons 
of the Bible Study Course. We hope to 
print another two more booklets and the 
sixth lesson of the study course in the next 
month or two.

God is doing a greater and greater work 
in the Portuguese language through the 
support and tithes, which you are gener-
ously giving to United Church of God. 
Thank you for your financial support, 
prayers for protection, health, godly wis-
dom and godly love on these trips. We 
need to continue praying that God may 
hinder Satan’s efforts of blinding people 
from the truth. Also, that He bless the 
Church’s efforts so that the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ may shine on 
them (2 Corinthians 4:4), and the hope 
of the good news of His soon coming to 
establish the Kingdom of God may reach 
all nations as a witness. UN

Continued from page 2

Jorge de Campos Visits 
Brethren, Preaches 
Gospel Over Passover 
in Brazil

God is doing a greater and greater work in 
the Portuguese language through your support 

and tithes. Thank you for your financial 
support, prayers for protection, health, godly 

wisdom and godly love on these trips.
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This teaching session at the kitchen eating area involved discussion of the proposed water well and 
nutritional facts.
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as they respond to Him.
Of great encouragement to both parents 

and youth is 1 Corinthians 7:14: “For the 
unbelieving husband is sanctified by the 
wife, and the unbelieving wife is sancti-
fied by the husband; otherwise your chil-
dren would be unclean, but now they are 
holy.”

Much more about this subject is found 

in the United Church of God study paper 
“Are Our Children Called Now?” page 2: 
“When adults don’t know whether our 
children are called now, their conversa-
tions will reflect this with phrases such 
as, ‘I don’t know whether God will call 
my child or not’ and ‘Since our children 
are not called now, we can’t expect too 
much out of them.’ When children hear 
these kinds of statements, they often feel 
it doesn’t matter which way they choose” 
(http://members.ucg.org/content/study-
papers). You may want to read further 
from this helpful study paper.

In John 14:17 we read that Jesus Christ 
told the disciples that God’s Holy Spirit 
was with them even before they were bap-
tized. The same is true for youth in God’s 
Church today.

Congregational Support
As president Victor Kubik told the camp 

directors at their annual camp conference 
last fall, “Working with the children and 
youth is an extremely important function 
of the Church.” And working with youth 
is a Church-wide opportunity for all of us.

As members of a loving congregation, 
let’s support each other in what God 
is calling each and every one of us to 
become: fully adopted members of our 

Father’s family. Locally it is imperative for 
each member to warmly include youth in 
your Sabbath fellowship—to say hello, ask 
questions about school or career plans, 
etc. Young people do naturally respond 
to adults who show an interest in them. 
Develop a relationship with them in your 
local congregation. Invite them and their 
parents to your home for a meal and fel-
lowship. Remember: We are family.

Congregational support is also men-
tioned in the study paper referenced 
earlier on page 14: “Parents and all mem-
bers of the Church must view children 
as genuine, respected participants of the 
congregation, hoping and expecting that 

Continued from page 4

A Camper Explained it 
to Me…

positively and developing a “can-do” atti-
tude.

As Proverbs 17:22 says, “Being cheer-
ful keeps you healthy but it’s a slow death 
to be gloomy all the time” (Good News 
Bible).

Paul and Silas gave a wonderful exam-
ple of this when they were arrested, beat-
en and thrown in a musty dungeon in 
Philippi. Yet the Bible says: “At midnight 
Paul and Silas were praying and singing 
hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them” (Acts 16:25). Yes, they 
had learned to stay close to God and be 
positive no matter how dire were their 
situation. And in a great confirmation of 
their faith, God heard their good attitudes 
and responded: “Suddenly there was a 
great earthquake, so that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken; and immedi-
ately all the doors were opened and every-
one’s chains were loosed” (Acts 16:26).

Paul not only talked about this prin-
ciple, but he lived it! Perhaps the most 
positive statement Paul mentioned about 
directing our thoughts in this vein is 
found in Philippians 4:8: “Finally, breth-
ren, whatever things are true, whatever 
things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good 
report, if there is any virtue and if there 
is anything praiseworthy—meditate on 
these things.”

2. Carefully choose the words 
we use, for they will become our 
daily vocabulary

We don’t usually realize the power and 
influence the words we use have on peo-
ple.

Proverb 18:21 warns us, “Death and life 
are in the power of the tongue, and those 
who love it will eat its fruit.”

Yes, the words we choose will shape our 
destiny and will determine the quality of 
our relationships. For thoughts will lead 

to words, which mold our attitudes, and 
our attitudes in turn produce actions, and 
those actions determine results.

Using negative, defeatist words will 
likely lead to defeat, while winning words 
will lead to triumph. Just think about the 
words Winston Churchill used to bolster 
the morale of the British people during 
World War II. His words were always 
about overcoming and never giving up or 
giving in. In one famous speech, he got up 
and simply said, “Never, ever, ever, ever, 
ever, ever, ever, give up. Never give up. 
Never give up. Never give up.”

It is also so important to learn to use 
tactful, diplomatic words in our conversa-
tions, which have virtually become a lost 
art.

This principle is all important in mar-
riage and the family.

One of my favorite sayings is, “Often the 
difference between a successful marriage 
and a mediocre one consists of leaving 
about three or four things a day unsaid.”

Proverbs 15:23 tells us, “A man has joy 
by the answer of his mouth, and a word 
spoken in due season, how good it is!”

Anthony Robbins, a famous motiva-
tional speaker, once said: “The words 
we attach to our experience become our 
experience. Words have a biochemical 
effect on the body. The minute you use a 
word like ‘devastated’ you’re going to pro-
duce a very different biochemical effect 
than if you say, ‘I’m a bit disappointed.’ It’s 
not hard to see the impact of this when 
other people speak to us. For example, if 
someone said to you, ‘I think you’re mis-

taken,’ versus, ‘I think you’re wrong,’ ver-
sus, ‘You’re lying,’ would you have a differ-
ent biochemical response to that simple 
word? The same exact process happens 
with the words that we use within our-
selves, but unfortunately, we’re less con-
scious of its impact.”

Remember, your vocabulary says a lot 
about you, so pick positive instead of 
negative words. When you can, be around 
positive people.

3. Look at adversity as a 
challenge and an opportunity to 
prune and grow

Proverbs 24:10 says, “If you faint in the 
day of adversity, your strength is small.”

Adversity can help us become better 

and stronger people.
For instance, last year, Andy Murray 

became the first British tennis player to 
win Wimbledon in 77 years.

Before he won that famous Grand 
Slam event, a reporter said about his fine 
play at the 2013 Australian Open: “Andy 
Murray’s fine mature performance in the 
Australian Open semifinal on Friday was 
in part Roger Federer’s fault of course. If 
Federer had not set the bar quite so strato-
spherically high for men’s tennis in the 
2000s, young Andy Murray might have 
been tempted to coast on his gifts; might 
have been content to keep chomping can-
dy bars and guzzling soda and putting in 
the practice hours but not—to toy with a 
British expression—the hardest yards. If 
Federer had not driven Murray to tears 
in a series of Grand Slam finals and left 

him reeling with doubt and potential 
unfulfilled, he might never have felt the 
need to transform himself into quite such 
a physical specimen; might never have 
maximized his speed and his serve or 
kicked his nasty, energy-sapping habit of 
grousing at himself, his entourage and the 
vagaries of a game that is ill-suited to the 
demands of a perfectionist. But an incom-
plete commitment—to one’s self, to one’s 
game—simply wouldn’t cut it in the era 
that has belonged to Federer more than 
any other man but has gradually, inexo-
rably become more communal property. 
The result was there for him and everyone 
else to see on a cool Friday night as Mur-
ray advanced to the Australian Open final 
with a five-set victory [over Federer].”

You see, Andy Murray was building up 
his “immune system” to finally triumph at 
Wimbledon. Defeats had stimulated him 
to try harder until he finally won the vic-
tory over his accomplished rival.

We can also use adversity to build up 
our spiritual immune system and be 
stronger in the future.

Peter mentioned this principle in 1 
Peter 1:6-7: “In this you greatly rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if need be, 
you have been grieved by various trials, 
that the genuineness of your faith, being 
much more precious than gold that per-
ishes, though it is tested by fire, may be 
found to praise, honor, and glory at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ.”

We can now summarize these vital 
three steps to remain positive under fire:

1. Change your attitude. In other words, 
look at glass half full instead of it being 
half empty. Staying positive will likely 
lead to better results.

2. Change your vocabulary. It will posi-
tively alter the results of your relation-
ships in life.

3. Look at adversity as a challenge and 
an opportunity to prune and improve 
ourselves. After all, it’s true that what 
doesn’t kill you will make you stronger.

Life is lived 24 hours a day, and staying 
positive is one of the best things we can do 
to live it abundantly, as Jesus said He came 
to give His followers (John 10:10). UN
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Whatever things are true, whatever things 
are noble, whatever things are just, whatever 
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, 

whatever things are of good report, if 
there is any virtue and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”
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they will become baptized fellow mem-
bers. The biblical perspective is always 
to encourage people to answer God’s 
calling, as opposed to offering loopholes 
legitimizing no response. Implying that it 
is equally valid for a child not to respond 
to God now is a serious mistake. Just as 
Abraham ‘commanded’ his children, God 
urged ancient Israel to respond to Him 
for their own good. He said, ‘I call heaven 
and earth as witnesses today against you, 
that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and cursing; therefore choose 
life, that both you and your descendants 
may live’ (Deuteronomy 30:19). Because 
God’s calling represents the best life avail-
able, children should be kept well aware 
of God’s special invitation to them now.”

The largest group of “prospective mem-
bers” in the Church is the young people—
teens and preteens! We highly value and 
respect each of them as a son or daugh-
ter of God. We appreciate their service 
to God and in their local congregations. 
Thank you, children and teens, for your 
dedication to God and being such a vital 
part of God’s Church. Young people of all 
ages need to feel a part, as well as to be a 
part, of their local congregation. Let’s all 
work together to make it happen.

Youth Desire to be Taught
Unfortunately many parents who are 

not associated with our way of life do not 
spend time teaching spiritual principles 
to their children. The following is from 
a study by the Barna Group, “Parents 
Accept Responsibility for Their Child’s 
Spiritual Development But Struggle With 
Effectiveness,” May 6, 2003: “The Barna 
study found that close to nine out of ten 
parents of children under age 13 (85%) 
believe they have the primary responsi-
bility for teaching their children about 

religious beliefs and spiritual matters. 
Related research, however, revealed that a 
majority of parents do not spend any time 
during a typical week discussing religious 
matters or studying religious materials 
with their children. Most of those parents 
are willing to let their church or religious 
center provide all of the direct religious 
teaching and related religious experiences 
that their children receive.”

Parents, remember that daily prayer 
with your children is a vital part of your 
service to them. Praying with them helps 
them grow in faith. Suggestion: Don’t let 
your children leave home without a morn-
ing prayer together. We do this at all UYC 
camps every morning without exception. 
There is dorm prayer first thing before 
the camp day begins. The counselors and 
campers will take turns praying about the 
day coming up, praying about their “daily 
needs” and asking God to be with them. 
Each day also ends with a dorm prayer.

On a personal note, when our children 
were young my wife would regularly pray 
with each of our three children for their 
“daily needs.” This might have been for 
specific clothing items (low price, spe-
cific color, style and size), for help with 
homework or about trials they were going 
through. There was never a shortage of 
things to pray about. And when God 
“supplied” their daily needs in answered 
prayer in these specific ways, guess what? 
They grew in faith! Now as adults they 
still remember how God answered these 
specific prayers many years ago. These 
experiences helped each of them grow in 
faith and to develop their personal rela-
tionship with God. They observed how 
their mother lived her life and how she 
prayed with them. She mentored them 
very successfully by taking an active part 
in their lives through prayer. And I am so 
thankful she did.

As we do at camp, make the words of 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 come alive in your 
family life: “And these words which I com-

mand you today shall be in your heart. 
You shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when you 
sit in your house, when you walk by the 
way, when you lie down, and when you 
rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. You shall write them 
on the doorposts of your house and on 
your gates.”

Children need to observe their par-

ents’ relationship with God. They need 
to know that the parent is praying and 
studying the Bible. In essence, they need 
to see their parent live a godly life of char-
acter and behavior. Is this challenging as a 
parent? Of course. But God will not let a 
parent down as that person faithfully fol-
lows Him.

“All your children shall be taught by the 
Lord, and great shall be the peace of your 
children” (Isaiah 54:13).

So parents and youth, continue to 
gather around the dining room table and 
study the truths of God as a family. Share 
the Bible stories, learn the life lessons and 
talk in detail how to implement God’s 
truths in your lives.

Younger people need to know that 
godly wisdom is a most precious item to 
have—not status with friends or physi-
cal items. They need to see their parents 

happy and content with the blessings God 
has given.

It is vital that parents share their per-
sonal relationship with God and mentor 
their children on how to seek God and 
come to better know God the Father and 
Jesus Christ. Youth of all ages should be 
learning all of this at home, and then the 
Church can add to this through sermons, 
literature, camp and Church activities.

Children and teens need to see and to 
know deeply, on a personal level, that 
God’s way works: “Oh, taste and see that 
the Lord is good; blessed is the man who 
trusts in Him! Oh, fear the Lord, you 
His saints! There is no want to those who 
fear Him. The young lions lack and suf-
fer hunger; but those who seek the Lord 
shall not lack any good thing. Come, you 
children, listen to me; I will teach you the 
fear of the Lord” (Psalm 34:8-11).

Additional comments from 2012 par-
ent and camper surveys:
•	 “[My child] has made a wide vari-

ety of friends throughout the coun-
try and built confidence while 
learning new skills and activities. 
More excited about Church and 
Church activities” (parent, Camp 
Pinecrest).

•	 “[My daughter] has always been 
positive but when she comes from 
camp she is motivated to pray more 
and live God’s way more than before 
she goes. It is like a mini-Feast, she 
said” (parent, Northwest Camp).

•	 “This camp has encouraged me to 
have a better relationship with God 
and has taught me how important 
it is to follow God” (camper, Camp 
Woodmen).

•	 “I’ve been coming to camp for three 
years. Coming to camp for 1 week 
is more than anyone in this camp 
could possibly understand. My cup 
of blessings overflow!” (camper, 
Camp Cotubic).

It doesn’t get any better than this! UN
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A Camper Explained it 
to Me…

asked Mr. Hunicke about it, and after 
learning about the archery program for 
the United Youth Camps, dropped off 
one hundred arrows, new bow strings, 
15 Olympic-regulation shooting targets, 
arm guards, and shooting bows to Mr. 
Hunicke’s doorstep.

Even now Mr. Hunicke still talks in 
wonder on how apparent God’s hand was 
in occurrences like the one above. Glen 
White, a co-leader with Mr. Hunicke for 
the Northwest archery program since 
2006, enthusiastically commented on 
how the Church has had to pay mini-
mal costs for very expensive archery 
equipment due to the personal time Mr. 
Hunicke has taken to make bows, arrows, 
and targets (many of us remember shoot-
ing at “the Flying Turkey”), especially for 

the youth programs. Through him, God 
has provided multiple thousands of dol-
lars of equipment in the interest of our 
youth. Mr. White had said that “it is 
through [Mr. Hunicke’s] being blessed 
that the archery program in the north-
west and also in California…and his 
working in repairing and building all 
the time…that we have one of the best 
archery programs throughout the camps. 
It is a testimony that speaks for itself.”

The camp program will never be able to 
find another Mr. Hunicke, but those who 
follow will have a great example. His leg-
acy has been inherited by his family and 
held in high regard by his assistants and 
apprentices. His son, August Hunicke, 
has been the program leader for archery 
at the northwest preteen camp for sev-
eral years now and has built his own 
moving targets. Among those not in his 
immediate family who share in his pas-

sion for archery and will continue in his 
successful footsteps are Glen White and 
his future apprentice, Ray Emehiser. It is 
being planned that Mr. Emehiser will be 
trained by Mr. Hunicke during the period 
of transition. He has a promising future 
for becoming the next program leader.

The times of being reminded to keep 
our eyes on the goal and always pull back 
the bowstring fully to our anchor have not 
only affected how well campers succeed 
in the archery range, but also how camp-
ers succeed in the aspects of life. When 
asked what has been the most enjoy-
able or worthwhile experience in teach-
ing archery at camp, Mr. Hunicke stated 
that it was “having a camper there who 
[didn’t] know a thing about it, [didn’t] 
have a clue how to do it, and them being 
successful in it.” He also learned new 
perspectives about his own teachings 
by asking how the campers would apply 

the daily Christian living themes to the 
activity at hand and to life. He could see 
God’s guidance and direction through 
the campers’ answers to these questions. 
Over the years, especially when he was 
hospitalized for heart surgery in 2012, 
Mr. Hunicke received many letters and 
cards from appreciative campers who 
wrote that Mr. Hunicke’s example and 
teaching encouraged them to be mindful 
of the goal of the Kingdom and commit 
to living a Christian life.

We wish Mike and Helen wonderful 
blessings during their retirement years. 
Their contribution has been treasured 
by those in the youth camp programs. 
Though they will be greatly missed at 
camp, their contributions will never be 
forgotten. Mike and Helen Hunicke, 
thank you for your care and love, and 
many blessings to you from all your 
campers. UN
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letting the congregation’s light shine to the 
entire community in a truly tangible way.

We made plain principles of God’s 
health laws: Eat herbs with seeds (Genesis 
1:29), eat fruits with seeds (Genesis 1:29), 
and eat clean meats (Leviticus 11). We also 
encouraged them to avoid refined and pro-
cessed foods, and to eat fresh, uncooked 
vegetables and “integral” (whole grain) 
rice rather than refined white rice.

They greeted the plan with enthusiasm. 
A second meeting was held a few days later, 
and the brethren not only fully agreed to 
the plan, having given it further thought, 
but added to the plan by suggesting build-
ing fish ponds nearby, using the water to 
maintain water levels during the dry sea-
son, and diverting some of the water for a 
banana and pineapple plantation.

Before we left Maloca de Moscou, 

approval for the water well project had 
been granted by the town council, and 
now only official Brazilian government 
approval is needed.

Following Up
While visiting the farms, several soil 

samples were gathered and mailed off for 
analysis at a laboratory in Missouri. Based 
on the results it will be possible to recom-
mend amendments for the gardens, as 
well as for cassava production areas. 

A livestock herd of 12 head is currently 
being tended by the brethren. That herd 
is already growing, and has a virtually 
unlimited area to expand. One improve-
ment in their nutrition made was to buy 
trace-mineralized salt for the cattle to 
replace regular livestock salt. The vegeta-
tion is deficient in several vital nutrients, 
so these trace minerals will compensate 
for that.

A return visit to Maloca de Moscou 
may be necessary in the coming months. 
We are highly optimistic that the Wap-
ishana brethren will carry through their 
plans to build a foundation for greater 

prosperity and health during the coming 
years. We seldom pause to ponder the 
incredible value to something so com-
mon as water, until we have too little of 
it. The northeastern Brazilians have this 
problem four months of the year, and a 
deep well should do much good for these 
people. Let’s pray that this will indeed be 
the case.

A special note of thanks should be 
extended to the Brazilian government for 
nearly eradicating malaria in the area of 
Maloca de Moscou. There was one case 
of malaria that erupted while we were 
there: a teenage girl contracted the dis-
ease, but she had just returned from a 
visit to Guyana where malaria is much 
more prevalent. The young lady’s case 

was nearly resolved with proper treat-
ment by the time we left. I especially wish 
to thank Jorge DeCampos for inviting 
me to accompany him on this journey 
to Brazil to serve our brethren, and to L. 
Scott Hammer, president of Vital Earth 
Resources in Gladewater, Texas, for so 
generously giving me the time away 
from a very busy schedule as director of 
research to help with this project.

As a parting comment, let me reiterate 
my impression of the Wapishana breth-
ren as being a most dedicated and hard-
working people of God. Though short in 
stature, they are tall in love and kindness 
toward all of us who have made it possi-
ble for them to prosper more abundantly 
these past few years. UN

Heating processed cassava to dry it is a major 
step in marketing the crop.

The fleshy roots of the cassava plant provide the 
main cash crop for the Wapishana people.

Local member Bonifacio stands in his cassava field, recently cut out of the jungle and burned, then 
planted with tubers to produce plants, which can be seen emerging throughout the field.

Continued from page 12

Phase One of Good 
Works Agricultural 
Project in Brazil

to the Internet first. He points out that 
80 percent of people research a prod-
uct online before buying. That principle 
holds true for people looking for biblical 
truth.

Since the new local websites were 
launched, 128,791 people looked for Sab-
bath service information on the local 
websites.

Mr. Kubik says that there is a ladder 
of involvement in helping people find 
biblical information. If there are missing 
rungs on the ladder, people will begin to 
lose their way. Part of our emphasis needs 
to be on fixing the “missing rungs” and 
help people have an easier route to bibli-
cal truth and involvement in the Church.

Chairman Robin Webber then called 
on secretary Gerald Seelig to announce 
the ballot results.

General Conference of Elders 
2014 Ballot Results—Gerald 
Seelig, secretary

Approve the Strategic Plan: Yes—220; 
No—16. The Strategic Plan is approved.

Approve the Operation Plan: Yes—
212; No—23. The Operation Plan is 
approved.

Approve the Budget: Yes—204; 
No—30. The Budget is approved.

Approve the Doctrinal Review Pro-
cess: Yes—215; No—16. The proposal 
passes.

Approve the proposed revisions to the 
Constitution: Yes—211; No—18. The 
proposal passes.

Council of Elders Elections: Bill Brad-
ford, Aaron Dean, Don Ward, Robin 
Webber.

At 4:20 p.m. the 2014 meeting of the 

General Conference of Elders recessed 
for the day following a prayer of dismissal 
by Ken Murray, elder from Australia.

International Exchange
After dismissing for the evening, indi-

viduals representing different regions, 
countries and aspects of the Work set 
up booths in a side room for attendees 
to meet and greet one another. Many of 
the booths featured unique food or drink 
from that region. Many of the more far-
flung visitors wore traditional garb from 
their region (see photo of Ken Murray). 
The exchange was very enjoyable and 
allowed everybody an opportunity to 
build cameraderie and fellowship.  UN

Ken Murray of Australia with Jolinda Schreiber of 
Minnesota, who along with her husband Dave, 
work with Mr. Murray in India. They set up a 
booth at the international exchange.

Mark and Michelle Mickelson with Paul Moody. 
They had a booth set up for West Africa.

Continued from page 6
GCE 2014

AT A GLANCE

AT A GLANCE

UYC Shirt Design 
Contest Winner 
Announced

The UYC Team is excited to announce 
that we have a new design for the 2014 
camper shirts! The winning design will 
be revealed for the first time to campers 
when they arrive at camp, then pub-
lished in the summer camp wrap-up 
issue of United News in September.

The winner is Blake Hawkins from Val-
ley Center, Kansas. Blake is 14 years old 
and a Freshman at Valley Center High 
School.

Congratulations, Blake!
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n Beyond Today Airing Schedule

n Beyond Today to Begin Airing 
in New Zealand on Prime TV

Since the end of our 10-week Beyond Today airing 
test on ION television (and the culmination of our 
efforts on WGN America), the United Church of God 
has aired five programs exclusively on the ION net-
work.

Viewer response to these programs currently 
totals 5,152 at a very favorable cost per response. In 
comparing this quantity to the same period on WGN 

America in 2010 (when Beyond Today first began air-
ing on that network), viewer response totaled 3,357. 
Beyond Today on ION significantly outpaces WGN 
America during the same comparison period in both 
response and cost per response.

As a reminder, Beyond Today airs on the ION net-
work each Sunday at 9 a.m. Eastern and Pacific time 
and at 8 a.m. Central and Mountain. For satellite 
(DISH 216 and DirecTV 305) Beyond Today airs at 9 
a.m. Eastern, 8 a.m. Central, 7 a.m. Mountain and 6 
a.m. Pacific. To find the ION channel locations in your 
area please visit www.iontelevision.com and click 
the “Channel Finder” located on the top right corner 
of the webpage. Enter your zip code and you will 

be shown the channel number(s) on which you can 
watch ION television.

Peter Eddington

Featured Links
n Teen Bible Study Guides
http://www.ucg.org/teen-bible-study-guides/
http://www.ucg.org/teen-bible-study/teen-
bible-study-ideas-family-bible-studies-teens/

Many parents desire topic ideas for in-home Bible 
studies with their teens. With this in mind, here are 
some ideas (follow the links below) put together by 
parents, ministers and wives, and younger adults, 

many of whom grew up in God’s 
Church. God has blessed and en-
trusted the parents as the primary 
teachers and examples in the life 
of their teens and God will bless 
their efforts as they look to Him for 
inspiration (Ephesians 6:4, Deuter-
onomy 6:4-9, Proverbs 22:6). This 
is not intended to be an all-inclu-
sive or official list, but as a means 
for sharing some ideas that have 
been effective for others. As a 
family, what a blessing it is to learn 
about the Eternal God through 
the study of His written Word!
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Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices
May 25: ABC Graduation, Cincinnati

June 10-13: Preteen Camp Tomahawk, Tennessee

June 15-18: Preteen Camp Colorado 

June 15-22: Camp Cotubic, Ohio

June 22-25: Preteen Camp Piney Woods, Texas

June 20-27: Camp Pinecrest, Missouri

June 29-July 6: Camp Hye Sierra, California

June 29-July 6: Camp Woodmen, Alabama

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

UNITED STATISTICS

Title Host Airing Period

Christ in the Biblical 
Festivals

Darris 
McNeely May 11-17

Jesus: Creator of the 
Sabbath Steve Myers May 18-24

Why Me, God? Steve Myers May 25-31

Baptism: Washing 
Away the Past Gary Petty June 1-7

Are You Fighting 
Against God?

Darris 
McNeely June 8-14

From Guilt to Glory: 
Will God Forgive 
You?

Gary Petty June 15-21

The Four Horsemen 
of Revelation

Darris 
McNeely June 22-28

Coworkers on File
As recorded each April, 2008-2014
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ATTENTION ALL GRADUATING SENIORS!
Send in a bio and photograph to be featured in United News.

We would love to feature the class of 2014 in the July-August United News. Please take a 
few minutes to answer these questions and send a photograph by June 16.

Also include your phone number or e-mail address 
to use to confirm spellings, etc. (they will not be 
printed). Please send with a recent photo (conform-
ing with biblical standards of dress and hair length) 
of the graduate by June 14. Send by e-mail to: 
Mitch_Moss@UCG.org. Or by mail to: United News, 
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027. We may 
edit for clarity and/or length to meet the 250-word 
maximum length. Thanks and congratulations!

1. Graduate’s name
2. Parents’ names
3. Congregation and pastor’s name
4. Accomplishments
5. Church activities/hobbies/interests 
(tell a little bit about yourself)

6. Plans after graduation
7. Additional comments (favorite quote, 
favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc.

Please identify which it is, so we don’t 
think your advice is your motto, etc.)
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