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't Is That Time of Year Again

00 again...

Traditions

in traditia stianity celebrate Christmas as the blrthday of
d/or for a special celebration for the children.



a blending of pagan festivals that was adopted by the Ca

rch.

* Mithra
* Norse gods

turnalia
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't Is That Time of Year Again

In this message we are going to e o a few aspects of the
Christmas story. We will be wing birth of Christ’s, the manger
ory, the “Wise Mer 1 the gifts they brought.
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The Birth of Jesus Christ

of Judea, in the days of Herod the King.

Luke 2:1-7 (NKJV) 1 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar

Augustus that all the world should be registerea s census first took place while
Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all wen registered, everyone to his own city.

4 Joseph also went up from out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of
id, which is called B , because he was of the house and lineage of David, > to be
od with ’g Aary, betrothed wife, who was with child.
*z'! :., g '

t while they were. there, the days were completed for her to be dellvered

orth apped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid

oCa >om in the inn.




[J Ruled by Herod Archelaus,
later by Roman Governor
Pontius Pilate

[J Ruled by Herod Antipas
L] Ruled by Philip
¢ (Cities of the Decapolis

DECAPOLIS
Jordan? .

ARABIA



Key Points

and the pregnant Mary (Maryam) lived in Nazareth

* Required to go to the Bethlehem to be registered for the census —
Joseph lineage was of Bett

hile in Bethlehem

36 -feed trough) because B




Luke 2.7 Green’s Literal Translation

orought forth her son—the firstborn, and wrapped Him't
and laid Him down in the manger, because there was not a place for
them in the guest-chamber."
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Typical 15t AD Homes in Bethlehem rShamcovoma ¢ Wooden

.....

Storage room
would serve as a
guest chamber

I...r.......

Manger - Feed trough for
the larger animals (goats)
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Matthew 2.1-6

Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days o od the king, b
°n from the East came to Jerusalem, ? saying, “Where is He who has been born'|
of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.”

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was tro "and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when
he had gathered all the chief priests ana of the people together, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born.

hey said to him, ehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:

i
em, in the land of Judah,
st among the rulers of Judah;
all come ¢
~ My y



Matthew 2.7-9, 11-13

od, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined fr hem wha
d. ¢ And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the youn?
and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that | may come and worship Him also.”

° When they heard the king, they departed; and behc e star which they had seen in the East
went before them, till it came and stood over wt e young Child was. 10 When they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

And when they had com 2 house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell
nd worshiped H. d when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:

inely |I/;/arned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they débariédfbﬁ-
gnother PR g T

1d de ord appeared to jose/oh in a dream, saying,
) i stay there until | bring you word; for



Well After the Birth of Jesus

od was the king (died in 4 BC)
* V5 Aware of the prophesies of Messiah

* V8 Herod told the Wise Men to search for the ‘young child’
* V10 The family is now stayir 3 house

: ,%,ﬁ.;-’;.' 1ild, not an infant

h is told to take the young child and flee to Egypt
2 chile 4 under where ordered to by k|IIed

A\




Who Were the Wise Men

Matt 2.1 They were from the east.

Matt 2.3 We see that Herod and ¢ usalem was troubled by their
presence. — Why?




Who were the wise men?

K term for Wise Men is Magos (G3097) - oreign orig
H7248]; a Magian, that is, Oriental scientist; by implication, a
magician: - sorcerer, wise man. The NIV us agi for Magos.

We see in Daniel 2.48, He s made the chief administrator over the

ise men ofBa
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NK.IV) 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave hlm
ts; ar er over the whole province of R,
i€ > wise men of Babylon.




Wise Men — Cont’d

) Bible.org

“...You will probably find that these v a priestly caste of very wise

men from Mesopotamia, some e in the east, perhaps Persia or
Babylonia--we are not tc ey were famous for their learning, and
heir wisdom ore very interested in astronomy/astrology;
ney observec the movements of stars and planets they carefully
verything they saw.. . Oty

nen-matthew-21-12
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Herod and Jerusalem Afraid — Why
Parthia

ot absorbed or defeated by the Roman Empire and there w
porder skirmishes between the two empire

This was the area the Assyri ocated the Northern 10 Tribes of
rael.
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area where the Babylonians took the Judean captlves o



Israel in Captivity

Assyria

— _» Nineveh

Reblah

Babyionia
Babylon =

Samarna
Jaerusalern

— g Assyrians take Israelites into captivity
{c. 734 - 732 BCE & c. 724 - 721 BCE)

— Babylonians took Judah (Jews) into captivity
(604 - 586 BCE)

i Assyrians take Gentiles to fill Israel
(721 BCE onwvards)

ingToJesus.com
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5 The Parthian Empire (247 BCE — 224 AD), which bordered by Roman Empire.
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Wise Men Parthians?

of Israel connection?

Had knowledge of timing and general location of the Messiah

Likely a caravan — Not three
om NKJV Cultural E ound Study Bible, publish by Zondervan
onts. e
T '
‘was common for dignitaries to come and congratulate a new e
doubtedly came with a significant caravan... | i
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What Prompted Them?

v saw His star. What is His star?

Numbers 24.17 gives us a clue

17“] see Him, but not nov
sehold Him, but r ar;
all come out of Jacob;
hall rise out of Israel,...




Other Motives?

4:17-18

...And batter the brow of Moab,

And destroy all the sons of tumult.

18 “And Edom shall be a possession;

Seir also, his enemie DE a possession,

ile Israel does antly.
acob One shall have dominion,
y the remains of the city.”

and Isaiah 60:2







Herod (73-4 BCE)

d by the Roman senate as King of Judea in 37 BCE

Edomite by birth, convert to Judaism

Master builder
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Herod and the Wise Men

0d was troubled out because there was a cal rom an e
oire, looking to the “King of the Jews”, and it wasn’t him — he was concerned
and worried.

V4 He gathered the Sanhedrin to confi e wise men’s claim.

5 The Sarr:hedrl ; Viicah’s Messianic prophesy to where Christ would be
Mica |
i3

cheming. He brings the wise men in secret and asks them when drd",-;,';‘.'-j '
and to 1 Messiah would born in exchange to let
vhe ould worship Him.



Jesus is Worshipped

ey depart Herod and are divinely shown where the yo
ild is living.

V11 They come into the hou:s d worship Him and give Him
expensive gifts tha lized that He was King and Chief Priest that

] die for H ople.
Zi




Departure

wise men are warned not to return Herod and return hc
using a different route.

The caravan likely left unde over of night and went south and
om there took eithe pastal route or eastern caravan route
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Gold

a gift of royalty

Matthew 2.2 “...Where is He who has been born King of the Jews...”.
This was a fitting gift for the One born ‘King of the Jews’ and ultimately

Revelation 19.16 ¢ of kings, Lord of lords”
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Frankincende = ¢
> £

HEN A NN s SElAeonnected with the prles howel 3 nd temple Sacrﬁce
Exodus 30.34. :

W
This pictures Christ would become our High Priest. (Hebrews 4. 5)



Myrrh

as a perfume that was used in embalming and burial wrap tc
over the stench of death

He was wrapped in strips




Summary

Nas hot born in an or outside of a barn.

* The wise men had knowledge of the timing and general region where

the Messiah — Jesus would be born

* The wise men traveled i contingent (caravan) to Judea to

worship the young

is ,,,,} 3re not present at the birth of Jesus, He was a young

n they worshipped Him and gave him gifts of royalty S he

arge g is will to be done, despite Satan 5 S
a



Question?

Many traditional professing Christians celebrate
Christmas, even knc o of it ungodly roots, is this

in God
i




Mark 7:6-7

> He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you

hypocrites, as it is written:
This people honors Me with their
But their heart is far from |
And in vain the 0 Me,
1g as doctrines the commandments of men.’




Deuteronomy 12:30-32

eed to yourself that you are not ensnared to follow them, &
ey are destroyed from before you, and that you do not inquire after

their gods, saying, ‘How did these natic erve their gods? | also will
do likewise.” 31 You shall not wo e LORD your God in that way; for
every abomination to the D which He hates they have done to their
ods; for they burr eir sons and daughters in the fire to their
<773
s Tl s T AT
command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not
ake a A AT N g




2 Corinthians 6:16

/hat agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you's
e temple of the living God. As God has said:
“I will dwell in them

And walk among them.
| will be their God,
And they shall be IV
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essage, we investigated a few of the traditions of the
ristmas story and have seen many have been twisted into something
they were not.

Ne as God’s peopl ¢ 0 ensure we are following God and be
mely careful not to involve ourselves with practices that clalm to
-4'} N
‘and honoring God and are the opposite. Sheso
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