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Greensboro Brethren 
Enjoy Summer Retreat at 
Millennial Setting

On Aug. 7 to 9, the Greensboro, North 
Carolina, congregation hosted its second 

annual family retreat at Camp Dickenson 
near Fries, Virginia. Brethren from several 
surrounding congregations enjoyed a week-
end of fun, fellowship and relaxation in a 
millennial setting. 

Activities began Friday evening with a 
Bible study around a campfire on the banks 
of the New River. Sabbath morning found 
our church family enjoying a breakfast of 
biscuits, gravy, sausage and eggs. Afternoon 
Sabbath services were followed by a cook-
out with all the trimmings. After sundown, 
everyone gathered around the piano for a 
sing-along as the moon rose over the Blue 
Ridge Mountains. On Sunday morning, the 
men treated everyone to a pancake breakfast 
before the early canoe trip down the river. 
After games and swimming in the new pool 
that afternoon, everyone said their warm 
goodbyes, promising to return next year.

Roger Williams 

Orlando Reminisces About 
Past 40 Years in Church of 
God

A special celebration in honor of the 40th 
anniversary of the Orlando, Florida, congre-
gation was held on the Sabbath of Aug. 29. 

The Orlando congregation first met on Aug. 
9, 1969, with approximately 100 people in 
attendance. Now 40 years later, nearly 150 
members of UCG met together to reminisce 
about the past and honor those who have 
remained faithful over those four decades.

A recorded message from former pas-
tor Robert Jones was played in part of the 

s e r m o n e t t e 
time. This was 
followed by a 
short history 
of the Orlando 
church given by 
Ted Japhet, one 
of the original 
members. Mes-
sages were read 
from Richard 
Thompson, the 
former pastor, 
and Harold Les-
ter, the former 
associate pas-
tor. The sermon 
“The History of 
God’s Church 
From A.D. 31 

to the Present” was given by Roy Demarest, 
the current pastor. 

Following services, the five original members 
cut a special anniversary cake. The celebration 
ended with a one-hour slide show of members 
and activities over the last 40 years. It was a full 
and rewarding day for all who attended. 

Roy Demarest

Active Senior Turns 99 on 
9/9/09

When regional pastor Paul Suckling first 
met Ethel McMullen, it was not under the 

most normal of circumstances. The then 
90-year-old woman was descending from 

her roof where she had 
just finished attending to 
shingles in need of repair.

Mrs. McMullen, born 
in 1910 in South Berwick, 
Maine, turned 99 on the 
ninth day of the ninth 
month of this year, 2009, 
weighing 99 pounds. 

The passing of time has 
not kept Mrs. McMullen 
from remaining active. In 
years past, she would rou-
tinely mow all three acres 
of her property on a rid-
ing lawn mower, in addi-
tion to making her own 
maple syrup. However, 

she has begun needing help 
with the heavy lifting involved 
with syrup production.

“I’m slowing down a little,” 
she said.

Baptized in 1961 by Carl 
McNair in what she referred to 
as “the polluted water of the 
ocean,” Mrs. McMullen has 
not once regretted committing 
her life to God and choosing 
to walk His way of life. Since 
2000, she has read the Bible 
from cover to cover 19 times 
and prays every day for the 
brethren, seeing difficult times 
coming for the young people of 
God’s Church.

To those new to the faith, her advice is 
simple but filled with importance: “Remain 
faithful.” Her favorite scripture, an admoni-
tion from Christ found in Revelation 3:11, 
emphasizes that advice: “Behold, I am com-
ing quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no 
one may take your crown.”

Mrs. McMullen has spent almost half a 
century holding fast her crown. The staff of 
United News would like to thank her for set-
ting such a lasting example and wish her all 
the best in the year ahead!

Jeremy Lallier

Seniors Honored in 
Columbia, Maryland

The Columbia, Maryland, congregation 
honored 14 of our senior citizens at a special 

brunch served before church services on the 
Sabbath of Feb. 14.  Our pastor and his wife, 
Tim and Valerie Waddle, were in attendance 
as well. The meal was prepared by the ladies 
in the church; and some of the youth, dressed 
in white dress shirts and black pants, acted 
as servers. Seeing the young people interact 
with the seniors of the congregation was 
heartwarming. One of the seniors comment-
ed that the brunch was “an elegant event.” 
There are plans to have an activity for the 
seniors annually.

Rhonda Diggins

Portsmouth Celebrates 40th 
Anniversary

On Sabbath, July 25, 2009, the Portsmouth, 
Ohio, congregation hosted its 40th anniver-
sary celebration with over 120 in attendance. 
Over the past 40 years, the congregation has 

met in at least four locations before settling 
at our current hall in West Portsmouth.

Several ministers have served the congre-
gation over the years. However, the first resi-
dent pastor, Dave Treybig, and the current 
pastor, Gary Smith, have served the brethren 
in Portsmouth for 28 of the 40 years.  

Two guest speakers and their wives arrived 
for Sabbath services. After reminiscing with 
a couple of stories, Ken Pulliam delivered 
a sermonette titled “True Compassion 
Requires Action.” Mr. Treybig then encour-
aged young and old to “Stay the Course.” 
Mr. Treybig observed that after 23 years, 
he was encouraged to see that there are still 
many familiar faces in the congregation.

Between the messages, Kevin Call was 
ordained a local elder. Mr. Call has been a 
part of the Portsmouth congregation since 
he was a child.  

After services, the brethren were able to enjoy 
a delicious potluck meal accompa-
nied by cake and ice cream while 
everyone fellowshipped and caught 
up with old friends.  After the meal, 
the congregation was treated to a 
video presentation put together by 
Daniel Evans and Rick Shoemaker. 
This video chronicled the Ports-
mouth church from its beginning at 
the Steelworkers’ Hall and followed 
our history of halls, ministers and 
events to the current day. The video 
incorporated personal interviews 
with several of the earliest members 
who are still attending services in 
Portsmouth.

With the end of the presentation, many 
continued to visit and share experiences from 
their time as members in Portsmouth.

Debbie Call

Recent Grad Designated 
National AP Scholar

Cody Dreaden, son of Art and Sandra 
(Spieker) Dreaden 
of Crestview, Flor-
ida, has earned 
the designation of 
National AP Schol-
ar. To qualify, a stu-
dent must receive an 
average grade of at 
least 4 on all College 
Board Advanced 
Placement exams 
taken and grades of 

Brethren gather for a Friday night Bible study along the banks of the 
New River just prior to sundown (photo by Leonard Rinehart)

Five of Orlando’s original members. From left to right: Ted 
and Johanna Japhet, Andy Smith, Jim Dickenson, Robin 
(Japhet) PerMar

Ethel McMullen

The youth of the Columbia congregation serve the 
attendees of the senior citizens’ brunch

Kevin Call stands in the middle after being ordained 
an elder  

Cody Dreaden
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Births
Robert and Tracy (Crow) Ogaz of 

the San Jose, California, congregation 
are happy to announce the birth of 

their first child, a beautiful boy named 
Connor Elijah Ogaz. Connor was born 
on Aug. 29, 2009, at 7:39 p.m. Connor 
weighed 7 pounds 8½ ounces and was 
20½ inches long. Very proud grand-
parents are Sandi Ogaz of Pomona, 
California, and Fred and Sue Crow 
of the San Jose, California, congrega-
tion.

Henry Amadeus Boise was born 
at home after 12½ hours of diffi-
cult labor on Aug. 11, 2008, to the 
beaming Reuben and Andrea Boise 
of Cincinnati, Ohio. He weighed 7 
pounds 11½ ounces and measured 
19 inches long. He had the umbilical 
cord wrapped twice around his neck 
with his hand between the wraps, but 
thanks to God’s involvement he was 
born without any complications. He 
currently enjoys eating a good book, 
blowing on bellies, pulling himself 
up and seeing how fast he can get his 
parents to dive after him. In the near 

future, he’ll be climbing to newfound 
heights and will finally be fast enough 

to really have fun in the dirt.

Joshua and Tamara (Crow) Reyn-
olds of the Sacramento, California, 
congregation are thrilled to announce 
the birth of their first child, a beauti-
ful boy named Yoshiyahu Ray Reyn-
olds. Yoshi was born on Aug. 7, 2009, 

at 11:19 a.m.  He weighed 7 pounds 
11 ounces and was 20 ¾ inches long. 
Very proud grandparents are Wilda 
McGaughey of the Eureka, Califor-
nia, congregation and Fred and Sue 

Crow of the San Jose, California, 
congregation.

Justin and Kimberly Rivers of the 
West Palm Beach, Florida, congrega-
tion are proud to announce the birth 
of their first child, Cole Jude Rivers. 

He was born Aug. 13, 2009, weighing 
7 pounds and 9 ounces and measuring 
21 inches long. He is the fifth grand-
child of Tony and Edie Carreiro of 
Florida. Both parents are joyful for the 
miracle of their son and give thanks 
to the Lord for all His blessings. He 
came into the world wide-eyed with 
the strong voice of a new servant of 
God and a soldier of Christ!

Engagements
Karen Hazelip of the Phoenix, Ari-

zona, East congregation and David 
and Hiromi Mirigian of the Oakland, 
California, congregation are elated 
to announce the engagement of their 
children, Micah Campbell and Mark 
Mirigian. On July 11 at sunrise, Mark 
proposed to Micah while camping with 
family at Mormon Lake, Arizona. Mark 

and Micah are planning a late 2010 wed-
ding and will live in California.

Weddings
James and Amy Hargarten of the 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, congregation 
are very pleased to announce the mar-
riage of their daughter, Amy Suzanne, to 
Kyle Davis, son of Carol Baker and Clay 

Davis, on Aug. 2, 2009. Over 120 people 
enjoyed the beautiful day at the Maple 
Grove Community Center, as they cele-
brated the beginning of their life together 
as husband and wife. 

The wedding party included maid of 
honor Jessica Randle, bridesmaids Ali-
cia Hargarten, Larissa Bosserman and 
Gina Hoskins and flower girls Olivia 
and Cecilia Witt. Corbin Rose was the 
best man. Groomsmen were Joel and 
Jeffrey Hargarten, Brian Reed and junior 
groomsman, Jonathan Hargarten. Mike 
Hanisko performed the ceremony. 

During the ceremony, Amy performed 
a piano piece she wrote herself for Kyle, 
and Kyle read two poems he had writ-
ten for her. It was a very touching part of 
the ceremony. There was a catered meal 
followed by a dance, which everyone 
enjoyed. The couple resides in Brooklyn 
Park, Minnesota.

Rick and Debbie Zimmerman of 
Pendleton, Indiana, and Peter and Terri 
Eddington of Cincinnati, Ohio, are 
pleased to announce the marriage of their 
children, Tiffany Zimmerman and Mat-

thew Eddington. Their wedding took 
place in Greenwood, Indiana, on July 
12, 2009. The couple were surrounded 
by more than 175 family members and 
friends during the touching, personal 
occasion. 

Cole Jude Rivers

Amy and Kyle Davis

Matthew and 
Tiffany Eddington

Mark Mirigian and 
Micah Campbell

4 or higher on eight or more of these exams. 
Cody, who is also a National Merit Scholar, 
earned a 5 (the highest score possible) on all 
10 exams taken, earning 45 hours of college 
credit. Cody is a freshman at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville, majoring in mechani-
cal engineering, and attends the Ocala con-
gregation.

Sandra Dreaden

Seattle Church Observes 
50th Anniversary

The Seattle congregation celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of the Church of 
God in Seattle Sept. 12. The highlights 
of the day were sermons by Dennis 
Luker and Bob Dick and the congrega-
tion’s monthly potluck social. 

During the introductory sermon by 
Mr. Luker, attendance was reported at 
235. Mr. Luker requested that all of the 
original members of the “Radio Church 
of God” (1968 and before) come forward 
to be recognized. Fittingly, for the 50th 
anniversary there were 50 original mem-
bers that came forward. There were not 
only original adult members but many of 
their children who came into the Church 
during this era. It was a worthy tribute 
to faithfulness and raising families in the 

Proverbs 22:6 tradition, “Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it.”

Afterwards, the congregation was dis-
missed for the potluck meal, fellowship and 
to peruse the history display of photos and 
news articles set up by several members. 
Gold tablecloths, flowers and balloons dec-
orated the tables for the abundant feast. A 
big thanks go to all who came to worship 
and fellowship on this special day and to the 
many who worked diligently to make the day 
and potluck a success.

Larry Hardison

57 Woman Attend Colorado 
Women’s Weekend

The Colorado Women’s Weekend was held 
at the Highlands Retreat in Allenspark, Col-
orado, just south of Estes Park, from Friday 
evening, July 31, to Sunday afternoon, Aug. 
2. The theme was “A Woman After God’s 
Own Heart” based on a book by Elizabeth 
George.  

Linda Neff opened the weekend on Friday 
night by welcoming the 57 women from all 
areas of the United States.

Clyde Kilough spoke for Sabbath services. 
His sermon discussed Mary and Martha from 
Luke 10:42, “Mary has chosen that good part, 
and it will not be taken away from her.”

The women enjoyed three guest speak-
ers. Dee Kilough spoke on “What We as 
Women Can Bring to the Temple.” It was a 
wonderful talk on learning how God would 
like His women to serve Him in His Tem-
ple. Lisa Damour gave a talk on “The Joy 
of Stress.” She gave a very colorful talk on 
how to rid ourselves of all the heavy burdens 
that weigh us down. The third guest speaker 
was Marian Sargent. Her moving talk was 
“Leadership Fulfillment for Women.” She 
focused on developing leadership with the 
right motive, realizing Christ will use both 
men and women equally to teach and rule in 
God’s Kingdom.  

Two local women also gave talks. Connie 
Ashley, in her speech titled “Strengthening 
the Body,” spoke on ways to build stronger 
relationships and bonds as women in the 
Body of Christ. Beth Bradford in “A Mar-
riage of a Lifetime” broke down the lyrics 
of a song that describes the relationship we 
should have with God.

The women participated in a roundtable 
discussion on different characteristics of the 
heart. Sheila Wagoner directed an insight-
ful table-topic discussion on “Priorities.” 
Everyone was able to enjoy the good food 
and drink in the beauty of the mountains 
surrounding the area.  

Beth Bradford

Local Church Updates: If your con-
gregation’s news and events are rarely 
covered in United News, why not check 
with your pastor and write something 
for him to send in? We’re looking for 
100- to 300-word articles and photo-
graphs with captions. Please include a 
self-addressed envelope if you would like 
photos returned. Include the author’s 
and photographer’s names and your 
phone number. Please double-check the 
spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.

Announcements

Henry Amadeus Boise

Yoshiyahu Ray Reynolds

Connor Elijah Ogaz

Bob and Dyanne Dick stand by 50th anniversary 
cakes with LeeAnn and Dennis Luker
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The ceremony was performed by 
Peter Eddington, the groom’s father. 
Leesa Zimmerman, sister of the bride, 
served as maid of honor, while Camden 
Eddington, brother of the groom, served 
as best man. Brothers of the bride and 
groom, Blake Zimmerman and Marc 
Eddington played guitar during the cer-
emony. The couple has made their home 
in Anderson, Indiana.

Obituaries
Doris Jean (Elliot) Forson, a long-

time member of the Church of God 
and resident of Lubbock, Texas, died 
on June 7, 2009, at the age of 78. Doris 
was born May 6, 1931, in Thermal, 
California. She married Ken Forson 
on Jan. 26, 1980. She was baptized in 
July of 1967. 

Those left to celebrate her life are her 
husband, Ken; son, Steven (Kay) Elliot; 
daughter, Becky (Larry) Palmer; two 
stepdaughters, Katherine Turner and 
Margaret Bosma; eight grandchildren; 
and eight great-grandchildren. Doris was 
preceded in death by one son, Gary.

Doris was well known for her many 
flowers. She truly loved her yard and 

her potted “babies.” She loved God’s 
creations. 

Doris became ill during the last 18 
months of her life, developing lung and 
brain cancer. 

Through the multiple trials of tests 
and treatment, Doris remained steadfast 
in her calling. She still had a sweet smile 
for all, and thoroughly appreciated the 
cards, prayers and encouragement from 
her friends in Christ.

She’s now resting and fully at peace, 
awaiting the finishing touch of God’s 
hands and the fulfillment of His prom-
ises.

Rebecca (Child) Lesko, 59, died on 
Friday, June 19, 2009, at her home in 
Freedom Township, Ohio. She was the 
last of three children born to Glen and 
Sadie Child of Peoria, Illinois. 

She started attending the Peoria 
congregation when she was a teenager. 
Rebecca was courageous and stood up 
for her personal beliefs even when faced 

with opposition. She was a very good 
reflexologist, artist, poet, teacher and 
cake decorator. All of her children were 
born at home. She was also a strong 
believer in homeschooling.

She married Bruce Lesko on March 
10, 1977, and was a member of the 
Akron, Ohio, congregation. 

In addition to her husband, she is 
survived by a brother and sister in Cali-
fornia; her children, Amanda Bryant, 
Andrea Boise, Jason and Kirk Lesko; 
and five grandchildren.

Helen Irene Smith, a longtime mem-
ber of the Church of God, died of cancer 
on July 2, 2009.

Helen was born on Jan. 6, 1928, to 
Leo and Lulu Zanetti in Springfield, 
Massachusetts. She met Lewis Smith in 
the barracks of Westover Field, Massa-
chusetts, where he was stationed in the 
army in 1947; and they were married on 
Feb. 26, 1949.  

On March 1, 1969, Helen and Lew 
were baptized and began attending 
church in Southern California in what 
is now the United Church of God con-
gregation in Garden Grove. After mov-
ing from Southern California to Las 
Vegas, Nevada, and Bronte, Texas, they 
settled in Joplin, Missouri, where they 
remained members of the Joplin con-
gregation of the United Church of God 
until Helen’s failing health made it dif-
ficult to attend.

Helen developed a very close group 
of friends from the cancer network 
that she had started. She continued 
corresponding with them until just 
before her death. She also had a close 
network of church friends from around 
the country. She loved to work in the 
yard and mow the lawn—but she did 
not like to cook!

Helen is survived by her husband 
of 60 years, Lew Smith; sons Glenn 
Smith and Marty Smith; daughters 
Barbara Smith and Bonnie Greider; 
nine grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.  

Lucille B. Boone, a member of the 
Laurel, Mississippi, congregation, died 

May 26, 2009, from cancer at the age 
of 76. 

She was born in Brooklyn, New 
York, and lived most of her life in Mas-
sachusetts and Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
She was deeply loved by God’s people 
in both Mississippi and New England. 
Lucille was preceded in death by her 
daughter, Mary Boone Stephens, and 
is survived by two sons, Johnny Boone 
and Peter Boone; a daughter, Vera 
Boone; and one granddaughter.

A dedicated follower of God, Lucille 
attended her first Feast of Tabernacles in 
1962. Lucille loved to write poetry and 
was well known for her hand-written 
letters. Even though her frame was 
small and body frail, she was tough as 
nails. Throughout her many struggles in 
life including cancer in her final years, 
she never complained and always spoke 
of how God had blessed her abundantly. 
Her mind remained fixed on Christ’s 
return, God’s coming Kingdom and on 
praying for God’s people and her family 
even until her dying breath.  

A memorial service was held at 
Riverfront Pavilion Park in Vicksburg 
on June 7. Organized by her daughter, 
Vera, and conducted by her pastor, 
Andy Burnett, resurrection scriptures 
were addressed followed by attendees’ 
reflections on Lucille’s impact on their 
lives. Paul Suckling, her pastor while 
she lived in New England, conducted a 
memorial service in her remembrance 
after the Sabbath service on July 11. 

Here is a piece of advice from Lucille: 
“Spend time trying to make your mate 
happier than they make you. This is a 
win/win deal, and can also apply to chil-
dren, employers, neighbors, coworkers 
and others. Applying this in your life 
keeps you too busy to complain.”

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.

Doris Forson

Rebecca Lesko

Helen Smith

Lucille Boone

Letters
Homebound Brethren 
Grateful for MP3 Sermons

The MP3 CDs that you send us are a 
great blessing to us. We cannot attend 
services because of my husband’s 
health. I need the sermons and the con-
tact with the Church. 

We get the tapes of the sermons that 
are given at Church every week. And 
they pipe us into the services, which we 
can hear in the speakerphone. These 
are all a lifesaver for us, especially me. 
Thank you for the CDs.

Bryan, Ohio

Bible Study Course “a 
Wonderful Eye-Opener”

Thank you so much for offering 
free booklets and the free Bible Study 
Course. I have wanted to study and 
read more for a while but couldn’t 
afford what others wanted me to pay. I 
so appreciate all you are doing. 

God bless you all.
Rio Rancho, New Mexico

Thank you again for the second 
Bible lesson, a great blessing to us. 
Also, all the booklets are a wonderful 
eye-opener spiritually. We have found 
a small gathering of people to worship 
with on Sabbath in our little town and 
have met the [UCG] pastor, a wonder-

ful man. Thank you and thank God for 
the free literature and lessons.

Anonymous 

Americans in Germany 
Thankful to Find the Truth

I have requested numerous booklets 
and other literature from you over the 
past year and would like to contribute 
to your printing fund. Please accept the 
enclosed donation to help cover and 
support your operating costs.

We are Americans living in Ger-
many and are not able to fellowship 
with anyone at this time. (Yes, I have 
contacted the Church here, but the fel-
lowships are too far for me to drive and 
not in English anyway!) 

Your printed material has been the 
most comforting, exciting and ground-
ing information I have ever read, and I 
want you to know how thankful I am 
for every single bit of it! I homeschool 
my two daughters (12 and 14) and I have 
taught every booklet and every paper/
magazine article to them. We are cur-
rently going through your Bible course 
together. They are also convinced that 
we have found the truth! Finally, every-
thing fits as it should!

In approximately 18 months, we 
should be returning to the States, and 
we hope to find a congregation near to 

us. Until that time, we stay in prayer for 
our brothers and sisters, whom we have 
not yet met, and we look forward to the 
day we have like-minded people to fel-
lowship with! 

Many, many thanks for these mate-
rials. I have spent many years in the 
Word and always thought I was alone 
in the world because I saw things so 
differently. Then I found you! Praise 
God, I have family! I am sure you folks 
are the Church of the Bible. 

Warmest regards in every way. 
Again, I thank you, and my daughters 
thank you very much.

Vilseck, Germany

Readers From U.K. Comment 
About Our Literature

I get such comfort from reading The 
Good News.

Lincolnshire, England

I am a new Christian. Your articles 
have given me good understanding and 
comfort. I would like to know how to 
get baptized. Your magazine reached 
me at a good time and is just what I 
needed. Thank you.

Liverpool, England

I am able to share with my daughter 
and two grandchildren. Your booklets 

are what we have been asking about, 
and I thank you for your teaching. I 
have sent a donation just before the 
magazine arrived and will send some 
next month so the work of God can 
continue. God bless this ministry. A 
breath of fresh air has come our way.

Bristol, England

GN Commentary Receives 
Positive Feedback 

This comment was posted on You-
Tube in response to the GN Commen-
tary “Health Care Reform” by Gary 
Antion.

Professional commentary. I am sur-
prised that not too many people watch 
this channel. I would have watched it 
just because it has excellent presenta-
tions in English and deep insights into 
some political or economic issues. 
Thanks for that.

Russia

Avid GN Reader Writes From 
the Greek Islands

Thank you so much for all the inter-
esting news you bring us. I thoroughly 
enjoy reading the magazine from cover 
to cover. I have it by my bedside as I 
enjoy rereading many articles again 
and again. I also print out some articles 
and pass them on to friends. Thank you 

so much for the spiritual uplift. 
Santorini, Greece

Beyond Today and Good News 
Help Rebuild Confidence

I have just watched my first episode 
of Beyond Today on your Web site and 
would like to thank you for the infor-
mation supplied via this program. I 
will be watching the program more 
often now that I know I can get it on 
the Internet. I already subscribe to the 
Good News magazine and other publi-
cations and always find them fulfilling 
and accurate for today.

My circumstances have changed 
recently due to the financial crisis and 
my job was made redundant. Your 
magazine has helped me keep some 
faith in the world today and kept my 
sanity intact during this hard time. I 
have now found some part-time work 
and hope to rebuild my confidence.

Melbourne, Australia

Letters to the Editor: Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. Comments 
and suggestions are welcome. Please let 
us know if you would like your name 
printed. Mail to: United News, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027 or e-mail un@ucg.org.



attend as a staff member to help mentor 
Mr. Johnson in his new assignment. 

Mr. Dobson has been directing Camp 
Woodmen for 11 years and has decided 
to turn that job over to someone else. 
The camp team deeply appreciates the 
years of service on the camp team by 
Mr. Dobson and his wife, Denise.

Bill Johnson was hired earlier this 
year as assistant pastor in the East 
Texas, Ruston and Texarkana church 
circuit. He and his wife, Dawn, along 
with their four children, live in Tyler, 
Texas.

Ken Treybig

New Ministers 
Ordained

On July 25, Kevin Call was ordained 
into the ministry. He and his wife, Deb-
bie, are serving in the Portsmouth, Ohio, 
congregation.

Paul Vaughan was ordained into the 
ministry on Aug. 29. He and his wife, 
Susan, are serving in Bacchus Marsh, 
Victoria, Australia, and surrounding 
congregations.

On Sept. 12, Philip Aust was 
ordained into the ministry. He and his 

wife, Sarah, are serving in the Atlanta, 
Georgia, congregation.

On the Day of Atonement, Sept. 28, 
Stanley Hopper and Ken Thomson 
were ordained into the ministry. Mr. 
Hopper and his wife, Denise, serve in 
the Tulsa, Oklahoma. Mr. Thomson 
and his wife, Krissie, serve in the San 
Antonio, Texas, congregation.

To date, 22 elders have been ordained 
to the ministry in 2009.

Vocal Hymnal Project 
Completed

After eight months of three-hour 
recording sessions once (sometimes 
twice) a week, a small choral group 
of members in Cincinnati, Ohio, com-
pleted the recording of the entire UCG 
hymnal on Aug. 19. A total of 34 nights 
were spent hard at work to record the 
191 hymns in four-part harmony. 

Choir director Ken Shoemaker and 
his group of singers began the ambitious 
project on Dec. 16, 2008.  Over the course 
of the eight months of recording sessions, 
each participant dedicated about 100 
hours, for a total of 1,200 hours donated 
by all involved. In addition, Clint Porter 
and Mr. Shoemaker will spend many 
more hours editing each song. 

“Those who dedicated themselves 
to serve in this project did so in spite of 
fatigue, sickness, disabilities, jobs and 
bad weather,” said Mr. Shoemaker. “Even 
though prayer preceded each night’s ses-
sion, there were times when we just had 

to stop and all ask God for the strength 
and ability to continue that night.” 

Requests have been made for several 
years from small congregations that do 
not have a piano or pianist to have vocal 
recordings of all the hymns in order to 
learn them. 

“I really appreciate this service 
project,” commented Clyde Kilough, 
president of the United Church of God. 
“It’s going to be a great service to the 
Church.”

He went on to say, “It will help son-

gleaders in particular to lead and intro-
duce some of the beautiful but perhaps 
unfamiliar hymns in the book.”

Additionally, it is the hope of those 
involved with the hymnal project that 
everyone in the Church can receive a 
copy in order to help them learn all 
of the hymns or to simply enjoy lis-
tening to a group of talented singers 
perform them. 

“We’ll provide copies for every 
church area,” said Mr. Kilough, “and 
they can, in turn, reproduce copies 
for the brethren for their listening 
enjoyment.”

Mr. Porter hopes to finish editing 
the 191 hymns around the time of the 
spring Holy Days, after which CDs 
will be available for distribution. 

Elizabeth Cannon

Writing Workshop 
Planned for WFW

Media and Communications 
Services is planning to offer a four-
hour writing workshop for a select 
group of interested attendees at the 
Winter Family Weekend in Louisville, 
Kentucky.

To apply for this program, send the 
following information by e-mail to 
mike_bennett@ucg.org: name, e-mail 
address, pastor’s name (we will contact 
the pastor for a recommendation), 
writing-related education and 
experience.

Also, in 100 words or less, please tell 
us why you would like to take this writ-
ing workshop. Please also send a sample 
of your writing.

Space is limited. Those accepted will 
be notified by e-mail.

Mike Bennett

If You Read Church 
Publications Online...

Several people who read UCG pub-
lications on our Web sites have asked 
how they can cancel their hard-copy 
subscriptions.

Members can cancel subscriptions 
by contacting Connie Seelig at connie_
seelig@ucg.org.

Although the Church doesn’t actu-
ally produce electronic subscriptions, 
online readers can sign up for e-mail 
updates/newsletters at www.ucg.org/
email-newsletters. By doing this they 
will receive notification of all the new 
things put on our Web sites, including 
the PDF and HTML versions of The 
Good News, Vertical Thought and 
World News and Prophecy. 

Since only select United News 
articles are put in HTML, and with 
the large page format that is hard to 
read online, we don’t advise members 
to cancel their United News subscrip-
tions. Also, if a member stops getting 
United News, he or she will not get the 
Camp Magazine or Feast brochures 
either, since they are mailed from the 
same list.

“If you prefer not to read publica-
tions online, there is no pressure to 
do so,” said Larry Salyer, Media and 
Communications Services operation 
manager. The Church just wants to 
make this option available to those who 
no longer use the printed magazines.

Mike Bennett

Calendar of Events
Nov. 14-15: Twin Cities Women’s 

Conference 2009, ericksoncc@
comcast.net. 

Dec. 22-26: Winter Family Weekend, 
Louisville, Kentucky.

Dec. 25-27: Northwest Weekend, 
Vancouver, Washington, www.
ucgpdx.org.

Dec. 28, 2009-Jan. 3, 2010: Winter 
Camp, galeblack@comcast.net. 

Jan. 15-17: Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend, “Uniquely You— 
Uniquely Me,” Garden Grove, 
California, garden-grove.ucg.org.

Feb. 12-15: Midwest Presidents’ 
Day Family Weekend, Branson, 
Missouri.

Feb. 13: WNP Seminar, Seattle, 
Washington.

April 24: WNP Seminar, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada.

■ 2009 Feast 
Video
Watch the Feast 
of Tabernacles 
video, The 
Kingdom of God 
Is Righteousness, 
Peace and 
Joy, on the 
Feast Web 
site at feast.ucg.org.

■ 2009 Feast Sermons
Listen to archived Feast sermons from 
Snowshoe, West Virginia; Wisconsin Dells, 
Wisconsin; Bend, Oregon; or Kelowna, British 
Columbia at feast.ucg.org/sermons.

■ UCG Facebook Fanpage Has 
Over 2,000 Fans and Counting
On Oct. 15 the UCG fanpage on Facebook 
passed the 2,000-fan mark. To become a 
fan, go to www.tinyurl.com/ucgfacebook.

Featured 
Link
■ Members’ 
Web Site
members.
ucg.org

If you have 
questions or 
comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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News
At a Glance

Applications are now being taken for the spring 
Biblical Education Tour, “The Footsteps of Paul,” 
in the modern land of Turkey.

The goal of next spring’s program, to take place 
March 17-31, 2010, is to provide on-location oppor-
tunities for instruction of the New Testament 
including Acts, the Pauline Epistles and Revelation. 
The timing of the tour will allow members from 
all regions of the world to share this educational 
experience plus Passover, Night to Be Observed 
and the First Day of Unleavened Bread.

From the various departure points, the brethren 
will gather in Istanbul to begin the tour. Here we 
will visit some of history’s great markers of this 
crossroads city and explore the archeological muse-
um, viewing such significant finds as the entrance 
stone from Hezekiah’s tunnel in Jerusalem.

From there, the journey will follow the path of 
first-century travel with important sites like Tar-

sus and Antioch, where 
Paul’s ministry began. 
The tour will highlight 
Cappadocia, Konya 
(Iconium), Pamphylia, 
the hot springs of Hier-
apolis and Laodicea, 
and then over to the 
coast with Ephesus and 
Pergamon, the crown-
ing jewels of Turkey’s 
excavations.

The deadline for 
applications for this 
tour is Nov. 30. Com-
plete details of the tour can be found online at www.
travelgallery.com, or you can call (800) 858-6999 for 
a packet to be mailed to you.

David Register

Follow the “Footsteps of Paul” in Turkey

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices




