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United Names Clyde Kilough as Next President
At a Gl ance m Former Council chairman  Church elders and Council membersbers are ready,” h{ “There are people out

to assume new duties JuIy 1 Mr. Kilough will succeed Roy Holla- emphasized. “They wal

Council Committee
Assignments
Announced

May 18 the Council unanimous

passed a resolution establishing the g

figuration of its committees, as follow

« Doctrine—Jim Franks (chairmar
Larry Salyer, Mario Seiglie, Leon Walk

er, Anthony Wasilkoff.
¢ Education and Ministerial Se|

vices—Jim Franks, Clyde Kilough, Vig

tor Kubik, Larry Salyer, Richar
Thompson (chairman).

« Ethics, Roles and Rules—Aarg
Dean, Joel Meeker, Richard Thompsol

Leon Walker, Anthony Wasilkoff.
« Executive—Aaron Dean, Robe
Dick, Jim Franks, Clyde Kilough, Leo|
Walker.
¢ Media and Communications-
Clyde Kilough, Victor Kubik (chair-

man), Les McCullough, Joel Meeke

Larry Salyer, Mario Seiglie, Anthon|
Wasilkoff.

« Strategic Planning and Finance}
Aaron Dean (chairman), Clyde Kiloug
Les McCullough, Mario Seiglie.

U.S. Holy Day
Offerings Reported

The offering reported for the First Dg
of Unleavened Bread was $743,162.
with an attendance of 13,092. This
a 4.2 percent increase in the offeri
amount over the previous year, and a
percent decrease in attendance.

For the Last Day of Unleaveneg

day, who has served as United's presto be rallied.”
dent from 2002 to the present. A long- He outlined how the
time Church pastor, Mr. Kilough was Church’s leadership an
elected to the Council in 2001 by theministry need to stir ug
On May 12, 2005, the 12-manGeneral Conference of Elders. He prethe membership ang
Council of Elders of the United viously served as the Council’s officialthose associated wit]
Church of Godan International Asso- reporter from 1997 to 1999. United with increased
y ciation,selected Clyde Kilough as the In his remarks to the Council, Mr. focus and zeal. Citing

calls Churchwide fast for
June 4.

s:final list of three candidates. Themust personally understand

lowing formal input solicited from involved in United’s work. “Our mem- work of the Church of God.

cnew president of the Church from aKilough said that the Church’s CEOTimothy 1:6, Mr. Kilough Clyde Kilough

there whose lives are
waiting to be trans-
formed,” Mr. Kilough
said. “It's a time for us
to rally—a time to
revive—as people did in
Nehemiah's time.”

He went on to quote
from the book of
Nehemiah: “Then | said

thaeminded those present that “zeal is & the nobles, the rulers, and the rest:
),selection of Mr. Kilough concluded a Church’s mission and vision and keep ispiritual issue.” He spoke of deepeninghe people, ‘The work is great and exter
- process that lasted nearly 60 days fokonstantly in the forefront of thoseour sense of being an integral part of the

See “President,” page 2

' GCE Focuses on “Seizing the Vision”

ABC Choir performs at Sabbath services; Ladies’ Tea is a highlight on Monday (photos by Janet Treadway)

The General Conference of Elders Annual Meeting drestey outlined the accomplishments of the first 10 years ¢
225 elders and 175 wives to Cincinnati, Ohio, May 14 tdnited, and newly chosen next president Clyde Kiloug!
2y 16. The theme was “Seizing the Vision: The Next Decadéirred the Church to action with a message on capturi
46, and Beyond.” the zeal that motivated Jesus Christ.
as  Associated with the GCE meetings were the interna-Also Saturday night was a question-and-answer sessi
ng tional meetings May 13 and the special Sabbath serviggth the authors of the amendments on the ballot. Th
1.3 May 14, heard by an estimated 9,000 members through

telephone and Internet connections. President Roy Hollgee “GCE,” page 4

d

Bread, the reported offering amount

$715,708.94 with an attendance
11,922. This was a 0.7 percent incre
in offering amount over the previoy

year, and a 4.9 percent decrease in aften-At the General Conference of Eldersut certainly not new to the Church ofgious training. His parents began liste

dance.

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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Il

Coworkers
Donors

5,000

2,500

M

as

New Council Member Chosen and Three Reselected

S

Annual Meeting May 15, the eldersGod. Here is a brief biography of thising to Herbert Armstrong in 1954, ar)
chose four Council members to serve fonew Council member: his mom was bap
the next three years. Aaron Dean, Jim tized in 1960. His
Franks and Joel Meeker (internationalBiography of Larry Salyer father remained aloo
were returned to the Council, and Larry Larry Salyer and his wife, Jud from the Church, and
Salyer was addeg¢* began attending God's Church exa the kids mostly
as a new membej one week after their wedding in 196 ignored the Church|
Doug Horchak : though his mom hag
had chosen not tq a definite influence|
be on the ballot, - on their thinking.
Larry Salyer Several family mem|
bers eventually became members.
Larry met his wife-to-be when the)
entered the same small high schoo
Westville, Indiana. Judy had no pre
ous knowledge of the Church, and t|
subject did not come up until they wej
engaged. Her future mother-in-laj

. lege as one of thg
Jim Franks first three married
and leaves the students at tha
Councilas histerm campus.
expires. Bomin northern Joel Meeker

Larry Salyer is Indiana in 1942, the eighth of 10 chil-

Mail Room Has
Record Week

by Janet Treadway

As Roy Holladay mentioned during
the president's address to the GCE, t
week of May 15 was a record week fo
mail going out of the home office posta
center. There were over 10,04¢
envelopes, which translates into 16,85

=i

cRoy Holladay checks out the tons of
mail (photo by Janet Treadway)

booklets to be hand stuffed! This
required the help of several volunteer:
When these were placed in large mailin
sacks, there were more than 100 sack
Normally the booklet requests rur
around 4,000 a week. When the offic
rmoved to Cincinnati seven years ago, tt
caverage number of envelopes to stu
with booklets was around 300 a week. £
thattime a label had to be placed on ea
f envelope. Thankfully we now have ¢
high-speed printer that prints all the
addresses on the envelopes. (Can y:
imagine peeling labels and sticking ther

See “Mail,” page 2
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newto the Council, dren, Mr. Salyer had little formal reli- See “New,” page 13
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Council Names Robert Dick as Chairman, Reviews GCE

cil unanimously passed a resolution Within the next two months produc-  Mr. Kilough emphasized his desire t¢
instructing the president to conduct dion meetings will be held to finalize theserve the Church in whatever way i

Following on the heels of the GCEstudy of compensation of all employeegormat and style of the program. Themost effective. He pointed out that while
annual meeting, Clyde Kilough calledin order to focus on adjustments thaplan is to create 36 to 40 programs pethe presidency will be his singular focus
the Council of Elders meeting to ordemay need to be made on their behalf. year, with production anticipated tomuch of that effort will involve a close
May 17. Mr. Kilough acknowledged the begin in September 2005. working relationship with the Council.

United Church of God, an International Association

by Don Henson

At a Glance

Continued from page 1

Good News reelection of Jim Franks, Aaron DearMedia Center Update He asked the Council for their thought
and Joel Meeker and greeted Larry Saly- Peter Eddington gave the Council aTerms of Committee Chairs  and suggestions as to principles h
Renewals Analyzed er, who was elected to the Council andipdate on the construction of the home Leon Walker proposed a resolutionshould factor into his decision whethe

will begin serving July 1. office media center. When completedthat would clarify the term for which to remain a member of the Council.

GN subscribers who first came ontc  During the day, the Council took carethe project will include three new office Council members serve as the chairman Mr. Walker commented that the
the U.S. file from direct mail promotionsof several items of business, includingareas in addition to the recording studicof a committee. bylaws allow any officer of the Church
are renewing at a rate of 37 percent, [ttthe approval of an adjustment to salanA contract has been signed and con- The proposal is that the term for the(including president) to be a member ¢
highest source. From space ads (prim:ranges, clarification of the terms ofstruction should begin soon. Mr.chairman of a Council committee will the Council of Elders. He voiced tha
ily Reader's Digeysubscribers renew atcommittee chairmen, a discussion abouEddington pointed out that the costs foexpire at the same time as his term asMr. Kilough's decision should be basec
36 percent, from radio programming|zthe president serving on the Council anthe construction and equipment are&Council member. If he is reelected to the@n experience rather than hypothetici
29 percent, from card decks at 28 pea review of the GCE meeting. within the budget. Council, he can also be reelected to senygossibilities and suggested that Mi
cent and brochures and TV prograjy  Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick provided  Studio equipment will include four as the chairman of a committee, or th&ilough remain on the Council for at
ming both at 26 percent. the Council with a budget report, point-cameras, one of which will be mounteccommittee could select another comleast a session or two to see how it worl

The overall average (after discountining out that year-to-date expenses aren a small crane. Advanced editing softmittee member as chairman. out. Mr. Walker expressed his view tha
the “unknown” and “miscellaneous” exactly on track with the budget. ware will allow a finished productionto  After some discussion and clarifica-Mr. Kilough would be more effective as
categories) is 24.2 percent. At Dr. Kirkpatrick’s request, the be completed by two or three employtion, the resolution was passed with 1@ voting member of the Council than a

Since the renewal cycle is two yegr<Council unanimously approved a resoees. Videos will be recorded on DVDs inin favor and two abstentions (Mario Sei-an observer. He added that, to lighten h
these figures are for subscribers whiution to adjust the Church’s salaryhigh-definition format, from which a glie and Aaron Dean). load a bit, Mr. Kilough might be excusec
came on the list from 1995 througlranges to reflect the cost of living adjuststandard definition product can also be from committee work.

=

2002. ments of the past few years. Dr. Kirk-provided. On a new multimedia WebPresident Serving on the Mr. Franks pointed out that on more
patrick described the adjustment as site, smart streaming software can b€ouncil than one occasion proposed amen
“mechanical process” necessary so thaised that can determine the capabilities Mr. Kilough, newly appointed presi- ments to prevent a president from sen

Personal employees will remain within their of the customer's computer, so video cadent of UCG, introduced a discussion oing on the Council had failed to pass
salary ranges. be delivered at an appropriate speed artide president serving as a member of the

Correspondence In addition, late in the day the Coun-format. Council of Elders. See “Council,” page 15

Answers Hundreds

of QUEStIOﬂS inserted with the curreriood News printed on envelopes, then a work partyvere inserted and weighed over 5 ton
magazinelnited Newsr World News must be organized with a group of volt took eight APCs (all-purpose contain
Cecil Maranville, the Church’s mainon more than 10,000 envelopes?)  and Prophecfor international areas that unteers who are willing to give up theirers) to transport the domestic mail to tt
Personal Correspondence writer, In addition to the 10,049 envelopesare serviced from the home office. InSunday to do this inserting. post office, and over eight pallets o
answered 120 letters in May, along witiwith booklets that week, we also hadrder to get this ready to go and out the So what does a record week of maiinternational mail were sent out to b
six questions by e-mail. A team of mipnearly 27,000 envelopes that weraloor on time, the addresses must bieanslate to? Over 37,000 envelopeeemailed overseasin
isters who volunteer to answer Internet
Personal Correspondence handled
another 110 messages, and\egical

“Mail,” continued from page 1

- . - . marily from projects, media thrusts or - Mr. Kilough was born in 1951 and ugh has been serving as pastor of cc
Thoughteam answered 43. President,” continued from personnel changes. The Church’s coreame into the Church with his parents igregations in Sacramento and Ren
Also in May, most of these ministefsP29¢ 1 strengths are spiritual, not physical."1963. He graduated from AmbassaddNevada. He and his wife, Dee, have tw
got together for a luncheon seminar dusive, and we are separated far from on€oncluding his remarks, he emphacollege, Big Sandy, in 1974 and serveahildren, David and Rebecca, and ai
ing the GCE. Mr. Maranville gave theanother on the wall. Wherever you heasized: “When our ways please God, Heongregations in Alberta, Saskatchewagrxcited new grandparents.
presentation, and at the meeting it wake sound of the trumpet, rally to uswill bless us.” and Manitoba, Canada, from 1974 to In accordance with the UCGIA
also announced that Terri Eddington hdkere. Our God will fight for us”  The Council of Elders thanked Mr. 1981. Since then he has served congrbylaws, Mr. Kilough has stepped dow
been hired part-time at the home officéNehemiah 4:19-20). Holladay and his wife, Norma, for their gations in Arkansas, Missouri, Pennsylfrom his prior position as chairman o
to help with the e-mail that comes fin Continuing the discussion of histhree years of leadership and service ivania, Ohio and California. the Council. The family will move to
from the Web sites. She replaces Clariptanned focus as United’s new presistrengthening a foundation that will The Kiloughs will be moving to the Cincinnati shortly, where Mr. Kilough
sa de Campos, who is engaged and| fdent, Mr. Kilough stressed that “thisenable broad growth of the UnitedCincinnati area from their home inwill devote his full time to his new posi-
moved to Texas. spirit has to come from within, not pri- Church of God. Sacramento, California, where Mr. Kilo- tion at the Church'’s home officen
Here are some highlights from May:
A former WCG member, now a|
inmate, wants to become an active mer
ber of UCG. He wonders if it's neces:
sary for him to be baptized agai

Another subscriber who used to suk ; (1SN 10888020) is pubihed month o Octoher by 4 Chureh
1 f ; United News (ISSN 1088 is published monthly except April and October by the Unite urc
SCI’Ibe tOThe Plam Truthecqgmzed th of God, an International Association, 555 Technecenter Drive, Milford, OH 45150. © 2005 United
same themes and asked if we are dcchurch of God, an International Association. Printed in the U.S.A. Al rights reserved. Reproduction
i in any form without written permission is prohibited. Periodicals Postage paid at Milford, Ohio 45150,
nected to that magazme. . and at additional mailing offices. Canada Post publications mail agreement number 1487167.
Another subscriber asked if the
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(chairman), Victor Kubik, Les McCullough, Joel Meeker, Mario Seiglie, Richard Thompson, Leon
Walker, Anthony Wasilkoff

President: Roy Holladay

Scriptural references are from the New King James Version (© 1988 Thomas Nelson, Inc.,
Publishers) unless otherwise noted.
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Afnc,a presents unlque Cha"enges %dress changes: POSTMASTER—Send address
subscriber asked us to pray that he wqultlanges to United News, P.0. Box 541027,
be safe from witches and wizards. Cojn@incinnati, 0H 45254-1027
cidentally, an American subscriber wrgtenterational addresses:
for help and counsel, fearing that she hariCa (except e listed below): United Church of God, PO. Box
been pUt under a voodoo curse. 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.SA. E-mail: info@ucg.org

i USTRALIA: United Church of God—Australia, GPO Box 535,
b Y]Velfhearﬁ f(;’Ole ?(n Inmat?].opl WflgO %risbane, Qld. 4001, Australia. Phone: 0755 202-111 Fax:
behalf we had spoken to a high officialzss x.122
in the department of corrections. . BAHAMAS: United Church of God, PO. Box N8873, Nassau,

The inmate wrote that the chapldinsahamas. phone: (242) 324-3169 Fax: (242) 364-5566
just left his cell with the paperwork eriisH ISLEs: United Church of God-British Isles, PO. Box
signed. “He said that he was told to hgni. Watlord, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. Phone: 020 8386
deliver the completed paperwork to thé®” Fa- 0208386 199

i NADA: United Church of God—Canada, PO. Box 144, Station
kitchen management ---Ihavenote , Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966,

(800) 338-7779 Fax: (905) 876-0569 E-mail: info@ucg.ca
EAST AFRICA (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda): United Church of

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

God, Kenya, P0O. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-mail:
kenya@ucg.org

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Eglise de Dieu Unie-France,
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09,
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636 Fax: 0228-
9454637 E-mail: info@qutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035
4523573, E-mail: info@Iabuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi. E-
mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: PO. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.

E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.0. Box
93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22,
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God-West Africa, PO. Box 1715,
Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria. Phone: 234-1-791 8009. E-mail:
nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO,
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 241-0150
CellText: (+63) 0918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, PO. Box 3535. 111 74,
Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa,
P.0. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694. E-mail: rsa@ucg.org
SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A

Phone: (513) 576-9796

TONGA: United Church of God-Tonga, PO. Box 127,

Nuku'alofa, Tonga.

ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: zambia@ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, PO. Box 928,
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273

E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:

The United Church of God, an International Association, has
a home page on the Internet's World Wide Web. The address
http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church's Canadian Web
site, http:/Awww.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site,
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site,
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web site,
http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site,
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda site and http://www.ucgrsa.org the Southern
Africa Web site.
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; News From Around the World

What Our Brethren Face in Zambia

by Elize van Belkum

Having lived in South Africa most of
my life, | have traveled to countries tg
our north on numerous occasions.

It has given me the opportunity to ge
to know our brethren, and also t
become familiar with the problems ang
struggles they live with on a daily basig

In April | accompanied my husband
Andre van Belkum, on a visit to Zam-
bia. Kambani Banda, our resident min
ister, and his wife, Shirley, fetched us g
the airport and we drove directly into the
country to visit one of our members. Mr|
Banda was concerned since she had
attended the Passover service, and thg

oﬂa‘ “In consultation with our local minis-
ter in Zambia, we estimate that a
amount of $16,000 will enable us t
build a hall and a store room, provid
wooden or similar benches for seatin
and put in a solid floor, more durabl
door and window frames and roofinc
Currently many of the adults and chil
dren sit on mats on the ground durir
services.

“Your contribution to this project will

At a Glance

our arrival a husband had injured
wife during an altercation, and as a rest
she had run away. The husband was v
ried that she was calling the police, gn

d

killed himself by drinking poison. | Canada Ends

Mrs. Phiri also told us a few days eare-- .
lier robbers stole all her 23 chickens, rE iscal Year Strong,
also most of the maize she had alre
reaped. She had planted all of the m: i%‘éemet Responses
sugar beet and cassava (a root plant) adlng the Way enable the Church in Mumbwa to wor
her own. We walked through her cassa- ship God in a much improved and moi
va plants, and it seemed she would get aThe fiscal year for the United Churchinspiring setting than the past nine yeal
reasonable crop. of God Canada ended March 31 on And they will greatly appreciate such

The events described here do hweery positive note. The mail income forfacility.”
occur every week in the lives of thesthe year was 12.3 percent above the bud- The El Salavador emergency relie

people, but are all too familiar and a reatyet. There have been several new baproject and other previous projects a
ity for those communities who toil andisms since January. Membership standsow fully funded. For details, see

was no way of contacting her. . —
After about two hours of driving, We nrs, phiri with her 103-year-old er w
arrived at a village where we were ablgangmother in zambia these outlying villages, we do leave th
to locate our member, Mrs. Phiri. She feeling overwhelmed by the poverty
greeted us with a big smile even thougbccurred in the immediate vicinity sickness that are so prevalent in
she was recuperating from a serious bouthere Mrs. Phiri lives. Mrs. Phiri's hus- areas. Most countries of the world n
of malaria, losing half her weight in theband died about two years ago, leavinthe intervention of God in man’s affai
process. Malaria was the reason she wagr with two small children. She has twoand the establishment of the wonde
unable to attend the Passover.
She led us to her little village wherethat rely on them for all their needs. OnlyGod's government will make in Zambi
she lived in a typical reed-thatchedwo days before our arrival, a widow liv- and all countries of this suffering worl
abode. Looking around | was distresseihg close by and her 2-year-old son died However, despite these setbacks

strive daily just to survive.
Whenever we visit our brethren

at 457 across Canada. Weekly atterwww.ucg.org/goodworks.
rdance this calendar year, however, is
i@own just over 1 percent from the same

period last year due to Sabbath servicds]@\y/ German
dsei lled b f incl .
ing cancelled because of incl eme%ooklet Nearlng

agleather in several areas.

s, Incoming mail, on the other hand, 1
rfiabntinues to be strong. It has been runc:Ompletlon

sisters, both widows, also with childrenworld tomorrow. What a differengening about 10 percent ahead of last year.

pOf particular note is that the mail gener- Translation and typesetting for th
dated from the Internet accounts for oveGGerman version of the booklEte Unit-
ad0 percent of the Canadian mail total foed States and Britain in Bible Prophec

to see the maize plants with very fewof kwashiorkor. These deaths occurredhallenges, our members are looketie first four months of this year. In theare nearing completion. The booklet |

cobs on them. It was very evident thabn the same day, and within a few hourafter. Through the Church, and al
they were experiencing a severe droughtf each other. Kwashiorkor is a debili-LifeNets, our members in Zambia ar

Because they live in an outlying ruraltating physical condition resulting froma position to feed and clothe themsel

environment, far from the city, they havemalnutrition, and especially a lack ofWe also offer them opportunities

no access to running water or electricityprotein in the diet.
Itis essential for their survival that good Malaria, AIDS and malnutrition are self-help schemes.

rains fall every year, otherwise theyravaging much of Africa, and it is dis-  There was one highlight of our trip

first four months of the year we receivedscheduled to be printed in late summe
ias much mail from the Internet as we didh\ fund-raiser is being held to provide
ag.all of 2003. $5,000 to help pay the printing costs fc
0 Nearly 16 percent of Canadian maithis 48-page booklet, the largest thi

improve themselves through varioug/as generated by the Internet in 2003)CG-Germany has printed to date. Tt

and in 2004 the total about 24 percenforerunner of this booklet was the mo:
OThis is one area in which we are expectrequently requested publication in th

experience severe food shortages.  tressing to see the struggle that takddrs. Phiri. We met her grandmother whing to see more growth as we plan mor&erman language.

Death is a constant phenomenon, anplace from day to day in most of theiris 103 years of age! Although wizen|
it is something we in the developedives. To add to the tragedies, a funeraind weak, she was able to communicj
world would find difficult to understand. was taking place a little distance fromand asked us for sweets, which we fol
Let meillustrate this by referring to whatwhere we were sitting. The day beforenately had in our luggagen

British Isles National Council Sees Growth

The National Council of United attendance of a number of young peoplon’s structure should this anticipat
Church of God-British Isles met for itsfrom the United States and several Euraggrowth continue in future years. T
regular quarterly meeting on May 29. pean countries in addition to young peo€ouncil accepted the proposed bud

The circulation report for April, the ple from Britain. which will now be submitted to the b
most recent complete month for which  In discussion the Council felt it would loting membership for ratification at tl
figures are available, highlights thebe appropriate to extend an invitation tAnnual General Meeting July 24.
remarkable fact that in the first foura number of teenagers on Martical The Council's committees report
months of 2005 more subscribersThoughmailing list. The demographics on their work. Highlights include:

dd campaigns geared toward the Inter- The May-June issue of th@ute
teet. Nachrichtenmagazine was mailed tc
u- Edwin van Pelt 3,801 subscribers in 18 European cou
tries. German pastor Paul Kieffer wrot
a special article on the world oil crisit
and its implications for the future.

As part of a regular direct mail pro
gram, 1,000 former subscribers of th
Hall in Mumbwa. Gute Nachrichtemagazine were sent ¢

. ! special invitation to renew their sub
Zambia scription. The program has a 20 perce
e response rate. In addition, 100 curre
et, The latest Good Works Project postegubscribers received an offer to recei
lon the Web site (www.ucg.org/good-the monthly newsletténtern.
evorks) was submitted by Andre van
Belkum for a church hallin Zambia, with
G total cost of $16,000. It reads:

“Most of our members in Zambia are

Good Works
Project: Church

Two Pastors

(2,180) have been added to theod  of the teenage component of the Church « Feast Site Selection: David Fenrjefarmers who live in the province ot Appointed in

Newslist than in the whole of 2004 and implications for camps in the nexidescribed some potential Festival ven|
(2,161). Also, two thirds of the numberseveral years were also discussed.  inthe north of England and North Wal
of items of other literature requested in  The Council’s principle item of busi- and described the ongoing search
the whole of 2004 has been requested imess at this meeting was the approval glitable holiday camps that could
just the first four months of 2005.
The downside of this is the impact orbeginning on July1. Taking into accountussed the possibility that the Chu
the Church’s postage budget and athe higher-than-budgeted income trendhay need two separate Feast site|
increase in the number of man-hoursluring the present year, leading to asome years due to a number of fac
being worked in the Northwood office. anticipated surplus at the end of the yeasuch as availability of facilities and
In her financial report, treasurer Bar-and the fact that UO@ has agreed to a geographic distribution of members.
bara Fenney reported that at 10 monttrsubsidy request specifically relating to » Media and Internet: Peter Hawki
into the financial year, overall income isservicing subscribers in areas outside afdvised that he had discussed des
16 percent above the anticipated amourthe United Kingdom, the proposed budproposals for a revamp of the UCG-
There was likely to be a £7,000 surpluget for the new year shows a 31 perceit/eb site with Church personnel
over the present year as a whole. increase over last year's budget. Cincinnati and that he would be ob

udtumbwa. Since the inception of UnitedBritish Isles

ethey have been meeting in a structure

foomposed of thatch grass, with little pro-

btection from the elements. With the UCG-British Isles announced th

the budget for the new financial yeaused for the Feast. The Council disacrease in membership (143 attendedppointment of John Ross Schroed

cthe Feast of 2004), it seems an opporturend Will McLoughlin as pastors of the
stime to consider building a more durabléeTonbridge and Bricket Wood congrege
oamd permanent hall, and one that mortons (respectively).
neppropriately represents the United “My wife, Sonja, and | will continue
Church of God. to enjoy our visits to these congregatior
ns “In spite of difficult and trying eco- but it will be a help knowing that the
sigopmic conditions, the members havaveek-to-week needs will be provided fc
Bbeen faithful in saving their first and secby two dedicated ministers,” said Pet¢
irond tithes, but these contributions aréawkins, UCG—British Isles CEO.
rinsufficient to cover the Church expens- Mr. Schroeder will also continue

The 2005 Summer Camp is rapidly The Council directed that its Strategidng several quotations from Web deveks in their country. Unless they obtairdeveloping the meetings in Belfast ar
approaching and David Fenney highPlanning and Finance Committee conepers for the work involved in imple-financial assistance, they will be unableBallymena, Northern Ireland, on a six

lighted current plans and the expectedider the implications for the organiza-menting the redesignun

to construct a hall from local income.  week basis or more often if possible.
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GCE Gears Up for “Next Decade and Beyond”

lenges we face in this quest are the neaahts heard the distinctive voice of Her- The Good Newss going into 40 for the Good Works projects that hav
for manpower, especially in the internabert Armstrong on the radio. They starteountries from the British Isles. Sincehelped build church buildings and buy
meeting was chaired by Rick Aventtional areas, and the question of how wed getting the literature and “fighting” the Internet is without boundaries, wevan for the Church in Ghana. He mer

“GCE,” continued from page 1

chair of Amendment Committee. can stop being spread so thin. Wearingaver who could read it first. He learnedare hearing from groups in countriegioned that there are four meetings of tt
lot of hats can get heavy, he said. the purpose of his life early from thesuch as Spain and Norway, receivingshana National Council each year whe
Business Meeting How can we improve the media? Mr.bookletWhy Were You Born? visit requests from Turkey, etc. Therehe visits.

Mr. Kilough, as chairman of the Kilough pointed out thatthe Councilhas Coming into the Church of God were 5,680 copies of the March/April  Mr. Rhodes talked about the Ghan
Council of Elders, called the meeting tadrafted the Media Philosophy, and nowmeant big changes for his family. At ageGN sent out (20 percent of them toChildren’s Home that members in Lans
order at 9 a.m., and asked Pablave need to institutionalize it. How can13,in 1965, he attended the first camp ifturope, with postage about three timemg, Michigan, help with. He also told
Dimakis, pastor of the Mexico City, we better reach the world? He talkedrr, Minnesota, and was gone fromas costly as those sent to the Unitethe story of a young man who ha
Mexico, congregation, to give the open-about the globalization of our mediahome for eight weeks. He was conKingdom). typhoid fever for months since he didn’
ing prayer. efforts so that they are seen as a repreinced then he wanted to go to Ambas- Mr. Hawkins gave a list of the British have the $6.25 for the medicine. Whe

Mr. Kilough then introduced the new sentation of the Kingdom of God, not ofsador College—given a sense even asainisters and the areas they serve. Hdr. Rhodes found out on his last trip, h
elders. One was credentialed and 1the United States. We must make decirouth that we were called to be part ofentioned that four new church servicebought the medicine for him. Mr.
ordained since the last GCE meetingsions about the focus of our medissomething big. started in the last two years and that thehodes described the summer camp
They are, in alphabetical order: Mikeefforts, he said. We want to be on the cut- Mr. Kilough quoted Paul’s instruc- Church moved offices. Two new eldersGhana and mentioned that they are loo
and Becky Bennett, Fred and Sue Croviing edge of the Internet technology irtions to Titus giving specifics to help himand three deacons and deaconesses wigrg for Youth Corps volunteers.
Michael and Barbara Joseph, Randy arithe religious world. focus on helping every person andrdained. Nine members also give split Kingsley Mather then reported on thi
Kathy Love, Fred and Lidia Nance, Tim  Mr. Kilough encouraged the audienceattendimg to their needs. Mr. Kiloughsermons. None of the ministers are fullmany  different countries in the
and Maryse Pebworth, Blaney and Linto follow the example of Nehemiah.encouraged the elders to put their shoulime pastors. Caribbean region. The first UCG ser-
da Sproul, Gary and June Steeves, Vinddehemiah 4 talks about the people raklers to the work and to speak from the Mr. Hawkins commented on thevice was in Freeport, Bahamas (whei
and Carol Szymkowiak (credentialedying when they hear the sound of aheart more than ever. encouraging growth iBood Newsir- 17 attend). Nassau, Bahamas, has 1€
and serving in the Rolla, Missouri, area)trumpet, and “our God will fight forus.”  According to a study his wife read, culation and an exceptional 41 percerdttendance.

Lloyd and Helen Teetaert and Steve aniir. Kilough asked, Is there anyone whathe most contagious thing in the world isncrease in offerings for Unleavened Jamaica has the largest group, with £
Margaret Villaescusa. can't hear the trumpet blowing for themood Dean Wilson, a minister who died Bread. He also mentioned that thdaptized members in two congregation

Next came the balloting portion of theChurch of God? Nehemiah had unwaearlier this year, was a man of infectiou®ritish Isles summer camp is attendedNow a group of six people in Montegc
business meeting. For results of the balkering faith. We need to be Nehemiahspptimism. Stir up one another to loveby a number of Church of God groupsBay want to become part of UCG
loting, announced at the end of the dayye said. and good works, Mr. Kilough said. Carmelo Anastasi reported on the_eeford Burke, an elder from Jamaic:
see “Ballot Results” sidebar below. Mr. Kilough pointed out that the He mentioned that the fast he calledvork of the Church irtaly. He men- has tried twice to come to the GCE ht

strengths of the Church are spiritual irffor June 4 is between Passover/Unleationed that 97 percent of Italians aréhas been turned down by U.S. authol
Keynote Speech From the nature. The exercise of godliness hasned Bread and Pentecost, and that vikoman Catholic. The Church of God idies.
New President benefits in the future and now. We areshould focus on the themes of both sedegally free to proclaim the gospel now, Barbados used to be “the Church «

The keynote speaker was the incomrot called to focus on our local congresons. He said we would hope that ibut time is fleeting. There are very fewGod of women,” but now has eight mel
ing president, Clyde Kilough. He askedgations or nations, but the great work omembers of the first-century Churchfinancial resources and little time. along with the 20 baptized women, witt
the elders to personally consider th&od. could see us now, they would not only There are 21 members in the northa total attendance of 40. We began airit
questions asked of the presidential can- Mr. Kilough asked the audience torecognize us as having the same dod46 in Sicily and other members scattereNradio programs in February.
didates. What is your vision for thefocus on their calling. What gave thentrines, but recognize us as having thecross the country. Total attendance is In Guyana, our members are fron
Church, and what would you focus ormeaning in life? He mentioned that hesame spirit and zeal. 62, including children. Amerindian groups in the interior. There
for the next three to five years? All of thenever gave the final heart-to-heart have been challenges
candidates had the same basic visiospeech in Spokesman Club, but that heaternational Reports getting tapes to them.
We all want the Church to be a placgave a heart-to-heart to the Council in After a break, six ministers gave inter| In St. Kitts there is
where people come and grow, like “thethe presidential selection process. Heational reports. an attendance of six.
Zone" at our summer camps. We want ¢old about how he learned the truths of First was Rainer Salomaa, reportin They have &Nradio
Church that is ever more positive, zealthe Bible and was called by God. on the work of the Church Banada. broadcast there, as
ous, fervent and upbeat—that is truly He explained that real zeal and enthuMr. Salomaa said that Canada hg well as a brochure and
focused on the Kingdom of God. siasm bring emotion, but should not beserved as a training ground for futur | newsstand program.

How do we achieve this? Mr. Kilough fueled by emotion. We shouldn't rely onpresidents—three of the four UCG preg In St. Lucia, they
said we must always be on a quest to betn emotional spiritual caffeine jolt, butidents have served in Canada! have 15 attending and
ter coordinate our resources. What cahave a steadily burning inner zeal that He mentioned that on the nationg have brochure and
we do better, faster and stronger? He saitfives us daily. scene, right now Canada is facing tl newsstand pro-
we will waste nothing, seek to continu-  He explained how the fear of nucleabiggest governmental scandal in its hig ] grams.
ally lift our standards of performancewar caused his parents to consider movery and has same-sex marriage legisliternational speakers: Peter In Trinidad, they
and establish a true spirit of reconciliaing to Australia, Latin America and ationin the works. Also, four RCMP offi- Liawkins, David Baker, Kingsley now have 13 attend-

tion. 500-acre farm in the Ozarks. But all ofcers were shot recently, causing grejather, Melvin Rhodes, Carmelo | ing and recently
Mr. Kilough said some of the chal- these plans fell through, and then his patrauma in the nation. Anastasi and Rainer Salomaa: incorporated the Church there.

Mr. Salomaa gave an update aboutthigns ' German elder Alfred Riehle and Mr. Mather also discussed the

Church in Canada. He mentioned thigarman ABC student Jurgen Haslop Caribbean Leadership Training grou

Bal IOt Resu ItS there are 23 members of the Canadiar and the youth camp in Jamaica. The

National Conference and nine members The ItalianGood Newsad dropped are 10,80G0od Newsnagazines being
At the end of the business session May 15, then Council Chairman Clyate the National Council. He showedfrom 6,000 to about 1,500, but withsent into the region, ar@N radio pro-

Kilough announced the results of the balloting: photos of the office staff: Ed van Pelt,advertising in several magazines thegrams air in three areas. Now about 2
First, he gave thanks to Doug Horchak, who chose to step off the Councik@vin Ford, Linda Wasilkoff and Wayne have attracted 1,500 new subscribers, geople are being served in th
Elders, for his years of service on the Council. The Council members chosén now they are up to about 3,000 sub€aribbean, while there were only twc
this year are Joel Meeker, Aaron Dean, Jim Franks and Larry Salyer. United News Canadanow handled scribers. when Mr. Mather first came to the GCE
» The 2005-2006 Strategic Plan passed with 303 yes, 18 no. by Graemme Marshall, and Canada’s Mr. Anastasi said they have now pur- David Baker reported on the work ir
» The 2005-2006 Operation Plan passed with 301 yes, 18 no. Ministerial Services team is made up othased a one-room national officethe Far East. He mentioned there has
» The 2005-2006 Budget passed with 293 yes, 28 no. Bob Berendt, Glen White and Rainemwhich also serves as a meeting hall anloeen steady growth in the Philippines-

» Amendment to the Constitution 5.1.1 passed with 279 yes, 24 no. | Salomaa. The media team is coordinatias other uses. He said the lItaliathere are now 22 congregations with 57
* Amendment to the Bylaws 8.2.1 did not pass with 183 yes, 124 no.| ed by David Palmer, and the webmastdrethren feel so isolated and welcomattending. They have three Feast site
» Amendment to the Bylaws 12.2.2.6 passed with 260 yes, 32 no. is Paul Wasilkoff. Canada has 21 eldersiisitors. Though they wish they could all ge
» Amendment to the Bylaws 12.2.2.7 passed with 255 yes, 44 no. five are salaried and one is a half-time Melvin Rhodes reported ddhana. together at just one site, transportation
» Amendment to the Bylaws 12.2.2.8 passed with 208 yes, 104 no. (Thigr@nee. Herb Teitgen from the UnitedHe mentioned that we were hoping tdoo expensive. In 2001 the Philippine
the official result announced May 24 by Secretary Gerald Seelig, confirmiSgates helps with the Winnipeg, Mani-have two Ghanaian pastors at the GClBad 3,86@N subscribers, and now ha:
the provisional announcement at the GCE May 15. The amendment passeibbg, congregation. He also said they afsut the U.S. officials didn’t schedule 8,263. Mr. Baker mentioned that one ¢

exactly the two thirds required.) alternating summer camps betweetheir interview for travel documents untilthe Philippine ministers, Mr. Siopan, ha
* Amendment to Bylaws 12.2.2.12 passed with 253 yes, 49 no. eastern and western Canada. tomorrow! He said he hopes they carto travel for five days to reach one cor
» Amendment to the Bylaws 12.2.2.1-.12 passed with 286 yes, 19ng.  Peter Hawkins then reported on the&ome next year. gregation! The Philippines also has

The revised Constitution and Bylaws can be found on the Web Btitish Isles.He said so many peoplein  Mr. Rhodes said Ghana is stable andummer camp, which expects 3
www.ucg.org/about. The changed sections are 5.1.1 of the Constitutign &riain live lives that are without mean-prospering compared to its troubleccampers later this month.
12.2.2.1 through 12.2.2.13 of the Bylaws. ing. neighbors. He expressed appreciation In Hong Kong there are five mem:
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bers. Many have been praying abouareas. He also listed challenges in harr than the number of Sabbatarians (69pdates from the Church. The hope iboards do in the beginning, out of nece
Sophia Ma who had leukemia. Her candling difficulties among people in a way per month) who contacted our ministersthat these short, interesting and helpfudity they became involved in manage
cer has gone into remission. Her broththat promotes growth, focusing our Mr. Pinelli also reported that the final messages will be passed along to friendsent in order to organize. Over the yea
er will be going to the United Youth proclamation efforts and transitioninghardback hymnal will be ready in twoto reach a growing number of people. the Council has evolved into the bod
Camp in Texas this year. responsibilities from the aging to theyears or less, and we hope to print copies ¢ A press release about the Church’sriginally envisioned, focused on the

In Sri Lanka there are 4300d News younger generation. for members who want to buy them forobservance of Unleavened Bread wagovernance issues of vision and strateg
subscribers and 15 members just south After Mr. Holladay's address, Mr. about $3.50. sent out to newspapers in 20 areaglanning, and the administration ha
of the capital, Colombo. Mr. Baker bap-Kilough presented a gift and flowers to  In the last three years of Leadershijincluding the local pastors’contact infor-focused on managing.
tized two people on arecent trip. We ar®oy and Norma Holladay to warmWorkshops, 54 have attended and fivenation. We also plan to test a press Mr. Kilough then gave the rest of his
hoping to establish a Feast site in Siapplause. have been ordained. There have beaglease about Pentecost as well. time for a special presentation.
Lanka. seven hires, and two hires are pending ¢ Print advertising is getting excellent

In India, there are 1,1%0od News Treasurer's Address to balance the two pastors who are retiresults. There will be a record high of %0-Year Tribute for McNairs
subscribers and one member. The group Tom Kirkpatrick said that God hasing. million total impressions this year, andand Meekers
in eastern India is still interested in oubeen good and generous in supplying There will be a Feast in Jordan thisve expect 70,000 responses. Richard Pinelli then presented a trit
literature and is using our booklets forour needs and then some. He has giverear, and Mr. Pinelli encouraged every- « There has been encouraging growtlate to Mr. and Mrs. Burk McNair and
adult Bible classes. The group is verys stability following the “earthquake” one to pray for peace in the Middle Easthrough the Web sites, with up toMr.and Mrs. George Meeker. Both me
zealous—they have four services on thef the 1990s. Dr. Kirkpatrick said thatHe mentioned that last year two Feas350,000 visitors,
Sabbath! The children are able to recitenaybe we have had seven fat years sinsées were spared the hurricanes (Panavery — month.
long passages of Scripture. Mr. Bake998, during which we have storedma City Beach, Florida, and JekyllWe had abouf
was also visited by a man in India whaeserves to help in future lean years, island, Georgia). 300 visitors a
serves a group of 100 attendees. He ju§tod allows that to come. There have been three-day regionalay when we[™
heard about us and came all the way He said the “train wreck” of 1998 hasconferences in six areas so far, and thersoved the office [
across India to meet Mr. Baker. The mamorphed into financial stability. Today’s has been good feedback so far. to Cincinnati;
also requested 1,0@N brochures for balance sheet expresses commitment toMr. Pinelli concluded with some now there are
distribution in his area! the longer term. Dr. Kirkpatrick stressedessons learned during the last 10 yearsyer 11,000 a

In Myanmar, Mr. Baker gave a manthat God gets all the credit. as reported by those at the three-day coday. TheGood
an oldStrong's Concordanc&he man  But to put things in perspective, heferences: You do what is right because ilews site has
was very thankful and said there was nqiointed out that one professional bases the right thing to do, regardless of thdnad a 418 per:
another book like it in his country. ball player earns more each year than treost. We have seen peace grow. We hagent increase.

entire income of the Church. He urgedh God of peace, but He fights for His « Internet
Tribute to Deceased everyone not to give in to the temptatiorpeople (Romans 16:20). Righteousnedeeyword searc
Elders/Wives to say, “We are rich and increased ifeads to quietness (Isaiah 32:17). Madvertising

Ken Giese led a tribute to 14 eldergoods.” Pinelli encouraged everyone not to leexposed 11.5
and wives, with photos, tributes from He mentioned that the salary rangedown after 10 years. Satan will have wamillion people to our listings, and 2,61¢George and Karen Meeker and Billie
family and friends and a printedhadn't changed, and that last year'svith the Church. Being comfortable isGoogle users and 5,305 Yahoo searchiSue and Burk McNair receive plaques
brochure. Those remembered were: financial statements were printed in thgood, he said, except when it leads talicked through in April. Altogether, thein honor of 50 years of service in the

Robert Ashland, Garry Barber, JaneBeptember/October 20Qhited News. complacency. Internet drew 20,000 responses in Apriministry (photo by Janet Treadway)
Borton, Christine Carter, Elsie Conley,He handed out a Summary Financial Mr. Eddington said the Church has
Teresa Dimakis, Rosene Hegna, Willidndicators sheet that highlighted theMedia and Communications been increasing Internet advertisingwere ordained in January 1955 and a
Johnson, Sherry Koon, Mary McCarble tremendous change in financial positiorServices while cutting back a little on print adver- celebrating 50 years in the ministry @
Gene Nielander, George Peyton, Manfrom 1997 to 2004. Peter Eddington, operation managetjsing. He also talked about the mediahe Church of God. An audiovisual pre
Whetson and Dean Wilson. Dr. Kirkpatrick pointed out that the reported many key statistics in thecenter and the development of a multisentation included photos from the pa

The afternoon was started with arend to the end of the fiscal year showgrowth of the media efforts, and high-media Web site. Over the years th&0 years and video clips from the hor
prayer by Don Waterhouse. income about 1 percent above budgetlighted the potential of the new InternetChurch has capitalized on print ancbrees.

technologies that the Church is posiradio—the new technologies of the time. Mr. McNair encouraged young peo
President’s Address Ministerial Services tioned to use even more effectively.  The seeds we are sowing will bear fruiple to do what is right—do unto other:

Roy Holladay reported on the last 10 Richard Pinelli, Ministerial Services « Although theGood Newsrintrun  at the right time. as you would have them do to you. M
years of United as well as growth in thedperation manager, said this year hagmains fairly constant, individual sub- Meeker advised spending time gettin
last three years. In 1995 there werbeen avery good year overall, with a fevecriptions continue to grow. They areAddress From the Chairman  very familiar with the Bible, following
11,726 attending on Pentecost andlitches. Ministerial Services has ful-now at 312,000, for a 9 percentincrease Clyde Kilough then gave the Councilwhat the Bible says. He said that's whi
17,458 at the Feast. In 2004 we had Slled most of what was in the Operationfor the year. chairman’s report. He asked, How hapeople did in the early years, and the
Feast sites, and attendance has grown Btan from last year. A few things inedu-  After several mentions ifhe Good the Council developed in the last 10vould pattern their lives on what the
percent over the last six years. cational areas were not done since thidews, World News and Prophestyb-  years? To answer that question, he intefearned.

He reported that over the last threeninisters are wearing so many hats.  scriptions are rising very sharply, nowiewed Bob Dick and Vic Kubik, the  The couples received plaques in hol
years we have added over a million dol- Why was U.S. Holy Day attendancenearing 35,000. two men who have served on the Courer of the occasion and received a stan
lars to reserves. Two years ago $430,00fbwn a little? He said he doesn't know, « There has been a 14 percentil continuously since the beginning ofing ovation from the General Confer
were added to reserves, and $460,008ut he tries to look at the trends for théncrease in donors, and a 15 percertinited. ence of Elders.
were added last year. This year anothavhole year. One factor is that the Churclincrease in coworkers. Together they They said the Council began with a The meeting concluded with praye
$200,000 is projected to be added. is getting older, and itis harder for manymake up 8 percent of Church income. clear focus and great zeal, but as marlyy Don Ward.un

Mr. Holladay also mentioned the bigto travel to services. * 40,000 mailings go out of the home
increase in donors and coworkers and Mr. Pinelli reported that there wereoffice mail room every month, a 150 pe
the 464,000 pieces sent out from th&76 baptisms and two new congregaeent increase over 2002.
home office mail room. He reported thations started last year. For the first time, ¢ A new e-mail initiative, called “This G CE WorkSh Ops H e I d M ay 16
World News and Prophetyas grown new contacts without a Sabbatariarts the Way,” will go out to the 20,0000  On Monday, GCE attendees col
from 18,000 to 30,000, and we antici-background (73 per month) were highpeople who have signed up for e-ma participate in three workshops frol
pate it growing to 50,000. the following:

Mr. Holladay also highlighted the S I d F . I C N « Stirring Up Love and Gooq
growth of the United Church of God Works Through Friendship: Pa
Web site. In 2002 we had a high o e eCte InanCIa Omparlsons 1:Women's Panel (Teddi Treybigfs
120,000 visitors a month. Now we've 1997 2004 and Part 2 and Ladies’ Tea (Ja *‘
had 353,000 for the highest month, an Total current assets $311,499 $6,307,690 Johnson). !
we're shooting for a half million this | Total current liabilities 1,341,400 908,455 » Working With Young Adults g
year. We've almost tripled the numbe| Total net working capital (1,029,901) 5,399,235| (James Capo, Darris McNeely anddies’ Tea (photo by Janet Treadway)
of dalily hits. Mr. Holladay said he was David Treybig).
excited about the new media center. | Total unrestricted net assets (“net worth”) (775,094) 6,436,969 -« Vision for the Generations (Doug Horchak and Mark Winner).
Mr. Holladay also mentioned the « Communication—a Vital Ingredient for Happy, Successful Marriages! (Ga
Good Works program and the meetin{ Total income 15,785,912 19,096,637 | Antion, Jerold Aust and Steve Myers).
held last year to help coordinate the ed| Total expense 16,570,894 18,725,224 < Culture Warfare and the Church (Larry Greider, Ralph Levy and Dave|R¢
cation programs of the Church. Total change in net assets (784,982) 371,413 ister).
Three opportunities Mr. Holladay » Extreme Makeover: Computer Edition (Richard Kennebeck and [Pe
highlighted were the developmentof ou  Total appropriated funds Wiasilkoff).
children and teenagers, advancement| set aside for retirement “YGTBK!!"™* 788,756 « Parenting Nuts and Bolts (Ken Treybig, Larry Salyer and Gerald Hoygr)
the Internet and growth in internationa *You've got to be kidding!! * Planning for Retirement (Britton Taylor and Jon Garnant).
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United’s 10th Anniversary: Looking Back, Looking Ahead

by Roy Holladay ters in United have been asked to fulfilkold that nothing had really changed. Yefinancial resources through their tithesed must use most of its resources to i
more job responsibilities than in the pastalmost every teaching was being undeand offerings. ry out the commission of preaching th
During this spring and early summer,These include writing, editing, serving atmined. We all remember the potential finan-gospel and preparing a people, God h

the United Church of Godn Interna-  teen and preteen camps, coordinating God has blessed United as an organtial disaster we were faced with in 1997blessed us graciously so that we can al
tional Associatioris celebrating its 10th Feast sites, special committees and tagiational home where we can practice ouVe appreciate all of the sacrifices thatledicate time, manpower and finance
anniversary. Of course, our humbleforces, Council duties, speaking mordraditional beliefs in peace. God has prewvere made by both members and thi help those less fortunate.
efforts are simply a continuation of theoften, etc. served the truth and we strive to live itministry to blunt that monetary melt-  In working together with LifeNets
work that Jesus Christ began in the first Their maturity and sound teachingYet, we cannot take this for granteddown. and through the Church’s own Goor
century. have provided stability to the congregaEven in the first-century Church, the Since that time we have been able tiVorks Program, hundreds of peopl
tions. Notice the job of an elder in Eph-apostles had to warn about and combatcumulate proper cash reserves and INgve been helped in numerous countri
To God Goes the Praise esians 4:13-15: “Till we all come to thefalse teachings. That danger was presewithin our budgets. to be able to establish better lives fc
First of all, we acknowledge, as Jesusinity of the faith and of the knowledgethen, and has been a threat ever since. Increases in income over the yearthemselves. The value of all goods ar
Christ did, that it is God who receivesof the Son of God, to a perfect man, to In the formation of governance with-have allowed the Church to slowlyservices easily reaches into the hundre
the credit for any accomplishments ovethe measure of the stature of the fullnesa United, a process was establisheanprove and expand its work in everyof thousands of dollars. LifeNets ha
the last 10 years. In John 5:19 Jesus saitf, Christ; that we should no longer beinvolving the General Conference ofarea. Responsible and conservative ugeen able to provide more than $2 mi
“Most assuredly, | say to you, the Sorchildren, tossed to and fro and carriedlders, Council of Elders and numerousf finances by all employees during thdion in charitable assistance, most ¢
can do nothing of Himself, but what He individual efforts so that no one per-last several years has allowed for a comwhich has benefited United members.
sees the Father do; for whatever He dog son or small group of people couldsistent cash flow and the ability to main-
the Son also does in like manner.” change doctrine again. On the pos-
Paul applied this principle to himself| itive side, this process also allol
and the New Testament Church. “ us to research, articulate ared i there are clear examples and instru
planted, Apollos watered, but God gav¢ expound on those doctrines inf 4 tions for training future leaders within

2 A eiptal y T
the increase. So then neither he wi manner that is clear and thoroug s . l- 15 I"’ L8 | the Church. Some of the prophet
.
" - l."l I
| At

Growing in Knowledge
In both the Old and New Testament:

plants is anything, nor he who waterg We have heard many times abq established schools to meet this go:
but God who gives the increase” ( the effectiveness of our brochurg Paulinstructed Timothy to train others
Corinthians 3:6-7). We fully recognize so that they could teach brethren: “Yo
that God gives to each of us differen therefore, my son, be strong in the grac
gifts, talents, opportunities and respol that is in Christ Jesus. And the thing
sibilities, but He produces the growth. [t that you have heard from me amon
As we look back over the past 10 tain a healthy level of reserves.many witnesses, commit these to faitt
years, we need to reflect on what Goabout with every wind of doctrine, bj ful men who will be able to teach other
has done for us by His inspiration andhe trickery of men, in the cunnin The Gospel Goes also” (2 Timothy 2:1-2).
power, realizing our total dependencycraftiness of deceitful plotting, bu: Out To this end, God gave us the means
upon Him. speaking the truth in love, may grow The Bible is clear: the good establish the Ambassador Bible Cente
inall things into Him who is the head: news of the Kingdom of God a seven-month, intensive study of th
Blessing of Brethren Christ.” Bible. This program gives detailec
United has been blessed with a large We thank you elders and wives f instruction in every book of the Bible. It
core of members who have been in thgour tireless service to God, to H also gives teaching on the major dot
Church for along time—20 to 40 yearsChurch and to the world as a whole. trines and practical Christianity.
They remained faithful and in many cas- f Along with ABC, there has been ¢
es took the lead against heresies beingouth of the Church—Our Above, regional pastors in June h strong emphasis on education throug
introduced. Since that time, our brethrefruture 1995; upper left, first issue of The out the Church.
have shown spiritual maturity in weath- - United has always recognized that th ood News handed out at the The Bible admonishes allmemberst
ering the various challenges and trialyouth are our future—future membersgeast in 1995; upper right, Council grow in knowledge. United has bee

L S
. ) |

United has experienced. and leaders. We have been blessed Wigf Eders and wives Dec. 3, 1995; blessed with capable people in a varie

Members have served directly andnany young adults and young peoplyight, new home office building of important educational areas: Gener
indirectly in almost all facets of the workamong us who are excited about God'completed 2002 will be preached until the return of Jesug&ducation, Youth Education, Ministeri-
of the Church: local, regional, national,plan and about working together. Christ, and the Church has been directl Education and Focused Educatio
in the congregation, in humanitarian God places a strong emphasis omagazines and reprint articles. ed to proclaim that message. The Neskzach committee has specific plans fc
projects, in media efforts, etc. This ispassing along the truth of the Bible to Paul regularly admonished TimothyTestament Church began on that diredepics to be covered and methods to |
what Paul discussed in Ephesians 4:16ur children, teenagers and youngnd others to emphasize doctrine—i.etive. used. This past year the first educatic

“from whom the whole body, joined andadults, and on bringing families togeth-sound teachings. In 2 Timothy 2:14-16 United was founded on the principleconference was held to make sure tr
knit together by what every joint sup-er (Malachi 4:6). Back in 1995, the firstwe read: “Remind them of these thingspf greater involvement, and we see thatur efforts are being coordinated an
plies, according to the effective workingitem of business for the interim Councilcharging them before the Lord not tan efforts that involve ministers andthat there is no unnecessary duplicatic
by which every part does its share, causvas the establishment of youth campstrive about words to no profit, to the ruinmembers in reaching out to the public.of effort.
es growth of the body for the edifying offor that summer. Indeed, one of theof the hearers. Be diligent to present United has been given, and has used, In addition to specific literature anc
itself in love.” biggest successes of United has been tiieurself approved to God, a worker whanearly every available method to preachrticles inThe Good NewandUnited

The members of the Church are outnited Youth Camps program, whichdoes not need to be ashamed, rightlthe gospel. These includée Good Newsclasses from ABC are made avail
greatest asset—an army of Spirit-filledhas given thousands of teens and adudividing the word of truth. But shun pro-News, World News and Prophecyable online. Instructors from ABC alsc
committed and faithful servants. Ourworkers the chance to grow (spirituallyfane and idle babblings, for they will dozens of booklet§&;ood News Radio, conduct three or four regional mini-
appreciation goes out to them for theiand otherwise) in a concentrated anahcrease to more ungodliness.” two cable-access television programsamplers every year. Ministerial Ser
support, prayers and involvement in conenjoyable environment. In addition, we God has given us capable researche@omorrowandGood New the Inter-  vices has also begun a program to me
tinuing the work of God. haveVertical Thoughimagazine, Sab- writers and editors who can make theseet, advertisements and public Bibleor and develop leadership at all leve

bath school programs, teen Bible studiesgital truths understandable for a 21sseminars. of the Church and among all age groug

Leadership of Elders and the Youth Corps program. century audience. Through tBéle We have printed 3,543,000 booklets

Throughout the Bible, God has used We want to offer special thanks to allStudy Course\Veb site, Fundamental and currently we have 31 titles in print Walk in Faith
elders to serve His people and providéhose who have served faithfully andBeliefs audio cassette program, studyVe have printed over 15,690,8320d We could certainly say much mor¢
them with direction, guidance, comfortdiligently in the youth programs. We papers and literature, brethren and neNewsmagazines and sent those to sufabout the past 10 years. The credit a
and care. God has blessed United witkalute our young people as well, knowpeople have several means by whichcribers and other outlets. Recently, glory for what has been accomplishe
hundreds of elders, both those employeithg that it is not easy to serve God in thishey can study the main doctrines of thenedia center was approved that wiljoes to God. The last 10 years demo

and not employed by the Church, mostvorld. Bible. greatly increase our abilities in the videcstrate what God can do in spite of ot
of whom have been ordained for 10 area-including TV programs andhuman frailties and deficiencies. Nt
years or more. These individuals havé&iving Attention to Doctrine  Financial Stability streaming video for the Internet. matter how many “tangibles” we may
given of their energy, heart and time to When we think about the main cata- The spiritual, doctrinal and human have in people, literature, finances, etc
help ensure a peaceful and enrichinfyst for the start of United, one wordresources God has blessed United witbo Good to All we must never forget that this is a wor
spiritual home for God's people. comes to minddoctrine. are by far the most important. However, God has not only given us what weof faith. “We walk by faith, not by sight”

United started with the approach that Inthe late '80s and early '90s, our trafunds are also needed to accomplish threeed to provide for people spiritually. He(2 Corinthians 5:7). Let us appreciate t
we would provide shepherds and seritional beliefs and way of life were work God has given us. Thanks to God'ias also been generous to us so that Wiessings that we have, moving forwar
vants to pastor and serve each congrbeing systematically dismantled. Theblessings, dedicated brethren, coworkean offer charitable assistance to Churcbn our knees in seeking to follow God':
gation that we have. In addition, minis-insidious thing was that we were beingers and donors have provided stableiembers and all humanity. While Unit-will. un
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Do You Practice 1 Thessalonians 5:217

m The Bible instructs us to Thessalonica to “prove all things; holdthen—they made a study of the Wordspending the time and effort to examfibrary of tapes and CDs of the lecture

examine. test and prove fast that which is good” (1 Thessaloni-of God a part of their livesvery day! ine it carefully in the light of Scripture. of various Ambassador Bible Cente
L . ans 5:21, KJV). The word used forThey wanted to know whether or notThe same thing happened later on ifABC) classes and sermons collecte

what we believe. It isn't “prove” in the Greek means to “test,Paul’s preaching was accurate. If theyhe congregations of the region ofon various topics. The General Epis
good enough to just believe  examine, prove, scrutinizeThayer's could affirm his teachings from the Galatia (Galatians 1:6; 3:1). If it couldtles and Epistles of Paul, the book ¢
or to accept a doctrine just Abridged Greek Lexicgn ) Scriptures they had (what we call thenappen to them—it could happen tdaniel, marriage and family relations
because it has been taught We are instructed to examine, tesDIld Testament), then they couldus! and much more have been taped a
gnt. and prove what we believe. It isn'taccept it as something new they had duplicated for each congregation to pt

by Thomas L. Clark good enough to just believe, or toearned. Where Do We Start? in their library. Each provides anothe

accept a doctrine just because it has If, however, they had found Paul's Understanding that, how can andool to use in personal Bible study.
been taught. Perhaps now would be &achings to be incorrect when examshould we go about examining and All of these can be a big help to u
The wet and coolness of spring wagiood time for each of us to ask ourined in the light of Scriptures, itis cer-proving our beliefs? Where do wein following 1 Thessalonians 5:21, bu
finally giving way to the pleasant selves: “Do | practice 1 Thessaloniangain they would have rejected them astart? | want to offer a word of caution here
warmth of early summer, so John and:21?" heresy. Put another way, it was impor- We are fortunate to live in an ageAs well written and accurate as a mag
Marge decided it was time to invite the tant for them to know what theywhere studying the Scriptures is morezine article, booklet and study cours
new neighbors over for a backyard barBeing Like the Bereans believed, but it was just as important tawonvenient than ever before. Bibles irmay be, as colorful and well presente
becue. Over the course of the evening A wonderful example of doing just knowwhythey believed it! many different translations are com-as an ABC class may be, they are n
the conversation turned to church anthatis recorded in Acts 17. Paul and his Their example is a wonderful lessormonly available, and many are fairlyScripture, and watching, reading an
religion. party had trouble in the city of Thessafor each of us in the Church of Godinexpensive to obtain. There are constudying them should nplaceread-
Since John and Marge were estatlonica and had to leave under cover aioday. Paul was not always met withcordances that make finding a particuing the Bible.
lished and comfortable with theirdarkness. They traveled west about 7fespect, but he was in Berea. It shoulthr verse or section much easier and To effectively use material pub-
church, the new couple asked severathiles to the city of Berea, where Paube the hallmark of every individual andfaster. There are Bible dictionaries, lexdished by the Church, we should tak
questions about their beliefs and whynce again began to preach the truthevery congregation of God's Churchicons, commentaries and Bible atlasethe approach of the Bereans and list
they believed them. John quickly Verse 11 says this of the men anthat we listen and approach the ministryo help us further understand the wordéor read) intently, and then study th
found himself in a quandary with onewomen of Berea: “Now the Bereanswith dignity and respect (HebrewsGod chose to use, the circumstances iible daily to prove what we've read.
of the “why” questions because he hadvere of more noble character than th&3:17). That is the starting point. which the men and women of old lived
no answer. He turned to Marge, whaThessalonians, for they received the But we also must know with cer- and how to apply their examples to ouPrepared to Give an
could not answer either. So he turnethessage with great eagerness andinty what we believe, and we need tdives today. Answer
back to their guests and stated, “l guessxamined the Scriptures every day tbe sure we knowhywe believe it. To  For those who are a little computer The benefits to each of us of exan
| believe it because it's what oursee if what Paul said was true” (NIV).do that, we have to examine, test andavvy, all of those Bible helps can bening, studying and proving our beliefs
Church teaches.” The approach of the Bereans iprove our beliefs, carefully examiningfound in various computer programsare tremendous. Our faith is strengtt
As members of the Church of God,something you and | can learn fromthe things we are taught in the light ofor many times even on the Internet freened as we become more confident
most of us find ourselves faced withFirst of all they “received the word’— Scripture, being certain our faith isof charge. A computer can make findwhat we believe. We will not be as eas
questions about our beliefs from timethey listened attentively and respectsecure, not easily moved (Hebrewsng information faster, and often will ily swayed by a new idea or passin
to time. Questions like: “Why do you fully to the preaching of Paul. They13:9). allow you to pull material together fancy of doctrine that comes our way
go to church on Saturday? Are youvanted to know what he had to say and That is the danger of accepting thdrom various sources and save it to &ecause we will not only know wha
Jewish?” or “Why don't you keep make sure they clearly understood hinChurch teachings blindly rather tharfile or print it out as a study of a par-we believe, but, just as importantly, we
Christmas? Don't you believe inbefore making any judgments. following 1 Thessalonians 5:21. To theticular topic. will know why we believe it—and we
Jesus?” And we can expect that our Now | suppose it would have beencongregation in Corinth Paul wrote:  Church publications also provide acan go back and prove it again if nee
neighbors and coworkers will havemuch easier for them to listen and thefBut | am afraid that just as Eve waswealth of information that we can usebe. We will be able to do what John an
questions, because our beliefs are ioonclude that Paul was correct, andleceived by the serpent’s cunningto prove our beliefs. The topicsMarge couldn't when we are ques
many ways very different from the accept what he said without furtheryour minds may somehow be ledaddressed in various booklets havéoned about our beliefs: “Always be
beliefs of most of our neighbors,worry. But that was not their approachastray from your sincere and purebeen researched and written carefullprepared to give an answer to everyol
coworkers and even family members.They understood that the Word of Godlevotion to Christ. For if someoneto be easy to understand and scripaho asks you to give the reason for tt
When you are asked questions abowthould be handled with dignity andcomes to you and preaches a Jesus otiwally accurate. hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:1¢
your faith, are you able to provide ancare, not taken lightly or taken forer than the Jesus we preached, orifyou The Bible Reading ProgramNIV).
answer, or do you find yourself in thegranted. So they “examined the Scripreceive a different spirit from the one(www.ucg.org/brp) has been devel- Paul told the brethren in Thesse
same position as John? This is not whatires every day to see if what Paul saiglou received, or a different gospel fromoped as a means to help each of us relhica to “prove all things; hold fast
our Creator wants from those He hasvas true.” the one you accepted, you put up witlthrough the entire Bible with a greatthat which is good.” It was sage advic
called and chosen to live His way of Not only did they open the Scrip-it easily enough” (2 Corinthians 11:3-deal of background information. It is afor the early Church, and it is needfu
life! tures and study subjects for themd4, NIV). wonderful source of information andfor the Church of God in these en:
In a list of final admonitions at the selves, but we are told they did so dai- The Corinthians exhibited the all-an aid to Bible study. times as much or more than ever.
end of his letter to the Thessaloniandy. They didn't just listen on the too-human tendency to be taken in by The United Church of God also has So once again let's ask, “Do | prac
the apostle Paul told the Church irfSabbath and look up some things good sounding argument withouproduced and distributed a sizabldice 1 Thessalonians 5:212N

Remember Your Beginning!

] Looking back over the ation or not? And if so, what do weus had started, grounded in God'sletermination to make it work andremain in a church that had abolishe
R do? Word. Why? Because God said inmeet in a place were we could wor-God’s laws.
last 10 years can remind us Of course there was no doubt thaNumbers 15:40: “Then you will ship God in spirit and truth. We were

to be humble and thankful a1 of us at that meeting had hademember to obey all my commandswilling to bring our own chairs to sit United’s First Pentecost

for all God has given us. enough of the changing of doctrinesand will be consecrated to your God'in just so we could meet together.  Pentecost was our first service wit
that left us with a crisis of con- (New International Version through- Why did we feel this way? United. It was an emotional time for
by Janet Treadway science. We had to take action and dout). Because Psalm 78:35 says, “Theys. We were very sad that we had 1
something. Many decisions were made tharemembered that God was theileave friends and family member:

It was a warm evening in May of When the question was asked if wenight. The one thing that stood out inRRock, that God Most High was theirbehind, but we were also happy thatw
1995 when a group of 30 of us, alongshould leave the church that essentialny mind that evening was humility. Redeemer.” Psalm 103:18 adds thatould join others who remembere:
with our pastor, met in the basemenly left us, all hands went up with aWe had nothing as a group of people tGod is “with those who keep histheir roots, which were based on God
of an elder’s home. This was a veryesounding “yes!” Why? Because westart out with: No meeting place, nocovenant and remember to obey hitaws. The next Sabbath we met in
important meeting, to decide a majoremembered our roots. We went backodium, no sound system . . . precepts.” The desire to do this wasmall conference room in a hotel. Th
issue. Do we leave our church assocto the trunk of the tree, to where all of  All we had was each other and thenuch greater than the desire tdirst song we sang together was, “Ot
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How Love | Thy Law!” How many of God, was handed out at the fewstudies and audio and video groups iand consider what your hands havéul that you do not forget thedrp
times had | sung that song before, buteast sites that we had. We were on odi5 international countries, ministersdone.” We must go back from time toyour God, failing to observe his com:
it seemed as if | were singing it for theway to restoring the truth of God! Itto serve all of those churches andime and reflect on all that God hasnands, his laws and his decrees tha
first time and with great emotion. ~ was a joy to run into people at the Feashore. done for us with gratitude and thanksam giving you this day. Otherwise
I remember how people came out ofhat you knew and to share the excite- We have come a long way fromgiving, not only as a church, but aswhen you eat and are satisfied, whe
the woodwork to serve with humility. ment of remembering our roots andL995. God was truly compassionate tindividuals. you build fine houses and settle dowr
Whatever needed to be done was doneemaining true to God’s truth. us and has given us much. In Psalm Remember those earlier days afteand when your herds and flocks groy
People surprised me with their talents, 111:4 it says, “He has caused his wonyou had received the light, when youarge and your silver and gold increas
which | never knew they had! FeastMighty Blessings ders to be remembered; theAbis  stood your ground in a great contest irand all you have is multiplied, ther
sites were put together in a matter of a It has now been 10 years since thajracious and compassionate.” He truthe face of suffering (Hebrews 10:32) your heart will become proud and yol
few weeks, and some of the peopldirst Pentecost service with United.ly has been compassionate to us askid we stand our ground in 19957 Yowwill forget the Lorp your God, who
involved had no previous experience.God has blessed us mightily. We havgeople and a church. bet! But it was God who helped usbrought you out of Egypt, out of the
a beautiful home office building, As God has given us all these blessand blessed us. Hebrews 11 is a chafand of slavery.”
Overwhelming Feast more than 40 international Feast sitesngs, can we forget and lose that exciteter about faith and about remember- Like the ancient Israelites, we al
The first Feast with United was 11 U.S. Feast sites, Ambassador Bibleent that we had in the beginning?ng all that God did for our fathers have stories to tell of our coming out o
overwhelming! At Jekyll Island, every Center, 31 booklet§Vorld News and Can we begin to become unthankfulpefore us. “Egypt,” of how God delivered us anc
sermon was met with applause. W&rophecy, United News, Verticaldemanding complainers? blessed us mightily. It is good to look
were hearing sermons that were ndhoughtyouth magazine, six official  We must not lose sight of our begin-Be Careful Not to Forget back and remember lest we becon
longer allowed in our former associaWeb sites, 8ible Study Coursejght nings. We must remember the humili- We must remember and be gratefuhaughty, proud, boasters, demandir
tion—sermons about the world tomor-United Youth Camps, 217 congregaty that we had in 1995. In Psalm 143:5or all the good that God has done foand unthankful. Let us all remembe
row and its great meaning. The firstions throughout the United StatesPavid says, “I remember the days ofus. In Deuteronomy 8:11-14 Mosesand give God thanks for all that He he
Good Newspublished with the truth more than 150 congregations, Bibldong ago; | meditate on all your workswarned the children of Israel: “Be care-done for us!un

Serious IlIness Brings Greater Appreciation of Life’s Preciousness

by John McClain

there faced some-
thing that was life
threatening, and
many of them
talked about it.
Like those in the
waiting room, all
Church members
know that our
past behavior was
spiritually  life

are trying to kill if the beam is not per-two other support group members h
fectly focused. experienced, but this sudden growth r:

Two years ago the MRI showed a Each of these treatments was availwas seven times the normal annual raj
nickel-sized benign tumor in my right able just 10 minutes from our home. The ENT doctor told me that | neede:
ear that had grown around the sheath that immediate treatment and he would n:
covers three nerves that transmit heai/hat to Do? let me leave his office until | promised t
ing, balance and facial control datatothe | was anointed, we prayed and weschedule it; no more discussion abo
brain. It had grown out of the bony canaivaited for over a year from the first diag-options and no more waiting with obsel
of the ear and up against the brain at th@osis. Another MR at that time showedvation. He was refreshingly frank an
top of the spinal column. the predicted slow growth rate. Havingfirm.

Thatwould explain the loss of hearingto wait meant putting many things on | wanted to continue to wait becaus

and the frequent dizziness, the ear, nogeld. We couldn't just do what we want-my first choice of the more focused radi threatening.
and throat doctor said. He referred med when we wanted. To quote a wellation was not yet on-line at the new faci Although the
to a surgeon who specializes in remowvknow person, “No problem for us patientity, and wouldn't be for another year ANA was, and

ing this type of tumor. guys!” Right? That was too long. stillis, helpful, the
Only one in 100,000 people get We read all the literature from the sur-  So we had a second consultation witSerious illness does more than interrupt our routine.  Church s our best
such a tumor. It usually grows at argeon and radiation oncologist. Wethe local oncologist and scheduled & can alter our view of life and help us to focus on ~ support group. It
annual rate of 10 percent, and theearched on the Internet about acouststarting date for radiation treatments. \yhat's really important and to appreciate life’s meets weekly, not
cause is unknown. During this expe-neuroma, and found volumes of infor-felt peaceful and thought that we Wergracigusness even more. semiannually, and
rience | have heard of others in themation on AN. getting the guidance and direction fo we discuss much
Church community who have an Our children were wonderful aboutwhich we had prayed. patients was poor. | am thankful thaimore than serious illnesses. The Chur
acoustic neuroma, but even largefinding Web sites and articles. The treatments were painlessthese more advanced medical techalways points us toward the Kingdom ¢
than mine, so they have had more seri- although it took some time to get used toiques are now available. God; nothing can be more supportiv
ous health problems and occupationtocal Support Group the restraining helmet needed to hold my than that.
al complications. We joined the local support group ofhead immobile while | was being Any Lessons From This We certainly have more empathy fo
the ANA, Acoustic Neuroma Associa- zapped. | was very thankful for the skillsExperience? the person behind each prayer reques
Treatment Options tion. It was a wonderfully helpful group, the medical staff had learned on patients What am | supposed to learn from We didn’t know how good we had it
The surgeon explained that | had threeshich met only semiannually, at bestwho had gone before me. this? Besides wearing earplugs whefor many years; we now appreciate goc
options. | could choose observation byut when | needed information, they just  Just as they predicted, | was so vergoing noisy work to protect what hear-health much more than before. We exp
way of an MRI every six months, sincehappened to have meetings. tired for weeks after the 28th and finaing | have left, a few lessons come taienced just a tiny little bit of what many
it is a slow growing mass. However, if There were members at the meetingseatment, but | remembered God'smind. brethren have gone through and a
left untreated, in time the tumor couldwho had had each of the types of treastrength is made perfect in weakness (2 In Job 36:22 Job’s friend, Elihu, asks going through in health trials. May Goc
be fatal asitincreased in size and pressecents available. They were willing to Corinthians 12:9). “Who teaches like Him?" It has beenheal each one as He sees fit to do.
against the brain. share their experiences and | could see | kept thinking, “When you're down most humbling to thank dozens of The intricate medical details we
I could elect to have surgery, but ther¢he outward results from those treatto nothing, God is up to something.”  brethren for their prayers and to thankearned through this trial served to reir
was no guarantee that the tumor woulchents. We did not like what we saw. God for answering those prayers in sucforce Psalm 139:14: We are “fearfully
not grow back. | could expecttotal hear- We asked the brethren in our locaRecovery Statistics a positive way. If God had not beerand wonderfully made.” These thre
ing loss in that ear, a droopy face, a drgongregation for their prayers for my  Six months after the final treatmentinvolved and had not healed, | would nonherves, which were impacted by th
eye and an eyelid that would not closéealing and for wisdom and guidance tand just three days before Thanksgivingave the quality of life | enjoy now.  tumor, are each smaller than a hum
properly and possibly permanentmake the best choice. This was anothd@ay, the follow-up MRI showed thatthe ~ So although | had treatments, | feehair, yet they carry invaluable data fo
headaches because of the proximity dsupport group” for us. tumorwa . . .DEAD!! Itwillremainas that God was involved and did heal. Théhe brain to process about hearing, be
the tumor to the top of the spinal column.  While investigating all the details we scar tissue indefinitely. results from these treatments didn't havence and facial control.
What else have you got, Doc? could find about radiation, we learned We had many reasons to rejoice antb turn out so positively. Patient endurance has been one t
A third option was radiation treat- that a newer type of more focused radigive thanks. One in 10 acoustic neuro- We thank God for each new day andesson. When exhaustion sets i, itis be
ments to kill the tumor. It took an oncol-ation was available three hours from oumas are not killed. Only one in fourthe strength and health to enjoyit. ~ to remember that this is all | can di
ogist to explain what to expect from radi-home. patients get better. My balance had start- Serious illness does more than intertoday. When there is no strength, it i
ation. The side effects, if any, were notas It would mean living there for two ed to show bigimprovement at the Feastipt our routine. It can alter our view ofharder to have enthusiasm. Not beir
obvious and might be delayed for yearanonths during the series of fractionateaf Tabernacles. Even though the hearinfife and help us to focus on what's realable to serve as | used to was a whc
Any residual hearing could be saved. fadiation doses given daily five days awas still poor, the loud noise before andy important and to appreciate life’s pre-new experience in itself. | hope to retur
would be spared the droopy face andveek for about seven weeks, instead affter church services no longer made meiousness even more. We are thankfub more active service in the Churcl

would still be able to “pucker.” My wife in one big dose. | had seen the negativeauseous. And my strength began tthat God is the great Sustainer. soon since God has been so gracious
and | liked that. results of that one dose method at areturn. Sharing with other patients in the Don't rush to judgment. That dizzy
However, with radiation there is the ANA meeting. Thirty-five years ago the treatmentoncology waiting room was an eye-old man you see stumbling along ma

possibility of creating newnalignant ~ Then in the next follow-up MRI the methods were very primitive by today’sopener. This was not your typical dochot have a drinking problem. He ma'
tumors adjacent to thenigrtumor you  tumor showed a growth spurt, just likestandards and the survival rate for ANor’s office waiting room! Everyone have an acoustic neuromax
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Reading the Scriptures to Your Children

m Why not take advantage
of the incredible, spongelike
learning capacity of our
children to start planting
the most important
information of all—God'’s
instructions—within them
at a young age? Here are
some tips on reading the
Bible as a family no matter
your children’s ages.

stand, instead of reading the text g
written.
Proverbs can be read through mult
ple times, since it was written specifi
cally for youth. Reading from this book
could be interspersed through the yed
Perhaps every Monday’s reading se
sion could be a chapter or two i
Proverbs. In that way you'll review the
book over and over through the mont
and years. Or you could take two week
to go through Proverbs, twice a year.
Another idea is to read one chapter ¢
Proverbs each day before continuin
your ongoing chapters of Bible read
ing. (Since there are 31 chapters i
Proverbs, you could even read the cha
The most recent educational videder that corresponds to the day of th
sermon, “Passing on Our Faith to Oumonth).
Children,” was given in all congrega- 3. Have children join in reading
tions last year. That messagevhen they learn to read.
explained the importance of us par- Everyone who can read could read
ents imparting God’s truth to our chil-few verses each, taking turns througl
dren through Bible study, prayer ancbut the reading session. Beginnin
conversation. This article addresseseaders might be given just a verse {
the specifics of reading the Bible totwo each turn. Better readers can reg
our children. more verses per turn.
At what age should we start reading Whenever your child learns to read
the Scriptures to our children? God'sconsider presenting him or her with 4
Word should be an important and natBible of his or her own. In order for
ural part of life from very early child- our children to learn the Bible and
hood on. become familiar and comfortablg
We expect small children to grow upwith handling it, studying it and using
learning songs, stories, the names df, they need to have one. It should bj
colors and the sounds animals make true Bible, not a pseudo-Bible o
Why not take advantage of the incredehildren’s storybook-type volume. It]
ible, spongelike learning capacity of ashould contain all the same scripture
small child and start planting the most regular Bible has.
important information of all—God's ~ An example of a good starter Bibl
instructions—within them? would be the International Children

by Paul Luecke

At what age should we start reading the Scriptures to our children?

00d’s Word should be an important and natural part of life from

Following are some ideas for effec-Bible, New Century Version. EachVerY early childhood on.
tively reading Scripture to your chil- verse is reworded (paraphrased) in

dren:
1. Make it an important, daily vocabulary, easy for younger childreraid. For Proverbs 11:1, you could bringmation of all—God’s words.
activity. to comprehend. It is a good choice foa balance scale (even a homemade
Children are highly adaptive to newchildren just starting to read, throughmodel) and some weights (such a$mportant Themes to
routines and habits, but repetition andbout third or fourth grade. checkers or clay pieces) and illustrat&keinforce While Reading

often about the marvels of His creativ
genius. The time to startimpressing tr
reality of our Creator God and the fal
lacies of evolution is before your chilc
is bombarded with evolutionary idea:
in the world and public school systen

We owe our Creator great respec
and we must carefully do whatever H
tells us to do. God's laws shoulc
become as familiar as the ABCs an
names of colors to our children. Know
ing the Ten Commandments and ann
al Holy Days in order is fundamental
As with learning any important subject
repetition and review are key to imbec
ding it deeply into long-term memory.

3. The Kingdom of God.

We all need vision to stay focused il
our calling and living God's laws. The
perpetual question on a child’s mind i¢
“Why?" “Why should we try so hard to
keep God's laws?” “Why should we
resist peer pressure?” “Why do we ha
trials?” As parents, we need to contint
ally keep the bright future painted befor
our child’s eyes (similar to the prover.
bial carrot held before the donkey's eye
that kept him going forward).

Talk about every aspect of God*
Kingdom—often! Spend time on
prophecies about the Millennium, ani
go into vivid detail in any way possible
Talk about the animals being change,
what life might be like in a town in the
Millennium, how they will be teaching
others, how everyone will go to churct
on the Sabbath, how there will be n
more wars, hunger, crime, pollution, etc

4. End-time prophecies.

As our children grow older, they alsc
need to learn what God says will be ha
pening in the end time. End-time

short sentences with a third-grade « Props. Props are a great teachinmemorize the most important infor-prophecies should not outweigh King

dom of God prophecies in our emphasi
but we must include them and discus
them in detail as our children becom
old enough to grasp the concepts. V!

consistency are the key. A regularly As they become more proficientthe lesson God is giving in this verse. There are many important conceptslon’t want our children to become
scheduled, daily activity becomes parteaders, it is time to advance to a Biblé-or Genesis, you could construct ave need to impart to our children fromdeceived in the future, as the rest of tt
of their normal, comfortable routine of such as the New King James Versiomnodel of Noah’s ark; and for Exodusthe Bible. But because of our underworld will be. They need to know what
life. which is an excellent choice for a study?25 through 31, a model of the tabernastanding of our calling, there are somés coming to be forewarned and furthe
How much time should we spendBible. Thumb tabs are also very helpfutle. we need to especially emphasize as weonvicted to commit their life to God
per session? A wise parent will findfor children to find books faster. « Make atime line. Starting with the read through the Scriptures. rather than be part of the world.
the balance in setting a time period 4. Plan ahead to add interest. beginning of the Bible have your child 1. Our children have an invitation
that is neither unreasonably long, nor Do a few minutes of “homework” of start a time line of the sequence of théom God. As the Twig Is Bent, So
so short that it gives the impressioryour own before each reading sessiomajor events you are reading about They have a special invitation to beGrows the Tree
God’s Word is a low priority in our Some ideas to bring into the readinghrough the Bible. You could provide apart of God’s coming Kingdom (Acts  One thing that any of us parents wi
day. For comparison, how long can aession of the day include: short roll of fax paper or sheets of grapl2:39; 1 Corinthians 7:14). This is aagree onis thatour children grow up to
preschooler sit to watch a television ¢« Comment on the scriptures. Yourpaper taped together to make a contirgreat honor; others will not receive thisfast! Before we know t, the little sapling
show or hear a story read to them®peading will become much more effec-uous time line that can be rolled up omvitation until after Christ returns. God has become a tree. People train tre
How long can an elementary-age childive as you add your own comments tdolded. revealed to us His truth and plan, whictwith anchors and wire or other suc
sit to listen to a teacher in a classroorthe passages you read. Ask questionstos Have your child memorize most others cannot yet understand. means to nudge the young tree to grc
or read a book? make them think (this is important).important scriptures. “And these We are expected to live differentlyin the right direction. But for this to
2. Read from the Bible. Make up a little story that gets a pointvords which | command you todaythan the rest of the world lives and set aork, the training must be a daily force
There are many good materials tacross. Act out the scenario. Anythingshall be in your hear¥ou shall teach good example to them. Itis only naturabn the tree, not an occasional one. Gt
read, but ultimately there is no substiyou add along these lines is well worttthem diligently to your children” that in many ways we will be differenthas charged us as parents with tl
tute for the Bible itself. You cannot gothe effort. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). from our peers in school and societyresponsibility to train the growth of our
wrong by starting in Genesis and read- ¢ Pictures. As the saying goes, “A  The word translated here as “teachReinforcing this concept will greatly children in the right direction—God's
ing on through the Bible. Alternate picture is worth a thousand words."is the Hebrew worcghanan,which help our children in resisting negativedirection.
methods are also fine, such as alternaBome Bible resource books (Bible dicimeans to sharpen, whet, teach (incipeer pressure as they grow older, and “Train up a child in the way he
ing books from the Old Testament andionaries, Bible encyclopedias, etc.)sively), pierce or inculcate. The intentwill help them embrace convictions ashould go, and when he is old he wi
New Testament (Genesis, Matthewcontain some good diagrams or picef the wordshananincludes reading, their own. not depart from it" (Proverbs 22:6).
Exodus, Mark, etc.). tures. A word of caution regarding pic-repeating and reviewing the scriptures 2. “Fear God and keep His com- Reading God's Word to our childrer
For young children, consider skip-tures, however: A child’s mind is very in order to etch them deeply in themandments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  is a vital part of shaping the minds an
ping over long lists such as genealogiegmnpressionable and a picture can sticknind. The world around us is becominghearts of our children for the future—
or briefly summarizing them. You may in the mind for along time. With thisin ~ Memorizing is a normal part of irreverent and opposed to the God ofot only for the end-time events tha
also want to paraphrase some passagesind, we should avoid using certainlife for a child—from the alphabet the Bible. Many don't even believe Godalready are on the horizon, but for tak
putting them into your own words in pictures such as those that depict Chrigd nursery rhymes to state capitalsexists. We should review often that Godng their place in the Kingdom of
simple language your child can underwith long hair, for example. It should be a normal part of life tois the Creator of everything, and talkGod. un
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glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnebiese important details of the Christian walk hatimes end up seeing our worst. Let's remember
expectation of the creation eagerly waits for thsadly diminished my spiritual growth and renderetieat them with courtesy and respect so that we d

revealing of the sons of God . . .

of corruption into the glorious liberty of the child

Digest

because the cffairly ineffective my Christian witness.
ation itself also will be delivered from the bondage Had | been content to “just get by” by having mynost to us.

of God. For we know that the whole creation groaren the Sabbath, only to return to daily life seem-

end up “letting down” the people who mean tt

renspiritual senses “titillated” by inspiring messages Nancy Morgan

Huntsville, Alabama, congregation

and labors with birth pangs together until nowingly unaffected by what I'd heard? Was | the seed

(Romans 8:18-,

sown that heard the Word, grew for a

Beginning of Birth 22). -
Evenasapreg
Pangs nantwoman mus
experience the

With the recent tsunami, the terrorist bombingncreasingly
of the World Trade Center and the war on terrorisrmtense pains of
our attention is drawn to the prophecy in Matthewhildbirth  and
24. Jesus said, “For nation will rise against natiospmetimes excru
and kingdom against kingdom. And there will beiating pain dur-
famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in varioing delivery, once
places. All these are the beginning of sorrowshe baby is born
(Matthew 24:7-8). and she holdsiitin

’ s
7/ L
-

shorttime, but then withered for lack of A Cave Lesson
nourishment? In taking an honest look

at myself, | had to respond, “Guilty as  When my family and | were on a tour of Mam

charged!” moth Cave, Kentucky, we found that losing the ligl
| was without excuse. My cares werecan be devastating.

no greater than anyone else’s. My day, While we were deep in the cave, the lights we

too, consisted of 24 hours. Those 24xtinguished in one of its rooms so that we cot

hours were filled with the activities | experience the cave inits natural state. Instantly

chose. fell into an abyss of darkness. All our senses we
If I neglected the “weightier” things lost. Time and space did not exist.

such as daily recharging through prayer, Was this the darkness that was upon the eartl

meditation and studying God’s Word,Genesis 1:1? Was this the same as the darkr

According toStrong's Concordancéhe word — her arms, it overshadows all the previous pain th@iod granted me the freedom to do so, and mystured out in Revelation 16:10, when the peof

translated “sorrows”is defined as, A pang or throeshe experienced. And so it will be for this world

especially of childbirth.” So verse 8 could be transveryone in it when the Kingdom of God is finallyme the best: power to discern and resist g

lated, “All these are the beginning of the labor pairestablished.
of childbirth.”

This is very interesting when we realize that God
compares the pain that man will experience during
the last days just before Christ’s return with the pain

of childbirth. _ Recharge Daily
In Isaiah 13:6-9 we read, “Wail, for the day of the

Bill Faith

Lorois at hand! It will come as destruction from “Recharge daily” was the third point of Mitch| make the best choices for my allotted

the Almighty . . . Pangs and sorrows will take hol&napp’s recent sermon on “Following Christ'shours, or will | revert to the status quo?
of them; they will be in pain as a woman in childExample.”
birth.”

pain willincrease as we get nearer to the end of tiisemed to be the preparation, indeed, the fo
age.
The good news is that the entire earth, as well tan life.

the universe, is looking forward to that new birth. It If Christ, the Son of God, needed those three ele-

St. Louis, Missouri, congregation light for good, truth and righteousness sh

Throughout the sermon, he gave examples tftion and study of God’s Word, fully confidel

Knowing that God uses the example of the patmow Christ drew His strength from God to meet thihat “He who has begun a good work in y|
during childbirth to illustrate the pain experiencedemands of spreading the gospel and serving thél complete it” (Philippians 1:6).
by those just before Christ's return, we may safelyeeds of mankind by intense prayer, meditation and
assume that the frequency and magnitude of ttevelling on the Word of God. These three elements

tion necessary to live a powerful, victorious Chris-

antlave watched sadly as | denied His power to giveould gnaw their tongues because of the pain®?’
feared to move, for lit-
erally you could not
see your hand in front
of your face.

Gradually people
began to speakin rev-
erently subdued voic-
es. Then the lanterns
were lit. The guides
with lanterns led the
way into a tunnel off
the room. My daugh-
ter and | happened to
be the last of the

Claudia Brunick group. We took this

Watertown, South Dakota, congregatioropportunity to look back a moment in awe ar
wonder.

This was a moment too long! The people and t
lanterns went around a bend in the tunnel. Or
more we were in thatimpenetrable darkness. As

power to meet whatever task came before|
with confidence and wisdom, power to let

through me to the world.
Will | act on the encouragement to prg

meditate and study, or will | forget about it &
continue to deny God's power in my life?

I resolve to daily recharge by prayer, me|

unda-

The Big “Let Down”

is looking forward to the time when the children oments for success in His ministry, how much more Our home is our refuge from the world. It is thevere about to panic, a light appeared a short ¢
God will be borninto the family of God. Paul, writ-should we need to fit them into our daily routine, iplace we go to put our feet up, let our hair dowtance away.

ing about the future, said, “The sufferings of thisve hope to make a difference for God?

and be ourselves. So much of the time when we areA voice said, “There you are. | had a feelin

present time are not worthy to be compared with thel quickly recognized that my lack of attention taat work, Church or other social events, we have smmeone was left behind. Itis a good thing | turn

Turning the Hearts
“Honor Your Father and Your Mother”

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the
which the loroyour God is giving you” (Exodus 20:12). One of the Ten Co
mandments concerns the relationships between parents and children. Al
relationship will affect the lives of the children—whether they live “long” or t

With Mother’s Day last month and Father’s Day in June, we are reminde
the need to honor our fathers and our mothers.

I know some have not had good experiences with either one or both parents. I'm
truly sorry if you did not have a positive experience, but perhaps you may still be able to app
of these points.

How may all of us “children” show honor and respect to our parents?

1. Listen to your parentThis is especially important for younger children still in the home.
even when we are on our own, it is stillimportant to listen to the advice of our parents and th
our decisions. Remember, our parents have usually had more experiences with life than we
They also usually know us better than anyone else (Proverbs 1:8).

2. Ask your parents questions about themseB&iren would do well to ask their parents ab
how things were when they were younger so they can learn about times and circumstances in
ents’ generation. This really helps children to relate to their parents (Exodus 12:26).

3. Think and thankWe can remember special occasions like their anniversary, Mother's
Father's Day and Thanksgiving with cards, gifts, flowers and words of how grateful we are

bring honor to our parents. I've sat with many parents and watched them “glow” as they told
pleased they were with how their children were doing in life. If we determine to do the best w
life, with God's help, we will honor our parents and our God (Proverbs 10:1).

5. Love our parentd.ove requires action. It's not enough just to think nice thoughts about oy
ents. We need to let them know we love them with hugs, kisses and doing things for them.
ber, love is an outgoing concern for others and is important in both amdeeds. Parents knoy
when they feel loved and cared for (Genesis 46:29; 47:12).

So let's remember to “turn our hearts” to honoring and respecting our parents, not only when
ed by Mother's or Father's Day, but regularly throughout the years (Malachi 4:6). Then may
blessed with not only a long life in the flesh, but for all eternity.

Gary Antion

parents like them. How thankful we should be to them for giving us physical life (John 11:41),
4. Determine to succeed/hen we are successful in marriage, vocation, education and in life, @ed not assume our needs are more important? Dé\t the Feast years ago, my husband was in pi

put our best foot forward and be on our best behasack.”
ior. This is how it should be—we should be at our “Thank you! Thank you!” we said together.
best to ensure we are treating others properly andOur knees were weak as we walked gratefully
being good examples. But at home, we can “i¢ie light, and followed our rescuer closely.
down” a little. We can relax and loosen up. Holding my hand, my daughter said, “Let’s sta
This can be good and bad. It is good that we ackose all the way, Mom.”
more comfortable at home. Our family members “Yes, we will for sure!” | answered.
know us well, and we know them well. We are usu- For the rest of the tour we did just that.
ally more open and candid with them than we are Because of this experience, Psalm 119:10¢
with others. However, if we are not careful, we caaver present with me. “Your word is a lamp to v
“let down” too much and end up treating others beteet and a light to my path.”
ter than members of our own families. Jesus Christ is the light of the world; He is tr
ly somiée can sometimes not give our loved ones ti@uide who will show the way, through the dar
care and consideration we should. times on earth, into eternal life in His Kingdon
Show courtesy:Our families deserve our cour-(John 8:12).
Buesy just like others do. When a family member
2n pegesomething we have asked them to do, or does
haemhaething special for us, are we appreciative? Do
we say “thank you™? By not showing appreciation,
putour mates and children can be left feeling like the@verfocused Ser\/mg
themparever please us, and resentments can start to
grow. Service takes many forms, from the ministry 1
DayAlso, when we want one of our family membersishering, but in whatever form it takes, we must
0 hawdo something for us, do we ask them in a courareful of our attitude. When we do it to distractiol
teous way? Do we show consideration for their timiécan be a problem.

Phyllis Newton
Eau Claire, Wisconsin, congregatior

meewrder them around, or do we use kindness asd he went to the lobby. There he and a minis
e canrisideration when making requests? were talking, when an usher approached them ¢
Show respect:Our families also deserve ourrudely said they should be quiet. The men thoug
r perspect. Do we show honor in the way we talk tinat they'd been loud, so they apologized and wh
Reeerh-member, or are we quick to criticize and nagred. A moment later the usher returned, only ti
When there are problems and disagreements, e he threatened them. Insulted, both men s
they handled in a proper way, or do we fly off th¢heir good-byes and left the area.
rerhexadle and use words that we later regret? Belit- The usher was trying to do a good job, but did h
wéihg and criticizing in front of others can be espeHe neglected the feelings of his brothers; the m
cially hurtful. weren't disturbing anyone. Had the usher kind
Our family members deserve our best, but somasked the men to move outside or offered an ex;
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nation, their feelings would have been spared.  the foundation for some of His later teachings. Jesus
| have often thought of this man and wonderecbuld explain parables and principles with firsthand

quickly! When it takes longer, it is helpful to havi
them written down because it is so encouraging

why he was neglectful, until the day | was hurtfubxperience in mind. He could teach others to do f0jnts for Enriching

and overzealous in my duties. He had done, not just do what He said. He could t

| had been asked to serve on the church snaabout human duties and relationships in a practif&lour Fasts

service. Anxious to help, | arrived early to set upvay because He lived them Himself.

see that God remembered your requests!

On the day of the fast, after prayer and stuc
record what you learned and scriptures you fou
helpful, as well as goals for growth and change.

During preparation, another member approachedToday Christ is a more effective, understanding For yearsin the Church | heard that fasting, along Once the fast is over, the going forward begir
me. He tried to explain that there was coffee left bgnd sympathetic High Priest because of His eanlith prayer, Bible study and meditation, were tooland the prayers for God's help certainly contint

the previous users of the hall, but | didn't let him finfife experiences. “For we do not have a High PriestChristian could use for spi
ish. I told him that we used instant coffee. He agaimho cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, hitual growth. However, it tool
attempted to tell me about the urn full of coffee, freevas in all points tempted as we are, yet without simhany years before | learn
how to use this powerful tool
From personal experience a
Spokane, Washington/Coeur d’Alene, Idahdhe input of others, | haw
congregation found three aids that have be
extremely helpful in eac
stage of a fast. They are pla|
ning, prayer and journaling.

for our use, but again | cut him off. (Hebrews 4:15-16).

I didn’t hear until | shut my mouth and gave him
time to explain. He ended with the comment:
“Don't shoot the messenger!” | was apologetic, but
| couldn’t take back my rudeness or the poor
impression I'd made.

I returned to my duties, but was still Is Thank You Enough?
overly focused on them and at the e
of the day someone said, “Wow yr
didn’'t even say hello to me today.
That's when it hit me. | was that usher. |
hadn't yelled, but I'd neglected eve

Rod Hall

the simplest of courtesies. z i
We mustn't allow our dili- =g== things in life make a big difference.
gence in serving to take our focus  1i = Are we faithful in the little things, or are we of what you prayed about.

Ingratitude may be considered one of the worpeople schedule them regularly and some accord-
of crimes. Itis prevalentin our age, indicating théng to need or motivation. As soon as a fastis sched-

E,
} decline of religion and belief in God. uled is a good time to begin praying that God will
- A gift—be it small or great—deserves abless the fast and will show you what He wants you

notebook or journal to record the dates and det

This is also a time for planning how tc
implement your goals, how to serve
those in need and encourage othe
with perhaps a call or a card. In Isaia
58:6-9 we're encouraged to reach ol
to others as part of our fasting.

As the days go by, the journal cal
be reviewed to see how far we've
come. It becomes a record of God'
intervention and help in His work
When to plan a fast is a personal decision. Soraed in our lives.

Melania Nutzman
Beloit, Wisconsin, congregation

simple, but effective, “thank you.” Little to include in your fast day. Itis beneficial to have Share Your Word

a"Isreasures!

away from those we are serving. We may have pmor in returning gratitude? Benjamin Franklin At this point, before the fast, you can begin to
be about our business, but there’s no reason we caaiid, “Most people return small favors, acknowlwrite down things that come to mind, such as the Do you have any short items of biblical wis

stop and say hello or take the time to listen.
Lorelei Nettles ingratitude.”

edge medium ones and repay greater ones—witbeds of the Church’s work, prayer requests frodom, humor or practical information that yor
family and brethren and points for personal growtivould like to share in this section? Or if you ha
Phoenix East, Arizona, congregation Everyone would agree that itis our duty to shoand overcoming.

any suggestions, please contdciited News,

gratitude to those who have given us a gift or per- Leave space on the page to write in the answét€©. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-102
formed a service. Through thankfulness we prde prayers and needs because they often cooremike_bennett@ucg.org.

Jesus Christ: Why the

attentive we are to the little things.

claim our faith and make clear to our neighbors how

Early Life Experiences?

Christ said that if we are faithful in the least lif
tle things, our reward will be much greater.

When Jesus Christ started His ministry, He was Unexpectedly hearing “thank you” can be mo.
30 years of age. His public ministry only lasteavelcome and uplifting. Someone in Church son
three and a half years. If He came to preach thime ago thanked me. She explained that, son
gospel and to offer salvation, why did He wait show, | had encouraged her at a difficult time. Heg
long to begin His ministry? Why did He spend 3ng thatimpressed me and encouraged me. A th.
years in relative obscurity when He had a majgou for encouragement works.
mission to accomplish? What about when someone gives a gift of mo

Christ's early years were necessary to fulfiley, a gift of his or her talent in art or some craft
prophetic timing and to provide an opportunity t@n invitation for a meal? Is a simple verbal “tharn
experience human existence similar to other peopi@u” adequate?

The 70 weeks prophecy given to Daniel (Daniel Personally, | would think it insensitive of some
9:20-27), and other prophecies had to play oahe who received a physical or material gift or &
before He could begin His ministry (Mark 1:14-15act of service not to send a thank you note. A|
Isaiah 40:3; Luke 1:12-17). most ungrateful of all is one who forgets thata g

Wrestling with problems and challenges that ateas been given. You may like to read a good illy
common to us all, He became an understanding amation of the need for gratitude in Luke 17:11-1!
sympathetic High Priest who knows what it is likdNine out of the 10 who were healed were “n
to be human. shows"—a poor display of gratitude. It seems

Jesus Christ was not a wandering vagabond withave many requests to make in life, but few thi
out human ties or responsibilities. God made sutereturn and give thanks.

He had personal experience in a family environ- God help us to be grateful for our blessings, th
ment. He had four brothers and at least two sistestrive never to be guilty of the sin of ingratitude.
He experienced life as both the oldest son and tbennot send God thank-you notes, but we can h
male leader of the family. Jesus learned firsthand thar supply of notes to send friends acceptal
advantages and challenges of a close-knit familytokens of thanks, as we return love for love.

Additional experience was gained working in, Paul Dzing
and apparently eventually running, the family car- Tucson, Arizona, congregation
pentry business in His hometown of Nazareth
(Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3). The carpentry profes- . .
sion at the time offered a large variety of rade arfdeepening Conflicts
business experiences. The Greek vektbnhad
a far wider application than merely the tezan- Conflict is like a mountain stream. Along this
penter.t included much more than just the fabristream are large and small obstacles to overcomg
cation of wooden dwellings. Most of the homesome are huge boulders, others are small peblj
were a combination of stone, mud and clay, hewfurther downstream, as gravity pulls the wat
beams and lumber. Christ would have been profeward the sea, deep cuts are made in the earth
cientin the use of all these materials. races toward its destiny.

His stepfather Joseph would have instructed The moral of this metaphor is that individual
Jesus in the biblical principles of hard work andeed to take care of conflicts and misundersta
dedication to the job at hand (Ecclesiastes 9:1@)gs in their initial stages while they are manag
Jesus made Himself of no reputation and took @le. Refusal to do so produces deep wounds
the form of a servant (Philippians 2:7), providing fomay never heal, leading to a virtual sea of sorrg
His family. and unresolved problems that can last a lifetir

Through these family and business experiencéBroverbs 18:19; 15:1; 25:11; Matthew 18:15).
Jesus had the opportunity to apply God's way of Terry Hoffman
life in the real world. These experiences became Phoenix East, Arizona, congregatio

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Do You Believe in Tithing?

OurFundamental Beliefsooklet puts it this wayVe believe in tithing as a way of honoring God
with our substance and as a means of serving Him in the preaching of the gospel, the care ofith
Church, attending the festivals and helping the needy (Proverbs 3:9-10; Genesis 14:17-20; 1
Corinthians 9:7-14; Numbers 18:21; Deuteronomy 14:22-29).

To “tithe” means to give a tenth of “all the increase” (Deuteronomy 14:22) derived from ongs |
duce, property or income, for the support of a religious purpose. The motivation to tithe is a wor
ful recognition of God as the Creator and Possessor of everything, including ourselves.

Although tithing became a written law under the covenant God made with Israel, it was prac
among those who were faithful to God before that covenant. Abraham, after his defeat of the
kings, tithed on the spoils of the war to Melchizedek, priest of God Most High (Genesis 14:(8:
Abraham obviously understood giving a tenth as the appropriate way to honor God with onels f
cal possessions. Note that Abraham gave the tenth to Melchizedek, a representative of the Cre

Abraham recognized the underlying premise for giving a tithe to God: He is the actual “Poss
of heaven and earth” who made his victory, and all blessings, possible. God reminds us throught
Bible, and people of God respectfully acknowledge, that everything belongs to God (Exodus 19:
41:11; Psalm 24:1; 50:12; Haggai 2:8). “And you shall remembemtkeylour God,” Moses told
Israel, “for it is He who gives you power to get wealth” (Deuteronomy 8:18). Tithing is thus, first ¢
foremost, an act of worshipful recognition of God as our source of existence, blessing and pravic

Jacob also followed the example of his grandfather Abraham. When God reconfirmed to hir
promises He had made to Abraham, Jacob promised God, “Of all that You give me | will surely
a tenth [tithe] to You” (Genesis 28:20-22).

The practice of tithing was later incorporated into the covenant with Israel as a written law. The
of Levi, which was not given an inheritance of land from which they could derive increase (NUm
18:23), was to receive the tithe of the agricultural produce in return for their service to the nation
Levites, based on what they received in tithes from the people, in turn tithed to the priests (18:2!

As time passed, the tithe was carelessly neglected in postexilic Judah, for which God correct
nation in the strongest of terms (Malachi 3:8-10). Failure to tithe, God said, was robbing Him, an
people were consequently cursed. Yet He also promised that renewed obedience in tithing woulc
in blessings from Him so abundant that “there [would] not be room enough to receive it."

Some centuries later, Jesus Himself clearly upheld the practice of tithing. “Woe to you, scripe
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the v
ier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without legvir
others undone” (Matthew 23:23). Christ plainly confirmed His will that tithing should indeed be pi
ticed, along with sincere adherence to other “weightier [spiritual] matters.”

As tithes and offerings in Israel were given to the tribe of Levi for their livelihood and service tp C
the Church in the New Testament provided financial support for the ministry to carry on their w
Instances of, and principles relating to, this practice are found in Luke 10:1, 7-8; 1 Corinthians9:
2 Corinthians 11:7-9; Philippians 4:14-18 and Hebrews 7.

Today the United Church of God continues the teaching that tithing is a universal law and that
willing obedience to this law reflects the unselfish, giving nature of our Creator and Provider.

Through tithing that springs from willing and cheerful giving (2 Corinthians 9:6-8), God h
vided the perfect financial system to take care of the needs of His work (Matthew 24:14; 28:19;2(
personal need to attend His festivals and the need to care for the poor (Deuteronomy 14:22-2

For more information,seeWhat Does the Bible Teach About Tithing?
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Local Church Updates
to give God the time He deserves.”  into the University Sports Hall of Fame  She, along with the Rapid City co
. . Mr. Winner also served as the deejajn Western Washington. In 2000 Lornemunity and surrounding Western Bla
|nd|anap0||3 for the evening dance, and occasionallywas awarded the Order of BritishHills area, and four neighboring stat

Celebrates 10th
Anniversary of
United

On the Last Day of Unleavenedand hope for the future.
Bread, April 30, the Indianapolis, Indi-
ana, congregation hosted a special cele-
bration of the 10th anniversary of the

United Church of God. The services\/ancouver Elder

dance floor.

David Cobb

abandoned his post to join others on th€olumbia for his contributions to athlet-gathered supplies for 350 Iraqi childrg

The meaning of the Holy Day com-
bined with the anniversary was indeed
cause for celebration, and the activities

brought wonderful memories of the pasf=ort \Worth Hosts

ics and philanthropy.”
David Palmer

This supplied two schools that had bg !
closed down during Saddam’s regirfsss
and were reopened by U.S. troops. ?
Operation Caring Hands is the or i‘ | TR
nization most of her 70 quilts were s
through. Three letters of thanks wg
sent to her, as well as pictures of
orphans receiving some of her qu " )
and toys. One letter she received frofpakersfield cyclists (photo by
Ellsworth Air Force Base near RapigVoneva Cotter)
The Fort Worth, Texas, congregationCity also enclosed an American flag thatould enjoy the playground while the

Basketball and
Bible Millionaire

were combined with the Lafayette, TerreR . .
Haute and Fort Wayne, Indiana, congreR€C€IVES Special

gations, and many brethren came fro
Louisville, Kentucky. Additional visitors "Honor
from surrounding states pushed the

ment the weekend of March 19 and 2Q
Nine congregations from Texas, Okl
homa and Louisiana attended this en

® game showVho Wants to Be a duplicate worn by the Iragi soldiers.

hosted an invitational basketball tournahad been flown over the Iraqi skies iredults fellowshipped. The meal wa

topped off with homemade ice cream.
Debbie Jo Bates

Chicago Hosts an
Unforgettable
Cruise

The Chicago, lllinois, Young Adults
planned a four-day cruise on the Roy:
CaribbeanEnchantment of the Sea:
from Feb. 24 to 28, and over 90 attent
ed. The cruise ship embarked from Fg
Lauderdale, Florida, with stops in Key
West, Florida, and Cozumel, Mexico.

answer game, Bible Millionaire, her honor. A most interesting memento The experience onboard was nothir
named after the popular televisionincluded was an Iragi medal said to be ahort of incredible. We were greeted b

afriendly international crew that offerec

attendance to 301. May 6, under bright sunshine andof-the-season tournament for the tee
The activities culminated with a for- with a host of local dignitaries and for- Don Ward, pastor of the Ruston
mal dinner and dance, attended by 118er athletes on hand, the Simon Fras&iouisiana, congregation, gave a sermd
members from the various areas. University athletic facility was official- titled “What Will You Be, Shell or Sub-
During the first service, Darris ly named the Lorne Davies Complex, astance?” He used the analogy of a bag
McNeely, pastor of the Indianapolis andgesture in recognition of the legacy oball and its solid inner core to emphasiz
Fort Wayne congregations, integrated &orne Davies in SFU athletics andthat we, too, must be solid at the cent
commemorative video developed to _ of our being in order to salil
document the history of the Indianaye S= F = ; | through the storms of life.
lis United congregationinto hissermd | iy 1 Davies l:: OVTE] ™4 teen dance was held SaturFlerence Quartullo
He conceived the idea because r day night, followed by basketballdonates quilts and
“wanted to remember what it was like | games the next day. toys to help orphans SR
that time by letting members tell thg The highlight of the weekendin Irad; one interesting memento she
story. United was about members cd was the Bible guestion-and-received inthanks was an Iraqi medal
ing together to preserve the truth.
history is an important legacy for us
keep intact.”
The content of the video was dire|
ed by Mr. McNeely with help from se\
g:aatlhlgzélllllammefrrnot:ﬁgInac?r?ng:’)(gﬁgd ‘ancouver_, British Columbia, elder
Avery meaningful aspect of the videc-0Me Davies has athletic complex
was a segment with photographs of th?@med for him
members who have died in the faith dur€anadian university sports.

Millionaire? The theme of the  Florence has shown her generositjop-quality service and made sure the
game was “Who was the realthrough the many years of service t@uests were well taken care of. Eac
Jesus Christ?” The majority of theGod and His people by opening heevening there was a different interne
questions were taken from the Church'iome to travelers from all over. She hasonal menu to choose from, which wa
bookletJesus Christ, the Real Stdfar  set a tremendous example to us as sheaiso the theme for that evening. The foc
the fourth year in a row, dedicated memeetermined to follow God's laws in spitewas no less than the finest quality.

bers from the Fort Worth congregatiorof living in a somewhat secluded partof | was amazed at the many excitin

ing the past 10 years, and then the chil- Mr. Davies is associate pastor of thgut on a technical extravaganza. Playetie world with limited opportunity for activities and facilities on the cruise shig
dren who have been born. Vancouver, British Columbia, congre-once again found themselves in thehurch fellowship.
Debbie Zimmerman, a member ingation. In his speech, the president of thproverbial “hot seat,” immersed in dra-
Indianapolis, said, “It was especiallyuniversity mentioned that Mr. Davies’ matic lights, music and computer-driven
moving to see the brethren who haveriorities in life included God, his fami- game screens. . .
died . .. It'sencouraging to see that sdy and his church. Each team of five players took umsBakersfield Bikes
SFU's current athletic director, fielding questions of increasing difficul-
Wilf Wedmann, was among thosety from the game’s host, in front of anThrOUgh the
who acknowledged the Daviesaudience of 450 people. Each team cofp\/i|dflowers
legacy: tinued until they exhausted their life-
“As director of Athletics and lines, missed a question or reached the
Recreation at Simon Fraser from1 million level. The Houston North ~ On Sunday, April 10, the Bakersfield
1965 to 1995, Lorme Davies builtteam took home the medals this yea€alifomia, congregation held their annufi
an athletic program consideredreaching the $125,000 level. al bicycle ride to enjoy the spring wild L
one of the bestin Canada, and that Tim Rickard flowers at California Hot Springs,
program continues to this day. small mountain community just outsidg
Lorne created an environment of the Sequoia National Forest.
success that produced dozens of playe§outh Dakota The cyclists met at a member’s ho
for the Canadian Football League, a to begin the 11-mile trek on a slightl {
well as some of Canada’s top OIympi(beaConess He|pS downhill-sloped dirt road lined with
many paved the way for us.” For her, thathletes. He was a Canadian pioneer '@rphans in |raq numerous varieties of colorful wild-participants in Chicago’s Caribbean
activities provided “motivation to make recruitment, marketing and fund-raising, flowers. Several others followed théyise Feb. 24 to 28
sure that we never take for granted thas he established the first endowment group in a pickup truck just in case hel,-
Church that we have and the people Gaiind to support a university program, in - When the war in Iraq began and manyvas needed along the way. Some of tifieom rock climbing to elegant dining
has given us as a Church family.” addition to being an avid promoter ofU.S. soldiers were sent overseas awayyclists observed what appeared to beoms, relaxing spas and steaming h
Mark Winner, pastor of the Lexing- women's athletics. from their families and friends, they alsomountain lion tracks. Lions do live in thetubs. There were themed dining roon
ton, Louisville and Henderson, Ken- “Lorne Davies has led an exemplanfound themselves without many of thearea but are rarely spotted. Otherand lounges, swimming pools, solari
tucky, congregations, gave the sermoiife of service to young athletes. He is aomforts we take for granted. A UCGenjoyed a doe that ran across their pathms, centrums and even a miniature gc
in the second service. He spoke abotitind-raiser, a volunteer, a leader, a motimember from Hot Springs, South Dako-  Some people preferred to go fishingcourse. Entertainment shows were al:
the importance of our willingness tovator and teacher who has left behind &, has shown her generous spirit by giwather than cycle. Others took a walkoffered each evening.
make sacrifices in our lives, following legacy of thousands of successful uniing of herself on their behalf. FlorenceParticipants saw cascading waterfalls on In addition, the Church provided threx
the example of Jesus Christ. versity graduates who have gone on tQuartullo, a longtime deaconess in thé¢he local streams and acres and acres@fe-opening one-hour education se
Diana White, another member fromsuccess in their numerous different prochurch, has donated countless hours tabrant green ranch land dotted withsions, applicable to both singles an
Indianapolis, felt that the lessons of thdessions. He won the Premier's Awardnaking quilts and searching thrift shopgows and their young calves. marrieds alike, exploring biblical prin-
message will help her become dorOutstanding Contribution to Sportinfor toys and basic necessities for notonly A picnic lunch was served at the neareiples for improving our relationships
“stronger Christian woman who is ableB.C. in 1994, and in 1995 was inductedhe Americans, but the orphans in Irag.by country school where the childrenwith others professionally, at church an

Dianne Skorseth

Indianapolis celebrates United’s
10th anniversary with a dinner and
dance April 30
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with our families. The sessions were led
by Chicago pastor Bob Fahey. The inter-
active sessions were: “Basics of Bibli-\\\/orcester
cal Conflict Resolution/Peacemaking,” .
“The Proverbs 31 Man and Woman”celebrates Seniors Background dinner music, featuring
and “Techniques of Conflict Resolu- songs from their era, was provided by
tion/Peacemaking.” Onboard Sabbath Seniors from the Worcester, Masstwo of our pianists.
services were held, which complementachusetts, congregation were honored After the seniors had been served,
ed well with the education sessions andt an elegant dinner after Sabbath serest of the congregation served thel
inspired us all. vices on April 2. The food, a completeselves, potluck style, to the dinner. W4
Many thanks to the Chicago Youngturkey dinner, was a joint effort, pre-were then treated to a slide presentati
Adults for planning this exciting cruise! pared by some of our finest cooks anevith commentary prepared from quesworcester, Massachusetts, honors its
Michelle de Campos supplemented by an assortment of pieionnaires handed out weeks in advancseniors April 2

seniors were served by the tee
dressed in formal black and white

for dessert. While dining on fine chi-and read by our assistant pastor. Whiland present, we heard our senior
na and gold-plated tableware, thavatching plctures taken from their pasfavorite quotes, their favorite Bible vers

es and were able to learn a little mor
about their history and cherished men
ories.

The evening concluded with a mon
tage of slides set to the song “San
Girl,” which was moving enough to
bring tears to the eyes. It was a beau
ful tribute to those who have worked s
hard and given so much through th
years.

Lora Lallier

tized the same day in November 1962mbassador College, Big Sandy. Hebecame aware of the negative trends

New,” continued from page 1 by George Meeker. held this position until March 1986.

ientire Midwest region until 1996, wher

the Church perhaps before most minisae was assigned to San Diego, Califo

gently introduced the booklet on the Mr. Salyer graduated in 1968, atime After Mr. Armstrong’s death, Mr. ters. He let it be known that he wouldnia, as director of Editorial Services. B!

subject of marriage and divorce, whictof rapid growth in the Worldwide Salyer said he was drafted away fronaccept a pastorate in the field.

1998, internal conflicts led to a split ir

Judy found agreed with her own val-Church of God. He was ordained arithe best job in the world”to become the He moved to the St. Louis andGlobal.

A number of ministers and member

ues. elder the next day and immediately serdirector of Church Administration in Wentzville, Missouri, circuit, thinking it

Later, she was given a Bible Storyto Houston, Texas, as an assistant paBasadena. The family moved immediwould be possible to teach the truth withformed the Church of God, a Christiai
book and began to see that some of htar. In January 1969, he took up his firsately and resided in Pasadena for theut interference. However, he found hé=ellowship, which later merged with the
long-held beliefs were contrary to thepastorate in Abilene and Odessa, Texasext six years. By 1988, Church Admin-could not walk a tightrope with the localUnited Church of God in 2001. Mr.
Scriptures. Within the week after their Returning to Houston in 1971, he wagstration was reorganized and he becan@ngregation, which was distinctly split. Salyer has served on the Godly Leade
marriage, they agreed that they shouldow responsible for about 1,000 memthe director of Church Administration, He resigned from the Worldwide ship Task Force, the Expelled Elde
have some religious foundation. bers in two congregations. Later develinternational, overseeing all aspects o€hurch of God in February 1994. Appeal Committee and the Bible Reac

Studying and talking led them to askopments and crises in the Church at largbe international work. In addition, he  Over time a small unstructured andng Program editorial team.
permission to attend the Elkhart, Indiled to pastorates in Big Sandy; Washwas responsible for all youth programsunincorporated congregation of faithful The Salyers and son Jeff now live i
ana, congregation where some of thington, D.C.; Hagerstown, Maryland; camps and Imperial Schools. brethren formed and was served by MiSalt Lake City, Utah, and pastor congre
family already attended. Their mindsPasadena and San Francisco, California. Being involved in regular administra- Salyer, Mr. Meeker and a number ofgations in Grand Junction, Coloradc
were opened and they were immediate- In 1982, only six weeks after relocat-tive meetings in Pasadena, related telders and deacons. They found thand Twin Falls, Idaho as well. The Saly
ly excited about the truth, keeping ang to San Francisco, Mr. Salyerfinance, television, editorial, publishing, Global Church of God still preaching theers have four children, Lisa Burnett, Jef
bare-bones Feast in Jekyll Island, Georeceived notice that Mr. Armstrong wasthe college and doctrine, and a memberuth and merged with that group at Pendulie Morgan and Randy; and fou
gia, that year and then both being bapappointing him dean of students abf the Council of Elders, Mr. Salyer tecost that year. The Salyers pastored tiggandchildrenun

Letters

Thanks for Comfort After words as we continue to go through ouNote From Nigeria to New | knew Mr. Roy Holladay just last footsteps of Christ and God’s way.
Tragedy in Milwaukee grieving time. It is good to know, and it President week from the letter | received Nigeria

Lena Reeves and Gail Hoffmanhas been inspiring to see that we have sol am grateful for your success as théhrough my e-mail address signed by
members of the Milwaukee, Wisconsimmany brothers and sisters who do love usew president of the United Church ohim. | know he was good; without tha|
UCG congregation, wrote the following and are concerned about us. God. | knew of the UCG from your Webthe spread of the United Church d
note. Lena’s husband and Gail's father  Times can be tough, but with the helgsite . . . | have seen the truth from the&God would not have reached mgq
both died in the LCG shootings inof God’s comforting Spirit and so manyteachings of the UCG. | am a secretary iffrom this letter | have seen the chan
Brookfield, Wisconsin, on March 12.  loving brethren, we all can endure.  the Church of Christ in one of the con4n the presidency of the Church, an

To United Church of God members With much love and appreciation, —gregations in Eket, Akwa Ibom State init is quiet and without any rancor
and congregations all around the world:Lena Reeves (wife of Richard ReevesNigeria, and from the teachings | down-which shows the true and godly wa]

We would like to thank everyone for  Gail Hoffman (daughter of Harold loaded from my mails sent to me by thén which the United Church of God
all the cards, prayers and comforting Diekmeier) UCG, | have seen truth and Christ's wayshas taught, and of the following of th¢

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges:
tions to improvelUnited Newsre
welcome. Please let us know if ypu
would like your name printed. Majil
to: United NewsP.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or é-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

At the conclusion of the discussion for the workshops on Monday. May 18, in the second and final day ofplans for the 2005 Feast video. Th
Mr. Kilough thanked the Council for ~ Mr. Register and the Council werethis abbreviated Council session, mostideo will focus on the brethren anc
indicating that the GCE is not in favortheir input and stated that he will take thevery encouraged and pleased that thef the morning was spent reviewing avork in South Africa and Malawi. Mr.
of such a restriction. He also stated thaime necessary to make his decision. GCE was highly successful. The Couneoctrinal paper and the afternoon irEddington and videographer Cla
committee work need not be a factor cil discussed several aspects of the meaixecutive session to consider ordinafhornton will be traveling into the area:
since the committees determine theiCouncil Chairman Selected  ingand how they might be strengthenetions, credentialing applications and othin June to begin production of the videc
own workloads and can manage how The Council went into executive ses4n future conferences, including consid-er matters.
much additional work they would ask ofsion to select a chairman to replace Meration of using a larger facility for the  Mr. Franks led the Council through aMr. Horchak’s Last Meeting
Mr. Kilough. Kilough as he assumes the presidencabbath service so that more can attenithorough review of a study paper cur- This was the final meeting for Dougc

Doug Horchak expressed that presiThe Council selected Robert Dick as theeports by international representativesently titled “Role of Women in the Horchak, who did not seek reelection t
dential duties will be better fulfilled by chairman. Mr. Dick assumed thatthe tributes to deceased elders and wiveShurch of God” and the Doctrine Com-the Council. As a gesture of appreciatic
Mr. Kilough's continued presence on theresponsibility on May 18. the chairman’s reception and the Courmittee’s suggested edits. Mr. Franks saifbr his service, the Council arranged fc
Council. He pointed out that the ques- cil of Elders Q&A session. that he would incorporate the edits and potted plant to be delivered to the
tion is not a conflict of interest but a mat-Review of GCE Meeting Mr. Kilough thanked the task force provide the Council a final review copyhome as a gift for his wife, Tanya, an
ter of workload. He encouraged Mr. David Register, chairman of the GCEand asked Mr. Register to make reconin time for the August meetings. presented Mr. Horchak with a restaural
Kilough to continue on the Council. ~ Planning Task Force, reviewed themendations for any changes or additions gift certificate. Mr. Horchak emphasizec

Richard Thompson added that itresults of the GCE exit survey. to the task force for next year's planningBooklet Plan, Feast Video that his decision not to continue on th
would be best for Mr. Kiloughtoalsobe  Mr. Register stated that there werédHe also asked Mr. Register to consider Peter Eddington gave a brief updat€ouncil was a difficult one, but was nec
on Council committees so he would b&25 elders and 175 wives in attendanceontinuing as chairman of the task forceon five or six booklets that are schedule@ssary because of his other responsit
part of discussions that lead to recom¢@lmost exactly the same as in 2004) and As an expression of their gratitude forto be published next as time and fundingies and workload. He commented th:
mendations and decisions. 62 attendees filled out the exit survey. Ofears of service to the Council, Mr. Dearallow. Three are scheduled to be printedne of the biggest lessons he had learr

Mr. Dean pointed out that it is notthose who responded, 95 percenpresented Larry Darden (Church counwithin the next several months: an as-yewvas patience—both with the process «
mandatory for a Council member to beexpressed that they were “satisfied” osel) and his wife, Carolan, with a beauuntitied booklet on the subject of mar-Council work itself and with the kind of
on a committee—but that he thought itvery satisfied” with the conference andtifully framed photograph of the couple.riage and family, a booklet on the Trini-growth God has granted to United. H
would be especially appropriate for Mr.95 percent plan to attend again next year. The Council concluded its day inty and another tentatively titldithe His- concluded by expressing his apprecii
Kilough to be on the Strategic PlanningHe also pointed out that 85 percent oéxecutive session for consideration ofory of Europe and the Church. tion for the privilege of working with the
and Finance Committee. those who attended on Sunday stayeatdination and credentialing requests. ~ Mr. Eddington also briefly reviewed Council. un

“Council,” continued from page 2
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Announcements

Births dy of the Akron, Ohio, congregation. timeters and Isak was 44.5 centimete
She was also joyfully welcomed by heflong. Due to the fact that they were pre

A blond-haired, blue-eyed Sophiaaunts and uncles. Amy and her parentsature (week 34 and 4 days), we had
Yvonne Schwartzrock made her debuattend the Canton congregation. stay in the hospital for 18 days, b
in Loves Park, lllinois, on Feb. 28. She things went very well.

Abraham and Cathy Stores, along The extremely proud parents are Pa
with big sister Makana, of Portland, Ore-Spenser and Kira Engholm-Spensq
gon, welcomed their new family addi-The grandparents are Moira an
Michael Spenser from the Isle of Ma
and Thorsten and Marianne Enghol
from Sweden.

daughter Lauren Judith to Daniel Miller
son of John and Susan Miller of Suga
creek, Ohio. Lauren is a graduate ¢
Lehigh Carbon Community College ant
is currently a nutrition major at Penr
State University. Daniel graduates il
May from Kent State University with a
bachelor’s degree in technology and

IT and automation manager at SUPER
Industries, Inc. Both are members of t+
United Church of God and graduates

David and Vicki (Grant) Lawson of
Lubbock, Texas, are overjoyed td
announce the birth of Abigail Tamal

Madeline Eileen Dungan with big
brother Ethan

George and Eileen Fuller of Whatley,

Sophia Yvonne Schwartzrock

weighed 8 pounds 10 ounces and me Alabama.

sured 2% inches. Sophia is Shawn ang

|

Heather Schwartzrock's first child, the
first grandchild of Dean and Mary Kerr|
(Springfield, lllinois) and the 13th
grandchild of Gerald and Ardelle
Schwartzrock (Fargo, North Dakota).
Steve Nutzman (Beloit, Wisconsin)

asked for God's blessing on Sophia omveighed 8 pounds 3 ounces and me:

April 9, during a special visit from her
aunt, Johanna Kerr (Reno, Nevada).

Jason and Kimberly Brunick joyfully
announce the arrival of their daughte|
Lillian Christine Brunick, on Dec. 7,
2004. Lillian weighed 6 pounds 3
ounces and measuredAifiches long.

Kyle Eric Stores
tion, Kyle Eric, on Jan. 22, 2005. Kyle

sured 21 inches long. He is adored b
his grandparents, all living close in Ore{ =

gon and Washington. Kyle is our secon
David and Lynn Sandland from Aus-gift from God—we feel truly blessed!
tralia are thrilled to announce the arrival
of their fifth grandchild, Samuel David  Ben and Rebekah (Shrode) MauldirLawson. She joined our family on Fel
Eksanow. Samuel entered his new anof Temple, Texas, are happy to announcg, 2005. She is the great-granddaug

bewildering world on April 27, 2005,

and joins his brother Joel to approprif
ately torment and love his parents, Adarp

ter of Johnnie Bob (Davenport) Griffith
of Lubbock and Sterling and Norm
Grant of Roswell, New Mexico.
Happy grandparents are Wand
(Selman) Lawson of Lubbock anc
Gordon and Lynette (Griffith) Grant of

Lillian Christine Brunick

comed by many aunts and uncles an@laudia Brunick from the Watertown
nuMerous cousins. South Dakota, congregation an
Matthew and Diana Zollner from theg

Nick, Sarah and 3-year-old IsabellaCollinsville, lllinois, congregation. All
Slaughter are happy to announce thare thankful to God for His precioug
blessing in their lives.

Samuel David Eksanow

concerns and challenges, both mothe
and son are doing fine.

Jimand Linda (Purdy) Hawk are veryApril 24, 2005, and weighed 6 pounds 4
happy to announce the birth of their firsbunces and was 18 inches long. Bak

child, Amy Lynn Hawk. She was born

Nov. 13, 2004. She weighed 6 poundare Jim and Becky Shrode of Dallag
12 ounces and was 19 inches long. Shiexas, and Ben and Linda Mauldin o

Bert and Tricia (Moore) Merring
announce the birth of their son Cal
Andrew Merring. He was born Sept. 1
2004, in Orlando, Florida. He weighec

Benjamin Robert Mauldin IV

the birth of their first child, Benjamin
Robert Mauldin IV. Ben was born on|

and family are doing well. Grandparen

Temple, Texas.

Isak Thor Daniel and Aaron Sten
Michael Spenser were born May 1
2005. Isak weighed 2,070 grams (4.@urival of Sabrina Vaughn Slaughte
pounds) and Aaron weighed 2,313orn Feb. 10, 2005, Sabrina weighed
grams (5.1 pounds). Aaron was 45 cerpounds 8 ounces and was 21 inch

long. Proud grandparents are Lenrjd

Sabrina Vaughn Slaughter

Amy Lynn Hawk

is the first grandchild for Walter and

Slaughter and Jack and Mary Hendre|

Caleb Andrew Merring

Sam and Shaleena Dungan of Grou

Eileen Dungan. She was born on Julgd to welcome him to the family.
26,2004,

Madeline weighed 6 pounds 13
ounces and was #dnches long. Big EN
brother Ethan, 2, is very proud of his lit-
tle sister.

gagements

Dorothy Hawk of the Canton, Ohio,
congregation and Allen and Shirley Pur:

Isak and Aaron Spenser

“VET” rantinniad fram nana 2

Cypress, Texas. She was also weHappy grandparents include Ed anf

;*i.

Lauren Readnack and Daniel Miller

the Ambassador Bible Center. An Aug
28, 2005, wedding is being planned.

Jorge and Kathy de Campos of th
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation ar
very pleased to announce the engag
ment of their daughter Clarissa t
Oliver Hooser, son of Randy and Tini

Clarissa de Campos and Oliver
Hooser

Hooser of the Fort Worth, Texas, con
gregation. Plans are for an early Se|
tember wedding.

Obituaries

JeanYow, 64, of Seagrove, North Cal
olina, a member of the Asheboro cor
gregation, died on April 10, 2005. Jea
grew up on a farm near Seagrove, tt
oldest of six children. She graduate
from high school in 1958; the next yea
at age 19, she married her high schc
sweetheart, Harvey Yow, who was th
oldest of eight children.

Hill, Alabama, are pleased to announcé pounds 15 ounces. Big sister Allison In the mid-1960s Jean and Harve
the birth of their second child, Madelineand big brother Brenden are very excitstarted attending the Greensboro co

gregation, along with their three chil-
dren, Keith, Bruce and Teresa. Bot
were baptized in March 1966 and wetr
faithful and serving members of the
Greensboro congregation. In 1995 the

Gary and Judy Readnack of Newstarted attending the newly formed cor
The proud grandparents are Marcidripoli, Pennsylvania, are pleased tagyregation of the United Church of Gor
Dungan of Meridian Mississippi, andannounce the engagement of thein Asheboro.
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Jean served in so many ways duringongregation and longtime member ¢
her 39 years in the Church; she is espéhe Church. She dedicated her life t
cially remembered for her beautifulserving God, her family and everyong
flower arrangements for church seraround her. She loved to fellowship
vices, with many of the flowers grown in cook for family and friends, and to helg
her own yard and garden. anyone in need. Her decline in healt]

A most difficult time came around was due to complications resulting fron|
1997-98, when her husband, Harveya mishap during a medical examinatior
became critically ill. She nourished, nur- - Her funeral was held April 27, 2005,
tured and cared for him at home until hisvith many family, friends and memberg
attending. Dan McGee read the obity
ary and pastor John Elliott performed th
funeral service. May Bell was a lady 0]
style and grace who will be remembere
fondly by all who knew her.

Jane Holder of Doraville, Georgia,
died April 13 after a three-year battle
with lung cancer. She is survived by he
husband, Dillard Holder, two sons, fou
grandchildren, four sisters and twg
brothers.

She was a faithful member for man
years, attending the Jefferson, Georgi
death in September 1999. It broke hetongregation. Blessed with many tal
heart to lose her husband, and thougnts, she was an excellent seamstress
she carried on, it was never quite the
same. About two or three years ago
was discovered she had breast cancel
an advanced stage. She put up a valig

Jean Yow

Tribute: Paul Gene married Patricia Lou Keck-
H evoet on Aug. 12, 1950. He married

Eugene Nlelander Joan Misner Widmer on Nov. 2, 1974,

Paul Eugene “Gene” Nielander wasand she survives.
born Oct. 14, 1928, in Kokomo, Indi-  Following his baseball days, he
ana. He graduated from Kokomo Highworked in management at Continenta
School in 1947. As a young man, heSteel Corporation in Kokomo for 35
loved sports and was actively involvedyears. In 1988, he was hired by WLFI
in basketball, football and baseball. TV-18 as their outside county sales rep|

Gene was an exceptional pitcher andesentative, working there until 1996.
after graduation, he played semi-prdn 1998, he went to work as a salesmaj
baseball for the Class D League antbr Lehnen’s Furniture and retired sev:
worked his way up to the AAA level en years later.
within two years. In March 1948 he Gene attended the Lafayette, Indi
was signed by the New York Giants tcana, congregation, where he served & -
play in the Polatka State League in Saran elder. He was loved and respecte  Paul Eugene “Gene” Nielander
ford, Florida. by all and was called “Grandpa” by

He went onto play baseball in manymany. He was a kind man, always will-wife, Linda) of Indianapolis; four step-
leagues including the Mountaineering to help and serve. Gene loved lifesons, David Widmer of Pasadena, Cal-
League of Stone, Kentucky; the Moun-and storytelling. His repertoire of jokesifornia, John Mark Widmer (and wife,
tain States League of Newport, Tenwas unprecedented, and he will be moSusan) of West Lafayette, Roger Wid-
nessee; the Portsmith Ball Club of Ohicemembered for his genial manner ancher (and wife, Jodi) of Geneva, lllinois,
and Indiana; the Blue Ridge League okindness to all. Gene died at his resiand Scott Widmer (and wife, Bonni¢)
Radford, Virginia; and the Hazard,dence on March 1, 2005, at the age ajf Dalton, Ohio; a stepdaughter, Kathy
Kentucky, Baseball Club. He then76. Badgley (and husband, Bob) of Rock-
signed a contract to play with the Surviving with his wife are two sons, lin, California; and his brother, Gal
Philadelphia farm team in Moultrie, Michael Nielander (and wife, Vicki) of Nielander (and wife, Elizabeth) of
Georgia. Kokomo and Patrick Nielander (andAngola.

fight, her faith remained strong, and hej
family, Church members and friendg
gave her alot of encouragement and sul
port until her death. .
She is survived by her three childrerjgs
Keith, Bruce and Teresa; by two daug 4!
ters-in-law, Gwynn and Ida; six grand
children; eight great-grandchildren ang
one on the way; and three brothers a
two sisters. Jean was a member of ave
large family, on her family’s side as well

Jane Holder

as her husband's—very close, warm andrell as the painter of a number of beaualso of the Flint congregation), great-ment to God will long be remembered

Club, C.A.P. Club and headed up théwer parents and her infant son, Jerry.
used clothing giveaway. She was always Herbert and Leolie were married on
there to greet others with a hug and a bilyov. 3, 1946, and had been married for
smile every Sabbath. 58 years. Leolie started attending God's
The funeral service was conducted byChurch in 1964 and was baptized along
her pastor, Steve Shafer. She leaves heith her husband, Herbert, in the mid
eight children and their families, includ-'60s by Paul Flatt. Il health in the past
ing Beth and Larry Taylor who attendfew years kept Leolie from attending
the Flint congregation; many, manyservices, but her faith remained strong,
grandchildren (including Dawn Taylor, and her shining examples of commit-

caring families. Several members of théiful oil paintings. grandchildren and great-great-grandby those who knew her.
immediate family are longtime mem-  Alady of a gentle spirit, Jane was kindchildren. She will be greatly missed for A graveside service, conducted by f —
bers of the Greensboro and Asheborand soft spoken. She loved to talk witther concerned and caring ways. Glenn Doig of the Houston North con- k
congregations. others of God’s Kingdom. Visits, cards gregation, was held April 3, 2005, in Dixie Faulk
It is not surprising that an estimatedand phone calls always lifted her spirit. Mrs. Leolie Koester, age 83, diedBrenham.
400 to 500 people came to the familyShe expressed many times her amazpeacefully in her home in Brenham, ry. She was a faithful member of God'

visitation and funeral services to showment and gratitude at the love and supFexas, March 31, 2005. She was born Dixie Faulk, 82, of Asheboro, North Church for aimost 44 years. She will b
their love and esteem for Jean. Her fanport during her iliness. Consistently disNov. 15, 1921, to Albert and Lydia Carolina, died on Passover night, Aprilmissed by all those who knew and love
ily is very appreciative at the outpouringplaying an attitude of hope andDornhoefer. 22, 2005. Dixie was a member of theher.

of love, support and help during the timecheerfulness, her faith in God neve
of her sickness and death. wavered throughout her long iliness. Sh
During the funeral service, there waglied just nine days before Passover.

a reading of the Proverbs 31 woman. Her zest for life, her faith and deter:
Jean certainly exemplified this kind ofmination set an example for all. She wil
woman. She will be greatly missed bytruly be missed by so many in centrg
her family, Church members andGeorgia who knew and loved her.
friends. Her suffering is now over. Like A memorial service was held for Jang
the apostle Paul, she fought a good fightin April 17 in Duluth, Georgia.
finished her course and kept the faith.

She now rests beside her husband until V. Pearl Dues, 85, died peacefully i
the resurrection, when we look forwardher sleep March 12, 2005. Mrs. Dues, §
to seeing both of them again. she was known to many, was born i

May Bell White, 81, was a well- loved |8 rm ¥
member of the Phoenix East, Arizong

Pearl Dues

East Texas, then moved to Flint, Michi-
gan, in 1938. After raising a large fami-
oyt ly (eight children) she answered God'saind Aaron and Brittany Ash; one greatters, 16 grandchildren, 23 great-grandfamily. The Charleston congregatior
LS call and was baptized in the spring ofjrandson, Adrian Lindenberg; and twochildren and one great-great grandchildwill miss her.

1971. She attended the Flint congregasisters, Evelyn Spies and Ruby Meier of Dixie lived a fulland eventful life. She  Her pastor, John Foster, conducted

r She is survived by her husband, HerAsheboro congregation. Her health had
bert; son and daughter-in-law, Kirby anddeclined since suffering a stroke in April  Donna Carol Dorsey, 47, of Soutt
2003, and declined even further after sh€harleston, West Virginia, died April 14,
fell and broke her hipin December 20042005. She was a member of th
Dixie and her husband, Bill, were Charleston congregation and was ba
baptized by a baptizing tour in the Orlantized in 1983.
do, Florida, area in July 1961. They She is survived by her husband of 2
attended the Lakeland and Orlando coryears, Robert Dorsey; and two daugt
gregations until 1987, when Bill retiredters, Michele Dorsey and Jessica Ca
and they moved to Georgia, attendingind her husband, Nickolas. Also surviv
the Moultrie congregation. In 1993 theying Donna are her father, Donnie Mid
moved to North Carolina and attendedkiff; her two sisters, Pam Dorsey ani
the Marion congregation for two yearsLisa Dustin; her brother, Douglas Mid-
When United Church of God began irkiff; her four grandchildren, Chase an
1995, they began attending the newlyCaitlin Dorsey and Caleb and Carso
formed congregation in Asheboro.  Case; her mother-in-law, Louise Dorse
A sad time for Dixie came when Bill (who is also a member of the Unite:
died suddenly of a heart attack in Sepchurch of God congregation in
tember 1995. They had been marrie€harleston); as well as a number of clo:
Leah Koester of Brenham; daughtersver 53 years. In 1996, Dixie moved tcfamily members and dear friends.
and sons-in-law, Karen and Paul Stegerisheboro to be close to her daughter, Donna suffered from pancreatic
of Carmine, Janice and Alan Gilchrist ofSandy. She enjoyed relatively goodtancer for the past/2years. Despite
Brenham, and Debbie and Chris Ash ohealth until the stroke two yeas ago. her pain and discomfort, she was
Spring; 15 grandchildren: Sheena, Jaki Dixie is survived by her three daugh-shining example of optimism anc
(Dorris), Renee (Ton) and Steven Steters, Carol Jamison of West Palm Beacltourage. She did not seek pity, but we
gent; Nathan, Cherilyn (Lindenberg),Florida; Sandy Mills of Seagrove, Northconcerned for others. She approach:
Sara, Julianne, Jocelyn and Audr&Carolina; and Phebe Friddle of Ruthereach day as special and thanked G
Gilchrist; Brian, Eric and John Koester;fordton, North Carolina; and by two sis-she had that day to enjoy life and he

Leolie Koester

May Bell White tion where she was active in the SingleBrenham. She was preceded in death ligved music, artwork and writing poet-funeral service.
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= What's New on the Web?
At a Glance L
m Current World News & Trends On verticalthought.org

On www.ucg.org sBL:(l))v(\lesé? ggéo'gr?:;wo”d news eventsby gy articles posted for June include “The
o m Compass Check ) 9 ) Welcome Guest,” “May the Real Force Be
seen himin such a state of urgency. Whgée video of home office weekly meeting. ~ WWw-ucg.org/worldnews/ With You” and “What Do You Believe?”

was said to [the official]? Whatever ) .
said, it shook him up real bad. Anywal ?\?Nmm.ucg.org/about/homeoﬁlce/compasscheck.htm m E-mail Updates and UCG eNews verticalthought.org

think things have been taken care of heg@UCG Commentary on This Week's News Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG Eeatured Links of the Month
Thank you for calling on my behalf.” | weekly commentaries by UCG written on members and weekly HTML newsletters

16

|

Continued from page 2

Of course, the reason for the expefiforid news and trends, from a biblical with ucg.org updates. Sign up today! ® Youth and young —
ed service was this official's persongherspective. Read these and more: www.ucg.org/contact/updates. htm adults’ Web site.
respe%t fgr the Ch“urchanot an’ythlng P nding Sexual Abuse of Children” i www.ucgyouth.org
\i/;/enﬁ:ale o hlggltr!sa good news” story t atNe\_/v Government—Same Problems” On vcmagazine.org ® Singles’ Web site for
The recent Q&As iThe Good News. c0ing . . - Going . ... Gone” ® The June VCM includes “Planning for Life,”  singles in the Church. =
about the Trinity sparked a host of quesin @1 Age of Disillusionment, “Hasty Judgments,” “Has Christ Failed?” and  yw.ucgsingles.org
tions—maost of them challenges to ¢ drorgiveness? “Why Have You Made Me Like This?” If you have any questions or comments, please
denial of the Trinity doctrine. Www.ucg.org/commentary/ vcmagazine.org contact: webmaster@ucg.org
Cecil Maranville
ABC Announces This is an 18-month unpaid position, You can readWorld News and able at our Web site, www.ucgstp.org, tape for the 2005 Feast video.
during which Mr. Rhodes will be askedProphecyonline at www.ucg.org/wnp or you may contact Gary and Gale Blacklune 12: Pentecost.
Samp|erS to write an article for the paper once andUnited Newsat www.ucg.org/un. at (651) 769-8802 or by e-mail atJune 24-26: Ladies’ Seminar, Seattle
month. The Good Newsis available at gary black@ucg.org. Washington (www.ucg-seattle.org).
The home office will once again be the The newspaper serves the state capiawwvw.gnmagazine.org and/ertical Gary and Gale Black July 2-3: “Taking Your Calling Serious-
site of the sixth annual ABC Sampletal of Michigan and is read by many ofThoughtat www.verticalthought.org. ly—Being Ready to Lead in God's
The dates for this weeklong event will bthe state’s elected representatives and t simply sign up for United's regular Kingdom,” Toronto, Ontario
Aug. 22 to 26. Most will arrive Aug. 21governor. e-mail updates at www.ucg.orgicon{Garden Grove (www.ucg-toronto.org/Semi-
and depart after Sabbath on the 27th. tact/updates.htm to receive an alerf . nars2005.asp).
Please contact Gary Antion at . when new material is available oniine [NVItES TeeNs and July 7-10: European Youth Get-Togetr
Gary_Antion@ucg.org or call (513)V|eW|ng Literature Media and Communications Servicesyoung Adults to er near Cologne, Germany.
576-9796 to reserve your place in thib T July 15-17: Teen and young adult beac
year's exciting educational program. nline? Save Us Beach weekend, Garden Grove, California
Mini-samplers are scheduled for Sep§ome Paper Young Adults July 28-31: Bluegrass Family Fur
17 and 18 in Nashville, Tennessee, and In A . The Garden Grove, California, con- Weekend, near Cadiz, Ohic
Akron, Ohio. Los Angeles, California, is Christian LeaderShlp gregation is inviting all interested teens (www.ucgnet.org/bluegrass).
the location for the third mini-sampleron  Some people are eager to read the Iagonference Set for and young adults to a Southern CaliforAug. 14: ABC graduation.
Nov. 19 and 20. estGood News, United News, World nia weekend at the beach July 15 to 1Aug. 19-21: Women's Weekend in
More details will be in the next issuéNews and Propheoy Vertical Thought Sept. 2t05 Activities will include a bonfire,  Sacramento, California, “Encourag
of United News. issue. So, when a new copy is published, brunch, gym night and day at the beach. ing One Another to Love and Gooc

Gary E. Antion, ABC Coordinatorthey go to one of our Web sites to read The upper Midwest regional Christ-If you are interested in attending or ifyou Works” (suecrow@gmail.com).
the latest issue before their printed copian Leadership Conference will be heldvant additional information, please con-Aug. 22-26: ABC Sampler at the hom
arrives in the mail. If you are one of thesérom Friday evening, Sept. 2, throughtact either DeAnn Weiss at lucky2bin-  office (gary_antion@ucg.org).

Pastor Named to people and you no longer need to receiidonday, Sept. 5, at the Wesley Woodhib@yahoo.com or (714) 378-6143 oAug. 26-31: Council meetings.
your printed copy of one or all of theseCamp, Williams Bay, Wisconsin. Kirk Talbott at kirktalbott@cox.net or Sept. 2-5: Upper Midwest regiona
NeWSpaper publications, please let us know by e- Activities will include informative (949) 425-1218. Christian Leadership Conference ¢
Advi sory Board mail at info@ucg.org. seminars and interactive studies concermn- Kirk Talbott Williams Bay, Wisconsin.
Readers who want to opt out of receiving Christian leadership, Sabbath ser- Sept. 17-18: ABC mini-samplers in
ing hard-copy versions of publications invices, a service project, recreational Nashville, Tennessee, and Akron, Ohic
Melvin Rhodes, senior writer fdihe - the mail can easily do so in the Unitedactivites including volleyball, basketball, Calendar of Events Nov. 19-20: ABC mini-sampler in Los
Good Newssenior editor ofVorld News States and some other countries. Pleakerseshoes, lakefront swimming and fish- Angeles, California.

and Prophecgnd pastor of the Lansingnote: if readers opt out of receivibigit-  ing, pontoon boat rides, waterskiing andviay 30-June 8: Peter Eddington andec. 11-15: Council meetings.
Michigan, congregation, has beerd Newsn the mail, they will also not tubing and lots of fellowship. Dormitory ~ Clay Thornton travel to Johannesburd@ec. 23 (evening)-27 (late): Winter

appointed to thkansing State Journal'sreceive thérestival Planning Brochure housing and camping are available. and Durban, South Africa, and Llong-  Family Weekend in Louisville, Ken-
Community Advisory Board. or United Youth Camps Magazine. More information willbe made avail-  we and Blantyre, Malawi, to video-  tucky (details in August).
. . . ® Periodicals Postage Paid
Attention Graduating Seniors and Parents! @l I[ ||ted at Milford, Ohio, and at
News of the United Church of God. an International Association additional malllng offices

Congratulations! We would like to feature the 2005 high school graduates in a special
section of the JulWnited NewsPlease take a few minutes to answer these questions and
send a photograph by June 20, 2005.

1. Graduate's Name

2. Parents’Names

3. Congregation

4. High School Accomplishments

5. Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests (tell a little bit about yourself)

6. Plans After Graduation

7. Additional Comments (favorite quote, favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc. Rlease
identify which it is, so we don't think your advice is your motto, etc.)

Phone number or e-mail address to confirm spellings Wit Not Be Printedl

Please send with a recent photo of the graduate by June 20.

By e-mail to: Mike Bennett@ucg.org

By mail to:United NewsP.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length; 300-word maximum length. Thanks!




