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At a Glance

Elder Credentialed

On May 10, 2006, the Council ¢
Elders approved the credentialing
Randy Duke as an elder. He and his

Laurie, are serving in the CapeArmstrong’s favorite scripture, “How

Girardeau, Missouri, congregation.

King of the South
Lecture Draws 32

GCE Focuses on Service and Leadership

Chairman Bob Dick called the Gen
eral Conference of Elders Annual Meet]
ing to order shortly after 9 a.m. on Ma
7. The theme for this year was “Servic
and Leadership—Today, Tomorrow ang
Beyond.” Mr. Dick said that the wel-

fcome receptions and Sabbath servic
chad started the weekend well. Inlight 0
ifthe conference he recalled Mrs. Lom

- ) 'i.-: i

Bob Dick, Bill and Jenny Bradford and Richard Thompson fellowship at

GCE (photo by Janet Treadway)

elders ordained or credentialed inthe last « Oludare and “Ton” Akinbo

Introduction of New Elders  year. Lastyear there were 11 new elders ¢ Bart and Joan Bornhorst
Then Mr. Dick introduced the new introduced; this year there are 19: « Dempsey and Susan Bruton

good and how pleasantitis for brethre
to dwell together in unity ..

* Paul and Merlen Cebrian

* Gladstone and Alice Chonde

* Ken and Jean Cline

« Jim and Marlene Cowell

* Russell and Tammy DeVilbiss

* Martin and Denise Fekete

 Don and Jackie Finger

* Alberto Gonzélez Pefia and Yulur
Langarica Verdin

* Tim and Mary Heine

* Dennis and Paula Horlick

* Morgen and Joleen Kriedemann

* Leroy and Maxine Neff

See “GCE,” page 5

New People in
Washington

Brethren in the Tacoma and Olymp

Washington, congregations sent out ove

500 letters invitingGood Newssub-

scribers in the area to a special public |

Bible lecture, “The King of the Sou

abomination of desolation. Mr. Ree!

said, “The lectures went well. We plant:

ed some seeds.”

Many local brethren came to se
and benefit from the message and
lowship with the 32 “new people,” abo
half of whom had a Church of God bag
ground.

Pastor Rex Sexton said, “These |

tures drew the largest response percent-
agewise that | have ever seen. The \}ub— office to give many of the presentations.

ject was specific and timely, plus
asked the members in both church a

Denver Hosts First Regional Conference

a,

(A

S|

Larry Salyer, Tom Clark and Tom Damour listen to Clyde Kilough; right, Richard Pinelli (otos by Scott Ashley)

e by Larry Neff
el- Ashley who live nearby. A few of the wives were presen
ut On April 26 and 27 the Mountain Region was the stags well.

k- up point for the two-day ministerial development confer- Sessions at the conference covered the following topic
ence, which will be held in every U.S. region and severale Why are we doing this?

ec- international areas over the next year. » What are we looking for in new elders and pastors?

Clyde Kilough and Richard Pinelli came from the home « Discernment: How to find it and how to use it.

e The conference was attended by all pastors in the regisege “Denver,” page 4

eas

to pray and set aside one day to fast,
ing God to inspire people to respond
Two of the lectures were held befqg
the Feast of Unleavened Bread
Tumwater and Bremerton.) The upcol
ing feast added exciting conversatio

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
United Statistics

Donors

7,500

5,000

2,500

Sk-

Jwo New Council Members Chosen, Two Reselected

in

m- May 7 the General Conference ofWilliam (Bill) Eddington He has been a member of the A
hetlders chose four Council members to Bill Eddington and his wife, Rae, live tralian National Council since 1997
serve the next three years. Bob Dick anith Melbourne, Australia, and have six chairman  sinc
Richard Thompson were returned to thadult children. 1999. He also serv

Council Holds
Strategic Planning
Brainstorming
Session

by Don Henson

During the February/March meet-
ings, the Council determined it would
evaluate and revamp its approach to tt
creation of the Church's Strategic Plan

At the May 11 Council meeting
Chairman Robert Dick emphasized th¢
an effective strategic plan has a horizc
of about three years. The Church'’s cu
rent Strategic Plan has been modifie

along with full-time employees Charles Melear and Scott and updated from year to year. Howe\
I er, Mr. Dick emphasized, it is now time

to rethink and reprioritize the strategie

Sit enumerates.

As aninitial step in that direction, Mr.
Dick led the Council in a brainstorming
session. Prior to this session, Mr. Dicl
had asked each member to be prepar
to discuss what he felt were the Church
three most urgent issues and how the
can be met.

The format was a “roundtable” dis-
cussion, with each member in turn ent
merating the items on his list. Counci

ai(See “Planning,” page 15

s Inside:

Council, and Bill He was baptized in 1970 an on the Pastoral an
Eddington (interna ordained as an elder in 1975. Since t the Policy and Plan
tional) and Richard| time he has served the Church in ma ning Committees.
Pinelli were added capacities—counseling, preaching, gi Mr.  Eddington
as new memberg ing Bible studies, gained considerabl
Tony Wasilkoff and baptizing, acting ag experience in sale
Mario Seiglie will aFestival coordina: logistics, strategi
T tor and a Festival planning and
elder and conductj human resource:
ing weddings and

Richard Pinelli

Following are ry Wiliams and Bill Eddington
brief biographies of pastors a small congregation several

Coworkers
|

the new members. hours’drive from Melbourne. See “Profiles,” page 2

Bob Dick

during his years of employment witf5

Richard Thompson  f,nerals. He cur several major companies and the stey
.| leave the Council rently assists Aus government of Victoria. For sever:
as their terms tralian Southern years in the early 1980s he was am
expire June 30. Region pastor Bar:

2 Council Profiles: Bill Eddington and
Richard Pinelli
Forward! by Clyde Kilough

Around the World: Smiles for
Rwanda; Asian Web Sites; Canadian
and German Stats

BT in Canada; Malawi Growth; GCE
Exit Survey; Education Task Force

GCE Reports; Ballot Results

From the Word: Making Sense of
World News; Good Sex, Bad Sex;
I Meditation; Who Made Paul Cry?

2
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state’s premier teacher training college
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At a Glance

mittees. He is now retired.

Continued from page 1

material and opportunities to talk ab
God's Holy Days. The final lectur
(Tacoma) was recorded on video fo
person who couldn't attend.

Jerry Berg said, “The literature tablg
we set up was well received, the atm
phere was very friendly and the peopl
were happy to stay late and fellowshi
Some asked for directions to servi
and one family contacted Mr. Sexton
a personal visit. . -

Mr. Sexton added, “Itis important thaBill and Rae Eddington

He has never been employed by th€ouncil discussions.

New Council Member Profiles: Bill Eddington and Richard Pinelli

Church involvement and hands-oriThey worked in Canada pastoring in 1Zoordinator, 14 years as a regional ps
knowledge of the operations and needshurch areas for 23 years. They movetbr, two years as Ministerial Service:

chairing the staffing and legislation com-of a UCGA international area may pro- back to the United States in 1984 whereperation manager in Canada and :

vide a different perspective during soméhey pastored three areas before theears as operation manager for Minist

church splitin 1995.
Mr. Eddington said, “This will be a

rial Services in United.

He has been a pastor for 43 years and Currently Mr. Pinelli serves as coor

new experience for me, and I look for-has 12 years of experience as a Feadihator of ministerial development pro

ward to making an effective contributiol
to the workings of the Council of Elderg
and the Church generally.”

Richard Pinelli
Richard Pinelliwas born and reared i
Chicago, lllinois, going through what he

ishing grade 12. He then went to anf
graduated from Ambassador College.
He married his wife, Mary, in 1960

grams, focusing on training the trainer
of future ministers. Mr. Pinelli has men:
tored 36 trainees in his career and is ve
enthused about his new job and abo
serving on the Council.

“| appreciate the opportunity to servt
on the Council at this time,” he said. “
have worked with the Council closely
for 10 years when | worked in Ministe-
rial Services as well as with the hom
office administration. | hope this experi
ence will be helpful in my time on the

we keep in communication with thoseChurch and feels that his outsideand they were transferred after gradu !

that God might be calling. These lectufesmployment  experience, noncareetion to Vancouver, British Columbia. Mary and Richard Pinelli
give people who are interested an egsy

way to make contact with us and see

what we are about.” F O R W A R D !
You've Got to Stop to Go Forward!

by Clyde Kilough

Council.” un

Logan Smitl

U.S. Holy Day
Offerings Reported

technological advancements that it is virtually impos- They even have a term for the problem: “tech
sible not to be influenced by one form or other”  stress.” “Our challenge,” says Kuk, “is to understar

I'm delighted to contribute  Kuk quotes a study of 1,300 junior and senior mahew this relationship between time and technolo
to this new feature called “For- agers throughout the United States, England, Australimpacts us and develop a strategy to cope with it.”
ward!"—a short editorial Hong Kong and Singapore. “Seventy-three percentl see and feel the knowledge and time overload thr
designed to help us think in a,indicated they needed enormous amounts of informening to spiritually swamp many of us in the Churt
well, “forward” direction. tion to be successful in their job. At the same time, 38day. The threat is real, and the solution is simple.

The first thing | want to say percent reported ill-health as a result of information Stop!
is. .. we need to stop! overload, 66 percent reported increased tension withStop, daily, and return to the simple spiritual roots

The '60s musicabtop the work colleagues and diminished job satisfaction causptayer and Bible study, coupled with regular fastin
World, | Want to Get Offtap- by information overload. Sixty-two percent admittectop the world’s intrusion by making our prayer, Bibl
are processed, this figure should reag tures my fancy, but that's wish- their personal and social relationships have sufferedsisdy and fasting more frequent, more ferventand m
$780,000. fulthinking—"thisworld ain't ~ well.” relevant.

For the Last Day of Unleavenedstopping for nobody.” If anything, the heat'sincreasing Can spiritual relationships likewise suffer? Two last-day scriptures are very real: “Many sh¢
Bread, the reported offering amount wat® suck us into the “cares of this life” whirlpool. “In our rush to stay connected, we make the assumpn to and fro, and knowledge shall increase” (Dan
$738,648.30, with an attendance |of We'll move forward, though, if we stop. tion that technology is our solution to managing ou2:4), and a seemingly contradictory one, “My peof.
12,026. This represents a 0.9 pergentWhat do | mean? Consider one of the cares of thife and lifestyles. We make the assumption that techre destroyed for lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6). Ir
increase in attendance and a 3.2 pergdife unique in history: the overwhelming nature of th@ology always savestime . . . assessing technology liay when we are swamped by knowledge overlo
increase in the offering amount ovefinformation Age,” driven by the science and commuereated an inability to accurately appraise time. Peoplerse 1 explains the root problem: “There is no truth
2005.0nce all offerings that were indlinications revolution. | read recently that 1,000 newften underestimate the amount of time somethimgercy oknowledge of Gad the land"—after all, who
vidually mailed are processed, this figureooks are published in the United States every weektakes to complete because they overestimate their awthe world has time for it?
may reach around $760,000. 300 per day in Britain! abilities or those of their tools or devices they use. WeWe do, if we make time to walk and talk with Goc

Gerald Seeli Thomas Kuk, in an essay titled “Coping With Techhave become victims of multi-tasking madness—thand listen to Him through studying His Word.
nology,” observed, “Our society is so permeated withbility to juggle multiple thoughts, tasks and jobs.”  We have to stop to move forwardy

The offering reported for the First D:
of Unleavened Bread in the Uniteg
States was $764,048.09, with an att
dance of 13,248. This represents a
percent increase in attendance and
percent increase in the offering amo
over 2005. Once all offerings that wer
individually mailed to the home offic
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News From Around the World

Good Works Brings Smiles to Rwandan Brethren

E

‘-\a\\oﬁa and added over 400 new subscriber
e( Also in January, 499 letters were se
to those who were receiving tBéble

At a Glance Study Courseut did not renew it after

UCG elders Greg Swartz and Joethe way local dentists have to work.return to repeat the kind of work that
Meeker spent 10 days in Aprilin Rwan- During the five days that Dr. Swartzaccomplished this year. They expres|

da on a groundbreaking Good Worksvorked, he treated 25 Church membera continuing need to update both the Lesson 3. To date, 90 people ha
project providing free dental care to ouiand family members ranging in agesinderstanding of new technology [as . requested to continue receiving th
brethren in this East African country.  from 8 to 84, providing services rangingwell as their professional skills. Three New Asian course as a result of the letter. The mc

wife, Jan, had accompanied Mr. Meek1o root canals and extractions. He alsteft the dental department a $1,000 sentto 2,771 people, and we've receive
eron a pastoral trip to Rwanda two yearaccepted other challenging cases sugpcator apparatus, which allows dentists 436 responses. The responses to th
earlier and was struck by the faithfulnesgested to him by the dental staff, so thab precisely measure progress in rpot Three new Asian Web sites—for Sin-letters continue to arrive every week.
of our brethren, but also the lack of denthey could observe the most up-to-dateanal procedures. Dr. Kamanzi was vegapore, Sri Lanka and Hong Kong—are Edwin van Pelt
tal care available to them. procedures for treatment. touched by this gen-being created. The initial focus is on

Dr. Swartz volunteered his time to Each day, some Churc erosity and excited tpcountries where United already has
provide dental care for one week, angnembers and their childre members, readership and ministeiaGerman GN Goes
after consultation with UCG Good would travel several hours involvement. This will help overcome .
Works coordinator Tom Kirkpatrick, an bush taxi from their rural vil the impression that we have no physicatlo 20 Countries
official project was organized. Mr. lages for treatment in Kigali presence in other Asian nations besides
Meeker, pastor for French-African For some, it was their first trif the Philippines. The May-June issue of th@ute
churches, would provide logistical andto the “big city.” When asked Web site domain names have beeNachrichter{GermarGood Newgsmag-
translation support in the predominanthow they found the experience, sev secured and work has begun on thesine is mailed to 4,071 readers in Z
ly French-speaking nation. al children replied that the city was ve Web sites in the Philippine office. TheEuropean countries, a 2.8 perce

Dr. Swartz brought much personabig, there was so much traffic it seemss sites for Hong Kong and Sri Lanka arencrease over the previous issue. For t
equipment, worth many thousands ofike a “car race,” the dental treatme| already up and running. Members caffirst time, a “Readers ask, we answe
dollars, to use as he worked. The projeatidn’t hurt at all (contrary to what the even register for the Feast in Sri Lanka onolumn was included to answer que:
got off to a somewhat tense start whehad been told to expect) and the del ] the Sri Lankan Web site. They can logions from subscribers. Including forme
his luggage, filled with dental supplieschair was very soft (they had never o e onto the sites via the main UCG.org Welteaders, th&ute Nachrichtedatabase
and his clothing, didn't arrive in Rwan- before sat on a padded chair). Brethren at inauguration of new hallin | gjie (ihese sites are listed under intermnaiow contains 15,088 subscriber recorc
da when he did. Everyone was relieved Toward the end of the week, DEIt: Rwanda; inset, Dr. Greg Swartz tional congregations).

Dr. Swartz, who is a dentist, and hisfrom teeth cleaning and filling cavities, As a personal parting gift, Dr. SW&ME&(V eb Sites Created recent subscriber development letter w

when the luggage arrived intact the nexBwartz and Mr. Meeker hosted the h¢/ith patient Damascéne Bazatsinda We're very excited about the prospects .
day. pital director Dr. Munyarugamba, thehave this machine available in Heof this new initiative, and we feel AsianGerman Statistics
“We really felt God's blessing on the dentists and staff to a special dinnedepartment. readers throughout the region will appre-
project” said Dr. Swartz. “We had orig- Rwandan Church elder Jean-Marie ciate the more specific attention offeredAn nounced
inally arranged to rent the office of a pri-Mundeli, who had done a great deal ofnaugurating New Building Dave Baker
vate dentist in Kigali, but the Rwandanadvance work in preparing for the pro- Before leaving Rwanda, Dr. Swal This year 101 people met in the Ge
Medical Board only authorized us toject, made introductory comments, anénd Mr. Meeker had the chance to par- man-language region to keep th
work at the Centre Hospitialier deextended thanks to everyone for theiticipate in another joyful occasion alsgd Record 715 Passover. On the First Day of Unleay

Kigali, one of the two largest hospitals inhelp in making the project a success. made possible by the Good Works pro, . ened Bread, 132 people attended s
the capital city of Kigali. Thisturned out ~ Additional comments, thanks andgram. About 60 people attend UCG eAttend in Canada vices in four locations: Haan-Gruiter
to be a great blessing not only becausexpressions of friendship were presentsices in the remote village of Giti. Until (48), Munich (10), Schriesheim (29) an
the hospital was better equipped than thed by Mr. Meeker and Dr. Swartz as welkecently, services were held in a myd- The First Day of Unleavened BreadWinterthur in Switzerland (45). The
private office, but also because it allowedis by the hospital director, Dr. Mun-brick and bamboo shelter built next|tsaw a record attendance of 715 acrossfering was 7,108 euros, a 11.1 perce
us contact with medical authorities inyarugamba and by Dr. Kamanzi. the house of Jean-Baptiste SibobugingBanada, an increase of 11.2 percent ovdecrease compared to 2005.
Rwanda who really saw the Church's Hospital staff and other observers alsa deacon in the Church. However, fhest year's attendance of 643. The previ- On the Last Day of Unleavener
light shine.” commented on how impressed theynayor of Giti had condemned the shebus record attendance of 700 waBread, 112 people attended services
The department head, Dr. Immaculésvere by this labor of love. Dr. Kamanziter as inadequate. reached on the Day of Atonement 2004our locations: Cologne-Porz (42)
Kamanzi, graciously invited Dr. Swartzcommented, “You really make a great Through the generosity of the Gopd The Holy Day offering for the First Munich (13), Schriesheim (29) and Win
to use her personal office, which was theffort to help your Church members.” Works program, a new building waay of Unleavened Bread came in at 9.rthur in Switzerland (28). The offering
best equipped at the hospital. In addition to serving brethren andconstructed on a beautiful hilltop lot. Qrpercent over last year. (5,870 euros) increased 1.2 percent.
In spite of everyone’s best efforts,others in need, this project has alreadihe last Sabbath the American visitprs The average Sabbath attendance in
conditions were sometimes challengraised awareness of the Church’s exisvere in Rwanda, the official inauguraCanada is up 2.1 percent over last year .
ing. For example, the water supply atence in Rwanda and favorably impacttion of the hall was held. During the spéfer the first three months of the year.  UC G Included in

the hospital was often cut off, forcinged the Church’s reputation with govern<ial Sabbath service, Mr. Meeker gave a Edwin van Pelt . . .

the dental assistants to irrigate teetiment authorities. sermon on appreciating God's blessirgs, Un|VerS|ty PI’OjeCt
manually with a syringe. Thiswas new Both Dr. Munyarugamba and Dr. and taking care of what He gives us.

to Dr. Swartz, but unfortunately oftenKamanzi have asked that Dr. Swartz After services, everyone gathered iCgnada Repor‘ts on As part of a project on religious

front of the building, for the official ded- o diversity in Nordrhein-Westfalen, Ger-
" . ication prayer asked by Mr. Meek Mailing Responses many's largest state, the University ¢
Language Barrier Overcome by Smiles Both the sermon and the prayer were Bochum will provide information on
translated from French into Kinyarwan- The Canadian office began mailingthe Internet about 250 Christian churcl
In April, | had a wonderful opportunity to do dental work in a hospital clinic inda, the local language. He was thdgtters the second week of May to ovees, including UCG-Germany.
Kigali, Rwanda. Leaving from the States with a suitcase and a carry-on stuffed viiimed by Mr. Mundeli, Mr. Sibobugin: 9,000 former subscribers ®he Good
dental equipment and supplies, | really did not know what to expect. go and Dr. Swartz for the official ribbgnNews The letters are being sent to those
We were assigned to the Kigali Hospital Center, a facility with four dental chairsytting. Then everyone entered theho did not respond to the two renewaBrethren Safe After
three dentists (25 percent of the dentists in the entire nation!), an oral surgeon flwitding to share a meal prepared undietters that were sent in late 2004. Th .
Cuba, as well as a support staff. From the very first hour, the clinic doctors wéhe direction of Mrs. Mundeli. letters are being mailed at the rate o ndonesian Quake
asking me to see their patients. | was happy to accommodate them as much as pDsing this time, brethren asked Mrabout 500 per day so the office staff
sible, although the schedule became pretty tight. Mundeli to translate and read a letter efon't be overwhelmed with responses Jeff Caudle reported May 27, “I've
What a privilege to be able to do work for our brethren in the rural portions tifanks addressed to Dr. Swartz. all at once. Based on the results of thbeen in contact with Soegito and Martt
Rwanda! While language was still a roadblock of sorts, it was overcome by smilesQur Rwandan brethren were overmther letters sent out this year, we expettfidjaya, Indonesian brethren who live it
warm embraces, appreciation on both sides, some helpful interpreters and spfyed at this blessing from God, andver 1,200 responses to this letter.  asmall, rural village abou¥ghours'dri-
ing time together. Services the next Sabbath were once again one of the highligtitise generous love of their brethren in The other letters the Canadian officere to the east of Yogyakarta. They are s¢
of my life. My patients and | now have a special bond, and it was visible and pather parts of the world. They septias sent this year have been quite suand doing fine after the 6.3 magnitud
pable by the look in their eyes, the warm smiles on their faces and the muthair heartfelt thanks to all those whaeessful. In January we sent 5,223 lettersarthquake in their region . . . I'm sur
regret that our time together had to come to an end. And their smiles are clefvage participated in Good Works fundto people on our database who werthey would sincerely appreciate oL
and brighter (and bigger) than before! raisers. not subscribers of thEeN. To date, prayers for God's intervention, protectiol
Greg Swartz Joel Meeket we've received nearly 1,000 responseand comfort for their countryme. ”




At a Glance

Continued from page 2

are offered in the on-site restauran
Free shuttle bus service connects gu
with the efficient Singaporean ma:
transit system, which operates mq
than 18 hours a day.

Room rates for the Orchid Count
Club are listed in Singapore dolla
(S$), including 5 percent goods an:
services tax (GST). Prices are g
room (or suite, as indicated) per night
The current exchange rate is approj
mately S$1 equals US$0.63 or US!
equals S$1.58 (www.xe.com).

« Deluxe twin room (one queen b
and one single beaf two single beds)
includes breakfast: S$116 (single oc
pancy) and S$126 (double occupan
Extra bed is S$37, includes breakfast
one person.

« Deluxe family room (one quee
bed and two single beds) for
adults/two children, includes breakf
for four: S$147.

« Deluxe suite (two bedrooms a
one living room), includes breakfast f
four persons: S$315.

A brieflisting of local sites and attra
tions includes the Singapore Botani
Gardens, Singapore Zoo, Night Saf:

Chinese Gardens, Jurong Bird Park

Underwater World, Sentosa Island, t

Asian Civilizations Museums, the Mer-

lion and the Singapore Science Cen

Awide variety of tourism information i$

available from the Singaporean Tourig
Web site www.visitsingapore.com.

For further information and booking
at the Orchid Country Club, contact J¢
Caudle by mail at P.O. Box 22, Shol
land St., Auckland 1015, New Zealan
by phone at +64-9-817 5496; or by
mail at jeff_caudle@ucg.org.

Jeff Caudle

Electronic
Contributions
Being Studied

Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick gave th
Council of Elders a brief overview Ma}
10 of preliminary research by a task fo
into the feasibility and advisability o
using an electronic system for contrib
tions to the Church. The Council ask
Dr. Kirkpatrick to provide more infor4
mation at the meetings in August.

Don Henson

President Gives
Hymnal Update

UCGIA President Clyde Kilough gavi
the Council an update on the new hyj

nal project May 10. He said it is not like-

ly that the hymnal will be ready prior t
this year's Feast of Tabernacles, as hoy
He emphasized that the goal is to “ge
right,” not to get it fast.

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

Beyond Today Television Program Begins Airing in Canada

Airing of theBeyond Todagrogram  The Beyond Todayelevision pro- available across Canada on cable ariz aired in Canada on a month-to-mon
beganin selected areas in Canada on theam also began on Vision TV at 11 p.msatellite. basis as a market test. The resolution a
Christian Television network at 10:300n Sunday evening, May 21, onthe West Response for the very first showingstipulates that until the airing Beyond
a.m. Sunday, May 21. (The ChristianCoast. There is no adjustment for differwas 15 calls from six provinces. “ThisisTodayhas completed its research ar
Television network is currently availableent time zones, so the program airs at @ven better than what we had hoped fordlevelopment stage in the United State

tanly to Rogers digital cable subscribers.m. Monday, Eastern Daylight Savingsaid Anthony Wasilkoff. airing the program in any other part ¢
edtsOntario but will be expanded acrosdime and at 3 a.m. in the Maritimes (3:30 The Council of Elders passed a rescthe world requires Council approval.
s<Canada over the next several months.jp.m. in Newfoundland). Vision TV is lution May 11 allowind3eyond Todatp Edwin van Pelt and Don Hensor
re

‘Brethren in Malawi Experience Growth in the Midst of Hardship

Feast preparations have started. THvelihood development projects. 18in 2002 to 48 members who took th
Feast is to be held at the same place it In Blantyre, there are plans to build aPassover in 2006.
i- The Churchin Malawi, once a British has been held the last three years, th®use for worship services. A senior The Blantyre deacon, Mr. Salawile
otectorate in central Africa, is grow-Nkopola Lodge on Lake Malawi. Inter- member, Gilton Gwire Chakhaza, whosaid, “We were only eight including Dr.
ing, andThe Good Newsiagazine is national visitors are expected. first listened to the gospel over the radicChilopora when we first met in 2001
deaching all corners of the country. Against the background of Malawi's in 1955 preached by the late Herbert W_ater in the year, on Sept. 27, we, incluc

There are about 50 members acroggor economy, the brethren have to relirmstrong and who was baptized ining Mr. Gladstone Chonde, met Victo
ke country in two congregations, oveion the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ tal975, is helping with the site acquisitionKubik in Lilongwe.”
300 kilometers (about 200 miles) apartsee them through. for the Church building. Malawi has 12 senior member:
@bout half are in the country’s capital, Like other countries strugglingtosur-  Blantyre sits on the eastern edge of thehose ages are between 62 and i
Lilongwe, in the central region wherevive, Malawi's 12 million people face Great Rift Valley. Experts trace a geo-There is one widow and there are thre
Ider Gladstone Chonde feeds the flockeritical conditions such as HIV/AIDS, logical fault line from Damascus widowers.
0 The other group of a similar numbemwhich has left behind a million orphansthrough Jerusalem, along the Nile River Sabbath lessons are being prepar
56 in the commercial city of Blantyre in and a recurring famine. In addition, theand through Malawi. This may be theand will be taught by Loney Mpilang-
the southern region where recentlychief export crop, tobacco, is decliningfault line described in Zechariah 14:4we. Bilton Salawila, a son of the deacor
erdained deacon Elifazi Salawila servegue to global antismoking awareness. that will burst at the coming of Christ. who runs a private school of music, re
r South Africa-based pastor Bill Jahns To comfort the Malawi brethren, Despite geological threats and otheularly conducts choirs in Blantyre.
regularly visits Malawi. There are twobrethren in Canada have donategossible prophetic disasters, the brethren The Church in Malawi is growing
prospective members counseling fofamine-relief funds. Another form of in Malawi exhibit high spiritual morale. stronger in faith day by day. Despitt
dlaptism on the heels of one baptism afteelief is from LifeNets grants. SomeLike amustard seed bearing abundancsgcial problems, there is hope of salvi
rihe Feast last year. brethren have been assisted in thethere has been a big increase from onljon through our Lord Jesus Christy

éry Nicholas Mbicholo

(5]

<5CE Exit Survey Results Presented to Council of Elders

m
On May 9, Ken Giese, chairman ofbusiness meeting, workshops and ledsfied” with the conference. ing the level of attention to wives a
sthe GCE Planning Task Force, gave theures. Many stated that they attended ¢ 92 percent said that they plan tche meeting.
=fiCouncil of Elders an overview of exit for “all” of the conference activities. attend next year (down 3 percent from The Council offered suggestions fo
rtsurvey results compiled after the con- « Similarly, the areas of most valuelast year). changes to some of the social ever
drlusion of this year’s conference,included fellowship opportunities, « 84 percent of those respondingand modifications to the exit survey
ewhich concluded May 8. Total atten-keynote address by the presidenplanned to attend the workshops antbrm to help gather additional helpfu
dance at the conference was 370 (21Workshops and lectures, businesgectures on Monday. feedback from those attending.
elders and 160 elders'wives). Approx-meeting and international reports. Areas of opportunity forimproving ~ Mr. Giese and the Council agree
imately 100 elders and 68 wives e« Of those who completed thethe conference include attractinghat the conference once again th
responded to the survey. survey, 96 percent of the elders andnore elders and wives to participateyear was very positive and succes
« Primary reasons for attending thed1 percent of the wives indicatedcontinuing to improve the fellowship ful.

GCE are fellowship opportunities, thethey were “satisfied” or “very sat- aspects of the weekend and maintain- Don Henson

Education Programs Task Force Established

Clyde Kilough updated the Council develop an outcome-based criteria for » Glen Doig—elder, counselor, Mr. Register is also evaluating sug
cef Elders May 10 on the progress irmeasuring the effectiveness of educaPh.D. candidate in family studies. gestions for new or expanded educ:
f developing a comprehensive plan for théion programs in the future. Members of + John Karlik—deacon, Ph.D., pro-tional programs in a number of areg
uChurch’s education programs. the task force are: fessor and mentor. such as a preschool program, &
ed As part of the update he announced ¢ Andy Burnett—elder, teacher, for- « Kay Schreiber—pastor’s wife, cur- improved teen program and local leac
that Dave Register, director of educatiomer school principal, church pastor.  riculum coordinator Arizona schools.  ership clubs.

programs, has established an Education ¢ Eileen Clark—director of quality « Judy Servidio—pastor's wife, The education programs area i
Programs Task Force, made up of UC@ontrol, excellence evaluator. women'’s education coordinator. developing an overall proposal outlin
members who have professional back- ¢ Scott Delamater—Web designer  Keith Tomes—elementary schooling outcome-based educational prc
ground and experience in public andor youth Web sites. principal, Ph.D. grams that will be presented to th
corporate education programs. * Michelle Delamater—preschool/  « Julie Zutz—director of marketing, Council in August of this year.

Their responsibility will be to help elementary teacher. promotions writer and editor. Don Henson

[©)
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« Models of mentoring. Region. A great deal of interaction The feedback from the group wa
» Working with smaller congrega- took place in the sessions, and we ativerwhelmingly positive, and some
p + Where do we find potential pas-tions. came away with a much better conef the men expressed that it was tt
ddrs? « Working with the present leader-cept of not only the need, but how tdbest conference they've attended i
tit « Working with the younger genera-ship in congregations. go about finding and training future United. At the very least, the confer
tion. « Where do we go from here? elders and pastors. The ladies whence provided an excellent beginnin
» Godly leadership: The heart of a Four of the sessions were conductwere present added excellentinsightbor the series to follow in other
servant. ed by pastors from the Mountainin their comments. regions. un

Denver,” continued from page 1
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GCE: “Service and Leadership—Today, Tomorrow and Beyond”

remember how Jesus'teaching affectedach. Attendance at the Feast was 62Romanian, Russian, Serbian and sooBouthern Africa

“GCE,” continued from page 1

the disciples on the road to Emmausb44 is the average weekly attendancén Swedish.

Bill Jahns, who pastors the congreg

» Geoff and Judy Nelson
« Jonathan and Deborah Pinelli

They said, “Did not our heart burn with- There were 19 baptisms last year and Mr. Kubik also mentioned that hetions in Malawi and in Johannesburg
in us?” (Luke 24:32). It takes a sacrifi-theGood Newsirculation is 20,800, of had been working with Sabbath keepSouth Africa, presented the report ¢
« David and Jolinda Schreiber cial spirit to dig deeper into the Word ofwhich 18,550 are subscribek&brld ers in Ukraine since 1990. AboutSouthern Africa this year.
« David and Sarah Witt God to open the Scriptures to reach thiews and Propheayrculationis 1,998, 10,000 Sabbatarians are in the area In South Africa, there are four church
Mr. Dick then conducted the ballot- heart. which has a major impact on the mail-around Ukraine. He talked about thees with 204 in attendance. In Zambi
ing (see sidebar for “Balloting Results”). ~ Mr. Kilough said every person in theing budget since it comes out everyesettling of a group of Sabbatarianshere are two churches, and attendar

Zeal Revisited

Church is valuable to God. Paul told thenonth. There are also about @8ible
Ephesian elders to “take heed.”We hav8tudy Coursgraduates in Australia.

from a dangerous situation in Tajikistaris 160. In Malawi, there are two churct
to Ukraine in 1997. These people haves with 95 in attendance. In Zimbabw

After the balloting Mr. Dick intro- to be on guard. The ministry faces all The Church in Australia uses volun-adopted the Holy Days (which manyattendance is about 20.

duced Clyde Kilough for the keynote

address, “Zeal Revisited: Service ananore, from flattery to weariness in well-spreading the gosp

Leadership Through the Eyes of Paul.
Mr. Kilough began with the example

the temptations common to man plugeers extensively i

toing. Paul gave warnings with tearsand is using the Web
about external and internal dangers. fjreat deal as wel

Sabbatarians don't).  Mr. Jahns showed photos of the col
He mentioned that gregations with commentary about tr
the LifeNets charity difficulties faced in various areas. Hi
he founded is helping pointed out that Johannesburg has be

he used last year of Christ driving out
the moneychangers in John 2. Christ
zeal for His Father's house had not faq
ed later when He again drove out th|
moneychangers in Mark 11.

Christ loves His temple today, the

with street children called the crime capital of the world. H
and other projects in described the roads in Zambia and wt
Ukraine. He also said a toll they had taken on elder Kamba
there is a lot of inter- Banda’s car. He explained how the go
est in the Church ernment of another country had bee
from the nation of taking farms away from those of anott

Church. Mr. Kilough said he believes Romania. er ethnic group. The brethren in Malav
Christ looks down on the Church toda) had recently suffered a severe droug
and sees a people who are zealous Nigeria especially in the southern part of th

wanting to serve and lead like Him. Thi
year's theme of service and leadersh
was chosen because it reflects th
desire to grow even more in these areg

We have built a foundation of this|
study in previous years, but in additior]
to Christ's example, there are othe|
examples we can examine, such as P4
who said, “Imitate me, just as | also imi-

Mark Mickelson, pastor of the Ken- country. A Church member who is i
newick and Spokane, Washingtonhurse, age 76, was infected with HI\
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, congregationswhile trying to give a shot to someong
reported on the work of the Church irThe brethren in the region have be¢
Nigeria, where he assists senior pastaery thankful for various Good Works
Fred Kellers. Program projects that have helped
Mr. Mickelson explained that the various ways.
northern part of Nigeria is Muslim, Neil and Erline Becker run the office
while the southern part is mainly Chris-n East London, South Africa. There ar
tate Christ.” tian. Violence between those groupd1,740GN subscribers. Also, there ha
Acts 20 gives the powerful story of flared up earlier this year, and Jimbeen an exciting 55 percent increase
Paul addressing the elders in Ephesutakes discernment to guard the flock, t&adly, their webmaster has just conFranks on his recent trip traveled rightionations from readers!
Paul reminded them of his example—be as wise as serpents and harmlessteacted hepatitis. through the area where fighting had Mr. Jahns also mentioned that th
that he had served the Lord with alldoves. occurred. There are over 250 ethnibrethren in South Africa encourage vi¢
humility. It's hard to say you are hum- We all need a heart of sacrifice andEastern Europe groups in Nigeria, and the median age igors to come to the Feast there. Tt
ble without showing vanity, but Mr. giving as Paul displayed. Paul prayed Victor Kubik, Council member and under 19—42 percent are under 15. Theodern infrastructure, pleasant accor
Kilough pointed out that Paul truly hadwith the Ephesian elders before sayingafayette and Terre Haute, Indiana, paschurch in Nigeria will be having a youth modations and natural beauty make it
hard-earned humility. He had gonehis final farewell, then they all wept tor, gave the report on the Church’s worlcamp for the first time this summer.enjoyable place to keep the Feast.
through beatings, stonings, shipwreckireely. in Eastern Europe, an area that habhere are congregations in Lagos, Benin
hunger, as well as his deep care of the We have also had a rugged path thesendergone drastic changes in recer@ity and Owerri. Spanish Region
churches (2 Corinthians 11). Also, hdast 15 years. Mr. Kilough encouraged/ears. These countries have gone from Even police at roadblocks trying to  Leon Walker gave an overview of th
faced athornin the flesh. Paul was prathe elders to follow and lead down thebeing under Communist domination toget his money were generally very posSpanish-speaking areas, which includ
ticing what the boolgood to Greasaid  narrow path that says love, duty, honotbeing free, and some countries havéive about ministers and would ask him43 congregations, plus 23 audio or vide
was a top level of leadership—to havesacrifice. This type of leadership cuteeven become part of the Europeato pray for them. He said he obligedgroups (including one in United States
great ambition for the institution, not for through the fog of sin and temptationUnion. For example, Estoniais the third-praying that they would stop being cor-The Spanish region includes 16 cou
himself. with a zeal that is steady and ingrainedastest growing economy in the world.rupt and taking advantage of other pedties and is served by 20 ministers, 12
Paul's conversion went to his heart, There are 350 million people inthe Eastple! In the Nigerian culture, political whom are employed by the Churct
cut him deeply, moved him. He taughtAustralia ern European area. leaders lord it over the people and husMany of the congregations are larg
with feeling and invested himselfin His  Australian National Council Chair-  Johnnie and Hazel Lambert havebands often lord it over their families. Toones, including Santiago, Chile, whicl
care for the brethren. man Bill Eddington led off the five beeninstrumentalin serving in the Baltideach the leaders to be kind and caring lsas 314 in attendance. There are n
Mr. Kilough said one of the simplestinternational reports scheduled for thigepublics. He is an elder in New York, achallenging. 1,169 members in the Spanish regio
ways to have zeal is to be around thosgear. Each international area is schednodest man who often travels to the area The Church has provided seminars imith an attendance of 2,393—more the
who have zeal. He advised avoidingiled for a presentation every three yearst his own expense and who helps cooNigeria aimost every year. We have alsa 35 percent increase since 1996.
regular contact with zeal killers. An. He gave some demographic factslinate the translation, printing and mail-given a seminar to the Church of Circulation of the SpanisiGood
effective ministry will be one that about Australia, including that 92 per-ing of Church literature in the EstonianGod-Nigeria. Newsis now about 20,000 and will
spreads zeal to those around. cent of the population is Caucasian andnd Russian languages. He has kept theOur brethren in Nigeria face eco-increase to 22,000 next year.
In Acts 20:22 Paul said he was goingy percent Asian, and that there is 10Geast there since 1997. Also most Salmomic hardships and health problems
to Jerusalem “bound in the spirit,” everpercent literacy in the country. Professbath mornings at 6 a.m. he uses Skyp&hen you stand up for the truth in Nige; B I I t R It
though it meant facing further trials. Mr.ing Christians have declined to just 67.4nternet telephone service to reach Estaia, you can be risking your home an allo ESUILS
Kilough encouraged the elders to askpercent of the population, with unspechia at 1 p.m. their time with a Sabbattyour health. One family was denieq  Secretary  Gerald  Seelig
“What am | bound to?” Psalm 118:27ified religions making up 28 percent. service. access to the community well and wa announced Sunday afternoon, May
mentions the sacrifice being bound by Australia is just south of Indonesia, We also have an elder, Henrikas Kloforced to move. Without a source o] 7, thatall three documents had beer
cords to the horns of the altar. We are tone of the largest Muslim nations in thevas, who lives in Lithuania and whogood water, their children becameillanq ratified:
be living sacrifices (Romans 12:1). Paulvorld, and by accepting refugees fromhelps serve the area. required medical care. « The Strategic Plan passed with
considered that he was a drink offeringebel areas of Indonesia, Australia risks A number of volunteers are involved Mini-banks have been establishe( 305 yes to 23 no.
being poured out. The human heart iangering Indonesia. in translating and producing literaturewith donations from the United Statest¢  + The Operation Plan passed 302
restless, so it needs to be bound to God's The United Church of God in Aus-in the various Eastern European lanhelp members start businesses. yes to 26 no.
work. The cords are the vows we madéalia also serves the country of Papuguages. Now thBible Study Course Mr. Mickelson said because the peq  * The budget passed 290 yes|
at baptism, the calling God gave us antlew Guinea, where the median age ibeing printed in the Russian languagele are receptive to religion and Englisl 38 no.
the love for the brethren. only 21.2 years, there are many ethniby Ukrainian Sabbatarians at a signifiis widely spoken, the opportunity to.  The Council members chose
Paul found that there is a joy thatgroups and only 1 to 2 percent haveant savings (30 cents each versus $2.peach the gospel there is wide ope| were announced Monday morning
comes in this sacrificial fulfillment of English as their first language. So theréor laser printing). A number of booklets There are 6,50GN subscribers. Our | May 8:
ministerial duty. He taught the Eph-are many challenges in spreading thare available as well, and these can becently ordained elder there, Dar¢ + Robert Dick
esians the whole counsel of God (Actgospel there. found on the Web at ucg.org/easteurcAkinbo, started a Web site, which—with. < Bill Eddington (international)
« Richard Pinelli
* Richard Thompson

Spanish ministers sing during Sabbath services May 6; Anthony
Wasilkoff gives split sermon (photos by Janet Treadway)

to

=}

20:24, 27). The ministry in Australia is spreadpean/. Literature is available in Estonno advertising—received 800 hits in thg
Mr. Kilough encouraged the elders tathin, covering many congregationsian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, first month.
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They now have a central Web page iincome, it appears, will be above thegations now, but we must be lookingimpressions of our Easter-related keythe administration, which the Counci
the Spanish area that looks like the maifi20.3 million budgeted amount. Heahead for more. We are unabashediwords on Google and Yahoo in April.is continuing to explore.
UCG Web page, but with the words inthanked God and the members for thesaying we are looking for younger menFrom those who clicked on our ads, Mr. Dick said we are a fruit-basec
Spanish. They are in the process of prdaithful support. He said the income hast is a great career, he said. 1,484 becam@&N subscribers. organization. We must promote growtt
ducing local Web pages for differentincreased nicely, especially in the last Mr. Franks also reported on some of Also, there has been a 278 perceritle said he found it exciting to see th
countries, including Feast site informa-couple of months, but we must still conthe changes in Ministerial Services. Héncrease in visits to our gnmagazine.orgrowth in the donor and coworker num
tion, camp information, etc. tinue to manage the finances conservanentioned Dave and Becky Johnson'$Veb site in the last year. bers. Where your money is, your hea
Half of the members in the southerrtively. and Dave and Linda Register's movesto Mr. Eddington said we aim to allo- will be also, so he sees these people mi
area of South America live in Santiago, He explained the background princi-Cincinnati. He discussed working withcate an even greater percentage to Inténg a further commitment in the future.
but how do we serve the scattered menples for the budgeting process. First, prathe senior pastors in three areas of Africaet advertising, while maintaining a So what does it mean that the Coul
bers without a resident pastor? We hawede funding for the operational imper-and with Dave Baker in Asia. He alsostrong print advertising program. Hecil is to govern? James 3:4 uses the tel
alive cybercast of services from Santiaatives of the Church: preaching thementioned the Ministerial Developmentmentioned the growth in the number ofgovernor” (KJV)—the governor’s role
go, and there is also a webcast frongospel and preparing a people. Then livBrogram conferences that will be held ircoworkers and donors, and he asked fan this verse is to steer. The Council is
Mexico. within a balanced budget and addresall U.S. regions, as well as in Canadgprayers that this trend will continue.  steer, to convey the vision. The Counc
Another development is that about He said it's nice to see us being quotwants the president to preside.
100 members have returned to th ed by others. For example, the History Mr. Dick said the challenges for the
Church recently. Mr. Walker told two Channel contacted us to talk to Mariduture include: How to preach the gospe
stories about members who remaine Seiglie about the Exodus. Thetoday. How to retainthe young peoplei
faithful to the truth, but didn’t know any- Caribbean Examination Council want-the Church. How to prepare the ne;
one else was still keeping the Holy Day9 ed to use our material on teen sex andgeneration of leaders. How to care fc
etc. When they found out about United PR firm in New York wanted to provide those employees who have given the
they were very happy. guests to appear @eyond Today lives to the Church and are reachin
Although theGNprint runs have been retirement.
level, there has been a4 percentincreaseAfter Mr. Dick’s address and
in U.S. subscribers. announcements, the meeting we
Because of the strong income, Mediadjourned. In the afternoon and evenir
and Communications was just giverthe elders and wives were able to attel
approval to take out additional advertisa question-and-answer session with tl
ing (print and Internet, including outsideCouncil of Elders and a stress-free, fur
the United States). Mr. Eddington saidilled talent show.
we believe the seeds we are sowing will
bear fruit. Please continue to pray for th€€oncluding Remarks

Tribute to the
Deceased Elders
and Wives

Ken Giese led a tri
ute to 11 elders al
wives, with photos, trib
utes from family and
friends and a printef
brochure. Those remel

Jim Haeffele, Chris Moen, Fred Kellers, Todd Carey, Rick
Beam and Mike Grovak show their talents at the talent show;

who headed the sound crew (photos by Janet Treadway)

bered were Anne Bu i Church’'s media efforts. After the workshops on Monday (se:
chard, Elmer Conley, J 1 long-term  challenges the Philippines, the United Kingdom below), Mr. Dick thanked everyone whc
Ann Dennis, Mildred | and needs. and Latin America. Address From the Chairman contributed to making this GCE a suc
Prettyman, John Robi He said the Church is Mr. Dick rehearsed the themes frontess, including the GCE planning conr
son, Irene Schnippert, Marge Seiversitting on a demographic time bomb. WeAddress From Media and the letters he sent out before the lashittee, chaired by Ken Giese, which he
Onnie Thompson, Harold Treybig, Jackace retirement and health-care costs f@@ommunications Services three Council meetings, addressindpeen working on it much of the year.
Yeager and Vyonne Young. an aging workforce, legacy costs that Peter Eddington thanked mediahe approach and direction of the He talked about the spirit of calm an
have been inadequately planned for. Wemployees and the elders who serve &ouncil. settledness enjoyed at this meeting. t

Address From the President have an aging donor base. And we neegtlitors and writers for Church publica- His Aug. 19, 2005, letter talked aboutrelated the story of a Cherokee eld¢

Mr. Kilough said that God has blessedo replace ministers. He mentioned a higions. He mentioned that his focus in thideginning a unified report from the prestalking to two of his grandchildren. The
us immensely over the years. Theory of periodic instability and crisis in report would be on the use of the Interident, along with his team, rather thargrandfather told them that we all hav
Church s in a stable condition, ready tdhe Church and a history of often maknet in preaching the gospel. The Internendividual reports. Second, the Councitwo wolves fighting inside of us: one o
reach the world. The financial conditioning pleas to members for more moneyis becominghemajor mass media. Pen-asked for written reports in advance, antbve and good, one of hate and bad. T
is encouraging. Ministerial Services ideading some members to wonder whetration has hit an all-time high in thethen used the time during the Councigrandchildren asked, Which wolf will
going through a restructuring that willthe Church can't live within its budget. United States, and 42 percent now havaeetings to ask questions and discussin? The grandfather replied: Which-
bear good fruit. Media is growing. Only this year have we reached théroadband connections! the material. Third, he addressed usingver one you feed.

In the areas that needed to be restrugeal of a minimum of 10 weeks in cash Mr. Eddington gave a number ofthe Operation Plan as a basis for out- Mr. Dick then read Philippians 4:8,
tured, he explained it was best to do iteserves before the Fall Holy Days. ABeyond Todaystatistics showing the comes-based reporting. This year's plareminding the audience to think on thes
now before those areas become a crisistrong foundation has been poured andpid growth of visitors to thBeyond is a step forward, but still more metricsgood things. The verse before it tells t
People have been wearing too manig hardened, Dr. Kirkpatrick said, and weTodayWeb site as well as the number ofire needed in future plans. One of thabout the peace of God that pass
hats, so we have tried to take some offieed to keep people with jackhammerpeople responding to the program (seeutcomes of these steps was to strearanderstanding. He said he hoped ever
Because of the manpower challengeaway from it. He said he recognizes thahe MayUnited Newdor details). He line the Council meetings, lopping off aone would enjoy the peace that was fe
Richard Pinelli was asked to focus ora few million dollars in reserve seemsalso showed several video clips fronday. here throughout the coming year.
training the trainers of future ministerslike a lot. He asked, Could having somé3eyond Today Mr. Dick mentioned that the presi- Mr. Dick called on Dennis Luker,
Because of the importance of educatiomoney in the bank tempt us to be He also mentioned some of the cutdent had asked the Council to tell hinregional pastor and pastor of the Seatt
and the need for coordination to avoid-aodicean and to let down in zeal? Iting-edge methods of getting the meshow they want him to relate to the interAVashington, congregation, to close th
duplication of effort, Dave Register wascould, but shame on us if we do, he saicsage out. For example, so far Google hagational areas. This raised the biggemeeting in prayer.
asked to coordinate that area. The Year-to-Date Cash Flow Reportl6 Beyond Todaprograms posted for question of the roles of the Council and Mike Bennett

Mr. Kilough said our focus in the provided by Dr. Kirkpatrick showed that free, and many searchers are download-
coming year will be on the media areaincome had exceeded expenses higg it from their site. Also, Apple’s
He explained that in United teams hav&742,000 as of May 5. Since the Churcfilunes browser ha8eyond Todapro-
done our best work, and in a multitudehas this year, for the first time, met thegrams available, and users can “su G C E WO rks h 0 ps H e I d M ay 8
of counselors there is safety. So a medi@ouncil-mandated minimum 10 weeksscribe” to receive future programsther¢  On Monday, GCE attendees could participate in three workshops from 1
think tank or steering committee of fourof cash reserves, some of the extra Mr. Eddington mentioned that plans following:
or five people, in addition to Mr. Kilough income will be available to boost theare to make the programs available « Effective Preaching Every Weg
and Peter Eddington, will be formed.work of the Church. international areas as well. We willkee| (Randy Schreiber and Donald Ward
This group will be evaluating where we on putting the program on cable-acce{ ¢ Identifying and Working With
are and asking questions like, Is it workAddress From Ministerial TV as well as the Internet. Future Leaders (Richard Pinelli al
ing? What new ideas can we try? He saiBervices Mr. Eddington also mentioned tha] Lyle Welty).
the names of those to serve on this team Jim Franks reported that there are nowWV didn't kill radio. Actually now there » Equipped for Works of Servig
will be announced a little later. 89 full-time U.S. pastors and 10 othelare more choices than ever. Satelq (Jim Servidio and Dave Myers).

Il

Mr. Kilough reminded everyone thatemployees in the Ministerial Servicesradio, Internet radio and podcasts * Be the Spiritual Leader You We|
we are all here because of the labors @irea. There are 214 congregations in thvee're using all three. Also, we're stilll Meant to Be (Bill Bradford and Do
those who have gone before us, and ddnited States and about 400 congregaising broadcast radio as well. Now 5/ Horchak). - - & hs!
we have a responsibility to those whdions around the world. The average agmillion people are listening to Interne] ¢ Computer/Technology Worksh dy Schreiber leads a workshop
will come after us. of U.S. pastors is 58.3 years. The oldesadio. Also the active podcast audieng (Richard Kennebeck, Ken Treybig, P(%pﬁ(l)to by Peter Eddington)

pastor is age 80, and Gary Black is thes now 3 million, butis expected to reac| Wasilkoff and Dan Dowd)
Address From the Treasurer youngest at age 40. 15 million by 2010. » Women Sharing and Fulffilling Titus 2:3-5 (Jenny Bradford, Dyanne Dick

Tom Kirkpatrick was happy to report ~ Mr. Franks explained that the Church - Mr. Eddington also mentioned the us| Dee Kilough, Marian Sargent and Jane Suckling).
that we are nearing the end of anothgglans to hire more ministers. We havef keyword advertising on the Internel  « Cancer—Healthy Perspectives for an Effective Ministry (Dr. Dan Berent
year of God's blessing, where thefull-time pastors assigned to all congreFor example, there were 6.62 millior, and Dr. Rick Berendt).
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From the Word

Making Sense of World News

m Christians are told to be scene. The last of these, the RomaB) A General Increase in
watching and aware of the Empire, was to experience seven resviolence, Selfishness and
- - urrections after its original appear-Religious Deception

trends takmg place in the ance—the final of which is yet to Remember the words of the apo{
world around us. But with  come (Revelation 17:10). tle Paul to Timothy just before hi
news coming at us 24 The book of Revelation talks aboutmartyrdom:
f this last resurrection of the Roman “But mark this: There will be ter-

hours a daY’ It can seem Empire. The emerging “beast” pow-rible times in the last days. Peopl
overwhelming. How can er will be a powerful political force will be lovers of themselves, lovers
we get a proper handle on  undergirded by a major religiousof money, boastful, proud, abusive

world news from a organization headed by a miracledisobedient to their parents, ungratq
A . P working false prophet—combined toful, unholy, without love [or ‘natural
biblical point of view? produce the most dangerous, overaffection,’ KJV], unforgiving, slan-

arching dictatorship that mankindderous, without self-control, brutal,
will ever experience. “All the world not lovers of the good, treacherou
marveled and followed the beast’rash, conceited, lovers of pleasur|

As the weeks and months roll by,(Revelation 13:3). The true people ofmore than lovers of God—having 4
a few surprises emerge in the newsGod will be in mortal danger (readform of godliness, but denying itg
as well as what we generally expecterse 7 for yourself). power. Have nothing to do with
to happen. For more on this, read or rereadhem” (2 Timothy 3:1-5, NIV).

by John Ross Schroeder

Actually, knowing what to expect our publicationThe Book of Revela-  This is a devastating indictment o

is an important key in filtering tion Unveiled. humanity’s modern-day conduct. It's

through the flood of news and in hard not to notice a marked prolifer]
understanding the significance of2) The Prophesied ation of these trends in our worlg B
individual occurrences that over timeDecline of the Modern today. They punctuate our dail &
can and do become overall trends iEnglish-Speaking Nations  newspapers. £
H

the news. A missing dimension in the proper
To know what to look for is essen-understanding of biblical prophecy4) Jesus’ Olivet Prophecy

tial if we are going to obtain the mosthas been a general lack of knowledge The Olivet Prophecy is related inoccupation of the Holy Land (versethe Palestine conflict find it expedi-

from our reading and viewing— of the identity of the modern descenthe three synoptic Gospels (Matthew41). ent to propose eliminating [Israel]

whether by newspapers, magazineslants of Israel, and particularly of the24, Mark 13, Luke 21). This prophe- The events of Armageddon and the . . Iran’s president and chief holo:

radio, television or the Internet. patriarch Joseph. Careful biblical ancty of Jesus Christ is dual in naturesecond coming of Christ will soon caust denier, has become a leadir

In the midst of all these themes that will characterize the end time, and covers events from the sackindollow. Our booklefThe Middle East exponent of this familiar ruse . . .

dth f bering th d f God" of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 to the secdn Bible Prophecyexplains in detail. What is more depressing is the ris
we need the encouragement of remembering the good news of God's g coming of Christ—emphasizing of a similar atavistic strain of Israel-

coming Kingdom—the solution to all these problems. This wondrous  end-time events just before Jesuss) Isaac/Jacob vs. destroying rhetoric among the Pales

knowledge helps us to lead the balanced, abundant life that Jesus return to earth. It specifically men-Ishmael/Esau tinians themselves.”

promised (John 10:10). tions wars, rumors of wars, famine, More specifically, the age-old hos-  Ultimately, the rescue of the statt
disease epidemics and religiougility between the descendants of thef Israel and her English-speaking

Major Themes From the historical research shows that thesdeception. patriarchs of Genesis still manifestdrothers will only come from the

Bible consist of the United States, Britain, The chronology of events initself in the general Arab hatred forreturning Messiah Himself!

World events should be seen an€Canada, Australia, New Zealand andatthew 24 dovetails especially wellthe state of Israel and the desire of
understood in the light of Bible prophe-South Africa. (See our bookl@he with those in the seals (the foursome Islamic fundamentalists to7) The Gospel of the

cy, of course (Ezekiel 3:17; 33:7; MarkUnited States and Britain in Bible horsemen) of Revelation 6. destroy the United States, Britain andKingdom

13:33-37; Luke 21:34-36). Between aProphecy) Israel. This theme is especially sig- In the midst of all these theme:
fourth and a third of the Scriptures con- After World War Il we witnessed 5) Prophesied Unrest in nificant because Islamic countriesthat will characterize the end time
sists of predictive prophecy. the rapid decline of the British the Middle East particularly in the Middle East, havewe need the encouragement ¢

Over the last 60 years or so theEmpire as nation after nation in The historic prophecy of Daniel 11grown in power due to Westernremembering the good news o
Church of God has emphasized sevAfrica and Asia gained or was givenis of particular significance. It cov- dependence on oil. The map of IslanGod’s coming Kingdom—the solu-
eral major themes with which weindependence, beginning with Indiaers a period all the way from the timein today’s world is rather frightening. tion to all these problems. This won
should all be very familiar. They and Pakistan in 1947. Now the Unit-of Daniel in the sixth century B.C.to  Recent news reports merely condrous knowledge helps us to lead t
serve as good general guidelines aneld States, as the world’s only reathe return of Jesus Christ. At the endirm what we already knew. Takéhe balanced, abundant life that Jest
undergird our understanding of thesuperpower, is beginning to come tdime the king of the South will push Economisaiccount of April 22 as an promised (John 10:10). It would be
news—helping us to evaluate worldterms with its limitations in influ- against the king of the North (Danielexample: “Every so often unpopulargood to regularly reread our bookle
events with some of the wisdom thaencing world politics. 11:40), leading to the invasion andMuslim regimes on the periphery of The Gospel of the Kingdonun
comes from God. The Church serves Atthe end time the English-speakin
as our Creator's modern watchmennations are prophesied to continug i

Itis not a responsibility that mem-their descent into sin with massive To Better Understand the News: Some Resources
bers of God's Church can ignore owiolations of the Ten Commandmentg
neglect. So what trends should we balong with their historical rejection of |~ The publicatiorYou Can Understand Bible Prophemybraces the whole panorama of time from the creatic

watching? the seventh-day Sabbath and God/| on through Christ's millennial reign and the Great White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20) and on beypn
annual Holy Days. Many of these| limitless eternity.

1) The Rise of a countries have been in serious spirif  If you do not have copies of the free booklets mentioned in this article, please ask for them in print ar

European-Centered tual decline, especially in the last half load them from our Web site at www.ucg.org/booklets. They provide essential background information in u

Superpower century. standing important world news and trends.

Several chapters in both Daniel Inthe lastfewyears Americainpar-  For more timely information, be sure to read our free newslateld News and Prophecis the name indiy
and Revelation provide the primaryticular has been reaping some of th( cates, it analyzes world news and trends in the light of Bible prophecy.
source material, which we putcurses promised to those Israelitisf  Finally, if you are not doing so already, skim through our compilation of world news items
together with what we understandnations that consistently refuse to obe] www.ucg.org/worldnews. Every week we sift through many news sources and post summaries of and links
from secular history. In broad histor-their Creator—after long experiencing| most significant items, most of which tie into the major prophetic trends listed above. Significantly, many i
ical outline God's revelation to themany of the blessings promised tg most of these news items receive little coverage in the mainstream media, so this may be the only place
prophet Daniel disclosed the identi-Abraham for his obedience (seq read about them. A glance at any week’s articles shows that events are inexorably marching forward |in
ty of four major empires on the world Deuteronomy 28 and Leviticus 26). | dance with Bible prophecy!
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Good Sex, Bad Sex

m Satan hates everythlng tiply” (Genesis 1:28). God is in the awe-warns against extramarital sex (aduleast into hell [Greekgehenn#
about God, inc|uding His some process of greatly expanding Hitery), premarital sex (fornication), (verse 29). )
plan for our sexuality God's family! And children are a great blessinghomosexuality, incest, bestiality, pros- Then Jesus practically repeat
e (Psalm 127 and 128). titution, sexual worship, gender confu-Himself, using a slightly differen
Word teaches how to achieve Especially precious in God's sight aresion (cross-dressing) and sex during example, to put maximum emph
sexual fulfillment as well as “godly offspring”—children who are woman's period. sis on this principle. “And if yourfs St
how to avoid sexual “holy” because their parents are holy The Tenth Commandment is closelyright hand causes you to sin, cut
. (Malachi 2:15; 1 Corinthians 7:14).  related to the Seventh. “You shall nobff and cast it from you” (verse 30 e
disasters. covet [lust for] your neighbor's véf. .. It should be obvious that eyt
Bad Sex or anything that is your neighbor’s” and hands are not the causes of
Any sexual relations or activities out-(Deuteronomy 5:21). This shows thatlesus meant that we should 7~ — > -
side of marriage are bad. They are sinfudbeying God with our minds and heartsvhatever it takes, no matter hoﬁgrs r;zz;;zcg‘w?em Joseph fleeing
All of God's creatures are designecand evil as they break God's laws; adulis as important as obeying God with oudrastic, no matter how great the sa.-
with exquisite perfection! There are naterate or pollute the sanctity of marriageactions. rifice, to keep from sinning. We shouldWhen one correctly thinks of sexue
flaws. Everything works perfectly. do much harm physically, mentally, This is partly because thoughts leadet away from temptations or get thentercourse as being the whole proce
“Then God saw everything that He hacemotionally and spiritually; and blas-to actions—sinful thoughts lead to sintemptations away from us as quickly afinitial intimacy and arousal all the wa
made, and indeed it was very good’pheme the profound portrayal of theful actions. When one allows lust in hispossible. It is foolish and dangerous fothrough to the climax and after-play, i
(Genesis 1:31). marriage of Jesus Christ with the Churcimind, he is tempted to take further stepsne to stay near a temptation trusting ibecomes clear that engaging in any p.
However, only we humans were(1 Corinthians 6:9-18; Ephesians 5:25to pursue that lust. his own fragile strength to resist itof it outside marriage is contrary tc
blessed to be made in the image of Go83; Revelation 19:7-9). But that is not the only reason. Gochecause “the flesh is weak” (MatthewGod's will. Oral sex and all alternative:
(Genesis 1:26). The human body and Those who want to discredit the Biblelooks on the heart and He wants us t26:41). to vaginal intercourse are likewise for
mind, including the human spirit, areaccuse God of being repressive, ascetibave a heart like His (1 Samuel 16:7; God makes it absolutely clear that Hévidden outside of marriage.
incredibly awesome. “I will praise You, antipleasure and antisex. This couldn'Deuteronomy 5:29). He wants us tcexpects His people to flee from tempta- Much of what has been called necl
for | am fearfully and wonderfully be further from the truth! God is the Onevage spiritual warfare against wrongtions. “Flee sexual immorality” (1 ing, petting, making out, fooling around
made” (Psalm 139:14). who designed us, made us sexual artioughts to bring “every thought into Corinthians 6:18). “O man of God, fleeetc., was meant by God to be the ini
The second thing God said abouinstructed married couples to “becomeaptivity to the obedience of Christ” (2these things [love of money and othemacy, stimulation, wooing and forepla)
humans was that they would haveone flesh” The Song of Solomon Corinthians 10:4-5). God says one purtemptations]” (1 Timothy 6:11). “Flee that would be special and sacred for
dominion “over all the earth” (Genesisdescribes ideal married love, which igpose of the New Covenantis to “put Myalso youthful lusts” (2 Timothy 2:22).  husband and wife because they had n
1:26). In other words, everything else orsensual and sacred, passionate and pugys in their mind and write them on  This includes not “hanging out” with er been shared with anyone else.
earth was made for our use and enjoy- Just think, God carefully designedtheir hearts” (Hebrews 8:10). people who are of weak character and You can read in Ezekiel 23 about ho
ment! every detail of our bodies and minds, Jesus Christ made it clear in the Serre potentially bad influences. The BibleGod is dismayed and disgusted with tt
Significantly, the third mentioned fea- including our sexual organs, hormonesmnon on the Mount (Matthew 5 throughfrequently warns about this danger. Seinmorality of His people, characterize
ture of humans is their sexuality—theiretc. The sexual organs of animals areé) that we must obey God in the spirit ofProverbs 2:16; 4:14-19; 5:1-23; 6:23-35py women whose “breasts were fondle
maleness and femaleness (Genesikesigned only for reproduction, wherethe law as well as the letter of the law. 7:1-27; 9:13-18; 13:20; 14:7; Romansand their virgin bosoms caressed” (ver:
1:27). The world is a much better andas those of humans are intended also for He said, “You have heard that it wasl6:17; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 15:33; 13, NIV).
more interesting place with two com-pleasure—even when conception is nataid to those of old, “You shall not com-Peter 4:4; and Revelation 2:14, 20. If you are single, please protect unt
plementary sexe¥/ive le difference!”  possible. Our unique biology and anatomit adultery. But | say to you thatwho-  Proverbs is a book of wisdom, andmarriage what is of incredible value—
“And the Lorp God said, ‘It is not my demonstrate God'’s wonderful loveever looks at a woman to lust for her hagotice that the first several chapters argour virginity. “Virgin” is a beautiful
good that man should be alone; | willfor us. already committed adultery with her inlargely devoted to warning people toword. We speak of virgin forests, virgir
make him a helper comparable to him”  Physical bodies are not the least bihis heart” (Matthew 5:27-28). stay away from those who are provocaland and virgin wool. It means unuset
(Genesis 2:18). God was primarily referevil, and sex in marriage should not Think carefully about this. This is ative and seductive. unspoiled, uncut, unplowed, uncorrup
ring to His plan for marriage—the unionseem shameful. When the Bible speakard saying,” especially for us men, but - Likewise, we must do our best to neved, innocent or spotless. “Don't excit
of one man to one woman. of “sins of the flesh” (Colossians 2:11),Jesus meant what He said—literallyer be a bad influence, to never be ve, don't stir it up, until the time is
“Therefore a man shall leave histhe word translated “flesh” does notJust because practically “everyone isstumbling block”to someone, to neverripe—and you're ready [you are mat
father and mother and be joined to hisnean the human body—it means sinfutloing it” is no excuse. The immodestcause “one of these little ones whaied]” (Song of Solomon 2:7, MSG).
wife, and they shall become one fleshhuman nature (compare the New Interdress and actions of people in this highbelieve in Me to sin . . . woe to that man  If a person has already lost his or h
(Genesis 2:24). Thus God intended fonational Version translation). ly sexualized society makes it tough, bufor woman] by whom the offence virginity before marriage, the persol
them to form a separate household with Proverbs 5:18-19 illustrates the purithat is no excuse either. Jesus was deadmes” (1 Corinthians 8:9; Matthewshould dedicate himself or herself to
their primary loyalty to each other.  ty, beauty and sensuality of marital loveserious. In fact, it is a matter of life and18:6-7). life of what has been called “seconda
“Let your fountain be blessed, anddeath, because the penalty of sinis deathThose who are called by God tovirginity.” That means one deeply
Good Sex rejoice with the wife of your youth. As ain the lake of fire. become part of His Church should haveepents, is forgiven by God, abstair
“One flesh” means a powerful andloving deer and a graceful doe, let her This means more than the technicahe highest standards for choosing confrom sex from then until marriage ani
permanent partnership that would dravibreasts satisfy you at all times; andvording. It of course means that when @anions (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). Weprays for God to “create in me a clez
them into ever-closer intimacy physi-always be enraptured [captivated, exhilwoman lusts for a man, she is commitshould only consider marriage withheart, O God!” (Psalm 51:10). God wil
cally, mentally and spiritually. God arated, intoxicated] with her love.” ting adultery as well. The Bible oftensomeone with whom we are highlymercifully respond with gradual healing
clearly meant for it to include regular  But notice the strong warning beforestates the most common example to regompatible. “Can two walk togetherand cleansing of the mind and heart.
sexual relations to foster that intimacyand after this scripture to only “drink resent the general principle. unless they are agreed?” (Amos 3:3).  The Churchis to be a “chaste virgint
(1 Corinthians 6:16-20; 7:2-4). That iswater from your own cistern™—get sex- It also means that all mental lustingis  And God's Word makes it clear that if Christ” awaiting His coming and “the
good sex, even godly sex—God's preual satisfaction only from your spousesin, even when not looking at a womanone is called to be in God's Church (“inmarriage of the Lamb” to His Bride (2
cious gift to be shared exclusively by(verse 15 and the rest of chapter 5).  AtleastinWestern society, there is mor¢he Lord"), he or she can only choose te€orinthians 11:2; Revelation 19:7).
husbands and wives. We also see the contrast between godlssting over pictures, images on ascreemarry someone ‘“in the Lord” (1 May we be deeply inspired to follon
What Paul said in 1 Corinthians 6:20y sex and immoral sex in Hebrews 13:4and/or fantasies and imaginations tha@orinthians 7:39). that pattern of loyalty, patience and pur
about “glorify God in your body and in “Marriage is honorable among all, andwhile looking directly at women. This  The things God created with thety. Thenwhen one relies on God to be t
your spirit” has many applications. the bed undefiled; but fornicators anchas been Satan's world for thousands @freatest power and potential for gooar her Matchmaker and ultimately get
However, the context shows Paul wasdulterers God will judge.” The Greekyears, but now modern technologyalso have the greatest potential for eviimarried, he or she can experience the f
specifically referring to glorifying God word translated “bed” isoitus—which  makes many more opportunities for sinOne of those is our sexuality. Anjoy of God's blessings without any
by abstaining from sex before marriagés now also an English word meaning~or example, the vilest pornography camxtremely important part of our characshame or mental and emotional sca

ananns clinart fam

@20NA

by Don Hooser

and then enjoying it to the full within sexual intercourse. easily be brought into one’s home via théer is how we rule over our sexuality. Such a person can truly say, “l am m

marriage. Internet. Immoral sex has always been one dfeloved’s, and my beloved is mine
God instituted marriage, but let's alsoGod’s Laws Are Good for Us the greatest temptations down througkSong of Solomon 6:3).

remember that a desire to marry should “God s love” (1 John 4:8). Out of love Flee Temptations! history, even for members of God's In the next issue, a second article

be much less important than to “seeffor us, He gave us His perfect laws—to Jesus wenton to say more. In His nexthurch and their children. Practicallyplanned that will primarily be for mer
first the kingdom of God” (Matthew keep us from harm and to bring us maxtwo shocking statements, He is referringgvery book in the New Testament warnand teenage boys. In the following issu
6:33). The apostle Paul in 1 Corinthiangmum blessings. back to what He just said about not comabout the great danger of sexual temptan article is planned that will primarily
7 even explains some strong advantagesAll types of sexual sins are prohibit-mitting adultery in your heart. “If your tion! Speaking of children, parents—be for women and teenage girls.
in remaining single. ed by the Seventh Commandmentright eye causes you to sin, pluck it ouplease teach and prepare your children Be sure to read our wonderful ne\
When God ordained marriage, His‘You shall not commit adultery” (Exo- and cast it from you; for it is more prof-well! booklet, Marriage and Family: The
plan was for most married couples talus 20:14). To protect the blessednesgble for you that one of your members Remaining morally pure means muchMissing Dimensiorfpr more on all the
have children—to “be fruitful and mul- of marriage, the Bible specifically perish, than for your whole body to bemore than just not “going all the way.” points in this articlelun
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Maintain Your True Course Through Meditation

by Arthur Morris called “deviation,” which is the deflect- tor calls thesalter headingsPeriodic back Your servant also from presumpwould not have had to come and corre
ing of the compass due to magnetieneditation helps us determine our tru¢uous sins; let them not have dominiorhis path.

Ever since | was a navigator and ainfluences within the aircraft itself. position and enables us to stay on courserer me. Then | shall be blameless, and Meditation on God’s laws of love,
aircraft performance engineer in theThese factors are known, and the navio the Kingdom. We pause and look at shall be innocent of great with the needed course correction:
U.S. Air Force and a few years lateigator can compensate for them. where we are spiritually versus wherdransgression.” The ne, is the way to constantly stay or
came into God'’s true Church, | have The unknown factor is the wind thatwe should be and then correct ouwerse of this beautiful course to the Kingdom. Paul tell¢
been intrigued by the physical analogywill be encountered, which is seldomcourse to head directly toward thePsalm shows that Timothy to do this: “Let no one
of both those endeavors to the spirituatonstant throughout the mission, andingdom. these thoughts despise your youth, but be ai
calling God has given to His people. may vary up to 360 degrees along the We have the knowledge, the tools andriginated  in example to the believers in

Each flight we flew was called a mis-course. The navigator has to take a fithe power (the Holy Spirit) to make ittoDavid’s medi- word, in conduct, in love, in
sion; and, today, we are constantlyevery so many minutes to find his trueour destination, the Kingdom of God,tation and his spirit, in faith, in purity . . .
reminded of the mission of the Churchposition. but we don't know how much, or how desire to be ol Meditate on these things;
We even have a mission statement. ~ The Bible is our magnetic compasssubtly, we are being blown off coursehis true course. give yourself entirely to

A navigator's job is to guide the air-and the different translations and BibleNow is a good time to begin the habit of In Psalm 63:5- them, that your progress
craft to its destination in spite of all thehelps each have their variations andheditating often to stay on our course t8 David said: “My may be evident to all.
obstacles along the way. And the aircraftieviations requiring correction. Forthe Kingdom. soul shall be satisfied a- Take heed to yourself
performance engineer’s job is to be surexample, the Scofield Reference Bible The authors of the Psalms spealith marrow and to the doctrine. Contin-
all systems function in the most efficientis a good study Bible, but Scofield often of meditation. “Blessed is the marand  fat- ue in them, for in doing this you
way to be sure the plane has sufficierttelieves in the “Rapture Theory,”whichwho walks not in the counsel of theness, will save both yourself and
fuel and power to reach the destinatiorcan be easily disproved. We need to takengodly, nor stands in the path of sin- those who hear you” (1 Timo-
Being in the Strategic Air Command,note of these types of variations or theyers nor sits in the seat of the scornfu thy 4:12, 15-16).
our mission was to be ever poised andiill throw us off course. But his delight is in the law of thekp,
ready to fight against an “evil empire” So let's say you have prepared t@and in His law he meditates day a
threatening to overtake the world. I'membark on the spiritual flight to God's night” (Psalm 1:1-2).
sure these terms have a familiar ring t&ingdom. You have plotted your true  Notice that throughout the Bible a
anyone in God’s Church today. course from wherever you are now taChristian’s life is referred to as a “walk”

God's Kingdom. You have adjustedor a “journey” led by God. A Christian
Navigating the Course your magnetic compass so that it pointalso meditates day and night, not jus

To illustrate this analogy, let's con- to true north. You have asked for the fulbccasionally during the year, show
sider the work of the aircraft navigatorpower of the Holy Spirit received ating that we should meditate ofte’ §ff
For a mission he takes the map, callelaptism, you have lifted off and are on The reward for staying oi
an aeronautical chart, and draws a lingour way to God's Kingdom. course is a prosperous and abt
on it from the point of departure to the Now, because the wind, or in ourdantlife, especially spiritually: “He remember You on my one star, the Bright and Morning Sté
destination. This line is called the truecase, “the prince of the power of the air'shall be like a tree planted by the bed, | meditate on You “l, Jesus, have sent My angel to testi
course. Itis the course he wants the aifEphesians 2:2), is doing all he can teivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in the night watches . . . toyouthese things in the churches. | a
craft to follow, but there are severalblow you off course, how can you bein its season; whose leaf also shall ndily soul follows close behind You; Your the Root and the Offspring of David, the
obstacles that he will invariably have tasure you stay on your true course? (Iwither; and whatever he does shall progight hand upholds me.” Notice he fol-Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation
deal with to keep the aircraft on coursel1995 he succeeded in blowing many ofper” (Psalm 1:3) . lows God very closely through medita-22:16).

Al his calculations are based on truecourse by enticing them to forsake InPsalm 5:1, David's prayer for guid- tion. This Star is forever fixed in the uni-
north, but his magnetic compass doe&od's laws.) ance begins: “Give ear to my words, O David stayed on course through medverse. We need to continually ask ou
not point to true north. Two factors Loro, consider my meditation,” and in itation much of his life, but when he did- selves, “How does my life compare tc
throw it off as much as 8 degrees. Ondleditating to Find Our True verse 8 he says: “Lead me, OAp, in  n't make course corrections, the “princethis Star? Am | on track, or do | neet
is called “variation,” which changes Position Your righteousness because of my enef the power of the air” was able to blowto make a course correction, an alt¢
with the magnetic fields in each geo- The way true Christians stay onmies; make Your way straight before myhim way off course, as in the time heheading?” Frequent meditation help
graphical location. Lines are plotted orcourse is to take a spiritual fix to deterface.” numbered Israel or in the affair withus stay on a true course to God'’s King
the chart showing the degrees plus amine their position often and then to In Psalm 19:12-13 David asks GodBathsheba. Had he meditated regularlgiom. un
minus that must be adjusted on the magrake any course corrections necessafywho can understand his errorshrough these times, he would not have Art Morris is an elder in the Mans-
netic compass. The second thing i$0 get back on true course. The navigaEleanse me from secret faults. Keepnade these mistakes and the prophééld, Ohio, congregation.

Who Made Paul Cry?

by Robert Berendt Bible tells us that Paul was reduced ton by Satan to destroy the Church. Paul had learned the hard way thatat they might be “castaways” (:
tears on more than one occasion. Here In his letter to the Ephesians, PaulGod’s way is the only way and God'sCorinthians 9:27, KJV). He knew tha
There is a saying about seriouss a man’s man who cried and yet whdound many things to remind and warrpromises have no equal or parallel. Hence the blood of Jesus had been st
things that “could make a grown maniost none of his manliness. the people about. He detailed the kinthad suffered physical loss and abusfor a person, that person had to go fc
cry." That comment is sometimes made Who was responsible, and whabf sin that would keep them out of thein order to preach the word of truthward. His or her eternal life would bt
in jest, because grown men seldom crynade Paul cry? Kingdom of God. and hope to them. He spent his yearst stake if he or she failed (Hebrew
It is not manly, as | was taught as a lit- He knew the background of those hénstilling the hope for the Kingdom of 6:4-6).
tle boy. Served With Many Tears served and worried about them slippingsod and eternal life in all people— Paul was not able to make decisiol
Paul was a very strong man. He sur- Acts 20:17-31 describes the workback to the darkness from where theyew and Gentile alike. Paul must havéor them, and he was not always ab
vived the arenas of the Roman Empir@aul was doing in Ephesus and otherame. felt that his work was for nothing to be there. He was forced to stand |
when he was thrown to the wild ani-cities. He had come to Asia and served sometimes. and watch how they responded.
mals (1 Corinthians 15:32). He sucwith “many tears.” Those tears were noCrying for the Converted We can also read the story of Jes
cessfully fought those animals, itfor himself—they were for the people Those responsible for Paul's tearsGenuine Love who wept as He approache
seems. Paul also was beaten more timbe was serving. He was so deeply corthen, were the converted members of Paul explained to the CorinthiansJerusalem (Luke 19:41-44). He we}
than he could count (although he dicterned about their well-being that hehe congregations he served. As timéhat he wrote with many tears thabecause He knew that they had reje:
count the times—2 Corinthians 11:23was emotionally involved. passed he began to feel like a father tiney would know the genuine love heed Him, and He could foresee th
25) and took those beatings “like a Inverse 31 he speaks of the warninghem, and a genuine love and concerhad for them. His intention was not towarfare and devastation that was
man.” he had given. That warning describedhad grown. Paul writes about his heartmake them grieve (2 Corinthians 2:1.come to the city, the pain and suffe
He also faced raging crowds whodangers the members of the Churcfelt bond as he addresses the membet$, but he was looking for spiritual ing that was not necessary.
were shouting for his death and pickwould face. He wrote about “savageof the church in Galatia as “my little growth in them and thus was suffering Those are the reasons the strong
ing up stones that they then used to trwolves” that would come in and notchildren” (Galatians 4:19). the deepest inner grief and anguisimen weep. It is not for themselves
to put him to death. When they left him spare the flock. Paul would have liked Parents (who see the potentials odver his inability to come to them andand it is not caused by suffering ¢
he was considered dead. to be there with the Ephesians to fightheir children and want only good forhelp solve the ongoing problems.  weakness. It is for others that thes
A person is hard pressed to find aff these attacks. The savage wolvethem) are reduced to tears by children Those who made Paul cry weremen weep. Paul wept for the sake
more heroic, strong-minded, deathwere not animals as he had fought invho reject every good gift that isthose whom he loved and for whonthose he loved and who loved hin
defying hero than Paul—and yet thehe arena—they were humans pusheaffered. he had given up everything. He fearedhat's who made him cryun

Celestial Navigation
Navigators often determine theil
true position by celestial naviga:
tion, because the stars are fixed i
their position in the sky. They take ¢
reading on two or three stars using a s¢
tant, and where the resulting lines cro;
and mymouth on the chartis their true position. ¢
shall praise You Indetermining our true spiritual posg
with joyful lips. When | tion, we need to take a reading on or
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Raising Kids in the Internet Age

by Teddi Treybig « Talking on the phone for hours withare striving to live godly lives—but that] do.com/kimskidscontract.html,
your best friend has blossomed intaloesn't mean they aren't exposed to (al www.wiredsafety.org, www.isafe.org

“Kids will be kids.” IMing, chat rooms, MySpace accountsnfluenced by) the society around the and www.mindoh.com.
“Every generation has had to deahnd daily blogs, in addition to instant The instruction that God gave to pal Another informative resource for par:

with negative peer pressure.” audio and visual access to your friendents thousands of years ago (Deuterg
“I remember what it was like being avia cell phones. In addition to concern®my 6:4-9) still applies to us today.
teen. Kids have always pushed at thebout the content of this constant comBinding God's words on our hands
rules. It's not so different today. What'smunication, some of these new methodkeeping them as frontlets between o
the big deal?” can open naive children to new dangermsyes and writing them on our doorpos
from identity thieves and sexual predais more vital than ever.

Reality Check tors. It is naive to think that our children q.
Sound familiar? As parents and < Begging your dad to let you play will somehowabsorbwhat we value It also includes helpful suggestiory
grandparents, is thi the latest rock hit on the and believe just by living in our homes# and 38 pages of resources coverit
how we think? If so, family phonograph is We must help our children see the worldiia the Internet and our TVs. Banner adsverything from Internet filters to where
then it's time for a archaic in this world of they live in through God's eyes. Offor cyberporn and online gambling areto get values-based movie review
2006 real-world reali iPods and PCs. The latestcourse, this presumes that we have lajdst a click away. (www.pluggedinonline.com) to hun-
ty check. Today it's movies, videos, songs anda foundation of love and trust with our Some parents find it helpful to drawdreds of other groups, counselors ar
like the temptations o games are available 24/7children where they feel comfortableup an Internet contract detailing guide\Web sites that can help parents as th
the past are o via the Internet, cable TV talking with us about what ieally lines for the privilege of using the encounter new challenges as their ch

ents who are fighting the culture wa
battle isHome Invasion: Protecting Your
Family in a Culture That's Gone Stark
Raving Madby Rebecca Hagelirt
(2005). This 288-page book detaif
numerous ways that society around
does invade our homes.

steroids. and cell phones. And the going on in their lives. home’s computer online. Many childrendren navigate their way to adulthood.
 Schoolyard bul- violence and sexual con- are familiar with this concept since they  As parents, we mustn't abdicate ot
lies have migrated tg tent has increased expo-Navigating the Internet have to sign such a contract in order teole as our children’s primary teacher
the Internet wherg nentially. Responsibly use the computers at school. Childreregarding godly, moral values. Got
anonymity has fueled « Everyimaginablesin  Are you teaching your children howand parents sign the contract after disommands us to teach our children-
even more vicious and perversion makes itsto navigate the Internet in a responsibleussing the terms and conditions. His children—from His tree of life.

attacks  with way onto the Internet, setway? The book of Proverbs warns Sample contracts, plus other help- If we don't, how can we expect then
chance of being iden- to snare new generationsyoung men to avoid the enticements oful tips for parents regarding how toto battle the negative influences from th
tified and held accountable for theirinto accelerating spirals of sin. immoral women on the street cornersafeguard their kids on the Internetiree of the knowledge of good and ev
painful defamation campaigns. We have great kids in the Church whdloday, the street corner is in our homemay be found at sites like koman-that entice them from every sideR
] Why is justification SO Confusion About Christ more strongly, who triumphedthe gentiles in the Church who were alsour sins and be baptized. At this poir
i ; e cinht? Justification over sin, death, and the world; as long agroud of their newfound knowledge andwve are forgiven by God's grace (fre
important in God's sight? T . i i vorl U h > .
e a0 There are so many different view-we live here, we must sin.” Also, they spiritual gifts and felt that God wasunmerited pardon) and are consider
How can we be justified? points about what is justification in criticize him for saying: “If adultery” somehow indebted to them to rewardighteous before God.
by Ken Murra God's sight. could be committed in faith, it would not them with salvation: “What do you have  Thirdly, we continue to remain right-
Y Y The Catholic viewpoint was formu- be a sin” (“Justification,Catholic Ency-  that you did not receive? Now if you dideous in God’s sight when vievingly
lated at the Council of Trent (A.D. clopedig. indeed receive it, why do you boast as ibbeyand live by His laws and don't prac:
Countless books and theologicall547), primarily to counter Martin  Of course, Martin Luther was alsoyou had not received it?” (1 Corinthianstice sin any more, having left the falsi
papers have been written on the subjetuther’s and other Protestants’divergentritical of Catholic ideas regarding jus-4:7). ways of the world behind (1 John 3:3-4
of justification. points of view about justification being tification and works: Paul answered the extremism of botWe continue the process of becomin
What does it really mean? Why is jus-‘grace versus works": “How they mislead people with their camps when he said: “Who has knowronverted to the mind and conduct ¢
tification so important to God? How can  “If anyone says that justifying faith is good works! They call good works whatthe mind of the Lord? Or who has beerChrist (Philippians 2:5).
we become justified? nothing else than confidence in divineGod has not commanded, as pilgrimHis counselor®ho has ever given to  The apostle James clarified this poir
mercy . .., which remits sins for Christ's ages, fasting, building and decoratingsod, that God should repay him?” by saying: “You see then that a man
What Is Justification? sake, or that it is this confidence alonéheir churches in honor of the saints, sayfRomans  11:34-35, NIV, emphasisjustified [considered righteous] by
The worddustification, justify, justi- that justifies us, let him be anathema’ing mass, paying for vigils, praying with added). works, and not by faith only” (James
fiedandjustare found numerous times(Canon 12, Council of Trent). rosaries, much prattiing and bawling in  Itis a common fault of us as mankind2:24). Once we set our course God
in both the Old and New Testaments. Catholics believe that it is not only churches, turning nun, monk, priestto think that by the good things we doway, by faith in Him and by repentanct
Both the Hebrewsadagand the Greek faith in God that justifies a person, butitusing  special food, raiment orGod owes us salvation. from our sins, we are to follow Him anc
dikaiosisrefer to justification, meaning entails works too. They believe in obey-dwelling—who can enumerate all the live by His laws and right way of life,
“made righteous.” ing their version of the commandmentshorrible abominations and deceptionsHow Can We Become not our own customs and religious ce
Justification means to be made rightparticipating in sacraments, going toThis is the pope’s government and holidustified in God’s Sight? emonies.
eous in God's sight. church, doing penance, giving almspess” (Sermons of Martin Luther, It is important to understand that If we slip, we should exercise faith

Righteousness is being like God andeciting prayers and so on, to merit salwww.trinitylutheranms.org/Martin- we don't earn righteousness by selfand repentance immediately and follo
having the same character as our holyation. The Catholic Church teaches thdtuther/MLSermons/Mathew21Con- righteously keeping God's laws andGod’s laws.

righteous God. faith is important; but it also insists oncerningGoodWorks.html). then claiming that we are righteous Each year when we perform the
Why is justification so important in the necessity of good works to merit before God. foot washing, and partake of the
God's sight? eternal life. Paul Dealt With the Paul explained that we need to undemrnleavened bread and the wine durir
Paul encouraged us to understand the Most Protestants have a differentConfusion stand “that a man is not justified [orthe Passover, it is an annual remind:

importance of being justified or madeviewpoint and base their beliefs upon The problem of people being con-made righteous] by the works of the lawof our baptism and renewal of us bein
righteous before God, because it hastaeir early founders such as Luthefused about how they can be justified obut by faith in Jesus Christ, even we haveewashed, recleansed, forgiven ar
lot to do with our precious calling andwho believed that justification only made righteous before God was soméselieved in Christ Jesus, that we mightnade righteous or justified in God’s
being part of His family. comes by faith in Christ and does nothing Paul had to deal with. be justified by faith in Christ and not bysight.

“Moreover whom He predestined,require the works the Catholics believe On the one hand, he had some Jevike works of the law; for by the works of  Daily in our prayers and lives, we
these He also called; whom He calledn, either before or after faith is exer-ish people in the Church being proudhe law no flesh shall be justified” (Gala-should put to death the old man or ol
these He also justifiedind whom He cised. and boasting of their law keeping.tians 2:16). woman, just as Paul admonished us, a
justified, these He also glorified. What According to Luther, by faith God Apparently they felt God owed it to In other words, there is a rightbe renewed in our minds daily, witr
then shall we say to these things? If Gojlistifies us, for the sake of Christ, and ndhem to give them salvation, thus abussequence to becoming righteous iGod’s Holy Spirit by the gift of God, to
is for us, who can be against us? He whionger imputes to us our sins. If we coning the proper use of the law. “IndeedSod’s sight. be the new converted man or womsa
did not spare His own Son, but deliveredinue in faith, He will treat us as if we areyou are called a Jew, and rest on the That sequence begins when we com&Ephesians 4:22-24).

Him up for us all, how shall He not with just and holy, even if we remain the saméw, and make your boast in God"to believe and havith in the “true It is then, through daily faith, repen-
Him also freely give us all things?” sinners as before. (Romans 2:17). “Where is boastingGod” (1 John 5:20). Secondly, when wetance and loving obedience, that we wi
(Romans 8:30-32, emphasis added).  Catholics criticize Luther by quoting then? It is excluded. By what law? Ofgrow in faith, we see our sins, our wrongoe considered justified or righteous il

It is clear from the Scriptures thatstatements made by him in a letter writworks? No, but by the law of faith” thinking, wrong words, wrong actions God's sight.un
being justified or made righteous is arten to Melancthon in 1521: “Be a sinne(Romans 3:27). and our need t@pent. Ken Murray is an elder in Queens
important part of our personal salvationand sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in - On the other hand, he had to correct Our faith in God drives us to repent ofland, Australia.
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even produce false grapes, but they come Mike Collins, plus the backup of Mission Con-arating than a four-minute mile. We will trav:
nothing in the end. These, too, must bé&ol in Houston. Sir Edmund Hillary had theel at the speed of thought! Truly wonderful!

o removed promptly. help of his Sherpa guide, Tensing Norgay, and Frank Jarvis
D t On the true vine, it can look as if there isn’many others in camps along the way. Roger Gloucester/Preston, British Isles.
lgeS much fruit as well. Itis often hidden Bannister was helped by congregations

under the large leaves. Grapes ¢
stay on the vine ripening quite
while. The longer they are in the h
Lessons From My sun and dry soil, the sweeter th¢
: become! i

Small Vmeyard The soil is like concrete, dese
like, hard and dry, but the roots (
“I am the vine, you are the branches,” Jesu$e vines go way down, often int-=
said (John 15:5). He also said, “Every branctlefts in the slatelike hillside, wher
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes awaymoisture collects.

a team of coaching staff
and medical advisors.
On our pioneering A Good Word
journey to God’s King-
dom we need the sup- People never tire of hearing a good wor:
port of our fellow work- Good words give courage—the spark to co
ers in the local churches. tinue forward. There’s a word that seems
We also need the invisi- breathe a magic of its own, giving backbon
ble spiritual support lifeblood and vitality to all it touches.
team of God’s Mission  That word helps relieve those in distress. It
and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, All these features have spiritug_- . .| Control. dedicated to a way of life that creates som
that it may bear more fruit” (verse 2). parallels. Our Father prunes us per- In Exodus 17:8-14 we thing of lasting value for everyone. It sees
The pruning season is just coming to an erfdctly, which is painful and not easily undersee an example of Moses relying on closeeed and chooses to do something, howe
as | write this from my home on the Costa dedtood. The world is the dry, unyielding soil weeamwork to hold up his hands during a time afmall, about it.
Solin Spain. This is my first brush with havingare locked into. We are the branches, conneetar. We must hold up each others’ hands. We That word?Volunteer!How valuable each
a vineyard, and though it is small, with theed to Jesus Christ, hopefully, and through Hiralso pray to enlist the spiritual help from God'sand every one of them is. Each volunteer b
weeds, the lack of rain producing the fruit He needs us to proMission Control. ters the lives of every member of the commi
duce for His future Kingdom. Each Pioneers have an absolute belief that theyity because he or she is there.
year the vine must be pruned hard. can achieve their objective. In Proverbs 10:24 Who is the volunteer? A living, breathing
Wendy Culff we are told that our desire (belief) will becoméiuman, derived from the richest of the rich t
(One of three members in Spainh reality. We must concentrate on our vision dhe poorest of the poor. Educated or illiterat

e -
-

edge, it's very hard
work! (Perhaps we pre
sent the same challend

toGod...) 2 God's Kingdom of beauty, peace and harmonynale or female, child or senior, white or blac
All the branches arg . As pioneers, it is essential that we obey ther any color in between. There are no boun

now cut back and th¢! . Be a Pioneer! rules of our calling, God’s commandmentsaries. No confines.

old wood burned. Ng+#8 Encapsulated for us in Exodus 20:1-17, they Volunteers are individuals who believe that ¢

fruit can be borne with Being a pioneer in any pursuit is onemark the boundaries for us on our journey. long as they breathe, they are somehow resp

out this annual pruning
It must be done in jus|

of the most exciting, challenging and Jesus Christ is the ultimate pioneer. He madible to care for the needs of those who are th
rewarding experiences anyone cait as the first into God’s Kingdom. We can bebrothers by life association, as well as birth. The

the right way or elsg have. next to join Him! Paul confirms our calling tostrive to make light the heavy burden of thos
there will still be no Armstrong, Hillary, Bannister. What be the firstfruits and in the first resurrection tavho are hurting, hungry or just down and out.
fruit. And if not pruned at all, the vine goes outlo these names mean to us? They were all pjoin our fellow pioneers from all ages (1 Believing the best comes back brimful an
of control and will eventually die. It won't die neers. Neil Armstrong was the first man on th€orinthians 15:20-23). running over. The more volunteers give ar
immediately, but will produce unwieldy moon. Sir Edmund Hillary was the firstto climb  It's a wonderful future for us all. Much moreshare, the more they grow and mature, beco
branches and run to only wood. Mt. Everest and Dr. Roger Bannister was thexciting than going to the moon. We shall expeng in fuller measure that which they can be.

All year long false growth comes from thefirst athlete to run a mile in under four minutestience galaxies yet undreamed of! Much better Volunteers—thanks for the good word!
base of the vine. These are short, stubbhey were all first in their field of endeavor.  than climbing a mountain. We shall reach high-A. Gail Donahue was a member of the Los An¢
branches that grow only to about 18 inches We, too, are called to be pioneers, or firster and greater wonders. And much more exhil- les, California, congregation before her deatt
high. These must be cut out all year round dauits, in God’s Kingdom. The three pioneers
they appear, or they will in time take over ananentioned were all part of teams. Neil Arm

ruin the main stock. Some of this growth magtrong was accompanied by Buzz Aldrin an C h i I d re n ’S CO r n e r

i Hi, kids! This section is just fgrou! If you or your parents have any ideas or suggestions far t
Turning the Hearts . . . q@
(Yo

mike_bennett@ucg.org.

God gave the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel at Mt. Sinai. It was just a few v
after they had crossed the Red Sea. The mountain was smoking and shaking! Then God [sg
Ten Commandments.

Here is a short form of the Ten Commandments with missing words to fill in. (If you need t
see Exodus 20:3-17.) Then unscramble the letters in the boxes to spell out an even shorter st
of God's law. You can find more about the Ten Commandments in the bookletel@en Comr
mandmentdiave fun!

section, let us know. Write tanited NewsP.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or e-ma
| Remember Mama

There’s nothing more “homey” than a child coming in the front door
smelling the aroma of fresh-baked bread! Put a pat of butter on the hot s/
bread and enjoy the moment and make a memory.

When | was a youngster, one of the early programs on televisibReem- #
ber MamaThis sitcom featured stories in the home that revolved arounc ey
mother of the household. This past month Mother's Day was observed. Caras,
phone calls and visits were made to “mamas” all over the world. Whether you observe the day
mothers need to be honored by those who believe in following God's teachings (Exodus 20:12 The Ten Commandments

What may we do to honor our mothers as part of the Fifth Commandment?

 Show our mothers respecthroughout the year by spending time with or on them. Taking (tin
to write cards or telephoning them to let them know how we are doing and finding out how the
doing is showing respect. Seeking their advice on difficult issues is another way of acknowledgi
as our mothers. A gift occasionally sends a loving message that we care about and love thel

» Thank them for what they have done for us. Reflect on all of their sacrifices for us and let
mothers know that we remember and appreciate what they have done and may still do for us.
ries are important to our folks as they grow older. To recall memories of their love and service ta
children is another way to show respect.

« Help them.We need to make every effort to help our mothers in their older age, though this
be difficult if we are not close by. Our mothers may not be as strong or able to do the chores the
performed with ease. Help them with some of the cleaning, ironing and shopping—you get the
This also will show them respect.

* Being a quality, godly persorwill mean that they may see you and me as successful in i
Many mothers have told me with a glowing face of the successes of their children. You could ju
that they were “pleased” with what their children had become. When we are people of charact
bring respect to the woman who bore us. D D

« Pray for them. Thank God for your mother (and father, too) and ask Him to help them in tf 10- You shall not _ ——
latter years. Remember their needs and present them to our loving Heavenly Father for His [at{ .
to them. I'm sure God will appreciate His children remembering their earthly parents as He ap| Unscramble the letters in the boxes to spell out an even shorter summary of
ates being remembered by us. ) God's law in the blanks below. (See Matthew 22:37-39 for clues.)

Proverbs 31:28 states, “Her children rise up and call her blessed . . . Let's all “bless” our
by showing the respect and love to them for all they have done and do for us!

. You shall have no other [] [1 [ _ before Me.

. You shall [J [J _ make idols.

. You shall not take the name of the Lord your U __in__ 0 0.
. Remember the _ _ ] _ _ _ _day.

. Honor your _ ] _ ] _ _ and your mother.
. You shall not _ _ H .

. You shall not commit _ U _ U _
. You shall not _ _ ] _

. You shall not bear _ [ witness.

© 0 N O O~ WDN P
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The people will curse him who withholds graininjuries that seemed impossible to overcome. But An effective spiritual fast must be accomps
but blessing will be on the head of him who sellwith the will and determination to not give up ied by diligent Bible study, zealous prayer ar
it.” once again they regained their championshimeditation. God’s response to this type of fast

Be careful about cosigning for others’debtsThey did the seemingly impossible! recorded in Isaiah 58:9. “Then you shall call, ar

Proverbs 22:26-27: “Do not be one of those Our race in this life is much like the story ofthe Lorp will answer, you shall cry and He will
who shakes hands in a pledge, one of those wBeabiscuit. God has called many of us who hasay, here | am.”

Money. Some say it's what makes the worlis surety for debts; if you have nothing withbeen broken by the difficulties of life. We are There are numerous examples of fasting in t
go around. No matter how much you get, therehich to pay, why should he take away your bepgeople who have many obstacles to overcomeBible. In Leviticus 23:26-32, God command
always seems to be a need for more. For mafrgm under you?” win the final prize. God's goal is to mend us, tdHis people to abstain from food for one day, ¢
people, the amount of mon- Be careful about challenge us beyond our wildest dreams, to hethe Day of Atonement.
ey they possess—and tl borrowing money. us to not give up. Most of all, it's to help us reach Psalm 109:24 states that David’s knees we
things it can buy—are th{ Proverbs 22:7: “The out and win the prize of a lifetime. Our golderweak from fasting, his body had become gaui
measure of how successf| rich rules over the prize will never tarnish but will last for eternity. The apostle Paul fasted often (2 Corinthial
they are in life. poor, and the borrower  Sometimes it can become difficult to sed1:27). And evil Ahab humbled himself throug|

Pillars of Wisdom:
Managing Money

The book of Proverbd is servant to the through the clouds of trials and see that golddasting in 1 Kings 21:27.
contains a number of impol lender.” prize. Sometimes is seems that our opponent,Even our Savior, who had the fullness of tr
tant points on how to ma Satan, will overtake us and cause us to be defebiply Spirit, fasted 40 days and 40 nights i
age money. Application ed. We can be like Seabiscuit who had a detggreparation for His titanic battle with the devil

There are many mination to not be beaten. During a race, wheifiJesus Christ fasted, can we do any less? Th
proverbs about manag-he caught sight of the horse he was racingxamples tell us that we cannot survive Satal
ing money and the against, he took off like lightning and left the othfiery darts and reach perfection without fasting
proper approach to er horse in the dust. Although fasting may cause physical discon
wealth. Proverbs  When we feel that we are losing the race, wiert, it will cause spiritual healing to come abot
teaches that wealth can reach up to our Trainer and ask for renewegickly! (Isaiah 58:8, New Revised Standar
] isn't evil, but the accu- strength, a new fire within us to get up and gatersion). When we approach the throne of gra
the Lorp with your posses+ 4 mulation of wealth going again. through fasting, God will help us “loose tht
sions, and with the firstfruits without living a life Without the special care of a great trainer arlabnds of wickedness” (Isaiah 58:6). He will hel
of all your increase; so your barns will be filledaccording to God’s purpose is useless. us remove the sin that has us trapped (Hebre
with plenty, and your vats will overflow with Gary Petty 12:1).
new wine.” Pastor of Austin, San Antonio and Wacg In these perilous and trying times, we mu

Plan for the future. Texas, congregations employ the powerful tool of fasting. Indeed fas

Proverbs 6:6-11: “Go to the ant, you sluggard! ing may keep us on that narrow road that lea
Consider her ways and be wise, which, having . to perfection.
no captain, overseer or ruler, provides her sup-et’s \Win the Race!
plies in the summer, and gathers her food in the
harvest. How long will you slumber, O slug- Recently | watched the popular mofieabis-
gard? When will you rise from your sleep? A lit-cuit. After it was over, the tears just flowed as
tle sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of thethought of all the lessons that | learned from thi’
hands to sleep—so shall your poverty come anovie based on a true story.
you like a prowler, and your need like an armed The movie started with a broken horse, a brg.
man.” ken young man (Red Pollard) and two men wh

Generosity produces more happiness thamached out to help them mend and rebuild froi
stinginessReal wealth lies in who we are, notall the damage done by neglect, abuse, bei
in what we own. abandoned and the hard knocks of life. The

Proverbs 11:24-26: “There is one who scatelped them not only mend, but become chal
ters, yet increases more; and there is one wpns! To win the race! To become better thal For months, | felt numb and wondered if m
withholds more than is right, but it leads tahey thought they could ever be. life was so useless that even God did not want
poverty. The generous soul will be made rich, It was also a movie of courage. After gettingockey, Seabiscuit would not have become a charBut | kept on praying anyway. And | went to se\
and he who waters will also be watered himselin top, both horse and rider sustained cripplingion horse. Without the jockey being taken ingral churches, but as soon as | saw that they w

Points to Build On
Honor God with your
possession$iving to God
in thankfulness is an impo
tant key to successful living
Proverbs 3:9-10: “Hono

Leon Leonard
Akron, Ohio, congregation

The Tomato Plant

In 1975, | was a 20-year-old mother of two, i
an abusive marriage, and the impact of the hoy
lessness of my life was hitting me. | knew if thel
was any hope at all, it would come only fror
God. | began to earnestly pray and to read 1
entire Bible.

Question and Answer: Why Doesn’t Your
Church Use the Symbol of the Cross?

Thank you for your interest. The Greek word translated as “crossauisos.It means the
upright or stake portion of an instrument of execution that has been used in several cultur]
through history. Sometimes executioners used a crosspiece at the top of or in different p
the stake; at other times, there was no crosspiece. It's impossible to know exactly what
Romans used in the crucifixion of Christ. It is clear, however, that the Romans attached
over His head (Matthew 27:37), which could have been upon a stake or a crosspiece.

Because Christ's death is of such monumental significance to the Christian, some hg
takenly thought that the cross should be a part of Christian worship. But we should ren
that it was an instrument of torture. When we stop to realize that fact, it should be clear
grossly inappropriate to wear it as religious jewelry or an object of worship. Some would
that using a cross in this manner symbolizes the value of Christ’s death. We disagree.

It's true that the apostle Paul referred to the cross in a symbolic way (1 Corinthians 1:1
Paul also used the cup of wine from the Passover as a symbol (1 Corinthians 10:21). A
the Baptist referred to Christ as the “Lamb of God” (John 1:36). But this doesn’t mean t
should begin to use cups or figures of lambs as religious ornaments or as objects of wo

Furthermore, the second of God’s Ten Commandments strictly prohibits the use of ob
worship. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything th
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you
bow down to them nor serve them” (Exodus 20:4-5). (For more information about how t
Commandments apply in everyday Christian life, please see our b®bklden Command
mentslf you do not have a copy, we would be happy to send you one. Or you can find it
at the literature library of our Web site at www.ucg.org.)

God wants us to direct our worship and prayers to Him, not to any physical object.
explained this principle in John 4:24: “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must w
in spirit and in truth.” Following the biblical instruction, the United Church of God does nq
the figure or image of a cross in its worship services. Neither ddA/@&mbers wear crosse
as symbols of devotion. We refer to the cross in the way that the Scripture refers to it—th
a figure of speech to explain Christ’s atoning death for us.

encouraged and cared for by a special benefactoot teaching what the Bible said, | would tr
he would have never ridden a champion horse. another one.

Our Trainer and Benefactor, God, is there to That year | had planted my first tomato plan
make sure that we win the race that He has dmside my front step. Someone ran over it, an
before us. We need not go it alone! With God'sad picked the bent plant back up and strapg
help we can win the race! it with nylon to a stake. A short time later, some

Janet Treadway one kicked a ball into the middle of the plant, ar
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation it split down the middle. | attempted anothe
mend job, and then | went to my room an

prayed.

es down
laces on

type the
er'asting and Perfection I told God that | felt just like that plant. | was
broken and beaten down. | didn’t mean to n
ve rindvatthew 5:48 we find a startling statementtrust Him, but | needed some encouragement
neffiberefore you shall be perfect, just as youHe would just let that tomato plant have or
h&titreer in heaven is perfect.” God is sayingpmato on it, it would encourage me and let n
afiyerigh Matthew, that human beings have theow there was still hope and He cared for mi
awesome potential for perfection! Shortly after, | went outside and, just like th
17, ZBhe word in Greek for perfect in this verse isong about the yellow ribbons, my plant viels
ndeleimsand it means completeness or maturitpf yellow blossoms! Now | had confidence ii
hateraplete perfection will come at the resurredsod!
rstigm to those who are becoming spiritually | happened to see a broadcaston TV and r
jentatiare in this life. ognized that it was a program sprouted from
at isBut God knew that the human heart would bArmstrong’s radio broadcast that had ofte
slzathajor stumbling block (Jeremiah 17:9). Theresaught my family’s attention since | was a your
hefdenHe has given us powerful tools to use witbhild. Though abnormally shy, | dialed the toll
- the help of His Holy Spirit. Fasting is one offree number and a very gentle male voice to
ortfinse tools. For our growth into perfection, fastmy requests for booklets and a visit. | was so
ing is an absolute necessity. invited to attend church services and happi
ChrMiany have struggled with various problemslrove an hour each way with my two babies.
rgtmig sins for years or even decades. Some havéMy family and | enjoyed many tomatoes fron
t beeome “spiritual casualties.” Fasting helps tthat one little plant. But most of all | began t
sprevent this tragedy. When we humble ourselvédsarn about true faith in things yet unseen.
atthecagh fasting, God takes note of us! He knows Carolyn Prater
that we are serious about becoming perfect. Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation
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Local Church Updates

Pz g
of many all-time favorites of country
music was given to each honored gue

North Carolina

joined with our older members to enjo

The teens from the Dallas congregatiof®

the Lake Lawn Resort.

Congregatlons a fine home-cooked meal prepared b
Combine for Hon Dora Jennings and J.J. Brooks.

John Lusk welcomed the guests al
Day and Meal provided introductory remarks to ge

the luncheon off to a stimulating start|

The Charlotte, Asheboro andAfter ablessing on the meal, each gue
Greenshoro, North Carolina, congrewas served by one of the teens.
gations enjoyed services together on During the luncheon everyone
the Last Day of Unleavened Bread. enjoyed the down-home countryyarcos Rosales (head of the UCG

Brethren heard speakers from alatmosphere and dinner music. After-
three churches and listened to specia¥ards, J.J. Brooks introduced a few 0] .
music from the combined choir led bythe teens and their parents (Katig, A|buquerque Tries
Collins, Amber Bene- .
dictand Dara and Greg degree in engineering, Maarten de Jon@ MyStery Dinner
Vaughn) who treated received his master of science in (inter-
us to a variety of musi- national) business administration The other night in the library when
cal selections.

After a break, Rick Management.
Bennis facilitated our
traditional panel title of his final thesis was “Just Do It, committed. Henry VIll—that famous

this grand event.
Leone Burns

ational council in Holland), attends
aarten de Jong's graduation and
ands over the diploma

senior members (Tillie Using Dutch vs. English Advertising books—disappeared.

Crandall, Mary Ann Slogans.” Dressed as storybook characters,
Brennan and Dick

Knapp) who answered .
many questions from \\/iSconsin

the teens about their own lives as teen:
the lessons they learned growing t(Brethren Gather at

adulthood, and the influence of God's]
way throughout their lives. This was aLake Lawn Resort the case, it washoerased Henry VIII

great opportunity for us to get know our from the history books anghy. The
Catherine Crawford. A piano solo wasgpanel members better and have them Brethren from the upper Midwest prime suspects included Goldilockd
played for offertory by Inez Burrow.  share their life experiences with all ofgathered at the scenic Lake LawrAlice in Wonderland, Snow White,
A meal was provided between serus. Resort in Delavan, Wisconsin, to heaRobin Hood and Cinderella.
vices by Jack and Nancy Holloway of In addition, this year one of our the president of the United Church of The investigators puzzled ovel
the Asheboro congregation. Afterwardsenior members, Dick Knapp, offeredGod, Clyde Kilough, speak on thedetails from table to table and finall
the young ladies of the church had fura few words encouraging the teens andreekly Sabbath during the Days ofaddressed the dinner guests to presg
as they pitched in to help with theelder members regarding the benefittnleavened Bread. their clues.
cleanup. The beautiful weather inspireaf painting as a hobby. He brought in  Brethren from four church areas— To find out “whodunit,” see the Albu-
brethren to remain outdoors to fellow-one of his beautiful landscape paint\Wisconsin Dells, Oshkosh, Milwaukeequerque Web site at www.ucg-abg.or
ship long after services were over.  ings, which was given to a selected
Marti Springer honored guest, Charles Oren.
After concluding remarks and thankg
given by John Lusk and Rick Bennis
the teens came up on stage and Ig
everyone in a rendition of “Happy
TrailstoYau . . .Until We MeetAgain.”

t

Beth-Erin Springer (Greensboro),
Amber Powers (Charlotte), Brandy
Brinkley (Asheboro) and Amber
Pettigrew (Charlotte) doing dishes
(photo by Olivia Pettigrew)

March 11.
The mystery was not in the mea
itself, as Robin Hood thought might bg

from Kansas.

Dallas Seniors
Enjoy Texas

| Women'’s

The lunch )
Barnyard e caeneon Retreat Held in
Barbecue close so that

Oregon
everyone could ;
attend the regular geihren enioy di :

: joy dinner during the
Sabbath service. Days of Unleavened Bread in

In addition to \,. )
Wi h L B
the teens, the fol- isconsin (photo by Leone Burns)

The fourth annual Dallas senior
luncheon was held on Sabbat

Services

make the luncheon an enjoyableMr. Kilough's sermon was titled “The phere, with the rippling Molalla River
success: John and Danny Bynunieaven of the Pharisees and Herod.” flowing a short distance outside th

including three of our Gewoon Doen. . The Influence of monarch from the English history

for pictures from the event. Clue:

After sunset, a delightful dance took John Cafourek conducted the Sal
place. The dance lasted until midnightbath service, which was followed by ¢
so some had opted to stay overnight atelicious lunch and fellowship time.

Five ladies of various ages and bacl

The weather was cooperative—sungrounds spoke briefly on how each or
shine and warm gentle breezes. Thiound her pearl of great price—bein
was a time of great spiritual and physealled into God’s Church. Then the
ical refreshing for all who had the for-moderator, Sandy Cafourek, split th:
tune to be in such serene surroundinggroup up into smaller groups to discus

Ray and Francine Fabry and all theihow each one was called, how eac
assistants worked hard in organizinglealt with problems, goals for bein¢

more involved in the local church, etc

Following the Sabbath dinner, Beck
Hornor spoke on “God’s Pearls ant
Other Jewels.”

Saturday evening and Sunday mor
ing the ladies made fleece blankets fi
orphans in Balaka, Malawi, supporte
by LifeNets. Terri Werner coordinatec
this service project. The ladies com

(MScBA) at the Rotterdam School ofmany of the storybook characters wergleted 222 blankets, exceeding the go
out of their books and enjoying aof 200 blankets.
He specialized in marketing, and thesojourn in the night air, a crime was

Ruby Scruggs

Cincinnati Teens

members of the Albuquerque, Nevt\z]éerve Seniors

Mexico, congregation gathered for a
mystery dinner after the Sabbath on The Cincinnati East, Ohio, AM and

PM congregations put on a dinner Apr

Marc Eddington and Bonnie
irkpatrick serve Betty Evans (photo
y Peter Eddington)

She’s wearing blue and she is no29 to honor the senior citizens in th

congregations. The teens helped pla

Susie elazquez, aka Dorothydecorate, prepare, serve, provide mus

for and clean up after the event.
“The teens did a wonderful job in
serving,” said Ken and Jean Pullian
“Everything was done in such goot
taste and we were so impressed wi
the meal itself, but also the man
details—the table settings and decor.
tions, etc. How nice to dine on chini

“Hidden Treasure—The Pearl ofinstead of paper plates.”
Great Price” was the theme of the Each table was decorated to repr
women’s retreat held March 24 to 26sent a popular song of the 1940s, a1
lowing Special and Beloit, Wisconsin, with guestsnear Portland, Oregon. The setting ahe background music also carried on
team from Chicago, lllinois, and Minneapo- the Canby Grove Conference Cente®0s theme. “The background musi
members helped lis, Minnesota—got together April 15. provided a wonderful woodsy atmos-brought back quite a few pleasar

memories,” said Dolores Mootz.

a

(sound crew); Rhona Springfield, The combined Wisconsin churchwall of windows in the meeting room.|
Karen Collins and Denise Vulchevchoirs sang “On Eagle’s Wings” and The opening evening began with
(food service); D.J. Palacios (trans-Upon This Rock” accompanied by theluscious meal and a warm welcom
portation); and Diane Bennis (pho-ensemble. Randy Schmidt directed théiom the Canby Grove hospitality per|
tographer/hostess). music. son. Dyanne Dick then gave a secol
After services, there was a socialwelcome to the group of 76 ladies an
hour while the dining room was beingoutlined the activities of the weekend
set up. A catered dinner was later LeeAnn Luker ended this session i
served to those staying for the event. ithallenging attendees with lessons
consisted of roast beef, chicken, greenan glean from the pearl, relating it t
beans, mashed potatoes, pasta salate friendships we make. Just as ge,
tossed salad and desserts brought by thae pearls always have small flaws,
brethren. That gave everybody a chanaoill have imperfect friendships. It takeg
to try other peoples’ unleavened crepractice to be a true friend, but a frien|
loves at all times (Proverbs 17:17).

Dallas senior panel members
answer questions from teens;
inset, Dick Knapp discusses
painting as a hobby (photos by
Diane Bennis)

Diane Bennis

, , Member in Holland
April 29. The theme this year, choreo-

)
graphed by Kris Brooks, was a TexarEamS Master’s
barnyard barbecue honoring owDeg ree
seniors for being a special part of our
congregation.

A CD complied by Mike Westberry  After already earning a bachelor'sations!

Local Church Updates: If your
congregation’s news and events are
rarely covered itUnited Newswhy
not check with your pastor and write
something for him to send in? Welre
looking for 100- to 300-word articles
and photographs with captions. Pleast
include a self-addressed envelope if
you would like photos returne
Include the author’'s and photogr.
er's names and your phone number
Please double-check the spelling of
names. Pleasemail (preferred) or
give the material to your local pas:
tor to forward toUnited News




14

UnitedNews June 2006

United Church of God, an International Association

Announcements

Births

Tony and Diana Garcia of the Log
Angeles, California, congregation,
formerly from Corpus Christi,
Texas, would like to proudly
announce the birth of their secong

Stanley Earl Grabowski and Sarah
Michal Rose

2006 and plan to reside in Laramie

Weddings

Mr. and Mrs. David Roenspies of

Rowan Delmos Anthony Garcia
with big sister Malena Ann announce the marriage of their daug

ter, Jill Marie Roenspies to William

grandchild, Rowan Delmos Antho- (Will) Frederick Flaman. The ceremo-
ny Garcia. He was born Feb. 21py took place on March 26, 2006, in
2006, weighed 7 pounds 8 ouncesake Geneva, and was performed by thi

and was 20 inches long. Parents arlride’s father, David Roenspies. Robi
Isaac and Michelle Garcia and bigRoenspies (sister-in-law of the bride

sister, Malena Ann, all from Altade- was matron of honor and Peter Ros|

na, California. (friend of the groom) was best man.

Over 120 friends and family attend-

Charles and Markera Dupuch Sred the happy celebration, blessed with

Charles James Dupuch Jr. Born omvarm. The couple lives in Elgin, Illi-
Jan. 27, 2005, he weighed 6 pounds

14 ounces and was 20.5 inche
long. Mom Markera Dupuch and
grandmother Eureka Smith ar
members of the Nassau, Bahama

Will and Jill Flaman

nois, and attends the Chicago congr
gation.

Julie Richardson and Maurits de Jon|

second child (big sister Cherith
Jalynn Dupuch, born Sept. 8, died
Sept. 15, 2003) and 11th grandf
child.

Engagements

Michael and Amy Rose of Vassar,
Michigan, are pleased to announcq
the engagement of their daughte
Sarah Michal Rose to Stanley Earl
Grabowski, son of Stephen and Adg
Grabowski of Laramie, Wyoming.
The couple will wed in August of

Maurits and Julie de Jong

Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, are happy t

are happy to announce their marriage The Ices'first congregation was Capel 946. Sgt. Decker's awards included tt
on April 2, 2006, in Bedford, United Girardeau, Missouri, not too far from WWII Victory Medal, the Asiatic-Pacif-
Kingdom. They attend the Brickettheir current congregation of Poplaric Theater Ribbon, Philippine Libera-
Wood and Tonbridge congregations. Bluff, Missouri. Mrs. Ice remembers tion Ribbon, a Purple Heart and thi
Paul Kieffer performed the weddingtheir first Feast in Big Sandy, Texas,Good Conduct Medal.
ceremony. Guests came from all oveunder the big tent. They were both bap- He later made his home in Mill Vil-
the world, but were mainly from Britain tized the same year, 1966, so they havage in Craftsbury where he operated
and the Netherlands. Afterward Juliehad 40 years to live the truth. goat farm for many years. He enjoye
and Maurits honeymooned in Maltafor - Mr. Ice is now 95 and last year wadrading goats, crops or other things fc
aweek. still driving. His driving experience items he needed.
At the moment the couple live in began at age 14, giving him 81 years of In October 1996 he sold his farm an
Brighton in the United Kingdom. practice. When he was 94, he finallymoved to Cobble Hill in Barre, where
stopped changing his own oil in hishe continued his quiet life of poetry
. . truck. Also, this lovely couple kept awriting and Bible study.
Anniversaries garden for 75 years until gravity told Mr. Decker leaves a brother, Clyde
them they could do it no longer. Decker of Lincoln, Nebraska, as well a
Al and Shirley Segall of the Sedro- The Ices’ family expanded over theother extended family. He was prede
Woolley, Washington, congregationyears to include five children (two girlsceased by two brothers, Earl an
were wedded on March 23, 1946—6and three boys), 10 grandchildren an€larence Decker, and a sister, Violet.
years ago! They are the parents of twtwo great-grandchildren. Mr. and Mrs.  Mr. Decker was a long-time Churct
sons—Stuart Segall, pastor of thredce are very proud of them all. member, and was a member of the Un
When the Ices were asked, “How dided Church of God from its beginning.
you stay together so long?” they replied, A funeral service was held April 25in
“lt wasn't easy” and “Commitment.”  Craftsbury Common, with Paul Suck:
“They are truly an example of love ling, pastor of the United Church of Goc
and understanding. Never in all ourin Worcester, Massachusetts, official
years around the Ices have we hearidg.
them say a mean or spiteful thing,” said
Cheryl Wright of Poplar Bluff. “The  Raymond Fred Driver, a member o
Ices’ long and loving relationship God's Church for many years, died o
should be an example for the entiréMarch 9, 2006, after losing a battle witt
Church. Only with our faith and love in cancer. He was 77 years old. He leav
God will we ever hope to live as longhis wife, Mildred, and a stepson
and still be in love with our mate as theClarence Chappell. He attended tF
Ices are.” Olympia, Washington, congregatior
and was baptized in 1979. He worked i

! ' Shirley and Al Segall
are pleased to announce the birth afay that was unseasonably sunny anu

. _ Obituaries

United congregations in California, and
Mark Segall. Velma Dite from Spokane, Washing

The Segalls celebrated with a familyton, died April 14, 2006. She was bor
reunion in Florida, March 30 to April 7. July 2, 1924, in Colorado. She enjoye
Then the Sedro-Woolley congregatiorfishing much of her life. She has been
hosted an anniversary reception for Mrmember of the Church of God sinc{
and Mrs. Segall on April 22. They were1994. There was a graveside service fi
presented with a gift of a framed collage
of photographs of the beautiful Skagit
Valley where they live.

Not long ago, two wonderful people
had a very special anniversary. After 75
years they love each other more than
ever. Robert and Addie Ice were mar-

Raymond Fred Driver

the woods for many years and lived i
Chehalis, Washington.

He was the third youngest of 11 chil
dren (three of whom remain). Born ir
Colorado, he moved to Washingtol
with his family at the age of 9.

He met his wife, Mildred, and step-
her inYakima, Washington, on April 21, son, Clarence, who are former Can:
with Mark Mickelson officiating. dians, at a Feast site in Eugene, Or

gon, in 1986. They married in July

Russell R. Decker, 93, of Barre, Ver-1987.
mont, and formerly of Mill Village in  He will be sadly missed by many.
Craftsbury, Vermont, died at his home

Velma Dite

) on the Last Day of Unleavened Bread
Addie and Robert Ice April 19, 20086. g Announcements: Members are
ried on Feb. 6, 1931, in Piggott, He was borninArlington, Nebraska, welcome to submitannouncements o
Arkansas. Mr. Ice was 20 and Mrs. IceSept. 24, 1912, the son of Roy and Ha| the births, engagements, weddings
was 16, almost 17. tie (Bump) Decker. He entered the U.9 significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50,
Mr. Ice was born on Oct. 20, 1910,Army from Camp Upton, New York, on | 60, etc.) and obituaries in their fami-
about 4 or 5 miles south of CampbellMarch 13, 1942. He served as an ass| lies. Please include a self-addresse

Missouri. Mrs. Ice was born on May 25,tant squad leader with the 307tf envelope if you would like photgs
1914, near Wapapello Lake in Missourilnfantry, 77th Division, in the Asiatic- | returned. Most items are 50 to 10C
They met at a church called Hell'sPacific Theater, during World War 11| words and should not exceed 25(
Beginning. Later the Ices would find theWounded in service to his country, hig words. Please-mail (preferred) or
truth while listening to Herbert Arm- discharge was from Rhoads Gener{ give them to your local pastoto for-

strong on the radio in the 1940s. Hospital in Utica, New York, on Jan. 4, ward toUnited News
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in preaching the gospel message.  most of the time, there will be stability influence members, such as calendar « The pastoral ministry needs to hav
Comments dealing with the spiritualand growth. issues and the use of sacred names. confidence that administrative leader
members will give further thought to health of the Church included: « We should be able to articulate a Comments dealing with developingship will support their efforts in doing
these items in preparation for the meet- « A reminder that we must alwaysmore effective defense against thosand strengthening the ministry includedwhat needs to be done and vice versa
ings in August. focus on getting ourselves in “workingwho attack United or leave because they ¢ Continue to develop the ministeri- Comments dealing with media efforts
As a brainstorming session, this two-order” if we are going to take a messagdon't think this Church can provide whatal training program and focus on develand message included:
hour discussion was a free-flowingto the world. they need. oping younger leaders for the future.  + We need a more unified directior
expression of thoughts and ideas. Itwas « The Council should emphasize <« We need to remind members to be « We must do what we can as and strong leadership for media effort:
notintended to lead to decisions or corthat, as individuals and as an organizawatchful and alert. Church to facilitate growth, education ¢ We need to establish a stronger ar
clusions. The following summaries aretion, what we teach must be consistent « When we create the proper enviand opportunities for God to work more visible “trademark” or “brand”
a composite of the comments, some ofith how we live. ronment in a local congregation, thethrough His people. that sets us apart.
which are overlapping or may even « When United was first formed, doc- future leadership we need will emerge. + The Church has a pool of potential * We should ask ourselves, “How
seem somewhat conflicting. The puririne was a driving force. While doctrine ¢ A sense of mission and urgencyleaders (30- to 45-year-olds) whowell does our message resonate wi
pose was to putideas on the table to préings us out of the world, it is vision andmust be maintained in the Church.  already have a great deal of training. Weeople's needs both on a rational lev
vide a platform for further and more spemission that holds us together. Itis auni- Specific dangers include: need to provide them with opportunitiesand on an emotional level?”
cific discussions in future meetings.  fied, passionate voice of the Churchthat ¢ A lack of commitmentto God and * Encourage the ministry to continue  Mr. Dick concluded by again empha
As each Council member added hi$iolds us together. His way of life. their education and to hone their skills.sizing that this kind of “think tank” ses-
comments, a theme and consensuse Our teachings should emphasize ¢ Fallingintothe “cares oftheworld” « Provide older and retired elderssion will help the Council continue the
quickly became apparent. The primaryhe critical importance of the “basics” of and materialism. with opportunities to continue to serve.process of strategic thinking and plar
issues that were addressed were the spir Christianity through prayer, Bible « Ongoing doctrinal criticismonmat-  « Empower and encourage pastors toing in the August meetings. For com
itual health of the Church, developmenstudy, meditation and fasting. Whenters, most of which seem to recyclemake them feel part of what the Churctplete Council reports, see www.ucg.or¢
of pastoral leadership and media effortsost of the Church does these thingsvery few decades and that negativelis doing. about/council/updates.htmn

“Planning,” continued from page 1

Letters

“Promptly Read With “It Has Me Studying as | but surely on a daily basis revealing Hirature, but | wanted to show my appret study. My pastor says the Unitec
Anticipation” Have Not Done Before” truth to me. | am amazed that | havesiation for what you have sent me. Us&hurch of God and the Church of th
| greatly appreciate receivinghe | am thrilled and greatly impressedcome to comprehend that we have beexs needed. Nazarene are not very different. Hi
Good Newsnd youWorld News and with the obvious depth and intensityliving our lives and celebrating festivals Today | receivedrou Can Under- knows | use many resources, and t
Prophecypublications. We get a num- your Bible researchers display in all theand encouraging idol worship of statuestand Bible ProphecgndAre We Liv- knows what. | believe that honors Go
ber of various kinds of literature, but Ipublications | have read. In everythat are made to look like Jesus Chrising in the Time of the Endhis latter to do so.
can assure you that when yours arrive atstance of expressing an interpretatiowhich Jesus Himself condemned. Butill be of special help to me as my Sun-
our mailbox, it is promptly read with or teaching of the Bible, a reference ighis realization is slowly and surelyday school class is in Revelation chapter
anticipation. You certainly seem to havemade to the book, chapter and verseshanging me. 7 starting this Sunday. I've skimmed
agrasp of what is going on. Please kedpat justify the position taken for the There is no United Church of Godthrough it and found it quite interesting
them coming. expressed interpretation. based in Singapore, and | do hope ankin looking forward to perusing it more
In a former e-mail some time ago, Ipray that the Church will base its rootdully tonight.
had provided the information that | amhere in this country as well so that the |aminmy 43rd year as an adult Sur
the son of a Southern Baptist ministergood news of Jesus Christ will settleday school teacher and count it a bles|
Learning” and that | became a Christian at the agemly in the hearts of Christians here ining and a privilege to do so. | appreci
This is my final lesson (#12) in the of 8 (I'm now 79). Having grown up in Singapore. ate other resources and rely on the Ho
wonderfulBible Study Course. that environment, | had accepted the | pray that the United Church of GodSpirit and the Word to enlighten me a
I had so much fun doing this, but everbelief that | was well informed about thewill continue in its efforts to bring more
better, | got to learn about my Heavenlyteachings of the Bible and the beliefs ond more people to God, and | hope th.
Father, God, and my precious Savior, theny home doctrine. After | started readyou will provide me with information as
Lord Jesus Christ. ing your many publications, | have startto how | can give back to the Church jug
This might be my final lesson, buted reading the Bible as if | had neveas you all have given me the ability t
indeed it is not my final lesson, becauseone so before. know my true Jesus. | thank you.
I choose to continue learning all | can.  There were many expressions in your Singapore
Thank you for this great opportunity. publications | felt surely you had made We replied with information about

Arkansas

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges
tions to improveUnited Newsare
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mall
to: United NewsP.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Pennsylvania

“l Choose to Continue

What ABC Can Mean for You!

ABC represents the first letters of the alphabet. ABC may be a telev
network or the name of a nursery. But ABC to the United Church of
means Ambassador Bible Center.

ABC means a biblical education among those of like beliefs. For the

ISic
bo

ire

California  some misguided judgments; then thereur congregation in Singapore.
were the sources cited to justify the posi-
“How Am | Going to Change tiontaken. | asked myself how | had gotTwo Subscriptions to the
My Life?” ten so much misled in all of my thinking, Greatest Magazine on the
Thank you so much for the bookletswhich | had obviously just absorbedPlanet
you are sending to me. You do nofrom my religious environment! | am  How fortunate am | to have two sub

time in your educational experience, you may have an institution th
geared to your spiritual needs and that places a priority on the moral
you embrace. It means that you may participate in all of the activities be
they are scheduled at times you may attend. It means forming close

and friendships with fellow ABC students whom you will be with for s¢

-

tl

know how much they have changedvery impressed with your teachings, andcriptions to the greatest magazine d €0 hours a day, ﬂvehdays e;ﬁweekéor S dmontr?s. '?]‘BC e S
the way | see life now and understand has me studying as | have not donéhe planet! Apparently, | sent in two| CPPortunities in the home office and surrounding church areas.
the Bible. before. | pledge to myself to continue tarequest cards from different addressq ABC means an opportunity to enhance your life by being taught lifing

The problem now is, how am | goingdo so!
to change my life—meaning from the
traditional Christian way to what is
God’s way? Could you please pray foDiscovering the Truth in received twasNs
my family and me? Thank you so muchSingapore So I'd like to free up one subscriptior
And may God continue to bless you, to | am from Singapore, and | have beetto make it available to someone else.
open the minds and eyes of everyonsubscribing torhe Good Newsiaga-  Incidentally, the extr&N actually
who has receivetihe Good News. zine for the past six months. | have beecame in handy, because a young lag

Internet  enlightened by the articles in the magafmy daughter’s best friend) wanted

zine, and | appreciate the effort and timeopy. | gave her UCG’s Web informa

“Wish You Had a Church taken by the various writers of these artition last night. Through my daughter
Nearby” cles that make people like me come tshe has become very “interested” an

I've been studying with you for along learn the truth about Jesus Christ and Hisants to know more.
time. | am disabled and want to thankeachings and the way that God wants
you tremendously for helping me withus to live our lives.
my Christian walk. | wish you had a | have been a Catholic since birth andLiterature Helps With
church nearby. | visit you on the Webhave grown up in the ways of theSunday School Class
often. God bless you all! Catholic Church. But I believe thatitwas | have enclosed a small contribution

and using different names. After |
California  moved, my first subscription caught u|
with my new address. So, yesterday

New Jersey

principles from God'’s Word. At ABC, we are accepting applications! Wi
for yours at: P.O. Box 54992, Cincinnati, OH 45254-0992 or downloag
application at our UCG Web site atvw.ucg.org/abc.Or you may call

Officer Gary Antion about any questions you may have.

ABC denotes the beginning of the alphabet.
you, it may mean the beginninga@hew experi-
encethat will have areternaleffect on your life!

(513) 576-9796 and ask to speak to Registrar Ralph Levy or Admisgi

ite
a

101

Internet  through God’s grace that He is slowlyl realize you do not charge for your lit




16

Unjlt_e_dNews June 2006

United Church of God, an International Association

At a Glance

Continued from page 4

A number of elements of the task
remain, including reviewing the 250
hymns submitted by members, correct- .
ing mistakes in the current hymnal, Bend Des|gnated
reviewing the doctrinal accuracy of all
the proposed hymns and producin@s

pianist and song leader editions and
accompanist CD of the new hymnal.

A further update will be provided to

the Council in its meetings in August.
Don Henson

Staff Members Tour
Bulk Mail Center

On Thursday, May 18, nine employ-or if you have questions regarding ounail, P.O. Box 5314, Lafayette, IN 47903.may

Technology Department, and Connie
Seelig, Doris Phelps, Emma Kennebeck,

= What's New on the Weh?

Carole Gholson, Janet Treadway, L{na, -
Reid and Larry Perkins from the M 1i|‘
Processing Department. The tour helpel
the staff understand the processes theYouth Media
U.S. Postal Service requires in ordef tgisit www.ucg.org/youth/
receive reduced postage rates. videomp3.htm to watch past
Connie Seelig United Youth

Camp and
Ambassador
Bible Center
videos.
While you're e =
there, download MP3 files of
informative and helpful

The officially designated Feast jpsermons targeted toward teens
Tabernacles site for deaf and hard énd young adults.
hearing brethren in 2006 is Bend, Ore- . .
gon. Interpreters skilled in oral inter® Home Office Information
preting and American Sign LanguagP© you want to know more
will be available at this site.

“-\.-\..

Deaf and Hard
3pf Hearing Site

about the home office? Visit
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice/
to read UCGIA President Clyde
Kilough's biography and view a
new photo of the home office
staff.

m Study Papers

Interested in studying a
doctrinal topic in depth? Visit
www.ucg.org/papers/ for a list
of study papers available for
download in Adobe PDF format.

1 UCG Commentary
“The Growing ‘Wellness’
Revolution”

“End-Time Scoffers Seek to
Discredit the Bible”

“Why Did | Find Just One Watch?”
“Half of Africa Is Disappearing”
“Is ‘The Gospel of Judas’
Believable?”

WWww.ucg.org/commentary/

Featured &
Link

m Good Works

Program.

www.ucg.org/

goodworks E

If you have questions or comments,
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org

If you would like to serve as a note=
taker, interpreter or real-time captioner,

contact Aaron Weis

(905) 876-9966 or see www.ucg

ees from the home office attended aervices for the deaf and hard of hearing,All net proceeds from Melody of EhsJockl4@yahoo.com or DeAnn toronto.org or www.amendez.com.
Cincinnati Postal Customer Councileither at Bend or another site, please cdusic 2006 will go to LifeNets Devel- Weis at Luky2binhb@yahoo.com.  July 2-4: Melody of Music, Lafayette,
Aaron Weis

meeting, which included a tour of thetact Mark or Barbara Welch at (918) 24%ping Nations Scholarship Fund that
Cincinnati Bulk Mail Center. The pur- 4325 or mark_welch@ucg.org.
pose of the tour was to help postal cus-

helps more than 60 United Church of
Mark Welch God youth and young adults attend uni-

Indiana (www.momQ7.com).
July 13-16: Teen/Young Adult Week-
end in Garden Grove, California

tomers better understand why sortation

and barcoding help keep the cost
postage down.

The Cincinnati Bulk Mail Center is

a huge facility, covering 55 acres.

has 166 dock spaces and over 33 miles
of conveyors in the 543,150-square This July 4th weekend the Lafayette,

Paul Wasilkoff, Larry Perkins,
Richard Kennebeck, Doris Phelps,
Connie Seelig and Carole Gholson
listen to Post Office employee on
tour (photo by Janet Treadway)

foot building. Cincinnati is sixth in tors can bring a tent, pop-up, RV or jusfoung people ages 13 to 25 are welduly 1: Creation Seminars on Noah’s Seminars, Calgary, Alberta.

volume of mail processed in the 21camp underneath the stars.
bulk mail centers in the United States. A video promo is available on theration fee to help cover the cost of the
Home office staff members whoWeb site. Please register on the site\aeekend meals and activities.
attended were Richard Kennebeck andww.mom07.com; by telephone, (765) For more information on Southern
Paul Wasilkoff from the Information 404-6509; by fax, (765) 447-7051; or b alifornia’s “O.C. Summer Bash,” you

versity or finish high school.

(Luky2binhb@yahoo.com).

Wild Game Recipe

of July 20-23: Bluegrass Family Fun Week

Sabbath services on July 1 will be a .
2 p.m. A detailed map to services in Wesbeadlme AUg- 1

Lafayet[e Hosting end at Sally Buffalo Park near Cadiz
. Lafayette is located on the Web site Ohio (www.ucgnet.org/wheeling/blue-
ItMelOdy of Music www.ucg-lafayette.org. The Loveland, Colorado, congrega- grass).

Tony Pacelli tion would appreciate more recipes tAug. 5-6: Denver, Colorado, 50th
make their wild game cookbook as com- Anniversary (larry_neff@ucg.org).
plete as possible. All profit will be donat- Aug. 6: Ocoee white-water rafting trip,
ed to the United Youth Camp Scholar- hosted by Cleveland, Tennesse:
ship Fund. Please contact Tammie congregation. Details next issue, ¢
Pearce at pearcet@heska.com or write contact Allen Dance at (423) 855
her at 617 N. 1st St., Johnstown, CO 0868 or at allendance@hotmail.con
80534. The deadline is Aug. 1, afterAug. 21-25: ABC Continuing Education
which the book will be produced with  Seminars, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Sept. 3: Second Annual UCG Hous
ton Music Festival.
Sept. 9-10: ABC Continuing Educatior
Seminars, Denver, Colorado.

Indiana, brethren are sponsoring Melody . .

of Music, aweekend of camping, ChrisSouthern California

tian music and fellowship. A variety of;

music is being planned, including jazzHOIdS YOUFIg Adult/

folk, rock, country, blues and muchTeen Weekend

more. Some of the other activities

include swimming, bike rides, a nature

hunt, face painting, horseshoes, check-The Garden Grove, California, con-the available recipes.

ers and a fireworks display by the owrgregation will be hosting a summer

er of the campgrounds. weekend for young adults and teens on
The chef has been planning a nutrihe weekend of July 13 to 16. Activities

tious menu with campers’ health irinclude a meet-and-greet pool partyCalendar of Events Oct. 28-29: ABC Continuing Education

mind, or campers can bring their owbeach bonfire, Sabbath brunch/Bible Seminars, Atlanta, Georgia.

food. The Lafayette brethren want thestudy, followed by services (with guestune 10-11: Fifth annual Family Week-Nov. 4-5: ABC Continuing Education

guests to share this event for thetays  speaker, Clyde Kilough), open gym end, St. Petersburg/Tampa, Florida Seminars, Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas.

with a minimum preparation time. Visi-night, beach party and a farewell dance. (http://ucg-tampabay.org/). Nov. 11-12: ABC Continuing Education

Larry Neff

come. There is a $20 per person regis- Ark and Early Man, Toronto, Ontario. Nov. 18-19: ABC Continuing Education
Guest speaker: Arold Mendez Sr. Seminars, Morton, lllinois (dates still
For more information, contactAntho-  tentative).

ny Wasilkoff by e-mail at antho- Please send calendar items 1
ny_wasilkoff@ucg.ca or by phone atmike_bennett@ucg.org.

Attention Published Authors and Musicians!

We occasionally hear of United Church of God members who have published a ba
recorded a CD. Congratulations! These are great accomplishments, and we know many mem-
bers would be interested to know about your achievements. Though we strive to avp
moting or seeming to advertise any products, for news and informational purposes we
like to feature the published authors and musicians in a special section of theitgdst
NewsPlease take a few minutes to answer these questions and send a photograph b

1. Your Name, Congregation and Pastor's Name.

2. Name of book(s) published or musical recording(s) produced in the last five| years
(include date of publication or production).

3. Tell a little bit about the work(s) and how it (they) came about.

4. Tell a little bit about yourself (date of baptism, church activities, family, hobbies,

5. Optional: Comments from one or two Church members about your accomplishment.

6. Web address or e-mail address for more information.

Please send with a recent photo (conforming to biblical standards) by July 10 by e:
Mike_Bennett@ucg.org or by mailtimited Newd?.0. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-102

We reserve the right to use or not use items at our discretion and to edit for clarj
length; 250-word maximum length.

Periodicals Postage Paid
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices
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