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PRINCIPLES IN SERVING GOD (Part 1)
by Mario Seiglie  2/1/2025



1. KEEP SHARPENING THE AX – YOUR MIND

Eccl. 10:10 Lincoln knew it was not good to 

try to cut down a tree with a dull ax. The same 

principle applies to sharpening our minds.
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2. ABOVE ALL THINGS, SEEK GODLY WISDOM 

Pr. 4:7-9
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3. KNOW THE STATE OF YOUR FLOCK

Pr. 27:23 It applies to the home, work and the 

Church.
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4. ABOVE ALL THINGS – DO NO HARM

2 Cor. 1:24

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbibleencyclopedia.com%2Fpictures%2FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbibleencyclopedia.com%2Fpictures%2FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26docid%3DM-xJXhuAOdJZ4M%26tbnid%3DCDo7EamTZ1D86M%3A%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fbibleencyclopedia.com%252Fpictures%252FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm%26ei%3Dpax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ%26psig%3DAFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w%26ust%3D1400372774212037&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26docid%3DM-xJXhuAOdJZ4M%26tbnid%3DCDo7EamTZ1D86M%3A%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fbibleencyclopedia.com%252Fpictures%252FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm%26ei%3Dpax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ%26psig%3DAFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w%26ust%3D1400372774212037&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037


5. LEARN TO TAKE THE RESPONSIBILITY 

Ps. 78:72 David

Happy & Sad Ships – lesson of Dr. Van Lisman
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6. SHEPHERD’S CROOK & ROD - DIFFERENCE

Ps. 23:4 Both of them comfort tbe flock 
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7. LEARN TO PICK YOUR BATTLES

2 Cor. 1:23 Some things are not worth fighting over 
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8. LEARN PROPER WAY OF CORRECTION

Rev. 2: The Sandwich Approach to Correction
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9. BE MORE TOLERANT OF OTHERS, LESS OF SELF

John 8:3-11 Human nature has it backwards. 
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10. WALK FIRST IN THE OTHERS SHOES

Gal. 6:2 Before you criticize, first walk in the          

shoes of the other person. 
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11. EXAMPLE OF A SPIRITUAL BRAIN SURGEON 

James 3:1 Be careful what you wish for - accountability

brain surgeon – mistakes can be very costly
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12. DON’T STEW OVER CARDS OF LIFE GIVEN

1 Tim. 6:6-10 Don’t whine about the hand of cards 

you have received, rather seek to make the best of it.
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13. REMEMBER THE GOOD SAMARITAN

Luke 10:30-37 Do the paperwork on time 

but put people’s needs first
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14. STICK TO THE TRUNK OF THE TREE

The fundamental doctrines – and don’t do 

pirouettes on the doctrinal twigs – because you can 

easily fall off.
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15. LESSON OF THE GNAT & CAMEL

Don’t strain the technical gnat and swallow the 

spiritual camel

Straining 

the gnat  

Swallowing 

the spiritual

camel
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16. BE LOYAL BUT KEEP EYES OPEN

1 Cor. 11:1 & Acts 5:29

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbibleencyclopedia.com%2Fpictures%2FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbibleencyclopedia.com%2Fpictures%2FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26docid%3DM-xJXhuAOdJZ4M%26tbnid%3DCDo7EamTZ1D86M%3A%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fbibleencyclopedia.com%252Fpictures%252FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm%26ei%3Dpax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ%26psig%3DAFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w%26ust%3D1400372774212037&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=M-xJXhuAOdJZ4M&tbnid=CDo7EamTZ1D86M:&ved=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Di%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dimages%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26docid%3DM-xJXhuAOdJZ4M%26tbnid%3DCDo7EamTZ1D86M%3A%26ved%3D%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fbibleencyclopedia.com%252Fpictures%252FActs_8_Simon_the_sorcerer.htm%26ei%3Dpax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ%26psig%3DAFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w%26ust%3D1400372774212037&ei=pax2U5u9IoqRqgb5qYLAAQ&psig=AFQjCNFxhd5vZG4Tc0fj7_9l8xl1etC45w&ust=1400372774212037

