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Title of Todays Message:

Living Today with the Hope of the
Future:

The Words of Zechariah,
Hosea & Micah for Our Times




The Key Areas We Will Be Exploring Today

For each of the books we will briefly examine:
1. Historical Context
2. God’s View of Society at the Time
3. The Hope of the Future
4. The Life God Desires (“Call To Action™)
5. Practical Application Today
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Hosea: God’s View of Society At The Time

Hosea 4:1-2
Hosea 4:12-13
Hosea 7:1-2
Hosea 12:7-8

|_ack of Faithfulness, Truth, and Justice
dolatry and Immorality
Deep Rooted and Unrepented Sin

Dishonest Trade and Self-Reliance



A Vision of the Future

Hosea 2:18 New Living Translation

On that day | will make a covenant

with all the wild animals and the birds of the sky

and the animals that scurry along the ground

so they will not harm you.

| will remove all weapons of war from the land,
all swords and bows,

sSo you can live unafraid
In peace and safety.



Was That [t?



The Life God Desires (“Call To Action™)

Hosea 6:6 NKJV




The Life God Desires - Mercy

Hosea 6:6 NKJV

For | desire mercy!la and not sacrifice,
And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22174a

The Life God Desires - Mercy

Hosea 6:6 NKJV

For | desire mercy!2 and not sacrifice,
And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Mercy : T0n-- (chesed)
Kindess, Mercy, Steadfast Love

Describes love that is faithful and generous — even when
not deserved.

Often describes God’s love for His people — and calls
people to show the same kindness and mercy toward

others.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22174a

The Life God Desires - Mercy

Hosea 6:6 NKJV

For | desire mercy!@ and not sacrifice,
And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22174a

The Life God Desires - Mercy

Hosea 6:6 NKJV

For | desire mercy@ and not sacrifice,
And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Matthew 9:13 NKJV 13But go and learn what this
means: ‘| desire mercy and not sacrifice.” For | did not
come to call the righteous, but sinners, [@lto repentance.”

Matthew 12:7 NKJV 7But if you had known what this
means, ‘| desire mercy and not sacrifice,” you would not
have condemned the guiltless.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22174a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%209%3A13&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23393a

The Life God Desires - Mercy

Hosea 6:6 NKJV
| desire mercy!d and not sacrifice,

Matthew 9:13 NKJV
‘| desire mercy and not sacrifice.’

Matthew 12:7 NKJV
‘| desire mercy and not sacrifice,’



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22174a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%209%3A13&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23393a

The Life God Desires - Mercy

Luke 6:35-36 NKJV

35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
[alhoping for nothing in return; and your reward will
be great, and you will be sons of the Most High.
For He is kind to the unthankful and euvil.

36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also
IS merciful.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%206%3A35-36&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25182a

Practical Application Today

How Do We Show Mercy In Our Daily Lives?

Show Mercy to Those Who We Feel Don’t
Deserve It

Be a Constant, Caring Presence in
Someone’s Life

Care for the Vulnerable Without
Expecting Return




Zechariah

Prophet and Priest
6th Century BC
Persian Empire

Historical Context:
Return from Exile

Economic hardship and
stalled reconstruction

Spiritual apathy and loss
of hope
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/

Zechariah: God’s View of Society At The Time

Zec
Zec
Zec
Zec
Zec

naria
naria
naria
naria

naria

N 5:1-4

N 7:5—6

n 7:9-10
N 8:16-17

n 10:2

Dishonesty and Theft
nsincere Religious Practices
njustice and Oppression
Deceit and Unjust Practices

dolatry and False Guidance



A Vision of the Future

Zechariah 14:8 - 9 NKJV

And in that day it shall be

That living waters shall flow from Jerusalem,
Half of them toward Elthe eastern sea

And half of them toward [Ithe western sea;
In both summer and winter it shall occuir.

9 And the LORD shall be King over all the earth.
In that day it shall be—

“The LORD Is one,”

And His name one.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23077e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%2014&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-23077f

The Life God Desires (“Call To Action”)

Zechariah 7:8-9 ESV




The Life God Desires - Justice

Zechariah 7:8-9 ESV

8 And the word of the LORD came to Zechariah,
saying, ? “Thus says the LORD of hosts, Render true
judgments, show kindness and mercy to one
another,

New King James Version: “Execute true justice”

Judgement/Justice = vYwn- (mish-pat)




The Life God Desires - Justice

Genesis 18:16-19 Modern English Version

16 Then the men rose up and looked toward Sodom,
and Abraham went with them to see them on their
way. 1/ Then the LORD said, “Should | hide from
Abraham what | am doing, 18 since Abraham will
surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth will be blessed in him? 1°| chose
him, and he will instruct his children and his
household after him to keep the way of the LORD by
doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD
may bring to Abraham what He promised him.”



The Life God Desires - Justice

Strongs Topical Lexicon

“Covenant Faithfulness and Social Ethics Genesis
18:19 sets the program: Abraham’s children must
“keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and
just.” Justice Is therefore covenantal, not optional.
The prophets expose violations—oppressing the poor
(Isaiah 10:1-2), perverting courts (Amos 5:12),
abusing orphans and widows (Jeremiah 22:3). Micah
6:8 distills the ethical demand: “to act justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.™




The Life God Desires - Justice
Psalm 89:14 NKJV

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your
throne; Mercy and truth go before Your face.

Isalah 1:16 -17 NKJV

16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean;

Put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes.
Cease to do euvill,

17 earn to do good.;

Seek justice,

Rebuke [Elthe oppressor;

diDefend the fatherless,

Plead for the widow. 23


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%201%3A15-17&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-17672c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%201%3A15-17&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-17672d

The Life God Desires - Justice

Matthew 23:23 NKJV

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and
have neglected the weightier matters of the law:
justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have
done, without leaving the others undone.

Matthew 5:6 NKJV

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness,
For they shall be filled.



Practical Application Today

How can we render true judgements in our
daily lives?

Lift Up Those In Need
Treat Others Fairly and Respectfully
Reconcile Broken Relationships




Micah

Contemporary with Hosea
Micah = “Who is like God.”

Message directed primarily at Judah
(but also included Israel)

Judah (Southern Kingdom):

Judah remained intact — but
under constant attack

Under King Ahaz of Judah
became a vassal of Assyria

King Hezekiah led religious
reforms and resisted Assyria
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Micah: God’s View of Society At The Time

Mica
Mica
Mica
Mica
Mica

N 2:1-2

N 3:1-3

N 3:9-11
N 6:10-12

n 7:2-3

Land Grabbing and Oppression
Corruption and Exploitation by Leaders
Injustice and Bribery

Dishonest Trade and Violence

Moral Decay and Pervasive Sin



A Vision Of The Future

Micah 4:3-4 NKJV

3 He shall judge between many peoples,

And rebuke strong nations afar off;

They shall beat their swords into plowshares,
And their spears into Blpruning hooks;

Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
Neither shall they learn war anymore.

4 But everyone shall sit under his vine and under his fig tree,
And no one shall make them afraid,
For the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%204%3A3-5&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22624a

The Life God Desires (“Call To Action™)

Micah 6:8 NKJV




The Life God Desires — Walk Humbly

Micah 6:8 NKJV

8 He has shown you, O man, what is good;

And what does the LORD require of you

But to do justly, (also Zechariah 7:9)

To love [9mercy, (also Zechariah 7:9, Hosea 6:6)
And to walk humbly with your God?

30


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%206%3A5-10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22657c

The Life God Desires — Walk Humbly

What does it mean to walk humbly?

vaxa (hatznea) from the root word: vay
(tsana)

Meaning: To be humble, modest, or restrained



The Life God Desires — Walk Humbly

One may confuse the meaning of hatznea with the
following:

Confusing Humility with Self-Devaluation

Using “Humility” to Avoid Responsibility or
Action

Equating Humility with People-Pleasing




The Life G

Philippians 2

od Desires — Walk Humbly

:3-9 NKJV

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or

conceit, but In

lowliness of mind let each esteem

others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out
not only for his own interests, but also for the

Interests of ot

Ners.

The Humbled and Exalted Christ

5| et this mind
Jesus,

be in you which was also in Christ

33



Living Today With The Hope Of The
Future




Living Today With The Hope Of The

Future
The Hope: Promised peace, safety

Hosea




Living Today With The Hope Of The

Future
The Hope: Promised peace, safety

Hosea

| The Hope: Living waters, Jesus Christ’s reign
Zechariah
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Living Today With The Hope Of The

Future
The Hope: Promised peace, safety

Hosea

_ The Hope: Living waters, Jesus Christ’s reign
Zechariah

Micah The Hope: Righteous judgement, weapons repurposed

37



Living Today With The Hope Of The

Future

The Hope: Promised peace, safety

The Action: To render true judgements
vovwn-- (mish-pat)

Hosea

38



Living Today With The Hope Of The

Future

Hosea

Zechariah

The Hope: Promised peace, safety
The Action: To render true judgements

vovwn-- (mish-pat)

The Hope: Living waters, Jesus Christ’'s reign
The Action: Having compassion and mercy

ToN-- (Chesed)

39



Living Today With The Hope Of The

Future
The Hope: Promised peace, safety
Hosea The Action: To render true judgements
vovn -- (mish-pat)

_ The Hope: Living waters, Jesus Christ’'s reign
Zechariah The Action: Having compassion and mercy
Ton-- (chesed)

Micah The Hope: Righteous judgement, weapons repurposed
The Action: Walk humbly with God:
vaxn-- (hatznea)




Knowledge of God

Hosea 6:6 NKJV

5 For | desire mercyl@ and not sacrifice,
And the knowledge of God more than burnt

offerings.

“Knowledge of God" (da at Elohim) n'n"x nyT
A deep, transformative relationship with God


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea%206%3A6&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-22174a

Living Today with the Hope of the
Kingdom

Matthew 5:14-16 New Living Translation

14“You are the light of the world—like a city on a
hilltop that cannot be hidden. > No one lights a lamp
and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp Is
placed on a stand, where It gives light to everyone In
the house. 1°In the same way, let your good deeds
shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise
your heavenly Father.




