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The Good News

Scripture reminds us of the 
importance of faithful steward-
ship and careful oversight of 
the resources God entrusts to 
His people. Proverbs 27:23 in-
structs us, “Be diligent to know 
the state of your fl ocks, and at-
tend to your herds,” emphasiz-
ing responsibility, awareness 
and accountability. The apostle 
Paul likewise underscores the 
importance of transparency 
and integrity in handling what 
has been entrusted, writing, 

“We take this course so that no 
one should blame us about this 
generous gift  that is being ad-
ministered by us, for we aim at 
what is honorable not only in 
the Lord’s sight but also in the 
sight of man” (2 Corinthians 
8:20–21, English Standard Ver-
sion). These principles shape 
the Church’s commitment to 
responsible fi nancial manage-
ment and open accountability.

In keeping with this respon-
sibility, the Church conducts 

an annual independent audit of 
its fi nancial statements. Clark 
Schaefer Hackett  & Co. (CSHCO) 
was again engaged to perform 
the audit, continuing a long-
standing practice intended to 
ensure accuracy, transparency 
and proper oversight. As has been 
our custom, the audited fi nancial 
statements of the United Church 
of God, an International Associa-
tion (the Church), are published 
in the fi rst issue of United News 
following the December Council 
of Elders meetings.

This annual audit is con-
ducted in accordance with the 

Church’s bylaws and includes 
not only an examination of the 
fi nancial statements, but also 
an assessment of risk, internal 
controls and key accounting 
policies and procedures. The 
fi nal audit report is presented 
to the Council of Elders at its 
December meeting and is sub-
sequently made available to the 
membership through publish-
ing them in the United News as 
well as on the internet.

As you review the audited 
fi nancial statements, we would 
like to draw your att ention to 
several items of interest.

Unmodified opinion

On pages 1 and 2 of the Inde-
pendent Auditors’ Report, CSH-
CO states its opinion that the 
fi nancial statements “present 
fairly, in all material respects, 
the fi nancial position of (the 
Church) as of June 30, 2025 and 
2024.” An unmodifi ed opinion 
indicates the auditors have re-
viewed the fi nancial statements 
and found them accurate, reli-
able, and fairly presented in ac-

ATLANTA, Georgia—From 
Nov. 11-13, 2025, the Council 
of Elders, president, treasurer 
and operation managers met to 
update our strategic plan. Mr. 
Wilkinson, founder of Lead-
ership Strategies, facilitated 
the discussions and conduct-
ed similar facilitation work for 
the Council back in 2008. Two 
council members, Victor Kubik 
and Aaron Dean, remembered 
his work and were impressed by 
his ability to draw out the best 
contributions from each partic-
ipant. Mr. Kubik suggested Mr. 
Wilkinson to support us again.

Our specifi c purpose in 
gathering was simple but vital: 
to clearly defi ne our goals, ob-
jectives and strategies so we can 
continue fulfi lling the mission 
Christ has given His Church. 
Our mission remains unwav-
ering—to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the Kingdom 
of God, and to prepare a people 

to serve in God’s Kingdom. Yet, 
the world around us contin-
ues to change. Therefore, every 
three years, we take a fresh look 
at how to best carry out that 
mission in a shift ing landscape 
of new technologies, evolving 
societal norms and emerging 
opportunities.

Michael began our meetings 
with training on understand-
ing the dynamics of working 
together to form long-term 
plans. We discussed how dis-
agreements arise and the three 
levels at which they tend to oc-
cur: diff erences in information, 
diff erences in values, and con-
fl icts rooted in unrelated issues. 
Exploring how to resolve each 
type was eye-opening and deep-
ly benefi cial.

Those on the Council and 
in the administration who had 
been involved with outside 
consultants in previous roles 
were impressed with the meet-
ings. Treasurer, Ted Budge, 
shared his perspective, stating, 
“In my professional experience 
with the strategic planning 

process and diff erent facilita-
tors, Michael Wilkinson has 
been the most engaging and ef-
fective. His guidance kept the 
process on track and ensured 
meaningful participation from 
everyone.”

We spent most of our time 
doing the actual work of devel-
oping the plan. We reviewed 
the distinctions between goals 
and objectives, and we exam-
ined the critical success fac-
tors and barriers that can in-
fl uence our ability to achieve 
what we’ve set out to do. Over 
the course of three days, we 
made great progress and con-
tinued the momentum with 
follow-up meetings in Decem-
ber. From there, the president 
and administration will devel-
op action plans and monitoring 
systems to ensure our strate-
gies are carried out eff ectively. 
Ultimately the plan will be sent 
to the General Conference of 
Elders for review and approval 
in May.

Meals served in the adja-
cent room kept us moving effi-

ciently, and a warm invitation 
from Jonathan and Bridgette 
(Sexton) Beam to dine at 
their home nearby added a 
much-appreciated personal 
touch. A few council mem-
bers who remained in the area 
through the Sabbath were also 
able to visit and speak in near-
by congregations before head-
ing home.

Overall, these days togeth-
er were deeply encouraging. 
We are grateful for the unity, 
dedication and thoughtful col-
laboration shown by everyone 
involved. With God’s guidance, 
we believe the plans we’re 
shaping will strengthen our 
eff orts to carry the gospel for-
ward and continue caring for 
those He calls. UN

Council of Elders Meets to Update Strategic Plan
by Aaron Dean

and Tim Pebworth

Tim Pebworth (left ) and Michael Wilkinson (right) at the strategic planning meeting.
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2 Local Church News

On the weekend of Aug. 
8-10, the Portsmouth, Ohio 
congregation (25 men and boys 
ranging in age from 13 to 87) 
held our second annual men’s 
weekend at “Tyler’s Camp” 
near Ironton, Ohio. Many 
thanks to the Brumfield family 
for their generosity in provid-
ing such a peaceful, beautiful 
venue for our weekend!

This year’s discussions were 
based around application of 2 
Timothy 1:6-7 with special fo-
cus on: integrity, humility, love 

and boldness working together 
in harmony.

Friday evening, we kicked 
off the weekend with an awe-
some dinner of BBQ beef sliders 
prepared by our master chef, 
Stephen Warren.

That night, we gathered 
around the firepit as our pastor, 
Kevin Call, led us in an energet-
ic, interactive problem-solving 
exercise. He helped us discover 
how the four elements from our 
theme verse cannot effectively 
stand alone, but rather depend 

upon and support each other in 
proper application.

On Sabbath morning, we rose 
at various times to enjoy a casual 
continental breakfast and indi-
vidual leisure time. Mid-morn-
ing, we gathered once again for 
very inspiring round table dis-
cussions led by Ben Shoemak-
er, Joe Shoemaker, Tyler Brum-
field and Tim Sipes. Afterwards, 
lunch consisted of hand-crafted 
deli sandwiches and chips.

Sabbath services began 
promptly at 2:30 p.m. Hymns 

were led by Stephen Warren.
Our speakers were Jim Call 

Sr., Wesley Call, Wally Brown-
ing and Kevin Call, who each of-
fered a message focused on how 
to apply various aspects of our 
theme in real life.

That evening we enjoyed 
another fabulous dinner once 
again prepared by our head chef 
Stephen, along with the assis-
tance of his sous chefs, Wesley 
Call and Brandon Slocum.

As Sabbath ended, we held 
a rousing cornhole tourna-

ment under the spotlights in 
the field. Later that night, we 
gathered around the firepit 
once again and held open dis-
cussions covering a large range 
of biblical topics. Many of these 
discussions lasted well after 
midnight.

As we arose on our final 
morning for breakfast we were 
all stating what an awesome 
weekend it was and could hard-
ly wait to see what the men’s 
weekend in 2026 might bring.

Wally Browning

Elements of a Godly Man

The ladies of the Cleveland, 
Ohio congregation hosted a 
women’s enrichment weekend 
for 95 women from Ohio and 
nearby states from Sept. 5-7, 
2025. Our theme was “Let it 
Shine”—and we did! Exuberant 
and warm from the start, the 
camaraderie only grew as the 
weekend progressed.

Festivities began Friday eve-
ning with slides by B.J. Thom-
as, which gave an overview of 
what would be covered at the 
event. After the slides, each of 
the ladies lit a small tealight as 
they introduced themselves to 
those at their table. Then the 
overhead lights were turned 
off to show the impact of all our 
small lights combined together. 
It was a very pretty sight! Next, 
Sarah Bouchette led a “get-to-
know-you” activity. Half of the 
room was instructed to write 
their middle names on individ-
ual Post-It notes. Then those 
notes were given to the other 
half of the ladies, who walked 
around the room and found the 
lady with the middle name they 
were assigned to find, followed 
by a “getting to know you” con-
versation. The excitement and 
enthusiasm, not to mention 
the volume of nearly 100 voic-

es, made it delightfully chal-
lenging. What a way to start the 
weekend—many friendships 
got their start that evening. The 
evening was capped off with 
refreshments and a mimosa/
juice bar with lighted cham-
pagne glasses!

In the morning, we assem-
bled for very special Sabbath 
services. Mr. Andy Lee gave an 
insightful sermon on the value 
of light. Instead of a sermon-
ette, there was a selection of 
special music presentations. 
This included a choir piece ti-
tled “Father of Lights” written 
by Mark Graham specifically for 
this women’s enrichment week-
end. Others also shared their 
musical talents throughout the 
course of the weekend.

After lunch on the Sabbath, 
we enjoyed a variety of presen-
tations related to the theme. 
Lisa Skapura, assisted by Ra-
chelle Black, spoke about the 
purposes of lighthouses and 
how Christ fulfilled each of 
these purposes in His minis-
try. His beacon of light guides 
us through the stormy times in 
our lives. The next presentation 
was titled “Brilliant in Different 
Ways” by Diane Webber. God 
gave us different personalities 
and gifts, which each have a dif-
ferent way of shining. Next, we 
heard about real life experienc-
es of “Being a Light in our Com-
munity” from Susan Miller. We 
finished the Sabbath presenta-
tions with the topic of “Bringing 
the Light Home”—to our mates, 

children, friends and neigh-
bors—presented by Kathleen 
Robinson. Our Sabbath after-
noon program concluded with 
a very special pre-taped presen-
tation (complete with a blooper 
reel). It was a skit titled “A Par-
ody of a Parable—The Ten Vir-
gins” written by Reagan Mango. 
The 10 virgins, the messenger, 
the bridegroom and narrators 
were all brought to life by some 
of the younger people and wom-
en in the Cleveland congrega-
tion. Hilarious does not do it 
justice—it was a smash hit.

Saturday night was devoted 
to fellowship, crafts (snowmen, 
luminaries and crystal key-
chains) and, of course, fund-
raising. We had a marketplace 
of craft items made and donat-

ed by many of our attendees. We 
also had a silent auction of about 
three-dozen themed baskets as 
well as four handmade quilts of 
extraordinary quality and beau-
ty. Altogether, we raised $5,000 
which was donated to the Good 
Works project of digging a bore-
hole in Zimbabwe.

We began Sunday morning 
with a presentation entitled 
“Remove the Basket—Uncover-
ing the Light Within” by Karyn 
Standering, which brought 
out four things that can keep 
us from shining our light and 
strategies to defeat these road-
blocks. Our final activity was a 
panel presentation with four 
ladies sharing who has made an 
impact on their lives through 
their shining, what to do when 
the light within grows dim and 
the different types of light (a 
match, a candle and beacon), 
each with a specific purpose. 
The ladies on the panel were 
Lisa McKinney, Debbie Kuhns, 
Connie Sipes and Tanya Winger.

We closed with a video of 
photos taken throughout the 
weekend, a prayer asking for 
safe travel and lots of heartfelt 
good-byes with promises to 
keep in touch. It was a wonder-
ful weekend—and one that gen-
erated a whole lot of light!

Diane Webber and B.J. Thomas

Let it Shine

Each speaker offered a message that related to the theme.Men gathered around the firepit for an interactive discussion.This year’s discussions were based on 2 Timothy 1:6-7.
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Financial Audit Statements Online:
Due to printing costs and to the effi  ciencies and convenience 
of posting this online, this will be the last year that the church 
intends to publish the full audit in the 
print edition. Next year, we will provide 
a summary of the audit along with a QR 
code where you can access the full audit 
online. Please accept our sincere apolo-
gies for any inconvenience this may cause. 
To read this year’s audit statements on-
line, please scan this included QR code:

Financial Audit Statements

Ministerial and Member Services

Operation Managers’ Updates

We’re pleased to share that 
in December, Jason Musgrove 
and his wife, Tonya, transferred 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, to serve 
the Rome, Georgia; Gadsden, 
Alabama; and Chatt anooga, 
Tennessee congregations.

The previous pastor of 
those three congregations, 
Marcus Lucas, and his wife, 
Lindsay, have transferred to 

Florida where he will now pas-
tor the Jacksonville and Or-
lando congregations follow-
ing the retirement of Richard 
Kennebeck.

We appreciate your contin-
ued prayers that God’s Spirit 
and wisdom guide these min-
isters and their families as 
they take on these new respon-
sibilities. UN

Steve Myers is the Ministerial and Member Services manager for 
UCG and an elder who serves in the Cincinnati, Ohio area. He can 
be reached at steve_myers@ucg.org

Jason and Tonya Musgrove
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Marcus and Lindsay Lucas

cordance with accounting stan-
dards, with no signifi cant issues.

Assets and liabilities

The Statements of Financial 
Position (page 4), also known 
as Balance Sheet, discloses the 
Church’s asset and liability bal-
ances at each fi scal year-end pre-
sented. Assets represent what the 
Church owns, liabilities refl ect 
what it owes, and net assets rep-
resent the remaining interest af-
ter liabilities are subtracted from 
assets—essentially the resources 
available to support the Church’s 
mission. We are grateful that God 
has blessed the Church, and we 
recognize the generosity of those 
who faithfully contribute, which 
together have contributed to a 
12.3 percent increase in total net 
assets over the prior year.

Page 19 (Note 8) of the au-
dit report details the balances 
of each donor-restricted fund. 
These funds are used exclusive-
ly for their designated purposes.

Revenue and expenses

The Statements of Activi-
ties (page 5), also referred to as 
Income Statement, provides an 
overview of revenue and expens-
es by category for the fi scal year. 
The Church’s overall revenue—
consisting primarily of tithes (re-
ported as contributions) and Holy 
Day off erings—increased by 9.3 
percent over fi scal year 2024.

Financial assistance

As shown in the Statement 
of Functional Expenses (page 
6), the Church continued to ful-
fi ll its responsibility to assist 

members with short-term and 
long-term needs. In fi scal year 
2025, the Church funded, in the 
aggregate, more than $1.59 mil-
lion for various ongoing assis-
tance initiatives.

International subsidy

In keeping with our commit-
ment to members outside the 
United States, the Church pro-
vides regular fi nancial subsidies 
to international areas, including 
congregations in Africa, the Ca-
ribbean, Europe, Southern and 
Southeast Asia, Mexico, South 
America and other regions. Total 
international assistance in fi scal 
year 2025 exceeded $1.95 million. 
This amount does not include 
the costs of printing, postage and 
shipping foreign-language mag-
azines and booklets, which are 
reported under public proclama-
tion program services.

Expenses

While the Statements of 
Activities present overall ex-
penses by program services and 
management and general cate-
gories, additional detail is pro-
vided in the Statement of Func-
tional Expenses on pages 6 and 
7 of the audit report.

God continues to provide 
what the Church needs to car-
ry out its mission of preaching 
the gospel, making disciples 
and caring for them around the 
world. We again express our 
gratitude to Him, and to the 
members, coworkers and do-
nors who faithfully support the 
mission of the Church.

As always, if you have any 
questions about the Church’s 
fi nances or the accompanying 
audited fi nancial statements, 
please feel free to contact us. UN

Corrections to Nov-Dec Issue:

In the Nov–Dec 2025 issue of United News, page 5 incorrectly stated 
that Barry Korthuis worked full-time in the fi nancial industry during 
his tenure as operation manager and treasurer. This was an error. We 
regret the mistake and apologize for any confusion it may have caused. 

Continued fr om cover page
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We’ve all been there. Someone says 
something that cuts—or does something 
that hurts—deeply. Maybe it was careless 
or intentional. Maybe it was followed by 
silence, as if nothing had happened at all.

Forgiveness is not a clean act. It does not 
come wrapped in closure or leave the heart 
untouched. For many, it begins in confu-
sion—not clarity. The pain that first de-
manded justice hasn’t vanished, the wrong 
remains unresolved, and the one who in-
flicted the injury may never acknowledge it. 
And yet we know—from Scripture, from the words of 
Jesus Christ Himself—that forgiveness is not optional.

But what does it mean to forgive? And more im-
portantly: how do we know when we truly have?

Forgiveness is a Surrender, not a Settlement

In the New Testament, the most common Greek 
word translated “forgive” is aphiēmi—to release, to 
send away, to let go. The image is not of balancing a 
ledger, but of relinquishing a claim. Not erasing what 
happened, but releasing it from our control.

It is an act of spiritual jurisdiction. Forgiveness is 
not forgetting—nor is it excusing. It does not mini-
mize sin or erase the rightness of accountability. But 
it acknowledges that judgment does not belong to us. 
We remove the matter from our own hands and re-
turn it to the hands of God.

“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn 
not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven” (Luke 6:37). These are not sep-
arate ideas. They are directly connected and expres-
sions of one truth: that righteous judgment and the 
authority to condemn rests with God alone.

This surrender is not always immediate. For many, it 
unfolds in layers. The first letting go may be verbal. The 
next, emotional. The final, spiritual. It may happen over 
weeks, months or years. And each layer often exposes 
another wound, another thread of grief that was knot-
ted too deeply to name the first time. That doesn’t mean 
we haven’t forgiven. It means we are still forgiving.

Forgiveness and Pain are not Mutually Exclusive

Here is where confusion often sets in: If I still feel 
pain when I remember, does that mean I haven’t for-
given? Not necessarily.

Forgiveness is not the absence of pain. It is the ab-
sence of retaliation. Pain is the evidence of injury—
but forgiveness is the decision not to act from that 
injury, not to let it dictate our treatment of the other 
person. We can grieve and still let go. We can remem-
ber and still choose not to retaliate.

Jesus Christ forgave while suffering. “Father, for-
give them, for they do not know what they do” (Luke 
23:34). These were the words of a mind ruled by God’s 
Spirit, even in agony.

Pain doesn’t mean you’ve failed to forgive. But if pain 
turns inward and begins to fester into bitterness or con-
tempt—then, perhaps, the surrender is not yet complete.

Intercession: The True Measure of Forgiveness

If there is one point at which we can say, without 
presumption, “I have forgiven,” it is when we can pray 
for the one who wronged us—and mean it.

To intercede is not to forget the injury. It is to step 
between the offender and the consequence and ask 
God for mercy. That is the model Christ gave us. That 
is the pattern Stephen followed when he said, “Lord, do 
not charge them with this sin” (Acts 7:60). This was not 
denial—it was clarity born of conviction. With his last 
breath, he chose forgiveness over vengeance—inter-
cession over personal justice.

Does the presence of 
pain mean we have 
failed to forgive?

When we can pray for someone—not 
generically, not reluctantly, but from a 
place of deliberate sincerity—we are no 
longer held in place by what they did. We 
are no longer reacting from injury. We are 
responding from obedience. That kind of 
prayer doesn’t come from natural impulse. 
It is the work of God’s Spirit—shaping our 
response where justice and emotion would 
part ways. And it is the evidence that for-
giveness has taken root.

Reconciliation is Desirable, not 
Guaranteed

We must also acknowledge this truth: 
Forgiveness and reconciliation are not 
the same. Forgiveness can occur with one 
heart. Reconciliation requires two.

There are times—too many, perhaps—
when reconciliation is impossible. The 
other person may be unrepentant. They 
may be unreachable. They may have passed 
away. In such cases, forgiveness is still re-
quired—but reconciliation may not be. 
This brings its own grief.

Because reconciliation is what we long 
for. It reflects the fullness of God’s intent: the 

restoration of what sin broke, the healing of what rela-
tionships were meant to be. Christ’s ministry is reconcil-
iation—between God and humanity, and among those 
who follow Him. But where reconciliation is withheld, 
we are not excused from the call to forgive.

We do not place trust where trust has not been re-
built. But we do release what is not ours to hold. We 
place their outcome in God’s hands—and commit our 
response to His mercy.

The Ongoing Work of Forgiveness

Forgiveness, in the end, is not a singular moment. 
It is a walk—sometimes long, sometimes uphill, 
sometimes in pain. But every step forward matters. 
Every time we choose prayer over resentment, peace 
over replaying the offense, release over retaliation—
we are walking in the mind of Christ. And that walk 
transforms us.

Because to forgive is not just to free someone else 
from judgment—it is to free ourselves from captivity. 
Not captivity to the other person, but to the emotions, 
memories and burdens that keep us from walking fully 
with God.

So no—the presence of pain does not mean we 
have failed to forgive. It means we are still human. 
What matters is how we respond to that pain—what 
we choose to hold, and what we choose to let go.

Forgiveness is letting go. Intercession is the proof 
we have. And healing—in God's time—is the fruit that 
follows. GN

Forgiveness 
that Endures

by Ken Loucks
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Forgiveness is not the absence of pain. It is the absence of retaliation.
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The Bible is an endurance manual.
Jesus Christ states in Matthew 24:13 what is need-

ed for salvation: “He who endures to the end shall be 
saved.” And the book of Hebrews—likely authored by 
Paul—is saturated with encouragement to persevere 
as we run our race of faith.

Hebrews 12:1-2 beautifully echoes the Redmonds’ 
story: “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God.”

A Great Cloud of Witnesses

We are actually accountable to far more than 
65,000 spectators. This follows mention of the many 
heroes honored in Hebrews 11’s “Hall of Faith.” We 
study the Bible daily to learn from their examples of 
faith and endurance. James 5:11 speaks of the “perse-
verance of Job,” providing us with one more example 
of someone commended for this trait.

Each of us has many witnesses: our Church family, 
God the Father, Jesus and the angels (Hebrews 12).

Lay aside every weight.

Derek had endured five surgeries, including one on 
his Achilles tendon with less than four months before 
the Barcelona Olympics. His Olympic dreams had been 
dashed four years earlier at the 1988 Games in Seoul 
when he tore his Achilles an hour before the race.

Despite our past and present difficulties, we 
must shed the burdens that entangle and enslave us. 
Paul exhorts us to “run with endurance the race that 
is set before us” (Hebrews 12:1). Even if the path isn’t 
one we would have chosen. Praise God we don’t have 
to run and struggle alone! We must not if we really 
want to succeed.

Look unto God the Father and Jesus Christ.

Like Derek being rescued by his father, we must 
look “unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).

Paul also wrote in Philippians 4:13 “I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me.”

Jim’s rescue of his son Derek didn’t go exactly as it 
appeared. Twenty years later, Jim recalled, “I actually 
went on the track to try to stop him inflicting further 
damage to himself . . . He asked me to get him back in 
that lane and I offered him a shoulder to lean on.” Der-
ek confirmed that at first, his father tried to talk him 
out of continuing through his agony. “He was telling 
me that I had nothing to prove and that I didn't need 
to do this, but I told him I was going to finish. Then he 
said that we would do it together.”

We can count on God to always give us exact-
ly what we need. “And my God shall supply all your 
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19).

And the Father and Jesus don’t have to make a run 
for us—They live inside us through the Holy Spir-
it, so that we need not “become weary and discour-
aged. You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving 
against sin” (Hebrews 12:3-4).

Verses 5-11 admonish us to “endure chastening” 
from God who “deals with you as with sons.” To really 

One of the most unforgettable and inspiring mo-
ments in Olympic history unfolded during the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics in the men’s 400-meter semifi-
nal. Sprinter Derek Redmond was the British world 
record holder and a medal favorite.

Derek burst from the blocks with a strong start, 
only to collapse in pain mid-race with a hamstring 
tear. My heart sunk in empathy when the announcer 
exclaimed, “Redmond is out!” His Olympic dream, it 
seemed, was shattered.

But then something extraordinary happened! De-
spite his agony, Derek struggled to his feet and began 
hobbling toward the finish line, refusing to quit! The 
crowd of 65,000 stood in awe, their applause swelling, as 
they witnessed his courage and perseverance. As Derek 
struggled, one man did more than stand. His father, Jim 
Redmond, jumped over the railing, dodged security 
and hurried to his son’s aid. Wrapping his arm around 
Derek, and his son leaning on his shoulder because of 
the worsening pain, together they finished the race.

You’re probably way ahead of me: That image of fa-
ther and son speaks volumes about our spiritual jour-
ney to the Kingdom of God. We, too, are running a race 
and God our Father and Jesus Christ our Brother are 
always ready to help us endure to the end! 

Running for a spiritual crown 

The apostle Paul, familiar with the Isthmian Games 
every two years in Corinth, wrote in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 
that our race of faith to eternal salvation leads to an “im-
perishable crown” far greater than any Olympic medal.

Paul urges us to “run in such a way that you may 
obtain it . . . temperate in all things.” His strategy: “I 
run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one 
who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it 
into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I 
myself should become disqualified.” Paul rejected the 
popular, false idea of “once saved, always saved.” In-
stead, Paul urges us to run with purpose and self-con-
trol so we can cross the spiritual finish line.

We, too, are running a race.
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Are You Ready to 
Endure to the End?

by Robert Curry

endure, we should take David’s advice: “Let the righ-
teous strike me; it shall be a kindness” (Psalm 141:5). 
A wise person will humbly learn from everybody en-
countered and every situation.

Don't drift away!

“Give the more earnest heed to the things we have 
heard [not dull of hearing (5:11)], lest we drift away . . . 
how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation” 
(Hebrews 2:1-3).

When I was about eight years old, I was floating on 
an innertube not far from our camp’s shore. The wind 
blew and the waves began pushing me out rapidly. I 
knew how to swim but was paralyzed to jump off be-
cause I had a fear of deep water. But suddenly my dad 
pulled up beside me in our motorboat and rescued 
me, just like Derek’s father!

Spiritually, our drifting often takes place over a 
long backsliding period of neglecting the five tools in 
our Christian toolbox: prayer, Bible study, meditation, 
fasting and fellowship. Let 4:14-16 stir you up about 
praying, 4:11-13 about Bible study, and 10:23-25 about 
fellowshipping.

We shouldn’t think of endurance as something to 
worry about when the big trial in the big race occurs. 
Think of endurance in every action of your daily life 
now, no matter how trivial. If you endure the little 
challenges, you’ll have a track record assuring readi-
ness to conquer the big one.

I think of this every time I work out on a cross 
trainer machine at the gym. I usually want to quit 
soon after I’ve started pedaling. But I motivate my-
self to push on until the mile is finished, knowing 
that if I ever quit once, I’ll quit every time. I found 
the best way to prevent this temptation is to start 
with specific goal distance to complete in a certain 
amount of time. Gradually, I speed up, so I can fin-
ish strong!

Another Olympic Lesson

In the 1968 Mexico City marathon, John Stephen 
Akhwari, a farmer from Tanzania, suffered cramps 
and an injury. Yet by willpower he hobbled all the way 
to the finish line over an hour later than the others.

Why? His answer has motivated many since: “I 
never thought of stopping. My country did not send 
me to Mexico City to start the race. They sent me 
5,000 miles to finish the race!”

We should be always grateful that God the Father 
has called us to be in His family and Kingdom! What a 
terrible loss and tragedy if we don’t finish.

Never give up!

Sometimes all it takes for success is the decision 
and commitment to keep going! Have you made up 
your mind that you will endure to the end?

Even though he was still alive in the flesh, Paul 
wrote: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up 
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and 
not to me only but also to all who have loved His ap-
pearing” (2 Timothy 4:7-8). By God’s grace, that can 
be us!

“So do not throw away this confident trust in the 
Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you. Pa-
tient endurance is what you need now, so that you 
will continue to do God’s will. Then you will receive all 
that he has promised” (Hebrews 10:35-36, New Living 
Translation). GN
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Trauma affects more people than we may realize, 
quietly influencing thoughts, emotions and behav-
iors long after they happen. Some develop Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder (PTSD) after life-threatening 
experiences, while others carry lasting effects of 
Adverse Childhood Experiences Syndrome (ACES) 
rooted in childhood abuse or neglect. Yet many show 
remarkable resilience, navigating life without being 
overwhelmed by trauma. 

Understanding whether trauma still affects you 
may require carefully revisiting difficult memories 
to increase your self-awareness. Learning about 
trauma is an essential first step on the path to heal-
ing and recovery.

The Journey to Change

Change begins with an honest assessment of 
your resources and strengths. Internal resources in-
clude a positive attitude of victory over victimhood 
as well as a willingness to overcome self-sabotaging  
behaviors. External resources include a safe environ-
ment, healthy activities, and true friends who listen 
nonjudgmentally. Professional help is also crucial 
when needed. 

An essential resource in this journey of change is a 
close relationship with God. Yielding to His guidance 
helps us understand that our suffering carries pro-
found meaning (Romans 8:18, 28; Hebrews 12:5-11).  
Even when God seems distant amid intense fear and 
pain, His presence remains constant and unwav-
ering (Isaiah 41:10). This deep spiritual connection 
provides strength, hope and purpose throughout the 
healing process.

God designed us with the ability to care for our-
selves (Matthew 22:39) and a natural drive to over-
come adversity. He also intervenes when He knows 
we need extra help (1 John 5:14-15). Through daily 
prayer for His protection and guidance, combined 
with studying the Bible for wisdom, we become 
better equipped to face life’s challenges. We recog-
nize that time and chance affect everyone, that not 
all traumatic experiences can be avoided, and that 
such trials are not punishments for being worse 
sinners (Luke 13:2-5).

The good news is that trauma symptoms can be 
reversed. With faith in God, professional counsel-
ing and strong friendships, I overcame two separate 
PTSD diagnoses. In fact, I transformed my adversity 

Light of Hope
Have You Experienced Trauma?

by Judy Markley

If you feel like you’re facing challenges alone, 
please know that we’re here to help. We’d like 
to offer guidance and encouragement. You can 
contact the Light of Hope Helpline at (888) 241-
6211 or email us at hope@ucg.org.

This confidential resource, provided by the 
United Church of God, connects individuals 
with licensed mental health professionals with-
in the Church who are ready to offer support 
and help you find constructive, godly ways to 
address your challenges.

Light of Hope Helpline
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The Light of Hope Team is looking for consul-
tants to help us work with the brethren. They 
must have a Masters degree in a social service 
related field. If you would like to help, please 
contact the Light of Hope team and request to 
speak with Roy Fouch.

Phone: (888) 241-6211

Email: hope@ucg.org

How You Can Help

Change begins with an honest assessment of your resources and strengths, both internal and external. 
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into victory by becoming a counselor to help others 
who have experienced similar suffering. 

Although impairment often lessens as shock 
and disbelief fade and courage is renewed, fear and  
emotional pain can linger. Moving forward and resum-
ing a normal life frequently requires developing new 
coping strategies. Yet, resistance, pride and feelings 
of guilt or shame, combined with unhealthy coping  
methods, can interfere with both the healing process 
and fulfilling God’s purpose in our lives.

The Perfect Counselor

Jesus Christ is the perfect Counselor (Isaiah 9:6). 
Trust Him to guide you toward the best solutions for 
healing. Even when traumatic memories are repressed 
and physical symptoms persist, you don’t have to 
accept your discomfort or limitations when health-
ier alternatives exist. Filling your mind with hope-
filled scriptures such as Philippians 4:13 can provide 
strength. Additionally, qualified professionals can  
offer help to unlock trauma’s crippling influence. 

Scripture describes a future end-time apocalypse 
involving catastrophic, extinction-level events so 
severe that without God’s intervention, no life would 
survive (Matthew 24:22). The survivors of this time 
will be a shell-shocked remnant of humanity who 
will enter the Millennium (Revelation 20:4, 6). As 
God’s spiritual firstfruits (Revelation 14:4), we will 
help these vulnerable people transition from trauma 

to God’s way of life. This is why it is imperative to ad-
dress the impact of trauma in our own lives now, pre-
paring ourselves to support others in the future. UN

Judy Markley is a member of the Spo-
kane, Washington congregation. She is a 
broad-spectrum mental health counselor 
and a marriage and family therapist. As an 
integrative counselor, she works with dif-
ferent modalities as well as different cli-
ent presentations and challenges. She has 
three years of concentrated experience 
working with alcohol and drug addiction 
in the justice system, supervising two of-
fices presenting a nine-month intensive 
outpatient program as well as serving as 
a senior counselor. She has worked in the 
Center for Victims' Services, dealing with 
domestic violence as well as focused on 
women's issues recovering from abuse. 

Judy is competent in therapy for areas 
such as trauma, ACES, PTSD, adult ADHD, 
narcissistic and borderline personality 
disorders, premarital and marital therapy, 
substance and process addictions, parent-
ing, depression and anxiety, and identity 
formation for teens. 
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40 has always been a meaningful biblical number. 
Jan. 16, 2026 will be the 40th anniversary of Herbert 
W. Armstrong’s death. Regardless of where or when 
you came into God’s truth, there is likely a connection 
to the man that God used to reveal truth to others. I 
had the privilege of knowing him my whole life and 
working directly with him every day for his last years.

God started Herbert Armstrong’s journey through 
his wife Loma who challenged him to prove the Sab-
bath. He was a successful business man with some-
thing God saw He could use. Mr. Armstrong knew 
he would be rejected by important men if he kept 
the Sabbath. He took the challenge to prove his wife 
wrong.

In a three-year study he proved the Sabbath was 
commanded, and began to keep it. It was not popu-
lar and he went from rich to poor to keep God’s laws, 
something most men would never do. God led him to 
understand other truths including that they should 
keep the Holy Days of Leviticus 23. God did not re-
veal to him what these days meant until Mr. Arm-
strong and his wife had kept them for several years. 
He sought the truth, wherever it would lead, like 
men in the Bible, whom God chose, often over their 
own desires or objections.

It took courage, commitment and convictions 
to go against the grain as God showed him so many 
things where the Bible disagrees with popular Chris-
tianity. While it is hard for anyone to make this step, it 
is easier knowing there are congregations where oth-
ers see the truth as you do. Mr. Armstrong and his wife 
did it alone.

The radio broadcast started when no one was will-
ing to open the daily radio station in Eugene, Oregon. 
Mr. Armstrong, with prayer, accepted the opportu-
nity. When the station began to get mail from his 
talks, he was offered radio time at $2.50 a program. 
It was an enormous sum at the time, and often he 
drove to the station without the money, having faith 
it would somehow come. It did come as God blessed 
the Church during Mr. Armstrong’s 50 years as Pastor 
General. The Church went from one station to 476 in-
dependent stations purchasing $27 million of time in 
each of the last few years of his life.

Mr. Armstrong started the Plain Truth magazine, 
which grew to nearly 9 million copies by 1986. Church-
es he established early in his ministry disintegrated 
without pastors. He moved to Pasadena, California to 
do the broadcast and raised up a college there in 1947 
with four students and eight faculty. He later found-
ed two other campuses in England and Texas. These 
could train men and women in the scriptures and 
train pastors for the Church. He wrote hundreds of 
booklets and several books, his last being “Mystery of 
the Ages,” to be a textbook companion to the Bible for 
Sophomore Bible class at Ambassador.

Reading Matthew 24:14, Mr. Armstrong realized 
that he needed to preach the gospel to the world be-
fore Jesus would return. A request for some color pho-
tos for the Plain Truth magazine that King Leopold III 
of Belgium had taken led to the king seeing an Envoy 
and asking to meet with Mr. Armstrong. He wanted 
to “meet a man who built a character-building insti-
tution.” This meeting led to the king introducing Mr. 
Armstrong to Prime Minister Lee of Singapore and 
President Suharto of Indonesia. Was this how God 
wanted to spread the gospel?

This led to over a decade of visits with royalty, em-
perors, presidents, prime ministers and diplomats in 
many different countries to deliver the gospel of the 

40 Years in the Wilderness, a Legacy and Challenge
by Aaron Dean

Herbert W. Armstrong and Aaron Dean (seated, L-R) and Michelle Dean (center back) on one of Mr. Armstrong's travels.

Kingdom. Mr. Armstrong was an ambassador with-
out portfolio. His last trip covered nine countries 
in 24 days while legally blind by IRS standards, and 
physically weak at age 92, showing his determina-
tion to do the work, performed in his weakness, but 
with God’s strength.

His most common phrases over the years were 
“Blow the dust off of your Bible” and “Don’t believe 
me, believe your Bible.” The Bible is God’s word, and 
Mr. Armstrong was true to it for himself and the 
Church until his death on Jan. 16, 1986. The United 
Church of God started with, and maintains this view 
of the Bible.

There were things Mr. Armstrong really missed as 
the Church grew and he aged. “I miss just being able to 
fellowship with the brethren, but I can’t handle shak-
ing hands with 1,000 people.” The other, in his words 
was, “I just miss being able to read the Bible.” His final 
TV programs showed him using a magnifying glass to 
read. What most didn’t know about that red Bible, was 
that it was in three volumes, and when he changed 
passages, I would have to freeze the shoot, place an-
other volume exactly where the prior one was, and he 
would go on in that volume. I finally convinced him to 
simply state the verse and production would write the 
quote at the bottom of the screen.

In the last six months of his life, He made a re-
quest to “find something Jesus said to someone 
about something.” He couldn’t be specific so he 
asked that I begin reading Matthew. He would rec-
ognize it when we found it. After finishing the gos-
pels, “It must have been Paul.” So we began with the 
epistles and ended up reading the entire New Tes-
tament. I really think he just wanted to hear it again 
but didn’t want to ask. He didn’t like putting people 
out for personal requests.

His last directive to me was, “Promise me you 
will help prepare the Bride”—to him the next step 
before Jesus’ return. In these 40 years since his 
death over half of the Church went apostate under 
the leadership of his successor, Joseph Tkach. At 
the time I wondered why God didn’t tell Mr. Arm-
strong who He wanted as successor. Looking back, 
my simple answer is that God wanted to test the 
Bride. As WCG cancelled the truth for heresy, every 
single person had to ask, “am I following a man or 
am I following God’s word?” Mr. Armstrong held 
God’s word dear.

Do we value God’s word as much as he did? Will we 
hold fast to truth and endure to the end as he did? It’s 
been 40 years. Are you proving yourself ready to enter 
the Promised Land? UN

Queen Sirikit of Thailand, Aaron Dean  
and Herbert W. Armstrong (L-R) Little Ambassadors of Shanghai with Herbert W. Armstrong in the center.
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The Ordained—Laborers for God

Weddings

Zach Hoover and  
Emily Gallagher

Zach Hoover and Emily Gal-
lagher were married on Nov. 9, 
2024 in the welcoming home 
of Matt and Lisa Fenchel. Their 
intimate ceremony featured a 
vintage, moody palette of deep 
reds, emerald greens and dusty 
rose, perfectly foreshadowing 
the atmosphere guests would 
later enjoy at their reception.

The couple chose to mar-
ry privately, focusing on the 
meaning of committing their 
lives to one another. They saved 
their celebration for a date that 
held special significance: Nov. 
9, 2025, their one-year wedding 
anniversary. Their reception, 
held at The Farm, embraced a 
Renaissance-inspired theme 
complete with food, dancing 
and whimsical/moody vibes.

Emily and Zach will honey-
moon in London in March 2026 
and they currently reside in the 
Northern Kentucky area.

Zach and Emily’s story began 
in the most modern of ways, on 
Facebook. They met in person 
for the first time on the last Day 
of Unleavened Bread, and that 
same day, Zach invited Emily 
and her daughter, Melina, to a 
group dinner after services. That 
evening sparked something spe-
cial, and from that moment on, 
the three became inseparable.

Anniversaries

Roy and Barb Fouch

The Cincinnati East con-
gregations celebrated Roy and 
Barb Fouch on Sabbath, Nov. 
29, 2025, in honor of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. A collage 
of photos from their wedding 

added to the lightheartedness 
of the moment as they rem-
inisced about their previous 
“hippie” days before God called 
them 48 years ago.

Barb was born in Steuben-
ville, Ohio. Roy was born in Mu-
nich, Germany and came to Ohio 
when he was a baby. They met af-
ter college at a campus venue and 
the rest is history. They moved 
to Cincinnati where they heard 
about God’s Truth from a parolee 
Roy was counseling while work-
ing as a rehabilitation counselor 
in 1977, and were baptized lat-
er that year at the home of John 
and Peg McClain. According to 
Barb, Roy was a “recovering Lu-
theran” and she was Jewish, so 
God brought a gentile and a Jew 
together to form a perfect union. 
God has been at the top of their 
family tree ever since.

Barb is a retired educator; 
she worked for Cincinnati Pub-
lic Schools and Great Oaks In-
stitute. Roy is a Licensed Pro-
fession Clinical Counselor, still 
working in private practice as 
well as full time as head of the 
mental unit at the Hamilton 
County Justice Center.

Barb and Roy serve as deacon 
and deaconess in the Cincinnati 
congregations in various capaci-
ties and are active team members 
on the Light of Hope Helpline for 
UCG brethren needing mental 
health support. They have two 
daughters, three grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren.

Obituaries

Iva Betcher
Iva Betcher died on Oct. 24, 

2025 at her home in Waelder, 
Texas. She was born on Nov. 16, 
1930 in Prague, Czech Republic. 
In 1968, she and her daughter fled 
their home and lived in Straub-
ing, Germany. In November 1968, 
her brother Frank helped them 
to emigrate to the United States, 
to Ridgefield Park, New Jersey. 
She lived with Frank until April 
of 1969 and during this time, 
he took her to the Worldwide 
Church of God. Mr. Cole baptized 
her in February 1969. In 1973, she 
moved to Florida and was attend-
ing Sabbath services in Sarasota 
when the Worldwide Church of 
God split in 1995. After the split, 
she drove to Fort Myers to attend 
services in the newly-formed 
UCG with Roy Holladay as pastor. 
In 1996, she moved to Cleveland, 
Tennessee, where she lived un-
til she moved to Waelder, Texas 
in 2019 to live near her daughter 
and son-in-law. 

Iva was a wonderful person 
and will be very much missed by 
her daughter, Iva; son-in-law, Ron; 
stepdaughter, Linda; and her hus-
band and their children, Lauren 
and Greg of Durango, Colorado; 
her granddaughter, Jeanette (Bri-
an); and her great-grandson, Se-
bastian, of Austin, Texas; and her 
many, many friends. Sleep, dear 
friend, until the Kingdom. UN

Announcements

Iva Betcher

Nov. 16, 1930-Oct. 24, 2025

Zach Hoover and 
Emily Gallagher

Nov. 9, 2024

Roy and Barb Fouch

50th anniversary

Announcements for United News can be sent by email (preferred) to 
un@ucg.org, or by mail to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027. Please include a color photo; if mailing in, please in-
dicate if you would like the photo returned. Announcements should 
not exceed 500 words, and may be lightly edited for length and/or 
clarity by United News staff.

Rainer Salomaa was a laborer for God in Canada and 
the United States—serving on UCG’s Council of Elders 
in both countries (seven of those years in the United 
States). He also served on UCG-Canada’s national board 
for much of the time United has been in existence—
about 20 of the 29 years since it was established.

Rainer was also a faithful pastor. When United 
started in Canada, he was one of five pastors to cover 
the country. His labors were centered in the “North 
Country”—Sudbury, North Bay and Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ontario! He even visited two interested Inuit college 
co-eds in the Hudson Bay area, traveling by a combi-
nation of car, train, sled and likely snowshoe to reach 
them! In addition to Ontario, Rainer served in Winni-
peg, Saskatchewan, British Columbia and Alberta.

Rainer was loved by our family, particularly the 
Cooks and by my wife and I, as we live in Cincinna-
ti and had the opportunity to spend time with him, 
and sometimes his wife Claudia, when they came for 
Council and GCE meetings. He loved God, the truth 
and the brethren.

In the early years of Rainer’s ministry, he and I 
worked together and traveled frequently. Although I 

was listed as pastor of Sudbury, North Bay, Rainer was 
the local minister, serving the area between my trips 
from the United States to serve in the area. Claudia 
and the Salomaa’s daughters, Tammy and Sona were 
contributors to Rainer’s success as a minister of God.

Laborers for God

Scripture provides instruction for the role of a 
minister. Jesus told His disciples: “The harvest truly is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His har-
vest” (Matthew 9:37-38).

Paul spoke of the role of the ministry, “For we are 
God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s 
building” (1 Corinthians 3:9). The King James Version 
translates “fellow workers” as the word “labourers.”

“Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I 
am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above 
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.” 
(2 Corinthians 11:23).

Though ministers are ordained for service, we are 
all called to serve. Deacons serve, elders serve, breth-
ren serve. “For you, brethren, have been called to lib-
erty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 
5:13). It is a privilege to serve!

Learning from Godly Examples

Paul set an example of service by how he lived. “But 
we were gentle among you, just as a nursing mother 
cherishes her own children. So, affectionately longing 
for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only 
the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you 
had become dear to us. For you remember, brethren, 
our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you 
the gospel of God” (1 Thessalonians 2:7-9).

We can continue to learn from Rainer Salomaa’s 
example. God takes note of our service to Him and 
to each other! “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in 
the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58). UN

by Gary Antion
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BY THE NUMBERS

People in attendance at the  
2025 Winter Family Weekend

1,237

Jan. 11-17

Jan. 4-10 The Handwriting on the Wall
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Final Superpower

Jesus and Today’s Cultural Christianity
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Jesus Christ: The Real Story

Human Identity and the Family of God
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension

The Mystery of Death
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: What Happens After Death?

Jan. 25-31

Jan. 18-24

Feast of Tabernacles France 2026
Your French brothers and sisters in Christ are pleased to 
welcome you back to Club Miléade La Gaillarde Beach 
for the Feast of Tabernacles in 2026. The Feast will be 
held on the beautiful French Riviera near the well-known 
tourist destinations of Saint-Tropez and Saint-Raphaël. 
This will be our fifth time celebrating the Feast at this 
seaside location.
Located an hour south of the Nice airport, the Club 
Miléade is situated just across the street from the 
well-known beach of La Gaillarde and has 180-degree 
view of the beautiful Mediterranean Sea. The out-
door heated pool and children’s play area overlook the  
water and the hotel’s main building has a restaurant 
and bar, playroom for children and a spa where visitors 
can schedule a massage, enjoy a sauna or relax in the 
indoor jacuzzi overlooking the sea. The auditorium for 
church services is located next to the main building. The  
hotel accommodations, many overlooking the sea, are 
a short walk from the main complex. This site’s room 
and board package provides the opportunity to expe-
rience full-course buffet style French meals while en-
joying fellowship with other brethren from around the 
world. We plan to offer several afternoon excursions to 
nearby points of interest.
Registration is expected to begin in March. Keep an eye 
out for announcements with further details on ucg.org/
members/feast-of-tabernacles and the 2026 UCG Feast 
of Tabernacles Locations Facebook page.

There are many wonderful reasons to attend ABC!
•	 Learn God’s Word inside and out.
•	 Make friends and memories that will last a lifetime.
•	 Prove the truth of the Bible for yourself.
•	 Tuition is $2,500; waivers are available based on need.

Apply today at  
abc.ucg.org/applications

Invest in your future with  
Ambassador Bible College!




