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At a Glance

Good News Begins
Airing on XM
Satellite Radio

Beginning Jan. 2, the Good News
radio program began broadcasting on
XM Satellite Radio. XM covers the
entire United States and parts of Canada
and Mexico through two satellites posi-
tioned over the east and west coasts. The
company claims to have seamless cov-
erage for its more than 120 channels.

XM Satellite Radio Inc. is one of two
FCC licensees to deliver satellite radio
programming. It is targeted to the
nation’s 200 million plus automobile
and truck drivers as well as home radio
users. XM, which requires a $9.99
monthly subscription, has over 3 million
subscribers. For each subscriber, XM
believes there are two to three listeners.

Our radio program will air every Sun-
day at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time on Salem
Communication’s XM Family Talk 170
station. It will immediately follow Dr.
James Dobson’s Focus on the Family
Theatre. In a recent survey, 98 percent
of XM Family Talk listeners are in the 35
to 54 age range.

We are currently seeking a Church
member to monitor the program every
Sunday morning. If you subscribe to
XM Satellite Radio and would like to
volunteer, please contact John LaBis-
soniere, our media buying agent, by toll-
free phone at (888) 369-9940 or by e-
mail at john_labissoniere @ucg.org.

Peter Eddington

368 Baptized
Around the World

In 2004, at least 368 new members
were baptized around the world. This
compares to 386 reported the previous

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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Council of Elders Plans and Moves Ahead

by Don Henson

Dec. 9 Council Chairman Clyde Kilo-
ugh opened the final series of meetings
for 2004. The Council heard quarterly
reports from the president and operation
managers (see treasurer’s report below
and sidebars, pages 5 and 6).

The Council was also updated on the
project of documenting the history of
United, plans for the education program,
the conclusions of the feasibility study
on expansion of the Ambassador Bible
Center and the final draft of the report
by the Godly Leadership Task Force.

Dec. 10’s session included an update
on the status of Doctrine Committee
projects and the “Evangelism” study
paper. The Council also reviewed plans
for the 2005 General Conference of
Elders meetings and discussed five pro-
posed amendments.

The Council completed the open ses-
sion agenda Sunday, Dec. 12, discussing
communications and public relations
strategies and reviewing and approving
a proposed retirement policy.

Documenting UCG History
Mr. Holladay updated the Council on

progress toward documenting the histo-
ry of United, as was discussed in the
August meetings. Mr. Holladay and
Council member Victor Kubik worked
together to develop some initial sugges-
tions.

First they dealt with the question,
“Whatis the purpose of such a project?”
There is aneed to accurately reflect why
and how United was formed. In addi-
tion, as time passes, events become hazy.

There is a great deal of documenta-
tion and many eyewitnesses and partic-
ipants who can put the account togeth-
er. For example, 12 of the 14 regional

pastors came into United. They are in a
unique position to document what took
place from 1993-1995. Ten of the 14
couples who attended the original plan-
ning meetings at Indianapolis are still
part of United. There are transcripts and
video footage from the Indianapolis
conference. The transitional board gen-
erated many documents as the organi-
zation was being formed. Jim Franks has
already produced a presentation on how
the Church’s founding documents were
developed. Mr. Kubik has collected a

See “Council,” page 5

Weather Can’t Chill Family Weekend

Todd Carey leads preteen games; Ed Smith gives a warm smile before services (photos by Janet Treadway)

by Janet Treadway

event very hazardous for many. Because of the bad weath-

More than 1,240 people came from far and wide to
attend the 2004 Winter Family Weekend in Louisville,
Kentucky. It will be remembered for the icy snowstorm
that dumped 9 inches on Louisville and much more in

er, between 300 and 500 people had to cancel their plans

to attend.

surrounding areas. The storm produced near-blizzard

conditions along the Ohio River that made travel to the

For many it took triple the normal travel time to arrive
in Louisville. Many were at a standstill in traffic for over
four hours and more! Mandy and David Cobb from Indi-

See “Louisville,” page 13

Income Increases 3.2 Percent

by Tom Kirkpatrick

For the first six months of the cur-
rent fiscal year (July 1 to Dec. 31,
2004), the total unrestricted income
of the United Church of God, an
International  Association, has
increased over the corresponding
period of the previous year by 3.2
percent. This is slightly more than
the budgeted income increase of 2.3
percent for the fiscal year. For this
stability and blessing in our finan-
cial position we are grateful. God
has blessed the Church through the
faithfulness of its members and oth-
ers who support its work. Thanks to
everyone for their faithful support.

Managers and employees of the
Church have been similarly faithful
and conscientious in adhering to our

expense budgets. All areas of the
budget are on target to come in
within the budget that was set for
this fiscal year.

At the time of this writing (Dec.
31), we are prepared to monitor the
first couple of weeks of January,
when the Church’s income tradi-
tionally receives a positive “bump”
from the end-of-calendar-year
surge in donations, partially as a
result of a desire by donors to beat
the Dec. 31 postmark deadline for
having contributions included in
calendar year totals for tax purpos-
es. We obviously hope that the pat-
tern of past years continues this
year, and if it does, it will make it
more likely that the total fiscal year
income will reach budgeted totals
by June 30, 2005. un

Tsunami Relief

As accounts of the horrific devastation from
the tsunami in Asia continue to mount, we are
reminded: “Donot withhold good from those to
whom it is due, when it is in the power of your
hand to do so” (Proverbs 3:27). To this end, the
United Church of God has made a donation to
the Red Cross International Relief Fund to aid
in the effort to assist people in great need.

Many have asked: “How can we personal-
ly help?” According to the Red Cross, 100 per-
cent of any donations made for tsunami vic-
tims will go directly to those suffering. If local
churches, members or families would like to
make their own discretionary donation, we
encourage them to do so. Many worthy relief
organizations are involved, butif the Red Cross
is selected, then more information on where
to donate can be found online or by phone at:

American Red Cross International Response
Fund, PO. Box 37243, Washington, DC
20013, 800-HELP-NOW, www.redcross.org.

6th Anniversary
for Member-
Produced VCM

by Lorelei Nettles

Virtual ~ Christian Magazine
(www.vemagazine.org) has just ended
its sixth year since becoming an official
UCGIA publication. The online maga-
zine is edited and produced primarily
by the volunteer efforts of a team of
UCG members who publishit 10 times
each year.

While not as many people are aware
of VCM as some of the Church’s other
Web pages, it seems that interest has
increased. In just the last two months
the number of visits to the archived arti-
cles for each year has risen by an aver-
age of 2,000 hits, with the articles from
2003 jumping by over 5,100 hits in that
time span.

Over
200,000
Hits ‘
The following |
full year totals f
do not include |
the number of B
hits on the table
of contents pages, but reflect only
actual numbers for those who have
opened individual articles and letters.
Past years have higher totals since they
are still being viewed in the archives.
The top articles are telling in highlight-

See “VCM,” page 2
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year. In the United States almost the
same number were baptized this year as
last (176 and 177). Outside of the Unit-
ed States, 192 were baptized this year,
compared to 209 in 2003. Here are the
baptisms reported at press time:

Argentina ................... 6
Australia . . . .13
Bolivia. . .5
Canada. ..26
Chile .... .13
Colombia ................... 1
Dominican Republic ........... 1
ElSalvador.................. 4
France ...................... 1
Germany ............oo.ainn. 1
Ghana ..................... 28
Guatemala. .................. 4
Kenya..............ooi 19
Malawi.......ooovviiiiinn.. 7
Mexico ...ovviiiiiin 5
New Zealand. ................. 2
Nigeria. ......ooovviieneein. 17
Peru ...l 8
Philippines ................. 25
Tanzania . . .1
Togo...ovvviii 1
Trinidad..................... 2
United Kingdom L2
United States .............. 176

There’s a unique story behind each
baptism. Jeff Caudle, who pastors in

|
”

Ralph Levy baptizes Zoraya Diaz de
Gabriel Dec. 5 in the Dominican
Republic (see article, page 3)

New Zealand, the South Pacific and
Southeast Asia, reported about a man
who saw the New Zealand Reader’s
Digest ad in May 2004 offering Jesus
Christ: The Real Story and turned
around from 49 years of Methodism. I
baptized him yesterday in the Pacific
Ocean,” Mr. Caudle reported Dec. 19.

Home Office Mails
“67 Miles” of
Literature

During the last 12 months the mail-
room staff mailed 425,568 pieces of lit-
erature from the home office. This is a
27 percent increase over the previous
12 months (333,828 pieces). If each of
these pieces of literature were stacked
on top of each other, the pile would be
4,443 feet high! Laid end-to-end, the
literature would stretch 67 miles!

And what’s mailed directly from the
home office is, of course, in addition to
the millions of pieces sent out from the

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

Half Million Brochures to Be Distributed in 4,000 U.S. Stores

The Church will soon distribute
560,000 copies of four new “bi-fold”
brochures on Good Neighbor “take-
one” displays in 4,000 major supermar-
kets and discount stores throughout the
United States. Also, 160,000 copies of
two of the brochures will be used by our
brethren in the Philippines and in coun-
tries in the Caribbean to help generate
new Good News subscribers.

Also, as mentioned last issue (page
16), 75,000 copies of three smaller “tri-

fold” brochures are being made avail-
able to brethren in the United States for
placement in stores and shops in their
communities. If U.S. members are
interested in ordering a supply of
brochures and displays, they are wel-
come to contact John LaBissoniere,
brochure program coordinator, via e-
mail at john_labissoniere @ucg.org or
by mail at 198 McDeerman Road,
Jacksboro, TN 37757 or by toll-free
telephone at 888-369-9940.

One of seven new advertising
brochures

Copies of the seven new subscrip-
tion brochures were mailed to elders in
December to display in U.S. congre-
gations. The brochures have the fol-
lowing themes: Are We Living in the
Time of the End?, Why Does God
Allow Suffering?, Jesus Christ: The
Real Story and The Book of Revelation
Unveiled.

These advertisements offer potential
readers booklets by the same titles and a
subscription to The Good News. UN

Two New Employees Join Home Office Staff

The home office staff is delighted to
announce that two new members will
be joining it in January, filling openings
created by recent moves by former em-
ployees. Jason Lovelady will be working
in the financial affairs area, overseeing
the accounts payable function and
assisting Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick.
Wendy Lovelady, Jason’s wife, will

serve as the home office receptionist.

Jason and Wendy have most recently
lived in the Nashville, Tennessee, area.
He has been serving on the accounting
staff of CKNA Corporation, an automo-
tive parts manufacturer. Wendy has been
working as an insurance underwriter for
Tennessee Farm Bureau.

Jason, a native of Springfield, Mis-

souri, is a 1991 graduate of Ambassador
University in Big Sandy, Texas. Wendy
is a native of Jonesboro, Arkansas. They
have both attended the Church of God
since they were born.

We welcome their arrival and antici-
pate the positive contribution they will
make to the work of the home office.

Tom Kirkpatrick

Wendy and Jason Lovelady

“VCM,” continued from page 1

ing what attracts people’s interests.

* 1999: 52,802 hits, with the two top
articles being “Dispelling Myths of
Christ’s Birth and Childhood” with
2,381 hits and “Home Is Where Our
School Is” with 2,263 hits.

* 2000: 47,928 hits, with the top two
articles being “The Gift of Sex” with
4,817 hits and “St. Valentine, Cupid and
Jesus Christ” with 2,361 hits.

 2001: 36,308 hits, with the top two
articles being “A Good Soldier” with
1,721 hits and “4,000 Years of Christ-
mas” with 1,587 hits.

* 2002: 30,663 hits, with the top two
articles being “The Exodus Controver-
sy” with 2,135 hits and “The Diets of
the Millennium Should Be the Diets of
Today” with 1,137.

* 2003: 26,156 hits, with the top two
articles being “What Did Jesus Look
Like?” with 1,289 hits and “Children

of Divorce Aren’t Doomed to Failure”
with 1,130.

e 2004 (through Dec. 15): 16,320
hits, with the top two articles being
“Dating Disasters and Faulty Mate
Selection: There Is a Better Way” with
671 hits and “Become Like Little Chil-
dren” with 510.

* The six-year total: 210,174 hits.

Positive Feedback

VCM also gets quite a few requests
for literature and follow-up on biblical
questions. We have also had very posi-
tive feedback, with about one request
each two months asking for VCM to be
mailed out in hard copy, which of
course isn’t available.

The following are a few examples of
some of the feedback:

“Thank you for a well-written article
on biblical truths—well done. I would
like to say how impressed I am by the
insightful ministries of your magazine.”

“I want to commend you for what
you people have been doing. Tknow it’s
of God. I was really blessed by the
magazines I received from my friend.
The article on the gospel of the King-
dom really touched my heart. I pray that
God will continue to bless you and
strengthen you the more.”

“Thanks to you and glory to God for
the excellent and edifying VCM from
the UCG” (India).

“‘Rejoice in Life!” is one of the most
encouraging articles I have ever read.
‘What a brave and noble woman; she
faced her moment in time with great
courage. She knew and lived the scrip-
ture, ‘Be strong and of good courage,
do not fear nor be afraid of them; for
the LorD your God, He is the One who
goes with you. He will not leave you
nor forsake you’ (Deuteronomy 31:6).”

“Thave just found your site and I love
it. Praise the Lord that there is a place I
can go as a Christian and read wonder-

ful stories and find encouragement in
my daily walk with the Lord our God.”

“I came across your magazine online
when I was searching for a good article
on gossip. It was fabulous, and your
magazine looks it too! Is it possible to
get your newsletter via e-mail? Oh, T
hope so! I have shared it with those I
work with and it blessed us. Thank you
so much.”

Authors Wanted

It would be wonderful if we had
more people submitting articles for
review. There is no need to be a pub-
lished “author” to submit an article. We
have used many first-time writers’
material. So if you have something you
want to submit, you can do so through
the feedback link on the VCM Web site
WWW.vemagazine.org. UN

Lorelei Nettles is a member in
Phoenix East, Arizona, and managing
editor of Virtual Christian Magazine.
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For the first time in the history of the
United Church of God, a minister visit-
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News From Around the World
Dominican Republic Receives First UCG Visit . ationd!
A nter i
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ed the Dominican Republic to conduct
Bible studies and to baptize. Ralph Levy,
from the Cincinnati home office, was in
the capital, Santo Domingo, from Dec.
2to7.

On Friday, Dec. 3, we held a Bible
study at the home of Zoraya Diaz de
Gabriel and her husband Orlando. Mrs.
de Gabriel has been studying our litera-
ture for several years, together with sev-
eral other ladies whom she has known
for along time. We also managed to con-
tact Juan Niifiez, a member from Mao,
Valverde, who came to Santo Domingo
for the Bible studies.

There were nine adults present for the
Bible study Friday evening. I delivered
some literature brought from Cincinnati,
and then we began the study. It started at
6:30 and finished at 9:45, with a short
break for refreshments. It was composed
entirely of questions and answers, of
which most were asked by Zoraya, who
came with along list. The first questions
had to do with the Worldwide Church of
God, Herbert W. Armstrong, and the
split that took place in the 1990s; we also
spent some time discussing the structure
of the United Church of God and how
the Church is organized.

After those, there were many Bible
questions, some of which were very
broad. For some, I recommended further
reading and study. One lady present
wanted to know about the three resur-
rections; I answered her question briefly,
and told her a full answer would require
another Bible study.

When I asked about the delivery of
our literature and cassettes, they told me
that the literature sometimes doesn’t get
to them, or it arrives very late, but the
Spanish-language sermon tapes always
arrive speedily. I suggested one of the

of the literature.

Zoraya’s story was interest-
ing. She said when her moth-
erdied some six years ago, she
wanted to know what happens
to people after they die, so she
gotonto the Internet, typed the
words ‘Reino de Dios’ (Kingdom of
God) into the search engine, and came
up with thousands of Web pages! Some-
how, after going through some of them,
ours attracted her attention, and she
wrote for some literature. It took four
months for it to reach her, but she began
studying, and apparently was quickly
convicted. Zoraya reminded me that I
was the first minister with whom she had
contact, some 2/ years ago, via e-mail.

Shortly thereafter she began to keep
the Sabbath, reject the pagan holidays,
avoid unclean meats and to tithe. Last
year she decided to go to Mexico for the
Feast of Tabernacles, but lacked the nec-
essary funds, so she prayed to God, ask-
ing Him to provide her with work so she
could go to the Feast. She is a self-
employed dressmaker. To her amaze-
ment, 10 months later, she had more than
enough Festival tithe to go to the Feast!

In fact, the whole family later decid-
ed to go to the Feast in Mexico. The two
sons of Zoraya and Orlando—Orlando,
9, and Josue, 8—enjoyed the Feast and
made new friends.

On the Sabbath of Dec. 4, we had
another Bible study, this time in the
home of Altagracia Melenciano Rosario,
who also attended the Feast in Mexico.
Ten people were present, and I gave a
study titled “Llamados, escogidos, y
fieles” (“Called, and chosen, and faith-
ful”) based in part on Revelation 17:14.
I'emphasized that a person comes to be

Some of those who met with Ralph
Levy during his ministerial visit to the
Dominican Republic in December

a member of the Church of God by a
divine calling. After the formal study, we
had a few more questions, followed by
a delicious dinner (turkey, salads, tropi-
cal vegetables and dessert) for some 15
people!

On Sunday a group of us, including
many who had attended the studies as
well as some relatives and friends, went
out to the country outside Santo Domin-
go to the Gabriel getaway. They have a
beautiful plot of land out in the country,
with akitchen, large gazebo, swimming
pool and bathroom. Again, a delicious
meal was prepared, consisting of a “san-
cocho,” a Dominican meat stew usually
made with several meats, but prepared
for us with only goat meat and chicken,
and rice. We also sampled some of the
tropical fruits and root plants.

Late that afternoon, I baptized Mrs. de
Gabriel in the family pool, a ceremony
witnessed by some 15 family and
friends, as well as two attentive cows on
the hillside! It was a joyful ceremony in
an idyllic environment.

Plans call for me to go to the Domini-
can Republic atleast once a year to serve
the brethren and prospective members
there. If God so wills, we hope more
members will be added to the Church in
this beautiful nation.

Ralph Levy

Canadian Council Meets in Toronto

Toronto was the location for the last
Canadian National Council meeting of
2004. Meetings began at 7 Wednesday
evening, Dec. 1, at the Radisson Hotel
with eight members present.

The Council heard short reports
about Feast sites across Canada and
about a possible new site for the com-
ing year.

Treasurer Edwin van Pelt reported
that the income remains strong and that
the Canadian office had already
received a record number of pieces of
mail for the calendar year. Additional-
ly, UCG-Canada had received about
double the number of requests via e-
mail compared to the previous year.

The amount of mail now received is
almost double to what it was five years
ago. The additional mail received is
reflected by the record number of
pieces of literature mailed out in
response.

The last portion of the evening was
reserved for “brainstorming” during
which new ideas and suggestions were
discussed. Those with merit were
assigned to committees or individuals
for further work.

On Thursday morning the Council
met at the National Office. The day
began with a report from David Palmer
reviewing what has been accomplished
through media outreach during the past
year. Next year more emphasis will be
placed on Internet advertising because
it gives us the best cost per response of
any advertising we do.

Robert Berendt gave a report on
behalf of the Ministerial Services Team.
The main project the team has worked
on during the past few months is a Min-
isterial Conference for all elders in
Canada. Another ongoing project is the
ministerial candidate program.

Thursday afternoon was devoted to

committee meetings.

Friday morning began with a report
from the Strategic Planning/Finance
Committee by its chairman, Larry
DeLong. The committee recommend-
ed that the Council accept the budget as
prepared by the National Office. The
committee is working on expanding the
five-year plan and asked for additional
input from some areas.

On Friday afternoon, the Council
approved sending both the 2005/2006
budget and Operations Plan to the
Canadian National Conference for rat-
ification in March. The March Nation-
al Conference agenda was also
approved.

A task force to study the subject of
conflict resolution was formed. Larry
DeLong, Joseph Sheperd, David
Campbell and Glen White will be
members of this task force.

Linda Wasilkoff

European Youth to
Get Together

The youth and young adults of UCG-
Germany are inviting all young people
of the European congregations to their
third European get-together.

The event takes place in the scenic
Eifel region, close to the city of Cologne.
The Eifel is home to historic sites rang-
ing from old Tudor-style farmhouses to
impressive castles. The city of Mecher-
nich with its nearby quaint villages offers
avariety of possibilities to make the stay
both enjoyable and relaxing.

The venue for the activity is a former
grammar school complex that has been
converted into a youth hostel. The school
offers many sports facilities, such as a
regulation-size football field, basketball
and volleyball courts and a recreation
hall with table soccer and table tennis. A
fireplace and barbecue area are also
available. The house offers 42 beds with
nice bedrooms, new bathrooms, adining
hall and several meeting rooms.

The arrival date is Thursday, July 7,
providing an entire day of activities on
Friday. The Dormagen congregation will
join the group for church services and a
barbecue on the Sabbath. The weekend
will end on Sunday, July 10, after break-
fast. Those who schedule a return flight
in the late afternoon or early evening on
Sunday would have the opportunity to
visit Cologne with its famous cathedral.

The fee for the summer weekend
would be 25 euros per person for lodg-
ing. Food and drinks at the school are
provided by UCG-Germany.

If you are interested in attending,
please contact Jesmina Allaoua by e-
mail atjesmina@compuserve.com, by
telephone at +49-228-9454636 or by fax
at+49-228-9454637.

Canadian Camp
Planned

For summer 2005 a youth camp is
being planned for Charleston Lake,
Ontario, a 3/2-hour drive east of Toron-
to. The park has group campsites, canoe
rentals, hiking trails and islands to
explore. The camp could offer ecology
identification, leadership programs, pho-
tography, journalism, wilderness skills
and good fun in the summer sun.

Campers from ages 13 to 19, along
with staff from 18 to 30 and older adults
with skills, will be welcome. The activi-
ty will last four or five days in July or mid
August. For further information you are
welcome to contact Ed van Pelt by e-
mail (ed_van_pelt@ucg.ca) or by phone
at the Toronto office at (800) 338-7779
(within Canada) or (905) 876-9966.

Graemme Marshall

For the first time, the United Church
of God-Germany will advertise on the
Internet to promote the Gute Nachricht-
en (German Good News) magazine. The
first banner ad will be placed with a
Christian Web site in Germany, and var-
ious search engines like google.de are
under consideration for testing.

Barbara Hoffken from Berlin, who
also does the Web design for the Gute
Nachrichten Web site, has prepared five
variations of the banner ads now under
consideration for the test. All five ads ask
the question “What will the future
bring?” The third ad answers with the
Gute Nachrichten subtitle, “Answers for
today and tomorrow.”

Good Works
Project Launched
for Nigeria

The church in Nigeria would like to
send 10 campers and two chaperones to
the summer camp in Ghana. The cost of
the project is $3,000 and will include
obtaining passports (or other travel doc-
uments), transportation, food and a little
pocket money for the campers.

The members in Nigeria are some-
what scattered and sending the youth to
camp in Ghana, where there are many
more young people, is a great opportu-
nity for fellowship.

If you are interested in raising funds
for this project, contact Tom Kirkpatrick
(tom_kirkpatrick @ucg.org).

All Canadian Elders
Meet Dec. 5

For the first time in over five years, all
the ministers and wives from coast to
coast in Canada were invited to attend a
ministerial conference. Attendance in
Toronto was 100 percent of the ministry,
with a total of 22 elders (including
Richard Pinelli from the home office).

From Victoria on the west coast to
Newfoundland on the east, those attend-
ing were: Joseph and Bobbie Shepherd,
Lorne and June Davies, David Palmer
(his wife, Ghyslaine, was the only wife
unable to attend), Rainer and Claudia
Salomaa, Garry and Anne Poffenroth,
Larry and Maureen DeLong, Glen and
Connie White, Robert and Valerie
Berendt, Richard and Heather Berendt,
Daniel and Fern Berendt, Bruce and
Donna Bird, Lloyd and Helen Teetaert,
Garry and Emmie Lucas, Anthony and
Linda Wasilkoff, Sixto and Jocelyn Yap,
George Carter, Michael and Leonilda
Caputo, Richard and Mary Pinelli,

See “International,” page 4
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Good News Circulation Around the World

Country/Territory Eng
Albania

Algeria............. 13
Andorra...............
Angola.............. 2

Antigua & Barbuda ... 9
Argentma

Bangladééﬁ ..........
Barbados

Czech Republic
Dem. Rep. of Congo . .
Denmark
Dominica
Dominican Republic . .
Ecuador.............
Egypt..........o...
El Salvador
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia...........
leand

Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana. . .
Gibraltar
Greece.............
Grenada............
Guadeloupe. ..........

Guinea. . ...
Guyana
Haiti. ......

Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica

Laos.......

Libya......
Lithuania. . .

Macao

Malawi
Malaysia . . .
Mali

Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
Morocco
Myanmar. . .
Namibia. . . .

Nicaragua . .
Niue Island .
Norway
Oman......
Pakistan. . . .
Panama
Peru

Poland

Country/Territory Eng

Guatemala. . .

Honduras. . ..
Hong Kong.. ..

Luxembourg
Macedonia . .
Madagascar. . .

Martinique . .
Mauritius. . . .

..... 1,106
Netherlands Antilles . . 6

Netherlands .

New Caledonia. . ..... 1
New Zealand

Nigeria.. ...

Country/Territory Eng

Trinidad &

Tobago ........ 1,724
Tunisia.............. 1
Turkey............. 20

United Arab
Emirates

United Kingdom. . 2,943 . ...

United States. ... ... 312,736.1...

Uruguay..............
1,114 U.S. Virgin Islands. . 400
...... 6 Vanuatu............11.
...... 1 Venezuela ...........7
1,405 Vietnam............ 21 .
.. 186 Yemen.............. 1
5,191 Zambia ........... 728
...... 3 Zimbabwe . ...... 1,603
TOTALS 399,807

Span.=Spanish

46. .

Portugal............ e
Qatar ............... 5
Romania ........... 35
Russia ............. 42 |
Rwanda............. 3.
Samoa .............. 1
San Marino. ............
Saudi Arabia. ....... 48 |.
Senegal ............. 1
Serbia-Montenegro .
Seychelles........... .
SierraLeone......... 2

..2,953

584 4,022 3,035 16,658 424,106

Includes all language editions and versions as of December 2004.
Eng.=English; Fren.=French; Ger.=German; Ital.=Italian;

“International,” continued from
page 3

Joseph and Mary Moulton, Graemme
and Lynn Marshall, Gary and June
Steeves and David and Blanche Smith.

David Campbell (council member)
and Dennis and Paula Horlick also
attended.

The theme was “Edifying the
Church,” and all of the work done by
the presenters was given with the inten-
tion of helping all become better min-
isters. Richard Pinelli spoke on the
need to “Pass the Baton” to the

younger generation and discussed how
the experienced ministers can mentor
the younger men.

Other topics presented at the confer-
ence were: “Loving the Brethren,” “Sen-
sitive Matters,” “Ministerial Responsi-
bilities,” “Spiritual Insight,” “Being
Involved in the National Conference”
and “Accountability.” There was also
time for questions and answers.

“We are acutely aware of the shortage
of ministers and pastors in the churches,”
said Robert Berendt, part of the Canadi-
an Ministerial Services Team that
planned the conference. “We have laid

some plans and are working towards the
purpose of filling that need. It is vital that
we all ask the Lord of the Harvest for
added laborers and to continue to do our
part as members and ministers to make
God’s Church a loving, warm and
friendly place to be.”

First British TV
Interview Jan. 10

The first one-hour interview on Sky
676, Revelation TV, is planned for

Jan. 10. World in Focus is presented
on weekdays between 9 and 10 p.m.
by Howard Conder, who has devoted
much of his time and resources to pro-
viding practical Christian programs
that are often interactive or include
phone-in sections. The TV station has
a limited amount of video streaming
and may be viewed at www.Revela-
tionTV.com. There will be a repeat on
Sky 247 on Jan. 17 from 8 to 9 p.m.
Barry Thornton, a longtime Church
of God member, was asked to partic-
ipate by the presenter because he had
phoned several times with interesting

comments. Barry invited Peter
Hawkins to participate after meeting
at the Winchester Feast site in 2004.

This program, the first of six
monthly appearances, will focus on
how the Bible is validated by many
historical events showing fulfilled
prophecy.

United Church of God-British Isles
will be able to offer literature and give
details of its Web site for viewers to
access further information about the
Church. Prayers for God’s inspiration
on the interviews would be much
appreciated.
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great deal of documentation and manu-
scripts that piece together the events of
our early history.

Mr. Holladay suggested a six-part
outline:

1. The history could begin with the
establishing of the regional pastor struc-
ture in 1993. As doctrinal changes were
introduced, it was the regional pastors
who attempted to reconcile the differ-
ences with Church leadership and
worked to find a way to maintain the
integrity of God’s truth.

2. The planning meetings at the Indi-
anapolis Holiday Inn, drawing on the
recollections and notes of those who par-
ticipated.

3. The Indianapolis conference itself.
The form of church government that was
proposed; why two different ideas of
church government came out of the con-
ference.

4. The work of the transitional board.

5. The development of the Church’s
founding documents.

6. How central organization and local
congregations were intended to relate
and work together.

These chapters of the history of Unit-
ed could be developed in serial form and
published in United News. It may take a
couple of years to complete the series,
which could eventually be published as
abook.

Mr. Kilough suggested that inter-
views be videotaped for use in the future.
Mr. Holladay commented that a video
could be produced that would relate a

short history of United and could be
shown to visitors to the home office.

M. Kilough suggested that an accu-
rate history is very meaningful and help-
ful, but a revisionist history is not. Mr.
Holladay emphasized that this would be
a positive way to communicate what
United is about, what we stand for, who
we are and that the Church came into
existence based on biblical and ethical
principles.

Mario Seiglie proposed a resolution
for the Council to commission Victor
Kubik to select a Council-approved
team to collect, organize and record a
chronology of events that led to the for-
mation of UCG. The resolution was
passed by unanimous consent.

Education Priorities

Mr. Holladay then gave the Council
an update on the status of the Church’s
member and ministerial education pro-
gram. He commented that an effort is
underway to develop a five-year plan,
which would be reviewed and updated
annually. Mr. Holladay proposed that in
the January-February time frame each
year there be meetings or teleconfer-
ences with those who work in this area
to determine the needs and set priorities
for the coming year. That timing would
allow for the education projects to be
included in the budget-planning cycle.

Recent discussions have centered on
the need to reach the hearts of members
and to motivate them to further person-
al growth. As an organization, we tend to
be good at putting out a great deal of
information—but we need to reach

members on a more personal level.

Mr. Holladay reviewed the four edu-
cation modules and plans for each. The
following list highlights some of the top-
ics under consideration.

General Education:

e Schedule two or three
seminars/educational videos on subjects
such as marriage, covenants and the
intertestamental years.

* Record audio of all major ABC
classes and distribute to congregations.

* Schedule three education seminars
for possible use at the Feast.

* Record special sermons addressing
topics such as the calendar, observing
the Sabbath and sacred names.

* Continue to work on issues identi-
fied by the Race Relations Committee.

Youth Education:

* Conduct one face-to-face youth
education team conference each year
and three teleconferences to discuss pro-
gram needs and plans.

e Develop young adult education
resources for regional and family week-
ends.

Ministerial Education:

« Continue developing the “Relevan-
cy in Preaching Project” through Minis-
terial Quarterly articles and seminars on
sermon preparation and delivery.

* Provide additional articles in Min-
isterial Quarterly on people skills.

Focused Education:

* The team is considering presenta-
tions on alcohol and substance abuse,
homosexuality, physical/sexual/emo-
tional abuse, dysfunctional marriage and
family issues, addictive behaviors.

President Gives Growth Statistics and Home Office Update

Mr. Holladay cited several statistics that show the growth
and impact of the Church’s work. He reported that the fall
Holy Day offerings showed a 3.8 percent increase over last
year. He also pointed out that in the last three years there has
been an 87 percent increase in donors (from 3,249 to 6,047)
and a 79 percent increase in coworkers (from 1,476 t0 2,635).

In addition, the Church’s primary Web site has shown a
strong and steady increase in traffic. There were about:

¢ 212,000 visitors in June.

* 244,000 in August.

* 278,000 in September.

* 283,300 in October.

¢ 303,000 in November.

Efforts to communicate electronically with readers, sub-
scribers and members continue. E-mail updates are sent peri-
odically to 11,009 Good News subscribers. In addition 9,682
receive e-mails that provide information on Web site updates.
The member update e-mail subscription list stands at 8,130.

In the last 12 months the mail room staff has sent 425,568
pieces of literature from the home office, a27 percent increase
over last year.

Five newly produced advertising brochures will soon be
available for supermarket displays and distribution by mem-
bership. Each brochure advertises a booklet and also offers a
Good News subscription. The brochures are inexpensive to
print and are short, easy to read and designed to stimulate
interest on a particular subject—following the concept of
“first-contact” literature. Samples have been sent to pastors.

M. Holladay reported that the youth camp team met at the
home office at the end of October. Last summer marked our
10th year of United Youth Camps. In 2004 there were more
than 800 campers, supported by nearly 400 staff members.

One of the major topics of discussion at the meetings was
how to better serve and train our young adults and keep them
involved in the Church. With that in mind, Challenger I camp
in Arizona is being offered for the first time this winter. The
camp uses the venue of rock-climbing to help our young
adults grow in confidence and skills, while also using the
experience to encourage personal and spiritual growth.

Mr. Holladay discussed the possibility of including an

Ambassador Bible Center scholarship fund in next fiscal
year’s budget to assist international students in attending the
program. He pointed out that the need for trained leaders is
just as urgent in international areas as in the United States
and that ABC can help provide training.

As of the time of the Council meetings, 43 students had
been accepted for the 2005 ABC session. The theme for this
year will be “Living the Truth”—with emphasis on not only
learning, but applying the truth of God’s way to life.

Mr. Holladay listed a number of projects under way at the
home office:

* The writing of job descriptions and performance evalu-
ations of office staff is under way and will be completed by
May.

* Several meetings were conducted to develop a retire-
ment policy.

* A communication and public relations strategy is being
developed and a public relations firm has been selected.

* The Winter Family Weekend in Louisville, Kentucky,
promises to be a great success. At that point members had
reserved more than 500 hotel rooms. The month of Decem-
ber offers quite a variety of opportunities for young adults
and families, including not only the Louisville Family Week-
end but also the Northwest Weekend in Oregon, the winter
camp in Wisconsin and the Challenger camp in Arizona.

* The special fund for development of a media center at
the home office has reached its goal of $150,000. Construc-
tion can begin in January, assuming that an analysis deter-
mines that income, expense and budget projections are sta-
ble.

* An Editorial Review Board was established by Council
resolution in August 1999. We are considering how to utilize
the review board. On Jan. 19, 2005, managing editors for The
Good News and several other publications will meet at the
home office to coordinate their efforts and the editorial direc-
tion of our publications.

* Thereis aneed for continued development of the process
for reconciliation of conflicts within the Church. Effort will
be made to improve our efforts and add further steps to help
make conflict resolution and reconciliation more successful.

ABC Expansion Not
Feasible at This Time

Mr. Thompson summarized a report
by Gary Antion and Ralph Levy on the
feasibility of expanding the Ambassador
Bible Center program. Options that were
considered include ABC becoming a
two-year biblical studies program, a
two-year junior college and a seminary
program.

The conclusion of the study is that at
this point none of those options is viable.
ABC students commented that they
could not take two years away from their
other studies and careers for ABC. All
of the options would require additional
facilities and faculty, which are beyond
the Church’s financial resources. An
accredited seminary program may
require agreement to and teaching of
certain mainstream Christian doctrines.
In addition, accreditation is not offered
to an institution such as ABC, which
offers a diploma or certificate instead of
adegree.

Dr. Levy commented that while it is
not feasible at this time to expand the
ABC program, we still have the funda-
mental problem that a seven-month pro-
gram doesn’t provide the kind of atmos-
phere and long-term learning experience
that Ambassador College offered. He
suggested that we should revisit the
question of expanding ABC at some
point in the future.

Godly Leadership Task Force

Mr. Thompson led the Council
through a page-by-page review of the
Godly Leadership Task Force report.
Council members had received a copy
of the report prior to the meetings. Mr.
Thompson pointed out a few edits that
had been offered by the Education and

Ministerial Services Committee.

After discussing the document, Mr.
Thompson presented a resolution,
which was approved unanimously by
the Council, which remanded the report
proposals to the administration for
implementation as it deems appropriate,
and that the Godly Leadership Task
Force continue to develop material as
requested by the administration.

Doctrine Committee Update

Mr. Franks began by providing the
Council with a four-page “Doctrinal
Update” summarizing the committee’s
current activities and plans.

 Two study papers on the calendar
have been reviewed. Each paper offers a
different perspective on the question of
how to determine the beginning of a
month. Mr. Franks reviewed with the
Council the papers and the letters of
response to each. A third lengthy paper
on the calendar has also been submitted.
Mr. Franks will prepare a response and
send a copy to the Doctrine Committee.

e The Doctrine Committee has
reviewed the latest draft of the study
paper on interracial marriage. Robert
Dick will incorporate the final edits and
prepare a draft for review and approval
at the February meetings.

* The study paper on the nature of
God and Christ is nearing completion.
Bill Bradford has incorporated new
material and the comments and edits
from the last Council review and sub-
mitted a new draft, a summary of which
was provided to the Council. Mr. Franks
will prepare a final draft for Council
approval at the February meetings.

e The Doctrine Committee has
reviewed the latest draft of the study
paper on the role of women in the

Ministerial Services Reports Increasing
Attendance, Surveys Challenges

Richard Pinelli’s report focused on this year’s Feast of Tabernacles. He com-
mented that God blessed us just before and during the Feast by steering two hur-
ricanes away from our sites in Panama City Beach, Florida, and Jekyll Island,

Georgia.

Mr. Pinelli summarized that the total of the number of shut-ins who received
audiotapes plus those who attended a Feast site was a record 20,487—a 3.7 per-
centincrease over 2003. This reflects a 30 percent increase in attendance over the
last six years. He stated that some of this year’s increase came from those who
attended the UCG sites because nearby non-UCG sites were damaged by the
storms. He also mentioned other reports that some from other organizations were
attending a United Feast site for the first time. For example, a non-UCG congre-
gation of about 35, for the first time, attended the Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin,

site.

A replacement site for Hagerstown, Maryland, will be announced within the

next several weeks.

He also pointed out that there is a slow but steady and healthy growth in Sab-

bath and Holy Day attendance.

At the regional pastors meeting, held earlier in December, plans were finalized
for three-day regional elders conferences, which will begin in March 2005.

The regional pastors also discussed issues that challenge both the membership
and elders. In a poll taken just before the meetings, pastors identified the follow-
ing as the major issues challenging the Church:

* Members with an independent spirit or philosophy.

* Doctrinal differences within the Church and membership.

* Members with a “lukewarm attitude.”

* Members trusting information they find on the Internet more than what they

hear from the Church.

* Members who have difficulty with Church government.

« Evangelism and who should evangelize.

* Poor health and aging congregations.

e Church attendance and those who “float” between organizations.

The top issues among pastors were identified as training of future pastors, how
United is or should be governed, pastoral workloads, pastoral transfers, morale
of the ministry and in the Church, health issues and retirement concerns.
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Church of God, prepared by a task force
appointed by Ministerial Services. The
Council was provided a copy of the
paper as it was submitted by the task
force. The Doctrine Committee has sug-
gested restructuring the paper by sepa-
rating the doctrinal study from the exec-
utive summary and the
recommendations. The committee plans
to consider edits and suggestions from
the Council review of the paper and pro-
vide a final draft for approval at the Feb-
ruary meetings.

¢ The Doctrine Committee reviewed
over 300 letters written by the Personal
Correspondence  Department — and
returned 16 to be rewritten to correct
doctrinal issues and concerns. In addi-
tion, committee members will review
two other new PCD letters (one on 2
Corinthians 6:14 and the other about the
Septuagint) and make recommendations
prior to the meetings in February.

e The Doctrine Committee was
asked to consider whether it is appropri-
ate to replace Sabbath services with
seminars. Rather than writing a letter or
statement on this specific matter, the
committee recommended that this ques-
tion should be included in a broader dis-
cussion on the appropriate observance
of the Sabbath.

* The Doctrine Committee reviewed
three papers on various prophetic topics
and the calendar submitted by individu-
als who are not members of United. The
committee has already responded to two
of these individuals regarding papers
they submitted previously. They do not
accept our answers or explanations. The
committee does not feel compelled to
continue to take its time to address the
same issue raised by people who simply
want to argue their point of view.

» Committee member Mario Seiglie
will respond to a question from a mem-
ber on the subject of voting.

In response to a request made by sev-
eral members of the General Confer-
ence, Mr. Franks put forward a Council
resolution to allow additional time for

input from elders before a study paper is
approved in its final form. The resolu-
tion was passed unanimously.

Doctrine Committee member Leon
Walker pointed out that the purpose of
study papers is not to introduce doctrinal
change, but to explain and provide fur-
ther research on doctrines that are
already current Church teachings. We
don’t anticipate the introduction of new
doctrine through this process.

Evangelism Study Paper

Doug Horchak, Council member and
chairman of the Evangelism Task Force,
reviewed the status of the study paper.
He pointed out that while evangelism
may not initially appear to be a high pro-
file topic, it has a great deal to do with the
practical application of Jesus’ mandate
to the Church to “preach the gospel.”

Some have expressed concern that
we need to finish this study so we can
get on with the work of the Church,
assuming that if we’re studying the sub-
ject, we must be confused about how to
preach the gospel. In truth, the Church
continues to evangelize, as it has done
for decades. The Church today is the
fruit of the evangelistic work of the
Church. The purpose for this study
came from the Council’s desire to bib-
lically establish our beliefs and practice
of evangelism. This is the first time the
Church has put an effort into a focused
biblical study on this topic.

In the past four months Mr. Horchak
stated he has received substantive input
from several members of the Council
and others have offered more general
comments. He said he looks forward to
a review of the paper by the GCE, per
the resolution passed earlier. Mr. Hor-
chak emphasized that it’s more impor-
tant to do the paper carefully than to pro-
duce it quickly, and that continuing to
develop it is not causing the Church to
delay any of its work of preaching the
gospel.

Mr. Horchak reviewed definitions of
terms and suggested use of terminolo-

www.ucg.org/reprints.
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Media and Communications Services
Report Shows Growth, Opportunities

Peter Eddington provided the Council with a review of some of the ongoing
efforts of the media and communications activities. He opened his presentation
by distributing samples of two new collections of reprint articles bound in a mag-
azine format. These reprints on “Marriage and Family” and “Successful Parent-
ing” are available in this format since they are requested frequently. He pointed
out that dozens of reprints are available for download on the Web at

He shared with the Council the exciting news about airing Good News radio
on XM satellite radio (see article, page 1). He pointed out that we are now
printing over 30,000 copies of World News and Prophecy and 17,000 copies
of Vertical Thought (up 240 percent in one year!). See more statistics on pages

Mr. Eddington reported that best-selling author Hope Egan has asked per-
mission to publish United’s list of clean and unclean meats in her new book titled
Holy Cow! What the Bible Says About Eating Meat. She also asked David Trey-
big, UCG pastor and author of the Church’s booklet What Does the Bible Teach
About Clean and Unclean Meats?, to write a back-cover endorsement for the
book. After reading the manuscript, Mr. Treybig agreed to do so.

Beginning in February 2003, the Church will send audio sermons on CDs in
MP3 format rather than cassette tapes. Those receiving the tapes were sent a let-
ter explaining the change. Members who don’t already have a CD player that
plays both regular CDs and MP3 CDs will need to purchase one. Ambassador
Bible Center classes on the General Epistles and the books of Daniel and Reve-
lation will be sent this week to church libraries on MP3 CD instead of audiotape.
In addition, within the next year or so sermons videotapes will be produced and
distributed on DVD. These new processes will significantly reduce both dupli-
cating and mailing costs, and will increase the quality.

gy that resulted from the conclusions
of the paper.

He requested that Council members
complete their review of the paper so
there can be agreement on the paper’s
conclusions and the understanding of
scriptures cited. Clyde Kilough volun-
teered to incorporate comments from
Council members and write the final
draft of the paper for review by the
Doctrine Committee. The plan is for the
paper to be in its final form for Council
approval at the February 2005 meet-
ings. It would then be available for all
elders to review and give their input
before it is released in final form.

2005 GCE Planning

Following lunch, Robert Dick chaired
a discussion on planning details for the
2005 Annual Meeting of the General
Conference of Elders, scheduled for
May 14-16, 2005. Dave Register, chair-
man of the GCE meeting planning task
force, joined the Council meeting via
telephone. On behalf of the task force,
Mr. Register was seeking Council
approval of workshop topics and the
selection of the keynote speaker for the
conference.

The task force provided a list of four
men for Council consideration for
keynote speaker. The Council decided
to take up the matter in executive session
and will communicate the decision to
M. Register.

The task force also presented a list of
10 90-minute workshop subjects and
presenters for each. The Council was
asked to reduce this list to eight, each of
which would be offered twice during the
day on May 16. The Council reduced the
list to nine and suggested that the task
force select two of those nine to be
scheduled one time, instead of twice.

Mr. Walker asked the Council to con-
sider a change in the order of events on
Sunday, May 15. He suggested that the
balloting take place in the morning
rather than in the afternoon. The rest of
the presentations would then follow, as
originally scheduled. The Council
agreed that this change would not impact
elders who ballot by mail and would not
make it more difficult for elders who lis-
ten via telephone connections in differ-
ent time zones to hear the rest of the pre-
sentations.

Balloting early in the day would also
make it possible to select from a wider
range of men to make presentations,
since it is Council policy to not have a
man who is up for Council election
make a presentation before the voting
takes place.

The decision to make the change in
the schedule was approved by the Coun-
cil in an opinion poll, in which seven
agreed they would like to see the order
changed and five expressed no prefer-
ence either way.

Joel Meeker suggested that an addi-
tional question-and-answer session be
added to the program. He pointed out
that in the interest of staying connected
to our roots and maintaining a sense of
Church history, there be a Q&A session
with senior pastors—men who have
served in the ministry for many decades.
Mr. Register responded that the idea
seemed workable and he will discuss it
with the task force in their next telecon-
ference.

On another scheduling matter, Peter
Eddington pointed out that since there
will not be an all-day editorial meeting
preceding the conference, the meeting
of international elders could be sched-
uled on May 13 instead of May 12, sav-
ing one day of lodging and meal
expense. Mr. Kilough agreed, and asked
Mr. Walker to coordinate the meetings
and agenda for the international repre-
sentatives.

In its final action of the day, the
Council turned its attention to five
amendments to the constitution and
bylaws proposed to be voted on by the
GCE in the May 2005 annual meeting.
Three of these dealt with amendments
to the amendment process itself. For
details of the Council action, see the full
reports for Dec. 10 and the teleconfer-
ences Dec. 20 and 31 on the Web at
www.ucg.org/about/council/updates.htm.

Refining the
Communications Strategy

Mr. Holladay reviewed a Council res-
olution passed on May 17, 1999, which
stated that the president is the official pri-
mary spokesman for the Church and that
a public relations consultant would be
hired to assist the Council in formulating
apublic relations strategy. Mr. Snyder, of
the MEK Group in Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, has been contracted to serve as a
public relations consultant. Over the last
couple of months Mr. Snyder has met
several times with Mr. Holladay, Mr.
Kubik, Mr. Pinelli, Mr. Eddington and
Matthew Fenchel to provide assistance
in developing an approach and strategy
for communications both within and
outside of the Church.

In his presentation Mr. Snyder
advised the Council on various aspects
of communications and public relations.
He emphasized that the Council should
develop more specific overall commu-
nications policies and empower the
administration to carry them out. Mr.
Snyder’s presentation focused on the
Church’s efforts to communicate its
message to the public as well as com-
munications with members so that crit-
ical information can be distributed in a
timely and honest way.

In regard to communicating the
gospel message, Mr. Snyder suggested
that the Church’s message needs to be
presented in a way that is relevant and
practical rather than abstract. The
Church, he said, needs to understand the
market segments—particularly how
people want to receive information—
and the media that are effective in com-
municating with each, tailoring the mes-
sage content to each audience segment
so that they receive it in a way they pre-
fer and thus can better potentially under-
stand it.

He commented that when people
come into contact with United, every
experience should be positive, with a
real basis in fact. They should feel “invit-
ed” and welcome. Their response to the
Church should bring an immediate
“reward”—such as highly relevant liter-
ature, a personalized letter or e-mail or a
personal note from a minister thanking
them for attending services—the reward
ultimately being that the information
they receive and the relationship they
may form with United actually improves
their quality of life.

Mr. Snyder urged that United News
should be filled with positive news
about events and activities in the
Church and how it is directly fulfilling
its mission. He said that reading
accounts about positive and factual
achievements validates membership
and rewards commitment. If there is
“bad news,” members expect to be
informed. Members look to the leaders
to deal with the issues and to be proac-
tive, timely and honest in addressing
critical issues, good or bad.

Mr. Snyder stated he would be send-
ing Mr. Holladay a written report and
analysis and would be available for fur-
ther consultation. The Council members
expressed their appreciation to Mr. Sny-
der and their desire to have further dis-
cussion with him on these subjects after
they have had time to consider his pre-
sentation and report.

U.S. Employee Retirement
Policy

Mr. Holladay introduced a document
that specifies a proposed retirement pol-
icy for U.S. employees. The purposes of
the document are to summarize the phi-
losophy, approach and procedures for
transition into retirement and to provide
employees with information about
retirement benefits.

The policy statement is based on the
work completed by the Retirement Task
Force, commissioned by Mr. Holladay
and chaired by Britt Taylor. The policy
incorporates the task force’s recom-
mendations and was developed by Mr.
Holladay, Mr. Pinelli, Dr. Kirkpatrick,
Mr. Fenchel, Larry Darden and Chris
Anderson.

Mr. Holladay emphasized, and the
policy itself makes it clear, that this is
not a defined benefit program. The pol-
icy is not a guarantee of benefits, but
reflects the Church’s intent to provide
assistance for retired employees. The
policy spells out the responsibilities of
the Church and the employee who is
planning for retirement and procedures
leading to retirement. It also specifies
the financial responsibility of the
employee in preparing for retirement
and the Church’s willingness to provide
financial assistance where there is need.
It also details health and life insurance
benefits.

After reviewing the policy state-
ment, the Council prepared a resolu-
tion for its adoption, which passed
unanimously.

Feast Video Plans

Mr. Eddington reported that feed-
back from members on the video ser-
mon shown at this year’s Feast of
Tabernacles has been favorable.

The initial plan for next year is to
highlight the Church in South Africa,
Malawi and Zambia. Mr. Eddington
asked Council members to consider the
theme of the message and who the
speaker(s) will be for the 2005 Feast
message. Plans will be finalized and
presented to the Council in the Febru-
ary 2005 meetings.

After executive sessions Sunday
afternoon and Monday morning, the
meeting officially adjourned Dec. 13.

For full Council reports, see
www.ucg.org/about/council/updates.htm
on the Church’s Web site. un
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From the Word

Counting Pentecost When the First Day of Unleavened Bread Falls on Sunday

The following article gives
more details for those who
would like an in-depth
answer to this question.

by Jim Franks

Controversy over the correct date for
Pentecost has been around for a long
time. The first-century historian Jose-
phus records disagreements between
the Pharisees and Sadducees of his day.

This year there is an additional con-
troversy concerning the date for Pente-
cost. Some have suggested that the
United Church of God will be keeping
the festival a week too early by begin-
ning the count on the wrong day.

Passover for this year falls on the Sab-
bath, April 23, and is observed Friday
evening, April 22. The First Day of
Unleavened Bread will be observed on
Sunday, April 24. Pentecost will be
observed 50 days later on Sunday, June
12

In order to arrive at the date of June
12, you must begin the 50-day count on
the first Sunday after Passover, which
willalso be the First Day of Unleavened
Bread. Some question whether this is the
proper method for counting the 50 days.
It has been suggested by some that we
should wait until the following Sunday
to begin the count. This would place the
wave sheaf completely outside the Days
of Unleavened Bread, and it would pro-
duce a June 19 Pentecost instead of the
June 12 date. Which is correct and why?

We must begin with a very basic prin-
ciple regarding sacrifices as they relate to
the Sabbath and the Holy Days. We
know from the biblical and historical
record that whenever Passover fell on
the Sabbath, there was no prohibition
against offering the required Passover
sacrifices on that day. Under the Old
Covenant, in fact, sacrifices were
offered every Sabbath. There were spe-
cial sacrifices offered on each of the
Holy Days. Also, Jews circumcised
their sons on the eighth day after they
were born, even if the eighth day fell on
a Sabbath or a Holy Day. Considering
these facts, there is no biblical or prac-
tical prohibition against the waving of
the wave sheaf on an annual Holy Day.

In years when the Passover falls on
the weekly Sabbath and Unleavened
Bread begins on Sunday, members
remove the leavening from their homes
before sunset on the 14th. In reality,
during such years there would be eight
days without leavening instead of the
normal seven. We begin the count for
Pentecost on the First Holy Day (a Sun-
day), because we believe this is the cor-
rect day for the wave sheaf.

Itis recorded in history that the Phar-
isees considered Nisan 16 as the cor-
rect day for the wave sheaf no matter
what day of the week they observed the
Passover. The Jewish community today
follows the Pharisaic count and always

Q&A: Counting Pentecost in 2005 Summary

Q. Why is Pentecost on June 12 in 2005, instead of on June 197 The latter date appears to be seven weeks from the

Days of Unleavened Bread, and the earlier date seems to be a week too early.

A. The instruction for counting Pentecost is found in Leviticus 23:15-16. It tells us to count 50 days from the day after

the Sabbath (the Sunday) that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Normally, the task of counting is straightforward. However, when the Days of Unleavened Bread begin on the first
day of the week and end on the weekly Sabbath, the Sabbath and the day after it do not both fall during the festival. There
are conceivably two ways to count Pentecost in this circumstance—begin counting from the first Holy Day, or, begin

counting from the day after the last Holy Day.

‘Which way is correct? Thankfully, there is a scriptural example that answers this question. In the year described in
Joshua 5, the Unleavened Bread festival began on the first day of the week, just as it does in 2005. In verses 11 and 12,
we find that the Israelites ate of the spring harvest on the day after the Passover, something they could not do until the
wave-sheaf offering had been made (Leviticus 23:9-14). The wave sheaf, an offering taken from the spring crop before
harvesting was allowed to begin, was offered on the same day from which Pentecost was to be counted (Leviticus 23:15).

The only way for the scene described in Joshua 5:11-12 to take place was that the wave sheaf was offered on the first
Holy Day of Unleavened Bread, allowing the Israelites to begin eating the spring crop immediately. It also meant that

Pentecost fell seven weeks from that day.

This example shows us how to calculate Pentecost in a year when the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins on the first
day of the week and ends on the weekly Sabbath, as it does in 2005 (and did in 2001 when this “Q&A” previously ran).

That is why we know that Pentecost falls on June 12 in 2005.

This is not a new teaching, but continues the teaching of the Church for the last three decades, which was confirmed
by a thorough study commissioned by the Council of Elders that resulted in the study paper, “Pentecost and Its Obser-
vance.” This paper was sent to all elders in September 1997 and is posted on the Web at www.ucg.org/papers.

For those who have more complex questions and who desire more detailed answers than the above summary can supply,

please see the accompanying article.

Cecil E Maranville

arrives at the set date of Sivan 6 for the
Feast of Weeks (Pentecost).

The Sadducees argued that the “mor-
row” after the Sabbath in Leviticus
23:11 (KJV) meant that the wave sheaf
occurred on Sunday during the Days of
Unleavened Bread, which would pro-
duce a floating date for Pentecost. In
the years when the First Day of Unleav-
ened Bread fell on Sunday, some
believe the Sadducees delayed the
count for a whole week until the first
Sunday affer the Days of Unleavened
Bread. Others believe the Sadducees
always used the Sunday that fell during
the Feast even if that Sunday was the
first Holy Day. Here are a couple of
sources that support this latter under-
standing:

 “The Sadducees celebrated it [Pen-
tecost] on the fiftieth day (inclusive reck-
oning) from the first Sunday after
Passover (taking the ‘sabbath’ of Lv. xxi-
ii.15 to be the weekly sabbath); their
reckoning regulated the public obser-
vance so long as the Temple stood . . ”
(New Bible Dictionary, article “Pente-
cost).

¢ “The Sadducees offered the Sheaf
on the Sunday inside the Passover
week ... And, while [the Book of]
Jubilees held that the offering of the
Sheaf was celebrated on the first Sunday
outside the Passover week, the Sad-
ducees celebrated it on the Sunday
inside the Passover week” (J.B. Segal,
The Hebrew Passover; 1963, pages 248-
249).

This approach assures that the wave
sheaf is always offered on Sunday and
thatitis always offered within the Days
of Unleavened Bread. This requires that
if the First Day of Unleavened Bread is
a Sunday, it will also be the day of the

wave-sheaf offering. We believe this is
the correct understanding for counting
the days to Pentecost.

Joshua 5 and the Wave
Sheaf

Leviticus 23:14 prohibits eating any
of the spring harvest until the offering
of the wave sheaf. “You shall eat neither
bread nor parched grain nor fresh grain
until the same day that you have
brought an offering to your God; it shall
be a statute forever throughout your
generations in all your dwellings.”

In Joshua 5:11-12 we find that the
Israelites did eat of the spring harvest
when they entered the land of Canaan
on the day after the Passover.

“And they ate of the produce of the
land on the day after the Passover,
unleavened bread and parched grain, on
the very same day. Then the manna
ceased on the day after they had eaten
the produce of the land; and the children
of Israel no longer had manna, but they
ate the food of the land of Canaan that
year.”

The King James translation adds the
word old before the word corn. “And
they did eat of the old corn of the land
on the morrow after the passover,
unleavened cakes, and parched corn in
the selfsame day” (KJV).

The word old is not in the original
Hebrew. The ASV (American Standard
Version), RSV (Revised Standard Ver-
sion), BBE (Bible in Basic English),
WEB (World English Bible) and the
NKIJV (New King James Version) use
the phrase “produce of the land.”

The addition of the word old
implies that the produce of the land
was not involved, but rather grain from
aprevious harvest. Yet this word is not

in the original Hebrew text. There-
fore, we have no compelling evidence
to reject the most logical answer—
that the Israelites were eating of the
current harvest of the land on the day
after the Passover. By accepting this
understanding, we see that the wave
sheaf and the first day of the count for
Pentecost would take place on the same
day—Sunday, the First Day of Unleav-
ened Bread.

The wording of Leviticus 23:14 and
Joshua 5:11 is also significant. Notice
the identical wording in these two sec-
tions of Scripture: “...eat neither
bread nor parched grain nor fresh
grain” (Leviticus 23:14) and they ate
“unleavened bread and parched grain”
(Joshua 5:11). This would appear to be
aclear reference to the same event—in
one case acommand not to eat bread or
parched grain until after the wave sheaf,
and in the other case a verification that
they had eaten bread and parched grain
on the day after the Passover upon
entering the land of Canaan.

The Pharisees interpret the eating of
the produce in Joshua 5:11-12 as taking
place on the 16th of Abib (the day after
the First Holy Day). To arrive at this
conclusion they must interpret the word
Passover in verse 11 to be referring to
the First Holy Day, otherwise they are
missing a day in between Passover (the
14th) and eating the produce of the land
on the 16th (by their interpretation). Of
course there is evidence that the Phar-
isees considered the 15th to be both the
Passover (held in the evening) and the
First Day of Unleavened Bread. There-
fore they could reason that the day after
the Passover would also be the 16th. Yet
Scripture clearly states that the
Israelites ate of the produce of the land

on the day after the Passover, which
according to Numbers 33:3 would be
the 15th day of the first month and not
the 16th.

In Joshua 5:10 we read, “Now the
children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and
kept the Passover on the fourteenth day
of the month at twilight on the plains of
Jericho.”

The date prescribed by Scripture for
the Passover is the 14th day of the first
month (Leviticus 23:5: “On the four-
teenth day of the first month at twilight
is the LorD’s Passover”). Verses 11 and
12 of Joshua 5 are discussing the next
day, which can only be the First Day of
Unleavened Bread, the 15th day of the
first month (Leviticus 23:6: “And on the
fifteenth day of the same month is the
Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD;
seven days you must eat unleavened
bread”).

‘When the scriptures are put together,
we see the following series of events
taking place:

Passover is observed at Gilgal,
Abib 14—This would be a Sabbath
day in Joshua 5 since the Israelites ate
of the “produce of the land” on the “day
after the Passover.” Leviticus 23:14
requires that no produce be eaten until
after the wave sheaf, and the wave sheaf
is offered on the “morrow after the Sab-
bath,” hence the conclusion that the
Passover in Joshua 5 was on the week-
ly Sabbath.

Day after the Passover, Abib 15—
Numbers 33:3 proves that the “day after
the Passover” is the 15th day of the
month (“.. . on the fifteenth day of the
first month; on the day after the
Passover . . ”). The wave sheafis offered
on a Sunday. These two events must
occur on the same day—the offering of
the wave sheaf and the eating of the pro-
duce.

Therefore, the 15th day of the first
month is both the First Day of Unleav-
ened Bread and the Sunday of the wave
sheaf in Joshua 5. This becomes the
biblical precedent for starting the Pen-
tecost count on the First Day of Unleav-
ened Bread whenever the Passover falls
on the Sabbath, rather than waiting until
after the Days of Unleavened Bread.

New Testament Evidence

The New Testament offers little
explicit information on how to count
Pentecost. Luke 6:1 contains the
obscure and controversial Greek term
deuteroprotos. In Thayer’s Greek-Eng-
lish Lexicon of the New Testament we
read this definition of the word:

“1) second-first; 2) the second of the
first Sabbaths after the feast of the
Passover.”

The term is translated in the New
King James Version in this manner:
“Now it happened on the second Sab-
bath after the first that He went through
the grainfields. And His disciples
plucked the heads of grain and ate
them, rubbing them in their hands.”
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Since this is the only place where this
term can be found in the Scriptures, it is
very difficult if not impossible to know
conclusively how it should be translated.
Some scholars consider this term as an
indication of the counting of the Sab-
baths between the Passover and the
Feast of Pentecost. It is possible that this
verse contains evidence of controversy
between the Pharisees and the Sad-
ducees in the first-century community
on the counting of Pentecost when the
First Day of Unleavened Bread fell on a
Sunday. But one cannot know conclu-
sively that this is the intent of the term.
(See the United Church of God study
paper “Pentecost and Its Observance”
for the various possibilities in explain-
ing this verse—www.ucg.org/papers.)

‘We do find in the New Testament that
Jesus Christ ascended to the Father on
the Sunday during Unleavened Bread
and by that act became our wave sheaf.

When Mary first came into contact
with the resurrected Christ on Sunday
during Unleavened Bread we read:
“Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for
Tam not yet ascended to my Father: but
go to my brethren, and say unto them,
ascend unto my Father, and your Father;

and to my God, and your God” (John
20:17,KJV).

Later that same day, they held Him by
the feet and worshipped Him. Notice
Matthew 28:9 (KJV): “And as they went
to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met
them, saying, All hail. And they came
and held him by the feet, and wor-
shipped him.” All this took place on Sun-
day during the Days of Unleavened
Bread.

The fact that Christ’s ascension to the
Father, which fulfilled the wave-sheaf
offering, occurred on Sunday helps
show that the Pharisees’ position (that
the wave sheaf should be offered on the
day after the annual Sabbath) was incor-
rect. In the year of Christ’s crucifixion,
the First Day of Unleavened Bread
would have been on Thursday and thus,
according to the Pharisees’ view, the
wave sheaf should have been offered on
the next day, Friday.

Conclusion

When all the scriptures are consid-
ered, we see that there is no evidence
to prove that we must wait until after
Unleavened Bread is past to begin the
count for Pentecost in any year. We

agree with the Sadducees that the term
Sabbath in Leviticus 23:11 is a weekly
Sabbath and not the annual Sabbath.
We also agree that the count for Pente-
cost should always begin on a Sunday
and that the Sunday should always fall
during the Days of Unleavened Bread.

In addition, we reject the Pharisees’
and the current Jewish insistence that
the wave sheaf always occur on the
16th day of the month, since Leviticus
23:15 requires counting from the
“morrow after the Sabbath.”

Our conclusion is that in years when
the Passover falls on the Sabbath, we
should begin the count for Pentecost
on the First Day of Unleavened Bread.
The following is a summary of the
most important facts:

1. Leviticus 23:14 requires that
none of the spring barley harvest be
eaten until after the wave sheaf has
been waved. There is nothing in this
statement that would exclude the pro-
duce eaten by the Israelites after enter-
ing Canaan in Joshua 5. Some believe
that the wave sheaf should be on the
Sunday after the Days of Unleavened
Bread whenever Passover falls on the
Sabbath. It is our view that the appro-

priate date for the wave sheaf is the
Sunday during the Days of Unleav-
ened Bread even when that date is the
First Day of Unleavened Bread.

2. Joshua 5:10-12 describes the
Israelites entering the land of Canaan.
We are told that they ate of the “pro-
duce of the land” on the day after the
Passover. The day after the Passover
is the First Day of Unleavened Bread
(Numbers 33:3), the 15th day of the
first month.

3. When the only Sunday during
Unleavened Bread is also the First
Day of Unleavened Bread, there is no
scriptural reason to conclude that the
wave sheaf would be waved on anoth-
er Sunday outside the festival. This
would add an unnecessary delay to the
beginning of the barley harvest. We
know that the festivals of Passover and
Unleavened Bread are intimately con-
nected to the spring harvest, both
physically and spiritually. To postpone
the beginning of the barley harvest
until after these two festivals have end-
ed makes little sense when we under-
stand the spiritual significance of the
spring harvest.

4. Jesus Christ was resurrected at

the end of the Sabbath, three days and
three nights after His burial. He
ascended to the Father as the ultimate
fulfillment of the wave sheaf on the
Sunday during the Days of Unleav-
ened Bread. This marked the begin-
ning of the spiritual harvest of the first-
fruits.

5. The Feast of Pentecost this year
(2005) will be observed correctly on
Sunday, June 12. The count is as fol-
lows:

Sunday, April 24, 2005 (First Day
of Unleavened Bread)—Day 1

Sunday, May 1, 2005—Day 8

Sunday, May 8, 2005—Day 15

Sunday, May 15, 2005—Day 22

Sunday, May 22, 2005—Day 29

Sunday, May 29, 2005—Day 36

Sunday, June 5, 2005—Day 43

Sunday, June 12, 2005—Day 50

So Sunday, June 12, is the 50th day
from the “morrow after the Sabbath”
during the Days of Unleavened Bread.
The key day here is the “morrow,”
which is always on Sunday and always
during the Days of Unleavened Bread.
This fits the biblical evidence and
coincides with the example of Jesus
Christ, the true Wave Sheaf. un

Lessons From the Church Cookbook

by Janel Johnson

Leaving services, I anxiously awaited
opening my beautiful new Church cook-
book, the labor of love for the Good
‘Works Program. I didn’t realize it would
also be immeasurably full of food for
thought.

Within only a few page turns, contri-
butions appeared from a sister in Cana-
da, then El Salvador, Zambia, South
Africa and Australia. Having met some
of these contributors by living in and
traveling to these far away places, I was
reminded of the apostle Paul’s state-
ment: “The body is not one member but
many” (1 Corinthians 12:14).

Attempting these new recipes will
help me to remember my international
family since we have been baptized into
one body and we all drink one Spirit
(verse 13). Mixing these contributions
with a heaping measure of reflective
effort will insure learning the lesson to
remember all those who make up our
household of faith.

Revealed within several pages are the
creative traditions that families have
developed for preserving God’s precious
Sabbath and Holy Days. How invigo-
rating to be part of such an enthusiastic
group committed to taking God’s direc-
tives of Deuteronomy 6 seriously. This
conviction encourages everyone to learn
the lesson that we must work hard to
continue to build a strong legacy for our
Church family’s heritage.

Onamuch lighter note, the cookbook
reveals that we love chocolate but we
don’t care much for fish!

Even with editing, mistakes happen.
While they can be annoying, who
among us hasn’t made them? It only
takes a moment of self-evaluation to put
this into perspective. Printing mistakes
can also give us an opportunity to laugh
at ourselves. Enjoy them! Then reflect

upon how life’s intense daily pressures
nullify our sense of humor. It’s healthy
to laugh—not at others and their mis-
fortunes—but at ourselves and our fre-
quent human failings. Laughter’s bene-
fit can’t be measured in tablespoons,
ounces or any metric equivalent, butitis
vital to the recipe of life.

Another lesson from the cookbook is
to reflect upon those who have died in
the faith. The kindness, generosity and
thoughtfulness of those who submitted
recipes in someone’s memory are
among the signs of love within the Body
(John 13:35).

Regrettably, I neglected to submit
Flornia’s “Beef and Green Bean Casse-
role” and “Peanut Butter Pie” that 15
years ago charmed my [then] teenaged
son. With each preparation of her
recipes, I celebrate the memory of her
loving commitment to our local congre-
gation.

Preparing these recipes gives us
opportunity to reflect upon those who
have touched our lives. Our cookbook
reminds us that, “It is not how many
years we live, but what we do with
them.” What a wonderful way to toast
the gallery of the faithful who have gone
before us.

Suggestions

Hoping to apply these lessons, I've
resolved to do something more than
cooking. Will you join me?

* When choosing a recipe from the
cookbook, take a minute to offer a prayer
to God for the person who submitted the
recipe. Thank Him for that brother or sis-
ter in the faith and ask Him to surround
him or her with His loving kindness.

* Pray for the success of the Good
Works Program, that God will bless its
effectiveness. Be thankful that you had
apartin helping someone less fortunate.

* With the preparation of each recipe,

be thankful that we live with abundant
blessings and that we have the options of
good food and clean water for our meals.

* Be thankful for God’s faithfulness
to us. Remember that the Kingdom we
seek is not one of food and drink, but of
righteousness, peace and joy (Romans
14:17). It is our Father’s good pleasure
to give this to us (Luke 12:32) and to sat-
isfy us with His goodness (Jeremiah
31:14).

All cookbook contributors—whether
men or women, whether local or inter-
national—are heirs together in this won-

derful calling. We
are bound together,
stirring one another
to good works. Sea-
soned by God’s
grace, we learn to
serve Him with
reverence and fear
(Hebrews 12:28).
Needing His
sustenance, we share spiritual
meals with Him and with one another in
attitudes of sincerity and service. “Cook-
ing” together, convinced of the ultimate

meal—the marriage supper
with the Lamb—and com-
mitted to its preparation, we
become the result of a well-
constructed recipe within
the pages of the cookbook.
Flavors blending, with aro-
mas like bowls of incense,
we are sweetness to God.
What can be more satisfying
to the people of God than
knowing we have pleased Him?

It's amazing what you can learn from
a cookbook, isn’t it? Bon appétit! un

How the Cookbook Fund-Raiser Came to Be

by Reba Walker

Just how does a fund-raiser for the
Good Works Program get started? The
driving force for a successful project is
afierce desire to help others who are in
need. Much energy, work and time are
involved—after the idea has been
researched, discussed and finally
selected and approved.

There are many noteworthy exam-
ples of successful fund-raisers held
over the years in the United Church of
God. This article focuses on the recent
outstanding cookbook fund-raiser pro-
ject.

After the Good Works Program was
created by the Council of Elders as an
arm of the Church to channel the efforts
of members to help other members,
there was great interest in the program.
One of the interested people was Belin-
da McCloud. Belinda and her husband,
Greg, are graduates of the first class of
ABC. Greg is in charge of facilities
maintenance and other functions at the
home office, and they attend the Cincin-
nati (Ohio) East congregation.

Belinda had been instrumental in the
very successful drive a few years ago to
collect white shirts for school children
south of the U.S. border, as well as a
number of other humanitarian projects.

Belinda began to discuss ideas of
how to raise money and to get many
people involved. Through many dis-
cussions with friends, the cookbook
idea was brought up, information
sought, discussed with other friends
and finally taken to Tom Kirkpatrick,
Good Works Program coordinator, for
his approval. He, of course, needed
concrete information, numbers, cost,
etc. This was when the real work
began.

Research as to a publisher, size of
book, number of recipes to be includ-
ed and a myriad of details too long to
list all had to be checked. After pre-
senting the pertinent information and
discussing it further with Dr. Kirk-
patrick, the green light to go ahead was
given.

The work of soliciting recipes from
around the world began. The response
was overwhelming. Belinda said that

in her wildest imagination she never
thought so many men and women
from around the world would desire
to share a recipe and participate in the
project.

Sorting, categorizing and typing the
hundreds of recipes was a monumen-
tal task and help came from many vol-
unteers from the Cincinnati East con-
gregation. Then it was time to move on
to the decisions regarding the type of
binding, the cover and the number of
books to be ordered. After much dis-
cussion, counsel and talk with the pub-
lisher, the final decisions were made
and the order given to the printer.

I think that after seeing the final out-
come, we all agree that the hours of
labor contributed by so many with
Belinda’s oversight produced a beau-
tiful cookbook and was a very suc-
cessful fund-raiser! To quote Dr. Kirk-
patrick, “It certainly surpassed my
expectations!”

Do you have the next winning com-
bination for another successful mon-
eymaker for the Good Works Pro-
gram? UN
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Encouragement—A Powerful Parenting Tool

This issue we focus on a
foundational parenting
principle—a priceless gift
we can give our children
that pays great dividends.

by Britton M. Taylor

It is said that our childhood experi-
ences shape us into the adults we
become.

As adults, we can look back on many
factors and events that have had
tremendous influences on us. In this
article, I will focus on one item that has
had a positive impact on my personal-
ity and approach to life. As a parent of
three myself, I hope this article will
prove helpful for other parents who
have the incredible challenge of rear-
ing one of God’s most precious and
wonderful gifts—our children.

It is wonderful yet sobering to bring
a child into the world. For parents to
give life to a human being that is born
in their own image is an amazing bless-
ing. The new mom and dad want only
the best for their child. What can we do
to help ensure that our children devel-
op into the positive, productive adults
that we hope they will become?

Encouragement is one of the greatest
things we can give to our children. This
is second only to our leading them in
the sacred truth of God and demon-
strating our sincere love for them. I
believe that giving them proper encour-
agement greatly influences their
approach to life and their interaction
with others. Encouragement, or lack
thereof, impacts their feelings of self-
worth more than any other single factor
in their lives.

Positive Parents

As T reflect upon my relationship
with my father, I vividly remember how
he always smiled at me the first time I
saw him each day. As the day pro-
gressed, and depending on what I was
doing, his smile sometimes left and was
replaced by a look of indifference or
maybe even a frown. As a new day
began, however, he always gave me a
warm smile that made me feel appreci-
ated.

One summer I remember him intro-
ducing me to his coworkers at a com-
pany picnic by saying, “I want you to
meet my son.” Just the way he said it
felt so good. In looking back, perhaps
without knowing it, my dad gave me
the encouragement I needed. Though

he is no longer with us, I have nothing
but positive feelings about my dad.

My mother always told my two sis-
ters and me that we could accomplish
anything that we set our minds to
accomplish; that we were just as smart
and capable as any of our friends at
school, in the neighborhood or at
church. All we had to do was apply our-
selves and we would succeed. To my
parents’ credit, I never felt beaten down
or discouraged. I always felt that they
loved and appreciated me and that they
wanted me to be happy and to succeed
in life.

The Professionals Say

Professionals in the field of parenting
have long understood the need for par-
ents to encourage their child. Notice
what they say:

* Christina Raley, editor of Momto-
mom.com, a positive parenting Web
site, says, “Perhaps nothing is more
critical to your child’s development
than developing his or her self-esteem.
This is a product of ‘unconditional
love” and it is accomplished through
encouragement, affirmation and appre-
ciation of the unique qualities of your
child.”

e In his book, Children: The Chal-
lenge, Rudolf Dreikurs reminds us that
“children need encouragement like a
plant needs water.”

* The poem “Children Learn What
They Live” contains these gems: “If a
child lives with encouragement, he
learns confidence” and “If a child lives
with praise, he learns to appreciate.”

* Douglas Cowan, Ph.D., in his arti-
cle, “Classic Parenting: Encourage-
ment, Praise, Acceptance, and Respon-
sibility,” wrote, “Encouragement
comes when you focus on your child’s
assets and strengths in order to build
his/her self-confidence. It comes from
seeing the positive.”

As we can see, the professionals
emphasize the importance of giving
encouragement to our children.
Encouragement is a pure form of posi-
tive feedback. It is encouraging for chil-
dren to hear from the individuals they
love most, their parents, that they are
loved and appreciated. It is encouraging
to hear their mom or dad say they are
proud of their efforts.

A Pastor’s Experience
Unfortunately, many adults did not
receive this type of encouragement
from their parents when they were chil-
dren. As a church pastor, I cannot

remember how many times I have
counseled individuals over the past 32
years who have told me how difficult
their childhood was. Their parents nev-
er encouraged them; in fact, it seemed
their mother or father only talked down
to them and said negative or critical
things. It seemed they could never
please their parents. So many could not
remember ever hearing a positive or
encouraging word from their parents.
Thave counseled so many adults who
have told me how their mom or dad had
verbally beaten them down. Their par-
ents made them feel worthless and that
they could not accomplish anything.

They only had their faults pointed out
to them. They were never encouraged.
Even though many years had passed
since their formative childhood, you
could still see the hurt and downtrod-
den look in their eyes.

Parents should not treat their children
this way. Take the time to praise them
when they do right. Most of us have
probably worked for bosses whose
only personal communication with us
was when we messed up. We only
heard the negative. We were never told
we were doing a good job.

Individuals who only criticize will
typically defend this approach by say-
ing, “Well, if I don’t say anything, then
that means you are doing OK.” This
approach really won’t cut it, especially
when we are rearing children—our
most prized possession.

A Sad Story

Several years ago I spoke with a man
in his 70s. Through tears he told me he
loved his wife and children, but he
could never tell them. I had known his
family for many years and personally
knew that he had not encouraged his
children. It “just wasn’t in him” to be
able to express love or encouragement.

Some of you reading this article may
have a similar background where giv-
ing encouragement is not in your

nature. You never received it
from your parents and you can’t seem
to give it to your children either.

Thankfully we have the Holy Spirit
within us that can lead us to change. At
our baptism our “old man” was cruci-
fied with Christ. We became a new cre-
ation. Most of us have made dramatic
changes in our lives. We can change in
this area too, if we ask God for His help
and if we try.

A good friend of mine in the min-
istry, fellow pastor Vic Kubik, once told
me, “When encouragement is given, it
should be encouraging to the individ-
ual who is receiving the encourage-
ment.” Encouragement is for the other
person’s good.

For some helpful tips on how to give
encouragement to your child and some
specific positive statements you can
use, see the sidebars below.

Scriptures
We know that our Heavenly Father
loves us and encourages us. Notice

Mothers and fathers have tremendous power to encourage or discourage
their children—with long-lasting effects (photos: Corbis)

these four scriptures and see how God
expresses His love to us through ongo-
ing encouragement:

e Isaiah 41:10: “T will strengthen
you, yes, I will help you, I will uphold
you with My righteous right hand.”

* Psalm 55:22: “Cast your burden
on the LorD, and He shall sustain you.”

¢ Joshua 1:9: “Do not be afraid, nor
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is
with you wherever you go.”

* Hebrews 13:5: “T will never leave
you nor forsake you.”

Remember

“Children need encouragement like
a plant needs water.”

As parents, let’s be sure to take
advantage of this powerful parenting
tool. Together, we should set our hearts
on a course of encouraging our most
prized possession—our little ones giv-
en to us by our Father in heaven. un

Britton M. Taylor is pastor of the Fort
Worth and Coleman, Texas, congrega-
tions.

appreciated and loved.

Ways We Can Give Encouragement
to Our Children

¢ Look for opportunities, large and small, to tell your child through word and action that you are proud of him or her.
‘We must correct when needed, but strive to eliminate unnecessary negative comments.
¢ Smile often at your child! This simple effort sends the message to your child that he or she makes you happy and is

e Catch your child being good. Don’t just take the position that he or she is supposed to be good. Let your child know
that you noticed him or her being good. This is not only an excellent way to encourage appropriate behavior, but it also
boosts a child’s self-esteem to know that he or she is doing something right and you appreciate it.

 Don’t overlook the opportunities to give a pat on the back, a quick squeeze or an arm around their shoulder. These
are sure ways to demonstrate your approval and encouragement.

Specific Positive Statements

Here are specific positive statements that you can incorporate in dealing with
your children. Realize though that children can see through insincerity. They
don’t like hypocrisy. They want a “straight shooter.”

Your encouragement must be sincere. If it is not, it will “ring hollow” over
time. You must be sincere or these comments will not reap the rich reward they
can produce. Never use these messages sarcastically or you will damage their
effectiveness and your child won’t trust you when you mean them. Use them
often, whenever they are appropriate.

 Tknew you could do it!

* You’re doing a great job!

* I’'m proud of the way you are sticking to this!

e Tknow this is hard; you’re really working at it!

* You’ve made a lot of progress!

* Thanks for picking up those books. You are such a big helper! I really
appreciate it!

e Itwas very nice of you to help the younger boy today; I'm really proud of
you!

Children thrive on positive attention. Children need to feel loved and appre-
ciated. Unfortunately, many parents find it is easier to provide negative feed-
back than positive feedback.
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Casting Out Fear and
Inner Torment

“Love has been perfected among us
in this: that we may have boldness in
the day of judgment . . . There is no fear
in love; but perfect love casts out fear,
because fear involves torment” (1 John
4:17-18). That word “love” is agape.

Why are there some who are baptized
who still experience doubts about their
baptism and thus have inner torment? Usually it is
because they have never really felt “accepted” at
home, in school or in the Church. These are all real
feelings some people have. They must be under-
stood and overcome.

‘We may also have the notion that nothing we can
dois good enough for God and that He has so much
glory and power that He surely would not have time
for us. These thoughts stir up concerns, doubts and
fears. How can we come before God with the bold-
ness spoken of in Hebrews 4:16 when we are rid-
dled with such doubts? The answer is that we real-
ly cannot, and so we need to tackle those doubts.

Understanding what and who God is will help us
greatly. Knowing Him as a loving and forgiving
Father does help us comprehend the meaning of
agape love. That is what He is. Anyone who is a
parent understands the strong and almost unrea-
sonable love parents have for their children. God
has much more love for us than any parent.

Italways boils down to trusting God and believ-
ing Him. Another way of thinking about this is that
we need to have faith. Faith is hope that exists even
when things seem unclear and impossible. Know-
ing God is a key to having faith.

God did not intend us to have torment and He
has developed His plan of salvation, which is
designed to remove that burden. If we experience
great doubts about God and His love for us, it will
affect out prayers and our spiritual lives. We will

tend to pray with less confidence and begin to
believe God does not hear our prayers.

God took great pains to ensure that the suffering,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ were all care-
fully documented. He wants us to have confidence
in that gift of life that He offers.

He has taken the responsibility of calling to

; repentance those who He sees will
listen and obey. He cleanses us
with the blood of Christ and
gives His Holy Spirit to be our
constant reminder that we are

our names in His book of

life. God has done every-

thing that He can possibly do

to reassure us of His love and

forgiveness. He has taken

the steps to erase human inner
torment, and the rest is up to us.

‘We need to display and develop faith and trustin
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We need to confront
our fears and understand how events of the past
have left us scarred. We need to learn to love God.
‘When we struggle with all of that and truly put our
noses to the grindstone, we will find that inner tor-
ment will be a thing of the past.

‘We can then boldly come into His presence, walk
with confidence and hold the hand of our loving
Father, just as a child trustingly holds the hand of
his or her parent. God is the greatest, the best, the
most loving parent of all time. Jesus says, “Come
to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and
I'will give you rest.” Come, and your inner torment
will flee.

<

Bob Berendt

But for the Grace of God

Last night a2-year-old child died in the next sub-
urb. As we watched TV we were vaguely aware of
a background noise of wailing sirens, then on the
early morning radio we heard the news.

A grandfather pulled his car into the roadside to
let a bicycle pass, before turning into his driveway.
The driver of the car behind became angry, and
insults were exchanged over a faulty taillight. As
the family got out of the grandfather’s car, now
parked on their driveway, the enraged second dri-

Turning the Hearts
It Takes Two

(Matthew 19:4-6).

called marriage.

Jesus Christ replied to the questioning Pharisees, “Have you not read . . . For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and be joined to his wife; and
the two shall become one flesh? So then, they are no longer two but one flesh”

There is a very important lesson in this verse. Marriage takes two! Two peo-
ple of the opposite sex are joined together as one in that wonderful institution

One of the greatest blessings children may receive from parents is to be reared in the presence of a
happy marriage. Understanding and using this important key will help any married couple to grow in
their marital relationship.

The Scriptures are clear that the husband is the top authority in the family according to the bibli-
cal model. The husband is ultimately responsible for the family and its success or failure. God
inspired Paul to write, “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head
of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just
as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything” (Ephesians
5:22-24).

But how should the husband be the head of the wife? Does this mean that marriage is only for the
husband to fulfill his desires? Shouldn’t both the husband and the wife make decisions that affect the
marriage jointly? Should either mate be in a marriage only to fulfill his or her own personal desires and
needs?

Since the Bible designates the husband as the head, he must be especially careful that he does not
function on his own with little or no consideration for his wife (and family). Paul was inspired to con-
tinue, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Eph-
esians 5:25).

Tolove one’s wife, there needs to be outgoing concern for her and her feelings. The husband should-
n’t discount her thoughts and input in major decisions that affect her and the family.

‘We'll cover more on this important subject next issue.

Gary E. Antion

ver turned and sped into the back of it. Unfortu-
nately the 2-year-old, by now between the two cars,
was crushed, and died a few hours later.

My heart goes out to the parents. They will be
enduring agonies of grief, despair, remembrance,
remorse, picking up the child’s toys, holding his
clothes, yearning desperately to turn back the clock
and once more hold him in their arms.

What of the second driver? It’s easy to condemn
him, to vilify him, but he too is probably experi-
encing some of the same emotions, wishing he also
could turn back the clock, undo this dreadful unin-
tended consequence, wondering how he can live
with the result of his road rage, still hardly able to
comprehend the outcome of his fury and lack of
control . ..

I agonize for him. I've never killed a child, but
certainly at times my temper horrifies me, and in a
similar way it’s usually over such trivial occur-
rences.

licensed casinos. Even churches have bingo games
and raffles.

But is gambling approved by God? What does
the Bible say? The Teen Bible Study Discussion
Guide on “Gambling” leads readers through 11
passages and 24 questions to discern what God’s
mind is on the subject.

The passages covered are: Haggai 2:8, Psalm
50:10; Psalm 24:1; Deuteronomy 8:18; Luke 16:1-
2, 10-13; 1 Timothy 6:9-10; Ephesians 5:5;
Matthew 7:12; Romans 13:10; Philippians 2:3-4;
and Ephesians 4:28.

Sample questions include:

« Are we stewards of what God has given us?

* Do good stewards waste the wealth with which
they were entrusted?

« Is gambling ever wasteful? Is it risky? What
are the chances, say, of winning a state lottery?
‘Would a good steward gamble?

* Does gambling ever become addictive?

One day I waited patiently in a crowded
carpark while a driver pulled out. Before I
could drive in, some smartypants young
man rapidly took the space, jumped out and
was gone, leaving me to wait for someone
else to leave. The charitable thing to do was
to believe he had not known anyone was
waiting, but I didn’t feel at all charitable, T
felt murderous.

‘We are all victims of the society in which
we live, resenting the constant rush and
speed, the lack of control we have over many

* Does gambling
promote lust for
money?

« Can desire for
“easy money”” have
spiritual effects?

* Does gambling
take from others
without giving any-
thing in return?

* Does gambling
create wealth? Or

aspects of our lives. It gets to us, doesn’t it? T know
that if I don’t allow myself plenty of time to get to
my destination, I'm inclined to take risks, cut cor-
ners, and sometimes those corners have been too
close for comfort. If a disaster occurs, whose is the
responsibility? All too often we blame the traffic,
the lights, any of the circumstances surrounding us.
Isn’t the onus really on us?

Itall starts in the brain—the thoughts. Once they
are out of control, watch out (James 1:19-20;
Proverbs 29:22; Ephesians 4:26). Even the tongue
is only secondary to what the mind is dwelling on
(James 3:8). And all too often we fail to discipline
and rule our thinking (Ephesians 4:31), and the
anger, the bitterness, the resentment grows and
flourishes. We feed on it and, without intention, it
erupts into heedless action or speech.

And then, suddenly, it’s too late to make amends.
‘We have hit out, physically or verbally, caused an
injury, or broken a relationship, all because we
failed to govern our thoughts.

We yearn to turn back the clock and start again,
to erase the consequences of our words or actions.
But thatis impossible, and it’s at such times we real-
ize how very desperately we need the fruit of God’s
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23), that crucifying of
the flesh with its affections and lusts, and its replace-
ment with God’s thinking.

So, to return to the incident with which I started
this article, there but for the grace of God go I. Only
God’s mind in me can stop me from acting on the
same impulses that led to the second driver’s
actions, the results of which are irreversible. I am
indicted of guilt as surely as he is, and as sorely in
need of God’s grace.

Muriel Hacker

This article previously appeared in the April-
June 2004 United News Australia.

Bible Study Summary:
Gambling

Gambling is becoming prevalent in the United
States, Britain, Australia and other nations (see the
excellent article, “The Growing Menace of Gam-
bling” in the December 2004 World News and
Prophecy).

Besides horse racing and private betting on sports
contests and cards, many states have lotteries and

does it just change the possessor of it?
For more, see www.ucg.org/teenstudy/gam-
bling.htm.

Take the Time to Show
You Care: Be a Good
Listener

Have you ever been talking with someone about
some trials that were pulling you down, only to have
the person look away and then interrupt you to talk
about a totally unrelated subject? The person tuned
out!

Have we ever done this ourselves? I have to ask
myself, Dol listen to others intently and make them
feel that at that time nothing else matters but them?
Oram I too busy focusing on my own world? How
can I improve?

Even while Jesus was going through His great-
est trial, hanging on the cross, He took the time to
show care for His mother, to pray for His enemies,
to care for the men hanging on the cross beside
Him. We must take the time to serve our neighbors
first, before self. “Let no one seek his own, but each
one the other’s well-being” (1 Corinthians 10:24).

A favorite song of mine is sung by a young man,
Josh Groban. It’s called “You Raise Me Up!”

“When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary/
‘When troubles come and my heart burdened be/
Then, I am still and wait here in the silence/ Until
you come and sit awhile with me.

“You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains/
You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas/ I am
strong, when I am on your shoulders/ You raise me
up . .. to more than I can be.”

These are words that we should fulfill with one
another. How can we make sure that no one goes
away from us feeling empty and discouraged?

1. Put your trials, activities and concerns aside
and listen to your brother or sister.

2. Keep eye contact. Looking away makes it
seem you are not interested in what is being said.

3. Don’t allow interruptions.

4. Follow up! Go back to the person and ask how
he or she is doing.

‘When I was going through a trial a few months
ago, a minister friend called and left a message on
my voice mail at work. He said, “I just called to see
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how you are.” This happened in May and I still have
noterased that message. Why? Because he took the
time to call and care, which was music to my ears.
Maybe you can’t solve other people’s problems,
but many times people just want to know that you
care and you are with them throughout their trial.
God has called us to be encouragers. It takes sac-
rifice and putting our needs aside to do this. Are you
helping people to walk on stormy seas? For a time
it may require holding them on your shoulders so
they can become strong. Take the time to show you
truly care.
Janet Treadway
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

Ruth’s Decision

Does God give the stranger a “better” name
because He knows how much more the stranger
has to give up to follow Him (Isaiah 56:3-7)?

An excellent example of what the stranger has to
give up is given in the book of Ruth. Ruth left her
family, her native land and customs—everything
that was familiar to her—and went with her
mother-in-law to an unknown land to live among
people whom she must have suspected would hate
her (after all, she was a Moabite woman), all to fol-
low God.

““Look,’ said Naomi, ‘your sister-in-law is going
back to her people and her gods. Go back with her.’
But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to
turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and
where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my
people and your God my God™” (Ruth 1:15-16,
NIV).

I'know everyone focuses on the words, “Where
you go I will go,” but what about the words, “Your
people will be my people and your God my God™?
‘We can see in verse 15 that the other sister-in-law
had gone back to “her gods.” But Ruth made, at
some time, the decision to become a follower of the

God of Israel.

Ruth put her faith in God,
made her decision to turn
her back on the land of
Moab and followed a whole
new path, wherever that
would lead her, despite the
hardships or tragedies and
despite Naomi’s bitterness
of the moment.

God valued Ruth’s deci-
sion and faith, so much so that Ruth, a Moabite
woman, married Boaz and was counted in the direct
lineage of Jesus Christ.

Victoria E. Nelson
Los Angeles, California, congregation

Are You a Tree of Life?

Young and old alike, we in the Church of God
can sing from memory these words from our hym-
nal:

“He shall be a tree that grows, planted by the
riverside, which in season yields its fruit, green its
leaves abide.”

And therein lies a tremendous lesson for you and
me. From Genesis 2 to Revelation 22, God has
always wanted trees of life, bearing fruit.

Are you a tree of life? Am I? Are you a tree that
can withstand the heat and drought of the summer
or the cold and storms of winter? Are you bearing
firstfruits of God’s Spirit? Is your growth evident?
And can you nourish others by your fruit? Has your
time in the Church made you a tree of life?

From Genesis to Revelation, God inspired scores
of examples regarding trees. In the Old Testament,
trees were used for righteousness or sinning, for
feeding others or leading others to death. But we
don’t want to be a tree of death!

In the New Testament, Jesus found a fig tree

without fruit. He came looking for a fig. He was
hungry for a fig. But there were no figs on the tree.
Does Jesus look for fruit in you and me, only to be
disappointed?

In Luke 13, Jesus described an owner who
expected fruit for three years! So the owner told the
keeper to chop down the tree. Nevertheless, the gar-
dener went to bat for the tree,
asking for time to work ¥
with it, dig around it and = . T
dungit. Hewantedtoheal = ¥
the tree so it could
become fruitful. .

Does Jesus Christ ever
tell God the Father, “Let
Me work with so and so ©
longer?” I think so. Does the
ministry beseech God and Christ
in the same way because they
care so deeply for us? Absolutely!
Therefore, when we are pruned, and the ground
falls out from underneath us, and there seems to be
alot of dung around us, perhaps God is really try-
ing to work with us.

During our anniversary, Lynn and I came upon
an evergreen tree. Suddenly she said, “Look at the
needles!” The old darker parts were hard. But the
newer parts were lighter in color, soft and tender!

Am I atree of life to my family and friends? Do
I use tender words of praise, uplifting words of
encouragement, for my spouse, my children, my
Church friends, my associates? Even in correction
or instruction, am I kind? Am I soft and light, easi-
ly entreated? Or am I hard and dark, closed up, neg-
ative and complaining, carping on others?

Isaiah 61:3 says we are to become “trees of right-
eousness, the planting of the LORD, that He may be
glorified.” So when we become discouraged or are
feeling tempted to be dark, negative or sinful, let’s
remember these words from our hymnal: “He shall
be atree that grows, planted by the riverside, which
in season yields its fruit, green its leaves abide.”

John Fox
Salt Lake City, Utah, congregation

Overwhelmed? Take
Two Steps and Call God
in the Morning (and
Noon and Night)

The suffering represented by page after page of
prayer request updates can be overwhelming. Add
the suffering in our families, communities and
around the world seen in the news . . .

Thankfully we have hope of a better world to
come, and a responsibility to spread that hope.

But we’re such a small church, and it’s such a
big world. How can we reach our own communi-
ty, let alone Eastern Europe, the Middle East or
Asia?

Two steps can help us cope with these feelings
of being paralyzed by the enormity of it all:

1. Do what you can. Don’t let this list over-
whelm you, but why not pick at least one item to
start on this week (or come up with your own)?

e Send acard.

* Help with a Good Works or other fund-raiser.

 Get involved in member participation pro-
grams (check with your pastor or contact John
LaBissoniere john_labissoniere @ucg.org).

* Volunteer to help at services.

* Be hospitable—invite someone over for tea,
snacks and conversation, or a whole dinner if you
can.

« Speak often one with another, encouraging and
supporting our spiritual family.

 Write ashort article for “Treasure Digest,” try-
ing to solve the world’s problems in 400 words or
less.

You can’t do it all, but adding another candle

beats cursing (or being overwhelmed by) the dark-
ness.

2. Cast your cares on God (1 Peter 5:6-7). This
includes sighing and crying out to Him about the
troubles you see (Ezekiel 9:4) and urgently praying
for Christ’s return (Revelation 22:20). Christ
promises rest for the weary who come to Him
(Matthew 11:28-30). Remember, God is “able to
do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or

think” (Ephesians 3:20)—a sure cure for over-
whelming cares.

Mike Bennett

" Our Conversations
With God

“Dear Father, I need . ..” “Father, could you
please giveme .. .” “God, I want . . "

Is this how most of your prayers begin? I'm sor-
ry to say that it is how many of mine begin. We feel
that God is there and waiting to answer our every
request, and He is. Jesus said in Mark 11:24,
“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will
be yours” (NIV throughout). But should our
prayers only be requests for what God can do for
us and perhaps others? Our conversations with
God should be much deeper than that. In order to
get to know God better, we need to talk with Him
heart-to-heart.

If you had a friend or a relative who only called
you when he or she needed something, you proba-
bly would stop answering that person’s calls. Of
course, God is not like us. After the death of Moses,
God told Joshua in Joshua 1:5, “No one will be able
to stand up against you all the days of your life. As
I'was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will nev-
er leave you nor forsake you.”

We know that God is always there when we need
Him. But have you ever asked yourself, Am I there
when God needs me? Do we ever ask God what
He needs? This might seem like a silly question. Of
course, God doesn’t need anything from us, but
maybe He might want a few things from us.

Have you ever taken the time just to sit and talk
to God? God longs to hear from us. God misses the
time we spend with Him when we neglect talking

to Him in prayer. We all long to talk with those we
love after their death. Can you imagine that God
desires to hear their voices as well?

‘We have the opportunity now, while we are alive,
to talk to God. In Psalm 116:1-2 David states, “I
love the Lorb, for he heard my voice; he heard my
cry for mercy. Because he turned his ear to me, I will
call on him as long as I live.”

Just sit down and tell Him how you feel and what
has been happening in your life. We might say,
“God is God and He already knows what’s going
on with me.” Yet like a loving father, God wants to
hear from us, His children, even when He already
knows our needs.

Here are a couple of points to remember if you
are interested in improving your relationship with
our Heavenly Father. First, talk to Him. I don’t
mean just going down a list of your needs or even
the needs of others. Just start talking to Him. Tell
Him your hopes and dreams. Let Him know
about your joys and accomplishments, as well as
your wants and needs. Share your life with Him,
the good as well as the bad. You won’t be disap-
pointed.

Listen to Him. God wants to help us. He has
inspired the writing of an entire book, the Bible, to
help answer our questions. If you have a problem,
2o to your Bible concordance. Let’s say you have
aproblem with anger. I found over 20 scriptures in
my Bible relating to the subject. Are you afraid?
There were over 50 scriptural references concern-
ing fear! God has a lot to say to us, if we give Him
the chance.

Think of how you feel when your children call
or sit down with you and tell you what is going on
intheir lives. They may even ask how you are doing
or what has been happening in your life.

Doesn’tit make you feel good to know they are
concerned about you? How would you feel if they
only talked about what they needed or wanted?
Has your child ever asked for your advice? Aren’t
you glad that he or she wanted to come to you for
help? Do you wonder if this is how God might
feel?

So remember, the next time you talk with God,
ask Him how He’s doing. You may gain a whole
new perspective.

Debra Doss
Chattanooga, Tennessee, congregation

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Do You Believe Baptism Is Necessary?

When thousands of repentant Jews asked Peter and the other apostles how to act on their convic-
tions, Peter’s response was to the point: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).
The biblical record shows that the ministers baptized converts by immersing them in water (John
3:23). (Baptize is from the Greek word baptizo, which means “to immerse.”)

No one has the willpower to be a Christian; we all need the help of God’s Holy Spirit. And the way
He promised we’d receive it is through baptism. The Scriptures further reveal that God gives the Spir-
it through the laying on of hands and prayer by His ministry at baptism. The believer then becomes
part of the spiritual Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:13).

Symbol and Sign: Baptism is a reminder of several deep spiritual truths. It represents death, burial
and resurrection—both of Jesus and ourselves. Baptism shows that we accept the shed blood of Christ
for our sins and pictures the death of our former life in the baptismal grave.

As Jesus was resurrected a spirit being, our coming out of the grave—rising out of the baptismal
water—symbolizes our new Spirit-led life. Understanding the true meaning of repentance and con-
version lifts baptism to much more than just a symbol; it becomes a profound, life-changing event. Bap-
tism also reminds us of the promise of the believer’s future resurrection into the Kingdom of God.

Baptism is an outward sign of an inward change of heart and mind. Hebrews 9:14 tells us that
Jesus’ sacrifice, which we formally accept at baptism, “cleanse[s] your conscience from dead works
to serve the living God.” This means that, through repentance and baptism, we receive forgiveness and
no longer need to feel guilty for our past sins.

Jesus’ Example and Commission: Jesus Himself was baptized by John the Baptist (Matthew
3:13-17), not because He needed to be forgiven, but as an example for His disciples throughout all ages.

Jesus regarded the ceremony of baptism to be so important that He commissioned His Church to go
all over the world baptizing disciples who believe the gospel message. “Go therefore and make disci-
ples of all the nations,” He said, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that [ have commanded you . . ” (Matthew 28:19-20).

For More Information, read or request our free booklets Fundamental Beliefs (chapter on “Water
Baptism”) and Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion (www.ucg.org/booklets).
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Phoenix East
Enjoys Country
Fair

-

lady, drawings for door prizes and lots
of socializing, the
ladies were treated to
a Victorian tea, com-
plete with an authentic
Victorian discussing
the intricacies of the
lifestyle and customs
| of the proper Victori-
|| an lady. Adding to the
atmosphere of the tea,
most of the ladies pre-
sent had taken the
opportunity to com-
o plete their apparel for
the day with a vintage
hat. Some were very
Victorian; others were
hats that their mothers
had worn or hats that
had been designed by
the wearer.

The final presenta-
tion was titled “A Woman’s Legacy”
and was presented in three parts: “The
Source for the Success of Our Legacy”
given by DeLee Hargrove, “Founding
Mothers” by Judy Servidio and “Moth-
ering and Mentoring Your Grown Chil-
dren” by Melania Nutzman.

Yee haw! The Phoenix, Ari-
zona, East congregation’s Coun-

Sunny weather greeted the
Phoenix East congregation for their
Country Fair Dec. 12. Inset, the
Phoenix East pastor, John Elliott,
endures a speed shave (photos by
Steve Kennedy)

try Fair social on Dec. 12 went off with-
out a hitch. The sunny weather

tries get an adequate education, they
wanted to help. So in the fall of 2003,
they began “Pennies for Education”—
dropping pennies and other spare
change into a donation box each Sab-
bath.

In one year, the children raised about
$150. Quite a few adult members have
been very supportive of this and their
contributions brought the total to
$1,600. It has been a good experience
in further learning compassion and
generosity.

This year’s project is to raise money
to help pay for the training of an “assis-
tance dog,” a dog assigned to a handi-
capped person to give 24/7 help to that
person as well as provide good com-
panionship.

Edie Johnson

Columbus Hosts
Women'’s
Enrichment
Sabbath

A toothpick, a candy kiss, a magic
wand, colored pencils, a

couldn’t have been more perfect, with
temperatures in the 70s. About 90 peo-
ple moseyed on over and filled up on a
full chicken dinner with all the fixings.
They competed in no-hands pie eat-
ing contests, a toy search in the hay,
nail hammering races, two-man saw-
ing contests and shaving speed contests
with whipped cream and a spoon.
There was also a craft and baked goods
sale with the proceeds going toward the

Good Works Program.
Lorelei Nettles

Women'’s Conference attendees in
Munster, Indiana, display vintage
hats (photo by Connie Pflaum)

Eighty women came together and
helped to make the weekend a most
memorable and successful event.

Connie Pflaum and DeLee Hargrove

“More Than a
Pretty Face”
Conference Draws
Women From 10
States

Sedro-Woolley
Saves “Pennies for
Education”

The Women’s Workshop, a ladies
group in the Munster, Indiana, congre-
gation, sponsored a 2004 Women’s
Conference in November titled “More
Than a Pretty Face.” Women from 10
surrounding states attended the event.

The Sabbath service, preceding the

The Sedro-Woolley, Washington,
congregation recently donated $1,600
to LifeNets. When the children in the
Sabbath school classes heard how
LifeNets helped children in poor coun-

actual Sunday conference, was dedi-
cated to the ladies and followed by a
buffet dinner and an informal evening
of sharing talents, hobbies and social-
izing.

On Sunday, Nov. 14, the day started
at 8 a.m. with a continental breakfast
and registration. The morning includ-
ed a presentation by Janel Johnson
titled “Femininity or Sexuality—
‘Which?” Marian Sargent followed with
“A Votre Sante—to Your Health,” a dis-
cussion of the role of the woman in the
health of her family. Special music was

windshield, a coat of many
colors—and the Christian
life? These are just a few of
the things the 65 women
from eight congregations
were asked to consider at the
‘Women’s Enrichment Sab-
g bath held Nov. 13, 2004, in
Columbus, Ohio.

Marsha Horton, commit-
tee chair, acted as the moderator for the
day’s activities. Janel Johnson, from the
Canton and Mansfield, Ohio, congre-
gations, caught the group’s attention by
asking “Fairy tales can come true and it
can happen to you. Or can it?” She
demonstrated the impact modern fairy
tales have on our lives while emphasiz-
ing that choices have consequences.

Michelle Waterhouse from the
Columbus congregation presented
information on marking the Bible and
incorporating technology into the
process. Wendy Ridgley sang “Less
Like Scars,” a beautiful special music
piece. Joe Horchak, pastor of the
Columbus and Cambridge congrega-
tions, concluded the morning session
with a sermon on “Being a Gracious
‘Woman,” using a toothpick, candy kiss

and other items to demonstrate his
points.

After adelicious vegetarian lasagna
lunch, the meeting resumed with
“What Is Your ER.A.M.E. of Mind?”
presented by B.J. Thomas from Cleve-
land. Ohio. She illustrated the impor-
tance of attitude and used the acronym
FRAME to detail how to stay positive
in difficult times. Betty Wray, activi-
ties director for a retirement center, led
the group in chair exercises, which she

. renamed “Sistercizes.”

Next, the Columbus club president,
Arnie Hopkins, led an interactive dis-

provided by Colene Erickson.
After alovely, build-your-own buffet
lunch, which included gifts for each

Sedro-Woolley Sabbath school class  cussion about the challenges Christian
helped raise $1,600 for education in  women face in the workplace. Nancy
developing nations Kelley, from the Cambridge congrega-

tion, gave a thought-provoking and
humorous presentation on the Proverbs
31 woman.

Bev Galli read entries of “My Secret
Trait,” asking the group to identify the
author. Laughter rang out as Marlene
McCready from the Columbus congre-
gation led the group in sharing their
most embarrassing moments. The

Presenters at Columbus Women’s
Enrichment event: B.J. Thomas,
Janel Johnson, Michelle Waterhouse,
Nancy Kelley, Arnie Hopkins and
Betty Wray (photo by Jackie Horchak)

evening concluded with a scrumptious
dinner and fellowship.
Yvonne Brandt

Member Receives
Silver Award for
Outstanding
Commercial

Tony Kardell of the Minneapolis,
Minnesota, congregation received the
MCAI-MN (Media Communications
Association
International—
Minnesota)
Northern Light
Silver Award for
a commercial for
the Life Time Fit-
ness Triathlon
that he produced
and directed.

The award was
given at a MCAI-MN Media Festival
held in St. Paul, Minnesota, on Oct. 30,
2004. He competed against 11 other
finalists (from companies such as
BMW, 3M, Best Buy, etc.) and spent
significantly less money to produce his
commercial than the other win-
ners. Commercials were evalu-
ated on their ability to achieve
their communication objectives
and demonstrate very high stan-
dards of production, technical
quality and creativity.

Tony Kardell shares his creative tal-
ent with UCGIA by his extensive con-
tributions to the Sabbath school pro-
gram and Festival booklets.

Colene Erickson

Tony Kardell

Annie Kruisk
Celebrates 100th
Birthday

Annie Kruisk, a “young-hearted”
widow in the Fargo, North Dakota,
congregation, celebrated her 100th

birthday on Dec. 5, 2004. Annie was
born in Birzus, Lithuania, in 1904 and
immigrated with her parents (Gowens)
and two brothers to the United States
through Canada, ultimately settling just
over the border in Rock Lake, North
Dakota.

Annie has six children, over 100
grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
plus one great-great-grandchild. Annie
was baptized into the Church of God in
the mid-1960s. She was widowed in the
late 1960s. She has attended the Fargo
congregation for the past 10 years.

The brethren in Fargo honored Annie
with flowers and cheesecake after Sab-
bath services on Dec. 4. All the local
children, whom Annie adores very
much, stopped to pose for a picture with
her. She enjoys bringing the children
treats, so each Sabbath afternoon, every
child always likes to greet Annie first.

Annie is a well-known “prayer war-
rior” for all those in need. After her

Fargo, North Dakota, children gather
round 100-year-young Annie Kruisk
(photo by Carrie Wendt)

100th birthday, Annie had cataract
surgery so that she could see better to
continue her reading, daily Bible study
and needlework, which she loves to
share with others.

Annie is an inspiring example of a
dedicated Christian woman, delighting
to be with God’s people every Sabbath
that her health permits.

Karen Halvorsen

Church Honors
Chapmans

After services on Aug. 28, 2004, in
Red Bluff, California, members from
the Red Bluff and
=% | Reno, Nevada, con-
:'f' gregations surprised

Jim and Barbara

Barbara and Jim Chapman open a
retirement gift. Inset, the Chapmans
with Linda and Dave Register,
regional pastor

Chapman with a retirement party and
gift. Light refreshments were served at
the church hall and they were present-
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ed with a very nice digital camera.
Everyone then drove to the nearby
home of Mr. and Mrs. Dick King for
dinner, music and a gala evening of fun
and fellowship.

On the Sabbath of Sept. 18, Dave and
Linda Register came for a regional vis-
itand presented Mr. and Mrs. Chapman
with an engraved crystal plaque from
the home office honoring their many
years of service to God and the Church.
Guests also attended from Sacramen-
to, California; Medford, Oregon; and
‘Washington state.

The Chapmans have served all over
the United States and are currently liv-
ing in Redding, California. Both are
still active in the Red Bluff congrega-
tion and enjoy the extra time to spend
with family.

Pam Schmoyer

Dayton Honors 50-
Year Member

On the Sabbath of Sept. 4, 2004, the

Dayton, Ohio, congre-
gation celebrated a
unique occasion: Sarah
Jean (Kessler) Sprinkle
had achieved the dis-
tinction of becoming the
first 50-year Church
member of the congre-
gation.
Sarah is the mother of
nine children, has 21
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children. Two of the many lessons she
has taught her children are: never give

Dayton, Ohio, pastor Frank McCrady
presents 50-year plaque to Sarah
Sprinkle (photos by Carolyn Pacleb)

up on God and He will never give up on
you, and it is more blessed to give than
to receive.

In the early years of her calling she
remembers watching Herbert Arm-
strong make a radio broadcast and then
deliver a three-hour sermon at Sabbath
services!

For her 50-year and continuing com-
mitment to God’s way of life, the con-
gregation honored Sarah with a recep-
tion and the presentation of a plaque
noting her achievement.

Nicolas Nick

“Louisville,” continued from page 1

anapolis, Indiana, had to spend the
night in their car. Several people,
including Clyde and Dee Kilough, had
flight delays and their luggage was lost,
but as far as we know, everyone arrived
safely.

“Icebreakers”

As weary travelers began to arrive,
their frazzled faces soon turned to
smiles as they were met by many of
their friends. The stressful time was
soon forgotten and even proved to be a

activities. Fellowship was held after all
the activities until 1 a.m.
Approximately 900 people attended
the seminars Friday night and Saturday
morning. Some seminars were standing
room only. People had an opportunity to
attend two seminars Friday evening and
two more Sabbath morning. Some of the
topics covered were, “What’s in a
Name?” by Dave
Dobson, “Emotion-
al Responding” by
Frank McCrady,
“Are You a True §
Friend?” by Gary

The Fenger family from Cincinnati,
Ohio, dress for the costume dance;
basketball was a mainstay of the
weekend; inset, the popular sumo
suits (photos by Janet Treadway)

wonderful “icebreaker,” as attendees
shared stories and talked about how
God took care of them during their trav-
els. Some might even say that this
brought everyone closer together
as trials seem to do.

Wednesday, Dec. 22, was the
kickoff for the activities, which §
began at noon with basketball, vol- §
leyball, a preteen pool party, all the
free pizza you could possibly eat,
a costume dance, karaoke, orga-
nized games for the little ones, pre-
teen basketball, basketball for the
children and ultimate Frisbee.

Sumo Suits

On Thursday, miniature golf was
brought into the conference center for
the family to enjoy. The favorite for
Thursday evening was a chance to put
on huge sumo wrestling suits for a
hilarious activity that was also fun to
watch.

The singles in the middle had many

Antion, “Developing and Maintaining a
Good Conscience” by Roy Holladay,
“Lessons We Can Learn From the Four
Seasons” by Paul Suckling and many
more.

The teens and others enjoyed the
Myers Brothers—Skip, Steve, Dave
and John—who gave a seminar with
singing. “Take Your Place: Encourag-

Gary Petty gives his sermon “Are
You Playing Church?” to an
audience of 1,240

ing Commitment to God Through
Music” was the theme for their musi-
cal presentation. It was designed to
encourage the teens and young adults
to increase and solidify their personal

commitment to God and remind them
that now is the time to step up and be
counted.

The Sabbath service began with spe-
cial music. Eric Evans, a pastor from
Georgia, sang “You Raise Me Up,” and
the teen choir sang two selections. This
was followed by the sermon given by
Gary Petty, who, along with his wife,
Kim, serves as pastor of
congregations in Austin,
San Antonio and Waco,

Texas. He is also the presenter of The
Good News radio program, a writer for
The Good News magazine and is
involved in the UCG camp program.

“Are You Playing Church?”

Mr. Petty’s sermon, “Are You Play-
ing Church?,” talked about the empty
hole that is in all of us. He explained
that many of us spend most of our time
trying to fill the empty hole with the
wrong things, such as sports, entertain-
ment, money, relationships or even
serving and accomplishments. Mr. Pet-
ty said that none of these things will
fill our hearts because the hole was
only designed to be filled by our rela-
tionship with God. The sermon
seemed well received by all.

Saturday evening concluded with a
dinner buffet, a dance for the teens and

all, many will remember God’s pro-
tection in their travels to and from
Louisville.

Roy Holladay, president of UCGIA,
expressed appreciation to all who
served at the weekend. He said, “A lot
of credit has to go to Mark and Colleen
Winner for their tireless effort . . .” He
mentioned that they had to “make

a dinner dance that was
attended by about 500 young
adults. Then it was time to 3
pack up and say good-bye -
until next year.

Even though the 2004 Win-
ter Family Weekend will be remem-
bered for the record weather, it will also
be remembered for the many blessings
that came from God: the wide variety of
activities and seminars for all ages and
for people pulling together to help one
another out of frozen ditches and pitch-
ing in to serve at the weekend. Most of

Jennifer Cox, 12, tries singing
karaoke; the teen choir performs
special music

changes on the fly because of the
weather.” He concluded by saying that
gratitude goes to God for providing the
opportunity, inspiration and protection
for such a wonderful weekend. un

Reunion

Warm handshakes and hugs |
were in abundance as 165
Ambassador alumni met for the
second All-Ambassador Re-
union. This year there were over
100 Ambassador alumni who
were not in attendance last year.

The reunion was sponsored
by the Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter in an effort to bring together
Ambassadors from all campus-
es and classes. The Clarion
Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky,
was the location. Because of

their experiences at Ambassador.

rating the room for all to enjoy.

165 Attend Second All-Ambassador

ABC graduates Gary and Jane
McConnaughey (2003) and Reuben Boise
(2002) talk (photo by Clay Thornton)

hazardous weather conditions, the original date of Thursday, Dec. 23, had to
be changed to after Sabbath services Dec. 25.

The room was decorated with Ambassador Envoys, pictorials, logo sweat-
shirts and mugs. Finger foods included vegetable and fruit trays, cheese and
crackers, chips, pretzels, salsa and dips, and cookies and brownies. Com-
memorative purple and gold pens were available for all who attended.

While the food was refreshing and added to the enjoyment, the biggest treat
was visiting with “old” friends and classmates. There were Ambassadors from
the decades of the ’60s through the present. ABC (Ambassador Bible Center)
students were the largest group with over 40 in attendance. The earliest grad-
uate in attendance was William Winner who graduated in 1962.

Several of the alumni made donations to help cover the cost of the evening.
We look forward to hosting the third All-Ambassador Reunion in 2005. We
hope that many others may have this wonderful opportunity of renewing old
friendships, catching up with the latest happenings and sharing memories of

My personal thanks go to Clarissa de Campos and Oliver Hooser for deco-

Gary E. Antion, ABC Coordinator
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Announcements

Births

Mr. Joseph Ogony Onura and Mrs.
Milka Adhiambo Ogony, of the Kosele,
Kenya, congregation, are happy to

L

F.
-

»e

John Elliott Ogony

announce the birth of their son John
Elliott Ogony who was born on Oct. 8,
2004, the day after the Feast of Taber-
nacles. He was named after the senior
pastor in East Africa. The families were
very happy to receive news of a newborn
at Feast time.

Ted and Teresa Collingwood wish to
announce the birth of their son Andrew

Andrew John Collingwood

John Collingwood. Born April 20,2004,
in Clark Memorial Hospital in Clark
County, Indiana, he was 7 pounds 3
ounces and was 21/ inches long. On the
second day he was sent to Kosairs Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky,
with an interrupted aortic arch, two holes
in his heart and a bicuspid aortic valve.
He was also diagnosed with DiGeorge
Syndrome. He is doing well now. The
cardiologist wishes to do a heart
catheterization to open up the aortic
valve around the first of the year.

David

and Debbie (Roemer)

Bensinger and big brother Noam

L.y
Sage William Bensinger with big
brother Noam

announce with joy the arrival of Sage
William. He was born June 24, 2004, at
2:20 a.m., weighed 8 pounds 7 ounces
and was 21 inches long. Beaming grand-
parents Earl and Carol Roemer of Cald-
well, Idaho, are thrilled to have the boys
close by in Meridian, Idaho.

Z0é Anastasia Talbott was born June
25, 2004, in Mission Viejo, California.
She weighed 6 pounds 14 ounces and

Zoé Anastasia Talbott

measured 18 inches. Her family includes
big brother Addison, parents Kirk and
Kristine (Williams) Talbott in Califor-
nia, grandma Jean Talbott in Texas and
grandparents Richard and Marty Scholz
in Massachusetts.

Weddings

Bertha Tucker of the Redlands, Cali-
fornia, congregation and Nathaniel
Williams of the Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta, congregation were united in marriage
on Nov. 29, 2004, by Robin Webber,
pastor of the San Diego and Redlands

Nathaniel and Bertha Williams

congregations. The couple will reside in
either California or Minnesota.

Anniversaries

Shannon and Naomi Lucas celebrat-
ed their 50th wedding anniversary Dec.
1,2004. On the Sabbath of Nov. 27 the
East Texas congregation honored the
couple with a reception following Sab-
bath services. An anniversary cake,
punch and snacks were served to those
attending, including many family mem-
bers from out of town.

The Lucas’s have been blessed with
three children (Schelleta, Bardet and
Shaneen), nine grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren.

Before moving back to East Texas in

September of 2003, the Lucas family
lived in Kansas City, Missouri, and
Hobart, Indiana. They first heard The
World Tomorrow broadcast back in 1967

Naomi and Shannon Lucas

and were baptized in 1972. In 1982 Mr.
Lucas was ordained as an elder.

Bob and Doris Lee Price of Ben-
tonville, Arkansas, celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary with a dinner and
open house. Mr. Price and Doris Lee
Johnson were married Oct. 14, 1944, in
Geneseo, Illinois. They have four chil-
dren, Diane McWilliams of Texas; Nor-
man Price of Loveland, Colorado;

Doris Lee and Bob Price

Karen Jones of Iowa; and Brian Price of
Bella Vista, Arkansas; nine grandchil-
dren; and seven great-grandchildren.

Obituaries

Marcella Motley Coneal, 61, a faith-
ful member of God’s Church since
1962, died Nov. 26 after several long
months of battling congestive heart fail-
ure and diabetes-related illnesses. She
persevered in the “marathon of life,”
looking to Jesus’ example in all things.

Marcella was preceded in death by
her husband of 38 years, Willie Lee
Coneal Jr. She was the greatest mother
to 10 children: four sons, Willie, Timo-
thy, Stephen and Brent; and six daugh-
ters, Marcia, Beverly, Renita, Andrea,
Stephanie and Bridgette. She had 18
grandchildren and eight great-grand-
children, along with a host of aunts,
uncles, nephews, nieces, cousins and
friends. Most recently, she was given the
nickname “Mamoo” by the grandchil-
dren.

She attended the Feast in Panama City
Beach, Florida, in 2001 and said that she
was overwhelmed and thankful for
God’s blessing because she had never

thought she would be on the beach in
Florida. This year she was able to attend
the Feast in Branson, Missouri, and
loved it, commenting that it was the best
Feast ever! One of her favorite Feast
activities was meeting new people and
talking with old friends. She never met
astranger and in the local Paducah, Ken-
tucky, congregation, she always tried to
make it around and speak to everyone in
attendance.

Both Marcella and her husband,
Willie, were called into God’s Church in
1962. They attended services in the St.
Louis, Missouri, area in the early days.
Both Marcella and Willie were faithful
and would constantly tell their children
of the old days when they had to camp
in tents in Texas at the Feast and how

Marcella Motley Coneal

wonderful it was. They both endured to
the end and will be able to say with the
apostle Paul, “T have fought the good
fight, Thave finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to
me on that Day, and not to me only but
also to all who have loved His appear-
ing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8).

In August of 2004, John Hrenyk died
in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, Cana-
da. Heis survived by Olga, his wife of 54
years, and numerous children and grand-
children. John and Olga had retired on
their farm some years ago. They have
been faithful and strong members of the
Church of God for many years. John had
been in good health overall, but the last
year or two saw a noticeable weakening
of his stamina. They attended church in
Saskatoon along with their son Terry and
daughter Shirley as often as they could.

John Thomas Hrenyk has a long
history with the Church of God that
makes his passing like the closing
page of a book in some ways. The sto-
ry was recounted in the article “Mem-
ber Profiles: Canadian Couple Has
Deep Roots in the Church of God” in
the August 2002 United News
(www.ucg.org/un/un0208/world htmH#5).
His father was Thomas Hrenyk, and he
and his wife had 11 children who all
attended a small church of Sabbath-
keepers. In the 1930s they became part
of the Church of God Seventh Day, and
some of the family followed A.N. Dug-
ger to Jerusalem about 1950. Although
John Hrenyk and Olga did not move to
Jerusalem, John did visit his father and
family members in Israel in 1987-88.

In 1950-51 John and Olga first heard
Herbert W. Armstrong on aradio station
from Texas. They joined the Radio
Church of God in 1965. They began
attending in Saskatoon when Richard
Pinelli started holding services there. In
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John Thomas Hrenyk

1972 they requested baptism and were
baptized by James Wells in Prince
Albert.

This couple has shown strength and
determination in following God. John
Hrenyk and his wife Olga have been
faithful members of the United Church
of God Canada for the past eight years.
In John Hrenyk is found the fulfillment
of Proverbs 16:31. “The silver-haired
head is a crown of glory, if it is found in
the way of righteousness.”

Robert Crandall, a member of the
United Church of God, died on Oct. 27,
2004, in Lawton, Oklahoma. Robert was
born on March 24, 1920, in Lawton to
Claude Phelps and Nell Hanners Cran-
dall. He attended school at Lawton High
School where he received the Good
Sportsman Award in both football and
basketball. Robert and Matilda C.
Coryell married on Dec. 9, 1938, in
Lawton.

Robert joined the United States Navy
in February of 1943, serving in World
War I, the Korean War and Vietnam. He
was awarded many medals including the
National Defense Service Medal,
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal and
the Good Conduct Medal. He retired
from the Navy on Dec. 9, 1966. Robert
then went to work for Goodyear Tire and

Robert Crandall

Rubber Company as a maintenance
technician, and he was the first person
to retire from the Lawton plant.

Heis survived by his wife of 65 years,
“Tillie,” also a member of the United
Church of God in Lawton. He is also
survived by a son, Max Martin Crandall,
and his wife, Karen, of Edmond, Okla-
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Tribute: Janet
Borton

Janet E. Borton, 62, beloved mem-
ber and wife of elder Bob Borton of the
Fort Wayne, Indiana, congregation died
Monday, Nov. 29, 2004, of complica-
tions following two heart surgeries.

She is survived by her husband, Bob;
her mother, Helen Welty of Mentone,
Indiana; two sons, Jeff and Joel, a
daughter-in-law, Suzanne, one grand-
daughter, Sophia, all of Fort Wayne; a
brother, Lyle, of Cleveland, Ohio; a sis-
ter, Helene Dunlap of Jacksonville,
Florida; and a sister, Sue Ann Mizell of
Dallas, Texas.

Janet was preceded in death by her
father, Leslie Welty, and a sister, Carol
Wolf.

Her family came into the Church in
1963, and Janet was baptized March 8,
1964.

Their oldest son, Jeff, recounts,
“Both my mom and dad lived in Fort
Wayne when they first met. Dad had
worked at Perfection Bakery for sever-
al years and then he got drafted into the
Army. While Dad was in the Army,
Mom was hired at Perfection Bakery.
Dad came back from the Army and
asked Mom out on a date. She said no.
After several attempts, Mom told him
that their religions were just too differ-
ent. Dad told her, ‘I don’t want to mar-
ry you, I just want to take you out on a
date.” Dad asked for literature and the

rest is history.” Bob and Janet were
married July 15, 1967, by John Bald.

Following are some very compelling
quotes from people who knew Janet
well.

“Janet always got around to every-
one at church—she really cared about
people”—Helen Welty, Janet’s mom.

“God says that the death of one of
His saints is a precious thing . . . Janet
was the type who was involved in all
aspects of the Church. She knew who
needed some attention or help. You
could find her in the kitchen or talking
with someone who needed encourage-
ment. She was like a switchboard oper-
ator. She made alot of connections with
and for the members. She was always
there”—Darris McNeely, pastor of
UCG Fort Wayne.

“Janet’s prayer list was very large
and detailed. She made the rounds at
church and sent e-mails out because she
was concerned about everyone. She
started our congregation’s campaign at
the Feast of Tabernacles to gather extra
hotel soaps and other toiletries for use
at the battered women'’s shelter. She
always made sure that flowers, cards
and food were sent to families that
needed it during times of sickness,
death or other needs.

“Over the years she would cook
meals for Night to be Much Remem-
bered for shut-ins so they could be part
of the night without having to cook and
worry about the details. Her focus was

Janet Borton

on God and the Church”—the Borton
family.

“She had a contagious laugh and a
wonderful sense of humor that grew
out of her genuine interest in and love
for other people. Whenever I was with
her—at family dinners, at Feasts or at
ministerial conferences, it was like a
door had been opened and sunshine
and light poured in. She had the rare
ability to make happy times happier
and difficult times more bearable”—
Lyle Welty, Janet’s brother.

“Janet helped me through cancer and
never judged me. I know her body is
asleep and waiting Jesus Christ’s return
and that her spirit is with God the
Father. I will miss her”—Sue Mizell,
Janet’s sister.

homa; two daughters, Claudia Nell
Smith, of Lawton, and Margaret Eliza-
beth Fricke, and her husband, Dan, of
Valrico, Florida; five grandchildren and
seven grandchildren. Robert was pre-

ceded in death by his parents; a sister,
Florence Andrews; and a brother,
Charles David Crandall.

Robert and Tillie adopted their three
children while each was an infant.

Robert left quite a legacy as witnessed
by the pictorial video presentation of his
family shown at the funeral service. The
service was jointly conducted by elder
Guy Burke and pastor Mark Welch.

Tribute: Robert
Ashland

Robert Ashland, a long-time elder
in the Seattle, Washington, area, died
peacefully at his home in Sequim,
‘Washington, on Dec. 16, 2004. His
beloved wife, Betty; children, Mark
and Gail; son-in-law, Brian; and
granddaughters, Jody and Meredith,
were with him when he died. Bob
would have been 77 years old on Jan.
17,2005. He had served as an elder in
the Church since 1968.

Bob was born in Clear Lake, Iowa,
and upon graduating from high school,
he joined the Navy and went to boot
camp in San Diego, California. After
serving in the Navy, he joined the Air
Force and went through training in
‘Waco, Texas. Bob became a lieutenant
and instructor pilot for veterans of
World War II who were going into
active duty in the Korean War.

In 1950, while stationed near Great
Falls, Montana, Bob met Betty Jacob-
sen. They were married at Betty’s par-
ents’ home in Scobey, Montana, in
October 1951. Bob and Betty were
happily married for over 53 years.
They were blessed with three chil-
dren, Kim, Mark and Gail, and eight
grandchildren. (Kim died of cancer
earlier in 2004.)

After leaving the Air Force, Bob
attended Iowa State University on the
GI Bill, graduating in 1957 with a
degree in electrical engineering. Bob
accepted a job with the Boeing Air-
craft Company and moved to the
Seattle area. At Boeing, Bob was
assigned to the autopilot group where
they developed the very first auto-
matic landing system.

Robert Ashland

In 1961 Bob and Betty were bap-
tized and became members of the
Church. Bob was ordained an elder in
1968 and was asked to attend Ambas-
sador College in Pasadena, Califor-
nia. After a full year of classes, he was
asked to work for the Church full time
as director of physical plant. During
Bob’s service in this capacity, the col-
lege campus was awarded the presti-
gious “Most Beautiful College
Award” in 1972.

In 1980, Bob and Betty moved
back to the Seattle area and Bob was
able to rejoin Boeing and go back into
engineering. In 1981, he invented the
“Synchronized Roll Control System,”
which became patented in 1982. Bob
retired from Boeing in 1995. Subse-
quently, he and Betty moved to
Sequim on the Oympic Peninsula
where Bob designed and built their
current home.

Bob Ashland was a faithful servant
of God and will be deeply missed by
those who knew and loved him.

Letters

“Names and Places to
Pray About”

You do a wonderful job with Unit-
ed News. 1 find it to be an invaluable
help in my prayers. It gives me infor-
mation about the various activities
and programs of God’s work so that
I can pray for this work. I feel that I
have very little to offer in the way of
supporting this work we are called to
be a part of, but I can pray for God’s
blessing on various aspects. You
make it possible for me to be a part of
God’s work.

News of members around the
world gives me names and places to
pray about, and I believe this brings
us together as one in the family of
God. I scour the “Announcements”
for news of people I’ve met at past
Feast sites and often cut and mail
birth announcements to those people.

Please continue in bringing us
together in unity.

Ohio

“Enjoyed Every Article”
For some time now I have been
receiving your Good News maga-
zine. I don’t know who gave you my
name or how you obtained it, but I

wanted to tell you how much I have
appreciated receiving it and how
much I have enjoyed every article.
Thope you will keep the magazine
coming, so I am enclosing a small
gift to help with expenses.
Florida

Web Searching for Jesus
Christ

I am writing—as many before, I
am sure, have—to express my great
pleasure in your online information.
Thave been up for several hours start-
ing at 3:45 a.m. I could not sleep and
was on the computer doing some
research about an issue I am having
in my life.

I had grown tired of the research
and decided to play cards online, and
a thought came to mind to look up
God’s Word. So I typed in “Jesus
Christ” and I found there were
18,000,000 choices to choose from. I
selected yours and for the next two
or three hours, I have been reading
your Bible study program. It has eas-
ily provided me with a few hours of
complete enjoyment and fulfillment.

Tam a believer with no doubt who
my Creator and Lord and Savior is.

But, like most people, I am not as
dutiful about reading as I should. I
have renewed ambition and desire to
further understand our Father’s
desire for our lives. Thanks for this
wonderful opportunity to study the
Word of God online.

Internet

“Helping Me to Transform
My Life”

God bless you for helping me to
transform my life. Please continue to
help keep His Word alive. Jesus has
truly saved me from total destruc-
tion. T have received many blessings
and prayers answered. I can truly
look upward and forward. Thank
you for your hard work and faithful
giving!

Ohio

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

2004 Statistics at a Glance

For 2004, total mail received at the home office was 477,742 pieces (up 24 per-
cent from 2003), and 464,759 pieces of literature were sent out (up 21 percent).
The literature mailed out does not include The Good News, World News and
Prophecy, United News and other periodicals that are not mailed from the home

office.

Subscription requests came from many sources, including 246,016 from sub-
scription cards, most of which were from card decks but also included 8,769 from
brochures, 1,675 from waiting rooms, 1,418 from newsstands and even 142
responses to the Reader’s Digest ad run in June 2000! Another 2,675 subscrip-
tions came from calls in response to The Good News radio program.

Total Internet responses were up 96 percent, from 76,417 in 2003 to 149,509
in 2004. Visits per month to the ucg.org Web site broke the 300,000 mark.

The five language editions of The Good News (English, French, German, Ital-
ian and Spanish) are now going into 178 countries and territories around the world,
from Albania to Zimbabwe, from Chile to China. The January/February issue is
being distributed to about 400,000 English readers, and about 24,000 in the oth-
er languages. (See page 4 for more details.)

Below are some other statistics:

U.S. Donors

U.S. Coworkers

U.S. Baptisms for year

U.S. Bible Study Course lessons
mailed during year

U.S. BSC Graduates tapes mailed
during year

United News Subscribers (worldwide)

World News and Prophecy Subscribers 20,978

Vertical Thought Print Run
U.S. Personal Correspondence
(mail and e-mail)

Vertical Thought Personal Correspondence NA

Dec.2003  Dec.2004 Percentage
Change

5207 6,103 17%
2,281 2,678 17%
177 176 0%
165,409 121,885 -26%
38,028 46,013 21%
13,607 13,981 3%
30,167 44%

5,000 17,000 240%
2,649 2,792 5%
841 NA







