2

The 2026 Wisdom Challenge

In a few weeks, we will turn the page on another calendar year.  Many of us are already wondering “where did the time go?”

A year ago the world – was changing in a dramatic way, with the election once again, of President Trump.  In just 12 months we have discovered much about the processes of government and the world, and much of it isn’t good at all.  We will find in the years to come that the world and it’s condition will continue to deteriorate – and there is nothing we can do about that even though we hope we could change things and make them better.

When it seems as though hope is ever present, there is still the nagging thought that the world is headed on a downward spiral.  And though there are brief glimpses that real change is possible, Bible Prophecy shows us the truth.  But in the end we win.

But what if WE could get better?  What if WE could have the change we desire for the rest of the world.  What if it were possible for US to be better, smarter, more able to adapt to the changing conditions that are happening now?

Today, I am announcing that 2026 CAN be the best year of your life.

What if your entire life in 2026 were shaped by one word? One pursuit? One spiritual discipline that could transform your decisions, your mindset, your relationships, and your walk with God?

That word is wisdom.

Daniel 12:4  “But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”

In 1900 knowledge doubled every 100 years / WW2 – every 25 / Now every 13 mos.  And in some disciplines like nanotechnology and medicine, every 18-24 months.

We live in an age filled with knowledge—but desperately short on wisdom. We have unprecedented access to information—but very little discernment. 

Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get understanding.

Colossians 1:9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Wisdom is one of the clearest marks of spiritual maturity in Scripture.

Everyone in God’s Church wants to become wiser, more discerning, more spiritually aware.

But how do we become wise? Can we measure or quantify our growth? And how do we claim God’s promises that wisdom brings?

2026 can be a breakthrough year for you—if you accept: The 2026 Wisdom Challenge.

The purpose of this message is to challenge God’s people to grow intentionally in wisdom in 2026 by:

· Understanding biblical wisdom and what it is—and is not.

· Practicing a monthly reading of the Book of Proverbs using multiple translations.

Applying the daily disciplines Scripture promises will produce measurable wisdom.

Claiming the biblical guarantees God gives to those who pursue wisdom diligently.

What Is Wisdom? And What Is It Not?

The Bible’s concept of wisdom is far richer than intelligence or cleverness. Wisdom is skill for living—the ability to see life from God’s perspective and act accordingly.

Wisdom begins with a relationship with God

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.”

This is not terror—it is reverence, awe, humility, and teachability before God.

Wisdom includes the ability to judge between right and wrong

Hebrews 5:14 “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Wisdom sharpens spiritual discernment.

Wisdom is not automatic—even for believers (A year of AC = 4 yrs in Church)

Solomon asked for it. James tells Christians to request it. Wisdom is a pursuit, a discipline, and an active process.

So Here it is: 

The 2026 Wisdom Challenge: A Monthly Reading of Proverbs

There are 31 chapters in Proverbs, and about 30 days in each month—perfect alignment for a daily habit that can transform your thinking.

Why Proverbs? It is the wisdom textbook of Scripture—practical, vivid, direct, sometimes humorous, always penetrating.

Recommend reading a different translation each month.  Why?

Because each translation captures shades of meaning and helps bypass “familiarity blindness.”

BibleGateway.com allows nearly every modern English translation.

Here is a suggested 12-month rotation: Handout

Why reading Proverbs monthly produces measurable change

Because Proverbs repeatedly identifies what wisdom looks like in behavior:

Better judgment, Fewer regrets, Improved relationships. Reduced impulsiveness. Sharper discernment, Greater understanding of human nature, Better alignment with God’s law, More self-control.

By December 2026, you’ll be able to look back and see the difference in choices, attitudes, and awareness.

Here are some of the major themes covered in Proverbs

Proverbs 	Wisdom Dashboard – Summary Handout

Theme		Frequency		Meaning

Wisdom / Wise	125			God-given discernment
Righteous		90			Moral alignment with God
Wicked		85			Evil, corruption, rebellion
Fool / Folly		75			Self-destruction, arrogance
Understanding	65			Deep moral perception
Knowledge		55			Insight rooted in God’s fear
Heart			50			Inner motives and character
Son			45			Instructional tone of Proverbs
Instruction		30			Teachability vs. stubbornness
Path / Way		30			Direction of life choices

How Do We Become Wise? Scripture’s Step-By-Step Formula
1. Ask God boldly for wisdom

James 1:5–6 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.

God guarantees an answer.

2. Seek wisdom like hidden treasure

Proverbs 2:1–6 “My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my commands within you… 2 So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart to understanding; 3 Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice for understanding, 4 If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden treasures; 5 Then you will understand the fear of the Lord, And find the knowledge of God. 6 For the Lord gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge and understanding.”

Wisdom is not passive, it is pursued.

3. Walk with wise people

Proverbs 13:20 “He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be destroyed.”

Your circle affects your direction.

4. Obey what you already know

Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who do His commandments.”

Acts 5:32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey Him.”

Wisdom grows when obedience deepens.

5. Train your mind through steady repetition

This is where the monthly reading of Proverbs becomes powerful.
Like weight-training for the mind, the daily chapter develops patterns:

· Cause and effect in human behavior

· The long-term consequences of choices

· The value of restraint

· The dangers of pride

· The blessings that follow diligence

What Are the Promises of Those Who Become Wise? (WIIFM)

These promises are quantifiable, observable, and guaranteed by God.

Wisdom brings protection

Proverbs 2:10–11 “When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul, 11 Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you.”

Fewer avoidable disasters. Better boundaries. Stronger clarity.

Wisdom brings honor

Proverbs 3:35 “The wise shall inherit glory, But shame shall be the legacy of fools.”

Respect is not demanded—it is earned through wise conduct.

Wisdom brings stability

Isaiah 33:6 Wisdom and knowledge will be the stability of your times,
And the strength of salvation; The fear of the Lord is His treasure.
In an unstable world, wisdom is an anchor.

Wisdom brings success rooted in righteousness

Proverbs 16:3 “Commit your works to the Lord, And your thoughts will be established.”

Decisions become clearer. Life becomes more aligned with God’s will.

Wisdom brings joy

Proverbs 3:13 “Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding.”

This is not just emotional happiness—it is deep spiritual satisfaction.

“How Do I Know I’m Growing in Wisdom? — A Biblical Measurement Dashboard”

The last year I worked in the corporate world – 2017 – I didn’t know it would be my final year until they announced an early retirement package in September – every month or every quarter, we met as a District, and reviewed performance. Our monthly dashboard.

Whatever the factors that influenced the results, you couldn’t argue with the numbers.  It was a way to measure progress.

What about the 2026 Wisdom Challenge? Is there a way for you to evaluate your results?

One of the encouraging truths about biblical wisdom is this: God makes wisdom observable.

It is not abstract. It is not mystical. It shows up in behavior, attitudes, decisions, and relationships.

Here are seven biblical measurements—a “Wisdom Dashboard”—that anyone can use to evaluate progress month by month in 2026.

1. Increased Teachability (Humility)

Proverbs 9:9 “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.”

Measurement:

Am I more open to correction than I was a month ago?

Do I listen longer before responding?

Do I welcome input from God, His Word, and others?

Growth Indicator:
Less defensiveness, more willingness to learn.

2. Slower Responses — More Thoughtfulness

Proverbs 15:28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer,
But the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.

Measurement:

Am I pausing before reacting?

Are my words becoming more measured?

Growth Indicator: A decrease in impulsive speech or emotional reactions.

3. Better Self-Control, Especially with Words

Proverbs 17:27–28 “He who has knowledge spares his words… Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace.”

Measurement:

Fewer regrets about something said

Shorter “cleanup time” after conflict

More ability to remain calm under stress

Growth Indicator: You notice you are choosing silence more often when silence is best.

4. Better Discernment of People and Situations

Proverbs 14:15 “The simple believes every word, But the prudent considers well his steps.”

Measurement: Am I less gullible?

Am I spotting patterns in people’s behavior more quickly?

Do I look beyond surface appearances before making conclusions?

Growth Indicator: Improved judgment in relationships, finances, and decisions.

5. Increasing Peace and Emotional Stability

Proverbs 3:17 “Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.”

Measurement: Am I less rattled by unexpected events?

Do I worry less and trust God more?

Am I able to maintain internal calm during conflict?

Growth Indicator: More peace, fewer emotional swings, more resilience.

6. Growing Integrity in Daily Life

Proverbs 10:9 He who walks with integrity walks securely, But he who perverts his ways will become known.

Measurement:

Am I more consistent between what I believe and what I do?

Are there fewer compromises and gray areas in my behavior?

Do others recognize increased reliability in me?

Growth Indicator:
You sense—and others confirm—more steadiness and consistency.

7. Better Decisions with Better Outcomes

Proverbs 3:5–6
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart… and He shall direct your paths.”

Measurement:

Am I making fewer decisions I later regret?

Are more of my choices aligning with God’s values?

Is my life showing fewer avoidable crises?

Growth Indicator:
A clearer path, smoother outcomes, and doors that open correctly.

CONCLUSION

2026 can be a year of enormous spiritual growth—if you choose it.

Imagine walking into 2027:

Making decisions with clarity

Discerning motives

Understanding people better

Seeing temptations sooner

Feeling spiritually stable

Growing in godly skill for living

Hearing others say, “You’ve really grown this year”

This is not hypothetical.

This is the promise of God.

If every member here commits to The 2026 Wisdom Challenge:

Reading Proverbs monthly

Rotating 12 translations

Asking God daily for wisdom

Applying what is learned

—then this congregation will experience tremendous spiritual strength.

Wisdom is available.
Wisdom is promised.
Wisdom is calling.

Let 2026 be the year we answer that call together.
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