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Feast S Video to Feature Philippi
At a G | ance Mediaand Communications Services A specid focus about the brethren  God'sKingdom. Christiansmustendure  membersin the Philippines and other
operation manager Peter Eddington  andtheChurch'swork inthePhilippines  totheend, continuingtodo God'swork — areas of Southeast Asawill help illus-
traveled tothePhilippinesfromJune27  and Southeast Asia of preaching the gospel and preparinga  tratehow Chrigtianscontinuetofight the
Eld Ordai d to July 6 to videotape additiona mater- * A messegefromthe UCGIApres-  people whilelookingforwardwithcon-  good fight intheir daily lives. They will
er Oraaine ial for the Feast of Tebernadlessermon  dent, Roy Hollady. fidenceto the return of Chrigt. aso highlight the successes and chal-
videofor 2004. Thissection likely will beaccompa-  lengesfacing the Churchin thisarea.of

Steve Villaescusa was ordained an Jod Meeker and DaveBaker hadpre- ~ “1 Shall Return” nied by video of theidand of Corregi-  theworld.

elder on Pentecost, May 30. Heand his
wife, Margaret, serve in the Raleigh,
North Carolina, congregation.

Subscriber Letter
Breaks Record

The March |etter to Good News sub-
scribers offering the Jesus Christ: The
Real Sory booklet received 33,107
reponses. Thistopsthepreviousrecord
of 32,697 for The Middle East in
Prophecy, offered in June 2003. The
most recent |etter drew a 20.1 percent
response. By comparison, most letters
have ranged from 9 to 18 percent. One
previous letter sent to a select group of
readers received a higher percentage
response with 21.4 percent for Who Is
God? in January 2002.

Good News Reader
Update List Up 10
Percent in June

In July 8,829 Good News readers
received the monthly e-mail |etter from
the editor and president, Roy Holladay.
Thisis up approximately 10 percent in
just themonth of June.

Readersareencouraged tosignupon
the newly redesigned Web page,
www.gnmagazine.org, and in a small
item on the back cover of themagazine.

E-mail updates are an inexpensive
way to have regular contact with the
readers, announce the new issue and
offer literature. The July letter offered
reedersAreV\e Livinginthe Time of the
End?

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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vioudly recorded some video during
thelr trip in January and February (see
March/April 2004 United News, pages
45).

The Feast video will havethreemain
sections:

* A messege from David Baker,
senior pastor for the Philippines.

Plans are for the video to revolve
around an analogy based on Douglas
MacArthur's famous World War 11
promiseto return to the Philippines.

Mr. Baker's 20-minute mini-sermon
will usetheexampleof Gen. MacArthur
toillustrate Christ’spromiseto returnto
theearthto beginthemillennid reign of

dor, where the American and Filipino
amies made their final stand, and Red
Beach, near Tacloban on the idand of
Leyte, where MacArthur waded ashore
on hisreturn.

Elders, Members Interviewed
Interviews with various elders and

Message From the
President

Plans are for Mr. Holladay's seg-
ment of thefilm to berecorded in his
office, perhaps with updates on what
UCG is doing to accomplish its mis-
sion. un

Summer Camp Season 2004 Begins

Pinecrest, the first United Youth Camp of the summer, includes canoeing and a new water sport involving “the

blob” (right). More camps will be featured next issue.

Thisyear 128 campersand 58 volunteer staff members
from 20 states and at least three countries gathered near
Fredericktown, Missouri, for the annual United Youth
Camp at the Pinecrest Camp facility. The camp, from
June 10to 17, wasthefirst of six to be held in the United

Statesthis summer.

During orientation Greg Sargent, camp director,

encouraged everyone to concentrate on living in “the
Zon€" during the week of camp. The Zone is the term
used to describe an amosphere of safety, peace, joy and
mutual support and encouragement that prefigures the
millennial reign of Jesus Christ. Later Mr. Sargent wrote

See “Pinecrest,” page 5

Winter Family Weekend Set for Louisville Dec. 22-25

The eighth annual Winter Family
Weekend hasbeen scheduled for Dec.
22 to 25, 2004, in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.

The Clarion Hotel and Conference
Center, aAAA three-diamond fecility,
has been booked for housing. The cost
is$30 per room, per night with two dou-
ble beds or aking-size bed. Suites are
asoavaileblefor $35 per night. Thetax
isanadditional 15 percent. Thosedesir-
ing a particular style of room (double
beds or king beds or suites) will have
their requests filled on afirst call, first
reservation basis.

Reservations can be made immedi-
ately. Thetoll-freenumber is(866) 246-
2021 andtheloca number is(502) 491-
4830. Simply statethat you arewith the
United Church of God (UCG). The
hotel is a 9700 Bluegrass Pkwy.,

Louisville, KY 40299 and ontheWeb at
wwwi.choicehotelscomviresthotel /ky119.

The hotel has a large indoor pool,
saung, fitness center, pool tables, video
gamearea, restaurant, room serviceand
on-site conference center that will seat
2,400 people. Free airport shuttle ser-
viceisdso avalable.

The MidAmerica Sports Center (the
contracted sports venue) is within 2
milesof the hotel and offers many bas-
ketball and volleybal courts. Addition-
al facilities are being secured for the
widearray of activitiesbeing planned.

Both the hotel and the sports center
are located within 3 miles of approxi-
mately 60 restaurants.

The highlight of this weekend will
once again be the Sabbath (Dec. 25),
including Sabbath services and awide
variety of classes and seminars for all

ages, focusing on Chrigtian living and
biblical subjects.

During the entire four-day duration,
ahost of activitiesisa so being planned
and organized for thefollowing groups:

* Familiesand preteens: A variety of
organized gamesand events.

* Teens: Volleyball and basketball
tournaments, danceand other activities.

* Young adults: Volleyball and bas-
ketball tournaments, dance and other
ativities.

» Ambassador/ABC reunion.

“Thisevent hasprovento beextreme-
ly popular with our youth, young adults
andfamilies” said Roy Holladay in his
June 30 “President’s Letter” “We do
hope that many of you will be able to
makeplanstojoin usfor what will sure-
ly be a most memorable, inspiring
weekend” un

Treasurer Reports
Income on Target
at Fiscal Year-End

We have concluded another fiscal
year, and God'sblessingsare apparent,
aswel| asthe faithfulness of the mem-
bersof the Church and otherswho sup-
portitswork. We expressour gratitude
to God, the Giver of every good and
perfect gift, and to al those who have
contributed during the last 12 months.

The total budgeted income for the
fiscal year was $19,000,000. Actual
incometotal ed $19,071,000 (not count-
ing unregtricted estatedonations, which
have been earmarked by the Council of
Eldersfor retirement fund purposes).

This represents 0.4 percent more
than budgeted. For the last two years
combined, the total income (exclusive
of estate donations) has been
$37,260,000, which is $20,000 more
than the combined two-year budget of
$37,240,000 (adlight “overage” of 0.05
percent). Some could conclude from
thisthat God has helped usin our pro-
jectionsof income!

Ontheexpenditureside, thetota was
$18,607,000, which was 2.1 percent
below budget.

Thenet result isthat the Church con-
tinues to be in a stable and relatively
strong financia position, especialy
when compared to the case several
years ago. As aways, we ask for the
prayersof the brethren for God'sguid-
anceof thosewith theresponsibility for
the stewardship of thefinancial admin-
igtration of the Church.

TomKirkpatrick, Treasurer
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At a Glance

Continued from page 1

New Vertical
Thought Web Site
Launched; Vertical
Videos Added

Over the past few weeks, the \ertical
Thought Web sitehasbeen updated with
anew home and visud design. The VT
Web site has been rel ocated to our new
Web server, which will alow for more
space, improved reliability and better
visitor satigtics. The design of theWeb
Ste hasbeen enhanced to alow for ease
of navigation, usability andtoassstwith
further growth asnew materia isposted.

“Vertical Videos' are aso being
developed and placed onthesite, includ-
ing a three-minute video on Sabbath
conflicts featuring two ABC students.
Thelatest version of Flash Player and a
high-speed Internet connectionareneed-
edtoview thevideo at thebest quality.

Some new features have also been
addedtoverticathought.org. Youwill be
ableto easly browse through question-
and-answer topics, send articles to a
friend, print printer-friendly pages,
searchtheWebsite, view archivedissues
and lotsmore.

Besuretosubscribeto ertical News,
themonthly e-mail newdetter thet keeps
you updated to what's new on the Web
Site. Currently 947 people have sub-
scribed to thee-mail newdletter.

Let us know what you think by e-
mailing info@verticathought.org.

Aaron Booth

Pastoral Change
Announced

JmO'Brienisnolonger employed by
theUnited Church of God. Mark Winner
isnow the pastor of the United congre-
gation in Lexington, Kentucky, and
Matthew Fenchel ispastoringtheCincin-
nati North, Ohio, congregation. Please
direct any inquires about time and loca-
tionof servicesfor thesecongregationsto
these men. A list of U.S. congregation
contact phone numbers can be found at
www.ucg.org/about/churchusa htm.

Pentecost Holy
Day Offerings Up

Below isthe preliminary report from
theamountsreported tothehomeoffice.
It doesnotincludethoseamountsmailed
into the home office by individuas.

Attendance: 12,201

Offering: $720,744.45

Thisrepresentsa 1.6 percentincrease
in attendance over 2003 when 12,015
attended, and a4.8 percent increasein
thereported offering anount over 2003
when it was $687,807.13.

See “News at a Glance,” page 12

Good Works Ghana Project Complete; New Projects for Africa

The UCG Good Works Program
GhanaProjectisnow fully funded, Tom
Kirkpatrick, program coordinator,
announced June8. “Thanksto everyone
for their generous and loving support.
Melvin Rhodes, senior pastor for Ghana,
will be working with the church in
Ghanato carry out the activities made
possible by this funding in the near
future”

The current projects listed on the
Good Works Program Web page
(www.ucg.org/goodworks) are for
Cameroon and Kenya,

Church Halls in Cameroon

Joel Meeker, pastor for French-
speaking areas, submitted the request
for aproject to build two church halls
in Cameroon that was posted May 12.
The cost of the project was listed as
$14,000. Below are excerpts from the
Web site:

“In several African countries our
brethren have difficulty finding suitable
halls. This is either because meeting
hallssmply don't exigt, or because the
priceistoo high. In severa placeswe
haverented gpartmentsfor theuseof the
Church, but thisisrd atively expensivein
the long run and occasiondly presents
other difficulties.

“In addition, most African govern-
mentsexpect churchestoowntheir own

buildings, and resist accrediting church
organizations that don't have their own
building. The governments are usudly
somewheét repressiveand they don't trust
organizations that don't have a fixed
base because it might be hard to find
themif the government wanted tointer-
venein someway.

“This has caused us long delays in
gaining officia recognitionandinsome
caseshasmeant theinability to belegd-
ly recognized. This government recog-
nition is necessary for us to operate
legally in these countries (have bank
accounts, have phonelinesor PO. box-
esinthenameof theChurch). Notbeing
recognized can place our brethren a
somerisk of being mistaken for belong-
ingto asecretiveor illegd entity.

“Two congregationsin Cameroonare
inneed of church buildings. . . the eco-
nomic capital of Cameroon, the city of
Douala, and the other in the extreme
north of the country in the village of
Yagoua.

“The purchase of a plot of land in
Doudawill cost about $5,000. We esti-
matethe cost of aconcrete block build-
ing with ametal roof and arestroom to
be an additional $5,000.

“The costs will be less in Yagoua
because land prices are much lower.
We will need about $1,000 for alot
and about $3,000 to construct asmall-

er building, which will not need a
restroom or have running water.

“So the total need for church build-
ingsin Cameroonis$14,000.Your fund-
raising contributionsto this project will
alow the church better legal status, cre-
ateabetter reputationfor our brethrenin
Cameroon as well as permit them to
attend church functionsin an adequate
fecility”

Good Works Project in
Kenya

John Elliott, senior pastor for East
Africa, submitted the following project
proposal for Kenyawith aprojected cost
of $7,121. The project would provide
“suppliesand equipment helpful in pre-
venting malaria, yellow fever and
typhoidfever throughwater purification
and mosquito abatement, and emer-
gency foodstuff reserves”

Mr. Elliott wrote: “ EastAfricaisrich
in beauty and cultureyet lacks some of
thebasic necessitiesneeded for health-
ful living. Because of this situation
most of our membersintheregion are
helpless in acquiring cooking and
drinking water free of typhoid fever or
gaining safety from mosquitoes bear-
ing malaria and yellow fever. Conse-
quently, these diseases regularly
plague our members there and occa-
sondly taketheir lives.

“TheGot Kachola, Kenya, congrega-
tionishardest hit. They have purchased
land and are completing a new hall to
meet in. Thelocation is especidly suit-
edfor awater well tosarvethemembers
and nearby village.

“Additionally, low rainfall amounts
appear to be continuing the famine of
thelast two years. Maize (corn) meal
isacomforting and filling staplewhen
thereis nothing else to eat and many
families will rejoice at receiving
some, which they otherwise could not
afford.

“A big thank you in advance to all
who will generoudly find waysto raise
fundsto help our brethren”

TheWeb site describesthe purpose
of the Good Works Program as fol-
lows:

“TheGoodWorksProgramisintend-
ed to provide an organized way for
brethren to help others in the Church
who faceunusua, emergency situations
that could not be anticipated or budget-
ed for. The intent of the program isto
make these situations known to the
Church, and to coordinate the distribu-
tion of fundsthat are raised by congre-
gations or groups in fund-raising
efforts”

If you are interested in raising funds
for these projects, contact Tom Kirk-
patrick (tom_kirkpatrick @ucg.org). un

Members Help

In April LifeNets received a letter
from the U.S. Department of the Trea-
Sury granting permanent statusasa’501
(c) (3) charity. LifeNetshad been grant-
ed thisstatus during an advanced ruling
periodin October 1999. Thisalowsthe
charity to continue to accept donations
that can be deducted from an individ-
ud’sU.S. incometaxes.

“Torecavethis wehavehadtoprove
over severa yearsthat wearean organi-
zaionthat hasaccomplished atruechar-
itablesarvicetoothers” said Tom Peine,
LifeNets board chairman and a UCG

Serve Members and Others Through LifeNets

elderinindiana “Thisdlowsusto help
S0 many membersthroughout theworld.

“UCG members and churches have
joined us in our effort to serve” Mr.
Peine said. “Their donations and fund-
raisersinspire usto further find waysto
servenotjust UCG, but otherswith their
specid problems”

“In the last four years, we have pro-
vided $1,800,000 in overseas aid, most
of it either benefiting brethren or being
used by the brethren to benefit others”
said Victor Kubik, founder of LifeNets
and aUCG Council member. “We ca-

culate that for every dollar donated, we
have provided $20in benefits”
Members have helped LifeNets drill
wellsand build two dinicsin Africato
help UCG members there and have
helped provide scholarships for further
education for many young UCG mem-
bersin Centra and SouthAmerica
LifeNetsasohasanactivewhed char
program, matching donated wheelchairs
with thosewho need themin the United
Statesand oversess. “ The pediatric vari-
ety of whedchair is especidly vauable
because they provide for youngsters

who otherwise would not be mobile
unlessMom or Dad carried them,” Mr.
Peinesad.

LifeNets is not an officid arm of
UCG, but is a separate legd entity not
controlled by UCG.

“Being an independent charitable
organization has alowed us to use
resourcessuch asRotary Internationd,”
Mr. Peine said. “They recently donated
$44,884 to provide two ambulancesfor
theAfricanclinics. Rotary Internationa
isalsohelping usto support theclinicfor
the children of Chernobyl.” un

July 2004
Vol. 10, No. 6

@United '“
News of the United Church of God, an International Association

United News (ISSN 1088-8020) is published monthly except April and October by the United Church
of God, an International Association, 555 Technecenter Drive, Milford, OH 45150. © 2004 United
Church of God, an International Association. Printed in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction
in any form without written permission is prohibited. Periodicals Postage paid at Milford, Ohio 45150,
and at additional mailing offices. Canada Post publications mail agreement number 1487167.

Editor: Peter W. Eddington

Managing editor: Mike Bennett ~ Copy editor: Becky Bennett

UCGIA Council of Elders: Aaron Dean, Robert Dick, Jim Franks, Doug Horchak, Clyde Kilough

(chairman), Victor Kubik, Les McCullough, Joel Meeker, Mario Seiglie, Richard Thompson, Leon

Walker, Anthony Wasilkoff
President: Roy Holladay

Scriptural references are from the New King James Version (© 1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc.,

Publishers) unless otherwise noted.

Subscriptions: United News is sent automatically to members of the United Church of God and is
free to all who request it. Your subscription is provided by the generous, voluntary contributions of
members of the United Church of God, an International Association, and their coworkers. Donations
are gratefully accepted and are tax-deductible. To request a subscription, write to United News,
United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or to one of the international

addresses below.

Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address
changes to United News, P.0. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA (except as listed below): United Church of God,
P0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God—Australia,

GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia.

Phone: 0755 202-111 Fax: 0755 202-122

BAHAMAS: United Church of God, PO. Box N8873, Nassau,
Bahamas. Phone: (242) 324-3169 Fax: (242) 364-5566

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God—SBritish Isles, P.O.
Box 705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England.
Phone: 020-8386-8467 Fax: 01257-453978

CANADA: United Church of God—Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station

D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966,
(800) 338-7779 Fax: (905) 876-0569 E-mail: info@ucg.ca

FIJI: United Church of God, P.0. Box 11081, Laucala Beach
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Eglise de Dieu Unie—France,
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Posfach 30 15 09,
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax:
0228-9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035
4523573, E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

KENYA: United Church of God, Kenya, P.0. Box 75261,
Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-mail: kenya@ucg.org

MALAWI: United Church of God, P.0. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.0. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.

E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O
Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, PO. Box 22,
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God-West Africa, PO. Box 1715,
Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria. Phone: 234-1-791 8009. E-mail
nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, PO. Box 81840, DCCPO,
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 241-0150
Cell/Text: (+63) 0918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.0. Box 705, Watford,
Herts. WD19 6FZ England. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern
Africa, P.0. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205,
South Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694. E-mail:
rsa@ucg.org

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796

TONGA: United Church of God-Tonga, P.0. Box 127,
Nuku'alofa, Tonga

ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.0. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: zambia@ucg.org

ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.0. Box 928,
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273

E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:

The United Church of God, an International Association,
has a home page on the Internet's World Wide Web. The
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to
general information and news about the Church, issues of
The Good News and United News, as well as our booklets
The address http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s
Canadian Web site, http://www.ucg.org.au the
Australian Web site, http://www.labuonanotizia.org
the Italian Web site, http://www.goodnews.org.uk the
British Isles Web site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the
Philippines Web site and http://www.ucgrsa.org the
Southern Africa Web site.




United Church of God, an International Association

Unitedllewss July 2004

News From Around the World

German Bible Study Course Bearing Fruit

The first baptism

“Some time ago |

request from the new
German Bible corre-
spondence course was
received inApril. A cou-
ple from Potsdam, Ger-
many (near Berlin),
requested baptism coun-
sdling after receiving the
final four lessons of the
course, includinglessons
on baptism, the true
Church and the Holy
Days.
Sofar 20 studentshave

Bt e Eibel
hisute redh Akl

—

ordered your corre-
spondence  course
and have now taken
thetests. My scoreon
test one was 92 per-
centand ontesttwoit
was 88 percent. | sent
thethirdtestcardina
little later and look
forward to receiving
my score.

“| havetoadmit that
| did not look up
everythingontestone,

€

completedall 12]essons, and 270 others
arecurrently enrolled inthe course.

InJanuary 270 subscribersof the Gute
Nachrichten (German Good News)
magazine ordered the course.

The German course is sent to sub-
scribersfour lessonsat atime, and atest
ismailed aswell. Subscriberswho aver-
age 80 percent on the three testsreceive
acertificate of completion.

One of the first subscribers to com-
pletethe course wrote:

but tests two and three were more diffi-
cult. Because | aminterested in history,
it wasclear to methat therewere differ-
ences between the origina Chrigtianity
and today’s version. However, your lit-
erature has helped me to see even the
smdler differencesthat are dsoimpor-

Readers Offered Intern
(German United News)
Theweek of June 10, 115 readers of

the Gute Nachrichten magazine were
mailed an offer to receive Intern, a
monthly publication of the Vereinte
Kirche Gottes (United Church of
God-Germany). Intern containsbiblical
material from United News and other
SOUrCeS.

All Gute Nachrichten readers who
have renewed their subscription and
have been on the mailing list four years
receive the offer. Previous offers have
brought a22.4 percent response.

German Web Site Traffic
Doubles

For the seven-month period from
November 2003 through May 2004,
12,862 peoplefrom 42 countriesvisited
theGuteNachrichten Website, themain
Websiteof United Church of God-Ger-
many.
Thetotal number of hitsfor theseven-
month period was 312,334. On average,
60 people visit the Gute Nachrichten
Web site daily. Traffic on the site has
doubledinthelast year.

Source: Wwwv.ucog.org.

Australian National Council Takes a Long View

TheAustraian National Council met
inMelbourneMarch 20 and 21.

National Office Manager

Ontheagendawasthematter of find-
ing areplacement for the current Aus-
tralian office manager, Reg Wright,
who plansto retire a the end of 2004.
Six gpplications expressing interest in
the position had been received, and the
Council decidedtointerview three. The
interviews will take place during the
July National Council meeting.

The Council is confident that its
timetable of having a replacement on
board immediately following the 2004
Feast of Tabernacleswill be achieved.

Possible Feast Site Changes
At its March meeting, the Pestoral
Committee discussed a paper suggest-

ing that two new Feast Stesbe consid-
ered for 2005. Some people are begin-
ningtofindit difficult totravel theeight
hours or so from Melbourne and Syd-
ney to the present Merimbulasite.
Setting up two new sites, one closer
to Sydney and onecloser to Melbourne
might betheanswer. A survey to gauge
member response was distributed but
thereturns had not yet been analyzed.

Longer-Term View

A preliminary report, incorporating a
model projecting a picture of the
Church in Australia out to 2014 was
considered a themeeting. The Council
agreed to review the report and have a
morecomprehensivediscussionin duly.

No Subsidy for 2004/05
Asaresult of careful stewardship of

tithes and offerings, sufficient reserves
have been accumulated in Austrelia to
enable the Church to operate without a
subsidy fromtheUnited Satesinthecom+
ingyear. Theamof theAudrdianNation
a Council has aways been to become
financially independent and, hopefully, be
abletoassst other needy aress.

Council Previews TV Ad

TheNationa Council also previewed
a29-second TV ad to be shown in the
Queendand Darling Downsareaandin
Melbourne. Very good production and
broadcasting costs were negotiated by
the chairman of the Mediaand Publish-
ing Committeeand it will beinteresting
to seewhat impact thead hes.

This report by Bill Eddington is
excerpted from United NewsAudtreia,
WWW.ucg.org.au/content/una.asp.

Canada Does Coast-to-Coast Media Campaign

by David Palmer

With so many people focusing on
Jesus Christ as aresult of the movie
production The Passion of the Christ,
the Canadian media team wanted to
bring the real story, God's truth, to
many of those same people.

The question we had to struggle
with was not how to doit, but how to
do it with alimited budget.

We contacted CS Printmaster, the
Kelowna, British Columbia-based
company that prints United News
Canada.

Owner and UCG member Sue

Ranchie assisted in negotiating aspe-
cia priceto print, not just afew thou-
sand, but 1 million brochure cards
offering our booklet Jesus Christ: The
Real Sory.

A member of our media team,
George Carter, had previously con-
tacted the Ontario firm Transconti-
nental, a marketing company that
delivers millions of advertising
brochures all across Canada. They
offered to deliver our brochure for an
introductory price well below their
normal rate.

And so the door was open. What
started as a simple discussion around

aconferencetableinVictoria, British
Columbia, had become redlity. Like
Gideon's army, with God's blessing,
wewere ableto design, print and dis-
tribute 1 million brochuresin acoast-
to-coast campaign advertising our lat-
est booklet. The ad also offers afree
subscription to The Good News mag-
azine.

Onemillion cardswill bemailed to
households from the Maritimes to
Vancouver Island at a cost of about 2
cents per card.

This article is excerpted from the
May-June 2004 United News Canada
(www.unitednewscanada.org).

-onal
Internatloﬂ“

At a Glance

Pastor Meets
Interested People
in Austria

Paul Kieffer, pastor of German-gpesk-
ing areas, had meetingsin Vienna, Aus-
tria, on May 25 and 26 with an Adven-
tist pastor and membersof theAdventist
churchaswell asformer membersof the
Worldwide Church of God.

After afour-hour meeting, a couple
from the Adventist church indicated a
desre to join United Church of
God-Germany, which currently hasone
member inVienna

Adventist Magazine
Seeks to Reprint
German GN Article

Theeditorsof theAdventist megazine
Sabbatwachter (“ Sabbath watchman'”),
published by an organizationin southern
Germany, have requested permission to
reprint an article on depression fromthe
January-February issue of the German
Good News magazine.

The editors wrote: “We fed that the
topicof depressionisvery important and
we would gppreciate being able to use
your magazine asareference”

German Ad Quotes
Goethe

Bundes-Verlag, apublisher of Chrigt-
ian magazines and books, has accepted
anadfor GuteNachrichten (theGerman
Good News magazine), which will
appear inaspecia advertising brochure
for the" Jesus-Day” convention of evan-
gdlicd Chrigianstobehdldin Berlinin
September.

Using a quote from German poet
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, the ad
asksthequestion, “Why areyou dive?’

Deaconess
Ordained in England

EdnaRawsthorneof the Preston, Eng-
land, congregation was ordained as a
deaconessontheDay of Pentecost. After
the ceremony there was very moving
spontaneous gpplause, with acombina
tion of both smilesand tears. It wasthe

highlight of avery happy day.

U.K. Ministers Meet
A vauable meeting of the U.K. min-

istry took placein Bricket Wood follow-
ing the Sabbath service June 12. Five of
thesix ministerswerepresent, with John
Ross Schroeder absent duetoiiliness.

Discussionsincluded areview of the
speaking schedule, including considera
tion of theamount of travel required; the
ongoing development and training of
additiona speskers; and plansfor small
video groups and Bible studiesin areas
of clustered Church membersand inter-
ested readers, including suggestions for
theformat of the meetings.

Australia Promotes
New Booklet

An Austrdian Reader’s Digest ad
offering the Jesus Christ: The Real So-
ry booklet was published in May, and
over 1,000 responses havebeen recaived.
Also 100,000 reply-paid cards were
printed, which members al over Aus-
traiahavebeen droppingin letterboxes.

In addition, 100,000 addressed card
deckscontaining areply-paid card offer-
ing the booklet were delivered in the
Brishane areain June. A further 50,000
will goto the Perth areain late August.
In duly the booklet will be offered in an
unaddressed card deck delivered to
105,000 households around Gedlong.

Ruth Root

UCG-British Isles
Reports Circulation

The report for May shows that the
totdl circulation of The Good Newshan-
dled from England was 3,370, which is
down from 3,577 at the end of April.
During May 91 new subscriptionswere
added

Of the totd circulation figure, 2,604
areintheUnited Kingdom, 109in Swe-
den, 74intheldeof Man, 57 inIrdand,
40 in Germany and 36 in France. The
remainder are distributed within afur-
ther 30 European countriesand Isragl.

A totd of 106 copiesare mailed into
the 10 countries that became members
of the European Union on May 1. In
totd, 3,082 subscribers out of the over-
al total of 3 370 aremailed to addresses
in countries of the EU.

During May the British Idles’ steff
received atotal of 590 letters and other
responses, including 282 requests for
570 other items of literature.

A totd of 3,356 letters were mailed
out to subscribersin March 2004 offer-
ing the new booklet Jesus Christ: The
Real Sory. There have been 1,022
responses (30 percent).

Also in May, we received 20 new
requests for the Bible Sudy Course.
Tota subscriptionscurrently stand at 233
(with another 796 having been sent al
12|essons; 112 of thesehavereturned al
12 test cards).

United News subscriptions stand at
368; World News and Prophecy, at 435;
and \ertical Thought, at 99.
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Elder Celebrates Spring Feasts in Southeast Asia

Elder Don Goodger and his wife,
Dawn, celebrated Passover and
Unleavened Bread withthebrethrenin
Southeast Asia. Following is Dawn's
diary of their visit.

by Dawn Goodger

Donand | had beenlooking forward
to keeping Passover and Unleavened
Bread with our membersin Southeast
Asiafor sometime. Wearrivedin Sin-
gapore late Wednesday evening and,
on Thursday, weweremet by Rosdind
YongandAnitaNg. Itwaslovely to see
them and catch up on the events of the
past two years over dinner in acharm-
ingold British colonial building, which
isnow aclub, but was originaly the
administrative headquarters of this
amazing island nation.

It is wonderful how God binds us
together with the thread of His Spirit
sothat no matter whereyouvisit God's
people, thereisawarm sense of fami-
ly. For us there was aso the pleasant
anticipation of spending time with
those who have become friends.

Passover in Malaysia

Jeff Caudle had requested that we
takethe Passover and keep the Sabbath
in Malaysiawith afamily who recent-
ly contacted us. So on Friday we flew
to Kuala Lumpur and traveled to the
town of Kgjang to meet withtheMoses
family. This was exciting because we
had already met Joseph Moses, his
wife and family along time ago at a
Feast in Port Dickson. They havebeen
keeping God's Sabbath and Holy Days
mostly alonefor thelast fiveyears.

Another member living there, Wil-
son Ling (baptized on our last visit to
Singapore), was also able to join us,
with hiswife, Angeline.

Sabbath services were held in a
small room owned by Rajan, the hus-
band of Victoria, the el dest daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Moses. After Sabbath
some of us went to a Halad Indian
restaurant. They put down a banana
leaf and | thought, what a quaint idea
for aplace mat, but it turned out to be
the dinner plate! The food was excel-
lent and they did relent and give us a

spoon.

Mrs. Moses has had a stroke and is
unabletowalk, sothe Passover wascd -
ebratedintheir homewith 10 peoplein
attendance. Afterwards we spent time
talking and fellowshipping. They
would appreciateyour prayersfor their
hedlth and the difficultiesthey individ-
ualy faceinkeeping God'sway intheir
culture.

Yongs Host NTBMO

The next morning we flew back to
Singapore to keep the Night to Be
Much Observed at thehomeof Mr. and
Mrs. Yong. Their homeisa penthouse
on the 27th floor, overlooking the sea
withtheidandsof Indonesiainthedis-
tance. Ros provided abeautiful dinner
and, asit grew darker, thelightsof Sin-
gapore were stretched out before us.

It was good to see everyone again,
including Samuthiran (Sam) who has
been to the Feast of Tabernacles in
Noosa, Austraia Dinner conversation
was a lively affair catching up with
Clarise, Anita, Lily, Lilijanand theoth-
er members.

Holy Day Services

Servicesfor thefirst Holy Day were
also held at the Yongs' home. Joining
us were two people we had not met
before—Jerilyn Mathiew from Singa-
poreand Lawrence Wong from Johore
Baru, acrossthecauseway inMaaysia

In the morning Don's sermon
focused on the relationship between
Christ the Redeemer and His
redeemed. Thiswasfollowed by adeli-
ciousmedl together at arestaurant. The
afternoon service, with the sermon
entitled“ TheWord of God | sthe Road
Map to Peace” was shorter—thankful-
ly—for though the spirit was willing,
there was abamy breeze blowing off
the South China Sea.

Little India

We were ableto enjoy the company
of our brethren for acoupleof daysvis-
iting such placesasLittleIndiain Sin-
gapore. We saw alot of gold jewelry
with the most intricate workmanship
and the sari silk wasaso awork of art.
Sam explained that there are many
men who come across from India to
work inbuilding construction, and they
gather in Little Indiato socialize with
othersfrom their villages.

We a'so saw aHindu temple where
awall of idols was encrusted with sil-
ver. Peoplebrought food for offerings.
Milk and water were poured over some
idols, which then drained outside
where people blessed themsalves and
their childrenwithit. Thereweremany
idols. ItwasdsoinLittleIndiathat we
finally ate acurry with no cutlery!

Sentosa Island, only a couple of
hundred metersfrom Singaporeiswell

worth avisit to see an amazing sound
and light show. A monorail takes you
around the sights such as military for-
tifications, alovely beach areaand var-
ious other attractions.

Chiang Mai in Northern
Thailand

Our flight left at 8:10 thenext morn-
ing for Chiang Mal, in northern Thai-
land.

Our purpose for going there was to
meet with Church of God members
conducting aschool for Karenrefugees
and others. Unfortunately the holidays
had begun and there werefew students
left a the Legacy Indtituterun by Leon
Sexton. We were met at the airport by
Ryan Foster, an American who has
worked on the project for the past year
after completing the courseat ABC.

Wehad servicesat theingtitutewith
Ryan and wereableto meet with some
of the students. Young people are
taught skillsto help them earnaliving
aswell ascomputer skills, Englishand
Bible classes.

A short distance away there is a
small farmwherestudentsareinvolved
inorganicfood production, both for the
school’suseand for sdle. Theplanisto
eventually move the whole operation
tothissite. Teachersat theindgtitute are
volunteers with just their food and
lodging provided.

Leon spends much of histimevisit-
ing Church of God brethren through-
out Myanmar and the region. He pro-
vides physical and spiritual support,
and waskeeping Passover and Unleav-
ened Bread with some of these people
when wevisited.

Don conducted services on the last
Holy Day through an interpreter,
David MyaMaung, aBurmese-Karen
whotrandatesarticlesand biblical sub-
jectsfor Mr. SextonintotheKaren lan-
guage for the people in the refugee
camps.

Some Karen people who were in
Chiang Mai are currently waiting in
Bangkok for papers to alow them to
migrate to the United States. Thiswill
be a great relief for them. We asked
David if he was applying for permis-
sionto settleelsawhereand hetold us,
athough life is very difficult for his
family, hewishesto stay and helpteach
hispeopleand encouragethemto keep
thefaith.

We spent another couple of days
around Chiang Mai. We rode an ele-
phant, rafted down ariver on abamboo
raft (no rapids), saw silk being spun
from the silkworm thread and viewed
amazingly complex wood carvings.

Finaly it wastimeto go home. Itis
avery specid privilege to be able to
spend time with God's people in this
part of theworld.

Remember there is a Feast site
this year at Malacca, quite a tourist
area in southwestern Maaysia (see
www.ucg.org.au). Mogt of thebrethren
areplanning to stay to support thefirst
Feastintheir areafor quiteawhile, and
they would love your company. If you
do plan to keep the Feast there, make
sure you take the opportunity to visit
Singapore for at least two days. Itisa
city not to bemissed. un

Thisarticlefirst appearedin United
NewsAustralia(www.ucg.org.au/con-
tent/una.asp).

Canadian National Council Meets in Sussex, New Brunswick

Themgority of the Canadian Nation-
a Council members had never visited
the beautiful province of New
Brunswick prior toarriving on\Wednes-
day, June 9. They were greeted with
what the loca residents called the
“warmest weather inmonths” Thesun-
shine, ralling hillsand lush greenery set
the scene for arelaxed beginning to a
new year of meetings.

Though the chairman, Rainer Sdo-
mag, didn’t arrive until around mid-
night, this round of meetings began
promptly a 9 Atlantic time on Thurs-
day morning. For dl of the men from
British Columbia, thiswas 5 am. for
their biological clocks. The three new
council memberswere asked to givean
“icebregker” to dlow others to get to
know them alittle better.

David Campbell is originally from
Scotlandwhereheand hisparentswere
some of the founding members of the
Glasglow congregation of the WCG.
Thefamily emigratedto Canadaandare
members of the UCG-Vancouver con-
gregation. David hashad experienceon
other boards and so should have little
trouble catching on to how the Council
works.

Dr. lan Simons, hiswife, two daugh-

ters and a son recently immigrated to
Canadafrom SouthAfrica. Hewashap-
tized over 30 yearsago. Prior toleaving
South Africa, he served on the South
African UCG Council. Currently he
works asaphysician in southern Man-
itoba.

Joseph Sheperd is well known in
Canada, having been baptized by Mr.
Pinelli over 40 years ago. Though he
wasborninAlberta, heand hiswifeset-
tled in Victoria. They first started
attending church before the Victoria
congregation began and they had to
travel to Vancouver for services. He
was ordained an elder in 1976. A few
yearsago heretired fromacareer work-
ing with the British Columbia Depart-
ment of Health.

Much of Thursday morning and
afternoon was taken up with routine
matters: ratifying minutes and insights
from the recent Council of Elders and
Genera Council of Elders meetings.
There were reports from the Nationa
Office, the Media Team and Ministeri-
a Services Team.

Due to recent government regula
tions, our privacy policy had to be
updated. After alot of work and legal
advice, the Council was ableto formal-

ly approve this policy. All subscribers,
donorsand memberswill receivealet-
ter informing them of the policy in the
next few weeks.

Friday beganwith committeereports.
The Pastoral/EthicsGovernance Com-
mittee made recommendations for a
technical amendment to section 12 of
the Bylaws. Another issue they looked
a wasimproving thelay member selec-
tion process. The committee will be
considering thismatter further.

The Strategic Planning/Finance
Committeediscussed the Strategic Plan
for the following year. They suggested
itwould begood to haveafive-year plan
with the aim of increasing congrega
tional spiritual health, subscribers,
membersandwhat will beneadedinthe
way of budget and manpower to do so.

On Sunday morning several mem-
bers of the Sussex congregation were
welcomed asgueststo themeeting. For
the first part of the meeting, al the
unfinished businesshad to betaken care
of. TheCouncil gaveapproval to havea
technical amendment forwarded to the
Amendment Committee. Two resolu-
tions were approved having to do with
compensation for the Council Secretary
and development of afive-year plan.

The Council looked at the possi-
bility of creating aHuman Resources
Policy Manual. While there are a
number of approved policies in
place, the Council recognizes that
thereisaneed forimprovement. The
chairman was asked to follow up on

The Sussex, New Brunswick,
congregation hosted the Canadian
National Council, with 43 attending
services; right, the Council in session
(photos by Edwin van Pelt)

thisto get moreinput before any deci-
sionismade.

Onelast proposed amendment to the
bylawswas discussed and remanded to
the September teleconference when
there will be more time to discuss the

matter.

The Ministerid Services
o Team is planning the first-
| ever conference for all
UCG-Canada eders this
coming December and
asked those present for
agendaideas.

Thechairmaninvited the
gueststo ask any questions
or make any comments. Judging from
thecommentsgiven, thepracticeof the
National Council to meet in various
church areas continues to be valuable
and greatly appreciated. The benefit to
members will continue to be consid-
ered along with thecost for each meet-
ing.

The next face-to-face council meet-
ing is set to begin on Wednesday
evening, Dec. 1, inthe Toronto area.
Linda Wasilkoff
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Character Made Phlllpplne Camp the Best Ever
Thirty-two campers and 29 staff  ever, dorms would invite one another, =~

membersgathered at Eden Nature Park
near Daveo City inthePhilippinesfrom
May 16 to 23 for the annual United
Youth Camp. The theme of thisyear's
camp was “Character Counts” The
camp programwasdesigned toempha-
size character—from theway thefood
was prepared to the awards system.

At the start of camp, each camper
was given “The UY C Camper Code”
Patterned after the Boy Scout Law, it
lists and describes 12 character quali-
ties—being trustworthy, loyal, helpful,
friendly, courteous, kind, obedient,
cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean and rev-
erent. Each of these 12 charecter traits
hadacolor logo, whichwereprinted on
the front and back of the camper’s ID
tag.

Each camper was assigned to one of
four dorms—two boys dorms (1B and
2B) and two girlsdorms (1G and 2G).
Each dorm of eight campers (plus the
counselor and assistant counselor)
stayed in two five-man tents and
cooked their own food on two-burner
gas stoves. In the previous five United
Youth Camps, the food was prepared
and many of the chores were done by
the staff.

Each day began at 5am. with “qui-
et time” an hour of prayer and Bible
study. Then at 6 am. campers would
get ready and prepare breskfast. Each
camper had an assigned duty, such as
cooking, washing dishes, cleaning the
restrooms, etc. Like a family, the
campers and counselors in each dorm
ate together, laughed together and
worked together. At other times, how-

help each other prepare medsand join
forcesin cleaning up afterward. Coop-
eration was evident as the dorms hus-
tledto get ready for theday’sactivities.
The first activity of each day was
Chrigtian Living. For five consecutive
mornings, camp director Edmond
Macaraeg tackled each of the top five
issues facing the teens. He introduced
each day’s topic using a 15-minute
role-play of two parts: the wrong way
and the right way. This was followed
by 45 minutes of discussion and thena
30-minute lecture from the Bible.

T )
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The five topics were on dating out-
side the faith, peer pressure | (drugs,
acohol and smoking), peer pressurell
(lifestyle choices, fashion and music),
Sabbath and Holy Day compromise
andresponsibility. Thestaff did thefirst

role-play, followed by each of the four
dorms.

The other activities consisted of
classesand workshops (artsand crafts,
carpentry, cooking and baking, elec-
tricity, first aid, flower-card making,

;-h_

A group shot of the United Youth Camp 2004 campers and staff in the

Philippines on the last day of camp. The banner shows the logos designed to
represent the 12 character traits (photo by Susan Igloria). Left: Campers of
Dorm 2B prepare to cook their lunch (photo by Serizalinio Dizon)

journalism, paper-card making and
public speaking) and sports activities
(cycling, in-line skating, riflery, soft-
ball, soccer, swvimming, table tennis
and volleyball). We aso had afull day
of hiking and outdoor cooking, fol-
lowed by an obstacle course.

For the evenings we had novelty
games, career and personality discov-
ery, amasculinity and femininity sem-
inar, Pam Stenzel’s SexHasaPrice Tag
video and avariety show and dance. On
the Sabbath we had Bible study, Bible
bowl and Sabbath services.

One unforgettable night was when
each camper and staff member
exchanged positive and inspiring com-
ments about each other, writing them

onsmall booksof 60 blank pageseach.
Everyone sat around in a circle and
passed the books around aseach wrote
something about the person whose
book wasin front of them. Only 90 sec-
onds was given to write on each book,
but there was some delay so it took
morethan three hoursto finish!

When thebooksgot back totheown-
ers, there were tears and hugs. Many
felt closer, and thislasted until thefinal
day of camp when, amidst the joyful
songs and yells, came the tear-filled
eyes.

Practicaly al of the campers and
staff would say—and many have
said—that thiswasthebest camp ever!

Daniel Macaraeg

Camp Pinecrest

“Pinecrest,” continued from page 1

to the parents, “We have noticed that
campers attitudes are improving each
year. According to the staff, campers
entered the Zone very quickly.

“Each year at the end of camp we
present the Ozzie Engelbart Award to
campers who exhibit outstanding
sportsmanship; positive, happy, serving
and encouraging attitudes; and a will-
ingnesstofully participateintheZone.
Somany of your children are nominat-
ed that we have a special meeting in
order to raise the bar to an extremely
high level in order to make the award
significant”

The Pinecrest facility is run by the
Nazarenes. Fred Yates, the manager,
stated in hiscommentsthat thesitehas
hosted around 650 camps since he has
been there, but that the United Youth
Camp isthe best of them al. He cited
the honesty, cleanliness and good atti-
tudes of the campers and staff, and the
excellent organization of the adminis-
tration as reasons the permanent
Pinecrest staff enjoys receiving the
UY C program each year.

Campers were divided into five
boys andfivegirls dorms, each served
by acounselor and co-counselor. Camp
activitiesincluded canoeing (including

in the Zone Again in 2004

a 16-mile, al-day river trip on Mis-
souri’s Black River), journalism, life
education (which this year featured a
personality and temperament analysis
for each camper), rappelling and rock
climbing, riflery, aropes course, soft-
ball, speedaway and swimming.

The swimming program included
two new activities: water polo and an
activity revolving around “the blob,” a
very large floating air chamber
anchored on the camp lake. One
camper would wait on the top of the
lake end of the blob, while another
would jump on top of the shore end,
thereby catapulting thefirst camper up
into theair and forward over the water
for an exciting splashdown.

The Spiritual Course

Each activity day began with a
prayer, asking our Father'sblessing on
the day’s activities. Thiswas followed
by a 15-minute compass check pre-
sented by theministeria staff. Thepur-
pose of these presentations was to get
each day off on the right spiritual
course.

This year's Compass Check theme
was “lessons from Bible heroes and
heroines” Such lessons included the
stories of the Good Samaritan, Daniel
and histhree friends, the little maid of

|sradl, Esther, Jonathan, Josiah, Joseph
and Abigail.

Each day’s activities ended with a
one-hour Christian Living session in
the evening where smaller groups of
campers met with teams of ministers
who answered camper questions, while
asking a few discussion questions of
their own.

During a Friday-evening seminar
and during split sermons on the Sab-
bath, thetopic of understandingtoday’s
music and mediaagendain thelight of
the Bible was covered by three differ-
ent minigters, including Larry Greider,
national director of the United Youth
Camp program.

Theweether wasagainwonderful this
year. Itrained only intheevening, which
dlowedvirtudly dl activitiesto proceed
as scheduled. Our Father also granted
Hisprotection on the campersand staff.
Onedtaff member brokeher wrist before
camp began, and onecamper didlocated
atoe. Other than that therewereonly the
usua minor scrapes and bruises that
comewith active sports.

Onthelast morning, aspecia awards
ceremony was held to honor campers
who completed proficienciesand other
achievements during the camp.

Opinions appeared unanimous that
thisyear’s Camp Pinecrest wasawon-

Camper launches into the Iake from * the blob"—new at Pinecrest this year

derful success. Campers and staff are

aready looking forward to Pinecrest
2005! un

This article was written by the
Pinecrest journalism staff and origi-

nally appearedin the camp newspaper.
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From the Word

The True Shining City Upon the Hill

m The death of Ronald
Reagan reminds us of his
vision of America as a
“shining city upon a hill.”
While America is not living
up to that ideal, true
Christians are called to be
excited and inspired by
God's far more glorious
vision for us.

by Mario Seiglie

Recently we have al witnessed the
state funeral of an outstanding U.S.
president, Ronald Reagan. It was mov-
ing to see the leaders in the United
States and around the world pay
homageto him.

| was impacted by his accomplish-
ments and sayings, especialy since so
many of them were based on biblical
principles.

He had a deep respect for the Bible
and oncesaid, “ Of themany influences
that have shaped the United Statesinto
adigtinctive nation and people, none
may be said to be more fundamental
and enduring than the Bible”

On solving theworld's problems, he
dated: “Within the covers of the Bible
areall theanswersfor dl the problems
men face”

On the Ten Commandments, he
humoroudly remarked: “I have won-
dered a timeswhat the Ten Command-
mentswould havelooked likeif Moses
had run them through the U.S. Con-
gress”

On God and morality, he reflected:
“Without God, there is no virtue,
because there's no prompting of the
conscience. Without God, we're mired
inthe materid, that flat world that tells
usonly what the senses perceive. With-
out God, there is a coarsening of the
society. And without God, democracy
will not and cannot long endure. If we
ever forget that we're one nation under
God, then we will be a nation gone
under. I'm convinced more than ever
that man finds liberation only when he
bindshimself to God and commitshim-
sf to his fellow man. Our liberty
springsfromand dependsupon anabid-
ing faithin God”

Onhumility hesaid, “Thereisnolim-
it towhat aman can do or wherehecan
goif hedoesn't mind who getsthecred-
it”

On abortion he observed: “I've
noticed that everyone who is for abor-
tion hasaready been born.”

Reagan’s Central Theme:
The Shining City Upon a
Hill

But it was the central theme of his
presidency that most caught my atten-
tion, “The shining city upon ahill” He
mentioned: “ Standing on the tiny deck

of the Arabellain 1630 off the Massa:
chusettscoast, JohnWinthrop said, ‘We
will beasacity uponahill. Theeyesof
al peopleareuponus, sothat if wededl
falsely with our God in this work we
have undertaken and so cause Him to
withdraw His present help from us, we
shall be made a story and a byword
throughout the world.””

“Well,” President Reagan added, “we
have not dedlt falsely with our God,
even if He is temporarily suspended
from the classroom.”

Ashispresidency cametoanend, he
mused: “The past few days when I've
been a that window upstairs, 1I've
thought abit of the* shining city upona
hill. The phrase comes from John
Winthrop, who wroteit to describe the
America he imagined. What he imag-
ined was important becauise he was an
early Pilgrim, anearly freedomman. He
journeyed hereon what today we'd call
alittle wooden boat; and like the other
Pilgrims, hewaslooking for ahomethat
would befree.

“I"ve spoken of the shining city all
my political life, but | don't know if |
ever quite communicated what | saw
when| saidit. Butinmy mind it wasa
tall, proud city built on rocks stronger
than oceans, windswept, God-blessed,
andteemingwith peopleof al kindsliv-
ing in harmony and peace; a city with
freeportsthat hummed with commerce
and creativity. Andif therehad tobecity
walls, thewallshad doorsand thedoors
were open to anyone with the will and
the heart to get here. That's how | saw
it, and seeit till.

“And how standsthecity onthiswin-
ter night? More prosperous, more
secure, and happier than it was eight
yearsago. But morethanthat: After 200
years, two centuries, she still stands
strong and trueonthegraniteridge, and
her glow hasheld steady no matter what
storm. And she's still a beacon, il a
magnet for al who must have freedom,
for al the pilgrims from dl the lost
places who are hurtling through the
darkness, toward home.

“We'vedoneour part. And as| walk
off into the city streets, afina word to
themen and women of the Reagan rev-
olution, the men and women across
America who for eight years did the
work that brought America back. My
friends Wedidit. Weweren'tjust mark-
ing time. We made a difference. We
madethecity stronger, wemadethecity
freer, and weleft her in good hands. All
indl, not bad, not bad at al.”

Where did the theme of the shining
city uponthehill originaly comefrom?
It didn’t come from Ronald Reagan or
from John Winthrop.

It actualy came from the Bible, and
specificaly, from Jesus Christ Himself.
ItwasHewho saidinthe Sermon onthe
Mount, “You arethelight of theworld.
Acitythat isset onahill cannot be hid-
den. .. Let your light so shine before
men, that they may seeyour good works

and glorify your Father in heaven”
(Matthew 5:14).

So you see, Christ was not spesking
of America as the city on the hill, but
about His Church and the Spirit-filled
brethren who let their spiritua lights
shine upon the world.

Yes, Ronald Reagan was afine pres-
ident who clearly enunciated hisbeliefs
and convictions. His optimism was
infectious, and many were willing to
follow his vision of a strong, decent,
productive and freedom-loving Ameri-
ca

Heevenrecognized God'shandinall
of this. He once said, “I believe this
blessed land was set apartinavery spe-
cia way, acountry created by men and
womenwho cameherenot inthesearch
of gold, but in search of God. They
would be free people, living under the
law with faith in their Maker and their
future. 1, inmy own mind, have dways
thought of America as a place in the
divine scheme of things that was set
asideasapromisedland.”

Yet aswonderful as Reagan’'sAmer-
icawas, it was till aphysica and car-
nal kingdom. Americaisnot evenatru-
ly God-based system that takes into
accountal of Hisholy laws. Asaresult,
itisrapidly deteriorating morally and
spiritudly. Thanksto God's promiseto
Abraham, the United Stateshasretained
somebiblical truthsand has prospered.
But those of uswho livein this blessed
land must remember itisdtill aphysica
and palitical entity that isflawed and not
thetrue solution to theworld's evils.

Why Empires Collapse

Do some doubt the decline of the
United States and its inability to solve
theworld’sproblems?Weshould recall
historian Edward Gibbon'sfivereasons
for the collapse of the Roman Empire
and seehow smilar theseareto the sit-
uationwe now seeinthe United States.
They were:

First: A rapid increase of divorce,
with the undermining of the sanctity of
the home, which was the basis of soci-

ety.

Second: Higher and higher taxesand
the spending of money for bread and
celebrations.

Third: The mad craze for pleasure,
with sports becoming every year more
exciting and more brutal.

Fourth: The building of gigantic
armaments, when the redl enemy was
within—inthedecadenceof thepeople.

Fifth: The decay of religion—faith
fading into mere form, losing touch
with life and becoming impotent to
guideit.

Yes, thehandwritingisonthewall for
thosewilling to seeit.

Our Idealism and
Excitement

So, how about our city on the hill?
Do we in the Church have young peo-
ple armed with spiritua idedlism, as

Ronald  Reagan
was able to muster
with his physical
idedls? Do we ill
have young people
willingtolearnand
togetexcitedabout |
God's vison for
us?

| fondly remem-
ber my ideaism,
born33yearsagoa
theageof 17. Itwas
due to a church
youth who was so
excited about his
beliefs that he |
infused me with
them.  Certainly
Herbert Armstrong
hed thet vison and dsofilled uswithit.
| am dill excited to talk about my faith
andam proud of it. | il fedl likeaspir-
itual warrior who continues to fight the
spiritud evilsthat aredl around us.

So, are we till excited about pro-
claiming the coming Kingdom of God,
asRond d Reaganwasexcited about the
revolution he enacted? We should
remember the world is not getting any
better morally or spiritualy. Many of
the signs of the end times are around
us—athough some dill remain
absent—and we need to be getting the
truth out aboutt it.

Inthisregard, even President Reagan
recognized he was witnessing some of
the end-time conditions. He once told
evangelist Jerry Falwell, “ Jerry, we are
heading very fast for Armageddon now.
| turn back to your prophetsin the Old
Testament and the signs foretelling
Armageddon, and | find myself won-
dering if we are the generation that is
going to see that come about. | don't
know if you have noted any of those
prophecies|ately, but, believe me, they
describe the times we are going
through. There were timesin the past
when we thought the end of the world
was coming, but never anything like
this. .. Maybeit'slater thanwethink.”

Do we still want to share the good
news and reved how much is false
about traditional Chrigtianity? Do we
il want to teach how many blessings
would come by honoring all of God's
commandments and getting rid of so
much religious error? What about the
needtoreved to adeceived world what
sintruly is?How about explainingwhat
overcomingtruly is, and helpingtotake
the veil of deception from the world's
eyes, asreveded in lsaiah 257, 42:6-7
andActs 26:17-18?

Yes, thetrueshining city isstill upon
thehill, beckoning usto beapart of that
idedlismandto help spread that shining
light of God'struth. Weneed our young
people to see and embrace that vision
of being part of that city upon the hill
and shining its wonderful truths to the
world.

President Reaganwill beknownasa

very fineand courageouspresident who
didn’t just go dong with the crowd. He
vaiantly stood up for his biblical con-
victionsthat had been mostly taught by
his mother. He believed in God, the
Bible, decency, courage, individual
freedoms and love of country. As a
result, he strove to leave the nation and
theworld in better shape than it was.

Yes, the United States has played an
important part in history—mostly for
good. But wemust remember that when
Christ comes back, His Kingdom will
be based on the principles of the bibli-
cal city onthehill astaught by Christto
HisChurch—thespiritual Mount Zion.

So, why isit so important to be part
of God's Church and work today? |
received a note from Howard Davis,
producer of the Tomorrow TV program
that spellsit out: “Our object isto pro-
claim the gospel with credibility. Not
with man’s wisdom, but with the logic
of God. However, only Godwill dothe
calling into the Church. And the only
reason God will call people into the
ChurchistobringthemintohelpinHis
work.”

We have animportant ajob to do, so
we al need to be more involved. We
need to become excited by our calling,
do our part and back what God isdoing
though al of us. This means always
keeping that vision dive and standing
inthe gap!

AsGod said in Ezekiel 22:30, “So||
sought for a man among them who
would makeawall, and standinthegap
before Me on behalf of theland, that |
should not destroy it, but | found no
one”

Yes, Ronald Reegan stood inthegap
in amoment of history and was quite
successful, curbingmany of theevilsin
the nation and in the world in his day.
But God is till 1ooking for those men
and women who will stand in the spir-
itual gap and let their spiritud lights of
truth shineforth. It seemsthereare ill
too few people, especialy among the
youth, who want to become part of that
true shining city on the hill. Let's
encouragethem to catch thevision and
helpusstand inthegap! un
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Unity in God’s Church

® Unity is important to
God. How can we achieve it?

by Larry Salyer

Over the last few years| have found
it fascinating to see how the matter of
unity isviewed in the Churches of God.
Generdly spesking, we might say that
most organizations, remnants of the
mother church of thisera, seemto expect
absolute dedicated unity within their
organization, but don't think much about
it across organizationd lines. We are
doingour thing, they aredoing theirsand
L beit.

| hasten to say here, from my experi-
enceof being part of another group and
then joining with United, that most in
United, including the ministry and the
leadership, do not fed that way. If they
did | probably wouldn't be here.

Actudly back in the Globd Church
of God we were gpproached by anum-
ber of United ministersas early as1997
whenwefirgt begantotalk about getting
agroup together to explore the unity of
the two groups. | think we may have
even been contacted somewhat lessfor-
mally back in 1995 shortly after United
was formed. Other groups have come
together, some before and some since
themerger of United Church of Godand
Church of God, aChrigtian Fellowship.

SotheUnited Churchof God hasina
sense taken the lead, made an effort to
reach out and say, “Hey, if we'redl of
onemind, if we'redl of one spirit, then
let’s get together and make it more effi-
cient and effective to do God' swork.” |
commend the organization for that.

But sometoday seem to put pet ideas
and doctrines abovethered doctrine of
unity in God's Church. Itisaclear and
prominent teaching of Christ and the
apostles that God's people should be
united, and unity is even used to define
true Chrigtianity.

Government and Unity

Ironically, some feel we cannot be
unified because of different opinions
about Church government. | say ironi-
celly becauseWorldwide Church of God
founder Herbert Armstrong placed alot
of emphasis on Church government.
Any of you who were around in those
yearsknow that.

What mogt fail to redlize is that Mr.
Armstrong was emphasizing and push-
ing Church government precisely for the
purpose of maintaining and preserving
unity within the Church. That was his
goa and hispurpose. Hehad learned by
bitter experience, asyou can find easily
by reading through his autobiography,
that leaving individual congregations
sort of loosely federated and under their
own loca leadership never tended
toward unity. Church government,
which did not actually mature in the
Churchfor decades, wasameansof pre-
serving the unity of the Church.

But sometimes we end up throwing
out the baby with the bath water.
Because in this case the unity of the
Churchisthefoundetiona doctrine, and
the preservation of that unity in the

Church is what was important and till
is. How it is achieved may vary from
time to time as we seein various bibli-
ca models, but unity isultimately avery
important doctrinein God's Church.

Today United doesnot haveone-man
government becauise we didn't see one
manclearly set apart for that role, but we
seek to have a Spirit-led collaborative
approach. As a person who has partici-
patedin both forms of government, and
as a person who was for a short time
president of another organization, | can
tell you that governing by one-manrule
issomucheasier than governing by col-
lectiverule. Youknow, it'sredlly easy to
get thingsdoneif everybody sayssome-
body isin charge and whatever he says,
that'swhat we do.

But when you get a collective group
of peoplegiving input, it isavery diffi-
cultthing to manage. It'sadifficult way
to produce the goals and the focus that
you need to get the job done, because
everybody hasaperspective. Everybody
hasareason for feding and seeingthings
the way that he does. And that is very
vauable. But it'shard to pull dl of that
together and make it a meaningful
whole.

We are now successfully doing that.
Andwhilel would muchrather havethe
easier way in one sense, | respect and
appreciate the effort that has gone into
making this collaborative system work.
And what does it do? It promotes and
preserves unity, because we have sys-
tems of written documentation and
processes of governancethat are under-
girded by principlesthat everybody has
agreed to. And so it promotes unity, it
promotestogetherness, it promoteseffi-
ciency and effectiveness.

It putsusinapositionto promoteuni-
ty, toencourageunity, toreechout tooth-
ersfor the sakeof unity.

Fellowship Starts With God

But let’sreview afew scripturesin
order to keep fresh in our minds the
importanceand eventheurgency of pro-
moting unity intheChurchof God. Let's
gartin1John1:3: “That whichwehave
seen and heard we declare to you, that
you aso may have fellowship with us;
and truly our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Chrigt.”

The focus of the fellowship is
between human beings and God. And
theimplication hereis, if | havefellow-
ship with God the Father and Jesus
Christ, and you have fellowship with
God theFather and Jesus Chrigt, thenwe
automatically have fellowship onewith
another. God isthe conduit, the connec-
tion between us.

All thosewho are of God should o
have appreciation and respect and fel-
lowshipwith oneanother. But today that
smply isnot thecase. Would anyonesay
hedoes'tknow of any Chrigtiansinany
other organization? | could name a
whole bunch of people | consider good
Chrigianswhoarenotinthesamephys-
ical organization| amin. Thosewhoare
true Christians are separated here and
thereand scattered among variousorga:
nizations. Most of us would acknowl-
edge that. But what we must aso

acknowledgeisthat if weareal of God,
wehavenot only aresponsihbility toGod
in terms of fellowship, but a respons-
hility to oneanother.

Corinthians and Unity

We know 1 Corinthians 1 isaplace
we often go to talk about unity, or divi-
sionasthecasemay be. “ Godisfaithful,
by whom you were called into the fd-
lowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9). Here isthe
apostle Paul saying the same thing we
just read from the gpostle John. We are
the called out circle of friendsthat sur-
round Jesus Christ asour leader.

“Now | plead with you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Chrit, that
you al spesk the same thing, and that
therebenodivisonsamong you, but that
you be perfectlyjoined together” (verse
10). Therearelotsof big demandsinthe
Bible. Thisisoneof thosevery, very big
demands—"‘That you be perfectly
joined together inthesamemind andin
thesamejudgment.”

Do we begin to comprehend how
hard this is? Have we even begun to
achieve this even within organizations
separately, much |ess across organiza-
tiondl lines? It isn't going to happen—
yet—but it iswhat we want to cometo.
We want to represent Jesus Christ and
Hisway of lifesothoroughly that weare
ingtantly identifiableby what webdieve
and prectice, by what weteach and how
wetregt oneanother. Wewant peopleto
be able to say, “Wow, you must be of
them”

Notice verse 11: “There are con-
tentionsamongyou.” Thenhegoesonto
describe one example of those con-
tentions, which is that they were all
divided because they were following
men. What arewe divided about? What
isit wearenot redly willing to commit
toassomething that servestheBody and
serves the greater good of the whole of
the people of God?

Even if we have differences of judg-
ment and differences of speskinginour
private lives, they must be subjected to
the greater good of the unity of the
Church. Again, one of the things Mr.
Armstrong awaystaught uswasto stick
tothetrunk of thetree. If you go off on
branchesand leavesthat arenot attached
to thetrunk of the tree, you are not fill-
ing out the tree. You are planting a dif-
ferent one. So following men here is
only oneof thosethingsthat cantakeus
adtray.

The Unity of the Faith

Ephesians 4 refers to the purpose of
theministry and the functioning within
the Church of those whom God has put
there.

“He Himsdlf gave some to be gpos-
tles, some prophets, some evangelists,
and some pastors and teechers, for the
equipping [perfecting, KJV] of the
sants’ (Ephesians4:11-12). What heis
redlly saying hereisGod hasput aplace,
a role, an accountability within the
Churchinto which He puts certain peo-
plewho havetheresponsihility of doing
what He is doing—for Him on His
beha f—asGod'sworkmen. And notice

what that purposeis. “ For theequipping
of thesaintsfor thework of ministry, for
theedifying of thebody of Chrig, till we
al cometo the unity of the faith and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
perfect man, tothemeasureof thestature
of thefullness of Christ, that we should
no longer be children, tossed to and fro
and carried about with every wind of
doctring’ (Ephesans4:12-14).

We are al sheep. Chrigt isthe chief
shepherd, but He appoints assistant
shepherds here and there to take care of
partsof Hisflock.

And every one of those shepherds
knows that sooner or later somebody
who ispresently very nicely ensconced
within the fold is going to jump the
fence, and is going to say, “I have dis-
covered new truth.” Or, “1 have decided
that | cannot in good conscience contin-
ueto participate in an organization that
fails to do this" whatever that thing
might be. Now, | donot questionthesin-
cerity or thehonesty of suchindividuas
inmany cases.

They dowhat they do of agood con-
science or an attempt to obey God. But
dothey doit on their own counsd with-
out the help and advice and counsdl of
the greater body, God's Church?

We do haveto be responsible for our
actions and accountable for them. And
we dl make decisions accordingly day
inand day out. But we ought to bevery,
very cautious not to make them on our
own authority with our own counsel
without really getting the best counsel
and guidance and advice that we can
possibly get. People go off to follow
their own light, and they end up disap-

pearing.

Wecan't solvethe problem of lack of
unity with other organizations, though
we do have a responsihility to set the
example, toreechout andtobeavailable
when they come looking for us. Or to
reach out to them as United reached out
tousin CGCF yearsago.

Itisclear thet the purpose of themin-
istry, the physical corporation, the
Churchitsaf in somesense, isdesigned
to maintain and preserve the unity of
understanding of doctrine, of practice,
of exampleand the capacity toreally do
God's work. Becauise we cannot do it
individually and separately.

Christ’s Prayer for Us

In John 17:20 Christ said, “I do not
pray for these done, but aso for those
who will believe in Me through their
word.” So Christ was praying for us.
“That they al may be one, as You,
Father, areinMe, and | inYou; thet they
aso may be one in Us’ (verse 21).
Again, avery lofty expectation. How
much were the Father and Son one? To
the point that Christ is described in
Hebrews 1:3asbeing theexactimageor
expression of HisFather.

“That theworld may believethat You
sentMe” (verse21). Now that tekesit to
awhole new leve. There's going to be
anexamplethat saysthesepeopleareso
like Jesus Chrigt, they are so committed
to thetruth that they have to be of God.
Thevery vaidity of Christ'sauthority as
theSonof Godandthe Savior istosome

degree tied to the ultimate fruit of His
minigtry, part of which is unity among
His people. Does that put alittle bit of
burden onyou?| hopeit does.

Youend| arehardly evenonthemap
asfar astheworldisconcerned. Andyet
ultimately it sounds like we have got to
come to the place where we are recog-
nized as being absolutely of one mind
and judgment under theauthority of God
and asan exact imprint of themind and
thinking of Jesus Chrigt. They aren't
going to say, “Areyou a Jehovah's Wit-
ness?’ They'll say, “Areyou part of the
Church of God? Do you keep the Sab-
bath and Holy Days and the command-
ments? Do you love your felow man?
Doyoulove God?'

Each of us has a responsihility to
deepen our fellowship with the Father
and the Son, which will in turn auto-
maticaly increase and deepen our fel-
lowship one with another. And it will
adsomakeusof onemind andjudgment
withdl otherswho havetruefelowship
with the Father and the Son. Sowe are
promoting unity by the way that we
commit to thetruth asGod hasreveded
it to us, letting patience and the fruit of
the Spirit help usascend above our own
littlejudgments, pet doctrinesand theo-
rieswhich can separateusfromthetrunk
of thetree and from one another.

Asapersond positionit seemsdoubt-
ful to methat Christ isgoing to contin-
ueinthelong runtowork through com-
peting judgmental groups of Christians
who are so focused on their own work
that they fail to seetheneed for unity and
promote it with zed by the way they
serve God and theway they hold out that
openness and love and care for one
another.

| have been through some pretty diffi-
culttimesinthelast 15years. | havebeen
throughwhet | consider somefairly abu-
svecircumstances. But with God'shelp
| have come to redlly want total unity
withdl of thosebrethren, eventhosewho
dapmearound alittlebit.

| amnot saying that that unity and that
peace and that one mind and judgment
isgoing to come by us having sort of a
“liveand et live” attitude. Trueunity in
God's Church is not going to comein
some loose federation of organizations
any more than it ever came in some
loose association of individua congre-
gationsway back inthe’30s.

Godisgoingtobringal of thosewho
areHischildreninto onemind, onefd-
lowship and the unity of the faith. The
reponsihility for each of ustoday isto
beabletobeusedinthat way, tobemal-
lesble clay in God's hands. We need to
accept His guidance and direction to
make uswhat Hewants usto be, sothat
wetogether produceamuch moreeffec-
tivewitnessandlight, not only totheoth-
er organizations, but to theworld itsalf.

That unity will come when we indi-
vidually and collectively achieve fel-
lowship of themind and heart and attain
the goal of one judgment. That will
comewhenweeach achievethefullness
of the stature of Chrigt.

Unity of thefaithisimportant to God.
It must be important to each of us
throughout the Church of God. un
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Q&A: What Are Spiritual
Sacrifices?

The term “ spiritua sacrifices’ occurs once in
Scripture, in 1 Peter 2:5. In this passage, Peter is
drawing an analogy based upon the religion of
ancient Israel, which revolved around a physica
templeand physical sacrifices. Heshowshisread-
ersthat they are the building blocks of aspiritua
temple, the Church, and they areto offer spiritual
sacrificesand not just sacrificial animals.

Sowhat isa"“ spiritua sacrifice’ ?Giving asac-
rificeinvolves permanently giving something that
hasvaueto the giver, and thereforeinvolves giv-
ing up something that most people would rather
keep for themselves. A sacrificeisgiven by aless
er being (man) to agreater being (God) asaform
of submissionand worship. Animasgivenfor sac-
rificeinancient |srael had to be*without blemish,”
and were some of the finest animals the farmer
owned (Exodus 12:5; Leviticus 1:3).

While no scriptural passage defines the term
“spiritud sacrifice” thereareseveral passagesthat
describe this kind of sacrifice. In Romans 12:1,
Paul wrote, “ | beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that you present your bodies
aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which
isyour reasonable service”

Paul is not saying we literally sacrifice our
physical bodies, but that we give our livesto God
to use as He seesfit. Many people are willing to
“give’” God an hour or two aweek, but few are
willing to completely sacrificethethingsthey are
doing that go contrary to the way of God.

Hebrews11:4tellsus, “By faithAbdl offeredto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” It
seemsthesacrificewas" moreexcellent” because
itwasasacrificegiveninfaithwhile Can'sseems
to have been a sacrifice given out of duty. In that
sense, Abel’s sacrifice was “ spiritual” because it
had aspiritual component of aright heart.

Hebrews13:15-16 says, “ Thereforeby Him et
uscontinualy offer the sacrifice of praiseto God,
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name. But do not forget to do good and to share,
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” In
this passage we see that such things as being
thankful to God, doing good and sharing with oth-
ersare consdered secrificesthat please God. The
book of Hebrews draws a number of analogies
concerning thesecrificial system of ancient |srael
and thelessonsfor Christianstoday.

David M. Johnson, pastor,
Cape Girardeau and Poplar Bluff, Missouri, and
Paducah, Kentucky, congregations

IOU Can Spell Bondage

Growing up | learned that debt can be along,
long road to financial discomfort and personal
anguish. | heartily recommend that you avoid that
road! Debt can takeaway much of theexuberance
andjoy of lifeaswell asrob you of opportunities.

| have spoken to many young people about the
debts they have incurred in getting an education,
buying an automobile or going on vacation. They
pay and pay and pay. It breaks my heart some-
times when | see the chains that they have will-
ingly put on through mismanagement and over-
spending.

Bond servants were people who received the
bare necessitiesof lifefromtheir employer, while
the employer made all the profit from their work

for aperiod of time. | find little difference in that
condition and the one so many people dide into
whentheir debtsand theinterest onthelr debtssap
any income except for the bare necessities of life.

God has plenty to say about handling our
finances. Romans 13:8 states that we should owe
no man anything, but to love one another. That

his hand to greet us at the door. It was Ed Smith.
Henot only spoke to my husband and me, but he
aso spoketo our children.

Hemadeusfed welcomed, and what wasmore
impressive, he knew al our names the next Sab-
bath! We were important enough to him that he
remembered our names. Each and every week he

extends beyond money, but we will focus
onmoney for thisarticle. Nehemiah 5:1-7
spells out the lament of people who had
mortgaged their land and taken loans to
live—and were being drowned in usury or
interest.

It amazes me to see that credit cards
chargeinthevicinity of 20 percentinterest
per year and still people use them to the
max.

TheBiblemakesmany statementsabout
charginginterest (usury) and about freeing
people from their debts (such as the year
of release, Deuteronomy 15:9). But han-
dling one'sincomein aresponsiblemanner
isthekey to financial success.

Paul seemsto havelearned avital lesson
of life. He writes in Philippians 4:11, 1

would come up
to talk to us and
seehow wewere
doing. Because
he took the time
to care, it helped
ease Us into a
new  environ-
ment.

The first
impressonthata
new member can
have of your
congregation is
critical! It could
even determine
whether he or
she will return

Timothy 6:8 and Hebrews 13:5 that we
should learn to be content with what we have.

A great lessoninfinancingisto only buy things
withinyour budget and savethemoney needed so
you can make afull payment and have nointerest
to pay. That allowsyou to take advantage of sales
and bargainsthat savefurther dollars. Today, there
are those in the finance and sales industries who
arehighly trained in removing extradollarsfrom
your pocket.

Inourloca newspaper of Dec. 28, 2003, alarge
article was written about the credit card crisisin
Korea. That problem is not unique to Koresa, but
we can learn alesson or two. The article stated
that in 1997 the government encouraged the use
of credit cards to stimulate the economy. Credit
cardswere handed out to almost anyone. Accord-
ing to the article, each man, woman and child in
Korea has a credit card debt of about $11,000!
Other countriesare not far behind.

Those who ensnare and trap the unsuspecting
into alife of credit card bondage ought to be
stopped.

Creditisnot aright; itisaprivilegethat belongs
to those who can show responsibility. All of us
ought to be concerned about bresking the chains
that hold so many. Edu-
cationinfinancia man-
agement and accepting
personal  responsibility
are the keys. God wants
to set you free. He has
opened the doors, but
you have to wak
through them. Life can
be beautiful outside of the prison of debt.

For more information, read our free booklet,
Managing Your Finances (www.ucg.org/book-
lets).

Robert Berendt, pastor,
Edmonton, Alberta, congregation

Making New People
Feel Welcomed

My husband and | moved to Cincinnati, Ohio,
from Chattanooga, Tennessee, in 1980. | was not
excited at all about the move. | was leaving my
friends behind and being forced to make new
ones. | was so very shy then, and | missed my
Church friends back home.

| still remember the very first time our family
attended the Cincinnati North congregation. We
gathered up our then three small children and
walkedin, not knowing what to expect. Herecame
thefriendliest smiling face| ever saw! Heheld out

the next week or
not. Some are just checking things out to see if
they would like to come to your congregation or
not.

What kind of impression does your congrega-
tion give? One of warmth that makes a person
want to come back or of coldness and distance?
You canhavegreetersat thedoor, butisit only the
greeters responsibility to do the greeting? Isthat
enough?

Here are some suggestions that will help the
newcomer want to come back week after week.

1. Make sureyou look for new faces. Goupto
them and make them feel welcomed.

2. Invitethemaong for your get-together after
church.

3. Don't stop with just the first week; contin-
ue week after week going up and saying hello.
Remember, they arenew and they havenofriends
there. Becomeafriend.

4, Take them around to meet other people.

5. Make it a persona responsibility to help
themfitin. Tell them of all theavailableactivities
goingonfor themandtheir childreninthe Church.

6. Take photosiif they do not object and place
themin the church bulletinwelcoming themtothe
congregation. Write up alittle bio about them for
the bulletin. Include thingslike where they work,
thelr children’s names, hobbies and so on.

7. Placeyoursdlf in their shoes and understand

what it isliketo attend and to not know anyone.
8. Make it a point to remember that person’s
name. | must admit | am terrible with names, but
making theextraeffort with new peoplewill make
them feel specia. Write their name down and
think about it during the week.
9. Pray for thenew people.
| will dways remember the first person who
took thetime to make me fedl welcome and ease
my fear. Let'sal take the time to care and make
thoseattending for thevery first timefedl apart of
our Church family.
Janet Treadway
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

This Old Spouse:
Making Over Your Mate?

Withall theredlity TV showsaround, it proba-
bly won't belong till someone comes up with the
ultimate makeover show: This Old Spouse. Even
before marriage, many people already have alist
of habits and characteristics they want to change
intheir mates.

Problem: It doesn't work.

Maybe after 12 yearshe'll start picking up his
socksor shée'll stop nagging, but don't count onit.

Themethodswe useto try to change our mates
are” counterproductiveat best,” writesGary Smal-
ley in The Joy of Committed Love. Too often we
midabel our mates' differences as problems. He
relates the story of Jm who devastated his wife
with thisoutburst: “I'm sick and tired of you tak-
ing everything so serioudly.
You'rejust too sensitive! I |
had known you were this
emotiond, | probably would
never have married you.”
Mr. Smalley writesthat Jm
“failstounderstand thebasic
difference  between the
natures of men and women.
Jim has taken two of his
wife's greatest natural
strengths, her sensitivity and
intuitiveawarenessof life, and labeled them weak-
nesses’ (page 175).

The Bible advises changing ourselves as the
only sureway toimproveour marriages. What can
wedo for amarriage makeover?\We can writeour
part of the script using scriptures such as Eph-
esians 5:21-33, Colossians 3:18-19, 1 Peter 3:1-
11, 1 Corinthians 7:4 and 13:4-8.

I'I"jl"I RLi L1 i.-'l
The foyof
Conimitiéyd
Love

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Don’t You Believe in Hell?

Most people think of hell asaplace of eterna torment for the souls of wicked people. Could a
compassionate God really torture people forever?\We do not believe thisiswhat the Bible teaches.

What doeshappen tothewicked? TheBiblesaysthey die. Inoneof themost well-known vers-
esinthe Bible, Jesus said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believesin Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). Paul aso makes
aclear contrast between desth and “the gift of God . . . eternadl life’ (Romans 6:23). Ezekiel 18:4
says, “the soul who sins shall die” The serpent in the Garden of Eden first spread the lie that man
would not die—that man had animmortal soul (Genesis 3:4). But the Bible showsthat “the dead
know nothing” (Ecclesiastes9:5) and “deepinthedust of theearth” (Danie 12:2) to avakeinthe

resurrection.

Sowhat ishell? The Bible usesfour wordsthat have been trand ated hell. “ Sheol” (Hebrew) and
“hades’ (Greek) both refer tothe gr ave whererighteous peoplelike Job, David, Hezekiah and even
Christ knew they would go at desth (Job 14:13; Psalm 88:3; | saiah 38:10; Acts 2:27, 31). “Tar-
taroo” (Greek) isonly used oncein the Bible, about where fallen angelsarerestrained (2 Peter 2:4).
“Gehenna’ was aword based on avile garbage dump outside Jerusalem where trash and the bod-
iesof criminalswereburned up. Christ used theword to refer towhat Revelation 20: 10, 14-15calls
“thelakeof fire” which brings“the second death’—permanent, eterna death.

God does not want anyone to end up in the lake of fire and will make sure everyone has a full
chance for repentance (2 Peter 3:9). We pray that few will make the choice to reject that wonder-

ful future God hasto offer.

For Morel nformation and for explanations of some often misunderstood scriptures, seeour free
booklets, What Happens After Death? and Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?

(www.ucg.org/bookl ets).
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Local Church Updates

ey

North Carolina
Congregations Have
Youth Service Day

The Charlotte, Asheboro and
Raeigh, North Carolina, congregations
recently celebrated “Youth Ser-
vice Day.” Young people from
preschool through college in
each of the three congregations
served in such aress as gregting
brethren, hel ping setup the sound
system, hall set up, passing out
songhbooks, opening and closing
prayers, preparing the lectern,
specia music, piano accompani-
ment and setting up of refresh-
ments.

-

T.J. Powers setting up the audio
system in Charlotte, North Carolina,
for Youth Service Day. Above right,
Calum Powers passing out
songhooks in Charlotte (photos by
Marti Springer)

Past and present youth projects were
recognized to update the congregations
of activitiesthe young people have par-
ticipated in to prepare to be future ser-
vantsand leadersin God's Church.

Special sermonettes and sermons
amed at theyouthwerepresented. Inhis
sermon, David Mills, pastor of each of
the three church areas, reminded the
young peoplethat “ God'sWay Works!”

Marti Springer

Silver Ambassadors
Enjoy Food, Flora
and Fellowship

Twenty-five Silver Ambassadors
from the Beloit and Wisconsin Dells,

Beloit and Wisconsin Dells Silver
Ambassadors enjoy Rotary Gardens

et

Wisconsin, congregations spent the
early afternoon of Sunday, May 16,
enjoying lunch, companionship, some
discussion, and a guided tour of the
impressive Janesville, Wisconsin,
Rotary Gardens.

After the tasty sandwich buffet, a
short give-and-take discussion and top-
icssession added
to the amos
phere of genia
fellowship. The
short  meeting
began with an
inspirational
poetry recitation
of “Sometime”
by Mary Hauk-
land. Richard
Harrar led every-
one in some
k| enjoyabletopics.
Pastor  Steve
Nutzman then explained that the third
day of the Genesiscregtion exemplified
God's desire to provide incomparable
and uplifting surroundings for His
beloved sixth day of creation master-
work.

To complete the day, the seniors
were escorted on an informative guid-
ed tour of thebeautiful Rotary Gardens
whichincludeaJapanesegardenanda
rose garden. Some participants com-
pleted their enjoyablevistinthetempt-
ing gift shop.

Juanita Holman

Garden Grove Teen
Earns Girl Scout
Gold Award

Sydney Clark of the Garden
Grove, Cdlifornia, congregation, 17,

Sydney Clark earns Girl Scout Gold
Award June 6 (photo by Kurtis Clark)

earned the Girl Scout Gold Award,
the highest award in Girl Scouting.
She received the award June 6.

As part of the award, she earned
recognitions in leadership, commu-
nity service and career development.

Sydney also completed a five-
month service project, which was a
science fair workshop for elemen-
tary school English-language learn-
ers.

Krigta Clark

Rena Locke, 100
Years Young!

Rena L ocke was honored May 21 in
Cloverdae, California, by members of
the Oakland-Santa Rosa, California,
congregationfor her 100th birthday. She
was presented with her favorite choco-
late cakeand 100 red roses.

Rena enjoyed the many cards and
gifts, responding with a big smile to
each and every one. Renaawayslikes

Bonnie Kish congratulates Rena
Locke as she turns 100

to speak her mind. But that day, she
decided shebetter not. Instead shesaid,
“Let’s eat more cake” She chuckled
and al in attendance laughed along
wholeheartedly!

Melody Maliza and Bonnie Kish

Accounting
Graduate Honored

Tarah Kirkpatrick was honored as
the outstanding graduating student in
accounting by theUniversity of Cincin-
nati at its spring commencement exer-
cises on June 13. She greduated from
the university summacum laude (with
an overal grade point average of 4.0
throughout her college career).

Upongraduation, Tarahwill immedi-
ately beginwork on her master's of sci-
encein accountancy from the sameuni-
versity.

In the middle of her college career,

Tarah Kirkpatrick

she attended Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter, graduating in the class of 2002.

Tarah intends to pursue a career in
public accounting upon completion of
her master's degree. She lives with her
parentsand two sistersinMilford, Ohio,
and attendsthe Cincinnati East congre-
gation.

Right, Victor Kubik
speaks in St. John'’s.
Above, Blanche Smith
shows Beverly and Victor
Kubik around Signal Hill

Newfoundland
Welcomes Council
Member

On May 29 and 30, 21 members of
UCG-Canada and guests in the
province of Newfoundland and
Labrador gatheredin &t. John'sfor Sab-
bath and Pentecost services. Thiswasa
much-anti cipated weekend becausewe
wereprivilegedto haveVictor and Bev-
erly Kubik present.

Mr. Kubik isamember of the Coun-
cil of Eldersof United. Hedsoischair-
man of the Media and Communica
tions Committee and president of
LifeNets, aswell as pastoring the con-
gregations of Terre Haute and
Lafayette, Indiana.

Mr. Kubik gave the main messages
on hoth days. On Sabbath Mr. Kubik
reminded us that Pentecost was offi-
cialy theninth anniversary of the Unit-
ed Church of God.

He a'so spoke on the qualities and
characterigticsof aChristian, expound-
ing the beatitudes in Matthew 5 and
helping usget abetter grasp of the pro-
found teachings of Jesus and what our
Father expects of us as His called-out
ones.

After abreak for teaand snacks, we
reassembled for adlide presentation of
some of the brethrenin Latin America
andthework of LifeNetsinthat area It
was good to see brethren who seem to
have less of material possessions than
many of us have, yet who have ajoy
and aradiance that shows they really
arethe children of God.

On the Day of Pentecost brethren
arrived early, which alowed time for
conversations with the Kubiks. During
the service Mr. Kubik updated us on
Church eventsin East Africa. He then
continued with another inspiring mes-
sageabout thequditiesthat God expects
usto devel opand thewondrouspower of
the Holy Spirit given to the Church and
toeach oneof usindividualy.

After a potluck mea Bruce Moss,
who had provided specid music, shared
more of hisown spirituad compositions
with the group. Mr. Kubik videotaped
the music especidly to share with
brethren he visits abroad. He felt that
they would betruly appreciative.

The sentiments expressed by the

brethren confirmed that it was truly a
wonderfully uplifting, inspiring week-
end. The fellowship was fabulous and
al wereleft withanew gppreciation for
what wedo have.

TheNewfoundland congregationisa
small group scattered throughout the
province. Being Situated aswe are, on
thefar eastern edge of theNorthAmer-
ican continent, itiseasy tofed isolated
and far removed. So when we receive
specid visits from other minis-
ters, it reminds and reassures us
that we are a part of something
much bigger. We find that most
encouraging.

Mr.and Mrs. Kubik werein St.
5 John's for the 2002 Feast of
Tabernacles, and knew that they
would returnto what Mr. Kubik saysis
atruly remarkable place on the earth.

For anyonewhowould likeataste of
our remarkable land and its people,
thereisroom for about 30 more people
for the 2004 Feast of Tabernacles.

Toview somephotos of the Kubiks
Newfoundland experience, go to
www.kubik.org/nl2004.

Dorothy and Ellsworth Stanley/
David Smith

Young Adults’ and
Singles’ Christian
Leadership
Conference Set

A Christian Leadership Conference
for singles and young adults (includ-
ing married couples) isbeing planned
for Aug. 20 to 22 on the shores of
beautiful Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.

We are renting aretreat facility that
alows more activities and fellowship.
Planned activities include interactive
Bible studies, seminarsfor singlesand
young adults, Sabbath services, a ser-
vice project, games, a bonfire, canoe-
ing, boating or ahigh/low ropescourse.
Thefacilitiesareair-conditioned.

Cost is $120 per person (cost
includes al meals and lodging).
There is an additional $25 fee for
those who wish to participate in the
high/low ropes course. Registration
forms and details are available at
Www.ucgstp.org/conference.

You must preregister for this event
to save a space. If you are unable to
download aregistration form, please
contact Gary or Gale Black at
ghlack66@earthlink.net or at (651)
769-8802.

Gary and Gale Black

ABC Chorale
Performs for
Cincinnati North

TheCincinnati North, Ohio, congre-
gation had the pleasure of having spe-
cial music performed by the Ambas-
sador Bible Center (ABC) chorde on



10

Unitedllewus July 2004

United Church of God, an International Association

the Sabbath of June 26. Instead of the
norma sermonette, the ABC chorale
performed several selections for the
congregation under the direction of
Ken Shoemaker. Thesongsperformed,
like “Thanks Be to Thee” and “The
Holy City,” certainly were enjoyable
and inspiring.

After the 30 minutes of specia
music, Matthew Fenchel, pastor of the

& -
The Ambassador Bible Center chorale performs
a sermonette of songs for the Cincinnati North
congregation June 26 (photo by Janet Treadway)

Cincinnati North congregation, gave a
sermon titled “The Joy of the Lorp Is
Your Strength.” Mr. Fenchel gave us
pointson how we can have joy evenin
avery negative and difficult world.

Following services the Cincinnati
North congregation provided apotluck
meal for theABC chorale. Thecongre-
gation wanted to show thelr apprecia-
tion to the ABC students for their hard
work and outstanding per-
formance.

Thanks go to Julie
O'Brien, Dawn Stedle and
their helpersfor organizing
the potluck activity. It
capped off an enjoyable
afternoon of inspirationand
fellowship for the congre-
gation and ABC guests.
Approximately 100 people
attended this special Sab-
bath.

Janet Treadway

Women'’s Weekend
Stresses
Confidence

On June 11, 81 women came to the
Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvaniato
attend a Women's Enrichment Week-
end, “Confident Christian Women,”
hosted by the ladies of the Pittsburgh
congregation.

Theweekend beganwith aninterac-
tive Bible study led by Don Henson,
pastor of the Pittsburgh and Meedville,
Pennsylvania, and Whesdling, West Vir-
ginia, congregations, to set thetone for
learning about confidence. After the
study, the ladies enjoyed some lively
fellowship time enhanced by abounti-
ful array of delectable horsd' oeuvres.

Sabbath morning theregional pastor,
Lyle Welty, inspired us with “How
Christ Valued Women.” After services,
breakout groups discussed hissermon.

In the afternoon, Janel Johnson from
Mansfield, Ohio, opened our eyesto
the dangers of afairy tale approach to
confidenceand contrasted that to God's
approach. B.J. Thomascouldn't attend,
but in copies of her presentation she
encouraged us to have a positive out-
look on life. Janet Treadway from
Cincinnati East, Ohio, shared her past
with us, then used a crumpled $20 bill
toteach usthat weretain our valueeven
if we've been through rough times.
Gary Antion, director of ABC, present-
ed athought-provoking seminar onthe
vaue of having high (but redlistic and
God-based) self-esteem.

Then we had a blast from the past!
Thehall wastransformed into a 1950s
soda fountain shop replete with juke-
box, root beer floats and vintage can-
dies. Women played jacks, jumped
rope and had hula-hoop contests. They
rock 'n’ rolled for al they were worth
and had plain old-fashioned fun!

Sunday morning, Yvonne Brandt
from Columbus, Ohio, ended the
retreat with a unique exercise using
rocksto teach usto evaluate our talents

Beautiful smiles were everywhere at
the Women’s Enrichment Weekend

(photo by Don Henson)

honestly and to not hesitateto usethem

whenthey fit theneed. Theladiesloved

being together and expressed enthusi-

astic appreciation for the entire event.
Rannie Henson

Letters

Ready to Give an Answer?

“BeReady to Givean Answer” has
really been of much helptome! | can
just imagine how it would help new
membersif thislittle shaded window
could appear in every United News,
repeated all the time, covering a dif-
ferent doctrine each time? | have
made a collection of those | could
trace and it makes for some wonder-
ful personal study.

I gainalot of satisfaction knowing
I will be ready with an answer. How
about it?

South Africa

Thank you very much for your
input. e wel come other suggestions
about whether to continue this sec-
tion, and, if we do, what subjects to
cover in futureissues.

First Impressions
Thank you for thearticlesyou have
runin “Treasure Digest” about “First
Impressions” and for giving me the
opportunity of sharing someideasand
thoughts on the subject.
WeasaChurch pray for growthand
for former brethren. When brethren
walk through the door, do we act out
our prayers? Those of us who are
filled [spiritually], do we know what
it's like to be hungry? We can either
build abridge or destroy awholecity.
| have heard of anincident wherea
former brother came to a funeral on
the understanding that friendship
would be extended by both sides. But
thisindividua was attacked verbally
by two or three United brethren.
These brethren thought that
because of former friendships, they
were helping the individual. Howev-
er thisindividua wasstill hurtingwith
thewordsmonths|ater. What they did
not know isthat the person was going
through such severe trials with fami-
ly, finances, health and wanting to
keep the Sabbath. Here was the
opportunity to be a brother again.

Unfortunately the whole Church gets
painted with the same brush whenwe
make such mistakes.

Thereceptionististhefirstimpres-
sion that a new customer gets of a
whole company. Likewise each of us
represent the whole Church. A hug,
saying “So nice to see you!” and
prayer can do such wonders.

One of the things former brethren
dread is the interrogatory questions
when they walk through the door.
Leave the counseling to the minister.
Be warm, friendly, welcoming,
encouraging and accepting of others.
When people are ready to talk, they
will. If they don’t, that's OK too.

Just be there for them. We don’t
havetoknow al the details. Be patient
and understanding—fight off theurge
to correct every sentence. Usetact and
wisdom. Meet the brethren half way
or more, if you can, asthisis part of
welcoming.

By the second and third week, why
not send an encouraging note or wel-
coming card or flowers?

Another man walked through the
doors of United just before Passover
2003. Thisman later said that thefirst
day back he was hanging his head and
did not know what to expect, but he
was welcomed and felt truly home.
Brethren just hugged him, no questions
asked. Before the end of the year he
had died and is awaiting his change.

Wedo not know whowill bewalking
through the door or how long they are
here to stay. But we do know God is
waiting to welcome usinto Hisfamily!

Patti Naidoo
South Africa

Seeing God’s Plans
Happening

Please put me on your mailing list.
I would liketo receivethe World News
and Prophecy publication. | feel that
these times we're living in are those
prophesied by John. | am deep in the

study of these times written in the
New and Old Testaments. | do get
some Christian news on the TV, but
not enough . . .

It istruly amazing and wonderful
to see God'splanshappening. | found
out about your organization through
afriend. .. Any literature you send
me will be shared with friends, fami-
ly, neighbors and strangers when the
opportunity arises. | will try to send
you some money to at least cover
postage costs. My financesare spread
very thin as I'm not working right
now. Keep meinyour prayersas| will
you.

Indiana

Seeing the Truth for the
First Time

| thank God for your work, and for
giving metheunderstanding to seethe
truth for thefirst time! | would liketo
give out booklets, so if you can send
me extras, that would be wonderful.
May we be diligent in our efforts to
share the good news of the coming
King and HisKingdom.

Minnesota

15-Year-Old Loves GN
Sorry for the sloppy handwriting.
I’'m only 15 years old. My grand-
mother let me read her magazines,
and | found thesethings on how to get
free books, and | decided to get one.
Please send me | the free books that
you can. | really love The Good News
books and stuff. They teach me alot
about God.
Georgia

Searching for a Church

| have been reading your publica-
tionsand find myself wanting more. |
have ordered your Bible Sudy
Course. .. [and] | would aso liketo
receive these other publications. . .

Could you also send me informa-
tion about the United Church of God

inmy area?| have been searching for
a church home for some time that
worships on the Sabbath instead of
Sunday and have not found what | an
looking for. It isimportant that it is
Bible based and man’s ideas haven't
contaminated [its] teachings.
Thank you all somuch for support-
ing mein my spiritual growth!
Idaho

Reporting the Real News

I enjoy your wonderfully accurate
and truthful reporting of thereal news.
I particularly found your article, “Has
the Third World War Already
Begun?’ quite helpful.

| enclose a check as atoken of my
appreciation.

| have been alifelong member of
the Roland Park Presbyterian Church
in Baltimore. | am asking you to
include a fellow member to receive
The Good News. Shewill bethethird
member receiving your wonderful
publication.

Maryland

The Real Story: Makes a
Lot of Sense

My sister recently received abook-
let that she ordered from your organi-
zation entitled, Jesus Christ: TheReal
Sory. Shewastelling me some of the
truthsinit, and it made alot of sense.
Therefore, | would like to request a
copy of this booklet be sent to me. |
understand thisisfree.

New York

Small Seed Gift
I just received your book Jesus
Christ: The Real Sory. Thank you.
Your ministry is a blessing. Please
receivethissmall seed gift. | know God
will multiply it sothat | can givemore.
California

Reads GN Cover to Cover
I’ve been reading your Good News

magazinefor ashort time now. | have
found it to be well documented and
thought-provoking. | can respect a
publication that tellsit likeit is, with-
out the embellishment.
| read it cover to cover whenever |
receive it in the mail. My wifeand |
will be reading it for years to come.
Keep up the good work.
Arkansas

Putting Passages on the
Refrigerator

Certain passages really stay in my
mind as| read the Bible Sudy Course
and | writethem on my refrigerator to
inspire me every day and remind me
how awesome God is!

| am redly glad that | visited your
Web site on the Bible and God and
how one can cometo know God . ..
who Heisand why we are.

What a way to become close to
God—the chanceis so beyond words
that | want to cry! Thank you so
deeply!

Internet

The Real Story Booklet
Helped So Much!

I liveinAustraliaand | am 16 years
old. A whileago | wasbecoming spir-
itually dead and didn’t know what to
doanymoreor if God even existed, till
| read one of your booklets named
Jesus Christ: The Real Sory. That
really helped somuch! Soll just want-
ed to say thanks, you guys are doing
agreat job!

Austrdia

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let usknow if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, PO. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or E-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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Announcements

Births

Philip and Jennifer (Burky) Dick of
the Dallas, Texas, congregation, are
thrilledtoannouncethehirthof their first

-
-

Emily Dyanne Dick

child, Emily Dyanne Dick. She was
born May 13, 2004, weighed 7 pounds
14 ounces and was 197 incheslong.
Happy family include first-time
grandparents Robert and Dyanne Dick
of Portland, Oregon, and Richard and
Carol Burky of Pasadena, Cdlifornia,
and great-grandparents Ray and Norma
Dick of Hawkins, Texas, and Betty
Hoffman of Phoenix, Arizona.

Thomas and Evaline Matwetwe of
the Ogembo, Kenya, congregation are
very happy toannouncethehirth of their
first daughter, LudmilaOsebe. Shewas
born on Dec. 10, 2003, weighing 2.9

Ludmila Osebe Matwetwe

kilograms. The proud grandparents are
Issac and Bestrice Gwaro aso of the
Ogembo congregation. Thewholefam-
ily isthrilled about her arrival.

Leonard and Kathryn Hatter are
pleased to announce the blessed arrival
of their seventh child, Abigail Kaylen
Heatter, onApril 8, 2004, during theDays
of Unleavened Bread! Abby weighed 8
pounds 6 ounces and was 197 inches

Abigail Kaylen Hatter

long. Sheis aso welcomed by siblings
Lora Daniel, David, Sarah, Michae and
Ruth. TheHattersattend the Belait, Wis-
consin, congregation.

Eric and Dorothy (Allwine)
Schmidt of Chicago, Illinois, along
with big sister Amanda, are excited to
announcethebirth of AlexisMichelle
Schmidt. Alexis was born Dec. 28,
2003. Shewas 7 pounds 5 ouncesand
1972 inches long. Her grandparents
are Gail and Karen Allwine of the
Spokane, Washington, congregation

Alexis Michelle Schmidt

and Richard and Patricia Schmidt of
Columbia, Missouri.

Brit and Julie Railston of New York,
New York, are pleased to announce the
birth of their first child, Josephine Kate
Railston. Josie was born on Jan. 25,
2004, weighing 9 pounds 14 ouncesand
measuring 21 incheslong. Grandparents
are Saundra and Errol Wade of Min-
neapolis, Minnesota; Rick and Dorothy
Railston of Yakima, Washington; and
Annette Gooch of SantaRosa, Cdlifor-

Josephine Kate Railston

nia. Emiraand Ella Erickson of Min-
negpolis are happy to welcome anew
plaything, sorry, cousin, into thefamily.

Engagements
Randy D’ Alessandro, pastor of the

Randy D’Alessandro and Mary Snyder

AnnArbor and Detroit, Michigan, con-
gregations, and Mary Snyder of
Batavia, Ohio, are pleased to announce
their engagement. Plans are being
made for anAug. 1, 2004, wedding.

Charlie and Lanae Waldrup of the
Houston North, Texas, congregationare

David Dullum and Breanna Waldrup

pleased to announce the engagement of
thelr daughter, Breanna Gail, to David
Andrew Dullum, son of Gary and Faith
Dullum of the Houston North congre-
gation. Thecouplecurrently attendsthe
Audtin, Texas, congregation. A wedding
is being planned for Jan. 2, 2005, in
Houston.

Dennis and Kathy Lausted are
pleased to announce the engagement of

Andy Wagner and Lisa Lausted

their daughter, Lisa Lausted, to Andy
Wagner, son of John and Teri Wagner of
Menomonie, Wisconsin. A July wed-
ding isplanned in Menomonie.

Duane and Pat Hofmeister of Wis-
consin Rapids, Wisconsin, have great

Tracy Hofmeister and Peter Burchard

plessurein announcing the engagement
of their daughter Tracy to Peter Bur-
chard, son of Tomand AnneBurchard of

Toowoomba, Queendand, Austrdia The
datefor theweddingisto bedetermined.

Weddings

David Wayne Sullins and Tammy
Jean Blair were united in marriage on
April 18, 2004. Dave Myers, pastor of
theAkron, Ohio, congregation, offici-
ated at the ceremony, with family and
friends attending.

David and Tammy met at the Feast

A

A ;
Fa ki
Tammy and David Sullins

in Gatlinburg in 2002. Thecoupleplan
to make their home in Atwater, Ohio.

Anniversaries

Wilmer and Geradine (Gerry)
Beyers of the Kalamazoo, Michigan,
congregation celebrated their 74th
wedding anniversary May 31, 2004.
Hewill be 92in July and sheis91.

Obituaries

VanB. Lisman, well knownto many
former Ambassador College students
and employees, passed away May 16,
2004, at the age of 82. Hewasalong-

Van B. Lisman

time member of God's Church, bap-
tizedin 1962.

Van was born Aug. 17, 1921, in San
Pedro, Cdifornia. He atended the Uni-
versity of Caiforniaat Berkeley, School
of Optometry and served in the U.S.
Navy from 1943 to 1946.

Upon discharge from the Navy, he
joined hisfather, Hal, in hisoptometric
practicein San Pedro. He also worked
one day a week on the Pasadena
Ambassador College campus helping

students and others with their optica
needs during the 1960s on through the
early '80s. Van retired in 1984.

Van was dedicated to hisfamily and
through many yearsof illnesshemain-
tained comfort through hisunwavering
faithin God and Hisway.

Hewasprecededin death by hispar-
ents, Hal and Mabel Lisman, andby his
grandson Erik Lisman. Heis survived
by his wife of 58 years, Dorothy; son
Gary Lisman and his wife, Margi, of
Oregon City, Oregon; sonLeeLisman
and his wife, Pat, of Brush Prairie,
Washington; son Ray Lisman, aso of
Oregon City; and daughter Linda, wife
of Walt Moffitt, of Folsom, California;
plushissister LomaClayson, formerly
of Pasadena and now living with her
daughter inArlington, Texas, aswell as
ninegrandchildrenand severd cousins,
niecesand nephews.

Dorothy (Dot) Walker, beloved
mother, grandmother, Sister and friend,
died June 5, 2004, after along illness
and pneumonia. She attended the

Dorothy Walker

Greenshoro, North Carolina, congre-
gation and was a baptized member of
God's Church since 1976.

She is survived by her two sons,
Alvin (and Brenda) Walker and Terry
(and Betty) Walker; three sisters; two
granddaughters, Kimberly Prestonand
JamieWalker; and onegrest-grandson,
Andrew Preston.

Services were held June 8 in Lex-
ington, North Carolina, among family
and friends.

Edith “Carlene” Robertson, 58, of
Sdlem, Oregon, died March 11, 2004,
after suffering amassive stroke.

Carlene was baptized in January
1994 and attended the United Church
of God congregationin Sdlem. Shewas
agentle, loving person. Carleneissur-
vived by alarge family, including her
husband, one daughter, two sons, her
mother, four sisters, two brothers and
eight grandchildren.

Judy Kay Markley, 59, of Corvallis,
Oregon, died May 4, 2004, from com-
plications following heart surgery.
Judy was baptized in April 1964 and
attended the United Church of God
congregationin Salem, Oregon. Sheis
survived by her husband of 18 years,
JoeMarkley; by adaughter, DarlaBuh-
lig; and by two grandsons, six brothers
andtwo Ssters.

A graveside service was conducted
on May 11 in Tonganoxie, Kansas, by
Greg Sargent.



12

\ Unitedllewus July 2004

United Church of God, an International Association

At a Glance

Continued from page 2

Once the offerings mailed by indi-
viduas are processed, the actud figure
should exceed $735,000.

Gerald Sedlig

U.S. Mail Received
Up 43 Percent

Inthefirst six months of 2004, atotal
of 264,961 letters, cards and Internet
responses were received a the home
office. Thisisa43 percent increase over
the same period last year. Of thistota,
Internet responses showed the biggest
gain, up 152 percent to 77,065. Cards
requesting The Good News or booklets
wereup 25 percent to 146,375.

The number of pieces of literature
mailed out (notinduding theregular sub-
scriptionstothe GN, UN and WNP) was
up 34 percent to 256,641

From January through June, 98 peo-
plewere baptized, 348 became cowork-
ersand 986 became donorsin the Unit-
ed States.

June PC Reported

June was our fifth-straight month of
100-plus Persona Correspondence let-
ters, with 108 answered throughthemail.
Another 106 messages were answered
by thee-mail team.

Good News: A reeder respondedtothe
recent articleonthestory of Chrigt, argu-
ing that Paul changed the Sabbath and
taught that grace ended the law. Three
disagreed withthearticleon what Christ
looked like. And areader chastised usfor
publishing an article by awoman.

Africa: One particularly sad letter
camefromamother in Eritrea, who said
that she and her disabled husband are
abletofeed their children only onemedl
aday. Of coursg, it'simpossible to tell
how genuinetheserequestsare, but they
nonetheless tug at the heartstrings. Two
readersasked whereAfricaismentioned
inBibleprophecy; athird askedif Africa

-
L

% What's New on the Web?

On www.ucg.org

m Compass Check
See video of home office weekly meeting.

www. ucg.org/abouthomeoffice/compasscheck.hitm

1 UCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“Same-Sex Marriage Threatens Civilization”
“The Day After Tomorrow Movie”

“Ronald Reagan Remembered”

“What Have We Learned?”

www.ucg.org/commentary/
m Current World News & Trends

Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG

members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!

www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm
On vcmagazine.org

m The July Virtual Christian Magazine includes
“Avoiding Financial Black Holes,” “Life

Lessons of a Truck Driver's Family” and more.

vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org

m The July-September online issue of Vertical
Thought has articles on staying Christian at
college, sexual myths, what God's Kingdom

means for you, baptism, goal setting and more.

verticalthought.org

Other Helpful Links

m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
www.ucgyouth.org

m Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.

www.ucgsingles.org

m Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

m Good News Web site.
Www.gnmagazine.org

m Anchor: A message of hope for those
struggling with homosexuality.
www.anchorhelp.com

m Good News/Tomorrow TV station listings.
www.ucg.org/multimedia/gntv.htm

1 Good Works Program.
www.ucg.org/goodworks/

m UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.

www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org

will ever enjoy the prosperity that people
in the West routinely enjoy. An articu-
lateyoung personwhoisdesf just grad-
uated from high school and asked usto
recommend an American university;
andthisonewasn'tlooking for financia
assistance from us. Another Ietter had
many guestions about ancestral curses,
ancestor worship iscommon inAfrican
religion. A zedlous Nigerian subscriber
asked permission to reprint entire arti-
clesin local newspapers to spread the
word.

Scripture questionssuch as: Colos-
sians 2:16: Does this do away with the
Holy Days? 1 Corinthians 4:15: Does
thisjustify using“father” asatitlefor the
clergy?Galatians4:8-10: Doesthiscon-
demn Sabbath-keeping? 1 Peter 3:19:
How did Christ preach to spirits in
prison? Explain the difference between
Revelation’s heads and horns and those
in Danid’s prophecy.

Personal counsd: A soon-to-be-
released inmate asked how to dedl with
conflictsover the Sabbath. Heexplained
that if heisordered to work on the Sab-
bath and refuses to do o, he could go

back tojail for therest of hislife. A moth-
er asked how to talk with her children
about the suicide of aman who worked
with the youth in their (Protestant)
church.

UCG: Almogt every month we have
questionsabout Unitedincomparisonto
other groups. We aso had two ask how
to becomemembers, and areader want-
edtoknow if wefollow theteachingsof
Herbert W. Armstrong.

Cecil Maranville

TV and Radio Initial
Source for 30,000
Literature Requests

Inaneffortto better anayzetheinfor-
mationinthe Church’ssubscriptionfiles
and provideencouragement tothemany
volunteers involved in the Church’s
media efforts, three new reports were
produced at theend of May.

These reports show the total number
of literature requests from people who

first came onto the Church’s file from
Tomorrow TV, Good News TV and
Good Newsradio—sorted by UCG con-
gregationzip codes. Thestatsgo back to
1998 for Tomorrow TV, 1999for GNTV
and the year 2000 for GN radio.

Thetotasfor each program sincethe
above datesare asfollows:

e Tomorrow TV program 14,652

¢ GNTV program 1,661

¢ GNradio program 15,048

For example, the radio program
results show that 1,910 literature
requestshavebeen received fromlisten-
ersinthelndiangpolis, Indiana, areawho
first came onto our file asaresult of the
Good Newsradio program.

Also468literaturerequestshavebeen
received from readers in the Chicago,
lllinois, areawhofirst cameontoour file
asaresult of the GN TV program.

For thosewho first cameonto our file
asaresultof theTomorrow TV program,
3,080 literature requests were from the
Portland, Oregon, areaand another 867
requests have comefrom viewersinthe
Greenshoro, North Caroling, area.

Peter Eddington

Attention Seniors
Attending the Dells
Feast Site

TheWisconsin DellsFeast Steplans
to honor couples wedded 50 years or
more a the senior luncheon. If you
have been married 50 or more years,
please send a copy of your wedding
photo or one from the same year, your
current photo, plusashort biography.

In addition, do you sing, dance, play
an instrument or have another talent
youwouldliketo sharewithyour peers
at the luncheon? Please send a perfor-
mance cassettetapeaong with anintro-
duction. Performances should not
exceed five minutesin duration.

Photos, hios and performance tapes
should be mailed no later than Aug. 15
to: Normand DonnaMyers, 416 Union
S, Stevens Point, WI 54481. For more
information call (715) 344-0635 or e-
mail Norm_Myers@ucg.org. Photos
and tapes will be returned at the lun-
cheon.

NormMyers

ABC Sampler Set for Aug. 16-20 in Cincinnati

Periodicals Postage Paid
at Milford, Ohio, and at

Have you ever wished you could atend
Ambassador so you could receive the bibli-
cd ingruction offered there? Perhapstimeand
cost were afactor. Now you may experience
ataste of the Ambassador Bible Center pro-
gram and see why the ABC students are so
enthusiastic about the school..

Ambassador Bible Center announced the
fourthABC Sampler seminar, tobeheldat the
ABC LectureHal inthehomeofficebuilding
just east of Cincinnati, Ohio. Thedateswill be
Aug. 16 to 20 and will feature portions of
some of the actual class material by Gary
Antionand RaphLevy. Mr. Antionwill bring
ingructionfromthebook of Jamesand Com-
parative Religion (“Religionin Generd” and
“Catholicism”). Dr. Levy will present “Top-

icsintheBook of Exodus’ and“ TheWork of
Ezraand Nehemiah.”

Thetuitionisjust $50 per person, dueonor
beforethefirst day of classes. Studentswill be
respongiblefor their own housing and medls.
Thereisreasonablelodging inthevicinity.

Those interested in atending the Sampler
are asked to please send aletter of intent to
holdaseetintheclass. TheaddressisAmbas-
sador Bible Center, PO. Box 54992, Cincin-
nati, OH 45254-0992. The phone number is
(513) 576-9796. The e-mail address is
Gary_Antion@ucg.org.

We look forward to spending one week
studying and expounding the Biblewithyou
this summer.

Gary Antion/Ralph Levy
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